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Chronology  of  "The  Parliamentary  Debates." 


THE  PARLIAMENTARY  HISTORY  contains  all  that  can  be  collected  of  the  Legislative 
History  of  this  country  from  the  Conquest  to  the  close  of  the  XVIIIth  Century  (1803),  36  vols. 
The  chief  sources  whence  these  Debates  are  derived  are  the  Constitutional  BTistory,  24  vols.  ; 
Sir  Simonds  D'Ewes'  Journal ;  Debates  of  the  Commons  in  1620  and  1621 ;  Chandler  and 
Timberland's  Debates,  22  vols. ;  Grey's  Debates  of  the  Commons,  from  1667  to  1694, 10  vols.  ; 
Almon's  Debates,  24  vols.  ;  Debrett  s  Debates,  63  vols. ;  The  Hardwicke  Papers ;  Debates  in 
Parliament  by  Dr.  Johnson,  Ac.,  &c 

THE  PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES  commence  with  the  year  1803,  and  the  contents  are 
-set  forth  in  the  following  Chronological  Table : — 


HISTORY. 

CONQUEST  to  34  GEO.  H-1066  to  1760. 

Vol  1  to  15,  1  Will.  I.  to  34  Geo.  IL 
1066-1760 

REIGN  OF  GEORGE  III -1760  to  1820. 

Vol.  15  to  35,  1  Geo.  III.  to  40  Geo.  III. 
1760-1800 

(First  Parliament.) 

Vol  35    41  Geo.  Ill 1801 

—    36    42        —      1802 

(Second  Parliament.) 
Vol  36    42  Geo.  Ill 1802-3 


DEBATES. 
Fint  Series. 

(Second  Parliament — continued.) 

Vol.    1    &    2.. .44  Geo.  Ill 1803  4 

—  3  to    5.. .45         —       1805 

—  6   &    7. ..46         —       1806 

(Third  Parliament.) 
Vol.     8&    9. ..47    Geo.  Ill 1806-7 

(Fourth  Parliament.) 

Vol.    9  to  11. ..48    Geo.  Ill 1807-8 

—  12  — 14.. .49         —      1809 

_    15  — 17. ..50         —       1810 

—  18  — 20.. .51  —       ...   1810-11 
_    21— 23...52         —       1812 

(Fifth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  24  to  26. ..53  Geo.  III.  ...   1812-13 
_     27  &  28...54         —       ...   1813-14 

—  29  to  31. ..55         —       ...1814-15 
_    32  — 34.. .56         —       1816 

—  35  &  36.. .57         —      1817 

—  37  —  38...58         —      1818 


(Sixth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  39  &  40.. .59  Geo.  Ill 1819 

—    41    60         —       ...  1819-20 

Second  Series. 

REIGN  OF  GEORGE  IV.-1820  to  1830 
(Seventh  Parliament.) 

Vol.    1  to  3...  1  Geo.  IV 1820 

4  &  5...  2         —      1821 

—  6—  7...  3         —       1822 

—  8—  9...  4         —       1823 

—  10  —  11...  5         —       1824 

—  12  — 13...  6         —       1825-6 

—  14  —  15...  7         —       1826 

(Eighth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  16    7  Geo.  IV 1826 

_    17    8         —      1827 

—  18  &  19...  9         —       1828 

—  20— 21. ..10         —       1829 

—  22  to  25. ..11         —       1830 

Third  Set  lea. 

REIGN  OF  WILLIAM  IV. -1830  to  1837. 

(Ninth  Parliament.) 
Vol,    1    to    3...  1  Will.  IV. 1830-1 

(Tenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.    4  to    8...  2  Will.  IV 1831 

—  9—  14...  3         —        1832 

(Eleventh  Parliament.) 

Vol.  15  to  20...  4  Will.  IV 1833 

—  21  —  25...  5         —       1834 

(Twelfth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  26  to  30...  6  Will.  IV 1835 

—  31—35...  7         —       .....'/- 1836 

—  36—  38.  .  8         —      ....V.-  1837 

«2  ■    ^"    >V-       - 
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REIGN  OF  VICTORIA-1837  to  1901. 

(Thirteenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.   39  to   44...  1  Victoria  1838 

—  45—  50...  2         —         1839 

—  51  —  55...  3        —         1840 

—  56—  58...  4        —  (a)  1841 

(Fourteenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  59  4  Victoria  (b)  1841 

—  60  to  65...  5  —    1842 

_  66—  71...  6  -    1843 

_  72—  76...  7  —    1844 

_  77—  82...  S  —    1845 

—  83—  88...  9  —    1846 

—  89—  94. ..10  —  (a)  1847 

(Fifteenth  Parliament.) 
Vol.  95  10  Victoria  (b)  1847 


-.  96  to  101. ..11 

—  102 -107. ..12 

—  108  -113.. .13 

—  114  -118.. .14 

—  119— 122.. .15 


.1848 

1849 

1850 

1851 

(a)  1852 


(Twenty-First  Parliament.) 

Vol.  218  to  221. ..37  Victoria    1874 

—  222— 226. ..38  —    1875 

—  227— 231. ..39  —    1876 

—  232— 236. ..40  —    1877 

—  237— 242.. .41  —    1878 

—  243— 249.. .42  —  ...1878-9- 

—  250  &  251... 43  —  (a)  1880 

(Twenty-Second  Parliament.) 

Vol.  252  to  256... 43  Victoria  (b)  1880 

—  257— 265. ..44  —    1881 

—  266— 273.. .45  —  (a)  1882 

—  274  &  275. ..45  —  (b)  1882 

—  276to283...46  —    1883 

—  284— 292. ..47  —    1884 

—  293— 301... 48  —  ...1884-5 

(Twenty-Third  Parliament.) 
Vol.  302  to  307. ..49  Victoria     (a)  188& 

(Twenty- Fourth  Parliament.) 
Vol.  308  &  309.. .49  Victoria     (b)  1886- 


(Sixteenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.123    15  Victoria  (b)  1852 

—  124  to  129.. .16    —    1853 

—  130— 135. ..17    —    1854 

—  136— 139.. .18    —    1855 

—  140— 143. ..19    —    1856 

—  144  20    —  (a)  1857 

(Seventeenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  145  to  147. ..20  Victoria     (b)  1857 

—  148—151  ..21         —         1858 

—  152— 153. ..22         —  (a)  1859 

(Eighteenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  154  to  155..\22  Victoria  (b)  1859 

—  156— 160.. .23  —  1860 

—  161  —164. ..24  —  1861 

—  165— 168.. .25  —  1862 

_  169— 172. ..26  —  1863 

—  173— 176. ..27  —  1864 

—  177 —180.. .28  —  1865 

(Nineteenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  181  to  184. ..29  Victoria 1866 

—  185— 189. ..30        —        1867 

—  190— 193.. .31         —         ...  1867-8 

(Twentieth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  194  to  198. ..32  Victoria    ...  1868-9 

—  199— 203. ..33        —         1870 

—  204— 208. ..34        —         1871 

—  209— 213..  35        —         1872 

—  214— 217. ..36        —         1873 


I    - 


310  to  321.  ..50 
322— 332. ..51 
333— 340... 52 
341  —348.  ..53 
349— 356... 54 


Fourth  Series. 

(Twenty-Fourth  Parliament- 
Vol.      1  to     6... 55  Victoria  1892 


.1887 
...188& 
...188fr 
...1890 
1890-1 

-cant.) 


(Twenty-Fifth  Parliament.) 

Vol.     7     56  Victoria  1892 

—  8   to  21. ..57         —         ...  1893-4 

—  22—  29. ..57         —         1894 

—  30—  35.. .58        —         189& 

(Twenty-Sixth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  36    59  Victoria  1895- 

—  37  to  44. ..59  —  ...  1895-6- 

_  45—  52. ..60  —  1897 

_  53  _  65. ..61  —  1898 

_  66—  76.. .62  —  1899 

—  77    63  —  189& 

_  78—  83. ..63  —  1900 

—  84    ...    63&64     —  190a 

—  85—  87. ..64  —  1900 

(Twenty-Seventh  Parliament.) 
Vol.88  64  Victoria      1900 

REIGN  OF  EDWARD  VII. 

(Twenty-Seventh  Parliament— cont.y 

Vol.   89  1  Edward  VII.. ..1901 

—  90  to  100    1        —  ...1901 

—  101     ...     1  &2    —  ...1902 

—  102  to  117    2        —  ...1902 

—  118  to  125    3        —  ...1903; 


HIS  MAJESTY'S  PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 
OF  STATE,  Etc. 


THE  CABINET. 

Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  Lord  Privy  Seal Rt.  Hon.  Arthur 

Balfour. 

lx>rd  President  of  the  Council His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  K.G. 

Lord  Chancellor Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Halsbury. 

Secretaries  of  State 

Foreign  Affairs Most  Hon.  the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  K.G. 

Home  Department Rt  Hon.  A.  Akers  Douglas,  M.P. 

Colonial Rt.  Hon.  Joseph  Chamberlain,  M.P. 

War Rt.  Hon.  W.  St.  John  Brodrick,  M.P. 

India Rt.  Hon.  Lord  George  Hamilton,  M.  P. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  T.  Ritchie,  M.P. 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty Rt.  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Selborne. 

Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Ashbourne. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade Rt.  Hon.  Gerald  W.  Balfour,  M.P. 

Postmaster-General Rt.  Hon.  Austen  Chamberlain,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Secretary  for  Scotland Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh. 

President  of  the  Local  Government  Board Rt.  Hon.  Walter  H.  Long,  M.  P. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Onslow. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Education The  Most  Noble  the  Marquess  of  Londonderry. 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland Rt.  Hon.  George  Wyndham,  M.P. 

NOT  IN  THE  CABINET. 

Parliamentary  Secretarv  to  the  Treasury Sir  A.  Acl and- Hood,  Bt.,  M.P. 

Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury lion.  Arthur  D.  Elliot,  M.P. 

Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education Sir  William  Anson,  Bt.,  M.P. 

Secretary  to  the  Admiralty Hugh  0.  Arnold-Forster,  Esq.,  M.P. 

{H.  T.  Anstruther,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Hon.  Ailwyn  Fellowes,  M.  P. 
H.  W.  Forster,  Esq.,  M.P. 
(-Admiral  Lord  W.  T.  Kerr,  K.C.B. 

I~*  of  the  Admiralty—   AjgJ  «»«  ^ 

I  Rear- Admiral  John  Durnford,  C.B.,  D.S.O. 

Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty E.  G.  Pbbtvman,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  Foreign  Office Lord  Cranborne,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  Home  Office Hon.  T.  H.  Cochrane,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  Colonial  Office 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  India  Office Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Percy,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  War  Office Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Hardwicke. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade A.  Bonab  Law,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government  Board J.  Grant  Lawson,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Financial  Secretary,  War  Office Lord  Stanley,  M.P. 

Attorney-General Sir  R.  B.  Finlay,  K.C.,  M.P. 

Solicitor-General Rt.  Hon.  Sir  E.  Carson,  K.C.,  M.P. 

Lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Dudley. 

Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Walrond,  Bt.,  M.P. 

First  Commissioner  of  Works Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Windsor. 


Lords-in- Waiting- 


yi  HIS   MAJESTY'S  PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  STATE— (Coni.) 

OTHER  OFFICERS  OF  STATE 

Judge  Advocate-General Rt.  Hon.  Sir  F.  H.  Jeune,  K.C.B.,  President  Probate,  Divorce,  and 

Admiralty  Division. 

Lord  Chamberlain Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Clarendon. 

Vice-Chamberlain Sir  A.  Acland-Hood,  Bt.,  M.P. 

Lord  Steward Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery,  G.C.  V.Ot 

Master  of  the  Horse His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  K.G.,  G.C.V~(X 

Paymaster-General His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

Comptroller  of  the  Household Viscount  Valentia,  M.P. 

Treasurer  of  the  Household Victor  C.  W.  Cavendish,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Blaster  of  the  Buckhounds Right  Hon.  Lord  Chesham. 

Captain  Yeomen  of  the  Guard— Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Waldegrave. 
/Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Kintore,  G.C.M.G. 

Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Denbigh. 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Churchill,  K.C.V.O. 

Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Howe. 

Rt.  Hon.  I/ord  Lawrence. 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Bagot. 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Suffield,  G.C.V.O.,  K.C.B. 

^  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Kenton. 

SCOTLAND. 

Secretary  for  Scotland  and  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh. 

Lord  Justice-General Rt.  Hon.  J.  B.  Balfour. 

Lord  Advocate Rt.  Hon.  A.  Graham  Murray,  K.C.,  M.P. 

Lord  Justice  Clerk Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Klvsburgh,  C.B. 

Lord  Clerk  Register His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Montrose,  K.T. 

Lord  High  Commissioner Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Leven  and  Melville. 

Solicitor-General Charles  Scott  Dickson,  Esq.,  K.C.,  M.P. 

IRELAND. 

Lord  Lieutenant Rt  Hon.  Earl  of  Dudley. 

Lord  Chancellor Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Ashbourne. 

Chief  Secretary Rt.  Hon.  George  Wyndham,  M.P. 

Under  Secretary Sir  Antony  McDonnell. 

Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction President :  The  Rt.  Hon.  the  CHIEF 

Secretary  for  Ireland  ;  Vice-President :  Rt  Hon.  Horace  Plunkett. 

Attorney-General Rt.  Hon.  J.  Atkinson,  K.C.,  M.P. 

Solicitor-General J.  H.  M.  Campbell,  Esq.,  K.C.,M.P. 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Chairman  of  Committees Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Morley. 

Clerk  of  Parliaments Sir  Henry  J.  L.  Graham,  K.C.B. 

Deputy  Clerk  of  Parliaments  (Clerk  Assistant) Hon.  E.  P.  Thesiger,  CJJ. 

Reading-Clerk  and  Clerk  of  Outdoor  Committees Edward  Hall  Alderson,  Esq. 

CounseltA  the  Chairman  of  Committees Albert  Gray,  Esq. 

Chief  Clerk  and  Clerk  of  Public  Bills A.  Harrison,  Esq. 

Senior  Clerks 

Peers'  Printed  Paper  Office C.  L.  Anstruther,  Esq. 

Principal    Clerk,    Judicial    Department,    and   Taxing    Officer  of  Judicial    Costs- 
Skene,  Esq. 

Clerk  of  the  Journals W.  A.  Leigh,  Esq. 

Principal  Clerk  of  Private  Committees- J.  F.  Symons  Jeune,  Esq. 

Other  Clerks W.  H.  Hamilton  Gordon,  Esq. ;  Hon.  A.  McDonnell  ;  A.   H.   Robinson, 

Esq.  (Clerk  of  Private  Bills) ;  H.  P.  St.  John,  Esq.;  V.  M.  Biddulph,  Esq.  ;  Hon.  E.  A. 

Stoxor  ;   H.    J.   F.    Badeley,   Esq.  ;   C.   Headlam,   Esq.  ;  J.  B.   Hotham,  Esq.  ;   E.  C. 

Vigors,  Esq. ;  A.  Tennyson,  Esq.  ;  and  G.  D.  Luard,  Esq. 

Accountant  and  Copyist Mr.  T.  A.  Court. 

Assistant  Copyists Mr.  H.  P.  Norris  and  Mr.  R.  A.  Court. 

Messengers Messrs.   A.   A.  Worfell,  C.   E.  Chizlett,  A.   M.   Stoll,   J.  W.  F.    Locke, 

J.  McMillan,  G.  Bennett,  G.  T.  Philip. 

Librarian S.  Arthur  Strong,  Esq. 

Assistant  Librarian A.  H.  M.  Butler,  Esq. 

Attendant Mr.  W.  Worfell. 

Examiners  for  Standing  Orders C.  W.  Campion,  Esq. ;  J.  F.  Symons  Jeune,  Esq. ;  Clerk 

B.  H.  Fell,  Esq. 

Gentleman  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod Gen.  Sir  MICHAEL  A.  S.  Biddulph,  G.C.B. 

Yeoman  Usher Captain  T.  D.  Butler. 

Serjeant-at-Arms Lt.-CoL  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Fleetwood  L  Edwards,  G.C.V.O.,  K.C.B. 

Deputy  Serjeant-at-Arms S.  Hand,  Esq. 

Resident  Superintendent J    K.  Williams,  Esq. 


HIS  MAJESTY'S  PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  STATE— (Cant.)        vti 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS-(C<m*.) 

Shorthand  Writer W.  H.  Gurney  Salter,  Em. 

Principal  Doorkeepers Messrs.  W.  Chandler,  E.  Fox,  F.  Holman. 

First  Class  Assistants Messrs.  C.  Walker,  J.  Hedley,  J.  Lane. 

Second  Class  Assistant* Messrs.  B.  Gallop,  H.  B.  Strevens,  G.  W.  Cross,  W.  Stopp. 

Third  Class  Assistants Messrs.  J.  WoOLACOTT,  A.  A.  Edney,  J.  F.  BAUM. 

Messengers Messrs.    A.    J.    Solman,    J.    B.    Forsyth,   C.  Chapman,    W.   Phillips, 

W.  W.  Mbates. 

Superintendent  of  Refreshment  Rooms Mr.  W.  Uasbon. 

Inspector  of  Police  attending  the  House  of  Lords Mr.  T.  Kendrick. 

Clerk  of  the  Work*,  Houses  of  Parliament Mr.  C  J.  Williams. 

Resident  Engineer,  Houses  of  Parliament Mr.  A.  P.  Patey. 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
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Aged  Pensioners  Bill- — Ordered,  That  the  Old  Age  Pensions  (Friendly 
Societies)  Bill  of  Session  1898 ;  the  Old  Age  Provident  Pensions  Bill  of 
Session  1900  ;  the  Old  Age  Pensions  (No.  3)  Bill ;  Old  Age  Pensions  (No. 
4)  Bill ;  and  Old  Age  Pensions  (No.  5)  Bill  of  Session  1901 ;  and  the  Old 
Age  Pensions  Bill ;  Aged  Pensioners  (No.  2)  Bill ;  and  Cottage  Homes  Bill 
of  the  present  session,  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Aged 
Pensioners  Bill. — (Mr.  Grant  Lawson.)  ...         ...         ...       35 

Irish  Land  Bill. 

Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  J.  \V.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 
Clause  82  :— 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  37,  line  15,  to  leave  out  the  words  'other  than  domestic 
or  menial  servant.'  " — (Mr.  Tully.) 

Question  proposed,    "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  Tulhj  (Leitrim,  S.)      35. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Tully 35» 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  37,  line  15,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  'town  under  the 
Towns  Improvement  (Ireland)  Act,  1854,  or  a.'  In  page  37,  line  16, 
after  the  words  '  rural '  to  insert  the  words  '  or  urban.'  In  page  37, 
line  16,  after  the  word  'district,'  to  insert  the  word  'or in  an  urban 
district  with  a  population  of  less  than  5,000  at  the  last  census,  and.'" — 
(Mr.  Tully.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Wyndhom,  Dover) 36- 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  O'Shee  (Waterfwd,  W.)  3T 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  37,  line  16,  to  leave  out  from  the  words  '  district '  to  end 
of  clause."— (Mr.  O'Shee.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

The  Attorney-General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry,  y.) 

Mr.  ffShee 

Mr.  Charles  Craig  (Antrim,  S.) 

Mr.  Clancy  (Dublin  County,  iT.) 

Colonel  Sannderson  (Armagh,  N.) 

Mr.  William  O'Brien  (Cork)         

Mr.  Crean  (Cork  Co.,  S.E.)  

Mr.  Sheehan  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)        

Mr.  Flynn  (Cork  Co.,  N.) 

Mr.  Dillon 

Mr.  Kilbride  (Kildare,  S.)  

Mr.  Ctdlinan  (Tipperary,  S.)         

Mr.  Wyndham 

Mr.  John  Redmond  ( Waterford) 

Mr  Wyndham        

Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  (Longford,  JV.) 

Mr.  Murphy  (Kerry,  E.) 

Mr.  Flavin  (Kerry,  N.) 

Mr.  Gordon  (Londonderry,  S.)        

Mr.  O'Shee  

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Tulli/ 

Mr.&Shee 

Clause  82  agreed  to. 

Clause  83  agreed  to. 

Clause  84  agreed  to. 

Clause  85  : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  38,  line  23,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  *  the  expression 
"  the  Public  Works  Act,"  means  the  Drainage  and  Navigation  (Ireland; 
Acts,  1842  to  1S57;  the  Drainage  and  Improvement  (Ireland)  Acts, 
1862  to  1892;  the  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Act,  1846;  The  Landed 
Property  and  Improvement  (Ireland)  Act,  1847,  and  any  Act  extending, 
amending,  or  incorporating  the  said  Acts  or  any  of  them  or  any  part 
thereof;  and  the  Drainage  Maintenance  Act,  1866.'  " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

'•'In  page  38,  line  23,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words,  '(2)  the 
expression  "superior  interest,"  in  the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  shall  include 
any  reversion  or  estate  expectant  on  the  determination  of  an  estate 
tail  or  a  base  fee,  whether  such  reversion  or  estate  is  or  is  not  vested 
in  the  Crown.' " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  85,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
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Clauses  86  to  89  agreed  to. 
New  Clauses. 

New  clause  (Sanction  of  advances  in  cases  not  within  the  zones.) 

"In  pace  3,  after  Clause  4,  to  insert  the  following  clause  : — 'In 
the  case  of  the  sale  of  an  estate  where  an  application  for  an  advance,  to 
which  the  provisions  of  Sub-section  1  of  Section  1  of  this  Act  do  not 
apply,  is  made,  the  Land  Commission  may,  subject  to  the  limitations 
in  the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  advance  the  whole  or  part  of  the  purchase 
money  if  they  are  satisfied  with  the  security,  and  are  of  opinion  that, 
having  regard  to  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  agreed  price  is 
equitable/"— (Mr.  Wijndham.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time,"  put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

New  clause  (Reservation  of  Ancient  Monuments). 

"In page 8,  after  Clause  2,  to  insert  the  following  clause: — '(1) 
Where  any  land,  which  is  vested  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  in  a 
purchaser,  contains  any  ancient  monument  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Land  Commisison,  is  a  matter  of  public  interest  by  reason  of  the 
historic,  traditional,  or  artistic  interest  attaching  thereto,  they  may, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works  in  Ireland,  ;by 
order  declare  that  the  property  in  the  monument  shall  not  pass  to  the 
purchaser,  and  make  an  order  vesting  the  monument  in  those 
Commissioners.  (2)  Where  any  such  order  is  made,  the  provisions  of 
the  Ancient  Monuments  Protection  Act,  1882,  with  respect  to  the 
maintenance  of,  and  access,  and  penalties  for  injury  to,  ancient 
monuments,  shall  apply  as  if  the  monument  were  a  monument  under 
the  guardianship  of  those  Commissioners  in  pursuance  of  that  Act. 
(3)  Iii  this  section  the  expression  "  ancient  monument "  means  any 
ancient  or  mediaeval  structure,  erection,  or  monument,  or  any  remains 
thereof/  "—(Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Bi ought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time,"  put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.   Wyndham       50 

New  clause  (Trinity  College,  Dublin). 

"  In  page  19,  after  Clause  3*,  to  insert  the  following  clause  : — 
(1)  'There  shall  be  paid  to  the  public  trustee  out  of  the  Ireland 
Development  Grant  the  sum  of  £5,000  per  annum  for  the  account  of 
Trinity  College,  Dublin.  (2)  The  said  sum  shall  be  applied  by  the 
public  trustee  in  indemnifying  the  college  against  any  loss  of  income 
arising  from  the  redemption  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  of  any 
superior  interest  owned  by  the  college,  that  is  to  say,  the  difference 
between  the  annual  income  payable  in  respect  of  the  superior  interest 
and  the  annual  income  of  the  investment  in  which  the  redemption 
money  of  the  superior  interest  is  invested.  (3)  Any  portion  of  the 
said  sum  of  £5,000  which  in  any  year  is  not  required  to  make  good 
loss  of  income  to  the  college,  and  any  accrued  interest  thereon,  shall  be 
invested  by  the  public  trustee,  and  may  be  applied  in  any  subsequent 
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year  to  make  good  future  loss.  (4)  The  investment  of  the  redemption 
money  of  any  superior  interest  owned  by  the  college  shall  be  made  in 
accordance  with  the  advice  of  the  public  trustee.'" — (Mr.  Jl'yndfoim.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Clause  be  read  a   second 
time." 

Mr.  John  Redmond  ...  ...  53 

Mr.T.M.Heahj 57 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  (Ti/rone,  S.) 58 

Mr.  Dillon '        5& 

Mr.  Swift  MacNeill  (Donegal,  S.) 63 

Tlie  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Jam?s  Camr>l>t>U,  Dublin  Unmrsitu)  64 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor  (Limpool,  Scotland) ...  ' '. .  70 

Mr.  Wyndham       ...         ...         73 

Mr.  Clancy 76 

Mr.  Butcher  78 

Colonel  Mian  (Galway,  iVr.)  79 

Mr.  Roland  (Kerry,  Si)      80 

Mr.  Power  (Waterfoid,  E.)  80 

Mr.  William  Redmond  (Clare,  E.)  81 

Mr.  Wyndham       ,         84 

Mr.  Swift  MacNeill  84 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  197  ;  Noes,  134.     (Division  List  No.  140.) 

Mr.T.W.  Resell 8T 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

New  clause  (Provision  for  sale  at  a  loss  of  congested  estates). 

"  In  page  20,  after  Clause  39,  to  insert  the  following  clause : — *  (1) 
On  the  completion  of  the  re- sale  of  any  congested  estate  purchased  by 
the  Land  Commission  an  account  shall  be  prepared  showing  the  profit 
or  loss  in  connection  with  the  purchase  and  re-sale  of  the  wholo  of  the 
congested  estates  purchased  and  re-sold  up  to  date.  (2)  If  the  account 
shows  on  the  whole  of  the  transactions  a  net  loss,  that  is  to  say,  an 
excess  in  the  amounts  paid  by  the  Land  Commission  over  the  capital 
sums  realised  by  the  Land  Commission  for  re-sales,  interest  at  the  rate 
of  two  and  three-quarters  per  cent,  and  sinking  fund  at  the  rate  of  ten 
shillings  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  said  net  loss,  within  a  limit  of 
ten  per  cent,  of  the  aggregate  sums  realised  by  the  re-sale  of  the 
estates,  shall,  in  accordance  with  rules  made  by  the  Treasury,  be  paid 
as  part  of  the  expenses  of  the  Land  Commission,  and  credited  to  the 
Irish  Land  Purchase  Fund,  until  the  amount  of  the  loss  is  discharged. 
(3)  In  calculating  the  profit  and  loss  on  the  purchase  and  re-sale  of 
congested  estates,  no  account  shall  be  taken  of  any  money  expended 
by  the  Land  Commission  for  the  benefit  or  improvement  of  the  estates 
nor  of  any  increase  of  price  obtained  by  them  in  consequence  of  such 
expenditure.  " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time/'  put^ 
and  agreed  to. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 
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New  clause  (Resumption  of  holdings  by  Congested  Districts  Board). 

"  In  page  34,  after  Clause  75,  to  insert  the  following  clause :— *  The 
resumption  of  a  holding  during  the  continuance  of  a  statutory  term 
by  the  Congested  Districts  Board  may  be  authorised  under  Subsection 
6  and  Section  5  of  the  Act  of  1881  for  the  purposes  of  migration  cr 
the  enlargement  of  holdings  in  addition  to  the  purposes  specified  in 
that  sub-section.' " — (Mr.  wyndham.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time,"  put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

New  clause  (Under  Secretary  to  be  member  of  Board). 

"  In  page  34,  after  Clause  75,  to  insert  the  following  clause : — '  The 
Under  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  shall  be  ex-otficio  a  me/nber 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Board.' "— (Mr.  Wyndltam.) 

Brought  up,  and  reac}  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time,"  put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

New  clause  (Scheme  under  Labourers'  Acts  to  be  framed  by  Land  Com- 
mission). 

"  In  page  37,  after  Clause  84,  to  insert  the  following  clause  : — '  ( 1 ) 
Where  the  Land  Commission  have  purchased  an  estate,  or  where> 
application  is  made  to  the  Commission  to  sanction  advances  for  the 
purchase  of  holdings  comprised  in  an  estate,  they  shall  make  inquiry 
as  to  whether  accommodation  is  needed  for  labourers  on  the  estate,. 
and  if  of  opinion  that  such  accommodation  is  needed  they  shall  frame 
a  scheme  providing  therefor.  (2)  Every  such  scheme  shall  be  for- 
warded to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  Ireland  and  the  Council 
of  the  rural  district  in  which  the  land  comprised  in  the  scheme  is 
situate,  and  shall  be  deemed  a  -  representation  made  to  the  Council 
under  the  Labourers'  (Ireland)  Acts,  1883  to  1896,  and  those  Acta 
shall  apply  accordingly.' " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time,"  put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Sir  John  Colomb  (Great  Yarmouth)  ...         90 

Amendment  proposed— 

"  In  line  1,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  or '  to  the  word  '  estate ' 
in  line  3."— (Sir  John  Colomb.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  Atkinson         91 

Mr.T.M.Healy 91 

Mr.  Atkinson         91 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell 92 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
VOL.  CXXV.    [Fourth  Skribs.]  6 
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And,  it  being  half-past  Sjven  of  the  clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  this  evening. 


EVENING  SITTING. 
Irish  Land  BUI. 

Considered  in  Committee, 

(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  J.  W.  Lotwher  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

3fr.ffShee 92 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  4,  after  the  word  *  whether '  to  insert  the  word  '  house, 
after  the  word  *  accommodation '  to  insert  the  words  '  or  land  for  allot- 
ment/ and  in  line  5,  after  the  word  '  accommodation/  to  insert  the 
words  'or  land.' "—(Mr.  ffShee.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Atkinson  94 

Mr.O'Shee 94 

Mr.  IVyndham       94 

"Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  add  at  the  end  of  the  proposed  new  clause  the  following — 
'  When  the  Council  of  the  rural  district  approve  of  any  such  scheme  the 
Local  Government  Board  shall  sanction  the  same  without  inquiry/ '' — 
(Mr.  Cullinan.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there. added/' 

Mr.  Atkinson  95 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

New  clause : — 

"  In  page  38,  after  Clause  85,  to  insert  the  following  clause  : — 
1  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  affect  (a)  any  sporting  rights,  mineral  rights, 
or  water  rights  which  are  not  in  the  possession  or  enjoyment  of  the 
vendor  at  the  time  of  sale ;  (b)  any  mine  or  quarry  which  is  being 
worked  or  developed  by  the  vendor  at  the  time  of  sale ;  or  (c)  any  right 
to  water  power  in  actual  use  by  the  vendor  at  the  time  of  sale/  " — (Mr. 
Wyndham.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Sir  John  Colomb 96 

Mr.  Wyndham       97 

'  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 
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New  clause  (Erection  of  new  cottages). 

"  In  pace  37,  after  Clause  84,  to  insert  the  following  clause, '  Where 
there  is  a  labourer  in  occupation  of  a  cottage  which  is  declared  on 
inspection  by  the  health  officer  both  unhealthy  and  possessing  insufficient 
accommodation,  and  which  is  necessary  for  the  proper  working  of  the 
farm  upon  which  it  is  built,  the  District  Council,  on  receiving  the  health 
officer's  report,  shall  direct  the  erection  of  a  new  cottage,  and  shall 
have  power  to  purchase  an  acre  of  ground  surrounding  the  cottage,  for 
the  purposes  of  the  labourer.' " — (Colonel  Nolan.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

New  clause  (Removal  of  restraints  on  alienation). 

"  For  the  purpoie  of  a  Sale  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  as 
defined  by  this  Act,  whether  to  the  Land  Commission  or  otherwise,  all 
covenants,  agreements,  and  conditions  in  any  lease  or  fee  farm  grant 
prohibiting,  restraining,  or  tending  to  restrain  the  alienation  of  any 
land  held  thereunder,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  wholly  void  and  inoperative, 
and  so  much  of  Section  33  of  the  Act  of  1870  and  Section  29  of  the 
Land  Act  of  1881  as  requires  the  waiver  or  determination  of  such  pro- 
hibition  is  hereby  repealed. " — (Mr.  Hoyden.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  Atkinson  99 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  0' Kelly  (Mayo,  N.) 99 

New  clause  (Definition  of  Congested  Districts). 

u  The  whole  of  each  of  the  counties  of  Galway,  Mayo,  Sligo,  Ros- 
common, Leitrim,  Cork,  Kerry,  Limerick,  Clare,  and  Donegal  shall  be 
a  congested  districts  county  within  the  meaning  and  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  (Ireland)  Acts  as  amended  by  this* Act." 
-(Mr.  VKelly.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  Dillon 104 

Mr.  Wyndham       104 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

New  clause  (Mill  holdings). 

"  Where  a  mill  or  other  non-agricultural  ingredient  of  a  holding  is 
held  under  the  same  tenancy  as  agricultural  land,  the  tenant  may 
apply  to  fix  a  fair  rent  on  the  agricultural  portion  of  the  holding,  and  the 
Court  shall  direct  that  the  non-agricultural  portion  of  the  holding  shall 
thenceforth  be  treated  as  a  separate  holding,  and  shall  be  held  at  such 

b  2 
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rent  during  the  continuance  of  the  tenancy  as  the  Court  may  determine 
to  be  the  proper  proportion  of  the  rent  reserved  by  the  demise,  and 
the  Court  may  fix  a  fair  rent  for  the  remainder  of  the  holding,  and 
the  Land  Tax  Acts  shall  apply  thereto  as  if  it  was  a  separate  holding. 
This  section  shall  apply  irrespective  of  the  nature  of  the  tenure  or 
demise  under  which  the  tenancy  has  been  created." — (Mr.  Tully.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  Wyndham      105 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Lonsdale  105 

New  Clause  (Ulster  Custom). 

"  When  a  tenant  has  agreed  for  the  sale  of  a  holding  to  which 
the  Ulster  Tenant  Right  Custom,  within  the  meaning  of  Section  1 
of  the  landlord  and  Tenant  (Ireland)  Act  of  1870,  applies,  and  such 
sale  purports  to  be  made  under  the  Custom,  but  the  landlord,  in  breach 
thereof,  refuses  to  accept  the  purchaser  as  tenant,  any  party  interested 
in  such  agreement  may  apply  to  the  Land  Commission  Court,  who 
shall  have  jurisdiction,  subject  to  the  prescribed  rules,  to  decide  upon 
the  reasonableness  or  otherwise  of  the  landlord's  objection,  and,  if  it 
thinks  fit,  may  make  an  order  declaring  the  purchaser,  notwithstanding 
such  refusal,  to  be  entitled  to  all  the  interests  of  the  tenant  in  such 
holding ;  and  the  Land  Commission  shall  have  all  such  jurisdiction  and 
authority  to  make  a  decree  for  enforcing  the  rights  of  the  purchaser  in 
such  case,  including  the  payment  of  costs,  as  are  vested  in  the  Chancery 
.  .  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice  in  Ireland  relating  to  the  specific 
performance  of  contracts,  subject  to  the  like  appeal  as  in  the  case  of 
other  orders  made  by  the  Land  Commission." — (Mr.  Lonsdale.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time.  * 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  1.  W.  RusseU 108 

Mr.  Atkinson         109 

Mr.  Dillon 110 

Mr.  Hemphill  (Tyrone,  N.)  110 

Mr.  Wyndham       110 

Mr.  John  Redmond  Ill 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell Ill 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

New  clause  (Tenure  of  legal  assistant  Commissioners). 

"  Each  legal  assistant  Commissioner  on  the  permanent  staff  shall  be 
paid  out  of  moneys  provided  by  Parliament,  and  shall  hold  his  office 
by  the  same  tenure  as  a  Commissioner,  other  than  the  Judicial  Com- 
missioner, as  provided  by  Section  28  of  the  Purchase  of  Land  (Ireland) 
Act,  1891."—  (Mr.  Hempliill.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  clause :be  read  a  second 
time." 
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Mr.  Wyndham       112 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

New  clause  (Extension  of  Section  40  of  the  Act  of  1896  to  certain  estates). 

"  Where  a  judgment  or  order  for  sale  of  an  estate  in  Ireland  which 
is  in  the  main  agricultural  or  pastoral,  or  partly  agricultural  and  partly 
pastoral,  has  been  or  shall  be  made  by  the  High  Court  of  Justice  in 
England  or  Ireland,  or  by  the  Court  of  Session  in  Scotland,  the  Judge 
making  such  judgment  or  order  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the  landlord  of 
the  tenants  upon  said  estates  for  the  purpose  of  sales  to  the  Estate 
Commissioners  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  or  to  said  tenants 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  as  amended  by  this 
Act.  And  if  a  receiver  has  been  appointed  over  the  estate,  or  the  estate 
is  so  circumstanced  that  it  would,  independently  of  this  Act,  be  sold 
without  the  consent  of  the  owner  as  to  price,  the  provisions  of  Section 
40  of  the  Act  of  1896  shall  have  effect  in  regard  to  the  estate  in  the 
same  manner,  and  all  proceedings  under  said  Section  40  in  regard  to  the 
estate  shall  be  had  and  taken  in  the  Court  of  the  Iiand  Judge  as  if  an 
absolute  order  for  the  sale  of  the  estate  had  been  made  under  the 
Landed  Estates  Court  (Ireland)  Act,  1858."— (Mr.  William  Redmond.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  bo  read  a  second 
time." 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

New  clauses  (Labourers  representation,  Repeal  and  Interpretation). 

"  In  page  37,  after  Clause  84,  to  insert  the  following  clauses : — 
'  Where  it  appears  to  the  Local  Government  Board  that  the  labourers 
are  not  sufficiently  represented  on  any  Rural  District  Council  in  any 
county,  the  Local  Government  Board  may  nominate  any  number  of 
persons  not  exceeding  three  to  act  with  the  rural  sanitary  authority  for 
the  purposes  of  carrying  out  the  Labourers'  (Ireland)  Acts.     And  such 

Sjrson  or  persons  shall  be  appointed  for  such  term  as  the  Local 
overnment  Board  may  think  fit,  not  exceeding  three  years,  and  shall 
have  all  the  powers  of  the  elected  members  of  the  rural  sanitary 
authority.  Provided,  however,  that  the  Local  Government  Board 
shall  have  power  at  any  time  to  remove  any  such  person  or  persons 
without  filling  up  the  vacancy  caused  by  such  removal.  Section  3  of 
the  Labourers'  (Ireland)  Act,  1891,  is  hereby  repealed.  A  representa- 
tion under  the  Labourers'  (Ireland)  Acts  shall  mean  a  representation 
signed  by  not  less  than  six  persons,  each  one  of  whom  must  either  be 
rated  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  within  the  sanitary  district  or  be 
included  in  the  definition  of  an  agricultural  labourer  contained  in  this 
Act.' "— (Mr.  T.  L.  Corbett.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  clauses  be  read  a  second 
time,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lonsdale         114 

New  clause  (Trinity  College  and  Church  perpetuity  leases). 

"  Holders  of  land  under  ecclesiastical  perpetuity  leases  and  Trinity 
College  leases  may  apply  to  the  Land  Commission  to  have  their  rents 
reduced  proportionately  to  the  reductions  of  rent  granted  to  their 
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tenants;  and  the  Land  Commission  shall  reduce  such  rents  accord- 
ingly, and  shall,  in  the  case  of  any  holding  subject  to  a  judicial  rent 
fixed  or  agreed  to  before  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1896,  make  a  fur- 
ther reduction  of  10  per  cent,  on  the  rent  payable  for  such  holding." — 
(Mr.  Lonsdale.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  Wyrulham 114 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

New  clause  (Compulsory  acquisition  of  land). 

"  Where  any  land  or  easement  sold  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Land  Purchase  Acts  is  required  by  any  local  authority  under  any  Act 
enabling  such  authority  compulsorily  to  acquire  same,  no  appeal  shall 
lie  from  any  order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  sanctioning  the 
acquisition  of  such  land  under  the  Labourers7  (Ireland)  Acts,  the  Public 
Health  (Ireland)  Acts,  or  the  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Acts,  and 
the  decision  of  the  Judge  of  Assize  under  Section  10,  Sub-section  3  (d) 
of  the  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1898,  shall  be  final  except 
when  the  order  therein  referred  to  is  refused."— (Mr.  TuUy.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  Wyndham       115 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

New  clause  (Covenants  against  tillage). 

"Where  by  reason  of  any  covenant  expressed  or  implied  the 
tenant  of  a  holding  (other  than  demesne  lands)  is  restricted  from 
tilling  or  meadowing  the  whole  or  any  portion  thereof,  such  covenant 
is  hereby  declared  void  and  of  no  effect,  and  the  tenant  of  every  such 
holding  shall  be  entitled  to  any  advance  which  under  Section  1  of  this 
Act  may  be  made  to  any  other  occupier." — (Mr.  7\dly.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  Wyndham       115 

Sir  John  Rolltston 116 

New  clause  (Expenses  of  negotiation). 

"  In  page  22,  after  Clause  43,  to  insert  the  following  clause : — 
1  After  making  or  providing  for  the  prescribed  payments  to  vendors 
selling  direct  to  their  tenants,  there  shall,  in  respect  of  any  such  sale, 
be  paid  out  of  the  Land  Purchase  Aid  Fund  to  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners, a  sum  not  exceeding  three  per  cent,  on  the  purchase  money  of 
the  estate,  which  sum  or  such  less  Hum  as  may  seem  reasonable,  having 
regard  to  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  shall  be  paid  by  them  to 
the  land  agent  negotiating  the  sale  of  such  estate.'" — (Sir  John 
Rolleston.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  Wyniham       117 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 
The  Schedules. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Schedule  1,  page  39,  to  leave  out  lines  3  to  14  inclusive,  and 
insert  the  words  '  Twelve  per  cent,  on  amount  of  purchase  money 
advanced  under  Land  Purchase  Acts/  "— (Mr.  Wyndluim.) 

Mr.  Wyndham       118 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  schedule." 

Mr.  Dillon 118 

Mr.  Whitley  (Halifax)      119 

Mr.  Wyndham       119 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor  120 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Schedule,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Second  schedule  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported ;  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  269.] 

Metropolitan  Streets  Bill. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 120 

Mr.  Laugh  (Islington,  IF.) 123 

The  Secretary  of  Stale  for  the  Home  Department   (Mr.  Akers  Douglas, 

Kent,  St.  Augustine's)  123 

Mr.  Whitley  (Halifax)      124 

And,  it  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to 
the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  to-morrow. 

Business  of  the  House. 

Sir  A.  Adand-Hood  (Somersetshire,  Wellington) 124 

Adjourned  at  five  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock. 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate  from  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
Standing  orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  been  complied  with  :— 
Gateshead  Corporation. 

And  also  the  Certificate  that  the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable 
to  the  following  Bill  have  not  been  complied  with : — Ulster  and  Connaught 
Light  Railways. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 125 

London  County  Council  (Tramways  and  Improvements)  Bill.— A  witness 

ordered  to  attend  the  Select  Committee        1 25 

Hastings  Tramways  (Extensions)  Bill[H.L.]. — Commons'  Amendments  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to 125 

London  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Bill.— Reported  from  the 

Select  Committee,  with  Amendments 125 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  (Transfer)  Bill.— Reported,  with 

Amendments 125 

Brighton  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]. — The  King's  consent  signified  ;  and  Bill 

reported  from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Amendments 125 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill.— Leave  given  to  the 
Select  Committee  to  adjourn  over  to-morrow,  and  not  to  sit  till  twelve 
o'clock  on  Monday  next  125 

North  Metropolitan  Electric  Power  Supply  Bill  [h.l.].— Read  2»       ...    125 

Erith  Tramways  and  Improvement  Bill.— Moved,  That  the  Order  made  on 
the  16th  day  of  March  last,  "That  no  Private  Bill  brought  from  the  House 
of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  the  18th  day  of  June  next," 
be  dispensed  with,  pnd  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2* ;  agreed  to ;  Bill  read 
2*  accordingly,  and  committed :  The  Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Selection       '    ...         Ir25 

Jewish  Colonisation  Association  Bill  [h.l.].— Returned  from  the  Commons 
<    agreed  to  ' 126 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill— Returned  from  the 

Commons,  with  the  Amendment  agreed  to 126 

Hampton  Court  Oas  Bill ;  Charing  Cross,  Euston,  and  Hampetead  Railway 

Bill. — Returned  from  the  Commons,  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to     ...     126 

Aberdeen  Corporation  Tramways  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.]  (No. 
161). — A  Hill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  relating  to  Aberdeen 
Corporation  Tramways ;  and  Perth  Corporation  (Tramways)  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill  [h.lJ  No.  162.  A  Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order 
i  -relating  to  Perth  Corporation  (Tramways),  were  presented  by  the  Lord 
Balfour;  read  1* ;  to  be  printed  ;  and  (pursuant  to  the  Private  Legislation 
Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  Section  7),  deemed  to  have  been  read  2a; 
i  reported  from  the  Committee     126 
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Local   Government   Provisional   Order  (No.    16)  Bill.  —  Amendments 

reported  (according  to  Order),  and  Bill  to  bo  read  3*  to-morrow 126 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9)  Bill.— Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  (which  stands  appointed  for  this  day)  put  off  to  Tuesday 
next      126 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  17)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Order  (No.  18)  Bill. — House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order) ;  Bills  reported  without  Amendment  ;  Standing  Committee 
negatived;  and  Bills  to  be  read  3*  to-morrow  126 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill;  Pier  and  Harbour 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill;  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  4)  Bill ;  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill ;  Pier  and 
Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill. — Moved,  That  the  Order  made  on 
the  16th  day  of  March  last,  "  That  no  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  BUI 
brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after 
Thursday,  the  18th  day  of  June  next/1  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the 
Bills  be  now  read  2*;  agreed  to ;  Bills  read  2*  accordingly,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow       126 

London  County  Council  (Tramways  and  Improvements)  BilL— The 
order  made  on  the  23rd  day  of  June  last,  appointing  certain  Lords  the 
Select  Committee  to  consider  the  Bill,  discharged 127 

London  County  Council  (Tramways  and  Improvements)  Bill;  Metro- 

S)litan  Police  Provisional  Order  Bill;  London  United  Tramways  Bill; 
arrow  Road  and  Paddington  Tramways  Bill ;  South  Shields  Corporation 
Bill ;  Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Railway  Bill ;  Ebbw  Vale  Water 
and  Improvement  Bill ;  Western  Valloys  (Monmouthshire)  Sewerage  Board 
Bill— Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  following  Lords 
be  proposed  to  the  House  to  form  the  Select  Committee  for  the  considers, 
tion  of  the  said  Bills — viz., 

E.  Waldegrave, 

E.  Powis, 

L.  Kilmaine, 

L.  Harris  (chairman), 

L.  Lyveden. 

Agreed  to ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed  accordingly :  The  Committee  to 
meet  on  Monday. next,  at  Twelve  o'clock ;  and  all  petitions  referred  to  the 
Committee,  with  leave  to  the  petitioners  praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel 
against  the  Bills  to  be  heard  as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for  the  Bills  ...     127 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Treaty  Series  No.  10  (1903). — Commercial  Convention  between  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Persia;  signed  at  Tehran,  9th  February,  1903  (ratifications 
exchanged  at  Tehran,  27th  May>  1903) ;  signed  also  in  the  Persian  text  ...     127 

Trade  Reports. 

Annual  Series-^- 

No.  3020-  Italy. 

No.  3021.  France  (Pondicherry  and  Karikal). 

No.  3022.  Italy  (Central  Italy). 

No.  3023.  China  (Foochow). 

No.  3024.  Portugal  (Beira)       ..;         ...     127 
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Miscellaneous  Series — 

No.   594.    Germany  (agricultural  instruction  in  Germany  and  the 

development  of  German  agriculture  and  agricultural  industries). . .     1 28 

Fisheries  (Scotland).— Report  of  inquiry  as  to  herring  fishery  in  the  Firth  of 

Clyde,  etc 128 

Army.— Letter  from  General  Officer  Commanding  the  Forces  in  South  Africa 
transmitting  the  proceedings  of  a  Board  of  Officers  assembled  to  report 
upon  certain  supplies  of  "meat  and  vegetable °  rations  at  Pretoria  con- 
sidered to  be  unfit  for  issue     128 

Patriotic  Fund.— Forty-first  Report  of  the  Royal  Commissioners      128 

Customs  (Tariff).— Translation  of  the  Proposed  New  General  Customs  Tariff 
for  Austria-Hungary,  with  comparison,  as  far  as  possible,  of  the  rates  of 
Customs  duty  contained  in  the  proposed  tariff  with  the  rates  at  present  in 
force  on  imports  into  Austria-Hungary  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Presented  (by  Command)  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 128 

Certified  Inebriate  Reformatories  (Regulations  for  Management). — 
Regulations,  made  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  for  the  management  and  discipline  of  the  certified 
inebriate  reformatories  at  Lewes  and  Chesterfield ;  Brentry  and  Horfield. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act)  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table...     128 

Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Bill  |h.l.].— Read  3»  (according  to 

Order),  and  passed  and  sent  to  the  Commons  12S 

Public  Offices  (Dublin)  BilL— Brought  from  the  Commons.    Read  l» ;  to  1* 

printed ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners.     (No.  1 63.)  128 

Pistols  Bill— [Second  Reading].— Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Reading 
read. 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore 129 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\— (The  Earl  of  Donoughmore.) 

Lord  Belper  131 

On  Question,  read  2*  (according  to  Order),  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Local  Government  (Transfer  of  Powers)  Bill  —On  the  Order  to  receive 
the  Report  of  Amendments, 

The  Marquess  of  Ripon      131 

Lord  Kenyan  132 

The  Secretary  for  Scotland  (Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)     132 

Amendments  reported  (according  to  Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To- 
morrow. 

Lunacy  Acts  (Amendment)  London  Bill  [h.l.].— On  the  Order  to  go  into 
Committee  on  this  Bill, 

LordBelper  135 
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Bill  reported  without  Amendment;   and  re-committed  to  the  Standing 
Committee. 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  before  Five  o'clock,  till  To- 
morrow, a  quarter  past  Four  o'clock. 
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The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means. — The  Clerk  at  the  Table  informed  the 

House  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  ...     133 

UNOPPOSED   PRIVATE   BILL   BUSINESS. 

Nelson  Corporation  Bill ;  West  Cumberland  Electric  Tramways  Bill. — Lords' 

Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to        133 

Fishguard  and  Rosslare  Railways  and  Harbours  Bill  (By  Order).— 

Cords'  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to         1 33 

Hexham  Gas  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Nantwich  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Sheffield  and  South  Yorkshire  Navigation  Bill  [Lords] ;  Torquay  Corpora- 
tion Water  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amend- 
ments      133 

Standing  Orders. — Resolutions  reported  from  the  Select  Committee. 

1.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  Manchester  Corporation  Bill  [Lords], 
the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with : — That  the  parties  be 
permitted  to  proceed  with  their  Bill." 

2.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Gosport  and  Fareham  Tramways  Bill 
[Lords],  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with: — That  the 

parties  oe  permitted  to  proceed  with  their  Bill." 

3.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Bangor  Corporation  Bill  I  Lords],  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with  -.—That  the  parties  be  permitted 
to  proceed  with  their  Bill." 

4.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  South-Eastern,  and  London,  Chatham,  and 
Dover  Railways  Bill  [Lords],  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with : — That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  proceed  with  their  Bill,  provided 
that  Clause  30  and  the  Fourth  Schedule  be  struck  out  of  the  Bill  :— That 
the  Committee  on  the  Bill  do  report  how  far  such  Order  has  been  complied 
with." 

Resolutions  agreed  to 134 

Manchester  Corporation  Bill  [Lords].— Report  [this  day]  from  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders  read. 

Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time    ...  134 

Gosport  and  Fareham  Tramways  Bill  [Lords].— Report  [this  day]  from 
the  Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders  read. 

Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time 134 

Manchester  Southern  Tramways  Bill  [Lords].— Reported,  with  Amend- 
ments ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed     1 3* 
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Kailway  Bills  (Group  12). — Mr.  Ashton  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Group  1 2  of  Bailway  Bills ;  That  the  Committee  had  adjourned  till  Monday 
next,  at  Twelve  of  the  clock,  there  being  no  business  ready. 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table 134 

Tramway  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords].— Copy  ordered,  "  of 
Memorandum  stating  the  nature  of  the  Proposals  contained  in  the  Pro- 
visional Orders  included  in  the  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2) 
Bill  [Lords]. "—(Mr.  Bonar  Law.)       134 

Message  trom  the  Lords. 

.  That  they  have  agreed  to— Guinea  Postal  Orders  Bill;  Hamilton 
Burgh  Provisional  Order  Bill ;  Broughty  Ferry  Gas  Provisional  Order  Bill, 
without  Amendment. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  14)  Bill;  Local  Govern- 
ment Provisional  Orders  (No.  10)  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  make  further  pro- 
visions for  the  foundation  of  a  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Newcastle ;  and  for 
other  purposes  connected  thcrewith.,,  [Newcastle  Chapter  (Amendment) 
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Acts."  [Education  Board  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (London)  Bill 
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Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  14)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  10)  Bill. — Lords'  Amendments  to  be  considered 
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Bills,  and  to  be  printed.     [iSill  271.] 135 
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And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the  clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  this  evening. 


EVENING  SITTING. 

London  and  North  Western  Eailway  Bill  [Lords]  (By  Order).— Read 
the  third  time  and  passed,  without  Amendment. 

Supply  [16th  Allotted  Day.] 
Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr,  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the  Chair. 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  1903-4.— Class  IV. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
£5,249,806,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary 
to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904,  for  the  salaries  and 
expenses  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and  of  the  various  establishments 
connected  therewith,  including,  grants-in-aid. " 

Mr.  Alfred  Hutton...         

Mr.  Middleman  (Birmingham,  N.) 
Mr.  Lloyd-George  (Carnarvon  Boroughs) 

Sir  William  Anson  

Mr.  Emmott  (Oldham)       

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
Jfc5,249,706,  be  granted  for  the  said  Service."-  (Mr.  Emmott.) 

Mr.  Whitley  (Halifax)       

Sir  William  Anson  

Sir  John  Gorst        

Mr.  Emmott  

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Sir  John  Gorst       

Mr.  Norma*  (Wolverhampton,  S.) 

Mr.  Wsw  (Mom  and  Cromarty) 

V0LCXXV.   [Pram  Smb.]         e 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£5,249,606,  be  granted  for  the  said  Service."— (Mr.  Weir.) 

Sir  William  Anson  265 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  a  division,  and  the  Chairman  stated  that  he 
thought  the  Noes  had  it ;  and,  on  his  decision  being  challenged,  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  division  was  frivolously  claimed,  and  he 
accordingly  directed  the  Ayes  to  stand  up  iu  their  places,  and  three 
Members  having  stood  up,  the  Chairman  declared  that  the  Noes  had  it. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Class  II. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £9,985, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray 
the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904,  for  the  salaries  and  expenses 
of  the  office  of  His  Majesty's  Secretary  for  Scotland  and  subordinate 
office,  expenses  under  The  Inebriate  Acts,  1879  to  1900,  and  expenses 
under  The  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899, 
including  a  Grant  in  aid  of  the  Congested  Districts  (Scotland)  Fund." 

Mr.  Dewar  (Inverness-sliire)  267 

And,  it  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to 
the  House. 

Resolution  to  be  rep >r ted  upon  Monday  next;  Committee  also  report 
Progress ;  to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next 

Adjourned  at  three  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS :  FRIDAY,  10th  JULY,  1903. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate  from  the  Examiners  that  the 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  been  complied  with  : — 
Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5). 

Also  the  Certificate  that  no  Standing  Orders  arc  applicable  to  the 
following  Bill : — Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7). 

And  also  the  Certificates  that  the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable 
to  the  following  Bills  have  been  complied  with  :— Strabane  and  Letterkenny 
Railway ;  Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  (Extension  of  Time) ; 
Kingston-upon-Hull  Corporation ;  Sheffield  Corporation. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 269 

Ulster  and  Connaught  Light  Railways  Bill.— Examiner's  Certificate  of 
non  compliance  with  the  Standing  Orders  referred  to  the  Standing  Orders 
Committee  on  Tuesday  next ...  ..     269 

Scottish  Central  Electric  Power  Bill  Jh.l.].— The  Chairman  of  Committees 
informed  the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill  was  withdrawn.  The 
Order  made  on  23rd  June  last  discharged,  and  Bill  committed  for  Tuesday 
next       269 
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the  nine  preceding  years,  thirty-eight  number  (being  the  fourth  decennial 
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Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table       272 

Horough  Funds  Bill.— Read  3*  (according  to  Order),   with  the  Amendment, 

and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons 272 

Pistols  Bill. — House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order).  Bill  reported  with- 
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Preferential  Tariffs — The  Position  of  India. 

The  Eari  of  Northbrook 272 

Lord  Avebury        280 

The  Earl  oj  Elgin 284 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Tlie  Marquess  oj  Lansdowne)  288 

The  Marquess  of  Ripon     293 

Viscount  Goschen 297 

Lord  Reay 298 

The  Lord  President  of  the  Council  (The  Duke  of  Devonshire) 301 

Local  Government  (Transfer  of  Powers)  Bill— [Third  Beading].— Order 
of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Beading  read. 
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On  Question,  Bill  read  3a,  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Commons. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes  before  Seven  o'clock,  to 
Monday  next,  a  quarter  before  Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :  FRIDAY,  10th  July,  1903. 

The  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the  Clock, 

The  Votes  and  Proceedings. 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  302 

Mr.  Speaker  302 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into 
Complied  with). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bills,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied  with,  viz. : — Bury  and  District  Joint 
Water  Board  Bill  [Lords] :  Scottish  Ontario  and  Manitoba  Land  Company 
Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time  303 

Cheshire    Lilies    Committee    Bill;    Highland  and    Invergarry  an i  Fort  * 
Augustus  Railway  Companies  Bill. — Lords'  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to  ...     303 

Pontypridd  Urban  ^District  Council  Bill  [Lords].— Bead  the  third  time, 

and  passed,  with  Amendments  303 

Cardiff  Railway  Bill  [Lords];  Scottish-American  Mortgage  Company, 
Limited,  Bill  [Lords].— -As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read  the  third 
time        303 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  10)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  14)  Bill. — Lords'  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to  '       303 

Alexandra  Park  and  Palace  Bill. — Reported,  without  Amendment ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time 304 

Castlebianey,  Keady,  and  Armagh  Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill ; 
Worthing  Corporation  (Tramways)  Bill  [Lords];  Derby  Gas  Bill  [Lords], — 
Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed 304 

Dudley,  Stourbridge,  and  District  Tramways  Bill  [Lords].— Reported, 

with  an  Amendment ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed     ...     304 

Nottinghamshire  and  Derbyshire  Tramways  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Bournemouth 
Corporation  Tramways  Bill  [Lords] ;  Poole  and  District  Electric  Traction 
Bill  [IiOrds], — Reported,  with'Amendments ;  Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed         304 
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Birmingham  Corporation  Bill  [Lords].— Reported    from  the  'Police  and 

Sanitary  Committee,  with  Amendments;  Report  to  lie  upon  theTabk*,  and 

to  be  printed     304 

Message  from  the  Lords. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — Amendments  to  Hastings  Tramways 
(Extensions)  Bill  [Lords],  without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  transfer  to  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  powers  and  duties  relating  to  the  Industry  of  Fishing, 
and  to  amend  The  Board  of  Agriculture  Act,  1889."  [Board  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  Bill  (Lords).] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to  empower  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Burgesses  of  the  county  borough  of  Brighton  to  construct  and  work  tram- 
ways and  street  works :  and  for  other  purposes."  [Brighton  Corporation 
Bill  (Lords).] 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to  confer  further  powers  upon  the 
South  Staffordshire  Tramways  (Lessee)  Company,  Limited  ;  for  the  working 
of  tramways  by  electrical  power;  and  for  other  purposes."  [South 
Staffordshire  Tramways  Bill  (Lords).]  304 

Brighton  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]  ;  South  Staffordshire  Tramways  Bill 
[Lords]. — Read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills 305 

London  School  Board  (Hilldrop  Road  Site)  Bill.  —  Ordered,  That  the 
.    Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills  do  examine  the  London  School  Board 
(Hilldrop  Road  Site)  Bill  with  respect  to  compliance  with  the  Standing 
Orders  relative  to  Private  Bills.  —{Sir  William  Anson.)      305 

PETITIONS. 

Licences  Renewal  and  Transfer  Bill. — Petition  from  Hove,  against ;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table '       305 

Licences  Renewal,  and  Transfer  Bill  and  Licensing  Law  (Compensa- 
tion for  Non-Renewal)  Bill. — Petitions  against:  from  Ednburgh; 
and  Nottingham  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         305 

Licensing  (Scotland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill.— Two  Petitions  from  Edinburgh, 

in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         * 305 

Motor  Cars  (Speed). — Petition  from  Leeds,  against  alteration  of  Law;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table 305 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland). — Copy  presented,  of  Rules  made  by  the 
Intermediate  Education  Board  for  Ireland  for  the  examination  in  music, 
dated  26th  June,  1903  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      305 

East  India  (Progress  and  Condition).— Copy  presented,  of  statement 
exhibiting  the  moral  and  matt  rial  progress  and  condition  of  India  during 
the  year  1901-2.  Thirty-eighth  number  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.     [No.  249.]  305 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords].— Return  pre- 
sented, relative  thereto  [ordered  9th  July  ;  Mr,  Bonar  Ijiw]  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  250.]       ...         ...     306 
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Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series).  —Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos.  3020  to  3026  [by  Command] ;  to 
upon  the  Table 306 

Trade  Retorts  (Miscellaneous  Series).— Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic 
and  Consular  Reports,  Miscellaneous  Series,  No.  594  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table         306 

Commercial  Relations  (Commercial,  No.  5,  1903). — Copy  presented,  of 
Correspondence  with  the  Governments  of  Belgium  and  Germany  as  to  their 
Commercial  Relations  with  Great  Britain  and  British  Colonies  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Paper  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House  :— 

Public  Records  (Comptroller  and  Auditor-General). — Copy  of  Second 
Schedule  containing  a  list  and  particulars  of  classes  of  documents  which 
have  been  removed  from  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor-General 
and  deposited  in  the  Public  Record  Office,  but  which  are  not  considered  of 
sufficient  public  value  to  justify  their  preservation  therein  [by  Act]  ...     306 

County  Courts  (Plaints  and  Sittings).— Address  for  "  Returns  from  every 
County  Court  in  England  and  Wales  of  the  total  number  of  Plaints,  etc., 
entered  in  each  Court  from  the  1st  day  of  January  to  the  31st  day  of 
December,  1902,  both  days  inclusive,  distinguishing  those  not  exceeding 
£20,  those  above  £20  and  not  exceeding  £50,  and  those  by  agreement 
over  £50." 

"  And,  of  the  Sittings  of  the  County  Courts  in  England  and  Wales 
holden  before  the  Judges  of  such  Courts  in  the  year  1902  (in  continuation 
of  Parliamentary  Paper  [Cd.  1405])."-  (Mr.  Cochrane.)       306 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Spirit  Licences  to  Gold  Coast  Natives.— Question,  Sir  John  Kennaway 

(Devonshire,  Honiton);  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  307 

Ad  Valorem  Stamp  Duty  on  Authorised  Capital. — Question,  Mr.  T.  M. 

Healy  (Louth,  N.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Ritchie      307 

Imports  and  Exports  for  last  Half- Year.— Question,  Mr.  Herbert  Samuels 

(Yorkshire,  Cleveland) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Bonar  Law 308 

Scotland  to  Killeshandra—  Delays  in  Transit.— Question,  Mr.  M'Govern 

(Cavan,  W.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  309 

Postal  Facilities  at  Drumquin,  County  Tyrone.— Question,  Dr.  Thompson 

(Monaghan,  N.);  Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  309 

Telephonic   Communication    at    Mill   Hill. — Question,  Mr.  Moon   (St. 

Pancras,  N.);  Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain      310 

Superannuated  Irish  Medical  Officers.— Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  (Long- 
ford, N.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham    310 

Farms  on  the  Cusack  Estate,  County   Longford.— Question,  Mr.  J.  P. 

Farrell ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham        310 

Transit  of  Butter  from  Killeshandra  to  Scotland— Alleged  Neglect.  - 

Question,  Mr.  M'Govern;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham 311 
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Naval  Works  Bill — [Second  Reading].— Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  mado,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

The  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Pretyman,  Suffolk,  Woodbridge)  311 

Mr.  Edmund  Robertson  (Dundee)' ...  330 

Mr.  Buchanan  (Perthshire,  R)      ...  338 

Mr.  Eugene  Wason  (Clackmannan  and  Kinross) ...  342 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  from  the  word  *  That/  to  the  end  of  the  Question, 
in  order  to  add  the  words '  this  House  declines  to  sanction  expenditure 
on  new  works  for  the  total  cost  of  which  an  estimate  is  not,  as  has 
hitherto  been  the  practice,  included  in  the  Bill.1 " — Mr.  Buchanan. 

Question  proposed.  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question." 

Mr.  Reginald  Lucas  (Portsmouth)  343 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis)  ...  345 

Mr.  Thomas  Shaw  (Hawick  Burghs)       347 

Mr.  Plummer  (Newcastle-on-Tyne)  351 

Mr.  Munro  Ferguson  (Leith  Burghs)       353 

Sir  John  Colomb  (Great  Yarmouth)  354 

Mr.  Black  (Banffshire) 357 

Mr.  Pretyman        359 

Mr.  William  Redmond  (Clare,  E.)  369 

Question  put. 

House  divided  :  Ayes,  164  ;  Noes,  73.  (Division  List,  No.  141.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  at  eighteen  minutes  before  Six  o'clock  till  Monday 
next. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS:  MONDAY,  13th  JULY,  1903. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners  that  the  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills  have  been  complied  with  :  Drainage 
and  Improvement  of  Lands  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order ;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  13) ;  Public  Offices  (Dublin). 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 373 

Hexham  Gas  Bill  [h.l.]. — Commons'  Amendments  considered,   and   agreed 

to  373 

Bath  Corporation  Water  Bill — Reported,  with  Amendments  373 

Seaforth  and  Sefton  Junction  Railway  Bill.— Reported  from  the  Select 

Committee,  with  Amendments  373 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No  5)  Bill— Reported  from  the 
Select  Committee,  without  Amendment,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  373 
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London  United  Tramways  Bill.— Report  from  the  Select  Committee,  That 
the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  no 
parties  having  appeared  in  opposition  thereto ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Table.  The  Orders  made  on  the  26th  of  May,  and  Thursday  last  dis- 
charged ;  and  Bill  committed  for  Thursday  next      373 

Kinnton-upon-Hull  Corporation  Bill ;  Gateshead  Corporation  Bill-Moved, 
That  the  Order  made  on  the  16th  March  last,  "  That  no  Private  Bill  brought 
from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  the  18th  day 
of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bills  be  now  read  2a ;  agreed 
to ;  Bills  read  2*  accordingly 373 

Metropolitan  District  Railway  (Various  Powers)  BilL— Read  3a,  with  the 
Amendments ;  further  Amendments  made ;  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons  373 

Great  Northern  Railway  Bill ;  Midland  and  Belfast  and  Northern  Counties 
Railways  BilL — Read  3%  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Commons  *         374 

Gateshead  Corporation  Bill.— Committed      374 

Pontypridd  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [h.l.]—  Returned  from  the  Com- 
mons agreed  to,  with  Amendments    374 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  10)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  14)  Bill;  Cheshire  Lines  Committee  Bill;  High- 
land and  Invergany  and  Fort  Augustus  Railway  Companies  Bill. — 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to      374 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill;  Pier  and  Harbour 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill ;  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No. 
4)  BilL — Amendments  reported  (according  to  Order),  and  Bills  to  be  read 
3*  To-morrow 374 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  BilL— Read  3*  (according 

to  Order),  and  passed 374 

Metropolitan  Police  Provisional  Order  Bill ;  Harrow  Road  and  Padding- 
ton  Tramways  Bill. — Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  "  That  the 
Lord  Lamington  be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  said  Bills  in  the  place  of  the  Lord  Belhaven  and  Stenton  ; 
read,  and  agreed  to      374 

South  Shields  Corporation  Bill ;  Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Railway 
Bill;  Ebbw  Vale  Water  and  Improvement  Bill;  Western  Valleys  (Mon- 
mouthshire) Sewerage  Board  Bill. — Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection, 
That  the  Lord  Lamington  be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in  the  place  of  the  Lord  Kilmaine ; 
read,  and  agreed  to      374 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Board  of  Education.— Statement  of  schemes  for  the  formation  of  Education 
Committees,  approved  during  the  month  of  June,  1903,  by  the  Board  of 
Education,  under  Section  17  of  the  Education  Act  of  1902  (in  continuation 
of  Parliamentary  Papers,  Command  Nos.  1564,  1613,  and  1659  of  session 
1903),  showing— Name  of  local  authority  ;  number  of  the  council ;  num- 
ber of  members  of  the  Education  Committee ;  number  of  members  of  the 
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Education  Committee  who  are  necessarily  members  of  the  Council;  num- 
ber of  women  who  are  necessarily  on  the  Education  Committee  ;  forms  of 
educational  experience  to  be  represented  on  the  Committee  ;  recommenda- 
tions or  nominations  (if  any)  375 

Trade  Reports: 

Annual  Series. 

No.  3027.  United  States  (Porto  Rico). 

No.  3028.  France  (Dahomey). 

No.  3029.  Italy  (Leghorn). 

No.  3030.  Japan  (Hadokate)       375 

Judicial  Statistics  (Ireland),  1902. — Part  II.  Civil  Statistics. 

Presented  [by  Command],  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 375 

Gas  and  Water  Works  Facilities  Act,  1870. — Report,  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  as  to  dispensing  with  the  consent  of  the  Farnborough  Urban 
District  Council  in  the  case  of  the  Aldershot  Gas  and  Water  rrovisional 
Order 375 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts,  1894  and  1896.— Foreign  Animals  Order  of 
1903. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  .     375 

PETITION. 

Intoxicating  Liquors.— Petition  for  restraint  of  sale  of ;  of  the  Mossley  Tem- 
perance Union ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table         375 

Port  Of  London  Bill—  Report  from  the  Joint  Committee,  That  the  Bill 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  proceed  :  The  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  and 
the  Minutes  of  Evidence  laid  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  delivered  out      ...     375 

Irish  Land  Bill.— Date  of  Second  Heading. 

The  Earl  of  JVestmeath 376 

The  Lord  President  of  the  Council  ( Tlie  Duke  of  Devonshire)         ...         ...     376 

EarlSpencer  377 

The  Preservation  of  Wild  Animals  in  Central  Africa. 

Viscount  Sidmouth 377 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (The  Marquess  of  Lansdoicne)     378 

The  Fiscal  Policy  of  the  Country. 

Lord  Wneage 371) 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire 383 

House   adjourned    at    five    minutes    before    Five    o'clock,    till 
To-morrow,  a  quarter  past  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS:  MONDAY,  13th  JULY,  1903. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  not  Previously  Inquired  into 
Complied  with).— Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of 
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the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied  with,  viz. : — Pentillie  Estate  Bill 
[Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  384 

Provisional  Order  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  Applicable  Thereto 
Complied  with).— Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  which  are  applicable  thereto  have  been 
complied  with,  viz. :— -Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords], 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  To-morrow 384 

Private  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  not  Previously  Inquired  into 
not  Complied  with).-— Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one 
of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  not  been  complied  with,  viz.  :— South- Western 
and  Isle  of  Wight  Junction  Kailway  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 

Orders       385 

Merthvr  Tydfil  Urban  District  Council  Bill.— Lords'  Amendments  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to 385 

Port  Talbot  Railway  and  Docks  Bill  [Lords]. — Bead  the  third  time,  and 

passed,  without  Amendment 385 

London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast; Railway  Bill  [Lords].— As  amended, 

considered ;  and  Amendment  made ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  . . .     385 

Lochnell  Estate  Bill  [LordsI  ;  North-Western  Electricity  and  Power-Gas  Bill 
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Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation  and  Amendment  BilL— As 

amended  (by  the  Standing  Committee),  considered. 

Clause  (Forfeiture  of  Excise  licences  in  certain  cases — ) 

"  In  Part  III.,  to  move  the  following  clause — '  Every  holder  of  an 
Excise  licence  for  the  sale  of  excisable  liquor  obtained  without  the  pro- 
duction of  a  certificate  from  a  licensing  Court,  who  shall  be  guilty  of 
an  offence  against  the  provisions  of  the  sections  of  this  Act,  whereof 
the  marginal  notes  are  respectively  "  Distribution  of  liquor  from  vans," 
"  Penalties  for  selling  without  certificate/'  "  Penalty  for  selling  spirits 
or  trafficking  in  excisable  liquors  without  certificate,"  and  "  Penalty 
for  hawking  excisable  liquors,"  or  any  of  such  provisions,  shall,  on 
conviction  thereof,  forfeit  such  licence,  and  shall  be  incapable  of  ob- 
taining or  holding  such  licence  for  a  period  of  two  years  from  the  date 
of  such  conviction,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  the  con- 
victing Court  to  transmit  forthwith  to  the  Commissioners  of  Inland 
Revenue  the  particulars  of  any  such  conviction.'" — (The Lard  Advocate.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  Crombie  (Kincardineshire)       ...     418 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  line  8,  after  the  word  ( provisions '  to  insert  the  words  '  or  of 
knowingly  permitting  any  breach  of  the  peace,  or  riotous  or  disorderly 
conduct  within  his  premises,  or  selling  or  supplying  excisable  liquors 
to  persons  who  are  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  or  selling  or  giving  out 
the  same  on  Sunday.' " — ( Mr.  Crombie.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

The  Lard  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) 419 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  added  to  the  Bill. 

Clause  (Police  to  report  offences) — 

"In  Part  VI.,  insert  the  following  clause:— •  A  chief  officer  of 
police  shall,  without  undue  delay,  report  to  the  procurator  fiscal  or 
other  party  by  this  Act  directed  to  prosecute  offenders  all  offences 
committed  against  this  Act  coming  to  his  knowledge,  and  shall  at'all 
times  use  the  means  within  his  control  for  the  detection  and,  when 
necessary,  the  apprehension  of  all  offenders.' " — (The  Lard  Advocate.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  and  second  tim9  and  added  to  the  Bill 

Mr.  Crombie  419 

Clause  (No  new  grocers'  licences  to  be  granted) — 

"  After  the  passing  of  this  Act  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  licensing 
authority  of  any  burgh  or  county  or  district  of  a  county  to  grant  any 
new  certificate  for  the  sale  of  spirits,  wine,  beer,  or  other  excisable 
liquors  to  any  grocer  or  provision  deiler,  except  in  premises  exclusively 
used  for  the  sale  of  excisable  liquors." — (Mr.  Crambie.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 
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Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray .*. 420 

Sir  Robert  Reid  (Dumfries  Burghs)  420 

Question  pat. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  64  ;  Noes,  102.     (Division  List  No.  142.) 

Mr.  Munro  Ferguson  (Leith,  Burghs)        423 

Clause  (Canvassing) — 

"  Any  person  canvassing  any  member  of  the  licensing  authority 
for  a  licence  shall,  on  summary  conviction  before  the  sheriff,  be  liable  to 
a  penalty  not  exceeding  £100. — (Mr.  Munro  Ferguson.) 

Brought  up  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray 423 

Sir  Robert  Reii      423 

Mr.  Galloway  (Manchester,  S.JF.) 424 

Sir  J.  Fergusson  (Manchester,  N.E.)         425 

Sir  Mark  Stewart  (Kirkcudbrightshire)       425 

Sir  John  Lcng  (Dundee)     ...         ...         ...          ...          ...          ...         ...  426 

Mr.  Groves  (Salford,  S.) 426 

Mr.  Wallace  (Perth)          426 

Sir  Lewis  M'lver  (Edinburgh,  W.)            427 

Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  (Stirling  Burglis)      427 

Mr.  A .  Graham  Murray 427 

Mr.  Pike  Pease  (Darlington)          429 

Captain  Sinclair  (Forfar) 429 

Mr.  Parker  Smith  (Lanarkshire,  Particle) 429 

Mr.  John  JFUson  (Falkirk  Burghs)            430 

Mr.  Buchanan  (Perthshire,  E.)      430 

Sir  J.  Stirling  Maxwell  (Glasgow,  College)            431 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  83 ;  Noes,  146.     (Division  List  No.  143.) 

Sir  J.  Stirling  Maxwell      433 

Clause  (Penalty  on  persons  found  on  premises  during  closing  hours) — 

"If,  during  any  period  during  which  any  premises  are  required 
undjr  the  provisions  of  this  Act  to  be  closed,  any  person  is 
found  on  such  promises,  he  shall,  unless  he  satisfies  the  Court 
that  he  was  an  inmate,  servant,  or  a  lodger  on  such  premises,  or 
a  bond  fide  traveller,  or  that  otherwise  his  presence  on  such 
premises  was  not  in  contravention  of  the  provision  of  this  Act 
with  respect  to  the  closing  of  the  licensed  premises,  be  liable  to  a 
penalty  not  exceeding  40s.  Any  constable  may  demand  the  name  and 
address  of  any  person  found  on  any  premises  during  the  period  during 
which  they  are  required  by  the  provisions  of  this  Act  to  be  closed,  and 
if  he  has  reasonable  ground  to  suppose  that  the  name  and  address  given 
is  false  may  require  evidence  of  the  correctness  of  such  name  and 
address,  and  may,  if  such  person  fail  upon  such  demand  to  give  his 
name  or  address  or  such  evidence,  apprehend  him  without  warrant  and 
convey  him  as  soon  as  practicable  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  or 
other  magistrate.  Any  person  required  by  a  constable  under  this 
section  to  give  his  name  and  address  who  fails  to  give  the  same,  or 
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gives  a  false  name  and  address,  or  gives  false  evidence  with  respect  to 
such  name  and  address,  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  J&5." — 
(Sir  J.  Stirling-Maxwell.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray 

Question  put  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Galloway         

Clause  (Exemption  of  Kail  way  Stations)  — 

"  Nothing  in  this  Act  contained  as  to  hours  of  closing  shall 
preclude  the  sale  at  any  time  at  a  railway  station  of  excisable  liquors 
to  persons  arriving  at  or  departing  from  such  stations  by  railroad." — 
(Mr.  Galloway.) 

Brought  up  and  read  the  first  time. 


Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  148 ;  Noes,  117.     (Division  Lisfc  No.  144.) 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Cromhie  

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  word  \  Courts/  and  insert 
the  word  '  authorities.1 " — (Mr.  Crombie.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word  *  Courts'  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray 

Sir  Robert  Reid      

Mr.  McCrae  (Edinburgh,  E.)        

Mr.  Whiitaker  (Yorkshire  W.  R,  Spen  Valley) 

Mr.  Asquith  (Fifeshire,  E.)  

Mr.  Wallace  (Perth)  

Mr.  Hunter  Craig  (Lanarkshire,  Govan)  ... 

Sir  John  Leng        

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray 

Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  206;  Noes,  90. 

Sir  Robert  Revl     


(Division  List,  No.  145.) 
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Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  uThat  the  clause  be  read  a  second 

time." 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Mutray 
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Sir  Robert  Reid      
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Sir  J.  Fergusson 
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Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  (Wigtonsliire)            

437 

Mr.  Munro  Ferguson         ...         

...     438 

Mr.  Corbett  (Glasgow,  Tradeston) 

...     438 

Mr.  Greiton  (Derbyshire,  S.)          

438 

Sir  Mark  Stewart 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  1,  line  13,  after  the  word  'royal/  to  insert  the  word 
'or:'"— (Sir  R'jbert  lltid.) 

Question  put>  "That  the  word  'or '  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 


The  Earl  of  Dalkeith  (Roxburgh) 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray 

Mr.  Asher  (Elgin  Burghs) 

Sir  Mark  Stewart 

Mr.  Munro  Ferguson  

Sir  H.  Campbell-Banmnnan         

Mr.  Asquith  

Captain  S  nclair     # 

Mr.  Eugene  Wason  (Clackmannan  and  Kinross)  ..; 
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Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  97  ;  Noes,  226.     (Division  List  No.  146.) 

Mr.  Eugene  Wason  459 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  14,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  seven,'  and  insert  the 
word  *  four.' " — (Mr.  Eugene  Wason.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  seven '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray 461 

Mr.  Parker  Smith ...  462 

Mr.McCrae  462 

Mr.  Crombie  ...  462 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  220  ;  Noes,  95.     (Division  List,  No.  147.) 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  pace  1,  line  14,  after  the  word  'thousand,'  to  insert  the 
words  '  and  for  each  burgh  containing  a  population  under  7,000,  but 
of  or  exceeding  4,000,  the  magistrates  of  which  have  power  to  grant 
certificates  under  the  existing  Acts.'  " — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Asher 465 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  line  2,  after  the  word  '  containing '  to  insert  the  words  '  at 
the  date  of  the  passing  of  this  Act  as  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland.'  "—(Mr.  Asher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  here  inserted  in  the  proposed 
Amendment  to  the  Bill." 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray ...     466 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
The  Earl  of  DaVceiih. 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  four '  and  insert  the  word 
•  two.' "— (Earl  of  Dalkeith) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word  'four'  stand  part  of  the  proposed 
Amendment  to  the  Bill.'1 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray 467 

Sir  Robert  Beid      467 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Proposed  words  there  inserted  in  the  Bill 

Mr.  Charles  Douglas  (Lanarksldre,  N.  W.)  467 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  1,  line  15,  to  leave  out  from  the  words  *  consisting  of,' 
to  the  word  *  Provided/  in  line  18,  and  insert  the  words  'a  committee 
appointed  by  the  town  council  from  their  own  number  in  accordance 
with  the  scale  contained  in  the  first  schedule  annexed  hereto.717 — (Mr. 
Charles  Douglas)  instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  to  the  word 
1  and '  in  line  16,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill 

"  In  page  1,  line  16,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  being '  to  end  of 
clause." — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Question  proposed  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill.77 

Mr.  Parker  Smith 469 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Charles  Douglas  470 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  2,  line  25,  to  leave  out  the  words  'one  half  of.7 " — (Mr. 
Charles  Douglas.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  '  one  half  of 7  stand  part  of  the  Bill.,, 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray 470 

Mr.  Dalziel  470 

Mr.  black 471 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  217 ;  Noes,  86.     (Division  List  No.  148.) 

Mr.  Eugene  JFason 473 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  words,  '  the  magistrates  of 
which  have  power  to  grant  certificates  under  the  existing  Acts.7 " — 
(Mr.  Eugene  JFason. ) 
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Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill/ 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray 475 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  2,  line  38,  to  leave  out  from  beginning  of  line,  to  the 
word  *  Provided/  in  lino  39,  and  insert  the  words,  '  number  of  the 
Court  without  such  addition  as  the  population  of  the  burgh  bears  to 
the  population  of  the  county  or  district  excluding  every  such  burgh/  " 
—(The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Dalkeith  475 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

"  In  page  2,  line  30,  after  the  word  '  magistrates/  to  insert  the 
words,  'or  councillors.'  "—(The  Earl  of  Dalkeith.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Munro  Ferguson  475 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  line  3,  to  leave  out  clause  4." — (Mr.  Munro  Ferguson.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  to  the  words, 
'one-half   in  line  5,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray 

Mr.  Asher 

Mr.  Black 

Mr.  Bryce  (Aberdeen,  S.) 

Sir  Chas.  Renshaw  (Renfrewshire y  W.)      

Sir  James  Ferguson 

Mr.  Dalziel  

Mr.  Groves  

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  -.—Ayes,  217 ;  Noes,  76.     (Division  List  No.  149.) 

And  it  being  after  half-past  Seven  of  the  clock,  further  consideration  of  the 
Bill,  as  amended,  stood  adjourned  till  this  Evening's  Sitting. 
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EVENING  SITTING. 

Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation  and  Amendment  BilL—  As 
amended  (by  the  Standing  Committee),  further  considered. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  line  5,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  one-half/  and  insert 
the  words  '  two-thirds.'  "—(Mr.  Groves.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  *  one-half '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     481 

Mr.Grettm  482 
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Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  line  10,  after  the  word '  (2),'  insert  the  words '  Except 
as  hereinafter  provided.' " 

"  In  page  3,  lines  23  and  24,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  having  a 
separate  licensing  Court  and  containing  a  population,'  and  insert  the 
.    words  '  containing  a  population  of  or  exceeding  7,000  and.' " 

"  In  page  3,  line  30,  after  the  word  '  Courts,'  to  insert  the  words 
'and  from  any  burgh  licensing  Court  for  a  burgh  situate  within  the 
county  which  is  not  specified  in  the  immediately  preceding  sub-section/  " 
— (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  lines  39  and  40,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  a  proprietor 
of  lands  or  houses  or  has  not  a  residence  or  a  place  of  business,'  and 
insert  the  words  '  entered  in  the  valuation  roll  in  force  for  the  time 
being  as  a  proprietor,  tenant,  or  occupier  of  lands  or  heritages. ' " — 
(The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Charles  Douglas         483 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill  — 

"  In  page  4,  line  3,  at  the  end,  to  add  the  words  '  (a)  The  Court 
of  appeal  from  a  county  licensing  Court  or  county  district  licensing 
court  as  hereinbefore  provided  shall  be  modified  by  the  addition  thereto 
for  each  county  of  such  a  number  of  representatives,  being  magistrates 
from  the  burghs  under  7,000  population,  within  each  county  as  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  shall  determine,  by  order  under  his  hand,  having 
regard  to  the  relative  population  of  the  burghs  and  county  respectively  : 
Provided,  that  the  number  of  magistrates  to  be  determined  as  aforesaid 
shall  not  exceed  the  number  of  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county 
contained  in  the  Court  of  appeal ;  (b)  The  burgh  representatives  on 
the  Court  of  appeal  as  provided  in  the  immediately  preceding  sub- 
section shall  be  elected  at  a  meeting  of  the  magistrates  of  the  burghs 
without  separate  licensing  Courts  within  each  county,  to  be  convened 
by  the  town  clerk  of  the  county  town  of  each  county  on  the  third 
Tuesday  of  December  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  four,  and  they 
shall  hold  office  till  the  third  Tuesday  of  December  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  five,  when  they  shall  retire,  and  their  successors  shall 
be  elected  at  a  meeting  to  be  convened  as  aforesaid,  and  thereafter  such 
retiral  and  election  shall  take  place  every  third  year  at  a  meeting 
convened  as  aforesaid  to  be  held  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  December, 
and  the  members  so  elected  shall  act  for  three  years/  "—  (Mr.  Charles 
Douglas.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray 484 

Mr.Dalziel  484 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  56  ;  Noer,  1 10.     (Division  List  No.  150.) 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill  — 

"In  page  4,  line  31,  to  leave  out  from  beginning  of  line  to  the 
word  'and,'  in  line  32."— (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Dalkeith         ...         ...     485 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  6,  line  10,  to  leave  out  sub-section  (11)."— (The  Earl 
of  Dalkeith.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  to  the  nord 
*  new  '  in  line  12,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  6,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  word '  new.' "— (Sir  John  Leng.) 
Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  new '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray ...     486 

Mr.DaJziel  483 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  124 ;  Noes,  63.     (Division  List  No.  151.) 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  6,  line  12,  after  the  word  '  certificate,'  to  insert  the  words 
1  or  renewal.  " — (Sir  John  Leng.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray 480 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  12,  line  5,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  premises,'  to  end 
of  sub-section  (1),  and  insert  the  words  *  and  notwithstanding  the  repeal 
of  any  enactment  by  this  Act  the  duty  payable  upon  any  Excise  licence 
granted  in  pursuance  of  such  a  certificate  shall  continue  to  be  at  the 
same  rate  as  was  exigible  for  a  similar  licence  immediately  before  the 
passing  of  this  Act.' '  — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill.* 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill,"put,and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  12,  line  18,  to  leave  out  the  word  'eleventh/  and  insert 
the  words  *  twenty-eighth.' " — (Sir  John  Leng.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  eleventh  '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Question  put  and  negatived. 

Question  "  That  the  words  '  twenty -eighth '  be  then  inserted  put,  and  agreed 
to." 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  13,  line  24,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the  words  ' For  the 
purpose  of  preventing  repeated  applications  for  new  certificates  a 
licensing    Court    may   at    any    general    half-yearly   meeting    make 
regulations  determining  the  time  which  must  elapse  after  the  hearing 
*?  and  refusal  of  one  application  for  a  certificate  before  another  application 

may  be  made  in  respect  of  the  same  premises.  Provided  that  the  Court 
may  in  their  discretion,  for  good  cause  shown,  dispense  with  the  observ- 
ance of  these  regulations  in  any  particular  case.'" — (Mr.  Huntir  Craig.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray 491 

Sir.  Robert  Reid      ...         491 

Mr.Dalzid 492 

Mr.  Hunter  Craig 493 

Mr.  Gretton 495 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1 7,  line  1,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  or  proprietor  or  occupier 
of  property  in  the  neighbourhood  of  such  house/  " — (Mr.  Gretton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill/' 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray 496 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  17,  line  1,  after  the  first  word  '  or/  to  insert  the  words 
'  if  any/  "—  (The  Lard  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  17,  line  2,  after  the  word  '  house/  to  insert  the  words 
'  who  has  objected  before  the  licensing  Court  to  the  granting  or  renewal 
of  any  such  certificate/  " — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Black ...     497 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  22,  line  17,  after  the  word  '  Sunday/  to  insert  the  words 
*  or  when  in  any  case  the  Court  considers  that  the  premises  should  be 

closed  during  the  whole  of  Sunday/  " — (Mr.  Black.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill/' 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray 498 

Mr.  Crombrie         ...     498 

Mr.  Parker  Smith 500 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes  76 ;  Noes,  165.     (Division  List  No.  153.) 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  23,  line  7,  at  beginning  to  insert  the  words  '  either  (1)/  " 
—  (Tlie  Lord  Advocate.) 
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Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray      501 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill. — 

" In  page  23,  line  11,  to  leave  out  the  word  'and,'  and  insert  the 
words  'or  (2)  to  open  any  restaurant  for  which  a  public-house  certifi- 
cate is  held  or  keep  the  same  open  for  the  sale  and  consumption  of 
provisions  and  refreshments  of  any  kind  other  than  exciseable  liquors 
on  such  public  or  special  occasion,  and  for  that  purpose  only  during 
such  time,  and  before  or  beyond  the  hours  prescribed  by  his  certificate 
for  opening  and  closing  respectively,  Sunday  expected, 
and  in  either  case.' " — (The  Lord  Advocate  ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  23,  line  34,  after  the  word  *  permission,'  to  insert  the 
words  'to  sell  exciseable  liquors.'  "—  (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr  Groves ...     503 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

"In  page  23,  lines  40  and  41,  to  leave  out  the  words  'and  on 
such  other  occasions  as  the  licensing  Court  may  deem  fit  and  expedient 
for  special  reasons.'  "—(Mr.  Groves .) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill. ' 

Sir  J.  Stirling  Maxwell     503 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray 504 

Mr.  Munro  Ferguson         504 

Mr.  Parker  Smith 504 

Major  Jameson  (Clare,  fF.)           505 

Mr.Dalziel 506 

Mr.  Buchanan        506 

Mr.  Asher 507 

Mr.Bryce 507 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  23,  line  40,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  occasions,'  and  insert 
the  words  '  days  not  being  more  than  four  in  any  one  year.' " — (The 
Lord  Advocate.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  'occasions '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Dalziel  508 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  65 ;  Noes,  181.     (Division  List  No.  154.) 

Proposed  words  there  inserted  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Shaw  Stewart  (Renfrewshire,  E.)       • 511 

Mr.  Buchanan        512 

Mr.  A.  Graham     512 

Question  put 
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The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  76 ;  Noes,  159.     (Division  List  No.  155.) 

Words  "  wines  and  spirits  "  there  inserted  in  the  Bill. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  24,  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  with  other  informa- 
tion as  may  be  considered  by  them  necessary/  " — (Mr.  Greiton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  John  Leng        515 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  25,  line  2,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  to  be  consumed  on 
the  premises.1 " — (Sir  John  Leng.) 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray 515 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill/ 

The  House  proceeded  to  a  division. 

Sir  A  Acland-Hood  and  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fbllowes  were  appointed  Tellers 
for  the  Ayes ;  but  no  Member  being  willing  to  act  as  Teller  for  the 
Noes,  Mr.  Speaker  declared  that  the  Ayes  had  it 

Sir  John  Leng        516 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  25,  lines  28  and  29,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  in  that  part 
of  the  premises  where  exciseable  liquor  is  sold  or  consumed.' " — (Sir 
John  Leng.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill/ 

And,  it  being  Midnight,  consideration  of  the  Bill,  as  amended  (by  the 
Standing  Committee),  stood  adjourned. 

Bill,  as  amended  (by  the  Standing  Co  nmittee),  to  be  further  considered 
upon  Wednesday. 

Day  Industrial  Schools  (Ireland)  Bill— Considered  in  Committee ;  Com- 
mittee report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  to-morrow        516 

Church    Discipline    Bill.— Considered    in    Committee;    Committee    report 

Progress  ;  to  sit  again  to-morrow       516 

Adjourned  at  seven  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS:  TUESDAY,  14th  JULY,  1903. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Standing  Orders  Committee.— Report  from,  That  the  Standing  Orders  not 
complied  with  in  respect  of  the  Ulster  and  Connaught  Light  Railways  Bill 
ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  subject  to  Clause  14  being  struck  out  of  the 
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Bill,  unlets  the  special  resolution  of  the  Clogher  Valley  Railway  Company 
approving  of  the  Bill  be  proved  before  the  Examiner*  before  the  Third 
Reading  of  the  Bill. 

Read,  and  agreed  to     517 

Haiimtllt  Forest  Bill — The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed  the  House  that 
the  opposition  to  the  Bill  was  withdrawn  :  The  order  made  on  the  18th  of 
June  last  discharged,  and  Bill  committed      >..     517 

Mullingar,  Kells,   and  Dnwheda  Railway  BilL— The  King's  consent 

signified ;  and,  Bill  reported  from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Amendments    517 
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Reported,  with  Amendments  ...  517 

Great    Southern    and    Western    Railway    Bill.— Reported,    without 

Amendment      517 

Strabane  and  Letterkenny  Railway  Bill ;  Baker  Street  and  Waterloo 
Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill ;  Sheffield  Corporation  Bill. — Moved, 
That  the  order  made  on  the  16th  March  last,  "  That  no  Private  Bill  brought 
from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  the  18th  day 
of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bills  be  now  read  2% ;  agreed 
to ;  Bills  read  2*  accordingly  ...         517 

Wood  Green  Urban  District  Council  Bill;  Baker  Street  and  Waterloo 
Railway  (Transfer)  Bill,  now  Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  Bill ; 
Walker  and  Wailsend  Union  Gas  Bill ;  Midland  Great  Western  Railway  of 
Ireland  BilL — Read  3*,  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to 
the  Commons 517 

Kinglton-npon-Holl  Corporation  Bill ;  Strabane  and  Letterkenny  Railway 
Bill ;  Sheffield  Corporation  Bill. — Committed :  The  Committees  to  be 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection       518 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill. — 

Committed 518 

South  Shields  Corporation  BilL — Reported  from  the  Select  Committee,  That 
the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  no 
parties  having  appeared  in  opposition  thereto ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  Table :  The  orders  made  on  the  30th  of  June  and  Thursday  last 
discharged ;  and  Bill  committed         518 

Oastleblaney,  Keady,  and  Armagh  Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill ; 
Croydon  and  District  Electric  Tramways  Bill. — Brought  from  the 
Commons;  read  1*;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  518 

Port  Talbot  Railway  and  Docks  Bill  [h.l.].— Returned  from  the  Commons 

agreed  to  518 

Frinton-on-Sea  Sea  Defences   Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from  the  Commons 

agreed  to,  with  Amendments 518 


Merthyr  Tydfil  Urban  District  Council  BilL— Returned  from  the  Commons 
with  the  Amendments  agreed  to        


518 
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Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9)  Bill;  Electric  Lighting 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill — House  in  Committee  (accDrding  to  Order) : 
Bills  reported  without  Amendment :  Standing  Committee  negatived  ; 
and  Bills  to  be  read  3*  on  Thursday  next     518 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill— House  in  Committee 
(according  to  Order) :  An  Amendment  made :  Standing  Committee 
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Glasgow  Corporation  Tramways  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [h.u]  ;  Glasgow 
Corporation  (Police)  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Irvine  and  District 
Water  Board  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Lanarkshire  Tramways  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.). — Read  2*  ^according  to  Order),  and  (pursuant  to 
the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899),  deemed  to  have 
been  reported  from  the  Committee  :  Bills  to  be  read  3*  on  Thursday  next    518 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill ;  Pier  and  Harbour 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill. — Read  3*  (according  to  Order),  with  the 
Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons 519 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill.— Read  3*  (according  to 

Order),  with  the  Amendment,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons    519 

Metropolitan  Police  Provisional  Order  Bill ;  Harrow  Road  and  Paddineton 
Tramways  Bill.— Report  from  the  Committee  of  .Selection,  That  the  Lord 
Colchester  be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee 
on  the  said  Bills  in  the  place  of  the  Earl  of  Craven ;  read,  and  agreed  to  ...     519 

Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Railway  Bill;  Ebbw  Vale  Water  and 
Improvement  Bill;  Western  Valleys  (Monmouthshire)  Sewerage  Board 
Bill.— Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  Earl  of  Hadding- 
ton, the  Lord  Kintore  (E.  Kintore),  and  the  Lord  Colchester  be  oroposed  to 
the  House  as  members  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  said  "Bills  in  the 
place  of  the  Earl  Waldegrave,  the  Earl  of  Powis,  and  the  Lord  Harris,  and 
that  the  Lord  Kintore  (E.  Kintore)  be  Chairman  of  the  said  Committee ; 
read,  and  agreed  to      ..      519 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

India  (Accounts  and  Estimates  1903-1904).— Explanatory  Memorandum  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India.  Presented  [by  Command],  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table       519 

Licensing  Act  Amendment  Bill— [Second  Reading.].— Order  of  the  Day 
for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

The  Earl  of  Wemyss         520 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*.— (The  Earl  of  Wemyss.) 

The  Lord  Cliancdlvr  (The  Earl  of  Halsbury)         522 

The  Earl  of  Wemyss  522 

Motion  (by  leave  of  the  House)  withdrawn. 

Motor-Cars  Bill  [h.l.].— [Second  Reading.]— Order  of  the  Day  for  the 
Second  Reading  read. 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\—(Lord  Balfour  of  Bvrleigh.) 
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The  Marquess  of  Oranby , ...  52a 

The  Earl  of  Camperdown 526 

The  Earl  of  Rosslyn          535 

The  Earl  of  Mayo 537 

Lord  Lamington     540 

Lord  Kelvin           541 

Earl  Spencer          542 

The  Secretary  for  Scotland  (Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)      545 

Lord  Tweedmouih 554 

On  Question,  BUI  read  2\ 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 557 

Bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Friday  next. 

Marine  Store  Dealers  (Ireland)  BilL— [Second  Beading.]— Order  of  the 
day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

The  Earl  of  Denbigh  558 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\—(The  Earl  of  Denbigh.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 

Elementary  Education  Amendment  Bill;  Lunacy  Acts  (Amendment) 
London  Bill  [h.l.]. — Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee  without 
Amendment,  and  to  be  read  3*  on  Thursday  next 558 

Pistoll  Bill — Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee  with  Amendments :  The 
Report  thereof  to  be  received  on  Thursday  next ;  and  Bill  to  be  printed  as 
amended.     (No  164.) 558 

The  Fiscal  Inquiry. 

Viscount  Goschen 558 

The  Lord  President  of  the  Council  (The  Duke  of  Devonshire)       559 

The  London  Education  Bill. 

EarlSpencer  561 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire 561 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  Seven  o'clock,  to  Thursday 
next,  a  quarter  past  Four  o'clock. 
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(  The  House  met  at  two  of  the  Clock. 

\     Thi  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.— The  Clerk  at  the  Table  informed  the 

*  House  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means   ...     561 

t 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills  [Lords  1  (Standing  Orders  not  previously  enquired  into 
complied  WITH.)—- Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the 
Examinere  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  following 
Bills,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading  thereof, 
the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  nnd  which  are  applicable 
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thereto,  have  been  complied  with,  viz. : — Brighton  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] ; 
South  Staffordshire  Tramways  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time         562 

Grindleford,  Baslow,  and  Bakewell  Railway  Bill.— Lords' Amendments 

considered,  and  agreed  to        562 

Cardiff  Railway  Bill  [Lords].— Head  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amend- 
ments    ...         562 

Croydon  and  District  Electric  Tramways  Bill— Read  the  third  time,  and 

passed.     [New  Title.] 562 

Scottish  American  Mortgage  Company,  Limited,  Bill  [Lords].— Read 

the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments  562 

Didcot,  Newbury,  and  Southampton  Railway  Bill  [Lords].— As  amended, 

considered  ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time 562 

Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  Bill  [Lords]. — As  amended,  considered, 

Amendments  made ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time 562 

Oosport  and  Fareham  Tramways  Bill  [Lords!  ;  Manchester  Corporation 
Bill  ["Lords];  South  Eastern  and  London,  Chatham  and  Dover  Railways 
Bill  [Lords J. — Bead  a  second  time  and  committed 562 

Castleblaney,  Keady,  and  Armagh  Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill  — 

Ordered,  That,  in  the  case  of  tne  Castleblaney,  Keady,  and  Armagh  Bail- 
way  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill,  Standing  Orders  84,  214,  215,  and  239  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  taken  into  consideration  provided 
amended  prints  shall  have  been  previously  deposited. — (Mr.  CcMweU.) 

Bill,  as  amended,  considered  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  Nos.  223  and  243  be  suspended,  and 
that  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time.— (J/r.  Caldwell) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed       562 

Aston  Manor  Improvement  Bill  [Lords]  [By  Order].— Verbal  Amendments 

made ;  Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments      563 

Hastings  Harbour  District  Railway  Bill  [Lords]  [Bt  Order].— Bead  a 

second  time,  and  committed 563 

Local  Government  Provisional  Order  (No.  16)  Bill— Lords*  amendments 

considered,  and  agreed  to        563 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords].— Read  a  second  time 

and  committed 563 

Message  from  the  Lords. 

That  they  have  agreed  to— Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  6)  Bill,  without  Amendment. 

Metropolitan  District  Railway  (Various  Powers)  Bill ;  Great  Northern 
Railway  Bill ;  Midland  and  Belfast  and  Northern  Counties  Railways  Bill, 
with  Amendments. 

Amendments  to  Hexham  Gas  Bill  [Lords],  without  Amendment       ...     563 
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NEW  BILL. 
Maval  Works  (Portsmouth  Barracks  Site)  Bill  -  "  For  vesting  in  the 
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thereon  for  the  purpose  of,  or  in  connection  with,  the  erection  of  barracks 
and  for  other  matters  incidental  thereto,"  presented  by  Mr.  Pretyman  ;  to 
be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday,  22nd  July,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  276.]  587 

London  Education  Bill. — As  amended,  considered. 

Mr.  Bryce  (Aberdeen,  S.) 588 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"To  leave  out  Clause  1."—  (Mr.  Bryce.) 
VOL  CXXV.    [Fourth  Series].  e 
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Mr.  Lloyd-George  (Carnarvon  Boroughs) 595 

Mr.  Lough  (Islington,  W.) 596 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  ( Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar)      597 

Dr.  Afacnamara     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  598 

Mr.  Cohen  (Islington,  E.) 591 

Mr.Bryce 599 

-Question  put  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Lough 600 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  8,  to  leave  out  Clause  2." — (Mr.  Lough.) 

..^Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  of  Clause  2,  to  the  word  'provided' 
in  line  8,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Jlfr,  Whitley  (Ihdif ax)      601 

S[ir tV\lliam  Anson  601 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  (Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar)      603 

Sir  John  Gorst  (Cambridge  Univcisity)      604 

Mr.  Whitmore  (Chelsea)      606 

Dr.  Marnamara     ...  ...  ...  ...  ..^         ...  ...  ...  606 

Mr.  Lloi/d-George 607 

Mr.  Yoxall  (Nottingham,  W.)       608 

Mr.  Bund  (Nottingham,  E.)  609 

Mr.  Georqe  White  (Norfolk,  N.W.)  609 

Mr.  Bryre \ ... 610 

Question  put.  '  ■ 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  226  ;  Noes,  111.     (Division  List,  No.  157.) 

Mr.  Peel  (Manchester,  S.) 615 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill  — 

"In  page  1,  line  8,  after  the  word  '  elementary/  to  insert  the  word 
'schools.'"— (Mr.  Peel.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  schools '  be  th$re  inspi$e4  *n  the  Bill." 
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Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  616 

Mr.Bryce 617 

Question  pat  and  agreed. 

Mr.  Mansfield  (Lincolnshire,  Spalding) 617 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  8,  leave  out  the  words,  'provided  schools.' " — 
(Mr.  Mansfield.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word  '  provided '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Sir  JFilliam  Anson  619 

Mr.Yoxall 620 

Dr.  Macnamara     621 

Mr.  Whitby  623 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  625 

Mr.  George  White 626 

Mr.  Lough 627 

Mr.  Spear  (Devonshire,  Tavistock) 628 

Mr.  Samuel  Evans  (Glamorganshire,  Mid.)  629 

Question  put 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  253  ;  Noes,  130.     (Division  List,  No.  158.) 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  8,  to  leave  out  the  word  • schools,'  and  insert  the 
words,  '  by  the  local  education  authority.' " — (Mr.  Peel.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bond 633 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  8,  after  the  last  Amendment  to  leave  out  the 
words,  *  within  the  area  of  each  Metropolitan  Borough.' " — (Mr.  Bond.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words,  '  within  the  area  of  each  Metropolitan 
Borough '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Whitley           635 

Mr.J/mgh 636 

Sir  Frederick  Banbury  (CamberweU,  Perkham) 637 

Dr.  Macnamara      .637 

Mr  Henry  Hobhouse  (Somersetshire,  E.) 638 

Mr.  Bryce 638 

Sir  William  Anson            640 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton            640 

Mr.  Cohen 641 

Mr.  Alfred  Hutton  (Yorkshire,  W.K.,  Motley)      642 

Question  put. 

Jhe  House  divided  :— -Ayes,  239 ;  Noes,  128.     (Division  List,  No.  159.) 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  L  line  9,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  each,'  and  insert  the 
word  ' any™— (Mr.  Peel.) 

Amendment  agroed. to.  '        ■•■' 

e2 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  1,  line  9,  to  leave  out  the  words  'or  bodies.™ — 
(Mr.  Peel) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  '  or  bodies '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  YoxaU 646 

Sir  Willian  Jnsvn 647 

Mr.  Bousfield  (Hackney,  N.)  647 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Peel        647 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— - 

"  In  page  1,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  whose  number/  and 
insert  the  words  'the  number  of  those  managers  and  the  manner 
in  which  schools,  in  cases  where  it  is  desirable,  should  be  grouped  under 
one  body  of  managers  or  placed  under  more  than  one  body  of  mana- 
gers.'"— (Mr.  Ped). 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words '  whose  number '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Dr.  Macnamara      

Mr.  Bryce 

Mr.  Ernest  Gray  (West  Ham,  N.) 

Mr.  Bousfield         

Sir  William  Anson  

Mr.  Lloyd-George 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the  clock,  further  consideration  of  the 
Bill,  as  amended,  stood  adjourned  till  this  evening's  sitting. 
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EVENING    SITTING. 
London  Education  Bill— As  amended,  further  considered. 

Proceedings  resumed  upon  Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill  [14th  July] — 

"  In  page  1,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  whose  number/  and 
insert  the  words  ' the  number  of  those  managers  and  the  manner  in 
which  schools,  in  cases  where  it  is  desirable,  should  be  grouped 
under  one  body  of  managers  or  placed  under  more  than  one  body 
of  managers/  " — (Mr.  Peel.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  the  words, • whose  number '  stand  part  of 
the  BUI." 

Question  put  and  negatived. 

Question  proposed,  '•  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill" 

Proposed  words  amended  by  leaving  out  the  words  "  or  placed  under  more 
than  one  body  of  managers."— (Z>/\  Macnamara). 

Proposed  words,  as  amended,  inserted  in  the  Bill. 

Dr.  Macnamara      650 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  1,  line  10,  after  the  word  « determined,'  to  insert  the 
words  *  after  consultation  with/  " — (Dr.  Macnamara). 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill/' 
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Mr.  Bausfield  

Mr.  Ernest  Gray 

Mr.YoxaU 

Mr.  Cohen 

Sir  Michael  Foster  (London  University)      

Sir  John  Garst        ...  

Mr.  Bryce 

Mr.  Bond 

Sir  William  Anson  ...         

Mr.  WhiOey  

Question  put — 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  86  ;  Noes,  144.     Division  List  No.  160.) 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  1,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  words  ' council  of  each 
borough,1  and  insert  the  words  'local  education  authority/ '  —  (Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton.) 

Sir  Wm.  Anson 

Question  put — 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  158 ;  Noe3,  100.     (Division  List  No.  161.) 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill  - 

"In  page  1,  line  11,  after  the  word  'borough'  to  insert  the 
words  '  after  consultation  with  the  local  education  authority  and/  " — 
Mr.  Peel 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  1,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  words  'Provided  that.'" — 
(Mr.  Peel.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Dr.  Macnamara 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

"  In  page  1,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  three-fourths,'  and 
insert  the  words  '  one-third.' " — (Dr.  Macnamara). 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  '  three-fourths '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  W.  F.  D.  Smith  (Strand,  Jrestminstn) 

Mr.  Ernest  Gray    

Lord  Edmund  Fitzmaurice  (Wiltshire,  Cru'kladt)  ... 

Sir  William  Anson ■... .         ...         

Mr.  Bryce 

Mr.  Bond 

Mr.Bausfield  

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  '  one  third '  be  there  inserted." 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  110 ;  Noes,  172.    (Division  List  No.  162.) 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  12.  after  the  last  Amendment,  td  insert  the  words 
•  two-thirds.' "— (Sir  William  Anson.) 

Question  put,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the* Bill." 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  177  ;  Noes,  105.     (Division  List  No.  163.) 

Mr.  Mansfield 679 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  1,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  word  'shall '  and  insert  the 
word  *  may/  "—(Mr.  Mansfield.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  • shall '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Sir  William  Anson  680 

Mr.  Lloyd-George 681 

Dr.  Macnamara 681 

Question  put — 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  176  ;  Noes,  83.     (Division  List  No.  164). 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page   1,  line  13,  to  leave  out  the  words  •  one-fourth '  and 
insert  the  words  *  one-third.'  " — (Sir  William  Anson.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  A.J.  Balfour 683 

Mr.  Lough...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     683 

And,  it  being  Midnight,  further  consideration  of  the  Bill,  as  amended, 
stood  adjourned. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  further  considered  this  day. 

Naval  Works  (Portsmouth  Barracks  Site)  Bill— Ordered,  that  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills  do  examine  the  Naval  Works  (Ports 
mouth  Barracks  Site)  Bill  with  respect  to  compliance  with  the  Standing 
Orders  relative  to  Private  Bills.— (Mr.  Pretyman.) 684 

Adjourned  at  five  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS  :    WEDNESDAY,  15th  JULY,  1903. 
The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  clock. 

UNOPPOSED    PRIVATE   BILL    BUSINESS. 
Alexandra  Park  and  Palace  Bill  (Br  Order).    Read  the  third  time,  and 


685 

Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board  Bill  [Lords];  Scottish  Ontario 
and  Manitoba  Land  Company  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  a  second  time,  and 
committed         685 

Sutton  Ooldfield  Corporation  Bill  [Lords].— Reported  from  the  Police  and 
Sanitary  Committee,  with  Amendments ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed         ...         685 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  *  council  of '  stand  part  of  the  BilLw 
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PETITIONS. 

Cruelty  to  Animals  Bill.— Petition  of  the  Scottish  Society  for  the  Prevention 

of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  in  favour;  to  lie  upon  the  Table     ...-     685 

Licenses. — Petition  from  Carlisle,  for  alteration  of  law;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    685 

Licensing  (Scotland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill.— Petition  from  St.  Andrew's, 

Johnstone,  for  alteration ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      685 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Horse  Breeding  (Royal  Commission).— Copy  presented,  of  Ninth  Report 
of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Horse  Breeding,  with  Appendices  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  Upon  the  Table      685 

Imperial  Revenue  (Collection  and  Expenditure)  (Great  Britain  and 
Ireland).— Return  presented,  relative  thereto  (ordered  31st  March — Mr. 
Joseph  A.  Pease),  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  256.)    ...     685 

Superannuation  Act,  1887.— Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute,  dated 
11th  July,  1903,  granting  to  Louis  Charles  Lepts,  Sorting  Clerk  and 
Telegraphist,  Liverpool  Post  Office,  a  retired  allowance  under  the  Act  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 686- 


Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890.— Copy  presented,  of  Regulations 
made  by  the  Local  Government  Board  for  Ireland  as  to  issue  of  Stock  by 
Urban  Authorities  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  686 

Allotments  (Scotland).— Return  presented,  relative  thereto  (ordered  25th 
May ;  Mr.  Eugene  rVason) ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be .  printed. 
(No.  257.)         686 

i 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Laundry  and  Cookery  Lessons  for  Female  Prisoners— Female  Prison 
Inspectors.— Question,  Mr.  Flower  (Bradford,  W.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Akers 
Douglas  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         •••     686 

Distribution  of  Non-Resident  Outdoor  Relief.— Question,  Mr.  Herbert 

Samuel  (Yorkshire,  Cleveland) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Walter  Long  ...         ...     687 

Exports  and  Re-kxports  carried  by  British  Ships. — Question,  Colonel 

Denny  (Kilmarnock  Burghs) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour  ...     687 

British  Colonies— Revenue  from  Import  Duties.— Question,  Mr.  Alfred 

Da  vies  (Carmarthen  Boroughs) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour       ...         /..     688 

Savings  Bank  Deposits  in  Great  Britain  and  Abroad.— Question,  Mr. 

Markham  (Nottinghamshire,  Mansfield) .  Answer,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour     . . .     688 

Increase   in   Coal   Exports.— Question,  Sir  Joseph  Lawrence  (Monmouth 

Boroughs  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour        •  »••     689 

American   All-Rail  Export  Rates   for  Wheat.  —  Question,   Mr.  Hugh    . 
Smith  (Northumberland, Tyneside) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour  ...     689 

Competitive  Examinations  for  Postal  Appointments  at  Dublin.— Ques 
tion,  Mr.  Nannetti  (Dublin,  College  Green);  Answer,  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain      ...         » 689 
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Management  of   Male  Dining-Room  at  Dublin   Telegraph  Office.— 

Question,  Mr.  Nannetti ;  Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  690 

Gordon-Bennet  Cup— Breakdown  of   Telegraphic   Arrangements   at 
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District  Contracts  for  Regimental  Institutes. — Question,  Sir  Thomas 
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South  African  War  Medal  for  2nd  Royal  Scots  Fusiliers. — Question, 
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QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Young  Officers  and  Indian  Service.— Question,  Mr.  Orr-Ewing  (Ayr 
Burghs);  Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office  (Lord 
Stanley,  Lancashire,  Westhoughton) 694 

Post  Office  Employees  and  Volunteer  Camps. — Question,  Mr.  Crombie 
(Kincardineshire) ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster-General  (Mr.  Austen  Chamber- 
lain, Worcestershire,  E.)  694 

Devonport  and  Portsmouth  Dockyards.— Question,  Sir  Charles  Dilke 
(Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
(Mr.  Arnold-Forster,  Belfast,  W.)      695 

Bosyth.— Question,  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson  (Dundee) ;  Answer,  The  Civil  Lord 

of  the  Admiralty  ( Mr.  Pretyraan,  Suffolk,  Woodbridge) 695 

Annual  Cost  of  Portsmouth  Dockyard.— Question,  Mr.  Buchanan  (Perth- 
shire, E.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Pretyman 696 

Transvaal  Diamond  Ordinance. — Question,  Mr.  Markham  (Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield);  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  Birmingham,  W.)  696 

Assam  Excise  Administration. — Question,  Mr.  Herbert  Roberts  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Earl  Percy, 
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Brussels  Sugar  Convention. — Question,  Mr.  Lough  (Islington,  W.) ;  Answer, 
The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Lord  Cranborne, 
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Answer,  Lord  Cranborne        698 
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Prices  of  Wheat  in  France  and  the  United  Kingdom.— Questions,  Mr. 
Harris  (Tynemouth)  and  Sir  Edgar  Vincent  (Exeter) ;  Answers,  Mr. 
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Cold  Storage  of  Fish. — Question,  Mr.  Weir  (Ro38  and  Cromarty)  ;    Answer, 
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Vaccination  Officers  and  Local  Government  Board  Inspectors. — 
Question,  Mr.  Weir ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  (Mr.  Walter  Long,  Bristol,  S.) 

Wicklow  Land  Cases.— Question,   Mr.  James  O'Connor  (Wicklow,   W.) 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) 

Labourers'  (Ireland)  Acts.— Question,  Mr.  Thomas  O'Donneil  (Kerry,  W.) 
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The  Irish  Land  Bill. — Question,  Mr.  John  Redmond  (Waterford) ;  Answer, 
The  Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A  J.  Balfour, 
Manchester,  E.) 702 

The  Indian  Budget. — Question,  Mr.  Herbert  Roberts ;  Answer,  Mr.  A  J. 

Balfour '  ...     702 

Forth  and  Clyde  Canal.— Questions,  Mr.  Pirie  (Aberdeen,  N.),  Mr.  Gibson 
Bowles  (Lynn  Regis),  and  Mr.  Eugene  Wason  (Clackmannan  and  Kinross); 
Answers,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 702 

The  Patriotic  Fund.— Question,  Mr.  Galloway  (Manchester,  S.W.) ;  Answer, 

Mr.  A  J.  Balfour         704 

The  Fiscal  Inquiry.— Questions,  Mr.  Black  (Banffshire),  Sir  Wilfred  Lawson 
(Cornwall,  Camborne),  Mr.  Theodore  Taylor  (Lancashire,  Radcliffe),  Mr. 
Weir,  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach  (Bristol,  W.),  Sir  H.  Campl>ell-Bannerman 
(Stirling  Burghs),  Mr.  Henry  Hobhouse  (Somersetshire,  E.),  Mr.  Gibson 
Bowles,  and  Lora  Hugh  Cecil  (Greenwich);  Answers,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  ...     704 

Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  BilL— Reported,  with  Amendments,  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Law,  etc. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  258.] 

Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Standing  Committee  to  be  printed. 
[No.  258.] 

Bill,  as  amended  (in  the  Standing  Committee),  to  be  considered  upon 
Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  277.]  709 

Selection  (Standing  Committees).— Mr.  Halsley  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection :  That  they  had  discharged  the  following  Member 
from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Law,  and  Courts  of  Justice,  and  Legal 
Procedure,  Mr.  Haidane  ;  and  had  appointed  in  substitution,  Mr.  Munro 
Ferguson. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table 710 
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Standing  Committfks  (Chairmen's  Panel)  —Sir  James  Fergusson  reported 
from  the  Chairmen's  Panel :  That  they  had  appointed  Ix>rd  Edmund 
Fitzmaurice  to  act  as  Chairman  of  the  Standing  Committee  for  the  con- 
sideration of  Bills  relating  to  Law,  and  Courts  of  Justice,  and  Legal 
Procedure,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  John  Edward  Ellis. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table 710 

NEW  BILL. 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  BilL— '•  To  continue  various  Expiring  Law*," 
presented  by  Mr.  Arthur  Elliot ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday 
next,  and  to  be  printed,     [No.  278.] 710 

Sittings  of  the  House  (Exemption  from  the  Standing  Order). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That  the  proceedings  on  consideration 
of  the  London  Education  Bill,  as  amerded,  if  under  discussion  at 
Twelve  o'clock  this  night,  be  not  interrupted  under  the  Standing 
Order  (Sittings  of  the  House). "—  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour). 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  185  ;  Noes,  91.     (Division  List  No.  165.)    ...     710 

London  Education  Bill. — As  Amended,  further  considered. 

On  the  second  proviso  to  Sub-section  1  of  Clause  2  (Provision  as  to 
management  and  sites  of  provided  schools) — 

"  Provided  also  that  due  regard  shall  be  had  to  the  inclusion  of 
women  on  the  said  bodies  of  managers." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

" In  page  1,  line  15,  to  leave  out  the  words  ' provided  also  that' 
and  insert  the  word  'but.'" — (Mr.  Peel.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  (Tower  Hamlet *,  Poplar)      ...     713 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  15,  to  leave  out  from  the  last  Amendment  to  the 
end  of  line  16,  and  insert  the  words  'not  less  than  one-third  of  the 
managers  appointed  by  each  appointing  authority  shall  be  women.' " — 
(Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  '  due  regard  shall  be  had '  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 

Sir  John  Goi'st  (Cambridge  University)     ...         ...         ...         ...          •••  714 

The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  zhe  Board  of  Education  (Sir  William 

Anson,  Oxford  University)         715 

Mr.  Bryce  (Aberdeen,  S.) 715 

Mr.  Henry  Hobhouse  (Somersetsltire,  E.) 717 

Mr.  Yoxall  (Nottingham,  W.)        718 

Mr.  Bond  (Nottingham,  E.)           719 

Mr.  J.  H.  Lewis  (Flint  Boroughs) 719 

Mr.  Cohen  (Islington,  E.) 721 

Mr.  Emmott  (Oldham)       722 

The  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  Walter  Long,  Bristol,  W.)  723 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  1,  line  16,  after  the  word  'women,'  to  insert  the  words 
•  in  the  proportion  of  not  less  than  one-third  of  the  whole  body  of 
managers.'    — (Mr.  Band.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  15,  after  the  word  '  had '  to  insert  the  words  '  in 
selecting  managers.'"  —  (Mr.  Peel.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Dr.  Macnamara      724 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  After  the  last  Amendment  to  insert  the  words  '  and  members 
chosen  from  the  existing  body  of  managers.'  " — (Dr.  Macnamara.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Sir  JFilliam  Anson  724 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved  to  the  Bill — 

"  After  the  last  Amendment  to  insert  the  words  '  and,  in  the  case 
of  the  first  body  of  managers,  also  of  members  chosen  from  the  then 
existing  bodies  of  managers,  and  the  Borough  Council  and  the  local 
education  authority  shall  carry  out  any  directions  given  by  the  Board 
of  Education  for  the  purpose  of  giving  effect  to  this  provision.' " — 
(Mr.  Peel.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill-  - 

"  After  the  words  last  inserted  to  insert  the  words  '  provided  also 
that  until  new  groups  are  arranged  and  new  managers  are  appointed 
the  existing  groups  of  schools  and  the  existing  managers  snail  be 
continued.'  —(Mr.  Lough.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Sir  WiUiam  Anson  725 

Mr.Bryee 725 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Lough 725 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  17,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  (2)." — (Mr.  Lough.) 


Question  proposed,   "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  to  the  word 
'be '  in  line  23,  stand  part  of  the  Bill.* 

Sir  William  Anson 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton 

Mr.  Whilmore  (Chelsea) 

Dr.  Macnamara     ... 

Mr.  Barry  Samuel  (Tower  Hamlets,  IAmehouse) 

Captain  Jessel  (St  Pancras,  S.)    ,. . 

Question  put    •  . 
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The  House  divided  :— Aye3,  201 ;  Noen,  104.     (Division  List  No.  166.) 

Sir  William  Anson  731 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  23,  after  the  word  *  shall,'  to  leave  out  to  end  of 
clause,  and  insert  the  words  'not  make  the  order  authorising  the 
purchase  unless  they  are  satisfied  that  the  concurrence  of  the  council 
of  the  borough  should  be  dispensed  with/  " — (Sir  William  Anson.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.Bryce 731 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  26,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  '  Provided  that  the 
site  required  for  the  enlargement  of  a  public  elementary  school  shall 
not  be  deemed  to  be  a  sito  required  for  a  new  public  elementary 
school  within  the  meaning  of  this  sub-section  and  of  Section  eight  of 
the  principal  Act.' " — (Mr.  Bryce.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Sir  William  Ansofi  732 

Dr.  Macnamara    ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...     732 

Mr.  Lough 733 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdraw!]. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill  — 

"  In  page  1,  line  26,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  "  Provided  that, 
except  in  the  case  of  compulsory  acquisition,  the  site  required  for  the 
enlargement  of  a  public  elementary  school  shall  not  be  deemed  a  site 
required  for  a  new  public  elementary  school  within  the  meaning  of 
this  sub-section/  " — (Sir  William  Anson.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.Bryce 734 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill  — 

"  After  the  words  last  inserted  to  insert  the  words  '  and  of 
Section  8  of  the  principal  Act.' ,r — (Mr.  Bryce.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Sir  William  Anson  ...     734 

Dr.  Macnamara     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...     734 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  111;  Noes,  212.     (Division  List,  No.  167.) 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  1,  line  2b,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  ((3)  Schools  pro- 
vided by  the  local  education  authority  for  blind,  deaf,  epileptic,  and 
defective  children,  and  any  other  schools,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  are  not  of  a  local  character,  shall  not  be  treated 
for  the  purposes  of  this  section  as  public  elementary  schools.' " — (Sir 
William  Anxm.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  worcU  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Dr.  Macnamara 737 
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Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Captain  Jessel        757 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  1,  line  27,  to  leave  out  Clause  3." — (Captain  Jessel.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  of  Game  3,  to  the  woi-d  'proceedings ' 
in  line  23,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Lough 739 

Mr.Whiimore        ...  739 

Mr.  Walter  Long 739 

Mr.  Herbert  Robertson  (Hackney,  S.)         740 

Sir  William  Anson  741 

Mr.  Bryce 741 

Mr.  Samuel  Evans  (Glamorganshire,  Mid.)  742 

Dr.  Macnamara     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...  742 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  120 ;  Noes,  214.     (Division  List,  No.  168.) 

Mr.  Mansfield  (Lincolnshire,  Spalding)      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     745 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  2,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  four '  and  insert  the 
word  '  seven.'  n—-(Mr.  Mansfield.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  four '  stand  part  of  the  BilL" 

Sir  William  Anson  747 

Dr.  Macnamara 747 

Mr.  Lloyd-George  (Carnarvon  Boroughs)    ...         747 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :-— Ayes  221  ;  Noes  111.     (Division  List,  No.  169.) 

Col.  Legge  (St.  George's,  Hanover  Square) ...         75$ 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  to  leave  out  lines  14  and  15." — Colonel  Legge.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  BilL" 

Dr.  Macnamara     754 

Mr.  Whitley  (Halifax)       754 

Sir  Frederick  Banbury       755 

Mr.  Bryce 755 

Capt.  Jessel  755 

Sir  IFilliam  Anson  ...  756 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Sir  Joseph  Dimsdale  (City  of  London)      ...         757 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  at  the  end  of  line  15,  to  insert  the  words  *  The  pro- 
visions of  Section  5  and  Sub-section  2  of  Section  6  of  the  principal 
Act  shall  not  be  construed  so  as  to  subject  any  endowed  elementary 
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school  in  the  City  of  London  not  applying  for  a  Parliamentary  Grant 
or  for  aid  from  the  local  education  authority  to  the  control  or  manage- 
ment of  the  local  education  authority." — (Sir  Joseph  Dimsdale.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Sir  William  Anson  ...     757 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  line  17,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  of  Sub  section  1 .' 

"In  page  3,  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  words  ' enables  the  local 
authority  to  group,'  and  insert  the  words  '  relates  to.' " 

"  In  page  3,  line  20,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  them/  and  insert  the 
words  '  the  local  education  authority.'  " — (Sir  William  Anson.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Sir  Joseph  Dimsdale  758 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  after  line  20,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  Any 
scheme  made  or  approved  under  Section  17  of  the  principal  * 
Act  shall  provide  for  the  representation  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Commons  of  the  City  of  London,  in  Common  Council  assembled,  by  at 
least  two  members  on  the  Education  Committee.' " — (Sir  Joseph 
Dimdale.)\   \ 

QuQ3tion  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Sir  William  Anson  ...  759 

Mr.  Alban  Gibbs  (London)  760 

Sir  William  Tomlinson  (Preston) 760 

Mr.  Samuel  Evans 760 

Question  put  and  negatived. 

Sir  William  Anson  761 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  line  23,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  but  the  Board 
of  Education  .may,  on  the  application  of  the  trustees  of  the  endowment,  , 
direct  that  any  money,  which  would  be  payable  under  the  said  Section 
13  to  the  County  Council,  shall  be  applied  in  manner  provided  by 
a  scheme  made  by  the  Board  if  the  Boani  consider  that  it  is  expedient 
to  make  such  a  scheme  with  a  view  of  preserving  the  benefits  of  the 
endowment  to  the  locality  for  which  those  benefits  were  intended.' " — 
(Sir  William  Anson.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Sir  Michael  Foster  (London  University) 762 

Mr.  Cripps  ( Lancash  ire,  Stretford)  763 

Mr.  Bryce 764 

Proposed  Amendment  to  the  Bill  amended  by  inserting— 

'/•In  line  j$,  after  the  word  'endowment,'  the  words'  or  of  the 
local  cfjuc^ironal  authority?  "—(Mr.  Bryce.) 

Mr.  Bhjm  .'.». r'      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     764 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment  to  the  Bill  — 

"  In  line  5,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  ( scheme '  to  the  end  of  the 
proposed  Amendment." 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  proposed  Amendment  to  the  Bill 

Sir  William  Anson  .'.        ..,         ...     766 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amandment  to  the  Pill — 

"  After  the  word  '  scheme '  in  line  5,  to  add  the  words  *  in  any 
such  scheme  due  regard  shall  bo  had  to  the  interests  of  the  locality  for 
which  the  benefits  of  the  endowments  were  intended." — (Sir  William 
Anson.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added  to  the  proposed 
Amendment." 

Mr.  Cripps  moved  that  the  word  "primarily"  ba  inserted  before  the 
word  "  intended."  t      , 

Proposed  Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amendment  to  the  J&M  amended — 

"By  inserting  after  the  word  'shall*  the  word  'primarily/  " — 
(Mr.  Cripps.) 

Proposed  words,  as  amended,  added  to  the  proposed  Amendment  to  the  Bill. 

Proposed  words,  as  amended,  there  inserted  in  the  Bill. 

Dr.  Macnamara 767 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  4,  line  6,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  There  shall 
always  be  at  least  six  women  upon  the  Education  Committee  of  the 
local  education  authority.' " — Di\  Macnamara.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Sir  William  Amon 768 

Mr.  Bryce ,         768 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  93 ;  Noes,  176.     (Division  List  No.  170). 

And,  it  being  after  half-past  Seven  of  the  clock,  further  consideration  of 
the  Bill,  as  amended,  stood  adjourned  till  this  Evening's  Sitting. 


EVENING    SITTING.  ' '  '. .  / 

London  Education  Bill. — As  amended,  further  considered.  * 

Dr.  Macnamara ...  %      771 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  4,  line  6,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the  words  '(10)  The 
education  committee  of  the  local  education  authority  shall  transact  all 
its  ordinary  business  in  public., " — (Dr.  Macnamara.)   \ 

.Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill. 
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Mr.CVien 773 

Mr.  Yoxall 774 

Sir  William  Alison  775 

Mr.  Causton  (Southwark,  S.)  776 

Mr.  Crooks  (Wocltmch)       776 

Mr.  Herbert  Samuel  (Yorkshire,  Cleveland)  777 

Sir  Michael  Foster 777 

Mr.  Walter  Long 778 

Mr.  Sidney  Buxton  778 

Mr.  Herbert  Roberts  (Denbighslure,  W.) 779 

Lord  Edmund  FUzmaurice  ( WiUsfiire,  Ciicklade) 779 

Mr.  Humphreys-Owen  ( Montgomeryshire) 779 

Mr.  Walter  Long 780 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  76  ;  Noes,  156.     (Division  List*  No.  171.) 

Mr.  Yoxall 783 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  4,  line  6,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '(10)  The  minutes 
of  proceedings  of  the  Education  Committee  of  the  local  education 
authority  shall  be  open  to  inspection  by  any  ratepayer  in  London.' " 
—(Mr.  Yoxall.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Walter  Long 784 

Dr.  Macnamara      ...  785 

Mr.  Samuel  Evans  786 

Mr.  Bull  (Hammersmith) 786 

Sir  James  Woodhouse  (Hudder^field)  787 

Mr.  Llotjd-George 787 

Mr.  Walter  Long 788 

Mr.  Bryce 789 

Mr.  Whitley  790 

Mr.  Samuel  Evans 790 

Mr.  Lough 790 

Mr.  Walter  Long 791 

Mr.  William  Jones  (Carnarvonshire  Arftm)  ...  79] 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Mansfield        792 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  4,  line  6,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  '  (10)  The  managers 
of  all  public  elementary  schools  shall  not  be  elected  for  a  longer  period 
than  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  period  they  shall  be  eligible  for 
re-election.' "— (Mr.  Mansfield.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Proposed  Amendment  amended  by  leaving  out  the  word  "  elected  "  in  line 
2,  and  inserting  the  word  "appointed."— (Sir  William  Anson.) 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Mansfield        793 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  After  the  words  last  inserted  to  insert  the  words  *  (11)  The  local 
education  authority  shall  have  power  to  close  any  public  elementary 
school  which  in  their  opinion  is  unnecessary  on  the  grounds  of 
economy,  or  the  inefficiency  of  the  teaching  or  of  the  premises.' " — 
(Mr.  Mansfield.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Sir  WUliam  Anson  . 794 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Lough ...         _.         794 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  After  the  words  last  inserted,  to  insert  the  words  '(11)  No 
teacher  shall  be  required  as  a  condition  of  being  appointed  or  continu- 
ing a  teacher  in  any  school  or  college  aided  or  maintained  by  the  local 
education  authority  to  belong  to  any  particular  religious  denomination, 
or  to  attend  or  abstain  from  attending  any  place  of  religious  worship, 
or  religious  observance,  or  Sunday  School.'" — (Mr.  Lough.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Sir  William  Anson 794 

Mr.  Bryce 795 

Mr.  George  White  (Norfolk,  N.W.)  796 

Mr.  Lloyd-George  . 
Mr.  Whitmore 


Mr.  Lloyd  George  .. 
Dr.  Macnamara 
Mr.  Samuel  Evans. . 


798 
798 
799 
8C0 
801 


Mr.  Moon  (St.  Paneras,  N.)  802 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :  Ayes,  88  ;  Noes,  173.     (Division  List  No.  172.) 

Mr.  Lloyd-George 803 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"After  the  words  last  inserted,  to  insert  the  words,  '(10)  In 
every  school  for  education  other  than  elementary  aided  by  the  local 
authority  the  authority  shall  be  represented  on  the  governing  body 
in  such  proportions  as  will,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  correspond  to  the 
proportion  which  the  aid  given  bears  to  the  income  from  all  other 
sources.' " — (Mr.  Lloyd-George.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Sir  William  Anson 804 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  66 ;  Noes,  152.     (Division  List  No.  173.) 

Mr.  Lough...        ..    ...    ...    •••    •••    •••    •••    •••  807 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"After  the  words  last  inserted,  to  insert  the  words,  c(ll)  If  at 
any  time  after  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the  commencement  of 
this  Act  it  is  represented  to  the  Board  of  Education  that  there  is  in 
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any  district  an  insufficient  amount  of  school  accommodation  under 
public  management  for  any  grade  of  education,  and  the  Board  of 
Education  are  satisfied  after  inquiry  that  such  is  the  case,  the  Board  of 
Education  shall  direct  the  deficiency  to  be  supplied  in  manner  provided 
by  Section  sixteen  of  the  principal  Act/  " — (Mr.  Lough.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Sir  William  Anson ......       ...     808 

Mr.  J.  H.Lewis 808 

Mr.  Samuel  Evans 810 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  65 ;  Noes,  137.    (Division  List  No.  174.) 

Mr.  Scares  (Devonshire,  Barnstable)  811 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  After  the  words  last  inserted,  to  insert  the  words  *(11)  Not- 
withstanding anything  contained  in  Section  eight  of  the  principal  Act 


no  school  which  was  transferred  to  the  School  Board  for  London 
previous  to  the  passing  of  this  Act,  shall  be  so  re-transferred  under 
that  section  and  under  Section  twenty-four  of  the  Elementary  Educa- 
tion Act  of  1870,  as  to  be  treated  under  this  Act  or  the  principal  Act 
as  a  non-provided  school.1 " — (Mr.  Soares.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Sir  William  Anson 814 

Dr.  Macnamara      814 

Mr.  Bryce  ... 815 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Bill   to  be  read  the  third  time  on   Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  279.] 

NEW  BILL. 

Tuberculosis  (Animals)  Compensation. — Bill  to  provide  for  payment  of 
compensation  to  the  owners  of  carcases  of  animals  condemned  after 
slaughter  and  destroyed  by  order  of  a  magistrate  on  account  of  Tuber- 
culosis, ordered  to  be  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Ernest  Gray,  Sir  Joseph 
Dimsdale,  Mr.  Field,  Mr.  Batty  Langley,  Mr.  M'Arthur,  Mr.  Samuel 
Roberts,  Sir  Albert  liollit,  Mr.  William  Kutberford,  Mr.  Schwann,  and  Mr. 
Tomkinson. 

Tuberculosis  (Animals)  Oompensation  Bill. — "  To  provide  for  the  payment 
of  compensation  to  the  owners  of  carcases  of  animals  condemned  after 
slaughter  and  destroyed  by  order  of  a  magistrate  on  account  of  Tuber- 
culosis," presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Wednesday  next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  280] 816 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  after  One  o'clock. 
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Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  (Ireland)  Act,  1887. — Proclamation,  dated 
14  th  July,  1903,  revoking  the  several  proclamations  mentioned  in  the 
schedule  thereto  820 

Laid  before  the  House  [pursuant  to  Act],  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table    820 

Land  Purchase  (Ireland). — Return  respecting.      Laid  befoie  the  {louse 

[pursuant  to  Order  of  the  3rd  instant],  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  165)     ...     820 
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Incest  Bill ;  (Second  Reading) ;  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading  read 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmme 820 

Moved,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2a. — (Tlie  Earl  of  Donoughmore.) 

The  Lard  Chancellor  (The  Earl  of  Halsbury)       822 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  omit  the  word  '  now '  in  order  to  insert  the  words,  l  this  day 
six  months/  "—(The  Lord  Chancellor.) 

Lord  Davey  823 

Lord  Tuxedmouth 823 

Motion,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

County  Courts  Jurisdiction  Extension  Bill ;  (Second  Reading) ;  Order  of 
the  day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

Lord  Avebury        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...         ...  ...  ...     824 

Moved,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\ — (Lord  Avebury.) 

The  Lard  Chancellor  826 

LardThring  828 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  (Lord  Alverstone) 829 

Lord  Davey  831 

Lord  Avebury        ,         833 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  Thursday  next. 

Outdoor  Belief  (Pensioners)  Bill ;  (Second  Reading) ;  Order  of  the  day  for 
the  Second  Reading  read. 

The  Marquess  of  Granby    ...         834 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  bt  now  read  2*. — (The  Marquess  of  Granby.) 

Lord  Lamington    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     835 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  leave  out '  now '  and  to  add  at  the  end  of  the  Motion  '  this 
day  three  months.'  " — (Lord  Lamington.) 

On  Question  whether  "  now  "  shall  stand  part  of  the  Motion,  resolved  in 
the  negative  ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  2*  this  day  three  months. 

Elementary  Education  (Amendment)  Bill— Read  3a  (according  to  Order), 

and  passed 838 

Lunacy  Acts  (Amendment)  London  Bill  [ill.].— Read  3*  (according  to 

Order) :  Amendment  (Privilege)  made :  Bill  passed  and  sent  to  the  Commons    838 

Pistols  Bill. — Amendments  reported  (according  to  Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read 

3*  to-morrow      838 

Public  Offices  (Dublin)  Bill. — Second  Reading  (which  stands  appointed  for 

this  day)  put  off  till  to-morrow  838 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  before  Six  o'clock,  till  to-morrow, 
a  quarter  past  Four  o'clock. 
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EOUSE  OF  COMMONS :  THURSDAY,  16Ttt  JULY,  1903. 
The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Provisional  Orders  Bill  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  applicable  thereto 
complied  with. — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the  case  of  the  following 
Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading  thereof, 
Standing  Orders  which  are  applicable  thereto*  have*1  befcn  Gompfteti  with, 
viz. : — Education  Board  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (London)"  Bill 
[Lords.] 838 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  to-morrow     839 

Private  Bills  (No  Standing  Orders  Applicable). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon 
the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
that,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred,  pursuant  to  the  Order  of 
the  House  of  the  10th  day  of  July,  no  Standing  Orders  are  applicable, 
viz. :— I^ondon  School  Board  (Hilldrop  Road  Site)  Bill        839 

Broadstairs  Gas  Bill,  Hyde,  Corporation  Bill,  Leigh  Corporation. — Lords' 

Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     839 

London,  Brighton,  and  South  Ooast  Railway  Bill  [Lords]  (King's  consent 

signified). — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments     839 

South    Lancashire  Tramways  Bill  [Lords].— Read  the  third  time,  and 

passed,  with  Amendments       839 

Carmarthenshire  Electric  Power  Bill  [Lords],  Fife  Electric  Power  Bill 

[Lords]. — As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read  the  third  time         839 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords].— Copy  ordered,  "  of 
Memorandum  stating  the  nature  of  the  proposals  contained  in  the  Pro- 
visional Orders  included  in  the  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill 
[Lords]."—  (Mr.  Bonar  Law) 839 

Chatham  and  District  Light  Railways  Bill  [Lords],  Rochester  Corporation 
Tramways  and  Improvements  Bill  [Lords], — Reported  with  Amendments ; 
Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed      839 

Private  Bills  (Group  H.)— Sir  Augustus  Godson  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Group  H.  of  Private  Bills :  That,  for  the  convenience  of  parties,  they 
had  adjourned  till  Tuesday  next,  at  half-past  eleven  of  the  clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table 839 

Willesden  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [Lords].— Reported,  with  Amend 
ments,  from  the  Police  and  Sanitary  Committee.  Report  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed  840 

Message  from  the  Lords.—  That  they  have  agreed  to— 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill,  with  an  Amendment. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill ;  Pier  and  Harbour 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill ;  Wood  Green  Urban  District  Council  Bill ; 
Baker  Stieet  and  Waterloo  Railway  (Transfer)  Bill  now  Baker  Street  and 
Waterloo  Railway  Bill ;  Walker  and  Wallsend  Union  Gas  Bill ;  Midland 
Great  Western  Railway  of  Ireland  Bill,  with  Amendments ...     840 
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Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  (Special  Exceptions— Meal  Hours  in 
Iron  and  Steel  Foundries  in  Scotland). — Copy  presented,  of  Order, 
dated  14th"  July,  1903,  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Deportment  in  pursuance  of  Section  40  (4)  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  1901,  extending  the  special  exceptions  as  to  meal  hours  to  male  young 
persons  employed  in  iron  and  steel  foundries  in  Scotland  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table  
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Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  (Ireland)  Act,  1887  (Proclamation).— 
Copy  presented,  of  a  Proclamation,  dated  14th  July,  1903,  revoking  the 
several  proclamations  mentioned  in  the  schedule  thereto  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table 840 

Army  (Physical  Condition  of  Recruits).— Copy  presented,  of  a 
Memorandum  by  the  Director-General,  Army  Medical    Service,  on   the 

fihysical  unfitness  of  men  offering  themselves  for  enlistment  in  the  Army 
by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  840 

Paper  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House — 

Caledonian  Canal. — Copy  of  Ninety-eighth  Report  of  the  Commissioners  [by 

Act] ;  to  be  printed.     [No.  259.]        841 


Rifle  Ranges. — Address  for  "  Return  of  the  number  of  Rifle  Ranges  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  giving  the  situation,  range,  and  number  of  targets  avail- 
able on  each  Range ;  the  number  of  Government  Ranges  that  nave  been 
closed  during  the  last  year  and  the  number  that  have  been  opened ;  and 
the  number  and  description  of  Ranges  being  constructed." — (Mr.  Warner) 
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Trade  (Colonies  and  United  Kingdom).— Return  ordered,  "showing  the 
Trade  of  the  various  British  Colonies  and  Possessions,  inclusive  of  bullion 
and  specie,  with  the  United  Kingdom,  other  British  Possessions,  and 
foreign  countries  during  each  of  the  years  1890-1900,  in  the  following 

form :— 
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Supply  [17th  Allotted  Day]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Army  Estimates,  1903-4. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£331,500,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  for  the 
Salaries  and  Miscellaneous  Charges  of  the  War  Office,  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1904." 

Mr.  Pirie  (Aberdeen,  N.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced 
by  £100,  in  respect  of  the  Salary  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War." 
—(Mr.  Pirie.) 

The  Secretary  of  State  far  War  (Mr.  Brodrkk,  Surrey,  Guildford) 
Mr.  Charles  Hobhouse  (Bristol,  E.) 

Mr.  Winston  Churchill  (Oldham) 

Sir  Charles  Dilke  (Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean) 

Mr.  Brodrick  

Sir  U.  Campbell-Bannerman  (Stirling  Burghs) 
Mr.  Beckett  (Yorkshire,  N.R.,  Whitby)      ... 
Mr.  Munro  Ferguson  (Leith  Burghs) 
Sir  Frederick  Bosch  (Essex,  Chelmsford)     . . . 

Mr.  Harwood  (Bolton)        

Mr.  Llewellyn  (Somersetshire,  N.)  ... 

Mr.  Swift  MacXeill  (Donegal,  S.) 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the  clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Report  to  the  House.     ---    •   •  - 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again: this  evening. 
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EVENING  SITTING. 

Gas  and  Water  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  a  second  time,  and 

committed 942 

Supply  [17th  Allotted]  Day. 
Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Army  Estimates,  1903-4. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £331,500, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge  for  salaries  and 
miscellaneous  charges  of  the  War  Office,  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904. 

Whereupon  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  Item  A  (Salaries) 
be  reduced  bv  £100,  in  respect  of  the  salary  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War."— (Mr.  Pirn.) 

Mr.  Swift  MacNeill  ...         .< 942 

Mr.Brodrick  947 

Mr.  Labmtdiere  (Nort/iampton)       951 

Mr.Brodrick  954 

Major  Seely  (Isle  of  JVigltf)  955 

Sir  A.  Ilayier  (Walsall) 956 

Mr.  Gnest\Plymouih)         957 

Mr.  Keir  Hardie  (Meithyr  Tydvil) 959 

Mr.  Cust  (Souihwark,  Bermondsey)  , 962 

Mr.  Maconachie  (Aberdeenshire,  E.)  964 

The  Financial  Secretary  to  the    War  Office  (Lord  Stanley,  Lancashire, 

Westhvughton) 966 

Mr.  Buchanan  (PerthsJiire,  E.)       970 

And,  it  being  midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to 
the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  on  Monday  next. 
Adjourned  at  five  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock. 
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P1UVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  tho  Examiners  that  the  fur- 
ther Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills  have  been  complied 
with  :  Croydon  and  District  Electric  Tramways ;  Castleblayney,  Keady, 
and  Armagh  Railway  (Extension  of  Time). 

Thesame  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     973 

Western  Valleys  (Monmouthshire)  Sewerage  Board  Bill.— A  witness 

ordered  to  attend  the  Select  Committee         ...  ...     973 

Beckenham  Urban  District  Council  Bill. — Reported  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, with  Amendments       973 
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Sooth  Lancashire  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.1  ;  Didcot,  Newbury,  and  Southamp- 
ton Railway  Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with 
Amendments     973 

London,  Brighton  and  South  Coast  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  :  Mersey  Docks 
and  Harbour  Board  Bill  [h.l.1. — Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments.     The  said  Amendments  considered  and  agreed  to       ...     973 

Broadstairs  Gas  Bill ;  Hyde  Corporation  Bill ;  Leigh  Corporation  Bill ;  Great 
Northern  Railway  Bill;  Metropolitan  District  Railway  (Various  Powers) 
Bill ;  Midland  and  Belfast  and  Northern  Counties  Railways  Bill.  —Returned 
from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to  973 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill;  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
(Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No  7)  Bill. — Moved,  That  the  order  made  on 
the  16th  March  last,  "  That  no  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill  brought 
from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  the  18th  day 
of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  wjth,  and  that  the  Bills  be  now  read  2* ;  agreed 
to ;  Bills  read  2a  accordingly 973 

Lanarkshire  Tramways  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.].  Read  3*  (accord- 
ing to  Order). — Amendments  made  ;  Bill  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons    974 

Drainage  and  Improvement  of  Lands  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  Bill. 

— Moved,  That  the  order  made  on  the  16th  day  of  March  last,  "That  no 
Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons 
shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  the  18th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed 
with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2a  ;  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2*  accordingly, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Tuesday  next      . . .     974 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill.— Read  3a  (according  to 

Order),  with  the  Amendment,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons...     974 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill ;  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill. — Committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Tuesday  next 974 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill.— Committed: 

The  Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection      974 
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Treaty  Series,  No.  11  (1903).— Accession  of  Denmark  to  the  International 
Convention  of  9th  September,  1886,  establishing  an  International  Union  for 
the  protection  of  literary  and  artistic  works,  and  also  to  the  additional  Act 
and  Declaration,  signed  at  Paris,  4th  May,  1896-    (1st  July,  1903)  ...     974 

National  Education  (Ireland). — Sixty-ninth  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
of  National  Education  in  Ireland,  for  the  year  1902  974 

Colonies  (Annual).— No  389.    Sierra  Leone  ;  Report  for  1902        974 

Trinidad. — Report  of  the  Commission  of  Inquiry  into  the  recent  disturbances 
at  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad.  Papers  relating  to  the  recent  disturbances  at 
Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad ;  Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
theTable  975 
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Universities  (Scotland)  Act. — Annual  Report  on  the  state  of  the  finances  of 
the  University  of  Glasgow,  under  the  provisions  of  Section  30  of  the 
Universities  ^Scotland)  Act,  1889       975 

Public  Records  (Post  Office). — Fourth  Schedule,  containing  a  list  and 
particulars  of  classes  of  documents  existing  or  accruing  in  the  Office  of 
His  Majesty's  Postmaster-General  which  are  not  considered  of  sufficient 
public  value  to  justify  their  preservation  in  the  Public  Record  Office. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  ...  975 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  BilL— House  in  Committee 
(according  to  Order) ;  Bill  reported  without  Amendment ;  Standing  Com- 
mittee negatived.     Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Monday  next        975 

The  Accession  Oath. 

Lord  Braye 975 

The  Political  Condition  of  Malta.  * 

The  Marquess  of  Bipon      975 

The  Secretary  for  Scotland  (Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)      976 

Motor-Oars  Bill  [h.l.]. — House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order). 

.    [The  Earl  of  Morley  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  1. 

*     The  Earl  of  Wemyss        976 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  5,  after  'any  '  to  insert  the  words  'driver  of  a 
motor-car  when  driving  through  towns,  villages,  or  populous  places, 
turning  corners,  or  passing  branch  roads,  shall  exceed  the  ordinary 
speed  in  like  circumstances  of  horse  conveyances,  or,  when  passing  or 
meeting  any  horse-drawn  vehicle,  shall  not  slow  down,  and,  if  requested, 
stop  so  as  not  to  frighten  the  horse  or  horses  drawing  such  vehicle ; 
and  if  any.1 "— (The  Earl  of  Wemyss.) 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh   ...         ^ 979 

On  Question,  Amendment  negatived. 

Lord  Heneage        980 

Amendment  moved — 

1  In  page  1,  line  5,  after  the  word  '  drives '  to  insert  the  words 


981 
982 
982 
983 
983 
983 
984 


'  or,  being  the  owner,  is  present  and  permits  to  be  driven.' "—  (Lard 
Heneage.) 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 

Earl  Spencer 

The  Earl  of  Jersey  

Lord  Burghclere     ... 

The  Lord    Chancellor  (The  Earl  of  Halsbury)    ... 

The  Earl  of  Camperdovm 

Lord  Montagu  of  Beaulieu 

On  Question,  their  Lordships  divided:  Contents,  17;  Non-Contents,  95 
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The  Earl  of  Jersey  985 

The  Lord  Chancellor  985 

The  Marquess  of  Both       % 986 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  1,  line  5,  after  the  word  'highway '  to  insert  the  words 
'or  on  any  roadway  to  which  the  public  have,  or  are  granted,  access/  " 
— (The  Marquess  of  Bath.) 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 986 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Camperdoum 987 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  6,  after  the  word  'recklessly,'  to  insert  the  words 
'  or  at  a  speed  exceeding  twenty  miles  an  hour.' " — (The  Earl  of  Cam- 
perdown.) 

Lord  Henries  990 

Earl  of  Mayo         991 

Lord  Kelvin  991 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh   ...         k 992 

The  Earl  of  Feversham       996 

Lord  Stanmore        996 

The  Marquess  of  Granby ,         997 

Earl  Spencer s        997 

The  Earl  of  Rosebery         998 

t 
On  Question,  their  Lordships  divided  : — Contents,  14;  Non-Contents,  111. 

Lord  Heneage         999 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 999 

The  Earl  of  Bosslyn  1000 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  9,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  or  which  might  be 
expected  to  be.' "— (The  Earl  ofliosshjn.) 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1000 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  Camperdown 1001 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  10,  after  the  word  '  highway/  to  insert  the  words 
'  or  when  the  car  is  stationary,  owing  to  causes  other  than  a  block  in 
the  traffic,  continues  to  keep  the  engine  in  motion  after  he  has  been 
requested  to  stop  it.' " — (The  Earl  of  Camperdoum.) 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1002 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  Camperdoum  ^  1002 

Amendment  moved — 

"  After  Sub-section  (1)  to  insert  the  following  new  sub-section — 
'  if  a  driver  of  a  motor-car  or  any  other  person  resists  or  obstructs  a 
police  constable  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  under  this  section,  or  if 
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he  does  not  stop  the  motor-car  and  keep  it  stationary  as  Ions  as  may 
be  reasonably  necessary  when  requested  by  a  police  constable  or  any 
person  Jiaving  charge  of  a  horse,  or  of  sheep  or  of  cattle,  or  on  such 
constable  or  person  holding  up  his  hand  as  a  signal  for  that  purpose, 
he  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence  under  this  Act." — (The  Earl  of  Camper- 
doum.). 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh  1002 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  Rosslyn  1003 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  1,  line  12,  after  the  word  'constable/  to  insert  the 
words  '  in  uniform.' " — (Earl  of  Rosslyn.) 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1003 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  Camperdown 1004 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  lines  13  and  14,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  within  his 
view/  and  to  insert  the  words  '  if  auch  car  have  no  mark  of  registration, 
and  if  such  driver  be  unknown  to  him  and  refuses  to  give  his  name 
and  address/  " — (The  Earl  of  Camperdatvn.) 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh  1004 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn 

The  Earl  of  Camperdown 1004 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  1,  line  15,  to  leave  out  the  words  'any  car  who 
commits/  and  to  insert  the  words  '  a  motor-car  charged  with.1 " — (T/ie 
Earl  of  Camperdown.) 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1005 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  1 ,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  2. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth      1005 

Amendment  moved  — 

"  In  page  1,  line  25,  after  the  word  '  them'  to  insert  the  words 
*  and  no  car  shall  be  registered  for  ordinary  road  work  capable  of 

foing  more  than  thirty  miles  an  hour  on  the  flat.7" — (The  Earl  of 
Dartmouth.) 

Lord  2'weedmouth •     1006 

Lord  Kelvin  1008 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1009 

The  Earl  of  Camperdown 1010 
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Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  1,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  words  'or  on  a,'  and  to 
insert  the  words  '  and  on  any,'  and  to  leave  out  the  words  '  or  on 
both.'"— (The  Earl  of  Camperdown.) 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1010 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

Lord  Herries  1010 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  five  shillings '  and 
insert  the  words  '  one  pound.1 " — (Lord  Herries.) 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1010 

LordHerries  1011 

The  Marquess  of  Granby 1011 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  Rosslyn  1011 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  8,  after  the  word  '  distinguishable '  to  insert 
the  words  '  except  from  dust  or  mud.' " — (The  Earl  of  Rosslyn.) 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1012 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

Clause  2,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  3. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  lines  10  and  11,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  for  hire  or 
reward.'  " — (Lard  Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  EUenborough 1012 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  2,  line  13,  after  the  word  ' reward*  to  insert  the  words 
'no  such  licence  shall  be  granted  to  any  person  under  the  age  of 
sixteen.' " — (Lord  EUenborough.) 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1013 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  2,  line  13,  after  the  word  *  reward '  insert  the  words 
1  such  licence  must  be  produced  when  demanded  by  a  police  constable.'  ' 
— (The  Earl  of  Camperdown.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Lord  Heneage        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ••    1013 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  16,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  shall '  and  insert  the 
word '  may.'  —  (Lord  Heneage). 
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Lvrd  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1014 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 
Consequential  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  Tweedmouth  ...         1015 

Amendment  moved — 

11  In  page  2,  line  18,  after  the  word  '  it '  to  insert  the  words  *  and 
who  produces  a  certificate  signed  by  the  chief  of  the  police  of  such 
county  or  county  borough  of  his  competence  to  drive  a  motor-car.' " — 
(Lord  Tweedmouth.) 

The  Earl  of  Ro98lyn  1017 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1017 

On  Question,  their  Lordships  divided :  Contents,  12 ;  Non-Contents,  59. 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1019 

House  resumed ;  and  to  be  again  in  Committee  on  Tuesday  next. 

Volunteer  Ranges. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth      1019 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (The  Earl  of  Hardwicke) 1019 

Pistols  Bill— Order  of  the  day  for  the  Third  Beading  read,  and  discharged  ...  1020 

Public  Offices  (Dublin)  Bill  [Second  Reading].— Order  of  the  day  for  the 
Second  Reading  read. 

The  Earl  of  Denbigh         1020 

Moved,  the  Bill  be  now  read  2».— (The  Earl  of  DenbigJL) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2%  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Tuesday  next. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  before  Eight  o'clock,  to  Mon- 
day next,  a  quarter  before  Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS:    FRIDAY,   17th  JULY,   1903. 
The  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED    PRIVATE   BILL   BUSINESS. 

Provisional  Order  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  Applicable  thereto 
Complied  With).— Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  which  are  applicable  thereto  have  been 
complied  with— viz.,  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next 1021 

Great  Northern  Railway  Bill;  Metropolitan  District  Railway  (Various 
Powers)  Bill;  Midland  and  Belfast  and  Northern  Counties  Railways  Bill- 
iards'Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to         1021 
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Didcot,  Newbury,  and  Southampton  Railway  Bill  [Lords].— Read  the 

third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments 1021 

Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  Bill  [Lords]  (King's  Consent,  on  behalf 
of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  signified). — Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
with  Amendments        1021 

Derby  Gas  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Dudley,  Stourbridge,  and  District  Tramways  Bill 
[Lords] ;  Poole  and  District  Electric  Traction  Bill  [Lords]. — As  amended, 
considered  :  to  be  read  the  third  time  1021 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill.— Lords'  Amendments 

considered  and  agreed  to         1021 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill;  Pier  and  Harbour 
Provisional  Orders  (No  3)  Bill. — Lords'  Amendments  considered  and 
agreed  to  1021 

Education  Board    Provisional    Order   Confirmation   (London)   Bill 

[Lords]. — Bead  the  second  time,  and  committed     1 02 1 

Birmingham  District  Tramways  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  with  Amend- 
ments ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed     ...  1022 

Chard  Corporation  Oas  and  Electricity  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Dewsbury,  Batley 
and  Birstal  Tramways  Bill  [Lords];  Mid- Yorkshire  Tramways  Bill  [Lords] — 
Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed 1022 

Taff  Railway  Bill  [Lords! — Reported,  without  Amendment ;  Report  to  lie 

upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed      1022 


Karyport  Harbour  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Barry  Railway  Bill  [Lords].---ReportecI, 
with  Amendments ;  Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed 
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Message  from  the  Lords. 

That  they  had  agreed  to,  Elementary  Education  Amendment  Bill; 
Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9)  Bill;  Electric  Lighting 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill ;  without  Amendment. 

Wigan  Corporation  Tramways  Bill ;  Middlesbrough  Corporation  Bill ; 
with  Amendments. 

Amendment  to,  Pontypridd  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [Lords]; 
Frintonon-Sea  Sea  Defences  Bill  [Lords] ;  Cardiff  Railway  Bill  [Lords]; 
Aston  Manor  Improvement  Bill  [Lords] ;  without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to  authorise  the 
London  County  Council  to  provide  receiving  houses  for  the  reception  of 
persons  mentally  affected  or  alleged  to  be  of  unsound  mind,  and  to 
authorise  the  detention  of  such  persons  in  such  houses,  and  for  other 
purposes  connected  therewith."    [Lunacy  Acts  Amendment  (London)  Bill 

Also,  a  Bill  intituled,  "An  Act  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  under 
~    gislation  I 
ation    Pol 
[Lords].] 


Also,  a  JmU  intituled,  "An  Act  to  connrm  a  provisional  uraer  unaer 
the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating  to 
Glasgow  Corporation  Police."  [Glasgow  Corporation  (Police)  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  [Lords].] 
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And,  also,  a  Bill  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order 
under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating  to 
Irvine  and  District  Water  Board."  [Irvine  and  District  Water  Board 
Order  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords].]       1022 

Glasgow  Corporation  (Police)  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords].— Read 
the  first  time  :  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday,  27th  July,  and  to 
be  printed.     [Bill  282.]  1023 

Irvine  and  District  Water  Board  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords].— Read  a 
first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday,  27th  July,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  283.] 1023 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  without  Amend- 
ment [Provisional  Orders  confirmed]  ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  Bill 
to  be  read  a  third  time  upon  Monday  next. 1023 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  with  Amendments 
[Provisional  Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  Bill,  as 
amended,  to  be  considered  upon  Monday  next         ...         ...         ...         ...   1023 

Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  without  Amendment 
[Provisional  Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  Bill  to  be 
read  the  third  time  upon  Monday  next         1023 

Lochnell  Estate  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  without  Amendment ;  Report  to  lie 

upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  ...   1023 

RETURNS,   REPORTS,  ETC. 

National  Education  (Ireland). — Copy  presented,  of  Sixty -ninth  Report  of 
the  Commissioners  of  National  Education  in  Ireland,  being  for  the  year  1902 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...   1023 

Africa  (No.  8,  1903).— Copy  presented,  of  Report  on  Slavery  and  Free  Labour 

in  the  British  East  Africa  Protectorate  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1023 

Commercial  Relations  (Commercial,  No.  G,  1903).— Copy  presented,  of 
Findings  of  the  Permanent  Commission  established  under  Article  VII.  of  the 
Sugar  Convention  of  5th  March,  1902,  and  Report  of  the  British  Delegate 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1024 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series).— Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and  Con- 
sular Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos.  3,031  to  3,033  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table 1024 

Treaty  Series  (No.  11,  1903).— Copy  presented,  of  the  Accession  of  Denmark 
to  the  International  Convention  of  9th  September,  1886,  establishing  an 
International  Union  for  the  Protection  of  Literary  and  Artistic  Works,  and 
also  to  the  additional  Act  and  Declaration  signed  in  Paris,  4th  May,  1896 
— 1st  July,  1903  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table     •       ...   1024 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords].  —Return  presented, 
relative  thereto  [ordered  16th  July ;  Mr.  Bormr  Law] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.     [260]        1024 

Colonial  Reports  (Annual).— Copy  presented,  of  Report  No.  389  (Sierra 

Leone,  Annual  Report  for  1902)  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the  Table   ...  1024 

Trinidad. — Copy  presented,  of  Papers  relating  to  the  recent  disturbances  at 

Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      1024 
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Trinidad. — Copy  presented,  of  Beport  of  the  Commission  of  Inquiry  into  the 
recent  disturbances  at  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table  1024 

University  of  Glasgow.— Copy  presented,  of  Abstract  of  Accounts  of  the 
Univesity  of  Glasgow  for  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1902  [by  Act] 
to  lie  upon  the  Table  ;  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  261.]        

Paper  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House  1024 

Pcblic  Records  (Post  Office).— Copy  of  Fourth  Schedule  containing  a  List 
and  Particulars  of  Classes  of  Documents  existing  or  accruing  in  the  Office 
of  His  Majesty's  Postmaster-General,  which  are  not  considered  of  sufficient 
public  value  to  justify  their  preservation  in  the  Public  Record  Office  [by 
Act]        1025 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  V&TES. 

Concessions  for  the  Collection  of  Rubber  in  Uganda.— Question,  Mr. 

Bayley  (Derbyshire,  Chesterfield) ;  Answer,  Lord  Cranborne         1025 

Increase  in  Price  of  Wheat  during  "Leiter  corner." — Question,  Sir 

Howard  Vincent  (Sheffield,  Central) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour  ...  1026 

Average  Prices  and  Duty  on  Wheat  in  England,  France,  and  Germany. 
— Question,  Colonel  Long  (Worcestershire,  Evesham);  Answer,  Mr. 
Gerald  Balfour  1026 

Electric   High-Tension   Current  on  Overhead   Wires.— Question,  Mr. 

Markham  (Nottinghamshire,  Mansfield);  Answer,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour  ...  1026 

Foreign  Imports  into  the  Colonies — Merchandise  Marks  Acts. — Question, 

Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas  (Merthyr  Tydvil) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour  ...  1027 

Fiscal  Inquiry — Reprint  of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  229  of  Session 

1825.— Question,  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas;  Answer,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour  ...  1028 

Assistant  Head  Postmen — Case  of  C.  W.  Mason,  of  Clapham.— Question, 

Mr.  James  O'Connor  (Wicklow,  W.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  ...  1028 

Business  of  the  House. — Question,  Sir  H.  Campboll-Bannerman  (Stirling 
Burghs) ;  Answer,  The  Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)     . . .         1028 

Irish  Land  Bill.—  As  amended,  considered. 

Mr.  T  M.  Healy  {Louth,  N)       1029 

Clause.     (Compulsory  acquisition  land.) 

u  Where  any  land  or  easement  sold  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Land  Purchase  Acts  is  required  by  any  local  authority  under  any  Act 
enabling  such  authority  compulsorily  to  acquire  same,  no  appeal  shall 
He  from  any  order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  sanctioning  the 
acquisition  of  such  land  under  the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts,  the  Public 
Health  (Ireland)  Acts,  or  the  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Acts,  and  the 
decision  of  the  Judge  of  Assize  under  Section  10,  Sub-section  3  (d)  of 
the  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1898,  shall  be  final  except  when  the 
order  therein  referred  to  is  refused." — (Mr.  T,  M.  Healy.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

The  Chief  Secretary  /or  Ireland  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  1030 

Mr.  T.  JF.  Russell  (Tyrone,  S.)     1030 

Motion  and  Clause,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.T.M.Hexdy 1031 

Clause  (Variable  head  rents). 

"  Where  by  reason  of  the  non-publication  of  the  average  prices  of 
produce  in  the  Dublin  Gazette,  it  has  become  impossible  judicially  to 
determine  the  amount  by  which  any  variable  rent  calculable  upon  an 
average  of  prices  should  be  varied,  Sections  2  and  3  of  the  Act  of  the 
sixty-third  and  sixty-fourth  years  of  Victoria,  chapter  fifty-eight,  shall 
apply  in  the  case  of  such  variable  rents,  and  the  words  '  tithe  rent- 
charge/  in  the  said  sections,  shall  be  deemed  to  include  any  variable 
rent  as  aforesaid."— (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  Wyndham        •*...         —        •_  1031 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 
Clause  (Sub-divided  holdings). 

"  In  the  construction  of  Section  5,  Sub-section  3,  of  The  Land 
Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1896,  the  words  'tenants  in  common'  shall  be 
deemed  to  include  two  or  more  persons  between  whom  the  holding  is 
divided."— (Mr.  T  M.  Healy.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  "That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time,"  put 
and  agreed  to. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  T  W.  Russell ^        1032 

Clause  (Abolition  of  landlord's  right  of  pre-emption). 

"  Sub-section  3  of  Section  1  of  The  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1881, 
relating  to  the  right  of  the  landlord  to  purchase  a  holding  is  hereby 
'  repealed."— (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  Wyndham        ^ 1032 

Motion,  Clause,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Lonsdale  (Armagh,  Mid)        ^,         1033 
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Clause  (Trinity  College  and  church  perpetuity  leases). 

"  Holders  of  land  under  ecclesiastical  perpetuity  leases  and  Trinity 
College  leases  may  apply  to  the  Land  Commission  to  have  their  rents 
reduced  proportionately  to  the  reductions  of  rent  granted  to  their 
tenants ;  and  the  Land  Commission  shall  reduce  such  rents  accordingly, 
and  shall,  in  the  case  of  any  holding  subject  to  a  judicial  rent  fixed  or 
agreed  to  before  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1896,  make  a  further  re- 
duction of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  rent  payable  for  such  holding." — (Mr. 
Lonsdale.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  Wyndham       1039 

Mr.  Dxlkm  (Mayo,  E.)      1040 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  1040 

Mr.  Flavin  (Kerry,  N.)     ...         1041 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Clause  (Mill  farms). 

"  A  tenant  of  a  holding  upon  which  a  mill  is  situated  may  make 
application  to  the  Court,  and  the  Court  may  direct  that  the  non-agri- 
cultural portion  of  the  holding  shall  be  separated  from  the  agricultural 
portion  thereof,  and  may  determine  the  proportion  of  rent  to  be 
allocated  to  each  portion,  and  may  thereupon  fix  a  fair  rent  for  the 
agricultural  portion  of  the  holding,  to  which  the  Land  Law  Acts  shall 
then  apply  as  if  it  was  a  separate  holding." — (Mr.  Lonsdale.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  Wyndham       1041 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  13,  to  leave  out  the  words  •  as  amended  by  this 
Act/"— (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill/ 

Mr.  John  Redmond  (Waterford)    ... ...         ...  1041 

Question  put  and  negatived. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell ...1042 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  25,  to  leave  out  from  beginning  of  the  line  to  the 
end  of  line  3,  page  2."— (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell.) 

Question  proposed,   "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out,  to  the  word 
•  may '  in  line  27,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Wyndham _         ~         1(>43 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 1043 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  2,  line  23,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  a  *  to  end  of  line 
25,  and  insert  the  words  *  holding  to  which  the  Land  Law  (Ireland) 
Acts  apply.'  "—(Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill. ' 

Mr.  William  O'Brien  (Cork)         1044 

Mr.  T.W.  Russell 1044 

Mr.  Wyndham       1045 

Mr.  Leamy  (Kildare,  N.) 1046 

Mr.  Flynn  (Cork  Co.,  N.) 1046 

The  Attcrney-Qeneral  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry,  N.)         ...  1046 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill "  put,  and  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Butcher  (York)  1047 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  2,  line  27,  to  leave  out  the  words  'as  defined  by  this 
Act,'  and  .insert  the  words  *  in  respect  of  which  the  Land  Commission 
have  given  a  certificate  under  section  six  of  this  Act.'" — (Mr.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Bill" 

Mr.  Wyndham       1047 

Mr.  Dillon 1047 

Mr.  Atkinson         1048 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill,'1  put,  and  agreed 
to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  2,  line  35,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  ten  acres  in  area 
and.'  n—(Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out,  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 

Mr.  Dillon 1049 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  2,  line  40,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  a '  and  insert  the 
.    word  'that.™— (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  five  hundred,'  and 
insert  the  words  'one  thousand.'" — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  '  five  hundred '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Dillon 1050 
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Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question,  "That  the  words  'one  thousand '  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill," 
put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  to  leave  out  lines  7  to  1 2,  inclusive,  and  insert  the 
words  '  Provided  that  the  limitation  in  this  Sub-section  may,  subject 
to  the  other  limitations  in  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  be  exceeded,  where 
the  Land  Commission  consider  that  a  larger  advance  may  be  sanctioned 
to  any  purchaser  without  prejudice  to  the  wants  and  circumstances  of 
other  persons  residing  in  the  neighbourhood.'  " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  line  29,  after  the  word  €  vendor/  to  insert  the  words 
'  or  (in  the  case  of  an  estate  purchased  from  the  Land  Judge)  to  the 
former  owner  of  the  estate  or  a  person  nominated  by  the  Land  Com- 
mission as  his  representative. * " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  to  the  vendor/  " — 
(Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  line  34,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  '  (3)  In  entering  into 
agreements  for  the  resale  of  any  land  to  the  vendor  of  an  estate  the 
Land  Commission  shall  have  regard  to  the  amount  of  land  available 
for  the  enlargement  of  holdings  where  they  consider  such  enlargement 
necessary.  (4)  Where  an  advance  is  made  in  pursuance  of  this  section 
the  Judicial  Commissioner  may,  if  he  thinks  it  equitable,  on  the  applica- 
tion of  any  person  who,  at  the  date  of  the  sale  of  the  land  to  the  Land 
Commission,  was  entitled  to  any  estate  in  remainder  or  reversion  in  that 
land  order,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  he  may  think  reasonable, 
that  the  land  so  resold  shall  devolve  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the 
settlements  which  at  the  date  of  the  sale  to  the  Land  Commission 
affected  it.'  "—(Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  William  O'Brien ...  1051 

Proposed  Amendment  amended — 

"  In  line  5,  by  leaving  out  the  words  '  an  advance  is  made,7  and 
inserting  the  words  *  any  land  is  resold  to  the  vendor/ " — (Colonel 
WyndJiam-Qvin. ) 

Proposed  words,  as  amended,  inserted  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.T.M.Healy 1051 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  lino  39,  after  the  word  *  pasturage,'  to  insert  the 
words  •  acquiring  foreshore  or  land  for  raising  sand,  gravel,  or  seaweed, 
or  for  the  construction  of  piers.' "-  -(Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill," 
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Sir  Robert  Fitzgerald  (Cambridge) 1052 

Mr.  Wyndham       1052 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  line  39,  after  the  word  *  pasturage/  to  insert  the 
words  *  the  raising  of  sand  or  gravel,  the  cutting  or  gathering  of  sea- 
weed.'"— (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  7,  lines  6  and  7,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  where  an  estate 
or  untenanted  land  is  vested  in  them.' " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  WiUiam  O'Brien         1052 

Mr.  Wyndham       1052 

Question  put  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  7,  line  9,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  the  estate/  and  insert 
the  word  '  estates.' " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

" In  page  7,  line  9,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  'purchased  or  pro- 
posed to  be  purchased  under  this  Act' " — (Mr.  Wyndham). 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — ■ 

"In  page  8,  line  34,  at  beginning,  to  insert  the  words  'In  the 
case  of  the  sale  of  an  estate.1  "—(Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  8,  line  36,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  an/  and  insert  the 
word  '  the.'  ^—(Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  8,  lines  36  and  37,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  purchased 
by  them  or  by  the  Congested  Districts  Board.' " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Clancy  (Dublin  Co.,  N.)  1053 

Mr.  Wyndham       1053 

Question  put  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  9,  line  3,  after  the  word  '  agreement/  to  insert  the 
words  '  by  all  persons  interested.'  "—(Sir  John  Colomb.) 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Wyndham       1054 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  9,  line  3,  after  the  word  '  agreement,'  to  insert  the 
words  *  between  the  owner  of  the  estate  and  the  owner  of  the  inter- 
vening interest.'1  '—(Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  11,  line  39,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  of,'  to  the  word  * 
'  by,'  in  line  41,  and  insert '  section  four  of.' " — (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  12,  line  14,  after  the  word  ' cutting '  to  insert  the  words 
1  or  making.  ' 

"In  page  12,  line  21,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  or  making.' " — 
(Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  13,  line  13,  to  leave  out  the  words  * and  shall  hold 
office  during  pleasure.'" 

" In  pagQ  13,  line  13,  at  end  to  insert  the  words  (4)  'The  Estates 
Commissioners  shall  hold  office  during  pleasure,  but  any  Estates  Com- 
missioner shall  only  be  removed  from  his  office  by  an  Order  in  Council, 
and  any  such  Order  shall  be  laid  before  each  House  of  Parliament 
forthwith,  and  if  an  address  is  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  either 
House  of  Parliament  within  the  next  subsequent  forty  days  on  which 
that  House  has  sat  next  after  any  such  Order  is  laid  before  it  praying 
that  the  Order  may  be  annulled,  His  Majesty  in  Council  may  annul 
the  Order,  and  it  shall  thenceforth  be  void.' " 

"  In  page  13,  line  14,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  nominated  or.' " 
—(Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  1055 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  13,  line  29,  after  the  word,  'may'  to  insert  the  words 
'after  consultation  with  the  Land  Commission  and.'" — (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill. 

"In  page  13,  line  29,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  'may '  to  the 
word  'sucn,'  in  line  30,  and  to  insert  the  word  '  nominate.' " 

"In  page  13,  line  30,  after  the  word  'the,'  to  insert  the  word 
'land.'" 
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"In  page  13,  line  30,  at  end  to  insert  the  words  'with  the 
consent  of  the  Treasury  as  to  number  and  remuneration/ " — (Mr. 
Wyndham.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

On  Sub-section  9 — 

"Sales  of  estates  to  the  Estates  Commissioners  and  sales  by 
those  Commissioners  to  tenants  and  others  may  be  negotiated  and 
completed  by  any  agents,  solicitors,  or  other  persons  approved  by 
the  Estates  Commissioners  at  a  fixed  price  or  percentage,  according 
to  a  scale  to  be  settled  by  the  Estates  Commissioners  with  the  assent 
of  the  Treasury,  and  such  price  or  percentage  shall  be  paid  as 
part   of    the  expenses  of    the  Land  Commission." 


Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke  (Kent,  Dartford) 
Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 


...   1055 


"In  page  13,  line  38,  to  leave  out  the  words  'and  completed 
by  any  agents,  solicitors,  or  other  persons,'  and  insert  the  words  'by 
any  land  agent  or  solicitor  nominated  by  the  landlord  and.' " — (Sir  W. 
Hart  Dyke^ 


Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to 
of  the  Bill." 

be  left  out  stand 

part 

Mr.  Wyndham       

...   1056 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell 

..         ...         ... 

...  1056 

Mr.  Dillon 

..         •••         ... 

...   1056 

Mr.  Wyndham       

> ..         ...         ••• 

...  1057 

Mr.  WiUiam  Redmond  (Clare,  E.) 

»••         ...         ... 

...  1057 

Mr.  Jordan  (Fermanagh,  S.)         

... 

...  1057 

Sir  John  Rolleston,  (Leicester)       



...   1058 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill,"  put,  and  agreed 
to. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  14,  line  2,  after  the  word  '  Lieutenant/  to  insert  the 
words  '  and  after  consultation!  with  the  President  of  the  Incorporated 
Law  Society  of  Ireland/  " 

"  In  page  14,  line  14,  after  the  word  'and/  to  insert  the  words, 
'  those  reports  and  all  rules  under  the  last  preceding  sub-section/  " — 
(Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  15,  line  6,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  'In  this  sub- 
section the  expression  "  the  annual  income,"  shall  include  the  annual 
amount  payable  in  respect  of  the  premiums  on  any  policy  of  insurance 
where  those  premiums  are  charged  upon  land.' " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Sir  Lewis  Mclver  (Edinburgh,  W.) 


...  1059 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  15,  line  17,  after  the  word  '  estate/  to  insert  the  words 
4  where  the  purchase  money  thereof  is  sufficient  to  discharge  all  claims 
affecting  the  same  and.' " — (Sir  Lewis  Mclver.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Wyndham       1059 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  pa§e  15,  line  22,  after  the  word  'arrears/  to  insert  the 
words  '  for  his  own  use.'  " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  15,  line  27,  to  leave  out  the  word  « shall '  and  insert  the 
word  '  may/  " — (Mr.  Hemphill ) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  shall  *  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Herbert  Bobertmi  (Hadcnty,  &)         1060 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question,  "  That  the  word  '  may '  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill  "  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

.    Mr.  Butcher  (Fork)  1060 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  16,  line  31,  after  the  word  'advances/  to  insert  the 
words  '  provided  that  this  sub-section  shall  not  apply  in  any  case 
where  the  Land  Commission  are  satisfied  that  it  is  not  owing  to  any 
act  or  default  of  such  person  that  his  title  is  not  established,  and  the 
amount  of  his  claim  invested  as  aforesaid.' " — (Mr.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.T.M.Healy 1061 

Mr.  Atkinson         1062 

Sir  Lewis  Mclver 1061 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Butcher  1061 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  16,  line  34,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  (3)."—(ifr.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 

Mr.T.M.Healy 1062 

Mr.  Atkinson         1062 

Amendment,  by  leave  withdrawn. 

Sir  Lewis  Mclver 1063 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  17,  lines  1  and  2,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  shall  in  the 
case  of  agreements  entered  into/  and  insert  the  word  '  sanctioned.' " — 
(Sir  Lewis  Mclver.) 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  Atkinson        ...  1063 

Mr.  Wyndham       1063 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  18,  line  41,  after  the  word  •  cent.'  to  insert  the  words 
'  per  annum/  " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  19,  line  31,  to  leave  out  the  word  'interest/  and  insert 
the  word  *  dividends.' " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  19,  line  38,  after  the  word    '  advances,'  to  insert  the 
words  '  to  them.' " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  19,  line  39,  to  leave  out  the  word  'interest,'  and  insert 
the  word  'dividends.'" — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

On  Clause  38. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell 1064 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page   20,  line   35,  to  leave  out  Clause  38."— (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  of  Clause  58  to  the  word '  the,'  in  line 
36,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 


Mr.  Dillon 

Mr.  Wyndham       

Mr.T.M.Healy 

Mr.  Blake  (Longfoi-d,  S.) 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor  (Liverpool,  Scotland)... 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  20,  line  35,  at  beginning,  to  insert  the  words,  'Subject 
to  the  provision  of  the  last  preceding  section.' " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  21,  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  of  seventy  thousand 
pounds  mentioned  in,'  and  insert  the  words  '  payable  under.' " — (Mr. 
Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  21,  line  23,  after  the  word  'grant/  to  insert  the  words 
'  substituted  for  the  grant.' " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  22,  line  30,  after  the  words  '  per  cent/  to  insert  the 
words  '  per  annum/  " — ( Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  22,  line  31,  after  the  words  *  per  cent./  to  insert  the 
words  '  per  annum/  " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  23,  line  7,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  (2)  The  purchase 
annuity  shall  be  paid  until  the  whole  of  the  advance  in  respect  of 
which  it  is  payable  is  ascertained  in  manner  prescribed  by  the 
Treasury  to  have  been  repaid.'  " — (Mr.  Wyndham?) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.DiWm 1071 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  23,  line  19,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  * (3)  Any  rules 
under  this  section  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  they  are  made,  be  laid 
before  both  Houses  of  Parliament/  " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Butcher 1072 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  24,  line  6,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  (3)  The  vendor 
shall,  out  of  the  percentage  payable  to  him  under  this  section,  pay 
and  discharge  such  of  the  costs  of  and  incidental  to  the  sale  as  would 
but  for  this  provision  be  payable  out  of  the  purchase  money  of  the 
estate.  Provided  that  the  amount  of  the  costs  so  payable  shall  not 
exceed  3  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money  of  the 
estate/  "— (A/r.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Wyndham       1074 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  24,  line  9,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  scale  of  percentages/ 
and  insert  the  word  c  percentage/  " 

"  In  page  24,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  scale/  and  insert  the 
word  '  percentage/  " 

"  In  page  24,  line  17,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  or  to  any  estate 
sold  by  a  mortgagee  in  possession.' " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 
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Mr.T.MHealy 1074 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  24,  line  17,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  nor  to  any 
estate  as  to  which  an  absolute  order  for  sale  was  made  in  the  Land 
Judge's  Court  prior  to  the  1st  of  January,  1901,  where  such  order 
after  the  passing  of  this  Act  has  been  discharged.  "  Estate  "  for  the 
purpose  of  this  sub-section  shall  include  any  portion  of  an  estate.7 " — 
(Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill" 

Mr.  Wyndham       1075 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Duke  (Plymouth)        1076 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  24,  line  37,  after  the  word  '  in/  to  insert  the  words,  '  (a) 
bonds,  debentures,  or  mortgages  secured  upon  rates  or  taxes  levied 
under  the  authority  of  any  Act  of  Parliament  or  Provisional  Order  by 
any  municipal  corporation  or  other  local  authority  in  the  United  King- 
dom which  shall  be  authorised  to  borrow  on  such  security  ;  (b)  ground 
rents  arising  out  of  hereditaments  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  not 
exceeding  in  amount  one-fourth  part  of  the  annual  value  at  a  rack  rent 
of  the  premises  out  of  which  such  ground  rents  issue  ;  (c)  debentures 
or  mortgages  of  railway  companies  in  the  United  Kingdom  incor- 
porated by  Act  of  Parliament ;  (d)  stocks  or  shares  of  any  tramway  or 
light  railway  interest  upon  which  is  guaranteed  from  or  charged  upon 
rates  under  the  Tramways  (Ireland)  Acts ;  (e)  bonds,  debentures,  or 
mortgages  secured  upon  any  investments  in  which  trustees  are 
authorised  by  this  or  any  other  Act  to  invest  trust  funds  ;  (f)  deben- 
tures or  fully  paid  shares  or  stocks  of  any  railway  or  commercial  or 
industrial  company  in  the  United  Kingdom,  provided  that  the 
sufficiency  of  such  investment  to  realise  the  sum  invested  therein  upon 
the  death  of  the  tenant  for  life  or  the  termination  of  the  trust  shall  be 
secured  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public  trustee  under  this  Act ;  or 
(g).'»_-(jlfr.  Duke.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Wyndham       1078 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  26,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  March  last  before 
the  passing  of  this  Act/  and  insert  the  words  '  January  in  the  year 
nineteen  hundred  and  one.* " 

"  In  page  27,  line  1,  after  the  word  '  holding/  to  insert  the  words 
4  or  part  thereof/  " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  27,  line  9,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  '  (3)  Nothing  in 
this  section  shall  affect  any  estate  as  to  which  a  request  by  the  Land 
Judge  issued  to  the  Land  Commission  under  said  Section  40  prior  to 
the  passing  of  this  Act/  "— (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  27,  line  39,  after  the  word  '  sum,'  to  insert  the  words 
'or  sums.'" — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  27,  line  39,  after  the  word  'exceeding/  to  insert  the 
words  '  in  the  aggregate.'  " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  27,  line  39,  after  the  word  '  the/  to  insert  the  words 
' amount  of  the.' " — (Mr.  Wyndham) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  27,  line  40,  after  the  word  '  annuity/  to  insert  the  word 
•  payable.'  "—(Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  27,  line  40,  '  after  the  word  '  part/  to  insert  the  words 
'upon  the  making  of  the  advance/  " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  27,  line  41,  to  leave  out  the  word  'for/  and  insert  the 
words  'by  which  the  holding  is  charged  with.' " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  27,  line  42,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  where  part  of 
a  holding  is  mortgaged  or  charged  the  Land  Commission  shall,  for  the 
purpose  of  this  enactment,  estimate  the  amount  of  the  purchase 
annuity  payable  in  respect  of  that  part.' " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  28,  line  1,  after  the  word  '  holding/  to  insert  the  words 
'other  than  a  charge  under  any  Public  Works  Act.'" — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  28,  line  12,  after  the  word  'any'  to  insert  the  words 
'and  any  charge  under  any  Public  Works  Act.'  " — (Mr.  Wyndltam.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  28,  line  36,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  fails,'  and  insert  the 
words  '  wilfully  neglects.'  "—{Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
f  01*  CXXV.    [Fourth  Series.]       h 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  28,  line  37,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  ten  '  and  insert  the 
word  'two.'  —(Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  28,  line  40,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  *  and  such  rules 
shall  provide  a  scale  of  remuneration  to  be  paid  by  the  Land 
Commission  to  officers  furnishing  information  under  Sub-sections  2 
and  3  of  this  Section.'  "—(Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  29,  line  28,  after  the  word  ( tenant,1  to  insert  the  words 
'  provided  that  no  arrears  shall  be  recoverable  where  the  tenant  has 
paid  a  sum  equivalent  to  a  year's  rent  within  the  year  immediately 
preceding  such  offer.'" — (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 1080 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  29,  line  39,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  ( Every  such  refer- 
ence for  reconsideration  shall  contain  the  reasons  thereof,  and  a  copy 
of  such  reasons  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Treasury,  and  shall  forthwith 
be  published  in  the  Dublin  Gazett*.  The  Land  Commission  shall  include 
in  their  annual  report  to  Parliament  an  explanation  of  any  variation 
made  by  them  in  a  report  on  such  reconsideration.1 " — (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  20,  line  10,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  ' (4)  Subject  to 
the  provisions  of  this  section,  where  a  request  has  been  issued  by  the 
Land  Judge  to  the  Land  Commission,  an  order  dismissing  the  petition 
for  sale  shall  not  be  made  until  the  offer  in  that  Section  mentioned  has 
been  made  aud  refused.'  " — (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  31,  line  35,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '(3)  This  section 
shall  not  apply  to  any  reversion  or  estate  expectant  on  the  deter- 
mination of  an  estate  tail  or  a  base  fee  which  is  vested  in  the  Crown.' " 
—(Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill-— 

"  In  page  32,  line  15,  after  the  word  'determined'  to  insert  the 
words  'after  hearing  the  parties.' " — (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  32,  line  15,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  Land  Commission ' 
and  insert  the  words  'Judicial  Commissioner.' " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill. 

"  In  page  33,  line  9,  after  the  word  '  Acts '  to  insert  the  words 
'  Provided  that,  in  any  case  where  no  part  of  such  guarantee  deposit 
has  been  actually  applied,  in  pursuance  of  the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  for 
five  years,  after  the  date  that  the  holding  in  respect  of  which  the  same 
was  retained  was  vested  in  the  purchaser  thereof,  the  Land  Commission 
shall,  on  application,  pay  the  same  to  the  person  entitled  thereto.'  " — 
(Sir  Lewis  Mclver.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Wyndham       1082 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  33,  line  32,  to  leave  out  from  beginning  to  word  'all,' 
in  line  33."— (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  33,  line  37,  to  leave  out  the  first  words  '  Act  of/  and 
insert  the  words  *  Landlord  and  Tenant  (Ireland)  Act.' "—  (Mr.  IVyiid- 
ham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page 33,  line 37,  to  leave  out  the  word  'Land.'"— (Mr.  Wyixdham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  T.  W  Russell 1082 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  37,  line  15,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  3."— (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell.) 

Question  proposed — "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  BUI." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.T.M.Healy 1083 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  37,  line  35,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  *  having  not  less 
than  five  years'  experience  under  the  Land  Commission.' " — (Mr.  T. 
M.  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  u  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  fVyridhum       1083 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  T.  IF.  Russell  1083 

A2 


cxvi  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

July  17.]  Page 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  38,  line  5,  after  the  word  '  assessor/  to  insert  the  words, 
'  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  after  consultation 
with  the  Land  Commission/  "—(Mr.  T.  W.  Russell.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Dillon 1084 

Mr.  Wyndham        1084 

Mr.  John  Redmond 1084 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  39,  line  29,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  wages,  and  insert 
the  words  '  average  wages  for  the  year.' " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word  *  wages '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  O'Shee  (Waterford,  N.)  1085 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment  to  the  Bill — 

"  After  the  word  '  year '  to  insert  the  words  '  preceding  the  lodg- 
ment of  the  representation.1 " — (Mr.  ffShee.)  • 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  40,  line  15,  after  the  word  '  Acts/  to  insert  the  words 
« 1883  to  1896/  "—(Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  40,  b'ne  19,  after  the  word  '  in '  to  insert  the  words  *  the 
said  Act  as  amended  by.'  " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  40,  to  leave  out  Clause  94." — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  40,  line  39,  after  the  word  '  includes/  to  insert  the 
words  'Part  Three  of  the  Act  of  1896/  "—(Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  41,  line  2,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  4  The  expression 
"  the  Land  Law  Acts,"  means  the  Land  Law  Acts  as  defined  by  the 
Act  of  1896  and  part  one  of  that  Act/  "—(Mr.  ,Vyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  41,  line  12,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words, '  The  expression 
"land  agent"  means  and  includes  receivers  under  the  Courts  or 
receivers  under  deed/  " — (Sir  John  Rolkston). 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  43,  to  leave  out  Schedule  1." — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  43,  line  26,  after  the  word  '  three/  to  insert  the  words 
4  Sub-sections  3,  4,  5,  and  5  of  Section  36/" — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  43,  line  28,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  54  and  55  Vic 
c.  71,  The  Labourers'  (Ireland)  Act,  1891,  Section  3."'— (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  43,  line  30,  after  the  word  '  five/  to  insert  the  words 
1  save  as  regards  agreements  for  purchase  made  before  the  passing  of 
this  Act/  "—(Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  43,  line  32,  after  the  word  *  three/  to  insert  the  words 
'  save  as  regards  agreements  for  purchase  made  before  the  passing  of 
this  Act.'  "—(Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.T.M.Healy      1087 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon  Tuesday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 

Metropolitan  Streets  Bill,, 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanarkshire,  Mid.) 1087 

The  Secretary  of  State  far  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Kent, 
St.  AugusHnes). 

Bill  reported,  without  Amendment ;  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Statute  Law  Revision  (Scotland)  Bill  [Lords]  (Second  Reading).— Order  of 
the  day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.CaldweU  1089 

The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray,  Buteshire)...         1090 

Sir  Frederick  Banbury  (Camberwell,  Peckham) 1091 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  Tuesday  next. 
Innkeepers'  Liability  Bill. 

Mr.  Galloway  (Manchester,  S.W.) 1091 

Further  Consideration,  as  amended  (by  the  Standing  Committee),  deferred 
until  Wedndsday  next. 

Adjourned  at  twenty-eight  minutes  before  Six  o'clock  till  Monday 
next. 
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HOUSE    OP    LORDS:     MONDAY,    20th    JULY,    1903. 
PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate  from  the  Examiners 
that  the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  been 
complied  with  : — Alexandra  Park  and  Palace. 

The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table      1093 

City  and  South  London  Railway  Bill;  Romford  and  District  Tramways 
Bill. — Read  3a,  with  the  Amendments ;  further  Amendments  made  ;  Bills 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons  1 093 

Newcastle-on-Tyne  Electric  Supply  Bill.— Read  3a,  with  the  Amendments ; 

a  further  Amendment  made ;  Ml  passed  and  returned  to  the  Commons  ...  1093 

Woolwich  Borough  Council  Bill — Read  3%  with  the  Amendments,  and 

passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons  1093 

Metropolitan  Streets  Bill. — Brought  from  the  Commons 1093 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill— Returned  from  the 

Commons,  with  the  Amendment  agreed  to 1093 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill;  Pier  and  Harbour 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill. — Returned  from  the  Commons,  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to  1093 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  and  London  and  North  Western  Railways 
(Steam  Vessels)  Bill.— Reported  from  the  Select  Committee,  with 
Amendments     ...  1093 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  13)  Bill— Moved,  "  That  the 
Order  made  on  the  16th  day  of  March  last,  '  That  no  Provisional  Order 
Confimation  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a 
second  time  after  the  18th  day  of  June  next/  be  dispensed  with,  and  that 
the  Bill  be  now  read  2a  ";  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2a  accordingly,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow       ..  1093 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Trade   Reports  (Annual  Series).— No.  3034 :    Netherlands  (Rotterdam) ; 

No.  3035  :  Italy  (Lecce)  1094 

Somaliland. — Despatches  relative  to  the  operations  of  the  Somaliland  Field 

Force      1094 

Board  of  Education. — Syllabuses  and  lists  of  apparatus  applicable  to  schools 
and  classes  other  than  elementary  (from  1st  August,  1903,  to  31st  July, 
1904)      1094 

Government  Laboratory.— Report  of  the  Principal  Chemist,  Qovernment 
Laboratory,  upon  the  work  of  the  laboratory,  for  the  year  ended  31st 
March,  1903;  with  appendices. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 1094 

Army.— Further  regulations  relating  to  :  1.  The  Army  Reserve  ;  2.  The  Militia  1094 
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County  Officers  and  Courts  (Ireland)  Act,  1877.— Account  of  receipts 

and  payments  under  the  Act  during  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1903      ...  1094 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature.— Rules  of  the  Supreme  Court,  July,  1903. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  1094 

India  and  the  South  African  Garrison. 

The  Marquess  of  Ripon      1094 

Moved,  "  That  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty's  Government 
for  Papers  relating  to  the  proposal  of  His  Majesty's  Government  for 
placing  a  portion  of  the  cost  of  the  troops  in  South  Africa  upon  the 
revenues  of  India." — (The  Marquess  of  Ripon.) 


The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (The  Earl  of  Hardwicke) 

The  Earl  of  Northbrook 

Ptacount  Goschen 

LordWelby 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (The  Earl  of  Selborne)  . . . 

Earl  of  Spencer      # 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire 

Motion,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 
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Metropolitan  Streets  Bill— Read  1*;  to  be  printed  ;   and  to  be-  read  2a 

To-morrow.— (The  Lord  Belper.)    (No.  166) 1129 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  before  Seven  o'clock,  till 
To-morrow,  half-past  Seven  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :  MONDAY,  20th  JULY,  1903. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Naval  Works  (Portsmouth  Barracks  Site)  Bill  (Standing  Orders  Appli- 
cable Thereto  not  Complied  with) — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  "  That,  in 
the  case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  House 
of  the  14th  day  of  July,  the  Standing  Orders  which  are  applicable  thereto 
have  not  been  complied  with,  viz.: — Naval  Works  (Portsmouth  Barracks 
Site)  Bill." 

Ordered,  "  That  the  Report  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 

Orders"      1129 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  Bill ;  Midland  Great  Western  Railway 
of  Ireland  Bill;  Walker  and  Wallsend  Linion  Gas  Bill. — Lords'  Amend- 
ments considered,  and  agreed  to        1129 

Carmarthenshire  Electric  Power  Bill  [LordsI  ;  Fife  Electric  Power  Bill 

[Lords]. — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments       1129 


St 


Philip's  Chapel  (Regent  Street)  Bill  [Lords]  (King's  consent  signified). 
— Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  without  Amendment         1130 
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Bournemouth  Corporation  Tramways  Bill  [Lords!  ;  Nottinghamshire  and 
Derbyshire  Tramways  Bill  [Lords] ;  Sutton  Coldfield  Corporation  Bill 
[Lords]. — As  amended,  considered  ;  to  be  read  the  third  time       ...         ...  110 

Bangor  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Brighton  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] ;  Pen- 
tillie  Estate  Bill  [Lords]  ;  South  Staffordshire  Tramways  Bill  [Lords]. — 
Read  a  second  time,  ana  committed 1130 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Water  Orders  Confirmation 

Bill  [LordsJ. — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  without  Amendment       ...  1130 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords]. — As  Amended,  considered  ; 

to  be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow  ...         1130 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords].— Read  a  second  time, 

and  committed 11"0 

Scottish  Episcopal  Clergy  Widows' and  Orphans'  Fund  Confirmation 
Order. — Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  under  The  Private  Legislation 
Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating  to  the  Scottish  Episcopal  Clergy 
Widows*  and  Orphans'  Fund,  qrdered  to  be  brought  in  by  The  Lord 
Advocate  and  Mr.  Solicitor-General  for  Scotland 11  CO 

Scottish  Episcopal  Clergy  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fond  Confirmation 
Bill-  -"  To  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  under  The  Private  Legislation 
Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating  to  the  Scottish  Episcopal  Clergy 
Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund,"  presented  accordingly  ;  and  ordered  to  be 
considered  on  Friday 1100 

Message  from  the  Lords. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5)  Bill,  with  an  Amendment. 

Amendments  to — London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Kailway  Bill 
[LordsJ ;  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  Bill  [LordsJ,  without  Amend- 
ment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  confirm  a  Pro- 
visional Order  under  The  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act, 
1899,  relating  to  the  Lanarkshire  Tramways."  [Lanarkshire  Tramways 
Order  Confirmation  Bill  (Lords) J        " 11  SO 

Lanarkshire  Tramways  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [LordsJ.— Read  the  first 
time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday,  28th  July,  and  to  be  printed. 
IBM  284.]  1131 

PETITIONS. 

Licensing  (Scotland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill.— Petition  from  Winchburgh, 

in  favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         1131 
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July,  1903  [by  Act]      1132 

Parochial  Medical  Officers  (Scotland).— Return  ordered,  "  of  the  number 
of  parishes  in  the  counties  of  Orkney,  Shetland,  Caithness,  Sutherland, 
Ross  and  Cromarty,  Inverness  and  Argyll,  in  which  the  office  of  resident 
Parochial  Medical  Officer  has  been  vacant  within  the  last  seven  years, 
stating  (a)  name  of  parish  ;  (b)  number  of  times  the  vacancy  has  occurred ; 
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(Aberdeen,  S.),  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles;  Answers,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 1163 

Poor  Prisoners'  Defence  Bill.— Reported,  from  the  Select  Committee,  with 
Minutes  of  Evidence : 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  264.] 

Bill,  as  amended,  re-committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  for 
Friday,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  285.]  1163 

Patriotic  Fund. 

The  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Pretyman  Suffolk,  JVoodhridge)  ...  1164 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  reorganise  the  administration  of  the  Patriotic  Fund." — (Mr. 
Pretyman.) 

Mr.  Kearley,  (Devonport)    ...         1167 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Pretyman  and  Mr.  Arnold-Forster. 
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Patriotic  Fund  Bill. — To  reorganise  the  administration  of  the  Patriotic  Fund, 
presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  286.] 

Supply.    [18th  allotted  day]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Department  Estimates,  1903-4.    Class  IV. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  ,£617,101, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray 
the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904,  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  National  Education  in  Ireland,  including  a  Grant  in 
Aid  of  the  Teachers'  Pension  Fund,  Ireland." 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  (Tyrone,  S.) 1168 

Mr.  Thomas  O'Donnell  (Kerry,  fP.)  1169 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£617,001,  be  granted  for  the  said  Service."— (Mr.  Thomas  O'Donnell) 


Mr.  Boland  (Kerry,  S.)      

Mr.  Charles  Craig  (Antrim,  S.) 

Col.  Nolan  (Galivay,  N.) 

Mr.  T.  L.  Corbett  (Dwm,  N.)        

Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.)       

Mr.  Samuel  Young  (Cavan,  E.\ 

Mr.  Sloan  (Belfast,  S.)       

Mr.  Yoxall  (Nottiwjhamshire,  W.) 

Mr.  Clancy  (Dublin  County,  N.) 

Mr.  T.  W.Russell 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  (Louth  N.)       

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) 

Mr.  John  Redmond  ( Waterford) 

Mr.  Flynn,  (Cork,  N.)        

Mr.  William  Redmond  (Clare,  E.) 

Mr.  Gilhooly  (Cork  County,  W.) 
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Question  put,  and  negatived 
Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

2.  £530,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Endowed  Schools  Commissioners,  Ireland. 

3.  £707,  to  complete  the  sum  for  National  Gallery  of  Ireland.    • 

4.  £2,300,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Queen's  Colleges,  Ireland. 
Resolutions  to  be  reported. 

?lass  II. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed.     "  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £106,499,  be 

S -anted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the 
harge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1904,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Department 
of  Agricultural  and  other  Industries  and  Technical  Instruction  for  Ireland, 
and  of  the  Services  administered  by  that  Department,  including  sundry 
Grants  in  Aid. 
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Mr.  Wm.  Redmond  1214 

Sir  Frederick  Wills  (Bristol,  N.) 1217 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) 1218 

Mr.  Field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) 1218 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the  clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow ;  Committee  also  report  Progress ; 
to  sit  again  this  evening. 


EVENING  SITTING. 

Supply  [18th  allotted  day]. 

Considered  in  Committee  : — 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the  Chair.] 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  1903-4. — Class  III. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£33,600,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to 
defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904,  for  criminal  prosecutions 
and  other  law  charges  in  Ireland." 

Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  (Longford,  N.) 1219 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced 
by  £500,  in  respect  of  the  Salary  of  the  Attorney -General  for  Ireland." 
—(Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell)        1219 

Mr.  Joseph  Devlin  (Kilkenny,  N.)  1221 

Mr.  P.  J.  O'Brien  (Tipperary,  N.)  1224 

Mr.  Delany  (Queens  County,  Ossory)       1225 

Mr.  Dillon 1126 

Mr.  Cullinan  (Tipperai-y,  S.)        1127 

Mr.(fD<ywd(Sligo,S.)      1229 

Mr.  a  Kelly  (Mayo,  N.) 1230 

The  Attorney-General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry,  N.)      ...  1231 

Mr.  KUbride  (Kildare,  S.) 1237 

Mr.  William  Redmond      1242 

And,  it  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to 
the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  upon  Wednesday. 

Military  Works  (Consolidated  Fund).— Committee  to  consider  of  making 
further  provision  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  certain  Military  Works  and 
other  military  services,  and  to  authorise  the  issue  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund  of  such  sums  as  may  be  required  for  those  purposes  (King's  recommenda- 
tion signified),  this  day. — (Lord  Stanley)        ...  1 244 

Adjourned  at  five  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS :  TUESDAY,  21st  July,  1903. 

Commissions.— The  following  Bills  have  received  the  Royal  Assent : 

1 .  County  Councils  (Bills  in  Parliament). 

2.  Education  (Borrowing). 

3.  Contracts  (India  Office). 

4.  Guinea  Postal  Orders. 

5.  Elementary  Education  Amendment. 

6.  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (Housing  of  the  Working 

Classes). 

7.  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (Poor  Law). 

8.  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9). 

9.  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  10). 

10.  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  12). 

11.  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  14). 

12.  Local  Government  Provisional  Order  (No.  16). 

13.  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  17). 

14.  Local  Government  Provisional  Order  (No.  18). 

15.  Military  Lands  Provisional  Orders. 

16.  Education  Board  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation  (East  Ham,  etc). 

1 7.  Hamilton  Burgh  Provisional  Order. 

18.  Broughty  Ferry  Gas  Provisional  Order. 

19.  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5). 

20.  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7). 

21.  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6). 

22.  Southampton  Harbour. 

23.  King's  College,  London. 

24.  Scunthorpe  Urban  District  Water. 

25.  Ipswich  Gas. 

26.  Lanarkshire  and  Dumbartonshire  Railway. 

27.  New  Hunstanton  Improvement. 

28.  British  Gas  Light  Company  (Norwich) 

29.  Hastings  Tramways  (Extensions). 

30.  Jewish  Colonisation  Association. 

31.  Hampton  Court  Gas. 

32.  Charing  Cross,  Euston,  and  Hampstead  Railway. 

33.  Wolverhampton  and  Cannock  Chase  Railway  (Extension  of  Time). 

34.  London  and  North  Western  Railway. 

35.  Nantwich  Urban  District  Council. 

36.  Sheffield  and  South  Yorkshire  Navigation. 

37.  Torquay  Corporation  Water. 

38.  Nelson  Corporation. 

39.  West  Cumberland  Electric  Tramways. 

40.  Fishguard  and  Rosslare  Railways  and  Harbours. 

41.  Hexham  Gas. 

42.  Cheshire  Lines  Committee. 

43.  Highland  and  Invergarry  and  Fort  Augustus  Railway  Companies. 

44.  Port  Talbot  Railway  and  Docks. 

45.  Merthyr  Tydfil  Urban  District  Council. 

46.  Pontypridd  Urban  District  Council. 

47.  Frinton-on  Sea  Sea  Defences. 

48.  Cardiff  Railway. 

49.  Aston  Manor  Improvement. 

50.  Grindleford,  Baslow  and  Bakewell  Railway. 

51.  London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Railway. 

52.  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board. 

53.  Broadstairs  Gas. 

54.  Hyde  Corporation. 

55.  Leigh  Corporation. 
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56.  Great  Northern  Railway. 

57.  Metropolitan  District  Railway  (Various  Powers.) 

58.  Midland  and  Belfast  and  Northern  Counties  Railways. 

Sat  First. — The  Lord  Magheramorne,  sat  first  in  Parliament  after  the  death 

his  brother        1247 

PRIVATE    BILL    BUSINESS. 

Scottish  American  Mortgage  Company,  Limited,  Bill  [h.l.].  ;  South 
Lancashire  Tramways  Sill  [h.l.]  ;  Didcot,  Newbury,  and  Southampton 
Railway  Bill  [h.l.]. — Commons  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to  ...  1247 

Sheffield  Corporation  Bill — The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed  the  House 
that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill  was  withdrawn;  The  orders  made  on 
Tuesday  ana  Friday  last  discharged,  and  Bill  committed    ...         ...         ...   1247 

Oastleblayney,  Keady,  and  Armagh  Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill.— 
Moved,  That  the  Order  made  on  the  16th  day  of  March  last,  "  That  no 
Private  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second 
time  after  the  18th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill 
be  now  read  2*;  Agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and  committed       ..    1247 

Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway  Bill.— Bead  3»,  and  passed         ...  1247 

Scottish  Central  Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.].— Read  3*;  Amendments  made  ; 

Bill  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons  1247 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Water  Orders  Confirmation 

Bill  [h.l.].— Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to  1247 

Carmarthenshire  Electric  Power  Bill  [h.lJ;  Fife  Electric  Power  Bill 
[ill.]  ;  St.  Philip's  Chapel  (Regent  Street)  Bill  [h.l.].— Returned  from  the 
Commons  Agreed  to,  with  Amendments       1247 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  Bill ;  Midland  Great  Western 
Railway  of  Ireland  Bill ;  Walker  and  Wallsend  Union  Gas  Bill. — Returned 
from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to  ...         ...         ...  1247 

Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Railway  Bill.— Reported  from  the  Select 

Committee,  with  Amendments  1248 

Perth  Corporation  (Tramways)  Order  Confirmation  Bill  |h.l.].— Read  3* 

(according  to  order),  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons  1248 

Aberdeen  Corporation  Tramways  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.].— Read 
3*  (according  to  order) ;  An  Amendment  made  ;  Bill  passed  and  sent  to  the 
Commons  1248 

Drainage  and  Improvement  of  Lands  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  Bill ; 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill;  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  13)  Bill. — House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order) :  Bills  reported  without  amendment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bills  to  be  read  3*  on  Thursday  next      1248 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill.— Read  3a  (according  to 

Order)  and  passed        1248 
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Glasgow  Corporation  Tramways  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.].— Read 
3*  (according  to  Order) :  Amendments  made  ;  Bill  passed  and  sent  to  the 
Commons  1248 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Trade    Reports    (Annual  Series).— No.     3036.    Persia    (Persian  Gulf); 

No.  3037.     Japan  (Yokohama)  1248 

M  scellaneous  No.  3,  1903. — Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 

into  the  constitution  of  the  Consular  Service,  2nd  July,  1903        ...         ...  1248 

Qieen's  College,  Cork.— Annual  Report  of  the  President,  for  the  Session 

1902-3 1248 

L.vmd  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1887  (Eviction  Notices).— Return  of  the  number 

of  Eviction  Notices  filed  during  the  quarter  ended  30th  June,  1903         ...  1248 

Colonies  (Annual).— No.  390.    British  Honduras  (Report  for  1902)  ...  1248 

Railway  Accidents. — Returns  of  accidents  and  casualties  as  reported  to  the 

during  the  three  months  ended  31st  March,  1903,  in  pursuance  of  the 


Board  of  Trade  by  the  several  railway  companies  in  the  United  Kingdom 

during 

Regulation  of  Railways  Act  (1871) ;  together  with  reports  of  the  inspecting 


officers,  assistant  inspecting  officers,  and  sub-inspectors  of  the  Railway 
Department  to  the  Board  of  Trade  upon  certain  accidents  which  were 
inquired  into. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 1249 

Winter  Assizes  Act,  1876.— Seven  Orders  in  Council  of  9th  July,  1903, 

relating  to  the  ensuing  Winter  Assizes  1249 

Sea  Fisheries  Act,   1868  (Orders  for  Fishery  Grants,  1902-1903).— 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Trade  under  Part  III.  of  the  Sea  Fisheries  Act,  1868  1249 
Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  1249 

NEW  BILL. 

Lijht  Railways  Bill  [h.l.]. — A  Bill  to  continue  and  amend  the  Light 
Railways  Act,  1896,  was  presented  by  the  Lord  Wolverton ;  read  la ;  to  bo 
printed  ;  and  to  be  read  2*  on  Friday  next.     (No.  167)       1249 

Military  Lands  Bill. — [Second  Reading.] — Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 

Readingread • 1249 

LordLudlow  ...         1249 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*."— (Lord  Ludlow.) 

Lord  Lamington     ... 1250 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  (The  Earl  of  Motley)  1258 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  Jor  War  (The  Earl  of  Harduricke) 1251 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now '  and  add  at  the  end  of  the  Motion, 
the  words '  this  day  three  months/  " — (The  Earl  of  Wemyss.) 

LordWenhck        1253 

The  Earl  of  Harduncke      1254 
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Lord  Harris  1254 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  ( The-  Marquess  of  Lansdowne) ...  1255 
Earl  Spencer  1255 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2a,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Thursday  next. 

Motor-Oars  Bill. — [h.l.]. — House  again  in  Committee  (according  to  Order). 

Clause  3. 

The  Secretary  for  Scotland  (Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh) 1256 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  18,  after  the  word  '  it '  to  insert  the  words  '  who 
resides  in  that  county  or  county  borough. ' " — (Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 

The  Earl  of  Rosslyn  1257 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1257 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Rosslyn  ...         1257 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  19,  after  the  word  '  section '  to  insert  the  words 
'  But  any  County  or  Borough  Council  may  withhold  or  subsequently 
cancel  such  licence  if  in  their  opinion  the  applicant  for  or  owner  of 
such  licence  shall  be  deemed  to  have  no  practical  knowledge  of  the 
method  of  driving  a  car.'  " — (The  Earl  of  Rosslyn). 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1258 

The  Earl  of  Rosebery         1259 

Lord  Tweedmouth 1260 

LordThring          1261 

Lord  Burghdere      1262 

EarlSpencer           1262 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh ...  1262 

The  Earl  of  Rosebery          1263 

Earl  Russell            1264 

Lord  Burghdere 1264 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  (The  Earl  of  Onslow) 1265 

Lord  Redesdale       1266 

The  Earl  of  Kimberley       1266 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1266 

On  Question,  their  Lordships  divided : — Contents,  37  ;    Not-Contents,  52. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  2,  line  19,  after  the  word  'section,'  to  insert  as  fresh 
paragraphs  : — 'A  licence  shall  remain  in  force  for  a  period  of  twelve 
months  from  the  date  on  which  it  is  granted,  but  shall  be  renewable, 
and  the  same  provisions  shall  apply  with  respect  to  the  renewal  of  the 
licence  as  apply  with  respect  to  the  grant  of  the  licence.'  '  A  person 
shall  not  be  entitled  to  hold  more  than  one  licence. ' " — (Lord  Balfour  of 
Burleigh). 

The  Marquess  of  Bath        1267 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1267 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Rosslyn  1268 
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Amendment  moved — 

"  After  Sub-section  (2)  to  insert  the  following  new  sub-section: — 
4  The  Council  of  a  County  or  Borough  may,  in  their  discretion,  refuse 
a  licence  to  anyone  who  may  be  physically  or  mentally  incapacitated.' " 
— (The  Earl  of  Rosslyn). 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1268 

The  Earl  of  Rosebery         1269 

Lord  Heneage         1269 

On  Question,  Amendment  negatived. 

The  Marquess  of  Granby     ..,         1270 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1270 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  4,  after  the  word  *  licence '  to  insert,  as  a  new 
paragraph  :  '  Any  person  whose  licence  is  suspended  under  this  section 
for  a  period  of  six  months  or  more,  or  who  is  declared  disqualified  from 
obtaining  a  licence  under  this  section  for  any  such  period,  may  appeal 
against  the  order  for  suspension  or  disqualification  to  a  Court  of  quarter 
sessions  in  the  same  manner  as  a  person  may  appeal  who  is  ordered  to 
be  imprisoned  without  the  option  of  a  fine  ;  and  the  Court  by  whieh 
the  suspension  or  disqualification  is  ordered  may,  if  they  think  fit, 
pending  the  appeal,  defer  the  operation  of  the  order.1 " — (Lord  Balfour 
of  Burleigh). 

Lord  Burghclere 1271 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1271 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  3,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Camperdovm 1272 

Amendment  moved — 

"  After  Clause  3,  to  insert  the  following  new  clause :  *  Should 
any  accident  happen  to  a  passer-by  or  his  horse  or  vehicle,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  driver  of  the  motor-car  to  stop  his  car  and  give  such 
assistance  as  he  can  ;  and,  if  he  fail  to  do  so,  he  shall  be  guilty  of  an 
offence  under  this  Act.' "—  (The  Earl  of  Camperdovm.) 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1272 

The  Earl  of  Camperdovm 1272 

The  Earl  of  Rosebery         1274 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Clause  4  :— 

Consequential  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Lord  Kelvin  1275 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  32,  after  the  word  '  police/  to  insert  as  a  new 
paragraph  '(&)  To  secure  against  the  use  on  public  roads  of  motor-cars, 
dangerous  whether  on  account  of  imperfect  mechanical  construction  or 
excessive  engine  power,  designed  for  dangerously  high  speeds.'" — 
(Lord  Kelvin?) 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1257 

The  Earl  of  Rotebery         1276 
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Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  Camper  down 1277 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  34,  after  the  word  *  Board '  to  insert  as  a  new 
sub-section  :  '  Every  regulation  made  in  pursuance  of  this  section  shall 
lie  forthwith  laid  before  both  Houses  of  Parliament.'" — (The  Earl  of 
Camperdown.) 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1277 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 
Clause  4,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  5  : — 

The  Earl  of  Jersey 1278 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  36,  after  the  word  *  is '  to  insert  the  word  '  not.' " 
—(The  Earl  of  Jersey.) 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1279 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Lord  Kelvin  1280 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  36,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  except '  and  insert 
the  word  '  only.1 " — (Lord  Kelvin). 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1280 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Lord  Tweedmouth  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...#       ...         ...  1281 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  lines  36  and  37,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  except  as 
respects/  and  insert  the  words  '  provided  that  in  no  town,  village,  or 
other  populous  place,  nor  within.,  '— (Lord  Tweedmouth.) 

Isord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1281 

Lord  Tweedmouth 1284 

Lord  Heneage         1284 

The  Earl  of  Northbrook      1284 

The  Earl  of  Rosebery         1285 

Lord  Ribblesdale 1285 

Earl  Russell           1286 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1286 

Lord  Tweedmouth 1287 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  36,  after  the  word  ' repeal/  to  insert  the  words, 
'provided  that  within  any  limits  or  place  to  which  that  section  is 
applied  by  regulation  made  by  the  Local  Government  Board  with  a 
view  to  the  safety  of  the  public  on  the  application  of  the  Council  of 
any  County  or  County  Borough  the  speed  of  any  motor-car  shall  not 
exceed  ten  miles  an  hour.' " — (Lord  Tweedmouth.) 
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The  Marquess  of  Granby 1288 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1288 

The  Earl  of  Wemyss  1288 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Lord  Ribblesdale 1288 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  insert  the  words,  *  and  the  Local  Government  Board  may 
impose  on  any  driver  of  a  motor-car  infringing  such  by-law,  for  the 
first  offence  a  penalty  not  exceeding  £5,  and  for  any  subsequent 
offence  a  penalty  not  exceeding  £10,  or  in  the  discretion  of  the  Court 
imprisonment  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  month.' "  —  (Lord 
Ribblesdale.) 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1289 

Lord  Ribblesdale 1289 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Consequential  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  5,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  6. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  13,  after  the  word  'months'  to  insert  the  words, 
'  and  the  Court  shall  in  each  case  have  power  to  withhold  or  cancel  a 
licence  in  addition  to  the  fine  or  imprisonment. ' v — (The  Earl  of  Rosslyn.) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  Northbrook      1290 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh •••         1290 

Clause  6  agreed  to. 

Clauses  7,  8,  and  9  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  After  Clause  9  to  insert  the  following  new  clause  :  *  Nothing  in 
this  Act  shall  affect  any  liability  of  the  driver  or  owner  of  a  motor- 
car by  virtue  of  any  statute  or  at  common  law/  " — (Lord  Balfour  of 
Burleigh.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clauses  10  and  11  agreed  to. 

Clause  12  :— 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen        1291 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  6,  after  Sub-section  (1)  to  insert  as  a  new  sub-section  : 
'  In  the  case  of  motor  cycles  to  which  an  attachment  is  affixed  for 
carrying  one  or  more  persons  in  addition  to  the  rider  of  the  cycle, 
such  attachment  shall  not  be  dealt  with  as  a  separate  vehicle.1  "—(The. 
Earl  of  Aberdeen.) 
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"■    Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh >         1291 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Clause  12  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  with  Amendments,  to  the  House. 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 1292 

Bill   re-committed  to  the  Standing  Committee;    and  to  be  printed   as 
amended. 

Metropolitan  Streets  Bill  [Second  Heading]. — Order  of  the  Day  for  the 
second  reading  read. 

Lord  Belper  ...         . 1292 

On   question,   Bill   read   2a  (according  to  Order),  and  committed   to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Tuesday  next. 

Motor-car  Prosecution. 

LordHeneage         1293 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh  ...     - 1293 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  before  Eight  o'clock,  to  Thursday 
next,  half-past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS:    TUESDAY,   21st  JULY,   1903. 
The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 
Commission. — Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Commissioners. 
The  House  went ;  and  being  returned — 
Mr.  Speaker  reported  the  Royal  Assent  to  a  number  of  Bills       1294 

The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.— The  Clerk  at  the  Table  informed  the 

House  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means       1294 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Derby  Gas  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments  1294 

Dudley,  Stourbridge,  and  District  Tramways  Bill  [Lords].— Read  the 

third  time,  and  passed,  with  an  Amendment  1294 

Lochnell  Estate  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  without 

Amendment      1294 

Poole  and  District  Electric  Traction  Bill  [Lords].— Read  the  third  time, 

and  passed,  with  Amendments  1294 

Taff  Vale  Railway  Bill  [Lords].— [Not  amended],  considered;  to  be  read 

the  third  time 1295 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill.— Lords'  Amendment 

considered,  and  agreed  to        ...   1295 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords].— Read  the  third  time,  and 

passed,  with  Amendments       1295 
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Standing  Orders. — Resolutions  reported  from  the  Select  Committee  :  — 

1.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  South  Western  and  Isle  of  Wight 
Junction  Railway  Bill  [Lords],  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with  :  That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  proceed  with  their  Bill." 

2.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  Naval  Works  (Portsmouth  Barrack 
Site)  Bill,  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with ;  That  the  Bill 
be  permitted  to  proceed." 

Resolutions  agreed  to 1 295 

8onth  Western  and  Isle  of  Wight  Junction  Railway  Bill  [Lords].  - 
Report  [this  day]  from  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders  read. 

Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time 1295 

Bristol  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Gosport  and  Fareham  Tramways  Bill 
[Lords];  Hove,  Worthing,  and  District  Tramways  Bill  [Lords];  South 
Eastern  and  London,  Chatham  and  Dover  Railways  Bill  [Lords]. --Reported, 
with  Amendments ;  Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed       ...  1295 

Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Bill  [Lords].— Read  the  first  time; 

to  be  read  a  second  time  to-morrow,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  290.]  ...  1295 

Messxgk  from  the  Lords. 

That  they  have  agreed  to— Citv  and  South  London  Railway  Bill ; 
Romford  and  District  Tramways  Bill ;  Newcastle-on-Tyne  Electric  Supply 
Bill ;  Woolwich  Borough  Council  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  for  incorporating 
and  conferring  powers  on  the  Scottish  Central  Electric  Power  Company. 
[Scottish  Central  Electric  Power  Bill  (Lords).] 

Scottish  Central  Electric  Power  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  the  first  time ;  and 

referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills      1296 

PETITIONS. 

Cheap  Trains  Bill. — Petition  from  Woolwich,  in  favour;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table      1296 

Coal  Mines  Regulation  Bill. — Petition  from  Glyncymmer,  in  favour ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table         1296 

1    Detention  of  Poor  Persons  (Scotland)  Bill. — Petition  from  Dunnichen,  in 

favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1296 

Licences  Renewal  and  Transfer  Bill  and  Licensing  Law  (Compensation 
for  Non-Renewal)  Bill. — Petition  from  Urmston,  against ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table  1296 

\    Licensing  (Scotland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill. — Petition  from    Leith,  in 

favour ;  to  be  upon  the  Table 1296 

Prevention  of  Corruption  Bill. — Petitions,  in  favour ;  from  Briton  Ferry  ; 

Glyncorrwg;  and  Nantymoel ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1296 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill.— Petition  from  Monton 

Green,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        1296 
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Trade  Disputes  Bill. — Petition  from  Glyncymmer,  in  favour;  to  lie  upon 

the  Table  li'DG 
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The  Prime  Minister  and  First  Lard  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 

MancJvester,  E.)  1336 
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Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  (Louth,  N.)       1368 

Mr.  Leamy  (Kildare,  N.) 1370 

Mr.  Norman  (Wolverhampton,  S.) 1372 

Mr.  Lough  (Islington,  W.)  1374 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  317 ;  Noes,  20.     (Division  List  No.  175.) 

Military  Works  (Consolidated  Fund). 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the  Chair.] 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)  ...   1379 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  further 
provisions  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  certain  Military  Works  and 
other  Military  Services,  and  to  authorise  the  issue  out  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund  of  such  sums,  not  exceeding  £5,000,000,  as  may  be 
required  for  those  purposes,  and  to  make  provision  for  raising,  in  the 
manner  provided  by  Section  2  of  the  Military  Works  Act,  1897,  the 
sums  so  issued  by  terminable  annuities  for  a  period  not  exceeding 
thirty  years  from  the  date  of  borrowing." — (Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick). 

Sir  Charles  Dilke  (Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean)  1 383 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis) 1383 

Mr.  Black  (Banffshire)      1386 

Mr.  Winston  Churchill  (Oldham) 1386 

Mr.  Courtney  Warner  (Staffordshire,  Lichfield)    ...  1388 

Major  Seeley  (Isle  of  Wight)  138S 

Mr.  Lough  (Islington,  W.) 1389 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the  Clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
Keport  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  this  evening. 


EVENING  SITTING. 
Military  Works  (Consolidated  Fund). 
Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
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[Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the  Chair.] 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  further 
provisions  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  certain  Military  Works  and 
other  Military  Services,  and  to  authorise  the  issue  out  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund  of  such  sums,  not  exceeding  £5,000,000,  as  may  be 
required  for  those  purposes,  and  to  make  provision  for  raising,  in  the 
manner  provided  by  Section  2  of  the  Military  Works  Act,  1897,  the 
sums  so  issued  by  terminable  annuities  for  a  period  not  exceeding 
thirty  years  from  the  date  of  borrowing." — (Mr.  Secretory  Brodrick.) 

Mr.  C? Mara  (Kilkenny,  S.)  1390 

Mr.  Whitley  (Halifax)       1391 

Mr.  Dalziel  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 1392 

Mr.  Gretton  (Derbyshire,  S.)  1392 

Mr.  Lloyd-George  (Carnarvon  Boroughs) 1393 

Mr.  Brodrick  ... 1393 

Mr.  Dalziel  1394 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  ' £5,000,000/  and  insert  < £4,000,000/ "—(Mr. 
Dalziel.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That '  £5,000,000 '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  Buchanan  (Perthshire,  E.) 1395 

Mr.  Brodrick  1395 

Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  (Stirling  Burghs) 1396 

Sir  John  Colomb  (Great  Yarmouth)  1397 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  118  ;  Noes,  68.     (Division  List  No.  176.) 

Original  Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation  and  Amendment  Bill.— As 
amended  (by  the  Standing  Committee),  further  considered. 

Proceedings  resumed  on  Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  25,  lines  28  and  29,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  in  that 
part  of  the  premises  where  exciseable  liquor  is  sold  or  consumed. ' " — 
(Sir  John  Leng.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill/ 

Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanarkshire,  Mid.) 1399 

Mr.  Galloway  (Manchester,  S.W.) 1400 

The  Solicitor-General  for  Scotland  (Mr.  Scott  Dickson,  Glasgow,  Bridgeton)  1400 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  135  ;  Noes,  75.     (Division  List  No.  177.) 

Mr.  Caldwell         1403 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  25,  line  30,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  Act/  to  the 
end  of  line  34.,,—<i)fr.  Calduxll). 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill/' 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray ...   1403 

Mr.  Black 1403 

Mr.  Hunter  Craig  (Lanarkshire,  Govan) 1 404 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes,  153  ;  Noes,  85.     (Division  List,  No.  178.) 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page,  26,  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  word  'license/" — (Mr. 
Shaw-Stewart.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  26,  line  19,  after  the  word  *  holder/  to  insert  the  words 

*  of  any  form  of  certificate/  " — (Mr.  Shaw-Stewart.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  27,  to  leave  out  Clause  45." — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Caldwell         1407 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  29,  line  5,  after  the  word  '  than '  to  insert  the  word 
'  half.1  "—(Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word  'half*  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray 1408 

Question  put  and  negatived. 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray ....  1408 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  29,  line  22,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  c  in  '  to  the  word 

*  within/  in  line  23,  and  insert  the  words  c  default  of  payment/  " — (The 
Lard  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  29,  line  25,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  of '  and  insert  the 
words  *  not  exceeding/  " — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  29,  line  32,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  in '  to  the  word 
4  within '  in  line  33,  and  insert  the  words  *  default  of  payment/  " — 
(The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agroed  to. 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  29,  line  35,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  of  two  calendar/ 
and  insert  the  words  '  not  exceeding  two.' " — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  29,  line  41,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  in  '  to  the  word 
( within '  on  page  30,  line  1,  and  insert  the  words  ' default  of 
payment.' w — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  30,  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  of  four  calendar/ 
and  insert  the  words  *  not  exceeding  four.' " — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  30,  line  7,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  null f  to  end  of 
clause." — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  33,  line  21,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  therein  '  to  the 
word  *  shalr  in  line  24."— (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Grctton  (Derbyshire,  S.)  1409 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  34,  to  leave  out  Clause  62."— (Mr.  Gretton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  to  the  word 
'  or '  in  line  3,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Crombie  (Kincardineshire)     ...         ...  ...         ...         ...         ...  141G 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray 1410 

Mr.  Weir  (Ross  arid  Cromarty) 1410 

Sir  Cfiarles  Renshaw  (Renfrewshire,  W.) 1411 

Sir  Herbert  Maxivell  (Wigtonshire)  1411 

Mr.  Scott  Dickson 1411 

Mr.  Haldane  (Haddingtonshire) 1411 

Mr.  John  Wilson  (Falkirk  Burghs)  1412 

Sir  Lewis  Mclver  (Edinburgh,  W.)  1412 

Mr.  Dalziel  1413 

Sir  James  Fergusson  (Manchester,  N.E.)   ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1414 

Mr.  Black 1414 

Mr.  Alexander  Cross  (Glasgmv,  Camlachie)         1415 

Mr.  JoJin  Wilson  (Glasgow,  St.  Rollox) 1416 

Mr.  Tlieodore  Taylor  (Lancashire,  Raddiffe)         1416 

Mr.  Corbett  (Glasgow,  Tradeston) 1416 

Mr.  Pirie  (Aberdeen,  N.) 14l7 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  149;  Noes,  104.     (Division  List  No.  179.) 

Sir  J.  Stirling  Maxwell  (Glasgow,  College)  1419 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  34,  to  leave  out  lines  3,  4,  and  5,  and  insert  the  words 

*  or  court  therewith  occupied,  and  every  one  collecting  rates  or  taxes 
therein  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence  under  this  Act.* " — (Sir  J.  Stirling- 
Maxwell.) 

Mr.  Galloway         1420 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  34,  line  6,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  ' person  '  to  the 
word  '  without '  in  line  9,  and  insert  the  words  '  trafficking  in  any 
spirits  or  other  exciseable  liquors  in  any  place  or  premises.' " — (The 
Lard  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  34,  line  13,  to  leave  out  the  words  ( sum  of '  and  insert 
the  words  '  sum  not  exceeding.' " — (Mr.  Caldivell.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  34,  line  13,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  seven '  and  insert 
the  word  'fifty.'" 

"  In  page  34,  line  14,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  in'  to  the  word 

*  the '  in  line  16,  and  insert  the  words  *  default  of  immediate  payment.'  " 
—(The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  34,  line  17,  to  leave  out  the  words  'sum  of,'  and  insert 
the  words  '  sum  not  exceeding.' " — (Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  34,  line  20,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  fifteen '  and  insert 
the  words  '  one  hundred.' " 

"In  page  34,  line  21,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  'in'  to  the 
word  '  the '  in  line  24,  and  insert  the  words  '  default  of  immediate 
payment.' " 

"  In  page  34,  line  24,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  of '  and  insert  the 
words  '  not  exceeding.'" — (The  Lord  Advocate). 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  34,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  thirty,'  and  insert 
the  words  '  one  hundred.' " 

"  In  page  34,  line  29,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  in  '  to  the  word 
'  the '  in  line  31,  and  insert  the  words  '  default  of  immediate  payment.' " 

"  In  page  34,  line  32,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  of,'  and  insert  the 
words  '  not  exceeding.' " 
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"  In  page  34,  line  34,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  same '  to  the 
word  '  Provided '  in  line  38." 

"  In  page  34,  line  41,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  4  of  *  to  the  word 

*  under '  in  line  42,  and  insert  the  words  '  such  trafficking.1 " 

"  In  page  35,  line  4,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  for '  to  the  word 

*  may '  in  line  6,  and  insert  the  words  *  such  trafficking.'  " 

"  In  page  35,  line  8,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  evidence '  to  end 
of  Clause.   — -(The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  35,  line  24,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  coming  '  to 
end  of  Clause." — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Question  proposed  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill/ 

Mr.Caldioell         1422 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray 1423 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  36,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  by,'  and  insert  the 
words  '  under  the  provisions  of.1 " — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Crombie  1423 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  37,  lines  24  and  25,  to  leave  out  the  words  ' and  not 
under  the  care  or  protection  of  some  suitable  person.1 " — (Mr.  Crombie.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill* 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray 1424 

Mr.Dalziel 1425 

Mr.  Caldwell         1425 

Mr.  Henry  J.  Wilson  ( Yorkshire,  IV.lt,  Holmfirth)         1426 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  152  ;  Noes,  72.    (Division  List  No.  180.) 

And,  it  being  after  Midnight,  further  consideration  of  the  Bill,  as  amended 
(in  the  Standing  Committee),  stood  adjourned. 

Bill,  as  amended  (in  the  Standing  Committee),  to  be  further  considered 
to-morrow. 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock. 
VOL.  CXXV.        [Fourth  Series.]         k 
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to  be  printed.  [No.  268.]  Bill,  as  amended  (in  the  Standing  Committee), 
to  be  consk}ere4  to-morrgw,  and  to  be  priuted,    [Bill  291.]  ...  1451 


d  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

July  22.]  Page 

Business  of  the  House  (Supply). — Ordered,  That  three  additional  days  be 

allotted  to  the  business  of  Supply. — (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.) 1451 

London  Education  BilL — [Third  Reading.] — Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill   be  now  read  the 
third  time." 

Dr.  Macnamara  (Camberwell,  N.) 1452 

Mr.  Channing  (Northamptonshire,  E.)       1459 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  '  now/  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to 
add  the  words  '  upon  this  day  three  months.1 " — (Dr.  Macnamara.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question. 

Mr.  Crooks  (JFoolwicli)      1464 

Mr.  Bryce  (Aberdeen,  S.) 1467 

Mr.  Lough  (Islington,  W.)  1473 

Mr.  Bull  (Hammersmith) 1478 

Mr.  Lloyd-George  (Carnairon  Boroughs)  ...  ...         ...         ...  1480 

The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education  (Sir    William 

Anson,  Oxford  University) 1489 

Mr.  Sydney  Burton  (Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar)      ...  1496 

Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.)       1499 

Mr.  Barran  (Leeds)  ,..1502 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  228;  Noes,  118.    (Division  List  No.  181.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation  and  Amendment  BilL— As 

amended  (by  the  Standing  Committee),  further  considered. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  37,  line  35,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  custody '  to  the 
word  '  may '  in  line  36." — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  38,  line  3,  after  the  word  '  manner '  to  insert  the  words 
'  or  while  drunk  uses  obscene  or  indecent  language  to  the  annoyance  of 
any  person/  "  -(The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  38,  line  14,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  If  any  person 
charged  with  an  offence  under  this  sub-section  shall  have  been  taken 
into  custody  and  liberated  on  bail  or  pledge  and  shall  fail  to  appear  at 
the  calling  of  the  case  at  the  first  Court  thereafter,  the  Court 
may  (save  aa  otherwise  provided  by  or  under  any  general  or  local 
Police  Act  applying  to  a  burgh  as  aforesaid)  declare  such  bail  or 
pledge  to  be  forfeited,  and  may  in  addition,  if  the  case  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Court  shall  so  require,  summon  him  to  appear  before  the  Court 
or  gW>t  warrant  for  his  apprehension,'  " — (The  Lord  Advocate.)    ■; 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 
Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  38,  lines  26  and  27,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  public  con- 
veyance or  other,*  and  insert  the  words  *  and  any.' " — (The  Lord 
Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  38,  line  28,  after  the  word  '  otherwise*  to  insert  the 
words  '  and  any  public  conveyance.'  " — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  38,  line  30,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words,  (5)  *  For  the 
purposes  of  this  section  the  expression  *  public  place  '  shall  include  the 
harbour  of  Glasgow,  the  expression  '  public  conveyance '  shall  include 
the  ferry  boats  in  the  River  Clyde  as  defined  by  the  Clyde  Navigation 
Acts,  and  the  expression  '  magistrate '  shall  include  the  bailie,  depute 
bailie,  and  Judge  exercising  jurisdiction  in  the  Court  of  the  bailie  of 
the  River  and  Firth  of  Clyde.'  "—(The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  39,  line  3,  after  the  word  '  person '  to  insert  the  word 
« is;  "—(The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  39,  line  4,  after  the  figures  '  1898'  to  insert  the  word 
*  and.'  "—(The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  39,  line  31,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  before  the  sheriff.'  " 
—(Mr.  CaMwell.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment,  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  40,  line  27,  at  end,  to  add  the  words,  '  The  offence 
under  this  section  of  being  found  in  any  shebeen  drunk  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  an  offence  mentioned  in  the  First  Schedule  to  The  Inebriates  Act, 
1898.'  "—(The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  40,  line  40,  at  end  of  clause  to  insert  the  words  *  unless 
he  proves  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court  that  such  liquor  was  so  con- 
sumed without  his  knowledge  or  against  his  consent.'  "  —  77m  Lord 
Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  42,  lines  18  and  19,  to  leave  out  the  words  'if  duly 
authorised  by  the  police  authority.' " — (Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  43,  line  11,  at  end,  to  add  the  words,  (7)  '  A  club  may 
make  application  for  a  certificate  of  registration  at  any  time  after  the 
thirtieth  day  of  November  nineteen  hundred  and  three  and  before 
the  commencement  of  this  Act,  and  no  club  which  has  made  such  appli- 
cation shall  be  deemed  to  be  an  unregistered  club  pending  the  final 
decision  of  the  sheriff  on  such  application,  and  any  application  so  made 
shall  for  the  purposes  of  this  section  be  deemed  to  have  been  made  on 
the  first  day  of  January  nineteen  hundred  and  four.'" — (The  Lord 
Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  43,  line  16,  to  leave  out  the  words  'annually  by  the 
general  body  of  members/  and  insert  the  words  '  for  not  less  than  a 
year  by  the  general  body  of  members  and  subject  in  whole  or  in  a 
specified  proportion  to  annual  re-election.' " — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  43,  line  35,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  be '  to  the  word 
'which'  in  line  38,  and  insert  the  words  'supplied  with  exciseable 
liquor  in  the  club  premises  unless  on  the  invitation  and  in  the  company 
of  a  member,  and  that  the  member  shall,  upon  the  admission  of  such 
visitor  to  the  club  premises  or  immediately  upon  his  being  supplied 
with  such  liquor,  enter  his  own  name  and  the  name  and  address  of  the 
visitor  in  a  book.'" — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 

Mr.  Caldwell  1510 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  46,  line  10,  after  the  word  'consumption  '  to  insert  the 
words  '  or  to  a  person  holding  an  excise  licence  for  the  sale  of  such 
liquor.' "— (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  48,  line  19,  to  leave  out  from  beginning  of  line  to  the 
word  *  served/  in  line  31,  and  insert  the  words  '  a  complaint  for  breach 
of  certificate  shall  be.'  "—(The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  48,  line  32,  to  leave  out  the  words,  '  to  attend  the 
hearing  of  such  complaint.' " — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill  — 

"  In  page  48,  line  33,  to  leave  out  the  words,  '  said  party/  and 
insert  the  words  '  party  complained  against.' " — (Tfte  Lord  Advocate. ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  49,  line  6,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  against '  to  end 
of  clause.  — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  49,  leave  out  Clause  92." — (The  Lord  Advorate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  50,  line  5,  after  the  word  '  of,'  insert  the  words  '  other 
prosecutor  ordinarily  acting  in  such  respective  Courts  or  in  the  case  of 
a  justice  of  the  peace  or  burgh  police  court  at  the  instance.'" — (The 
Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  50,  line  7,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  magistrates,'  and 
insert  the  words  •  town  council.'  " — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

11  In  page  50,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  magistrates,  as  the 
case  may  be,  shall,'  and  insert  the  words  '  town  council,  as  the  case 
may  be,  may.' " — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  50,  line  16,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  taxed'  to  the 
word  'as,  in  line  17,  and  insert  the  words  'on  behalf  of  the  County 
Council  or  Town  Council.'"— (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In page  50,  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  words  'also  the  execution 
of  this  Act,'  and  insert  the  words  'such  business.' " — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  50,  line  22,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  burgh '  and  insert 

the  words  'Koyal  or  Parliamentary  burghs  having  a  separate  licensing 

Court.' "— (the  Lord  Advocate.) 

A  aeodment  agreed  to, 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  51,  line  5,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  may  '  and  insert  the 
word  'shall/— (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  51,  line  7,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  determined '  to 
the  word  '  and '  in  line  8,  and  insert  the  words  '  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Acts.'" — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page 51,  line  16,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  'Provided  that, 
in  any  complaint  brought  under  this  Act,  the  description  of  any 
offence  against  this  Act  in  the  words  of  the  Act,  or  of  any  certificate 
granted  thereunder  shall  be  sufficient  in  law.*  " — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  51,  leave  out  Clause  95." — (The. Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  51,  line  37,  to  leave  out  the  words  'toll  house/ "—(The 
Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  52,  line  7,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  toll  houses.' " — (The 
Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  52,  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  words  'sixty  days/  and 
insert  the  words  *  two  months.1 " — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  52,  line  33,  to  leave  out  the  words  'sixty  days,'  and 
insert  the  words  'two  months.'" — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  53,  line  23,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  sixty  days,'  and 
insert  the  words  'two  months.'" — (TJie  Loi-d  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  54,  line  6,  at  beginning,  to  insert  the  words, '  A  certified 
extract  of. ' "— ( The  Lord  Advocate. ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  55,  line  17,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  for '  to  the  word 
'in/  in  line  21,  and  insert  the  words  'any  offence  punishable  by 
fine  or  by  imprisonment  to  bring  the  case  by  appeal  before  the  High 
Court  of  Justiciary.' " — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  55,  line  38,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  clerk  '  to  the 
word  'a*  in  line  39,  and  insert  the  words  'of  the  High  Court  of 
Justiciary.'  " — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  56,  line  9,  at  end  of  line  to  insert  the  words  '  or  with 
the  right  of  appeal  under  the  Summary  Prosecutions  Appeals  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1875,  or  the  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892.'  "—(The 
Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  56,  line  27,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  '  And  nothing  in 
this  Act  contained  shall  be  read  as  limiting  any  power  to  mitigate 
penalties  contained  in  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Acts  or  any  other 
Act,  or  as  excluding  the  operation  of  the  Fine  or  Imprisonment  (Scot- 
land and  Ireland)  Act,  1899/  "-- (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Gretton  (Derbyshire,  S.)         1514 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  64,  line  12,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the  words  'Part  I. 
Forms  of  certificate  applicable  to  all  counties  and  districts  and  to  all 
burghs  not  specified  in  Part  II.'  "—(Mr.  Gretton.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  bo  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 


The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  Graliam  Murray ,  Buteshire) 

Sir  Lewie  Mclver  (Edinburgh,  W.)  

Sir  Andrew  Agnew  (Edinburgh,  S.)         

Mr.  Caldtvell         

Sir  Charles  Renskaw  (Renfrewsliwe,    W.)  


1514 
1516 
1517 
1518 
1518 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Eugene  Wason  (Clackmannan  and  Kinross) 1518 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  65,  line  5,  after  the  word,  '  premises,'  to  insert  the  words 
'  and  do  not  himself  be,  or  permit  any  of  his  servants  to  be,  in  a  state 
of  intoxication  on  the  premises/  " — (Mr.  Eugene  Wason.) 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray 1519 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Black  (Banffshire)       1519 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  65,  line  8,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  fourteen/  and  insert 
the  word  '  sixteen/  "—(Mr.  Black.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  (  fourteen'  stand  part  of  the  Bill.1 " 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray 1520 

Sir  Robert  Reid      1520 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  200 ;  Noes,  93.     (Division  List  No.  182.) 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray 1523 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  65,  line  12,  leave  out  the  words  *  such  hour '  and  insert 
the  words  l  eight  of  the  clock/  " — (The  Lard  Advocate.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  *  such  hour '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Col.  Denny  (Kilmarnock  Burghs) 

Sir  Robert  Reid      

Sir  J.  Stirling-Maxwell  (Glasgow,  College) 

Sir  J.  Fergusson 

Mr.  Parker  Smith  (Lanarkshire,  Partick)... 

Sir  Andrew  Agnew  

Mr.  Dalziel  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs)     

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  107  ;  Noes,  168.     (Division  List  No.  183.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  he  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

And,  it  being  half-past  seven  of  the  clock,  further  consideration  of  the  Bill, 
as  amended  (in  the  Standing  Committee),  stood  adjourned  till  this 
Evening's  Sitting. 


1523 
1524 
1524 
1524 
1525 
1525 
1526 


EVENING  SITTING. 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation  and  Amendment  Bill.— As  amended 
(by  the  Standing  Committee),  further  considered. 

Proceedings  resumed  on  Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill 

"  In  page  65,  line  12,  in  lieu  of  words  omitted  [22nd  July],  to 
insert  the  words  '  eight  of  the  clock.' " — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment  to  the  Bill — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  '  eight '  and  insert  the  word  '  nine/  " — 
(Sir  J.  Stirling-Maxwell.) 

Question  proposed,   "  That  the  word  4  eight '  stand  part  of  the  proposed 
Amendment  to  the  Bill," 
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Mr.  Gretion  (Derbyshire,  S.)  1529 

Sir  Robert  Reid      1530 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray 1530 

Mr.  Buchanan,  (Perthshire,  E.) 1532 

Mr.  Shaw  Stewart  ( Renfrewshire,  E.)       ...         ...         1 532 

Mr.  Dalziel  1533 

Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  ( Wigtonshire)  1 534 

Mr.  Markham  (Nottinghamshire,  Mansfield)        ...  1536 

Mr.  Caldwell  1536 

Sir  Andrew  Agnew  1537 

Mr.  Hunter  Craig 1538 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :-— Ayes,  108  ;  Noes,  86.     (Division  List  No.  184.) 
Proposed  words  inserted  in  the  Bill. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  65,  lines  12  and  13,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  not  earlier 
than  eight  and  not  later  than  ten  of  the  clock  as  the  licensing  Court 
may  direct.' " — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  66,  line  18,  to  leave  out  the  words  'such  hour/ and 
insert  *  eight  of  the  clock/" — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  '  such  hour '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

The  House  divided  :—  Ayes,  71 ;  Noes,  132.     (Division  List  No.  185.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  *  eight  of  the  clock '  be  there  inserted 
in  the  BilL" 

Mr.  Caldwell  1542 

Colonel  Denny        1543 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  41 ;  Noes,  72.     (Division  List  No.  186.) 

Question  put. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  66,  lines  19  and  20,  to  leave  out  the  words  ' not  earlier 
than  eight  and  not  later  than  ten  of  the  clock  as  the  licensing  Court 
may  direct.' " — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill. 

"  In  page  67,  line  22,  to  leave  out  the  words  ( such  hour/  and 
insert  *  eight  of  the  clock.' " — (T/ie  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  67,  lines  22  and  23,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  not  earlier 
than  eight  and  not  later  than  ten  of  the  clock  as  the  licensing  Court 
may  direct' "— (Ifo  Lord  Advocate.) 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
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The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 


Charing  Cross,  Euston,  and  Hampstead 
Railway  Bill  Lords'  Amendments  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to. 

Port  Talbot  Railway  and  Docks  Bill 
[Lords]  [not  amended],  considered ;  to  be 
read  the  third  time. 

Birmingham  District  Tramways    Bill 

[Lords]  ;    Bradford     Corporation     Bill 
Lords] ;  Kip's  Patent  Bill  [Lords].    Read 
a  second  time,  and  committed. 

Jewish  Colonisation  Association  Bill 
[Lords]  (by  Order).  Read  the  third 
time,  and  passed,  without  Amendment. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  7)  Bill  Lords'  Amendment  consi- 
dered, and  agreed  to. 

VOL.  CXXV.      [Fourth  Series.] 


North-Western  Electricity  and  Power- 
Gas  Bill  [Lords].  Report  (7th  July)  from 
the  Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders 
read. 

Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  Bill 
[Lords].  Reported,  with  Amendments; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


PETITIONS. 

DETENTION  OF  POOR  PERSONS  (SCOT- 
LAND) BILL. 

Petition    from    South    Knapdale,    in 
favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  (LONDON)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Bermondsey,  against ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENCES  RENEWAL  AND  TRANSFER 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Barnard  Castle,  against ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  LAW  (COMPENSATION  FOR 
NON-RENEWAL)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Barnard  Castle,  against ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

A 


Questions. 


{COMMONS} 


Questions. 


LICENSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  from  Deer ;  Edin- 
burgh ;  and  Galashiels ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 
Petition  from  Bury,  for  alteration  of 
law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


CUSTOMS  TARIFF  (AUSTRIA- 
HUNGARY). 

Copy  presented  of  translation  of  the 
proposed  New  General  Customs  Tariff  for 
Austria-Hungary,  with  comparison,  as  far 
as  possible,  of  the  Rates  of  Customs  Duty 
contained  in  the  proposed  Tariff  with  the 
rates  at  present  in  force  on  Imports  into 
Austria-Hungary  from  the  United  King- 
dom [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

GAS  ORDERS   CONFIRMATION  (No.  1) 
BILL  [LORDS]. 

Return    presented     relative     thereto 
ordered  7th  July  ;  Mr.  Bonar  Law] ;  to 
ie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  244.] 

GAS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  (No.  2) 
BILL  [LORDS]. 

Return  presented  relative  thereto 
[ordered  7th  July  ;  Mr.  Bonar  Law] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No  245.] 

GAS  AND  WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMA- 
TION BILL  LLORD8]. 

Return     presented     relative     thereto 
ordered  7th  July  ;  Mn  Bonar  Law] ;  to 
ie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  246.] 

WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
BILL  [LORDS]. 

Return  presented '"  relative  thereto 
[ordered  7th  July  ;  Mr.  Bonar  Law]  ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  pnnted. 
[No.  247.] 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED    WITH  THE    VOTES. 

Vaccination  Exemption  Certificates  at 

Stratford. 
Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :   To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 


Department  if  he  will  state  how  many 
applications  have  been  made  at  the  Police 
Court,  Stratford,  K,  during  the  last 
twelve  months  for  certificates  of  exemp- 
tion from  vaccination,  and  the  number  of 
cases  in  which  certificates  have  been 
granted. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers- 
Douglas.)  lam  informed  that  no  record 
is  kept  at  the  Court  referred  to  of  the 
number  of  applications.  The  number  of 
certificates  granted  during  the  year  ended 
30th  June,  1903,  was  159. 

American  Customs  Law— Effects  on 
Export  Trade. 

Sib  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central):  To  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if  the 
McKinley  Tariff  Law  is  still  in  force  in 
the  United  States,  and  if  under  it  pre- 
ferential or  reciprocity  agreements  exist 
with  any  other,  and,  if  so,  with  what 
Governments;  and  if  these  preferential 
or  reciprocity  treaties  deprive  the  United 
States  Government  of  most-favoured- 
nation treatment  in  other  countries ;  and, 
further,  if  he  has  any  reports  showing 
their  effect  upon  the  export  trade  of 
America  with  the  United  Kingdom  or 
other  foreign  nations. 

(Answered  by  Lord  Cranborne.)  The 
answer  to  the  first  Question  is  in  the 
negative.  The  present  Customs  Law  is 
that  of  24th  July,  1897,  and  is  known 
as  the  Dingley  Tariff.  Under  this  law 
reciprocity  agreements  have  been  con- 
cluded with  France,  Germany,  Portugal, 
and  Italy.  The  answer  to  the  fourth 
Question  is,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  in  the 
negative.  We  have  no  reports  on  the 
point  mentioned  in  the  last  Question. 

Grants  to  Students  in  University  Hostels. 

Mr.  ERNEST  GRAY  (West  Ham,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Education  whether  he  is  yet  in  a  position 
to  state  what  steps  the  Board  propose  to 
take  to  give  effect  to  the  declaration  of 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  made  on 
7th  July,  1902,  namely,  that  the 
Government  were  of  opinion  that  a 
student  in  a  University  hostel  should  have 
the  same  contribution  paid  to  him  on 
behalf  of  the  Exchequer  as  a  student  in  a 
residential  training  college. 
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(Answered  by  Sir  William  Anson.)  The 
steps  taken  by  the  Board  in  the  matter 
in  question  are  set  forth  in  the  regulations 
of  the  Board  issued  on  Monday  fast. 

Sir  JOHN  GOKST  (Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Education  whether  the  in- 
creased grants  which  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation has  undertaken  to  pay  to  those 
students  of  day  training  colleges  who  are 
inmates  of  hostels  will  be  payable  to 
such  students  of  the  Cambridge  Day 
Training  College  as  are  members  of  the 
colleges  of  the  University. 

(Answered  by  Sir  William  Anson.)  The 
increased  grants  mentioned  will  be  paid 
to  such  students  of  the  Cambridge  Day 
Training  College  as  are  members  of  a 
college  of  the  University. 

County  Councils  and  Voluntary  Schools. 
Mr.  GRIFFITH  BOSCAWEN  (Kent, 
Tunbridge) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Education  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  resolutions  of 
certain  County  Councils  whereby  it  is 
proposed  to  contribute  nothing  but  the 
Government  Grants  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  voluntary  schools  within  their 
.area,  and  to  apply  the  produce  of  the 
county  rate  levied  for  educational  pur- 
poses over  the  entire  county  towards  the 
support  of  county  schools  only ;  and  what 
steps  he  proposes  to  take. 

(Answered  by  Sir  William  Anson.)  My 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  resolu- 
tions mentioned.  It  is  the  duty  of  every 
County  Council  to  maintain  and  keep 
efficient  all  public  elementary  schools 
within  its  area.  The  rate  and  the 
Government  Grant  together  constitute 
the  fund  at  the  disposal  of  a  County 
Council  for  this  purpose.  The  standard 
of  efficiency  at  which  all  public  elemen- 
tary schools  are  maintained  must  be  alike, 
unless  special  educational  reasons  can  be 
shown  for  a  distinction.  The  action  pro- 
posed in  the  resolutions  would  therefore 
be  in  contravention  of  the  Act. 

Imperfect  Vaccination  at  Liverpool. 

Mr,  WEIR:  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact 
that  three  out  of  the  five  vaccinated 
children  under  five  years  of  age  who 
have  been  attacked  by  smallpox  during 
the  present  epidemic  in  Liverpool,  and 


whom  the  Liverpool  medical  officer  of 
health  alleged  at  a  meeting  of  the  Liverpool 
Health  Committee  on  the  21st  May  last 
had  been  imperfectly  vaccinated,  were 
vaccinated  by  two  of  the  public  vaccina- 
tors appointed  by  the  Liverpool  Select 
Vestry  ;  whether  the  local  authority  is 
entitled  to  recover  these  fees  from  the 
public  vaccinators  ;  and  whether  he  will 
issue  a  definition  of  perfect  vaccination 
with  a  view  to  a  better  understanding 
on  this  point  between  the  medical  officer 
of  health  and  the  Liverpool  public 
vaccinators. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Walter  Long.)  My 
attention  has  been  drawn  by  the  Local 
Anti- Vaccination  League  to  the  three 
cases  referred  to  in  the  Question,  and  I 
have  communicated  with  the  clerk  to 
the  Select  Vestry  of  the  parish  of  Liver- 
pool on  the  subject.  As  to  one  of  the 
cases,  the  clerk  informs  me  that  there  is 
no  record  of  it  in  the  vaccination  registers 
or  in  the  workhouse  books  of  the  parish. 
The  other  two  cases  appear  to  have  been 
vaccinated  by  public  vaccinators  of  the 
parish,  and,  according  to  the  vaccination 
registers,  successful  vesicles  were  produced 
by  the  operations.  In  one  of  the  two 
cases  the  child  is  in  the  hospital.  In 
the  other  case  the  parents  have  removed 
and  their  address  is  at  present  unknown  ; 
but  I  understand  that  in  both  cases 
further  inquiries  will,  if  possible,  be 
made  at  the  instance  of  the  Vestry.  Upon 
the  information  before  me  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  that  the  public  vaccinators 
were  not  entitled  to  fees  in  these  cases. 
The  instructions  issued  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  public  vaccinators 
direct  that  in  all  ordinary  cases  of 
primary  vaccination  the  public  vaccinator 
should  aim  at  producing  four  separate 
good  sized  vesicles  or  groups  of  vesicles, 
not  less  than  half  an  inch  from  one 
another.  The  instructions  state  further 
that  the  total  area  of  vesiculation  result- 
ing from  the  vaccination  should  not  be 
less  than  half  a  square  inch.  It  does  not 
appear  to  me  that  I  can  do  anything 
further  with  the  view  of  meeting  the 
point  referred  to  in  the  last  part  of  the 
Question. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Bill- 
Date  of  Introduction. 

Sir  ALFKED  HICKMAN  (Wolver- 
hampton, W.) :  To  ask  the  President  of 
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the  Local  Government  Board  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  general  desire 
expressed  by  local  authorities  throughout 
the  Kingdom,  he  will  state  when  he  will 
introduce  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Bill. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Walter  Long.) 
Looking  to  the  period  of  the  session,  and 
to  the  other  legislation  proposed  by  the 
Government,  I  fear  it  will  not  be 
practicable  to  proceed  with  the  measure 
referred  to  this  year. 

Statistical  Abstracts— Date  of 
Publication. 

Sir  HENRY  FOWLER  (Wolver- 
hampton, K) :  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  when  the  Statistical 
Abstracts  for  the  United  Kingdom,  the 
Colonies,  and  Foreign  Countries  will  be 
circulated. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  honor  Law.)  The 
Statistical  Abstracts  for  the  United 
Kingdom  and  the  Colonies  are  usually 
issued  about  October  and  December 
respectively.  Every  effort  will  be  made 
to  publish  these  Abstracts  as  early  as 
possible,  but  they  cannot  be  issued  until 
the  requisite  data  are  available.  The 
Statistical  Abstract  for  Foreign  Countries 
will  probably  be  issued  in  September  or 
October. 

Exports  to  Foreign  Countries  of  Woollen 

and  Cotton  Goods  and  Cutlery 

in  1872  and  1902. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar) :  To  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  what  was  the  total 
amount  and  total  value  of  our  exports 
to  foreign  countries  of  woollen  goods,  of 
cotton  goods,  and  of  cutlery  respectively 
in  1872 ;  and  what  were  the  correspond- 
ing figures  for  1902  (or  for  1901  if 
1902  are  not  available). 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)  The 
values  of  our  exports  of  the  groups  of 


articles  referred  to  to  foreign  countries 
in  1872  and  1902  were  recorded  in 
the  Trade  Accounts  as  follows :  Cotton 
manufactures  of  all  kinds,  except  yarns 
—1872,  £43,054,000 ;  1902,  £36,867,000; 
woollen  and  worsted  manufactures  of  all 
kinds,  except  yarns— 1872,  £28,474,000  ; 
1902,  £9,195,000  ;  hardware  and 
cutlery  —  1872,  £3,728,760  ;  1902, 
£954,000.  The  figures  for  1872  include 
the  values  of  the  exports  to  certain 
colonies  in  cases  where  these  were  not  of 
sufficient  importance  to  be  separately 
stated  in  the  Trade  Accounts.  The 
exports  of  cutlery  in  1872  cannot  be 
distinguished  from  hardware.  It  is  not 
possible  to  state  the  aggregate  quantities,, 
some  classes  of  articles  being  entered  by 
value  only. 

Imports  of  Parchment  Coffee-Husk.  I 
Mr.  GARDNER  (Berkshire,  Woking- 
ham) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  if  he  can  state  the  quantity  of 
parchment  coffee-husk  imported  into  the 
United  Kingdom  in  1902,  the  country  or 
countries  from  which  imported,  and  the 
use  to  which  the  material  is  put. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)  The 
value  of  the  parchment  coffee-husk 
imported  into  the  United  Kingdom  in 
1902  was  £1,870,  exclusively  from 
Germany.  I  understand  that  [)  this 
material  is  used  for  packing  purposes. 

Reduction  in  American  Railway  Freight 
on  Wheat  during  1902. 

Mr.  HUGH  SMITH  (Northumber- 
land, Tyneside):  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  if  he  can  say  what 
reduction,  if  any,  was  made  in  the 
American  railway  freight  on  wheat  last 
year;  and,  if  so,  by  what  companiesjjt 
was  made  and  between  which  places,  r**^ 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)  The 
all-rail  export  rates  for  wheat  per  100 
lbs.  from  Chicago  and  Milwaukee  during 
1902  varied  as  follows — 
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Further  information  as  to  the  combined 
lake  and  rail  freights  between  various 
daces  shall  be  put  at  the  hon.  Member's 
disposal  if  he  will  call  at  the  Commercial 
Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of 
Trade. 

CkrvenmientStamponPreparedMedicines. 

Sir  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether, 
under  a  notification  recently  issued  by 
the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue,  a  druggist 
will  not  be  allowed  to  sell  the  smallest 
quantities  of  pills,  powders,  mixtures,  or 
other  form  of  medicine  without  attaching 
to  every  descriptive  label,  either  written 
or  printed,  a  l£d.  stamp ;  whether  the 
Board  has  considered  the  extra  cost  to  | 
the  poor  of  this  additional  charge,  or  the 
danger  of  selling  drugs  unlabelled ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  interests  of  the 
poorer  classes  and  of  the  public  safety, 
the  Board  will,  still  in  accordance  with 
their  former  intimation,  recognise  the 
necessity  for  giving  to  a  preparation  such 
a  designation  or  name  as  shall  distinguish 
it  from  other  medicines  and  attribute 
some  further  meaning  to  such  words  as 
cough  mixture,  liver  pills,  lip  salve, 
teething  powders,  corn  paint  etc. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Elliot.)  The  change 
in  the  Board's  practice  has  been  ren- 
dered necessary  by  the  decision  of  the 
High  Court  in  the  recent  case  of  Ransom 
r.  Sanguinetti,  the  effect  of  which  is  to 
render  liable  to  the  Medicine  Stamp 
Duty  any  preparation  sold  under  a 
description  which  refers  only  to  the 
ailment  which  it  is  intended  to  remedy — 
e.g.,  cough  mixture.  But  payment  of 
duty  will  not  be  required  in  respect  of  a 
preparation  which  bears  upon  the  label 
an  indication  of  its  ingredients,  such  as 
will  bring  the  article  within  the  scope  of 
the  special  exemption  in  favour  of  known, 
admitted,  and  approved  remedies,  sold  by 
duly  qualified  persons,  as  interpreted  by 
the  recent  decision  in  the  case  of  Farmer 
«?.  Glyn  Jones. 

Mr.  SHAW- STEW  ART  (Renfrew- 
shire,  E.) :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  if  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 
have  notified  chemists  that  after  30th 
September  they  will  be  no  longer  per- 
mitted to  sell  to  customers  small  packages 
bearing  a  descriptive  title  unless  a 
yHifdirine  stamp  oi  the  value  of  l£d.  is 


affixed  to  each  package  even  though  the 
value  of  such  package,  be  only  Id.  or  2d. ; 
and  whether,  seeing  that  the  alternative 
will  be  for  chemists  to  sell  all  packages 
without  any  descriptive  title,  he  will 
state  what  steps  he  proposes  to  take  to 
prevent,  in  the  one  event,  so  high  a  tax 
being  placed  on  chemists  and  their  cus- 

I  tomers ;  and,  in  the  other,  to  guard  the 

I  public  against  danger. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Elliot.)  I  would 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the  answer  to 
Question  49,  of  to-day's  date,  on  the 
same  subject. 

Preservation  of  Ruins  of  Ardagh 
Cathedral. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to 
state  what  steps  he  intends  to  take  to 
preserve  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  cathedral 
at  Ardagh,  which  the  local  vestry  have 
refused  to  do  anything  to  preserve, 
although  the  Board  of  Works,  the  County 
I  Council,  and  the  Church  representative 
body  have  all  agreed  that  these  ancient 
ruins  should  be  preserved. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Elliot.)  The 
ruins  are  not  vested  in  the  Board  of 
Works,  but  in  the  representative  Church 

|  body,  and  as  the  local  vestry  object  to 
their  transfer,  neither  the  Treasury  nor 

!  the  Board  of  Works  are  in  a  position  to 
take  steps  for  the  preservation  of  the 

;  ruins. 

J     Estates  for  Sale  in  Oounty  Longford. 

I  Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  To  ask  Mr. 
Attorney-General  for  Ireland  to  state  the 
number  of  estates  for  sale  under  the 
Ashbourne  and  other  purchase  Acts  at 
present  pending  for  sale  to  the  tenants  of 
County  Longford. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Atkinson.)  There  are 
no  applications  for  purchase  pending  in 
the  County  Jjongford  under  the  Acts  of 
1885  and  1888.  Under  the  Acts  1891- 
j  1896  there  are  seventy-two  applications 
still  pending  in  the  county,  wnich  em- 
brace  holdings  on  ten  estates.  These  are 
in  various  stages  towards  completion. 

Gordon-Bennett  Cup  Race— Delay  in 

Telegraph  Messages. 
Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
JW.):   To  ask    the  Postmaster  -  General 
whether  he  can  state  the  reasons  for  the 
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delay  on  telegraph  messages  from  Dublin 
in  connection  with  the  motor  race  on  2nd 
July;  whether  he  can  also  state  the 
amount  of  money  received  for  Press  tele- 
grams on  this  occasion,  and  the  cost  of  the 
special  arrangements  in  connection  with 
the  race. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
I  much  regret  to  find  that  in  spite  of  the 
special  arrangements  that  were  made 
serious  delay  occurred  in  the  transmission 
of  telegrams  between  Dublin  and  London 
on  the  occasion  of  the  automobile  race  on 
2nd  July.  I  am  investigating  the  cause. 
Particulars  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
ture on  the  occasion  are  not  at  present 
available. 

Loan  Fund  Legislation  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has 
been  directed  to  the  paragraph  in  the 
last  Report  of  the  Loan  Fund  Board  of 
Ireland  in  which  the  Board  asserts  its 
opinion  that  Loan  Fund  legislation  upon 
broad  lines  is  still  necessary,  as  it  was 
in  the  year  1855,  when  a  Select  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  re- 
ported in  favour  of  legislation  having  a 
tendency  to  secure  more  regular  and 
business-like  attention  to  their  duties  on 
the  part  of  the  treasurers  and  trustees 
of  each  society  :  and  whether,  seeing  that 
recommendations  similar  to  the  above 
have  been  repeatedly  made  by  the  Loan 
Fund  Board  since  the  year  1855,  he  will 
explain  why  the  Government  have  not 
made  any  attempt  to  legislate  in  accord- 
ance with  the  recommendations  of  the 
Board. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  It  is  not 
for  me  to  explain  the  inaction  of  previous 
Governments  over  a  period  extending 
so  far  back  as  1855.  But  I  may  be 
permitted  to  point  out  that  the  present 
Government  a  few  years  ago  introduced 
and  passed  a  Bill,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  meet  the  most  pressing  of  the 
difficulties  of  the  Loan  Fund  system. 
That  legislation  secured  satisfactory  re- 
sults. It  was  stated  by  the  Attorney- 
General   for   Ireland  on  the  15th,*  and 

again    on   the    22nd   June,t    that   the 
— ^ I 

*  See  (4)  Debates,  cxxiii.,  953. 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxxiv.,  52. 


Government  had  drafted  a  further 
amending  Bill  granting  facilities  for 
the  recovery  of  outstanding  debts,  and 
that  the  Bill  would  be  introduced  if 
Government  received  an  assurance  front 
hon.  Members  that  it  should  be  treated 
as  a  non-contentious  measure.  No  such 
assurance  has  yet  been  received. 

Proceedings  under  Criminal  Law  and  Pro 
cedure  Act  at  Borrisoleigh,  Co.  Tipperary* 

MR.  P.  J.  O'BRIEN  (Tipperary,  N.): 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can 
state  the  circumstances  under  which 
three  persons  named  Stapleton,  Delany,. 
and  Carroll,  were  arrested  at  Borriao- 
leigh,  in  the  County  Tipperary,  what  is 
the  charge  against  them,  and  at  what 
hour  of  the  night  the  arrests  were 
effected,  and  by  whom;  and  whether, 
seeing  that  the  Crown  have  since 
obtained  an  order  from  the  King's 
Bench  Division  changing  the  venue  in 
the  trial  of  these  men  to  the  County  of 
the  City  of  Cork,  and  that  this  order 
was  obtained  under  the  provisions  of 
the  4th  section  of  the  Criminal  Law  and 
Procedure  (Ireland)  Act,  1887,  and  that 
the  Crown  afterwards  obtained  an  order 
that  the  trial  should  take  place  before  a 

j  special  jury,  he  will  state  whether  any 
notice  of  these  motions  was  given  to  the 
accused,  and  when  this  part  of  the 
county  was  proclaimed  under  the  5th 

I  section  of  the  Criminal  Law  and  Pro- 
cedure   (Ireland)     Act    to    enable    this 

I  course  to  be  adopted,  and  if  he  can 
state  what  Judge  of  the  High  Court  will 
try  the  accused  at  the  forthcoming  com- 
mission in  Cork. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The  case 
is  pending  for  trial.  I  cannot  therefore 
enter  into  the  question  of  the  circum- 
stances which  led  to  the  arrests,  as 
these  may  be  contested  on  the  hearing. 
The  arrests  were  made  at  four  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  17th  April  last. 
'  The  orders  for  a  special  jury  and 
change  of  venue  were  obtained  in  strict 
compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
statute.  No  notice  was  given  of  the 
applications  for  the  order,  as  none  is 
required  to  be  given  ;  but  copies  of  the 
orders  were  served  on  the  prisoners  on 
the  30th  May.  The  3rd  and  4th  sections 
of  the  statute  were  put  in  force  in  this 
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part  of  the  County  Tipperary  by  pro- 
clamation dated  the  16th  April,  1902. 
The  Judges  who  will  preside  at  the  ensu- 
ing Cork  Assizes  are  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice  and  Mr.  Justice  Barton,  either 
of  whom  may  try  the  case. 

Army  Pensions— Case  of  James  Griffin,  late 
of  Royal  Garrison  Regiment 

Mr.  JOYCE  (Limerick):  To  ask 
the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  case  of  James  Griffin,  Private  4th 
Battalion  Royal  Garrison  Regiment,  Keg. 
No.  4,172,  discharged  on  the  12th  May, 
1903,  as  medically  unfit  for  further  service, 
his  character  on  discharge  being  good; 
and  whether,  seeing  that  this  man  se&ved 
fourteen  years  in  the  regular  Army  and 
nine  in  the  militia,  and  in  view  of  his 
health  and  circumstances,  some  pension 
will  be  given  him. 

(Answered  by  Lord  Stanley,)  This  man 
served  with  the  Colours  for  less  than  nine 
years,  and  was  discharged  for  dementia, 
medically  certified  as  not  the  result  of  service 
or  climate,  and  as  having  been  aggravated 
bv  intemperance  and  misconduct.  It  was 
also  stated  that  if  he  did  not  have  a  re- 
lapse he  would  shortly  be  able  to  earn  a 
full  livelihood.  His  case  has  been  fully 
considered,  but  it  is  not  one  in  which  a 
pension  could  be  granted. 

Imports    of  Canadian  Cattle   into   the 
united  States  and  United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  HALDANE  (Haddingtonshire): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  he  can  state  the  number 
and  value  of  Canadian  cattle  imported 
into  the  United  States  from  Canada,  and 
the  rate  of  duty  charged  by  the  United 
States  thereon ;  whether  the  Canadian 
Government  has  addressed  to  the  Home 
Government  any  remonstrances  of  recent 
date  on  the  obstacles  placed  on  the  im- 
portation of  Canadian  cattle  into  this 
country ;  and,  if  so,  what  reply  has  been 
made  to  such  remonstrances. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Chamberlain.) 
During  the  year  ended  30th  June,  1902, 
Canada  exported  to  the  United  States 
cattle  one  year  old  or  less  to  the  number 
of  10,124,  and  the  value  of  124,497 
dollars,  and  cattle  over  one  year  old 
to    the   number    of    21,619,  and  the 


{8  July  1903}  Questions.  14 

value  of  663,367  dollars.  The  United 
States  duty  on  cattle  less  than  a  year 
old  is  2  dollars  per  head,  and  on  all 
other  cattle,  if  valued  at  not  more  than 
14  dollars  per  head,  3*75  dollars  per 
head;  if  valued  at  more  than  14  dollars 
per  head,  27£  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  The 
Canadian  Ministers  made  personal  repre- 
sentations to  the  late  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  last  year  on  the 
subject  of  the  restrictions  imposed  on 
the  importation  of  Canadian  cattle,  but 
I  understand  that  no  hope  was  held  out 
to  them  that  His  Majesty's  Government 
would  propose  any  modification  of  the 
Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  1896,  which 
prohibits  the  importation  of  live  cattle 
except  for  slaughter  at  the  port  of  land- 
ing. 


Q  U EST  IONS  IN  THE  HO  USE. 


The  New  Naval  Base. 
Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether,  in  view  of  the  importance  of 
securing  a  commercial  and  strategic  water- 
way connecting  the  West  of  Scotland  with 
the  new  naval  base  on  the  Firth  of  Forth, 
any  steps  have  now  been  taken  to  examine 
the  possibility  of  enlarging  the  existing 
Forth  and  Clyde  Canal  on  the  lines  of 
the  recently  executed  Kiel  Canal ;  and, 
if  not,  if  the  question  could  be  examined 
and  a  report  made  as  to  the  cost  and  time 
required  for  the  execution  of  such  a  work. 

The  CIVIL  LORD  of  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Mr.  Pretyman,  Suffolk, 
Woodbridge) :  Xo  steps  have  been 
taken  of  the  nature  referred  to  in 
the  Question,  and  there  is  no  intention  of 
expending  naval  funds  in  the  manner 
suggested. 

Navy  Summer  Cruises. 

Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  he  is  now  in  a  position  to  say 
whether  a  training  vessel  will  visit  Loch- 
broom,  Ross-shire,  this  summer. 

Mr.  PRETYMAN :  I  am  not  yet  able 
to  give  a  definite  reply  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, as  the  programmes  for  the  coming 
cruises  will  not  be  drawn  up  until  the 
middle  of  next  month,  but  the  undertak- 
ing given  by   my  hon.  friend  that  the 
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question  of  a  visit  to  Lochbroom  shall 
receive  consideration  will  not  be  lost 
sight  of. 

Boer  Prisoners  in  Ceylon. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  there  are  any, 
and,  if  so,  how  many,  Boer  prisoners  of 
war  in  Ceylon  ;  and  what  is  the  intention 
of  the  Government  with  reference  to  the 
return  of  these  men  to  their  homes  in 
South  Africa. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.):  I  understand  that 
there  are  at  present  six  prisoners  of  war 
in  Ceylon.  They  will  not  be  allowed  to 
return  to  the  Transvaal  or  Orange  River 
Colony  unless  they  take  the  oath  or 
make  the  declaration  of  allegiance  to  His 
Majesty. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL :  Are  these 
men  actually  detained  in  prison,  or  are 
they  allowed  personal  liberty  in  Ceylon  ? 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  should 
say  a  qualified  liberty. 

Land  Settlement  in  the  Transvaal. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  a  land  settlement  scheme  in  the 
Transvaal  initiated  or  proposed  by  the 
Government  or  a  Mr.  VV.  Carlis,  whereby 
Mr.  Carlis  is  to  obtain  half  profits  of  the 
labour  of  certain  white  settlers  now  in  a 
helpless  condition  for  want  of  funds,  who 
are  to  be  handed  over  to  him  on  terms 
of  forced  labourers ;  and  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  the  Government 
of  the  Transvaal  is  pledged  to  a  philan- 
thropic treatment  of  these  indigent 
whites,  why  is  an  undertaking  of  land 
settlement  not  carried  out  department- 
ally  instead  of  being  entrusted  to  a  com- 
mercial gentleman  for  the  purposes  of 
profit.  And  what  ^arrangements,  if 
any,  have  been  made  by  the  Transvaal 
Government  for  the  supervision  of  the 
treatment  of  the  indigent  settlers  placed 
under  the  control  of  Mr.  Carlis. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  scheme  to  which  the 


I  hon.  Member  refers.  Full  information 
with  regard  to  the  schemes  of  Burgher 
settlement  vthich  appear  to  be  referred 
to  will  be  found  at  pages  65  and 
following  of  Cd.  1551  and  pages  14  and 
following  of  Cd.  1553. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL :  That  answer 
I  does  not  give  me  much  information. 


Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN 
Papers  will 


But  the 


Metropolitan  District  Railway— Electric 
Traction. 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he  will  state 
what  progress  has  been  made  with  the 
establishment  of  a  system  of  electric 
traction  on  the  Metropolitan  District 
Railway. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY to  the  BOARD  of  TRADE  (Mr. 
Bonar  Law,  Glasgow,  Blackf  riars) :  The 
Metropolitan  District  Railway  Company 
inform  me  that  the  railway  between 
Mill  H 11  Park  and  South  Harrow— a 
distance  of  about  six  miles — has  been 
regularly  worked  by  electric  traction 
since  Sunday,  June  26th.  The  Company 
add  that  the  working  of  the  main  line 
by  electric  traction  depends  upon  the 
date  of  the  completion  of  the  Power 
House  at  Lots  Road,  Chelsea,  which  is 
being  pressed  forward  with  the  greatest 
possible  speed. 

Cotton  Trust. 

Mr.    FIELD  (Dublin,    St.    Patrick): 
I   beg  to    aak  the    President    of     the 
Board  of  Trade    whether  he  has  made 
further  inquiry   regarding    the   closing 
I  of    mills    in     manufacturing    districts, 
I  owing  to  the  operations  of  the  cotton 
trust ;  if  so,  whether  he  can  state  how 
many  hands  are  partially  disemployed 
J  and  the  wages  value  of  such  disemploy- 
ment ;  and  whether  he  will  make  inquiry 
as  to  the  precautions  taken    in    other 
countries  to  prevent  gambling   in  pro- 
duce. 

Mr.  BONAR  LAW :  I  have  no  infor- 
mation to  give  to  the  hon.  Member 
beyond  that  contained  in  my  answer  to 
his  Question  on  the  1st  instant,  t   Aa  I 

I  gee  (4)  Debate*,  cxxiv.,  1026- 
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have  previously  informed  him  the 
reports  which  have  been  received  from 
abroad  bearing  upon  this  matter  will  be 
laid  upon  the  Table  shortly. 

Destruction  of  Fish  at  Billingsgate  and 
Aberdeen. 

Mb.  PIRIE:  I  beg,  there  being  no 
Minister  directly  in  charge  of  the  fishing 
interest  in  this  House,  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the 
fact  that  about  50  tons  of  good  and 
wholesome  fish  were  destroyed  at 
Billingsgate  during  the  first  three 
days  of  last  week,  and  that  on  one  day 
recently  30  tons  were  similarly  lost 
for  human  food  at  a  Scottish  port; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  is  prepared  to 
take  any  steps  in  the  matter;  and  can 
he  also  state  the  total  quantities  of 
fish  so  destroyed  during  1902  in  England 
and  Scotland,  respectively,  specifying 
cut  of  the  total  the  amount  condemned 
as  unfit  for  food. 

Mb.  BONAR  LAW:  I  am  informed 
that  owing  to  the  sudden  heat  a  large 
amount  of  fish  had  to  be  destroyed  at 
Billingsgate  on  the  27th  June,  and  that 
owing  to  the  impossibility  of  disposing 
of  it  in  any  other  way  about  40  tons 
had  to  be  sold  for  manure  at  Aberdeen 
on  the  same  day.  The  Board  of  Trade 
have  no  power  to  prevent  such  destruc- 
tion, and  I  have  no  information  as  to 
the  total  amount  of  fish  destroyed  in 
England  and  Scotland. 

Mb.  PIRIE:  May  I  ask  whether  the 
hon.  Gentleman  cannot  provide  greater 
facilities  for  distribution  to  the  markets 
in  order  to  prevent  similar  waste. 

Mr.  BONAR  LAW:  The  waste  at 
Billingsgate  was  due  to  the  fish  not 
being  wholesome;  that  at  Aberdeen  to 
fish  arriving  on  Saturday  night  in  such 
large  quantities  that  it  could   not  be 


British  Imports  and  Exports  for  last 
Seventy  Years. 

Mr.  HOULT  (Cheshire.  Wirrall):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  he  will  furnish  a  Return 
showing  the  yearly  total  value  of  imports 
and  exports  during  the  last  seventy 
years;  and  whether  he  can  give  coals 
separately  in  tonnage  and  value. 


Mr.  BONAR  LAW:  So  far  as  the 
figures  are  available  the  hon.  Member 
will  find  the  particulars  he  requires  for 
the  years  from  1830  to  1840  inclusive 
in  Parts  VIII.  and  X.  of  the  "Tables 
of  the  Revenue,  Population,  Commerce, 
etc.,  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  and  for 
subsequent  years  in  the  "Reprint  of 
the  Statistical  Abstract  for  the  United 
Kingdom1'  for  1840  to  1854,  issued  in 
1870,  and  in  the  17th,  19th,  34th 
and  49th  issues  of  the  same  publication. 
The  values  of  imports  before  1854 
cannot  be  compared  with  those  after 
that  date  owing  to  a  change  in  the 
mode  of  valuation. 

Trade  Statistics. 
Mr.  WHITE  RIDLEY  (Stalybridge) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  if  he  will  grant  the  Returns 
appearing  on  to-day's  Notice  Paper  re- 
garding cotton,  woollen,  and  iron  goods. 

Mr.  BONAR  LAW :  The  information 
which  the  hon.  Member  desires  will  in- 
volve great  labour  on  the  part  of  the 
Department,  and  I  must  ask  him  to  be 
good  enough  to  give  sufficient  notice  to 
enable  the  matter  to  be  properly  con- 
sidered in  connection  with  other  requests 
for  information  of  a  kindred  nature.  If 
the  hon.  Member  will  communicate  with 
me  in  a  week's  time,  I  shall  then  be  able 
to  give  him  a  definite  reply. 

Appended  are  the  notices  referred  to  in 
the  Question  : — 1.  Mr.  Matthew  Ridley — 
Cotton — Return  showing  for  each  year 
from  1890  to  1902,  inclusive ;  (a)  with 
regard  to  the  United  Kingdom  (1)  total 
consumption  of  cotton  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  with  particulars  of  the  chief 
sources  of  supply ;  (2)  total  exports  of 
cotton  manufactures  from  the  United 
Kingdom  to  foreign   countries,   to  self- 

foverning  colonies,  to  India,  and  to  other 
Iritish  Possessions  ;  (3)  total  imports  of 
cotton  manufactures  into  the  United 
Kingdom ;  (b)  with  regard  to  the  United 
States  and  Germany  (1)  total  consump- 
tion of  cotton  ;  (2)  total  exports  of  cotton 
manufactures ;  (3)  total  imports  of  cotton 
manufactures,  giving  separately  the 
amount  of  such  imports  from  the  United 
Kingdom.  2.  Mr.  Matthew  Ridley- 
Woollen  Goods — Return  showing  for  each 
year  from  1890  to  1902,  inclusive ;  (a) 
with  regard  to  the  United  Kingdom  (1) 
total  production  of  woollen  manufactures ; 
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(2)  total  exports,  quantities  and  values, 
of  woollen  manufactures  to  foreign 
countries,  self-governing  colonies,  India, 
and  other  British  Possessions;  (3)  total 
imports  of  woollen  manufactures ;  ( b)  with 
regard  to  the  United  States  and  Germany 
(1)  total  production  of  woollen  manu- 1 
factures ;  (2)  total  exports,  quantities  and 
values,  of  woollen  manufactures ;  (3)  total 
imports,  quantities  and  values,  of  woollen 
manufactures,  giving  separately  the 
quantities  and  values  of  such  imports 
from  the  United  Kingdom.  3.  Mr. 
Matthew  Ridley — Iron  and  Steel — Re- 
turn showing  for  each  year  from  1890  to 
1902,  inclusive;  (a)  with  regard  to  the 
United  Kingdom  (1)  total  production  of 
iron  and  steel  manufactures ;  (2)  total 
exports,  quantities  and  values,  of  iron 
and  steel  manufactures  to  foreign 
countries,  to  self-governing  colonies,  to 
India,  and  to  other  British   Possessions  ; 

(3)  total  imports  of  iron  and  steel  manu- 
factures ;  (b)  with  regard  to  the  United 
States  and  Germany  (1)  total  production 
of  iron  and  steel  manufactures ;  (2)  total 
exports,  quantities  and  values,  of  iron  and 
steel  manufactures ;  (3)  total  imports, 
quantities  and  values,  of  iron  and  steel 
manufactures,  giving  separately  the  i 
quantities  and  values  of  such  imports 
from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Fiscal  Inquiry. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  is  he  aware  that  in  1901  sea 
fish  of  British  take  was  landed  in 
the  United  Kingdom  of  the  value  of 
£9,046,554,  and  that  in  1902  diamonds 
to  the  value  of  £5,380,390  were  exported 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  that  neither  of 
these  two  sums  is  included  in  the  total 
value  of  all  imports  given  in  any  published 
official  statistics,  and  will  he  explain  why 
this  is.  Are  there  any  other  articles 
imported  into  the  United  Kingdom 
the  value  whereof  is  omitted  from  the 
total  value  of  all  imports  published  in 
the  statistics  in  question;  and,  if  so, 
what  are  they  1 

♦The  CHANCELLOR  of  thk  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
Fresh  fish  of  British  taking  imported 
in  British  ships  are  exempt  from 
report  and  entry  under  the  Customs 
Statutes,   and    consequently    the  Board 


1  of  Customs  have  no  data  for  compiling 
statistics  on  the  subject.  I  understand 
that  particulars  are  prepared  and  pul>- 
lished  by  the  Board  of  Trade.  I  doubt 
if  freshly  caught  fish  could  properly  be 
described  as  imports  either  from  a  foreign 
country  or  a  British  possession.  The 
Returns  of  the  importation  of  diamonds 
are  very  imperfect,  but  the  figure  which 
my  hon.  friend  quotes  as  regards  imports 
from  Cape  Colony  is  already  given  in  a 
note  on  page  39  of  Volume  I.  of  the 
Annual  Statement  of  Trade.  Whether 
this  figure  should  be  included  in  the  total 
of  imports  is  worth  considering,  and  I 
will  see  that  it  receives  attention ;  but 
the  information  would  in  any  case  be 
incomplete.  My  hon.  friend  is  no  doubt 
aware  that  the  Abstract  Tables  at  the 
commencement  of  the  Annual  Statement 
exclude  bullion  and  specie,  and  also 
foreign  meichandise  transhipped  under 
bond. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  is 
he  aware  that  up  to  1853  a  general 
Customs  duty  was  levied  in  the  United 
Kingdom  of  5s.  per  cwt.  on  turbot  and 
on  soles  of  foreign  take,  while  soles  of 
British  take  were  admitted  free  ;  and  do 
1  His  Majesty's  Government,  as  part  of  the 
inquiry  now  being  conducted,  propose  to 
inquire  into  the  advisability  "of  giving  to 
British  fishermen  the  advantages  of  a 
preferential  tariff  by  re-imposing  the  fish 
duties. 

♦Mr.  RITCHIE  :  The  answer  to  the 
first  paragraph  is  in  the  affirmative. 
With  regard  to  the  second  paragraph  I 
cannot  add  anything  to  the  statements 
which  have  been  made  on  the  question 
by  the  Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  Notwith- 
standing the  view  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  put  forward  it  seems  that 
fish  is  regarded  as  an  import.  In  the 
previous  answer  he  denied  that  it  is 
chargeable. 

♦Mr.  RITCHIE :  What  I  said  was  that 
freshly  caught  fish  could  hardly  be  called 
imports  from  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet):  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
aware  that  great  exception  is  taken  to 
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foreign  fish  coming  here  free  whilst  our 
cargoes  are  subject  to  heavy  imposts 
abroad  ? 

♦Mr.  RITCHIE:  I  have  heard  that 
statement  with  regard  to  all  other  kinds 
of  goods. 

The  Fiscal  Inquiry— Colonial  Contribu- 
tions to  Imperial  Defence. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  (Camberwell,  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury whether,  in  connection  with  the 
inquiry  which  it  is  understood  the  Cabinet 
is  now  making  into  the  fiscal  policy  of 
the  Empire,  any  questions  will  be  put  to 
Colonial  Governments  suggesting  the 
desirableness  of  proportionate  contribu- 
tion to  the  cost  of  Imperial  defence  ;  and 
if  not,  whether,  having  regard  to  the 
burden  of  Imperial  defence  placed  upon 
the  taxpayers  of  the  British  Isles,  he  will 
consider  the  desirabibty  of  submitting  the 
expediency  of  such  contribution  as  part 
of  the  inquiry  now  being  prosecuted. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  of  the  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E) :  It  seems 
entirely  premature  to  make  any  statement 
as  to  what  suggestion  should  or  should 
not  be  made  to  our  self-governing 
colonies. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  :  Do  I  understand 
that  the  suggestion  in  the  first  part  of 
my  Question  is  accurate  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  will  read  the 
answer  again.     (Answer  again  read.) 

Fiscal  Inquiry  and  British  Agriculture. 

Mr.  SO  ARES  (Devonshire,  Barn- 
staple) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  whether  the  proposed  in- 
quiry into  the  fiscal  system  will  embrace 
the  conditions  of  tenure  under  which 
British  tenant  farmers  hold  their  farms 
and  the  possibility  of  their  position  being 
worsened  by  their  rents  being  raised 
against  them  in  consequence  of  the  pro- 
posed increase  in  the  price  of  corn :  I 
beg  also  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  in  the  proposed  inquiry  into  the 
fiscal  system  the  question  will  be  con- 
sidered of  the  effect  on  the  agricultural 
industry  if  permanent  pasture  in  this 
country  be  broken  up  in  consequence  of 
an  increase  in  the  price  of  corn,  and  if 


i  ultimately  such  land  should  fail  to  be  pro- 
j  fitable  for  corn-growing  purposes  owing 

to  the  development  of  corn-growing  areas 

in  the  Colonies. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  afraid  I 
have  no  information  to  give  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  in  reply  to  his  Questions. 
They  appear  to  be  purely  hypothetical, 

j  and   the  hypotheses  on   which  the  hon. 

I  Gentleman  has  proceeded  seem  to  me,  if 

j  he  will  forgive  me  for  saying  so,  rather 

;  fantastic. 

Fiscal  Inquiry— Preferential  Rates  on 
Railways. 

MR.  FIELD :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  it  is 
proposed  to  include  in  the  inquiry  on 
fiscal  arrangements  the  present  system 
of  preferential  rates  to  imported  goods 
and  produce ;    and  whether  the  Railway 
|  Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade  wi  1 
|  make   inquiries   and   report    upon   the 
;  matter. 


Mr.  BONAR  LAW : 
the  negative. 


The  answer  is  in 


Conferences  with  Colonial  Premiers. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  proceedings  of  the 
conferences    between  the  Secretary    of 
State  for  the  Colonies  and    the  Prime 
Ministers    of     self-governing    colonies,, 
which    took   place  in  June  to  August, 
1902,  have  hitherto  been  treated  as  con- 
fidential, and  that  only  the  statements 
made  *by  His     Majesty's    Government 
j  thereat    and    the    various    Resolutions 
passed     were     made    public,    will    His 
'  Majesty's  Government  publish  the  full 
i  report  of  the  proceedings  of  these  con- 
ferences,    setting     forth      the     special 
|  difficulties    and    considerations     which' 
affected  the  members  of  the   conference 
1  in    the    practical    consideration  of    the 
j  different  subjects,  before  inviting  public 
discussion  of  the  proposals  embodied    in 
|  certain  Resolutions    therein    agreed  to 
|  relative  to  preferential  trade  with  n  the 
Empire. 

Mr.  A.  J.   BALFOUR:  Perhaps  my 
hon.  friend  will  allow  me  to  refer  him  to- 
I  an    answer    given    by  my    right  hon. 
friend  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  the  hon- 
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Member  for  Dundee  on  June  19th.  It 
is  to  the  effect  that  the  matter  was 
fully  considered  at  the  time,  and  that 
the  Government  are  not  aware  of  any 
circumstances  which  have  arisen  likely 
to  induce  the  gentlemen  who  objected 
to  publication  to  modify  their  views. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  was  under- 
stood to  ask  if  some  such  course  was  not 
desirable  in  view  of  the  discussion  now 
going  on  in  the  country. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  This  is  not  a 
new  subject  at  all.  The  Blue-book  has 
long  been  in  the  hands  of  Members, 
and  having  been  published  and  circu- 
lated, is  of  course  open  to  discussion. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON 
(Dundee) :  May  I  ask  whether  the  un- 
published account  of  the  proceedings 
will  be  laid  before  the  Cabinet  in  the 
course  of  the  inquiry  which  it  is  under- 
taking? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  There  are  no 
secrets  of  thisj  kind  kept  from  the 
Cabinet 


Income  Tax  Returns. 

Mr.  FIELD :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  will 
make  inquiry  and  consider  the  advis- 
ability of  simplifying  the  form  of  income 
tax  returns  to  be  filled  by  traders,  and 
of  modifying  the  present  practice  of 
calculating  future  hypothetical  profits  as 
a  basis  of  income  tax  assessments. 

♦Mr.  RITCHIE:  I  shall  be  glad  to 
consider  any  practical  suggestions  on  this 
point,  but  the  present  Form  has  been 
very  carefully  revised  within  the  last  two 
years,  and  I  doubt  if  it  is  possible  to 
simplify  it  further  than  has  already  been 
done.  An  explanatory  Memorandum  is 
now  issued  with  it>  which  I  hope  may  be 
an  aid  to  the  reading  and  the  under- 
standing of  the  Form.  If  the  hon. 
Member  would  look  at  this  Memorandum 
he  would  see  that  traders  are  not  required 
to  make  a  calculation  of  future  hypo- 
thetical profits,  but  are  directed  to  base 
their  return  on  their  ascertained  profits 
for  the  three  years  immediately  preceding 
the  year  of  assessment. 


Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork  County,  N.) :  Is  it 
not  the  fact  that  traders  are  still  required 
in  the  month  of  November  or  December 
to  furnish  a  return  of  their  profits  for 
the  year  ending  the  following  31st 
March  ? 

♦Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  do  not  see  how  that 
could  be. 

Mr.  FLYNN :  If  I  furnish  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  with  the  information  will 
he  inquire  ? 

♦Mr.  RITCHIE:  Certainly. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  can  do  so. 

Vaccination  Exemption  Certificates. 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Mr.  J.  C. 
Compton,  the  presiding  magistrate  at  the 
Police  Court,  Stratford,  K,  recently  re- 
fused to  grant  to  Charles  Crossley,  of 
Byrom  Avenue,  East  Ham,  a  certificate 
of  exemption  from  vaccination,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  Crossley  asserted 
that  he  conscientiously  believed  that 
vaccination  would  be  prejudicial  to  the 
health  of  the  child;  and  will  he  have 
some  inquiry  made  with  a  view  to  ascer- 
tain why  applicants  at  the  Stratford 
Police  Court  are  unable  to  obtain  certifi- 
cates of  exemption  from  vaccination. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Akers 
Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's) :  I  am 
informed  that  the  application  for  a  certifi- 
cate of  exemption  was  carefully  con- 
sidered, but  that  the  applicant  did  not 
satisfy  the  Court,  as  required  by  the  Act, 
of  his  conscientious  belief  that  vaccina- 
tion would  be  prejudicial  to  the  health  of 
his  child.  The  fact  that  159  certificates 
were  granted  during  the  past  year  at  this 
Court  shows  that  it  is  not  the  case  that 
certificates  are  systematically  refused. 

Railway  Cattle  Transit— Humane  Cattle 
Cars. 

Mr.  FIELD :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  Railway  Companies' 
Conference  have  refused  to  allow  a 
patented  humane  cattle  .car  to  run  over 
their  systems  in  Great  Britain ;  and,  if 
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so,  whether  he  will  cause  inquiry  to  be 
made,  with  a  view  to  enable  and  encourage 
a  more  humane  system  of  live  stock  land 
transit  to  be  introduced  in  the  three 
kingdoms. 

Mr.  AILWYN  FELLOWES  (Hunting- 
donshire, Ramsey) :  The  Board  of  Agri- 
culture have  not  recently  received  any 
information  as  to  the  views  entertained 
by  the  railway  companies  as  to  the 
merits  of  the  car  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  refers,  which  I  think  we  are 
right  in  assuming  is  the  car  patented  by 
Mr.  John  Rooth  in  1894  and  1895  and 
now  the  property  of  the  Humane  Cattle 
Car  and  Ship  Fittings  Co.,  Ltd.  We  are 
always  very  glad  to  receive  any  sugges- 
tions for  the  protection  of  animals  from 
suffering  during  inland  transit,  but  we 
have  no  power  to  prescribe  the  use  of  a 
particular  wagon.  I  may  add  that  in 
1901  the  car  in  question  was  examined 
independently  by  the  carriage  and  wagon 
superintendents    of    the    railway    com- 

Einies     represented     on    the     Cheshire 
ines  Committee,  who  found  themselves 
unable  'to  recommend  its  adoption. 

Rotten  Row  Ambulances. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  West  Derbyshire,  as  represent- 
ing the  First  Commissioner  of  Works, 
whether  he  will  arrange  that  a  police 
ambulance  shall  be  stationed  at  the 
west  end  of  Rotten  Row,  and  thus 
obviate  the  delay  incurred  in  obtaining 
the  police  ambulance  from  Hyde  Park 
Police  Station ;  and  whether  he  will 
arrange  for  the  St.  John's  ambulances 
to  be  removed  from  their  present  posi- 
tions in  Hyde  Park  and  for  the  police 
ambulances  to  be  substituted. 

Mr.  VICTOR  CAVENDISH  (Derby- 
fhire,  W.) :  In  answer  to  the  first  para- 
graph I  am  to  say  that  there  is  already 
an  ambulance  stationed  at  the  Alexandra 
Gate  near  the  west  end  of  Rotten  Row, 
in  order  to  obviate  the  delay  of  sending 
to  the  Hyde  Park  Police  Station.  The 
First  Commissioner  is  making  arrange- 
ments for  an  inspection  of  both  types  of 
ambulance  by  a  medical  expert,  who  will 
advise  whether  it  is  desirable  to  adopt 
the  police  ambulance  in  place  of  those 
now  in  use. 


Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  Why  not 
consider  the  desirability  of  obviating  the 
necessity  for  ambulances  by  improving 
the  state  of  the  roads  7 

[No  answer  was  returned.]  '   . 

Port  of  Ness  Breakwater  and  Pier. 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  has  vet  received  a  report  as  to 
the  extent  of  damage  sustained  by  the 
breakwater  at  Port  of  Ness,  Island  of 
Lewis,  through  the  storm  of  the  28th 
February  last ;  and  will  he  say  whether 
any  decision  has  yet  been  arrived  at  in 
regard  to  its  repair. 

The  SOLICITOR  *  GENERAL  for 
SCOTLAND  (Mr.  Scott  Dickson, 
Glasgow,  Bridgton) :  The  Secretary  for 
Scotland  has  received  a  report  as  to  the 
damage  sustained  by  the  breakwater. 
The  question  as  to  repairs  of  breakwater 
and  pier  must  be  considered  together,  and 
in  connection  with  other  expenditure 
which  may  be  suggested  in  the  Island  of 
Lewis. 

.  Vaccination  in  Scotland. 
Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
the  use  of  humanised  vaccine  lvmph  has 
been  discontinued  in  Englanci  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Royal  Commission, 
and  that  during  the  year  1902  the 
Central  Vaccine  Institution  for  Scotland 
supplied  on  application  from  parochial 
vaccinators  in  various  parts  of  Scotland 
312  tubes  of  humanised  lymph,  will  he 
consider  the  expediency  of  issuing  a 
circular  to  parochial  vaccinators  through- 
out Scotland  recommending  the  use  of 
glycerinated  calf  lymph. 

Mr.  SCOTT  DICKSON  :  The  propor- 
tion of  calf  lymph  issued  by  the  Vaccine 
Institution  in  Scotland  shows  that  the  use 
of  that  lymph  is  increasing,  and  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  after  consulting 
the  Local  Government  Board  is  of  opinion 
that  under  all  the  circumstances  it  is  not 
at  present  necessary  to  issue  any  circular 
on  the  subject.  Parochial  vaccinators 
have  complete  discretion  in  the  matter. 

Grime  in  County  Glare. 

<  Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 

E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 

the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
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he  is  aware  that  Judge  Carton  received 
white  gloves  at  the  recent  Ennis  Quarter 
Sessions;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
peaceable  state  of  the  County  Clare,  the 
proclamation  of  certain  districts  under 
the  Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  (Ireland) 
Act  will  now  be  withdrawn. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover):  It  is 
somewhat  irregular  to  make  a  statement 
in  anticipation  of  a  more  official  announce- 
ment. But  since  the  hon.  Member  post- 
poned his  Question  at  my  request, 
perhaps  I  may  say  that  action  is  con- 
templated in  the  direction  which  he 
favours. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  That 
is  a  very  satisfactory  announcement. 
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Mr.   WYNDHAM:  Fourteen  houses 

and  fourteen  holdings.  The  cost  of  the 

buildings  was  £1,472.  No  tenants  are 
yet  in  occupation. 


Mayo  Piers  and  Harbours. 

Dr.  AMBROSE  (Mayo,  W) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  report 
issued  by  the  county  surveyor  for  County 
Mayo,  at  the  request  of  the  Mayo  County 
^Council,  on  the  condition  of  certain  piers 
and  harbours  along  the  coast,  notably 
those  at  Clare  Island,  Louisburgh,  and 
Mallaranny ;  and  whether,  seeing  that, 
in  order  to  render  them  of  use  to  the 
public,  the  county  surveyor  recommended 
that  certain  improvements  be  effected, 
he  will  see  that  those  improvements  are 
carried  out 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  No,  Sir.  The 
report  has  not  been  forwarded  to  the 
Government.  Until  this  has  been  done  I 
cannot  make  any  observations  upon  it. 


Lung  Grazing  Lands. 

Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  can  state  how  many  houses  have 
been  built,  and  how  many  farms  have 
been  formed  out  of  the  grazing  lands  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Lung,  adjacent  to 
the  Dillon  Estate ;  what  has  been  the 
cost  of  this  transaction;  what  was  the 
fine  required  from  prospective  tenants  ; 
and  how  many  tenants  have  been  put 
into  occupation  of  these  houses  and 
lands. 


Granard  Union  Nurses. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  1 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  would 
lay  upon  the  Table  the  notes  of  evidence 
taken  by  the  Local  Government  in- 
spector at  the  recent  inquiry  into  the 
nursing  question  at  Granard  Union. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  notes  of 
evidence  taken  at  this  inquiry  form  a 
very  voluminous  document  extending 
to  200  pages.  The  cost  of  printing  the 
notes  would  be  considerable,  and  there 
does  not  appear  to  be  any  special  reason 
for  incurring  the  expense,  the  more 
especially  as  the  notes  have  already  been 
forwarded  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  the  local  authority.  If,  how- 
ever, the  hon.  Member  desires  a  copy  of 
the  notes  I  will  direct  that  one  be  for- 
warded him. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  shall  be  much 
obliged  for  them. 

Boyle  Waterworks  Loan. 

Mr.  TULLY :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre 
tary  to  the  Treasury  whether  the  Board 
of  Works  can  state  when  they  received 
from  the  Local  Government  Board  their 
sanction  of  a  loan  to  the  Boyle  No.  1 
District  Council  for  the  construction  of 
waterworks  in  Boyle ;  and  can  he  explain 
the  delay  that  has  arisen  in  the  issuing 
of  this  loan. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Elliot,  Durham) : 
The  delay  was  caused  by  the  fact  that 
the  Rural  Council  did  not  reply  till  the 
16th  June  to  a  letter  from  the  Board  of 
Works  of  the  18th  May  making  inquiry 
on  an  essential  point.  So  far  as  tho 
Board  of  Works  is  concerned  the  caso 
has  been  exceptionally  hastened,  having 
been  specially  submitted  for  Treasury 
sanction. 

Mr.  KILBRIDE  (Kildare,  &) :  Who 
is  the  Chairman  of  the  Rural  District 
Council  ? 


29 


Questions. 


{8  July  1903} 


Questions. 


30 


Mb.  ELLIOT  :  I  cannot  say  without 
notice. 

MR.  TULLY :  Is  he  removable  ? 

No  answer  was  returned 

Irish  Income  Tax  Appeals. 
Mr.  FIELD :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  is  | 
aware  that  in  several  cases  of  appeals  last 
year  at  the  Custom  House,  Dublin,  to  the 
income  Tax  Commissioners  in  Ireland, 
they  refused  to  go  into  cases  in  which  the 
Returns  had  not  been  previously  furnished, 
hut  confirmed  the  assessment  without 
inquiry  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  issue 
instructions  to  ensure  that  appeals  shall 
be  heard  in  the  absence  of  previous 
Returns  in  future  in  Ireland  as  well  as  in 
Great  Britain. 

♦Mr.  RITCHIE :  The  meaning  of  the 
hon.  Member's  Question  is  not  clear.  If 
by  "Returns,"  he  means  "Returns  for 
Assessment "  (Form  No.  11),  the  Special 
Commissioners  never  refuse  to  go  into 
cases  on  appeal,  on  the  ground  that  such 
"Return  had  not  been  made  by  an 
appellant.  If  by  "Returns,"  he  means 
the  Accounts  necessary  to  enable  the 
Special  Commissioners  to  ascertain  the  I 
correct  liability,  those  accounts  should  be 
supplied  prior  to  the  hearing  of  the 
appeal  at  the  date  and  in  the  form  re- 
quired by  the  precept  issued  to  the 
appellants  in  such  cases.  The  law  and 
the  practice  in  regard  to  these  points  are 
the  same  in  Ireland  as  in  Great  Britain. 

Irish  Motor-Oar  Race— Breakdown  of 
Telegraphic  Arrangements. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  fact  that  it  took  four  hours  to  send 
a  telegram  from  the  scene  of  the  auto- 
mobile race  to  London  ;  and,  if  so,  will 
he  state  whether  any  special  arrange- 
ments had  been  made  by  the  Dublin 
office  to  provide  extra  clerks  for 
despatches,  Press  and  otherwise,  on  this 
occasion;  whether  there  is  any  break- 
down in  the  cable  connecting  the  two 
countries;  and  what  steps  he  intends 
taking  to  prevent  such  delay. 


for  dealing  with  the  telegraphic  traffic 
on  the  occasion  of  the  automobile  race, 
but  I  much  regret  to  find  that  serious 
delay  occurred  in  the  transmission  of 
telegrams  between  Ballyshannon  and 
London.     I  am  investigating  the  cause. 

2rish  Telegraphic  Delays 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  to  explain  the 
cause  of  delay  in  the  delivery  of  tele- 
grams between  London  and  Dublin,  and 
London  and  parts  of  rural  Ireland; 
whether  he  can  explain  how  it  was  that 
on  Tuesday,  30th  June,  a  telegram  sent 
from  Churton  Street,  London,  to  Long 
ford  at  11  a.m.  was  not  delivered  till 
3  p.m.,  whereas  a  later  telegram  sent 
from  Fleet  Street  at  1.30  p.m.  was 
delivered  to  same  address  half-an-hour 
before  the  other  wire  was  received  there ; 
will  he  state  is  the  delay  due  to 
mechanical  difficulties  or  breakdowns,  or 
due  to  atmospheric  conditions,  and  what 
steps  he  proposes  to  take  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
am  having  special  inquiry  made  with 
regard  to  the  transmission  of  telegrams 
between  Ireland  and  London,  but  I  may 
say  at  once  that  there  does  not  appear 
to  be  anything  like  the  delay  which  the 
Question  of  the  hon.  Member  implies. 
The  only  telegram  answering  his  descrip- 
tion which  can  be  traced  as  having  been 
handed  in  at  Churton  Street  on  the 
30th  ultimo  was  handed  in  at  11.26, 
and  reached  Longford  at  12.8.  If  the 
I  hon.  Member  is  satisfied  that  its  delivery 
j  was  delayed  for  three  hours  at  Longford, 
I  shall  be  glad  if  he  will  supply  me  with 
all  the  information  in  his  .possession,  so 
that  I  may  make  full  inquiry  into  the 
circumstances. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  :  I  will  do  so. 

Irish  Gold  Ornaments— Gift  to  the  Irish 
Academy. 

Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Wexford, 
|N.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  if  be  will  state  how  the  case 
stands  in  the  matter  of  the  Irish  gold 
ornaments,  and  whether  they  are  likely 
soon  to  be  transferred  to  Ireland. 


The  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Mr.  Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  beg 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Worcestershire,  also  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
JL) :    Special  arrangements  were  made  |  sury   whether,  in  view   of  Mr.   Justice 
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FarweU's  declaration  that  the  Celtic 
ornaments  in  the  British  Museum  are  the 
property  of  the  Crown,  arrangements 
will  now  be  made  to  have  them  placed  in 
the  Dublin  Museum. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  These  gold 
ornaments  have  been  declared  by  the 
judgment  of  Mr.  Justice  Farwell  to  be 
treasure  trove,  and  therefore  the  property 
of  the  Crown.  In  these  circumstances, 
His  Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased 
to  express  the  wish  that  they  should  be 
presented  as  a  free  gift  to  the  treasurer 
of  the  Irish  Academy,  and  His  Majesty's 
Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  have  ac- 
cordingly given  instructions  that  His 
Majesty  8  wishes  should  be  carried  out. 

Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE :  The  First 
Lord  has  made  an  extremely  satisfactory 
announcement,  which  will  be  received 
with  much  pleasure  in  Ireland.  I  take 
the  opportunity  of  conveying  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  to  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary our  thanks  for  the  attitude  which 
they  have  taken  up.  I  am  sure  their  i 
action  will  be  regarded  with  much  satis-  j 
faction  by  the  Irish  representatives.  May  ; 
I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether 
he  will  arrange  that  these  ornaments  shall 
be  brought  down  to  the  tea-room  of  the 
House,  so  that  hon.  Members  who  have 
no  other  opportunity  may  be  enabled  to 
see  them  1 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  will  consider 
the  point,  but  I  am  not  sure  that  the 
polic}7  which  the  hon.  Baronet  recom- 
mends is  not  rather  a  condemnation  of 
that  which  I  .have  tried  to  promote.  He 
apparently  thinks  that  if  these  ornaments 
once  go  to  Ireland  they  would  be  buried 
from  public  sight. 


Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL : 
some  of  you  to  see  them. 


We  want 


Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :    May  I 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  view  of 
his    gratifying   statement,   whether  the 
transference  of  these  ornaments  to  Ire- 
land does  not  fulfil  the  object  of  the  Bill  ■. 
which  I  introduced  six  years  ago,  and  j 
whether,  in  view  of  that,  the  Government ' 
will,   in    order    to    save   time  and   the  i 
expense  of  lawsuits,  treat  my  future  Bills 
with  more  consideration. 


Mr.  WHITLEY  (Halifax) :  Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  say  how  much  it 
has  cost  the  Treasury  to  decide  to  whom 
these  ornaments  belonged  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  No,  Sir,  I  am 
afraid  I  cannot  answer  that  Question 
without  notice.  In  regard  to  the  Ques- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Clare,  I 
am  afraid  that  I  cannot  carry  in  my  mind 
all  the  legislative  projects  with  which  he 
has  been  associated,  but  I  will  give  the 
matter  my  close  attention. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  It  will 
be  useful  to  the  Government  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  does  so. 

Contempt  of  Court. 

Mr.  OT>OWD  (Sligo,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  and,  if  so,  when,  the  Govern- 
ment will  afford  facilities  for  the  intro- 
duction and  passage  through  this  House 
of  a  Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to 
contempt  of  Court  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  FIELD:  May  I  at  the  same 
time  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  condition  of  the  law  regarding 
imprisonment  for  contempt  of  Court ; 
and  whether  the  Government  will  con- 
sider the  necessity  of  bringing  in  a  Bill 
to  regulate  and  define  the  powers  to  be 
exercised  by  a  Judge  in  such  cases. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  do  not  make 
any  assertions  as  to  the  law  on  this  subject 
being  perfect  in  its  present  state,  but  I  can- 
not promise  to  introduce  legislation  on  the 
subject  in  the  course  of  the  present  session. 

Terminable  Leaseholds. 

Mr.  FIELD :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he  will 
arrange  to  afford  an  opportunity  for 
the  discussion  of  a  measure  proposing 
to  remedy  the  defects  and  powers  exist- 
ing under  the  present  terminable  lease- 
hold system  of  tenure  if  a  Bill  dealing 
with  this  subject  is  introduced  by  a 
private  Member. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  regret  1 
cannot  encourage  the  idea  of  oppor- 
tunity being  found  for  the  discussion  of 
a  private  Member's  Bill  at  this  period  of 
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the  session,  and  even  if  I  were  not  barred 
by  that  consideration  I  could  not  give 
an  answer  in  respect  of  a  Bill  which  I 
have  not  yet  had  the  advantage  of 
seeing. 

Mb.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.) :  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  not  aware  that 
a  Bill  dealing  with  this  subject  has  been 
introduced  for  the  last  ten  years  ? 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. 
Dr.  MACNAMAKA:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether 
he  can  now  fix  the  date  for  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Bill  to  deal  with  certain 
matters  affecting  the  housing  of  the 
working  classes. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  cannot  fix 
a  date  for  the  introduction  of  the  Bill 
to  deal  with  certain  matters  affecting 
the  housing  of  the  working  classes,  but 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  will  very 
shortly  bring  the  measure  in. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  As  there  have  been 
several  changes  during  the  last  two 
days  perhaps  the  Leader  of  the  House 
will  say  now  what  business  will  be 
taken  in  the  next  few  days. 

MR.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Education 
Estimates  will  be  taken  to-morrow,  and 
the  Scottish  Licensing  Bill  on  Friday. 
On  Monday  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Naval  Works  Bill  will  be  taken,  followed 
by  the  Scottish  Licensing  Bill,  if  that 
measure  is  not  concluded  on  Friday. 
On  Tuesday,  the  London  Education  Bill 
will  be  taken. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  i 
May  I  point  out  that  the  Scottish  Licens- 
ing Bill,  as  amended  in  the  Standing 
Committee,  has  only  been  delivered  to 
hon.  Members  this  morning.  It  is  an 
elaborate  Bill,  or  rather  an  amalgama- 
tion of  two  Bills  that  have  been  greatly 
changed,  and  the  public  of  Scotland 
will  have  no  opportunity  of  informing 
Members  of  the  views  held  in  that 
country  upon  it,  if  the  measure  is  taken 
on  Friday.  I  do  not  wish  to  put  any 
impediment  in  the  way  of  the  Bill,  but 
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the   right  hon.    Gentleman    will  see  it 
fcan  only  go  down  to  Scotland  to-night. 

Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.) :  Will 
the  Sugar  Convention  Bill  be  taken  next 
week? 

MR.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  think  it  is 
very  improbable  that  the  Sugar  Con- 
vention Bill  will  be  taken  next  week ; 
in  any  case  not  in  the  earlier  part  of 
the  week.  As  regards  the  question  of. 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition,  I  appreciate  his  point, 
but  it  is  extremely  difficult,  I  am  afraid, 
in  the  general  position  of  business  to 
say  what  we  can  substitute  for  the 
Scottish  Bill  on  Friday.  I  am  quite 
willing,  however,  to  consider  the  matter. 

Sir  H.  CAAfPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
The  Bill  is  exciting  great  interest  in 
Scotland,  and  it  is  only  fair  that  the 
Scottish  people  should  have  a  chance 
of  seeing  it  in  its  amended  form  before 
I  we  further  deal  with  it.  What  will  be 
taken  after  the  Education  Vote  on 
Thursday  1 

MR.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Civil  Service 
Estimates,  Class  2,  Scotch  Votes. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
Molton) :  Will  the  South  African  Loan 
and  War  Contribution  Bill  be  taken 
to-night  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
May  I  ask  whether  in  the  event  of  the 
Irish  Land  Bill  passing  through  Com- 
mittee to-night,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
can  say  when  the  Report  stage  will  be 
taken  ?  We  all  recognise  that  a  reason- 
able interval  is  necessary,  but  it  is  right 
to  say  that  there  is  a  very  strong  feeling 
on  the  Irish  benches  that  there  ought 
to  be  no  long  delay,  and  that  the  Report 
stage  ought  to  be  taken  as  soon  as 
possible,  so  that  the  measure  can  go  to 
the  House  of  Lords  at  the  earliest  possible 
date. 

MR.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  cannot  gi\& 
any  pledge  to  the  hon.  Member,  but  of 
course  I  will  bear  in  mind  any  considera- 
tions which  he  may  bring  before  me. 

MR.  JOHN  REDMOND :  I  will  re- 
peat my  Question  in  a  couple  of  days. 
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AGED  PENSIONERS  BILL. 
Ordered,  That  the  Old  Age  Pensions 
(Friendly  Societies)  Bill  of  Session  1898 ; 
the  Old  Age  Provident  Pensions  Bill  of 
Session  1900 ;  the  Old  Age  Pensions 
(No.  3)  Bill ;  Old  Age  Pensions  (No.  4) 
Bill ;  and  Old  Age  Pensions  (No.  5)  Bill 
of  Session  1901 ;  and  the  Ola  Age  Pen- 
sions Bill ;  Aged  Pensioners  (No.  2)  Bill ; 
and  Cottage  Homes  Bill  of  the  present 
session,  be  referred  to  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  Aged  Pensioners  Bill. — 
(Mr.  Grant  Lawson.) 

IRISH  LAND  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 
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(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowthbr  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  82. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  37,  line  15,  to  leave  oat  the  words 
(other  than  domestic  or  menial  servant). ' " — 
(Mr.  Tully.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.)  said  that 
since  he  had  put  down  this  Amendment 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  brought  forward  a  new 
clause  which  went  far  in  the  direction  of 
helping  the  labourers.  What  he  desired 
to  secure  was  that  when  an  estate  was  for 
sale  the  Land  Commissioners  should 
among  other  things  inquire  as  to  the 
necessity  for  housing  the  labourers. 
Under  the  circumstances  he  would  not 
press  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Me.  TULLY  said  that  with  regard  to 
the  next  Amendment  standing  in  his 
name,  the  object  was  to  ascertain  if  there 
was  power  to  build  cottages  for  labourers 
in  towns  which  were  not  urban  districts, 
and  for  labourers  living  on  the  outskirts 
of  towns.  This  was  a  matter  of  some 
importance.  In  some  cases  the  free  grant 
from  the  Exchequer  had  been  accumulat- 
ing for  some  years.  In  Roscommon,  the 
annual    grant    was   J&837,    in    Leitrim, 


£445,  in  Longford,  £276,  in  Sligo,  £657, 
and  in  Mayo,  £944.  His  contention  was, 
that  the  labourers  living  on  the  outskirts 
of  these  towns  should  not  be  deprived  of 
the  right  of  getting  cottages. 

Amendment,  proposed — 

"  In  page  37,  line  15,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  '  town  under  the  Towns  Improvement 
(Ireland)  Act,  1854,  or  a.'  In  page  37,  line  16, 
after  the  word  '  rural '  to  insert  the  words  '  or 
urban.'  In  page  37,  line  16,  after  the  word 
'district/  to  insert  the  word  '  or  in  an  urban 
district  with  a  population  of  lees  than  5,000 
at  the  last  census,  and."— (Mr.  Tully.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.)  said  the  Acts  did  not  apply  to 
urban  districts. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) 
said  there  was  nothing  in  this  Bill  which 
would  make  anything  like  a  settlement 
of  the  labourers  question. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  hon.  Member  is  not  entitled  to 
discuss  the  clause  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  it  was  not 
his  intention  to  do  that.  All  he  wished 
to  do  was  to  ask  whether  it  was 
intended  under  the  circumstances  to  go 
on  with  the  labourers'  clauses  in  the 
Bill? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  said 
he  had  at  an  earlier  stage  of  the 
discussion,  made  a  statement  on  this 
very  important  question.  He  did  not 
say  that  these  clauses  were  a  satisfactory 
settlement  of  the  labourers  question, 
which  must  hereafter  be  dealt  with. 
Not  only  was  it  a  large  and  complicated 
question,  dependent  on  finance,  local 
government  and  other  questions,  but 
alternative  methods  of  dealing  with  it 
were  recommended  by  different  sections 
of  the  House.  He  had  therefore  come, 
with  the  greatest  regret,  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  wouldnot  be  possible  to 
deal  with  the  subject,  as  it  should  be 
dealt  with,  in  this  Bill.  It  was,  however, 
desirable  to  retain  the  labourers1  clauses, 
as  they  were  of  some  value. 
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Mr.  TULLY  said  that  in  asking  leave 
to  withdraw  his  three  Amendments  he 
must  point  out  that  the  Inspectors  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  took  a 
different  view  of  the  law  from  that 
stated  by  the  Attorney-General. 

Amendments,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  O'SHEE  (Waterford,  W.)  moved 
to  leave  out  two  restrictions  in  the 
clause — namely,  that  the  term  "agri- 
cultural labourer"  should  not  include 
any  person  working  for  hire  whose 
wages  did  not  exceed  2s.  6d.  a  day,  and 
who  was  in  occupation  of  land  exceeding 
one  quarter  of  an  acre.  He  believed 
that  no  fewer  than  15,000  houses  had 
been  built  under  these  Acts,  and  of 
these  4,000  at  least  were  held  by  persons 
who  occupied  more  than  a  quarter  of  an 
acre  of  land.  If  this  restriction  were 
insisted  upon  the  District  Councils  would 
have  to  remove  a  large  number  of 
labourers  from  the  occupation  of  the 
cottages. 

Amendment  proposed— 

"In  page  37,  line  16,  to  leave  out  from  the 
words  'district'  to  end  of  clause." — {Mr. 
a  Shu.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  this 
was  a  complete  definition.  It  was  only  a 
supplementary  one  and  would  not  affect 
those  now  held  to  be  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  the  Act. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Time  should  not 
be  taken  up  with  absurdities  of  this 
kind 

MR.  O'SHEE  retorted  that  a  good 
deal  of  time  was  wasted  the  other  day 
by  the  absurd  speeches  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member,  and  again  last  night  as 
to  whether  £500  should  be  given  to  a 
certain  Commissioner,  and  as  to  the 
procedure  in  a  Court  in  which  he 
practised,  but  of  which  he  appeared  to 
be  ignorant.  Was  he  to  take  it  that 
labourers  now  entitled  to  the  benefits  of 
the  Act  would  not  be  excluded  by  reason 
of  this  definition  ? 


Mr.  ATKINSON :  They  will  not. 


Mr.  O'SHEE  hoped  it  would  be  made 
perfectly  clear.  The  clause  did  not  to  his 
mind  state  that  with  sufficient  clearness. 
He  thought  that  it  ought  to  be  made 
perfectly  clear  that  this  was  an  addition 
and  not  an  exclusion  in  the  case  of  any 
labourer  who  had  obtained,  or  would  be 
entitled  to  obtain,  a  cottage  and  land 
under  the  Labourers  Acts  as  they 
now  are.  The  incorporation  of  the 
amount  of  wages  he  thought  was 
a  mistake.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
he  did  not  know  whether  the 
28.  6d.  mentioned  meant  2g.  6d.  for 
every  day  in  the  year,  or  whether  it 
meant  an  average  daily  wage  of  2s.  6d. ; 
if  it  did  not  mean  that  they  would  cer- 
tainly have  many  men  excluded  from 
the  operation  of  this  clause,  because 
although  in  harvest  time  many  men 
earned  more  than  2s.  6d.  a  day,  in  other 
times  they  did  not  earn  so  much. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  words  would  be 
introduced  to  show  that  it  was  the 
average  daily  wage  that  was  intended. 

Mr.  O'SHEE  said  that  would  satisfy 
him  so  far  as  the  agricultural  labourers 
were  concerned,  but  the  case  of  rural 
tradesmen  was  not  met  by  this  pro 
vision,  and  he  therefore  thought  that 
the  limit  should  be  extended  so  far  as 
they  were  concerned  to  3s.  6d.  a  day  ; 
that  would  cover  the  case  of  the  rural 
tradesmen,  and  unless  that  were  done 
he  should  suggest  that  the  whole  of 
the  restriction  should   be   left  out. 

♦Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  (Antrim,  S.) 
said  the  position  of  those  who,  like 
himself,  had  a  large  number  of  labourers 
in  their  constituencies  was  most 
unsatisfactory,  and  he  would  like  to  know 
how  the  Chief  Secretary  intended  to  deal 
with  this  matter.  He  did  not  wish  to 
waste  the  time  of  the  Committee  by  dis- 
cussing an  Amendment  which  would  not 
be  accepted,  but  it  was  important  that  the 
labourers  question  should  be  settled,  and 
he  asked  whether  the  subject  would  be 
dealt  with  by  further  legislation,  and 
whether  the  Chief  Secretary  would  give 
an  undertaking  to  introduce  such  legis- 
lation early  next  session. 
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Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  was  of 
opinion  that  a  Labourers  Bill  must  be 
passed,  and  he  would  devote  part  of  the 
autumn  to  considering  this  subject.  It 
would  be  a  mistake  to  deal  piecemeal  with 
the  question.  He  therefore  asked  that 
this  Amendment  should  be  postponed. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  County,  N.) 
said  the  labourers  had  been  expecting 
that  their  case  would  be  dealt  with  in 
any  Bill  relating  to  the  distribution  of 
land  in  Ireland.  He  felt  that  certain 
clauses  which  would  carry  out  the  views 
of  the  labourers  ought  to  be  proposed, 
but,  after  the  Chief  Secretary's  statement, 
he  supposed  it  would  be  useless  to  pro- 
pose these  clauses. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  (Armagh, 
S.)  said  it  would  be  satisfactory  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  give  an 
assurance  that  a  Labourers'  Bill  would 
be  brought  forward  and  pressed  through 
the  House  next  session.  In  many  cases 
the  labourers  were  a  defenceless  class. 
Their  position  in  the  North  was  probably 
worse  than  in  the  South.  If  a  labourer, 
living  in  a  hovel  not  fit  for  a  pig, 
petitioned  to  have  a  house  built,  he 
would  be  instantly  turned  off  the  farm ; 
consequently,  however  much  the  Irish 
tenants  disliked  the  Irish  landlords,  the 
labourers  disliked  the  tenants  more. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  (Cork) 
expressed  his  gratification  that  these 
clauses  were  in  no  way  to  be  regarded 
as  a  settlement  of  the  question.  It  was 
well  to  remember  that  this  question  was 
of  tremendous  importance  for  the  future 
p^ace  of  Ireland,  and  an  hour  or  two 
was  by  no  means  wasted  if  spent  in 
coming  to  some  sort  of  understanding 
with  regard  to  it.  He  joined  in  pressing 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  give  an 
assurance  that  a  separate  Labourers  Bill 
would  form  the  principal  part  of  the 
Irish  business  of  next  session  if  he  was 
then  in  office.  The  new  clause  was 
excellent  so  far  as  it  went,  but  the 
frightful  stream  of  emigration  of  agri- 
cultural labourers  would  never  be 
stopped  until  the  labourers  were  placed 
in  the  same  favourable  position  as  the 
small  holders  of  the  West  hoped  to  be  in 
under  the  present  Bill.  The  two  classes 
were  really  one,  and  deserved  the  same 


treatment.  They  both  lived  principally 
by  wages,  and  the  labourers  once  possessed 
land  from  which  they  were  driven  into 
the  present  wretched  hovels  by  eviction, 
or  famine.  Except  for  a  few  weeks  in 
spring  and  harvest-time,  the  wages  were 
not  sufficient  to  counteract  the  tempta- 
tion of  a  passage  across  the  Atlantic, 
and  the  result  was  that  practically  the 
whole  of  the  vi  ;orous  young  labouring 
population  of  the  South  was  emigrating. 
If  that  emigration  was  to  be  checked 
the  promised  Labourers  Bill  would  have 
to  go  much  further  than  any  of  the 
existing  Labourers  Acts.  These  men 
would  have  to  be  given  some  opening 
on  the  land,  so  that  they  could  marry 
and  settle  down  with  better  prospects 
than  they  had  at  present.  It  always 
seemed  to  be  one  of  the  little  ironies  of 
life  that,  whereas  in  England  a  premium 
would  almost  be  given  to  people  to  live 
on  the  land,  it  was  rendered  almost 
ible    for    the    small     farmer    01 


im_ 

labourer  in  Ireland,  whose  predominant 
passion  was  to  possess  some  land,  to  do 
so.  He  hoped  that  as  soon  as  the 
pressure  of  the  present  Bill  was  over 
the  Chief  Secretary  would  apply  himself 
to  this  question  with  as  much  success 
as  he  had  undoubtedly  done  in  regard 
to  the  Western  question,  and  that  he 
would  see  whether  something  could  not 
be  done  in  the  direction  he  had  indicated 
in  order  to  keep  the  labouring  popula- 
tion at  home.  He  believed  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  find  the  difficulty 
was  not  want  of  land,  because  in  all  the 
southern  and  central  counties  there 
could  be  bought,  without  inflicting 
injustice  upon  anybody,  plenty  of  land 
which  would  afford  comfortable  homes- 
for  double  the  present  population. 

MR.CREAN(CorkCo.,  S.E.)  urgedthat 
the  limit  of  2s.  6d.  should  be  increased 
to  3s.  Many  labourers  got  as  much  as 
48.  per  day  for  two  or  three  weeks,  while 
their  average  for  the  whole  year  would 
be  only  2s.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  make  the  amount  3s.  he  would 
go  a  long  way  towards  meeting  the  views 
of  the  Irish  Members  on  the  point. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  (Cork Co.,  Mid),  while 
appreciating  the  promise  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  introduce  a  Labourers- 
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Bill  next  year,  thought  it  would  be  a 
misfortune  if  the  present  measure  were 
allowed  to  pass  without  dealing  with 
the  question  to  as  large  an  extent 
*■  possible.  Great  dissatisfaction  would 
be  felt  among  the  labouring  classes 
if  their  moderate  and  just  claims 
were  not  in  some  way  considered,  and 
he  urged  that,  at  any  rate,  the  2s.  6d. 
limit  should  be  increased  to  3s.  He 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
make  an  explicit  statement  as  to  when 
he  intended  to  introduce  the  Labourers 
KB. 


Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork  Co.,  N.)  was  greatly 
disappointed  at  the  announcement  that 
ao  scheme  for  dealing  with  this  question 
was  to  be  included  in  the  present  Bill. 
A  measure  was  promised  for  next  year, 
but,  with  all  his  good  intentions,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  might  not  then 
be  in  the  position  he  now  occupied.  A 
bird  in  the  hand  was  worth  two  in  the 
bash,  and  a  future  Chief  Secretary 
might  not  feel  himself  bound  by  the 
pledges  of  his  predecessor.  It  would 
have  been  extremely  easy  for  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  or  his  advisers  to  have 
drafted  a  clause  enlarging  the  powers  of 
the  local  bodies,  and  'facilitating  the 
operation  by  which  a  labourer  could  get 
a  decent  cottage,  and  he  was  very  sorry 
that  nothing  of  the  sort  had  been  done. 


Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  said  he  under- 
stood that  the  2s.  6d.  limit  applied  to 
country  workers  and  men  who  were  not 
really  agricultural  workers.  He  could 
not  accept  the  view  taken  by  the  Member 
for  Cork  when  he  said  that  the  average 
earnings  of  an  agricultural  labourer 
amounted  to  3s.  a  day,  for  he  never 
came  across  such  a  specimen.  The 
question  was  not  a  very  large  one, 
but  it  was,  nevertheless,  important, 
because,  if  they  excluded  these  men  from 
all  chance  of  getting  better  houses,  they 
would  be  simply  compelling  them  to 
live  in  hovels  in  towns  and  wretched 
little  villages  where  accommodation  for 
them  was  bad,  and  where  they  would 
have  to  walk  great  distances  to  their  I 
work.  The  limit  should  be  raised  to 
some  reasonable  point,  or  else  done  away 
with  altogether. 


Mr.  KILBRIDE  (Kildare,S.)  contended 
that  if  they  maintained  this  limit  many 
of  those  men  who  desired  to  reside  in 
country  districts  would  be  prevented 
from  doing  so.  The  village  rate  of 
wages  for  carpenters  or  masons  was 
considerably  more  than  this  limit,  and 
therefore  they  would  be  excluded.  Upon 
these  grounds  he  pressed  upon  the 
Chief  Secretary  the  necessity  of  at  least 
raising  the  limit  to  3s.  6d.  or  4s.  per 
day.  By  doing  that  he  would  be  in- 
cluding to  a  larger  extent  the  very 
class  that  he  was  endeavouring  to  bring 
under  the  Labourers  Acts  who  were  now 
excluded  by  the  definition  of  "labourer" 
in  the  Labourers  Acts.  He  had  great 
pleasure  in  supporting  the  Amendment 
of  his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  West 
Waterford.  He  hoped  that  if  the  Chief 
Secretary  could  not  agree  to  exclude  the 
limit  altogether  he  would  at  least  consent 
to  raise  it  to  3s.  6d.  or  4s. 

Mr.  CULLINAN  (Tipperary,  S.)  said 
that  as  one  who  had  had  a  good  deal  of 
experience  of  the  working  of  the  Labourers 
Acts  he  must  say  that  this  limitation  would 
be  very  detrimental.  Instead  of  imposing 
more  restrictions  they  ought  to  give  more 
latitude  to  encourage  the  authorities  to 
be  more  generous  upon  this  question 
In  many  districts  they  had  a  great 
number  of  artisans  who  were  not  able 
to  get  employment  the  whole  year 
round.  Those  men  were  earning  more 
than  2s.  6d.  a  day,  and  if  they  meant 
to  bring  them  under  the  scope  of  the 
Labourers  Acts  they  should  increase  the 
2s.  6d.  limit  to  at  least  4s.  He  strongly 
urged  the  Chief  Secretary  to  accept  the 
general  view  expressed  by  hon.  Members 
from  Ireland  upon  this  subject. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  assured  the  Com- 
mittee that  he  was  quite  aware  of  the 
importance  of  this  question,  but  he  was 
not  prepared  to  make  any  change  in 
regard  to  this  problem  at  present,  which 
involved  many  fiscal  elements.  He  was 
not  prepared  to  accept  Amendments 
without  examination  as  to  the  ultimate 
fiscal  bearing  of  such  proposals,  and  it 
was  not  in  his  power  to  do  so.  He  was 
not  in  a  position  at  the  present  time  to 
deal  with  this  question  on  a  larger  scale 
than  that  which  now  appeared  in  the 
Bill.     In   this  clause  he  had  only  tried 
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to  do  what  could  be  done  whilst  they 
were  passing  the  Land  Bill,  and  he  had 
not  attempted  to  deal  with  the  labourers' 
question  because  time  did  not  permit. 
There  was  not  time  this  session  either 
for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  or 
for  himself  to  take  up  another  great 
question.  He  agreed  that  it  was  an 
important  subject,  but  he  was  not  in  a 
position  to  deal  with  it  now.  He  would 
undertake  to  give  the  matter  his  con- 
sideration during  the  autumn. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  there  was  an 
Amendment  on  the  Paper  in  the  name  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Cork  which 
would  not  take  the  Committee  one 
minute  to  adopt.  There  was  no  objection 
ta^en  to  it,  and  why  on  earth  the 
Government  could  not  agree  to  it  he 
could  not  understand. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) 
said  he  was  glad  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
not  complained  that  the  debate  on  this  point 
had  taken  up  some  time,  and  he  was  glad  also 
that  he  had  recognised  the  importance  of 
this  question.  There  would  be  the  most 
widespread  disappointment  at  this  Bill 
going  through  without  valuable  clauses 
dealing  with  the  labourers'  question. 
While  he  admitted  that  there  was  a 
difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  question 
at  this  period  of  the  session,  he  must 
express  his  deep  regret  that  this  Bill 
was  not  brought  on  earlier,  in  which 
case  it  would  have  been  possible  to  have 
devoted  sufficient  time  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  labourers  question  to  have 
enabled  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
make  some  valuable  improvements  in  the 
law.  He  admitted  that  under  existing 
circumstances  it  was  difficult  for  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  afford  sufficient 
time  to  deal  thoroughly  with  this 
question.  The  only  satisfaction  they 
had  was  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  most  candidly  admitted  that  these 
clauses  did  not  attempt  a  settlement  of 
the  labourers'  question,  and  he  had 
promised  to  devote  himself  to  the  matter 
during  the  autumn;  and  he  took  that 
to  include  a  promise  to  introduce  next 
session  a  Bill  to  give  effect  to  the  result 
of  his  consideration  of  the  subject  during 
the  autumn.  Mere  inquiry  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  without  the  assurance 
that  he  would  legislate  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment  would  be  ofsyery  little 

Mr.  JFyndhum. 


value.  There  would  certainly  be  the 
gravest  dissatisfaction  and  disappoint- 
ment  amongst  the  labourers  all  through 
the  country  who  had  been  looking; 
forward  to  this  Bill  to  obtain  some  of 
their  rights.  Of  course,  they  could  not 
press  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  turn 
this  Bill  into  a  comprehensive  Labourers* 
Bill,  and  they  must  be  satisfied  with  the 
assurance  he  had  given  and  press  upon 
him  the  necessity  of  accepting  one  or  two* 
of  the  Amendments  which  had  been 
alluded  to.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Louth  had  alluded  to  one 
Amendment,  and  there  were  others  on> 
the  Paper  of  a  similar  character.  With- 
out embarrassing  himself  or  occupying: 
too  much  time  the  Chief  Secretary  might 
at  least  make  the  clauses  he  was  proposing, 
as  workable  as  possible.  They  admitted 
that  he  could  not  turn  this  into  a. 
complete  Labourers  Bill,  but  if  he 
would  meet  the  points  raised  in  the 
Amendments  they  would  accept  the 
inevitable  and  trust  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  after  consideration,  introduc- 
ing a  comprehensive  and  satisfactory 
Bill  doing  full  justice  to  the  labourers. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  the  effect  of 
the  Amendment  upon  which  they  wer* 
now  engaged  would  be  to  alter  the 
money  standard.  That  would  bring  in 
a  number  of  other  persons — he  did  not 
know  how  many — but  he  could  not  do- 
that  because  the  Labourers  Acts  rested 
upon  the  financial  foundations  of  the 
rest  of  the  Bill.  It  was  not  within  his- 
power  as  a  Minister  to  embark  upon  an 
extension  of  policy  which  involved 
unmeasured  fiscal  burdens.  He  was 
willing  to  accept  smalt  Amendments 
here  and  there  which  would  not  add  to- 
the  fiscal  charges  of  the  Bill.  The 
Amendment  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Louth  asked  him  to  accept 
would  change  the  character  of  the  Bill 
considerably. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.)  said 
Clause  82  would  really  impose  restric- 
tions which  did  not  exist  at  present 
under  the  Labourers  Acts.  From  that 
point  of  view  would  not  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  accept  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Waterford  ? 
The  whole  prospects  of  the  labourers 
were  rather  damnified  than   otherwise 
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by  the  proposals  in  the  Bill.  While  he 
was  glad  to  hear  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  propose  a  Bill  in  the 
next  session  of  Parliament  dealing  with 
the  question  of  the  labourers  he  felt 
bound  to  enter  his  strongest  protest 
against  the  refusal  of  the  small  and 
reasonable  Amendment  proposed  by  his 
hon.  friend.  The  Chief  Secretary  seemed 
to  think  that  under  the  law  as  it  stood 
the  labourers  were  being  dealt  with  at 
the  rate  of  hundreds  per  month.  That 
was  not  the  case,  for  it  took  years  to  get 
a  small  scheme  through.  The  acceptance 
of  this  Amendment  would  not  interfere 
with  the  financial  arrangements  of  the 
Bill,  and  the  whole  question  would  be 
left  open  to  be  dealt  with  next  year. 

Mr.  MURPHY  (Kerry,  R)  said  that 
all  interested  in  the  labourers  must  feel 
grievously  disappointed.  He  could  not 
understand  why  in  dealing  with  the 
land  question  they  should  not  at  the 
same  time  deal  with  the  agricultural 
labourers.  The  land  agitation  was  due 
primarily  to  the  condition  of  the  con- 
gested districts  and  the  condition  of  the 
agricultural  labourers,  and  now  they 
found  that  the  Chief  Secretary  stated  that 
he  had  not  had  time  to  deal  with  the 
question  of  the  labourers  in  a  full  and 
efficient  manner.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  promised  to  consider  the 
question.  He  hoped  hon.  Members 
would  not  think  that  any  promise  had 
been  made  to  bring  in  a  Bill  next  year. 
IJven  if  there  was  such  a  promise  he  felt 
a  difficulty  in  relying  upon  it  in  view  of 
what  might  happen  in  the  meantime. 
The  Chief  Secretary  might  be  Prime 
Minister,  or  the  extraordinary  trade 
wind  which  was  blowing  might  waft 
him  and  his  Party  on  to  the  Opposition 
side  of  the  House.  He  could  not  under- 
stand why  reasonable  provision  should 
not  be  made  for  the  labourers  now.  One 
of  the  difficulties  hitherto  in  dealing 
with  them  was  that  the  Acts  were 
administered  by  the  Local  Government 
Board.  There  wore  substantial  sums 
remaining  to  the  credit  of  many  counties 
at  present,  and,  as  the  hon.  Member 
for  Louth  had  pointed  out,*  there  was 
not  the  least  possible  chance  that  hou  es 
would  be  built  in  six  weeks  or  six 
months.  He  should  like  to  see  a 
provision  inserted  in  the  Bill  giving  to 


every  honest  working  man  in  the 
country  an  oportunity  of  securing  a 
house  if  he  had  not  already  a  suitable 
one.  If  they  allowed  the  limit  in  the 
Bill  to  stand  at  2s.  6d.  the  result  would 
be  that  practically  every  labourer  in 
County  Kerry  would  be  excluded, 
because  during  the  harvest  season 
their  wages  were  3s.  a  day.  He 
thought  they  should  have  a  definite 
promise  from  the  Chief  Secretary  that 
provisions  would  be  introduced  dealing 
with  the  question  of  the  labourers. 
They  ought  also  to  have  a  promise  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  his  in- 
spectors would  not  impede  the  progress 
of  schemes  which  were  at  present  being 
carried  out. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.)  said  the 
clause  provided — 

"  The  expression  '  agricultural  labourer '  in 
the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts,  1883  to  1896,  and 
this  Act  shall  include  any  person  (other  than 
a  domestic  or  a  menial  servant)  working  for 
hire  in  a  rural  district  whose  wages  do  not 
exceed  2b.  6d.  a  day,  and  who  is  not  in  occupa- 
tion of  land  exceeding  one  quarter  of  an  acre.' " 

What  was  the  nature  of  the  employment 
from  which  that  wage  was  to  be  derived. 
When  an  inquiry  was  held  a  question 
might  arise  as  to  what  was  the  average 
wage.  There  were  many  districts  in 
Ireland  where  artisans  were  hired  at  so 
much  per  day  including  food,  and  there 
were  other  districts  where  they  got  a 
fixed  sum  exclusive  of  food.  He  thought 
the  clause  should  provide  that  the 
2s.  6d.  per  day  was  to  be  exclusive  of 
food.  He  urged  that  immediate  action 
should  be  taken  in  dealing  with  the 
labourers,  because  unless  strong  induce- 
ments were  given  to  them  to  remain  in 
the  country  they  would  leave  in  over- 
whelming numbers. 

Mr.  GORDON  (Londonderry,  S. 
said  this  was  not  a  question  in  which 
only  one  part  of  Ireland  was  interested. 
He  did  not  think  any  part  was  more 
interested  in  it  than  the  North  of  Ireland 
Very  great  disappointment  would  be  felt 
among  the  labourers  in  that  part  of  the 
country  if  nothing  adequate  was  done 
for  them  in  this  measure.  He  had 
received  resolutions  passed  by  associa- 
tions of  working  men  asking  him  to 
support  their  views,  and  therefore  he  w&o 
compelled  to  enter  his  protest  on  their 
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behalf  that  their  position  had  not  been 
adequately  recognised.  He  could  only 
hope  that  performance  would  follow  the 
promise,  and  that  something  adequate 
would  be  done  next  year. 

Mr.  CULLINAN  said  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary had  referred  to  the  financial  burden 
which  this  proposal  would  involve.  He 
did  not  think  there  would  be  any 
greater  financial  burden  because  they 
had  the  security  that  the  union  rate 
should  not  exceed  Is.  in  the  £. 

Mr.  O'SHEE  suggested  that  the 
clause  should  provide  that  the  average  I 
daily  wage  of  2s.  6d.  should  be  reckoned 
over  the  twelve  months  preceding  the 
application.  They  would  have  trouble- 
some inquiries  on  this  point  unless  they 
fixed  some  definite  time  to  which  this 
standard  was  to  apply. 

MR.  ATKINSON  said  he  would  con- 
sider that  matter  before  the  Report  I 
stage. 

Mr.  O'SHEE  asked  whether  the 
Attorney-General  would  also  consider 
the  advisability  of  inserting  the  words 
44  cash  wages. M  The  invariable  practice  of 
farmers  was  to  employ  a  carpenter  or 
mason  for  a  certain  wage  and  to  provide 
him  with  food.  Unless  some  definition 
more  strict  was  introduced  on  this  point 
there  would  be  a  good  deal  of  friction. 
He  wished  to  know  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  a  fairly  large  class 
of  agricultural  labourers,  who  were  being 
excluded  in  consequence  of  small  towns 
of  over  1,500  inhabitants  being  converted 
into  Urban  districts,  would  now  have  the 
benefit  of  the  Labourers  Acts.  He 
wanted  to  know  whether  the  clause  as 
it  stood,  would  cover  the  case  of  that 
class.  Although  the  men  lived  in  the 
town,  they  continually  went  into  the 
rural  districts  adjoining  to  work. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  he  would  con- 
sider the  point. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  an  answer  on  the  point 
he  had  raised. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  he  did  not 
think  it  was  necessary  to  deal  with  that 
point. 

Mr  Gordon. 


Mr.  O'SHEE  said  he  would  not  with- 
draw the  Amendment  as  it  involved  a 
question  of  principle. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

MR.  TULLY  said  that  after  the  very 
satisfactory  assurance  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  he  would  withdraw  his 
Amendment,  which  would  have  in- 
creased the  wages  of  an  agricultural 
labourer  as  defined  in  the  clause  from 
2s.  6d.  to  3s.  6d.  a  day. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  O'SHEE  said  he  wanted  to  endorse 
what  had  been  said  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cork  City  as  to  the  same  basis  of 
treatment  being  given  to  the  agricultural 
labourers  as  to  the  cottier  tenants  in 
the  congested  districts.  In  the  South 
of  Ireland  the  great  question  at  present 
was  not  the  amendment  of  the 
Labourers  Acts,  under  which  a  great 
deal  of  good  had  been  done,  and  almost 
a9*  much  as  could  be  expected  under  the 
existing  costly  and  tedious  procedure, 
but  as  to  whether  the  labourers  were  to 
get  allotments  of  land. 

Clause  82  agreed  to. 

Clause  83  agreed  to. 
Clause  84  agreed  to. 
Clause  85. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  38,  line,  23,  at  end,  to  add  the  words 
'the  expression  "  the  Public  Works  Act,"  means 
the  Drainage  and  Navigation  (Ireland)  Acts, 
1842  to  1857  ;  the  Drainage  and  Improvement 
(Ireland)  Acts,  1863  to  1892 ;  the  Fisheries 
(Ireland)  Act,  1846;  the  Landed  Property 
and  Improvement  (Ireland)  Act,  1847,  ana  any 
Act  extending,  amending,  or  incorporating  the 
said  Acts  or  any  of  them  or  any  part  thereof  ; 
and  the  Drainage  Maintenance  Act,  1866.' " — 
{Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed— 

"  In  page  38,  line  23,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words—  * (2)  The  expression  "superior  interest," 
in  the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  shall  include  any 
reversion  or  estate  expectant  on  the  determina- 
tion of  an  estate  tail  or  a  base  fee,  whether 
such  reversion  or  estate  is  or  is  not  vest-ed  in 
the  Crown.' "— {M r.  Wyndham.) 
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Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  this  Jwas 
a  very  great  concession,  not  only  in 
principle,  but,  what  was  of  more  im- 
portance, because  it  would  remove 
many  impediments  in  the  jway  of  land 
purchase. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  85,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  86  to  89  agreed  to. 

NEW  CLAUSES. 
Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  he  did  not  want 
to   say  a  single  word  in  regard  to  the 
first  two  new  clauses  he  wished  to  sub- 
mit to  the  Committee.     He  moved : — 

New  Clause  (Sanction  of  advances  in 
not  within  the  zones.) 


"In  page  3,  after  Clause  4,  to  insert  the  following 
clause  : — ( In  the  case  of  the  sale  of  an  estate 
wher  ean  application  for  an  advance,  to  which  the 
provisions  of  Sub-section  1  of  Section  1  of  this 
Act  do  not  apply,  is  made,  the  Land  Com- 
mission may,  subject  to  the  limitations  in  the 
Land  Purchase  Acts,  advance  the  whole  or 
part  of  the  purchase  money  if  they  are  satisfied 
with  the  security,  and  are  of  opinion  that, 
having  regard  to  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  the  agreed  price  is  equitable.'"— [Mr. 
Wyndham.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question,  "  That 
the  clause  be  read  a  second  time,"  put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

New  Clause  (Reservation  of  Ancient 
Monuments). 

"  In  page  8,  after  Clause  2,  to  insert  the  fol- 
lowing clause : — '  (1)  Where  any  land,  which  is 
vested  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  in  a  pur- 
chaser, contains  any  ancient  monument  which,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Land  Commission,  is  a  matter 
of  public  interest  by  reason  of  the  historic,  tradi- 
tional, or  artistic  interest  attaching  thereto, 
they  may,  with  the  consent  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Public  Works  in  Ireland,  by  order 
declare  that  the  property  in  the  monument 
shall  not  pass  to  the  purchaser,  and  make  an 
order  vesting  the  monument  in  those  Commis- 
sioners. (2)  Where  any  such  order  is  made,  the 
provisions  of  the  Ancient  Monuments  Protection 
Act,  1882,  with  respect  to  the  maintenance  of, 
and  access,  and  penalties  for  injury  to,  ancient 
monuments,  shall  apply  as  if  the  monument 
were  a  monument  under  the  guardianship  of 
those  Commissioners  in  pursuance  of  that  Act. 
(3)  In  this  section  the  expression  'ancient 
monument"  means  any  ancient  or  mediaeval 
structure,  erection,  or  monument,  or  any  re- 
mains  thereof. n—\Mr.  Wyndham.) 


Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question,  "  That  the 
clause  be  read  a  second  time,"  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  he  did  not 
disguise  from  himself  that  the  new  clause 
be  now  proposed  was  of  a  most  contentious 
character.  He  feared  that  even  in 
respect  of  its  objects  it  might  be  held  to 
be  contentious  in  some,  although  not  in 
all,  quarters ;  but  when  he  considered  the 
source  from  which  the  expenditure 
which  must  be  involved  was  to  be 
defrayed,  then  his  fear  was  greater  that 
in  no  quarter  would  it  find  ready  accept- 
ance except  possibly  from  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Molton.  He  feared  that  he 
should  have  some  difficulty  in  convincing 
the  Committee  that  this  was  a  proper 
suggestion  at  all.  He  regretted  that  at 
this  stage  of  the  proceedings  he  found 
himself  bound  to  introduce  a  contentious 
subject  into  the  debate,  and  he  felt  he 
owed  an  apology  to  many  members  of  the 
Committee  who  had  made  suggestions 
not  of  a  contentious  character  and  whom 
he  had  asked  to  withdraw  them  on  the 
score  that  it  was  not  possible  to  make 
alterations  in  the  character  of  the  Bill  at 
this  date  of  July.  But  a  Land  Bill  must 
be  practical  if  it  was  to  succeed.  Facts 
were  facts,  and  they  must  be  faced  ;  and 
after  long  and  anxious  consideration  of 
the  problem  of  Trinity  College  head-rents 
he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
unless  this  new  clause  was  added  to  the 
Bill  land  purchase  would  be  hampered 
over  a  great  part  of  Ireland.  In  fact  he 
was  not  quite  confident  that  even  this 
additional  aid  would  succeed  in  solving 
the  question,  because  money  alone  was 
not  what  was  required.  Trinity  College 
tenure  was  elaborate  and  complicated 
almost  beyond  belief,  and  its  unfortunate 
influence,  through  no  fault  of  Trinity 
College,  had  spread  in  a  sporadic  way  all 
over  Ireland.  His  reason,  on  practical 
grounds,  for  asking  the  Committee  to  pass 
this  clause  was  that,  in  his  deliberate 
opinion,  if  it  were  not  adopted  some 
9,000  or  10,000  tenant  occupiers  would 
be  debarred  from  taking  any  advantage 
of  this  Act,  and  would  not  be  able  to 
purchase  the  farms  which  they  now  held. 
He  would  pass  to  the  technical  justifica- 
tion for  making  this  proposal — viz.,  that 
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Trinity  College  head-rents  had  been  dealt 
with  by  this  House  under  three,  four, 
and  even  more  special  statutes.  There- 
fore there  was,  in  his  judgment,  a  techni- 
cal justification  for  taking  the  Trinity 
College  head-rents  out  of  the  ordinary 
character  of  superior  interests.  He  did 
not  know  whether  the  Committee  would 
assent  to  that  proposition,  but  even  if 
they  did,  they  might  say — "  Very  well, 
but  why  should  you  put  this  burden  on 
the  Irish  Development  Grant?  Why 
not  provide  for  this  purpose  out 
of  the  moneys  voted  by  Parliament  ? " 
Well,  that  would  nave  been  a 
far  more  agreeable  course  for  himself  to 
take  than  that  which  he  invited  the  Com- 
mittee to  take.  But  this  charge  had  to 
be  taken  into  consideration  with  other 
charges,  and  he  thought  they  had 
not  altogether  failed  to  meet  the 
money  difficulty  of  the  situation. 

He  would  not  refer  to  the  £12,000,000 
Aid  Grant,  but  there  were  other 
proposals  in  the  Bill  enabling  the 
appointment  of  a  trustee.  On  that 
question  it  was  urged  that,  even  at 
the  last  hour,  he  should  recede  from 
the  proposals  of  the  Bill  and  pay  that 
officer  by  fees  instead  of  by  salary.  That 
would  have  placed  a  burden  on  land 
purchase  as  a  whole.  Take  again  the 
stamp  duty.  The  Government  went 
very  far  in  regard  to  the  stamp  duty  in 
the  Bill.  It  had  been  urged  upon  him 
repeatedly  that  he  had  pressed  his 
colleagues  too  far ;  that  his  proposal  in- 
volved too  great  a  departure  from  what  had 
been  done  in  the  past,  and  that  he  ought 
to  be  content  with  taking  off  the  stamp 
duty  from  one  transaction,  and  not  from 
both.  Again,  on  that  matter,  he  over- 
persuaded  his  right  hon.  friend  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  accept 
the  Bill  as  it  stood.  That  was  half  a 
million  of  money  given  in  aid  of  land 
purchase  in  Ireland.  The  other  point 
outstanding  was  whether  the  Crown 
should  be  asked  to  waive  its  rights  in 
respect  of  these  reversionary  interests. 
On  that  he  only  succeeded  in  getting  a 
favourable  reply  from  his  right  hon.  friend 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  at  the 
eleventh  hour.  Indeed  it  was  not  he  that 
succeeded.  The  success  was  to  be  at- 
tributed to  his  hon.  friend,  and  to  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Louth,  who 
pressed  the  point  so  assiduously  for  many 
hours   that  his   right    hon.    friend    the 

Mr.  IFyndham. 


Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  con- 
vinced that  the  retention  of  this  rever- 
sionary interest  would  place  a  great 
barrier  on  land  purchase  in  Ireland.  It 
was  when  they  were  in  that  situation  that 
he  pressed  for  some  aid  in  connection 
with  the  difficulty  regarding  statutory 
head-rente,  that  his  right  hon.  friend  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  whose 
opinion  was  that  they  could  not  have 
more  money  on  these  side  issues,  said 
that  if  this  thing  was  a  practical  necessity 
it  must  be  met  out  of  some  Irish 
money,  and  that  the  proper  fund  was  the 
Irish  Development  Grant  embodied  in  the 
Bill  already  presented  to  Parliament. 
As  he  had  said,  he  was  very  doubtful  of 
convincing  hon.  Members  opposite  that 
this  was  the  best  or  the  proper  course, 
but  it  was  the  only  course ;  and,  that 
being  so,  he  had  to  consider  how  this 
question  could  be  met  by  casting  the 
least  possible  burden  upon  that  fund. 
According  to  their  estimate,  £9,000  a 
year  would  be  needed  to  completely  solve 
this  difficulty ;  and  unless  some  provision 
were  made  to  indemnify  Trinity  College 
purchase  would  not  go  through.  The 
middleman  would  suffer,  and  it  would  be 
in  his  interest  not  to  sell  unless  some 
such  provision  were  inserted  in  the  Bill. 
To  put,  however,  a  possible  expenditure 
of  £9,000  on  the  Irish  Development  Grant 
would  burden  it  unnecessarily.  Nine 
thousand  pounds  of  that  Grant  would,  in 
that  case,  oe  always  earmarked,  and  would 
not  be  available  for  other  purposes.  They 
could  not  finance  other  projects  with  that 
Grant  without  the  reservation  that  £9,000 
of  it  would  not  be  available.  Therefore, 
he  thought  it  better  to  put,  from  the  first, 
a  definite  charge  on  the  Grant,  which 
would  accumulate,  and  might  be  held  to- 
be  sufficient  in  the  long  run  for  dealing 
with  the  question  of  the  redemption  of 
Trinity  College  head-rents.  His  proposal 
was  to  put  a  charge  of  £5,000  a  year  on 
the  Equivalent  Grant  from  the  very  start. 
Of  course,  the  whole  question  of  the 
redemption  of  the  head-rents  would  not 
be  developed  to  its  full  proportions  until 
the  land  under  Trinity  College  had  been 
sold,  and  he  supposed  that  that  would 
take  about  as  long  as  the  whole  operation 
of  land  purchase  in  Ireland.  Those  who 
would  speak  for  Trinity  College  would 
make  more  clear  to  the  Committee  the 
technical  difficulties  of  this  subject.  He 
would  not  say  that  the  friends  of  Trinity 
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College  were  overjoyed  at  his  solution,  but 
they  were  satisfied  with  it,  and  were  pre- 
pared to  accept  it  as  a  definite  conclusion 
of  the  whole  matter.  It  was  a  technical 
question,  but  it  was  also  a  practical 
question,  as  it  concerned  220,000  acres 
of  land,  and  some  9,000  tenants.  Why 
should  those  tenants  be  impeded  in 
availing  themselves  of  the  Act,  not 
through  any  fault  of  Trinity  College,  but 
because  of  the  elaborate  and  complex 
system  of  finance  which  had  been  im- 
posed on  Trinity  College  by  previous 
legislation  1  He  submitted  the  proposal 
to  the  Committee  as  a  necessary  provision 
in  order  that  land  purchase  should  not 
be  hung  up  over  a  considerable  area  in 
Ireland. 

New  Clause  (Trinity  College,  Dublin). 

"  In  page  19,  after  Clause  35,  to  insert  the  fol- 
lowing clause : — '  (1)  There  shall  be  paid  to  the 
public  trustee  out  of  the  Ireland  Development 
Grant  the  sum  of  £5,000  per  annum  for 
the  account  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin. 
(2)  The  said  sum  shall  be  applied  by  the 
public  trustee  in  indemnifying  the  college 
against  any  loss  of  income  arising  from  the 
redemption  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  of 
any  superior  interest  owned  by  the  college, 
that  is  to  say,  the  difference  between  the 
annual  income  payable  in  respect  of  the 
superior  interest  and  the  annual  income  of  the 
investment  in  which  the  redemption  money  of 
the  superior  interest  is  invested.  (3)  Any 
portion  of  the  said  sum  of  £5,000 
which  in  any  year  is  not  required  to 
make  good  loss  of  income  to  the  college,  and 
any  accrued  interest  thereon,  shall  be  invested 
by  the  public  trustee,  and  may  be  applied  in 
any  subsequent  year  to  make  good  future  loss. 
(4)  The  investment  of  the  redemption  money 
of  any  superior  interest  owned  by  the  college 
shall  be  made  in  accordance  with  the  advice  of 
the  public  trustee.'" — {Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
44  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 


Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  he 
rose  to  oppose  as  vigorously  as  he 
could  the  clause  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
apology  which  ran  right  through  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
in  itself  a  sufficient  condemnation  of  this 
proposal.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  been  cogitating  over  this  Bill  for 
two  years  or  more,  and  the  result  of  his 


consideration  had  been  put  into  this- 
Bill.  When  proposals  were  made  of  a 
very  moderate  and  admittedly  reasonable- 
character,  from  various  quarters  of  the* 
House,  which  involved  new  matter,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  met  them  by 
saying  that  he  could  not,  almost  at  the 
end  of  the  session,  ask  the  House  to  take 
up  and  seriously  consider  new  and  con- 
tentious questions.  Every  proposal 
which  introduced  new  matter  was- 
brushed  aside  in  that  manner;  yet  on 
the  very  last  day  oi  the  Committee  stage 
of  the  Bill,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
springs  on  the  House  of  Commons  a 
proposal  of  a  most  intensely  contentious 
character.  He  did  not  know  who  the- 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  taken  into 
his  confidence,  except  the  Members  for 
Trinity  College.  As  far  as  he  knew,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  consulted 
any  Irish  Member  in  the  matter;  and 
the  first  he  himself  knew  of  the  clause 
was  when  he  saw  it  on  the  Amendment 
Paper  yesterday.  He  did  not  think  that 
was  a  businesslike  way  of  conducting 
a  Bill,  especially  at  that  stage,  and 
almost  at  the  end  of  the  session.  The 
nature  of  the  proposal  was  such  that  it 
was  impossible  tor  the  Irish  Members  to 
abstain  from  the  ni06t  vigorous  opposi- 
tion to  it.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  said  he  knew  he  was  making  an 
unpopular  proposal,  and  he  also  said 
that  the  only  hon.  Member  of  whose 
support  he  was  assured  was  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Molton,  who,  how- 
ever, voted  against  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  was  speaking 
of  the  source  from  which  the  money 
was  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  even 
with  that  limitation  that  was  the  only 
support  of  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  assured. 

Mr.  BUTCHER  (York)  said  he  could 
assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the- 
clause  would  be  supported  in  other 
quarters  of  the  House. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  no  doubt 
the  hon.  Gentleman  would  develop  his 
support  later  on.     He  was  dealing  not 
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with  the  speech  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  not  delivered,  hut  with  the 
speech  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
hail  delivered.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  that  Trinity  College  was  in  a 
peculiar  position ;  that  it  had  leased  ou, 
its  land  at  long  leases  ;  that  the  middle- 
men had  re-let  to  other  tenants;  and 
$hat  the  land  could  not  be  sold  under 
this  Bill  without  inflicting  a  loss  on 
Trinity  College.  But  Trinity  College 
was  not  the  only  landlord  in  that  posi- 
tion. Other  landlords  had  leased  their 
property  in  the  same  way,  and  they 
would  lose  just  as  Trinity  College  would 
lose.  It  was  impossible  to  give  the 
■absolute  figures  as  to  the  number  of 
such  cases,  but  it  was  undoubtedly  true 
that  there  were  a  considerable  number 
of  proprietors  in  the  same  position  as 
Trinity  College.  Yet  there  was  to  be 
no  provision  made  for  dealing  with 
them  ;  and  Trinity  College  was  to  be 
specially  selected  to  receive  this  compen- 
sation. As  to  the  source,  the  Irish 
Development  Grant  would  provide  the 
money.  Did  anyone  ever  hear  such  a 
satire  ?  That  fund,  which  was  entirely 
an  Irish  Development  Fund,  was  to  be 
drawn  upon  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
£5,000  a  year  as  compensation  to  Trinity 
College.  What  was  that  fund  1  It  was 
a  sum  of  money  which  was  Ireland's 
equivalent  for  the  education  grant  given 
It  England  under  the  Act  of  last  year, 
oreland  was  entitled,  as  a  matter  of 
right,  to  a  sum  of  about  £185,000 
a  year  as  the  equivalent  to  the 
English  education  grant;  which  meant 
that  it  wa9  to  be  devoted  generally  to 
education  in  Ireland.  Under  this  Bill 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  suspend- 
ing the  application  of  any  portion  of  the 
grant  for  educational  purposes  in  Ireland. 
He  was  drawing  temporarily  in  one 
respect,  and  permanently  in  another 
respect,  on  that  fund  for  the  purpose  of 
facilitating  land  purchase.  But  he  now 
proposed  to  devote  £5,000  a  year  from 
that  fund  to  Trinity  College  for  ever. 
That  was  to  say  that,  while  he  did  not 
propose  to  devote  a  single  farthing  to 
general  educational  purposes  in  Ireland, 
he  picked  out  a  State  endowed  educa- 
tional establishment,  the  richest  in  the 
country,  one  against  which,  personally,  he 
•did  not  desire  to  say  anything,  but 
Yr.  John  Redmond. 


against  which  there  was  undoubtedly  a 
strong  feeling  in  the  country  among  all 
classes  of  the  population,  and  proposed 
to  devote  this  sum  permanently  to  it. 
If  he  had  spent  the  last  two  years  in 
trying  to  find  out  what  was  the  most 
contentious  subject  which  he  could  intro- 
duce he  could  not  possibly  have  succeeded 
better  than  by  selecting  this  subject. 
It  was  one  of  the  most  contentious  ques- 
tions that  could  be  raised.  Every  ques- 
tion connected  with  education  in  Ireland 
was  raised  by  it.  The  Catholic  Univer- 
sity question  was  raised  by  it;  and  it 
was  impossible  to  conceive  any  course 
that  could  be  taken  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  would  be  more  certain 
to  lead  to  excitement  of  feeling,  bitter- 
ness, and  prolonged  discussions  and  he 
was  afraid  acrimonious  discussion — both 
in  this  House  and  out  of  it.  He  deeply 
regretted  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
introduced  this  proposal.  It  would  have 
been  bad  enough  if  he  had  put  a  clause 
in  the  Bill  as  originally  drafted  in  order 
that  they  might  be  able  to  deal  with  it  on 
the  Second  Reading.  But  to  spring  the 
question  on  the  Committee  in  the  middle 
of  July,  without  consulting  a  single 
Irish  Member,  was  a  course  which,  in  his 
opinion,  was  quite'.unjustifiable  and  one 
which  he  was  intensely  surprised  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  taken.  He 
would  at  once  admit  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  throughout  the  conduct  of 
the  Bill  had  shown  a  conciliatory  spirit. 
He  knew  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
difficulties  perfectly  well;  and  he  knew 
how  he  was  hemmed  in  and  fettered. 
On  the  whole,  he  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  exhibited  a  conciliatory 
spirit,  and  the  greatest  skill  in  the 
management  of  the  Bill.  But  he  con- 
fessed that  in  this  matter  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  entirely  belied  his  record. 
He  could  not  conceive  a  more  fatal 
thing  than,  at  the  last  moment,  to 
throw  down  this  bone  of  contention ; 
and  he  felt  sure  that  the  view  he  had 
expressed  was  entertained  strongly  by 
every  Member  in  that  quarter  of  the 
House.  He  was  afraid  that  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  persisted  in  his  proposal 
he  would  have  to  make  up  his  mind  to 
very  considerable  opposition,  the  very 
greatest  dissatisfaction,  and  the  very 
gravest  acrimonious  discussion  in 
Ireland.      He    begged    the    right   hon. 
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Gentleman  to  reconsider  the  matter.  As 
for  himself,  he  wished  to  enter  his  pro- 
test against  the  clause,  and  would 
offer    it   the  most   vigorous    opposition. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  as  he  under  I 
stood  it,  this  was  a  proposal  to  preserve 
Trinity  College  and  therefore  proceeded  I 
on    the  lines  of  the  Land   Conference  | 
Report  signed   by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Waterford.     On  Second  Reading  he  was 
urged  by  a  large  number  of  the  Trinity 
College  tenants  to  bring  forward  their 
case,  which  they  regarded  as  a  hopeless 
one  under  this  Bill.     He  knew  how  the 
two  law  officers  would  resist  any  attack 
on  Trinity  College,  and  he  had  deliber- 
ately abstained  from  raising  the  question 
of    Trinity   College.      He  disliked    this 
clause  as  much  as  did   the  hon.  Member 
for   Waterford,    but     were     the    Irish  I 
Members  prepared  to  tell  the  10,000  men 
who  sat    as  tenants  of  Trinity  College, 
they  were  to  be  denied  relief,  and  that 
they  would  have  no  chance  of  becoming 
proprietors  because  of  the  tangle  into 
which   Trinity  tenures   had  got.     This 
was  a  "  take  it  or  leave  it  "  clause,  because 
he  was  certain  that  if  it  was  opposed  the 
Chief  Secretary  would  drop  it  at  once,  and 
that  was  the  alternative  in  which  they 
were    placed.      They  would    either     be 
misrepresented        as       having     agreed 
to     give     Trinity    College    £5,000     a 
year  or  they  must  be  prepared  to  stand  1 
by  and  see  10,000  tenants    sacrificed. 
When  he  yesterday  saw  the  clause  for  ; 
the  first  time  he  was  startled,  because  it 
seemed  to  be  an  irony  of  fate  that  this 
development    grant,     which     was    the 
equivalent  grant  to  which  Ireland  was 
entitled    in    respect  of    the   grant    for 
education,  should  go  not  to   the  unfor- 
tunate national  schools  of  the  country 
but   should    go  in    relief    of    the    one 
exclusive    university     in    the    country 
which  had  distinguished  itself  in  the  lata 
election     by    pledging     the     Solicitor- 
General   to   oppose     anything    in    the 
nature   of  a  Catholic   University.      He 
did  the   hon.  Gentleman  the  justice  to 
ay  that  he  adopted  a  different  attitude 
in  the   matter.     He  rose  for  the    pur 
pose  of  making  a  suggestion  to  the  right 
hon*     Gentleman.         The     right    hoiu 
Gentleman  would  never  get  this  claus 
with   the    goodwill    of    the   Nationalist 


Party,  and  if  they  voted  against  it 
I  hey  would  be  in  the  position  of  cutting 
off  their  nose  to  spite  their  face,  because 
they  would  prevent  the  tenants  of 
Trinity  College  becoming  proprietors. 
Could  not  they  appoint  a  small  Com- 
mission to  inquire  into  what  rentals- 
Trinity  College  got  and  what  the  middle 
landlords  got  from  the  tenants;  to 
inquire  into  all  the  tenures  which 
affected  the  right  or  probability  of  the 
tenants  becoming  proprietors  of  their 
holdings,  and  enter  into  the  whole 
question  with  a  well  informed  mind 
next  session.  He  did  not  believe  the 
lause  itself  was  sufficiently  drastic  to» 
carry  out  the  object  of  the  Government ; 
it  would  not,  he  believed,  work  if  passed 
into  law,  because  in  his  view  the  middle 
landlords  would  not  sell  the  holdings. 
His  suggestion,  therefore,  was  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  should  appoint  a. 
small  Commission  with  power  to  report, 
and  whose  report  when  published 
should  be  binding  on  the  Estates 
Commissioners,  and  that  the  whole  of 
this  matter  should  then  be  left  to  the 
Estate  Commissioners  to  deal  with. 

*Mr.   T.  W.   RUSSELL  said  he  had 
always    held    that    two    classes    would. 
be    hit     by    this  Land    Bill,    the   first 
of    which    was    Trinity  College.      The 
position  of  Trinity  College  was  not  that 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Louth  sup- 
posed*   The  landlords  of  these  holdings 
according  to  the  Land  Conference  were 
the  middle  landlords  to  whom  Trinity 
College  leased  these    lands   years    ago, 
and  it  must  be  remembered  that  under 
the   Bill  the  middle  landlord  could  sell. 
Every  Land  Act  had  passed  over  Trinity 
College  without   touching  it,  but  from 
what   he  had    heard  the  middle    men 
were  in   such  a  bad    way  they  would, 
gladly  go  out  with  the  bonus.     He  had 
no  desire  to  say  a  word  against  Trinity 
College,  but  his  point  was  that  this  was 
a  part  of  the  educational  settlement  of 
Ireland,  and  if   the  Government   were 
I  proposing    to    come    to   the    relief    of 
Trinity    College    in    this   way,    at    this 
time  they  might  depend  upon  it  that 
J  before    next  session    they   would    have 
appeals,    which   they     could  not  with- 
I  stand,  from  the  Irish  Church  Representa- 
tive  Body,    the    General    Assembly    of 
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the  Presbyterian  Church  and  Maynooth 
'College.  They  would  say — "  You  com- 
pensated Trinity  College  under  this 
Act  and  you  must  also  give  us  a 
grant  to  make  our  losses  up."  He 
was  prepared  to  vote  for  this  grant 
to  Trinity  College  as  part  of  an  edu- 
cational settlement,  but  only  as  a  part  of 
the  settlement  and  not  as  a  grant  in  aid. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  he ■]  could  only 
repeat  the  question  put  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Waterford — Why  had  the 
•Government  introduced  so  contentious 
a  matter  in  this  Bill  at  so  short  a 
notice  1  Over  and  over  again  they  had 
been  appealed  to  by  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  witndraw  Amendments  because  of 
the  danger  of  introducing  controversial 
matter,  and  even  on  the  question  of 
Irish  labourers,  which  had  been  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  Government  at 
the  earliest  stage  of  this  Bill,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  appealed  to  them  to 
•drop  the  subject  because  it  was  too  late 
in  the  sssion  to  take  up  so  difficult  a 
^question.  Within  a  few  moments  of  that 
appeal  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself 
came  forward  with  a  clause  raising  the 
whole  question  of  Irish  education— one 
of  the  mast  contentious  and  troublesome 
matters  that  could  be  conceived.  But 
•even  supposing  it  were  granted  that  the 
position  of  the  tenants  of  Trinity  College 
ought  to  be  dealt  with  in  some  special 
way,  why  could  not  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  deal  with  it  in  a  separate 
Bill  next  session,  as  he  proposed, 
to  deal  with  the  labourers'  question  ? 
Did  he  contend  that  the  grievance 
of  the  tenants  of  Trinity  College 
was  more  pressing  than  that  of  the 
Irish  labourers  1  This  most  conten- 
tious   and  objectionable    clause    would 


was  hardly  a  charitable  institution  in 
Ireland,  not  to  speak  of  Maynooth 
College  and  the  Church  Body,  which 
was  not  in  a  similar  position.  In  all 
Irish  land  legislation  the  owners  of 
superior  interests  had  been  treated 
somewhat  summarily.  Since  1881  it 
had  been  the  practice  to  give  the  owner 
of  the  middle  interest  the  right  to  ex- 
propriate or  buy  out  the  owner  of  the 
superior  interest  at  a  very  moderate 
figure.  That  was  exactly  the  fate  which 
had  now  overtaken  Trinity  College,  but 
it  was  proposed  to  treat  them  excep- 
tionally, and  do  them  a  special  favour. 
It  was  all  very  well  to  make  fine-drawn 
distinctions  between  the  losses  which 
would  be  inflicted  by  this  land  legisla- 
tion on  Trinity  College  and  Maynooth 
which  stood  to  lose  heavily.  If  this 
I  proposal  were  carried,  on  what  ground 
would  the  Government  resist  the  claim 
which  would  undoubtedly  be  made  by 
the  trustees  of  Maynooth  next  year  to 
be  put  on  an  equality  with  Trinity 
College  ? 

Never  in  the  history  of  the  House 
of  Commons  had  a  proposal  so  far* 
reaching  in  its  effect  been  brought 
forward  in  so  frivolous  a  manner  as  this. 
It  was  a  serious  matter  to  attempt  to  draw 
a  distinction  between  the  losses  inflicted 
by  this  legislation  on  public  institutions 
which  had  mortgages,  and  those  inflicted 
on  the  owners  of  superior  interests.  In 
the  past  no  such  distinction  had  been 
drawn ;  both  classes  had  suffered  more 
or  less  by  land  legislation,  but  no  claim 
had  been  made  for  compensation  to  either. 
This  proposal  was,  in  reality,  under  the 
cloak  of  the  Land  Bill,  and  in  a  manner 
which  was  exceedingly  mean,  an  attempt 
to  grab  for  Trinity  College  a  perpetual 
endowment  of   £5,000  a  year,  it  being 


be  opposed  now,  on  the  Report  stage  expected  that  for  fear  of  risking  the  Bill 
and  on  the  Third  Reading;  and  yet,  the  Irish  representatives  would  abstain 
although  so  much  time  was  to  be  spent .  from  opposing  it  on  its  merits  It  was 
in  the  discussions  therein  involved,  there  ™  outrageous  attempt  to  force  down  the 
was  no  time  to  settle  the  labourers''  ^PfT  ^  l?t  People  a  proposal  for 
question,  in  reference  to  which  there  was  *hlch  <*•  nfht  h™'  ^tleman  would 
__.^:-^ii_ j.-tt" ~c     ~~:~; be     unable    to     get     half-a-dozen    Irish 


practically  no  difference  of  opinion 
whatever.  Was  it  to  be  understood  that 
the  question  of  the  labourers  and  their 
grievance  was  shunted  in  order  to  make 
way  for  this  extraordinary  proposal  1  It 
was  idle  to  say  that  Trinity  College  was 


Members  to  vote  if  it  were  put  on  its 
merits  in  a  separate  Bill.  He  strongly 
appealed  to  the  Chief  Secretary  to  post- 
pone so  contentious  a  matter.  In  the 
meantime  information  could  be  gathered 
as  to  the  bearing  of  this  clause,  and  the 


in  a  special  and  peculiar  position. 
Mr.  T.  W.  Busscll 


There    House  could  be  informed  as  to  the  special 
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difficulties  of  Trinity  College,  of  the  true 
nature  of  the  facts.      The    right    hon. 
Gentleman  had  declared  it  would  take 
fifteen  years  to  carry  out  this  work  of 
settlement.     Suppose  it  took  ten  years, 
would  it    be  any  tremendous  grievance 
to  Trinity  College,  even  if  this  difficulty 
really  existed,  to  wait  until  next  year  1 
The  proposal  was  absolutely  contrary  to 
the  traditions  and  practice  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  and    if    persevered    with 
might     lead    to    the    grossest    possible  I 
.  Abuse.     For  the  House  to  tolerate,  at  the 
«end  of  a  great  measure  of  82  clauses,  the 
.  introduction,  practically  without  notice, 
of  a  proposal  of  this  character,  by  which  a 
public  body  would  be  endowed  with  a  large 
annual  sum,  without  the  general  public 
having  any  knowledge  of  the  fact,  was  an 
outrageous     innovation.       Moreover,   it 
was  not  fair  to  many  Members  of  the 
House.      The  official  opposition,   having 
adopted  a  certain  attitude  towards  the 
Bill,  were  absent,  having  been  under  the 
impression  that  they  had  before  them  all 
the  important  financial  proposals  of  the 
Bill.      He  contended  that  fuller  notice 
ought  to  have  been  given,  so  that  Members 
•could  have  made   arrangements  to    be 
present  if  necessary.     On  purely  financial 
grounds  it  was  a  thoroughly  objection- 
able and  vicious  proposal. 

A  further  consideration  was  the  effect  it 
would  have  on  Irish  opinion  with  regard 
to  the  whole  policy  of  the  development 
grant.     Personally,  he  had  always  felt 
great  uneasiness  in  reference    to    that 
policy.     This  policy  of  taking  money  and 
leaving  it  at  the  disposal  of  the  Executive 
Government  was  a  policy  which  would 
lead  to  corruption  and  jobbery   unless 
■closely  watched,  because  it  was  a  policj 
of   withdrawal  from    all    the    elaborate 
financial  precautions  of    the    House  of 
Commons.      If  it  had  not  been  for  the 
existence  of  the  Irish  development  grant 
the    Chief   Secretary  would    not   have 
made  such  a  proposal,  but  would  have 
had  to  put  this  charge  upon  the  Estimates, 
It  would  have  been  impossible,  under  the 
ordinary    procedure  of    Parliament,   to 
-defeat    all    Parliamentary   precautions, 
and    evade    that     criticism   which   was 
necessary  in  all  financial  proposals.     In 
his  opinion  this  proposal  was  disorderly, 
and   it  most  certainly  was  a  gross  in* 
novation  of  the  practice  of  the  House 
of  Commons.    Even  if  it  were  not  dis- 
orderly it  was  a  warning  to  those  who 


wished  business  conducted  in  accordance 
with  the  practice  of  the  House.  This 
proposal  was  opposed  by  the  solid  oppo- 
ition  of  representatives  from  Ireland 
who  sat  upon  the  Nationalist  Benches. 
He  considered  this  was  a  most  unfor- 
tunate element  to  introduce  into  these 
discussions.  This  proposal  was  certain 
to  create  bitterness,  and  there  was  no 
urgency  for  introducing  such  a  clause 
i  his  session,  more  especially  when  the 
Chief  Secretary  had  asked  them  to  post- 
pone the  labourers  question.  The 
honest  way  to  deal  with  the  matter  was 
to  bring  in  a  separate  Bill,  and  then  the 
Chief  Secretary  could  state  the  grounds 
>n  which  he  proposed  to  deal  with 
Trinity  College  separately  from  [any 
individual  or  other  corporation  in 
Ireland  which  would  lose  under  this 
Act.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
1  do  very  little  service  to  the  pro- 
motion of  good  feeling  or  to  the 
reception  which  this  Bill  would  receive 
in  Ireland  if  he  persisted  in  this  proposal. 
He  wished  to  know  if  it  was  in  order 
I  bo  introduce  a  clause  seeking  to  appro- 
priate a  perpetual  endowment  to  a 
particular  corporation  in  Ireland  from  a 
fund  which  had  not  been  appropriated 
by  the  House  of  Commons. 


♦The CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Member 
will  no  doubt  recollect  that  the  House  of 
Commons  had  already  passed  a  Resolution 
setting  up  the  Irish  development  grant. 
The  House  has  already  agreed  to  that, 
and  therefore  it  is  in  order  to  move  that 
any  of  that  money  shall  be  applied  to 
certain  purposes. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  pointed  out 
that  Clause  35  provided  that — 

41  If  by  any  Act  passed  in  the  present  session 
provision  is  made  for  an  Ireland  development 
grant  the  following  provisions  shall  have 
effect." 

Those  provisions  only  came  into  effect  if 
Parliament  this  session  made  provision 
for  an  Irish  development  grant. 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  If  the  Irish 
Development  Grant  Bill  does  not  go 
through  then  this  proposal  obviously 
falls. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  it  might  be  held 
that  by  passing  a  clause  appropriating  a 
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portion  of  that  grant  they  were  interfer- 
ing with  the  discretion  of  the  House  in 
setting  up  the  rules  and  regulations  under 
which  that  grant  might  be  appropriated. 

*The  CHAIRMAN :  Of  course  it  will 
be  necessary,  in  dealing  with  the  Irish 
Development  Grant  Bill  to  bear  in  mind 
that  an  appropriation  to  the  amount  of 
£5,000  has  already  taken  place.  Possibl y 
this  Irish  Development  Grant  Bill  which 
I  have  in  my  hand  may  require  a  proviso 
inserted  to  that  effect.  I  do  not  think, 
from  the  point  of  view  of  order,  that  it  is 
disorderly  to  allocate  a  portion  of  a  grant 
which  the  House  has  already  agreed  to 
by  Resolution,  although  it  has  not  actually 
passed  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.)  contended  that  the  provision  of 
£5,000  for  a  special  purpose  not  directly 
connected  with  land  could  not  be  in- 
troduced according  to  the  Resolution 
which  the  House  had  adopted.  His 
proposition  was  that  this  special  allo- 
cation of  £5,000  was  not  within  the 
terms  of  that  Resolution.  Amendments 
coming  from  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House  which  dealt  with  the  allocation  of 
sums  which  did  not  actually  come  within 
the  terms  of  the  Resolution  had  been 
excluded.  This  grant  was  for  a  sum  of 
money  not  included  within  the  purview 
of  the  Bill  itself,  and  it  contravened  the 
usages  and  practices  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  He  submitted  that  there  was 
no  precedent  whatever  for  proposing  a 
grant  which  could  not  by  any  construc- 
tion be  brought  within  the  main  purposes 
for  which  the  money  Resolution  of  this 
Bill  was  passed. 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  The hon.  Member 
has  apparently  forgotten  Clause  35  of 
this  Bill. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  :  No,  Sir,  I 
have  not. 

*The  CHAIRMAN :  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  refresh  his  memory  he  will  see 
that  £20,000  has  already  been  appropri- 
ated for  one  purpose,  namely,  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board.  Surely  the  Com- 
mittee can  appropriate  further  sums  for 
another  purpose. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  said  his  point 
was  that    this    proposal   could    not  be 
Mr.  Dillon. 


introduced  because  it  did  not  come  with- 
in the  purview  of  the  Resolution  on 
which  this  Bill  was  founded. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  Nor  does  Clause 
35,  which  has  already  allocated  portions 
of  the  money  to  certain  other  objects. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  that  whereas  Clause 
35  took  a  portion  of  the  Irish  develop- 
ment grant  for  land  purchase  in  Ireland 
it  was  now  proposed  to  take  a  portion 
for  a  purpose  which  was  not  within  the 
four  corners  of  the  Resolution  upon  which 
this  Bill  rested.  Therefore,  this  proposal 
had  no  reference  to  Clause  35. 

*  The  CHAIRMAN :  It  is  covered  by 
the  Resolution  of  the  House,  and  I  think 
that  is  sufficient. 

Mr.  BLAKE  (Longford,  S.):  Then 
there  is  no  necessity  for  a  money 
Resolution  at  all? 

*  The  CHAIRMAN :  If  there  had  been 
no  money  Resolution  there  would  have 
been  no  advances  at  all,  because  they 
would  not  have  been  covered  by  the 
Irish  development  grant. 

The  SOLICITOR -GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  James  Campbell, 
Dublin  University)  said  his  only 
object  in  rising  was  for  the  purpose  of 
explaining  the  legal  position  of  Trinity 
College  in  this  matter.  He  thought  it 
would  assist  the  Committee  when  it  was 
understood  that  some  such  provision  as 
this  was  absolutely  essential  in  the  inter- 
ests of  ordinary  justice  and  fair  play. 
When  the  legal  position  was  understood 
it  would  be  at  once  seen  that  there  was 
no  analogy  whatever  between  the  case 
of  Trinity  College  and  the  other  cases 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Mayo  and  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone.  Trinity  College  was 
established  under  statute,  and  it  could 
not  depart  one  hair's  breadth  outside 
the  powers  and  restrictions  conferred 
upon  it  by  statute.  So  far  back  as 
the  reign  of  Charles  I.  Trinitv  College 
was  granted  power  to  make  leases 
upon  its  landed  estates,  and  those  leases 
were  to  be  of  two  kinds.  In  the  case  of 
agricultural  land  the  lease  could  not  be 
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longer  than  for  a  term  of  twenty  years. 
In  the  case  of  towns  that  period  was 
•extended  to  forty  years.  The  statute 
provided  that  in  granting  such  leases  it 
should  be  a  condition  that  the  rent  fixed 
should  be  at  least  a  half  of  the  full  value 
of  the  agricultural  land.  The  matter 
became  very  burdensome  to  the  College 
tenants  and  lessees,  and  they  made  fre- 
quent complaints  on  the  subject,  and 
the  result  was  that  Trinity  College, 
exceeding  its  powers  under  the  Act  of 
Charles,  proceeded  to  renew  the  leases  to 
those  tenants  at  much  below  the  figure 
representing  a  half  of  the  full  value. 
That  was  done  for  the  relief  of  the  ten- 
anteH  and  it  required  a  subsequent  Act  of 
Parliament  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  the 
reign  of  George  III.  to  relieve  Trinity 
College  from  that  breach  of  trust,  and  to 
confirm  and  sanction  the  leases  made 
at  reduced  rents.  But  still  there  was  no 
perpetuity.  Leases  could  not  be  longer 
than  twenty  years,  and  the  College 
tenants  began  to  complain  bitterly  of 
having  no  perpetuity  on  their  estates, 
and  having,  therefore,  no  encourage- 
ment to  spend  money  in  improving 
them.  In  1851  an  Act  was  passed  to 
regulate  the  relations  between  Trinity 
College  and  the  lessees.  The  principal 
object  of  that  Act  was  to  bring  relief  to 
the  lessees,  and  to  accede  to  their  request 
to  have  their  tenure  changed  from  ter- 
minable lease  into  perpetuity.  That  Act 
went  on  to  provide  that  Trinity  College 
should  be  at  liberty  to  give  leases  for  a 
period  not  longer  than  ninety-nine  years, 
provided  the  rent  was  not  less  than  three- 
fourths  of  the  annual  value  of  the  land, 
but  it  also  gave  an  alternative 
right  to  the  lessees  to  demand  a 
lease  and  grant  in  perpetuity,  and 
that  grant  in  perpetuity  was  to  be 
subject  to  a  rent  fixed  upon  a  basis 
having  reference  to  the  price  of  certain 
standard  commodities.  Inasmuch  as 
these  lessees  were  middlemen  and  had 
been,  in  recent  years,  making  complaint 
as  to  the  operation  of  the  Act  in  regard 
to  themselves,  it  was  only  right  that  he 
should  mention  that  before  the  Act 
became  law  representatives  of  the 
lessees  waited  upon  the  Board  of 
Trinity  College,  and  certain  suggestions 
were  accepted  by  the  lessees  as  a  basis 
for  the  ascertainment  of  the  perpetuity 
VOL.  CXXV.       [Fourth  Series.] 


[rents.  The  Committee  might  take  it 
I  from  him  that  that  basis  was  afterwards 
inserted  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  which 
now  regulated  the  relations  between  the 
middlemen  and  Trinity  College.  The 
I  College  had  only  received  the  rents 
agreed  upon — nothing  more  and  nothing 
less. 

But  what  was  the  position  of  the 
middlemen  1  Did  anyone  know,  or 
[would  they  ever  be  told,  what  rents 
[they  exacted  from  the  occupying 
tenants  during  the  long  period  from 
1851  to  1881  ?  He  mentioned  this 
because  the  whole  matter  had  arisen 
owing  to  it  being  suggested  that  thof  e 
middlemen  under  the  operation  of  the 
Act  of  1881  were  placed  in  an  unfor- 
tunate position.  He  admitted  it,  but 
that  had  been  through  no  act  of  Trinity 
College.  The  College  had  never  exacted 
a  farthing  from  the  lessees  in  excess  of 
what  it  was  empowered  to  charge  by 
the  Act  of  1851  as  the  result  of  a 
deliberate  bargain  between  the  College 
and  the  trustees. 

*Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid.): 
They  increased  the  rents. 

Mr.  JAMES  CAMPBELL  said  that 
observation  showed  that  the  hon.  Member 
did  not  appreciate  the  legal  position. 
Trinity  College  had  increased  the  rents, 
but  under  what  circumstances  1  It  was 
agreed  that  the  rents  should  be  subject 
to  decrease  or  increase  according  as  the 
prices  of  certain  standard  commodities 
went  up  or  down.  That  was  the 
bargain,  and  to  give  the  Committee  a  n 
idea  of  the  rents  fixed  under  the  Act  of 
1851  he  would  8 tate  what  were  the  five 
articles.  It  was  important  to  understand 
this  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  that  the 
position  of  Trinity  College  was  wholly 
different  from  that  of  any  of  the  other 
bodies  having  lands  to  lease.  The  Irish 
Church  Body  and  St.  Stephens 
Hospital  were  not  controlled  in  the 
management  of  their  estates  by  Parlia- 
ment, but  as  the  funds  of  Trinity 
College  were  devoted  to  the  purposes  of 
public  education,  Parliament  exercised 
the  right  of  controlling  the  administra- 
tion of  the  funds.  The  five  articles 
selected  were  wheat,  oats,  beef,  mutton, 
and    butter.       The    prices    in      1851, 
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immediately  after  the  famine,  were 
probably  lower  than  they  had  ever  been 
before,  or  since.  He  would  give  the 
exact  figures,  the  comparison  being! 
between  prices  in  1851  ana  now.  Wheat 
in  that  year  was  8s.  4d  against  6s.  5d. 
oats,  5s.  6d.  against  5s.  9d ;  beef,  41s 
against  55s.;  mutton,  47s.  against 
60s;  and  butter,  64s.  against  99s. 
[An  Hon.  Member:  Where?!  These 
were  the  average  prices  for  Ireland.  He 
was  not  speaking  of  any  particular 
district.  Had  prices  gone  down,  so  far 
from  Trinity  College  being  able  to  get 
an  increased  rent  they  would  have  got  a 
decrease.  Trinitv  College  was  in  no 
way  responsible  for  the  grievances  of 
the  occupying  tenants ;  but  the  middle- 
men— the  lessees  of  Trinity  College — so 
far  from  having  any  cause  of  complaint 
against  Trinity  College,  whatever  com- 
plaint they  might  have  against  Parlia- 
ment for  legislation  subsequent  to  1881, 
must  admit  that  Trinity  College  had  kept 
honourably,  faithfully,  and  rigorously 
to  the  bargain  that  was  made  at  the 
request  of  those  gentlemen  themselves. 
There  had,  however,  been  no  check 
upon  them  up  to  1881  as  to  the  rents 
they  received  from  the  occupying 
tenants  from  year  to  year.  They  were 
at  the  mercy  of  the  middleman.  He 
doubted  whether  we  should  ever  be  told 
what  rents  the  middlemen  obtained 
from  the  occuping  tenants  between  1851 
and  1881.  [A  Nationalist  Member: 
All  they  could  get  out  of  them.] 
That  being  so,  what  was  their  grievance  ? 
It  was  that  while  they  could  not  take 
the  benefit  of  the  Act  of  1881,  the  tenants 
from  year  to  year  under  them  could; 
and  that  as  the  result  of  the  reductions 
of  rents  to  the  occupying  tenants  they 
had  not  made  so  profitable  a  bargain  as 
they  had  made  in  1851,  when  they  got 
that  agreement  into  an  Act.  But  how 
was  that  any  justification  for  imposing 
any  loss  or  burden  on  Trinity  College  t 
Trinity  College  had  adhered  to  that 
agreement  rigorously  throughout,  and 
their  case  in  that  regard  for  relief  was 
in  no  way  better  or  worse  than  that  of 
any  middleman  who,  having  effected 
encumbrances,  or  created  charges,  or 
granted  annuities,  found  that  the  rent 
on  which  he  had  made  these  encum- 
brances had  been  cut  down. 
Mr.  James  Campbell. 


Now,  that  was  the  legal  position  of 
I  Trinity  College.      And    what    was  the 
remedy   proposed  ?      The  question   had 
been  dealt  with  in  debate    as    if    this- 
was  a    grant    of    an  extra  endowment 
of  £5,000  a  year  for  Trinity  College, 
That  was  a  ludicrous  misrepresentation. 
[Not  one  shilling  of  this  money  would 
lever  be  paid  to  Trinity  College  unless 
land    until    there    was    a    loss    on    the 
existing  income.      So    far    from    there 
I  being    an    additional    revenue,    it    was* 
I  only  an  insurance  on  its  present  revenue, 
I  ana  this  present  revenue  was  devoted  to- 
national  education  in  Ireland.      [Cries  of 
"  Class     Education "     and     "  Sectarian 
I  Education,"  from  the  Irish  benches.]     He 
I  did  not  want  to  go  into  that  question. 
[Cries  from  the  Irish  benches  of  "  That  is- 
the  question."]    He  did  not  want  to  go 
into  the  different  forms  of  education  m 
Ireland,  but  he  might  say  that,  at  the 
present    hour,  any  person    in    Ireland, 
without  distinction  of  creed  or  class  was 
(eligible  to  the   highest  or  lowest  mark 
of  honour  which  Trinity  College  could 
give.     He  quite  agreed  that  there  were 
other  considerations  that  influenced  large 
I  numbers  of  his  fellow-countrymen,  and 
I  which    prevented    them    from    availing 
themselves    of    the    advantages  of    the 
education  offered  by  Trinity  College.     It 
I  might  be  said  that  the  system  under 
I  which    these    funds    were  administered 
might  be  changed,  but  why  should  not 
[  the  funds  be  kept  intact  ?    It  was  not 
suggested  that   the  governing  body  of 
I  Trinity    College    were    going    to  make 
away  with  these  funds.     They  would  be 
there  for  the  use  of  the  nation,  preserved 
as  trust  money.     Of  course,  if  Parliament 
chose  to  interpose  and  alter  their  destina- 
tion   or    alter    the    governing  body   of 
Trinity  College  on  a  new  system  that 
would    not    interfere    with    the    funds. 
I  They  would  be  available  for  Parliament 
I  to    deal     with    in    its     wisdom.       He 
I  wanted  to  get  rid  of  the  idea  that  this 
I  was  an  addition  of  even  one  shilling  to 
jthe  revenue  of    Trinity    College.     The 
I  object  of  the  clause  was  to  facilitate  the 
I  working  of  the  Bill  when  it  passed  into 
I  law.    Trinity  College  was  a  head  land- 
I  lord,  but  it  was  also  a  direct  landlord  of 
la  substantial   portion  of   land  all  over 
I  Ireland,  and  this  provision  would  have 
1  no  application  to  that  land. 
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Mr.  FLAVIN: 
landlord  too. 


And  a  pretty   strict 


CAMPBELL:  But  this 
no    application    to    Trinity 


Mr.  JAMES 
clause   had 

College  in  its  dealings  with  tenants  where 
it  was  the  direct  landlord.    What  was  the 
position  t    £36,000  a  year  was  the  in- 
come  of  Trinity  College  from  head-rents. 
That  formed  a  substantial  portion  of  the 
money  with  which  it  had  to  carry  on  the 
work  of  education  in  Ireland.     Imagine 
to  what  extent  Trinity  College  would  be 
crippled    if,  at  a     time    when    every 
educational     institution    was    putting 
forth    a     demand     for    more    money 
for     the     purposes    of    scientific    and 
technical  instruction,  they  passed  into 
law   a  Bill   which    would    be   a   social 
revolution  in  Ireland— as  they  all  hoped, 
on  the  lines  of  prosperity  and  improve- 
ment —  on    lines    of    the  most  liberal 
character— liberal  in  money  and  liberal 
in  many  respects  not  contained  in  the 
original  Bill  and  which  many  Members 
on  that  side  of  the  House  had  reluctantly 
yielded  to,  only  in  the  expectation  that 
the  Bill  would  bring  peace  and  prosperity 
to  all  Ireland— and  which  was  going  to 
hamper  the  operations  of  the  University 
of   which,   he  ventured  to    say,   every 
Irishman  was  proud,  and  which  not  an 
Irishman  would  allow  a  word  to  be  said 
against.    In  a  measure   of  this   kind, 
the  object  and  purport  of  which  was  to 
bring  an  opportunity  for  social,  educa- 
tional, and  economical  reformation  to 
Ireland,  were  they  going  to  say  that  its 
operation  would  be  of  such  a  character 
aa  to  cripple    the    resources     of     the 
principal    educational  establishment  in 
Ireland,  and  one  which  had  hosts  of 
friends,  not  only  in  this  country  and  in 
Scotland,  but   in   every  corner  of  the 
British    Empire?       In    conclusion,    he 
wished  to  say  that  while  Trinity  College 
was  drawing  this  revenue  of  £36,000  in 
the  shape  of  head-rents,  that  represented 
to  them  a  very  small  number  of  tenants 
indeed  —  not   exceeding    100.      But  it 
affected  possibly  9,000  occupying  tenants. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  head- 
rent  ran  the   whole  way  down  till  it 
reached  the  land  itself.  What  was  really 
required  was  that  Trinity  College  should 
sustain  no  loss,  not  that  she  should  gain 
anything;  and  it  should  be  remembered 
that  in  making  this  provision  they  were 


doing  something  not  merely  in  the 
interests  of  education  in  Ireland,  but  in 
enabling  the  advantages  of  the  Bill  to  be 
granted  to  9,000  occupying  holders. 

Mr.    T.    P.    O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland)     said    that     the     hon.     and 
learned  Gentleman  had  no  reason  what- 
ever for  making   any  apology  for  the 
speech  which  he  had  just  delivered.     It 
was  a  very  able,  interesting,  and  lucid 
exposition  of  a  somewhat  tangkd  series 
of  facts.    But  to  him  the  speech  was  not 
merely  interesting  as  a  revelation  of  the 
personal    and  political  courage  of  the 
hon.   and  learned   Gentleman;    it  was 
almost  a  surprise.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  stood  up,  and,  in  accents  of 
alluring  calmness  and  peace,  asked  hen. 
Members  on    the   Irish   benches,    who 
represented  a  vast  majority  of  the  people 
of  Ireland  deprived  of  the  advantages  of 
a  University   education,   to  assist   the 
most  exclusive  University,  perhaps,  in  the 
world,    to    get     an    endowment    from 
this  House    at    the    tail    end    of   the 
Bill,    and    at    the    tail     end    of    the 
session.      But    in    the    course    of    his 
exposition  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man  forgot  to  remind  the    Committee 
that  he  came  here  a  few  weeks  ago  from 
that  same  University  pledged  to  maintain 
its    exclusive    privileges  and  to  the  ex- 
clusion of    the   majority  of  the  people 
of  Ireland  from  its  benefits.   The  hon.  and 
learned   Gentleman  asked  them  to  put 
aside    that    part  of    the  question  from 
survey.     They  declined  to  do  so.     To 
them  it  was  the  kernel  of  the  whole 
business.      He    agreed    with    the    hon. 
Member   for  South  Tyrone  that  if  the 
proposal  before  the  Committee  had  been 
for  a  generous  system  of  education — a 
really   national  system  of  education  in 
Ireland — and    if    Trinity    College  were 
really     national,     nobody     would    have 
raised    any   objection  to  an  addition  of 
£5,000  a  year,   or    even    more,  to  its 
revenue.     But  when  the  proposal  was  to 
again  endow— -for  that  was  the  real  fact 
— an  exclusive  University,  and  when  that 
was  done  not  by  direct,  straightforward 
proposal,    but    by    a    sudden    proposal 
almost  irrelevant  to  the  purposes  of  the 
Bill,  at  the  last  hour,  to    keep  up  the 
exclusiveness  of  the  University,  it  was 
bound  to  receive  the  most  serious  and 
determined    opposition    from     Members 
from  all  parts  of  Ireland.    The  hon.  and 
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learned  Gentleman  elaborated  the  point 
that  this  was  not  endowment  or  re- 
endowment.  No,  it  was  an  insurance 
against  loss  by  legislation  !  He  never 
felt  the  absence  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  the  Member  for  the  Sleaford  Division 
more  than  he  did  at  that  moment.  If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  asked  for 
£5,000  to  save  the  landed  interest  from 
loss  resulting  from  free  trade,  would 
anyone  say  it  was  not  an  endowment  1 
Was  not  insurance  against  loss,  which  was 
a  necessary  consequence  of  necessary 
legislation,  an  endowment  1  It  was; 
playing  with  words  to  speak  of  this  pro- 
posal as  not  being  an  endowment 
Suppose  it  was  proposed  that  every 
holder  of  superior  interests  in  Ireland 
should  be  saved  from  loss,  would  not 
that  be  an  endowment  ?  and  would  not 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  who  had  any- 
thing like  popular  principles,  denounce  it 
as  a  new  endowment  of  the  landed  class  ? 
Would  not  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  North  Armagh  think  he 
had  lived  to  see  an  extraordinary  day 
when  it  was  proposed  to  give  back  to  his 
class  the  money  they  had  lost  through 
legislation  ?  He  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  envy  Trinity  College ; 
and  that  with  even  his  own  opulent 
vocabulary  he  would  envy  the  still  more 
opulent  vocabulary  of  the  Solicitor- 
General  for  Ireland  who  said  that  an 
insurance  against  loss  by  legislation  was 
not  an  endowment. 

The  third  point  was  that  this  was 
for  the  benefit  of  education.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  gavej 
a  glowing  account  of  the  desirability 
of  higher  education  in  Ireland ;  but  he 
might  have  spared  himself  the  trouble  of 
passing  those  eulogiums,  because  they 
were  all  in  favour  of  higher  education. 
There  was  a  sum  of  nearly  £190,000  which 
Ireland  had  earned  for  education ;  and 
according  to  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  object  of  this  fund  was 
not  to  promote  the  elementary,  popular 
and  free  education  of  the  people  of 
Ireland,  but  that  it  should  be  given  to 
an  exclusive  and  rich  University.  That 
was  what  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  called  encouraging  education. 
The  money  was  to  be  filched  from  the 
masses  of  the  people,  and  given  to  the 
intolerant  University  of  the  minority 
of  the  people.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  might  think  that  he  1 
Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor. 


l  was  using  a  harsh  word  when  he  called 
Trinity  College  an  intolerant  University. 
What  was  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman's  reply  1  Speaking  from  the 
bench  from  which  they  had  often  heard 
the  Prime  Minister  speaking  on  the  Irish 
University  question  and  Trinity  College, 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
declared  that  Trinity  College  was  a 
tolerant  and  national  University,  and 
that  observation  was  cheered  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  sitting  near  him.  The  right 
hon.  and    learned  Gentleman  said  that 

I  all  its  endowments  were  open  to  men 
of  all  creeds.  That  was  the  language 
of  the  subordinate  of  the  Prime  Minister, 
who  had  done  more  to  extirpate  that 
miserable  and  mendacious  fallacy  than 
any  other  man  in  the  kingdom,  by 
speeches  in  which  he  declared,  over  and 
over  again,  that  although  all  the  endow- 
ments of  Trinity  College  were  nominally 
open  to  Catholics,  its  atmosphere  was  so 
exclusively  Protestant  that  no  self-re- 
specting Catholic  parent  would  send  his 
son  to  it. 

What  was  the  fourth  defence)  It 
was  that  Trinity  College  was  in  a 
different  position  from  other  bodies, 
|  because  its  relations  with  its  tenants 
were  regulated  by  statutes.  They  had 
heard  that  this  statute  did  this,  and 
that  the  other  statute  did  that,  and  that 
such-and-such  an  agreement  was  em- 
bodied in  an  Act  of  Parliament.  What 
inference  did  he  draw  from  that  1  It 
was  that  another  Act  of  Parliament 
was  the  proper  way  of  dealing  with  this 
question ;  not  a  subordinate  clause 
sprung  on  the  House  of  Commons  at 
the  tail  end  of  the  session.  He  would 
prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  hon. 
Member  that  in  order  to  carry  out  the 
proposal  of  the  right,  hon.  Gentleman 
an  Act  of  Parliament  was  necessary. 
The  only  real  defence  which  had  been 
made  for  this  clause  was  that  suggested 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
North  Louth.  He  said  that  unless  this 
money  were  given  to  Trinity  College  the 
tenants  would  not  be  able  to  buy  their 
holdings.  He  himself  admitted  there 
was  force  in  that ;  but  there  again  an 
Act  of  Parliament  was  required.  He 
challenged  the  Chief  Secretary  to  show 
that  this  clause  would  effect  the  object 
he  had. in  view.  The  process  would  be 
this.    The    middleman   and^the    tenant 
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would  negotiate,  the  middleman  would 
get  as  an  inducement  to  sell  a  number  of 
years   purchase,   and    the   bonus.      He 
then  had  to  pay  Trinity  College.     But 
how  was  Trinity  College  going  to  deal 
with    the   matter?      The    right    hon. 
Gentleman    proposed    to    give    Trinity 
College  £5,000  to  make  up  its  loss.   But 
what  compulsion  was  there  on  Trinity 
College  by  this  clause  to  make  such  an 
allowance  to  the  middleman  as   would 
induce  the  middleman  to  sell  1    Direct 
provision  would  have  to  be  made  for 
that,  and  it  could    not  be  made  in  a 
single    clause;     it    would    require    an 
Act  to  itself.     But  even  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  were    to  answer  him   satis- 
factorily on  that  point,  his  objection — an 
objection  which  was  shared  by  every  hon. 
Member  on  the   Irish  benches,  and  by 
some  hon.    Gentlemen   opposite — would 
remain  as  it  was.     The  clause  was  in  his 
opinion  anticipating,  and  unfairly  antici- 
pating, the  settlement  of  the  University 
question.      They   felt  very  strongly   on 
that  question.     They    had   been   urging 
the  claims  of  their  co-religionists  in  this 
matter  for  nearly  half-a-century.  Measure 
after  measure  had  been  proposed  in  this 
House  for  dealing  with  that  grievance, 
and  popular  opinion  in  Ireland — not  only 
on  the  part  of  the  Catholics,  but  also  on 
the    part  of    tolerant    Protestants — was 
unanimous  as  to  its  removal.     The  Prime 
Minister  had  admitted  the  existence  of 
the    grievance,  and    had  asked  that  it 
should  be  removed  ;  but  it  still  remained 
unredressed.   A  Ministry,  many  Members 
of  which  were  pledged  to  the  principle  of 
dealing  with  this  question,  was  in  office 
for  several  years,  and  it  still  remained 
unredressed,  and  after  those  long  years  of 
patient  and  weary  waiting  for  the  redress 
of    the     University     question,     Trinity 
College — a  rival  and  exclusive  University 
— was  able  to  put  a  blunderbuss  to  their 
heads  and  demand  a  new  endowment  in 
addition  to  its  already  large  revenues. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  that  some  of 
the  speakers  who  had  taken  part  in  the 
debate  said  that  in  making  his  proposal  I 
he  had  avoided  details,  and  had  placed  a 
somewhat  scanty  defence  before  the  Com- 
mittee. His  defence  for  having  avoided 
details  was  that  he  knew  his  nght  hon. 
and  learned  friend  the  Solicitor-General 
was  prepared  to  deal  with  the  details  of 
the  question ;  and  hon.  Members  who  had 


[  heard  his  right  hon.  and  learned  friend's 
speech  would  agree  that  he  was  right  in 
leaving  the  matter  to  him,  and  not  taking 
it  into  his  own  more  clumsy  hands.  The 
I  defence  of  this  proposal  was  to  be  found 
in  the  speech  of  the  Solicitor-General. 
Any  hon.  Member  who  had  listened  t  > 
that  speech  would  agree  with  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  Trinity  College  question 
was  a  unique  question,  and  a  very  com- 
plicated question;  and  that  it  did 
constitute  a  bar  to  purchase  in  areas 
which  were  scattered  here  and  there  over 
the  whole  of  Ireland.  The  hon.  Member 
I  who  had  just  spoken  went  into  the 
distribution  of  the  purchase  money,  and 
said  that  on  the  face  of  the  Bill  the 
middleman  could  sell  without  consulting 
Trinity  College.  That  was  not  an  over- 
statement of  the  case;  but  there  was 
i  sometimes  not  only  one  but  two,  and  in 
|  some  cases  three,  middlemen  intervening 
between  the  occupier  of  the  soil  and  the 
|  superior  interests  of  Trinity  College.  In 
\  the  complicated  task  of  ascertaining  the 
value  of  these  interests  and  of  redeeming 
the  superior  interest,  if  it  were  not  law 
it  was  human  nature  and  sure  prophecy 
to  say  that  the  fact  that  the  business 
could  be  carried  through  would  be  an 
element  of  very  potent  and  very  beneficial 
effect.  The  middleman  would  not  sell  if 
he  believed  that  after  the  sale  he  would 
get  nothing  but  the  bonus.  Therefore, 
without  following  the  argument  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  at  too  great  a  length,  he 
might  say  that  the  fact  of  putting  sufficient 
in  the  general  pool  to  leave  the  middleman 
something  more  than  the  bonus 
was  a  rough-and-ready,  but,  as  far  *as 
it  went,  a  practical  help  towards  the 
solution  of  this  difficult  problem. 
Would  it  go  far  enough  t  He  was  not 
now  speaking  of  money  alone.  He  was 
very  much  struck  by  the  suggestion 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
North  Louth,  with  part  of  which  he 
was  disposed  to  concur.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  asked  them  to  substitute 
for  this  provision  a  separate  and  close 
investigation  into  the  whole  of  the 
difficult  questions  of  Trinity  College 
head-rents  and  intervening  interests.  He 
could  not  accept  that  as  a  substitute  ;  but 
'he  thought  it  would  be  well  worth 
while  for  the  Government  to  consider  it  as 
an  addition.  He  feared  that  in  respect 
of  Trinity  College  and  its  head-rents 
and  intervening  interest  they  would  find 
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the  progress  of  land  purchase  delayed, 
and  that  would  have  the  effect  of  dis- 
appointing the  hopes  which  the  Bill  had 
raised.  The  result,  as  far  as  the  occupier 
of  the  soil  was  concerned,  would  be 
accidental  and  adventitious.  It  was  not 
his  fault  that  he  held  under  a  lessee 
of  Trinity  College.  They  would  have 
purchase  going  gaily  forward  on  one  side 
of  the  hedge  ana  impossible  on  the  other 
side. 

The  hon.  Gentleman  for  East  Mayo 
asked  why  he  was  not  prepared  to 
deal  with  this  problem  in  another  session ; 
and  the  hon.  Gentleman  followed  that 
up  by  instituting  a  comparison  between 
these  9,000  or  10,000  occupiers  who  held 
under  lessees  of  Trinity  College  and  the 
labourers  of  Ireland.  If  he  could 
look  at  it  from  the  abstract,  he 
would  be  prepared  to  say  that 
legislation  that  would  give  great  satisfac- 
tion to  the  whole  of  the  labourers  of 
Ireland  would  be  more  important  than 
legislation  giving  the  advantage  of  pur- 
chase 9,000  tenants.  But  how  could  he 
look  at  it  in  the  abstract  ?  These  9,000 
tenants  were  9,000  out  of  all  the  occupying 
tenants  in  Ireland  ;  and  as  this  was  a  Bill 
to  give  the  occupying  tenants  an  oppor- 
tunity of  becoming  the  owners  of  their 
holdings  he  had  to  look  at  the  9,000  in 
relation  to  the  balance  of  490,000  tenants, 
and  not  in  relation  to  the  labourers  of 
Ireland,  whose  wants  he  would  consider 
in  the  ensuing  months  when  the  labours 
of  this  Bill  were  completed.  He  had  been 
asked,  "  Why  introduce  a  question  of 
this  magnitude  so  late  in  the  session  1 " 


MR.T.M.HEALY: 
notice. 


And  at  such  short 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  he  feared 
it  would  be  difficult  to  give  an  answer 
which  would  be  satisfactory  to  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite ;  but  there  had  been 
an  accommodating  process  going  on,  on 
parallel  lines,  involving  a  good  many 
negotiations  among  those  interested  in 
the  Bill.  He  was  not  saying  that  they 
had  done  all  that  they  might  have  done, 
but  every  one  had  distinguished  himself 
by  a  spirit  of  co-operation  in  dealing 
with  questions  more  difficult  than  this 
one.  Take  the  evicted  tenants  question. 
He  should  not  dwell  upon  that,  but 
many  Members  on  his  side  of  the  House 
had    co-operated  to    the   best    of  their 

Mr.  Wyndham. 


power  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  agree- 
ment on  that  question.  There  re- 
mained a  number  of  other  questions, 
which  remained  in  what  he  might  call  a 
state  of  suspended  animation,  and  why 
should  there  be  no  set-off  1  The  settle- 
ment of  this  matter  had  only  been 
arrived  at  on  Tuesday  morning,  and  it 
was  only  one  of  a  number  of  questions  as 
to  which  he  had  been  approached.  As 
this  was  a  Bill  which  was  to  carry  good- 
will to  Ireland,  he  thought  they  ought  not 
to  allow  this  matter,  touching  a  great  insti- 
tution of  which  all  Irishmen  were  proud,  to 
remain  open,  or  to  endanger  its  primary 
duty,  that  of  educating  the  youth  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  CLANCY  said  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  said  that  the  defence  of 
the  Government  proposal  was  to  be 
found  in  the  speech  of  the  Solicitor- 
General  for  Ireland,  but  so  far  as  he 
heard  it  the  speech  of  the  Gentleman 
was  quite  irrelevant  to  the  issue  before 
the  Committee.  The  Solicitor-General 
dealt  in  his  speech  not  with  the  question 
before  the  Committee  but  with  the 
totally  different  question  raised  on  the 
new  clause  in  the  name  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Armagh.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  discussed  the 
relations  between  Trinity  College  and  its 
middlemen,  which  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  question  before  the  Committee. 
Whether  the  rents  should  be  varied  or 
not  had  no  relation  to  the  question  of 
whether  Trinity  College  should  be 
reimbursed  out  of  the  equivalent  grant, 
so  that  the  defence  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  was  no  defence  at 
all.  The  question  was  whether  Trinity 
College  on  selling  its  superior  interests 
ought  to  obtain  out  of  an  Irish  Imperial 
fund  £5,000  a  year  for  ever  ;  and  the 
only  ground  upon  which  such  a  sugges- 
tion could  be  defended  was  that  Trinity 
College  occupied  a  unique  position.  But 
where  was  the  difference  between  the  posi- 
tion of  Trinity  College  and  all  the  other 
landowners  of  Ireland  who  only  had  a 
superior  interest  1  The  only  difference 
that  he  could  see  was  that  in  some 
cases  Trinity  College  had  acted  under 
statute,  and  that  the  other  owners  had 
exercised  their  rights  to  agree  with 
their  tenants.  That  was  the  only 
difference      K  was  **iA  that    Trinity 
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C/ollege  had  middlemen  under  them,  but 
there  were  hundreds  of  owners  in 
Ireland  in  the  same  position  whose 
superior  interests  were  as  well  safe- 
guarded as  those  of  Trinity  College ;  and 
that  being  so  it  was  a  most  extraordinary 
thing  that  the  Government  should  come 
at  any  time,  but  especially  at  a  time 
like  this,  and  pick  out  a  single  landlord 
for  the  purpose  of  making  good  to  him 
the  losses  he  might  incur  under  this 
SOI  by  compulsory  sale.  Because 
Trinity  College  could  be  compulsorily 
relieved,  and  the  price  to  be  paid  for 
ite  superior  interests  had  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  Land  Commission.  In  every 
county  of  every  province  in  Ireland  he 
could  pick  out  dozens  of  landlords  who 
had  middlemen  under  them,  and  in  their 
case  the  lowest  middleman  could  sell  to 
the  tenants  and  every  man  above  him 
could  be  redeemed  against  his  will,  but 
it  was  not  suggested  that  all  those 
landlords  should  be  relieved.  The 
Government  proposed  to  compensate  no 
one  but  Trinity  College,  the  one  land- 
lord who  in  some  respects  had  rendered 
itself  most  hated  by  the  majority  of  the 
people  of  Ireland.  But  assuming  that 
Trinity  College  ought  to  be  compensated, 
the  object  of '  this  Bill  was  a  great 
Imperial  object ;  its  object  was  to  pacify 
Ireland,  to  establish  peace  and  settle 
the  long-standing  quarrel  between 
landlord  and  tenant,  and  for  that  purpose 
Parliament  was  about  to  sanction  a 
loan  of  £100,000,000  and  a  grant  of 
£12,000,000,  and  if  Trinity  Colege  was 
to  be  compensated  surely  the  money  re- 
quired for  effecting  that  object  ought  to 
bo  obtained  out  of  an  Imperial  fund  also. 
This  grant  of  £5,000  a  year  was  to  be 
made  not  merely  for  fifteen  years  but 
for  ever.  How  much  could  not  that 
sum  have  done  for  the  congested  dis- 
tricts in  the  West  of  Ireland,  or  for 
all  those  poor  localities  which  required 
piers  and  harbours,  but  were  unable  to 
provide  the  necessary  money  out  of  local 
sources  1  Instead  of  being  so  used,  it 
was  to  be  devoted  to  the  endowment  of 
an  alreadv  rich  University,  which  had 
certainly  been  too  much  favoured  in  the 
pact,  to  the  injury  of  the  interests  of 
the  rest  of  Ireland. 

He  was  really  astonished  to  hear  the 
old  story  repeated  about  Trinity  College 
being  open  to  Catholics     It  was  open  to 


them  in  exactly  the  same  sense  as  the 
Protestant  churches  were  in  the  time  of 
Cromwell.  Trinity  College  did  not  satisfy 
Catholics,  and  it  was  to  this  institution, 
when  other  educational  institutions 
were  starved  for  lack  of  assistance, 
that  a  sum  was  to  be  given  at  the 
rate  of  £5,000  a  year.  The  Chief  Secre 
tary  had  seemed  to  imply  that  a  portion 
of  the  money  would  be  pooled  in  order 
to  filter  into  the  pockets  of  the  middle- 
men, who  would  thereby  be  induced  to 
sell  to  their  under-tenants.  He  did  not 
think  that  would  be  the  case.  The 
£5,000  would  be  kept  for  Trinity  College 
alone,  to  compensate  it  for  any  loss  that 
might  be  incurred  in  the  redemption 
of  its  superior  interests.  Not  a  penny 
would  go  into  the  pockets  of  the  middle 
men  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  land 
purchase  It  was  also  urged  that  certain 
compensations  were  being  given,  the 
reference  being  to  the  ridiculous  ques- 
tion of  the  reversions  of  the  Crown* 
Those  reversions  were  worth  very  little, 
and  even  that  little  had  to  be  paid  for, 
as  there  was  no  provision  in  the  Bill, 
except  in  the  case  of  an  interest  which 
had  practically  disappeared,  for  relieving 
the  Irish  tenant  in  the  last  resort  from 
paying  for  these  reversions.  But  even 
if  the  reverse  were  the  case,  it  was  no 
defence  for  this  proposal. 

Mb.  BUTCHER  said  that  if  the 
estates,  of  which  Trinity  College  was 
head  landlord,  were  to  be  sold,  Trinity 
College  would  undoubtedly  suffer  a  con- 
siderable loss — a  loss  which  had  been 
put  as  high  as  £9,000  a  year — and  the 
question  was  whether  the  Committee 
were  prepared  to  allow  such  a  great 
educational  institution  to  suffer  that  loss 
through  the  operation  of  a  Bill  from 
which  so  much  good  was  expected.  He 
believed  that  every  friend  of  higher 
education  in  England  and  Ireland  would 
deplore  any  result  which  either  paralysed 
the  activity  or  in  any  way  diminished  the 
energies  of  that  great  institution.  He 
regretted  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Scot- 
land Division  had  seen  fit  to  attempt 
to  divert  the  discussion  to  the  irrelevant 
question  of  the  religious  controversies  in 
connection  with  Irish  education.  He 
would  certainly  not  follow  his  example, 
and  he  was  sorry  the  hon.  Member  had 
struck  a  jarring  note  which  hitherto  had 
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been  conspicuously  absent  from  the 
discussion.  Trinity  College  deserved  all 
the  Committee  could  do  for  it.  It  had 
an  illustrious  history  of  which  every 
Irishman  was  proud.  It  was  almost 
the  one  institution  founded  in  Ire- 
land by  England  which  had  had  such  con- 
tinuous success.  For  three  centuries 
past  Trinity  College  had  been  the  home 
of  literature,  art,  and  science,  and  had 
produced  many  of  the  most  illustrious 
men  of  the  time.  Had  not  such  an  insti- 
tution a  special  right  to  claim  the  inter- 
vention of  the  Committee  to  save  it  from 
loss  consequent  upon  the  working  of  this 
Bill?  It  had  been  said  that  Trinity 
College  had  no  more  claim  to  be  indem- 
nified again  loss  than  a  private  owner  of 
superior  interests.  Surely  the  case  of  a 
great  educational  body,  whose  income  was 
derived  almost  exclusively  from  land,  was 
entirely  different  from  that  of  a  private 
individual  1  The  Committee  had  been 
asked  why  Trinity  College  should  be  com- 
pensated, and  Maynooth  not.  What 
would  Maynooth  receive  under  this 
Bill  ?  Maynooth,  and  other  institutions 
holding  mortgages,  would  receive  in  full 
their  mortgage  money  and  all  the  interest. 
[Several  Irish  Members  :  But  not  their 
income.] 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  In- 
demnify  Maynooth,  and  we  can  settle  the 
question. 

Mr.  BUTCHER  thought  there  was 
hardly  a  place  out  of  Ireland  where  a 
mortgagee  would  complain  if  he  was  re- 
paid his  money  with  interest  in  full.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  Trinity  College  was 
a  great  educational  institution  and  would 
suffer  loss  by  the  operation  of  the  Bill, 
he  held  it  was  only  right  that  pro 
vision  should  be  made  against  its  educa- 
tional work  being  impaired  through  that 
loss.  The  only  question  was  whether  or 
not  the  money  should  come  out  of  this 
particular  fund.  He  did  not  deny  that 
in  some  respects  it  would  have  been 
better  if  some  other  fund  could  have  been 
drawn  upon.  But  there  was  no  other 
fund  available,  and  that  being  so,  he 
should  certainly  heartily  support  the 
clause. 

CfcxoNEL  NOLAN  said  that  it  had  been 
estimated  that  Trinity  College  might  lose 
About  wC5,000  a  year  under  this  Bill.     It 

^      Butcher. 


should  not  be  forgotten  that  there  was 
another  college  called  Maynooth  College. 
Trinity  College  educated  the  Protestant 
Church  and  Maynooth  College  the 
Catholic  Church.  It  had  been  estimated 
that  Maynooth  College  was  going  to  lose 
£3,000  a  year.  That  was  the  whole 
question.  [Nationalist  cries  of  "No, 
no."]  He  believed  that  was  at  the  bottom 
of  the  whole  of  this  debate.  [A  Nation- 
alist Member  :  Not  at  all,  it  never  was 
mentioned.]  That  was  his  opinion  at 
any  rate.  The  Government  were  taking 
care  of  Trinity  College  but  were  taking 
no  care  of  Maynooth  College,  which  was. 
placed  practically  in  the  same  boat  by 
this  Bill  If  this  proposal  were  extended 
to  Maynooth  College  he  should  be  quite 
willing  to  vote  for  the  Chief  Secretary'* 
proposal. 

Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.)  said  there 
was  no  proposal  in  the  Bill  to  make  either 
Trinity  College  or  any  other  college  sell 
its  land,  and  they  were  giving  this  money 
to  Trinity  College  without  any  compul- 
sion to  sell.  Out  of  money  due  to  primary 
education  for  the  great  majority  of  the 
Catholic  children  of  Ireland  they  were 
going  to  devote  £5,000  to  maintain  an 
utterly  un-national  University  in  Ireland 
in  its  present  position,  and  this  would 
prevent  the  possibility  of  the  education 
question  in  Ireland  being  regarded  upon 
fair  grounds  in  the  future.  It  would  be  to 
the  advantage  of  Trinity  College  to  have 
no  sales  at  all,  but  allow  this  £5,000  a 
year  to  accumulate  indefinitely,  and  he 
believed  this  clause  would  have  an 
absolutely  opposite  effect  to  that  which 
was  intended. 


Mr.  POWER  (Waterford,  E.)  said 
that  after  the  speech  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  he  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  Nationalist  Members 
had  been  treated  most  unfairly  upon 
this  matter.  The  object  of  this  Bill  was 
to  promote  the  transfer  of  land  from  the 
landlords  to  the  occupiers,  and  in  that 
object  all  parts  of  the  House  concurred. 
When  this  Bill  was  laid  upon  the  Table 
of  the  House  it  was  never  contemplated 
that  it  would  be  used  as  a  medium  for  a 
further  endowment  to  Trinity  College* 
All  sections  of  the  House  had  reason  to* 
complain  that  with  little  or  no  notice 
this  clause  was  "dumped"  down  and 
they  were  asked  to  pass  an  endo^^nt 
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of  £5,000  a  year.  Very  few  Irish  Mem- 
bers had  ventured  to  take  part  in  this 
discussion  to  support  the  views  of  His 
Majesty's  Government.  Very  few  Irish 
Members  who  voted  for  this  endowment 
could  face  their  constituencies  with 
equanimity.  He  could  not  differentiate 
between  Trinity  College  and  other  people 
in  Ireland  who  possessed  similar  interests. 
He  would  not  follow  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  York  into  a  discussion  upon 
the  merits  of  Trinity  College.  The 
Solicitor-General  had  told  them  that 
Trinity  College  was  a  great  institution  of 
which  they  might  all  be  proud.  He 
agreed  that  this  College  had  produced 
eminent  men,  but  as  a  Catholic  he  con- 
tended that  it  had  failed  in  its  mission  in 
a  most  disgraceful  way  and  left  the  vast 
majority  of  an  intelligent  people  without 
the  University  education  which  would  fit 
them  for  their  part  in  life.  He  did  not 
know  why  this  differentiation  should  be 
made,  because  there  were  many  other  in- 
stitutions in  Ireland  which  had  a  much 
greater  claim  upon  the  public  purse.  He 
failed  to  see  how  they  would  be  able  to 
deal  with  other  institutions  like  Mavnooth 
later  on  after  this  proposal  had  been 
carried.  He  had  heard  no  justification 
for  the  Government  adopting  this  course 
under  a  Bill  for  transferrins  the  owner- 
ship of  land  from  the  landlord  to  the 
tenant.  The  Government  appeared  to 
be  seeking  by  a  side  wind  to  give  a 
further  endowment  to  an  institution 
which  had  failed  in  its  mission  and  which 
had  already  had  too  much  from  public 
funds. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND(Clare,  E.) 
said  he  wished  to  impress  upon  the  Chief 
Secretary  the  great  difficulty  in  which  he 
had  placed  hon.  Members  representing 
Irish  constituencies.  This  debate  illus- 
trated the  truth  of  the  fact  that  the  House 
of  Commons  was  the  place  where  surprises 
continually  took  place.  They  had  got 
on  fairly  well  with  the  Land  Bill  so  far, 
and  they  had  discussed  it  without  tread- 
ing upon  those  topics  which  in  the  past 
had  caused  strong  Party  feeling  in  Ireland ; 
but  now,  by  some  evil  chance,  on  the  very 
last  day  of  the  Committee  stage  they 
came  down  expecting  their  labours  to  be 
over,  and  found  themselves  suddenly 
launched  into  a  debate  upon  the  one 
subject  which  above  all  others  was  most 
calculated  to  arouse  Party  feeling  in  Ire- 


land and  the  strongest  possible  expression 
of  opinion  from  hon.  Members  in  this 
House.  If  Nationalist  Members  followed 
the  example  which  had  been  set  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  York,, 
there  would  be  no  prospect  of  making, 
any  progress  with  the  Bill  that  day 
beyond  this  Amendment.  He  did  not. 
think  anybody  wished  to  enter  into  a. 
discussion  of  the  position  of  Trinity. 
College,  or  of  education  in  Ireland  but, 
it  was  an  unfortunate  thing  that  Trinity. 
College  should  be  treated  in  this  special 
manner.  He  was  perfectly  certain  that 
when  the  people  of  Ireland  read  that 
almost  the  first  grant  made  from  this 
sum  of  money  given  to  Ireland  was  to* 
Trinity  College  there  would  be  consterna- 
tion and  indignation  from  one  end  of 
the  country  to  the  other.  He  had  been 
si m ply  inundated  with  letters  from  all' 
parts  of  his  constituency,  and  from  all  over 
the  country  containing  suggestions  as  to 
how  a  considerable  proportion  of  this* 
money  could  be  spent  to  'better  the- 
education  of  the  masses  of  the  people 
and  approving  of  the  national  system. 
He  had  received  letters  from  national 
school  teachers  and  managers  in  every 
portion  of  the  county  of  Clare  begging, 
him  to  bring  before  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  necessity  of  giving  some, 
of  this  equivalent  grant  to  improve  the 
national  schools,  many  of  which  were  in 
a  deplorable  condition.  The  schools 
were  not  properly  heated  in  the  winter 
time,  and  even  from  the  point  of  view 
of  making  the  schools  habitable  and 
tolerable,  money  ought  to  be  spent  upon 
them.  He  had  told  the  people  repeatedly 
that  he  believed  that  when  this 
money  came  to  be  allotted  large 
sums  would  be  spent  for  improving 
educational  facilities  amongst  the  masses, 
and  that,  pending  this  Land  Bill,  it  was- 
impossible  to  deal  with  the  matter.  To- 
morrow those  people  would  find  that  the 
first  sum  dealt  with  out  of  this  equivalent, 

frant  had  been  allotted  not  to  education, 
ut  had  actually  been  given  to  Trinity 
College.  It  was  enough  to  break  the 
heart  of  any  man  who  strove  to  bring 
conviction  home  to  the  people  that  any 
Government  in  this  country  could  deal 
fairly  and  squarely  by  them.  As  a  Uni- 
versity for  national  purposes  in  Ireland,. 
Trinity  College  had  lamentably  failed. 
This  was  not  an  occasion  for  discussing. 
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the  University  question  of  Ireland,  and 
yet  it  was  almost  forced  upon  them, 
lie  would  beg  the  Chief  Secretary  at  the 
last  moment  to  try  if  he  could  hit  upon 
some  other  plan  of  dealing  with  the 
matter  than  the  one  set  forth  in  the 
Amendment  they  were  discussing.  He 
told  the  Chief  Secretary  with  every 
desire  to  make  the  final  stages  of  this 
Bill  unanimous  and  satisfactory  to  all 
Parties  that  this  one  thing  was  a  taint 
on  their  proceedings  and  would  embitter 
all  the  good  things  that  had  gone  before. 

It  had  been  said  that  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary had  endeavoured  to  meet  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  masses  of  the  Irish 
people,  and  he  believed  the  Bill  as 
amended  undoubtedly  proved  that  Still 
the  good  results  of  any  steps  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  taken  to  meet  them  in 
these  matters  would  be  completely  wiped 
out  and  obliterated  by  this  last  proposal, 
which  would  raise  in  Ireland  in  one 
second  all  the  questions  which  most 
divided  the  people,  and  which  were  most 
calculated  to  cause  excitement  in  the 
country.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  going  to  deal  in  a  special  way  with 
estates  where  there  were  middlemen  let 
him  devise  some  scheme  in  future  and 
deal  not  alone  with  property  of  Trinity 
College  but  with  all  properties  where 
there  were  middlemen.  And  if  money 
was  to  be  devoted  to  the  solution  of  that 
branch  of  the  question,  in  the  name  of 
Heaven  let  him  have  one  more  interview 
with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
with  a  view  of  getting  the  money  from 
:8ome  other  source.  When  £185,000 
was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Irish 
Government  as  an  education  equivalent 
.grant  the  very  trst  thing  the  Chief 
Secretary  did  with  it  was  to  give  £5,000 
to  Trinity  College.  The  right  hon. 
■Gentleman  knew  perfectly  well  from  his 
intercourse  with  men  of  all  sections  in 
the  country  that  this  proposal  was  bad 
in  itself.  It  would  seem  a  great  deal 
worse  to  the  people  of  Ireland.  It  would 
be  taken  really  as  a  challenge  to  them 
not  only  on  the  University  question,  but 
on  the  question  of  education  generally  in 
Ireland.  In  the  name  of  goodness  let  them 
leave  this  equivalent  grant  alone  until 
they  could  apply  it  to  national  purposes 
which  would  meet  with  the  approval  of 
-a  vast  majority  of  the  Irish  people.  He 
.hoped  the  example  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 

Mr.  William  Redmond. 


man  the  Member  for  York  would  not 
be  followed.  This  was  not  the  time  to 
go  into  the  questions  raised  by  the  very 
mention  of  the  name  of  Trinity  College. 
He  would  appeal  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  allow  them  to  depart  from 
the  House  that  evening  with  the  con- 
sciousness that  this  Bill  nad  been  carried 
through  in  a  spirit  of  toleration  and  fair 
play.  He  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  not  in  the  last  lines  send  a 
message  to  Ireland  which  would  cause 
great  indignation  in  the  country. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  YOUNG  (Cavan,  E.) 
asked  whether  this  grant  was  conditional 
on  the  transfer  of  the  land  of  Trinity 
College  to  the  tenants  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  if  the  hon. 
Member  would  read  the  words  of  the 
clause  he  would  see  that  it  was  only  put 
aside  for  that  purpose,  and  that  it  could 
be  used  for  no  other.  He  assured 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Clare 
that  he  had  had  in  this  matter  to  deal 
with  a  practical  difficulty.  He  knew 
the  solution  he  had  adopted  would  not 
commend  itself  to  hon.  Members  from 
Ireland.  He  wished  he  could  find  an 
alternative.  He  did  not  feel  that  he 
could  leave  this  question  out.  and  he 
was  afraid  he  must  ask  the  Committee 
to  allow  the  clause  to  pass.  He  knew 
the  fund  on  which  the  burden  fell  was  a 
fund  to  which  all  Ireland  was  looking, 
and  he  did  not  attempt  to  minimise  the 
disappointment  hon.  Members  felt.  He 
would  far  sooner  that  the  money  could 
be  found  from  another  source,  but  the 
same  objection  would  be  raised  if  they 
looked  to  any  other  source.  He  was  not 
in  a  position  to  lay  his  hand  on  money 
for  the  purpose.  He  should  be  sorry  if 
the  Committee  stage,  which  had  pro- 
ceeded with  so  much  amity,  were  to  end 
in  another  tone,  and  he  hoped  that 
would  not  be  the  case. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  We  will 
forget  all  about  it  in  three  months. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  said 
he  believed  this  vote  now  to  be 
passed  would  do  no  good  to  Trinity 
College,    but    rather    the    reverse.    It 
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would  embitter  feeling  against  that  in- 
stitution. He  was  going  to  vote  de- 
liberately against  this  grant  to  Trinity 
College,  because  when  he  went  through 
Ireland  he  saw  the  ruins  of  I  fish 
Catholic  Universities,  and  because  Uni- 
versity Education  was  withheld  from  his 
Catholic  fellowcountrymen.  He  would 
not  have  the  heart  in  these  circum- 
stances to  vote  an  additional  endowment 
of  £5,000  to  Trinity  College.  The 
220,000  acres  held  by  Trinity  College 
came  to  that  institution  from  the 
Catholic  University  in  Dublin.   Before 


Oxford  and  Cambridge  were  founded  the 
Irish  Universities  shed  their  light  all 
over  Europe,  but  these  institutions 
were  now  silent.  He  had  heard  the 
Prime  Minister  say  that  he  had  not  the 
heart  to  propose  a  Vote  for  £5,000  to 
Belfast  College  when  the  great  mass  of 
the  Irish  people  who  were  Roman 
Catholics  had  no  College  at  all. 

Question  put. 

Committee  divided.    Ayes,  197  ;  Noes, 
134.    (Division  List  No/UO.) 


Agg-Gardner,  James  TynU 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anton,  Sir  William  Keynell 
ArkwrLsht,  John  Stanhope 
Ami,  Sir  William 
Atkinson.  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Anbrey-Fletcher,Rt.  Hn.SirH. 
Bagot,  Capt  Josceline  Fitzroy 
BaSer,  James  {Wa1  worth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baud,  John  George  Alexander 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (ManW 
Balfour,CaptainC.  B.  (Hornsey) 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch 
Banbary,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Beach,  Rt.  Hon.  SirM.  Hicks 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bill,  Charles 
BlundeH,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Brand,  Hon.  Arthur  G. 
Brassy,  Albert 
Bollard,  Sir  Harry 
Botcher.  John  George 
Campbell,  Rt  Hn  J  A  (Glasg.) 
Campbell, J.  H.  M.  (Dublin  Univ 
Canon,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Oaveodish,  R.  F.  IN.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.(Derbysh. 
Oayser,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Ceeil,  Lord  Hagh  {Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt  Hon  J  (Birm 
Chamberiaio.Rt.Hii.  J  A  ( Wore 
€hemheriayno,  T.  (Southmptn 
Chapman,  Edward 
Chamnston,  Spencer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clan,  Octavint  Leigh 
dive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hod.  T.  H.  A  E. 
•Conines,  Rt  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb^irJohnCharlea  Ready 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
■Cox,  Irwin  Ed  war.  I  Bainbridge 
Craig,CharlesCartis(-4  ntrim,  S 
Crippe,  Charles  Alfred 
Croat,  Alexander  {Glasgow) 
Croat.  EL  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cro-atey,  SfrSevile 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
i/eimy,  lAMones 


AYES. 

Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wmgfield- 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Dorington,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  E. 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Ed7 
Fergusson,Rt  HnSir  J.  (MancW 
Finch,  Rt  Hn.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  B&nnatyne 
Fit  zOerald,  Sir  Robert  Penrose 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edw.  Algernon 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foeter,PhiliDS.(  Warwick,S.  W 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbs,  Hn.  Vioary  (St.  Albans 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gordon  Hn.  J .  E.  (Elgin  k  Nrn 
Gore,HnG.  R.  C.  Ormsby  -(Salop 
Gore,  Hon. S.F. Ormsby- (Line. 
Gor*t,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,Sr  E.W.  [Bury  St  Bd% 
Greene,Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond  (Cambs 
Gretton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Hain,  Edward 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Hamilton.Rt.Hn.Ld.G.  (MUVx 
Hamilton,  Marq.  of  (Londondy 
Hare.  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  G. 
Heath.  James  (Staff*..  N.  W.) 
Henderson,  8ir  Alexan.^r 
Hermon-Hodge.  Sir  Robert  i 
Hope,  J.  F.  (She*..  Blside) 
Hoult.  Joseph 

Howard,  J.  (Midd..  Tot? ham 
Hutton.  John  (York*.,  N.R.) 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhoase 
Kemp,  Lieut. -Colonel  George 
Kennawav,Rt.  Hn.  Sir  JohnH. 
Kenyoo,  Hon.  G.  T.  (Denbigh 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  W.  (Salop 
Kerr,  John 
Keswick,  William 


King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow 
Lawson,JohnGrant(  Yorks.NR 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lock  wood,  Lieut.  -Ool.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Lonsdale,  John  Browmee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft 
Lvttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
MCalmont,  Colonel  James 
M'Iver,Sir  Lewis  (EdinVrghW 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
ITKillop,  Jas.  (Stirlingshire) 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Massey  -Mainwaring,  Hn.  W.  F. 
Middlemore.  Jn.Throgmorton 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Peer 
Moon,  William  (Antrim,  iv\) 
More,  Rob  t.  J  *si>er  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (Walthamstow) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thsh.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  KtHn.  A  Graham  (itafe 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Peaee,  H.  Tike  (Darlington) 
Peel.  Hn.  Wm.  R.  Wellealey 
Pemberton,  John  8.  G. 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Reid.  James  (Greenock) 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Robson,  William  Snowdoa 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
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SaundeiBon.Rt.  Hn.Col.  E.  J. 
beely,Mai.  J.EB.(Isle  ofWight 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Skewea-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  AhelH.  (Herlford,East 
Smith,H  C(North?mb.  Tyneside 
Stanley,  Edward  J  &a.  (Somerset 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  MTaggart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  Jn.  M. 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,RtHn  J.  G.  Oxford  Univ. 
Taylor,  Austin  (Bait  Tozteth) 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 


{COMMONS} 

Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walker,  Col.  William  Hall 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 
Wanklyn.  James  Leslie 
Wards,  Colonel  0.  E. 
Webb,  Col.  William  George 
Welby,Lt.-Col.A.CE(Tau»ton 
Welby,  Sir  Chas.  O.  E.  (Notts) 
Whiteley ,  H .  (A  shton-un.  -Lyne 
Whitmoxe,  Charles  Algernon 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  A.  S.  (York,  B.  B.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
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Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wodehouse,Kt.Hn.E.R.  (Bath 
Wolff;  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Worsley-Taylor,  Hry.  Wilson 
Wortley,Rt.Hon.C.  B.Stuart 
Wriffhtson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyhe,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.   Hon.  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  MajorW.  fi. 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Sir  Alexander  A  eland  - 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Abraham,  W.  (Cork,  N.B.) 

Allan,  bir  William  (Gateshead) 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Barlow,  John  Emmott 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  8.) 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 

Blake,  Edward 

Boland,  John 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Brown,  Geo.  M.  (Edinburgh) 

Burke,  E.  Hariland 

Burns,  John 

Burt,  Thomas 

Caldwell,  James 

Cameron,  Robert 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.i 

Campbell-Bannerman,   Sir  H. 

Carew,  Jame*  Laurence 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Cogan,  Denis  J. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cullinan,  J. 

Dalsiel,  James  Henry 

Daries,  M.Vaughan   (Cardign 

Delany,  William 

Devlin,  Chas.  Ramsay  (Galway 

Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 

Dillon,  John 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Duffy,  William  J. 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Emmott,  Alfred 

Farrell,  James  Patrick 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Field,  William 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Furness,  Sir  Christopher 

Gilhoolr,  James 

Grey,  Rt.  Hn.  8ir  E.  (Berwick 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  he  proposed 
to  move  as  an  Amendment  to  add  to  the 
end  of  the  clause — 

'•  Provided  this  grant-in-aid  shall  be  so 
applied  for  a  period  of  five  years  from  the 
date  of  the  passing  of  this  Act." 

They  had  had  a  great  deal  of  discussion 
on  a  time  limit  as  to  the  general  applica- 


NOES. 

Hammond,  John 

Hardie,  J.  Keir  (Merthyr  Tyd 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Hayne,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 

Healy,  Timothy  Michael 

Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West 

Hutchinson,  Dr.  CharlesFredk. 

Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (M  or  ley) 

Joicey,  Sir  James 

Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 

Jordan,  Jeremiah 

Joyce;  Michael 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Kitson,  Sir  James 

Lambert,  George 

Law,  H.  Alex.  (Donegal,  W.) 

Layland-Barratt,  Francis 

Leamy,  Edmund 

Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Acerington) 

Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lough,  Thomas 

Luna  on,  W. 

MaaDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 

MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 

M'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall 

M'Fadden,  Edward 

M'Govern,  T. 

M*Kean,  John 

M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 

McLaren,  Sir  Charles   Benj. 

Mather,  Sir  William 

Mooney,  John  J. 

Morley,  Charles  (Breeonshire) 

Murnaghan,  George 

Murphy,  John 

Newnes,  Sir  George 

Nolan,Col.  JohnP.  (Galway ,N. 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  8.) 

Norman,  Henry 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 

O'Brien,  K.  (Tipperary,  Mid) 


O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (lipperary,  N.) 
O'Brien,  William  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  Jtm.  (WicUow,  W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  8.) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O'Kelly,  J.  (Boscommon,  N.) 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Partington,  Oswald 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  Jn.  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Roche,  John 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbt.  L.  (Cleveland) 
^hackleton,  David  James 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Thomas,  E.  Freeman(Hastings) 
Thompson,DrEC(Jf onagKn,N 
Tomkinson,  James 
Tully,  Jasper 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.B.) 
Whiteley,  G.  (York.  W.  B.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  F.W.  (Norfolk,  Mid) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Young,  Samnel 
Yoxafi,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  Thomas  Esmonde  and 
Captain  Donelan. 


;  tion  of  the  bonus,  and  he  thought  that 
there  was  a  great  deal  to  be  said  against 
the  application  of  the  time  limit  to  the 
bonus  itself,  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
Stock    Exchange ;  but    nothing    could 

|  really  be  urged  against  confining  tbi» 

I  grant-in-aid  to    Trinity     College    to    a 

■  period  of  five  years. 
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*Thk  CHAIRMAN  said  that  the 
Amendment  would  practically  negative 
the  whole  clause — the  point  of  which  was 
that  the  grant  must  be  continuous.  He 
could  not  receive  the  Amendment 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill 

New  clause  (Provision  for  sale  at  a  loss 
of  congested  estates). 

"  In  page  20,  after  Clause  39,  to  insert  the 
following  clause— '  (1)  On  the  completion  of 
the  resale  of  any  congested  estate  purchased 
by  the  Land  Commission  an  account  shall  be 
prepared  showing  the  pro6t  or  loss  in  connec- 
tion with  the  purchase  and  re-sale  of  the  whole 
of  the  congested  estates  purchase  I  and  re-sold 
up  to  date.  (2)  If  the  account  shows  on  the 
whole  of  the  transactions  a  net  loss,  that  is  to 
eay,  an  excess  in  the  amounts  paid  by  the  | 
Land  Commission  over  the  capital  sums  | 
realised  by  the  Land  Commission  for  re-sales, 
interest  at  the  rate  of  two  and  three-quarters 
per  cent  and  sinking  fund  at  the  rate  of  ten  I 
shillings  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  said  net  1 
loss,  within  a  limit  of  ten  per  cent,  of  the 
aggregate  sums  realised  by  the  resale  of  the 
estates,  shall,  in  accordance  with  rules  made 
by  the  Treasury,  be  paid  as  part  of  the  expenses 
of  the  Land  Commission,  and  credited  to  the 
Irish  Land  Purchase  Fund,  until  the  amount 
of  the  loss  is  discharged.  ;3)  In  calculating 
the  profit  and  loss  on  the  purchase  and  re-sale 
of  congested  estates,  no  account  shall  be 
taken  of  any  money  expended  by  the  Land 
Commission  for  the  benefit  or  improvement  of 
the  estates,  nor  of  any  increase  of  price 
obtained  by  them  in  consequence  of  such 
expenditure. ' "— {Mr.  Wyndham. ) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  "  That'the 
clause  be  read  a  second  time "  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

New  clause  (Resumption  of  holdings 
by  Congested  Districts  Board). 

"  In  page  34,  after  Clause  75,  to  insert  the 
following  clause—'  The  resumption  of  a  hold- 
ing during  the  continuance  of  a  statutory  term  | 
by  the  Congested  Districts  Board  may  be 
authorised  under  Sub-section  6  and  Section  5 
of  the  Act  of  1*81  for  the  purposes  of  migration 
or  the  enlargement  of  holdings  in  addition  to 
the  purposes  specified  in  that  sub-section.'  "— 
{Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  "  That  the 
clause  be  read  a  second  time  "  put,  and 
agreed  to. 


Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 


New  clause  (Under  Secretary  to  be 
member  of  Board). 

"  In  page  34,  after  Clause  75,  to  insert  the 
following  clause — 'The  Under  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  shall  be  ex -officio  a 
member  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board.' " — 
(Mr.   Wyndham.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  "  That  the 
clause  be  read  a  second  time  "  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

New  clause  (Scheme  under  Labourers 
lets  to  be  framed  by  Land  Commission). 

"  In  page  37,  after  Clanse  84,  to  insert  the 
following  clause — '  (1)  Where  the  Land  Com- 
mission have  purchased  an  estate,  or  where 
application  is  made  to  the  Commission  to 
sanction  advances  for  the  purchase  of  holdings 
comprised  in  an  estate,  they  shall  make  inquiry 
is  to  whether  accommodation  is  needed  for 
Labourers  on  the  estate,  and  if  of  opinion  that 
men  accommodation  is  needed  they  shall  frame 
a  scheme  providing  therefor.  (2)  Every  such 
icheme  snail  be  forwarded  to  the  Local 
I  Government  Board  for  Ireland  and  the  council 
of  the  rural  district  in  which  the  land  con>- 
!  prised  in  the  scheme  is  situate,  and  shall  l»e 
1  deemed  a  representation  made  to  the  council 
under  the  Labourers'  (Ireland)  Acts,  1883  to 
1896,  and  those  Acts  shall  apply  accord- 
ingly.'" — {Mr.   Wyndham.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  "  That  the 
clause  be   read  a  second   time  "  put,   and 
I  agreed  to. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) moved  as  an  Amendment 
to  omit  from  the  first  sub-section, 
line  1,  after  the  word  "estate" 
to  the  word  "estate"  in  line  3.  The 
effect  of  this  Amendment  would  be  to 
exclude  from  the  operation  of  the  clause 
estates  sold  by  the  landlord  direct  to  the 
tenants  without  coming  to  the  Land  Com- 
mission. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  1,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  'or '  to 
the  word  'estate'  in  line  3." — {Sir  John 
Colomb. ) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left 


out  stand  part  of  the  clause." 


91 


Irish 


{COMMONS} 


Land  Bill 


92 


Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  his  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  must  be  aware  that 
both  under  the  Land  Act  of  1881  and 
the  Land  Purchase  Act  of  1891,  it  was 
competent  for  the  Commissioners  to 
direct  that  provision  be  made  for 
labourers  who  lived  on  the  farm.  The 
Commissioners  would  be  more  free  to 
act  when  they  purchased  the  estate. 
It  had  to  be  remembered  that  the  scheme 
when  promoted  would  only  amount  to 
representation.  If  the  District  Council 
made  up  its  mind   it  would    have  the 

Ewer  to  acquire  compulsorily  as  much 
id  as  was  necessary.  It  did  not 
prevent  in  any  way  the  sale  being  carried 
out,  but  simply  put  the  new  proprietors 
in  the  same  position  as  the  old  pro- 
prietor. I 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  the  proposal  | 
was  ridiculous   and  utterly  ineffective,  i 
It  might  well  be  relegated  to  accompany  j 
the  Bill  which  they  were  told  might  be  j 
introduced  next  session.     As  he  under- ' 
stood  it,  the  idea  was  to  place  the  Estates 
Commissioners,  who  did  not  know  the  I 
district  at  all,  in  the  place  of  the  boards 
of  guardians  who  did  know  it,  and  to  I 
enable  the    Estates    Commissioners    to  | 
carry  out  the  work  at  the  expense  of  the 
boards  of  guardians.     It  merely  meant 
that  the  Estates  Commissioners  could 
make  a  representation  which  any  twelve 
labourers    could   make  at  the   present 
moment.    The  whole  clause  was  a  farce. 
He  could  not  conceive  that  either  Mr. 
Wrench  or  Mr.  Bailey  would  have  the 
interests  of  the  labourers  more  at  heart 
than  would  the  Poor  Law  guardians.    It 
was  the  acme  of  ridicule.    fc, 

*  Mr.  O'SHEE  thought  this  clause  was 
an  advantage  because,  individually, 
labourers  very  often  made  a  mistake 
which  told  against  their  own  interests. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  said  he  only 
wanted  an  assurance  that  the  scheme 
would  in  no  way  interfere  or  delay  the 
sanction  where  the  Commissioners  pur- 
chased the  whole  of  the  estate.  He  did 
not  like  the  clause,  but  he  would  not 
pursue  the  matter  further. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  one  advantage 
would  be  that  the  Commissioners  would 
have  the  whole  thing  before  them,  whereas 


at  present  each  labourer  sent  in  his  own 
representation,  and  it  was  never  done  in 
the  right  way.  Here  the  Commissioners 
would  promote  a  general  scheme  that 
would  be  sent  forward  to  the  District 
Council 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  could  under- 
stand  that  the  Estates  Commissioners 
would  be  better  able  to  form  a  scheme 
than  the  individual  labourer.  But  if  the 
Estates  Commissioners  made  up  their 
scheme  and  sent  it  forward  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  the  District 
Council,  who  was  to  defend  it  or  press  it 
on  if  the  District  Council  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  it  had  to  be 
remembered  that  as  often  as  not  these 
Councils  refused  to  act. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB,  in  view  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  assurance,  begged 
leave  to  withdraw  the  Amendment 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the 
clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  this  evening. 

EVENING  SITTING. 


IRISH  LAND  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 


[In  the  Committee.] 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowthkr  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

♦  Mr.  O'SHEE  said  the  Amendment  he 
now  proposed  was  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  the  local  District  Councils  to 
do  for  the  labourers  living  outside  the 
villages  and  towns  that  which  they  now 
had  nower  to  do  for  those  living  inside 
the  villages  and  towns,  namely,  to  acquire 
tracts  of  land  and  parcel  them  out  in 
allotments  among  the  labourers.  He 
never  could  understand  the  distinction 
which  had  been  made  in  the  Labourer* 
Acts  with  regard  to  this  matter.  His 
Amendment  was  to  insert  in  the  new 


93 


Irish 


{8  July  1903} 


Land  Bill. 


94 


clause  before  the  word  "  accommodation  "  f 
the  word  "  house/'  and  after  the  word  I 
"  accommodation,"  "  land  for  allotment/' 
and  after  the  word  "  accommodation  "  in 
the  next  line   "or  land."    At  present, 
under  Section  16  of  the  Act  of  1885, 
local    authorities    had    power    to    com- 
pulsorily    acquire    land    in    towns    and  1 
villages,  and  parcel  out  that  land  among 
the  labourers  living  in  those  towns  and 
villages.     What  he  proposed  to  do  by 
his  Amendment  was  to  give  the  Rural 
District  Councils  an  extension  of  that 
right  by  enabling  them  to  parcel  out  this 
land  to  any  labourers.     He  could  never 
understand  the  restriction  placed  upon 
the  Rural  District  Council  in  this  matter,  I 
but  the  fact  remained  that  whereas  they  I 
could  grant  allotments  to  labourers  living 
in  the  villages  and  towns,  they  could  not 
grant  allotments    to    labourers    outside 
without  providing  them   with  a  house. 
He  had  put  this  Amendment  down  as  a 
consequence    of    the  statement    of    the 
Chief    Secretary    when    he    raised    the 
question  on  Clause  4.      The  right  hon. 
Gentleman    then  pointed  out  that  the 
proper  place  to  discuss  it  would  be  in 
Part  IT.  of  the  Bill,  where  he  stated  he 
intended  to  put  down  a  clause  to  deal 
with  the  question.      The  word  "  accom- 
modation "  in  the  clause  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  read  in  conjunction  with  the 
Labourers  Acts  could  only  be  interpreted 
to  mean  house  accommodation,  and  his 
contention  was  that  it  should  also  include 
land  accommodation  and  land  for  allot- 
ment.    In  many  cases  labourers  living 
outside  the  villages  and  towns  had  fairly 
comfortable  houses,   which,   at  a  small 
expense,  could  be  made  sanitary  and  fairly 
suitable  for    their    accommodation,  and 
they  only  applied  for  new  houses  in  order 
to  obtain  the  allotments  which  went  with 
them.     The  provision  of  new  houses  for 
the  labourers  threw  a  very  great  burden 
upon  the  rates,  and  all  he  sought  to  do  by 
his  Amendments  was  to  enable  the  rural 
district  councils   to  allot  land  to  those 
labourers     without     being     under     the 
necessity    to  provide  them  also  with  a 
house.      His    Amendments,    if  carried, 
would  make  the  clause  read  as  follows — 

"(1)  Where  the  Land  Commission  have  pur 
chased  an  estate,  or  where  application  is  made 
to  the  Commission  to  sanction  advances  for  the 
purchase  of  holdings  comprised  in  an  estate, 
they  shall  make  inquiry  as  to  whether  house 
accommodation  or  land  for  allotment  is  needed 
for  labourers  on  the  estate,  and  if  of  opinion 


that  such  accommodation  or  land  is  needed 
ihey  shall  frame  a  scheme  providing  therefor." 


Amendment  proposed — 


"  In  line  4,  after  the  word  •  whether ' '  to  in- 
sert the  word  •  house/  after  the  word 
*  accommodation '  to  insert  the  words  '  or  Ian  I 
for  allotment,'  and  in  line  5,  after  the  word 
accommodation ,'  to  insert  the  words  'or 
land.""— {Mr.  O'SKee.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 


Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  he  had 
great  sympathy  with  the  views  and  object 
of  the  hon.  Member,  who  desired  to  give 
allotments  to  labourers  living  in  the 
country,  though  no  house  had  been  built 
for  them.  But  he  desired  to  point  out  to 
the  hon.  Member  that  his  suggestion 
really  amounted  to  an  alteration  of  the 
Labourers  Acts,  and  in  this  way  he  had 
misapprehended  the  object  of  the  Chief 
Secretary's  Amendment,  which  was  to 
render  effective  the  provisions  which  had 
hitherto  been  abortive  in  the  Acts  of  1881 
and  1890.  The  question  of  allotments 
and  their  size  should  be  left  aside  until 
they  came  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  general 
measure  which  the  Chief  Secretary 
proposed  to  introduce. 

Mr.  0*SHEE  urged  that  the  Amend- 
ment was  a  reasonable  one.  He  had 
put  down  an  Amendment  to  Clause  4  to 
enable  trustees  to  acquire  land  for  allot- 
ments. He  had  also  put  down  an 
Amendment  to  Clause  2  to  include 
labourers  among  the  classes  of  persons 
entitled  to  obtain  untenanted  land  The 
Chief  Secretary  had  asked  that  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  claims  of  the  labourers 
should  be  deferred  until  Part  IV.  was 
reached,  and  he  had  undertaken  to  deal 
I  in  the  new  clause  which  he  then  promised 
with  the  question  of  allotments  of  land. 
But  the  clause  as  it  stood  did  not  fulfil 
the  promise  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
in  consequence  of  which  he  had  withdrawn 
his  Amendment  to  Clause  4,  stating  that 
he  did  so  on  the  understanding  that  the 
claims  of  the  labourers  to  a  share  of  the 
untenanted  lands  would  not  thereby  be 
jeopardised. 

MR..WYNDHAM  said  a  good  deal 

which  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  said  had 

I  greatly   interested   him,  but  he    would 

ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  in  this  matter  for 
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one  moment  to  place  himself  in  bis  posi- 
tion. Since  the  discussion  on  Clause  2  a 
great  deal  had  happened,  but  nothing 
Sad  happened  to  diminish  the  claims 
.of  the  labourers,  while  much  had  been 
•done  to  convince  them  that  they  could 
?not  deal  adequately  with  the  question 
.at  the  present  moment.  He  would  ask 
tthe  hon.  Member  to  realise  that  it  was 
mot  fair  to  hon.  Members  on  both  sides 
of  the  House,  who  were  deeply  interested 
in  various  questions,  to  suggest  that 
his  Amendment  should  be  accepted  and 
(theirs  pushed  aside.  That  was  not  likely 
to  conduce  to  a  proper  solution  of  the 
•labourers'  question.  He  appealed  to  the 
hon.  Member  not  to  try  and  amend  the 
general  law  at  half-past  nine  on  the 
8th  July.  If  that  were  attempted  other 
Members  would  naturally  follow  suit,  and 
it  would  be  impossible  to  discriminate 
between  their  Amendments.  They  must 
therefore  make  up  their  minds  either  to 
devote  another  fortnight  to  the  Bill  or 
to  deal  with  the  question  next  year.  If 
they  would  adopt  the  latter  course  he 
.would  pledge  himself  to  give  his  attention 
to  the  matter  in  the  autumn,  and  he 
would  welcome  and  consider  any  sugges- 
tions the  hon.  Member  might  forward  to 
him. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  CULLINAN  moved  a  further 
Amendment,  the  object  of  which  he  said 
was  to  expedite  proceedings. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  add  at  the  end  of  the  proposed  new 
clause  the  following — *  When  the  Council  of 
the  rural  district  approve  of  any  such  scheme 
the  Local  Government  Board  shall  sanction 
rthe  same  without  inquiry.'" — {Mr  Cullinan.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those)  words 
be  there  adaed." 

Mr.  ATKINSON  described  this  as  an 
attempt  to  galvanise  into  life  two  Acts 
which  had  proved  dead  letters.  The 
Government  could  not  accept  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  if  he  were  seized  of  the  fact 
that  the  case  of  the  labourers  in  the 
north  of  Ireland  was  totally  different 
from  that  of  the  south.  I 

Mr,  IVyndham* 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  replied  in  the 
affirmative.  He  had  gone  to  a  certain 
extent  into  the  question,  and  pledged 
himself  to  use  his  utmost  endeavours  to 
promote  legislation  next  year. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

New  clause. 

"In  page  38,  after  Clause  85,  to  insert  the  follow  - 
ing  clause— 4  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  affect  {a ) 
any  sporting  rights,  mineral  rights,  or  water 
rights  which  are  not  in  the  possession  or 
enjoyment  of  the  vendor  at  the  time  of  sale ; 
{b)  any  mine  or  quarry  which  is  being  worked 
or  developed  by  the  vendor  at  the  time  of  sale  ; 
or  (c)  any  richt  to  water  power  in  actual  use 
by  the  vendor  at  the  time  of  sale.'"— {Mr. 
Wyndham.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made  and   Question  proposed, 
*4  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  said  he  had  in- 
tended  to   move   several   Amendments 
to  this   clause,    but   he   would  instead 
ask    for  an  assurance  from    the   right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  between  this  and 
the  Report  stage  he  would  reconsider 
this  question.     The  clause   was  not  in 
any  sense   satisfactory.      It    proceeded 
upon  two  opposite  principles  in  dealing 
with  matters    of   outside    arrangement 
between  landlord  and  tenant.     He  had 
never  been  an  advocate  of  taking  any- 
thing   from    the  tenants    which    really 
belonged  to  them.     This  clause  proposed 
to  exclude   from  the  operation   of   the 
Bill  sporting  rights  which  were  not  in 
the    possession    or     enjoyment    of    the 
vendor  at  the  time  of  sale,  while  it  al><> 
excluded    mines  and     quarries,     which 
were  being  worked  by  the  vendor  at  the 
time  of  sale.   These  were  two  exactly  opp<  >- 
si  e  principles.  A  vendor  might  before  sale 
open  and  work  a  quarry  on  the  tenants' 
land,    and   would    have   the  right   per- 
manently reserved  to  him  ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  he  had  a  salmon  or  trout 
fishery  in  his  own  use  and  enjoyment 
it    would    have    no    protection    at    all. 
Surely  the  same  principle  ought  to  apply 
to  both  cases  ?    Again,  there  were  many 
mines  in  Ireland  which  were  in  process 
of  working  in  the  bad  [times  of  187<>- 
1882,  which  had  in  consequence  to   Le 
stopped,    because  the  circumstances   of 
the  period  frightened  a  way  ^capital,  and  if 
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they  were  to  lay  down  the  principle  that 
landlords  were  to  be  deprived  of  their 
rights  in  them  because  they  were  not 
actually  being  worked  at  the  time  of 
sale,  the  Bill  would  not  be  likely  to 
bring  a  message  of  peace  to  Ireland. 
As  to  the  sporting  rights,  Mr.  Gladstone 
in  his  Act  of  1881  was  very  careful  to 
reserve  the  rights  of  landlords.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  been 
equally  careful,  and,  therefore,  this 
clause  required  reconsideration  before 
the  Report  stage.  He  asked  for  an 
assurance  that  it  should  receive  it. 

Ma.  WYNDHAM  said  his  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  would  not  deny  that  the 
clause  represented  the  general  arrange- 
ment which  was  arrived  at  on  a  former 
occasion,  and  he  thought  he  would  feel 
that  the  question  ought  not  to  be  re- 
opened during  the  Committee  stage. 
Of  course,  there  would  be  an  interval 
before  Report,  and  during  this  interval 
he  would  be  willing  to  listen  to  his  hon. 
and  gallant  friend.  But  he  would  in 
return  ask  him  to  listen  to  him.  If  he 
would,  he  did  not  despair  of  convincing 
him  that  the  clause  was  satisfactory. 

Mr.  DILLON  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  also  listen  to  the 
Nationalist  Members,  who  thought  a 
great  deal  too  much  was  given  to  the 
landlords. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  he  would,  of 
course,  listen  to  every  one.  But  he 
urged  that  they  could  not  profitably 
re-open  the  question  at  that  stage. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  said  he  spoke 
for  very  large  interests,  and  he  doubted 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  with  all  his 
tremendous  power  of  persuasiveness, 
would  convince  him  that  the  clause  was 
fair  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  KENNETH  BALFOUR  (Chris;- 
church)  desired  to  enter  his  protect 
against  the  proposal  to  take  away 
without  payment  the  mineral  rights 
now  owned  by  landlords. 

Mr.  JOYCE  (Limerick)  suggested 
that  fishermen  had  rights  which  they 
had  exercised  for  many  years,  and  which 
ought  also  to  be  safeguarded. 

VOL.  CXXV.      [Fourth  Skries.] 


Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  think  they  are. 

Mr.  JOYCE  :  I  don't  think  so,  and  I 
hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  put 
in  words  to  make  it  clear. 

Mr.  BUTCHER  pointed  out  the 
necessity  for  some  definition  of  mineral 
and  water  rights. 

Question  put.  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

•  Colonel  NOLAN,  on  behalf  of  the 
hon  Member  for  North  Monaghan, 
moved  the  following  new  clause : 

New  clause  (Erection  of  new  cottages) — 

"  In  page  37,  after  Clause  84,  to  insert  the 
following  clause, '  Where  there  is  a  labourer  in 
occupation' of  a  cottage  which  is  declared  on 
inspection  by  the  health  officer  both  unhealthy 
ana  possessing  insufficient  accommodation,  and 
which  is  necessary  for  the  proper  working  of 
the  farm  upon  which  it  is  built,  the  District 
Council,  on  receiving  the  health  officer's  report, 
shall  direct  the  erection  of  a  new  cottage,  and 
shall  have  power  to  purchase  an  acre  of  ground 
surrounding  the  cottage,  for  the  purposes  of 
the  labourer.'  " — (Colonel  Nolan.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  repeated  his  appeal 
to  hon.  Members  not  to  brine  forward 
these  Amendments  affecting  the  labourers' 
question.  He  had  already  promised  to 
consider  this  matter  in  the  autumn. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  I  withdraw  the 
clause. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  HAYDEN  (Roscommon,  S.),  on 
behalf  of  the  hon  Member  for  Dublin 
County  N.  moved  the  following  clause — 

New  clause  (removal  of  restraints  on 
alienation). 

"For  the  purpose  of  a  pale  under  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Acts,  as  defined  by  this  Act,  whether  to  the 
Land  Commission  or  otherwise,  all  covenants, 
agreements,  and  conditions  in  any  lease  or  fee 
farm  grant  prohibiting,  restraining,  or  tending 
to  restrain  the  alienation  of  any  land  held 
thereunder,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  wholly  void 
and  inoperative,  and  so  much  of  Section  33  of 
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the  Act  of  1870  and  Section  29  of  the  Land 
Act  of  1881  as  requires  the  waiver  or  deter- 
mination of  such  prohibition  is  hereby  re- 
pealed."— (Mr,  Hayden.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  he  would  accept 
the  clause,  on  the  understanding  that 
between  now  and  the  Report  stage  he 
should  be  at  liberty  to  consider  the 
matter,  as  possibly  some  of  the  provisions 
at  the  end  of  the  clause  were  rather  too 
wide. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  0,KELLY(Mayo,  N.) :  In  moving 
a  new  clause,  "  Definition  of  congested  dis- 
tricts," said  he  hoped  to  convince  the 
Committee  that  several  districts  in  the 
West  were  wrongly  excluded  from  the 
operation  of  the  Congested  Districts  Act, 
because  the  Board  in  making  their 
valuations  included  valuations  of  each 
grazing  rancher  so  as  to  artificially 
increase  the  valuation  per  head  of  the 
population  to  more  than  the  30s.  limit. 
In  view  of  the  remarks  that  fell  from 
the*  Chief  Secretary  a  few  days  ago  on 
the  subject  of  the  definition  of  congested 
areas,  he  could  hardly  have  believed  that 
he  would  resist  a  revision  of  the  present 
system  of  scheduling  districts— indeed, 
considering  what  he  said  on  that  occa- 
sion he  was  rather  surprised  that  th- 
Chief  Secretary  did  not  introduce  a 
clause  into  the  Bill  dealing  with  this 
very  important  matter.  At  the  present 
moment  no  electoral  division  answered 
to  the  description  of  a  scheduled  dis- 
trict if  the  valuation  per  head  of  the 
population  was  above  30s.,  but  they 
knew,  and  no  one  knew  it  better  than 
the  Chief  Secretary,  that  there  were 
many  districts  where  the  condition  of 
the  people  is  not  one  whit  better  than 
the  condition  of  those  in  the  scheduled 
areas ;  yet  under  the  present  system  these 
districts  could  not  be  brought  within  the 
Congested  Districts  Act  of  1 89 1 .  He  could 
understand  the  fixing  of  the  30s.  limit. 
Any  rough  and  ready  index  sufficed  in 
the  experimental  stages  of  the  Board's 
work,  but  surely  these  stages  were  long 


since  passed.  The  time  had  come  to  en- 
large the  scope  of  the  Board's  work,  and 
the  first  step  in  this  direction  must  be  the 
abolition  of  the  30s.  limit.  As  he  said, 
it  did  not  much  matter  in  the  beginning, 
but  as  a  fixed  and  permanent  standard 
by  which  the  condition  of  the  people  in 
the  West  was  to  be  judged,  he  knew 
nothing  more  fallacious  and  misleading. 
Several  districts  now  excluded  would 
answer  to  the  definition  of  a  congested 
district  if  the  calculations  were  made  on 
the  valuation  of  the  actual  holdings  of 
the  occupiers,  a  course  that  would  seem 
Ihe  perfectly  obvious  one,  but  the  Board 
could  not  do  that.  They  had  to  include 
the  valuation  of  the  large  grazing  tracts, 
which  had  as  little  relation  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  people  as  the  gold  mines  in 
the  Transvaal,  with  the  result  that  the 
per  head  valuation  of  the  population  was 
artificially  raised  far  above  the  standard. 
Let  him  show  how  this  method  worked. 
In  the  Claremorri8  Union,  in  the  county 
of  Mayo,  there  are  nineteen  electoral 
divisions,  of  which  eleven  are  scheduled 
as  congested.  Eight  divisions  are  un- 
scheduled, although,  to  his  own  know- 
ledge, not  a  single  one  of  them  is  a  bit 
better  off  than  the  scheduled  districts. 
Take  Ballindine  electoral  division ;  its 
area  is  5,502  acres,  population  849, 
valuation  £3,136,  roughly.  The  valua- 
tion works  out  at  £3  13s.  per  head  of  the 
population  when  the  grazing  land  is 
included.  Of  the  5,502  acres  in  the 
division,  3,403  acres  were  grazing  land, 
and  are  in  the  sole  occupation  of  four 
individuals,  the  849  people  having  to  be 
content  with  the  balance  of  2,099  acres, 
but  if  the  valuation  of  the  grazing  land, 
which  was  £1,863,  be  excluded,  the 
valuation  per  head  of  the  people  falls, 
roughly,  from  £3  13s.  to  £1  9s.,  at  which 
figure  the  Ballindine  Electoral  Division 
could  be  scheduled  as  a  congested 
district.  In  Caraun  Division  the  per 
head  valuation,  including  the  grazing 
land,  was  £1  1 6s.  Excluding  it,  it 
dropped  to  a  little  over  £1  Is.  In 
Cro8sboyne  Division,  where  twelve 
graziers  hold  nearly  2,000  acres  out  of 
a  total  of  3,437  acres,  with  a  grazing 
valuation  of  £1,189,  as  against  an 
occupying  valuation  of  only  £884,  the 
per  head  valuation  including  the  grass 
ranches  ran  up  to  £3  17s.  Excluding 
them,  it  dropped  to  £1  6s.,  w"ett  within 
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the  figure  at  which  they  could  be 
scheduled.  In  this  paradise  of  the 
ranches  675  people  had  to  be  content 
with  about  1,400  acres,  whilst  twelve 
graziers  enjoy  2,000  acres.  In  Kilcolman 
the  per  head  valuation,  including  grazing 
land,  was  £2  4s. ,  excluding  it  £1  10s. 
In  Ballyhowley  Division,  the  per  head 
valuation,  including  grazing  land, 
was,  roughly,  £1  18s.,  excluding  it, 
roughly,  £1  lis.  And  so  on.  Taking 
the  whole  union,  excluding  the 
valuation  of  grazing  land,  which' 
■amounted  to  £8,949,  the  per  head' 
valuation  came  to  a  little  over  £1  6s. 
It  was  admitted  by  everyone  that  hold- 
ings valued  at  or  under  £8,  some  would 
say  £10,  but  he  confined  himself  to  the 
former  figures,  were  not  sufficient  to 
afford  subsistence  to  a  family.  These 
were  the  very  holdings  which  needed  the 
attention  of  a  body  such  as  a  Congested 
Districts  Board.  They  were  the  holdings 
which  needed  to  be  enlarged  and  im- 
proved, but  as  those  stood  now  they 
were  shut  out  from  any  help.  In 
Ballindine  Electoral  Division  there  were 
173  holdings  under  £8  out  of  a  total  of 
187 ;  in  Ballyhowley,  121  out  of  187  ;  in 
Caraun,  170  out  of  218  ;  in  Crossboyne, 
110  out  of  137;  in  Carrymore,  176  out 
of  256;  in  Kilcolman,  115  out  of  162  ; 
in  Mayoabbey,  149  out  of  192;  in 
Tagheen,  100  out  of  125  —  making 
1,114  holdings  under  £8  valuation  out 
of  a  total  of  1,459  holdings  in  the  eight 
unscheduled  but  really  congested  elec- 
toral divisions  of  the  Claremorris  Union. 
He  would  be  curious  to  know  what 
defence  the  Chief  Secretary  could 
make  of  a  plan  of  scheduling  that  ex- 
cludes 1,114  occupiers  under  £8  from 
the  operation  of  an  Act  that  was  passed 
for  the  relief  of  that  very  class ;  and  he 
might  say  here  that  almost  three-fourths 
of  these  1,114  holdings  were  under 
£4  valuation.  These  extraordinary 
Anomalies  were  produced  in  every  union 
in  Mayo  that  was  not  scheduled  as 
wholly  congested.  Take  Killala  Union. 
In  this  union  but  two  of  the  eight  divi- 
sions were  scheduled.  In  the  scheduled 
there  were  439  occupiers  of  £8  valuation, 
while  in  the  unscheduled  districts  there 
were  no  fewer  than  1,004  under  £8. 
How  can  the  Chief  Secretary  have  said 
that  he  was  satisfied  with  the  definition 
of  a  congested  county  that  excluded  70 


I  per  cent,  of    small    holders,   the    great 
majority  of  whom  were  under  £4  valua- 
tion, in  one  of  the  poorest  unions  in  the 
west  of  Ireland  ?    Take  Ballina  Union. 
1  There  are  twenty  divisions,  of  which  ten 
were  unscheduled      In    these  ten    un- 
scheduled districts  there  were  no  fewer 
than  1,632  holdings  under  £8,  the  great 
majority  of  them  being  under  £4.     Here 
over  42  per  cent  of  the  small  holders  are 
excluded.     Take  Castlebar  Union.  Eight 
divisions  out  of  nineteen  were  defined  as 
congested.       In    the    eleven    undefined 
districts  there  were  2,917  holdings  under 
j  £8,  the  great  majority  of  them  being 
under    £4.       Out    of    a    total    in    the 
scheduled  and    non-scheduled    divisions 
under  £8,  5,444,  or  over  53  per  cent,  of 
the  very  poorest  people  were  put  outside 
an  Act  that  was  supposed  to  be  passed 
for  their  benefit.     What  was   the  con- 
dition of  things   in  Ballinrobe   Union  ? 
Five    out    of    eighteen    divisions    were 
scheduled.       In   the   scheduled    portion 
there  were  only  794  occupiers  under  £8, 
whilst  in  the  unscheduled  divisions  there 
were   2,649    or    nearly   77     per     cent, 
of     the    small    occupiers    excluded    by 
an    arbitrary  and   senseless   definition. 
Ballinrobe  was   essentially  the   land  of 
grazing  ranches.    The  thirteen  divisions 
unscheduled  were  kept  outside  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Congested   Districts  Act, 
because  the  high  valuation  of  the  graz- 
ing ranches,   in   which   the   Ballinrobe 
Union   abounds,  took  them  far    above 
the   30s.   limit.    The  occupying  valua- 
I  tion   in  this   union  was    £27,780,   the 
J  grazing  valuation  no  less  than  £26,000, 
forty-seven  landlords,  of  whom  thirty- 
four  were  absentees,  holding   one-third 
of  the  entire  union;  43,115  acres  at  a 
valuation   of   £15,000 ;   and  thirty-four 
graziers,  of  whom  sixteen  were  absentees, 
I  holding  nearly  18,000  acres,  at  a  valua- 
tion  of    nearly  £10,000.      It    was    not 
I  difficult    to    understand    that    in    this 
I  union,   in  these  circumstances   the  per 
head   valuation    was   over   £2  13s.,   in- 
cluding the  grass  lands,  of  course,  whilst 
the  ger  head  valuation  falls  to  £1  4s  3d. 
when  the  grazing  lands  were  omitted 
from  the  calculation.    He   had  not  re- 
1  f erred  to  the  few   unscheduled   districts 
Jin  Westport  Union.     In  Belmullet  and 
1  Swinford  all  the  divisions  were  scheduled. 
I  From  the  figures  placed  at  their  disposal 
by  the  excellent  reports  prepared  by  the 
clerk  of  the  Mayo  unions  they  find  that 
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over  9,000  occupiers  under  £8  valuation, 
representing  some  40,000  people,  the  very 
class  of  small  holders  to  whom  the  work  of 
the  Board  would  be  an  advantage,  had 
their  divisions  unscheduled  through  a 
provision  for  which  the  Chief  Secretary 
would  find  it  hard  to  make  even 
a  plausible  defence.  What  he  (Mr. 
O'Kelly)  suggested  was  that  the  counties 
be  scheduled  as  a  whole.  Let  the  Board 
not  be  hampered  in  its  work  by  a  rule 
which  confines  its  labours  within  narrow 
and  arbitrarily  selected  areas.  Let  it  be 
free  to  apply  itself  to  congestion  where 
c  ngestion  exists.  The  present  Bill 
would  give  the  Board  a  larger  and 
increased  credit.  Let  the  area  of  its 
work  be  increased  accordingly.  He 
asked  to  have  the  counties  scheduled  as 
a  whole.  It  was  true  that  he  did  not 
give  the  figures  for  any  county  save 
Mayo,  but  the  condition  in  the  county 
of  Mayo  approximately  represented  the 
condition  in  every  other  county  of  the 
West.  He  would  watch  with  interest  to 
see  whether  the  Chief  Secretary  would 
put  an  end  to  a  system  which  results  in 
such  unfair  and  indefensible  distinctions 
between  the  same  class  of  small  occu- 
piers, and  which  were  so  lucidly  set  forth 
in  the  admirable  reports  of  the  Mayo 
District  Council.  However,  the  Chief 
Secretary  said  there  were  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  rescheduling.  Of  course 
there  were.  The  land  question  bristled 
with  difficulties  in  every  aspect  of  it,  but 
what  was  Parliament  for  1  What  were 
Irish  Secretaries  and  Irish  Law  Advisers 
for  ?  To  solve  these  difficulties,  of  course. 
The  Chief  Secretary  wanted  this  Bill  to 
settle  for  ever  the  Irish  agrarian  diffi- 
culties, but  his  refusal  to  revise  the 
present  system  of  scheduling  would  not 
tend  to  improve  matters  in  the  West, 
and  surely  he  ought  to  know  by  this 
time  that  until  the  problem  of  conges 
tion  be  solved  the  last  word  would 
not  have  been  said  on  the  Irish 
land  question.     He  begged  to  move. 

New  clause  (Definition  of  Congested 
Districts) — 

41  The  whole  of  each  of  the  counties  of  Gal  way, 
Mayo,  Sligo.  Koscoramon,  Leitrira,  Cork,  Kerry, 
Liuerick,  Clare,  and  Donegal  shall  be  a  con- 
gested districts  county  within  the  meaning 
and  for  the  purposes  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  (Ireland)  Acts  as  amended  by  this  Act." 
—{Mr.  O'Kelly.) 

Mr.  O'Kelly. 


Brought  up  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed^ 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  DILLON  said  he  desired  to  sup- 
port the  speech  of  his  hon.  friend, 
although  it  might  not  be  of  much  avail  at 
that  period  of  the  discussion.  The- 
original  system  under  which  these  dis- 
tricts were  scheduled  was  preposterous, 
and  the  only  answer  that  had  ever  been 
made  was  that  when  the  original  schedules- 
were  prepared  the  Board  had  no  con- 
ception of  the  importance  of  migration. 
It  was  a  great  misfortune  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  not  dealt  with  the  question 
in  this  Bill  in  a  more  liberal  and  compre- 
hensive spirit,  but  it  was  only  fair  to  the- 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  that  he  had 
met  many  of  the  objections  by  the  Act 
of  1901.  That  was  a  very  valuable  Actr 
as  it  gave  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
power  to  buy  estates  in  any  part  of 
Ireland,  and  to  turn  them  for  the  time- 
being  into  congested  districts. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  urged  that  the  BUI 
should  be  given  a  fair  trial.  He  recog- 
nised that  this  question  had  been  very 
briefly  discussed,  and  hon.  Members  who- 
were  particularly  interested  in  this 
particular  matter  had  shown  a  great 
sense  of  proportion  in  subordinating 
their  interests  to  the  interests  of  Ireland 
as  a  whole.  He  himself  felt  very  deeply 
in  this  matter,  and  might  easily  be  led 
into  making  a  long  speech.  It  was 
impossible  to  re-schedule  the  congested 
districts  without  altering  the  funda- 
mental financial  provisions  of  the  Bill 
and  existing  Acts,  and  that  was  an 
operation  that  could  not  be  performed 
now.  He  agreed  that  the  present  system 
was  arbitrary  and  fallacious  as  regarded 
congestion  and  migration ;  where  he 
differed  was  as  to  the  proper  eourse 
to  be  taken  to  remedy  that  situation. 
Although  the  Government  could  not 
adopt  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Member, 
they  had  gone  a  long  way  to  turn  the 
position,  if  they  had  not  attempted  to> 
take  it  by  a  frontal  attack.  The  Board 
with  its  great  credit  facilities  and 
working  capita]  could  buy  land  anywhere 
in  Ireland.  Where  would  it  buy  land  t 
Outside  the  areas  of  the  congested 
districts.      He   had  made   ^  Estates 
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Commissioners  into  a  Congested  Districts 
Board,  with  a  10  per  cent,  loss  in  addi- 
tion to  the  bonus  for  all  their  operations 
in  eases  of  congestion,  and  they  would 
operate  in  the  very  zone  which  the  ton. 
Member  thought  was  neglected.  The 
labour  of  dealing  with  this  Bill,  though 
heavy,  had  been  made  light  by  the  spirit 
*f  those  who  had  taken  part  in  the  dis- 
cussions, and  the  real  work  would  begin 
At  the  end  of  August. 

Mil  O'KELLY  said  that,  with  the 
permission  of  the  Committee,  he  would 
withdraw  the  clause. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  TULLY,  on  behalf  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Louth,  moved 
the  following  new  clause.  tJ 

New  clause  (Mill  holdings)— 

"  Where  a  mill  or  other  non  -  agricultural 
ingredient  of  a  holding  is  held  under  the  same 
tenancy  as  agricultural  land,  the  tenant  may 
apply  to  fix  a  fair  rent  on  the  agricultural 
portion  of  the  holding,  and  the  Court  shall 
direct  that  the  non-agricultural  portion  of  the 
holding  shall  thenceforth  be  treated  as  a 
separate  holding,  and  shall  be  held  at  such 
rent  during  the  continuance  of  the  tenancy  as 
the  Court  may  determine  to  be  the  proper 
proportion  of  the  rent  reserved  by  the  demise, 
and  the  Court  may  fix  a  fair  rent  for  the 
remainder  of  the  holding,  and  the  Land  Law 
Acts  shall  apply  thereto  as  if  it  was  a  separate 
holding.  This  section  shall  apply  irrespective 
of  the  nature  of  the  tenure  or  demise  under 
which  the  tenancy  has  been  created."— {Mr. 
TuUy.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  this  clause  was 
really  an  Amendment  of  the  Land  Law 
Acts,  and  he  was  not  prepared  at  the 
Tjreeent  time  to  take  up  anything  in 
connection  with  those  Acts.  This  was  a 
demand  to  amend  the  Act  of  1896  in  a 
Land  Purchase  Bill,  and  it  was  practi- 
cally asking  the  other  House  to  consider 
tike  question  of  land  laws  as  well  as  land 


Question  put,  and  negatived. 

♦Mil    LONSDALE    said    this    clause 
designed   to   relieve  tenants  hold- 


ing under  the  Ulster  Tenant  Right 
Custom  from  certain  disabilities,  which 
in  some  cases  had  entailed  much  hard- 
ship and  serious  loss.  These  disabilities 
were  connected  with  the  sale  by  tenants 
of  their  holdings  under  the  Ulster 
Custom.  In  effecting  such  a  sale  two 
methods  of  procedure  were  open  to  the 
tenant  to  adopt.  He  might  proceed 
under  the  Act  of  1881,  which  expressly 
provided  that  the  rights  of  a  tenant 
holding  under  the  Ulster  Custom  should 
not  be  interfered  with  or  injuriously 
affected.  Or  he  might  proceed  under 
the  Custom.  The  procedure  was  different 
in  each  case,  and  the  tenant  must  take 
one  course  or  the  other.  He  could  not 
sell  partly  under  the  Act  of  1881  and 
partly  under  the  Ulster  Custom.  If  a 
tenant  who  wished  to  dispose  of  his 
holding  elected  to  proceed  under  the 
Act  of  1881,  he  served  his  landlord  with 
notice  of  his  intention  to  sell  his  holding. 
That  notice  could  not  be  withdrawn,  and 
so  soon  as  the  landlord  received  it,  he 
might  make  an  offer  to  the  tenant 
to  purchase  the  holding.  The  tenant 
might  not  think  the  offer  sufficient ;  but 
in  that  case  it  was  open  to  the  landlord 
to  apply  to  the  Land  Commission  and 
get  the  "  true  value  "  of  the  holding  fixed, 
and  the  landlord  might  then  compel 
the  tenant  to  sell  his  holding  to  him 
at  the  price  fixed.  Now,  Sir,  the 
"  true  value,"  as  decided  by  the  Land 
Commission,  was  not  by  any  meaas 
the  amount  which  the  tenant  might 
get  in  the  open  market.  As  a  matter  of 
tact,  the  price  so  fixed  by  the  Commission 
has  been  considerably  below  the  price 
which  the  tenant  might  have  obtained 
had  the  landlord  not  exercised  his  com- 
pulsory powers.  Still,  the  tenant,  having 
once  set  the  machinery  of  the  Act  of 
1881  in  motion,  was  absolutely  powerless 
to  arrest  it,  and  in  nearly  every  case 
tenants  suffered  heavy  losses.  Within 
recent  years,  in  his  own  county  of 
Armagh,  there  had  been  a  considerable 
amount  of  litigation  between  landlords 
and  tenants  in  consequence  of  the  general 
exercise  by  landlords  on  two  estates,  of 
the  right  of  pre-emption  given  by  the 
Act  of  1881.  The  result  to  the  tenants 
had  been  loss  through  delay,  as  well  as 
loss  of  the  far  better  prices  they  might 
have  obtained  in  the  open  market.  The 
natural  consequence  was  that  the  tenants 
on  these  estates  abandoned  the  practice  of 
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selling    under   the    Act    of    1881,    and 
attempted  to  proceed  under  the  Ulster 
Custom.     In  a  sale  under  the  Custom  the 
tenant  was  not  bound  to  give  notice  to 
his    landlord    of    his  intention   to  sell. 
Having  made  an   arrangement    for  the 
sale  of  his  holding,  he  took  the  would-be 
purchaser  to  the  landlord  or  his  agent 
and  got  him  accepted  as  the  tenant.     Of 
course,  if  he  were  a  very  objectionable 
person    the    landlord    might    refuse    to 
accept  him  as  tenant,  and  in  that  case  a 
more  acceptable  person  would  have  to  be 
found.     This  was  the   procedure   which 
the  tenants  on  the  two  estates  in  Armagh, 
to  which  he  had  alluded,  had  to  adopt, 
when  the   result  of  selling   under    the 
Act  of  1881  proved  so  prejudicial  to  their 
interest.    They  were,  however,  at  once 
met  by  a  new  move  on   the  part  of  the 
landlords.     There  was  a  general  refusal 
to  accept  the  purchaser.     The  object,  of 
course,  was  to  force  the  tenants  to  sell 
under  the  Act  of  1881,  so  that  the  land- 
lord  might    exercise    his    right   of   pre- 
emption.    The  matter  was   taken    into 
the  Courts,  and  at  the  Armagh  Assizes 
on     10th     March,    1899,    Chief    Baron 
Palles  decided  that  the  landlord  could  not 
be  compelled  to  accept  any  purchaser, 
however  unobjectionable,  in  a  sale  under 
the  Custom,  and  that  the  only  remedy 
the  tenant  appeared  to  him  to  have,  was 
to  make  a  claim  for  compensation  under 
the   Land  Act  of  1870.     The  result  of 
that  decision   was  that    in   many  cases 
the   tenants    were    practically  debarred 
from  selling     They  would  not  sell  under 
the  Act,    because    they  knew    that   the 
result  would  be  litigation,  delay,  and  a 
price  fixed  considerably  below  the  tenants' 
right   value.     They  knew   that   if   they 
attempted    to    sell    under    the     Ulster 
Custom,  the  landlord  or  his  agent  would 
refuse  to  accept   the  purchaser.      They 
were  in  a  cleft  stick,  and  had  a  distinct 
and  definite  grievance  which  Parliament 
ought  to  remedy.     The  remedy  which  he 
proposed  was  that  the  landlord   should 
d  j  obliged  to  accept  a  purchaser  to  whom 
he  could  not  make  reasonable  objection, 
and  that  the  Land   Commission  should 
have  power  to  decide  whether  the  land- 
lord's objection  was  reasonable  or  not.     It 
was  suggested  that  in  a  sale  by  a  tenant 
under  the  Ulster  Custom,  he  should  give 
notice  to  the  landlord  of  the  name  of  the 
purchaser  and  the  amount  of  the  purchase 
money.      Then  if  the  landlord  objected, 
Mr.  Lonsdale. 


the  tenant  would  have  the  power  to  take 
the  matter  before  the  Land  Commission 
and  obtain  a  decision  as  to  the  reason- 
ableness or  otherwise,  of  the  landlord's- 
objection.  If  the  Land  Commission 
decided  that  the  objection  was  not 
reasonable,  the  objection  could  be  set 
aside  and  the  landlord  would  be  obliged 
to  accept  the  purchaser.  He  begged  to 
move. 

New  clause  (Ulster  Custom) — 

'*  When  a  tenant,  has  agreed  for  the  sale  of 
a  holding  to  which  the  Ulster  Tenant  Right 
Custom,  within  the  meaning  of  Section  one  of 
the  Landlord  and  Tenant  (Ireland)  Act  of  1870, 
applies,  and  such  sale  purports  to  be  made 
under  the  Custom,  but  the  landlord,  in  breach 
thereof,  refuses  to  accept  the  purchaser  as- 
tenant,  any  party  interested  in  such  agreement 
may  apply  to  the  Land  Commission  Court, 
who  snail  have  jurisdiction,  subject  to  the 
prescribed  rules,  to  decide  upon  the  reasonable* 
ness  or  otherwise  of  the  landlord's  objection 
and,  if  it  thinks  fit,  may  make  an  order 
declaring  the  purchaser,  notwithstanding  such 
refusal,  to  be  entitled  to  all  the  interests  of 
the  tenant  in  such  holding ;  and  the  Land 
Commission  shall  have  all  such  jurisdiction 
and  authority  to  make  a  decree  for  enforcing 
the  rights  of  the  purchaser  in  such  case, 
including  the  payment  of  costs,  as  are  vested 
in  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court  of 
Justice  in  Ireland  relating  to  the  specific  per- 
formance of  contracts,  subject  to  the  like 
appeal  as  in  the  case  of  other  orders  made  by 
the  Land  Commission." — (Mr.  Lonsdale.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 


*Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  agreed  that 
this  was  a  burning  question  in  Ulster. 
During  these  discussions  they  had  been 
discussing  the  right  of  landlords  to  sell, 
and  now  he  wished  to  call  attention  to 
the  right  of  the  tenant  to  sell.  The 
right  of  the  tenant  to  sell  under  the 
Ulster  Custom  never  was  questioned 
until  quite  recently.  Take  the  case 
of  a  tenant  under  the  Ulster 
Custom  who  desired  to  sell  his 
interest  in  his  holding.  He  would 
probably  find  a  farmer  willing  to  pur- 
I  chase.  That  farmer  might  be  a  man  of 
I  unblemished  character,  perfectly  solvent, 
I  and  in  every  way  a  suitable  tenant  for 
the  holding.  They  might  agree  upon 
terms,  and  t)*6n'  ^cording  to  immemorial 
custom,  the  Purc^a8er  and  the   vendor 
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proceeded  to  the  rent  office  where  the 
landlord  was  asked  to  accept  the  new 
tenant.  For  nearly  200  years  that 
practice  had  gone  on  almost  without 
exception.  What  took  place  now? 
Since  the  Act  of  1881  was  passed  a  new 
system  had  sprung  up  which  allowed 
sale  either  under  the  Custom  or  under 
the  Act.  The  tenant  could  sell  under 
the  Act  of  1881,  or  under  the  Ulster 
Custom.  If  he  sold  under  the  Ulster 
Custom  the  farmer  got  the  full  market 
value  and  the  landlord  accepted  the  new 
tenant ;  but  if  he  sold  under  the  Act  of 
1881,  the  landlord  had  the  right  to 
exercise  pre-emption  and  the  landlord 
might  come  in  and  buy  the  holding  at 
the  true  value  and  afterwards  sell  it  at 
the  full  market  price.  This  was  a 
regular  system — he  would  not  call  it  a 
conspiracy — which  had  sprung  up  since 
the  Act  of  1881  to  destroy  the  old 
Ulster  Custom,  and  the  very  best  tenants 
of  the  land  were  being  penalised  in  this 


Mr.  DILLON  said  this  was  a  proposal 
to  exempt  a  section  of  the  tenants  of 
Ulster  from  a  penalty  which  affected 
the  whole  tenants  of  Ireland.  If  the 
hon.  Member  would  bring  in  an  Amend- 
ment upon  the  Report  stage  abolishing 
the  right  of  pre-emption,  which  was  u 
most  oppressive  and  outrageous  right, 
then  he  would  give  him  his  heartiest 
support.  The  proper  course  was  to 
abolish  the  right  of  pre-emption,  because 
by  that  course  the  tenants'  right  of  free 
sale  would  be  preserved  all  over  Ireland. 
This  was  a  burning  and  all-important 
question,  and  if  nobody  else  did  it,  he 
should  raise  it  himself  on  Report.  He 
knew  a  poor  tenant  in  the  county  of 
Cavan  who,  after  having  been  victimised 
by  this  penal  provision,  was  committed 
for  contempt  of  court  two  years  ago,  and 
was  now  lying  in  Dundalk  Gaol  because 
his  family  took  possession  of  the  farm 
against  this  right  of  preemption  on. the 
part  of  the  landlord.     That  unfortunate 


way,  and  were  practically  being  robbed  i  man  was  going  mad  in  gaol  because  he 


of  one-third  of  their  property.  The  Chief 
Secretary  might  say  that  this  was  a  ques- 
tion of  land  law  ;  so  it  was  in  one  sense, 
but  it  was  a  sale  in  another,  and  the  result 
would  probably  be  that  many  estates 
would  not  be  sold  under  this  Act.  He 
put  it  to  the  Chief  Secretary  whether 
this  was  a  fair  thing.  Here  was  an 
immemorial  custom  which,  by  the  way, 
was  legalised  in  1870  under  the  Statute. 
The  Act  of  1881  gave  this  right  of  pre- 
emption to  the  landlord,  and  he  thought 
it  was  time  Parliament  took  this  matter 
into  very  serious  consideration  in  order 
to  bring  relief  to  the  majority  of  tenants 
in  Ulster,  who  under  this  system  had 
been  deprived  of  their  rights  and  robbed 
of  their  property. 


Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  this  was 
no  doubt  a  burning  question,  but  he 
hoped  it  would  no  longer  remain  a  burn- 
ing question,  because  this  Bill  would  put 
an  end  to  that  practice.  This  Amend- 
ment would  really  do  nothing  to  settle 
this  controverted  and  complicated  ques- 
tion. He  hoped  that,  in  view  of  the 
circumstances  in  which  they  found 
themselves,  the  Amendment  would  be 
withdrawn  and  the  question  raised  on 
tome  other  occasion. 


would  not  surrender  to  what  he  con- 
sidered was  an  act  of  robbery  on  the 
part  of  his  landlord 


Mr.  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.)  said  the 
Committee  were  indebted  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Armagh  for  bringing 
forward  this  Amendment.  It  was  a 
question  in  which  Ulster  tenants  were 
more  interested  than  any  other  that  had 
been  broached  in  connection  with  the 
present  Bill.  Great  injustice  had  resulted 
in  the  part  of  the  country  he  represented 
from  the  capricious  refusal  of  the  land- 
lord to  accept  a  reasonable  purchaser  to 
whom  the  tenant  had  sold  in  the  exer- 
cise of  his  immemorial  tenant-right.  He 
trusted  the  hon.  Member  would  bring 
this  question  forward  on  the  Report 
stage  in  such  a  shape  that  the  House 
would  have  to  decide  whether  this  in- 
justice was  to  continue. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  agreed  that  this 
was  a  burning  question,  but  it  could 
not  be  discussed  that  night.  He  wished 
to  point  out  in  regard  to  the  general 
state  of  affairs  that  the  position  was 
this.  They  had  an  hour  and  ten 
minutes  left  to-night.  If  they  did  not 
finish  the  Committee  stage  to-night  it 
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would  go  over  to  next  week,  and  every 
day  next  week  was  allotted  to  other 
business.  There  was  enough  on  the 
Paper  to-night  to  take  up  a  week  of 
Parliamentary  time,  and  he  thought 
they  should  all  be  ready  to  make  sacri- 
fices in  order  to  get  the  Bill  through. 
He  appealed  to  the  Committee  to  take 
that  view  of  the  question. 


Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  he  and 
his  colleagues  all  desired  that  the  Bill 
should  go  through  Committee  to-night, 
in  order  that  they  might  have  the 
Report  stage  at  an  early  date.  He 
thought  it  would  be  a  great  misfortune 
if  the  Committee  stage  did  not  finish  to- 
night. If  it  went  over  to  next  week 
that  would  throw  back  the  Report  stage, 
and  in  that  case  he  did  not  know  what 
the  result  would  be.  It  would  not  get  to 
the  House  of  Lords  for  a  fortnight  or 
three  weeks,  and  that  would  be  very 
serious  indeed.  The  question  now  before 
the  Committee  could  be  brought  up  on 
Report,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  fair 
that  hon.  Members  should  make  sacri 
fices  to  night  in  order  to  let  the  Bill 
through  Committee.  He  hoped  that  the  j 
Chief  Secretary  would  use  his  influence 
with  the  Government  in  order  to  secure 
that  the  Report  stage  should  not  be 
postponed  for  ten  days  or  a  fortnight. 


MR.  WYNDHAM  said  his  influence 
would  be  exercised  in  that  direction. 
The  other  House  had  a  right  to  discuss 
the  Bill,  and  would  discuss  it.  To  drive 
the  discussion  back  into  the  second  week 
of  August  would  be  an  aet  of  suicidal 
folly. 

♦Mr.  LONSDALE  said  he  had  no 
desire  to  obstruct  the  passing  of  the 
Bill  through  Committee,  but  this  was  a 
matter  of  soj  much  importance  to  his 
constituents  that  he  should  like  some 
assurance  that  the  Chief  Secretary  would 
give  it  his  consideration. 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  he  had  two 
Amendments  on  the  Paper,  but  he  would 
not  move  them  as  he  did  not  desire  to 
delay  the  Bill.  The  question  raised  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Mid.   Armagh  was 

Mr.  JVyndJiam. 


a  most  serious  one  for  the  province  of 
Ulster,  and  it  was  unfortunate  that  it 
could  not  be  discussed  on  account  of 
the  Committee  having  given  five  hours 
of  this  precious  day  to  the  discussion  of 
a  question  relating  to  Trinity  College. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  HEMPHILL  said  he  would  not 
move  the  following  Amendment,  of 
which  he  had  given  notice — 

"In  the  framing  of  any  rules  under  the 
Land  Purchase  Acts,  as  amended  by  this  Act, 
the  President  of  the  Incorporated  Lav  Society 
of  Ireland  for  the  time  being  shall  be  associated 
with  the  Land  Commission  or  the  Estates 
Commissioners,  as  the  case  may  be,  as  a 
member  of  the  rule-making  authority." 

He  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  whether 
he  could  bring  up  a  clause  on  the 
Report  stage  to  give  effect  to  the  pro- 
posal. 

Mb.  WYNDHAJtf  said  he  would  con- 
sider the  point. 

Mr.  HEMPHILL  moved  the  following 
new  clause.  He  said  the  object  of  the 
Amendment  was  merely  to  prevent  the 
legal  assistant  Commissioner  from  being 
dismissed  summarily. 

New  clause  (Tenure  of  legal  assistant 
Commissioners) — 

"  Each  legal  assistant  Commissioner  on  the 
permanent  staff  shall  be  paid  out  of  moneys 
provided  by  Parliament,  and  shall  hold  his 
office  by  the  same  tenure  as  a  Commissioner, 
other  than  the  Judicial  Commissioner,  a**  pro- 
vided by  Section  28  of  the  Purchase  of  Land 
(Ireland)  Act,  1891."— (Mr.  Hemphill.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time* 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  could  de- 
velop his  objection  to  the '  clause  at 
length,  but  if  he  were  to  do  so  he 
should  be  sinning  against  the  canon 
he  had  asked  other  people  to  observe. 
He  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  not  press  the  Amendment. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said  he 
thought  the  following  new  clause,  of 
which  he  had  given  notice,  was 
necessary—  tj 

New  clause  (Extension  of  Section  40 
ol  the  Act  of  1890  to  certain  estates, — 

•'Where  a  judgment  or  order  for  sale  of  an 
estate  in  Ireland  which  is  la  the  main  agri- 
cultural or  pastoral,  or  partly  agricultural  and 
jtartlv  pastoral*  has  been  or  shall  >*e  made  by 
the  High  Court  of  Justice  in  England  or 
Ireland,  or  by  the  Court  of  Session  in  Scotland, 
the  Judge  making  said  judgment  or  order  shall 
he  deemed  to  tie  the  landlord  of  the  tenants 
upon  said  estate  for  the  purpose  of  sales  to  the 
Estates  Commissioners  under  the  provisions 
of  this  Act,  or  to  said  tenant*  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  as  amended 
by  this  Act.  And  if  a  receiver  has  been  ap- 
pointed over  the  estate,  or  the  estate  is  so 
circumstanced  that  it  would,  independently  of 
this  Act,  be  sold  without  the  consent  of  the 
owner  as  to  price,  the  provisions  of  Section 
40  of  the  Act  of  1*96  shall  have  effect  in 
regard  to  the  estate  in  the  same  manner,  and 
nil  pweediupM  under  said  Sectiun  *0  in  regard 
to  j£he  estate  shall  be  had  and  taken  in  the 
court  of  the  Land  Judge  as  if  an  absolute 
order  for  the  sale  of  l  lie  estate  had  been  made 
under  the  landed  Estates  Court  (Ireland) 
Act,  1868. n—(Mr.  WUliam  Redmond.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
4  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Me.  WYNDHAM  said  he  was  con- 
ferring with  the  Lord  Chancellor  of 
England  and  the  Lord  Advocate  for 
Scotland  on  the  subject,  and  he  hoped  to 
arrive  at  a  conclusion  before  the  Report 
stage. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Mm,    T. 
moved — 


L.    CORBETT  (Down,  5N.) 


New  clauses  (Labourers  representation, 
Repeal  and  Interpretation) — 

"  In  page  37  after  clause  84,  to  insert  the  fol- 
lowing clauses :—  Where  it  appears  to  the  Local 
<Jovenimeat  Board  that  the  labourer*  are  not 
sufficiently  represented  on  any  rural  district 
**ouneil  in  any  county,  the  Local  Government 
Board  may  nominate  any  number  of  person* 
not  exceeding  three  to  act  with  the  rural  sani- 
tary authority  for  the  purposes  of  carrying  out 
t  he  Labourers  ( I  relan  d )  Acta ,  And  such  perron 
or  persons  shall  be  appointed  for  such  term  as 
the  Local  fJoveroment  Board  may  think  fit,  not 
exceeding  three  years,  and  shall  have  all  the 
l*o w Mrs  of  the  elected  members  of  the  rural 
unitary  authority-     Provided,  however,  that 


the  Local  Government  Board  shall  have  power 
at  any  time  to  remove  any  such  person  nr 
persons  without  filling  up  the  vacancy  numod 
by  such  removal.  Section  3  of  the  Labourers 
(Ireland)  Act,  1891,  b  hereby  repealed-  A 
[-•■presentation  under  the  Labourers  (Ireland) 
Acts  shall  mean  a  representation  signed  by 
not  less  than  six  persons*  each  one  of  whom 
must  either  be  rated  for  the  relief  of  the  poor 
within  the  sanitary  district  or  be  included  in 
the  definition  of  an  agricultural  labourer  con- 
tained in  this  Act."— (Mr.  T.  L.  Corbett.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  clauses  be  read  a  second  time," 
put,  and  agreed  to. 

*Mr.  LONSDALE  said  as  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  appealed  to  them  to 
allow  the  Bill  to  pass  through  Com- 
mittee to-night  he  hardly  liked  to 
take  upon  himself  the  responsibility  for 
entering  upon  a  statement  of  the 
reasons  why  this  Amendment  should  be 
accepted,  if  the  right  Hon,  Gentleman 
could  not  accept  it  now  he  would  bring 
it  up  on  the  Report  stage. 

New  clause  (Trinity  College  and  Church 
perpetuity  leases)— 

"  Holders  of  land  under  ecclesiastical  per- 
petuity leases  and  Trinity  College  leases  may 
apply  to  the  Land  Commiwion  to  have  their 
rent*  reduced  proportionately  to  the  reductions 
of  rent  granted  to  their  tenants  ;  and  the 
Land  Com  mission  shall  reduce  such  rents 
according ly,  and  shall,  in  the  case  of  any 
holding  subject  to  a  judicial  rent  fixed  or 
agreed  to  before  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1896, 
make  a  further  reduction  of  10  per  cent,  on 
the  rent  payable  for  such  holding." — (Mr. 
Lonsdale.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  could  not 
accept  the  clause  as  proposed.  He  there- 
fore thought  the  best  course  to  pursue 
was  for  the  hon.  Member  to  give  notice 
of  the  Amendment  for  the  Report  stage. 
Between  now  and  the  Report  stage  ne 
would  discuss  the  question  with  the  hon 
Member. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  said  there  was  a  strong 
feeling  in  many  parts  of  Ireland  on  this 
question. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 
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Mb.  TULLY  moved  the  following  new 
clause,  of  which  Mr.  Healy  had  given 
notice. 

New  clause  (Compulsory  acquisition  of 
land) — 

"  Where  any  land  or  easement  sold  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  is 
required  by  any  local  authority  under  any  Act 
enabling  such  authority  compulsorily  to 
acquire  same,  no  appeal  shall  lie  from  any 
o refer  of  the  Local  Government  Board  sanction- 
ing the  acquisition  of  such  land  under  the 
Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts,  the  Public  Health 
(Ireland)  Acts,  or  the  Local  Government 
(Ireland)  Acts,  and  the  decision  of  the  Judge 
of  Assize  under  Section  10,  Sub-section  3  (a) 
of  the  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1898, 
shall  be  final  except  when  the  order  therein 
referred  to  is  refused. " — (Mr.  Tully. ) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  expressed  the  hope 
that  as  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Louth 
was  not  present  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Leitrim  would  be  satisfied  if  he 
agreed  that  this  should  be  considered  on 
Report. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  TULLY  moved  the  following  new 
clause,  of  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Meath  had  given  notice. 


(Covenants      against 


New     clause 
tillage)— 

"  Where  by  reason  of  any  covenant  expressed 
or  implied  the  tenant  of  a  holding  (other 
than  demesne  lands)  is  restricted  from  tilling 
or  meadowing  the  whole  or  any  portion  thereof, 
such  covenant  is  hereby  declared  void  and  of 
no  effect,  and  the  tenant  of  every  such  holding 
shall  be  entitled  to  any  advance  which  under 
Section  1  of  this  Act  may  be  made  to  any 
other  occupier. "-  -( Mr.  Tully. ) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  appealed  to  the  hon. 
Member  to  acquiesce  in  the  self-denying 
ordinance  and  not  press  the  Amendment. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said  h* 
would  not  move  the  new  clause  on 
the  Notice  Paper  in  regard  to  labourers' 
allotments,  as  he  understood  the  Chief 
Secretary  was  going  to  deal  with  the 
question  in  the  House  on  the  first 
favourable  opportunity. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  indicated  that  that 
was  his  intention. 

Sir  JOHN  ROLLESTON  (Leicester) 
moved  a  new  olause  dealing  with  the 
question  of  the  expenses  of  negotiation 
between  landlord  and  tenant  in  sales  of 
land.  He  was  proceeding  to  state 
reasons  in  support  of  the  clause  when 

Mr.  DILLON  interposed  and  stated 
that  the  self-denying  ordinance  should 
apply  to  this  question,  where  the  interests 
of  land  agents  were  concerned,  as  well 
as  to  a  question  where  the  interests  of 
the  labourers  were  involved. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  the  question  of 
the  labourers  had  been  discussed.  The 
case  of  the  land  agents  had  not  been 
discussed,  but  he  could  not  go  in  regard 
to  them  beyond  the  undertaking  he  had 
already  given  in  regard  to  the  labourers. 
He  recognised  that  the  Act  would  not 
work  smoothly  unless  the  feelings  of 
the  land  agents  were  considered;  but 
that  was  a  point  which  might  be  held 
over  until  the  Report  stage. 

Sir  JOHN  ROLLESTON  said  he 
should  detain  the  Committee  for  only  a 
few  minutes.  He  was  sorry  that  the 
position  of  the  land  agents  had  not  been 
brought  forward  by  an  Irish  Member, 
but  he  thought  it  right  to  call  attention 
to  it,  as  he  had  the  honour  of  being  last 
year  the  President  of  a  society  of  which 
the  Irish  land  agents  were  members. 
The  opinion  of  that  institution  on  any 
question  of  the  administration  of  land 
must  carry  weight  with  it  in  this  House,, 
and  the  members  of  that  institution  were 
entirely  in  agreement  with  the  Amend- 
ment he  now  proposed.  This  Bill  was 
unique  in  land  legislation,  and  he 
might  be  allowed  to  say  that  it  displayed 
broad-minded  statesmanship.  He  hoped 
that  the  expectations  formed  of  it  in 

Fromoting  the  P6*06  a^d  prosperity  of 
reland  would   *>e  abu*dantty  MfiUwl 
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But,  if  the  carrying  out  of  this  state 
policy  did  injury  to  a  great  profession 
in  Ireland,  the  members  of  that  profes- 
sion ought  to  receive  consideration  at 
the  hands  of  the  Government  and  the 
Irish  Party.  [Loud  cries  of  "  Divide."] 
He  recognised  that  the  feeling  of  the 
Committee  was  against  him,  and  he 
would  only  say  in  conclusi  >n  that  he 
trusted  the  Bill  would  settle  the  Irish 
land  difficulty  without  doing  any  in- 
juitice  to  a  great  and  deserving  class 
like  the  land  agents. 

New  clause  (Expenses  of  negotia- 
tion)— 

"  In  page  22,  after  Clause  43,  to  insert  the 
following  clause: — *  After  making  or  pro- 
viding for  the  prescribed  payments  to  vendors 
selling  direct  to  their  tenants,  there  shall,  in 
respect  of  any  such  sale,  be  paid  out  of  the 
Laud  Purchase  Aid  Fund  to  the  Estates 
Commissioners,  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  per 
cent,  on  the  purchase  money  of  the  estate, 
which  sum  or  such  less  sum  as  may  seem 
reasonable,  having  regard  to  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  shall  be  paid  by  them  to 
the  land  agent  negotiating  the  sale  of  such 
estate.'"— (Sir  John  Holleston.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
•*  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time," 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  the  hon. 
Member  was  mistaken  in  thinking  that 
the  Committee  was  unwilling  to  hear 
him,  or  that  they  were  insensible  to  the 
value  of  the  services  rendered  by  the 
land  agents.  The  reason  why  some 
impatience  had  been  shown  was  because 
he  had  made  a  personal  appeal  to  all 
sections  of  the  Committee  not  to  press 
ArnenJments,  and  hon.  Members  having 
responded  to  that  appeal,  it  was  thought 
that  any  other  Amendment,  however 
important,  should  not  he  pressed  on 
their  attention.  He  had  already  sug- 
gested that  the  allocation  of  the  bonus 
should  be  discussed  on  the  first  Schedule. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

THE  SCHEDULES. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Schedule  1,  page  39,  to  leave  out  lines 
3  to  14  inclusive,  and  insert  the  words  '  Twelve 
per  cent,  on  amount  of  purchase  money  ad- 
vanced under  Land  Purchase  Acts.'"--( Mr, 
Wyndham.) 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  various  sug" 
gestions  had  been  made  as  to  the  proper 
allocation  of  the  bonus.  Those  who 
desired  to  see  justice  done  in  all 
cases  had  approached  the  question 
from  different  points  of  view.  He  had 
attempted  a  rough-and-ready  method 
of  approaching  a  difficult  question. 
The  Committee  did  not  know  the 
particular  circumstances  of  each  trans- 
action. Perhaps,  therefore,  the  better 
plan  was  to  mete  out  the  bonus  on  equal 
terms  all  round — viz.,  19  per  cent,  addi- 
tion to  the  money  advanced  on  each 
transaction.  It  was  to  hi  hoped  that  all 
those  who  had  to  deal  with  the  money 
and  the  disposition  of  the  bonus  would 
take  into  account  the  claims  of  those 
whose  co-operation  was  necessary  if  land 
purchase  was  to  be  a  success.  He  believed 
that  in  making  this  proposal  he  was  doing 
justice  in  the  case. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
schedule." 


Mr.  DILLON  said  he  fully  recognised 
that  it  was  impossible  to  discuss  fully 
this  very  important  matter  at  that  period 
of  the  evening.  Of  course  the  subject 
was  not  closed,  but  would  remain  open  at 
the  Report  stage,  and  he  urged  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  not  to  close  his  mind  on 
this  subject.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Waterford  had  an  Amendment  on  the 
Paper  proposing  a  sliding  scale  as  the  most 
just  way  of  disposing  of  the  bonus.  His 
own  plan  was  that  a  bonus  should  be 
given  in  the  shape  of  three  years'  pur- 
chase of  the  rental  to  every  landlord  who 
sold.  He  would  illustrate  the  absurd 
results  which  would  follow  from  the  Chief 
Secretary's  scheme  of  distributing  all 
round  a  bonus  of  12  per  cent,  on  the 
money  advanced.  Take  the  case  of  an 
estate  in  the  province  of  Ulster  or  Munster 
where  the  purchase-money  would  amount 
to  twenty  years'  purchase  of  the  rental ; 
the  landlord  would  obtain  a  bonus  of 
£12,000,  but  on  a  similar  estate  in  the 
province  of  Connaught,  where  the  hold- 
ings were  poor,  the  purchase-money  would 
only  be  fifteen  years'  purchase  of  the 
rental,  and  the  landlord  would  obtain  & 
bonus  of  only  £9,000.  That  showed  the 
absurdity  of  the  Chief  Secretary's  plan. 
The  only  justification  for  the  bonus  was* 
to  fill  up  the  gap  between   what    the 
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tenants  could  afford  to  pay,  and  what  the 
landlords  would  receive  for  selling.  Under 
the  Chief  Secretary's  proposal,  the  bidk 
of  the  money  would  go  to  the  richest 
parts  of  Ireland,  and  the  lesser  amount 
to  the  poorest  parts.  The  injustice  of 
that  was  manifest.  He  could  hardly 
conceive  that  the  Government  would 
persist  in  that  course,  and  he  respectfully 
hoped  that  they  would  re-consider  this 
question,  which  would  be  again  raised  on 
JReport. 


Streets  Bill. 


120 


Mr.  WHITLEY  (Halifax)  saidhe  would 
urge  upon  the  Chief  Secretary  to  re-consider 
this  matter  before  the  Report  stage  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  general  taxpayer. 
Hitherto,  those  who  represented  the 
general  taxpayer  had  cheerfully  acquiesced 
in  the  payment  of  the  bulk,  at  any  rate, 
of  this  bonus  of  £12,000,000,  distinctly 
on  the  understanding  that  it  was  to 
facilitate  the  poorer  class  of  Irish  land 
lords  in  transferring  their  estates  to  their 
tenants ;  but  if  the  bonus  was  to  be  dis- 
tributed according  to  the  new  scheme,  it 
would  mean  that  a  larger  share  of  the 
bonus  would  be  given  to  the  rich  land- 
lords and  the  smaller  share  to  the  poor 
landlords. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  thought  the 
two  speeches  to  which  they  had  just 
listened  illustrated  the  difficulty  of  dealing 
with  the  bonus.  The  fact  was,  land  pur- 
chase in  Ireland  was  not  simply  a  matter 
between  landlord  and  tenant ;  it  was 
much  more  complex.  He  had  suggested 
originally  that  help  should  be  given  in  a 
larger  measure,  not  to  poor  landlords,  but 
to  small  properties,  which  was  a  very 
different  thing,  as  the  man  with  the  large 
property  was  sometimes  poorer  than  the 
man  with  the  small  property,  because  his 
mortgages  pressed  more  heavily  upon 
him  than  the  man  with  the  small  property. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  York 
-and  the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester 
thought  that  land  purchase  would  not 
be  a  success  unless  the  land-agents 
were  dealt  with.  The  fact  that  there 
were  three  or  four  points  of  view 
from  which  the  distribution  of  the  bonus 
might  be  approached,  proved,  at  any  rate, 
the  necessity  for  the  bonus,  and  for  the 
life  of  him  he  could  not  hit  on  a  better 
suggestion,  in  view  of  the  various  diffi- 
culties which  existed,  than  that  the  bonus 

Mr.  Dillon. 


should  be  dealt  out  equally  all  round' 
and  that  all  parties  should  treat  each 
other  with  reason  and  consideration. 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR  said  he  wished 
to  offer  a  word  of  warning  to  the  Chief 
Secretary.  The  Irish  Members  did  not 
think  the  arrangement  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  proposed  was  satisfactory, 
because,  in  their  opinion,  it  violated  the 
very  principle  he  himself  had  laid  down — 
viz.,  the  principle  of  equality.  In  other 
words,  by  the  right  hon  Gentleman  s 
scheme,  much  was  given  to  him  that  had, 
and  little  was  given  to  him  that  had  not. 
He  thought  that  the  bonus  ought  to  be 
an  inducement  to  the  landlord  to  give 
fair  terms  to  the  tenants,  and  not  be  an 
inducement  to  them  to  make  better  terms 
out  of  their  tenants.  He  considered  that 
the  bonus  under  the  Chief  Secretary's 
scheme  would  press  most  hardly  on  the 
poorer  estates  and  on  the  poorer  tenants. 
It  must  be  understood  that  if  they 
allowed  this  Amendment  to  pass  through 
that,  evening,  it  was  not  because  they 
approved  of  it. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question  "  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Schedule,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Second  Schedule  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported ;  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  269.] 

METROPOLITAN  STREETS  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 
asked  if  the  Bill  had  been  read  a  second 
time. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  k>r 
the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Akers- 
Douolas,  Rent,  St  Augustine's)  said  it 
was  read  a  second  time  the  night  before 
last.    . 
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Mr.  CALDWELL  said  that  the  Under- 
Secretary  for  the  Home  Department  was 
talking  to  him  at  the  time,  and  he  did 
not  hear  the  question  put  from  the 
Chair.  It  was  always  inconvenient  for 
Members  of  the  Government  to  talk  to 
hon.  Members,  more  especially  when  one 
of  their  own  Bills  was  being  passed. 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARY  to  the 
HOME  OFFICE  (Mr.  Cochrane,  Ayr- 
shire, N.)  said  it  was  quite  unintentional 
on  his  part. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  said  no  doubt  it  was. 
The  Bill  purported  to  deal  with  an  object 
which  was  very  laudable  in  itself,  namely, 
the  question  of  collections  in  the  public 
streets  for  charitable  and  other  purposes. 
It  proposed  to  empower  the  police,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Home  Secretary,  to 
make  certain  regulations  with  regard  to 
the  places  at  and  conditions  under  which 
money  might  be  collected  for  ohari table 
purposes  in  the  streets.  The  object 
the  Home  Secretary  had  in  view  was 
that  no  person  should  be  allowed  to 
collect  money  in  the  streets  who  had  not 
a  right  to  collect  it ;  but  when  he  looked 
into  the  Bill  that  was  not  the  object  it 
would  effect.  It  did  not  deal  with  the 
question  as  to  whether  a  person  had  or 
had  not  a  right  to  collect  money  for 
charitable  purposes;  but  it  went  back 
upon  the  Metropolitan  Streets  Act, 
which  dealt  entirely  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  streets  and  the  control  of 
the  traffic.  Section  11  of  the  Metro- 
politan Streets  Act,  to  which  the  Bill 
referred,  and  which  it  was  proposed  to 
extend  as  to  the  making  of  regulations  to 
be  observed  by  all  persons  with  respect 
to  the  places  at  and  conditions  under 
which  money  was  to  be  collected  in  the 
streets,  dealt  entirely  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  streets,  and  not  with  the 
purpose  for  which  a  person  might  be  on 
the  streets  and  referred  only  to  a  special 
district,  namely,  that  within  four  miles 
of  Charing  Cross.  The  section  referred 
entirely  to  the  control  of  traffic  and  to 
the  power  of  diverting  traffic,  and  had  no 
reference  whatever  to  the  case  of  a 
person  collecting  money.  The  object  of 
the  Bill  might  be  particularly  good, 
namely,  that  no  person  should  be  allowed 
on  the  streets  on  a  begging  excursion 
without  some    guarantee    that    it    was 


bond  fide,  and  that  the  public  were  not 
being  defrauded.  But  that  could  not  be 
provided  merely  by  reference  to  an  Act 
of  Parliament  which  dealt  entirely  with 
the  regulation  of  traffic.  The  only  power 
which  the  Bill  would  confer  woula  be  the 
power  to  regulate  wherea  man  might  stand. 
The  Bill  had  no  reference  whatever  to 
the  object  for  which  a  person  might  be 
collecting.  The  Bill  assumed  that  the 
collection  was  for  a  charitable  purpose, 
and  therefore  the  theory  that  this  was 
a  Bill  to  find  out  whether  a  collector 
was  bond  fide  or  not  was  destroyed.  The 
Bill  assumed  he  was  a  bond  fide  collec- 
tor; and  it  proposed,  without  any 
justification,  to  interfere  with  persons 
who  were  admittedly  collecting  for  a 
charitable  purpose.  Section  11  of  the 
Metropolitan  Streets  Act  had  reference 
solely  to  the  position  which  a  man  might 
occupy  in  the  streets,  and  it  referred 
only  to  a  particular  district. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  not  entitled  to  repeat  the  argu- 
ments he  has  already  used. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  said  he  was  turning 
the  argument  in  a  different  way.  If  a 
person  were  collecting  for  a  bond  fide 
charitable  purpose,  on  what  ground  was 
he  to  be  interfered  with  1  If  it  was  for 
the  convenience  of  the  public,  the 
existing  law  provided  a  remedy.  Was  it 
to  be  laid  down  that  a  man  collecting, 
for  instance,  on  Hospital  Saturday 
should  stand  in  a  particular  spot  and 
should  not  move  from  it  ?  He  did  not 
see  why  such  a  laudable  object  should 
be  interfered  with.  It  was  the  small 
sums  that  were  put  into  the  boxes  in 
the  streets  that  mounted  up.  He 
thought  they  had  a  right  to  complain 
that  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  was 
passed  without  a  word  of  explanation. 
He  did  not  think  that  was  the  way  to 
carry  a  Bill  through  the  House.  They 
had  a  right  to  have  had  a  candid  state- 
ment as  to  the  object  of  the  Bill,  and 
then  they  would  know  where  they  stood. 
In  the  absence  of  all  explanation,  he  did 
not  think  the  Committee  should  agree 
to  the  clause,  all  the  more  as  the  Bill 
would  not  carry  out  the  object  in  view. 
They  ought  not  to  impose  any  restric- 
tions on  bond  fide  collectors  which  would 
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interfere  with  the  benevolence  of  the 
public  as  long  as  the  collectors  did  not 
cause  an  obstruction.  He  thought  the 
Bill  was  totally  uncalled  for,  and  that 
it  would  be  invalid. 


Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.)  said  he 
thought  the  Committee  were  indebted  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lanark  for 
the  interest  he  had  taken  in  the  matter. 
He  thought  the  complaint  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  was  not  altogether  unreason- 
able. He  should  like  to  ask  one  or  two 
questions  of  the  Home  Secretary.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  asked  for  powers 
to  exercise  authority  which  would  not 
be  exercised  in  any  other  city.  He  did 
not  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  ask  for  such  powers  without 
telling  the  Committee  what  new  and 
.grave  reasons  had  arisen  to  justify  them. 
These  powers  were  to  be  conferred  on 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his  sue- 
ces-ors  at  the  Home  Office.  They 
might  have  perfect  confidence  in  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  what  about 
his  successors  ?  He  thought  there  was 
really  some  ground  for  suspicion.  The 
powers  under  the  Metropolitan  Streets 
Act  were  to  be  exercised  with  the  consent 
of  the  Common  Council  of  the  City, 
which  was  the  only  representative  body 
in  existence  when  the  Act  was  passed  in 
1867.  Now  they  had  the  London 
County  Council,  and  the  Borough 
^Councils.    Were  they  to  be  consulted  ? 

♦Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  said  there 
was  no  intention  whatever  of  rushing 
the  Bill  through  the  House.  He  was 
under  the  impression  that  it  was  an 
agreed  Bill ;  and  it  was  introduced  in 
answer  to  a  general  request  made; 
during  the  discussion  of  the  Police 
Estimates  a  few  months  ago.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Kirkcaldy  Burghs,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Battersta,  and  other  hon. 
Members  urged  him  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
dealing  with  this  question.  All  it 
proposed  was  to  give  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Metropolitan  and  City  Police 
powers,  subject,  outside  the  City,  to 
the  sanction  of  the  Home  Secretary, 
who  was  responsible  to  this  House, 
to  is8 ue  regulations  dealing  with  this 
question.  During  the  discussion  on 
the    Estimates  it  was   pointed  out  that 

Mr.  Caldwell 


this  begging  in  the  streets  was  very 
undesirable,  and  ought  to  be  put  down. 
Hon.  Members  complained  of  collecting 
boxes  being  held  up  before  pedestrians, 
and  also  of  the  great  obstruction  which 
was  caused  in  the  streets ;  and  it  was 
felt  to  be  desirable  that  the  police  should 
have  power  to  deal  with  this  matter.  It 
wa3  with  th's  view  that  the  Bill  was 
brought  in ;  and  he  thought  it  would  be 
regarded  as  an  agreed  measure.  The 
Bill,  although  it  was  a  small  one,  was 
necessary  for  London,  and  was  desired 
not  only  by  hon.  Members,  but  by 
the  London  County  Council. 


Me.  WHITLEY  (Halifax)  said  they 
were  all  agreed  that  the  object  of  the 
Bill  was  a  good  one ;  but  they  were  not 
agreed  that  it  proposed  the  best  method 
of  achieving  that  object. 


And,  it  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman 
left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House. 


Committee    report    Progress ;    to   sit 
again  to-morrow. 


BUSINESS    OF   THE    HOUdE. 


Sir  A.  ACLAND-HOOD  (Somerset- 
shire,  Wellington)  said,  in  moving  the 
adjournment  of  the  House,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  representations  frorn  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  the  Scotch  Licensing  Bill 
would  not  be  taken  until  Monday.  The 
Naval  Works  Bill  would  be  the  first 
order  on  Friday,  and  would  be  followed 
by  the  Employment  of  Children  Bill. 


Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) 
asked  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  could  say 
when  the  Report  stage  of  the  Irish  Land 
Bill  would  be  taken. 

Sir  A.  ACLAND-HOOD  said  he  could 
not  say  that. 

Adjoumed  at  five  minutes  after 
Twelve  o'clock. 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 

fe    ing    Biff    have  been  complied  with: — 

I    Gateshead  Corporation. 

^        And  also  the  Certificate  that  the  further 

J|   Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 

ing  Bill  nave  not  been  complied  with  : — 

-  Ulster  and  Connaught  Light  Railways. 

-|       The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
fc   Table. 

3 

1  London  County  Council  (Tramways  and 

"§  Improvements)  Bill     A  witness  ordered 

—  to  attend  the  Select  Committee. 

-3 

^  Hastings  Tramways  (Extensions)  Bill 
°2  [ill.].  Commons  Amendments  con- 
's   sidered,  and  agreed  to. 


1 


a 

^ 


8 
^ 


London  County  Council  (General 
Powers)  Bill.  Reported  from  the  Select 
Committee,  with  Amendments. 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway 
(Transfer)  Bill.  Reported  with  Amend- 
ments. 

Brighton  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.].  The 
King's  consent  signified ;  and  Bill  reported 
from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5)  BilL  Leave  given  to  the  Select 
Committee  to  adjourn  over  to-morrow, 
and  not  to  sit  till  twelve  o'clock  on  Mon- 
day next. 

North  Metropolitan  Electric  Power 
Supply  Bill  [H.L.J.     Read  2*. 

Erith  Tramways  and  Improvement  Bill. 
Moved,  That  the  order  made  on  the  16th 
day  of  March  last,  "  That  no  Private  Bill 
brought  from  the  House  of  Commons 
shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  the  18th 
day  of  June  next/'  be  dispensed  with,  and 
that  the  Sill  be  now  read  2* ;  agreed  to ; 
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Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and  committed  : 
The  Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Selection. 

Jewish  Colonisation  Association  Bill 
[h.l.].  Returned  from  the  Commons 
agreed  to.  < 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  7)  Bill;  Returned  from  the 
Commons,  with  the  Amendment  agreed 
to. 

Hampton  Court  Gas  Bill,  Charing 
Cross,  Euston,  and  Hampstead  Railway 
BilL  Returned  from  the  Commons  with 
the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Aberdeen  Corporation  Tramways 
Order  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.]  (No. 
161.).  A  Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional 
Order  relating  to  Aberdeen  Cor- 
poration Tramways;  and  Perth  Cor- 
poration (Tramways)  Order  Confirma- 
tion Bill  [H.L.]  (No.  162.).  A  Bill  to  con- 
firm a  Provisional  Order  relating  to 
Perth  Corporation  (Tramways),  were 
presented  by  the  Lord  Balfour; 
read  1* ;  to  be  printed ;  and  (pursuant 
to  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Act,  1899,  section  7),  deemed 
to  have  been  read  2» ;  and  reported 
from  the  Committee. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Order 
(No.  16)  Bill.  Amendments  reported 
(according  to  Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read 
3a  to-morrow. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  9)  Bill.  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  (which  stands  appointed  for  this 
day)  put  off  to  Tuesday  next. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  17)  Bill;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Order  (No.  18)  Bill.  House  in 
Committee  (according  to  Order);  Bills 
reported  without  Amendment ;  Standing 
Committee  negatived;  and  Bills  to  be 
read  3a  to-morrow. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  2)  Bill ;  Pier  and  Harbour  Provi- 
sional Orders  (No.  3)  Bill;  Pier  and 
Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4) 
Bill;  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  5)  Bill ;  Pier  and  Harbour 
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Provisional  Orders  (No-  6)  Bill.  Mored, 
That  the  Order  made  on  the  16th  of 
March  last,  "  That  no  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  BUI  brought  from  the 
House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a 
second  time  after  Thursday  the  18th  day 
of  June  next,1'  be  dispensed  with,  and 
that  the  Bills  be  now  read  2* ;  agreed 
to ;  Bills  read  2a  accordingly,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to-morrow. 

London  County  Council  (Tramways 
and  Improvements)  Bill.  The  order 
made  on  the  23rd  of  June  last  appointing 
certain  Lords  the  Select  Committee  to 
consider  the  Bill,  discharged. 

London  County  Council  (Tramways 
and  Improvements)  Bill;  Metropolitan 
Police  Provisional  Order  Bill;  London 
United  Tramways  Bill;  Harrow  Road 
and  Paddington  Tramways  Bill;  South 
Shields  Corporation  Bill ;  Dublin,  Wick- 
low,  and  Wexford  Railway  Bill ;  Ebbw 
Vale  Water  and  Improvement  Bill ; 
Western  Valleys  (Monmouthshire)  Sewer- 
age Board  Bill;  Report  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection,  That  the  following 
Lords  be  proposed  to  the  House  to  form 
the  Select  Committee  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  said  Bills — viz., 

E.  Waldegrave, 

K  Powis, 

L.  Kilmaine, 

L.  Harris  (chairman). 

L.  Lyveden 

Agreed  to ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed 
accordingly  :  The  Committee  to  meet  on 
Monday  next,  at  Twelve  o'clock ;  and  all 
petitions  referred  to  the  Committee,  with 
leave  to  the  petitioners  praying  to  be 
heard  by  counsel  against  the  Bills  to  be 
heard  as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for  the 
Bills. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 

TREATY  SERIES  No.  10  (1903). 

Commercial  Convention  between  the 
United  Kingdom  and  Persia ;  signed  at 
Tehran,  9th  February,  1903  (ratifica- 
tions exchanged  at  Tehran,  27th  May, 
1 903) ;  signed  also  in  the  Persian  text 

TRADE  REPORTS(ANNUAL  SERIES). 

No.  3020.    Italy. 

No.  3021.   France    (Pondicherry    and 
^  Karikal). 


No.  3022.  Italy  (Central  Italy). 
No.  3023.  China  (Foochow). 
No.  3024.  Portugal  (Beira). 

MISCELLANEOUS  SERIES. 
No.   594.    Germany  (agricultural   in- 
struction in  Germany  and  the  develop- 
ment    of     German     agriculture     and 
agricultural  industries). 

FISHERIES  (SCOTLAND). 
Report  of  inquiry  as  to  herring  fishery 
in  the  Firth  of  Clyde,  etc 

ARMY. 

Letter  from  General  Officer  Com- 
manding the  Forces  in  South  Africa 
transmitting  the  proceedings  of  a  Board 
of  Officers  assembled  to  report  upon 
certain  supplies  of  "meat  and  vege- 
table "  rations  at  Pretoria  considered  to 
be  unfit  for  issue. 

PATRIOTIC  FUND. 
Forty-first  Report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
missioners. 

CU8TOMS  (TARIFF). 

Translation  of  the  Proposed  New 
General  Customs  Tariff  for  Austria- 
Hungary,  with  comparison,  as  far  as 
possible,  of  the  rates  of  Customs  duty 
contained  in  the  proposed  tariff  with  the 
rates  at  present  in  force  on  imports 
into  Austria  Hungary  from  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Presented  (by  Command)  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

CERTIFIED  INEBRIATE  REFORMA- 
TORIES (REGULATIONS  FOR  MAN- 
AGEMENT). 

Regulations,  made  with  the  approval 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  for  the  management  and 
discipline  of  the  certified  inebriate  re- 
formatories at  Lewes  and  Chesterfield; 
Brentry  and  Horfield. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act)  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND 
FISHERIES  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Read  3a  (according  to  Order),  and  passed 
and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

PUBLIC  OFFICES  (DUBLIN)  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons.    Read  la ; 
to  be  printed ;  *nd  referred  to  the  Ex- 
aminers.    (No^  163-) 
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139  Patois 

PISTOLS  BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

*Thk  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE: 
My  Lords,  I  shall  not  detain  your  Lord- 
ships more  than  a  few  minutes  in  asking 
you  to  give  a  Second  Reading  to  this 
extremely  useful  little  Bill,  which  has 
been  brought  in  in  the  interests  of  the 
public  safety  and  has  for  its  object  the 
prevention  of  pistols  falling  into  improper 
hands.  This  is  by  no  means  a  new 
Bill.  Since  1888  this  question  has  been 
continually  before  .Parliament,  but  the 
failure  of  previous  Bills  has  been  solely 
due  to  the  fact  that  they  have  been  too 
extreme,  and  have  endeavoured  to  go  too 
far.  This  was  notably  the  case  with  the 
Bill  which  was  introduced  in  1893  by 
the  Government  of  that  day.  The  Bill 
now  before  your  Lordships,  however,  is 
an  extremely  moderate  one.  I  do  not 
think  there  can  be  any  question  as  to  the 
necessity  for  some  such  measure  as  this. 
Six  weeks  ago  there  was  a  murder  trial 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  the  crime  being  en- 
tirely due  to  a  pistol  having  got  into 
improper  hands.  I  refer  to  the  Black- 
heath  murder.  In  that  case  a  pawnbroker 
sold  a  pistol  to  a  man  who  was  deeply 
intoxicated,  and  it  resulted,  first,  in  the 
severe  wounding  of  a  policeman,  and, 
secondly,  in  the  death  of  a  man  who  went 
to  the  assistance  of  the  policeman.  The 
remarks  of  Mr.  Justice  Grantham  at  the 
trial  were  very  strong.  Addressing  the 
pawnbroker  who  had  sold  the  loaded 
pistol  to  the  prisoner,  he  said — 

"  In  my  judgment  you  ought  to  be  in  that 
dock  charged  with  manslaughter.  When  a 
man  loads  a  revolver  for  another  who  is  drunk, 
and  that  man  goes  and  shoots  another,  it  is  a 
serious  question  whether  the  man  who  loads 
the  revolver  is  not  guilty  of  manslaughter." 

I  think  your  Lordships  will  agree 
with  that  view.  But  in  this  Bill 
I  do  not  ask  you  to  make  him  liable 
to  conviction  for  manslaughter  but 
merely  that  he  should  be  liable  to  a 
fine  of  £25. 

There  is  a  great  volume  of  publie 
opinion  behind  this  Bill.  The  hon 
Member  who  introduced  it  in  another 
place  has  received  a  letter  from  th< 
Coroners'  Society  of  England  and  Wales, 
regretting  that  the  Government  Bill  of 
1893    was    withdrawn     and    earnestly 
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hoping  that  this  Bill  will  receive  the 
approval  of  Parliament.  I  have  also  a 
Letter  from  Mr.  Justice  Bigham,  which, 
I  think,  broadly  explains  the  whole 
position.    He  says— 

"  I  have  had  to  try  boys  for  offences  arising 
i  tut  of  the  use  of  cheap  toy  pistols.  In  one  ease 
leath  had  resulted,  and  the  boy  was  convicted 
of  manslaughter.  I  think  I  can  safely  say  that 
every  other  Judge  on  the  Bench  has  had  similar 
experience.  Judges  have  frequently  suggested 
that  some  means  ought  to  be  adopted  for  regu- 
lating the  sale  of  these  weapons  and  juries  have 
also  spoken  in  the  same  tone." 

I  also  hold  in  my  hand  a  report  of 
an  interview  with  the  Birmingham 
Stipendiary  Magistrate  in  which  he 
expresses  the  hope  that  nothing  will  be 
lone  to  prevent  this  Bill  passing  into 
law.  Further,  I  would  remind  your 
Lordships  that  a  distinguished  Member 
of  the  other  House— Mr.  Herbert  Glad- 
stone— has  left  it  on  record  that  there  is 
i  pile  of  papers  at  the  Home  Office  from 
Judges,  coroners  and  other  people 
strongly  urging  that  some  restrictive 
legislation  should  be  passed  in  regard  to 
pistols  and  toy  pistols.  So  far  as  I  know 
there  is  no  opposition  to  the  Bill  from  , 
outside.  The  Gunmakers'  Association 
of  Birmingham  were  a  little  upset  about 
one  particular  provision  in  the  Bill  as 
originally  drafted,  but  this  objection  has 
been  met  by  an  Amendment  which  was 
introduced  in  the  other  House;  and  I 
have  in  my  hand  an  article  from  the 
official  newspaper  of  the  trade  welcom- 
ing the  Bill  as  amended. 

I  will  now  briefly  explain  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill.  First  of  all. 
it  enacts  that  a  record  shall  be  kept 
of  all  sales  of  pistols,  this  record  to 
be  open  to  the  police ;  and  in  this  con- 
nection 1  would  again  quote  from  the 
Gunmakers'  Journal,  which  states  that 
many  gunmakers  in  point  of  fact  do 
keep  precisely  such  a  register  at  (the 
present  moment.  Secondly,  the  Bill 
enacts  that  whenever  a  person  wishes  to 
buy  or  hire  a  pistol  he  shall  produce  his 
game  or  gun  licence.  By  incorporating 
certain  sections  of  the  Gun  Act,  1870, 
this  does  not  interfere  in  any  way  witi. 
cadet  corps  on  the  one  hand,  or  with  a 
householder  on  the  other  who  wishes 
to  buy  a  pistol  to  protect  himself  from 
burglars  and  for  use  inside  his  own 
house.  Section  8  makes  it  clear  that 
the    provisions    of    the  Bill    shall    not 
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apply  where  an  antique  pistol  is  sold  as  a 
curiosity  or  ornament.  Thirdly,  the  Bill 
enacts  that  it  shall  be  illegal  for  a  person 
under  eighteen  years  of  age  to  buy  a 
pistol  and  illegal  for  a  shopkeeper  to 
sell  a  pistol  to  a  person  under  eighteen, 
the  penalty  being  a  fine  of  £25.  In  all 
the  previous  Bills  the  penalty  proposed 
has  been  £10.  Fourthly,  the  Bill  enacts 
that  anyone  selling  a  pistol  to  a  person 
who  is  intoxicated  or  apparently  insane 
shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  £5.  That 
is  the  whole  of  the  Bill,  and  I  contend 
that  it  is  incapable  of  causing  any  hard- 
ship to  a  single  individual.  It  will  be 
extremely  simple  in  its  working,  and 
must  have  a  very  beneficial  effect,  and 
I  trust  your  Lordships  will  give  it  a 
Second  Reading. 

.  Moved  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2a. — (The  Earl  of  Donmghmore.) 

Lord  BELPER  :  My  Lords,  I  have  to 
say,  on  behalf  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, that  they  are  in  entire  sympathy 
with  the  object  of  this  Bill.  There  is  a 
large  amount  of  evidence  to  show  that 
%  not  only  have  many  accidents  occurred, 
but  many  crimes  have  been  committed  in 
consequence  of  pistols  being  in  the  hands 
of  irresponsible  persons.  As  the  noble 
Earl  has  said,  this  Bill  is  a  considerable 
modification  of  previous  Bills,  and  the 
Government  see  no  reason  why  it  should 
not  be  passed  into  law. 

On  Question,  read  2a  (according  to 
Order),  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (TRANSFER  OF 
POWERS)  BILL. 

On  the  Order  to  receive  the  Report  of  I 
Amendments, 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON  said :  I 
was  not  able  to  be  in  the  House  the 
other  day  when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee, 
but  I  was  sorry  to  find  that  the  noble 
Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill  was  not  able 
to  accede  to  the  very  reasonable  request 
which  was  made  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  by  the  West  Riding  County 
Council,  and,  I  believe,  by  other  bodies. 
I  do  not  wish  to  raise  the  question  again, 
except  merely  to  say  that  I  am  afraid 
that  in  the  working  of  the  Bill  consider- 
"  le  inconvenience  will   be  experienced, 

€  Earl  of  Donoughmore. 


especially  in  large  counties  like  the  West 
Riding,  if  a  majority  of  one  of  the 
numerous  smaller  bodies  mentioned  in 
the  clause  is  able  to  prevent  the  transfer 
to  the  County  Council  of  very  desirable 
powers.  I  would  also  like  to  ask  the  exact 
bearing  of  the  words — 

"  Bot  without  prejudice  to  the  power  of  the 
Board  to  propose  a  new  Order." 

Does  that  mean  that  as  soon  as  one 
Order  has  been  rejected  by  a  majority 
of  one  of  the  local  authorities,  the 
Local  Government  Board  may  introduce 
si  new  Order  and  go  through  the  same 
process  again  in  the  hope  that  the  local 
I  authorities  may  change  their  opinion  ? 

Lord  KENYON : .  I  am  not  prepared 
to  answer  the  Question  without  notice. 
1  But  I  would  remind  the  noble  Marquess 
that  the  section  in  question  was  intro- 
duced into  the  Bill  to  satisfy  the  local 
authorities. 


The  Marquess  of  RIPON:  Yes, 
the  small  local  authorities. 

Lord  KENYON  :  I  do  not  think  the 
Bill  would  be  before  your  Lordships  now 
if  the  section  had  not  been  inserted. 

The    Marquess    of    RIPON:    If    I 
I  am  in  the  House  when  the  Third  Reading 
stage  is  taken,  I  will  ask  the  noble  Lorn 
for  an  explanation  of  this  point. 

The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)  :  The  pro- 
vision in  question  is  by  no  means  an 
unusual  one.     Without  the  words — 

"  But  without  prejudice  to  the  power  of  the 
Board  to  propose  a  new  Order." 

it  might  be  held  that  an  Order  having 
been  proposed  and  rejected,  the  power  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  was  altogether 
exhausted.  The  noble  Marquess  need 
have  no  apprehension  that  a  Government 
Department  is  likely,  out  of  pure 
obstinacy,  to  proceed  again  and  again 
with  the  same  Order. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON:  I  fear 
the  exact  opposite. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH :  In 
[that  case  I  do  not  see  why  the  noblo 
!  Marquess  should  object  to  the  clause. 
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The  Marquess  of  RIPON:  I  do 
not  object.    I  only  ask  for  an  explanation. 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3a  To-morrow. 

LUNACY  ACTS  (AMENDMENT) 
LONDON  BILL  [h.l.]. 

On  the  Order  to  go  into  Committee 
on  this  Bill, 

Lord  BELPER  said :  Before  the  House 
goes  into  Committee,  I  wish  to  say  that 
there  are  a  number  of  points  in  the  Bill 
— points  of  detail  and  with  regard 
to  machinery — which  require  considera- 
tion before  it  passes,  and  the  Govern- 
ment may  find  it  necessary  to  move 
Amendments  at  a  later  stage. 

Bill  reported  without  Amendment; 
and  re-committed  to  the  Standing 
Committee. 


House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes 
before  Five  o'clock,  till  To- 
morrow, a  quarter  past  Four 
o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  9th  July,  1903. 


The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  WAYS  AND 
MEANS. 

The  Clerk  at  the  Table  informed  the 
House  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 

Nelson  Corporation  Bill;  West  Cum- 
berland Electric  Tramways  Bill.  Lords' 
Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Fishguard  and  Rosslare  Railways  and 
Harbours  Bill  (by  Order).  Lords'  Amend- 
ments considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Hexham  Gas  Bill  [Lords];  Nantwich 
Urban  District  Council  Bill  [Lords]; 
Sheffield  and  South  Yorkshire  Navigation 
Bfli  [Lords] ;  Torquay  Corporation  Water 
Bill  [LordsJ.  Bead  the  third  time,  and 
passed,  witn  Amendments. 


Bill  Business. 
STANDING  ORDERS. 
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Resolutions  reported  from  the  Select 
Committee. 

1.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Manchester 
Corporation  Bill  [LordsJ,  the  Standing 
Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with :  — 
That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  proceed 
with  their  Bill." 

2.  "That  in  the  case  of  the  Goaport 
and  Fareham  Tramways  Bill  [Lords],  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with  : — That  the  parties  be  permitted  to 
proceed  with  their  Bill." 

3.  "That  in  the  case  of  the  Bangor 
Corporation  Bill  [Lords],  the  Standing 
Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with : — That 
the  parties  be  permitted  to  proceed  with 
their  Bill." 

4.  "That  in  the  case  of  the  South 
Eastern  and  London,  Chatham,  and  Dover 
Railways  Bill  [Lords],  the  Standing  Orders 
ought  to  be  dispensed  with  : — That  the 

girties  be  permitted  to  proceed  with  their 
ill,  provided  that  Clause  30  and  the 
Fourth  Schedule  be  struck  out  of  the 
Bill : — That  the  Committee  on  the  Bill 
do  report  how  far  such  Order  has  been 
complied  with." 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

Manchester  Corporation  Bill  [Lords], 
Report  [this  day]  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Standing  Orders  read. 

Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Gosport  and  Fareham  Tramways  Bill 
[Lords].  Report  [this  day]  from  the 
Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders 
read. 

Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Manchester  Southern  Tramways  Bill 
[Lords].  Reported,  with  Amendments ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

Railway  Bills  (Group  12).  Mr.  Ashton 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Group 
12  of  Railway  Bills ;  That  the  Committee 
had  adjourned  till  Monday  next,  at 
Twelve  of  the  clock,  there  being  no 
business  ready. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Tramway  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2) 
Bill  [Lords].  Copy  ordered,  "  of  Memo- 
randum stating  the  nature  of  the  Proposals 
contained    in    the    Provisional     Orders 
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1ncluded  in  the  Tramways  Orders  Con- 
firmation (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords]."— (Mr. 
Bonar  Law.) 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That   they  have    agreed   to — Guinea 

1  ostal    Orders    Bill ;    Hamilton    Burgh 

Provisional  Order  Bill ;  Broughty  Ferry 

Gas    Provisional    Order    Bill,    without 

at 


Reports,  (Sec. 
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Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  14)  Bill;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  10)  Bill,  with 
Amendments. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  make  further  provisions  for 
the  foundation  of  a  Dean  and  Chapter 
of  Newcastle;  and  for  other  purposes 
connected  therewith. "  [Newcastle  Chapter 
(Amendment)  Bill  [Lords.] 

AJso,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to 
confirm  certain  Provisional  Orders  made 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the  Tram- 
ways Act,  1870,  relating  to  Burton-upon- 
Trent  Corporation  Tramways,  Bury 
Corporation  Tramways,  Cardiff  Corpora- 
tion Tramways  (Extension),  Hudders- 
field  Corporation  Tramways,  Leeds 
Corporation  Tramways,  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne  Corporation  Tramways,  and 
portobello  and  Musselburgh  Tramways." 

E Tram  ways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1) 
ill  [Lords.] 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act 
to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  made  by 
the  Board  of  Education,  under  the 
Education  Acts,  1870  to  1902,  to  enable 
the  School  Board  for  London  to  put  in 
force  the  Lands  Clauses  Acts."  [Educa- 
tion Board  Provisional  Order  Confirma- 
tion (London)  Bill  [Lords.] 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  14)  Bill;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  10)  Bill.  Lords 
Amendments  to  be  considered  To-morrow. 

Tram  way  8  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1) 
Bill  [Lords.]  Read  the  first  time ; 
Referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  270.] 

Education  Board  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [Lords.] 
Read  the  first  time;  Referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  271.] 


CHURCH  DISCIPLINE  BILL. 
Petition  from  Streatham,  against;   to- 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENCES  RENEWAL  AND  TRANSFER 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Cumberland,  against ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PLUMBERS'  REGISTRATION   BILL. 

Petition  from  Glasgow  and  the  West 
of  Scotland,  in  favour;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  from  |Falmouth  ; 
Bristol;  Flushing;  and  Penwerris ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION. 
Copy  presented  of  Report  of  the  Com- 
missioners for  the  period  from  1st  April, 
1902,   to  31st   March,   1903   [by  'Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURE 
(ENGLAND,  SCOTLAND,  AND  IRELAND). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  17th  March— Mr.  Lough] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
248.] 

TREATY  SERIES  (NO  10,  1903. } 
Copy  presented  of  Commercial  Con- 
vention between  the  United  Kingdom 
and  Persia.  Signed  at  Tehran,  9th 
February,  1903.  Ratifications  exchanged 
at  Tehran,  27th  May,  1903  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

INEBRIATE  REFORMATORIES 
(REGULATIONS). 

Copy  presented  of  Regulations  made 
with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  for  the 
management  and  discipline  of  the  certi- 
fied Inebriate  Reformatories  at  Lewea 
and  Chesterfield  [by  Act]  ;  to  He  upo* 
the  Table, 
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INEBRIATE  REFORMATORIES 
(REGULATIONS). 

Copy  presented  of  amended  Regula- 
tions made  with  the  approval  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment for  the  management  and 
discipline  of  the  certified  Inebriate 
Reformatories  at  Brentry  and  Horfield 
[by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

FISHERIES  (SCOTLAND). 
Copy  presented  of  Report  of  Inquiry  as 
to  Herring  Fishery  in  the  Firth  of  Clyde, 
etc  [by  Command];  to    lie    upon  the 
Table. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED   WITH  THE    VOTES. 


Irrigation  by  State  Canals  in  India. 

Mr.  WEIR  (Ro*s  and  Cromarty) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  if 
he  will  quote  figures  showing  how  the 
.<rea  irrigated  by  State  canals  in  each 
province  of  India  for  the  year  1901-2 
compares  with  the  year  1891-1892. 

(Answered  by  Secretary  Lord  George 
Hamilton.)  The  area  of  land  irrigated 
by  State  canals  in  each  province  of 
India  for  the  years  1891-1892  and 
1901-1902  was  as  follows— 


1891-2. 

1901-2. 

Acre*. 

Acres. 

Banna 

Nil. 

440,046 

Bengal 

742,346 

841,126 

United    Provinces    of 

Agra  and  Ondh 

2,046,400 

2,617,467 

Punjab 
Madras 

3,067,336 

4,494,945 

2,413,501 

3,550,036 

Bombay 

1,322,224 

1 ,  V4o,  olWt 

North  West    Frontier 

Province  - 

t 

157,829 

Baluchistan 

7,732 

7,712 

Rajpntana 

11,947 

23,984 

Total      - 

9,611,486 

14,076,999 

t  Included  under  Punjab. 

Indian  Agricultural  Banks  Committee— 
Report 

Mr.  WEIR :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  if  he  will  state  when  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  Agricul- 
tural banks  will  be  laid  upon  the  Table 
of  the  House ;  and  will  care  be  taken 
that  the  places  where  these  banks  have 
been  established  are  indicated. 


(Answered  by  Secretary  Lord  George 
Hamilton.)  The  Papers  are  in  the 
printer's  hands,  and  will  be  ready  in 
a  few  days.  As  I  stated  in  my  answer 
of  the  2nd  July,  any  banks  which  have 
been  started  are  on  a  purely  experi- 
mental footing,  and  the  information 
given  in  the  papers  as  to  the  localities 
where  the  experiment  is  being  tried  is 
therefore  necessarily  of  a  general 
character. 

Whitehill  Light-Safety  of  Fishermen. 
Mr.  OATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland):  To  ask  the  Lord  Advocate 
if,  in  the  event  of  it  being  found  im- 
possible to  erect  the  Whitehill  Light 
before  the  winter,  temporary  arrange- 
ments will  be  made  for  the  convenience 
and  safety  of  the  fishermen. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray.)  I 
am  informed  that  there  is  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  the  Whitehill  Light  will  be 
ready  and  available  before  the  winter. 

Fisheries  Oommissioner  and  Orkney 
County  Council. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON :  To  ask 
the  Lord  Advocate  if  his  attention  has 
been  directed  to  the  Petition  from  the 
Orkney  County  Council  praying  that 
effect  may  be  given  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Fisheries  Commissioner ; 
and,  if  so,  will  he  state  what  steps  he 
proposes  to  take  thereon. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray.) 
Certain  aspects  of  the  question  affecting 
sea  trout  fishing  in  Orkney  have  been 
engaging  the  attention  of  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland.  The  Petition  referred  to 
by  the  hon.  Member  has  also  been 
received  and  will  be  duly  considered. 

Imports  of  Manufactured  Steel  and 
Iron  into  Great  Britain. 

Sir  THOMAS  WRIGHTSON  (St. 
Pancras,  E.) :  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  what  is  the  weight 
and  value  of  manufactured  steel  and 
iron  which  has  been  imported  into 
British  ports  from  1st  January  to  30th 
June  this  year,  and  the  same  information 
with  regard  to  the  four  previous  half- 
years,  also  the  ports  at  which  the 
material  has  been  delivered  and  the 
country  from  which  it  has  been  sent. 
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(Answered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)  The 
following  are  the  particulars  required, 
so  far  as  regards  the  weight  and  value 
of  manufactured  and  partly  manu- 
factured steel  and  iron  imported  into  the 
United  Kingdom  during  the  periods 
mentioned : — 


Weight 

Value. 

Tom. 

£ 

Half-year  to— 
30  June  1903 

-  592,000 

4,045,000 

31  Dec.  1902 

-  681,000 

4,063,000 

30  Jane  1902 

•  552,000 

3,873,000 

31  Dec.  1901 

-  540,000 

4,147,000 

30  Jane  1901 

-  384,000 

3,414,000 

The  further  information  which  the 
hon.  Member  requires,  as  to  the  ports  at 
which  the  material  has  been  delivered 
and  the  countries  from  which  it  has  been 
sent,  will  be  prepared  and  sent  to  him 
as  soon  as  ready. 

Dr.  Knaggs— Practice  at  Kob& 
Mr.  WEIR:  To  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  he  has  yet  received  from  His 
Majesty's  Consul  at  Kobe*  an  explanation 
in  regard  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  he  failed  to  assist  Dr.  Knaggs  of 
Kobe*  to  obtain  a  certificate  from  the 
Japanese  authorities  to  enable  him  to 
practise  his  profession  at  Kobe\  especially 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  Dr. 
Knaggs  was  accredited  to  the  British 
Consul  by  the  Premier  and  Chief  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  New  South  Wales  as 
having  held  Government  appointments 
in  that  State. 


(Answered  by   Lord  ^Cranbome.) 
Report  has  not  yet  been  received. 


The 


Suakim  Berber  Railway. 
Mb.  HARWOOD  (Bolton):  To  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  if  any  consideration  is  being 
given  to  the  advisability  of  making  the 
Suakim-Berber  Railway  in  the  interest 
of  Trade  in  the  Soudan  generally,  and 
particularly  to  encourage  the  growth  of 
cotton. 

(Answered  by  Lord  Cranborne.)  It  will 
be  seen  on  reference  to  Lord  Cromer's 
Reports  on  Egypt  and  the  Soudan 
(Egypt,  No.  1,  1903,  pp.  15,  73,  and 
94-96),  that  the  most  attentive  con- 
sideration has  been  given  to  the 
advisability  of  making  a  railway  from 


Berber  to  Suakim,  and  that  the 
Egyptian  authorities  are  fully  alive  to 
its  importance  in  the  interests  of  com- 
merce generally  and  of  the  cotton  trade 
in  particular.  In  a  despatch  just 
received,  Lord  Cromer  reports  that  not- 
withstanding many  financial  and 
engineering  difficulties  substantial  pro- 
gress has  been  made  with  the  necessary 
preliminaries,  and  that  when  the  work 
is  commenced,  which  will  soon  be  the 
case,  it  will  be  pushed  forward  as 
rapidly  as  possible. 

Elementary  Schools— Limit  of  Size. 

Sir  JOHN  GORST  (Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Education  if  there  is  a  limit 
laid  down  to  the  size  of  an  elementary 
school ;  what  that  limit,  if  any,  is ;  in 
what  cases,  if  any,  has  sanction  been 
given  during  the  last  twelve  months  to 
schools  exceeding  the  limit 

(Answered  by  Sir  William  Anson.)  The 
Board  of  Education  have  prescribed  no 
limit  of  size  for  an  elementary  school ; 
but  in  a  note  to  the  last  edition  of  the 
Building  Rules  published  in  the  autumn 
of  last  year,  have  recommended  that  no 
school  should  ordinarily  be  built  to 
accommodate  more  than  1,000  to  1,200 
children,  to  be  arranged  in  three  depart- 
ments, and  that  no  single  department 
should  accommodate  more  than  400 
children.  Sanction  has  been  given  for 
special  reasons  during  the  last  twelve 
months  to  some  eighteen  schools  where 
these  numbers  were  to  any  large  extent 
exceeded 

Sanitary  Condition  of  Post  Office  at 
10  Oxford  Street. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny)  : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether 
his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  postal  telegraph 
office  at  10  Oxford  Street,  W. ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  water  has  oozed 
through  the  ceilings  to  the  discomfort  of 
the  staff  and  the  public  who  transact 
business  at  the  counter ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  state  when  the  lease  of 
the  premises  will  expire. 

(Answered  bit  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
The  sanitary  condition  of  the  branch 
post    office  at    1°   Oxford    StTeet    ia 
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generally  satisfactory,  though  the  ac- 
commodation is  admittedly  small.  The 
leakage  referred  to  was  caused  by  injury 
to  a  water  pipe,  which  was  repaired  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  lease  of  the 
premises  expired  at  Christmas  last, 
and  the  occupation  is  being  continued 
temporarily  pending  the  completion  of 
arrangements  for  a  removal  to  No.  70. 

Auxiliary  Postmen— Increased  Wages 
,    and  Retiring  Allowance. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork  Co.,  E.) : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether 
he  will  favourably  consider  the  claim  of 
auxiliary  postmen  to  an  increase  of 
wages  and  to  retiring  allowance  when 
unfit  for  further  duties  owing  to  old 
age  or  ill-health. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
The  pay  of  auxiliary  postmen  is  fixed 
according  to  the  wages  current  in  the 
district,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  alter 
this  practice.  Auxiliary  postmen  are 
employed  for  a  portion  of  their  time 
only,  and  are  consequently  not  eligible 
for  pension  or  gratuity  under  the  Super- 
annuation Acts. 

New  Post  Office  at  Belturbet. 
Mr.  M'GOVERN'(Cavan,  W.) :  To 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  what  steps 
have  been  taken  to  provide  a  new  post 
office  for  Belturbet;  are  the  plans  ready; 
where  can  a  copy  of  them  be  seen  ;  and 
when  will  building  operations  commence. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
The  acquisition  of  a  site,  in  the 
Diamond,  for  a  new  post  office  at  Bel- 
turbet has  been  arranged,  but  its  com- 
pletion has  been  delayed  by  the  death 
of  the  vendor.  It  is  honed,  however, 
that  the  matter  will  be  completed 
shortly.  Plans  for  the  new  building 
have  been  approved,  and  it  is  proposed 
to  begin  building  during  the  current 
financial  year. 

Telegraphists'  Maximum  Salary. 

Mb.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether  he  is  aware  that  entrants  into 
the  telegraphic  service  in  Edinburgh, 
Dublin,  and  London  for  a  number  of 
years  were  promised  by  the  Civil  Service 


Commissioners  that  ordinary  telegra- 
phists should  have  a  prospect  of  rising 
to  £190  per  annum ;  and  whether, 
seeing  that  in  consequence  of  the  exist- 
ence of  classification  between  the  general 
body  and  the  £190  class  the  majority  of 
telegraphists  cannot  hope  to  reach  this 
salary,  he  will  state  what  steps  he  is 
prepared  to  take  in  order  that  the 
present  telegraphists  may  not  be  worse 
off  than  their  predecessors. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
As  regards  London,  I  beg  to  refer  the 
hon.  Member  to  the  answer  which  I 
gave  on  this  subject  on  the  25th  ultimo.! 
I  have  no  intention  of  reconsidering  the 
matter.  As  regards  Dublin  and  Edin- 
burgh, I  am  not  aware  that  a  prospect 
of  rising  to  £190  was  ever  promised  by 
the  Civil  Service  Commissioners  to  any 
candidates  for  appointment  at  these 
places. 

Uniform  for  Postman  J.  Black. 
Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR:  To  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  whether  he  is 
aware  that  J.  Black,  postman  at  Bo'ness, 
North  Britain,  has  been  unable,  despite 
repeated  official  applications,  to  get  any 
uniform  supplied  to  him  since  his  return 
from  the  war  in  August  last;  and 
whether  any  compensation  will  be  granted 
to  this  postman  for  the  use  of  his  private 
clothing. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
I  have  no  information  upon  this  subject, 
but  I  will  make  inquiry. 

Pauper  Funerals— Payment  for  Extra 
Charges. 

Mr.  SOARES  (Devonshire,  Barn- 
staple): To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  overseers  of  Hartland,  in 
North  Devon,  in  conformity  with  in- 
structions received  from  the  clerk  of  the 
Bideford  Board  of  Guardians,  interred  a 
dead  body  which  had  been  washed 
ashore  at  Melford  beach ;  that  in  such 
cases  the  contractor  for  pauper  funerals 
is  unable  to  do  the  work  at  the  ordinary 
cost  and  is  obliged  to  charge  an  extra 
guinea;  and  whether,  seeing  that  the 
Bideford  Board  of   Guardians   have  no 
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(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyniham.)  The  j 
matter  referred  to  in  this  Question  will 
be  considered  by  the  Intermediate 
Education  Board  when  it  has  before  it 
the  Returns  to  be  made  by  the  examiners 
of  the  examinations  recently  concluded. 
The  Returns  will  be  submitted  to  the 
Board  on  or  about  1st  September. 

Tent  Bottoms  for  Officers. 

Sir  GEORGE  BARTLEY  (Islington, 
tf.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether,  when  tent  bottoms  are 
i8gu ed  to  non-commissioned  officers  and 
men  sleeping  out  in  tents,  officers  can 
only  obtain  them  on  medical  certificate, 
and  then  have  to  pay  for  their  hire. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
Under  arrangements  now  under  trial, 
officers  can  obtain  tent  bottoms  whan 
the  issue  is  made  to  non-commissioned 
officers  and  men  under  canvas  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  medical 
authorities.  Officers,  however,  pay  out  of 
their  field  allowance,  which  is  meant  to 
cover  such  items  as  this,  a  charge  of 
sixpence  a  day  up  to  a  maximum  of  ten 
shillings  for  the  use  of  the  tent  bottoms. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


Case  of  J.  C  Vantyen. 

Mr.  SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, S): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  J.  C.  Vantyen,  a  Boer 
officer,  who  when  prisoner  of  war  at 
Trichinopoly  was  sentenced  by  an 
English  commander  to  fourteen  months 
imprisonment  with  hard  labour,  is  still 
in  gaol ;  and  what  was  the  offence  for 
which  this  penalty  was  inflicted. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  WAR  OFFICE  (Lord  Stanley, 
Lancashire,  Westhoughton) :  This  man 
was  sentenced  on  3rd  April,  1902,  to 
imprisonment  with  hard  labour  for 
fifteen  months  for  complicity  in  a  dis- 
turbance among  the  prisoners  of  war  in 
camp.  He  was  released  in  November 
last 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL:  I  hope  he 
was  not  guilty  of  "ragging." 


Transvaal— Deportation  of  British  Un- 
desirables. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  (Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  Lord 
Milner  has  still  the  absolute  power  to 
turn  any  British  subject  out  of  the  Trans- 
vaal after  giving  him  three  days  notice  to 
3uit  the  country ;  whether  the  subject  is 
enied  all  right  of  appeal  to  the  High 
Courts  now  sitting ;  and  whether,  if  the 
subject  refuses  to  leave  the  Transvaal,  he 
is  put  into  prison  and  forthwith  deported 
over  the  border ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  in- 
form Lord  Milner  that  these  exceptional 
powers  must  not  be  any  longer  employed 
by  him,  and  that  for  the  future  all 
British  subjects  must  have  free  access 
to  the  Courts  of  the  country. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, Birmingham,  W.) :  The  hon. 
Member's  Question  does  not  accurately 
represent  the  provisions  of  the  Peace 
Preservation  Ordinances  to  which  he 
appears  to  refer.  The  powers  given 
under  these  Ordinances  to  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  were  very  carefully  considered, 
and  I  do  not  propose  to  take  the  action 
suggested. 

Mr.  MARKHAM :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  in  what  particulars 
the  Question  is  wrong  ? 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  Yes; 
in  the  first  place,  it  is  not  Lord  Milner 
to  whom  power  is  given,  but  the 
Lieutenant-Governor,  and  I  am  not 
aware  that  anyone  has  been  denied  the 
right  of  appeal  to  the  High  Court. 
As  the  law  allows  discretion  to  the 
Lieutenant-Governor,  there  does  not 
seem  any  use  for  an  appeal  in  such  cases. 
If  the  subject  refuses  to  leave  the 
Transvaal  he  is  not  deported  ;  he  is 
imprisoned  until  he  consents  to  go. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  :  Is  it  not  the  fact 
that  British  subjects  have  already  been 
deported  over  the  border  after  having 
been  imprisoned  against  their  wish  ? 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  .   1  am  not 
aware  of  it. 
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Transvaal  Municipal  Election  Ordinance. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  by  the  last  South  African  mail 
he  received  any  report  from  Lord  Milner 
dealing  with  the  Municipal  Election 
Ordinance ;  and  whether,  seeing  that  by 
the  terms  of  this  ordinance  only  white 
British  subjects  are  entitled  to  exercise 
the  franchise,  he  will  say  whether,  in  view 
of  the  municipal  scheme  he  urged  on  the 
late  Transvaal  Government  for  adoption 
by  that  Government,  he  will  now  advise 
His  Majesty  to  disallow  this  Ordinance, 
which  excludes  the  subjects  of  all 
countries,  other  than  British,  from 
administrating  their  own  property. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The  answer 
to  the  first  part  of  the  Question  is  in  the 
negative.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  what 
advice  will  be  tendered  to  His  Majesty 
in  respect  of  an  Ordinance  which  has  not  I 
yet  been  received. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  :  I  put  this  Question 
down  three  weeks  ago,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  then  said  he  had  not  heard 
from  Lord  Milner.  Seeing  that  this 
measure  was  adopted  by  the  Legislative 
Council  three  weeks  ago,  does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  still  say  he  has  not  yet 
received  any  report  on  it  1 


International  Sea  Post  Offices. 


Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  Not  the 
report  for  which  the  hon.  Member  asks. 

Australian  Commonwealth  and 
Foreign  Governments. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  the  South 
Australian  Government  have  agreed  to 
the  view  stated  in  his  recent  despatch 
that  on  matters  relating  to  Foreign 
Governments,  His  Majesty  s  Government 
should  deal  with  the  Government  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and  not  with  the  State 
Governments. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  have  not 
received  any  further  communication  from 
the  Government  of  South  Australia  on 
this  subject. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  will 
repeat  the  Question  this  day  week. 


Mr.  ALFRED  DAVIES  (Carmarthen, 
Boroughs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  if  he  is  aware  that  the  Post- 
master-General of  the  United  States 
refers  in  his  last  annual  report  to  the 
benefits  of  international  sea  post  offices 
and  the  desirability  of  securing  the 
co-operation  of  Great  Britain  in  extend- 
ing the  service  to  steamers  under  its 
contract;  and  also  will  he  reconsider 
whether  space  and  expense  need  be 
barriers  to  the  establishment  of  sea  post 
I  offices  on  the  Cunard  steamers,  in  view 
of  the  provision  made  on  the  "  Deutsch- 
land "  for  this  purpose,  and  the  price 
charged. 

The  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Worcestershire, 
E.) :  The  question  of  the  establishment 
of  sea  post  offices  on  the  British  Packets 
which  convey  mails  to  and  from  the 
I  United  States  is  now  under  considera- 
tion. 

British  Cemetery  at  Corfu. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  (Suffolk,  Eye) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  remains  of  several < 
hundred  British  soldiers  and  sailors  are 
interred  in  Corfu,  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will  lay"  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House  the  text  of  the  agreement  made 
with  the  Hellenic  Government  relating 
to  the  transfer  of  the  bodies  and  monu- 
ments to  the  new  cemetery  in  Corfu. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  ofST ATE 
for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Lord  Cran- 
borne,  Rochester) :  No  answer  has  yet 
been  received  from  the  Corfu  Municipality 
to  the  proposed  conditions  explained  in  my 
reply  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Wakefield 
on  the  17th  June.t  When  finally  con- 
cluded the  agreement  for  the  transfer 
will  be  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the  House. 

Crete. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will  now  communicate  to  the 
House  the  reports  of  His  Royal  Highness 
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the  High  Commusioner  of  Crete  upon 
the  administrative,  judicial,  and  fiscal 
departments  of  the  Government  of  Crete 
for  the  yean  1899,  1900,  1901,  and 
1902. 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  The  answer  is 
in  the  negative.  But  there  are  no 
reports  which  can  be  properly  so 
described. 

Brussels  Sugar  Convention. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis)  : 
.1  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  in  view  of  the  inconvenience 
to  sugar  importers  arising  from  the 
absence  of  information  as  to  the  action 
that  will  be  taken  by  His  Majesty's 
Government  under  the  Brussels  Sugar 
Convention  on  and  after  1st  September 
next,  will  he  now  state  what  duties  will 
be  levied  in  the  United  Kingdom  on 
sugars  and  sugared  products  from 
•countries  signatories  of  the  Convention, 
■and  on  sugars  and  sugared  products  from 
other  countries;  and  whether  the  im- 
portation of  sugars  and  sugared  products 
into  the  United  Kingdom  will  be  wholly 
prohibited  from  countries  found  by  the 
Brussels  Commission  to  be  giving  direct 
or  indirect  bounties  Will  the  importa- 
tion of  sugar  or  sugared  products  from 
Russia  and  Austro  -  Hungary  be  pro- 
hibited, or  from  either  of  them  ;  and 
will  such  importation  from  any  other 
•countries,  and,  if  so,  what  countries,  be 
prohibited  ?  What  is  the  nature  of  the 
proofs  of  origin  or  the  form  of  the  certi- 
ficates of  origin  of  sugars  or  sugared 
products  that  will  be  required  to  be 
produced  %  Will  sugars  and  sugared 
products  imported  into  the  United 
Kingdom  before  1st  September  next 
from  countries  whence  that  importation 
is  prohibited  after  that  date  be  allowed 
to  be  taken  out  ot  bond  on  payment  of 
the  duties  now  in  force,  or  will  they  be 
otherwise  treated ;  and,  if  so,  how  1 

♦The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
The  Bill  now  before  Parliament  does  not 
provide  for  the  alteration  of  the  duties 
on  sugar  and  sugared  products  imported 
i  nto  this  country,  but  for  the  prohibition 
of  the  importation  of  sugar  from  foreign 
-countries  which   give     bounties.       The 


form  of  the  necessary  certificates  of 
origin  is  under  consideration.  Sugars 
and  sugared  products  imported  into  the 
United  Kingdom  before  1st  September 
next  will  be  allowed  to  be  taken  out  of 
bond  on  payment  of  the  duties  now  in 
force. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  Am  I  to 
understand  that  the  importation  of 
sugar  and  sugared  products  into  the 
United  Kingdom  will  be  prohibited  from 
countries  found  by  the  Brussels  Com- 
mission to  be  giving  bounties  ? 

♦Mb.  RITCHIE:  1  cannot  tell  in  what 
form  the  Bill  may  go  through  the  House, 
but  under  the  Bill,  in  the  form  in  which 
it  now  is,  prohibition  is  the  only 
remedy. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the  German 
Government  has  given  to  German 
traders  in  sugar  full  information  as  to 
what  it  will  do  after  September  1 1  Our 
traders  have  no  such  information. 

♦Mb.  RITCHIE:  Surely  my  hon. 
friend  is  hardly  correct  in  making  that 
statement.  The  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  that  of  the  Bill  that  has  been 
presented  to  Parliament.  The  method 
they  propose  to  adopt  is  not  that  of 
putting  on  countervailing  duties,  but  of 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  sugar 
coming  from  countries  paying  bounties. 

Mb.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.) :  Is  there 
not  a  clause  in  the  Bill  which  enables 
duties  to  be  imposed  by  Order  in  Council 
in  lieu  of  prohibition  1 

♦Mb.  RITCHIE:  Not  without  the  con- 
sent of  Parliament. 

Mb.  LOUGH  :  That  would  be  assumed. 

♦Mr.  RITCHIE:  Surely  the  hon. 
Gentleman  knows  that  any  Act  which 
passes  through  Parliament  is  subject  to 
be  dealt  with  differently  by  any  other 
Act  of  Parliament.  So  far  as  this  Bill 
now  before  Parliament  is  concerned, 
there  is  no  course  which  the  Government 
can  adopt  except  P^^ition. 
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Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  undertake  that  at 
•ome  early  period  the  trade  shall  be  in- 
formed what  course,  in  pursuance  of  the 
Bill  or  otherwise,  will  be  taken — before 
September  1 1 

♦Mb.  RITCHIE :  Of  course,  the  BUI 
empowering  the  Government  to  take 
steps  must  pass  into  an  Act  before 
Parliament  rises,  and  therefore  before 
September.  But  I  repeat  that  so  far 
as  the  policy  of  the  Government  is  con- 
cerned full  information  is  given  as  to 
our  proposals — viz.,  prohibition  in  the 
case  of  sugar  coming  from  bounty- 
giving  countries. 

Sugar  Refineries  in  Bond. 

Mr.  LOUGH:  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  how  many 
<rf  the  sixteen  factories  which  are  to  be 
placed  in  bond  under  the  Sugar  Con- 
vention Bill  are  refineries,  how  many  are 
factories  for  the  extraction  of  sugar  from 
molasses,  and  how  many  are  factories  for 
brewers'  sugar. 

*Mr.  RITCHIE:  I  cannot  at  present 
add  anything  to  the  answer  which  I  gave 
to  the  hon.  Member  on  the  2nd  instant,! 
as  one  or  two  cases  are  still  under  con- 
sideration. 

Sale  of  Domestic  Medicines. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  his  attention  has 
T>een  called  to  a  recent  decision  of  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice  in  the  High  Court 
which  has  caused  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  to  withdraw,  as  from  the  30th 
September  next,  the  concession  hitherto 
.granted  to  chemists  in  connection  with 
the  sale  of  common  domestic  medicines 
under  the  Medicine  Stamp  Acts;  and 
whether,  in  the  interest  not  only  of  the 
poorer  classes,  but  also  of  the  public 
safety,  he  will  allow  the  concession  to 
continue  until  some  Amendment  of  the 
law  can  be  made. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
tub  TREASURY  (Mr.  Elliot,  Durham) : 
I  would  ask  the  hon.  Member  to  refer 
to  my  answer  to  a  similar  Question 
addressed  to  me  yesterday  by  the  hon. 


t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxxiv.,  1187. 


Member  for  Dundee,  and  circulated  to-day 
with  the  votes,  page  1307.t 

Lochgelly  (Fifeshire)— Outbreak  of 
Typhoid. 

Mr.  JOHN  HOPE  (Fife,  W. ):  I 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  if  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  an  outbreak 
of  typhoid  fever  near  Lochgelly,  Fife- 
shire, in  houses  recently  built  by  the 
Fife  Coal  Company,  Limited,  for  their 
workmen;  and  if  he  will  institute  an 
inquiry  into  all  the  circumstances,  in 
view  of  the  loss  of  life  which  has  taken 
place. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  tor 
thb  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Akbrs  Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's): 
This  is  not  a  matter  in  which  I  have 
jurisdiction  to  institute  an  inquiry,  inas- 
much as  it  affects  public  health  and  not 
the  regulation  of  mines.  I  am  informed, 
however,  by  His  Majesty's  Inspector  of 
Mines  for  the  East  Scotland  District,  that 
active  measures  have  been  taken  to  pre- 
vent any  further  spread  of  the  infection. 
Pure  water  is  being  taken  in  carts  to  the 
locality,  persons  attacked  are  at  oncj 
removed  to  hospital,  and  disinfection  is 
vigorously  carried  out.  The  local  autho- 
rity is  also  stated  to  be  considering 
the  question  of  a  new  scheme  of  water 
supply.  Only  one  fresh  case  has  been 
notified  since  Saturday,  so  that  it  is  hoped 
that  the  measures  taken  have  been  suc- 
cessful in  checking  the  outbreak. 

Education  Bates. 

Mr.  LEVY  (Leicestershire,  Lough- 
boro) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  if  he  will  state 
under  what  Act  or  provisions  County 
and  Borough  Councils  are  levying  rates 
for  educational  purposes  provided  for  by 
the  Act  of  1902  prior  to  that  Act  becom- 
ing operative  in  the  districts  over  which 
they  have  jurisdiction. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 
Long,  Bristol,  S.) :  I  am  advised  that  the 
power  is  given  by  Section  37  of  the  Inter- 
pretation Act,  1889.  That  section  pro- 
vides that  where  an  Act  passed  after  1st 
January,  1890,  which  is  not  to  come  into 
operation    immediately  on    its    passing, 
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confers  power  to  do  anything  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Act,  that  power  may, 
unless  the  contrary  intention  appears,  be 
exercised  at  any  time  after  the  passing  of 
the  Act,  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  or* 
expedient  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the 
Act  into  operation  at  the  date  of  its 
commencement.  I  may  add  that  it  would 
appear  from  a  newspaper  report  which  I 
have  seen  that  the  point  is  to  come 
before  the  High  Court  for  decision. 

Mr.  LEVY :  May  I  ask  whether  it  is 
necessary  to  raise  the  rate  to  bring  the 
Act  into  operation  ] 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  Obviously,  I 
cannot  answer  that  Question.  Each 
case  depends  on  its  particular  merits.  I 
cannot  answer  Questions  of  that  kind 
unless  I  have  all  the  facts  before  me. 

Mr.  LEVY  :  Can  they  do  it  by  meana 
of  a  loan  ? 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  :  I  cannot  pos- 
sibly say  that  without  a  knowledge  of 
the  facts.  Loans  can  be  obtained  for 
special  administrative  purposes,  but  for 
the  general  operation  of  tne  Act  there 
must  obviously  be  a  rate. 

Fiscal  Inquiry  and  British  Shipping. 

Mr.  CHARLES  M'ARTHUR  (Liver- 
pool Exchange) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether,  in 
view  of  the  importance  of  ascertaining 
the  extent  and  value  of  the  shipping 
trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  its 
bearing  upon  questions  of  fiscal  reform 
now  under  consideration,  and  having 
regard  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  statistics 
now  available,  he  will  endeavour  to  ob- 
tain further  information  as  to  the  aggre- 
gate tonnage  of,  and  the  value  of  the 
trade  carried  on  by,  British  ships  trading 
between  foreign  countries. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY to  the  BOARD  of  TRADE  (Mr. 
Bonar  Law,  Glasgow,  Blackfriars) :  I 
am  aware  of  the  importance  of  this 
matter,  and  the  Board  of  Trade  have 
endeavoured  for  some  years  to  collect 
information  on  the  subject,  but  with 
only  partial  success.  I  fear  that  the 
difficulties  are  almost  insuperable,  but 
the  Board  of  Trade  are  considering 
whether  anything  further  Can  be  done. 


Island  of  Lewis— Housing  Loans. 
Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  if  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  will  consider 
the  expediency  of  granting  loans  to 
crofters  and  others  in  the  Island  of 
Lewis  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  new 
houses,  in  cases  in  which  the  present 
structures  have  been  condemned  by  local 
authorities-  as  insanitary  and  fever- 
stricken  dwellings. 

The  SOLICITOR-GENERAL  (Mr. 
Scott  Dickson,  Glasgow,  Bridgton) : 
Under  the  existing  law  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  has  no  power  to  grant 
loans  to  crofters  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  new  houses  on  their  crofts.  A 
Bill  to  amend  the  Act  in  this  as  well  as 
in  other  respects  is  now  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  WEIR:  Will  you  get  the  Bill 
pushed  through,  and  not  allow  it  to 
be  blocked  day  after  day  ? 


Mr.    SCOTT    DICKSON 
anxious  to  see  it  passed. 


We     are 


Scottish  County  Council  Clerks  as  Parlia- 
mentary Agents. 
Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate 
whether  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
is  aware  that  in  Peebles-shire  and 
elsewhere  it  has  been  the  custom 
for  clerks  to  the  County  Councils  to  act 
as  election  agents  to  Parliamentary  can- 
didates ;  and  whether,  seeing  that  this 
practice  is  not  permitted  in  England, 
and  that  the  officials  in  question  are 
salaried  out  of  the  rates,  he  will  consider 
the  advisability  of  addressing  a  com- 
munication to  the  County  Councils  with 
a  view  to  these  officials  being  placed  on 
the  same  footing  as  other  public  servants. 

MR.  SCOTT  DICKSON:  The  Secretary 
for  Scotland  has  no  official  information 
in  regard  to  the  custom  referred  to  by 
the  hon.  Member.  The  County  Councils 
are  responsible  for  their  clerks,  whose 
salaries  are  paid  out  of  the  County  rates, 
and  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  cannot 
undertake  to  make  any  representation 
in  the  sense  suggested. 

Mr.  PIRIE:  Will  the  Lord  Advocate 
Squire  into    tbi*  particular  case,  and 
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inform  himself  as  to  the  accuracy  of  the 
Question  t 

Mr.  SCOTT  DIOKSON:  Assuming 
its  accuracy  the  Government  have  no 
power  to  intervene. 

Mb.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland)  Will  you  consider  the 
desirability  of  such  appointments  1 
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Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  That 
does  not  arise  out  of  the  Question. 

Mr.  PIRIE;  Is  it  not  the  case  that 
the  House  always  objects 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order  I 

Mr.  PIRIE :  I  will  put  another  Ques- 
tion down. 

Castletown  Berehaven  Fishing  Industry. 

Mr.  OILHOOLY  (Cork -Co.,  W.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  loss  sus- 
tained by  the  fishermen  of  Castletown 
Berehaven  through  want  of  facilities  for 
curing  herrings,  and  also  by  the  absence 
of  markets ;  and  whether  he  will  take 
step*  to  have  curing  stations  established 
in  the  Castletown  Berehaven  district. 
and  markets  for  the  sale  of  herrings  and 
other  fish  provided  for  the  fishermen. 

Thb  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) :  Repre- 
sentations have  been  made  on  these 
matters  by  the  Castletown  Guardians, 
and  will  be  considered  by  the  Congested 
Districts  Board. 

Kerry  Potato  Growing  Industry. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireknd  whether  he  will  state  what 
has  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
done  in  the  way  of  encouraging 
early  potato  growing  in  County  Kerry ; 
whether  any  effort  has  been  made  to 
find  a  suitable  market;  and  what  has 
been  done  to  assist  farmers  in  spraying 
their  potatoes. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  Board  supplied 
several  tons  of  seed  potatoes  at  reduced 
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rates  to  a  number  of  occupiers,  and 
artificial  manures  free  of  cost.  The 
Oreat  Southern  and  Western  Railway 
Company  carried  tho  produce  at  low 
rates,  and  the  cultivators  were  placed  in 
touch  with  markets  in  Dublin  and 
Liverpool.  Demonstrations  were  given 
in  the  spraying  of  potatoes,  and  the 
Board  offered  to  supply  spraying 
machines  at  reduced  terms. 


Gun  Licences  in  County  Galway. 
Ma.  DUFFY  (Galway,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  Mr.  Edward  Treston,  of  Gort, 
County  Galway,  applied  for  a  gun 
licence  on  the  11th  June  before  Mr. 
Newton  Brady,  R.M. ;  and,  if  so, 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Treston  has  purchased  his  farm  and  that 
he  is  summoned  yearly  as  a  juror,  alike 
at  Gort,  Loughrea,  and  Galway,  and  in 
view  of  his  position  and  character,  he 
will  explain  why  Mr.  Treston  was 
refused  a  licence. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  question  of 
the  issue  of  a  licence  to  keep  fire-arms 
is  one  for  the  consideration  of  the 
resident  magistrate,  &s  licensing 
officer  of  the  district.  The  application 
of  Mr.  Treston  has  been  referred  to  the 
resident  magistrate  for  further  con- 
sideration 

Doning  (Galway)  Continuation  Evening 
School. 

Ma.  DUFFY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Ohief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether,  seeing  that  the 
Doning,  County  Galway,  Continuation 
Evening  School  was  examined  on  the 
24th  March,  and  that  the  inspector  who 
examined  certified  as  to  the  proficiency 
of  the  pupils,  and  recommended  the 
maximum  fees  per  head  for  all  the 
pupils  examined,  he  will  explain  why  the 
fees  have  not  since  been  paid. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  There  was  some 
delay,  but  I  fear  it  was  unavoidable.  The 
fees  were  paid  on  Tuesday  last. 

Dalkey  Revision  Court. 

Mr.  LUNDON  (Limerick,  E.) :  On 
behalf  of  the  lion.  Member  for  the  St. 
Patrick  Division  of  Dublin,  I  beg  to-ask 
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the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  can 
arrange  to  have  the  revision  Court  for 
Dalkey  polling  district  held  in  Dalkey, 
in  view  of  the  inconvenience  arising 
from  those  interested  being  obliged  to 
go  to  Kingston. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  This  matter  was 
carefully  investigated  t*o  years  ago, 
but  it  was  not  then  considered  desirable 
to  make  the  suggested  change.  The 
Lord  Lieutenant  will  be  happy  to  con- 
sider any  fresh  representations  addressed 
to  him  on  the  subject  by  persons  locally 
interested. 

Fiscal  Inquiry  and  Highland  Deer 
Forests. 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  seeing  that  an  in- 
creased area  of  land  is  annually  absorbed 
for  the  enlargement  of  deer  forests  in 
the  Highland  crofting  counties,  and 
that  a  Royal  Commission  has  reported 
that  much  of  the  land  used  as  deer 
forests  might  be  used  for  increasing  the 
food  supply  of  the  nation,  will  he,  in 
view  of  a  possible  change  in  the  fiscal 
policy  of  the  country,  consider  the 
expediency  of  introducing  legislation 
such  as  will  tend  to  check  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  deer  forest  area. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  of  the  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.):  I  cannot 
accept  the  premises  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man, and  am  therefore  not  called  upon 
to  agree  with  him  in  his  conclusions. 
In  any  case  I  fail  to  see  any  connection 
between  deer  forests  and  the  fiscal 
inquiry. 

Mr.  WEIR:  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  deny  the  accuracy  of  the 
report  which  I  have  quoted  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  cannot  add 
anything  to  my  answer. 

Royal  Visit  to  Ireland. 
Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether,  in  view  of  His 
Majesty's  approaching  visit  to  Ireland,  he 
will  introduce  a  Bill  to  repeal  The 
Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  (Ireland) 
Act,  1887. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  No.  I  have 
no  statement  of  policy  to  make  on  this 
subject. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR:  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  send  a  copy  of  that 
answer  to  the  Dublin  Corporation  before 
they  decide  on  the  question  of  presenting 
an  Address  to  the  King  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  They  will  see 
it  in  the  newspapers. 

Irish  Post  Offices— Exhibition  of  Emigra.- 
tion  Notices. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether  the  postmasters  in  Ireland  are 
asked  to  exhibit  in  a  prominent  place 
cards  inviting  Irishmen  to  emigrate  to 
Canada;  if  so,  will  he  state  when  this 
practice  was  initiated ;  and  whether,  con- 
sidering the  national' desire  which  exists 
in  Ireland  to  do  everything  to  check 
emigration,  steps  will  be  taken  to  have 
those  cards  taken  down  from  Irish  post 
offices. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I 
can  add  nothing  to  the  information  I 
gave  in  reply  to  the  hon.  Member's 
similar  Question  on  Monday  last.t 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL :  I  am 
afraid  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  not 
fully  understood  my  Question.  It  is — 
Will  he  take  down  these  cards  in  the 
Irish  post  offices  only  ? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
That  is  the  Question  I  answered  last 
Monday.  I  said  that  they  were  exhibited 
in  all  offices  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  had  been  so  since  1848.  I 
saw  no  reason  to  change  the  practice. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL:  But 
have  cards  asking  Irishmen  to  emigrate 
been  exhibited  since  1848  I  I  am  told 
not. 

Mr.  LOUGH  :  Considering  the  excep- 
tional circumstances  of  Ireland  with  regard 
to  the  loss  of  population,  could  not  an  ex- 
ception be  made  in  the  case  of  that 
country  ? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
Since  1848  it  has  been  the  practice  infall 
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offices  throughout  the  United  Kingdom 
to  exhibit  papers  giving  information 
likely  to  be  of  use  to  people  wishing  to 
emigrate.  That  has  been  done  in 
regard  to  Canada  since  1869.  The 
Post  Office  does  not  advise  people  to 
emigrate,  and  I  do  not  see  why  it  should 
withhold  information  of  this  kind  from 
those  to  whom  it  may  be  of  use. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL:  And 
since  1848,  4,000,000  of  the  Irish  people 
have  emigrated 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order!  order.  The 
Question  on  the  Paper  has  been  fully 
answered. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL:  But 
not  satisfactorily. 
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Scottish  Estimates. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  he  will  state 
when  the  Scottish  Estimates  will  be 
taken. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Scottish 
Estimates  are  down  for  this  evening.  If 
they  are  not  reached  I  am  afraid  I  can- 
not promise  any  particular  day  for  their 
discussion. 

Mr.  WEIR :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man aware  that  the  last  time  they  were 
down  they  only  came  on  eight  minutes 
before  midnight? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  They  have 
also  had  a  whole  day. 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  shall  repeat  my  Ques- 
tion next  week. 


British  Shipping  and  Foreign  Protective 
Systems. 

Mb.  CHARLES  M'  ARTHUR:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  in  the  fiscal,  inquiry  now  pro- 
ceeding, the  attention  of  the  Cabinet  will 
be  specially  directed  to  the  importance 
of  maintaining  the  position  occupied  by 
British  shipping  in  the  carrying  trade  of 
the  world,  and  to  the  expediency  of 
considering  whether  the  effect  of  foreign 
protective  systems  upon  particular 
branches  of  this  industry  can  be  obviated 


without  detriment  to  the  general  carry- 
ing trade  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR;  I  do  not 
think  it  is  expedient  to  answer  in  ah 
inclusive  or  in  an  exclusive  sense 
Questions  as  to  the  fiscal  inquiry ;  but 
my  hon.  friend  may  rest  assured  I  fully 
recognise  the  enormous  importance  of 
this  industry  from  the  point  of  view  of 
International  commeroe. 

Continental  Powers  and  the  Sugar 
Convention. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  a 
Question  of  which  I  have  given  him 
private  notice — viz.,  are  His  Majesty's 
Government  aware  that  a  Conference  of 
the  representatives  of  the  sugar  in- 
dustries of  Russia,  Austria  -  Hungary, 
France,  Belgium,  and  Holland,  meeting 
at  Brussels  on  8th  July,  adopted  re- 
solutions, and  made  a  Convention, 
limiting  the  export  of  sugar  to  Great 
Britain  to  the  average  amount  exported 
in  late  years,  and  assigning  an  allotted 
portion  thereof  to  each  of  the  countries 
named,  and  that  this  was  done  with  the 
avowed  purpose  of  maintaining  the 
price  of  sugar  in  Europe,*  and  raising 
it  in  the  British  market;  have  His 
Majesty '8  Government  considered  the 
effect  of  this  Cartel  arrangement  upon 
the  system  to  be  introduced  by  the 
Brussels  Sugar  Convention,  and  es- 
pecially on  "the  equalisation  of  the 
conditions  of  competition  between  beet 
and  cane  sugar  from  various  countries, 
and  the  promotion  of  the  consumption 
of  sugar,"  which  that  Convention 
declares  to  be  its  purpose;  and  what 
steps  do  they  propose  to  take  in  order 
to  deal  with  the  new  situation  thus 
created. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUE :  We  have  no 
information  on  this  subject.  No  doubt 
we  shall  receive  it  shortly.  Of  course, 
I  can  promise  that  we  shall  receive 
information  of  what  the  Brussels  Con- 
ference has  done,  but  I  cannot  say  that 
we  shall  have  official  information  as  to 
what  I  understand  is  a  secret  arrange- 
ment between  business  houses. 

Mr§  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  Will  the 
right    hon.   Gentleman    inquire  of  our 
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representatives  at  Brussels  as  to  this 
arrangement,  and  whether  it  is  entered 
into  by  various  countries,  some  of  whom 
are  not  signatories  to  the  Brussels  Con- 
vention 1    I  understand  it  is  not  secret. 

Mr.  LOUGH:  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  should  find  that  this  very 
serious  and  secret  arrangement  has 
been  entered  into,  what  effect  will  it 
have  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to  the  Brussels  Sugar 
Convention  Bill  1 

MH  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  altogether 
object  to  hypothetical  Questions  of  the 
kind  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  asked; 
but  I  may  say  that,  while  I  am  anxious 
to  obtain  information,  I  cannot  say  that 
any  information  we  are  likely  to  obtain 
will  alter  the  policy  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  on  this  subject. 

The  Irish  Land  Bill. 
Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  ( Waterf ord) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
if  he  can  make  any  statement  in  reference 
to  the  Report  stage  of  the  Irish  Land 
Bill 

Mr.  A.  J.' BALFOUR:  I  do  not  like 
to  give  an  absolute  promise,  and  I  hope 
the  hon.  Gentleman  will  not  take  this 
as  conveying  such  a  promise,  but  I  shall 
endeavour  to  bring  on  the  Report  stage 
of  the  Bill  on  Friday  next.  This,  of 
course,  must  depend  on  the  progress  of 
the  business  of  the  week. 

Secretary  of  State  for  War's  Salary. 

Mr.  PIRIE :  May  I  ask  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  intends  to  put  down  the 
Vote  for  the  salary  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  next  week  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  hope  to  put 
it  down  for  this  day  week,  but  perhaps 
the  hon.  Member  will  repeat  his  Question 
on  Monday,  when  I  may  be  able  to  make 
a  definite  statement. 

New  Procedure  Rules. 
Dr.  FARQUH ARSON  (Aberdeenshire, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  he  intends  to  afford 
any  opportunity  for  debating  those  of 
the  new  Procedure  Rules  which  have  not 
yet  been  submitted  to  the  judgment  of 


the  House,  or  of  taking  the  opinion  of 
hon.  Members  on  the  general  efficiency 
of  their  working ;  and,  if  he  cannot  find 
time  for  this,  whether  he  will  grant  the 
Committee  of  Inquiryoriginally  suggested 
by  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  should  be 
glad  to  find  an  opportunity  for  discus- 
sing the  rules  that  remain  undisposed  of, 
but  I;do  not  think  now,  any  more  than  I 
have  thought  before,  that  anytime  would 
be  gained,  or  any  valuable  information 
collected,  by  referring  them  to  the  con- 
sideration of  a  Select  Committee. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON:  How  doea 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  intend  to 
obtain  the  opinion  of  Members  he  desires 
to  obtain,  except  by  some  such  machinery 
as  the  Question  suggests. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Whatever  may 
be  the  value  of  the  opinion  of  Select 
Committees — and  I  allow  it  may  be  great 
— that  opinion  never  can  be  taken  as  con- 
clusive of  the  opinion  of  the  House ;  it 
is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee* 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON:  But  surely 
evidence  could  be  taken  before  the  Com- 
mittee from  the  Speaker,  from  officials, 
and  from  experienced  and  representative 
Members,  and  so  the  collective  opinion 
could  be  gatnered. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  That  was  not 
the  Question  the  hon.  Member  asked  me ; 
he  asked  me  as  to  the  opinion  of  the 
House;  and  now  he  asks  as  to  the 
opinion  of  the  Clerks  at  the  Table  and 
others.  I  am  still  of  opinion  that 
nothing  would  be  gained  by  having  the 
matter  discussed  by  a  Select  Committee. 

SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 
Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Com- 
i  mittee  of  Selection  :  That  they  had  dis- 
I  charged  the  following  Members  from  the 
i  Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (including 
I  Agriculture  and  Fishing),  Shipping  and 
j  Manufactures  :— Mr.  Cameron  Corbett, 
I  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  and  Mr.  William 
|  M'Killop ;  and  had  appointed  in  substitu- 
I  tion :     Sir     William     Tomlinson,      Mr. 

Kilbride,  and  Mr.  Flavin. 

Report  t0  Vie  Up°n  the  Table* 


165      Supply— Civil  Services  and     {9  July  1903}       Revenue  Depts.  Estimates.      1$6 

NEW  BILL.  make  a  statement  which  go^s  somewhat 
outside  the  ordinary  statements  here- 
tofore made  on  these  occasions,  because 
the  House  will  naturally  expect  to  hear 
something  of  the  working  of  the  Act 
passed  last  year ;  and  upon  this,  although 
the  working  of  the  Act  is  only  in  its 
inception,  there  is  a  good  deal  to  be  said. 
The  Committee  will  recollect  that  the 
duties  thrown  upon  local  authorities  by 
the  Act  are  large  and  varied.  The  whole 
field  of  education  was  placed  under 
their  control,  and  they  can  study  the 
resources  of  their  areas,  and  plan  out 
their  educational  policy  for  each  year. 
The  Committee  will  like  to  hear  how 
the  various  authorities  have  approached 
the  task  set  before  them.  Every  council 
was  desired  to  form  a  scheme  for  an 
Education  Committee,  and  the  number 
of  councils  called  upon  to  frame  schemes 
was  333  —62  counties,  69  county  boroughs, 
139  boroughs,  and  63  urban  districts.  Of 
these  schemes  have  been  submitted  to 
the  Board  of  Education,  published  and 
approved,  to  the  number  of  238  in  Eng- 
land and  five  in  Wales ;  there  are 
schemes  now  in  course  of  publication  to 
the  number  of  twenty-six,  and  the 
schemes  sanctioned  for  publication  but 
not  yet  published  are  seven  in  number; 
thirty-four  schemes  submitted  to  the 
Board  are  now  under  consideration  with 
a  view  to  publication  ;  sanction  has  been 
refused  to  four  schemes,  and  nineteen 
councils  have  not  yet  sent  in  schemes, 
some  because  their  areas  being  large  they 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  formulate  their 
schemes,  and  in  other  cases  urban  district 
councils  are  considering  whether  they 
shall  relinquish  their  educational  powers 
to  County  Councils.  The  great  majority, 
then,  of  the  councils  have  already  sent 
in  sch ernes  which  have  been  approved, 
comparatively  few  are  hanging  back  or  are 
held  over — and  for  these,  in  most  cases, 
adequate  reasons  have  been  assigned — and 
only  four  councils  have  sent  in  schemes 
which  have  not  been  sanctioned  for 
publication.  The  Committee  may  desire 
to  know  what  line  the  Board  has  taken. 
The  Act  of  last  year  requires  that 
schemes  shall  be  approved  by  the  Board 
of  Education,  and  published  within  the 
area  of  the  authority.  We  thought  it 
desirable  that  in  the  boroughs  the 
period  of  publication  should  be  three 
weeks,   and  that  in  counties  a    month 


LONDON  SCHOOL  BOARD  (HILLDROP 
ROAD  SITE)  BILL. 

"To  enable  the  School  Board  for 
London  to  complete  the  purchase  of  a 
site  for  a  Pupil  Teachers'  Centre,  situate 
in  Hilldrop  Road,  in  the  parish  of  St. 
Mary  Islington,  and  the  erection  of 
buildings  thereon,  and  to  authorise 
expenditure  incurred  and  to  be  incurred 
in  connection  therewith,"  presented  by 
Sir  William  Anson  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  to-morrow,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  272.] 

MARRIAGE  WITH  FOREIGNERS  BILL. 
"To  amend  the  Law  in  respect  to 
Marriages  between  British  subjects  and 
foreigners, "  presented  by  Mr.  Macdona; 
supported  by  Mr.  Talbot,  Mr.  Rothschild,  | 
Sir  Joseph  Dimsdale,  Mr.  Churchill,  Lord 
Hugh  Cecil,  Captain  Norton,  Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor,  Mr.  Samuel  Evans,  Dr. 
Farquharson,  Mr.  Stuart  Samuel,  and 
Mr.  Hey  wood  Johnstone ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to 
be  printed.    [Bill  273.] 

SUPPLY  [16th  Allotted  Day]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in 
the  Chair.] 

CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVENUE 
DEPARTMENTS  ESTIMATES,  1903-4. 

Class  IV. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,249,806, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete 
the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1904,  for  the  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
and  of  the  various  Establishments  con- 
nected therewith,  including  sundry 
Grants  in  Aid." 

*The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY to  the  BOARD  of  EDUCATION 
(Sir  William  Anson,  Oxford  Univer- 
sity) :  In  moving  this  Vote   I  have  to 
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should  be  given.  In  certain  cases  we 
have  felt  it  necessary  to  say  the  scheme 
cannot  be  published  because  it  cannot 
ultimately  be  approved.  In  other  cases 
we  have  sent  forward  for  publication 
with  a  warning  that  there  might  be 
protests  and  ultimate  difficulties  before 
the  schemes  were  approved ;  and  in 
other  cases  we  sent  forward  for  publica- 
tion with  the  practical  assurance  that, 
unless  objection  was  taken,  the  scheme 
commended  itself  to  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation. 

Before  the  conclusion  of  January 
we  thought  it  desirable  to  issue  a 
circular  to  all  counties  and  to  county 
boroughs  and  non-county  boroughs  and 
urban  districts  setting  forth  the  duties 
of  the  councils,  the  sources  from  which 
their  income  would  be  drawn,  what 
were  the  provisions  of  the  Act  as  to  the 
scheme,  what  was  necessary  and  what 
was  optiona  1.  Then  it  was  thought  desir- 
able to  offer  some  explanation  of  a  matter 
which  had  been  a  good  deal  dis- 
cussed in  this  House — namely,  what 
was  meant  by  the  indication  in  the 
Act  that  in  certain  circumstances  the 
nomination  and  recommendation  of 
various  bodies  might  be  desirable.  We 
stated  the  duties  of  the  Board  in  respect 
of  schemes,  and  warned  councils  of  the 
possible  grounds  on  which  protests  might 
be  made,  and  appeals  put  in  asking  the 
Board  to  withhold  its  approval  of  the 
scheme.  We  thought  it  desirable  to 
throw  as  much  light  as  possible  on  these 
matters  for  the  information  of  the 
councils.  But  as  time  went  on  we  were 
made  aware  that  councils  wished  for 
something  more  in  the  way  of  assistance ; 
and,  accordingly,  in  February  we  sent 
round  a  second  circular  of  suggestions, 
indicating  how  the  scheme  might  be 
framed,  and  how  the  various  actual 
requirements  of  the  Act  might  be  met 
by  nomination,  recommendation,  con- 
sultation, or  selection  by  the  councils 
themselves.  I  think  it  would  be  desir- 
able, in  order  to  prevent  misunderstand- 
ing in  the  country,  to  make  it  quite  clear 
what  were  the  points  which  were  re- 
garded merely  as  suggestions,  and  those 
on  which  the  Board  felt  bound  to  insist. 
The  points  on  which  we  felt  bound  to 
insist  were,  primarily,  that  there  should 
be  persons  of  experience  in  education, 
and  persons  acquainted  with  the  needs 

Sir  William  Anson. 


of  the  various  schools  in  the  area,  on 
the  Education  Committee.  How  those 
people  were  to  be  placed  on  the  Com- 
mittee is,  no  doubt,  a  matter  which 
different  councils  may  treat  in  different 
ways,  either  selecting  them  themselves, 
or  inviting  other  bodies  to  nominate 
them.  But  these  were  points  on  which, 
while  we  were  willing  to  advise,  we  did 
not  feel  bound  to  insist  on  our  advice 
being  followed.  There  have  been  certain 
cases  in  which  we  have  felt  bound  to 
insist  —  cases  where  we  thought  that 
any  injustice  was  likely  to  be  done  to 
any  school  or  to  education,  where  we 
thought  co-ordination  was  in  danger  by 
the  construction  of  two  Committees, 
cases  in  which  we  thought  sufficient 
provision  was  not  made  for  the  presence 
of  certain  representative  persons  on  the 
Committee,  and,  lastly,  where  the 
council  endeavoured  to  fix,  with  some 
degree  of  permanency,  matters  relat- 
ing  to   delegation  and   procedure. 

In  regard  to  cases  of  injustice,  I 
am  happy  to  say  that  there  are  none. 
There  are  cases  in  which  we  have  had 
some  anxiety,  and  in  these  we  have 
communicated  with  the  councils  directly, 
and  have  had  interviews  with  certain 
members  of  the  councils.  We  have  been 
satisfied  that  in  these  cases,  either  by  the 
introduction  of  words  in  the  scheme  or 
assurances  from  the  council,  that  no 
injustice  of  any  kind  to  schools  was 
contemplated.  I  think  I  may  fairly  say 
that  in  these  matters  the  interests  of 
the  various  denominations  have  been 
completely  met.  I  do  not  think  that 
injustice  was  contemplated  or  feared  in 
one  sort  of  a  school  more  than  another. 
I  think  I  may  say  that  the  last  occasion 
on  which  I  said  some  alteration  would 
be  necessary  before  sanction  was  given 
to  a  scheme  was  a  case  in  which  the 
representatives  of  a  certain  Council  pro- 
posed to  place  on  the  committee  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  Free  Church  Council, 
but  limited  the  selection  of  the  Free 
Church  Council  to  a  woman  conversant 
with  technical  education.  I  said  that, 
though  it  was  quite  proper  that  the 
Free  Church  Council  should  be  repre- 
sented, to  limit  the  choice  in  such  a 
grotesque  manner  was  quite  improper, 
and  some  alteration  should  be  made.    I 

am  glad  to  **?  *****  8UC^  an  &lter*ti°n 
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There  are,  as  I  have  already  said, 
four  cases  in  which  publication  has 
been  refused,  and  I  will  tell  the  Com- 
mittee why.  We  had  suggested  to  the 
councils  that  it  would  be  useful,  where 
they  thought  that  they  could  adequately 
provide  out  of  their  own  body  for  the 
representation  of  every  sort  of  education, 
that  they  should,  nevertheless,  put  into 
their  scheme  a  clause  which  would 
operate  as  a  reminder  of  the  different 
sorts  of  education  which  should  always 
be  represented  on  the  Committee.  As 
wan  pointed  out  in  the  circular  which 
we  sent  round,  there  was  always  to  be 
borne  in  mind  University  education, 
secondary  education  of  boys'  and  girls' 
in  its  higher  and  lower  grades,  technical 
instruction,  commercial  and  industrial 
education,  having  special  regard  to  the 
interests  of  the  area,  the  training  of 
teachers,  and  the  claims  of  elementary 
education  in  council  schools  and  in  vol- 
untary schools.  We  thought  that  would 
bo  a  useful  reminder  to  the  councils,  and 
we  have  constantly  urged  upon  them  to  in- 
clude all  provisions  of  this  nature.  There 
are  certain  councils  who  tell  us  that  they 
are  efficiently  provided  in  their  own  body 
with  representatives  of  all  these  interests. 
I  have  no  doubt  they  are ;  but  there  are 
certain  councils  which,  though  provided 
in  this  way,  have  constructed  their  Com- 
mittee so  as  to  consist  of  members  of 
the  council  and  one  or  two  women. 
We  have  always  inquired  whether  they 
were  satisfied  personally  that  the 
necessary  educational  interests  were 
represented,  and  we  have  also  asked  them 
to  make  provision  that,  if  hereafter  those 
interests  are  not  represented  on  the 
council,  as  might  happen  under  the  scheme, 
the  scheme  should  be  so  adjusted  that  such 
persons  should  be  introduced  from  outside. 
The  process  is  perfectly  simple.  The 
echeme  need  only  run  that  there  shall  be  a 
Committee  to  consist  of  so  many  persons, 
one  of  whom  shall  always  be  a  woman, 
and  not  less  than  so  many  of  them  be 
members  of  the  council.  Then  it  would 
always  be  possible  for  the  council  to 
reduce  the  numbers  of  its  own  members 
if,  by  any  flow  or  ebb  in  the  municipal 
tide,  the  educational  persons  on  the 
council  happened  not  to  be  available  to 
serve.  There  was  also  this  suggestion, 
that  some  provision  might  be  made  for 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  the  Com- 
mittee if  they  did  not  cover  all  interests. 


We  have  never  suggested  that  any  council 
which  could  give  us  satisfactory  assurances 
would  not  carry  out  those  assurances,  but 
we  have  said  that  we  were  bound  to 
ensure  that  the  Act  was  applied,  not 
merely  to  present  circumstances,  but  to  all 
time;  and  so  long  as  the  scheme  remains 
in  its  present  form  we  have  told  the  coun- 
cils definitely  that,  although  we  were 
thoroughly  well  prepared  to  accept  their 
assurances,  that  the  Committee  would 
be  well  manned  out  of  their  own  body ; 
we  must  also  require  that  the  scheme  be 
sufficiently  elastic  to  admit  of  the  ad- 
mission of  the  necessary  educational 
element  if  the  council  itself  did  not  pro- 
vide it. 

I  do  not  think  that  that  in  any 
way  trenches  on  the  powers  of  the 
councils.  It  merely  asks  them  to  pro 
vide  that  the  Act  of  last  year  shall  be 
observed  in  the  letter  as  well  as  in  the 
spirit.  Very  few  councils  have  made 
any  difficulty  in  meeting  the  points  I 
have  indicated,  but  there  are  four  to 
whom  we  had  to  say  clearly  that  we 
could  not  and  would  not  pass  the 
schemes,  which  did  not  comply  with  our 
requirements.  I  am  anxious  to  declare 
positively  and  publicly  the  policy  of  the 
Board  in  this  respect;  but  I  wish  to 
point  out  that  the  Board  is  keeping 
within  the  four  corners  of  the  Act  of 
last  year,  and  that  it  is  not  trenching 
in  any  way  on  the  freedom  which  the 
council  should  properly  enjoy  or  on  the 
field  of  its  proper  labours.  1  am  pre- 
pared to  stand  by  the  declarations  we 
have  made,  and  to  insist  that  these  pro- 
visions shall  be  made  in  the  scheme. 
There  is  another  matter  on  which  we 
are  at  present  at  issue  with  one  or  two 
of  the  councils,  and  that  is  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  delegation  by  the  councils  of 
their  powers  under  the  Act.  They  have 
the  power  under  the  4ct  of  delegating  all 
their  powers,  except  those  of  raising  the 
rate  or  borrowing  money.  Certain 
councils  proceeded  at  once  to  delegate  all 
the  powers  that  they  could  delegate  to  the 
Committee,  We  pointed  out  at  once 
that  that  was  not  fair  with  regard  to 
the  councils  of  the  future,  that  the 
delegation  as  contemplated  in  the  Act 
was  essentially  a  delegation  of  power 
which  might  be  extended  or  cur- 
tailed, or  withdrawn  from  time  to 
time   at    the    pleasure  of  the  council, 
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and  therefore  we  have  consistently  re- 
sisted any  suggestion  or  proposal  on  the 
part   of  councils  to  restrict  their  sue 
cessors  in  regard  to  delegation.    There 
is  also  the  converse  of  that — I  am  sorry 
to  say  at  this  moment  we  are  at  issue 
with  one  council,   though  I   hone   w 
may  convince  them  that  we  are  right — 
and  that  is  where  a  council  introduces 
words  into  its  scheme  which  would  make 
it  impossible  to  delegate  powers — such  a 
clause  as  that  the  Committee  shall  act 
with    the    authority    and    under   the 
direction  of  the  council.    If  the  council 
afterwards  desired  to  delegate  some  of 
its  powers  it  would  then  be  found  that 
the  Committee  was  incapable  of  acting 
except  under  express  direction.    I  think 
we  are  right  in  telling  the  councils  that 
delegation  is  essentially  a  matter  which 
they  must  keep  in  their  own  hands  and 
reserve  for  their  successors.    It   is  the 
same  with  procedure.    The  councils  an 
entitled  to  direct  the  procedure  of  their 
Committees  from  time  to  time,  and  pro 
cedure  is  eminently  a  matter  which  may 
require  to  be  adjusted  and  altered  from 
time  to  time ;  and   wherever  we   have 
found  in   a   scheme  regulations   fixing 
procedure  we  have  told  the  council  that 
these  rules  must  come  out,  and    that 
they    must    determine     procedure    by 
standing  orders.      I  hope  I  have  made 
it  clear  how   far   we   have  approached 
the  councils  by  way  of  suggestion,  and 
how  far  we  have  approached  them  by 
way  of  insistence.    I  think  the  matters 
on    which    we   insist  are    matters    on 
which  we  are   bound   to  insist.    I  may 
say  that  our  relations  with  the  councils 
have  been  almost  universally  friendly. 
There  is  the   limited  number  of  cases, 
to  which  I  have  alluded,   where  there 
is   a   point-blank  resistance  to  our  re- 
quirements    by     councils,     but     these 
councils  are  the  exception,  and  I  hope 
they  will  soon   see  that  they  ought  to 
comply  with  the  Act,  not  only  now,  but 
as  long  as  their  scheme  remains  in  force. 
I  think   that  is  all  I  have  to  tell  the 
Committee  as  to  the  present  working  of 
the  Act  in  relation  to  the  councils. 

The  local  authorities,  who  are  really 
only  beginning  their  work,  are  beginning 
to  consult  the  Board  of  Education  as  to 
the  arrangements  of  their  schools.  In 
so  me  cases   the  consultation  takes   the 
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form  of  inquiry  into  their  refources  by 
way  of  endowment.  In  other  cases, 
and  I  think  chiefly,  the  questions  that 
have  arisen  relate  to  turning  higher 
grade  schools  into  secondary  schools. 
We  have  not  gone  far  enough  in  that 
matter  for  me  to  be  able  to  tell  the 
Committee  anything  worth  telling  them,, 
except  that  the  consultations  are  be- 
ginning, and  I  hope  the  Board  of 
Education  may  be  able,  with  all  the 
variety  of  resources  which  are  at  the 
disposal  of  the  various  educational  author* 
ities,  to  assist  them  to  work  out 
educational  policies  suitable  to  their 
respective  areas. 

Now   that    I    have    told    the    Com- 
mittee   how   the    councils,    so    far    as 
they  have  gone,  are  addressing  them- 
selves to  the  work  before  them,  it  will 
be  right  that  I  should  say  what  material 
the  Board  of  Education  has  for  doing, 
its   work  and  assisting  the  councils  in 
doing  theirs.     First,  as  to  the  Depart- 
mental arrangements.    When  the  Board 
of  Education  Bill  was  discussed  in  1899 
a  great  deal  was  said  about  a  tripartite 
arrangement  of   the  Board,  by   which 
there  should  be  three  branches  of  the 
Board  —  elementary,     secondary,     and 
technological.      At    that    time,    when 
South  Kensington  was  merged  in   the 
Board  of  Education,  the  constitution  of 
the  Board  was  as  follows :  There  was  a 
permanent  secretary,  who  had  hitherto- 
been  mainly   engaged  in   the  work   of 
elementary    education ;     there    was    a 
principal  assistant  secretary  for  elemen- 
tary education ;   and  there  was  a  prin- 
cipal assistant  secretary  for  everything 
that  was  not  elementary  education — Sir 
William   Abney.     At  the  beginning  of 
this  year  Sir  William  Abney,  for  reasons 
of  health,  resigned  his  position  on  the 
Board.     I  should  like  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  how  greatly  the  country 
and   the  education  of  the  country    is 
indebted    to    Sir    William    Abney    for 
the  work   which   he  has  done   in   pro- 
moting  the  study   of  science  and  art 
throughout  the  country.     I  am  glad  to 
say  that  Sir  William  Abney  will  con- 
tinue   to  advise    the  Board    for  some 
years  to  come ;  but  he  has  retired  from 
his  place  as   permanent  assistant  secre- 
cy* and  we  now    have   the  tripartite 
arrangement  wn*cn  was  talked  of  in  189£ 
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— a  principal  assistant  secretary  for 
elementary  education,  another  for 
secondary  education  and  a  third  for 
technological  education. 

As  regards  elementary  education  I 
shall  have  something  to  say  presently. 
As  regards  secondary  education  what  I 
have  to  say  is  hardly  any  addition  in  sub- 
stance to  what  was  said  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Cambridge 
University  last  year.  Our  dealings  with 
secondary  education  are  partly  work  we 
have  taken  over  from  the  Charity  Com- 
mission, and  partly  the  assistance  of 
certain  types  of  secondary  education. 
There  are  schools  under  A  division, 
where  the  bulk  of  the  scholars'  time  is 
appropriated  to  science,  mathematics, 
manual  instruction,  and  art,  and  there 
are  schools  under  B  division  which 
appropriate  about  one  third  of  their  time. 
I  should  say  there  are  226  schools  now 
receiving  grants  in  the  A  division  and 
160  in  the  B  division ;  and  in  both  we 
are  adopting  the  principle  of  the  block 
grant ;  that  is  to  say,  we  are  paying  for 
curriculum  and  not  for  specific  subjects. 
The  science  classes  are  a  diminishing 
quantity,  and  will  not  last  much  longer. 
The  day  classes  for  science  at  schools 
which  have  been  subsidised  by  the  Board 
are  not  satisfactory.  They  are  too  inter- 
mittent ;  they  are  usually  demanded  by 
schools  which  have  small  appliances  and 
no  laboratories  and  therefore  they  are 
too  theoretical.  I  should  say  there  are 
certain  day  school  companies  which  have 
received  assistance  for  some  years  past. 
It  was  announced  last  year  that  these 
companies,  which  are  dividend  paying 
companies,  would  not  receive  the  grant 
any  longer  ;  but  the  Treasury  has  con- 
sidered—and I  think  it  is  fair  as  they  only 
had  notice  towards  the  end  of  last  year — 
that  this  practice  should  not  be  wound  up 
at  the  end  of  this  month,  but  that  they 
should  have  a  year's  grace.  I  do  not 
commend  the  practice,  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  am  prepared  to  recognise  the 
fairness  of  giving  these  schools  a  year's 
grace,  after  which  I  hope  the  practice 
will  be  altogether  discontinued. 

The  technological  department  under 
Mr.  Ogilvie  at  South  Kensington  is  a 
department  of  a  most  miscellaneous  char- 
acter. It  has  charge  of  science  and  art 
museums,  schools  of  art,  technical  institu- 
tions and  evening  classes.     The  grant  for 


technical  institutions  is  a  grant  for  a  two 
years  course  in  science  or  in  science 
and  art.  The  pupil  must  either  have 
had  a  three  years  course  in  a  Division 
A.  school  or  a  Division  B.  school,  or 
he  must  be  more  than  fifteen  years  of 
age,  and  capable  of  profiting  by  an 
advanced  course  of  instruction.  Herer 
again,  we  have  adopted  the  principle  of 
the  block  grant,  and  we  are  introducing 
an  approved  course  in  place  of  the 
various  items  of  instruction  which 
hitherto  have  been  entitled  to  earn  the 
grant. 

As  regards  evening  classes,  I  am 
bound  to  say  the  number  has  slightly, 
though  not  considerably,  decreased. 
But  this  is  a  year  of  transition,  and  I 
hope  the  evening  classes  will  shortly 
revive.  The  policy  of  treating  them  as- 
technical  and  secondary  branches  of  the 
work  of  the  Board  of  Education  has  not 
impaired  their  utility,  though  it  has  for 
the  moment  checked  their  increase.  I 
wish  to  dispel  the  fears  of  those  who 
think  that  elementary  education  is  no 
longer  obtainable  in  these  classes.  The 
combination  of  subjects  is  left  to  the  looal 
authority,  and  the  word  "  elementary  " 
is  not  used  because  it  was  thought  that 
the  word  "preliminary  "  might  have  a 
more  attractive  meaning.  The  teaching 
is  preliminary,  and  every  effort  is  made 
to  make  this  teaching,  however  ele- 
mentary, real  ;  that  is  to  say,  to  make 
it  correspond  to  the  surroundings  and 
interests  of  the  pupils.  After  discussing 
with  Mr.  Ogilvie  the  conditions  of  the 
teaching  in  these  evening  classes,  I  am 
satisfied  that  no  effort  will  be  spared  to- 
give  what  I  have  just  described  aa 
reality  to  the  teaching,  and  that  in 
every  case,  whether  it  is  advanced  or 
whether  it  is  preliminary,  it  will  be 
adapted  to  what  the  pupil  is  doing, 
and  what  he  is  thinking  about,  and 
to  the  circumstances  and  conditions 
of  the  area  around  him.  In  that 
way  I  believe  the  slight  set-back  in  the 
evening  classes  will  be  of  temporary 
duration,  and  that  we  shall  find  them 
increasing  in  number  as  we  go  on. 

I  now  come  to  the  other  source  by 
which  the  Board  of  Education  informs- 
itself,  and  hopes  to  inform  the  local 
authorities.  The  inspectorate  is,  of 
course,  the  great  instrument  of  the 
Board,   and   it  is    especially  important 
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now  in  our  new  relations  with  the  local 
authorities  I  will  deal  first  with  the 
inspectorate  of  the  elementary  schools, 
because  there  we  have  had  a  change  of 
machinery.  Hitherto  we  have  had  a 
senior  chief  inspector  who  took  London 
for  his  division,  and  eleven  chief  in- 
spectors, two  of  whom  were  assigned  to 
training  colleges  and  the  rest  to  certain 
divisions  in  the  country.  We  have  now 
-changed  this,  and  we  have  a  chief  in- 
spector who  is  not  attached  to  any  dis- 
trict, but  is  the  channel  of  communica- 
tion between  the  inspectorate  and  the 
Board.  The  inspectorate  have  one  of 
themselves  through  whom  they  can 
always  communicate  with  the  Board. 
The  divisional  inspectors  will  be  eleven 
in  number.  One  will  be  assigned  to 
London.  Each  divisional  inspector  will 
be  made  responsible  for  the  inspection  of 
the  training  colleges  within  his  area,  and 
the  two  inspectors  formerly  assigned  to 
the  training  colleges  will  be  given,  one 
to  London  and  one  to  a  new  division 
which  we  are  constituting  in  the  north 
because  the  former  northern  division  was 
too  large  for  any  one  man  to  deal  with. 
Yorkshire  is  quite  enough  for  one 
divisional  inspector,  and  the  new  division 
will  consist  of  Northumberland,  Durham, 
Cumberland,  and  Westmorland.  What 
we  desire  is  that  the  divisional  inspectors 
should  be  in  more  constant  correspond 
ence  with  their  staff  and  the  chief  in- 
spector with  the  divisional  inspectors.  In 
that  way  we  hope  to  get  into  closer  con- 
tact with  the  local  authorities,  to  get  a 
better  general  knowledge  of  the  wants 
of  every  area  and  to  be  able  to  meet  the 
local  authorities  wherethey  want  informa- 
tion. I  have  been  asked  frequently 
in  this  House  and  outside  by  persons 
interested  in  the  new  Education  Com- 
mittees what  assistance  they  may  expect 
to  receive  from  the  inspectors  of  the 
Department.  We  are  prepared  to  give 
them  as  much  assistance  as  we  possibly 
can.  Instructions  have  been  given  to 
every  inspector— they  are  now,  if  not  in 
the  hands  of  every  inspector,  on  the 
way  —to  give  assistance  to  local  authorities ; 
and  we  only  ask  local  authorities  to  take 
the  initiative  in  coming  to  our  inspectors 
and  telling  them  what  they  want  to 
know.  The  inspectors  will  respond,  I 
hope,  freely  and  cordially  to  the  demands 
or  requests  of  the  local  authorities.  No 
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doubt  there  may  be  matters  on  which 
the  inspector  will  have  to  refer  to  the 
Board,  where  he  is  asked  Questions  on 
matters  on  which  it  is  possible  that  an 
appeal  may  lie  to  the  Board  of  Education, 
or,  in  other  matters,  cases  may  arise  in 
which  the  inspector  will  have  to  say  to 
the  local  authority,  "  I  must  consult  the 
Board  before  I  give  you  information  on 
this  point."  But  I  think  those  cases 
will  not  be  numerous,  and  I  cordially 
hope  that  our  inspectors  will  be  able  to 
give  the  local  authorities  all  the  assist- 
ance they  will  be  glad  to  receive. 

Mr.  LLOYD- GEORGE  (Carnarvon 
Boroughs):  Will  they  attend  the 
meetings  of  the  Committees  ? 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON:  That  will 
certainly  be  within  their  power. 
Now  I  come  to  the  secondary  inspectors. 
The  secondary  inspectorate  is  not  yet 
fully  organised,  for  one  practical  reason 
—namely,  that  until  quite  lately,  until 
the  passing  of  the  Board  of  Ed  ucation  Act, 
the  secondary  inspectorate  was  entirely 
organised  as  an  inspectorate  for  the 
purposes  of  science  and  art.  What  with 
the  work  taken  over  from  the  Charity 
Commissioners,  and  what  with  the  re- 
quirements thrown  upon  us  by  the 
regulations  for  the  register  of  teachers, 
we  want  not  only  more  men,  but  we 
want  more  men  with  literary  and 
linguistic  qualifications,  and  we  want 
men  of  such  experience  and  position  as 
will  command  the  confidence  of  the 
local  authorities  and  the  headmasters  of 
secondary  schools.  We  have  been  driven 
to  the  temporary  employment  of  a  large 
number  of  inspectors  for  secondary 
schools.  Perhaps  the  Committee  will 
better  understand  what  I  am  speaking 
of  if  I  say  that  the  regulations  for  the 
registry  of  teachers  require  that  teachers 
to  be  on  the  register  should  possess 
certain  qualifications,  and  one  of  those 
qualifications  is  probationary  service  in 
a  school  recognised  by  the  Board  of 
Education;  and,  as  a  great  many 
teachers  are  unable  to  comply  with  the 
new  provision,  clauses  have  been  intro- 
duced which  enable  the  teachers  who  have 
undergone  a  certain  period  of  previous 
service  at  a  recognised  school  to  be 
Placed  on  the  register.  The  number  of 
8Chools  dem*^ng  reoo8nition  *or  tnis 
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purpose  is  very  large.  I  think  the  Com- 
mittee will  be  surprised  when  i  tell  them 
that  since  October  1,325  schools  have 
been  recognised,  and  that  296  have  been 
refused  recognition.  I  mn  informed  by 
Mr.  Bruce,  the  principal  assistant  secre- 
tary of  that  department,  that  he  thinks 
the  work  has  been  extremely  well  done. 
I  think  it  is  a  remarkable  piece  of  work 
to  have  done  in  the  time,  and  that  it 
should  not  pass  without  recognition. 
As  I  have  said,  we  want  more  men. 
We  have  had  to  employ  temporary  in- 
spectors, and  we  have  also  had  to  borrow 
inspectors  from  the  elementary  depart- 
ment ;  but  we  hope,  in  course  of  time, 
to  develop  an  inspectorate  which  shall 
be  adequate  to  our  requirements  for 
secondary  education.  There  is  no  actual 
division  between  the  inspectorate  on  the 
technological  side  and  the  inspectorate 
on  the  secondary  side.  The  elementary 
schools  are  grouped  by  themselves. 
The  technical  and  secondary  inspectors 
are  common  ground  between  the  heads 
of  their  respective  branches,  but,  of 
course,  there  are  certain  inspectors  who 
are  mainly  literary,  and  there  are  certain 
inspectors  who  are  mainly  scientific, 
and  we  borrow  largely  from  the  elemen- 
tary staff.  They  are  not  water-tight 
compartments  but  each  department  is 
willing  to  assist  the  others  consistently 
withthe  proper  discharge  of  its  ownduties. 
The  Board  has  two  other  sources  of  in- 
formation. One  is  the  director  of 
special  inquiries.  The  business  of  the 
director  of  special  inquiries  is  to 
collect  and  supply  information  and  make 
occasional  reports  under  the  direction  of 
the  chiefs  of  the  departments.  I  have 
to  express  here  mv  great  regret  that  the 
Department  has  lost  the  services  of  Mr. 
Sadler.  I  need  not  say  more  now,  be- 
cause I  believe  that  the  subject  will  be 
discussed  at  a  later  stage  of  our  debate, 
except  that  I  wish  to  express  my  per- 
sonal regret  that  Mr.  Sadler  thought  it 
necessary  to  resign.  I  believe  we  have 
obtained  [an  admirable  successor  to  Mr. 
Sadler,  that  that  branch  of  our  Depart- 
ment will  continue  to  collect  informa- 
tion as  has  been  done  admirably  during 
the  last  few  years  by  Mr.  Sadler,  and 
that  it  [will,  at  the  same  time,  utilise 
that  information  for  the  benefit  of  local 
authorities.  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that   among    those  eleven  ^volumes  of 
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Reports  which  have  been  published  by 
the  Board  of  Education,  local  authorities 
may  find  some  methods  of  education 
which  may  form  proper  material  for 
experiment  in  their  own  areas. 

The  other  means  of  information  and 
assistance  which  the  Board  possess  is  the 
Consultative  Committee.  The  Consulta- 
tive Committee  is  a  body  of  which  I  had 
better  not  say  very  much  in  praise 
because  I  have  been  a  Member  of  it 
until  not  quite  a  year  ago.  It  has  had 
thrown  upon  it  the  duty  of  framing 
regulations  for  the  register  of  teachers, 
and  it  has  been  consulted  by  the  Board 
as  to  the  propriety  of  accepting  and 
recognising  certain  bodies  for  the  pur- 
poses of  inspection.  It  is  now  engaged 
in  an  important  inquiry  as  to  leaving  ex- 
aminations for  the  purpose  of  entering 
the  Universities  or  some  of  the  professions. 
That  inquiry  is  now  going  on,  and  all  I 
can  say  is  that  it  promises  to  be  a  very 
important  and  interesting  inquiry.  The 
Consultative  Committee  is  a  body  of 
persons  who  lepresent  a  great  variety  of 
educational  experience;  and  I  hope  that 
hereafter,  as,  indeed,  has  been  the  case  and 
is  now,  the  opinions  which  it  forwards  to 
us  on  the  matters  which  we  lay  before 
it  may  be  found  of  great  practical  value 
to  the  Board  of  Education. 

Now  I  have  told  the  Committee  how  far 
the  councils  of  the  counties  have  come 
forward  to  deal  with  the  problems 
presented  to  them  by  the  Education 
Act,  and  what  is  the  present  position 
of  the  Board  of  Education  for  the  pur- 
pose of  assisting  them  in  the  matter,  but 
there  are  one  or  two  general  questions 
which  I  should  like  to»ring  before  the 
attention  of  the  Committee.  There  is 
always  the  question  asked  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  and  by  other 
people,  whether  we  get  a  full  return  for 
the  money  which  we  are  spend  ng  on 
education.  I  will  first  touch  upon 
secondary  education.  We  spend  com- 
paratively a  trifle  on  secondary  educa- 
tion—not much  more  than  £500,000. 
But  do  we  get  a  full  return  for  that, 
and  is  it  as  well  spent  as  it  should  be  1 
I  fear  that  in  some  ways  the  money  we 
are  spending  on  secondary  education  is 
destroying  an  education  which  had 
some  elements  of '  good  in  it,  and  is  not 
giving  us  anything  really  substantial  in 
its  place.    What  we  want  is,  I  think, 
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two  sorts  of  education  for  that  which 
we  call  secondary  education.  We  want 
a  good  liberal  education,  with  such  a 
knowledge  of  science  as  will  enable  a 
man  to  understand  the  world  he  lives 
in — such  a  knowledge  of  science,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  as  was  not  given  to  the  youth 
of  a  period  which  I  recollect;  and  we 
want  a  good  technical  education — some- 
thing that  will  fit  our  youths  to  compete 
in  the  commercial  struggles  of  the  day, 
coupled  with  such  a  knowledge  of 
language,  literature,  and  history  as  will 
remind  them  that,  after  all,  there  is  a 
past,  and  that  great  men  have  said  and 
done  great  things  worth  saying  and  worth 
recording.  I  fear  that  in  a  large  and 
important  branch  of  schools  we  are 
losing  both  these.  The  schools  to  which 
I  refer  are  not  the  well-known  public 
schools,  but  the  smaller  grammar  schools, 
which  are  more  numerous,  and  to  which 
very  often  the  professional  man  who 
cannot  afford  to  send  his  son  to  one  of 
the  better-known  schools  looks  to  give 
his  son  a  liberal  education.  I  have  be- 
fore me  a  Report  which,  I  confess,  has 
rather  alarmed  me  as  to  these  schools. 
What  do  they  get  from  us  ?  They  get 
assistance  from  the  Board  of  Education, 
either  as  schools  where  practically  the 
whole  of  the  boy's  time  is  absorbed  in 
science  and  mathematics,  or  as  schools 
where  a  third  of  the  time  is  so  occupied. 
But,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  the  schools  that 
come  to  us  are  generally  poor  schools 
which  go  in  for  the  larger  grants  and  so 
far  sacrifice  what  I  believe  to  be  the 
higher  educational  interests  of  their 
pupils.  The  assistance  they  have  got 
from  the  local  authorities  has  been  in 
the  direction  of  technical  education. 
Everything  has  trended  in  the  direction 
of  a  scientific  education,  and  yet  we  are 
constantly  told  that  in  the  application 
of  science  to  industry  we  are  immeasur- 
ably behind  the  other  nations  of  Europe. 
In  these  schools,  I  am  told  by  a  veiy 
competent,  a  very  experienced,  and  a  very 
judicially-minded  inspector,  that  they 
have  practically  abandoned  Greek,  that 
they  have  almost  abandoned  Latin,  and 
that  geography,  history,  and  literature 
are  neglected  or  untaught.  A  classical 
language  is,  after  all,  the  best  machinery 
for  the  analysis  of  the  construction  of 
language,  and  it  does  introduce  the 
student,  in  learning  the  language,  to 
Sir  William  Anson. 


the  masterpieces  of  classical  literature. 
And  it  is  desirable  that  the  student 
should  know  something  about  language, 
because  it  is  by  language  that  we  ex- 
press our  thoughts.  It  is  desirable  also 
that  we  should  know  what  men  are  doing 
now,  and  what  they  may  have  done  in 
the  past,  and  said  as  well.  And,  as  we 
have  to  live  on  the  earth's  surface,  it  ia 
desirable  that  we  should  know  something 
of  physical  and  historical  geography. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  colloquial  know- 
ledge of  French  and  such  mathematics 
and  science  as  is  learned  by  a  boy  who 
will  not  have  to  apply  them  in  the 
course  of  his  subsequent  career  is  at  all 
adequate  to  the  old-fashioned  liberal 
education,  with  all  its  faults,  which  we  are 
so  rapidly  superseding  in  these  secondary 
schools.  I  should  like  to  see  it  more 
thorough  and  more  real  than  it  was  at 
a  period  which  I  hardly  like  to  recall,  but 
I  do  wish  to  see  more  public  attention 
excited  in  the  revival  of  the  older 
studies,  and  in  particular  in  the  insist- 
ence of  a  knowledge  of  some  portion  of 
good  literature,  whether  it  is  French* 
German,  English,  Latin,  or  Greek.  I 
will  not  trouble  the  Committee  by 
quoting  from  a  Report  which,  I  hope, 
will  be  published,  but  I  will  read  the 
concluding  sentences: — 

u  The  result  of  what  I  have  been  >  describing 
is  that  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  a  bright 
and  intelligent  boy  to  leave  school  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  or  seventeen  without  ever  having 
had  an  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  any  book  except  text-books  written 
purely  for  school  purposes.  At  the  best  he 
will  have  read  a  poem  of  Scott  or  a  play  of 
Shakespeare  for  examination,  and  even  that  is 
made  destitute  of  educational  value  by  the 
nature  of  the  editions  used  and  the  excessive 
importance  attached  to  notes  and  philo- 
logical discussions  far  too  advanced  for  the 
boys.  To  take  a  single  case,  the  edition  of 
Shakespeare  most  commonly  used  prints  all 
difficult  words  in  italics,  thereby  distracting 
the  attention  from  the  sound  and  beauty  of  the 
verse,  and  discouraging  all  spontaneous  obser- 
vation " 

As  to  history — 

"  No  history  but  English  history  is  taught,  al- 
though an  understanding  of  English  history  is  im- 
possible without  some  knowledge  of  the  history 
of  the  Continent.  The  period  chosen  for  study 
is  determined,  not  by  the  previous  career  of  the 
boys,  but  by  the  syllabus  of  an  examination, 
and  I  have  not  once,  but  repeatedly,  found 
boys  studying  tne  Wars  of  the  Roses  who  are 
q«ite  ignorant  °*  aW  PrevioU8  history  ;  in  one 
case  so  ic,       Vtfc  that  they  did  not  know  who 
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I  think  this  calls  for  the  attention  of 
the  Board  of  Education.  I  think  this 
should  be  corrected,  and  corrected  in 
one  of  two  ways— either  by  altering  the 
types  of  education  to  which  we  give 
grants,  or  by  only  paying  grants  if  we 
are  thoroughly  satisfied  that,  other 
studies  are  not  being  neglected. 

*Mb.  EMMOTT  (Oldham)  asked 
whether  these  schools  were  receiving 
grants  under  the  A  scheme  for  schools 
of  science. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON:  They  are 
mostly  receiving  aid-grants  in  one  form 
or  another. 

Mb.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  I  sup- 
pose they  are  receiving  science  and  art 
grants  1 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON:  Yes.  When 
I  come  to  elementary  education, 
the  question  whether  we  get  full  return 
for  our  money  becomes  crucial,  because 
of  the  enormous  sums  spent  every  year. 
I  looked  at  the  Report  for  1901-2,  and 
found  that  in  Parliamentary  grants 
more  than  £8,000,000  was  spent,  more 
than  £3,000,000  in  rates,  and  more 
than  £800,000  in  voluntary  contribu- 
tions—in all,  considerably  more  than 
XI  1,000,000.  I  would  first  say  that 
this  money  is  ill-spent  if  the  children 
^re  ill-taught  We  have  a  limited  supply 
of  training  colleges  for  teachers,  and  the 
want  is  really  too  well  known  for  me  to 
•enter  into  any  statistics  on  the  matter. 
The  cause  is  mainly  the  insufficient  supply 
of  training  colleges,  and  the  early 
pressure  and  imperfect  training  of  the 
pupil  teachers.  The  Committee  may 
possibly  recollect  that  in  the  course  of 
our  debates  on  the  Education  Bill  last 
year  it  was  announced  by  the  Prime 
Minister  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  would  be  prepared  to  make 
grants  to  students  living  in  hostels 
attached  to  day  training  colleges  on  the 
same  scale  as  the  grants  made  to  students 
in  residential  colleges.  The  latter  receive 
X50  for  a  man  and  £35  for  a  woman. 
In  day  training  colleges  men  receive 
.£35  and  women  £30.  In  the  case  of  the 
residential  colleges  the  payment  is  made 
to  the  college,  and  not  to  the  students ;  and 
in   the  case  of  the  day  training  colleges 


the  payment  is  made  to  some  extent  to 
the  institution  where  the  instruction  is 
given.  A  limit  has  been  imposed  up  to 
now  that  the  grant  should  not  exceed 
75  per  cent,  of  the  total  cost  of  the 
student's  training.  The  grant  now  ap- 
proximates so  nearly  to  this  limit,  and 
the  saving  to  the  Exchequer  is  so 
small,  and  the  administrative  trouble  of 
going  into  the  accounts  of  all  the 
colleges,  and  of  all  the  hostels,  which 
we  hope  will  be  more  numerous  in 
future,  is  so  great,  that  it  has  been 
decided  to  abolish  the  75  per  cent, 
limitation.  The  students  in  the  resi- 
dential colleges  and  hostels  will,  therefore, 
be  placed  on  the  same  footing,  and  the 
students  in  day  training  colleges  will 
continue  as  they  are.  We  have  a  body 
of  regulations  concerning  training  col- 
leges, and  including  regulations  as  to 
hostels  and  as  to  pupil  teachers;  and  I 
will  not  trouble  the  Committee  by  saying 
more  as  to  the  terms  of  the  grant,  or 
the  conditions  under  which  the  Board 
will  approve  the  hostels.  There  is  one 
matter  I  am  bound  to  mention,  because 
it  stands  rather  apart.  The  old  Univer- 
sities of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  have 
large  day  training  colleges,  and  they 
are  attended  by  students  of  three 
sorts;  there  are  those  who  may 
not  be  members  of  the  Universities 
at  all,  students  who  are  non  collegiate, 
there  are  students  not  attached  to  any 
college  or  hall,  and  students  who  are 
members  of  colleges.  Of  the  latter  some 
spend  part  of  their  time  at  college  and 
part  in  lodgings,  some  more,  some  less  ; 
and  we  have  found  it  impossible  to  draw 
a  distinction  between  two  members  of 
the  same  college,  one  living  in  college 
rooms  and  the  other  in  lodgings  over  the 
way.  The  student  living  in  lodgings 
sanctioned  and  authorised  by  the  college 
is  under  strict  college  discipline  and 
liable  to  any  requirements  made  upon 
him.  Under  those  circumstances  the 
Treasury  has  consented  to  treat  both 
i  these  classes  of  students  on  the  same 
|  footing.  But  I  am  bound  to  say 
|  that  the  Board  has  undertaken  to 
I  make  quite  sure  that  the  student  in 
!  lodgings  gets  the  full  benefit,  and  is 
i  subject  to  the  full  discipline  of  his 
[  college,  and  that  he  therefore  will  not 
.  lose  anything  of  the  disciplinary  result 
J  of     the     life     which    the    college     may 
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afford.  I  have  considered  the  matter 
very  carefully,  because  there  are  no 
other  places  in  the  world  where  there 
are  collegiate  institutions  similar  to  those 
of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  where  £  a 
student  gets  a  corporate  life  in  this  form, 
and  where  he  can  get  that  whether  he 
lives  in  lodgings  or  in  college  rooms.  I 
should  like  to  say  that  the  arrange- 
ment as  to  the  grant  does  not  strike  me 
as  having  reached  a  position  of  finality. 
I  cannot  entirely  reconcile  myself  to  the 
large  difference  drawn  between  a  man 
in  a  residential  college  and  a  woman, 
and  there  may  also  be  something  to  be 
said  for  a  closer  approximation  between 
the  day  training  schools  and  the  resi- 
dential colleges.  But  it  is  impossible 
to  raise  that  question  this  year.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  will  receive  any  such 
proposal  with  consideration  in  a  future 
year,  but  I  wish  to  record  my  own 
opinion  that  the  present  state  of  the 
grant  is  somewhat  arbitrary. 

Now  I  come  to  the  question  of  the 
pupil  teacher,  where  we  are  making  a 
gradual  change,  which  I  hope  will  be 
a  very  considerable  and  fruitful  change. 
At  present  the  pupil  teacher  may  begin 
work  in  rural  districts  at  the  age  of 
fourteen,  in  urban  districts  at  the  age 
of  fifteen ;  40s.  is  paid  for  him ;  and 
he  works  at  the  school  for  the  King's 
Scholarship  examination — works  and 
teaches  at  the  same  time.  Below  the 
pupil  teacher  in  the  teaching  scale  is  the 
probationer,  who  is  unpaid  and  untaught, 
but  is  recognised  on  the  staff  as  equiva- 
lent to  the  instruction  of  ten  children. 
I  do  not  desire  to  see  this  order  continued; 
the  pupil  teacher,  I  think  every  one  will 
admit,  begins  too  early. 

Sir  JOHN  GORST  (Cambridge 
University) :  Is  there  not  a  monitor 
below  that  1 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON:  There  is  a 
monitor,  but  I  do  not  think  the  Com- 
mittee are  prepared  to  struggle  with  the 
monitor.  What  we  want  in  the  case  of 
a  person  entering  the  teaching  profession 
is  a  period  of  preparation,  and  that 
period  of  preparation  will  diminish 
the  amount  of  uninterrupted  teaching. 
JVe  cannot  get  it  all  at  once,  because  we  | 
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I  shall  have  to  upset  the  staffing  arrange- 
ments of  the  school,  whioh  have  gone 
on  under  their  present  condition  for  a 
long  time,  and  in  rural  districts,  and 
other  parts  besides,  it  would  lead  to 
(great  inconvenience  if  they  were  sud- 
denly deprived  of  their  pupil  teachers. 
i  We  propose  to  proceed  in  this  way — 
After  1st  August,  1 904,  no  one  is  to  begin 
to  teach  before  the  age  of  fifteen  in  the 
country,  or  sixteen  in  the  town.  After 
1st  August,  1905,  every  pupil  teacher 
must  be  taught  in  a  pupil  teacher  centre, 
and  must  not  work  for  more  than  half 
time.  Before  this  stage  the  scholar 
must  have  some  preparation  cither  at  a 
secondary  school,  or  at  a  higher 
elementary  school ;  either  at  a  secondary 
school  which  earns  one  of  the  two  grants, 
or  at  a  secondary  school  which  does  not 
earn  either  of  the  grants,  but  to  which 
for  these  purposes  the  grant  of  £2  a 
year  will  be  made;  or  failing  this  at 
preparatory  classes,  which  we  hope  will 
be  established  where  these  secondary 
schools  are  not  available  for  the  students. 
The  ideal  we  aim  at  is  three  or  four 
years  at  a  secondary  school  with  a 
minimum  grant  of  £2  a  year  in  cases 
where  secondary  schools  obtain  a  grant 
from  the  Education  Department,  and 
then  a  period  of  two  years  at  a  pupil 
teacher  centre  with  a  grant  of  £3. 
We  hope  that  some  secondary  schools  will 
establish  pupil  teacher  centres  in  con- 
nection with  their  work.  We  hope  that 
preparatory  classes  in  the  pupil  teacher 
centres  may  develop  into  secondary 
schools ;  but  we  look  for  unbroken  pre- 
paration until  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  for 
half-time  preparation  and  half  time 
teaching  up  to  the  age  of  eighteen,  after 
which  we  hope  the  pupil  teachers  will 
go  to  the  training  college  and  enter  the 
teaching  profession  better  prepared  than 
they  are  now.  This  is  one  of  the  reasons 
to  which  I  referred  just  now,  why  we 
wish  to  reserve  to  ourselves  freedom  as 
to  the  types  of  secondary  education  which 
the  Board  of  Education  will  assist.  We 
also  look  forward  to  and  will  welcome 
co-operation  with  the  local  education 
authorities,  some  of  whom  have  taken 
up  the  work  of  training  teachers  already 
with  energy-  We  will  be  prepared  to 
work  with  them  experimentally  or  on 
lines  laiddovm'    *  ***  to  rec°gnisethe 
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efforts  made  in  some  parts  of  the  country 
in  that  direction,  and  I  hope  these 
efforts  will  be  imitated  and  followed  in 
other  parts  of  the  country.  I  can  assure 
the  local  authorities  who  wish  to  under- 
take this  good  work,  that  the  desire  of 
the  Board  of  Education  is  to  co-operate 
with  them. 

There  are  two  other  matters  con- 
nected with  elementary  education  which 
sometimes  make  me  despair.  One 
is,  what  happens  to  boys  when  they 
leave  school  1  There  is  need  of  a  body 
of  people,  who  ought  to  be  managers  of 
schools,  who  would  watch  a  boy  when 
he  is  about  to  leave  school  and  see  that  he 
is  not  taken  away  too  soon,  and  that  his 
career  is  not  spoiled  by  his  going  into 
temporary  office  work,  so  as  to  secure 
that  the  boy  gets  the  advantage  in  after 
life  of  the  education  he  has  received.  I 
will  give  an  illustration  which  came  be- 
fore me  not  long  ago.  I  was  taken  by 
one  of  our  inspectors  to  a  wood-work 
centre  in  London.  He  told  me  he  had 
been  about  in  various  parts  of  the 
Continent  inspecting  centres  and  places 
where  this  sort  of  work  fa  done,  and  he 
said  that  the  work  done  in  that  particu- 
lar centre  was  superior  to  any  done  on 
the  Continent.  I  asked  what  happened 
to  the  boys  when  they  left.  The  master 
told  me  that  not  more  than  7  per  cent, 
went  into  the  business  for  which  they 
were  there  being  prepared  with 
advantage  and  profit.  He  also  told  me 
that  something  like  from  15  to  20 
per  cent.,  after  having  gone  into  an 
office  and  grown  out  of  office  work — I 
am  afraid  that  employers  of  labour  do 
not  always  consider  when  they  employ 
boys  that  they  incur  some  responsibility 
— when  they  leave  the  office,  go  back  and 
resume  painfully  and  not  so  effectually 
as  heretofore  the  work  they  had  bean 
doing  before.  And  all  this  time  the 
great  furniture  workshops  in  London 
have  been  filled  with  French  and 
German  workmen  doing  the  work  which 
our  own  boys  might  do  better  than  they ! 
That  concerns  the  way  in  which  the 
children  leave  the  school. 

But  there  is  another  and  more  serious 
question,  and  that  is  the  condition  in 
which  the  children  come  to  school.  There 
was,  the  other  day,  a  noteworthy  discus- 
sion in  another  place  on  the  deteriora- 
tion    of      the      people,    and     various 


bodies  of  persons  were  mentioned 
as  supplying  evidence  —  recruiting 
officers,  the  Local  Government  Board, 
etc.  I  venture  to  think  that  inspectors 
of  schools  in  large  towns  could  furnish 
some  evidence  that  would  be  very  valu- 
able in  any  inquiry  of  that  kind.  I  heard 
the  other  day  from  some  of  our  in* 
spectors  some  facts  which  I  think  ought 
to  be  known  to  the  House.  There  are, 
according  to  the  testimony  of  an  in- 
spector who  is  very  careful  and  very 
sympathetic  with  regard  to  children, 
more  than  60,000  children  in  London 
who  are  physically  inferior,  and  who- 
cannot  get  the  benefit  of  the  teaching  in 
the  schools.  How  does  this  arise  ? 
They  start  badly.  They  are  the  off- 
spring of  early  marriages  and  of  un- 
thrifty parents  ;  they  are  overworked  ; 
they  work  before  they  go  to  school,  and 
they  work  when  they  come  back  from 
schooL  They  do  not  get  enough  rest, 
because  the  mothers  do  not  take  the 
trouble  to  send  the  children  to  bed,  and 
they  run  about  the  streets  until  after 
midnight.  They  do  not  get  enough 
food ;  they  go  out  to  school  in  the 
morning  without  breakfast ;  and  their 
housing  is  bad.  I  am  told  that  in 
Lambeth  there  are  12,000  one-roomed 
tenancies.  Their  homes  are  bad,  and, 
with  such  neglect  of  the  parents,  the 
influence  on  the  children  cannot  be  good. 
The  result  is  that  these  children  are 
easily  tired  in  mind  and  body.  They 
cannot  sustain  their  attention;  they 
cannot  last  through  an  ordinary  day  at 
school.  They  fail  early,  and  any  sort  of 
disorder  takes  easy  hold  of  them.  They 
are  backward  to  the  extent  of  two, 
three,  and  sometimes  four  years  behind 
the  well-fed  and  well-looked-after  child- 
ren of  the  same  age.  Now,  what 
remedy  can  you  find  for  this?  An« 
inquiry  was  promised  the  other  day  in 
another"  place ;  and  all  I  can  say  is  that 
the  Board  of  Education  will  be  most 
desirous  to  press  for  the  fulfilment  of 
that  promise,  and  be  most  ready  to 
provide  such  evidence  as  will  make  that 
inquiry  efficient  and  complete.  But 
after  all,  although  the  Local  Government 
Board  may  do  something  in  the  matter 
of  housing,  the  Home  Office  in  the 
matter  of  the  employment  of  children, 
and  the  Board  of  Education  in  limiting 
the  size  of  the  classes  in  the  schools  in. 
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the  poorer  districts  so  as  to  ensure  more 
individual  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
teachers,  this  is  not  a  case  in  which,  it 
seems  to  me,  legislation  or  administra- 
tion can  possibly  say  the  last  word. 
What  we  want  is  to  get  the  parents  to 
live  decent  lives  and  to  show  proper 
parental  affection  and  care  for  their 
•children.  No  Department  can  give  a 
new  revelation  or  a  spiritual  or  moral 
impulse.  What  is  really  wanted  is 
volunteer  effort,  the  work  of  men  and 
women  for  men  and  women  in  these 
poor  places,  probably  as  managers  of 
4ohool&  At  any  rate,  they  should  get 
to  know  the  children  in  their  homes 
and  try  to  impress  on  the  parents  their 
-duty  towards  the  children  which  they 
have  brought  into  the  world  Surely, 
there  are  many  people  who  might  occupy 
themselves  in  these  things.  There  are 
many  people  in  this  town,  I  believe, 
who,  when  they  wake  up  in  the  morning, 
have  to  exercise  some  thought  as  to  how 
they  are  going  to  get  through  the  day. 
The  work  I  am  suggesting  that  these 
people  should  do  is  not,  on  the  face  of 
it,  attractive  work.  The  process  of  re- 
generation is  bound  to  be  slow  and  full 
of  disappointments,  and  marred  by 
irequent  conviction  of  total  failure. 
And  yet,  I  promise  to  anyone  who  will 
undertake  a  work  of  this  sort  and  carry 
it  through,  that  some  morning  or 
another  they  will  wake  up  and  find 
that  though  they  have  deliberately 
sacrificed  somewhat  of  pleasure  they 
have  found  happiness  unawares. 

^<Mr.  WILLIAM  JONES  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Arfon)said  that  the  outlook  which 
the   hon.  Gentleman  the  Parliamentary 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education  had, 
in  the  course  of  his  interesting  speech, 
shown  of  our  educational  system  was  not 
at  all  an  inspiring  one.     And  the  reason, 
so  far  as  he  could  see,  was  the  total  in- 
efficiency and  lack  of  training  methods. 
The  hon.    Gentleman  talked  about  the 
secondary  schools  of  England,  and  said 
that  the  training  going  on  in  these  schools  , 
was  mechanical  and  dull.     So  far  as  he 
could  gather,  the  methods  employed  by  ' 
the  teachers  must  have  been  exceedingly 
cramped.    The   teachers   had   evidently  . 
never  had  any  training  to  make   these  • 
methods  elastic;    had   never  any  sense! 
of  proportion,  and  no  imagination  at  all.  | 
Sir  JVilliam  Anson. 


Take  the  school  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man instanced  where  the  children  were 
taught  all  about  the  Wars  of  the  Roses 
without  having  been  taught  anything 
about  the  Norman  Conquest.  That 
contrasted  unfavourably  with  the 
methods  employed  in  Germany,  the 
United  States  of  America  and  elsewhere. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  what  was  needed 
was  not  more  training  colleges  of  the 
old  kind,  but  that  the  teachers  in  the 
elementary,  as  well  as  the  secondary 
schools,  should  have  a  first-class  Univer- 
sity training  instead  of  occupying  places 
in  residential  colleges.  He  hoped  the 
inspectors,  with  the  mandate  from  the 
Board  of  Education  referred  to  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  would  advise  local 
education  authorities  not  to  multiply 
residential  colleges  and  so  create  vested 
interests.  The  local  authorities  should 
be  helped  by  grants  to  enable  students 
who  intended  to  become  teachers  to 
have  a  training  in  a  University,  not 
merely  a  training  with  men  and  women 
of  the  same  class,  but  a  training  mixed 
up  with  men  who  were  to  become  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament,  politicians,  scientists, 
doctors,  and  all  sorts  of  people.  He 
could  not  understand  anything  more 
detrimental  to  future  teachers  than  to 
segregate  them  in  one  building.  Most  of 
the  teachers  in  elementary  schools  came 
from  the  humbler  classes  of  the  com- 
munity, and  their  methods  of  training  in 
these  residential  colleges  became  raechani 
cal  and  dull,  and  they  only  mixed  with 
the  same  class  to  which  they  belonged. 
Thus  they  became  stereotyped.  They 
should  be  sent  into  healthy  and  whole- 
some communion  in  a  University,  where 
they  could  mix  with  their  tutors 
and  professors,  and  with  fellow  - 
men,  rich  and  poor  alike.  That 
had  never  been  done  until  recently 
with  regard  to  the  teachers.  After  all, 
the  teachers  were  the  soul  of  the  school*, 
and  unless  they  got  an  active  personality, 
with  a  fine  equipment  and  plenty  of  brain 
power,  how  could  they  expect  this  country 
to  compete  in  the  world  of  technical 
education,  science,  and  commerce  with 
Germany  and  the  United  States.  That 
had  been  their  great  failure  in  the  past. 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  talk  just  now 
about  "  the  inquest  of  the  nation."  Let 
thorn  begin  to  make  an  inquiry  into  the 
proi)6r    tramm8    °*    teachers,    and    the 
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result  of  that  would  be  most  fruitful. 
They  could  see  how  technological  studies 
had  helped  to  make  Germany  and  the 
United  States  their  great  commercial 
rivals  and  competitors. 

He  was  glad  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had  touched  upon  the  promise  made  by  the 
Prime  Minister  last  July.  He  thought 
the'promise  extended  beyond  hostels  ;  but 
he  saw  from  the  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  which  was  issued  a  few  days 
ago,  that  hostels  must  be  of  five  years 
standing  before  the  grant  could  be  given. 
By  that  means,  a  whole  generation  of 
children  would  miss  an  improved  system 
of  teaching.  Why  should  not  the  Board 
of  Education  trust  the  University 
Colleges  to  see  that  the  schoolmasters 
and  schoolmistresses  should  not  only  get 
the  best  possible  education  but  also  the 
best  possible  maintenance ;  and  why 
should  not  the  same  grant  be  given  to 
them  as  was  given  to  students  entering 
the  training  colleges  of  Oxford  and 
Cambridge.  He  was  very  glad  that  the 
students  who  were  being  trained  in 
connection  with  the  Universities  got  the 
same  grant  as  was  given  to  students  in 
special  training  colleges.  But  why  con- 
fine the  grant  to  Oxford  and  Cambridge  ? 
Very  few  students  of  the  humbler  classes 
could  afford  to  go  to  Oxford  or  Cambridge. 
Thousands  could  afford  to  go  to  the 
training  colleges  in  connection  with  the 
University  Colleges.  These  University 
Colleges  were  scattered  all  over  the  land. 
He  did  not  think  that  there  was  more 
than  one  district  in  which  persons  who 
intended  to  be  teachers  could  not  be 
trained  at  a  University  College.  The 
only  part  of  the  country  not  supplied 
was  East  Anglia,  and  he  thought  that 
there  were  sufficient  good  educationalists 
in  Norwich  to  have  a  training  college 
there  to  supply  East  Anglia  with  sufficient 
mental  equipment  and  sound  educational 
methods  for  the  training  of  teachers  in 
that  part  of  the  country.  All  the  other 
parts  of  the  country  had  been  mapped 
out,  so  that  teachers  could  have  ready 
access  to  the  University  Colleges.  He 
himself  knew  of  the  good  results  which 
had  followed  the  training  of  teachers  in  the 
University  Collegesof  Bangor  and  Aberyst- 
wyth. In  Aberystwyth  they  had  got 
the  best  training  college  in  these  Islands. 
There  were  135  students,  and  there  were 
hostels  only  for  the  women.  Why  should 
the  men's  college  be  penalised  until  they 
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had  a  hostel  of  five  years'  standing  1 
See  what  was  lost  to  the  education  of 
the  country  by  that  policy.  He  hoped 
that  the  question  would  not  be  dealt  with 
as  one  of  segregation.  Segregation  was 
a  very  bad  thing  for  education.  Let  the 
students  have  a  home,  and  let  that  home 
be  in  connection  with  a  University 
College,  so  that  the  students  might  mix, 
not  only  with  intending  teachers,  but 
with  all  the  other  students,  join  the 
same  classes,  attend  the  same  debates, 
play  the  same  games.  That  was  the  way 
to  train  a  band  of  teachers,  and  to  raise 
the  whole  status  of  the  educational 
system  of  the  country.  He  was  glad 
that  they  were  going  to  eliminate  the 
pupil  teachers,  the  little  boys  and  girls 
who  were  themselves  intellectually 
starved,  and  who  could  not  be  expected 
to  impart  education  to  other  children. 
Although  the  pupil  teachers'  centres  had 
done  a  great  deal  of  work,  he  was  against 
sending  pupils  to  them  in  future  for  the 
same  reason  he  had  already  stated  in 
connection  with  adult  teachers.  Let 
them  send  the  pupil  teachers  to  the 
secondary  schools,  where  they  could 
meet  with  boys  and  girls  of  other 
classes.  In  that  way  they  would  get  a 
new  stratification ;  they  would  raise  the 
statu*  of  the  teaching  profession,  and  do 
away  with  the  barrier  between  ele- 
mentary teachers  and  secondary  teachers, 
which  had  hitherto  been  the  curse  of 
the  educational  system  of  the  country. 
The  pupil  teachers  should  get  the  60s. 
grant,  and  should  be  taught,  not  at  a 
pupil  teachers'  centre,  but  trained  in 
secondary  schools  with  their  fine  equip- 
ment. If  that  were  done,  it  would  be  a 
preliminary  work  to  raising  the  whole 
community  and  the  whole  citizenship  of 
the  country.  It  would  bring  a  finer 
grain  into  the  commerce  of  the  country, 
and  with  free  trade  and  education  he 
would  not  be  afraid  of  the  competition  of 
other  countries. 

Sir  JOHN  GOBST  (Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) said  he  entirely  agreed  with  the 
admirable  sentiments  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  just  expressed  as  to  the 
training  of  teachers.  He  thought  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  agree  with  him 
in  generally  thanking  the  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Education  for  the  excellent 
reforms  which  the  Board  intended  to 
make  with  reference  to  the  training  of 
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teachers.  He  bad  nothing  to  say  about 
them  except  approbation,  with  the  single 
exception  of  the  deficiency  to  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  spoken 
had  called  attention.  He  knew  very 
well  that  that  was  not  the  policy  of  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  to  the  Board 
of  Education.  In  it  he  recognised  the 
hand  of  the  Treasury,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  not  be  long  before  the  general 
influence  of  public  opinion  would  induce 
the  Treasury  to  act  economically,  and 
that  the  Board  of  Education  would 
urge  that  it  would  be  economy  on  the 
part  of  the  Treasury  to  allow  this  higher 
grant  to  be  paid,  not  only  to  those  who 
were  fortunate  enough  to  live  in  colleges 
at  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  but  to  all  those 
teachers  who  were  being  trained  in  the 
University  Colleges.  He  thought  they 
might  very  safely  say  that  as  long  as  a 
young  man  or  a  young  woman  went  to 
an  accredited  training  college,  and  satis- 
fied the  authorities  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  he  or  she  was  accommodated, 
there  was  no  reason  why  the  higher 
grant  should  not  be  paid.  It  would  be 
economy  on  the  part  of  the  Treasury  to 
pay  the  higher  grant,  because  they  would 
get  value  tor  the  money  in  the  improved 
teaching  which  the  teachers  would  be 
able  to  impart.  He  should  like  to  make 
a  few  general  observations  on  the  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  Baronet.  First  of  all, 
he  should  like  to  congratulate  the  hon. 
Baronet  and  the  Government  on  the 
excellent  account  the  hon.  Baronet  had 
-  been  able  to  give  of  the  working  of  the 
Act  of  last  session.  There  were  a 
certain  number  of  minor  difficulties  and 
troubles  connected  with  that  Act ;  but 
the  great  object  of  the  Act  was  to  induce 
the  local  authorities  to  undertake  the 
general  supervision  of  the  education  of 
the  country.  From  the  statement  of 
the  hon.  Baronet  it  appeared  that,  so  far 
as  the  working  of  the  Act  had  gone,  the 
local  authorities  had  accepted  the  func- 
tions which  Parliament  gave  them,  and 
were  in  the  course  of  carrying  out  the 
extremely  important  duties  which  the 
Act  of  last  session  imposed  upon  them. 
He  had  always  thought  and  always  said 
that  when  once  they  induced  the  great 
municipalities  and  the  great  County 
Councils  of  the  country  to  take  up  the 
education  of  the  people,  and  when  those 
authorities  were  given  ample  and  sufficient 
powers  to  carry  out  their  duties,  that 
Sir  John  Gorst. 


i  they  might  expect  enormous  progress 
in  the  work  of  education.  That  view  had 
been  given  very  satisfactory  confirmation 
by  the  statement  of  the  hon.  Baronet. 

TheSecretary  to  the  Board  of  Education 
made  this  year  the  same  statement  that 
had  been  made  in  this  Committee  year 
after  year.  It  was  an  odd  statement  for 
a  Minister  asking  the  House  to  voto 
eight  millions  of  money  to  make.  It 
was  that  a  very  large  part  of  the  money 
which  the  House  was  asked  to  vote  would 
be  absolutely  thrown  away.  He  entirely 
agreed  with  the  hon.  Baronet  in  the 
statement  he  gave  as  to  the  reasons  why 
this  money  was  wasted.  As  regarded 
secondary  education,  he  thought,  however, 
that  there  was  a  reform  going  on  to 
which  his  hon.  friend  scarcely  did  justice. 
Formerly,  grants  for  secondary  education 
were  made  entirely  in  the  shape  of  grants 
for  science  and  art  instruction,  and  were 
given  entirely  as  the  result  of  examina- 
tions. The  effect  of  it  was  that  quite  an 
unnatural  stimulus  was  given  to  all  the 
poorer  schools  which  looked  to  earning 
grants ;  and  instead  of  giving  satisfactory 
education  to  the  children,  the  teachers 
prepared  them  for  examinations  which 
were  to  put  money  into  the  pockets  of 
the  trustees  and  managers  of  those  schools. 
It  was  a  very  vicious  system,  and  it  was 
put  an  end  to  mainly  by  Sir  William 
Abney,  the  late  Secretary  to  the  Science 
and  Art  Department,  to  whom  the  hon. 
Baronet  paid  a  well-deserved  tribute. 
He  put  a  stop  in  the  first  place  to 
payment  by  results,  and  gave  a  block 
payment  not  for  examinations,  but  for 
teaching,  and  he  instituted  the  two  classes 
of  schools  to  which  grants  were  given. 
For  the  first  time  for  the  A  schools, 
which  were  the  older  schools,  a  regulation 
was  made  that  no  grant  should  be  paid 
unless  the  literary  instruction  in  the 
school  was  satisfactory  to  the  Board  of 
Education.  Not  only  was  science  taught 
in  those  schools  and  grants  given  for  it, 
•  but  the  inspectors  of  the  Department 
took  care  that  the  literary  instruction 
given  —  history,  geography,  foreign 
languages,  and  frequently  Latin  and 
Greek — was  properly  taught,  and  that 
the  general  curriculum  of  the  schools  was 
such  as  to  give  a  generally  liberal  educa- 
tion. The  B  schools  went  a  step  further 
in  this  direction,  because  in  the  B  schools 
there  must  be  satisfactory  literary  in- 
struction  *n<*  l^e  8C*ence  instruction  was 
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not  more  than  the  amount  of  science 
which  ought  to  be  taught  in  a  general 
education.  In  these  days,  no  man  or 
woman  could  be  said  to  be  efficiently 
educated  unless  he  or  she  had  some 
acquaintance  with  what  were  called 
scientific  methods,  and  the  application  of 
t)iose  methods  towards  one  branch  at 
least  of  natural  science.  That  was  the 
minimum  of  what  he  should  call  a  general 
education,  and  he  did  not  think  that  a 

Sjrson  who  knew  nothing  but  Latin  and 
reek  had  any  more  right  to  be  called  a 
cultured  person  than  one  who  knew 
nothing  bat  science  and  mathematics. 

He  would  now  pass  to  something  more 
important,  which  was  the  waste  in  ele- 
mentary education.  The  reason  why  so 
much  money  was  wasted  in  elementary 
education  was  the  miserable  condition  in 
which  the  children  of  a  great  number  of 
parents  in  the  poorer  parts  of  our  great 
cities  were  sent  to  school.  He  had 
called  attention  to  this  matter  on  the 
Scotch  Estimates,  because  in  Scotland 
there  had  been  an  inquiry  made  into  the 
condition  of  the  children  of  Edinburgh 
and  Aberdeen,  and  the  result  of  the 
investigation  had  been  perfectly  appal- 
ling. He  asked  the  hon.  Baronet  whether 
the  Board  of  Education  would  not  make 
some  similar  inquiry  intD  the  condition 
of  the  children  of  London  1  It  could  be 
done  in  a  few  weeks,  and  would  be 
extremely  interesting  to  see  if  the  con- 
dition of  the  children  of  the  Metropolis 
was  as  deplorable.  He  would  not  re- 
capitulate what  he  had  said  on  former 
occasions,  but  would  commend  the  Re- 
port of  the  Royal  Commission  to  hon. 
Members.  It  appeared  that  these  poor 
children — the  children  who  lived  in  one 
or  two-roomed  tenements  in  Edinburgh 
— were  in  every  respect  below  the  proper 
condition  of  children  ;  they  were  stunted 
and  starved ;  there  was  a  fearful  per- 
centage of  preventible  disease  amongst 
them ;  the  hearing  of  more  than  half 
was  imperfect  through  ear  and  throat 
disease ;  their  sight  was  affected  in  such 
a  way  that  they  were  not  fit  to  receive 
instruction  in  the  schools,  and  a  very 
large  number  of  them  were  half  starved. 
More  than  30  per  cent,  of  them  were 
suffering  from  actual  starvation.  If  any- 
thing like  that  prevailed  in  our  great 
cities  it  was  perfectly  obvious  that  for  us 
to  train  teachers,  to  pay  for  schools, 
to  pay  Education  Committees'  inspectors, 
and  salaries   to  various  officers,  and  to 


open  these  schools  for  the  reception  of 
these  poor  little  wretches  who  were  quite 
unable  and  unfit  to  receive  the  instruc- 
tion given,  was  the  height  of  absurdity. 
The  two  Gentlemen  who  made  the 
inquiries  in  Scotland  called  attention  to 
the  fact  that  to  give  physical  instruction 
to  children  in  this  state  was  absolute 
cruelty.  He  might  add  to  that,  that  to 
give  mental  instruction  was  also  cruelty, 
because  mental  instruction  wasted 
the  tissues  just  as  much  as  bodily 
instruction  and  to  make  these  little 
wretches  learn  arithmetic  and  geography 
when  they  had  nothing  in  their  stomachs, 
was  as  cruel  as  it  was  to  work  a  starving 
horse  or  any  other  animal. 

The  hon.  Baronet  had  proposed  two  re- 
medies, both  of  which  were  excellent  in  their 
way.  First  of  all  he  said  they  should  not 
have  too  large  schools,butthe  Board  of  Edu* 
cation  prescribed  no  limit  to  the  size  of  an 
elementary  school.  There  were  eighteen 
schools  in  the  last  twelve  months 
sanctioned  in  which  the  number  of  1,000 
children  would  be  greatly  exceeded,  and 
he  would  like  to  ask  what  were  the  special 
circumstances  which  constrained  the  Board 
to  sanction  them.  The  other  remedy  was 
the  efforts  of  philanthropy.  There  were 
a  number  of  persons  in  this  country  who 
devoted  their  lives  and  time  to  the  care 
of  these  schools  and  these  poor  and  un- 
happy children.  He  was  happy  to  say 
many  people  devoted  themselves  to  this 
task,  and  had  rendered  most  valuable 
assistance  to  the  cause,  but  he  thought 
a  public  authority  ought  not  to  say-  - 
"  Let  the  philanthropist  deal  with  this 
matter  ;  we  will  do  nothing,  and  allow  the 
evil  to  go  on." 

He  desired  to  recommend  to  the  Board 
of  Education  three  specific  remedies  for 
this  state  of  things,  which  might  be 
put  into  operation  at  once,  and  which 
might  do  something  towards  alleviating 
this  unhappy  condition.  If  the  Board 
of  Education  did  not  act  upon  them 
there  was  no  reason  why  the  local 
authorities,  the  municipalities  of  great 
cities,  and  the  County  Councils 
should  not  move  in  the  matter  and  do 
something  on  their  own  motion  for 
the  amelioration  of  this  shocking  state 
of  things.  The  first  thing  he  would  sug- 
gest was  that  there  should  be  a  system  of 
adequate  examination  of  the  children  in 
order  to  see  what  the  children  were  like 
in  the  schools.  The  teachers  made  an 
enormous  number  of  useless  Returns,  and 
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their  time  would  be  much  better  occupied 
if  each  teacher  made  such  an  inspection 
of  the  children  in  his  class  as  was  made 
by  the  officers  of  the  army  every  day. 
The  teacher  knew  what  children  came  to 
school  without  breakfast,  and  knew  those 
who  were  half  starved,  and  those  who 
suffered  from  being  overworked  and  were 
too  tired  to  learn  when  they  came  do 
school.  But  the  matter  ought  not  to 
stop  there.  There  ought  to  be  a  regular 
periodical  examination  of  all  the 
children  in  our  schools  by  the  local 
authority — a  medical  examination.  Not 
only  were  many  of  the  Scotch  chil- 
dren that  were  examined  found  to  be 
suffering  from  curable  defects  which  could 
be  seen  without  medical  training,  but  in 
many  cases  they  were  suffering  from 
diseases  which  no  one  but  a  medical  man 
could  have  detected,  but  which  ought  to 
be  made  known  before  the  children  were 
subjected  to  the  work  of  the  school.  For 
instance,  apparently  healthy  children, 
doing  heavy  dumb-bell  exercises,  were 
found  to  have  weak  hearts,  and  to  be 
actually  in  danger  of  dropping  down 
dead  in  consequence  of  the  school  exer- 
cises through  whch  in  perfect  innocence 
they  were  being  put.  Other  children 
were  in  an  advanced  stage  of  phthisis, 
and  it  was  well  known  that  occasionally 
ophthalmia  and  other  diseases  broke  out 
in    which  it   was    most   important   that 


children  should  be  at  once  segregated. 
The  proposition  he  made  would  not  cost 
a  great  deal  to  carry  out,  but  whatever  it 
cost  it  would  be  an  economical  expendi- 
ture of  money,  and  he  hoped  that  the  hon. 
Baronet,  if  he  could  not  see  his  way  to 
make  it  a  condition  of  the  Government 
grant  that  there  should  be  such  an  inspec- 
tion, would  at  any  rate  recommend  it  to 
the  local  authorities  by  circular,  so  that 
they  might  have  their  attention  drawn  to 
the  matter. 

His  second  suggestion  was  that  more 
attention  should  be  paid  to  the  ventila- 
tion of  schools.  The  schools  of  the 
London  School  Board  and  the  School 
Boards  around  Ixmdon  were  generally 
admirably  ventilated,  but  in  other  big  j  schools, 
cities,  and  especially  in  country  places  , 
where  the  air  all  around  was  the  purest 
imaginable,  the  air  in  the  schools  was 
foul  and  unhealthy.  On  a  previous 
occasion  he  referred  to  a  scientific  inquiry 
which  had  been  undertaken  as  to  the 
condition  of  the  schools  of  Manchester. 
That  inquiry  was  conducted  by  gentlemen 
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connected  with  Owen's  College,  and  it 
had  been  found  that  even  the  schools  of 
Higher  Broughton,  which  were  attended 
by  the  children  of  better  class  artisans, 
were  extremely  bad  in  the  matter  of 
ventilation.  The  rules  were  admirable. 
The  fault  was  not  in  the  rules  or  the 
structure,  but  in  the  carrying  out  of  the 
ventilation  after  the  school  was  opened. 
Inspectors,  teachers,  and  managers  were 
not  sufficiently  alive  to  the  importance  of 
this  matter  to  the  children.  If,  by  in- 
structions to  inspectors,  and  the  rigid 
enforcement  of  the  rules  with  regard  to 
ventilation,  the  hon.  Baronet  brought 
about  a  revolution  in  the  schools  in  this 
respect  it  would  be  greatly  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  country. 

The   third    practical    recommendation 
he     desired     to    make     was    that     the 
Board  of  Education  or  the  local  author- 
ity should  take  some  steps,  he  did  not 
say   to  feed   the    children,   but    to   see 
that  they  were  fed.     In  this  matter  he 
had   been  greatly   misrepresented.      He 
had  been  called  a  Socialist,  and  told  thai 
he  would   upset  parental   responsibility, 
and  so  forth.     That  was  not  his  desire  at 
all.     All  he  said  was  that  if  the  authorities 
undertook    to  give     instruction,    either 
mental  or  physical,  to  children,  they  had 
i  no  right   to  do   it   without   also    being 
I  responsible  for  seeing  that  the  children  were 
|  adequately  fed  before  they  were  instructed. 
j  He   had  been   told    on    high    authority 
i  that  what  really  was  most  to  blame  in 
j  our  social  conditions  was  not  that  the 
children   were    starved,    but    that   thoy 
j  were  improperly  fed.     In  the  old  days, 
when  the  children  ate  porridge  and  food 
of  that  sort,  they  were  much  more  properly 
fed  than  now,  when  white  bread,  not  of 
the    most     nourishing     kind,    and     tea 
practically  formed  the  food  of  a   large 
part   of    the    population.     If    the   local 
authorities  would  provide  the  food  many 
parents  would  gladly  pay  for  it,  in  order 
to    be    sure    that    their    children   were 
adequately  and  properly   fed.     He   sug- 
gested that  the  local  authorities  should 
be    encouraged    to   do   this.      In    many 
attended    by    the    children   of 
well-to-do    parents,   it   would    be    quite 
unnecessary  to  make  any  such  arrange- 
ment, but  in  all   schools   where  it  was 
required  he  saw  no   reason   why  there 
should  not  be  provided,  at  cost  price,  a 
school  breakfast  or  a  scho6l  dinner,  or 
both      He  believed  that  something  like  a 
Penh  f  ^vou^  W?  f°r  a  breakfast,  and  a 
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wholesome  dinner  would  cost  very  little 
more.  The  teachers  should  have  a  dis- 
cretion to  send  in  to  the  school  breakfast 
or  dinner  those  children  whom  they 
knew  to  be  underfed.  The  list  of  the 
children  so  sent  in  should  be  examined 
by  the  local  authority,  and  those  parents 
who  could  pay  should  be  made  to  pay, 
while  in  the  case  of  those  who  could  not 

Cy  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Poor 
w  authority,  and  the  natural  conse- 
quences of  the  receipt  of  public  relief  would 
follow.  He  was  not  wedded  to  any 
particular  plan.  All  he  contended  was 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  local  authority 
which  taught  the  children  to  see  that 
before  they  were  taught  they  were 
adequately  fed. 

Then  there  were  two  matters  con- 
nected with  the  administration  of  public 
education  to  which  he  wished  to  refer. 
One  of  the  things  which  hindered 
the  attendance  of  the  children,  fright- 
ened children  from  school,  and  made 
school  unpopular,  was  the  extent  to 
which  caning  prevailed,  not  only  in  boys' 
schools,  where  one  did  not  object  to  it 
so  much,  but  also  in  girls'  and  infants' 
schools,  where  it  was  most  objectionable. 
In  a  large  number  of  schools  the  practice 
prevailed  as  a  regular  part  of  the  school 
routine,  and  quite  little  children  and  girls 
were  constantly  caned.  He  did  not  say 
that  it  often  degenerated  into  cruelty  or 
brutality — such  cases  were  rare;  but 
what  he  did  say  was  that  the  practice 
deterred  children  from  going  to  school, 
and  it  was  one  of  the  things  which  made 
children  so  dislike  school  life,  that  as  soon 
as  they  were  emancipated  from  it  they 
did  not  care  to  go  into  a  school  a^rain. 
This  kind  of  punishment  had  been 
abolished  in  every  country  except  England, 
while  in  Egyptian  schools  infliction  of 
corporal  punishment  was  absolutely  pro- 
hibited, and  he  had  never  seen  schools  in 
which  the  order  and  discipline  were 
better.  The  last  matter  to  which  he 
would  refer  was  the  question  of  inspec- 
tion. He  was  glad  the  Government 
were  taking  in  hand  the  reorganisa- 
tion of  the  inspection  of  schools.  It 
was  absolutely  essential  that  that 
should  be  done,  because  the  question 
of  how  far  schools  were  to  be  inspected 
by  the  Government  and  how  far  by  local 
authorities  would  certainly  arise  very 
shortly,  and  the  local  authorities  would 
not  be  satisfied  with  Government  in- 
spection unless  it  was  thoroughly  efficient. 


I  By  far  the  better  system  was  to  have  the 

[  inspectors  appointed  by  and  responsible  to 
the  central  Government,  who  could  keep 

|  up  a  much  better  inspectoral  service 
than  any  local  authority,  except  perhaps 
that  in  London.  Moreover,  a  Govern- 
ment inspector,  was  much  less  susceptible 

I  to  or  likely  to  have  his  judgment  warped 
by  local  influence  The  first  essential 
of  an  efficient  inspectorate  was  that  the 
inspectors  should  consider  themselves 
judicial  officers.  They  should  make  their 
reports  under  a  sense  of  personal  re- 
sponsibility, and  these  reports  when  onee 
made  should  never  be  tampered  with  or 

|  altered  by  the  Central  Department.  An 
inspector  ought  to  say  when  a  school  was 
bad  as  well  as  when  a  school  was  good,  and 

I  he  ought  not  to  be  reproached  or  looked 
down  on  because  he  told  the  truth,  and 
when  he  saw  that  instruction  was 
inefficiently  given,  or  that  the  apparatus 
was  not  good,  had  the  courage  to  say  so. 
A  great  deal  had  been  heard  in  the  past 
with  regard  to  military  officers  being 
asked  to  alter  their  reports,  but  he 
thought  the  Committee  had  no  idea  how 
often  inspectors  were  asked  to  alter  theirs. 
Such  a  thing  should  never  be  done. 
It  was  quite  clear  that  they  would  not 
be  able  to  classify  the  schools  in  this 
way.  A  few  local  authorities,  when 
there  was  no  Cockerton  judgment  before 
their  eyes,  would  establish  schools  which 
would  at  once  be  elementary,  technical, 
and  secondary  schools,  having  all  those 
branches  going  on  under  the  same 
teachers.  They  would  find  it  very 
difficult  to  have  three  sets  of  inspectors 
going  in  the  same  schools.  He  felt  sure 
that  the  operation  of  the  new  Act,  which 
would  obliterate  the  distinction  which 
could  now  be  drawn  under  the  Cockerton 
judgment,  would  do  away  with  that 
distinction.  They  would  have  different 
inspectors  for  different  subjects,  but 
they  would  have  to  be  members  of  the 
same  body  under  the  same  official  in- 
spector, and  the  local  authority  would 
have  to  communicate  with  one  person 
only  about  all  the  schools  in  their  district. 
He  was  sorry  to  have  occupied  so  much 
time,  and,  in  conclusion,  he  wished  to 
congratulate  most  heartily  the  hon. 
Baronet  on  the  very  satisfactory  state- 
ment he  had  made  to  the  Committee 
He  most  urgently  pressed  upon  the 
House  of  Commons  and  His  Majesty's 

1  Government  the  urgent  and  immediate 
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necessity  of  taking  steps  to  deal  with 
this  enormous  evil  in  the  condition  of 
the  children  in  the  schools,  which,  if  it 
was  not  arrested  and  altered,  would  more 
than  anything  else  tend  to  the  misery 
of  their  future  population,  and  put  an 
end  to  all  hopes  of  anything  like  material 
progress.  „* 

Lord  EDMUND  FITZMAURICE 
(Wiltshire,  Cricklade)  said  they  had  had 
the  advantage  of  hearing  a  very  interest- 
ing statement  from  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Education,  and  everybody  must 
feel  that  that  statement,  the  first  since 
the  passing  of  the  Act  of  last  year, 
marked,  to  a  certain  extent,  an  important 
period  in  the  history  of  education.  It 
was,  of  course,  too  soon  to  judge  in  any 
decisive  manner  whether  the  Act  of  last 
year  was  going  to  produce  all  the  good 
results  which  its  framers  anticipated,  or 
any  of  the  evil  results  which  some  of  its 
critics  foreshadowed.  So  far  it  seemed 
to  him  that  both  the  hopes  and  the 
unfavourable  anticipations  had  been 
realised  to  a  certain  extent.  The  great 
County  Councils  and  county  boroughs 
had  thrown  themselves  into  the  task  of 
organising  their  Education  Committees 
with  great  zeal  and  energy,  and  with 
considerable  success.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  was  far  too  soon  to  give  any  decisive 
opinion  as  to  how  far  in  county  boroughs 
and  the  large  towns  which  previously 
possessed  School  Boards,  the  anticipations 
of  evil  which  some  of  them  on  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House  held 
might  not  yet  possibly  be  realised. 
He  did  not  conceal  fiom  the  Committee, 
notwithstanding  the  reassuring  state- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
that  he  thought  it  was  too  soon,  from 
.he  very  nature  of  the  subject,  to  decide 
whether  the  Committees  of  large  county 
boroughs  and  the  ex-School  Board 
boroughs,  being  bodies  largely  burdened 
with  other  municipal  duties,  would  be 
able  fully  and  adequately  to  find  time  to 
discharge  the  great  new  duties  placed 
upon  them.  He  sincerely  hoped  that 
whatever  doubts  they  had  expressed  on 
that  side  of  the  House  as  to  the  success 
of  this  measure  might  by  the  results 
turn  out  not  to   be   justified. 

It  was  more  pleasant  to  turn  from  these 
controversial    subjects    to   the  subjects 
slouched  upon  in  the  speeches  madeduring 
*•  John  Gorst. 


that  afternoon.  His  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Cambridge  University  had 
urged  upon  the  Committee  the  immense 
importance  of  what  might  be  called  the 
physical  aspects  of  education.  He  had 
spoken  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
crowded  populations  of  the  great  towns. 
He  was  glad  to  hear  what  fell  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  when  he  said  that 
in  his  opinion  a  very  large  portion  of 
these  observations  applied  also  to  rural 
districts.  Nothing  was  more  remarkable 
and  extraordinary  than  the  apparently 
absolute  ignorance  of  the  average  school 
manager  upon  the  ventilation  of  schools. 
At  the  present  time  County  Councils 
were  naturally  engaged  in  the  task  of 
taking  stock  of  the  condition  of  the 
public  elementary  schools  in  their  counties, 
because  the  existence  of  the  famous  wear- 
and-tear-clause  obliged  them  to  take 
stock  of  the  condition  of  those  schools 
so  as  to  protect  themselves  against  any 
unreasonable  claims.  In  many  counties 
the  county  surveyors  had  been  instruc- 
ted to  inspect  the  schools  from  the  point 
of  view  of  their  general  condition,  and 
that  brought  before  them  the  question 
of  ventilation.  In  a  few  cases  in  his 
own  county  he  had  accompanied  the 
county  surveyor  in  his  examination  of 
the  schools,  and  he  had  been  told  by  him 
that  it  was  the  rarest  thing  to  find  a 
school  where  there  was  any  reasonable 
system  of  ventilation,  and  that  the 
number  of  schools  where  the  children, 
who  might  be  supposed  to  have  a  vested 
interest  in  pure  air,  were  unnecessarily 
brought  within  the  purview  of  a  state 
of  things  which  could  only  be  described 
as  most  insanitary  was  very  great. 
On  the  walls  of  those  very  schools 
where  they  found  bad  systems  of  ventila- 
tion could  be  seen  the  advertisement  of 
some  great  ventilating  firm.  Some  of 
these  firms  sent  round  illustrations  in 
the  hope  that  their  system  of  ventilation 
might  be  adopted,  but  they  simply 
became  the  pictorial  decorations  of  the 
walls  of  the  schools.  Over  and  over 
again  well  intention ed  managers  had 
asked  what  they  were  to  do  in  the 
matter,  and  the  answer  given  them  was 
that  they  should  simply  look  at  the 
pictures  on  the  walls  and  they  would 
see  the  blunders  they  were  making. 

The  right  botl-  ^en^eman  ^e  Member 
for    Cambridgc   University    had   raised 
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«ome  far  more  difficult  questions  with 
regard  to  the  health  of  the  children  from 
the  point  of  view  of  medical  supervision. 
One  of  the  things  which  was  most  alarm- 
ing was  the  terrible  growth  of  lunacy  in 
this  country.  There  was  no  doubt  at  all 
that  in  every  lunatic  asylum  in  this 
country  there  were  a  certain  number  of 
cases  which  had  found  their  way  there 
through  early  neglect  of  the  condition  of 
fatigue  of  the  human  head.  If  a  child 
never  digested  its  food  properly  for  want 
of  mastication,  a  state  of  things  was  set  up 
which  ended  in  attrition  of  the  digestive 
powers  of  the  human  body,  and  if  the 
child  happened  to  possess  a  weakly  body, 
general  weakness  set  in  which  told  on 
the  human  brain,  and  eventually  under 
very  small  pressure  the  mind  of  that 
person  gave  way  and  a  certain  number 
of  cases  went  from  those  causes  to 
increase  the  melancholy  total,  which  was 
increasing  year  by  year,  ot  those  who 
were  inmates  of  lunatic  asylums.  There 
was  no  matter  which  ought  to  attract, 
in  connection  with  this  matter  of  the 
health  of  the  children  which  had  been 
raised  in  the  very  interesting  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  attention 
of  the  managers  of  the  schools,  difficult 
as  the  matter  was,  more  strongly  than 
to  try  to  arrange  that  there  should  be 
from  time  to  time  a  medical  inspection 
of  the  children.  The  Local  Government 
Board  had  already  taken  some  steps  in 
this  direction.  He  knew  it  was  very 
difficult  to  proceed  in  this  matter,  because 
very  often  these  questions  were  met  with 
ridicule.  He  recollected  a  discussion  at 
a  board  meeting  in  regard  to  a  circular 
upon  this  subject  from  the  Department 
concerned,  and  a  most  excellent  farmer 
he  knew  said  in  regard  to  it,  "What 
nonsense  all  this  is.  If  Providence 
intended  a  child  to  have  good  teeth  the 
child  would  have  them,  and  if  Providence 
intended  him  to  have  bad  teeth  he  would 
have  them;  and  it  was  very  absurd  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  to  try  and 
interfere  in  these  matters."  He  hoped 
that  those  County  Councils  which  had 
taken  the  Vise  step  of  appointing  County 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  would  organise 
a  regular  system  of  inspection  of  the 
schools  in  regard  to  all  these  matters, 
and  in  that  way  he  believed  they 
would  ultimately  bring  up  the  standard 
of  the  health  of  the  population. 
Then  they  would  not  hear  so  much  about 


the  deterioration  of  our  population. 
What  they  heard  in  regard  to  that  matter 
the  other  day  might  be  true  or  untrue ; 
they  were  awaiting  inquiry  as  to  whether 
there  was  anything  in  the  long  and 
alarming  tale.  He  believed  there  was 
unfortunately  too  much  foundation  for  it 
in  many  cases,  whether  the  whole  of  the 
tale  was  true  or  not  It  was  perfectly 
certain  that  there  were  many  evils  arising 
from  remediable  causes,  and  if  they  were 
able  from  the  earliest  age  to  have  a  thorough 
medical  inspection  of  the  children,  to 
take  some  steps,  difficult  as  it  was  in 
crowded  towns,  to  organise  a  system  of 
school  meals,  and  to  take  steps  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  good  ventilation  in 
the  schools,  he  believed  that  in  another 
generation  they  should  hear  less  of  the 
deterioration  of  the  population,  whether 
in  town  or  country. 

He  heard  with  great  satisfaction  what 
fell  from  the  hon.  Gentleman  in  regard  to 
the  probationers  and  pupil  teachers.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  include  in  his  good 
intentions  the  class  of  monitors,  but  it 
was  quite  certain  that  if  they  once 
touched  the  question  of  probationers  and 
pupil  teachers  the  position  of  monitors 
must  very  soon  be  affected.  He  under- 
stood the  hon.  Gentleman  to  wish  that 
the  pupil  teachers'  centres  should  be  not 
discontinued,  but  continued  in  connection 
with  secondary  schools  as  much  as 
possible,  and  that  the  pupil  teacher  should 
as  far  as  possible  be  brought  within  the 
purview  of  an  established  system  of 
secondary  education.  He  was  exceedingly 
glad  to  hear  that,  especially  because  in 
the  county  with  which  he  had  most  to 
do  they  had  during  the  past  two  years 
gradually  introduced  a  system  of  that 
kind.  They  had  succeeded  under  the 
Technical  Education  Acts  in  setting  up 
an  almost  complete  system  of  secondary 
schools,  and  they  had  brought  almost  all 
the  pupil  teachers  into  direct  connection 
with  these  secondary  schools.  That 
had  been  done  with  the  full  approbation 
of  the  Department  Inspector,  Mr.  Currie. 
If  that  system  could  be  generally  adopted 
he  believed  they  should  rapidly  see  a 
very  great  im  provement  in  the  condition 
of  pupil  teachers.  If  in  addition  to  that 
it  was  possible  to  bring  the  pupil 
teacher,  when  he  was  undergoing  his 
training,  into  University  Colleges  in  the 
manner  which  had  been  suggested,  and 
to   diminish     as   much  as  possible   his 
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training  in.  special  colleges  where  he 
found  thi  same  kind  of  people  as 
himself,  and  did  not  get  the  advantage 
of  wider  society  and  more  mixed  and 
general  ideas,  he  believed  they  would 
be  on  the  road  to  establishing  a  really 
good  system  of  training  for  teachers. 
He  saw  no  good  reason  why  it  should 
not  be  done.  University  Colleges  were 
growing  up  in  almost  every  part  of 
England.  The  Eastern  Counties  had  been 
mentioned  as  being  rather  unfortunately 
situated  in  that  respect,  and  the  sugges- 
tion was  made  that  the  great  borough 
of  Norwich  should  be  encouraged  to  form 
a  University  College.  He  was  not  saying 
a  word  against  that,  but  he  would 
remind  the  Committee  that  East  Anglia 
was  not  far  from  Cambridge,  and. 
therefore,  for  all  practical  purposes,  East 
Anglia  was  already  supplied  with 
University  Colleges  in  those  institutions 
which  had  been  set  up  under  the 
control  of  the  University  with  most 
excellent  results  with  regard  to  the 
training  of  teachers. 

An  observation  fell  from  the  hon. 
Gentleman  which  had  led  to  some 
discussion  in  regard  to  the  great 
necessity  of  taking  care  that,  in  the 
enthusiasm  which  had  now  set  in 
for  scientific  education,  they  should  not 
rush  into  the  opposite  extreme  of  the 
dangers  they  desired  to  avoid,  and 
forget  the  importance  of  literary  training. 
Formerly  literary  training  had  it  all  its 
own  way.  In  the  days  when  the 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education  and 
himself  were  receiving  their  education 
they  never  had  a  chance  of  receiving 
any  scientific  education,  even  if  they  had 
desired  to  have  it.  Now  there  was 
perhaps  a  danger  a  little  the  other  way, 
and  some  of  those  new  secondary  schools 
were  perhaps  driving  the  scientific  side 
of  their  education  a  little  too  hard  at  the 
expense  of  literary  subjects.  He  had 
often  had  the  advantage  not  only  of 
reading  but  of  hearing  opinions  of  Dr. 
Bell,  who  was  now  retiring  from  Marl- 
borough College.  He  was  universally 
admitted  to  be  one  of  the  greatest 
educational  authorities  in  this  country. 
He  heard  him  the  other  day  speak- 1 
ing  of  the  very  great  importance 
of  County  Councils  taking  care  in 
appointing  directors,  or  secondary  educa- 
tion Committees,  to  bear  in   mind   the  ' 

JsOrd  Edmund  Fitzmaurice. 


claims  of  literary  training  as  well  as 
scientific  training,  because  he  foresaw 
that  just  as  in  former  years  scientific 
education  was  unduly  pushed  aside  in 
favour  of  literary  education,  so  there  was 
a  dancer  now  of  literary  education  being 
pushea  aside  in  favour  of  scientific  educa- 
tion alone.  When  some  Supplementary 
Estimates  were  before  the  Committee 
during  the  present  session  he  raised  the 
point  whether  it  would  be  possible  out  of 
the  Votes  proposed  to  Parliament,  for 
secondary  schools  formed  by  companies 
which  paid  dividends  of  4  or  5  per  cent., 
to  receive  grants.  He  said  at  the  time  it 
appeared  to  him  to  raise  a  very  large 
question,  because  although  the  dividend 
might  be  only  4  or  5  per  cent.,  it  was  not 
an  unnatural  question  for  the  taxpayer  to 
ask  whether  it  was  right  and  proper  that 
moneys  voted  by  Parliament  should  be 
used  in  paying  the  dividends  of  public 
companies.  There  was  a  venture  of  that 
kind  on  foot,  not  in  his  own  county,  but 
the  neighbouring  county,  where  expecta- 
tions were  put  forward  and  formed  on 
Government  grants  being  received.  He 
indicated  then  that  he  disapproved  of  the 
plan,  and  stated  that  he  was  anxious  to 
know  how  the  matter  stood.  In  the 
I  interest  of  the  promoters  of  the  company 
it  was  right  that  they  should  know.  He 
understood  from  the  hon.  Gentleman  that 
such  a  vote  of  public  money  would  not 
be  possible  to  schools  promoted  by  com- 
panies, and  it  was  stated  that  none  of  the 
money  then  asked  in  the  shape  of  an 
Estimate  would  be  devoted  to  that  pur- 
pose or  in  that  way.  He  himself  felt 
that  the  Supplementary  Estimate  was  not 
affected  by  the  question  he  raised.  Ho 
was  anxious  to  know  what  was  the  policy 
of  the  Government,  and  the  impression 
left  upon  him  by  the  answer  he  received 
was  that  it  was  not  proposed  to  use 
public  money  in  this  manner.  Now  he 
found  from  a  document  which  had 
been  issued  that  it  was  distinctly 
J  laid  down  that  companies  of  this  kind 
paying  dividends  of  4  or  5  per  cent, 
were  to  be  able  to  receive  capitation 
grants  and  teaching  grants  *  from  the 
Education  Department.  If  that  was  so 
he  hoped  the  Committee  might  have 
a  clear  statement  why  it  was  so,  and 
whether  the  Government  had  really 
foreseen  the  difficult  and  awkward 
questions  ^ich  mi8ht  P°8sibly  be 
rais^j  •     ,«ottnection  w^  tn*8  m*tter^ 
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work.  He  was  quite  sure  that  that 
was  not  the  intention  of  his  hon.  friend, 
but  he  was  equally  clear  that  that  was 
the  result  in  many  cases.  There  was  an 
immense  number  of  parents  who  had 
no  pronounced  objection  to  the  religious 
education  of  their  children,  but  who 
did  not  like  to  pay  so  much  per  week  for 
it,  and  the  children  suffered.  As  had 
been  pointed  out  by  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Cambridge  University,  very 
many  of  the  children  were  unfit  to  receive 
any  instruction,  moral  or  mental.  That 
was  very  often  caused  by  their  being  kept 
at  work  up  to  eight  in  the  morning  ;  but 
now,  under  the  new  by-law,  they  could 
be  kept  at  work  blacking  boots  or  doing 

receive  the » otner  work  till  nine.  He  was  quite 
vear    and    certam  tnat  when  the  Churchmen  of  the 

be  discon-  j  <™ntry  came  to  learn  of  this  new  by-law 

they    would    say    that    they  had  been 

;  wounded  in  the  house  of  their  friends. 

i?TT7\f  ATTmni?  •  ^e  was  I1"*6  8ure  ^at  ^  would  bave  a 
FITZMAUKILE    disastrous  effect  on  the  religious  teaching 


♦Sib  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  he  should 
like  to  reply  at  once  to  what  had  fallen 
from  the  noble  Lord  in  his  concluding 
sentences.  He  did  not  think  the  noble 
Lord  was  in  the  House  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  statement  he  made.  He 
certainly  intended  to  apologise  to  him 
for  having  unintentionally  misled  him 
in  the  debate  which  took  place  in 
February  last.  He  was  then  under  the 
impression  that  the  grants  hitherto 
made  to  those  company  schools  were 
to  be  discontinued  this  summer,  and 
that  none  of  the  money  vot*d  by  Parlia- 
ment would  be  received  by  them.  He 
stated  in  his  speech  just  now  that  the 
Treasury  had  considered  that  these 
schools  should  continue  to 
grants  until  August  next 
that  after  that  they  should 
tinued. 

Lord     EDMUND 


said  he  was  sorry  he  was  not  in  the 
House  at  the  moment  that  statement 
was  made. 

Mb.  VICARY  GIBBS  (Hertfordshire, 


of  the  children  of  the  country,  and  would 

lead  to    the   impression    that   the   hon. 

Gentleman   was   not   desirous  that    the 

children    should    obtain    that    religious 

,  teaching  which,   he    thought,    they    all 

St.  Albans)  said  the  by-laws    promul-  j  wished    they    should     receive.      Every 

&ated  by  his  hon.  friend  the  Secretary  I  parent  who  found  it  difficult  or  trouble- 


to  the  Education  Department  alarmed 
and  surprised  him  very  much.  He 
believed  his  hon.  friend  did  not  refer  to 
the  matter  in  his  speech.  It  was  for 
good  or  ill  of  so  great  importance  that 
he  thought  it  was  desirable  the  atten- 


some  to  pass  on  his  children  to  school  by 
o'clock  in  the  morning  would  be 


nine 


tempted  to  profess  objection  to  religious 
education,  because  he  could  keep  the 
children  at  work  an  hour  later.  What  a 
barren    gift  it   was  to  the  children  to 


tion  of  the  Committee  should  be  called  '  preserve  to  them  the  voluntary  schools, 
to  it,  and  that  his  hon.  friend  should  '  if  they  were  not  sent  t0  tliem  *or  tne 
have  an  opportunity  of  justifying  his  j  purpose  of  religious  education  !  He 
action  in  the  matter.  Under  the  old 
by-laws  children  who  did  not  attend 
school  for  religious  instruction  were  put 
to  some  secular  work  during  the  time 
religious  instruction  was  being  given. 
Under  the  new  by-laws  those  children 
were  now  permitted  not  to  come  to 
school  until  the  religious  instruction 
had  been  given,  and  the  result  was 
that  they  had  another  hour's  time  free 
from  school  work  which  was  not  pos- 
sessed by  children  whose  parents  desired 
that  they  should  receive  religious  edu- 
cation. It  appeared  to  him  that  it  was 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  bribe  to 
these  poor  people  to  withdraw  their 
children  from  religious  teaching  for  the 
sake  of  the  money  which  they  could 
make  out  of  them  by  sending  them  to 


could  not  understand  what  justification 
there  was  for  this  alteration  of  the  by- 

'  law.  This  matter  was  so  important  that 
he  did  not  consider  that  this  step  should 
have    been   taken  until   the  opinion   of 

!  Parliament  had  been  expressed  upon  it. 

I  He  was  astonished  that  his  hon.  friend 
had  taken  this  step,  and  he  felt  sure  that 

;  there  must  be  some  explanation  for  it 

|  which  had  entirely  escaped  the  notice  of 

j  his  hon.  friend. 

♦Dr.  MACNAMARA  (Camberwell,  N.) 
said  that  from  an  educational  point  of 
view  he  had  listened  with  great  interest 
to  the  extremely  important  and  far-reach- 
ing pronouncement  of  the  Parliamentary 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education.  It 
was  more  important  still  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  evidenced  a  general  desire 
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to  carry    his   ideas  into    practice.     He 
would  not  go  for  the  moment  into  the 
constitution  of  the  schemes  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  had  adumbrated  ;  but  he 
could  only  say  that  it  would  have  been 
of  advantage  if  the  July  mood  of  the 
Board    of    Education     had    been    more 
apparent  last  January,      He,   however, 
hoped  that  the  July    mood  would    be 
perpetuated.     He  had  no  doubt  that  the 
Parliamentary  Secretary,   who  had   the 
Board  of  Education  behind  him,  would 
fully  realise  the  enormous  responsibilities 
and  the  enormous  opportunities  which 
the    passage  of  last  year's  Act    would 
place  upon  him.      Last  year's  Act  took 
one  irrevocable    step.      A    good    many 
things  were  in  that  Act  which  would 
probably  be  removed,   but  they  would 
not  go  back  on  that  one  step — the  aboli- 
tion   of  the    system    of    obtaining  the 
education  of    the   children  of   England 
from  charitable  funds.     They  were  now 
irrevocably   fixed    to    the    principle    of 
public     education    from     public    funds. 
That  imposed  an   entirely   new  respon- 
sibility on  the  Board  of  Education.     The 
old   system    of  voluntary   contributions 
meant    that    half  the   children   of    the 
country  went  to  schools,  which,  because 
cf  the  impossibility  of  getting  their  in- 
come  from   charity,   were    manned     by 
teachers  largely  juvenile,  or  by  wholly 
unqualified  adults.     The  classes  were  so 
large  as  to  be  unteachable ;  the  premises 
were    old,   antiquated,   and    insanitary ; 
the  apparatus  was  very  scanty  and  very 
ill-adapted  for  the  purposes  of  education. 
The  getting  away  from   voluntary  con- 
tributions    plainly     involved     that    the 
Board  of  Education  must  recognise  the 
new   state   of    things.      The    Board    of 
Education   had   been    compelled    to    fix 
its  standards  with  regard  to  the  exigen- 
cies  of  the    voluntary    schools.      They 
winked     at    the    shortcomings    of     the 
managers  in  a  way  they  would  not  have 
done  had  the  managers  had  proper  funds 
forthcoming,  and  the  managers  did  not 
carry  out   even    the   meagre  obligations 
imposed   upon   them   by   the   Board    of 
Education.     However,  they  were  now  at 
the   beginning   of   a  new   era  in    public 
education   as   a   public   charge;  and   all 
the     old     shortcomings    consequent    on 
charitable  contributions  had  disappeared. 
The  cardinal  feature  was  for  the  Board 
of  Education  to  revise  all  its  standards 
with  discretion,  and  get  away  from  the 
old  system.      The  Act  of  last  year  had 
Dr.  Macnarmra. 


initiated  this  great  reform,  but  it  had 
been  accompanied  by  very  great  irrita- 
tion in  the  country  which  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  schemes  referred  to  by 
the  Parliamentary  Secretary.  That  irri- 
tation did  not  appear  to  be  disappearing, 
and  it  was  accompanied  by  a  great  con- 
troversy. He  thought  that  irritation 
was  entirely  justified,  because,  in  putting 
the  voluntary  schools  on  the  rates  the 
public  did  not  get  complete  control  of 
these  schools.  Charitable  contributions 
might  have  justified  the  imposition  of  a 
test  on  the  head  teachers  over  and 
al)ove  that  imposed  by  public  authority, 
but  he  denied  the  right  of  a  private 
agency  to  claim  to  superimpose  a  de- 
nominational test  on  20,000  out  of  30,000 
head  teachers  supported  as  they  now  were 
exclusively  by  public  funds.  The  irrita- 
tion would  be  maintained,  and  it  seemed 
to  him  that  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the 
Liberal  Party  to  remove  the  short- 
comings to  which  he  had  referred. 
Politicians  would  fight  this  out  in  the 
country,  and  they  would  see  with  what 
result;  but  the  Board  of  Education 
should  recognise  that  they  had  embarked 
on  a  new  era. 

He  thought  that  the  speech  of  the 
Parliamentary  Secretary  justified  the  hope 
that  the  Board  of  Education,  through  Mr. 
Morant  and  the  exertions  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Secretary,  would  do  much  to  im- 
prove elementary  education  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land ; 
for  they  could  not  improve  the  higher 
education  unless  they  had  a  sound  founda- 
tion of  elementary  education  on  which  to 
rest.  He  thought  that  the  speech  of  the 
Parliamentary  Secretary  was  a  most 
happy  augury  for  the  future,  and  that 
the  remarkable  series  of  documents  issued 
from  the  Board  of  Education  within  the 
last  forty-eight  hours  justified  the 
expectation  in  which  he  had  indulged. 
Reference  had  been  made  to  one  of  these 
documents — that  relating  to  the  training 
of  pupil  teachers.  He  considered  that 
that  was  the  most  admirable  educational 
monograph  he  had  ever  read ;  and  that 
when  put  into  operation,  as  he  had  no 
doubt  it  would  soon  be,  the  effect  of  it  on 
the  training  of  young  people  who  were 
to  become  pupil  teachers  could  not  be 
over-estimated.  They  would  in  the  first 
instance  have,  from  the  age  of  from 
thirteen  to  fifteen,  to  go  into  higher 
elementary  schools  ;  then  they  were  not 
to  be  apprenticed  till  fifteen  in  the   rural 
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districts  and  sixteen  in  the  towns,  though 
he  did  not  understand  the  reasons  for  this 
•discrimination.  He  never  understood  that 
the  rural  children  were  more  precocious 
than  the  town  children.  Next,  after 
.apprenticeship  they  must  not  work  more 
than  half-time  as  teachers.  All  this  would 
make  an  enormous  change  in  the  condition 
of  the  training  of  a  great  many  of  the 
teachers  of  the  country,  and  it  need  not 
be  feared  that  it  was  a  very  drastic 
-change.  The  Committee  over  which  the 
Kev.  Mr.  Sharpe  presided  recommended 
-all  these  reforms  in  1898,  and  every  one 
-of  them  was  to  come  into  operation  in 
1900.  Some  of  them  were  not  to  come 
into  operation  till  1904,  and  a  certain 
number  in  1905,  so  that  there  need  be  no 
anxiety  that  the  changes  were  too 
•drastic  or  too  hurried.  A  good  many 
of  the  great  School  Boards  had  carried 
out  these  proposals  years  ago,  and  he 
himself  had  nad  the  opportunity,  as 
Chairman  of  the  Pupil  Teachers'  Com- 
mittee and  the  London  School  Board, 
of  carrying  many  of  them  out.  There 
was  therefore  no  head  long  speed  on 
the  part  of  the  Board  of  Education. 
He  wanted  to  appeal  to  the  Parlia- 
mentary Secretary  not  to  stop  here,  but 
that  after  having  laid  down  the  founda- 
tions he  should  see  that  public  education 
at  the  public  charge  would  go  forward. 

Other  reforms  would  have  to  follow. 
There  were  employed  in  the  day  schools 
teachers  under  Article  68  who  were  over 
eighteen  years  of  age,  and  who  need  have 
necessarily  no  other  qualification  what- 
ever. There  were  at  the  present  time 
18,000  of  those  teachers  in  the  elementary 
schools,  14,000  being  in  denominational 
schools.  Their  existence  had  never  been 
justified  except  on   the  ground   of    the 

goverty  of  the  voluntary  system.  Mr. 
harpe's  Committee  in  1898  recommended 
that  if  between  1898  and  1900  new 
■appointments  were  made  under  Article  68 
some  education  qualification  should  be 
submitted.  That  was  a  very  reasonable 
and  moderate  request.  The  Committee 
also  recommended  that  from  1900  those 
appointments  should  cease,  but  nothing 
whatever  had  been  done.  With  the  great 
change  of  last  year,  the  argument  of  the 
poverty  of  the  denominational  system 
disappeared.  Surely,  therefore,  he  would 
not  appeal  in  vain  when  he  asked  that  in 
next  year's  Code  notice  should  be  given 
that  after  a  certain  date  there  would  be 


no  further  appointments  to  the  office  of 
Article  68  teachers.  They  could  not  get 
rid  of  the  18,000  teachers  who  were  now 
employed  ;  but  he  thought  it  was  fair  and 
reasonable  to  ask  that  after,  say,  1905 
there  should  be  no  further  appointments 
to  this  office.  Then  there  was  the  old 
standard  requirement,  which  was  perhaps 
the  most  vital  of  all,  apart  from  the  im- 
portant question  of  the  condition  of  the 
children  to  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  referred  sympathetically. 
That  was  the  standard— laid  down  by  the 
Government  again  because  of  the 
exigencies  of  the  denominational  system 
— as  to  the  number  of  children  each 
teacher  should  teach  in  an  elementary 
school.  In  no  country  in  the  world  were 
the  classes  so  unteachably  large,  and 
the  standard  was  admittedly  founded  on 
the  exigencies  of  a  system  which  had 
now  disappeared.  The  head  teacher,  no 
matter  how  much  he  might  have  to  do 
in  the  way  of  organisation  and  super- 
vision, was  personally  responsible  for 
the  teaching  of  fifty  children  in  average 
attendance,  which  might  mean  seventy- 
five  different  children.  The  certificated 
assistant  teacher  was  responsible  for 
the  teaching  of  sixty  children  in  average 
attendance,  or  perhaps  eighty  different 
children;  the  head  pupil  teacher  for 
forty-five  children  in  average  attendance, 
or  perhaps  sixty  children;  and  each 
pupil-teacher  for  thirty  children  in 
average  attendance,  or  perhaps  forty- five 
or  fifty  children.  The  Committee  would 
be  glad  to  know  that  the  monitor  had 
disappeared.  (Sir  J.  Gorst  dissented.) 
If  the  late  Vice-President  had  studied 
the  Education  Code  he  would  see  that 
monitors  were  not  included. 

Sir  JOHN  GORST  said  the  monitors 
did  not  exist  in  the  Education  Code; 
but  they  still  existed  in  the  flesh. 

*Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  he  was  dealing 
with  teachers  recognised  by  the  Board 
of  Education.  Monitors  were  not  recog- 
nised, and  therefore  they  did  not  offi- 
cially exist.  The  number  of  children  to  be 
taught  by  each  teacher  was  fixed  with 
regard  to  the  poverty  of  half  of  the 
schools  of  the  country  ;  and  he  appealed 
to  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion to  give  some  indication  of  his  views 
as  to  whether  the  number  should  not  be 
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substantially  reduced.  Nothing  like  it 
existed  in  any  civilised  system  of  which 
he  was  aware.  In  no  other  country  were 
there  classes  of  sixty  or  seventy  children 
in  the  elementary  schools ;  and  the 
standard  was  fixed  because  of  the 
difficulty  of  maintaining  schools  by 
charitable  contributions.  All  that  had 
now  disappeared;  and  he  claimed  that 
those  large  classes  should  be  materially 
reduced  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

He  deplored  very  much  indeed  the  con- 
troversy which  had  arisen  in  the  country 
in  connection  with  the  Act  of  last  year. 
He  thought,  however,  that  that  con- 
troversy and  the  irritation  it  caused  were 
entirely  justified  because  of  the  failure 
of  the  Act  to  submit  rate-aided  denomi- 
national schools  to  full  control,  and  to 
free  public  servants,  entirely  paid  from 
public  funds,  from  denominational  tests. 
There  again  he  thought  the  Board  of 
Education,  and  especially  the  Parlia- 
mentary Secretary,  might,  by  by-laws 
such  as  that  of  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  St.  Albans  Division  spoke  so  dis- 
paragingly, do  a  great  deal  to  soften  the 
asperity  and  remove  the  bitterness 
occasioned  by  the  Act  of  last  y  ar.  The 
by-law  of  which  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
St.  Albans  Division  complained  was,  in 
his  opinion,  one  of  the  most  important 
that  had  been  issued  by  the  Board  of 
Education  for  fifty  years,  and  was 
pregnant  with  issues  of  the  most  far- 
reaching  character.  In  the  past 
if  a  parent  desired  his  child  not  to  attend 
religious  instruction  the  child  had  to 
attend  school  nevertheless ;  and  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  school  authorities  to 
provide  secular  education  for  him  in 
another  room  during  religious  instruc- 
tion. The  old  by-law  was  in  contraven- 
tion, in  his  humble  opinion,  of  Section  7 
of  the  Act  of  1870.  The  new  bylaw 
was,  however,  an  absolutely  correct  in- 
terpretation of  jthat  section.  The  new 
by-law  stated  that  the  time  during 
which  every  child  should  attend  school 
should  be  the  whole  time  in  which  the 
school  should  be  open  for  instruction, 
provided  that  where  the  parent  had 
notified  the  managers  in  writing  of  his 
intention  to  withdraw  his  child  from 
instruction  in  religious  subjects,  such 
time  should  be  the  whole  time  for  which 
the  school  should  be  open  for  secular  in- 
struction only.  The  child  need  not  come 
to  the  school  until  the  time  for  secular 

Dr.  Macnamara. 


instruction  began.  He  did  not  know 
anything  that  could  be  of  greater  im- 
portance in  its  effect  on  the  working  of 
elementary  schools  than  the  new  by-law. 
What  would  happen]  In  the  first 
place,  Nonconformists,  especially  in  the 
villages,  would  withdraw  their  children 
generally.  They  were  already  taking 
steps  to  have  what  was  called  "a 
national  withdrawal  "  from  religious  in- 
struction in  the  Church  schools.  The 
Church  people  would  also  at  once  avail 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  with- 
draw their  children  from  religious  instruc- 
tion in  the  Board  schools,  so  that  they 
might  receive  religious  instruction  else- 
where. Indeed,  the  Church  Times  recom- 
mended that  as  an  enormous  boon 
to  Church  people.  But  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  St.  Albans  Di- 
vision did  refer  to  an  exceed- 
ingly important  p  *ase  of  the  matter  ; 
and  that  was  that  when  the 
by-law  was  generally  known,  there  was- 
not  a  shadow  of  a  doubt  of  wh  t  would 
happen.  After  fifty  years  of  bitter  agita- 
tion, and  through  a  mere  by-law,  the 
public  elementary  schools  of  this  country 
might  be  secularised.  When  the  by-law 
became  known  people  would  sayr  "  Very 
well.  I  will  keep  my  child  at  home  until 
the  time  for  secular  instruction  begins." 
It  was  not  a  matter  for  the  Committee ; 
it  was  the  inalienable  right  of  the 
parents.  The  only  fear  he  had  was  that 
it  would  seriously  dislocate  the  whole 
work  of  the  school,  without  any  ade- 
quate reason.  Clearly,  in  the  case  of 
provided  schools  the  local  authority 
would  have  the  right  of  saying  that  the 
religious  instruction  should  be  given  at 
the  end  of  the  sitting.  He  wished  to 
know  whether  the  local  authority  would 
also  be  entitled  to  say,  as  a  condition  of 
giving  aid  to  a  denominational  school, 
that  the  religious  instruction  should  be 
given  in  that  school  at  the  end  instead 
of  the  beginning  of  a  sitting,  in  order 
that  the  work  of  the  school  might  not 
be  dislocated.  He  was  afraid  that  the 
new  by  law  would  dislocate  the  working 
of  the  school;  but  he  could  not  help 
th;it.  it  would  also  do  two  other  things. 
The  raison  d'etre  of  the  special  form  of 
management  for  denominational  schools 
would  disappear.  There  would  be  no- 
longer  any  reason  for  it.  There  would 
be  every    form  of  liberty  and   religious 
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instruction  that  was  wanted.  The  children  '  thirty  years.  The  teachers  of  those  schools 
could  be  withdrawn,  or  sent  elsewhere,  which  were  retransferred  would  be  in  a 
or  kept  at  home ;  and  they  would  get '  most  serious  position ;  they  had  been 
rid  of  what  would  be  a  thorny  problem  !  appointed  as  to  a  Board  school  without 
in  this  House  some  day — viz.,  the  system  [  regard  to  what  might  be  their  religious 
of  management  given  to  denominational !  belief,  and  the  result  to  them  would  be 
schools  under  the  Act  of  last  year.  The  ,  that  directly  the  schools  were  handed 
by-law  would  do  something  else.  When  .  back  to  the  managers  the  teachers  would 
they  had  perfect  liberty,  what  was  the  \  or  might  be  dismissed  on  the  ground  ot 
raison  iVetre  for  imposing  denominational ,  religious  incompatibility,  and  there  was 
tests  on  teachers  ?  That  would  have  to  I  no  appeai  for  8UCn  a  dismissal.  The  hon. 
disappear;  and  then  they  would  be  on  Member  then  drew  attention  to  the 
the  only  solid  foundation  on  which  they  I  0pinions  expressed  by  the  Secretary  to 


rest,  namely,  that  when  a  public 
servant  was  paid  out  of  public  funds  they 
had  no  right  to  superimpose  any  test 
upon  him  other  than  the  qualification 
demanded  by  the  public  authority.     He 


the  Board  of  Education,  and  the  Prime 
Minister  in  the  course  of  the  discussion 
before  the  Act  of  1902  was  passed,  and 
said  he  took  it,  and  he  hoped  he  was 
foresaw  dislocation  and  difficulty;  but  j  JSf*  J*  doing  s^  that  every  legitimate 
he  thought  it  could  be  met  if  the  religious  '  *fficu1^  w°u  d  ta  ?}™f  m  th«  wa?  ? 
instruction  were  given  at  the  end  of  the  £e  ^transference  of  these  schools.  If 
sitting.  That  would  be  a  very  good  ^here  wa*. to  *  a  transfer  back  to  the 
way  out  of  the  very  difficult  problem  \  denominational  managers,  then  the 
created  by  the  Act  of  last  vear.     The  '  8cho°I  transferred  must  be  treated 


new  by-law  was  a  proper  interpretation  j 
of  Section  7  of  the  Act  of  1870,  which  j 
the  old  by-law  was  not. 

There   was    one  other  matter,   which  , 
was      of      such     supreme      importance 
that  he  was  justified   in  calling  atten- 
tion    to    it.      During     the    thirty-three 
years  of  the  dual  system  a  great  many 
Church     managers     found     themselves 
unable    to    continue    their    schools,    as 
they     were     responsible     in     part     for 
their  maintenance,  and  they  relinquished  j 
them,   he    should    say  to    the    number 
of   thousands   throughout    the    country.  ', 
In     London    354    Church    and    other 


as  a 
new  school,  and  all  the  forms  for  the 
opening  of  new  schools  must  be  complied 
with.  If  that  was  admitted,  then  the 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  a  retransference 
would  be  multiplied,  and  he  thought  it 
only  right  that  they  should  be,  because 
he  did  not  think  it  right  that  a  school 
which  had  for  over  twenty  years  been  a 
Board  school  should  be  transferred  back 
to  Denominationalism. 

Mr.  CRIPPS  (Lancashire,  Stretford) 
thought  the  hon.  Member  was  raising 
an  imaginary  difficulty  in  the  matter 
of  these  retransfers.  The  Act  of  last 
denominational  schools  had  been  trans- 1  year  provided  guarantees  in  the  event 
ferred  to  the  School  Board*  but  Section  I  of  such  retransfers  taking  place,  and  he 
24  of  the  Act  of  1870,  which  was  not  \  hoped  that,  while  the  Department  saw 
repealed  by  the  Act  of  last  year,  provided,  that  these  were  complied  with,  they 
if  the  managers  could  find  the  money  to  i  would  not  put  unreasonable  difficulties 
maintain  them,  for  the  transfer  back  of  \  in  the  way.  One  of  the  most  im- 
these  schools  to  the  denominational  i  portant  parts  of  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
managers,  if  two-thirds  of  the  School j  Member  was  that  in  which  he  dealt 
Board  agreed  to  that  course  being j  with  the  operation  of  the  Act  of  last 
adopted.  That  being  so,  a  very  serious  year.  The  hon.  Member  recognised 
situation  was  now  created,  because  under  !  that  the  Act  of  last  year  operated  in  the 

direction  of  a  great  educational  reform. 
He  quite  agreed,  and  the  Parliamentary 
Secretary  fully  recognised  the  fact,  that 
following  on  that  great  reform  we 
ought  to  have  other  incidental  reforms 
in  order  that  the  children  of  this 
country  should  get  the  full  benefit  of 
this  the  greatest  educational  reform  we 
had   had  since   1870.      There  was    one 


the  new  Act  there  was  no  responsibility 
on  the  managers  for  maintenance,  and 
only  a  very  small  responsibility  for  the 
upkeep  and  structural  alterations,  and 
now  that  the  responsibility  for  mainten- 
ance had  disappeared,  applications  would 
be  made  on  all  sides  for  the  retransference 
of  these  schools  which  had  been  practi- 
cally Board  schools  for  the  last  twenty  or 
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reference  to  the  Act  of  last  session  to 
which  he  could  not  agree.  He  could 
not  agree  with  the  hon.  Member  opposite 
as  to  the  irritation  which  had  been 
aroused  in  some  parts  of  the  country 
with  reference  to  the  payment  of  th< 
the  education  rate.  He  did  not 
see  why  there  should  be  more 
irritation  over  paying  rates  for  these 
denominational  purposes  than  in  paying 
taxes  for  the  same  purposes,  and  he 
said  this  in  full  recognition  of  the  fact 
that  in  his  view  no  rates  at  all  should  be 
used  for  educational  matters.  He  had 
always  urged  that  a  national  expen- 
diture should  be  met  out  of  the  national 
Exchequer.  It  was  grossly  unfair  to 
put  an  additional  expense  on  one-third 
of  the  wealth  of  this  country  and  allow 
two- thirds  to  be  allowed  to  go  free  in 
respect  of  the  expenditure  of  what  was 
a  national  system  of  education.  The 
people  who  were  raising  this  question 
under  the  plea  of  "  passive  resistance  " 
referred  to  the  rates  because  they 
thought  that  payment  from  the  rates 
was  in  itself  unpopular,  and  that,  being 
unpopular,  a  demand  of  that  kind  lent 
itself  very  readily  to  prejudice.  Apart 
from  prejudice,  he  could  not  imagine 
for  one  moment  how  any  one  who 
claimed  to  be  interested  in  education 
could  take  part  in  a  movement  which  put 
obstruction  in  the  way  of  carrying  out 
what  the  hon.  Member  opposite  had 
acknowledged  to  be  a  great  educational 
reform. 

As  to  the  by-law,  he  thought  they 
might  exaggerate  its  importance,  but 
if  it  meant  what  the  hon.  Member  for 
Camberwell  said  it  meant,  then  they 
could  not  have  a  worse  by-law,  or  one 
more  out  of  harmony  with  the  true 
meaning  of  the  Education  Act  of  last 
year.  The  hon.  Member  for  Camber- 
well  supported  the  by-law,  and  said  he 
thought  it  would  have  the  effect  of 
secularising  the  education  of  this 
country.  If  a  by-law  had  been  pro- 
mulgated which  would  have  the 
incidental  effect  of  secularising  the 
education  of  this  country,  that  by-law 
should  not  be  allowed  to  stand  for  one 
moment.  The  question  of  the  seculari- 
sation of  education  was  threshed  out 
last  year,  and  he  thought  he  might  say 
that,  although  there  were  different  views 
of  denominational  education,  and  how  [ 
Mr.  Cripps. 


the  svstem  of  denominational  education 
should  be  constituted,  there  was  almost 
a  consensus   of  opinion   that  sufficient 
religious  provision  should  be  made  for 
all    children   whose  parents   desired    to 
take    advantage    of    it.      It    would    be 
deplorable    if,  by    a  side-wind,    all   the 
work  they  undertook  last  year  in  order 
•to  preserve   religious   education  to  the 
children  should  be  destroyed.    Nothing 
I  could    be    more     improper ;      nothing 
I  would  be  more  likely  to  subvert  the  real 
|  intention  of  Parliament  than  the  passing 
of    a    by-law   of    which    the    tendency 
would    be    to   do    away    with  denomi- 
I  national  schools,   and   with  those  tests 
which  a  majority  of  that  House  thought 
were  right,  in  order  to  ensure  that  they 
should   have  -the     particular    form    of 
denominational  education  they  required. 
He  asked    the  Parliamentary  Secretary 
whether  he  agreed  with    the  view  that 
the  effect  of    this  by-law    would  be  to 
secularise     education,    to    weaken    the 
denominational  schools,  and  to  take  away 
the  necessity  of  having  denominational 
masters.     If  that  was  the  view   of    the 
Parliamentary  Secretary,  he  would  take 
every  legitimate  step  to  get  that  by-law 
cancelled,  because  it  would  be  entirely 
inconsistent    with    the    action    of    the 
House   last  year,   and  with   the   views 
of  those  who  desired  religious  education, 
of  whatever  denomination  they  might  be. 
As     to    the    remarks   of     the     hon. 
Baronet  with  regard  to  schemes,  every- 
body would  admit  that  he  had  taken  a 
proper  attitude  in  allowing  local  author- 
ities to  make  their  own  schemes  so  far 
as  they  conformed  to  the  main  principles 
of  the  Act  and  did  not  purport  to  bind 
for  all  time  their  successors.     He  agreed 
that  such  guarantees  should  be  provided, 
but,    they    having    been    provided,    the 
local  authorities  ought  to  have,  as  nearly 
as    possible,    freedom.     There   was    not 
only  the  question  of  the  co-ordination  of 
our  various  educational  systems;  there 
was    the    question    of    devolution     as 
between  the  Board  at  Whitehall  and  the 
various  local  authorities,  and  it  would 
defeat  one  of  the  great  objects  of  the 
Act  of  last  year  if  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion in  any  way  unnecessarily  interfered 
with  the  constitution  of  the  local  author- 
ities.   If  the  Board  took  to  interfering 
in  aucv    nutters  instead  of  performing 

their       P61  ^uty  °*  seem8  ^at  ^e  *eve' 
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of    education    was    maintained    in    all  j  year.     There  was  a  provision  in  regard 
parts  of  the  country,  a  severe  blow  would  I  to  these  schools  which  did  not  exist  in 


be  struck  at  the  Act  of  last  year.  There 
were  two  other  matters  to  which  he 
desired  to  refer.    There  was  no  doubt 


connection  with  any  others — viz.,  that  as 
much  as  one  third  of  the  cost  must  be 
found  from  sources  other  than  the  rates 


that  the  small  grammar  schools  were,  in  and  many  of  these  schools  in  recent  years 
many  directions,  going  down  the  hill,  had  had  to  have  recourse  to  their  capital 
Our  system  of  education  was  in  a  con-  j  account  to  comply  with  that  provision, 
dition  of  fluctuation,  and  there  was  The  obligation  was  really  unnecessary, 
more  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  ?nd,  lf  *  were  withdrawn,  it  would  not 
that  fact  than  from  anything  else  in  be  necessary  to  ask  for  either  a  larger 
the  educational  arena.  It  was  exceed-  grant  or  a  larger  payment  from  the 
ingly  dangerous  not  to  have  some  fixed  Guardians  because  sufficient  economies 
idea  in  educational  aims.  The  old  £>uld  be  en>cted  * 'meff  *•  difference 
grammar  schools  did  what  they  could  to  '  *  was  a  serious  matter  that  these  splendid 
f      Al_     f        ,  fc.  r       w  J  ,„   ,1       institutions,  dealing  with  an  unfortunate 

lay   the  foundations  of  a  literary  edu-    ^  rf  ^         g^,  the  wftU 

cation,  but  at  present  they  were  in  a  gi  ,v  ^^  'such  an  *bli  tion  had 
nondescript  position.  To  a  great  extent  wit^ut  reasQ  been  intr^uced  and 
the  old  i.ea  had  baen  given  up,  and  he  h  d  ^  Parliamentary  Secretary 
nothing    definite   put   m  its   place.     A    would  be  able  to  hold  out  h  of  the 

proper  educational  system  oould  not  restriction  being  removed.  Last  year's 
exist  without  some  definite  plan  of  Act  was  a  great  educational  reform,  and 
action.  Children  must  be  given  some-  j  the  nation  fooked  to  the  ^^  of  Educa„ 
thing  which  concentrated  their  attention  |  tl0n  80  to  carry  it  out  as  to  improve  in 
and  presented  difficulties  to  be  overcome,  material  respects  the  education  of  the 
He  did  not  believe  in  the  "  wishy-washy  "  ;  children  of  the  country. 
form  of   education  so   much  in   vogue, 

the  main  principle  of  which  was  to  do  Mr.  YOXALL  (Nottingham,  W.) 
nothing  well,  to  shun  difficulties,  and  to  j  thought  the  hon  and  learned  Member 
get  a  smattering  of  all  sorts  of  knowledge,  had  been  rather  unfair  to  the  hon.  Member 
He  regarded  with  some  alarm  the  for  Camberwell  with  regard  to  the  by* 
tendency,  even  in  the  Universities,  to  law,  and  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
spread  the  educational  net  too  wide,  Camberwell  had  laid  too  much  stress  on 
which  had  the  result  of  allowing  all  the  (  what  would  happen  as  the  result  of  that 
true  elements  of  education  to  escape  in  by-law.  The  by-law  could  not  be 
one  direction  or  another,  while  the  best  adopted  except  by  the  consent  of  a 
system  of  mental  training  was  pushed  majority  of  the  authority,  which  consent 
into  the  background  in  order  that  there  was  not  likely  to  be  given  in  places  other 
might  be  put  lorward  a  large  programme  tnan  where  the  majority,  being  Non- 
which  looked  well  on  paper,  but  which,  conformist,  felt  very  keenly  the  denomina- 
from  an  educational  point  of  view,  was  tional  difficulty  of  their  children  going 
worth  nothing  at  all.  t0  denominational  schools,  or  where  the 

TT  .,  .  -        majority,    being    Anglican,   felt   equally 

He  would  not  go  into  the  question  deepiy  the  difficulty  of  their  children 
of  training  colleges  except  to  say  |  going  to  the  C0linciis>  school8.  In  actual 
that  they  ought  to  be  provided  practice  there  was  no  deep  feeling  with 
for  by  the  State.  If  the  ratepayers  regard  ^  Anglican  children  going  to  the 
were  to  be  expected  to  provide  colleges  i  councils'  schools  and  receiving  unde- 
for  the  training  of  teachers  for  the  ,  nominational  religious  instruction  ;  there- 
benefit  of  the  country  at  large,  there  I  fore,  in  the  greater  part  of  the  country 
would  never  be  a  proper  and  effective  there  would  be  no  attempt  to  put  the 
provision  for  that  most  important  by-law  into  force  to  prevent  the  children 
feature  in  any  educational  system.  He  of  Church  of  England  parents  attending 
hoped  the  State  would  take  thi*  '  the  religious  instruction  in  the  councils' 
matter  in  hand,  and  deal  with  it  schools.  But  in  a  locality  where  there 
properly.  Another  matter  had  reference-  was  a  large  majority  of  Nonconformist 
to  the  cost  of  deaf  and  blind  schools.  At  ,  parents,  who  objected  to  their  children 
present  the  cost  of  these  schools  wa*  receiving  the  admittedly  doctrinal  religious 
very  large,  being  about  £36  per  child  per    instruction  given  in  denominational  schools,. 
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the  by-law  might  be  used  as  a  convenient 
safety-valve,  and  might  bring  about  in 
that  locality  a  condition  of  peace  which 
was  far  from  existing  just  now.  To  that 
extent  the  by-law  would  be  operative, 
and  because  he  believed  it  would  operate 
only  in  those  districts  where  the  difficulty 
was  most  keenlv  felt,  he  heartily  accepted 
and  commended  it.  He  did  not  think  it 
meant  the  secularisation  of  the  instruction 
in  denominational  schools.  With  regard 
to  the  statement  of  the  Parliamentary 
Secretary,  he  thought  as  he  listened  to  it 
that  there  was  an  incongruity  between 
the  speech  (not  only  in  its  matter  but 
also  in  its  tone)  and  what  was  taking 
place  in  educational  circles  outside  the 
House.  It  was  a  speech  of  philosophic 
peace  and  academic  calm;  but  outside 
the  House  they  found  a  condition  which 
was  anything  but  peaceful  or  calm.  He 
should  like  to  take  up  some  of  the 
references  made  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  the  Stretford  Division  in 
respect  to  the  "  passive  resistance  "  move- 
ment. The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
expressed  the  hope  that  no  Member  of 
the  House  would  take  a  part  in  that 
movement.  He  (the  speaker)  had  not 
sanctioned  it,  nor  had  he  taken  any 
part  in  it,  but  he  was  sorry  to  gather 
from  the  hon.  and  learned  Member's 
remarks  that  he  cast  something  like  an 
aspersion  on  the  motives  of  those  who,  in 
different  parts  of  the  country  from  a 
political  and  religious  conscience,  had 
taken  up  this  attitude.  There  was  a 
political  conscience  in  this  matter.  It 
consisted  in  the  time-honoured  English 
belief  that  taxation  and  representation 
should  go  together,  and  that  the  ex- 
penditure of  public  money  should  be 
wholly  under  public  control.  The  other 
part  of  the  contention  consisted 
in  the  belief  that  it  was  morally 
wrong  to  call  upon  people  to  provide 
money  or  take  an  active  part  in  the 
provision  of  denominational  teaching, 
whether  for  their  own  or  other  children, 
in  which  they  themselves  did  not  believe. 
He  had  been  content  to  wait  for  the 
vindication  of  those  two  principles  until 
what  seemed  to  him  the  more  impor- 
tant principle  had  been  adopted — viz., 
until  the  children  of  the  country  were 
put  in  a  position  of  having  a  thoroughly 
efficient  education.  Now  that  that 
had  been  secured,  he  was  prepared 
henceforth  to  abandon  some  of  the 
Mr.  Yoxall. 


temporary  complacency  with  which  he 
had  regarded  the  infringement  of  the 
principles  he  had  referred  to,  and 
to  labour  for  the  vindication  of  those 
principles.  He  did  not  think  they  would 
have  to  wait  long  for  an  opportunity 
of  vindicating  those  principles.  Where 
public  management  was  given  public 
control  should  accompany  it,  and  wherever 
schools  were  supported  by  public  money 
no  denominational  teaching  of  any  kind 
should  be  given. 

He  listened  with  the  greatest  sympathy 
and  admiration  to  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Baronet  in  which  he  dealt  so  eloquently 
with  the  social  condition  of  the  children 
of  the  country,  but  he  thought  it  would 
be  found  from  the  experience  of  the 
teachers  in  the  country  that  it  was  the 
greatest  exaggeration  to  say  that  in  regard 
to  physique  and  health  the  children  were 
going  backward.  Experience,  so  far  as 
the  teachers  were  concerned,  went  rather 
to  assert  that  with  reference  to  height, 
weight,  sight,  the  condition  of  the  teeth, 
and  well-fed  preparation  before  school,  the 
children  were  improving  and  not  going 
backward,  and  the  present  generation  of 
school  children  were  better  fitted  for  school 
work  than  the  previous  generation. 
He  hoped  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Education  would  not  suppose  that  his 
work  would  be  futile  and  the  amend- 
ments he  proposed  to  make  in  the  admin- 
istration of  his  office  be  rendered  nuga- 
tory until  they  could  obtain  some  means 
of  bringing  the  physical  condition  of  the 
children  up  to  the  ideal.  There  was 
much  to  be  done  before  that  could  be 
reached.  The  defects  would  not  be 
remedied  by  sending  doctors  and  dentists 
to  the  children.  The  great  reason  why 
the  £8,000,000  per  year  was  not  expended 
to  the  l>est  possible  effect  consisted  almost 
entirely  in  the  brevity  of  the  school  life 
of  the  children  and  the  irregularity  of 
their  attendance.  These  were  matters 
which  the  Government  could  remedy  to  a 
very  large  extent  without  waiting  for  the 
slow  growth  of  the  physical  and  mental 
condition  of  the  children  towards  the 
ideal.  He  need  not  tell  the  hon.  Baronet 
that  more  than  fifteen  children  out  of  every 
hundred  were  always  away  from  school; 
that  five  of  those  fifteen  had  no  excuse 
fnr  being  away,  that  nearly  a  million  were 
never  on  the  school  books  at  all,  and  that 
the  nuiflkw  °*  cn^dren  wno  remained  at 

school  £fter  twelve  >'ears  of  a8e  hardly 
tv«»  i.  •  +n  hundreds  of  thousands.  If  the 
went  in™ 
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hon.  Baronet  wished  to  render  thoroughly 
effective  the  money  spent  on  education  he 
must  do  something  by  way  of  legislation 
for  providing  better  means  of  inspection, 
and  of  bringing  pressure  to  bear  on  the 
local  authorities  and  the  magistrates  to 
improve  the  length  of  the  life  of  the  child 
at  school  and  to  secure  its  regular  attend- 
ance. • 

Coming  to  secondary  education  he 
pointed  out  that  the  great  defect  of 
the  system  was  that  it  did  not  make 
adequate  provision  for  the  transfer  of 
the  cleverer  boys  and  girls  in  public 
elementary  schools  to  the  secondary 
schools.  It  was  a  hybrid  system  which 
did  something  for  children  whose  parents 
could  pay  a  high  fee,  but  little  for  those 
whose  parents  could  not  pay  such  fees. 
It  was  said  that  the  old  grammar  school 
was  deteriorating,  and  why  ?  Because 
it  had  ceased  to  fulfil  its  traditional 
function,  and  it  was  attempting  a  dual 
function.  It  had  put  off  its  old  suit  and 
put  on  a  modern  one  which  hardly  fitted 
it.  The  system  adopted  elsewhere  was 
not  to  have  two  sets  of  schools  in  one  and 
the  same  institution,  but  to  set  up  two 
different  schools.  A  German  scholar 
when  he  left  the  purely  elementary  school 
might  pass  either  to  the  science  school  or 
to  the  language  school.  From  the  science 
school  he  could  pass  to  the  higher  science 
school.  If  he  went  to  the  language 
school  he  could  pass  to  the  higher 
language  school  and  then  to  the  Univer- 
sity. There  was  no  attempt  to  put 
under  one  roof  and  one  set  of  teachers 
two  incongruous  kinds  of  secondary  edu- 
cation— the  older  and  the  more  modern 
kind.  He  joined  in  the  hope  expressed 
by  many  hon.  Members  that  something 
would  be  done  to  equalise  the  grants 
given  to  residential  colleges  and  day  train- 
ing colleges.  The  hon.  Baronet  held  out 
the  hope  that  he  might  be  able  to 
announce  something  satisfactory  in  this 
way.  As  to  teachers,  he  thought  the  only 
way  of  increasing  the  supply  would  be  to 
make  their  career  more  attractive.  This 
was  a  matter  which  rested  with  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  Goverment  alone,  to 
remedy. 

Mr.  ERNEST  GRAY  (West  Ham,  N.) 
said  he  had  had  during  the  last  six 
months  considerable  opportunity  of 
watching  what  had  transpired  in  the 
various  counties  and   county  boroughs 
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I  affected  by  the  Education  Act  of  last  year, 
and,  in  particular,  of  noting  the  part 
played  by  the  Board  of  Education,  and 
he  wished  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
complimenting  his  hon.  friend  upon  the 
aptitude  which  he  and  the  officials  of 
his  Department  had  shown  with  regard 
to  that  enactment.    They  had  a  task  of 

I  enormous  difficulty  to  discharge.    They 

I  had  had  to  deal  with  every  administra- 
tive  county  and  borough,  and  a  very 

[large  number  of  urban  districts.     The 

[councils  of  some  of  them  had,  unfor- 
tunately, taken    part    in    the    political 

[agitation  which  marked  the  closing 
months  of  last  year.  But  when  they 
found  themselves  face  to  face  with  the 
Act  they  forgot  the  part  they  took  in 
politics,  and  braced  themselves  up  to 
the  administration  of  the  Act.  There 
was  every  prospect  of  the  Board  of 
Education  falling  into  error,  but,  so  far 
as  he  could  see,  the  Board  had  met  their 
task  without  delay.  They  had  dis- 
charged their  obligations  with  rapidity 

1  and  unvarying  courtesy  in  the  whole  of 
their  dealings,  both  by  official  cor- 
respondence and  the  interviews  which 
they  had  had  with  the  great  educational 
authorities  throughout  the  country.  If 
there  was  one  task  more  difficult  than 
another  it  was  that  of  constituting, 
under  orders  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
the  boards  of  management  for  the 
various  voluntary  schools  of  the  country. 
He  recollected  that  some  years  ago 
Mr.  Acland  remarked  that  any  Minister 
who  attempted    to  touch  trust   deeds 

[  would  be  immediately  brought  to  grief. 
They  had  seen  the  Board  of  Education 
under  the  Act  of  last  year  interfering 
with  the  trust  deeds  of  nearly  every 
voluntary  school  throughout  the  coun- 
try. He  believed  that  at  one  date  they 
had  applications  for   10,000  orders  in 

[  their  hands.  There  was  every  possibility 
of  arousing  suspicion  and  wounding 
the  susceptibilities  of  people  closely 
associated    with   these  schools,  and    he 

I  thought  it  was  a  matter  for  congratula- 
tion that  the  Board  of  Education  had 
managed  to  get  through  this  mass 
of  very  difficult  and  complicated  work 
with  such  a  marked  absence  of  friction. 
He  could  not  help  paying  a  tribute  of 
commendation  to  the  marvellous  energy 
and  great  tact  which  had  been  shown 
H 
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by  Mr.  Morant,  the  permanent  chief  of 
the  Board  of    Education,    in  carrying 
through  this  very  heavy,  complicated, 
and,    he    might    say,    very    dangerous 
task.    The  work  had  been  accomplished 
with  satisfaction  to  the  great  majority 
of  those  who  had  at  the  present  time  to 
take  part  in  the  operations  of  the  Act 
of  last  year.    He  realised  that  there  were 
yet  difficult  places  to  face.    There  were 
a  few  councils  up  and  down  the  country 
led    by   gentlemen    who    had   taken   a 
prominent  part  in  politics  in  years  gone 
by.    For  example,  there  was  Durham 
Council,  with   Mr.  Storey  at  its  head. 
He  was  afraid  that  some  people  were 
thinking  more  of  the  political  position 
than   the  educational   position,  and  in 
many  of  those  cases  the  difficulty  was 
not  yet  met,  but  it  was  postponed.     He 
did  think  it  was  a  remarkable  comment 
on  the  administration  of   the  Act  that 
out   of    about    330    possible  education 
authorities  under  the  Act  of  last  year, 
onlv  about  half-a-dozen  smaller  districts 
had  decided  to  relinquish,  while,  of  the 
remainder,  in   over  200   cases  the  Act 
was  actually  in  operation,  if  not  both  for 
elementary  and  higher  education,  cer- 
tainly for   higher,  and  the  elementary 
would  be   transferred  in  the  course  of 
the   next  few  weeks.    In  many  of  the 
districts  the  whole  of    the  old  Board 
schools  had  come  under  the  control   of 
those  educational  authorities  with  the 
advice  and  assistance  of  the   Board  of 
Education.     That    work   had    been  ac- 
complished   with   marked    smoothness. 
On  the  first  day  possible  some  thirty- 
five  districts  took  advantage  of  the  Act. 
They  were  told  last  year  that  there  was 
not  the  remotest  possibility  of  anyone 
accomplishing  the   task   in    1903,  and 
that  a  few  might  come  into  operation  in 
1904.    One  was  always  interested  in  pro- 
phecies of  that  character  when  they  were 
falsified.     He  thought  it  only  his  duty  to 
bear   this  testimony   to    the   work  ac- 
complished by  the  Board  of  Education. 
He  was  sorry  that  the  various  docu- 
ments dealing  with  the  secondary  schools 
and  other  important  matters    were  not 
issued  until  within  the  last  few  days.     It 
was  practically  impossible  for   any  per- 
son to  obtain  a  sufficient  grip  of  them 
to    intelligently   criticise    the    new    re- 
gulations.   He    should  like   to   say  this 


training    of    teachers.      He    welcomed 
most  cordially  every  clause  of  it.     He 
was  moet  anxious  to  see  the  great  local 
authorities  constituted  under  the  Act  of 
last  year  take  the  permission  which  the 
Board  of  Education  now  gave  them  and 
use  it  to  the   utmost  of  their  power. 
He  was  heartily   glad    that  the  Board 
recognised  the    desirability  of    sending 
persons    who    were    to    become    pupil 
teachers  into  higher  grade  schools   for 
two  or  three  years  before  they  began 
work  as  pupil  teachers.     He  was  sorry 
the  Board  had  not  laid  down  a  definite 
limit  as  to  the  number  of  pupil  teachers 
to  be  employed   in  the  schools.     There 
was  one  phase  of  this  scheme  of  training 
to  which  he  would  invite  the  attention 
of   the  Parliamentary  Secretary.       He 
agreed  with  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
the  Member  for  the  Stretford  Division, 
that    the    charge    for  the   training  of 
teachers  should  never  on  any  considera- 
tion have  been  thrown  on  the  locality. 
If    public    education    was    a     national 
charge,   then    surely   the    training    of 
teachers  was  of  all  phases  of  the  work 
the    most    national    in    its    character. 
Teachers   were    not    trained    to    serve 
only  in  the  county  where   they   were 
trained,  or    to    serve     only    in     this 
country.         They      were     trained     to 
serve  also   in  distant   portions   of    the 
Empire,  and  surely  it  was  absurd  to  throw 
upon  the  county  or  borough  rate  the  cost 
of  training  persons  whose  services  would 
be  rendered   to  the  State  as  a  whole. 
There  was  also  a  very  serious  educational 
disadvantage  under  this  system  to  which 
he  would  venture  to  refer.     The  moment 
they  asked  a  great  county,  or  even   a 
county   borough,   to   build,    equip,    and 
control  a  pupil  teachers'  centre,  and  then 
to  follow  it  up  by  building,  equipping, 
and  controlling  either  an  hostel  in  the 
nearest  University  or  a  training  college 
within   their   own   boundary,    what  did 
they  do  ?    The   local  authority   insisted 
that  none  but  their  own  pupil  teachers 
should   go  into   that  centre.     Anything 
worse   for    education    he    could    hardly 
imagine.     It  had  a  most  narrowing  ten- 
dency upon  the  teachers  themselves,  and 
it  hindered  the  work  of  education  in  the 
schools  they  were   afterwards   called  to 
supervise.      He  would   go  so  far  as  to 
penalise  a  local  authority  that  appointed 
any  teacher  who  had  no  experience  or 


in  regard  to  the  scheme  for  the  better  |  practice  in  any  other  part  of  the  country. 
Mr.  Ernest  Gray. 


225     Supply— Civil  Services  and    {9  July  1903}      Revenue  Depis,  Estimates.      226 


He  hoped  the  Board  of  Education  would 
insist  upon  all  those  training  colleges  and 
hostels  being  open  to  students  from  all 
parts  of  ,the  country.  He  hoped  this 
would  be  done,  because  in  the  first  place 
he  was  anxious  that  the  teachers  should 
be  brought  together  from  different  parts 
of  the  country,  and  be  able  to  compare 
experiences,  and  get  that  rubbing  of 
shoulders  which  would  be  so  beneficial 
when  they  were  distributed  amongst  the 
schools.  He  desired  also  that  the  sym- 
pathy of  the  local  authorities  should  be 
enlisted  in  the  endeavour  to  have  the 
cost  now  borne  by  the  local  rates 
thrown  upon  the  National   Exchequer. 

Reference  had  been  made  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Gam- 
bridge  University  to  the  fact  that  during 
the  past  few  months  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation had  sanctioned  the  erection  of 
inordinately  large  schools.  Such  schools 
had  been  sanctioned  at  Halifax  and 
Leicester.  In  one  case,  he  believed,  a  boys 
And  girls  school  had  been  sanctioned  for 
1 ,200  scholars.  In  his  judgment,  speaking 
as  an  old  teacher,  no  one  person  could 
properly  exercise  supervision  over  that 
number.  In  the  closing  sentences  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet's  speech,  he 
expressed  the  hope  that  some  people 
would  come  forward  to  look  after  those 
children  when  they  were  about  to  con- 
clude their  school  workand  go  out  into  the 
world.  The  German  teacher  had  as  a 
rule  the  advice  of  every  parent  as  to 
what  his  child  was  going  to  do  in  after 
life.  The  German  teacher  secured  by  the 
totter  organisation  of  the  school,  and 
the  small  size  of  the  classes  an  opportu- 
nity of  knowing  something  of  the 
personality,  the  ability,  and  the  bent  of 
■every  scholar  under  his  control.  That 
could  never  be  got  in  those  great 
barrack  institutions  which  the  Board  of 
Education  had  sanctioned.  He  under- 
stood that  the  Board  had  laid  down  a 
rule  that  not  more  than  400  pupils 
should  be  accommodated  in  each  depart- 
ment. Why  was  that  departed  from, 
and  sanction  given  to  1,000  being 
accommodated  in  one  department  1  He 
would  watch  with  very  considerable 
interest  not  as  to  where  these  schools 
were,  but  as  to  the  reasons  which  had 
induced  the  Board  of  Education  to  depart 
from  what  he  understood  to  be  the  fixed 
policy  of  the  Board.     He   would  like  to 


urge  on  the  Board  of  Education  the 
advisability  now  of  cancelling,  or  cer- 
tainly materially  modifying,  the  declara- 
tion which  students  were  called  upon  to 
make  when  they  went  into  a  training 
college.  Every  student  had  to  sign  a 
declaration  that  he  would,  on  quitting 
the  college,  serve  only  in  public  elemen- 
tary schools.  Two  years  ago  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  with  his  usual  force, 
insisted  that  in  colonial  schools  the 
teachers  should  be  free  from  such  a 
declaration,  because  he  desired  to  get 
teachers  trained  in  some  of  the  great 
English  colleges,  and  the  declaration 
stood  in  the  way.  There  was  one  case 
in  which  a  teacher  who  had  quitted  the 
training  college  thirty-three  years  before 
was  asked  to  repay  to  the  State  the 
cost  of  his  training  in  the  college  because 
he  accepted  a  situation  in  other  than  a 
public  elementary  school.  That  was 
absurd.  Teachers  should  not  be 
trained  for  any  particular  form  of 
school,  but  for  all  types  of  schools,  and 
for  all  establishments  recognised  by 
the  State  as  educational.  This  was 
the  more  desirable  now  that  higher 
and  elementary  education  were  put 
under  one  authority,  and  when  the 
work  was  co-ordinated.  It  seemed  to 
him  ridiculous  to  ask  a  student  solemnly 
to  declare  that  on  quitting  college  he 
would  go  into  one  type  of  school,  and 
not  into  another. 

He    would    like  to    ask    the    Parlia- 
mentary  Secretary    whether  he    could 
state,  not  in  detail   but  generally,  what 
the    policy    was    which    the    Board   of 
Education  proposed  to  adopt  in  regard 
to  school    inspection?    Some   of   them 
had  been  a  little  disturbed  to  learn  that 
when  a  chief    inspector  was  required  he 
could  not  be  found  within  the  ranks  of 
the   English   inspectorate,  but  that  the 
Department  went  to  the  antipodes   for 
a  gentleman  to  fill  that  post.     He  would 
like   to    know    what   qualifications  Mi 
Cyril  Jackson  possessed  which  specially 
fitted  him  for  the  chief   inspectorship  1 
He    knew    that   that  appointment  ha  1 
j  been  regarded  with  serious    heart-burn- 
i  ing.     It  was  regarded  as  a  slur  on  the 
|  English    inspectorate,    and    some    were 
!  inclined  to  quit  the  service  of  the  State 
I  and     seek     employment     under     local 
I  authorities.     That    appointment   needed 
!  some   justification,    and   he   hoped    the 

H  2 


227       Supply— Civil  Services  and     {COMMONS}        lievmue  Depts.  Estimates.       228 


hon.  Baronet  would  do  his  best  to ; 
justify  it.  He  for  one,  and  he  knew  j 
many  agreed  with  him,  regarded  the  i 
introduction  of  the  system  of  inspection,  I 
as  against  the  old  system  of  individual ' 
examination,  as  a  great  boon.  Was  that  j 
to  be  continued  ?  Was  it  to  be  broken  j 
down  by  the  local  authorities  appointing 
inspectors  who  would  insist  on  examining 
each  individual  scholar  on  every  subject  ? 
If  so,  the  last  state  was  going  to  be 
worse  than  the  first.  He  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  Board  of  Education  would 
insist  on  being  paramount,  that  the 
system  of  general  inspection  would  be 
maintained,  and  that  the  local  authorities 
would  not  attempt  to  work  the  two 
altogether  incompatible  systems  in  one 
and  the  same  school.  He  knew  that 
so  me  of  the  London  authorities,  par- 
ticularly the  London  School  Board,  had 
a  hankering  after  the  Egyptian  flesh- 
pots.  The  true  purpose  of  education — 
intellectual  development  and  formation 
of  character — could  not  be  attained  by 
individual  examination.  All  the  work 
that  was  done  in  the  schools  should  be 
to  equip  the  scholars,  not  for  an  annual 
examination,  but  for  after  life.  He  knew 
of  nothing  which  would  be  so  disastrous  as 
to  slip  back  into  a  system  for  the  sake  of 
getting  results  which  could  be  tabulated 
and  talked  about.  He  had  seen 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Council 
twenty  years  ago  stand  at  the  Table 
and  declare  that  everything  was  go- 
ing on  satisfactorily,  that  the  passes  in 
that  year  were  #5  better  than  last  year, 
and  that  something  else  was  Uper  cent, 
better  than  the  year  before.  The  House 
and  the  country  were  deluded  into  the 
belief  that  everything  was  going  well  in 
the  public  schools.  He,  for  one,  rejoiced 
immensely  that  the  Parliamentary  Secre- 
tary had  had  the  courage  to  tell  the 
Committee  and  the  country  that  things 
were  not  satisfactory  in  the  schools,  and 
that  much  more  required  to  be  done. 
He  hoped  that  the  Parliamentary  Secre- 
tary would  be  able  to  give  some  assur- 
ance that  the  working  of  the  schools  of 
the  country  would  not  be  allowed  to  slip 
back  into  the  old  evil  system  of  individual 
examination.  He  was  not  at  all  anxious 
to  get  results  which  could  be  served  up 
in  tables.  That  system  had  taught  the 
children  to  hate  the  schools  far  more  than 
physical  punishment,  and  it  was  a 
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system  which  kept  the  evening  schools, 
empty. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  he  wished  to  join  in 
expressing  the  pleasure  with  which  the 
Committee  had  listened  to  the  statement 
I  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion. It  was  not  only  marked  with  great 
lucidity  and  precision,  but  showed  his> 
perception  of  what  the  educational  needs 
of  the  country  were,  and  breathed 
throughout  a  spirit  of  fairness  and  con- 
ciliation, which  was  illustrated  by  the 
action  of  the  Board  of  Education  in  deal- 
ing with  the  constitution  of  the  Education 
Committees  under  the  Act  of  last  session. 
So  far  as  he  had  followed  the  hon.  Baronet, 
it  seemed  to  him  that  the  Parliamentary 
Secretary  had  grasped  the  meaning  of 
the  Act,  and  that  the  desire  of  Parliament 
was  to  let  the  local  authorities  have  their 
own  way,  compatible  with  the  provisions, 
of  the  Act.  The  hon.  Baronet  had 
exactly  apprehended  what  was  in  th& 
[mind  of  Parliament,  and  he  was  glad 
I  that  the  Department  had  adopted  a  view 
which  was  likely  to  make  the  Act  work 
easily. 

There    were     two    matters     for     re- 
gret, however.     One  was,  that  so  much 
I  work    should    have    been    so    suddenly 
thrown  on  these   already  over-burdened 
authorities.       What     had     passed      in 
some    of     the     counties     led     him     to 
believe  that  in  this  respect  their  appre- 
hensions had  not  been  exaggerated.     He 
I  knew  cases  where   the   local  authorities 
I  could  not  see  how  they  were  to  deal  with 
I  the  large  accumulation  of  work  connected 
I  with  elementary  education,  if  they  were 
I  to  attend  also  to  the  work  of  secondary 
I  education.     That  was  a  difficulty  which 
the  Board  of  Education  would  have  to 
get  over.     The  other  point  was  as  to  the 
presence  of  women  on  the  Committees. 
The  Amendment  moved  by  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  East  Somerset  had  made  it 
necessary  that  there  should  be  at  least 
two   women   on   every   Committee,   but 
that,  apparently,  had  not  been  the  con- 
!  struction  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Edu- 
'  cation.     He  thought  the  better  construc- 
|  tion   of   the   sub-section  would   be   that 
I  there  ought  to  be  more  than  one  woman 
j  on    each    Committee.       The    Board    of 
i  Education  had  not,  howeverr  taken  that 
i  view,    because   in   a   great    many    cases 
j  Committees    had    been     constituted    in 
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which  only  one  woman  had  been  ap- 
pointed. One  was  certainly  not  enough. 
He  thought  the  help  which  women  could 
render  would  be  much  improved  if  there 
were  at  least  two  on  each  Committee, 
although  two  would  not  in  his  opinion  be 
enough.  The  Lancashire  County  Coun- 
cil had  appointed  two  women,  one  to 
attend  to  elementary  education,  and  the 
other  to  secondary  education.  But  it 
was  perfectly  clear  that  with  the  tremend- 
ous amount  of  work  which  must  fall  on 
one  woman  who  looked  after  elementary 
education,  she  would  not  be  able  to 
grapple  with  that  part  of  the  work  which 
.naturally  fell  to  women  members,  and  for 
-which  members  of  the  other  sex  naturally 
looked  to  them  for  guidance.  There  were 
a  great  many  questions  regarding  which 
women  could  render  the  greatest  possible 
•service ;  and  he  saw  with  very  great  regret 
the  inadequate  number  of  women  who 
had  been  placed  on  the  Committees.  He 
hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  tell 
them  a  little  more  about  what  had  been 
•done  with  regard  to  the  endowments,  and 
also  with  reference  to  the  trust  deeds. 
The  facts  as  to  the  principles  on  which 
the  trust  deeds  had  been  altered,  and  the 
number  of  cases  dealt  with,  would  be  of 
interest.  Ho  wished  to  join  in  what  had 
been  said  as  to  the  admirable  qualities 
and  services  of  Mr.  Sadler,  and  could 
not  help  feeling  that,  somehow  or  other, 
means  ought  to  have  been  taken 
to  avoid  the  loss  of  those  services. 
He  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  Mr. 
<Sadler,  not  only  personally  but  officially, 
because  he  was  a  valuable  member  of  the 
Education  Commission.     Without  antici- 

Siting  the  discussion  to  be  brought  on 
ter,  he  wished  to  express  his  great 
regret  that  Mr.  Sadler's  services  should 
have  been  lost  to  the  country,  and  he 
thought  that  means  should  have  been 
token  to  avoid  that  loss.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Stretford 
Division  dealt  in  a  somewhat  controversial 
spirit  with  the  question  of  the  by-law 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for  St.  Albans. 
He  could  not  agree  that  the  tendency  of 
the  by-law  would  be  to  secularise 
education.  He  knew  that  an  opposite 
•view  was  taken  of  it  by  some  of  the 
.unsectarian  party,  who  looked  upon  the 
by-law  as  one  which  might  be  worked 
in  sectarian  interests.  He  himself  did 
«ot  share  those  feelings,  and  he  did  not 
think    the    by-law    was    open     to     the 


censure  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  or  of 
those  who  advocated  sectarianism. 

Mr.  CRIPPS  said  he  was  speaking  of 
the  view  put  forward  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  North  Camberwell. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  he  thought  his  hon. 
friend  repudiated  the  view  attributed  to 
him  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman. 
At  any  rate,  the  view  he  himself  took  up 
was  that  the  bylaw  was  an  eirenicon, 
and  the  Board  meant  neither  to  favour 
one  party  nor  the  other,  but  to  suggest  a 
way  of  escape  out  of  the  difficulties  that 
arose. 

Mr.  VICARY  GIBBS  said  his  ground 
of  complaint  was  that  the  by-law  was  a 
temptation  to  the  parents  to  cause  the 
children  to  do  manual  work  instead  of 
receiving  religious  education  of  any  kind. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  he  did  not  know 
whether  that  might  be  the  case  in  a  few 
instances  But  the  cases  in  which  these 
difficulties  arose  were  chiefly  cases  of 
rural  parishes,  where  there  was  not  likely 
to  be  so  much  temptation  to  turn  the 
child  on  for  half-an-hour  in  the  morning. 
He  could  understand  that  in  the  populous 
districts  of  towns  a  child  might  be 
employed  to  sell  newspapers  and  do 
other  work.  He  believed  the  tendency 
of  the  by-law  would  be  to  promote  peace, 
and  they  ought  to  have  a  much  longer 
experience  of  its  operation  before  taking 
the  view  which  had  been  put  forward, 
that  it  would  secularise  the  schools.  As 
to  retransfers,  he  hoped  it  was  shown 
conclusively  by  the  declaration  of  the 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education  and 
of  the  Prime  Minister,  as  well  as  by  look- 
ing at  the  spirit  of  the  Act  of  1870,  and 
also  the  tendency  of  Section  8  of  the 
Act  of  last  session,  that  these  cases 
ought  to  be  regarded  as  cases  in 
which  the  principles  of  Section  8 
ought  to  be  applied,  as  well  as  the 
principles  of  Section  24;  and  that  no 
retransfer  ought  to  be  allowed  except 
under  the  utmost  safeguard  provided  by 
the  Act  of  1870  and  also  the  Act  of  last 
session.  He  was  glad  to  gather  that  that 
also  was  the  view  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Education.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  opposite  delivered  an 
impassioned  speech  on  the  subject  of 
tests.      They  did  not  generally  discuss 
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the  question  of  tests  with  the  fervour 
displayed  by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  who 
endeavoured  to  represent  the  Bill  of  last 
year  as  a  great  educational  reform. 
In  the  view  of  many  of  them,  however, 
so  far  from  being  a  great  reform  it  was 
the  reopening  of  a  great  and  embittered 
controversy.  They  were  likely  to  see 
tests  become  more  and  more  the  subject 
of  an  embittered  controversy,  after  which 
the  tests  would  themselves  finally  perish. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Board  had  raised 
two  questions  of  great  interest.  One 
was  that  of  the  physical  condition  of 
children,  which  had  also  been  dealt  with 
very  fully  by  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Cambridge  University  on  this  occasion, 
and  on  the  Vote  for  Scottish  Education. 
It  was  a  question  eminently  deserving 
the  attention  of  every  one.  He  should 
like  to  know  whether  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  intended  to  institute  any  inquiry 
in  England  similar  to  that  which  was 
instituted  in  Scotland.  Some  typical 
districts  might  be  taken,  especially  urban 
districts,  with  a  view  of  showing  how  far 
the  facts  elicited  with  regard  to  Scotland 
were  true  in  England  also.  He  appre- 
hended that  those  facts  would  be  found 
to  be  true  also  of  parts  of  London  and  of 
the  northern  towns.  To  make  an  inquiry 
of  that  kind  ought  to  be  possible  without 
great  expense  or  delay,  so  that  some 
remedial  measures  might  be  taken.  He 
felt  sure  the  matter  would  be  entertained, 
sympathetically.  The  other  topic  was 
the  position  of  science  teaching  in  the 
grammar  schools.  It  was  a  question  of 
the  greatest  possible  importance,  and  he 
was  very  glad  it  had  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  the  hon.  Gentleman.  He  had 
himself  for  years  past  endeavoured  to 
get  the  House  to  understand  the  revolu- 
tion which  was  taking  place  in  the  educa- 
tion given  in  the  secondary  schools  of 
this  country,  a  revolution  which  was  by 
no  means  confined  to  the  grammar 
schools,  for  it  obtained  in  those  schools 
which  had  largely  superseded  them,  the 
higher-grade  schools,  as  they  used  to  call 
them,  and  in  a  number  of  newer  schools 
which  were  not  grammar  schools  techni- 
cally. In  all  these  schools  the  science 
teaching  had  been  growing  and  the  teach- 
ing of  literary  ana  human  subjects  had 
been  vanishing,  or  suffering  from  a  kind 
of  atrophy.  Science,  which  up  to  some 
thirty  or  forty  years  ago  had  been  entirely 
neglected  and  excluded  from  the  great 
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bulk  of  our  secondary  schools,  had  now 
taken  a  terrible  revenge,  and  one  which 
was  becoming  dangerous  to  the  interests 
of  this  country.  Under  the  influence  of 
science  and  art  grants  and  of  grants, 
made  for  technical  education  to  County 
Councils,  the  literary  teaching  was  more 
and  more  pressed  out  of  the  programme, 
as  there  was  less  money  to  be  earned  by 
them.  It  would  be  absurd  for  any  one 
to  deal  with  this  question  as  though 
indifferent  to  the  merits  either  of  the 
one  type  of  training  or  of  the  other.  It. 
was  clear  that  they  were  both  necessary 
branches  of  a  proper  education,  and  that 
both  ought  to  have  adequate  provision. 
What  was  it  that  was  being  done  now  % 
Very  little  education,  and  that  of  a  poorer 
sort,  was  being  given  in  literature,  very 
little  in  history,  in  grammar,  or  in  geo- 
graphy. On  the  other  hand,  scientific 
education  of  a  sort  was  being  given  very 
largely  to  boys  who  would  never  have 
occasion  to  use  science  in  their  daily  life  at 
all. 

Too  much  could  not  be  done  to  make 
provision   for    scientific    education    for 
I  those  who  were  going  to  embark  in  any 
I  branch   of  industry  in  which  scientific 
|  knowledge  would    be  useful.     We  were 
i  suffering  from  the  want  of   competent 
j  leaders  of  scientific  work,  and  scientific 
<  advisers  in  the  great    industries.      He 
j  could  enumerate  a  number  of  industries- 
I  which  had  quitted  the  country   because 
j  we   had    not   a     sufficient   number    of 
I  competent    trained     scientific   workers. 
;  It  must  not  be  thought  he  was  indiffer- 
:  ent  to  that  branch  of  the  subject.     But 
I  take  the  case  of  the  average   boy  who 
;  was  going  to  be  a  clerk  or  to  fill  one  of 
the    humbler  walks    in  the   literary  or 
clerical  profession.     It  was  clear  that  8> 
knowledge  of  science  would  be  of  value 
to  him  only  in  so  far  as  it  was  made  a. 
I  part  of  a  liberal  education,  and  stimu- 
lated his  mind,  awakened  his  intelligence, 
and  gave  him  an  idea  of  scientific  method* 
i  and  of  the  nature  of  scientific   evidence 
;  and  how  scientific   method  ought  to  be 
i  applied  not  only  in  science   but  in  the 
!  daily   walk  of   whatever  profession  he 
i  might  follow.     But   his  complaint  we* 
that    as     generally   imparted,   scientific 
instruction  was  not  stimulating  in  that 
way.     It  vrasto  a  very  large  extent  the 

mere   culti^a^on  °*  tne  memoI7'  an* 

i  was  treated  in  a  duil  and  lifele8S  way" 
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It  was  quite  true  that  there  were  many 
teachers  who  could  not  make  literary 
teaching  stimulating  to  the  mind.  But 
he  believed  it  was  more  difficult  still  to 
make  scientific  teaching  stimulating  to  the 
intelligence,  and  the  number  of  teachers 
was  much  smaller  who  could  so  teach 
science  as  to  awaken  the  intelligence  than 
the  number  of  those  who  could  do  that 
by  literary  teaching.  Further,  there 
was  this  advantage  in  literary  teaching — 
however  dull  the  teacher  might  be,  the 
mind  of  the  pupil  was  brought  into 
contact  with  the  great  moral  influences  of 
the  phenomena  of  language,  which  was 
in  itself  stimulating.  Still  more  was 
that  the  case  if  he  were  brought  into 
contact  with  good  literature.  The 
boy  brought  into  contact  with  good 
literature  acquired  the  power  of 
reading  and  enjoying  what  he  read. 
He  got  something  which  would  be 
a  source  of  benefit  and  pleasure  to 
him  for  all  the  hours  of  his  life,  and  if 
his  teacher  was  incompetent  he  had 
advantages  brought  in  his  way  on  the 
literary  side  of  his  teaching  which  he 
could  not  enjoy  unless  the  teacher  was 
eminently  competent  on  the  scientific 
side  of  teaching.  He  believed  that  was 
how  the  matter  presented  itself  to  the 
mind  of  the  Parliamentary  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Education.  He  welcomed 
liis  observations  upon  the  subject,  and 
he  hoped  he  would  continue  to  bear 
the  matter  carefully  in  mind.  He 
did  not  for  a  moment  disparage  the 
importance  of  science  as  part  of  the 
liberal  education  of  everybody,  and  as 
forming  a  special  education  for  tho-e 
who  were  to  turn  it  to  account,  but  that 
was  quite  compatible  with  the  necessity  of 
preserving  the  literary  side  of  instruc- 
tion in  our  schools.  He  hoped  the  Board 
of  Education  would  do  all  that  it  could 
to  keep  before  the  minds  of  the  local 
•authorities  the  duty  of  organising 
secondary  education,  and  bringing  it 
abreast  of  the  needs  of  the  times. 

*  Sir  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan)  con- 
gratulated  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
upon  having  brought  forward  the  neglect 
of  literary  teaching  which  constituted 
so  great  a  danger  to  this  country  at  the 
present  time.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  confined  his  remarks  on  this   point 


to  the  case  of  boys,  but  what  had  struck 
him  most  in  his  visits  to  these  schools  was 
the  scientific  instruction  given  to  girls. 
He  believed  much  of  the  information 
conveyed  to  girls  in  the  course  of  a  com- 
paratively late  period  of  their  education 
on  scientific  subjects  was  utterly  and 
entirely  useless  to  them.  He  was  quite 
certain  that  good  service  had  been 
rendered  by  calling  attention  to  the 
subject ;  because,  as  the  school  age  had 
advanced,  there  was  no  doubt  some 
difficulty  in  devising  useful  employment 
of  the  years  spent  at  school ;  and 
the  school  hours  being  increased,  an 
opportunity  was  given  for  giving  more 
literature.  He  hoped  more  literatuie 
would  be  given,  and  that  the  evil  of  the 
danger  which  we  were  now  experiencing 
would  be  removed.  He  repeated  an  ex- 
pression of  the  anxiety  in  the  minds  of 
many  friends  of  the  voluntary  schools 
caused  by  the  nature  of  this  new  by-law. 
There  was  a  feeling  among  the  friends  of 
voluntary  schools  of  great  alarm.  He 
believed  theeffect  of  the  new  by-lu  w  would 
be  that  children  would  be  employed  in 
earning  some  small  wages  instead  of  re- 
ceiving religious  instruction.  It  was 
not,  in  his  opinion,  a  question  between 
the  Church,  the  Roman  Catholic  and  the 
undenominational  schools;  but  a  question 
between  religious  teaching  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  spending  of  time  which 
ought  to  be  given  to  religious  teaching  in 
either  earning  money  or  in  mere  wanton 
idleness,  on  the  other.  Fie  believed  that 
this  new  by-law  would  remove  from 
the  parents  inducements  to  send  their 
children  to  school  at  an  early  hour,  and 
that  it  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  edu- 
cation of  the  children.  One  point  to 
which  he  desired  to  refer  was  the  new 
Memorandum  which  had  been  issued 
during  thelast  few  days  with  reference  to 
the  secondary  schools.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  that  memorandum  was  almost  sure  to 
produce  wholesome  results.  He  thought 
the  competition  between  certain  old 
grammar  schools  and  technical  schools 
had  done  great  harm  to  education.  There 
had  been  duplication,  and  in  consequence 
weakness  arose.  Great  injury  was  done 
by  driving  out  of  the  field  one  school 
financially  inferior  to  the  other,  although 
probably  educationally  superior.  It  many 
cases  old  grammar  schools  had  been  most 
seriously  injured  by  new  technical  schools. 
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Those  old  grammar  schools  had  been  per* 

forming  valuable  service  to  the  community, 

and   were  now  not  only   rendering  no 

service,  but  were  rather  an  incumbrance 

and  an   obstacle.     He  congratulated  the 

right  hon.  Gentleman  on  his  schemes. 

He  had  examined  many,  and  the  scheme 
for  the  borough  which  he  had  the  honour 

to  represent  had  created  the  greatest  satis- 
faction, and  would  do  a  great  deal 
to  vitalise  education  throughout  the 
borough,  and  it  would,  he  hoped,  lead  to 
there  being  secondary  schools  where  at 
present  they  were  sadly  wanted.  He 
congratulated  the  Government  on  the 
successful  administration  of  the  Bill  passed 
last  year,  and  he  hoped  thatany  difficulties 
that  arose  would  be  successfully  dealt 
with.  Those  who  were  in  this  House  ten 
years  hence  would  have  to  thank  the 
Government  which  he  had  the  honour  to 
support  for  the  blessing  they  had  con- 
ferred upon  the  country  in  passing  the 
Educational  Act  of  1902. 


Mb  ALFRED  HUTTON  (Yorkshire, 
W.R.,  Morley)  expressed  his  satisfac- 
tion at  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Baronet, 
and  more  especially  at  the  latter  part, 
which  dealt  with  educational  matters  alone. 
It  was  quite  true  that  less  friction  had 
occurred  than  might  have  been  expected, 
and  they  might  congratulate  themselves 
that  the  Board  of  Education  had  got  rid 
of  a  great  deal  of  the  burden  by  following 
the  only  path  open  to  them,  which  was 
submitting  to  the  wishes  and  desires  of 
the  various  councils. 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the 
clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  this  evening. 


EVENING  SITTING. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH  WESTERN  RAIL- 
WAY BILL  [Lords]  (By  Order.) 

Read    the    third    time,    and    passed, 
without  Amendment. 

SUPPLY. 
[16th  Allotted  Day.] 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.    Jeffreys   (Hampshire,    N.)  in 
he  Chair.] 

Sir  F.  S.  Powell. 


CIVIL       SERVICES       AND       REVENUE 
DEPARTMENTS  ESTIMATES,  1903-4. 

Class  IV. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,249,806, 
be  granted  to .  His  Majesty,  to  complete 
the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1904,  for  the  salaries  and 
expenses  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and 
of  the  various  establishments  connected 
therewith,  including  sundry  grants-in- 
aid." 

Mr.  ALFRED  HUTTON  said  the  fact 
that  the  difficulties  which  beset  the 
schemes  had  been  so  easily  settled  did 
not  justify  the  hon.  Baronet  in  supposing 
that  the  schemes  were  entirely  satis- 
factory, because  while  the  local  authorities 
and  the  Committees  were  disposed  to 
do  a  great  deal  of  work,  the  success  of 
the  schemes  could  not  be  tested  until 
some  time  had  elapsed.  With  regard 
to  secondary  schools  and  the  division 
between  the  A  and  B  schools,  he  would 
point  out  what  appeared  to  him  likely 
to  be  the  outcome  of  the  limitations  of 
this  system.  The  grant  was  only 
paid  for  children  of  from  twelve 
years  of  age  up  to  sixteen,  and  there 
were  three  classes  of  schools  dealing 
with  the  education  of  children  of  that 
age.  Many  of  the  so-called  Universities 
now  cropping  up  everywhere  were 
scrambling  for  students  and  willing  to 
take  them  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  but 
such  Universities  were  really  only 
secondary  schools,  and  did  not  give  a 
University  training.  He  thought  the 
hon.  Baronet  should  take  care  that  any 
school  which  received  a  grant  as  a 
secondary  school  should  have  a  more 
advanced  class  of  work,  extending  to 
university  training  for  boys  and  girls 
up  to  the  age  of  eighteen,  otherwise 
there  would  be  a  hiatus  between  the 
training  given  by  these  secondary  schools 
and  the  training  given  at  the  Universities. 
It  was  in  the  interest  not  only  of  the 
secondary  schools,  but  also  of  the 
Universities,  that  this  should  be  done. 
Unless  the  Government  insisted  that 
these  schools  should  have  a  university  * 
system  and  curriculum  they  would,  in 
his  opinion,  lose  a  very  great  opportunity. 
The  hon.  Baronet  had  referred  to  a 
notorious  fact  in  connection  with  the 
education   given    at    secondary   schools 
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and  that  was  that  the  education  given 
was  very  often  of  a  very  narrow  Kind. 
For  instance,  in  history  the  children 
were  taught  all  about  the  Wars  of  the 
Roeee  and  nothing  else,  and  that  illustra- 
tion applied  to  all  other  branches  of  study. 
He  thought  the  reason  for  that  was 
because  the  Government  recognised  a 
certain  class  of  examination  which  the 
schools  looked  upon  as  a  source  of  good 
advertisement  for  themselves,  and  edu- 
cated the  children  up  to  pass.  He 
thought  the  Governmental  system  of 
examination  was  hurtful,  and  that  it 
would  be  advantageous  to  the  education 
of  the  children  if  the  Government 
reduced  their  examinations  to  two  or 
three  He  was  glad  the  hon.  Baronet 
the  Parliamentary  Secretary  had  given 
his  attention  to  the  question  of  pupil 
teachers,  which  had  long  been  a  crying 
scandal.  It  had  not  been  a  cheap,  but 
a  very  extravagant  method  of  teaching. 
Large  sums  of  money  had  been  spent  on 
the  training  of  boys  and  girls  as  pupil 
teachers  who  had  been  of  no  future 
use  to  the  service.  It  would  be  interest- 
ing to  have  a  return  of  all  the  boys  and 
.girls  who  had  received  grants  for 
becoming  pupil  teachers,  and  who  had 
been  trained  but  who  either  failed  to 
become  efficient  teachers  or  entered 
another  calling.  The  Department  ought 
to  encourage  local  authorities  to  turn 
their  pupil  teacher  centres  into  secondary 
schools  in  the  broadest  sense.  This 
would  have  this  advantage — that  it  would 
bring  boys  and  girls  destined  for  other 
walks  in  life  into  immediate  relationship 
with  those  who  were  going  to  become 
teachers,  and  also  be  of  advantage  to  the 
teachers. 


Mr.  MIDDLEMORE  (Birmingham, 
N.)  drew  attention  to  the  great  urgency 
of  secondary  education  in  England.  He 
admitted  that  the  hon.  Baronet  had  said 
much  that  would  content  them,  and  that 
in  the  regulations  he  had  published  there 
was  not  a  little  that  was  good,  but  they 
had  heard  nothing  in  the  present  debate 
about  an  increased  grant,  which  was  an 
essential  point  for  education.  It  was  a 
matter  for  the  self-respect  of  this 
country  that  the  Government  should 
do  more  for  the  secondary  education 
of  the   people.    It   was    true  that  the 


subject  was  to  be  helped  in  a  more 
general  way,  but  not  in  a  more  generous 
way.  The  same  amount  was  to  be  spent 
on  secondary  education  as  previously. 
The  last  man  he  had  heard  call  attention 
to  the  urgent  necessity  of  this  was  the 
late  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  who,  in 
another  place,  rose  superior  to  his  physical 
infirmity,  and  in  the  course  of  the 
greatest  speech  he  had  ever  heard,  in 
which  he  displayed  a  unique  manhood, 
expressed  his  great  regret  that  the 
Government  had  in  the  Act  of  last  year 
done  nothing  to  forward  secondary  edu- 
cation. Secondary  education  was  as 
necessary  as  primary  education.  His 
experience  was  that  if  primary  education 
was  to  be  the  be-all  and  end-all,  if  it  was 
to  have  no  power  of  development,  there 
would  be  no  ambition  among  either 
teachers  or  scholars.  If  they  looked  at 
the  schools  of  America  .they  would  see 
that  all  the  teaching  was  given  with  a 
view  to  higher  teaching  beyond.  The 
schools  in  America  could  not  sink  to  the 
English  level.  If  a  really  sharp  boy  ran 
through  his  school  course  quickly,  what 
was  he  to  do  ?  He  might  be  too  young 
to  work,  he  was  not  fitted  for  the 
technical  school,  and  so  he  took  to  street 
loafing.  He  had  found  most  brilliant 
boys  who  had  passed  the  seventh  stand- 
ard had  come  to  a  certain  charity  to  be 
helped  because,  in  the  interval  between 
leaving  the  primary  school  and  going  to 
work,  they  had  gone  to  the  bad.  It  was 
better  to  be  a  dull  boy,  because  he  could 
remain  longer  at  school  under  discipline 
and  training.  He  would  be  grateful 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the 
Treasury  Bench  could  give  some 
assurance  that  something  would  be  done 
of  a  really  worthy  kind  for  secondary 
education  next  year. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Oxford  Univer- 
sity had  referred  to  the  miserable  state  of 
semi-starvation  in  which  a  large  number 
of  children  were  brought  to  the  schools. 
What  he  had  said  was  true,  and  it  was 
also  true  that  a  number  of  children  never 
went  to  school  because  the  compulsory 
officers  had  not  the  heart  to  drag  them 
there.  The  hon.  Baronet  had  asked 
what  was  the  remedy  for  that  state  of 
things.     He  might  say  incidentally  that 
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the  proper  remedy  for  a  state  of  things 
in  which  children  were  in  a  state  of 
semi-starvation  was  not  to  tax  their 
food,  and  he  was  glad  that  the  hon. 
Baronet  was  prosecuting  his  inquiry  on 
sensible  lines.  As  to  ventilation,  he 
considered  it  essential  to  the  health  and 
efficiency  of  the  children,  and  he  thought 
a  good  deal  might  be  done  by  the  Board 
of  Education  if  they  would  press  on  the 
inspectors  the  importance  of  improving 
ventilation.  In  some  schools  the  air  was 
absolutely  offensive,  and  good  results 
could  not  possibly  be  obtained  in  such 
conditions.  The  startling  statement 
had  been  made  that  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion were  in  the  habit  of  sending  back 
reports  to  inspectors  to  be  corrected. 
That  was  an  extraordinary  state  of 
things.  It  had  always  been  a  cause  of 
perplexity  that  schools  which  were 
inefficient,  inadequately  staffed,  and  did 
not  possess  proper  apparatus,  should 
have  succeeded  in  getting  as  good 
reports  as  thoroughly  efficient  schools, 
but  the  reason  was  now  clear.  The 
Board  of  Education  had  intervened,  and 
said — M  This  report  will  not  do ;  this 
school  is  teaching  definite  Christian 
dogma,  and  that  ought  to  make  up  for 
what  is  wanting  in  other  respects." 
Now  that  the  County  Councils  were 
taking  over  the  responsibility  for  these 
schools  the  reports  would  no  longer  be 
cooked.  The  suggestion  had  been  made 
that  some  of  the  children  should  be  fed. 
That  he  thought  an  admirable  idea; 
but  he  believed  it  would  be  impossible 
to  discriminate,  and  he  hoped  that  if 
the  practice  were  adopted  it  would  be 
adopted  all  round,  especially  as  all  the 
parents  would  be  bearing  their  share  of 
the  burden  of  the  rates. 

The  hon.  Baronet  had  told  the  Com- 
mittee a  good  deal  about  the  working 
of  the  Education  Act,  but  what  he 
had  left  untold  was  far  more  im- 
portant than  what  he  had  told.  In 
language  that  seemed  to  have  been 
culled  from  the  Kings  Speech,  he 
said  that  his  relations  with  County 
Councils  were  of  the  most  friendly 
character.  He  doubted,  however, 
whether  the  hon.  Baronet  had  been 
getting  on  so  well  with  the  County 
Councils  ;  at  any  rate,  all  his  officials 
had  not,  and  probably  the  hon.  Baronet 
was  not  aware  of  all  that  was  going  on 

Mr.  Lloyd-George. 


in  his  name.  He  would  like  to  know 
what  the  Board  of  Education  were  pre- 
pared to  do  to  face  the  difficulties  which 
nad  arisen  in  the  working  of  the  Act. 
Experience  had  borne  out  the  prediction 
made  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the 
Act  With  regard  to  schemes,  the  hon. 
Baronet  said  that  in  respect  to  some 
things  the  Board  of  Education  had  con- 
fined themselves  to  suggestions,  and  that 
in  respect  to  other  things  there  was 
insistence.  They  had,  it  appeared, 
varied  a  good  deal.  At  first  it  was  all 
insistence  and  no  suggestion.  [Sir 
William  Anson  shook  his  head]  But  the  * 
hon.  Baronet  did  not  know.  He  was 
not  present  at  these  interviews  between 
representatives  of  local  authorities  and  the 
Board  of  Education.  No  doubt,  so  far 
as  he  was  concerned,  he  confined  himself 
to  suggestions.  But  the  things  which  he 
said  were  suggestions  took  the  form  of 
pressure— he  did  not  wish  to  use  the 
word  hectoring,  but  he  could  find  no 
better  word  to  describe  what  took  place 
at  these  interviews.  The  Department 
was  converted  into  a  sort  of  Star 
Chamber,  and  poor  mayors,  ex- mayor* 
and  aldermen  were  haled  up  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  and  appeared  trem- 
blingly before  this  great  inquisition. 
Afterwards  it  occurred  to  some  of  the 
representatives  of  these  authorities  that 
even  officials  of  the  Board  of  Education 
could  not  override  an  Act  of  Parliament. 
The  officials  had  attempted  to  dictate  to 
these  corporations  that  they  must  put  in 
representatives  of  outside  bodies.  They 
had  since  climbed  down. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  there  had 
never  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the 
Board's  dealings  with  local  bodies  been 
any  suggestion  of  compulsion  to  put  in 
representatives  of  outside  bodies. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  accepted 
the  hon.  Baronet's  statement  so  far  as  he 
was  personally  concerned.  But  the  thing 
had  been  done.  He  had  it  on  the 
authority  of  a  gentleman  who  was  present 
at  the  interviews.  The  Act,  however, 
said— 

"Every  such  scheme  shall  provide  for  the 
appointment  by  the  council,  on  the  nomination 
or  recorr»men^a^on' wnere  ^  appears  desirable,, 
of  other  fc0***-  *  '  •" 
Sure]  t^*  meant  wnere  lt  appeared  desir- 
abl         4$®  ^°°a^  e^ucat^on  authority.     If 
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the  latter  did  not  think  it  desirable,  what 
right  had  an  official  to  come  and  dictate 
to  them  in  the  matter  1  The  hon.  Baronet 
had  said,  "  We  must  have  all  types."  He 
talked  of  a  local  education  committee  as 
if  it  were  a  sort  of  museum  where  samples 
of  all  sorts  of  people  ought  to  be  put  into 
a  glass  case  and  ticketed.  There  was  no 
objection  to  South  Kensington  having 
something  to  do  with  education,  but  it 
was  carrying  it  too  far  when  they  brought 
their  glass-case  notions  into  the  local 
authority  business  of  the  country. 
Business  men  were  elected  by  the  people 
because  of  their  capacity  for  dealing  with 
local  affairs,  and  if  they  were  not  elected 
foi  educational  administration  that  was 
due  to  the  Government  introducing  a  Bill 
to  place  educational  duties  upon  them  and 
forcing  it  through  before  the  people 
had  an  opportunity  of  electing  men  for 
the  purpose.  On  the  Welsh  County 
Councils  there  were  men  experienced  in 
all  branches  of  education,  and  why 
should  they  go  outside  when  they  had 
better  men  among  themselves  1  It  was  an 
attempt  at  dictation  not  warranted  by  any 
authority  given  by  Parliament.  He  was 
glad  that  local  authorities  were  beginning 
to  stand  up,  and  that  they  were  deter- 
mined to  stand  no  more  petty  bullying 
from  officials.  The  only  attempt  by  a 
Welsh  County  Council  to  introduce  into 
its  scheme  anything  about  delegation 
was  with  regard  to  a  joint  Committee 
which  controlled  the  whole  affair.  That 
was  a  rather  different  thing  from  that 
to  which  the  hon.  Baronet  objected.  Unless 
such  a  provision  were  in  the  scheme  it 
would  be  impossible  for  a  Welsh  County 
Council  to  agree  as  to  numbers  and  so 
forth.  It  would  not  prevent  them 
cancelling  the  authority  at  any  point  if 
it  was  found  not  to  work,  and  he  hoped 
the  Parliamentary  Secretary  would  be 
able  to  make  an  exception  in  that 
respect. 

How  was  it  that  nothing  had 
been  heard  in  the  hon.  Baronet's  speech 
of  the  real  difficulties  that  had  arisen  ?  It 
was  an  unpleasant  thing  for  local  authori- 
ties to  have  to  sell  up  some  of  their  best 
citizens  ;  but  it  was  a  task  cast  upon 
them  by  the  Government,  who  should 
not  leave  them  in  the  lurch.  The 
Government  flung  this  Act  at  local 
authorities  who  had  not  asked  for  it ;  j 
these  difficulties  were  foreseen,  they  had 


arisen,  and  now  the  Government  had 
ignored  them,  simply  writing  letters  to- 
the  papers  saying  that  a  certain  course 
of  action  was  very  wrong  and  very- 
wicked.  But  that  did  not  settle  the 
matter.  What  did  the  hon.  Baronet 
propose  to  do  1  If  these  were  illegal 
conspiracies,  what  steps  were  the  Govern- 
ment going  to  take  ?  The  hon.  Baronet 
had  answered  a  question  from  the  hon. 
Member  for  Tunbridge,  prompted  by  a 
bishop  in  Wales,  and  had  said  that  the 
resolutions  of  County  Councils  to  contri- 
bute nothing  but  the  Government  grants- 
to  the  maintenance  of  voluntary  schools- 
was  in  contravention  of  the  Act.  It  was- 
not  so,  for  the  councils  had  excellent 
reasons,  both  " special "  and  "educa- 
tional," for  the  conclusion  at  which 
they  arrived.  They  declared  that  thejr 
could  not  maintain  the  same  standard  of 
efficiency  in  schools  that  were  not  under 
their  control  as  in  schools  where  they  had 
control.  That  was  a  good  educational 
reaaon;  therefore  their  action  was  not  ille- 
gal Three-fourths  of  the  Welsh  County 
Councils  would  decline  to  squander  the- 
public  money  upon  schools  not  within 
their  control,  and  where  sectarian  tests- 
were  imposed.  That  was  the  situation 
the  Government  had  to  face.  What 
were  the  Government  going  to  do  ? 
The  hon.  Baronet  had  made  a  long  and 
interesting  speech  upon  the  educational 
outlook,  ignoring  the  great  topics  that 
were  absorbing  public  attention.  He- 
was  glad  that  in  regard  to  schemes  the 
Department  had  seen  the  wisdom  o£ 
climbing  down.  They  had  set  the 
example  in  breaking  the  law ;  they 
were  active  breakers  of,  not  passive 
resisters  to,  the  law,  and  they  were  the 
last  people  in  the  world  who  ought  to- 
find  fault  with  other  people  for  breaking 
the  law.  What  now  would  the  Govern- 
ment do  1  While  citizens  were  being 
sold  up  amid  scenes  of  riot  and 
disturbance,  and  the  Government  did 
nothing,  education  and  good  government 
suffered. 

♦Sib  WILLIAM  JANSON  said  he 
desired  now  to  answer,  as  far  as  he  could, 
various  questions  put  to  him.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Cambridge  University  had  referred  to* 
sanction  given  by  the  Board  to  arrange- 
ments contravening  their  own  rules,  and. 
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had  put  specific  questions  on  the  subject. 
To  these  he  had  to  say  that  there  were 
special  circumstances  which  made  it 
incumbent  upon  the  Board  to  give  their 
sanction.  The  new  building  rules  only 
came  into  force  at  the  end  of  last  year, 
and  the  Board  had  been  compromised 
by  assent  given  earlier.  In  one  case  he 
had  had  to  give  way  because  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  passed  the  plans  for 
the  building  some  years  before,  and  it 
was  impossible  to  go  back  upon  them. 

Sib  JOHN  GORST  supposed  his  hon. 
friend  meant  that  this  had  been  done 
by  the  Board  of  Education  during  the 
time  when  he  was  Vice-President ;  but 
Jie  was  not  personally  responsible. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  fully  recog 
mised  the  distinction.  With  regard  to 
ventilation,  and  other  minor  matters,  he 
would  undertake  they  should  be  attended 
to.  Two  other  matters  were  of  larger 
importance  and  more  difficult  to  deal 
with ;  and  first  of  these  was  the  inspec- 
tion of  children  by  teachers,  with  a 
return  showing  the  number  of  children 
who  were  well  and  ill  fed,  and  periodical 
medical  examinations.  What  the  Board 
could  do  in  these  matters  he  was  not  at 
present  prepared  to  say.  Then  he  came 
to  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Camber  well  as  to  whether  they 
recognised  the  importance  of  the  training 
•of  the  teachers,  and  he  rather  pressed 
upon  the  Committee  the  incompetence 
of  some  of  the  teachers  and  the  import- 
ance of  their  immediate  abolition.  He 
thought  the  Code  did  provide  for  an 
increase  of  competent  teachers,  because 
there  was  in  small  type  under  Article  68 
a  statement  that,  as  a  condition  of 
continued  recognition,  the  Board  might 
require  such  arrangements  to  be  made 
for  the  training  of  these  teachers  as  the 
<arcumstances  of  the  case  might  render 
expedient.  They  did  recognise  that,  and 
they  were  endeavouring  to  provide 
that  the  teachers  should  be  qualified. 
There  were  difficulties  in  the  way — 
.as,*t  for  instance,  they  could  not 
reduce  the  number  of  children  in 
a  class  until  they  had  reached  what  the 
hon.  Member  for  Camberwell  regarded  as 
an  adequate  staff  of  teachers.  The  hon. 
Member  must  bear  in  mind  that  the 
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supply  of  teachers  was  necessarily  limited, 
and  they  could  not  abolish  one   sort  of 
teacher  until  they  had  supplied  another 
sort.     But  he  would  repeat  that   they 
fully  recognised  the  desirability  of  im- 
proving the  quality  of  the  teachers.     He 
also  recognised  the    desirability    of  re- 
ducing the  size   of    classes ;    but   these 
matters,  on  which  the  hon.   Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Camberwell  dwelt,  were 
not  to  be  dealt  with  all  at  once.     All  he 
could  say  was  that  he  recognised  the  im- 
portance of  them,  and  they   were  under 
the  consideration  of  the   Board,  so  that 
methods  might  be  found  for  dealing  with 
them.      The    hon.   Member    asked    for 
information  about  the  voluntary  schools 
which  had   been  transferred  to   School 
Boards  in  previous  years,  and  which,  under 
Section  24  of  the  Act  of  1870,  would  be 
re-transferred  under  certain   conditions, 
and  he  asked  for  an  assurance  that  the 
Department  would  impose  every  reason- 
able   obstacle  in   the  way   of    such   re- 
transfers  taking  place.     The  Board  of 
Education,  in  spite  of  what  had  just  fallen 
from  the  hon.    Member   for  Carnarvon, 
was  a  law-abiding  body,  and  in  asking  the 
Department  to  introduce  obstacles  to  the 
carrying  out  of  a  lawful  event,  he  thought 
the  hon.  Member  was  asking  a  good  deal. 
Such  re-transfers  were  subject,  not  merely 
to  the  provisions  of  Section  24  of  the  Act 
of  1870,  but  to  the  provisions  of  Section 
8,  Sub-section  3,  of  the  Act  of  last  year, 
and  consequently  any  such  school  would 
be  regarded  as  a  newly-provided  school. 
He  hoped  that  would  reassure  the  hon. 
Member  that  all  lawful  means  would  be 
taken  to  secure  that  the    re-transfer  of 
such  schools  was  not  to  be  hastily  or  im- 
properly  done.     There   appeared    to   be 
some  misconception  as  to  the  by-law.     It 
appeared  to  be  regarded  as   compulsory 
and  novel,  but  it  was  neither.     Certain 
local  authorities  asked  for  model  by-laws, 
and  they  sent  down  a  set  of  what  they 
conceived  to  be  the  best. 

♦Sir  FRANCIS  POWELL :    Did  they 
include  this  new  by-law  1 

♦Sir  WILIAM  ANSON  :  Certainly ; 
this  model  by-law  would  go  down  to  the 
local  authority ;  but  it  rested  with  the 
local  authority  whether  they  adopted  it 
or  nnf  ^°  *ar  ^  sectar*an  or  unsectarian 
«,  x>*tterned,  they  simply  looked  at  it 
was  c^ 
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from  the  Act  of  1870,  and  the  old  by- 
laws ;    and  the  Board  had  to  make  the 
by-laws  correspond  exactly  with  the  law. 
He  believed  he  was  following  the  sections 
of  the  Act  of  1870,  and  that  the  new  by- 
laws corresponded  exactly  with  that  Act. 
It  had  been  suggested  that  in  consequence 
of  the  by-law  children  would  be  kept 
away   from  school,  not  because  of  any 
question    of     religious    education,     but 
because   they   were  employed  by  their 
parents  or  others  in  their  homes  or  else- 
where.    If  that  was  so  the  local  authority 
could  intervene  at  once ;  the  matter  could 
be  brought  before  the  magistrates  as  a 
question  of  school  attendance,  and  then  it 
would  be  a  question  whether  the  by-law 
had  been  applied  in  a  bandjide  way.     it 
had    been    suggested    that  the    by-law 
would  be  applied  in  an  improper  way,  but 
he   believed  the  suggestion  was  wholly 
unfounded.     He  thought  these  remarks 
disposed     of    the      points     raised    by 
the      hon.      Member    for    Camberwell. 
The    hon.    Member   for  Stretfcd    had 
asked  him  a  question  as  to  the  deaf  and 
blind  schools  in  reference  to  a  change  in 
the  law  which  he  thought  would  give 
greater  effect  to  the  teaching  in  those 
schools.     So  far  as  he    understood  the 
object  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
he   sympathised   with  it,   but  it  was  a 
matter  which  could  not    be  dealt  with 
by  the  Department.     The  hon.  Member 
for    West  Ham    had    complained    that 
students  on  entering  a  training  college 
were    required   to    declare     that    they 
meant  to  pursue  the  avocation  of  an 
e  ementary  teacher,  and  had   said  they 
ought   to  be    free  when     leaving    the 
training  college    to    be    secondary    or 
elementary  teachers.       He    could    not 
agree  with  that.    The  training  colleges 
«rave  specific  instruction  for  the  purpose 
of  elementary  teaching,  and    the  duties 
of    an  elementary  teacher  were  not  the 
same  as  the  duties  of  secondary  teachers. 
The  training  colleges  were  established 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  elementary 
schools  with  teachers,  and  the  money 
should  be  expended  in  the  way  in  which 
those  who  supplied  the  money  intended 
it  to  be  expended.    With  regard  to  the 
method  of  examination  adopted  by  the 
Boards  inspector  and  the  inspector  of 
the  local  authority,  that  was   a  matter 
for   communication    between    the  local 
authority  and   the  Board  of  Education. 
He  thought  the  hon.  Member  must  be 
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referring  to  a  provision  of  the  Code- 
that  an  inspector  might  examine  the 
school  if  he  thought  it  desirable  upon 
six  months'  notice,  and  he  thought  that 
was  a  reasonable  provision.  It  might  be 
that  the  inspector  thought  some  means 
of  testing  the  proficiency  of  the  school 
other  than  the  ordinary  means  should  be 
adopted. 


Mr.  ERNEST  GRAY  said  what  he 
asked  for  was  that  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion should  insist  that  their  system 
should  be  paramount. 

♦Sir    WILLIAM    ANSON   said    he 
should  be  sorry  to  declare  at  once  that 
the  Board  should  join   issue  with  the 
local  authority  in  regard  to  any  scheme 
of  inspection   which  they    proposed  to 
carry   out,    but   the   Board   had    their 
policy.     Beyond   that  it  would  not  be 
safe  for  him  to  go  while  their  relations 
with  the  local   authority   were  still  in 
embryo.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Aberdeen  had  pressed  him 
a  good  deal  on  the  subject  of  the  small 
provision    for     the     representation    of 
women   on  the   County   Council   Com- 
mittees.    It  did  not   follow  because  a 
scheme  provided  for  only  one  or  two 
women  on  the  Committee  that  therefore 
the  representation  of  women  would  be 
limited   to  that    number.    There   were 
other  members  of  the  Committee,  who 
might  be  men  or  women  as  the  Council 
might  choose.    At  a  conference  with  the 
Lancashire  Council  the  Board  suggested 
that  only   two   women   on  the    Board 
was    not    a     sufficient    representation. 
They  were  told  that  it  was  impossible 
to    find    more    than    two    women    of 
experience  who  could    go  to  the  place 
where   the  Education  Committee   met, 
but  that  a  great  deal  of  work  would  be 
done  by  sub -Committees,  and  on  those 
sub-Committees  women  would  be  largely 
represented.    They  had  not  yet  come  to 
deal  with  endowments,  and  he  was  in- 
formed that  no  difficulty  had  arisen  up 
to  the  present  in  regard  to  trust  deeds 
which  had  not  been  finally  settled.   The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  asked  him  about 
an  inquiry    into  the  condition  of    the 
children.    The  Duke  of  Devonshire  had 
stated  in  another  place  that  an  inquiry 
would  take  place,  that  probably  it  would 
be  held  by  Royal  Commission,  and  that 
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before  the  Commission  was  constituted 
the  scope  of  the  inquiry  would  have  to 
be  considered,  and  various  bodies  and 
persons  interested  in  the  matter  would 
have  to  be  consulted. 

Sir  JOHN  GOEST  said  the  Royal 
'Commission  promised  by  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire  would  not  inquire  especially 
into  the  condition  of  children,  but  into 
the  physical  condition  of  the  population 
.generally. 

♦Sib  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  he 
thought  the  precise  topics  of  inquiry 
were  not  laid  down ;  but  it  was  quite 
plain  that  any  inquiry  as  to  the  physical 
•condition  of  the  population  must  include 
the  condition  of  the  children.  The  Board 
of  Education  should  be  the  first  Depart- 
ment of  the  Government  to  be  consulted 
in  that  matter,  because  they  were  able 
to  give  as  much  information  on  the 
Fubject  as  any  other  Department  of  the 
Government.  The  hon.  Member  for 
North  Birmingham  said  he  desired  to 
see  something  of  a  really  worthy  kind 
done  for  secondary  education.  He  him- 
self would  be  glad  to  see  the  grant  for 

■  secondary  education  increased.  He  had 
some  difficulty  in  replying  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Carnarvon  Boroughs, 
because  the  picture  he  had  presented  of 
the  Board  of  Education  and  their  deal- 
ings with  the  local  authorities  was  so 
unlike    anything   with    which    he   was 

■  acquainted.  He  could  hardly  accept 
what  the  hon.  Member  said  quite  seri- 
ously, although  no  doubt  it  was  very 
interesting  and  entertaining  to  the 
Committee. 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  It  is  a  fact. 

♦Sib  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  if  he 
were  to  6nd  what  the  hon.  Member  had 
written  on  the  subject  regarded  as  material 
for  the  history  of  education,  his  faith  in 
the  valueof  historical  documents  would  be 
much  shaken.  He  hoped  he  had  made 
it  quite  clear  t  hat  there  were  some  things 
the  Board  of  Education  were  bound  to 
insist  upon,  and  would  insist  upon. 
They  must  require  that  there  should  be 
persons  on  the  Committees  of  experience 
in  education  and  acquainted  with  the 
needs  of  the  schools  in  the  areas  of  the 
education  authorities.     He  thought  that 
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was  a  strict  requirement  of  the  Act. 
But  the  Board  of  Education  had  never 
insisted  on  any  particular  method  in 
which  these  persons  should  be  chosen. 
All  they  asked  was  that  the  authority 
should  either  enlarge  their  Committee  by 
such  numbers  as  would  enable  them 
to  select  the  requisite  persons,  or 
diminish  the  number  of  elected  persons 
so  as  to  admit  the  requisite  persons. 
When  it  was  found  that  this  extremely 
desirable  requirement,  which  after  all 
was  a  requirement  of  the  Act,  waa 
insisted  upon,  it  had  been  almost  always 
at  once  acceded  to,  and  the  Board  should 
fail  in  their  duty  if  they  gave  way  on  that 
point.  They  had  never  in  any  measure 
climbed  down,  because  they  had  limited 
their  requirements  to  the  requirements 
of  the  Act  They  had  been  asked  what 
course  they  intended  to  take  in  regard 
to  those  who  refused  to  comply  with 
the  law.  There  were  certain  lines  of 
action  which  the  Board  had  marked  out 
to  be  taken  in  certain  conditions  where 
the  law  was  not  complied  with,  and  in 
answer  to  the  inquiries  of  the  hon. 
Member  he  could  only  say  that  when 
these  conditions  arose  he  would  have  to 
take  such  action  as  might  seem  to  be 
necessary  under  the  circumstances.  Until 
then  he  would  not  contemplate  what  he 
hoped  might  never  oome  to  pass.  He 
hoped  he  had  dealt  with  the  principal 
matters  raised  in  the  debate. 


Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE  invited  the 
Parliamentary  Secretary  to  discuss  the 
subject  of  delegation  to  a  joint  Com- 
mittee, and  to  say  what  was  the  object 
of  having  two  schemes,  where  one  would 
do,  to  carry  out  an  object  admitted  to 
be  desirable. 


♦Sib  WILLIAM  ANSON  could  not  ad- 
mit that  the  method  suggested  by  the 
hon.  Member  was  within  the  Act.  He  was 
not  prepared  to  discuss  this  difficult  and 
complicated  matter  across  the  floor  of 
the  House.  He  would  rather  talk  it 
over  with  the  hon.  Member  elsewhere. 
Knowing  what  the  Welsh  councils 
wanted  he  was  extremely  anxious  that 
their  object  should  be  carried  out 
within  the  terms  of  the  Act,  but  some 
of  the  proposals  which  had  been  made 
were  not  consistent  with  the  terms  of 
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the  Act.  He  would  very  much  rather 
not  continue  the  discussion  on  this 
matter. 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  this  was  a 
very  important  question  of  administra- 
tion. There  might  not  be  any  other 
opportunity  of  bringing  it  before  the 
House. 

♦Sib  WILLIAM  ANSON  repeated  that 
this  was  a  complicated  matter.  There 
were  various  ways  of  carrying  out  the 
object  of  the  Welsh  councils,  and  he 
should  be  glad  to  see  it  carried  out ;  but 
the  ways  and  means  of  carrying  it  out 
were  too  complicated  to  be  discussed  with- 
out notice,  and  further  preparation  than 
lie  had  had  up  to  the  present  time. 

♦Mr.    EMMOTT    rose    to    call   atten- 
tion     to     the     resignation      of     Mr. 
Sadler.    He  moved  to  reduce  the  Vote 
by  XI 00,  not  for  the  purpose  of  pressing 
the  Amendment  to  a  division,  but   to 
•confine  the  discussion  to  this  particular 
topic.     He  felt  a  certain  repugnance  in 
•dealing  with  the  case   because  it  was 
more  or   less  of  a  personal   character. 
He  felt  bound  to  say  at  the  outset  that 
Mr.    Sadler    had   been,   if    not    hardly 
treated,  at  any   rate  unwisely  treated, 
and  that   his   great  services  had  been 
'unnecessarily  dispensed  with.     He  was 
-convinced  that  if   the  President  of  the 
Board     of    Education    and    the    hon. 
Baronet    the    Parliamentary    Secretary 
had    been   a    little    firmer   in    resisting 
pressure  from  the  inside  of  the   Board 
the  services  of  this  brilliant,  capable,  and 
most  useful  public  servant  might  have 
been  retained  for  the  benefit  of  the  State. 
He  was  glad  that  Manchester  University 
had  engaged  the  services  of  Mr.  Sadler, 
and  that  he  would  continue  to  do  all 
thit  lay  in  his  power  to  help  the  cause 
of    education,  especially  secondary  and 
technical  education,  the  defects  of  which 
in  this   country  were   producing  such 
lamentable    results.      Mr.    Sadler    was 
appointed  under  Mr.  Acland's  Minute  of 
27th  November,  1894,  which  distinctly 
stated    that   the  head  of    the  New  De- 
partment was  to  be  placed  under   the 
Secretary    of    the    Education    Depart- 
ment.     Mr.     Sadler's     own     view     of 
this    Minute    was  stated    in    a    letter 
which     would      be     found      in      the 


correspondence  published  in   the   Blue- 
book  just  issued  by  the   Parliamentary 
Secretary  to  the    Board   of  Education, 
and  was  to  the  effect  that  the  words  used 
merely  indicated  that  he  would  communi- 
cate direct  with  the  Secretary  instead 
of   his   communications  going  through 
the  hands    of   an  Assistant    Secretary. 
Before  that  correspondence  was  published 
Mr.  Aoland  wrote  a  letter  to  The  Times 
in  which  he  expressed  his  view  of  the 
matter.       In    that    letter  Mr.    Acland 
stated,  in  effect,  that  the  terms  of  the 
Minute  were  not  meant  as  any  hard  and 
fast  arrangement,  but  a  tentative  scheme 
which  might    be  altered    according  to 
circumstances.      The     hon.       Member 
admitted  that  this  was  a  difficult  point. 
It    was   difficult    to    draw     an     exact 
line    and    say    where    the    head    of    a 
Department   was  asking  for  something 
which  was  unreasonable,   and  where  a 
subordinate  in  a  Department  was  mat- 
ing a  claim  which  no  subordinate  ought 
to  make.    He  wished  to  point  out  that 
there  were  two  views  as  to  what  the 
Minute    really   meant.      The    Treasury 
was  asked  for  money,  and  Sir  Francis 
Mowatt  in  sanctioning  on  behalf  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury  the  expenditure 
which  was  asked   made   the  statement 
which  was  to  be  found  at  pages  5  and  6 
of    the    Blue-book    that    the    expendi- 
ture    would      apparently      be      about 
£3,000  a  year.    The  expenditure  never 
reached    £3,000.       He    did    not   think 
the    Treasury    was    to    blame    in    this 
matter.      The  Treasury   was  a    useful 
watch-dog    on     expenditure,    and     he 
wished  it  was  sometimes  more  effective, 
particularly     with    regard    to    money 
wasted    on    Army   schemes.       In   this 
case  the  Treasury  had  not  stood  in  the 
way,   and  Mr.  Sadler's  resignation  was 
not  due  to  its  action  in  any  form.     The 
Treasury  was  really  a  bogey  in   regard 
to  this  matter. 

In  the  course  of  the  correspondence 
it  was  stated  that  besides  the  actual 
costs  of  the  Department  for  salaries  and 
other  matters  there  had  been  a  cost  of 
£2,300  for  printing  spread  over  seven 
years.  He  thought  that  was  rather  a 
mean  observation  to  make,  and  further- 
more it  was  not  a  fair  observation.  In 
the  first  place,  there  had  been  a  return 
for  part  of  that  expenditure  in  books 
received  from  abroad  to  the  value  of  a 
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very  large  amount.    A  large  amount  of  j 
that  literature,  which  was  still  unsold,  I 
could  be  sold.     If  the  Department  had 
had   the  good    judgment  to    put    the 
eleven  volumes  in  more  suitable  binding  I 
and    offer    them    through    booksellers'  I 
agents  he  believed  a  very  much  larger  sale  I 
would  have  taken  place.      The  Intelli- 
gence Department  was  formed  in  1895, 1 
and   in  a  few  years  it  had  achieved  a  I 
reputation     for    efficiency    which,     he 
thought,  any  other  Government  Depart- 1 
ment  might  reasonably  envy.    The  work 
of  the  Department  was,  firstly,  to  deal 
with  the  correspondence  and  inquiries  I 
of  every  one  and  any  one  interested  in  I 
education  that  came  to  the  office  ;  in  the 
second  place,  to  answer  the  numerous 
letters  received  from    foreign    sources, 
and    that  correspondence    had   proved 
much  heavier  than  was  expected;  and 
thirdly,    to  issue  special    Returns,   the 
value    of   which  could  not    be  denied. 
Other  work  that  was  put  upon  them 
unexpectedly  was  the  finding  of  several 
hundreds  of  teachers  for  South  Africa, 
a  work  which  they  performed  very  well. 
The  most  important  of  their  work,  how- 
ever, was  theiasue  of  these  Special  Reports, 
which    were    appreciated    very    widely 
both     at     home      and     abroad,      par- 
ticularly      in      the     colonies,     though 
the    Government    did     not    seem     to 
appreciate   their    value.      The   Depart- 
ment had  proved  itself  a  centre  open  to 
the  whole  Empire  in  regard  to  educa- 
tional matters,  and  its  good  work  had 
been  very  largely  due  to   the  genius, 
capacity   and  devotion   of    Mr.   Sadler. 
Then  how  did  the  controversy  arise  1     It 
had  arisen  on  the  limits  of  the  inter- 
ference of   the  Education    Department 
with  the  discretion  of  Mr.  Sadler  as  to 
the  work  he  was  to  undertake  and  with 
regard    to     the    expenditure    of    part 
of   the   money   allotted.     Mr.    Acland's 
Minute    stated    that    the    head  of  the 
Intelligence    Department    was    to     be 
placed  under  the  Secretary  of  the  Board 
of    Education.      This    had    been    inter- 
preted   into    "  The   work   is   done,   and 
must     be    done     for    the     benefit     of 
the    Board,     at    the     instance    of     the 
Board,    and     under     the     direction     of 
the   Board."      What   was  the   Board  of 
Education  1    Surely  it  ought  to  be  the 
servant  of  the  nation  to  carry  out    the 
work  of  the  nation  in  the  best  possible 
Mr.  Errvmott. 


way.  He  had  shown  how  this  Department 
had  served  the  nation,  and  the  Empire. 
Why  had  this  controversy  arisen  now  t 
Because  the  Board  claimed  the  disposal 
of  the  time  of  this  Department  for  their 
own  immediate  wants  and  purposes,  and 
refused  to  allow  Mr.  Sadler  to  go  on  with 
what  he  considered  necessary  work. 

He  would  look  at  this  question  first  of 
all  on  the  merits  of  this  particular  con- 
troversy. It  was  proposed  that  this. 
Department  was  to  be  under  the  Board 
of  Education,  but  the  Treasury  Minute 
said: — 

"  It  will  be  the  duty  of  this  branch  to  keen- 
a  systematic  record  of  educational  work,  ana 
experiments  both  in  this  country  and  abroad." 

But  Mr.  Sadler  said  that  he  could  not 
keep  up  this  systematic  record  of  educa- 
tional work  and  experiments  in  this 
country  and  abroad  unless  with  extra 
help.  Careful  systematic  scientific  inquiry 
must  go  on,  or  else  the  information 
and  advice  would  become  of  no  value,, 
and  be  untrustworthy.  He  was  willing 
j  to  do  all  that  work  if  he  got  the  necessary 
help.  He  was  willing  to  leave  the  publi- 
I  cation  of  the  information  obtained  abso- 
lutely to  the  Board.  Now,  that  was  not 
unreasonable.  A  business  firm  which 
appointed  an  agent  for  special  purposes 
would  leave  him  general  freedom  to  do 
his  work  and  spend  the  money  given 
him  as  he  chose,  and  would  then  judge 
him  by  results.  Instead  of  that  a 
somewhat  pedantic  claim  seemed  to 
have  been  made  to  have  absolute  con- 
trol of  all  the  work  of  his  Depart- 
ment by  the  Secretary  to  the  Board 
of  Education.  There  was  no  re- 
fusal by  Mr.  Sadler  to  do  what  was 
wanted.  The  new  claim  made  was  to 
take  him  off  work  which  he  considered 
necessary.  He  was  willing  to  do  both 
the  work  he  considered  necessary  and 
the  new  work  if  he  had  the  staff,  but 
it  was  impossible  to  do  bath  concurrently 
with  the  present  staff.  He  maintained 
that,  on  this  narrower  ground,  Mr. 
Sadler's  attitude  was  not  unreasonable, 
and  that  there  was  no  insubordination. 
The  narrow  official  view  of  complete 
control  would  not.  have  been  taken 
by  broader-minded  men.  This  work 
was  done  for  the  nation,  not  to 
achieve  certain  results  for  the  De- 
partment, and  the  nation  was  a 
loser  by  the  mistake.  But  he  would 
j  take    the   matter    on    wider    grounds. 
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There  was  a  constant  complaint  made  in 
the  House  that  more  and  more  power 
was  passing  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Members  of  the  House  into  the  hands 
of  the  Government.  There  were  many 
reasons  for  that.  First,  the  larger  work 
of  an  increased  Empire ;  second,  new  ques- 
tions had  arisen  at  home,  such  as  the 
problem  of  education ;  and  third,  there 
was  an  immense  complication^  of  many 
questions  owing  to  new  discoveries  in 
social,  economic,  and  political  science. 
Owing  to  all  these  reasons  Parliamentary 
supervision  was  lessened,  and  that  meant 
that  more  and  more  was  left  to  the 
Government,  and  that  more  and  more 
was  left  to  the  officials  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

He  was  prepared  to  maintain  that 
the  Civil  Service  of  this  country  was 
one  of  our  glories,  and  he  had  nothing 
but  praise  for  the  work  done  by 
our  civil  servants.  But  it  was  owing 
to  the  increased  work,  increased  com- 
plication, and  the  less  control  by  the 
House  of  Commons  that  there  was  more 
and  more  need  for  an  Intelligence 
Department  which  must  be  impartial, 
and  ought  to  be  independent.  If  it  were 
a  mere  creature  of  the  Government,  or 
of  some  official  of  the  Government,  it 
would  be  of  no  use.  He  would  have  an 
Intelligence  Department  in  nearly  every 
Department — the  Local  Government 
Board,  the  Board  of  Trade,  the  Home 
Office,  and  the  Treasury.  For  instance, 
there  was  the  great  question  of  fiscal 
reform,  which  was  germane  to  the 
question  of  an  Intelligence  Department. 
The  country  was  invited  to  make  an 
inquiry  into  fiscal  matters  and  discuss  it, 
although  they  were  not  allowed  to 
discuss  it  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
Why  was  an  inquiry  needed  in 
these  matters?  It  might  be  argued 
that  inquiry  was  needed  because 
there  was  no  Intelligence  Department 
connected  with  the  Board  of  Trade. 
The  Board  of  Trade  collected  figures,  but 
it  did  not  collate  these  figures  in  a 
scientific  way.  There  was  only  one 
publication  of  the  kind  he  referred  to, 
a  Report  containing  comparative  statistics 
of  the  population,  industry,  and  com- 
merce of  tne  United  Kingdom  and  some 
leading  foreign  countries.  He  was  only 
referring  to  that  question  in  order  to 
say  that  there  were  other  Departments 
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besides  the  Board  of  Education  in 
which  an  Intelligence  Department 
would  be  of  great  value.  What  was 
wanted  was  constant,  scientific,  sustained 
inquiry  on  independent  lines,  especially 
in  regard  to  the  question  of  education. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  truth  had 
ever  yet  been  told  to  the  country  about 
education.  He  believed  that  the  one 
great  and  glaring  reason  why  we  were 
being  beaten  in  the  world  of  commerce 
by  Germany  and  the  United  States  was 
our  neglect  of  secondary  and  technical 
education.  It  was  important  that  the 
country  should  be  told  the  truth  in 
regard  to  these  things. 

The  cost  of  an  Intelligence  De- 
partment was  trifling,  and  it  would 
be  saved  over  and  over  again,  either 
actually  or  in  increased  efficiency. 
He  repeated  that  such  a  Department  to 
be  useful  must  not  be  the  tool  of  an 
autocratic  Minister  or  official.  Even  if 
Mr.  Sadler  were  technically  wrong— and 
he  knew  that  that  was  the  official  view 
— he  believed  that  the  principle  for 
wjbich  he  was  fighting  was  right,  and 
must  be  acted  upon  if  any  real  advantage 
was  to  be  gained.  As  to  the  future  of 
the  Department,  he  wanted  to  ask  two 
or  three  questions.  In  the  first  place, 
he  wanted  to  ask  whether  the  publica- 
tions which  were  mentioned  on  page  55 
of  the  Blue-book  as  being  in  progress 
were  to  be  issued  soon.  Particularly  he 
wanted  to  know  when  the  reports  on 
public  instruction,  public  health,  and  on 
the  industrial  training  of  native  races, 
the  educational  system  of  Russia,  on 
secondary  education  in  France,  and  on 
the  educational  system  in  Germany 
would  be  issued.  Were  the  inquiries 
and  special  reports  to  go  on  in  the  De- 
partment under  the  new  management 
on  the  same  plan  as  heretofore  1  Next, 
was  the  office  open  to  individualinquirers  ? 
His  last  question  was,  would  the  Depart- 
ment give  official  letters  of  introduction, 
as  in  the  past,  to  properly  quali- 
fied individuals  interested  in  edu- 
cation who  were  going  abroad  for  the 
purpose  of  studying  foreign  schools.  He 
had  tried  to  argue  this  question  on  broad 
grounds  of  public  policy,  and  to  eliminate 
the  narrower  personal  element.  He 
wanted  to  make  it  clear  to  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Parliamentary  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Education,  that  he  cared 

I 
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much  more  for  the  future  of  the  Depart- 
ment than  for  the  exact  rightness  or 
wrongness  of  the  question  in  controversy. 
For  the  sake  of  the  convenience  of  the 
Committee,  he  begged  to  move  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Vote  by  £100. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,249,706, 
be  granted  for  the  said  Service." — (Mr. 
Emmott.) 

Mr.   WHITLEY    (Halifax)  said    the 
Committee   would  agree   that    his   hon. 
friend    was     quite    entitled      to    bring 
this  matter  before  their  attention.     He 
hoped  that  every  Member  of  the  Com- 
mittee had   read   the   Blue-book    which 
contained    the    correspondence    in    this 
controversy,  because  he  believed  that  the 
matter  contained  in  that  book  was  of  the 
very  highest  importance  for  the   future 
efficiency   of  the    Civil   Service.       This 
special     Intelligence     Department     was 
almost  unique  for  its  efficiency   and  its 
methods.     So  much  had  been  admitted 
on   all  sides.      No  work  turned  out  by 
any  other   Department  in   recent  tim$s 
could  be  compared  with  that  performed 
in  this  special  Department  in  the  brilliant 
series  of  reports   which   had   been   pre- 
sented by  it.     He  need  only  to  refer  to  a 
single  one  of  them — viz.,   tnat  wonderful 
report   on  the  education  in  preparatory 
and  secondary  schools — a  report   which, 
to  his   knowledge,  had  had  a  stimulating 
effect   in  every  school  district  where  it 
had   been  digested.     The  step  which  had 
resulted  in  the   resignation  of  Mr.  Sadler 
seemed  to  make  it  impossible  for  a  civil 
servant  to  look  upon  the  great  question 
of  education  from  an  impartial  point  of 
view.     They  fought  the  Education   Bill 
of  last  year  because  they  believed  that  it 
violated  all  the  principles  which  they  held 
dear ;  but  at  the  same   time  there   was  j 
about  this  educational  matter  something  j 
on  which  they  were  all  agreed.     If,  as  the  ; 
Blue-book  showed,  one  of  the  causes  of 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Sadler  was   that 
chore   was   an    official   in    an   important  j 
Department  who  claimed  the  right  to  stand  \ 
apart  from  the  controversies  of  the  moment  i 
and  to  look  at  education  from  an  Imperial  ' 
and    broader    point   of   view,    then,    he 
said,  it    was   a  very  sad    thing  indeed  , 
that  that  step  should  have  been   taken. 
He  would  read  a  short  extract  from  the 
Blue-book,     which  J]  would     show     the 
Mr.  Emmott. 


immense  importance  of  this  matter. 
Mr.  Sadler  in  conceiving  what  his  duty 
was  in  connection  with  the  Department 
wrote — 

I      "  The    Office    of    Special    Inquiries    has    a 
,  scientific  and  investigating  duty,  as  well  as  a 
■  strictly  administrative    one.       Its    most    im- 
portant and  responsible  task  is  to  undertake 
the  dispassionate  examination  of  educational 
problems,  and   to  lay  before  the  country  an 
|  impartial  and  accurate  survey  of  the  facts  on 
j  both  sides  pf  great  educational  questions." 

!  Could  it  have  been  that  the  Govern- 
!  ment  claimed  from  this  Department 
i  that  they  should  present  their  Reports 
i  only  on  one  side  of  the  educational 
j  controversy  (  Then,  Mr.  Sadler  went 
on  to  say — 

;  •'  So  that  there  may  thus  be  formed,  in 
I  regard  to  national  education,  that  sound  and 

enlightened  public  opinion,  on  the  existence  of 
|  which,  far  more  than  on  Departmental  control,. 

the  prospects  of  wise  educational  development 
!  depend. 

'  And  further,  he  went  on  to  add — 

■      "  It  would,  I  believe,  be  educationally  mis- 

chievous  and  contrary  to  the  public  interest  if 

the  Office  of  Special  Inquiries,  instead  of  doing 

I  full  justice  to  both    sides  in  an    educational 

I  controversy,  were  to  prepare  Reports  with  the 

|  design  of  influencing  public  opinion  in  favour 

I  of  particular  administrative  aims    or   views,, 

I  which  might  happen  to  be  cherished  by  the 

j  Board  of  Education  for  the  time  being.     The 

'  work  for  the  Special  Inquiry  Office,   though 

|  practical,  shoula  be  scientific  and   impartial, 

free  from   administrative  bias,  and  national; 

not  merely  Departmental,  in  aim." 

That  was  a  very  serious  matter.  As 
the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham  said,  the 
Civil  Service  had  hitherto  always  been 
an  impartial  service.  Many  hon.  Mem- 
bers had  read  this  correspondence  with 
profound  regret,  and  they  trusted  that 
the  present  administration  of  the  Board 
of  Education  was  not  bent  on  overthrow- 
ing all  those  high  ideals  which  had 
made  the  Civil  Service  of  this  country 
the  most  enlightened  in  the  world 
Whoever  was  appointed  successor  to 
Mr.  Sadler— he  knew  nothing  of  the 
gentleman— it  was  to  be  hoped  that 
he  would  not  be  appointed  under 
conditions  opposed  to  those  so  well 
expressed  in  Mr.  Sadler's  Memorandum. 

Mr.  HELME  (Lancashire,  Lancaster) 
said  it  was  highly  desirable  and  in  the 
best  interest  of  the  country  that  the  De- 
partment should  carefully  strive  to 
dissipate  those  suspicions  that  had 
gathered  round  it,  that  it  had  not  been  so 
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desirous  of  maintaining  the  traditions  of 
the  Civil  Service  in  regard  to  the  interests 
of  public  education  as  of  endeavouring  to 
support  the  policy  of  the  Government 
which  for  the  moment  was  in  power, 
suspicions  engendered  by  the  fact  that  Sir 
George  Kekewich,  Captain  Abney  and 
Mr.  Sadler  had  almost  simultaneously 
left  the  service.  It  was  to  be  hoped 
the  Department  would  in  future  avoid 
similar  misunderstandings.  Suspicion 
had  been  increased  by  the  attitude 
taken  by  the  Board  towards  the  schemes 
presented  by  local  councils,  but  he  was 
glad  to  know  that  the  feeling  had 
diminished  under  a  more  conciliatory 
attitude.  He  could  not  speak  with 
freedom,  but  he  could  say  that  he  had 
seen  a  private  letter  which  relieved  a 
permanent  official  of  the  Department 
from  the  suspicion  that  he  had 
worked  for  the  exclusion  of  Mr. 
43adler.  It  would  also  be  well  for  the 
Department  if  there  were  a  little  more 
promptness  displayed  in  the  administra- 
tion of  every-day  affairs,  and  in  dealing 
with  correspondence.  The  vicar  of  a 
parish  in  his  constituency  complained 
that  the  local  authority  had  been  com 
pelled  to  overdraw  its  account  because  of 
delay  on  the  part  of  the  Department. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  he  would 
at  once  answer  the  question  addressed 
to  him  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham 
SB  to  the  continuation  of  the  work  of 
the  Department.     There  would   be  no 
change  of  policy  whatever.     The  works 
which  were  in  hand  would  be  published, 
and  Mr.  Heath  would  carry  on  the  work 
of  Mr.  Sadler  on  the  same  lines  on  which 
it  had  been  conducted  hitherto.    There- 
fore   the    hon.    Member   might   relieve 
himself  of  all  anxiety  as  to  the  future  of 
this   branch  of    the  Department.      He 
had    no    reason    to    suppose  that  the 
work    would     not     be     done    admir- 
ably   in   the    future       He   was    quite 
prepared   to    admit  that  it  had    been 
done    admirably    in     the     past.       He  I 
regretted    very  much   the   loss  of    Mr.  I 
Sadler's  services,  but  he  could  not  admit  j 
for  one   moment  any  of    the   charges  | 
which   had  been   brought  against  the  j 
Board  of  Education  in  this  matter.    Mr. 
Sadler  asked  for    money.     They  were  j 
prepared  to  press  the  Treasury  for  the 
money,  but  Mr.  Sadler   retired  before  ' 


!  they  had  the  opportunity  of  asking  for 

it.     He  asked  for  an  increase  of  room  -. 

They  had  already  arranged  that  with 

the  Board  of  Works.     He  asked  for  an 

;  increase  of  staff,  and  they  were  prepared 

!  to  obtain    that    for    him.      The    hon. 

Member    ventured    to    assert,    and    he 

i  resented  the  suggestion   strongly,  that 

|  Mr.  Sadler  was  asked  to  colour  in  some 

I  way,  or  to  distort,  the  Reports  which 

I  he  published  in  order   to   serve   some 

,  supposed    policy    of    the    Department. 

<  No  such  suggestion  ever  was   made  to 

him,  and   he  did   not  think  the   hon. 

I  Member   for   Oldham   could    find    any 

j  foundation  for  such  a  suggestion  except 

I  the  words  he  quoted  just  now.     They 

I  were  his  words — 

i  "It  cannot  be  too  clearly  insisted  upon  that 
the  work  of  the  office  of  Special  Inquiries  and 
Reports  has  been,  and  must  be,  done  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Board." 


That  was,  for  the  benefit  of  the  educa- 
tion of  the  country. 

"At  the  instance  of  the  Board  and  under 
the  direction  of  the  Board." 

There  was  no  suggestion  there  that  Mr. 
Sadler  was  asked  to  in  any  way  colour 
or  alter  his  reports  to  suit  any  require- 
ments of  the  Board. 

Mr.  EMMOTT :  I  do  not  think  that  I 
made  any  such  suggestion. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  thought  the 
whole  tenor  of  the  remarks  of  the  hon. 
Member—"  that  the  country  ought  to 
hear  the  truth,"  "  that  the  £oard  ought 
to  be  impartial,'1  "  that  civil  {servants 
who  supply  special  information  ought 
not  to  be  asked  to  alter  that  information 
in  order  to  carry  out  the  policy  of  the 
Department" — that  was  the  gist  of  all  or 
most  of  the  charges  in  all  the  three 
speeches  which  had  been  made,  and  they 
were  charges  which  he  repudiated  with 
something  approaching  indignation.  He 
desired  to  place  on  record,  and  it  was  on 
record  in  the  Blue-book,  that — 

"  The  director  wholly  misunderstood  the 
minute  of  March  31st  when  he  assumed,  in  his 
letter  of  April  3rd,  addressed  to  the  President, 
that  in  setting  forth  the  result  of  his  inquiries 
he  would  be  required  to  state,  not  what  he 
believed  to  be  true,  but  what  was  '  adminis- 
tratively convenient/  The  same  misunder- 
standing is  apparent  in  the  Minute  of  same 
date  addressed  to  the  Secretary." 

There  was  no  ground  whatever  for  the 
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suggestion  made  by  Mr.  Sadler  that  he 
was  to  state,  not  what  was  true,  but 
whatwas"  administratively  convenient. ' 
In  the  Minute  in  which  Mr.  Sadler 
announced  that  he  would  resign — and  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  Mr.  Sadler 
announced  that  he  would  resign  unless 
the  money  and  the  discretion  and  the 
other  matters  which  he  wanted  were 
given  to  him— there  were  several  phrases 
which  assumed  that  Mr.  Sadler's  Depart- 
ment was  wholly  independent  of  the 
Board  of  Education ;  and  he  felt  it 
necessary  to  make  it  clear  to  Mr.  Sadler 
that  he  was  a  member  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  which  he  belonged,  that  he  was 
on  the  staff  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
and  that  his  work  must  be  done  with 
some  relation  to  the  work  of  that  Depart- 
ment. The  hon.  Member  had  spoken  of 
internal  pressure.  He  had  said  that 
Lord  Londonderry  and  himself  were  not 
strong  enough  in  resisting  internal 
pressure.  That  was  another  suggestion 
which  he  most  emphatically  repudiated. 
From  the  moment  that  the  Minute  with 
Mr.  Sadler's  proposed  resignation  came 
into  their  hands— and  the  whole  of  the 
correspondence  had  passed  through  his 
hands — there  had  been  no  internal 
pressure  whatever.  He  had  a  reason  for 
insisting  that  Mr.  Sadler  was  a  member 
of  the  Department,  and  was  not  an 
independent  person. 

In  the  month  of  January  Mr.  Sadler 
sent  a  Memorandum,  a  confidential 
Memorandum,  addressed  to  the  Board 
as  to  the  mode  in  which  it  was  desirable 
that  Councils  should  frametheirschemes. 
A  few  days  after  he  received  this  Memo- 
randum, which  he  read  with  much 
interest,  he  was  surprised  to  see  a  letter 
in  The  Times,  signed  "  Sigma/'  embody- 
ing the  substance  and  much  of  the 
wording  of  that  Memorandum.  He  felt 
that  this  was  a  matter  which  he  was 
bound  to  take  notice  of,  and  for  this 
reason.  The  letter  was  accompanied  by 
an  article  in  The  Times  calling  attention 
to  it,  speaking  of  it  as  the  work  of  a 
person  of  great  educational  experience, 
and  treating  it  as  an  inspired  letter.  At 
that  moment  the  Board  were  com- 
mencing their  relations  with  the  various 
local  authorities  as  regarded  the  for- 
mation of  their  schemes;  and  nothing 
be  more  destructive  of  the  pro- 
of a  good  understanding  between 
rt&iam  Anton. 


the  Board  of  Education  and  the  local 
authorities  than  the  supposition  that 
the  Department  were  endeavouring  to 
influence  public  opinion  through  the 
Press  as  to  the  particular  mode  in  which 
they  desired  to  see  the  schemes  framed. 
He  felt  it  his  duty  to  call  the  attention 
of  Lord  Londonderry  to  this  letter. 
Lord  Londonderry  had  given  him  an 
account  of  what  had  taken  place.  He 
sent  for  Mr.  Sadler  and  told  him  he  had 
read  a  letter  in  The  2imes%  signed 
"Sigma,"  so  resembling  the  Memoran- 
dum or  letter  drawn  up  by  the  Board  of 
Education  that  he  considered  it  his  duty 
to  tell  him  his  opinion  about  it.  Lord 
Londonderry  said  he  would  not  ask 
him  whether  he  was  "  Sigma,"  but 
would  say  that  he  could  not  allow  any 
official  in  his  Department  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  his  position  in  the  Depart- 
ment to  write  letters  to  the  Press 
either  under  his  own  or  under  an 
assumed  name.  Mr.  Sadler  immediately 
admitted  that  he  was  "  Sigma,"  but 
thought  that  he  was  justified  in  pro- 
mulgating the  strong  views  he  held  on 
certain  questions  connected  with  educa- 
tion in  the  Press  when  he  thought  fit 
The  Department  had  been  charged  with 
influencing  the  Press  by  garbling  Mr. 
Sadler's  Report,  a  charge  absolutely  un- 
founded, but  what  were  they  to  say  as 
to  an  official  in  the  Department  who 
endeavoured  to  influence  public  opinion 
by  anonymous  correspondence  in  the 
Press  at  a  very  critical  time  1  He  was 
sorry  he  had  had  to  bring  this  matter 
before  the  House,  but  those  were  the  cir- 
cumstances which  made  him  feel  bound  to 
remind  Mr.  Sadler  in  the  Memorandum 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  had  referred, 
that  the  work  of  his  Department 
was  to  be  done  for  the  benefit,  at  the 
instance  and  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board.  Mr.  Sadler  said  that  he  must 
consider  whether  he  should  retain  his 
position.  Nothing  more  happened,  and 
Mr.  Sadler  retained  his  position  He 
thought  that  showed  that  Mr.  Sadler 
was  not  treated  with  any  want  of  con- 
sideration by  the  chiefs  of  the  Depart- 
ment. 

Shortly  after  there  came  the  Memo- 
randa referred  to,  and  Mr.  Sadler  said 
that  the  work  of  the  office  of  Special 
Inquiries   should     not     be    necessarily 
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subordinated  to  the  immediate  adminis- 
trative purposes  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation. Mr.  Sadler  again  said  that  he 
wished  to  resign  ;  but  he  was  extremely 
anxious  that  Mr.  Sadler's  services  should 
be  retained,  and  suggested  to  Lord 
Londonderry  that  he  might  come  to 
some  terms  on  which  Mr.  Sadler  might 
continue  his  work  consistently  with  the 
duties  of  the  Department.  He  drew  up 
the  Memorandum  which  appeared  in  the 
Blue-book  (No.  43),  and  he  thought  the 
hon.  Member  would  see  that  every 
demand  of  Mr.  Sadler's  was  acceded  to, 
•except  as  to  the  office  being  an  in- 
dependent one.  Only  he  was  reminded 
that  the  director  was  a  servant  of  the 
Department,  and  that  if  he  were  asked 
to  supply  information  either  for  the 
benefit  of  the  local  authorities  or  to 
enable  his  political  chiefs  to  answer 
Parliamentary  inquiries,  this  must  have 
the  first  claim  on  his  time.  He  thought 
that  considering  that  Mr.  Sadler's  De- 
partment was  the  Intelligence  Depart- 
ment that  was  a  not  unreasonable 
demand.  Mr.  Sadler  replied  that  if  he 
were  furnished  with  a  staff  he  would  do 
this,  provided  that  in  no  case  should — 

4 'The  regular  and  systematic  collection  and 
recording  of  educational  work  and  experiments 
At  home  and  abroad  be  broken  into  or  sus- 
pended bv  reason  of  the  urgent  demand  for 
the  immediate  supply  of  particular  information 
needed  in  current  administration  or  debate." 

Let  them  suppose  that  a  case  occurred 
where  information  was  pressingiy  re- 
quired, and  they  sent  over  to  Mr. 
Sadler,  that  was  to  their  Intelligence 
Department,  to  ask  for  an  immediate 
supply  of  this  information,  and  suppose 
Mr.  Sadler  said:  "I  am  pursuing  a 
steady  course  of  scientific  inquiry  and  I 
am  lorry  to  say  I  cannot  give  you  the 
information  you  want."  Supposing  an 
inquiry  had  been  addressed  to  Lord 
Londonderry  in  the  House  of  Lords  the 
answer  to  which  could  only  be  obtained 
from  the  Intelligence  Department,  and 
Mr.  Sadler  was  informed  that  the  infor 
mation  would  be  wanted  by  the  next  day, 
would  Mr.  Sadler  be  justified  in  refusing 
to  give  it  on  these  grounds  1 

MR.  EMMOTT  asked  whether  that  had 
occurred. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  no,  but 
if  it  had  occurred,  and  it  might  fairly 


be  inferred  from  Mr.  Sadler  s  words  that 
it  might,  either  Mr.  Sadler  or  himself 
would  have  had  to  leave  the  Department. 
Was  it  reasonable  that  the  Director  of 
the  Intelligence  Department  should  hold 
himself  free  to  refuse  information  be- 
cause of  some  scientific  inquiry  which 
was  going  on  ?  What  would  be  said  at 
the  War  Office  if  Lord  Roberts  sent  to 
the  head  of  the  Intelligence  Department 
for  information  and  was  told  that  the 
Department  was  pursuing  a  course  of 
strategical  inquiry  which  could  not  be  in- 
terrupted ?  What  would  Lord  Roberts  and 
the  Secretary  for  War  haveto  say  to  that  ? 
He  told  Lord  Londonderry  that  he  could 
not  advise  him  to  accept  the  terms  of 
that  last  Memorandum.  It  was  quite 
impossible  that  a  member  o  the  staff, 
who  had  already  given  such  clear  indi- 
cation that  he  considered  himself  in- 
dependent of  the  Department,  could  be 
accepted  as  representing  their  Intelli- 
gence Department  when  he  considered 
himsef  entitled  to  withhold  intelligence 
whenever  he  thought  that  the  furnish- 
ing of  it  interfered  with  a  course  of 
steady  scientific  educational  inquiry. 
He  thought  they  were  right  in  holding 
this  view,  and  he  was  prepared  to  stand 
by  it.  He  assured  hon.  Members  that 
the  suggestion  of  internal  pressure  was 
wholly  unfounded.  Lord  Londonderry 
and  he  were  wholly  responsible  for  all 
that  had  passed,  and  in  th'8  particular 
matter  referred  to,  Mr.  Sadler  had  the 
most  friendly  assurances  that  if  he  would 
stay  on  with  them  the  work  might  go  on 
as  pleasantly  as  it  ought  to  do  in  a 
Government  Department. 

Mr.  EMMOTT  quite  agreed  that  the 
hon.  Baronet  and  Lord  Londonderry  had 
done  all  they  could  to  keep  Mr.  Sadler 
by  their  personal  conduct  towards  him, 
but  the  ways  of  the  Education  Depart- 
ment were  extraordinary  to  the  ordinary 
man.  The  right  hon  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Cambridge  University  had 
told  them  about  something  which 
occurred  when  he  was  at  the  Education 
Department.  He  said  he  did  not  do  it, 
ana  was  not  responsible  for  it. 

Sir  JOHN  GORST:  No.~  The  hon 
Baronet  said  I  had  passed  certain  plans. 
I  asked  if  I  had  personally  passed  or 
whether  they  were  merely  passed  whil* 
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I  was  at  the  Department.   I  never  said  1 1 
was  not  responsible.     I  was  responsible 
for  everything  done  whether  I  knew  it 
or  not. 

"3MR.  EMMOTT  said  there  was 'the 
letter  written  by  the  hon.  Baronet  and 
signed  Mr.  Morant.  Why  did  the 
Parliamentary  Secretary  write  a  letter 
signed  by  Mr.  Morant  ¥ 

♦Sir]  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  such 
letters  to  the  staff  were  always  signed  by 
the  Secretary  to  the  Department.  The 
object  of  mentioning  to  the  House  that 
it  was  his  own  composition  was  to  clear 
•away  the  misapprehension  of  internal 
pressure. 

Mr.  EMMOTT  said  he  was  quite 
ignorant  of  the  workings  of  the  Depart- 
ment, and  he  apologised  for  the  misunder- 
standing, although  it  was  possible  for  any 
ordinary  mind  to  fall  into  the  mistake. 
He  did  not  intend,  as  had  been  suggested, 
to  accuse  the  Department  of  asking  Mr. 
Sadler  to  colour  the  Reports  that  he 
presented  to  it,  neither  had  he  accused 
the  Department  of  garbling  Reports. 
Possibly  he  expressed  himself  imperfectly, 
but  what  he  wished  to  point  out  was 
that  if  they  interfered  with  a  director  of 
an  Intelligence  Department  and  took  him 
off  work  on  which  he  was  engaged,  and 
which  they  did  not  want  him  to  go  on 
with,  and  put  him  on  to  other  work  with- 
out enlarging  his  staff,  they  might  produce 
an  alteration  in  the  results  of  his  work 
without  doing  anything  that  could  be 
called  asking  him  to  produce  garbled  or 
•coloured  reports.  He  still  could  not  under- 
stand what  occasioned  this  difficulty. 
He  did  not  desire  to  carry  the  matter  to 
a  division,  and  would  ask  leave  to  with- 
draw his  Amendment. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  said  that  the  reason 
why  the  Amendment  would  be  with- 
drawn was  because  they  felt  it  to  be  of 
the  highest  importance  that  nothing  con- 
nected with  the  Civil  Service  should  ever 
be  made  a  Party  issue.  They,  therefore, 
would  not  press  the  Amendment. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 
jS^r  John  Gorst. 


Sir  JOHN  GORST  said  he  wished  to 
say  a  word  about  the  inquiry  into  the 
physical  condition  of  the  people  of  this 
country  which  the  Duke  of  Devonshire 
had  promised  in  another  place.  He  quite 
saw  that  the  promise  of  such  an  inquiry 
had  entirely  prevented  the  Board  of 
Education  from  making  any  further 
inquiries  at  present  on  its  own  accouut 
into  the  condition  of  the  children  in  the 
schools.  He  hoped,  however,  this  circum- 
stance would  not  prevent  the  Board  tak- 
ing such  energetic  steps  as  the  hon. 
Baronet  had  promised  for  the  improve- 
ment immediately  of  the  condition  of 
these  children.  The  Board  was  thoroughly 
well  informed  through  its  inspectors  of 
the  facts  which  were  elicited  by  the 
Royal  Commission  in  Scotland,  and 
which  would,  no  doubt,  be  elicited  by  the 
Royal  Commission  when  appointed  in 
England.  The  Board  had  excellent  in- 
spectors who  had,  he  had  no  doubt, 
given  them  most  ample  information  as  to 
the  condition  of  the  children.  For  in- 
stance, in  London  one  of  the  inspectors 
was  a  gentleman  who  was  a  qualified 
medical  practitioner,  who  took  the  most 
intense  interest  in  the  question,  and  who 
gave  himself,  when  he  was  at  the  Board 
of  Education,  most  ample  information  as 
to  the  unhappy  condition  of  these  children. 
The  information  which  the  hon.  Baronet 
gave  to  the  Committee  that  evening  was 
no  doubt  derived  first-hand  from  his  own 
inspectors ;  and  it  would  amply  justify 
the  Board  of  Education  in  taking  action 
without  waiting  for  the  result  of  any 
further  inquiry.  He  felt  the  utmost  con- 
fidence that  the  hon.  Baronet  would  take 
energetic  steps  in  the  matter ;  and  that 
he  would  not  suspend  action  as  the 
result  of  the  inquiry  which  had  been  fore- 
shadowed in  another  place. 

♦Mr.  NORMAN  (Wolverhampton,  S.) 
said  that    many   hon.   Members   might 
i  have   thought  that  the   picture    which 
,  had  I  een  drawn  by  his  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Carnarvon-  Boroughs   was 
over-coloured.    It  was,  however,  under- 
coloured    rather    than     over-coloured, 
although  the  hon.  Baronet  said  it  had  no 
|  relation  to  the  facts.     In  the  interests  of 
historical  accuracy  he  proposed  to  give 
one  example  in  connection  with  his  own 
constituency.     A  deputation  of  his  con- 
stituents came  to  the  Board  of  Education, 
and   they  were  informed  by  a    certain 
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distinguished  official  that  they  oould  not 
do  what  they  desired  to  do.  They  pro- 
tested that,  as  they  understood  the  Act, 
they  were  at  liberty  to  act  as  they 
desired,  and  they  were  informed  that  so 
great  was  the  power  of  the  Board  of 
Education  that  if  the  Board  decreed 
that  every  member  of  the  local  education 
authority  should  have  red  hair  no 
member  could  be  appointed  who  had 
not  red  hair.  Alarmed  at  the  prospect 
of  such  an  extraordinary  instruction, 
the  deputation  withdrew  precisely  in  the 
spirit  described  by  his  hon.  friend.  Such 
a  hectoring,  bullying  spirit,  as  his  hon. 
friend  had  described  it,  was  not  in 
the  interests  of  education,  and  it  would 
be  better  for  all  parties  if  it  were 
abandoned. 


Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  said 
he  should  like  to  have  information  from 
the  hon.  Baronet  with  reference  to  the 
question  of  children's  teeth.  During 
the  war  a  large  number  of  young  men 
had  to  be  refused  because  of  the  condition 
of  their  teeth.  He  brought  the  matter 
before  the  Education  Department,  and 
the  reply  he  received  was  that  the 
Department  was  considering  the 
matter.  He  would  suggest  that  dentists 
should  be  told  off  to  examine  the 
teeth  of  the  children  in  the  schools.  He 
now  wished  to  know  if  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion had  taken  any  steps  in  the  matter.  A 
large  number  of  would-be  recruits  were 
now  rejected  for  the  Army  and  Navy  in 
consequence  of  the  state  of  their  teeth ; 
and  they  would  probably  have  been 
eligible  if  their  teeth  had  been  attended 
to  in  their  youth.  It  was  a  national 
question,  and  in  order  to  secure  a  reply 
he  would  move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote 
by  £200. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,249,606, 
be  granted  for  the  said  service." — {Mr. 
Weir.) 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  the  hon. 
Member  had  asked  him  a  question  on  the 


subject  not  long  ago,  and  he  then  told 
the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  Board  of 
Education  was  in  communication  with  the 
local  authorities  as  to  the  most  convenient 
manner  of  dealing  with  the  matter.^He 
could  assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  \  that 
the  matter  would  not  be  overlooked, 
though  he  could  not  promise  that  any 
specific  method  would  be  adopted  for 
making  the  inquiries  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  wanted. 


Mr.  WEIR  said  he  protested  against 
thisdilly -dallying  with  the  question.  They 
were  told  that  nothing  had  been  done,, 
but  that  the  matter  would  be  considered. 
That  was  the  invariable  reply  given  in 
the  House ;  but  something  ought  to  be 
done  by  this  time.  He  Telt  bound  to 
protest. 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  a  division,, 
and  the  Chairman  stated  that  he  thought 
the  Noes  had  it;  and,  on  his  decision 
being  challenged,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
the  division  was  frivolously  claimed,  and 
he  accordingly  directed  the  Ayes  to  stand 
up  in  their  places,  and  three  Members 
having  stood  up,  the  Chairman  declared 
that  the  Noes  had  it. 


Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Class  II. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £9,985,  be 
granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the 
sum  necessary  to  defray  the  charge 
which  will  come  ^in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1904,  for  the  salaries  and 
expenses  of  the  office  of  His  Majesty's 
Secretary  for  Scotland  and  subordinate 
office,  expenses  under  The  Inebriate 
Acts,  1879  to  1900,  and  expenses  under 
The  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1899,  including  a  Grant  in 
aid  of  the  Congested  Districts  (Scotland) 
Fund." 


267  Adjournment 

*Mr.    DEWAR  (Inverness-shire)   said 
he  wished  to  protest  against  the  Scotch 
Estimates  being  taken  at  ten  minutes  to 
twelve.     On  the  whole  Scotland  was  a 
well-governed  country,  but  they  had  some 
grievances,  and  the  grievance  he  wished 
to  ventilate  was  the   most   pressing   of 
them  all — that   of  the  condition  of  the 
Highland    crofters     and    cottars.       He 
wished   to  mention  two   points.      Last 
year    they    asked    the    Lord   Advocate 
to    give    the     Committee    an    account 
of    certain   lands  bought    by  the   Con- 
gested   Districts    Board.       The     Lord 
Advocate  had  been  good  enough  to  give 
it ;  and  it  would  be  found  in  an  Appendix 
to  the  Report.     He  wished  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  fact 
that  the  Board,  although  it  had  been  in 
existence  for  five  years,  had  only  up  to 
the  present  spent  two-and-a-half  years' 
income.    The  Board  had  purchased  land 
in  Barra  for  a  sum  of  £7,900,  and  they 
charged    the     crofters     for    that    land 
£5,500,  which  might  be  taken  as  a  fair 
price.     That  meant  that  the  Board  gave 
a  bonus  of  43  per  cent.,  or,  if  the  loss 
on  the  sheep  stock,  which  was,  after  all, 
a  landlord's  obligation,  was  taken  into 
account,    a    bonus    of    51.6   per    cent 
more  than  the  value  of  the  land.    He 
was  in  favour  of  proprietors  in  Scotland 
getting  full  and  generous  value  for  their 
land.    He  was  in  favour  of  Scotch  land- 
lords being  no  worse  treated  than  Irish 
landlords,  but  the  figures  he  had  quoted 
showed  how   hopeless  it  was  to  expect 
the  Congested   Districts  Board  for  Scot- 
land  to  do  any   good   in  settling  the 
people  on  the    land    by    the    methods 
wliich  they  adopted.     He  was  strongly 
of  4  opinion     that    the     bonus     which 
had  been  paid  for  the  land  went  to  the 
agricultural  tenants;  and,  if   that  were 
so,  it  showed  gross  mismanagement.     The 
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for  land    for    this    particular 
purpose  had  been  going  on   for  years; 
and  although   the    Congested    Districts 
Board  knew  of  the  agitation  they  allowed 
the   leases  of  this  land  to  be  renewed. 
The  other  point  to  which  he  wished  to 
draw  attention  was  the  difference  between 
the  management  of  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  of  Scotland  and  the  Con- 
gested  Districts  Board  of  Ireland.     He 
had    lately    visited    the    scene    of    the 
operations    of    the     Irish     Board,    and 
the  comparison  with   the   work   of    the 
Scottish  Board  was  to  a  Scotchman  most 
humiliating.    In  the  Report  of  the  Scottish 
Board  he  could  find  not  a  single  reference 
to  fish  or  fishing.     The  sea  bordering  his 
constituency  swarmed  with  fish,  yet  the 
Scottish  Board  did  nothing  to  improve 
the  fishing  industry,  whereas  the  Irish 
Board  had  developed  the  industry  until 
it  had  yielded  something  like  £26,700,  of 
which  £17,000  went  to  the  fishermen, 
£6,000  went   to  repay  the  cost  of  the 
boats,  and  £2,000  was  spent  in  teaching 
the  fishermen  how  to  catch  the  fish  and 
develop  the  industry.     The  Irish  Hoard 
employed  a  Scotchman  who  taught  the 
Irish   fishermen  how   to   fish,  and   that 
Board  also  chartered  a  steamer  to  take 
fish  caught  off  the  North  Coast  of  Ireland 
to  Glasgow.      On   the  other  hand,  the 
Scottish  Board  did  nothing  whatever  to 
develop  the  industry  in  Scotland. 

And,  it  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman 
left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House. 


Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday 
next ;  Committee  also  to  report  Progress ; 
to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 


Adjourned  at  three  minutes  after 
Twelve  o'clock. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 
Friday,  10th  July,  1903. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill 
have  been  complied  with: — Local  Govern- 
ment (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5). 

Also  the  Certificate  that  no  Standing 
Orders  are  applicable  to  the  followiug 
Bill: — Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  7). 

And  also  the  Certificates  that  the 
further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to 
the  following  Bills  have  been  complied 
with : — Strabane  and  Letter kenny  Rail- 
way; Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Rail- 
way (Extension  of  Time);  Kingston- 
upon-Hull  Corporation ;  Sheffield  Cor- 
I>oration. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

Ulster  and  Connaught  Light  Railways 
Bill.  Examiner's  Certificate  of  non- 
compliance with  the  Standing  Orders 
referred  to  the  Standing  Orders  Com- 
mittee on  Tuesday  next. 

Scottish  Central  Electric  Power  Bill 
[H.L.].  The  Chairman  of  Committees 
informed  the  House  that  the  opposition 
to  the  Bill  was  withdrawn.  The  order 
made  on  23rd  June  last  discharged,  and 
Bill  committed  for  Tuesday  next. 

London  County  Council  (Tramways 
and  Improvements)  Bill ;  Metropolitan 
Police  Provisional  Order  Bill ;  London 
United  Tramways  Bill;  Harrow,  Road 
and  Paddington  Tramways  Bill.  Report 
from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That 
the  Earl  of  Craven  and  the  Lord  Bel- 
haven  and  Stenton  be  proposed  to  the 
House  as  members  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  said  Bills  in  the  place  of 
the  Earl  Waldegrave  and  the  Lord 
Kilmaine.     Read,  and  agreed  to. 

VOL.  CXXV.       [Fourth  Series.] 


Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5)  Bill.  Report  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection,  That  the  Lord  Den- 
man  be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a 
member  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
said  Bill  in  the  place  of  the  Earl  of 
Mayo ;  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Brighton  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]. 
Moved,  That  Standing  Orders  Nos.  143 
and  143a  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  3* ;  agreed  to ;  Bill  read 
3*  accordingly,  and  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  Commons. 

South  Staffordshire  Tramways  Bill 
[h.lJ.  Read  3a,  and  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  Commons. 

Wolverhampton  and  Cannock  Chase 
Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill.  Read 
3»,  and  passed. 

Hyde  Corporation  Bill ;  Leigh  Corpora- 
sion  Bill ;  JBroadstaire  Gas  Bill.  Read 
3*,  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

London  and  North-Western  Railway 
Bill  [h.l.].  Returned  from  the  Commons 
agreed  to. 

Hexham  Gas  Bill  [h.l.].  Returned 
from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with 
Amendments. 

Nantwich  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
[h.l.]  ;  Sheffield  and  South  Yorkshire 
Navigation  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Torquay  Corpora- 
tion Water  Bill  [h.l.].  Returned  from 
the  Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amend- 
ments. The  said  Amendments  considered, 
and  agreed  to. 

Nelson  Corporation  Bill ;  West  Cum- 
berland Electric  Tramways  Bill;  Fish- 
guard and  Rosslare  Railways  and  Har- 
bours Bill.  Returned  from  the  Commons 
with  the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Electric  Lighting;  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5)  Bill.  Moved,  That  the  order  made 
on  the  16th  March  last,  "That  no  Pro- 
visional Order  Confirmation  Bill  brought 
from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be 
read  a  second  time  after  Thursday  the 
18th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed 
with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2a ;  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2*  accordingly, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  Tuesday  next. 
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Local  Government  Provisional  Order 
(No.  16)  Bill.  Read  3*  (according  to 
Order)  with  Amendments,  and  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  17)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Order  (No.  18)  Bill  Read 
3*  (according  to  Order),  and  passed. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  2)  Bill;  Pier  and  Harbour  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  3)  Bill;  Pier  and 
Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill. 
House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order) : 
Amendments  made :  Standing  Committee 
negatived.  The  Report  of  Amendments 
to  be  received  on  Monday  next. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5)  Bill.  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  (which  stands  appointed  for  this 
day)  put  off  to  Tuesday  next. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  6)  Bill.  House  in  Committee 
(according  to  Order) :  Bill  reported  with- 
out Amendment:  Standing  Committee 
negatived ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on 
Monday  next. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,   ETC. 

TRADE    REPORTS  (ANNUAL    SERIES). 

No.  3025.   Turkey  (Baghdad). 

No.  3026.  Turkey  (Beirut  and  the 
Coast  of  Syria). 

COMMERCIAL  No    5  (1903). 
Correspondence  with  the  Governments 
of  Belgium  and  Germany  as  to  their 
commercial  relations  with  Great  Britain 
and  British  Colonies. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION. 
Report  of  the  Commissioners,  for  the 
period  from   1st  April,    1902,   to   31st 
March.  1903. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  RECORDS  (DEPARTMENT  OF 
THE  COMPTROLLER  AND  AUDITOR- 
GENERAL). 

Second  Schedule  containing  a  list  and 
particulars  of  classes  of  documents 
which  have  been  removed  from  the 
office  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor- 
General,    and   deposited   in  the  Public 


Record  Office,  but  which  are  not  con- 
sidered of  sufficient  public  value  to 
justify  their  preservation  therein. 

INTERMEDIATE      EDUCATION      (IRE- 
LAND). 

Rules  made  by  the  Intermediate 
Education  Board  for  Ireland  for  the 
examination  in  music 

INDIA  (PROGRESS  AND  CONDITION). 
Statement  exhibiting  the  moral  and 
material  progress  and  condition  of  India 
during  the  year  1901-1902,  and  the 
nine  preceding  years,  thirty-eighth 
number  (being  the  fourth  decennial 
Report). 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


BOROUGH  FUNDS  BILL. 
Read  3*   (according  to  Order),  with 
the     Amendment,     and     passed,     and 
returned  to  the  Commons. 

PISTOLS  BILL. 
House  in   Committee  (according    to 
Order).     Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment ;  and  recommitted  to  the  Standing 
Committee. 

PREFERENTIAL  TARIFFS— THE  POSI- 
TION OF  INDIA. 

*The  Earl  of  NORTHBROOK,  who 
had  given  notice  "To  call  attention 
to  the  position  of  India  with  regard  to 
the  proposal  before  the  country  for 
the  arrangement  of  preferential  tariffs 
between  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
rest  of  the  British  Empire,  and  to  ask 
His  Majesty's  Government  whether  our 
commercial  relations  with  India  form 
part  of  the  inquiry  upon  which  they 
are  engaged,  and  if  any  correspondence 
has  passed  with  the  Government  of  India 
on  the  subject/1  said  :  My  Lord^,  His 
Majesty's  Government  hav(^**?xpressed 
their  desire  that  Mr.  Ch&jyjjBerlam  s  plan 
for  preferential  tariffs  Vfor  the  Empire 
shall  be  fully  discussec* .  ^    \  therefore  beg 


to    be    allowed    to 


torward    some 


—  7,  -™«^  re»Pw  i^""*-  -  . 
considerations  i  u  rf  Ei*  to  ita  application 
to  India  Nc  -•ee*1'  %!«  tecogiuaft  more 
fully  than  I W  <£*  TaV*  <*  »  CW 
berlair/  '  d°  *™a  fefinfttf)  *  &** 

for   * ' J        it  services      ip_  £  ^^  j^ 
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questions.  I  must,  however,  beg  to 
observe  that  his  attention  seems  to  have 
been  directed  exclusively  to  the  colonies,  | 
and  that  in  his  speeches  announcing  and 
defending  his  proposals  he  has  made  no 
reference  whatever  to  the  foreign  posses- 
sions of  the  Crown,  of  which  India  is 
incomparably  the  most  important 

I  have  no  desire  in  the  slightest 
degree  to  depreciate  the  importance  of 
our  trade  with  the  colonies,  but  I  am 
bound  to  point  out  to  your  Lordships 
that  our  trade  with  India  is  at  least  as 
important  The  whole  trade  of  India 
has  reached  the  value  of  £173,000,0001 
sterling.  In  1901,  the  value  of  the 
-exports  from  the  United  Kingdom  to 
India  was  £35,000,000— a.  sum  equal  to 
the  value  of  our  exports  to  Australia, 
New  Zealand,  and  Canada  together. 
The  question  of  the  trade  of  this 
country  with  the  colonies  was  referred 
to  in  a  passage  in  a  speech  made  by  Mr. 
Chamberlain  at  the  Constitutional  Club, 
which  was  quoted  to  your  Lordships  the 
other  night  by  the  noble  Duke  the 
Leader  of  the  House,  and  it  may  be  in- 
teresting to  know  what  the  figures  really 
are.  The  last  statistical  abstract  of  the 
trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  shows 
that  the  declared  value  of  the  exports 
of  British  and  Irish  produce  in  1901 
was  £280,000,000  sterling.  Of  this, 
£175,250,000  were  taken  by  foreign 
countries,  and  £104,750,000  by  British 
possessions.  Of  the  latter,  about  half 
was  taken  by  the  self-governing  colonies. 
In  round  numbers,  the  figures  were — 
Australia  and  New  Zealand,  £27,000,000 ; 
the  Cape  and  Natal,  £17,250,000;  and 
the  North  American  Colonies,  £8,000,000; 
giving  a  total  of  £52,250,000.  The 
remainder — £52,500,000 — was  taken  by 
other  British  possessions,  and  of  this 
India  took  £35,000,000.  India,  there- 
fore, took  one- third  of  the  whole 
trade  with  British  possessions. 

,  It  cannot  be  denied  then  that  India 
holds  an  important  position  in  the 
commerce  of  the  Empire,  and  that  her 
interests  should  not  be  overlooked,  as 
hitherto  they  appear  to  have  been,  when 
such  great  change*  as  those  proposed  by 
Mr.  Chamberlain  are  put  Deiore  the 
country.  A  circumstance  connected 
with  the  position  of  India  must  not  be 
lost  sight  of.  The  Customs  tariff  of 
India  has  for  the  last  five  and  twenty 


years  been  framed  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciples as  that  of  the  United  Kingdom— 
namely,  upon  what  are  commonly  called 
free  trade  principles.  Slight  duties 
upon  imports  have  been  imposed,  but 
for  revenue  purposes  only,  and  not  to 
protect  Indian  manufacturers.  An  ad 
valorem  duty  of  5  per  cent,  is  levied  upon 
what  are  called  general  imports ;  3£  per 
cent,  upon  cotton  manufactures,  with 
an  equivalent  Excise  upon  the  produce  of 
Indian  cotton  mills;  commodities  which 
are  useful  for  the  development  of  the 
resources  of  India  are  admitted  at  a  duty 
of  1  per  cent.,  or  free ;  while,  as  with  us, 
special  rates  are  put  upon  spirits  and 
other  liquors,  with  a  corresponding 
Excise  upon  Indian  products  of  a  similar 
kind.  It  has  for  a  long  series  of  years 
been  held  by  Indian  financiers,  and 
notably  by  Sir  John  Strachey  and  Lord 
Cromer,  that  the  condition  of  the  people 
of  India  and  her  financial  interests  call 
for  the  freest  practicable  interchange  of 
her  products  with  the  rest  of  the  world. 
The  Government  of  India,  in  1882,  when 
Lord  Cromer  was  financial  member  of 
the  Council  of  the  Governor  -  General, 
under  my  noble  friend  Lord  Ripon,  took 
off  all  Customs  duties  upon  the  general 
imports,  and  they  were  only  reimposed 
owing  to  the  financial  difficulties  which 
occurred  in  1894. 

The  trade  of  India  has  flourished  under 
this  system  of  free  trade.  The  value  of 
her  sea-borne  commerce  with  the  world, 
which  received  a  considerable  impetus 
from  the  tariff  of  1875,  by  which  the 
import  duties  were  reduced  from  7£ 
to  5  per  cent,  and  most  of  the  export 
duties  were  taken  off,  has  increased 
from  £104,000,000  to  £164,000,000  since 
that  time.  Her  manufactures  have  very 
largely  increased.  There  are  important 
,  manufactures  of  the  coarser  qualities  of 
cotton  yarn  and  piece  goods.  Jute 
manufactures  have  sprung  into  existence, 
and  now  form  an  important  part  of 
Indian  exports.  In  1876  only  four 
millions  of  yards  of  jute  cloth  were 
exported  from  India;  in  1901  the 
(quantity  had  risen  to  365,000,000 
yards.  In  1876  24,500.000  pounds 
of  tea  were  exported;  in  1901  the 
exports  were  192,000,000  pounds. 
Sir  E.  Law,  the  Financial  Member  of 
Lord  Curzon's  Government,  said  in  his 
Budget  statement  of  last  March  that  he 
anticipates     a    further    development   of 
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Indian  industries.  This  progress  of 
Indian  manufactures  is  not  due  to  pro- 
tection. The  5  per  cent,  duty  upon 
imports,  although  it  may  have  some  slight 
protective  effect,  cannot  be  sufficient 
seriously  to  interfere  with  competition 
from  outside.  The  progress  of  Indian 
manufactures  is  due  to  the  natural 
advantages  possessed  by  India,  and  is  the 
more  satisfactory  because  it  rests  upon 
a  sound  basis. 

While  the  trade  and  manufactures  of 
India  have  flourished  under  free  trade 
there  is  no  ground  for  complaint  as  to 
the  effect  of  the  Indian  tariff  upon  the 
trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  with  India. 
We  hold  a  commanding  position  in 
respect  of  the  imports  of  India  from 
Europe  and  the  United  States  of  America. 
The  trade  of  India  with  Asia  and  Africa 
may  be  put  out  of  consideration  in  this 
connection,  for  it  consists  of  commodi- 
ties which  we  do  not  produce.  Taking 
the  most  important  of  our  imports  into 
India — namely,  cotton  yarn  and  manu- 
factures —  their  value  in  1902  was 
£20,500,000  while  the  value  of 
the  same  commodities  imported  into 
India  from  the  rest  of  Europe  and  the 
United  States  together  was  considerably 
under  £1,000,000.  The  price  of  cotton 
manufactures  has  fallen  considerably  of 
late  years,  but  a  comparison  of  the 
quantities  of  the  piece  goods  which  are 
measured  shows  that  the  quantity  im- 
ported into  India  from  the  United  King- 
dom has  nearly  doubled  since  1876.  In 
that  year  1,166,000,000  yards  were  im- 
ported, and  in  1902  2,154,000,000  yards. 
The  quantity  imported  from  all  other 
countries  in  1876  was  20,250,000  yards, 
and  in  1902,  35,750,000  yards ;  so  that 
there  has  been  an  increase  of  about 
1,000,000,000  of  yards  in  the  imports  of 
our  cotton  manufactures,  and  of  only 
15,500,000  of  yards  in  those  of  all  other 
countries.  Lancashire  has  more  than 
held  its  own  in  supplying  India  with  the 
finer  qualities  of  cotton  goods,  while 
India  has  increased  her  output  in  the 
coarser  qualities  which  are  manufactured 
from  the  short  staple  cotton  grown  in 
India. 

The  condition  of  the  trade  of ;  India 
having  been  so  healthy  under  free 
trade,  I  ask,  why  should  there  be  a 
change  ?  But  as  Mr.  Chamberlain 
advocates  a  system  of  preferential  tariffs 

The  Earl  of  NortJibrook, 


for  the  Empire,  I  will  try  to  show  what 
its  effects  would  be  upon  India.  I  have 
already  pointed  out  that  India  treats  our 
cotton  manufactures  on  a  system  of 
perfect  equality  with  her  own,  and  that 
the  5  per  cent,  duty  imposed  by  the 
Indian  general  tariff  can  hardly  have 
any  protective  effect.  There  is  no  need,, 
therefore,  for  any  bargain  with  India  in 
order  to  improve  the  position  of  our 
manufactures  in  their  competition  with, 
the  manufactures  of  India.  The  position, 
of  India  in  this  respect  is  altogether 
different  from  that  of  the  colonies,  which, 
impose  Customs  duties  upon  our  manu- 
factures in  order  to  protect  their  own. 
from  our  competition.  The  only  way  of 
which  I  can  think  by  which  a  preferen- 
tial tariff  in  our  favour  could  be  arranged 
in  India  would  be  by  permitting  the 
produce  and  manufactures  of  the  United 
Kingdom  to  be  imported  free  while- 
similar  commodities  imported  from  else- 
where should  be  charged  with  much* 
higher  duties  than  the  5  per  cent,  now- 
charged  In  return  for  such  preferen- 
tial treatment  given  to  us  I  presume 
that  India  would  receive  some  such 
advantage  in  regard  to  her  exports  to* 
the  United  Kingdom  as  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain proposes  for  the  colonies.  In  other 
words,  if  India  gives  protection  to  our 
manufactures  we  should  give  some  pro- 
tection to  her  trade  with  us. 

This  I  conceive  to  be  the  system 
advocated  by  Mr.  Chamberlain  for  the 
Empire.  Let  us  see  what  the  United 
Kingdom  and  India  would  gain  or  lose 
by  such  a  transaction.  The  value  of 
the  imports  of  private  merchandise  byr 
sea  from  the  United  %  Kingdom  into 
India  in  1901  was  £32,500,000,  while 
the  value  of  the  imports  from 
the  rest  of  Europe  and  the  United' 
States  was  £10,000,000,  so  that  at  first 
sight  it  would  appear  that  under  a~ 
preferential  tariff  we  might  get  a  con- 
siderable share  of  this  trade.  But  it 
consists  to  a  great  extent  of  articles  suck 
as  mineral  oils,  sugar,  and  wine,  which 
we  do  not  produce,  and  an  examination 
of  the  figures  shows  that  the  margin* 
upon  which  we  might  expect  to  gain 
something  must  be  reduced  to  about 
£5,000  0^'  *n  *act'  we  a^rea(^y  have  the 
uo&8  si  ^re  °*  ^e  imP°rts  "lt0  India  of. 
8l*ch  V*f*i0^ie8  as  we  can  8"pply«  ^ 
r**,    C°    /*-*  ^    slight    advantage,   we- 
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should  have  to  favour  Indian  producers 
at  the  expense  of  the  consumers  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  Indian  tea  requires 
no  protection — the  tea  of  India  and 
Ceylon  has  nearly  driven  Chinese  tea 
out  of  our  market.  India  has  a  virtual 
monopoly  in  rice.  The  Indian  exports 
which  might  benefit  by  protection  are 
wheat,  sugar,  and  tobacco.  The  trade 
of    India  with  us  in  wheat  is  liable  to 

Ssat  fluctuations ;  it  depends  upon  the 
rvests  in  India,  upon  the  price  of 
wheat  in  the  markets  of  the  world,  and 
upon  the  demand  for  wheat  in  India. 
For  instance,  in  1900,  which  was  a 
famine  year,  no  wheat  was  exported  from 
India.  I  very  much  doubt  whether  any 
such  duty  as  is  likely  to  be  imposed 
upon  wheat  here  would  be  of  advantage 
to  the  producers  of  wheat  in  India. 

A  considerable  stimulus,  however,  might 
be  given  to  the  production  of  sugar  and 
tobacco  in  India  if  differential  duties  in 
favour  of  India  were  put  upon  imports 
of  sugarand  tobacco  from  other  countries, 
but  I  hardly  think  any  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  is  likely  to  be  found  who 
would  entertain  such  an  idea.  I  will  not 
stop  to  examine  whether  a  preferential 
•duty  created  on  sugar  in  favour  of  India 
would  be  consistent  with  the  Sugar 
Convention  into  which  His  Majesty's 
Government  have  entered.  Moreover, 
the  whole  fiscal  system  of  both  countries 
would  be  upset  by  the  introduction  of 
protection.  I  will  not  dwell  on  the 
effect  upon  the  trade  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  but  to  India  the  result  would 
be  very  serious.  Her  financial  condition 
greatly  depends  upon  finding  a  market 
for  her  exports;  a  preferential  tariff  in 
favour  of  the  United  Kingdom  could  not 
fail  to  involve  India  in  a  war  of  tariffs. 
She  does  most  of  her  export  trade  with 
other  countries  than  the  United  King- 
dom, for  we  only  take  about  one-fourth 
of  her  exports,  and  any  serious  diminu- 
tion of  her  exports  would  be  severely 
felt  by  the  people  and  derange  the 
finances  of  India.  I  might  dwell  further 
upon  this  point,  but  I  think  I  have  said 
enough  to  show  that  the  introduction 
of  a  preferential  tariff  into  India  would 
be  highly  injurious  both  to  India  and  to 
the  United  Kingdom. 

So  far,  I  have  dealt  with  this  matter 
from  the  economic  standpoint  alone,  but 
political    considerations,    I     need      not 


remind  your  Lordships,   must   not  be 
left  out  of  sight.    I  ask  your  Lordships 
to  consider  the  effect  which   Mould  be 
produced  upon  public  opinion  in  India  if 
our  fiscal  policy  should  be  changed  for 
the   avowed    object  of  promoting  what 
are  supposed  to  be  the  interests  of  the 
United  Kingdom.    The  feelings  of  natives 
of    India    have  always    been     strongly 
pronounced  in   favour   of    the   protec- 
tion of  native  manufactures.    Protection 
is  already  being  discussed  in  the  Indian 
Press  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain's speeches.    English  Finance  Minis- 
ters and  English  Viceroys  have  met  this 
feeling    by    declaring    that    the    fiscal 
sy&tem  of  India  has  not  been  constructed 
with  the   object   of  giving  any  special 
advantages  to  the  United  Kingdom,  but 
because   we  believe  a  tariff  based  upon 
free  trade  principles  to  be  for  the  trie 
interests    of    both    countries.      In    my 
judgmerit  we  have   been  honest  in  our 
profession,  and  we  can  appeal  to  results 
in  support   of  our  arguments.    But  if 
the  free  trade  tariff  is  to   be  changed 
1  into  a  system  of  preferential  duties,  we 
|  must  expect  that  an  agitation  will    be 
i  raised    in  favour    of  protecting  Indian 
|  manufactures.     Indian   Statesmen— and 
there  are  many  of  them  fully  capable  of 
t  appreciating    the    position — will    say — 
"Why   do   you  treat   India   differently 
from  your  colonies  ?    You  are  ready   to 
accept   from  them    fiscal   arrangements 
which,  while  giving  you  some  advantage 
over  the  foreigner,  will  still  leaye  sub- 
stantial duties  upon  your  manufactures 
for  the  protection  of  the  manufactures 
of  the   colonies.     Can    you    refuse  the 
same  treatment  to  India  1    We  give  you 
|  the  preferential  tariff  for  which  you  ask 
|  — allow  us  to  protect  our  own  manufac- 
i  tures."  Ido  not  know  what  answer  could 
j  be  given   to  that  argument.     I   should 
!  not  like    to    rely  on    my  own  opinion 
in     this     matter,    but     I      will     quote 
j  the    opinion    of    the    noble    Marquess 
i  opposite.      In    1894,    when   the    noble 
1  Marquess  had  just  come  home  from  his 
!  successful    Vice  royalty    in    India,    and 
|  when    a    similar    question    was    being 
i  discussed,  he  said — 

I  "Many  causes  are  at  work  which  should 
i  make  uf  pause  before  we  do  anything  to  shake 
I  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  India  in  the  abso- 
lute  disinterestedness  of  our  rule.  The  Press 
j  takes  advantage  of  the  wide  measure  of  liberty 
!  which  it  enjoys  to  speak  its   mind  with    a 


279  Preferential  Tariffs—  (LORDS} 

licence  that  would  Dot  be  tolerated  by  the  | 
rulers  of  any  other  Eastern  country.  The  I 
Government  must  make  up  its  mind  to  be  I 
misrepresented,  and  may  in  ordinary  cases  I 
console  itself  by  the  hope  that  the  truth  will 
prevail,  but  it  should  think  twice  before  it  I 
s'ipplies  the  party  of  agitation  with  a  real 
grievance  and  with  the  materials  for  an  I 
indictment  to  which  no  reply  is  possible. " 

The  noble  Marquess  was  supported  on 
that  occasion  by  Lord  Roberts,  who 
said — 

'  While   as   a  soldier  I  believe  that   the 
prosperity  of  India  depends  on  the  maintenance  | 
of  our  naval  and  military  supremacy,  as  an  I 
Englishman    who    has    lived  tor  more  than  I 
forty  years  in  that  country  I  know  that  the 
position  we  occupy  in  India  is  mainly  due  to 
the  firm  reliance  of  the  natives  on  our  integrity  I 
and  honesty  of  purpose,  and  our  determination  I 
to  do  what  is  right  and  best  for  them.    If  this 
feeling  is   once   destroyed  the   consequences 
would  be  disastrous." 

These  observations  dispose  of  the  selfish 
doctrine  which  has  been  advanced — 
namely,  that  England  can  do  whatever 
it  likes  with  India,  and  whether  it  is 
right  or  just  does  not  signify.  I 
remember  but  too  well  the  baneful 
effects  which  followed  from  the  acute 
controversy  between  the  Lancashire 
manufacturers  and  the  Government  of 
India,  which  was  so  courageously  and 
satisfactorily  settled  by  Sir  Henry 
Fowler,  not  to  deprecate  in  the  strongest 
terms  I  can  use  the  introduction  of  a 
preferential  tariff  into  India,  which  would 
seem  to  me  to  be  almost  certain  to 
produce  similar  agitation  in  future. 
Mr.  Chamberlain  has  declared  that — 

' '  A  system  of  preferential  tariffs  is  the  only 
system  by  which  this  Empire  can  be  kept 
together. 

I  have  tried  to  show  that  this  doctrine: 
cannot  be  accepted  so  far  as  one  of  the 
most  important  parts  of  the  Empire  is 
concerned,  and  that  to  introduce  such  a 
system  into  India  would  be  economically 
inexpedient  and  politically  dangerous. 
Perhaps  some  of  your  Lordships  may 
think  that  I  have  built  up  a  fine  castle 
in  the  air  i.i  order  to  have  the  satisfaction 
of  knocking  it  down,  and  that  my  argu 
ments  may  be  sound  enough  but  that 
the  preferential  system  for  India  which 
I  have  been  discussing  will  never  be 
proposed.  My  Lords  this  is  not  my  fault. 
Mr.  Chamberlain's  plan  for  the  colonies 
is  that  they  shall  give  us  preferential 
tariffs  in  return  for  taxes  upon  the  food 
of  the  people  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Tkt  Earl  of  Northbrook. 
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He  has  been  silent  as  to  his  plan  for 
India.  What  can  I  do  but  assume 
that  his  intention  is  to  proceed  on  the 
same  lines  1  If  I  am  wrong,  I  hope  that 
one  of  the  right  hon.  Gontleman'a 
colleagues  will  explain  to-night  what  hi* 
plan  for  India  really  is.  No  light  was. 
thrown  upon  it  by  a  short  answer  given 
by  the  Prime  Minister  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  He  implied,  however,  that 
our  fiscal  arrangements  with  India 
formed  part  of  the  inquiry  in  which. 
His  Majesty's  Government  are  engaged, 
and  I  must  assume  that  this  is  the  case. 
Has  this  subject  been  considered,  and 
has  His  Majesty's  Government  come  to- 
any  determination  upon  it  ?  I  beg  to 
ask.  in  conclusion,  what  the  plan  for 
India  is,  whether  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  in  Council,  to  whom  Parliament 
has  entrusted  the  financial  interests  of 
India,  has  expressed  any  opinion  upon  it, 
and,  if  not,  whether  he  will  be  invited  to 
do  so ;  also  whether  the  Government  of 
India  has  been  consulted.  I  trust,  at 
any  rate,  that  the  plan,  whatever  it  iir 
and  the  views  of  those  in  authority  upon 
it,  will  be  placed  before  Parliament  and 
the  country  before  the  mandate  for 
which  Mr.  Chamberlain  is  about  to  ask 
in  favour  of  preferential  tariffs  for  the 
Empire  becomes  the  subject  of  discussion 
in  the  autumn. 

♦Lord  AVEBURY:  My  Lords,  the 
noble  Earl  who  has  just  sat  down,  who 
speaks  with  so  much  authority  on  every- 
thing which  concerns  India,  has  pointed 
out  the  grave  difficulties  of  preferential 
trade  in  the  case  of  that  country — difficul- 
ties, however,  perhaps,  rather  than  impos- 
sibilities.    But  while,  on  the  one  hand, 

1  India  has  little  to  gain  from  preferential 

I  trade,  the  same  may  be  said  with  refer- 
ence to  this  country.  Our  imports  into 
India  amount  to  no  less  than  £32,500,000, 
against  £10,000,000  from  foreign  coun- 
tries as  mentioned  by  the  noble  Earl. 
Of     these    one-fifth,      or     £2,000,000, 

|  come  from  Austria-Hungary ;  £1,000,000^ 
of  the  amount  consists  of  sugar,  which 

I  we  do  not  produce  here.  The  next 
largest  importer  into  India  is  Russia, 
with  £1,900,000,  and  out  of  that  sum 
£1,870,000  consists  of  mineral  oils,  which 

I  we  do  not  produce.  The  imports  from 
Russia  iX*t0  *n(^a»  therefore,   with  the 
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exception  of  mineral  oils,  are  practically 
nil.  (Germany's  imports  into  India  are 
£  1,700,000;  but  over  £300,000  consists 
of  sugar,  and  a  large  portion  of  the 
rest  is  made  up  of  other  substances 
and  products  which  we  do  not  produce. 
The  imports  of  the  United  States  into 
India  are  £830,000,  and  there,  again, 
£300,000  consists  of  mineral  oils,  so 
that  the  whole  importation  from  the 
United  States,  except  mineral  oils,  is 
only  about  £500,000.  The  imports  from 
Spain  amount  to  £290,000,  and  £280,000 
consists  of  raw  cotton  and  jute,  so  that 
th3  other  imports  are  absolutely  nothing 
Itseems  to  be  clear,  then,  from  the  figures 
that  while  on  the  one  hand  India  has 
little  to  gain  from  preferential  trade, 
we  also  in  this  country  have  little  to  gain 
from  it  here.  Nevertheless  this  question 
must  be  faced  and  decided ;  it  cannot  be  dis- 
posed of  by  a  few  general  observations. 
The  discussions  at  successive  colonial 
Conferences  cannot  be  ignored,  and  the 
noble  Marquess  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  showed  very  clearly  the 
other  night  that  the  novel  systems  of 
bounties,  cartels,  and  syndicates  have  raised 
problems  which  did  not  exist  in  the  time 
of  Cobden  and  Bright.  Sir  E.  Grey 
admits  that — 

"He  oould  imagine  a  case  in  which  some 
foreign  country  might  mete  out  to  us  treatment 
t  hat  was  so  obviously  hostile  and  unfair  that 
it  would  be  impossible  for  us  to  sit  still 
under  it." 

But  cases  have  arisen  which  give  good 
ground  of  complaint,  and  would  amply 
justify  retaliation,  though  I  should  not 
advocate  it,  hoping  that  our  grievances 
may  be  redressed  without  our  taking  any 
such  extreme  step.  Sir  R.  Giffen  has 
referred  to  this  in  a  recent  article  as 
regards  our  shipping.  We  should  cer- 
tainly exhaust  all  the  resources  of  negotia- 
tion before  proceeding  to  reprisals,  but  in 
the  last  resort  we  may  be  driven  to  do  so, 
and  in  doing  so  need  not,  I  think,  depart 
from  free  trade  principles.  The  favoured- 
nation  clause  is  the  sheet  anchor  of  our 
commerce,  but  in  some  cases  it  is  kept 
only  in  letter  and  broken  in  reality. 

So  far  as  trade  arrangements  are 
concerned,  foreign  countries  may  be 
divided  into  two  categories.  Some, 
Turkey  for  instance,  treat  us  fairly. 
They  impose  certain  specified  rates  of 
charge  on   all  countries  and  all  goods. 


Other  countries,  however,  while  osten- 
sibly giving  us  the  favoured-nation 
clause,  and  in  fact  imposing  equal 
duties  on  all  nations,  place  high,  and 
sometimes  prohibitive,  rates  on  just  those 
articles  which  w§  produce.  Directly  our 
manufacturers  establish  a  trade  in  any 
article  the  dyfas  on  it  are  raised  against 
them.  Suppose  we  acted  in  the  same 
way.  Suppose,  for  examp'e,  we  raised 
the  dutv  on  claret  or  hock — theoretically 
it  would  apply  to  the  whole  world, 
practically  it  would  affect  France  or 
Germany  alone.  From  this  point  of 
view  we  have,  I  submit,  a  weapon  in 
our  own  hands  which  in  the  last  resort 
we  might  use  without  affecting  free 
trade.  If  we  have  nothing  to  give,  we 
have  much  that  we  might  take  away. 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  has,  in  fact,  in  his  hands  the  big 
pistol  for  which  he  has  asked ;  but  the 
noble  Marquess,  I  am  sure,  will  agree 
that  pistols  should  only  be  used  in  the 
last  resort.  But  what  are  the  views  of 
the  colonies  ?  We  have  given  them 
long  ago  a  free  market  for  all  their  pro- 
duce. We  do  not  ask  them  (o  exclude 
foreign  manufacturers.  What  we  wish 
is  that  they  should  treat  us  as  we 
treat  them.  Do  their  wisest  statesmen 
ask  us  to  do  more  than  we  have  done  ? 
Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  has  said  that  Canada 
gave  us  a  preference  because — 

"  We  looked  carefully  round  the  world,  and 
we  found  England  to  be  the  only  country 
which  receives  our  products  freely.  We  de- 
sired to  show  England  our  gratitude." 

In  his  Liverpool  speech  Sir  Wilfrid 
Laurier  also  said  — 

"  It  is  no  intention  of  ours  to  disturb  in  any 
wsy  the  system  of  free  trade  which  has  done 
so  much  tor  England." 

And  in  Canada  he  said  that  preferential 
treatment  might  be  an  advantage — 

"  But  we  cannot  have  it  so  long  as  we  have 
a  protective  tariff  in  Canada.  .  .  .  But  the 
moment  we  are  ready— it  may  take  a  lon^ 
time,  but  I  hope  that  some  day  it  will  come — 
to  discard  our  tariff,  the  moment  we  come  to 
the  doctrine  of  free  trade,  then  it  is  possible  to 
have  a  commercial  mutual  preference  based 
on  free  trade  in  the  Empire." 

Mr.  Seddon  also,  though  he  is  reported 
as  having  since  expressed  a  somewhat 
different  opinion,  speaking  at  the  New 
Zealand  dinner,  assured  us  that  the  New 
Zealand  Government,  in  proposing  to 
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grant  preference  to  the  mother  country 
did  so — 

'  *•  In  the  spirit  and  desire  to  help-^to  give, 
atid  not  a  desire  to  take.  They  felt  it  was  an 
opportunity  to  assist  the  mother  country ;  it 
was  love,  and  not  sordid  motives,  that  prompted 
the  sending  of  the  resolution. " 

That  there  are  grounds  for  inquiry  cannot, 
I  think,  be  denied.  On  the  other  hand 
the  subjects  which  have  been  mentioned 
as:  the  subjects  of  the  inquiry  do  not 
include  one  of  the  most  important. 
What  are  the  colonies  going  to  do? 
Hitherto  their  object  has  been  to  exclude 
our  manufactures.  How  can  we  decide 
whether  any  alteration  in  our  fiscal  policy 
is  desirable  until  we  know  what  line  the 
colonies  are  going  to  take  1  It  is  no 
answer  to  say  that  they  are  willing  to  im- 
pose 33  per  cent,  more  on  foreign  goods. 
If  they  exclude  our  goods  what  does  it 
matter  to  us  if  in  the  case  of  foreigners 
the  duties  are  higher  still?  Our  real 
competition  in  the  colonies  is  not  with 
foreign  manufacturers  but  with  colonial 
manufacturers.  How  can  the  country  be 
expected  to  give  the  Government  a 
mandate  on  such  an  important  subject  in 
the  present  state  of  matters  ?  The 
Government  require  no  mandate  to  enable 
them  to  negotiate  ;  and  that,  in  fact,  they 
have  done  already.  It  is,  of  course,  very 
interesting  to  know  the  views  of  our 
leading  statesmen,  but  it  is  still  more 
important  to  ascertain  the  views  of  the 
colonies.  Are  they  prepared  to  abandon 
protection  and  adopt  free  trade  within 
the  Empire  1  If  they  are,  it  may  be  worth 
our  while  to  alter  our  policy.  But  if 
they  are  not,  how  can  they  expect  us  to 
depart  from  our  present  position?  It 
would  be  most  unwise  and  ungracious 
to  throw  cold  water  on  any  real 
proposals  for  closer  trade  connection 
with  the  colonies.  An  appeal  to  the 
country  on  such  an  issue  would  be  most 
unfortunate.  On  the  other  hand,  how 
can  the  country  be  asked  to  abandon 
the  policy  of  fifty  years  without  knowing 
what  is  to  be  adopted  in  its  stead  ?  And 
yet,  if  we  decide  to  maintain  the  ex- 
isting system,  we  shall  seem  to  flaunt, 
and  shall  certainly  be  told  that  we  are 
flaunting,  the  colonies.  We  should  be 
wantonly  entering  on  a  course  which  is 
almost  sure  to  rouse  bad  blood  between 
the  mother  country  and  the  colonies. 
Surely  the  Government  are  amply  justi- 
fied in  negotiating.  They  have — as  I  have 
Lord  Avebury. 


said — done  so  already.  The  colonies 
propose  to  give  the  mother  country  a 
preference.  We  welcome  their  inten- 
tion. It  is  impossible,  it  would  be  most 
ungracious  and  unwise,  to  meet  them  by 
a  simple  turn  po*sumns.  We  must  face 
the  question.  The  Unionist  Party  feel, 
and  are  justified  in  feeling,  great  con- 
fidence in  the  Prime  Minister,  in  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire,  in  Mr.  Chamberlain, 
and  the  other  ministers.  If  they  could 
negotiate  an  arrangement  with  the 
colonies  which,  in  their  judgment,  was 
fair  and  wise,  I  believe  it  would  be  one 
which  the  country  might  and  would 
accept ;  but  to  go  to  the  country  on  a 
mere  question  of  preferential  trade  in 
the  abstract  would  surely  be  unfair 
to  the  country,  might  break  up  the 
Unionist  Party,  which  would  be  a  grave 
misfortune,  and,  what  would  be  still 
more  deplorable,  would  perhaps  even 
break  up  the  Empire  itself. 

♦The  '  Earl  of  ELGIN :  My  Lords, 
my  noble  friend  who  has  introduced  this 
question  speaks  with  so  much  authority 
on  behalf  of  all  those  who  have  held 
the  high  office  of  Viceroy  of  India  that 
I  should  have  thought  it  almost  un- 
necessary for  me  to  interpose,  but  he 
desired  particularly  that  I,  as  having  had 
more  recent  experience  than  his  own, 
should  say  a  word  or  two  in  regard  to 
the  subject  which  he  has  brought  before 
the  House.  On  the  general  view  of  the 
matter  I  shall  not  detain  the  House  at 
any  great  length,  because  I  entirely 
agree  with  the  opinions  which  have 
been  put  before  your  Lordships  by  the 
noble  Earl.  But  I  have,  perhaps,  this 
justification  for  saying  a  word  or  two, 
that  during  my  time  in  India  there  was 
a  good  deal  of  discussion  on  the  im- 
position of  the  Customs  duties  which 
were  proposed  in  1894.  I  must  confess 
that  it  made  a  great  impression  upon  my 
mind,  that  upon  my  arrival  in  India,  with 
a  rooted  conviction  for  free  trade,  the 
first  great  duty  which  I  was  called  upon  to 
perform  should  be  the  introduction  of 
a  measure  for  the  imposition  of  duties. 
But  I  am  sure  that  the  noble  Marquess 
opposite,  as  my  predecessor  in  the  office 
of  Viceroy  of  India,  will  bear  me  out  in 
the  8ta^eraent  tna*  ^e  necessity  for 
those  dUt,*e8'  *or  revenue  P^P0866  °nly, 
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had  become  urgent  before  my  arrival  in  j  is  an  expression  very  commonly  used, 
India,  and  their  urgency  was  imperative.  '  I  think,  with  reference  to  a  seat  in 
I  refer  to  them  on  this  occasion j  the  House  of  Commons,  and  it  was 
because  I  think  that  what  happened  I  in  regard  to  that  illustration  that  I  used 
illustrates  to  some  extent  the  difficulties  J  it  in  my  speech  on  that  occasion.  But 
which  have  been  foreshadowed  by  the  I  it  was  immediately  seized  upon  and 
noble  Earl  as  likely  to  occur  in  the  |  converted  into  an  expression  of  the 
future.  It  took  three  years  to  settle ,  mandate  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
the  arrangements  in  connection  with  the  i  throughout  my  term    of  office   I   was 


introduction  of  those  duties  into  India, 
though,  as  the  noble  Earl  has  pointed  out, 
they  were  very  moderate  duties — at  the 
highest  point  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem  ; 
and,  as  I  have  said,  they  were  introduced 
for  purely  revenue  purposes.  Manu- 
facturers on  both  sides  objected  to  the 


always  met  on  every  convenient  oppor- 
tunity by  an  assertion  that  I  was  in 
favour  of  Government  by  mandate.  I 
do  not  mention  this  matter  because  I 
have  any  personal  feeling  in  regard  to 
it,  but  I  think  it  is  a  good  illustration  of 
the    rapidity  with  which  ideas  ok   that 


imposition  of  a  duty  which  did  not  also  '  kind  are  taken  up  in  India,  and  taken 


affect  their  rivals,  and  the  solu'ion 
which  was  eventually  arrived  at  was 
that  which  was  proposed  by  Sir  Henry 


up  in  a  very  insidious  and  dangerous 
form,  because  they  very  often  excite  a 
considerable  amount  of  sympathy  among 


Fowler,  who    was     then   Secretary  of   the  European  population  in  India  itself. 
State  for  India,    which  brought  in  an 


{Excise  duty  on  cotton  goods— a  measure 
which  excited  a  very  considerable  amount 
of  opposition  in  India,  and  which  really 
left  matters  balanced  as  they  were  before. 
Throughout  the  whole  .of  this  period 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  friction. 
'Hiere  was  a  great  deal  of  friction  when 
the  first  proposal  was  made  for  the  in- 
troduction of  the  duties ;  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  friction  because  the  cotton 


At  that  time,  of  course,  we  had  to  deal 
solely  with  the  relations  between  home 
and  Indian  merchants,  but  I  venture 
to  think  that  any  difficulties  of  that 
sort  would  now  be  increased  tenfold, 
and  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  safe- 
guard Indian  interests  with  regard  not 
only  to  the  mother  country  but  to  each 
colony.  I  would  like  to  give  an  illustration 
in  support  of  that  contention.    Take  the 


duty  at  that  time  was  omitted;  there  |?*se  of  the  great  and  growing  industry 
was  a  great  deal  of  friction  when  it  was  I in    00ftL    I£    the    coal    of   the  Umted 


proposed  to  tax  cotton;    and  there  was 
still  further  friction    when,  in  order  to 


Kingdom  is  to  have  a  preference  in  the 
colonial  markets,  what  U  to  happen  to 


meet  the  claims  of  Lancashire,  an  Excise  j  Indi?n  ?oa1.1  .  \*  apPear,8  toTme. that  * 
duty  was   imposed  on    Indian    manu- 
factures. 


would  be  intolerable  that  Indian  coal 
|  should  be  put  at  any  disadvantage  in 
I  markets,  such  as,  say,  Singapore,  or 
The  noble  Earl  has  said  that  we  could,  i  even  its  next  door  neighbour,  Ceylon. 
of  course,  use  the  argument,  though  he  j  Yet  if  that  is  to  be  avoided  it  will  be  neces- 
t nought  it  was  a  dangerous  one,  that  it  i  sary  to  have  a  whole  system  of  relations, 
was  the  will  of  the  British  Government,  j  not  only  between  the  United  Kingdom 
and  that  that  will  must  be  obeyed.  1 1  and  the  colonies,  but  between  India  and 
had  some  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  I  the  colonies  also.  As  the  taxation  of 
legislation  that  was  necessary  in  India.  ,  food  has  been  often  spoken  of  in  connec- 
It  did  not  seem  possible  at  one  time  to  |  tion  with  this  question,  I  should  like  to 
progress  in  the  manner  that  was  desired,  J  say  one  word  with  regard  to  Indian 
and  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  remind  my  [  wheat.  The  noble  Earl  stated  that  in 
Council  of  the  nature  of  their  powers  his  opinion  Indian  wheat  would  probably 
in  regard  to  legislation.  At  that  time,  j  not  be  so  much  affected,  and  he  dwelt 
rather  unfortunately  for  myself,  I  made  I  particularly,  I  think,  on  the  case  of 
use  of  an  expression  which  is  very  famines,  when  the  supply  of  wheat  is 
commonly  used  just  now,  and  which  has  I  natui ally  wanted  on  the  spot.  I  sin- 
occurred  this  evening,  in  regard  to  the   cerely  trust  that  Indian  famines  will  not 


"  mandate  "  which  a  Minister  wishes  to 
obtain  for  a  policy  that  he  professes.    It 


be  so  often  recurrent  in  the  future  as 
they  have  been  of  late  years;  but,  apart 
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from  that,  I  rather  think  we  must  take 
wheat  into  account  as  an  Indian 
export.  It  is  well  known  to  those  who 
are  acquainted  with  India  that  the 
native  of  India  does  not  live  habitually 
upon  wheat,  but  upon  millet  and  other 
kinds  of  grain,  which  are  not  exported 
in  the  same  way.  Since  the  noble  Earl's 
connection  with  India,  there  has  been  a 
great  extension  of  irrigation,  and  I 
think  I  may  say  that  the  irrigated  lands 
are,  in  many  cases,  wheat  lands,  and  must 
be  regarded  as  wheat-exporting  areas. 
I  think,  therefore,  that  the  interests  of 
India,  with  regard  to  wheat,  will  require 
consideration. 

As  those  connected  with  India  know, 
India  depends  largely  on  its  land  revenue. 
But  this  land  revenue  is  governed  by  a 
system  of  land  settlements — this  always 
struck  me  as  an  admirable  part  of  our 
system,  but  it  is  probably  not  familiar 
to  many  Members  of  this  House— and 
anything  that  disturbs  the  current  rate 
of  prices  very  materially  affects  the  land 
settlements  which  have  been  made.  I 
am  not  going  to  elaborate  this  point, 
because  the  Government  of  India  in 
1897,  when  we  had  to  deal  with  pro- 
posals which  were  then  put  forward  for 
bimetallism,  went  very  thoroughly  into 
this  question,  and  showed  the  great 
dangers  which  were  involved  to  India 
in  regard  to  it.  I  would  only  say  here 
that  on  that  occasion  I  had  warnings 
from  most  experienced  officers  of 
the  Government  of  India,  showing 
ho.v  much  the  Government  might  be 
affected  by  anv  disturbance  of  prices, 
not  so  much  from  the  point  of  view 
of  loss  of  revenue  as  of  loss  of  confidence 
of  the  people  in  the  settlements  that 
had  been  made.  There  are  two  ways,  of 
course,  in  which  the  question  may  be 
dealt  with.  India  may  be  included  in 
the  scheme  of  the  Government,  or  it 
may  not  be  included.  If  it  is  included, 
the  noble  Earl  who  brought  forward 
this  subject  has  shown  how  many  diffi- 
culties will  present  themselves;  and  I 
am  not  sure  that  I  do  not  go  a  little 
further  than  he  does  in  regard  to  any 
question  of  excluding  India  from  any 
plan.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  to 
exclude  India  might,  in  certain  circum- 
stances, give  rise  to  many  of  the  political 
dangers    to    which     he     alluded.       If 

The  Earl  of  Elgin. 


it  should  be  possible — I  only  put  it  hy  po- 
thetically — to  bring  forward  a  great 
scheme  which  would  confer  benefit  on 
the  United  Kingdom  and  its  dependen- 
cies and  India  should  be  excluded  from 
that  scheme,  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  questions  of  difficulty  would  arise 
which  it  would  be  very  disastrous  to  this 
country  to  excite.  I  should,  therefore,, 
be  inclined  to  put  it  that  no  system 
will  be  satisfactory  which  does  not  pre- 
serve for  India  the  advantages  which  she 
has  gained  under  her  present  free  trade 
system. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE    for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of 
Lansdowne)  :    My  Lords,  like  the  two 
noble  Earls  who   have  addressed  your 
Lordships  this  evening,  I   have  had  the 
great  privilege  of   being  connected  for  a 
time  with  the  administration  of  Indian 
affairs,  and  I  realise  as  deeply  as  they  da 
the  immense  importance  of  dealing  with 
this  subject  in  the  most  cautious  spirit. 
I  think  I  am  justified  in  assuming  that 
the  noble  Earl    who  spoke   first  intro- 
duced it  to  your  Lordships  mainly  with  the 
idea   of    eliciting    from     His    Majesty's 
Government  a  statement  of  the  procedure 
which  they  proposed  to  follow  in  so  far 
as   the  inquiry  to    which   we   are   com- 
mitted   will    deal    with    India.     I     can 
hardly  believe  that  he  seriously  expected 
that   so  soon  after  our  announcement 
that  an  inquiry  was  to  take  place  we 
should  come  down   to  this   House  and 
inform  your  Lordships   of    the   result* 
which  that  inquiry   is   likely  to   have ; 
nor,  I   think,  can  the  noble  Earl  have 
seriously  believed  that  we  should  leave 
India     altogether      out     of      account. 
I     understand     the     noble     Earl      to 
have    been  perturbed  by  the  fact   that 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  in  certain  speeches, 
which  he  has  lately  delivered,  made  no 
reference  to  the  case  of  India.     I  suggest 
to  the  noble  Earl  an  explanation  of  that 
fact.     It  is  not  a  very  profound  one ;  but 
it  seems    to    me    obvious.     It   is  that 
Mr.    Chamberlain    holds    the   office    of 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  and 
not  that  of  Secretary  of  State  for  India; 
and   that,  as  this    question    has   been 
brought  t0  *"*  attention  in   his  official 
capacity  and  m0re  ParticularlJr  b*  t.the 
P"**jjpP  of  the  tW°  gFeat  C°lonia* 
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Conferences,  it  was  natural  that  he 
should  deal  with  it  as  a  colonial 
question,  and  that  when  he  spoke  of  the 
effect  of  his  proposals  upon  the  Empire 
he  should  have  had  in  his  mind  more 
especially  the  Colonial  Empire  of  Great 
Britain. 

Now,  my  Lords,  the  noble  Earl  asks 
us  to  tell  him  whether  there  is  a  plan  for 
India.  The  object  of  the  inquiry  and 
the  discussion  which  we  have  invited,  and 
to  which  we  have  had  important  contri- 
butions this  evening,  is  to  determine 
whether  a  plan  can  be  discovered  and  to 
what  parts  of  the  Empire  that  plan 
should  be  applied.  But  the  noble  Earl 
assumed  throughout  his  argument  that 
there  was  a  plan,  and  that  the  plan  had 
been  applied  to  India;  and  he  gave  a 
very  alarming  description  of  the  disastrous 
consequences  which  such  a  policy  would 
be  likely  to  involve.  I  think  it  will 
be  time  to  dwell  upon  any  untoward 
effects  which  a  change  might  produce 
when  we  have  determined  what  our 
plan  is  to  be,  and  when  we  have  deter- 
mined whether  India  is  to  be  included 
within  its  scope.  But  when  I  come  to 
the  other  question  of  the  noble  Earl, 
whether  India  is  to  be  included  within 
the  scope  of  the  inquiry,  there,  I  think, 
his  request  for  information  is  a  most 
legitimate  one ;  and  I  answer  unhesitat- 
ingly that  India  certainly  does  come 
within  the  scope  of  the  investigation. 
And  I  say  more.  It  is  not,  to  my  mind, 
conceivable  that  any  Government  should  be 
found  ready  in  dealing  with  such  a  problem 
to  ignore  the  case  of  India  or  even  to  con- 
template the  possibility  of  imposing  on 
India  a  new  fiscal  system  unsuited  to  her 
requirements  and  repugnant  to  the  feel- 
ings of  the  Government  and  the  people 
of  that  country. 

With  regard  to  the  statements  of  the 
two  noble  Earls,  I  listened  attentively  to 
them,  and  so  far  as  I  was  able  to  follow 
them,  I  do  not  think  that  I  have  any 
reason  to  differ  from  the  description  which 
they  gave  of  the  present  fiscal  arrange- 
meats  of  India  and  of  their  results.  1 
readily,  for  example,  admit  the  marked 
contrast  that  exists  between  the  fiscal 
systems  of  India  and  of  the  great 
colonies.  The  colonial  tariff  systems 
are  frankly  protective.  They  are  de- 
signed for  the  purpose  of  sheltering 
domestic  industries  from  external  com- 
petition.     The    Indian    tariff,    on   the 


other  hand,  is,  as  has  been  truly  said,, 
a  purely  revenue  tariff;  and  I  therefore 
freely  admit  that,  so  far  as  the  present- 
situation  is  concerned,  India  is  not  in  a 
good  position  either  to  give  preferences  tet- 
her friends  nor  to  retaliate  upon  those 
who  treat  her  in  an  unfriendly  manner. 
Then  I  readily  admit  what  has  been, 
said  as  to  the  immense  importance  of 
the  export  trade  of  India.  That  trade 
is  largely  carried  on  with  foreign: 
countries,  and  it  is  essential  to  India. 
|  that  that  trade  should  be  afforded  the^ 
I  most  favourable  and  most  unrestricted 
outlets  possible. 

My  Lords,  we  also  have  to  consider 
I  not  only  the  interests  of  India,  but  the 
I  interests  of  this  country  as  the  great 
creditor  of  India.  The  greater  part  ot 
the  debt  of  India  is,  I  believe,  held  in 
this  country,  and  India,  if  1  remember 
aright,  has  to  remit  on  account  of  home- 
charges  £17,000,000  sterling  per  annum. 
It  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  weight  of 
these  heavy  obligations  falls  very  largely 
upon  the  export  trade,  the  importance 
of  which  has  been  so  well  described. 
And  not  only  that,  but  as  the  noble- 
Earl  told  your  Lordships,  India  is  a- 
very  large  customer  of  this  country ;  I 
believe  it  is  true  that  she  takes  from  us- 
imports  exceeding  in  value  the  whole  of 
the  imports  of  the  self-governing  colonies,, 
and  those  imports  are  no  doubt  paid  for 
by  India  out  of  her  gains  in  respect 
of  the  export  trade,  so  that,  if  wc 
in  any  way  diminish  her  receipts  from 
her  export  trade,  we  diminish  her 
power  of  buying  from  us  the  com- 
modities which  she  now  takes  from  this 
country.  All  these  are  to  my  mind 
obvious  propositions,  and  I  need 
not  say  they  are  matters  which  His 
Majesty's  Government  will  have  to  take 
into  their  most  careful  consideration. 

I  have  listened  with  the  utmost 
sympathy  to  what  the  noble  Earl  said 
as  to  the  necessity  of  considering  not 
only  the  commercial  and  economic 
effects  of  changes  of  this  kind,  but  also 
the  possible  political  effects  of  an  altera- 
tion in  the  fiscal  system  of  India.  The 
noble  Earl  did  me  the  honour  of  quoting 
at  length  from  a  speech  I  delivered  in 
this  House  in  1894.  We  are  sometimes 
a  little  dismayed  when  we  are  confronted 
with  our  bygone  efforts  of  eloquence,  but 
1  confess  that  the  passages  which   the 
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noble  Earl  quoted  did  not  contain  a 
single  word  which  I  now  desire  to  retract. 
I  rather  welcome  the  appeal  which  has 
been  made  to  political  as  distinguished 
from  purely  economic  considerations, 
.because  we  too  in  laying  our  case  before 
the  public  have  had  also  to  appeal  to 
considerations  of  the  same  kind.  It  is  a 
part  of  our  argument  also  that  it  is 
necessary  to  inquire  into  these  great 
•questions,  and  to  do  so  with  an  open 
mind,  because,  for  political  reasons,  if 
we  refuse  to  do  so  we  shall  alienate  and 
offend  those  great  self-governing  colonies 
who  have  on  so  many  occasions  earnestly 
•entreated  us  to  take  their  requests  into 
our  consideration.  I  am  therefore  per- 
fectly willing  to  accept  the  proposition 
that  these  questions  cannot  be  dealt 
-with  on  economic  grounds  alone. 

Pending  the  result  of  the  investiga 
tion  to  which  we  are  committed, 
it  is  of  course  impossible  for  us  to 
answer  by  anticipation  the  problems 
which  have  been  put  before  us  this 
evening  The  noble  Earl  says  to  us: 
"  India  already  treats  you  so  liberally 
that  supposing  you  hereafter  decide  to 
give  preferential  treatment  to  your 
colonies  you  ought  to  give  that  preference 
to  India  without  any  further  concession 
•on  her  part."  That  is  an  argument  which 
no  doubt  will  have  to  be  considered  at  the 
proper  time,  but  how  far  it  will  prevail  I 
•cannot  undertake  to  say  this  evening. 
I  may  say  in  passing  that  I  heard 
with  interest  what  the  noble  Earl  said 
with  regard  to  the  export  of  wheat  from 
India.  My  impression  is  that  the  amount 
of  wheat  available  for  export  from  India 
depends  really  not  so  much  upon  the 
amount  of  wheat  produced  as  upon  the 
amount  of  other  food  grains  available  for 
consumption.  If  the  harvest  of  these 
food  grains  is  abundant,  the  wheat  is  not 
requ  red  for  home  consumption,  and  my 
impression  is  that  a  large  quantity  of 
Indian  wheat  will  in  any  circumstances 
be  at  times  available  for  export,  and  that 
an  import  duty  levied  here  would  pro- 
bably not  have  very  much  effect  one  way 
or  the  other  upon  the  amount  exported 
from  India.  I  give  the  figures  from 
memory,  but  I  think  I  am  right  in 
raying  that  in  1898  we  took  from 
India  wheat  to  the  value  of  about 
£3,500,000;   in  1900  we  took  virtually 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdovme. 


none  at  all,  and  in  1 901  we  again  took 
something  like  £3,000,000.  Those 
figures,  I  think,  show  that  the  fluctua- 
tions in  the  export  of  wheat  are  due  to 
causes  of  the  kind  indicated  by  Lord 
Elgin. 

With  regard  to  the  Indian  case,  I 
think  I  am  justified  in  saying  that 
no  part  of  the  inquiry  is  less  likely 
to  suffer  from  want  of  ample  expert 
evidence  or  of  due  presentation  of  tl.e 
facts.  We  have  in  this  country  a 
Secretary  of  State  with  his  Council,  and 
we  have  in  India  a  Viceroy  with  his 
Council.  On  these  Councils  there 
are  men  of  high  position,  of  wide 
experience,  and  absolutely  independ- 
ent character,  many  of  them  men 
who  have  had  close  and  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  all  parts  of  the  Indian 
Empire,  and  it  seems  to  me  evident 
that  the  criticisms  and  suggestions  which 
we  are  likely  to  obtain  from  such  men  will 
form  the  most  valuable  testimony  which 
it  would  be  possible  for  us  to  procure. 
The  noble  Earl  on  the  cross  benches  the 
other  evening  expressed  his  opinion  that 
this  inquiry  might  well  have  been  en- 
trusted to  a  Royal  Commission.  I 
cannot  bring  myself  to  believe  that  any 
Royal  Commission  would  be  likely  to 
produce  with  regard  to  India  evidence 
so  conclusive  and  trustworthy  as  the 
evidence  which  will  be  procurable  from 
the  two  great  Councils  to  which  I 
referred  a  moment  ago. 

I  certainly  say  in  reply  to  the  noble 
Earl  that  the  Government  of  India  will 
be  fully  consulted  in  regard  to  this 
question.  We  shall  consider  at  the 
proper  time  in  what  form  and  to  what 
extent  the  results  of  that  consultation 
might  be  made  public.  But  I  make 
this  general  statement — and  I  am  glad  to 
make  it — that  our  policy  is  not  to 
conduct  this  inquiry  in  a  hole-and-corner 
fashion,  but  to  give  the  public  the  facts, 
the  statistics,  the  information  upon 
which  we  shall  ourselves  rely  informing 
our  own  judgment;  and  I  say  that  not 
only  in  regard  to  the  case  of  India,  but 
in  regard  to  all  the  subjects  to  which 
the  inquiry  will  have  reference.  I  make 
this  further  remark — that  we  shall 
gladly  welcome  any  assistance  which  we 
may  receive  from  your  Lordships  or  any 
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other  quarters  in  suggesting  informa- 
tion and  evidence  which  might  be 
usefully  elicited.  I  notice  from  the 
Paper  that  Motions  are  to  be  made 
for  Papers  bearing  on  this  subject.  So 
far  as  our  opportunities  permit  we  shall 
gladly  place  your  Lordships  in  posses- 
sion of  any  evidence  which  can  be  con- 
veniently procured  upon  this  most 
important  matter. 

*The  Marquess  of  RIPON :  My  Lords, 
the  noble  Marquess  has  not  thrown  the 
smallest  light  upon  that  great  mystery, 
the  inquiry  which  is  going  on,  we 
understand,  under  circumstances  un- 
known to  us,  and  which  is  alluded  to 
continually  by  His  Majesty's  Go  vet  nment, 
but  about  which  we  receive,  whenever 
they  speak,  no  further  information  what- 
ever. I  gather  from  the  conclusion  of 
the  noble  Marquess's  speech  that  the 
function  of  those  in  this  House  who  are 
not  connected  with  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment is  considered  by  the  Government 
to  be  to  give  them  information  as  to  the 
points  upon  which  they  are  to  direct 
inquiry.  That  is  a  function  from  which 
we  do  not  at  all  shrink,  and  when  I 
remember  how  frequent  have  been  the 
discussions  in  this  House  on  this  ques- 
tion, and  how  many  have  been  the 
efforts  made  to  get  some  more  explicit 
information  with  respect  to  this  inquiry 
than  we  have  yet  received,  I  feel  that 
the  part  allotted  to  us  may  be  a  useful 
part,  but  that  it  would  be  much  more 
useful  if  the  points  submitted  and  the 
inquiries  made  were  thought  worthy  of 
answer  by  His  Majesty's  Government. 
However,  that  is  not  to  be  the  case. 
We  must  accept  the  position  which  is 
offered  to  us,  and  do  what  we  can  in 
this  House,  where  we  have  more  liberty 
than  in  the  other  House,  in  which  I  do 
not  observe  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  that  extreme  desire  to 
receive  information,  or  to  raise  debates 
on  this  question,  which  happily  exists  in 
the  more  generous  minds  of  the  Members 
of  His  Majesty's  Government  who  sit  on 
the  Front  Bench  opposite. 

Having  also  had  the  honour  of  filling 
for  several  years  the  office  of  Viceroy  of 
India,  I  feel  bound  to  add  my  support 
to  the  remarks  of  the  two  noble  Earls  in 
regard  to  this  question,  which  is  one 
of  vital  importance  to   India.      1    feel 


that  the  Government  are  bound  to  deal 
with  India  upon  the  same  principle  as 
that  on  which  they  intend  to  deal  with 
the  other  parts  of  His  Majesty's  do- 
minions. They  cannot  give  preferences 
to  the  self-governing  colonies  without 
considering  the  extent  of  the  claims 
which  India  may  have  to  preferences  on 
her  side.  1  do  not  think  it  has  been 
touched  upon  hitherto  in  this  discussion, 
but  there  is  one  point  in  regard  to  the 
matter  of  colonial  preferences  which  is 
of  great  importance,  as  it  relates  to 
India.  If  you  are  going  to  give,  as  Mr. 
Chamberlain — who  is  the.  only  Member 
of  His  Majesty's  Government  who  is 
not  wrapped  up  in  mystery,  unless, 
perhaps,  I  include  on  the  other  side  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  is 
frank  enough  in  his  statements — if,  as 
Mr.  Chamberlain  proposes,  you  are  going 
to  give  a  preference  to  the  imports  from 
the  self-governing  colonies,  and  especially 
from  Canada,  if  you  are  to  give  a  pref ef- 
ence  to  Canada  and  to  Canadian  wheat 
and  do  not  give  the  same  preference  to 
I  Indian  wheat,  you  will  be  protecting: 
Canada  against  India.  You  will  be 
giving  Canada  an  advantage  in  regard 
to  the  import  of  wheat  into  this  country 
which  you  do  not  give  to  India.  I  do 
i  not  suppose  that  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
|  ment  will  do  that,  but  that  would  in- 
i  evitably  be  the  result  if  you  were  to 
!  give  a  preference  to  the  self-governing 
!  colonies  and  not  to  India. 

i  This  change  of  policy  involves  very 
i  grave  considerations  in  regard  to  India. 
I  As  has  been  said  over  and  over  again  in 
,  this  discussion,  India  has  a  free  trade 
!  tariff.  She  was,  when  she  had  the 
I  tariff  which  was  prepared  for  her  by  my 
I  noble  friend  Lord  Cromer,  the  most  free 
|  trade  country,  I  believe,  in  the  world. 
j  Some  revenue  duties  have  been  put 
!  upon  her  since  from  the  necessities  of 
'  famine  and  other  grounds,  but  at  that 
i  time  she  was  the  most  free  trade 
I  country  in  the  world.  It  is  a 
,  great  mistake  for  anybody  to  think 
,  that  the  natives  of  India — I  will  go 
!  further  and  say  the  European  inhabitants 
|  of  India,  speaking  generally — are  in 
I  favour  of  free  trade.  Their  views  on 
,  that  subject  are  very  similar  to  those 
i  that  prevail  in  our  colonies.  How  was 
|  it  that  my  noble  friend  who  opened  this 
I  discussion  and  myself,  and,  I  think,  Lord 


Preferential  Tariffs—  { LORDS } 


:295 

Elgin,  met  the  charge  which  was  freely 
brought  against  us  that  in  establishing 
this  tree  trade  policy  in  India  we  were 
trying  solely  to  help  British  manufacturers 
and  were  acting  on  a  selfish  principle  1 
Our  answer  was  this,  that  if  we  thought 
this  free  trade  policy  would  do  harm  to 
India,  if  we  thought  that  it  would  inflict 
injury  upon  India  in  any  way,  we  would 
not  be  a  party  to  it.  That  certainly  was 
•the  language  which  I  held.     I  said — 

"  The  policy  of  England  is  free  trade.  We 
firmly  believe  in  the  justice  and  in  the 
advantage  of  free  trade,  and  I  support  these 
proposals  because  I  believe  that  they  will 
confer  great  and  valuable  benefit  upon  India 
itself." 

And  that  has  been  the  result.  You  have 
had  figures  put  before  you  this  evening 
showing  what  has  been  the  result  of  free 
trade.     But  if  that  policy  is  now  to  be 
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feeling  and  misunderstanding  as  to  the 
objects  and  desires  of  this  country.  They 
were  carried  because  they  were  based  on 
sound  principles  of  free  trade.  Once 
abandon  those  principles  in  regard  to 
India,  and  you  cannot  maintain  those 
Excise  duties  and  refuse  to  India  that 
which  you  allow  to  all  your  self  govern- 
ing colonies. 

Under  Mr.  Chamberlain's  scheme 
those  colonies  are  not  to  give  up 
their  protective  duties  against  British 
goods.  What  is  the  method  to  be  pur- 
sued 1  In  Canada  itself,  when  preference 
was  first  given  to  us,  an  increased  duty 
was  put  upon  goods  coming  from  other 
countries,  and  we  have  heard  from 
Australia,  and  especially  from  New 
Zealand — whence  a  loud  voice  is  heard 
over  the  sea  from  time  to  time  telling  us 


.abandoned  in  this  country,  if  we  are  to  I  what  ™  ought  to  do-that  the  prefer- 

1  ence  that  is  to  be  given  to  us  is  not  to  be 
I  in  the  shape  of  reduced  duties 


have  preferential  tariffs  on  the  one  hand 
And  retaliatory  duties  on  the  other,  we 
destroy  that  argument.  We  can  no 
longer  say  to  the  natives  and  to  the  people 
•of  India :  "We  advocate  a  free  trade  tariff 
for  you  because  we  believe  it  to  be  the 
test  tariff  for  any  country,  and  because 
we  have  it  in  our  own  country."  If 
we  abandon  that  policy,  how  are  we  going 
to  meet  that  argument  in  India  ?  You  must 
recollect,  my  Lords,  that  the  sources  of 
revenue  in  India  are  exceedingly  limited. 
Both  of  my  noble  friends,  like  myself,  spent 
-a  good  deal  of  time  in  trying  to  discover 
new  sources  of  revenue,  but  they 
apparently  were  not  more  successful  than 
I  was  in  ascertaining  whence  to  get  that 
revenue.  Expenditure  increases  in  India. 
By  the  changes  which  have  recently  been 
made  in  regard  to  military  organisation,  a 
sum  of  nearly  £800,000  a  year  has  been 


on  our 

goods,  but  increased  duties  against  other 
countries.  I  do  not  for  a  moment  sug- 
gest that  we  should  object  to  their  doing 
this.  But  I  say  that  if  we  abandon  the 
free  trade  ground,  we  can  scarcely  resist 
the  claims  of  India  to  impose  duties  on 
British  manufactures.  It  is  one  of  the 
unfortunate  circumstances  of  the  extra- 
ordinary position  in  which  this  country 
stands  at  the  present  time  upon  this 
question  that  all  sorts  of  indefinite  hopes, 
aspirations,  and  beliefs  are  being  raised 
in  every  direction,  in  consequence  of  the 
vagueness  of  the  statements  which  are 
made  by  His  Majesty's  Government,  and 
now  we  are  told  that  we  are  to  wait  till 
6th  October  to  be  enlightened  further  on 
this  question.  But  we  arc  not  told  when 
the  reply  to  the  6th  of  October  statement 


placed  on  the  finances  of  India.    How  will    ».}»  *»  mad?'  «£  therefore  the  country 


you  meet  those  charges  1  India  will  say- 
"  We  wish  to  meet  them  by  tariff  arrange- 
ments. We  wish  to  meet  them  by  im- 
port duties."  Will  you  have  the  face, 
when  you  have  abolished  free  trade,  to 
refuse  to  allow  India  to  do  that  which 
you  allow  all  your  colonies  to  do— not 
because  free  trade  is  the  policy  of  this 
country,  not  because  you  consider  it  to  be 
the  best  policy,  and  heartily  believe  in  it, 
but  because  it  suits  your  own  convenience  ? 
You  cannot  do  that.  The  position  is  not 
possible.  My  noble  friend  Lord  Elgin 
will  confirm  me  when  I  say  that  the 
Excise  duties  on  cotton  created  very 
serious  difficulty  and  a  good  deal  of  bitter 

The  Marquess  of  Bipon, 


I  will  not  get  full  light  on  the  subject  even 
then. 

Just  look  at  the  consequences  of  raising 
these  vague  and  uncertain  discussions.  I 
hold  in  my  hand  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Emmott,  M.P.,  which  appeared  in  yester- 
day's Times,  and  in  which  he  gives  an 
extract  from  the  Indian  Textile  Journal  to 
the  following  effect.  It  is  headed  u  Inter- 
Colonial  Free  Trade  "— 

"  The  scheme  is  full  of  golden  promise  for 
ohis  country.  Her  cotton  industry  needs  the 
stimulus  to  its  development  which  *»uch  a 
fiscal  arrangement  would  give.  The  free 
circulation  of  Indian  and  Egyptian  cotton 
throughout  the  world,  with  a  tariff  oharge 
against    American    products,  would  at  omre 
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restore  to  India  the  great  wave  of  prosperity 
whloh  she  enjoyed  in  1861-65,  (luring  the  period 
of  the  American  Civil  War." 

There  is  more  to  that  effect.  It  is 
grievous  to  think  that  notions  of  that 
kind  are  to  be  raised  in  the  minds  of  the 
natives  of  India.  I  am  convinced,  as 
my  noble  friend  said  who  preceded  me, 
that  there  is  great  and  serious  political 
danger  in  raising  up  hopes  of  that  kind 
if  they  are  not  to  be  fulfilled,  and  in 
encouraging  the  idea  that  we  are  about 
to  abandon  the  free  trade  policy  in  order 
to  adopt  a  policy  of  protection,  in  which 
case  I  think  we  should  be  bound  to 
relieve  India  from  the  obligation  under 
which  she  now  rests,  of  admitting  our 
products  on  reasonable  terms.  I  venture 
to  assure  your  Lordships  that  the  diffi- 
culties and  the  dangers  of  this  question 
are  great  indeed,  and  that  it  is  most 
desirable,  nay,  imperative,  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  to  make  more 
•clear  and  explicit  to  the  natives  of  India 
At  least,  the  extent  of  the  policy  upon 
which  we  are  about  to  embark.  If  you 
<do  not  do  that  you  will  run  the  greatest 
risks.  I  was  sorry  to  hear  the  noble 
Marquess  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  say  that  the  Government 
of  India  will  be  consulted  upon  this 
•question.  I  had  hoped  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  had  already  been  con- 
sulted. It  is  no  use  to  tell  us  that  Mr. 
Chamberlain  is  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  and  that  therefore  he 
cannot  pay  any  attention  to  Indian 
affairs.  If  one  of  His  Majesty's  Ministers 
is  prepared  to  propose  to  the  country  an 
entirely  new  fiscal  system,  I  say  that  it 
Is  his  bounden  duty,  before  he  makes 
that  proposal,  to  study  it  all  round. 

Viscount  GOSCHEN:  My  Lords, 
T  only  rise  to  ask  one  Ques- 
tion of  the  noble  Duke  the  Lord 
President  of  the  Council  or  of  the 
noble  Marquess  the  Foreign  Minister.  I 
was  gratified  to  hear  that  the  full  informa- 
tion which  is  going  to  be  collected  by  His 
Majesty's  Government  will  be  placed 
^before  the  public.  I  think  the  declaration 
•of  my  noble  friend  was  perfectly  clear  and 
explicit  on  that  point,  the  most  explicit 
statement  we  have  yet  had.  I  would 
only  further  inquire,  without  asking  the 
Government  to  give  an  absolute  date,  when 
there  will  be  a  probability  of  the  informa- 
tion being  placed  in  our  hands  ?  Is  there 


any  chance  of  the  information  being  forth* 
coming  before  the  beginning  of  October  ? 
I  think  it  is  extremely  desirable  that  both 
sides  should  be  equally  well  equipped  for 
argument,  and  later  the  controversy, 
with  accurate  information,  and  with  the 
necessary  materials  for  conducting  the 
controversy  in  the  country  with  knowledge 
and  authenticated  figures.  I  am  sure 
my  noble  friends  will  feel  that  it  would  be 
unfair  to  both  sides  and  to  the  public  if  a 
great  portion  of  the  information  were 
already  in  the  hands  of  members  of  the 
Government  while  those-  who  might  feel 
themselves  compelled  to  contest  the 
Government  view  were  still  without  the 
bulk  of  the  information.  I  would  press 
my  noble  friend  for  an  assurance  that,  at 
all  events,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  informa- 
tion, even  if  it  is  not  absolutely  complete, 
will  be  made  public. 

♦Lord  REAY:  My  Lords,  I  wish  to 
endorse  the  request  which  has  juht 
been  made  by  the  noble  Viscount 
opposite.  It  is  undesirable  to  keep  this 
question  open  and  to  allow  an  immense 
amount  of  loose  statistics  to  float  about, 
and  thereby  whet  the  appetite  for  pro- 
tection which  already  exists  in  India, 
and  encourage  false  hopes  which  can- 
not be  satisfied.  The  noble  Marquess 
has  invited  us  to  indicate  what  questions 
we  should  like  to  see  placed  before  the 
experts  in  this  inquiry.  Perhaps,  there- 
fore, he  will  allow  me  to  indicate  some  of 
the  questions  which  I  think  require  an 
answer.  If  you  intend  to  give  a  preference 
to  wheat  and  rice  exports  from  India  to 
this  country  you  reverse  thereby  the 
present  policy,  and  in  the  case  of  rice,  as 
the  noble  Marquess  knows,  you  have  an 
export  duty  of  seven  shillings  a  ton  on 
Indian  rice.  That  export  duty  would  un- 
doubtedly have  to  go  if  you  gave  a  bounty 
to  export  to  the  United  Kingdom.  The 
result  of  a  preferential  duty  on  wheat 
and  rice  would  be  to  raise  the  price  to 
the  point  at  which  other  countries  would 
be  prepared  to  send  their  surplus  pro 
duction  to  the  United  Kingdom.  I 
would  like  to  ask  whether  that  point  will 
be  included  in  the  inquiry. 

I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  proposed 
to  give  a  preferential  duty  in  Hong  Kong 
and  in  Singapore  to  rice  imported  from 
India.  The  great  advantages  which 
accrue  to  Singapore  from  its  free  trade 
with  Cochin  China,  Java,  and  Siam, 
which  also  export  rice,  would  be  lost  in 
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that  case.  A  further  question  arises : 
If  you  give  a  bounty  to  wheat  and 
rice  on  export,  how  will  that  bounty 
affect  the  storage  in  India  of  wheat  and 
rice  as  against  recurring  famines.  We  now 
rely  on  that  storage,  Dut  if  a  bounty  iar 
given  for  export,  then  that  storage  may 
be  reduced.  Will  the  inquiry  show  what 
compensation  you  intend  to  give  to  the 
people  in  India,  whose  main  food  is  rice, 
and  what  expectation  you  have  that  in 
the  congested  state  of  the  labour  market 
in  India  there  .will  be  a  rise  of  wages? 
I  do  not  suppose  that  the  introduction 
of  old-age  pensions  in  India  is  contem- 
plated by  any  Indian  ruler.  The  Indian 
agriculturist  who  grows  rice  and  wheat 
will  reap  a  benefit  from  the  bounty  by 
the  artificial  increase  in  the  value  of  his 
produce,  but  the  ryot  who  does  not  grow 
wheat  and  rice  will  not  secure  the 
bounty.  Therefore,  as  between  different 
classes  of  agriculturists  you  would  create 
a  privileged  class.  I  trust  the  inquiry 
will  include  the  question  whether  it  is 
desirable  to  create  a  privileged  class,  of 
agriculturists  in  this  way.  I  lay  great 
stress,  too,  on  the  point  raised  by  Lord 
Elgin  with  regard  to  the  influence  of 
any  increase  in  the  price  of  agricultural 
produce  on  the  revenue  settlements.  I 
can  endorse  from  my  own  experience  my 
noble  friend's  contention  that  there 
would  be  very  great  difficulty  in  adjusting 
the  land  revenue  assessments  to  the 
artificial  rise  in  price.  As  the  noble 
Earl  who  introduced  this  discussion 
has  shown,  with  regard  to  tea  you 
hardly  need  a  preference,  because  already 
Indian  tea  has  displaced  Ghina  tea. 
But  the  inquiry  will  show  how  a  pre- 
ferential duty  in  favour  of  Indian  tea 
will  influence  the  commercial  treaty 
which  has  lately  been  made  with  China, 
and  how  it  will  influence  the  "open  door" 
policy,  which  we  are  trying  to  obtain 
from  China.  The  imports  from  foreign 
countries  into  India  are  either  articles 
which  we  cannot  produce,  which  we  I 
do  not  manufacture,  or  which  are 
cheaper  elsewhere.  What  is  the  object  | 
of  interfering  with  those  imports  and 
of  imperilling  the  large  export  trade  of 
India  with  other  countries?  As  my 
noble  friend  Lord  Northbrook  has 
shown,  no  corresponding  benefit  is  likely 
to  arise  to  our  manufactures  if  we 
interfere  with  the  trade  from  India 
to  other  countries.  The  exports  to 
Laid  Rtay. 


France,  Germany,  the  United  States. 
Italy,  China,  and  Japan,  exceed  the 
imports  of  those  countries,  and  that 
state  of  things  realises  already  for  India 
what  the  advocates  of  protectionist 
doctrines  are  always  urging,  that  we 
should  look,  not  to  the  volume  of 
the  import  trade,  but  to  the  volume  of 
the  export  trade.  The  balance  of  trade- 
is  in  favour  of  India.  Therefore  in  the 
inquiry  it  will  be  desirable  to  ask  what 
can  be  gained  by  upsetting  the  existing; 
state  of  things  in  India  1 

India  is  in  the  same  position  as  the 
United  States.  It  is  independent  of 
foreign  supplies  of  food,  and  it  is  in  a 
strong  economic  position.  Hence  the 
only  argument  in  favour  of  protec- 
tion is  to  encourage  the  industries 
and  manufactures  of  India  itself.  But 
if  you  dislocate  and  unsettle  the 
Indian  trade  by  creating  preferential 
duties  in  its  favour  here  and  prefer- 
ential duties  in  our  favour  in  India, 
what  reason  is  there  to  suppose  that 
that  interference  will  be  beneficial  to 
India  ?  The  excess  of  Indian  export* 
is  required  for  the  payment  of  in- 
terest on  the  capital  for  public  works, 
on  the  debt  of  India,  on  freights,  on 
home  charges,  and  other  private  remit- 
tances to  the  United  Kingdom.  Is- 
there  anything  in  the  finances  of  India 
at  the  present  moment  which  calls  for  a 
change  ?  These  finances,  as  the  last 
Budget  has  shown,  are  in  a  very  pros- 
perous condition.  Then,  again,  we 
cannot  overlook  the  fact  that  the  pur- 
chasing power  of  the  natives  of  India 
is  very  limited,  and  to  refuse  them 
access  to  the  cheapest  market  seema 
to  me  to  be  an  absolute  injustice  to 
millions  of  our  fellow  subjects  in  India 
Why  should  they  be  compelled  to  pur- 
chase in  a  dearer  market  ?  I  trust 
that  when  the  inquiry  is  opened, 
not  only  the  Council  of  the  Viceroy 
and  the  Council  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  will  be  heard,  but  that  we 
shall  also  obtain  the  opinions  of  the 
Legislative  Councils  of  Calcutta  and  of 
the  various  Provinces.  I  wish  also  to 
ask  whether  it  is  intended  to  take 
the  opinion  of  the  Chambers  of  Com- 
merce in  India?  It  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  know  what  they  think  of 
this  change  in  the  fiscal  policy.  Hitherto 
the  rulers  of  India  have  not   tolerated 
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put  to  me  by  the  Marquess  of  Ripon 
last  night.  My  noble  friend  Lord 
Balfour  was  quite  correct  in  the  state- 
ment he  made  in  reply  to  the  noble 
Marquess.  The  object  of  putting  in  the 
saving  clause  to  which  attention  has 
been  called  was  this,  that  in  the  event 
of  the  local  authorities  succeeding  in 
vetoing  the  proposed  transfer  of  powers, 
the  Local  Government  Board  should  be 
enabled,  if  it  was  found  that  feeling  in 
the  county  concerned  had  changed  on 
the  subject,  to  make  a  fresh  Order. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  3%  with 
the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Commons. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-five 
minutes  before  Seven  o'clock, 
t«>  Monday  next,  a  quarter 
before  Eleven  o'clock. 


a  tariff  for  other  than  revenue  pur- 1 
poses,  and  I  trust  that  the  inquiry  will  I 
show  which  of  the  rulers  of  India  \ 
and  those  responsible  for  the  fiscal  J 
system  of  India,  are  in  favour  of  the 
proposed  change. 

The  only  argument  —  I   wish   to  be 
quite  fair — which  I  have  heard  in  favour 
of  protection  for  India  is  that  it  might 
attract  capital.     But  is  such  an  artificial 
impulse  needed  1    Cheap  labour  in  India 
is  abundant,  and  skilled  labour  you  can 
obtain.     To  develop  the  natural  resources 
of  the  country  a  steady  exchange  was  ; 
required,  and  that  steady  exchange  you  ' 
have  obtained  by  recent  measures.   Manu-  i 
factured  goods  have,,  during  recent  years,  ; 
borne  an  increasing  proportion  to  the  raw 
articles  exported  from  India.     Therefore,  ! 
you    have    to    prove    that  any    further 
artificial  encouragement  is  necessary.     I  > 
deeply    regret    that    this     controversy 
should    have    arisen.       Hitherto     both 
Parties     have    been    agreed    on    what  , 
should  form  the  basis  of  our  commercial 
relations  with  India.    If  wo  unsettle  the 
minds  of  our  Indian  fellow  subjects  we 
shall  only  delude   them    by  an   experi- 
ment which  I  feel  convinced  will,  if  it  is 
tried,  destroy  the  prosperity  which   has 
been  such  a  marked  feature  of  the  final 
system   under    whieh    India    has    been 
governed. 

The    LORD    PRESIDENT    of   the 
COUNCIL  (The  Duke  of  Devonshire)  : 
I  only  rise  for  the  purpose  of  endeavour- 
ing to   answer  the  question  put  by  the    had  it ;  and,  on  hia  decision  being' challenged, 
noble  Viscount  behind  me.      The   noble  j  Jt.  appeared  to   him    that  the  pivisionj »as 
,r.  .  ,  A  f    frivolously  claimed, and  he  accordingly  directed 

Viscount  has  given  me  private  notice  of ,  the  Aye8  (0  8tand  up  in  their  places,  and  Three 

a  Question  which  he  proposes  to  put  to  ,  Monitors   having  stood   up,    the   Chairman 
me  on  this  subject  next  Tuesday,  and  I  '  declared  that  the  Noes  had  it." 
will  endeavour,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  to  j  That  was  an  erroneous  entry,  because  it 
ascertain  before  that  time  how  soon    it    wa8  contrary  t »  Standing  Order  No.  30, 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  \0th  July,  1903. 


The  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the  Clock. 


THE  VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) 
said  he  wished  to  direct  the  attention  of 
Mr.  Speaker  to  the  following  entry  in 
yesterday's  Votes  and  Proceedings— 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  a  Division,  and 
the  Chairman  stated  that  he  thought  the  Noes 


may  be  within  the  power  of  the  Govern-  i 
ment  to  lay  on  the  Table  the  Papers 
which  it  is  their  very  anxious  desire  to 
lay  as  quickly  as  possible. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (TRANSFER  OF 
POWERS)  BILL. 

[Third  Reading.] 

Order    of    the    Day    for    the    Third 
Reading  read. 


which  provided  that  in  such  circum- 
stances the  Chairman  should  call  on  the 
hon.  Members  who  supported  his  decision 
to  also  stand  up  in  their  places.  Other- 
wise the  Chairman  could  not  know  how 
many  Members,  if  any,  supported  his 
decision.  He  submitted,  therefore,  that 
the  entry  was  erroneous,  because  the 
Chairman  had  not  acted  in  accordance 
with  the  Standing  Order. 


Lord  KENYON :  In  moving  the  Third  ,  *Mr.  SPEAKER :  No  doubt  the  course 
Reading  of  this  Bill  I  will  take  the  i  stated  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  the 
opportunity  of  answering  the  Question  i  proper    course,    and    I    assume  it  was 
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followed.  Very  often  a  few  hon.  Mem- 
bers rise  in  their  places  on  one  side  of 
the  House ;  and  the  opinion  of  the  House 
being  obvious,  the  Question  is  not  for- 
mally put  that  the  hon.  Members  who 
support  the  Chairman's  decision  should 
also  rise  in  their  places.  Strictly  speak- 
ing, the  Question  should  be  put  as 
regards  both.  | 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  that  I 
otherwise  the  Chairman  could  have  no  j 
knowledge  how  many  hon.  Members,  if  | 
any,  supported  his  decision.  j 

♦MR.    SPEAKER :   He  may  not   have  I 
any  actual  knowledge,    but  he  may  be 
able  to  form  an  accurate  opinion.  j 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 

PRIVATE    BILLS    [LORDS]    (STANDING 
ORDERS     NOT     PREVIOUSLY       IN 
QUIRED  INTO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.   Speaker   laid  upon   the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating 
in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  | 
Reading  thereof,   the  Standing  Orders  ; 
not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which  j 
are  applicable  thereto,  have  been  com- 
plied with,  viz. :— Bury  and  District  Joint 
Water    Board     Bill    [Lords];     Scottish 
Ontario  and  Manitoba  Land  Company  Bill 
[Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Cheshire  Lines  Committee  Bill ;  High- 
land and  Invergarry  and  Fort  Augustus 
Railway  Companies  Bill.  Lords  Amend- 
ments considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Pontypridd  Urban  District  Council 
Bill  [Lords].  Read  the  third  time,  and 
passed,  with  Amendments. 

Cardiff  Railway  Bill  [Lords] ;  Scottish- 
American  Mortgage  Company,  Limi.ed, 
Bill  [Lords].  As  amended,  considered; 
to  be  read  the  third  time. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  10)  Bill;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  14)  Bill.  Lords 
Amendments  considered  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Speaker. 


Alexandra  Park  and  Palace  Bil . 
Reported,  without  Amendment ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

Castleblaney,  Keady,  and  Armagh 
Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill ; 
Worthing  Corporation  (Tramways)  Bill 
[Lords];  Derby  Gas  Bill  [Lords].  Re- 
ported, with  Amendments;  Reports  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Dudley,  Stourbridge,  and  District 
Tramways  Bill  [Lords].  Reported,  with 
an  Amendment ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Nottinghamshire  and  Derbyshire 
Tramways  Bill  [Lords];  Bournemouth 
Corporation  Tramways  Bi  1  [Lords] : 
Poole  and  District  Electric  Traction 
Bill  [Lords].  Reported,  with  Amend- 
ments ;  Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed. 

Birmingham  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]. 
Reported  from  the  Police  and  Sanitary 
Committee,  with  Amendments;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  print e J 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — Amend- 
ments to  Hasti  ngs  Tram  ways  (Extensions ) 
Bill  [Lords],  without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled 
44  An  Act  to  transfer  to  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  powers  and  duties  relating 
to  the  Industry  of  Fishing,  and  to 
.  mend  The  Board  of  Agriculture  Act, 
1889."  [Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  Bill  (Lords).] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to 
empower  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Burgesses  of  the  county  borough  <t 
Brighton  to  construct  and  work  tram 
ways  and  street  works ;  and  for  other 
purposes."  [Brighton  Corporation  Bill 
(Lords).] 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Ac; 
to  confer  further  powers  upon  the  South 
Staffordshire  Tramways  (Lessee)  Com- 
pany limited;  for  the  working  ol 
tramVay8  ^y  electrical  power  ;  and  for 
oth*»    Dun*0*68-"     [South  Staff ordshii  c 
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Brighton    Corporation    Bill    [Lords]  ;  |  TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  ^CONFIRMATION 
South     Staffordshire     Tramways     Bill  '***  °*  **" T  rT  'w>™5 "" 


[Lords].  Read  tho  first  time;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills.  }  4 

London  School  Board  (Hi'ldrop  Road 
Site)  Bill.  Ordered,  That  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills  do  examine 
the  London  School  Board  (Hill drop 
Road  Site)  Bill  with  respect  to  com- 
pliance with  the  Standing  Orders  relative 
to  Private  Bills.— (Sir  William  Anson.) 


PETITIONS. 

LICENCES  RENEWAL  AND  TRANSFER 
BILL 

Petition  fr>m  Hove,  against,  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

LICENCES  RENEWAL  AND  TRANSFER 
BILL  AND  LICENSING  LAW  (COM- 
PENSATION FOR  NON-  RENEWAL) 
BILL. 

Petitions  against :  from  Edinburgh  ; 
and  Nottingham ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

LICEN8ING  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS  AMEND- 
MENT  BILL. 

Two  Petitions  from  Edinburgh,  in 
favour  :  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MOTOR  CARS  (SPEED). 
Petition  from  Leeds,  against  alteration 
of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION 
(IRELAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  rules  made  by  the 
Intermediate  Education  Board  for  Ire- 
land for  the  examination  in  music,  dated 
26th  June,  1903  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

EAST  INDIA  (PROGRESS  AND 
CONDITION). 

Copy  presented,  of  statement  exhibit- 
ing the  moral  and  material  progress 
and  condition  of  India  during  the  year 
1901-2.  Thirty  eighth  number  [by 
Act] :  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  249.] 


(No.  2)  BILL  [LORDS.] 
Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
ordered  9th  July  ;  Mr.  Bonar  Law] ;  to 
ie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
;No.  250.] 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
3020  to    3026   [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (MISCELLANEOUS 
SERIES.) 

Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Miscellaneous  Series, 
No.  594  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS  (COM- 
MERCIAL, No;  5,  1903). 

Copy  presented,  of  Correspondence 
with  the  Governments  of  Belgium  and 
Germany  as  to  their  Commercial  Rela- 
tions with  Great  Britain  and  British 
Colonies  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

Paper  laid  upon  the  Tabic  by  (he 
Clerk  of  the  House : — 

PUBLIC  RECORDS  (COMPTROLLER  AND 
AUDITOR-GENERAL). 

Copy  of  Second  Schedule  containing  a 
list  and  particulars  oc  classes  of  docu 
ments  which  have  been  removed  from 
the  office  of  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor-General  and  deposited  in  the 
Public  Record  Office,  but  which  are  not 
considered  of  sufficient  public  value  to 
justify  their  preservation  therein  [by  Act]. 

COUNTY  COURTS  (PLAINTS  AND 
SITTINGS.) 

Address  for  "  Returns  from  every 
County  Court  in  Kngland  and  Wales  of 
the  total  number  of  Plaints,  etc.,  entered 
in  each  Court  from  the  1st  day  of 
January  to  the  31st  day  of  December, 
1902,  both  days  inclusive,  distinguishing 
those  not  exceeding  £20.  those  above 
£20  and  not  exceeding  £50,  and  those 
by  agreement  over  £50." 

"  And,  of  the  Sittings  of  the  County 
Courts  in  England  and  Wa'es  holden 
before  the  Judges  of  such  Courts  in  the 
year  1902  (in  continuation  of  Parlia 
mentary  Paper  [Cd.  1406])."-(Mr. 
Cochrane.) 
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QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Spirit  Licences  to  Gold  Coast  Natives. 

Sir  JOHN  KENNAWAY  (Devonshire, 
Honiton) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  he  has  any  re- 
ports showing  that  spirit  licences  have 
been  issued  to  natives  on  the  Gold 
Coast ;  and,  if  so,  can  he  say  how  many 
such  licences  were  issued  in  the  month  of 
February;  and  what  regulations  are  in 
force  on  the  Gold  Coast  and  in  the  other 
British  Possessions  of  West  Africa  as  to 
the  issue  of  licences,  both  with  regard  to 
the  number  issued,  the  character  and 
qualification  of  the  licencee,  and  the 
charge  for  each  licence. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Chamberlain.) 
No  distinction  is  drawn  between  natives 
and  other  persons  in  the  Gold  Coast  laws 
relating  to  the  grant  of  spirit  licences.  I 
am  not  in  a  position  to  state  the  number 
of  licences  issued  to  natives  during  the 
month  of  February.  The  regulations  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  refers  in  the 
latter  part  of  his  Question  are  contained  : 
in  the  following  laws,  which  can  be  seen 
in  the  Library  of  the  Colonial  Office — 
Gambia — Ordinance  No.  9  of  1894.  Sierra 
Leone — Ordinance  of  the  1 4  th  March,  1854; 
Ordinance  of  the  8th  September,  1856; 
Ordinance  No.  13  of  1874  ;  Ordinance 
No.  9  of  1901.  Gold  Coast— Ordinance 
No.  18  of  1887;  Ordinance  No.  3  of 
1897  ;  Ordinance  No.  21  of  1900  ; 
Ordinance  No.  5  of  1902  ;  Lagos — Ordin- 
ance No.  14  of  1893.  Southern  Nigeria — 
Proclamation  No.  2  of  1901  ;  Proclama- 
tion No.  17  of  1902.  Northern  Nigeria- 
Proclamation  No.  13  of  1900.  i 


Ad  Valorem  Stamp  Duty  on  Authorised 
Capital. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.);  To 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether,  seeing  that  it  is  usual  in 
England  to  allow  the  payment  of  the 
ad  valorem  duty,  under  Clause  113  of 
the  Stamp  Act,  1891,  to  remain  in 
abeyance  until  the  capital  authorised 
under  the  Act  of  Parliament  has  been 
raised,  and  that  a  similar  course  in 
regard  to  an  Irish  undertaking  was 
recently  refused,  and  an  intimation 
given  that  the  Commissioners  of  Inland 


i  Revenue  bad  directed  proceedings  to  be 
instituted  for  the  recovery  of  the 
penalties  incurred,  he  will  consider  how 
proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  penalties 
will  affect  the  investment  of  capital  in 
enterprises  in  Ireland  and  retard  the 
development  of  its  industrial  resources, 
besides  increasing  the  cost  of  carrying 
out  public  works;  and  whether  he  will 
give  directions  that  no  proceedings  shall 
be  taken  in  such  cases. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Ritchie.)  The  hon. 
Member  is  mistaken  in  thinking  that  in 
England  it  is  the  practice  of  the  Board 
of  Inland  Revenue  to  agree  that  pay- 
ment of  this  duty  may  remain  in 
abeyance  till  the  capital  authorised  under 
the  Act  of  Parliament  has  been  raised. 
The  duty  is  charged  by  law  upon  the 
authority  to  create,  not  upon  the  raising 
of  capital,  and  is  payable  within  one 
month  from  the  date  of  the  passing  of  the 
Act  authorising  the  creation  of  capital 
There  is  no  difference  in  the  practice  of 
the  Board  as  between  English  and 
Irish  undertakings.  Proceedings  for 
penalties  are  less  numerous  in  Ireland 
than  in  England,  as  might  be  expected, 
owing  to  the  comparatively  small 
number  of  companies  in  Ireland  which 
attract  the  duty.  I  can  give  no  such 
general  undertaking  to  forbid  pro- 
ceedings as  is  suggested  ;  but  if  the  hon. 
Member  has  in  mind  any  particular  case 
which  appears  to  him  a  hard  one  I  will, 
on  hearing  from  him,  look  into  the 
circumstances. 


Imports  and  Exports  for  last  Half-year. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (York- 
shire,  Cleveland)  :  To  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he  will  state 
what  is  the  increase  of  imports  and  of 
exports  for  the  first  six  months  of  1903 
compared  with  the  figures  of  last  year, 
and  what  has  been  the  average  annual 
increase  of  imports  and  of  exports  in 
the  periods  1873-1882,  1883-1892,  and 
1893-1902. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law.)  There 
was  a  decrease  in  the  value  of  our 
imports  in  the  first  six  months  of  this 
year  as  compared  with  last  of  £2,210,000, 
and  an  increase  of  £7,147,051  in  our 
exports    of    British    produce,    and    of 
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£3,229,026  in  our  re-exports  of  Foreign 
and  Colonial  produce.  The  figures  asked 
for  in  the  second  part  of  the  Question 
are  as  follows: — 

Periods.     Average  Annual  Value.     Increase. 
£  £ 

Imports  :— 

1873-1882  383,792,000 

1883-1892  399,517,000 

1893-1902  465,160,000 


15,725,000 
65,643,000 


Exports  of  British  Produce  : 

1873-1882  220.065,000 

1883-1892  234,203,000 

1893-1902  *245,445,000 

Re-exports  of  Foreign   and    Colonial 
Produce :— 

1873-1882  58,316,000                    — 

1883-1892  62,425,000                4,109,000 

1893-1902  61,509,000               (-)  916,000 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
I  am  already  making  inquiry  upon  the 
subject,  and  will  communicate  the  result 
to  the  hon.  Member  as  soon  as  possible. 

Telephonic  Communication  at  Mill  Hill. 


•Excluding  the  value  of  new  ship*  and 
their  machinery,  not  recorded  before  1899. 

Scotland  to  Killeshandra— Delays  in 
Transit. 

Mr.  M«GOVERN  (Cavan,  W.) :  To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Midland 
Great  Western  Railway  Company  refuses 
to  give  a  through  rate  from  Killeshandra 
to  Scotland  except  vul  Dublin,  which  is 
over  100  miles  further  from  Killeshandra 
than  via  Belfast,  and  delays  by  at  least 
twenty-four  hours  the  delivery  of  perish- 
able goods  such  as  pork,  butter,  and  eggs 
in  hot  weather ;  and,  if  so,  will  the  Board 
of  Trade  use  its  powers  to  compel  this 
company  to  send  goods  from  Killeshandra 
to  Scotland  vid  Belfast  at  through  rates 
when  requested  by  the  consigners  to 
do  so. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  Perhaps 
I  may  be  permitted  to  reply  to  this  Ques- 
tion. The  Department  of  Agriculture  in 
Ireland  has  received  a  complaint  to  the 
effect  stated,  and  will  make  inquiry  into 
the  matter. 

Postal  Facilities  at  Drumquin,  County 
Tyrone. 

Dr.  THOMPSON  (Monaghan,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  if  he  is 
aware  of  the  inconvenience  caused  to  the 
public  and  traders  by  the  insufficient 
postal  facilities  of  the  village  of  Drumquin, 
County  Tyrone ;  and  if  so  whether  he 
will  accede  to  the  request  of  the  inhabi- 
tants and  grant  them  a  day  mail  service. 


Mr.  MOON  (St.  Pancras,  N.) :  To  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  whether  there  is 
any  obstacle  to  establishing  telephonic 
communication  in  and   with   Mill  Hill ; 
i  and,  if  not,  whether  he  can  indicate  an 
—        I  approximate  date  at  which  this  can  be 
14,138,000  I  done. 
11,242,000  I 
I 
,      (Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 

I  Inquiry  is  now  being  made  as  to  the  most 
I  suitable  position  for  an  exchange  to  serve 
a  large  district  including  Mill  Hill,  bu«, 
owing  to  the  amount  of  construction 
\  work  involved  in  the  connection  of 
exchanges  in  suburban  districts  with  the 
London  system,  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  name  any  date  for  its  opening. 

Superannuated  Irish  Medical  Officers. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
I  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  can  he  state  the 
!  number  of  Irish  medical  officers  who  have 
|  been  superannuated  under  the  existing 
l  Local  Government  Acts ;  in  how  many 
I  cases  these  grants  were  made  voluntarily ; 
i  and  whether  the  guardians  in  any  case 
i  refused  ;  and  if  so,  in  how  many  such 
1  cases  was  superannuation  so  refused. 

I      (Answered  by  Mr.  JFyndham.)     Under 

j  Section    118   of  the   Local  Government 

j  (Ireland)   Act,    1898,    eighteen    medical 

!  officers    have     received     superannuation 

|  allowances.      The   local    authorities   are 

obliged  to  grant  pensions  in  the  case  of 

all  officers  qualified  as  provided  by  the 

section. 


Farms  on  the  Ousack  Estate,  County 
I  Longford. 

I      Mr.   J.   P.   FARRELL:  To  ask  the 
i  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
!  of  Ireland  whether    any   steps  will   be 
taken  to  prevent  the  taking  of  farms  on 
the    Cusack    Estate,    County   Longford, 
pending  the  completion  of  the  arrange- 
ments for  sale  to  the  tenants ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  efforts  are  being  made 
to  settle  planters  on  this  property  to  the 
I  exclusion  of  the  native  owners  ;  and,  if 
i  so,  will  he  represent  to  the  receiver  the 
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necessity  of  not  completing  any  of  these 
lettings  till  the  present  Land  Bill  is 
passed  into  law. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
receiver  has  no  power  to  complete  any 
lettings.  These  can  only  be  made  by 
the  Land  Judge  to  such  persons  and 
upon  such  terms  as  shall  appear  to  him 
to  be  most  advantageous  to  the  persons 
interested  in  the  estate. 

Transit  of  Batter  from  Killeahandra  to 
Scotland— Alleged  Neglect. 

Mr.  M'GOVERN :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  a  complaint  made  to  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  in  Ireland  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  a  consignment  of 
butter  from  Killeshandra  to  Perth  was 
treated  by  the  Midland  Great  Western 
ltailway  Company  on  the  4th  July  ;  and 
that  this  butter  was  put  into  a  dirty 
cattle  waggon  at  Crossdoney,  which  had 
not  been  cleansed  after  being  used  for 
the  conveyance  of  cattle ;  and,  if  so,  will 
he  state  what  steps,  if  any,  have  been 
taken  against  this  railway  company. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
Department  has  received  a  complaint  of 
the  character  mentioned,  and  is  making 
inquiry  into  the  matter. 


NAVAL  WORKS  BILL. 
[Second  Reading.] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

*The  CIVIL  LORD  of  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Mr.  Pretyman,  Suffolk, 
Woodbridge)  said  that  on  the  Money 
Resolution  passed  by  the  House  in 
Committee  on  Friday  last  he  made  a 
general  statement  on  questions  of 
fi  nance  affecting  the  Bill ;  and  he  did  not, 
therefore,  now  propose  to  repeat  it.  Of 
course,  if  any  hon.  Member  wished  to 
ask  any  further  questions  on  points  of 
fi  nance,  he  should  be  glad  to  attempt  to 
deal  with  them.  He  then  stated  the 
total  sum  that  was  asked  for;  the  total 
sum] to  be  spent ;  and  ihe  total  estimated 
cost  of  the  whole  of  the  works  in  the 


schedule  of  the  Bill.  He  also  stated 
that,  as  far  as  they  could  now  anticipate, 
they  hoped  that  of  this  series  of  Acts 
this  Bill  was  final  as  regarded  the  items. 
The  present  Board  of  Admiralty  saw  no 
reason  to  suggest  new  items  to  be 
added.  He  also  stated  that  the  total 
estimate  of  the  coat  was  not  final  He 
proposed  to  give  a  few  particulars  as  to 
that  when  he  came  to  the  items.  He 
further  stated  the  list  of  the  new  works 
which  they  proposed  in  the  schedule. 
He  thought  it  would  now  be  convenient 
if  he  made  a  general  statement  of  the 
progress  of  the  existing  works ;  and  also 
made  a  short  statement  as  to  the  reasons 
why  the  new  items  were  introduced.  In 
the  matter  of  progress,  he  thought  he 
might  claim  that  the  general  progress 
made  in  the  existing  works  was,  on  the 
whole,  satisfactory.  Of  the  £6,500,000 
voted  two  years  ago  for  two  years' 
work,  there  remained  unspent  £574,000. 
That  was  rather  a  large  sum,  but  he 
thought  he  could  show  the  House  that 
there  were  particular  reasons,  which 
could  not  well  have  been  foreseen,  which 
accounted  for  that  under-expenditure. 
On  several  items  there  had  been  over- 
expenditure;  but  the  balance  was  as  he  had 
stated.  Therehad  been  a  considerable  sum 
over-spent.  That  was  to  say,  that  certain 
works  had  made  more  progress  than  was 
anticipated  or  allowed  for.  On  Gibraltar, 
Dover,  Hong-Kong,  Keyham,  and  the 
Britannia  College,  they  had  spent 
more  money  than  they  had  anticipated. 
The  House  had  frequently  expressed,  as 
he  thought,  the  proper  and  business-like 
opinion  that  where  a  contract  was  issued, 
and  the  money  voted  by  the  Hous^  to 
carry  out  an  important  naval  work,  the 
sooner  it  was  executed  the  better  The 
House  having  definitely  authorised  the 
expenditure  of  the  money,  it  was  the 
business  of  the  Admiralty  to  speed  it 
as  fast  as  they  could.  Therefore,  he. 
said  advisedly,  that  they  had  succeeded 
in  making  more  rapid  progress,  includ- 
ing more  rapid  expenditure,  on  those 
particular  works  than  they  anticipated. 

There  were  other  works  in  which 
progress  had  not  been  so  rapid  as 
had  been  anticipated.  These  works 
included  the  Malta  breakwater.  That 
followed  the  principle  of  all  new  projects 
—namely,  that  they  were  very  difficult 
to  start.    They  were  constantly  making 
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allowance   for  that  in  those  Bills,  but 
they  did  not  seem  to  be  able  to  make 
al  owance  enough      When  once  a  work 
got  into  swing,  then   expenditure  was 
comparatively  rapid;  but  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  plans,  the  bringing  of  the 
contractor's  plant   on   to  the  ground, 
and    the    innumerable    matters   to    be 
attended  to,  always  caused  much  delay 
in  the  commencement.     He  was  glad  to 
say   that  the  contract  had   now  been 
let,    and    he     hoped    that    the    work 
would  proceed   with  ordinary  rapidity. 
For  the    deepening    of    harbours    and 
approaches   there   was   a  small    under- 
expenditure,     not     very     considerable. 
In  the  case  of  Colombo  Dock  there  had 
been   slight   retardation.     That  was   a 
matter  in  which    the   Admiralty   were 
not  directly  concerned.     The   Colonial 
Government  were  constructing  the  dock 
and  the   Admiralty  were  making   pay- 
ments suited  to  their  expenditure.     In 
regard  to  the  Malta  Dockyard  extension 
there  had  been  considerable  delay,  and 
the       underspending      amounted       to 
£207,000.    The   reason  was  that  there 
had  been  great  difficulty  in  consequence 
of  infiltration.    The  contractor  had  not 
allowed  sufficient  pumping  plant,  and  he 
understood  that  when  the  necessity  for 
increasing  that  plant  was  discovered,  it 
was  done  rather  piecemeal.    That   had 
caused   considerable   delay,   though    no 
expense,  to  the  Admiralty.    He    hoped 
the  difficulty  was  now  mainly  overcome. 
The  work  was  now  making  reasonable 
progress.    At  Bermuda  there  had  been 
some  delay  on  account  of  a  strike,  but 
they  were  pressing  on   with  the  work, 
and  it  was  now   making   fair  progress. 
At  Simon's  Bay  there  had  been  delay, 
due  to    the   war   and    the  scarcity  of 
labour  in  South  Africa.    They  had  not 
been  able  to  make  the  progress  which 
they  anticipated  with  the  new  coaling 
item  which  was  added  to  the  Act  last 
year.    There  were  £300,000  underspent 
on  that  item.      That  was  mainly  due  to 
the  fact  that  they  were  new  works,  and 
to  its   being  impossible  to  start   these 
works  all  over  the  world  simultaneously. 
On  the  whole  the  progress  was  satisfac- 
tory.     They    had    made    considerable 
progress   at  Hong-Kong   in  connection 
with  the  coaling  item.    He  did  not  wish 
to  weary  the    House  with  too    many 
details,  but  he  should  be  glad  to  answer 


any  question  with  regard  to  the  progress 
of  any  particular  item.  The  Portsmouth 
barracks  and  magazine  items  were  both 
somewhat  behindhand.  The  Ports- 
mouth barracks  were  now  nearly  com- 
pleted, but  there  had  been  some  change 
in  the  plans  on  account  of  the  new 
scheme  of  training  and  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  men  allotted  to  the 
barracks.  It  was  difficult  to  make  rapid 
progress  with  the  magazine  item  because 
constant  changes  in  ammunition,  and  in 
the  policy  which  was  to  be  followed  as 
to  reserves  all  over  the  world,  made 
modifications  necessary.  At  Gibraltar 
the  detached  mole  and  the  new  mole 
were  now  completed,  except  for  a  little 
work  at  the  head.  The  commercial 
mole  would  be  completed  by  the  end  of 
the  year.  One  dock  was  practically 
complete,  and  the  foundation  and  side 
walls  of  the  other  two  docks  were  nearly 
finished.  So  good  progress  was  being 
made. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) 
asked  if  there  had  been  any  infiltration 
at  Gibraltar. 

♦Mr.  PRETYMAN  said  there  had  not 
been  any  infiltration  at  Gibraltar. 
When  the  work  was  first  proposed  an 
eminent  engineer  prophesied  that  they 
might  as  well  try  to  .pump  out  the 
North  Atlantic,  but,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  although  at  Malta  they  had  ,had 
great  difficulty,  at  Gibraltar  there  had 
been  practically  none.  There  had  been 
very  considerable  criticism  in  the  public 
Press  with  regard  to  Hong-Kong,  appar 
ently  largely  founded  on  a  statement 
that  the  work  at  Hong-Kong  wns 
making  very  slow  progress,  and  that 
special  difficulties  in  the  matter  of 
foundations  were  being  encountered  by 
the  contractors.  That  statement  was 
entirely  without  foundation.  Indeed, 
measuring  progress  by  expenditure, 
they  actually  had  spent  £170.000  beyond 
the  estimated  expenditure;  so  the  pro- 
gress was  exceptionally  good. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  asked  whether 
the  foundations  of  the  dock  at  Hong- 
Kong  were  really  good  and  adequate. 

♦Mr.  PRETYMAN  said,  so  far  as  they 
had  gone,  no  special  difficulties  had  been 
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encountered.  The  work  had  not  yet 
reached  the  stage  when  it  could  be  stated 
that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  with  | 
the  foundations;  but  they  had  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  foundations 
would  be  perfectly  satisfactory,  and  no 
reason  to  suppose  the  contrary.  He  had 
no  hesitation  whatever  in  making  that 
.  statement.  They  could  not  be  perfectly 
certain  as  yet.  At  Chatham  the  progress 
was  extremely  good ;  but  they  bad  now 
encountered  very  considerable  difficulty 
through  water  finding  its  way  in  from 
the  adjoining  basin.  It  was  impossible 
in  great  engineering  works  of  that  kind 
to  definitely  anticipate  that  there  would 
l>e  no  difficulty ;  but  so  far  as  they  could 
judge  nothing  unusual  need  be  antici- 
pated as  regarded  Hong-Kong.  There 
had  been  considerable  correspondence — 
and  the  matter  had  been  noticed  in  the 
Press — in  regard  to  a  proposal  that  the 
entire  naval  establishment  at  Hong-Kong 
should  be  removed  to  another  site.  The 
whole  object  of  that  proposal  was  purely 
commercial  and  colonial.  From  a  naval 
point  of  view,  there  was  no  site  as  good 
as  that  which  they  now  occupied.  He 
thought  it  would  oe  contrary  to  all  pre- 1 
cedent — and  he  could  not  suppose  that 
the  House  would  sanction  such  an  opera- 
tion— to  vote  an  enormous  sum  of  money  | 
in  order  to  remove  an  efficient  dockyard  1 
from  a  site  where  it  was  properly  J 
defended,  on  an  island  that  was  at 
strategical  necessity,  to,  perhaps,  a  less] 
eligible  site  which  would  have  to  be 
defended,  merely  with  the  object  of  en- 
abling the  colony  to  extend  their  com- 
mercial establishments  and  marine  parade. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  asked  whether 
the  works  and  stores  were  all  on  the 
island. 

♦Mr.  PRETYMAN  said  they  were. 
There  was  a  time  when  there  was  a 
naval  ground  on  which  it  was  considered 
desirable  to  remove  the  naval  establish- 
ment at  Hong-Kong.  They  then  had 
only  five  or  six  acres  of  land,  but  now 
they  had  nearly  jorty  acres  of  land,  and 
they  had  room  enough  for  the  naval 
establishment,  for  the  necessary  stores, 
and  for  the  long  dock  which  was  being 
constructed.  There  was  also  a  clear  site 
for  another  long  dock  for  the  largest 
vessels,  should  it  be  necessary  at  any 
time  to  construct  one.  There  was  some 
congestion  in  the  ordnance  establishment 

Mr.  Pretyman. 


at  Hong-Kong — there  was  still  a  joint 
ordnance  establishment  for  the  Navy 
and  the  Army.  But  a  committee  of 
naval  officers  had  selected  a  site  on  the 
island  for  a  new  ordnance  establishment. ; 
and  negotiations  would  shortly  be 
commenced  for  establishing  an  ordnance 
depdt  on  that  new  site.  He  hoped  they 
would  then  have  more  room  at  the 
dockyard,  and  that  the  ordnance  estab- 
lishment would  be  placed  on  a  satisfactory 
basis.  The  naval  coaling  station  was 
established  on  the  mainland.  Although 
that  site  was  suitable  for  a  coaling 
station,  it  would  not  be  suitable  for  a 
naval  dockyard,  because  there  was  a 
difficulty  about  the  water  and  the 
anchorage,  dredging  would  be  required, 
and,  as  they  had  good  reason  to  know, 
the  price  of  the  land  was  enormous. 
They  had  to  pay  an  exaggerated  price 
for  land  for  a  coaling  place.  Indeed,  one 
would  think  that  the  land  was  in  the 
City  of  London.  They  placed  the  matter 
in  the  hands  of  the  colonial  Government, 
who  obtained  the  best  value  they  could, 
but  it  entailed  a  very  heavy  charge.  He 
thought  he  need  not  particularise  further. 

He  would  now  explain  the  reasons  why 
increases  were  proposed  in  existing  items 
included  in  the  schedule  of  the  Bill 
When  the  Resolution  was  being  debated 
last  week  a  remark  was  made  that  these 
items  were  constantly  increased  with- 
out notice  to  the  House.  That  was 
not  quite  the  case,  because  it  had  been 
constantly  stated  as  a  matter  of  policy 
that  in  regard  to  three  items  in- 
cluded in  the  Act  the  total  estimates 
were  not  final,  and  that  increases  would 
be  necessary.  Those  items  were  the 
deepening  of  harbours  and  approaches, 
coaling,  and  magazines.  Those  three 
items  all  included  a  large  number  of 
separate  services,  and  it  was  found 
impossible  to  give  a  final  and  conclusive 
total  estimate  of  the  whole  cost  which 
might  be  covered  by  them.  But  the 
control  of  the  House  was  preserved  by 
the  fact  that  no  items  were  undertaken 
within  any  particular  two  years  covered 
by  the  Act  which  could  not  be  covered 
by  the  total  estimate  already  approved 
and  included  in  the  Act.  The  increase 
in  the  item  for  deepening  harbouis  and 
approaches  was  to  cover  the  general 
scheme  of  dredging  which  had  been 
already    approved.     With  the  approval 
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of  the  House  they  had  embarked  on 
the  policy  of  purchasing  a  large  and 
efficient  dredging  plant,  and  that  policy 
had  been  amply  justified.  There  was, 
perhaps,  no  item  of  works  on  which 
there  was  such  an  extraordinary  differ- 
ence between  the  cost  of  doing  the  work 
by  contract  and  doing  it  themselves  as 
there  was  on  dredging.  He  thought 
possibly  the  explanation  largely  was 
that  the  insurance  on  dredgers  was 
extraordinarily  heavy.  They  did  not 
insure  their  dredgers,  but,  fortunately, 
they  had  met  with  very  few  accidents. 
He  would  give  the  House  an  instance 
which  would  show  the  remarkable 
character  of  the  difference.  A  large 
work  was  now  going  on  at  Keyham, 
where  about  £4,000,000  was  being 
spent  on  dockyard  extension.  A  great 
quay  wall  was  being  put  down  in  what 
was  now  shallow  water.  The  access  to 
that  quay  would  have  to  be  deepened  by 
a  very  large  dredging  scheme,  something 
like  4,000,000  yards  of  rock  and  mud 
having  to  be  removed.  It  was  desired, 
if  possible,  in  order  to  make  more 
progress  with  the  other  works,  to  have 
the  dredging  done  by  the  contractor. 
It  was  always  better  to  have  the  whole 
work  in  one  hand  rather  than  to  have 
one  party  (dredging  and  another  going 
on  with  the  other  work.  The  lowest 
tender  which  could  be  obtained  from 
the  contractor  was  £565,000.  Before 
obtaining  the  tender  the  Admiralty  had 
placed  one  of  their  new  dredgers  on  the 
work  in  order  to  ascertain  at  what  cost 
they  could  do  it  themselves.  They  found 
that,  taking  the  results  of  that,  experi- 
ment as  a  basis,  they  could  execute  the 
work  with  their  own  plant  for  £11 4, 000. 
He  should  qualify  those  figures  by  saying 
that  favourable  circumstances  were 
assumed,  and  that  if  they  met  with  hard 
rock  which  had  to  be  blasted,  which  they 
did  not  anticipate,  a  further  £50,000 
might  be  involved.  He  thought  the 
House  would  see  that  the  cost  of  the 
dredging  plant,  which  was  the  best  in 
the  world,  was  amply  justified. 

MR.  GIBSON  BOWLES  asked  what 
the  increase  was  under  this  head. 

♦Mr.  PRETYMAN  said  it  was  £200,000, 
which  was  almost  exactly  the  same 
increase  as  last  year.    The  increase  was 


necessary  in  order  to  enable  the  whole 
of  the  present  dredging  plant  to  be 
worked  at  full  power  and,  in  view  of 
their  having  decided  to  do  this  great 
work  at  Keyham,  to  purchase  one  more 
complete  set  of  dredging  plant.  The 
increase  on  the  coaling  item  was 
£250,000.  A  round  sum  of  £1,000,000 
was  taken  last  year.  The  House 
was  then  informed  that  that  was  not 
absolutely  final,  but  that  no  more  works 
would  be  undertaken  than  could  be 
completed  within  the  estimate.  That 
pledge  had  been  fulfilled,  but  it 
was  now  necessary  to  extend  the 
work  into  other  places.  For 
£1,000,000  they  would  complete  Malta, 
Gibraltar,  Hong-Kong,  Portland,  Wei-bai- 
wei,  Haulbowline,  Portsmouth,  and  Devon- 
port,  and  also  provide  a  floating  depot. 
It  was  now  necessary  to  add  to  these.  He 
wished  to  ask  the  House  to  sanction  a 
further  £60,000  for  Portsmouth,  as,  al- 
though the  complete  scheme  could  be 
carried  out  for  £100,000  in  accordance 
with  the  undertaking  which  was  given 
last  year,  the  scheme  would  be  consider- 
ably improved  by  the  expenditure  of  a 
further  £60,000.  At  Sheerness  they 
would  require  to  spend  possibly  £100,000 ; 
Ascension,  an  important  coaling  station, 
they  had  put  down  for  £65,000,  and 
£  1 6,000  for  St.  Helena.  The  importance  of 
the  coaling  item,  he  thought,  could  hardly 
be  exaggerated.  The  policy  had  been  dis- 
cussed and  approved  last  year,  and  he  need 
not  therefore  argue  it  further.  There 
was  a  very  large  increase  on  magazines, 
amounting  to  £460,000.  That  was  a  fluid 
item  on  which  proposals  were  added  as 
necessary.  It  was  now  hoped  that  these 
proposals  were  approaching  finality,  but 
he  could  not  definitely  promise  that  it 
would  not  be  necessary  to  extend  them. 
The  item  responsible  for  the  largest  share 
of  the  increase,  £190,000,  was  the  new 
magazine  at  Chatham,  in  connection  with 
which  it  was  proposed  to  create  a  sub-, 
sidiary  establishment,  with  access  to  the 
Medway,  at  Teapot  Hard,  about  four  miles 
below  Chatham,  in  regard  to  which  they 
had  obtained  very  excellent  facilities  for 
shipping  ordnance  stores  and  ammunition. 
It  was  also  in  contemplation,  in  con- 
nection with  that  establishment,  to  trans- 
fer a  part  of  the  stores  which  were  now 
kept  at  Woolwich  to  that  site.  At 
present  there  was  a  very  great  con- 
gestion at  Woolwich  owing  to  the  Army 
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and  Navy  stores  both  being  kept  in  the 
same  magazine,  and  Chatham  was  a  far 
better  site  from  their  point  of  view.  At 
Priddy'8  Hard  a  further  expenditure , 
would  be  necessary.  A  Committee  had 
recently  been  examining  into  the  ques- 
tion of  the  magazine  at  Priddy's  Hard, 
and  considerable  changes  would  be 
necessary  there.  At  Gibraltar,  where 
the  cost  of  the  magazine  work  had  been 
larger  than  was  anticipated,  turther ' 
increases  were  necessary. 

There  were  considerable  increases  on  all 
the  items  for  naval  barracks.    None  of 
these  increases  were  due  to  the  works 
costing  more  than  had  been  anticipated. 
They  were  almost  all  solely  due  to  in- , 
creased  accommodation  and  to  changes 
of  policy.     At  Chatham  the  accommoda- 
tion originally  provided  for  and  covered 
by  the  Vote  two  years  ago  was  for  3,730 
men.     It  was  now   increased   to  4,658 
men.  At  Portsmouth  there  was  additional  l 
accommodation  for  1,464  men,    and  at 
Keyham  additional  accommodation  for ' 
648   men.     Besides  that,  owing  to  tho 
abolition  of  masts  and  yards  training,  it ' 
had  become  necessary  to  erect  gymnasia 
in  connection  with  all  these  establish- 
ments.   He  wouldquote  to  the  Housefrom 
The  Blue  Jacket,  a  paper  which  circulated 
largely  on  the  lower  deck,  to  show  how 
the  policy  of  substituting  barracs  fork 
hulks  had  been  appreciated  by  the  lower  , 
deck.     The  Blue  Jacket,  referring  to  the 
new  accommodation  at  Chatham,  said — 

"  That  as  compared  with  the  old  it  was  like 
comparing  Heaven  with  hell." 

That  was  a  strong  lower  deck  expression  i 
which  he  hoped  the  House  would  forgive 
him  for  repeating.  On  the  Chatham  naval 
barrackstherewasan  increase  of  £70,000, 
on  Portsmouth  naval  barracks  £120,000. 
and    on    these     at     Keyham   £50,000.  \ 
There  was  also  an  increase  of  £50,000 
on  the  Chatham  Naval  Hospital,  which  ' 
now  provided  600  beds,  and  there  were  * 
some  additional  residences  to  be  provided 
for  and  other  requirements.     He  believed 
that  the  hospital,  when  it  was  completed, 
would  be  as  well  equipped  as  any  exist- ; 
ing   hospital  in   the   United  Kingdom. 
It    had  been    visited    by   many     com- 
petent judges  connected  with    London  i 
hospitals, and  the  arrangements  met  with  \ 
their  unqualified  approval.    On  the  Brit-  | 
annia  Naval  College  there  was  an  increase 
Mr.  Pretyman. 


of  £60,000.  This  was  mainly  due  to  the 
extra  wing  which  would  have  to  be 
built  in  order  to  accommodate  the  larger 
number  of  cadets  who  would  have  to  be 
housed  owing  to  the  new  scheme  of 
entry  and  training  in  the  Navy.  It 
would  also  cover  the  purchase  of  some 
additional  land  which  was  required  in 
connection  with  the  establishment  near 
the  entrance. 

Passing  to  the  new  proposals,  the 
first  was  for  the  introduction  of  elec- 
tricity for  power  and  light  into  the 
dockyards  He  gathered  in  the 
previous  debate  that  that  met  with 
general  approval,  and  therefore  he  would 
not  elaborate  but  he  should  like  to  give 
the  House  one  or  two  reasons  which  had 
moved  the  Admiralty  to  adopt  that  policy. 
Every  one  would  realise  that  the  present 
system  meant  a  great  distribution  of 
power  scattered  all  over  the  yard,  boilers 
at  very  low  pressure,  and  a  very  great 
waste  of  fuel  With  the  power  obtained 
by  electric  installation  they  would  be 
able  to  have  the  whole  power  carried  all 
over  the  yard  with  little  or  no  waste  of 
energy.  It  was  impossible,  alfo,  to  carry 
on  night  work  without  electric  light,  and 
if  we  were  unfortunately  engaged  in  a 
naval  war,  the  dockyards  would  un- 
doubtedly have  to  carry  on  night  work. 
They  had  inquired  as  to  the  experience  of 
many  large  firms  throughout  the  country 
of  electrical  power  in  their  establishments, 
and  that  experience  was  most  favourable ; 
generally  speaking,  the  firms  told  them 
that  their  output  for  the  same  expendi- 
ture of  power  had  increased  from  25  to 
30  per  cent.  It  was  evident  that  there 
would  be  much  more  room  in  the  shops, 
that  there  would  be  no  shafting,  no  belts, 
more  head-room,  and  an  enormous 
advantage  in  the  matter  of  tools,  especi- 
ally in  the  sped  with  which  tools  could 
be  worked.  With  steam  they  had  to  have 
an  average  speed,  which  probably  did  not 
suit  exactly  any  tool,  but  with  electricity 
they  could  have  the  exact  speed  for  each 
tool,  and  tools  could  be  carried  to  the 
work,  as  the  system  was  extremely 
flexible,  and  the  power  could  be  carried, 
not  only  into  the  shops,  but  round  the 
docks  and  the  slips.  The  Director  of 
Dockyards  estimated  that  the  saving  in 
extra  economy  and  efficiency  would  be 
little  less  than  40  per  cent  in  the  dock- 
yards as   compared   with    the    present 
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system.  The  Admiralty  in  dealing  with 
this  matter  had  thought  it  best  to  con- 
sult a  firm  of  experienced  electrical 
engineers  of  the  highest  standing,  and 
bad  obtained  from  them  a  complete 
scheme,  which  had  been  carefully  con- 
sidered also  by  their  own  officers,  for  the 
establishment  of  a  system  for  installing 
electric  light  and  power  in  each  naval 
establishment.  The  system  had  not 
been  dealt  with  piecemeal,  but  as  a  great 
and  consistent  whole;  sites  had  been 
selected  in  each  establishment  for  the 
power  station,  and  the  scheme  allowed 
a  margin  for  future  contingencies  and 
additions  if  necessary  The  moment 
the  House  approved  the  expenditure  of 
this  money,  they  would  be  in  a  position 
to  put  the  work  under  way.  The 
amount  asked  for  this  work  was 
£1,500,000;  that  might  not  be  absol- 
utely final,  and  if  that  was  not  sufficient 
it  might  be  necessary  in  two  years  time 
to  add  some  small  sum. 

With  regard  to  Sheerness,  there  they 
had  an  establishment  which  had 
been  mainly  used  for  the  buil- 
ding and  repairing  of  coastguard 
vessels,  sloops,  and  small  vessels  which 
were  now  obsolete  for  war  purposes.  It 
could  not  thus  be  said  that  Sheerness 
really  fulfilled  a  very  useful  purpose  to 
the  Navy  of  this  country.  The  docks 
were  not  now  long  enough  to  take  a 
modern  destroyer,  but  with  very  little 
lengthening  they  could  be  adapted  to 
this  purpose.  They  had  a  great  deal  at 
Sheerness  which  would  Le  very  costly  to 
provide  elsewhere,  for  instance,  some- 
thing like  2,000  trained  personnel  avail- 
able for  dockyard  work.  It  had  been 
found  that  by  the  expenditure  of 
£250,000  they  would  be  able  to  adapt 
Sheerness  yard  for  the  carrying  out 
of  the  whole  of  the  large  repairs  to  all 
the  destroyers.  There  would  be  a  certain 
number  of  strategic  bases  where  there 
would  berepairingships,  called  "  mothers" 
in  theNavy,  which  would  have  forges  and 
armouries  on  board,  and  here  the  minor 
repairs  to  destroyers  would  be  executed, 
but  when  the  destroyer  required  to  be 
docked  she  would  be  taken  to  Sheerness 
and  dealt  with  there.  This  policy,  he 
believed,  would  be  found  to  be  the  most 
economical,  for  to  deal  with  destroyers 
at  a  large  yard,  and  to  put  one,  or  even 
two,  into  one  of  the  large  docks  involved 


an  enormous  waste  of  money  in 
pumping  out  the  immense  docks  which 
were  intended  for  first-class  cruisers 
and  battleships.  The  specialising  of 
Sheerness  to  the  use  of  destroyers  was 
really  a  part  of  the  great  policy  of 
specialising  to  which  we  were  driven  by 
modern  requirements.  As  to  torpedo 
ranges,  it  was  proposed  to  construct  a 
new  torpedo  range  in  the  Medway,  in 
close  proximity  to  Teapot  Hard,  which 
was  now  in  connection  with  the  Chatham 
schemes.  There  was  an  admirable  site 
there,  for  there  was  a  tongue  of  land 
something  over  2,000  yards  in  length, 
alongside  the  river— it  would  give  them 
a  perfectly  straight  course — and  but  very 
little  excavation  would  be  required. 
They  also  proposed  to  lengthen  the 
torpedo  range  at  Horsea  to  2,000  yards, 
because  the  introduction  of  the  gyroscope 
had  so  largely  lengthened  the  range  of 
the  torpedo.  He  hoped  that  the  House 
would  realise  the  added  importance 
which  now  attached  to  the  torpedo  in 
connection  w  th  naval  warfare.  Every 
torpedo  had  to  be  run  thirteen  or  four- 
teen times  before  it  was  issued  and  on 
its  return  after  commission  it  had  to 
be  run  again,  and  consequently  con- 
siderable space  was  required  for  the 
torpedo  establishment  in  order  to  keep  it 
up  to  date.  The  incr*  ase  in  the  fleet 
had  involved  an  increase  in  the  use  of 
torpedoes,  and  he  could  assure  the  House 
that  the  present  accommodation  was 
wholly  insufficient. 

The  next  new  item  was  that  for  gunnery 
schools,  which  had  been  combined 
with  the  item  formerly  described 
as  "  Naval  Barracks  for  Medway 
Gunnery  School  "  in  the  existing 
Act.  That  school  they  had  not 
yet  been  able  to  begin,  but  in  the  last 
few  days,  he  was  glad  to  say,  the  War 
Office  had  seen  their  way  to  come  to  an 
arrangement  with  them  about  the  site 
which  they  had  hoped  for.  The 
additional  money  was  for  another 
gunnery  establishment  at  Trevol  near 
Devonport,  on  the  Cornish  side  of  the 
Hamoage;  it  was  an  excellent  site 
of  over  100  acres.  The  number 
of  men  it  was  proposed  to  provide  for 
in  each  of  those  gunnery  schools  at 
present  was  1,000.  With  regard  to 
the  coastguard  stations  item,  he  had 
gathered  that   the    House  agreed  that 
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it  would  be  desirable  to  develop  our 
present  rental  into  a  charge  for 
extinguishing  the  cost  of  acquiring  and 
building  stations.  This  was  an  item 
which,  although  it  appeared  on  this 
Bill,  did  not  really  involve  any  extra 
charge.  The  charges  for  interest  and 
repayment  which  would  become  due  on 
the  sum  of  £500,000  which  they  pro- 
posed to  borrow.  If  it  was  necessary  to 
increase  that  sum  it  would  be  extended 
on  the  same  principle.  The  charge  for 
the  payment  of  interest  and  the  re- 
payment of  capital  would  be  no  greater 
than  would  have  to  be  paid  for  hiring 
modern  accommodation  at  all  coast- 
guard stations.  There  were  533 
coastguard  stations  in  Great  Britain, 
scattered  over  remote  parts  of  the  coast, 
and  much  of  the  accommodation  was  of  a 
very  inferior  character,  and  to  provide 
sites  and  erect  buildings  wherever 
required  would  require  no  little  attention 
and  application.  They  excluded  Ireland 
from  this  provision,  because  under  the 
present  system  the  coastguard  stations  in 
Ireland  were  not  built  out  of  naval  funds, 
'but  were  put  on  the  Board  of  Works 
Vote  in  the  Irish  Civil  Service  Estimates. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  E.) 
asked  whether  there  would  be  in  future 
any  item  for  the  purchase  of  coastguard 
stations  1 

*Mr.  PRETYMAN  said  there  would 
not  be  eventually,  though  it  might 
continue  for  the  next  two  years. 
£50,000  only  were  being  taken  to 
start  with,  but  it  was  expected  that  the 
total  cost  would  be  at  least  £500,000, 
though  it  would  not  really  add  to  the 
annual  charge.  What  the  Admiralty 
now  desired  was  to  get  the  principle 
approved,  and  he  hoped  when  the  next 
Works  Bill  was  introduced  a  final  and 
considered  estimate  would  be  placed 
before  the  House.  The  only  other  new 
items  were  in  respect  of  Chatham  and 
Rosyth.  The  Report  of  the  Berthing 
Committee  specifically  referred  to  both 
of  these  items,  and  reasoned  arguments 
were  given  showing  their  necessity. 
With  regard  to  Chatham,  there  was  at 
present  a  very  considerable  naval 
establishment  there,  but  it  laboured 
under  special  disabilities.  One  special 
difficulty,  owing  to  the  increased  size  of 
ships,  was  the  question  of  the  navigation 

Mr.  Piety  man. 


of  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Medway 
leading  to  the  dockyard,  and  of  the 
entrances  to  the  basin  and  the  docks 
themselves.  The  depth  in  the  channel 
and  over  the  sill  was  hardly  sufficient 
to  afford  proper  access  for  modern 
vessels,  and  there  was  an  alternative 
entrance  on  the  upper  side  which  was 
practically  disused.  In  order  to  obtain 
full  advantage  of  the  present  basin  it 
was  necessary  to  deepen  the  channel  of 
the  Medway  for  some  distance  below  the 
lock  entrance,  and  also  to  provide  a 
further  lock  entrance.  It  was  proposed 
to  construct  another  large  basin,  two 
lock  entrances,  and  perhaps  two  addi- 
tional long  docks.  There  was  no  question 
of  acquiring  land,  as  they  already  had 
on  St.  Mary's  Island  an  ample  area  of 
land  available,  adjoining  the  present 
dockyard,  and  eminently  suited  for  the 
purpose.  It  was  impossible  without  an 
extension  of  this  character  to  accommo- 
date all  the  ships  as  they  were  now  being 
built  for  the  Navy.  When  this  new 
basin  and  the  two  long  docks  had  been 
added,  they  would  have  at  Chatham  an 
establishment  much  on  the  same  scale 
as  at  Portsmouth  and  Devonport  The 
Berthing  Committee's  Report  laid  con- 
siderable stress  on  this  point,  alleging 
that  it  was  not  desirable  to  increase  any 
existing  establishment  beyond  a  certain 
point.  The  establishment  at  Devonport 
and  Portsmouth  had  already  reached  the 
practical  limit  of  economical  extension, 
and  the  establishment  at  Chatham  was 
to  be  on  a  similar  scale.  With  the 
additions  now  proposed  Chatham  would 
be  brought  up  to  the  standard  of 
Portsmouth  and  Devonport,  and  would 
probably  employ  some  10,000  or  12,000 
hands.  The  amount  taken  for  this  work 
was  only  £50,000,  and  he  thoroughly 
understood  the  complaint  that  a  final 
and  total  estimate  had  not  been  sub- 
mitted in  the  first  instance.  If  Members 
would  carry  their  minds  back  to  the 
experience  of  the  past  they  would  see 
that  the  submission  of  a  total  estimate 
at  this  stage  invariably  resulted  in 
additions  and  alterations  at  a  later  date. 
He  had  with  him  the  statement  made  in 
connection  with  the  Naval  Works  Bill  of 
1897  by  the  present  Postmaster-General, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  in  connection 
with  the  works  at  Dover  an  original  esti- 
mate of  £1,900,000  had  to  be  increased  to 
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£3,500,000.  The  £50,000  now  asked  for 
was  to  enable  the  Admiralty  to  complete 
their  plans  and  to  make  the  necessary 
surveys,  and  the  total  estimate  would  be 
submitted  when  the  next  Works  Bill  was 
introduced  two  years  hence. 

With  regard  to  the  item  of  Rosyth,  the 
new  naval  base  in  the  Firth  of  Forth,  there 
was  a  short  discussion  on  the  Resolution 
stage  which  aroused  considerable  interest. 
He  could  assure  the  hon.  Member  for 
King's  Lynn,  who  objected  to  this  base  on 
strategical  grounds,  that  the  matter  had 
been  most  carefully  considered,  and  the 
naval  advisers  of  the  Admiralty  were  of 
opinion  on  strategical  grounds  that  the 
base  was  admirably  situated.  It  occupied 
a  commanding  position  in  reference  to  the 
North  Sea,  and— what  nowadays  was  of 
some  importance  in  reference1  to  a  naval 
base  for  strategic  purposes — it  was  a  con- 
siderable distance  from  any  torpedo  station 
which  could  be  occupied  by  any  possible 
enemy.  It  was  not  now,  as  it  used  to  be, 
desirable  to  be  within  easy  range  of 
the  enemy's  station.  One  of  the  most 
important  things  in  future  naval  wars,  he 
believed,  according  to  the  opinion  of  naval 
officers,  would  be  to  obtain  rest  for  the 
crews  and  for  any  nerves  which  naval 
ratings  could  permit  themselves  to  have. 
If  the  anchorage  of  a  fleet  was  within 
striking  distance  of,  and  accessible  to,  the 
destroyers  or  submarines  of  a  possible 
enemy  it  was  quite  impossible  for  the 
crews  to  obtain  real  rest.  The  Firth 
of  Forth  also  had  the  advantage  that 
it  was  already  a  defended  station.  More- 
over, it  was  in  the  immediate  proximity 
of  coal  and  iron,  which  was  an  enormous 
advantage  in  questions  of  construction  or 
repairs.  A  further  advantage  of  having 
a  naval  base  in  Scotland  was  that  they 
hoped  to  obtain  more  recruits  for  the 
Navy  from  that  part  of  the  country.  No 
better  recruits  could  possibly  be  found 
than  those  to  be  obtained  from  the  East 
and  West  coasts  of  Scotland,  but  a  great 
bar  to  recruiting  at  present  was  that  any 
recruit  from  Scotland  had  to  join  a  ship 
which  commissioned  on  the  South  coast, 
so  that  when  the  ship  came  home  for 
purposes  of  leave  he  had  to  go,  at  great 
expense  and  loss  of  time,  from  the  South 
of  England  to,  perhaps,  the  North  of 
Scotland.  That  would  be  obviated  if  he 
could  join  a  ship  which  commissioned 
from  a  naval  base  in  Scotland.  It  was 
hoped  that  this  would  be  a  great  incentive 
to    recruiting.      A    further     important 


advantage  was  that  there  would  be  no 
great  expenditure  on  dredging.  The  item 
for  the  deepening  of  harbours  and  ap- 
proaches showed  the  enormous  expenditure 
which  had  to  be  incurred  in  connection 
with  existing  harbours,  which  were 
originally  occupied  by  smaller  vessels, 
in  order  that  those  harbours  might 
accommodate  modern  ships.  When  it  was 
realised  that  a  modern  first-class  cruiser 
required  thirty  acres  of  water  to  swing, 
the  House  would  see  what  a  very  large 
area  of  deep  water  was  required  for 
modern  vessels.  That  area  was  available 
on  the  Forth  without  any  additional 
expenditure. 

It  having  been  decided  to  establish  the 
base  it  became  necessary  to  acquire  a  site, 
and  in  this  matter  the  Admiralty  had  kept 
in  view  the  history  of  the  existing  dock- 
yards, from  which  it  was  seen  that  the 
greatest  difficulty  with  which  the  Ad- 
miralty had  had  to  contend  in  recent  years 
was  that  of  extension.  The  Admiralty  had 
therefore  decided  to  acquire  in  the  first 
instance  a  sufficient  area  of  land  to  allow 
for  any  possible  extensions  which  would 
be  required  in  the  future.  An  area  of 
1,400  or  1,500  acres,  including  land  and 
foreshore,  had  been  acquired,  and  that 
would  be  amply  sufficient  and  to  spare 
for  any  possible  establishment.  He  was 
very  much  pressed  on  a  former  occasion 
to  state  exactly  what  the  Admiralty 
proposed  to  do  and  the  establishments 
they  would  erect.  He  would  tell  the 
House  what  the  Admiralty  proposed  to 
do,  but  he  could  not  say  exactly  what 
works  they  proposed  to  erect.  They  were 
sending  this  month  to  Rosyth  Colonel 
Kxham,  who  for  the  last  eight  years  had 
been  in  charge  of  the  Admiralty  establish- 
ment at  Portsmouth,  and  than  whom 
there  was  probably  no  one  in  the  country 
better  acquainted  with  the  requirements 
of  a  large  naval  establishment  from  the 
works  point  of  view.  This  officer  was 
proceeding  to  Rosyth,  and  he  would  put 
upon  paper  a  comprehensive  plan  showing 
the  sites  and  the  details  of  all  the  differ- 
ent establishments  which  would  or  might 
be  required  for  a  great  naval  base 
on  the  scale  of  Portsmouth  or  Plymouth. 
The  country  had  suffered  because  the 
existing  dockyards  had  originally  been 
laid  out  on  too  small  a  scale.  They  pro- 
posed to  have  this  dockyard  laid  out  on 
paper  as  if  it  were  going  to  be  a  naval  esta- 
blishment on  the  largest  scale  provided 
with  all  possible    known    requirements. 
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Having  got  this  plan,  it  did  not  follow  ' 
that  the  present,  or  even  the  next,  Board 
of  Admiralty  were  going  to  provide  for 
anything  approaching  all  these  require- 
ments. They  would  decide  what  were  I 
the  present  needs,  and  these  would  be 
provided  with  reference  to  the  final  and 
completed  whole,  so  that  if  any  future 
Board  of  Admiralty  decided  to  add  to 
them  tbey  would  find  that  what  existed 
•could  be  added  to  without  any  interfer- 
ence with  one  item  or  the  other.  All 
the  works  would  be  so  constructed  that 
they  could  be  individually  extended  at 
the  least  possible  cost,  and  without  inter- 
fering with  the  site  of  any  other  building. 
Borings  would  be  necessary,  because  the 
sites  of  the  docks  and  basins  would 
largely  depend  on  the  depth  of  the  mud 
that  lay  on  the  rocks.  Until  Colonel 
Exham's  report  was  received  it  would 
not  be  possible  to  make  a  start  with  the 
works.  Having  received  its  the  first 
work  would  be  the  erection  of  barracks, 
training  school,  and  hospital,  and  while 
these  were  in  progress  the  question  of 
the  construction  of  docks  and  basins 
could  be  considered.  It  would  not  be 
right  at  this  ttage  for  the  present  Board 
of  Admiralty  to  pledge  their  successors 
to  any  definite  policy  as  to  the  erection 
of  these  works. 

The  starting  of  a  new  dockyard  was  an 
interesting  occasion.  He  thought  it 
might  interest  the  House  to  hear 
a  few  words  as  to  the  history  ol 
the  existing  dockyards.  He  did  not 
wish  to  labour  this  point,  but  he  had 
found  one  or  two  interesting  things  upon 
this  point.  His  hon.  friend  behind  him 
had  stated  that  his  precedents  did  not 
go  quite  far  enough  back.  Portsmouth 
dockyard  was  the  oldest  in  the  country. 
It  was  supposed  to  have  been  founded  by 
King  Alfred  ;  at  any  rate  King  John  on 
the  20th  of  May,  1212,  ordered  works  to 
be  undertaken  for  the  enclosure  of  the 
docks  there.  The  order  was  addressed  to 
the  Sheriffs  of  Southampton,  and  it  was 
as  follows — 

"  We  order  Tyou  without  delay  by  the 
hands  of  lawful  men  to  cause  our  docks  at 
Portsmouth  to  be  enclosed  with  a  good  and 
strong  wall  for  the  preservation  of  our  ships 
and  galleys ;  and  likewise  to  cause  pent-houses 
to  be  made  in  the  same  walls  in  which  all  our 
ships'  tackle  may  be  safely  kept.  Use  as  much 
despatch  as  you  can  in  order  that  the  same 

Mr.  Pretyman* 


may  be  completed  this  summer  lest  in  the  en- 
suiig  winter  our  ships  and  galleys  and  their 
rigging  should  incur  any  damage  by  your 
default ;  and  when  we  know  the  cost  it  shall 
be  accounted  to  you." 

Apparently  there  were  difficulties  in 
getting  money  in  those  days.  In  1663 
Mr.  Pepys,  who  was  then  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty,  inspected  the  site  of 
a  wet  dock  at  Chatham.    He  said — 

"  The  place  is  likely  to  be  a  very  fit  place 
when  the  King  hath  money  to  do  it  with. 

He  apparently  found  some  considerable 
difficulty  in  raising  the  £10,000  necessary 
for  its  construction. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  asked  whether 
the  hon.  Gentleman  could  give  him  some 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  new  dock- 
yard and  arsenal  at  Rosyth.  He  also 
asked  why  the  cost  of  the  new  establish- 
ment at  Osborne  was  not  included  in 
the  Bill. 


*Mr.  PRETYMAN  said  it  was  quite 
impossible  to  give  even  an  approximate 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  new  dockyard 
at  Rosyth.  It  depended  entirely  on 
what  policy  was  adopted  in  the  future. 
They  were  going  to  take  this  survey, 
but  whatever  was  done  now  would  be 
done  as  part  of  a  great  and  compre 
hensive  whole.  All  he  could  say  at 
this  stage  was  that  the  Admiralty  would 
come  down  and  propose  complete  works 
and  give  a  final  estimate  for  those  works 
which  they  proposed  to  construct. 
Whether  some  future  Board  of  Admir- 
alty would  propose  other  works  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  say.  With  regard 
to  Osborne  they  did  not  propose  to 
construct  any  large  permanent  building 
like  the  Britannia  College,  and  such 
work  as  was  being  done  would  be  met 
out  of  the  ordinary  expenditure  of  the 
year. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  asked  why 
the  Britanna  Royal  Naval  College  waa 
included  in  the  Bill  while  the  Osborne 
establishment  was  left  out 

*Mr.  PRETYMAN  said  that  the  reason 
was  that  Britannia  College  was  a  large  and 
substantial  building,  while  the  Osborne 
naval  establishment  was  built  upon  an 
entirely  different  principle.  He  explained 
on    Vote    10    what  they   proposed   to 
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construct  at  Osborne  was  not  a  large  ,  to  use  tho3e  particular  guns  they  must 
permanent  building  because  that  would  provide  the  proper  ammunition  for 
give  them  no  elasticity  or  capacity  for  ,  them  wherever  the  ships  happened  to 
extension.  ;  be.     He    was    thoroughly    aware  that 

i  there  was  only  a  certain  sum  of   money 

♦Mr     SPEAKER :     If    the    Osborne   available  to  maintain  the  Navy,  and  that 

establishment  is   not  in  this  Bill   it  is  !  everything  that  was  spent    on    works 

not  desirable  to  discuss  it  meant  so  much  less  upon  ships.    Upon 

this  point  he  thought  he  could  hardly 

*Mr.   PRET YMAN    pointed  out  that    do  better  in  conclusion  than  read  a  short 

Britannia  College  was  included  in  the   statement  which  dealt  with  this  very 

BUL  part  of  the  question.    The  Intelligence 

Department  of  the  Admiralty  had  said 
MR.   GIBSON  BOWLES   said  all  he   that- 


wished  to  know  was  why  Osborne  had 
not  been  included  in  the  Bill. 


*Mr. 


"  To  add  to  the  number  of  oar  ships  without 
providing  corresponding    means  to  maintain 
them    in   pea-keeping   condition    would    not 
nnwiivifiXT  i-  i.      add  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Navy,  but  rathe 

PRETYMAN    replied    that    the    the  reverse,  as  an  excessive  strain  thrown  on 


Osborne  establishment  was  built  upon  its  deficient  resources  would  probably  react  on 
a  different  principle  and  there  was  no  the  general  condition  of  the  fleet" 
borrowed  money  in  connexion  with  That  was  the  true  view.  The  works 
its  construction,  and  it  was  being  done  policy  did  not  originate  with  the  Works 
out  of  the  ordinary  expenditure  of  the  ,  Department  of  the  Admiralty,  as  had 
year.  He  thanked  the  House  for  listen-  '  been  suggested;  it  was  the  result  of  the 
ing  to  so  many  wearisome  details  which  demands  of  the  Navy,  and  although  the 
he  had  had  to  inflict  upon  hon.  expense  was  heavy,  he  did  not  believe 
Members.  Reference  had  been  made  there  was  one  proposal  in  the  Bill  that 
to  the  extremely  heavy  outlay  upon  was  not  absolutely  necessary  to  maintain 
these  works,  but  the  House  would  sec  the  efficiency  of  the  Fleet, 
that  this  great  expenditure  was  merely 

part  of  a  considered  policy  in  regard  to  Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
the  increase  of  the  Navy  and  the  increased  dee)  thought  it  was  to  be  regretted  that 
efficiency  of  the  Navy,  and  this  part  was  there  had  not  been  a  larger  attendance 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  whole.  If  0f  Members  to  listen  to  the  full,  the 
they  looked  back  into  tho  past  they  interesting,  and  the  important  statement 
would  see  that  the  ships  of  a  century  that  had  been  made  by  the  Civil  Lord, 
ago  were  able  to  equip  themselves  in  a  As  far  as  he  could  estimate  the  Parlia- 
very  different  way.  Unlike  the  ship  of  mentary  and  probably  the  public 
a  century  ago,  which  could  refit  at  sea  interest  in  th  s  vastly  important  Bill,  he 
from  captured  ships  or  forests  along  thought  it  had  diminished  rather  than 
the  coast,  and  could  be  kept  at  sea  for  increased  since  the  first  step  was  taken 
two  or  three  years  together,  the  modern  ;  in  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  It 
ship  was  entirely  dependent  on  specialised  was  said  that  the  small  attendance  and 
articles  and  specialised  stores,  and  upon  '  absence  of  interest  in  this  Bill  meant 
scientific  equipment  of  various  kinds  that  hon.  Members  were  satisfied  with 
which  could  not  be  improvised,  and  ;  it,  but  he  did  not  take  any  such  con- 
unless  she  had  within  reach  a  naval  soling  view.  He  believed  the  real  ex- 
base  where  these  articles  could  be  found  planation  of  this  absence  of  interest  was 
she  was  useless  for  the  purposes  of  war.  '  that  the  majority  of  hon.  Members  on 
Take  one  item  alone— that  of  gunpowder,  both  sides  were  unwilling  to  grapple 
In  the  old  days  there  was  one  particular  with  great  technical  difficulties  an  1 
brand  of  gunpowder  which  everybody  were  absolutely  indifferent  in  regar . 
used,  and  if  one  of  the  King's  ship3  to  the  expenditure  of  money.  The 
captured  an  enemy's  ship  there  was  the  \  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the  sub 
same  powder  found  upon  it.  At  the  '  stance  of  the  Bill  was  in  the  schedule. 
present  time  there  was  a  different ,  This  time  there  was  something  in  the 
powder  in  every  service  and  almost  I  body  of  the  Bill  which  would  want  some 
for  every  different  gun.    If  they  wished  |  attention  from  the  Committee.     He  di  1 
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not  know  whether  the  House  knew  that 
there  was  a  proposal  to  extend  the  time 
during  which,  under  the  original  scheme, 
the  whole  of  the  liabilities  under  the 
Naval  Works  Acts  should  be  repaid.  The 
new  expenses,  at  least,  were  now  to  be 
paid  by  annuities,  terminable  in  fifty- 
five  years  after  the  date  on  which  the 
expenditure  was  incurred.  The  payment 
of  the  money  was,  therefore,  spread  over 
a  longer  time,  though  the  annual  burden 
would  be  less,  but  considering  what  they 
were  doing  in  other  Departments  in  piling 
up  liabilities  for  posterity,  he  would 
rather  that  the  repayment  in  this  case 
were  to  take  place  within  a  shorter 
period.  That  must  be  a  matter  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee.  This 
schedule  of  the  Bill  was  really,  as  on 
every  occasion  when  such  a  bill  was 
brought  forward,  the  part  to  which  the 
House  could  alone  give  any  considerable 
attention.  The  new  items  did  require 
more  consideration  this  year,  and,  in 
particular,  the  projects  for  dockyard  ex- 
tension associated  with  Rosyth  and 
Chatham.  These  called  for  most  grave 
consideration  on  the  part  of  the  House 
in  Committee.  He  would  say  at  once  in 
regard  to  this  policy  of  dockyard  exten- 
sion that  it  could  not  but  be  disappoint- 
ing to  many  of  them  that  this  very  large 
additional  outlay  should  be  necessary. 
Anyone  who  looked  at  the  schedule  of 
this  Bill  would  see  what  enormous  ex- 
penditure on  dockyards  and  harbours 
had  already  been  authorised  at  many 
places.  The  sum  Parliament  had  already 
authorised  the  Admiralty  to  spend  on 
what  was  really  housing  accommodation 
for  the  Fleet  amounted  to  no  less  than 
£23,000,000.  That  enormous  expendi- 
ture having  been  provided  for  the  stow- 
age of  ships  since  1895,  it  was  a  source 
of  disappointment  that  further  provision 
should  have  to  be  made.  But  they  were 
in  a  difficulty  in  this  matter.  How  was 
one  even  to  criticise  the  deliberate  pro- 
posals of  the  Admiralty  which  were 
founded  upon  knowledge  which  could  not 
possibly  be  possessed  by  hon.  Members, 
and  upon  an  examination  of  facts  and 
circumstances  which  they  could  not 
possibly  know  % 

The  hon.  Gentleman  had  alluded 
to  the  Report  of  the  Berthing  Com- 
mittee. He  was  afraid  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  was  wrong  in  supposing 
that  all   the   Members   who  listened  to 

Mr.  Edmund  Robertson. 


|  him  had  read  that  Report.  He  doubted 
if  many  had  read  it.  It  was  a  pretty 
stiff  Report  to  read,  and  it  added  to  the 
difficulty  he  had  in  endeavouring  to 
criticise  the  new  proposals  at  all.  The 
Committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the 
■  question  of  accommodation  for  the  grow- 
I  ing  Fleet,  and  this  was  the  result  of  their 
examination  and  consideration  of  the 
matter.  They  found  that  the  present 
naval  ports  were  insufficient  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Fleet,  and  that 
I  other  harbourage  could  only  be  partially 
I  utilised.  At  page  14  of  the  Report  they 
I  gave  a  list  of  ships  which  must  be 
I  accommodated  in  naval  ports.  He  would 
I  not  go  into  this  now,  but  there  they  were, 
I  and  it  seemed  to  him  a  reasonable  state- 
ment, and  one  which  it  was  very  diffi- 
cult to  find  fault  with.  The  Committee 
stated  that  that  Fleet  would  not  have  the 
accommodation  it  would  require,  unless 
this  new  policy  of  dockyard  extension 
was  carried  into  effect.  There  were  one 
or  two  points  which  suggested  them- 
selves to  him  on  this  question.  One 
was  that  they  had  dwelt  a  good  deal 
during  this  session  upon  the  increased 
Vote  tor  new  construction  at  large,  and 
the  increased  Vote  for  repairs.  A  point 
that  had  not  been  dwelt  upon  in 
connection  with  these  matters  was  that 
the  increases  had  gone  to  private  con- 
tractors. The  policy  with  regard  to 
that  was  very  clearly  laid  down  in  the 
statement  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  with  which  their  proceedings 
this  year  commenced.  It  mentioned  the 
employment  on  a  larger  scale  of  private 
contractors,  both  in  building  and  repair- 
ing, as  a  policy  which  was  to  be  en- 
couraged by  the  Admiralty.  But  the 
figures  were  somewhat  remarkable. 
Last  year  most  of  the  new  shipbuilding 
was  given  out  to  private  contractors. 
It  went  up  by  £1,000,000  as  compared 
with  the  year  before,  but  this  year  it 
was  a  good  deal  more  than  a  million 
in  excess  of  last  year.  If  they  compared 
the  Estimates  this  year  with  those  of 
two  years  ago  they  would  find  that  the 
new  shipbuilding  going  to  private 
yards  had  increased  by  something  like 
£2,250,000.  In  regard  to  repairs, 
the  difference  was  almost  startling. 
Three  years  ago,  to  go  no  farther  back, 
one  item  in  the  Estimates — he  thought 
it  was  Item  E  in  the  Contract  section — 


333 


Naval  Works 


{10  July  1903} 


BUI 


334 


«tood  at  £93,000.  That  was  the 
amount  that  went  to  private  yards,  but 
this  year  under  that  head  the  sum  was 
.£722,000.  This  policy,  they  understood, 
was  to  be  extended,  and  he  should  like 
to  have  some  explanation  of  it.  He 
should  have  thought  that  the  increased 
amount  of  work,  both  original  work  and 
repairing,  which  was  given  out  to  private 
yards,  would  have  relieved  the  situation 
in  the  naval  ports,  but  instead  of  that 
they  had  this  policy  of  employing  private 
jards  going  on  concurrently   with  the 

Sroviding  of  increased  accommodation 
>r  naval  ports.  That  was  a  point  on 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  might  have 
something  to  tell  the  House. 

In  this  and  previous  sessions  the  House 
had  granted  to  the  Admiralty  enormous 
sums  for  the  manufacture  of  new  ships. 
This  year  the  Admiralty  came  forward 
and  told  them  that  these  new  ships  which 
had  been  sanctioned  would  be  of  no  use 
to  the  Navy  unless  they  provided  the 
additional  dockyard  accommodation  now 
asked  for.  On  the  first  point,  he  for 
one  had  not  found  it  possible  to  accept 
the  mere  estimate  of  the  Admiralty  as  a 
sufficient  reason  for  larger  demands  in 
naval  construction.  He  had  said  again 
and  again  that  this  depended  upon 
policy  for  which  the  Admiralty  were  not 
answerable,  but  with  regard  to  which 
those  who  were  answerable  had   so  far 

SVen  no  adequate  reply.  Therefore,  so 
r  as  the  substance  of  this  new  policy 
•of  extension  was  concerned,  while  he 
took  no  responsibility  for  the  causes  that 
had  led  to  it,  he  frankly  admitted  that 
from  his  point  of  view  it  was  hardly 
possible  to  contest  the  decision  at  which 
the  Admiralty  on  its  own  responsibility 
had  arrived.  Now  he  came  to  the  items 
of  this  new  extension.  The  item  relating 
to  Rosyth  was  that  which  had  brought 
so  large  a  proportion  of  his  colleagues  in 
the  representation  of  Scotland  to  this 
debate  to-day.  They  formed  a  good 
majority  of  the  House  at  the  present 
moment.  He  did  not  think  he  was 
doing  his  colleagues  any  injustice  in 
making  that  suggestion.  His  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  East  Perthshire  had  put 
down  a  Motion  challenging  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill  on  the  ground 
that  full  financial  estimates  had  not  been 
made. 
VOL.  CXXV.      [Fourth  Series.] 


He  should    like   to  say  a    word    or 
two  in  regard  to  the  defence  made  by 
the    Civil    Lord  of    the  line  of  action 
followed  on  this  occasion  both  in  respect 
of    Rosyth  and  Chatham.      They    had 
what  is  called  a   "total  vote" — only  a 
statement  of  the  probable  expenditure. 
The  issue  raised  by  his  hon.  friend  was 
that  the  Admiralty  ought  to  have  pre- 
pared, not  conclusive,  or  absolutely  exact, 
or  final  estimates,  but  some  rough  esti- 
mates,   at    all    events,    of     the    total 
financial  effect  of  their  new  proposals. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  alluded  to  the  case 
of  Dover,  and  said  that  when  it  was  put 
in  the  first  Naval  Works  Bill  a  compara- 
tively small  amount  was  allowed.     He 
would    remind    the  House  that  Dover 
was  pushed  into  that  Bill  by  this  House  ; 
it  was  not  in  the  first  draft  at  all.  *  The 
Government  of  the  day  was  compelled 
by  the  sentiment  of  the  House  to  allow 
it  to  go  in,  and  under  those  circumstances 
no  estimate  was  possible.     He  dared  say 
that  the  estimate  that  followed  was  below 
the  mark.     The  hon.  Gentleman  might 
have  chosen  as  a  better  illustration  the 
case  of  Devonport.     The  estimate  made 
for  Devonport  had  been  largely  exceeded, 
but  it  was  at  all  events  an  official  esti- 
mate.    It  was  made  by  those  responsible 
for  such  things  to  the  Admiralty  of  the 
day.      He   had  charge  of    the    Bill   in 
question  and  he    could   say   that   with 
full  assurance.      He    thought  that  the 
absence    in    the    present    state    of  any 
I  estimate  at  all  gave  rise  to  the  inference 
in  the  first  place  that  there  was  not  only 
no  estimate  but  no  exact  and  thought- 
out  plan  and  policy.      That   had   been 
[fully  confirmed  the  other  day  by  what 
was  said  by  the   Civil   Lord.      He   had 
asked  the  hon.  Gentleman  what  kind  of 
a  naval  establishment   this    was  to  be  ? 
I  Was  it  to  be  a  new  Portsmouth  ?    Were 
I  they  going    to    undertake    shipbuilding 
there  or  were  they  only  going  to  effect 
repairs   on   the   ships   which   came   into 
I  the   roadstead  ?      He   took   it   that   the 
Government    themselves    had    not    yet 
made  up  their  mind,  that  they  did  not 
know  now  what  they  were  going  to  do 
at  Rosyth.     That  there  were  to  be  naval 
barracks   there,    was   known ;    but  were 
there  to  be  large  construction  works,   or 
were  they  to  take  it  that  they  did  not 
know  1    They  had  bought  land  enough 
I  to  enable  them  and  their  successors  to  do 
anything  they  liked.     Rosyth  might  bo 
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At  any  date  a  full-blown  Portsmouth  or  not, 
according  to  the  decision  of  the  Govern- 
ment or  the  Admiralty — a  base  for  ship- 
building as  well  as  repairing.     But  the 
point  was,  should  the  House  of  Commons 
take  what  he  believed  to  be  an  entirely 
new  departure  in  finance  in   assenting  : 
that  day  to  works  of  this  enormous  mag- 
nitude, the  cost  of  which  was  unknown, 
because  the  extent   of   them  was  un- 
known 1      He    could   understand    that 
where  the  wages  of  labour  were  dubious 
in  future  years,  or  that  the  cost  of  the  < 
acquisition  of   land  was   uncertain,  the  ; 
estimate  would  have  to  be  more  or  less 
guesswork  ;     but  the  essential  eiement  i 
in  a  case  of  this  kind  did  not  depend  j 
on  these  items  at  all.     It  depended  upon  i 
facts  which  the  House  did  not  know;; 
upon*  what  was  going  to  be  done  at  this  \ 
new  naval  base.     He  agreed  thoroughly  : 
with  the  principle  which  his  hon.  friend  | 
the    Member    for     Perthshire    sought 
to  establish  by  the  Amendment  he  was  ' 
going  to  move,  that,  making  all  allow- : 
ance  for  the  imperfection  of  estimates,  i 
the  Admiralty  should,  before  the  Com-  '-> 
mittee    stage  was  reached,  come  down 
and  tell  the  Committee   what  was  the  I 
rough  approximate  estimate  of  the  cost ; 
of  this  new  naval  base. 

There  was  another  reason  why  there 
should  be  more  precision  in  the  estimate. 
This  was  not  a  case  where  the  expenditure 
was  to  be  incurred  once  for  all.  It 
depended  upon  what  they  were  going 
to  erect,  whether  the  cost  of  the  new 
naval  establishment  would  be  anjthing 
like  the  annual  cost  of  Portsmouth,  or 
Devonport,  or  Pembroke,  or  Chatham. 
On  these  grounds  they  were  entitled  to 
more  complete  information.  They  ought 
to  have  an  estimate  not  only  of  the  , 
cost  of  the  new  works  but  of  what  i 
the  annual  cost  of  the  new  establish- 
ment was  likely  to  be  on  the  naval 
Votes.  He  regarded  Rosyth  from  . 
another  point  of  view.  The  hon.  ! 
Gentleman  had  spoken  about  the  ex- 
cessive price  which  the  congestion  of 
the  population  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  existing  dockyards  had  put  upon 
the  land  values.  But  what  wa>  the 
reason  for  the  excessive  price  given  for 
the  land  at  Rosyth  1  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  nothing  of  that  that  day;  but 
in  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  he 
told  the  Committee  that  the  gross  rental 
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of  the  estate  purchased  at  Rosyth 
£1,622  per  annum;  and  that  he 
going  to  take  authority,  by  this  Bill,  to- 
give  for  that  estate  a  sum  of  £122,500; 
with  certain  rights  reserved  to  the 
vendor  in  respect  of  minerals.  An  hon. 
Gentleman,  who  had  now  left  the  House, 
had  been  gibing  about  the  Irish  Land  Bill, 
but  this  far  transcended  the  terms  given 
to  the  landlord  in  the  Irish  Land  Bill  It 
was  a  transaction  which  must  be  further 
probed  and  about  which  more  informa- 
tion must  be  given  than  the  House 
had       yet    had.  He     would      ask 

where    the     money    was   to    be     got 
for  this  land  purchase  1    He  presumed 
that   it  was    part  of   the  £200,000  of 
initial  expenditure   for  the  year.    [Mr- 
Prkttman  was   understood    to   assent.} 
But  coming  back  to  .the  price,  the  State 
was  the  ultimate  owner  of  all  the  land 
in  the  country,  including  Rosyth,  whioh 
it    needed   for  its  own  purposes.    Here 
was  this  particular  bit  of  land,  bringing 
in  something  like   £1,600  a  year.    He 
did  not  know  the  price  of  agricultural 
land  in  that  neighbourhood.    He  should 
suppose  it    was   worth  not  more  than 
thirty    years    purchase.       [Mr.    T.    R 
Buchanan  :  Twenty-six  years  purchase. J 
Well,  he  would  allow  thirty  years  pur- 
chase,  and  £50,000    would  be  the  out- 
side price    in  the  open  market  for  any 
private  person  coming  forward  seeking 
to  acquire  the  land.     He  did  not  know 
who     the    owner    was,     although    (he 
believed  it   was  a  noble  Lord  belonging 
to  Scotland.     However,   that}  did   not 
matter   so    far    as  his  argument    was- 
concerned.       But    the    Admiralty   had 
given    two-and-a-half  times  the   market 
value,  estimated  by  the  best  authorities, 
for  this  land.    Why  had  they  given  so- 
I  much,  and  how  did  they  make  the  con- 
\  tract  with  the  owner  of  the  soil  ?   It  waa 
a  lucky   thing  for  that  owner  that  the 
naval  policy  of  the  country  had  taken 
!  this  new  direction  ;    but  what  the  Com- 
I  mittee  wanted  to   know   was  by  what 
manner  of  procedure  did  the  Admiralty 
j  fix  this  price  ?     Did  they  send  a    man* 
down  to  bargain  with  the  owner,  telling 
!  him   that  the   land  was  wanted  for  the 
Admiralty  and  leave  him  to  put  his  own 
figure  on   it  ?    Something  of  that  kind 
must   have   been  done.      Why  did  the 
Admiralty    not    adopt     the    procedure 
,  indicated  in  the  first    Naval  Works  Act 
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of  1895  ?  In  that  Act,  foreseeing  that 
the  Admiralty  would  require  to  purchase 
land  and  that  the  vendor  was  likely  to 
stand  out  for  a  large  price,  and  knowing 
that  the  Admiralty  had  not  then  the 
power  which  the  War  Office  possessed,  a 
clause  was  inserted  in  the  Act  of  1895 
which  gave  the  Admiralty  the  same 
powers  of  compulsory  purchase  which 
the  War  Office  had.  What  he  wanted 
to  know  was  why  the  Admiralty  did  not 
proceed  to  take  this  land  by  these  com- 
pulsory powers,  when  the  price  might 
hare  been  fixed  either  by  a  jury  or  by 
the  alternative  system  provided  for  by 
the  Lands  Clauses  Act  1  All  they  had  got 
to  do  was  to  make  an  inquiry,  delimit 
the  land,  so  to  speak,  pass  a  Provisional 
Order  by  their  own  authority,  and 
come  to  the  House  and  ask  their  assent 
to  the  Provisional  Order,  and  then  pro- 
ceed to  fix  the  price  by  the  tribunal 
provided  by  the  Act.  Why  was  not 
that  course  of  action  taken  in  this  case ; 
and  why  was  this  enormous  price  for 
apparently  a  very  ordinary  bit  of  Scotch 
agricultural  land  to  be  paid  to  this  noble 
Lord? 

There  was  only  one  other  point  on 
which  he  wished  to  touch.  The  hon. 
Gentleman,  in  speaking  about  the  pro- 
gress of  the  works  under  the  old  Acts, 
told  the  Committee  that  there  had  been 
more  work  done  in  some  places  than  in 
others  and  that  the  saving  in  one  De- 
partment was  used  against  the  excess 
expenditure  in  another  Department. 
The  total  shortage  was  £1,500,000.  He 
thoroughly  concurred  in  the  principle 
that  the  Committee  should  make  allow- 
ance for  excess  expenditure  over  esti- 
mates in  regard  to  great  works ;  but  he 
confessed  he  was  astonished  to  hear  the 
hon.  Gentleman  say  that  considerable 
progress  had  been  made  with  the  esta- 
blishment at  Keyham.  He  himself  had 
meant  to  ask  why  it  was  that  there  was 
so  great  delay  in  the  completion  of  the 
works  at  Keyham.  It  was  a  big  busi- 
ness, but  those  responsible  for  the 
original  Bill  were  advised  that  the 
works  there  would  be  completed  in 
1 903.  He  observed  that  every  year  the 
date  of  the  completion  of  the  works  was 
postponed  in  the  Naval  Works  Bill  for 
a  few  more  years ;  and  now  it  was  said 
that  they  were  not  to  be  completed  till 
1906-7.    The  Committee  ought  to  have 


some  explanation  of  this  delay  in  the 
completion  of  the  works  at  Keyham. 
Now,  as  to  generalities  the  sum  they 
were  going  to  spend  this  year  under 
this  Bill  was  £4,000,000  out  of 
the  appalling  total  of  £40,000,000. 
That  was  the  gigantic  cost  which, 
although  the  Navy  was  intended  for  the 
defence  of  the  Empire  as  a  whole,  fell 
wholly  on  the  unhappy  inhabitants  of 
this  island,  because  we  had  practically 
no  contribution  from  those  whom  we 
defended,  towards  this  expenditure— an 
expenditure  which  was  now  so  great 
that  all  patriotic  and  sensible  men 
must  be  becoming  alarmed  by  the  possi- 
bility of  further  extension.  In  face  of 
this  unparalleled  and  terrific  expenditure 
on  the  Navy,  surely  they  might  have 
expected  from  the  Government  some 
defence  of  the  policy  which  made  the 
Navy  necessary  and,  at  all  events,  some 
assurance  that  they  were  alive  to  its 
dangers  and  were  willing  to  take  the 
only  course  which  could  bring  such 
expenditure  to  an  end — that  of  inviting 
other  Powers,  our  alleged  rivals,  to  join 
in  putting  an  end  to  this  expenditure  of 
public  money. 

♦Mr.   BUCHANAN    said   he    only 
proposed    to    deal     with    the    financial 
and     not     with      the  .   naval     aspect 
of  this  discussion.     Various  suggestions 
had  been   put   forward  from    time   to 
time  as  to  modes   and  methods  of  re- 
trenchment and  economy,  one  of  which 
was  that  they  should  go  round  cap  in 
hand  to  the  colonies  for  contributions, 
but   his    opinion    was    that     expressed 
by  Prince  Bismarck,  who  said  in  these 
matters  they  must  each  wash  their  own 
doorstep.    They  must  act  on  their  own 
initiative  and  their  own  authority,  and  if 
they  were  not  willing  to  do  that  they 
were  not  likely  to  embark  on  any  effective 
retrenchment.     It  seemed  to  him   that 
they  should  determine  what  their  own 
interests  were,  and  that  their  naval  ex- 
penditure   was  commensurate  with  the 
financial  resources  and  the  needs  of  their 
own  people.    He  did  not  agree  with  the 
Civil  Lord  that  there  was  a  total  sum  for 
the  Navy,  and  that  if  more  was  spent 
on  naval  works  there  would  be  less  to 
be  spent  on  the  Navy.     Exper  ence  had 
shown  that  there  was  no  limit  to  the 
sum   put  into   the  Naval  Works   Bill. 
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They  had  to  agree  to  a  large  initial 
expense  which  entailed  in  succeeding 
years  enormous  and  consequential  in- 
creases. He  thought  if  there  was  one 
branch  of  naval  expenditure  in  which 
retrenchment  might  be  possible,  it 
was  with  regard  to  naval  works. 
He  quoted  Lord  Brassey  in  support  of 
this  contention.  There  were  certain 
new  features  in  this  Bill  which  he 
thought  were  bad,  and  there  were  old 
features  in  it,  which  were  inherent  in 
every  Naval  Works  Bill,  which  now 
appeared  in  an  aggravated  form.  He 
did  not  think  the  House  quite  realised 
the  length  to  which  they  had  gone  in  this 
policy  of  naval  works.  It  was  com- 
menced in  1895  and  had  steadily 
developed  until  they  had  reached  this 
enormous  expenditure.  He  did  not 
wish  to  discuss  again  the  principle 
which  underlay  the  Naval  Works  Bill — 
vis.,  to  construct  works  of  a  per- 
manent character  out  of  borrowed 
money  repayable  in  thirty  years,  but  he 
retained  the  opinion  that  it  would  have 
been  ^  better  to  have  adhered  to  the 
practice  which  prevailed  in  this  country 
down  to  1895  except  in  regard  to 
certain  rare  cases.  He  recognised  there 
might  be  exceptional  works  to  be 
undertaken  which  it  was  necessary  to 
pay  for  with  borrowed  money,  but,  if 
so,  certain  conditions  should  be  clearly 
laid  down  as  to  what  works  came 
within  that  category  and  what  did 
not.  It  was  manifest  and  agreed  to  by 
everybody  that  they  might  construct 
out  of  borrowed  money,  and  not  out  of 
the  annual  Estimates,  works  which 
entailed  a  large  expenditure  of  money, 
and  which  were  of  a  permanent 
character,  and  which  would  benefit  the 
country  for  the  thirty  years  in  the 
course  of  which  the  money  was  to  be 
paid,  but  they  ought  not  to  con- 
struct with  borrowed  money  any  works 
which  would  perish  in  the  using. 
There  were  works  put  into  this  Bill 
which  ought  to  be  put  on  the 
Estimates  and  which  could  not 
fairly  be  paid  for  out  of  borrowed 
money.  While  the  Bill  of  1895  was 
brought  forward  as  an  exceptional 
measure  this  system  of  annual  or 
biennial  Naval  Works  Bills  had  become 
a  stereotyped  Departmental  practice  in 
this  country.  It  had  produced  an  alarm- 
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ing  and  continual  increase  of  naval 
expenditure,  and  also  resulted  in  a  con* 
fusionin  the  accounts.  It  was  a  practice 
which  ought  to  be  deprecated,  because 
it  brought  in  two  naval  and  two  military 
Budget!  in  one  year. 

It  had  been  stated  that  this  Bill 
was  to  be  final  as  regards  works,  but 
not  as  regards  money,  but  he  heard 
that  statement  with  considerable 
scepticism,  though  he  recognised  that 
the  Government  were  beginning  to 
recognise  the  necessity  of  putting  some 
limit  on  this  vast  and  increasing  expendi- 
ture. He  did  not  think  the  Civil  Lord  or 
his  successors  would  be  able  to  hold  their 
own  in  this  matter,  because  he  had  ob- 
served that  the  naval  expert  had  acquired 
command  not  only  of  the  tiller  but  of 
the  till.  Efforts  of  retrenchment  would 
be  handicapped  by  speeches  of  a  most 
sweeping  character  delivered  in  the 
House  of  Commons  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  and  others  who  demanded 
that  no  limit  should  be  placed  on  naval 
expenditure  for  the  defence  of  this 
country.  His  general  objection  to  a 
good  deal  contained  in  this  and  previous 
Bills  was  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  and 
the  Admiralty  were  really  endeavouring 
to  save  their  Votes  and  put  upon  loan 
money  which  ought  to  be  put  upon 
the  Annual  Estimates.  For  instance, 
the  furnishing  of  electric  light  and 
power  in  the  dockyards  was  a  very 
necessarv  reform,  and,  as  a  layman,  it 
was  a  surprise  to  him  that  it  had  not 
been  introduced  before,  but  that  appeared 
to  him  to  be  an  item  that  should  not  be 
paid  for  out  of  capital  but  out  of  annual 
income,  and  as  such  should  appear  upon 
the  Estimates  and  not  on  this  Loans  Bill. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  had  also  spoken  of 
coaling  facilities,  the  amount  for  which 
appearing  in  this  Bill  was  £1,280,000, 
which  was  an  increase  of  £250,000  on 
the  estimated  cost  of  1901.  Among 
the  works  included  in  that  sum  was  the 
construction  of  a  jetty  at  Haul  bowline 
for  coaling  purposes,  for  which  they 
were  going  to  pay,  not  out  of  the  annual 
Estimates  but  apparently  out  of  borrowed 
money,  the  repayment  of  which  was  to 
be  spread  over  thirty  years.  There 
was  also  to  be  an  extension  of  the  coaling 
jetty  at  Portland.  If  any  hon.  Gentle- 
man looked  through  the  Naval  Estimates, 
and   studied  the   details  of   the   Works 
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Votes,  he  would  find  that  these  were 
just  the  items  that  should  appear  upon 
t:;e  Estimates  under  the  head  of  works 
and  not  be  built  out  of  money  borrowed, 
the  repay  mentof  which  would  extend  over 
a  generation.  Then  there  was  an  item  for 
torpedo  ranges,  for  the  construction  of  the 
new  torpedo  range  and  the  extension  of  an 
exulting  one.  Surely  that  was  expendi- 
ture that  should  be  included,  as  .similar 
expenditure  had  previously  been  included, 
in  the  annual  Estimates.  Why  was  it 
that  the  Government  were  now  taking  a 
new  financial  departure  by  putting  items 
into  the  Naval  Works  Bill  which  hitherto 
had  been  borne  on  the  annual  Esti- 
mates and  paying  the  expenditure  out  of 
borrowed  money  which  ought  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  annual  income. 

Passing  to  the  new  works,  particularly 
the  extension  of  Chatham  dockyard  and 
the  construction  of  the  Firth  of  Forth 
base,  for  the  first  time  since  the  Naval 
Works  Acts  were  passed,  the  House  was 
not  told  the  total  estimated  cost  of  these 
works  or  when  it  was  expected  that  they 
would  be  completed.  He  had  endeavoured 
to  show  that  this  system  of  naval  works 
legislation  had  introduced  laxity  into 
our  financial  control.  The  Government 
were  now  going  further  and  asking  them 
to  embark  on  initial  expenditure  for 
works  of  unlimited  extent  and  duration 
upon  the  details  of  which  they  them- 
selves had  apparently  not  made  up 
their  minds.  Surely  that  was  unduly 
interfering  with  the  control  which  the 
House  ought  to  possess,  and  which,  in  his 
opinion,  was  the  best  support  the 
(Government  cou'd  have  in  the  direction 
of  economy.  He  did  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  in  asking  for  a  grant  of 
money  for  initial  expenditure,  should 
give  them  at  least  an  approximate  esti- 
mate of  the  total  cost.  That  surely  was 
a  reasonable  and  moderate  demand.  He 
recognised  that  it  might  not  be  possible 
to  give  a  final  estimate,  or  even  one  that 
could  be  relied  upon  for  a  number  of 
year*,  but  seeing  that  they  were  now 
embarking,  as  the  Civil  Lord  had  said, 
on  one  of  the  most  important  naval 
works  undertaken  during  the  past  two 
or  three  centuries,  they  ought  to  be 
informed  more  in  detal  what  was 
contemplated  by  the  Admiralty  and  how 
much  it  was  proposed  to  spend  during 
the  next  two  or  four  years.    Column  1 


in  the  schedule  was  a  very  important 
column,  because  it  gave  information  as  to 
the  amount  of  their  commitments  on 
works  that  were  being  undertaken.  Those 
commitments  had  of  late  years  risen 
rapidly.  The  last  return  showed  commit 
ments  to  the  amount  of  £27,000,000;  and 
the  previous  one  was  £23,000,000.  In 
the  present  year  the  hon.  Gentleman 
put  the  figure  at  £31,000,000.  That 
figure  was  quite  fallacious,  tor  it  did  not 
include  an  estimate  for  the  Rosyth  works 
or  the  Chatham  extension,  and  he  had 
told  them  that  the  eventual  expenditure 
would  be  nearer  £40,000,000  than 
£30,000,000.  Personally,  he  wa< 
inclined  to  think  it  would  be  nearer 
£50,000,000.  There  had  been  a  good 
deal  of  discussion  recently  about  the 
National  Debt  and  the  means  of 
paying  it  off,  but  they  were  very  apt 
to  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  while  on 
the  one  hand  they  were  paying  off  debt 
they  were  accumulating  it  on  the  other, 
and  in  this  and  the  next  year  they 
would  be  spending  some  £4,000,000  of 
borrowed  money  on  naval  works  which 
would  have  to  be  repaid  at  a  future  date. 
What  was  the  history  of  the  Naval 
Works  Bill  1  The  first  one  was  introduced 
by  the  Liberal  Government  in  1895,  and 
the  schedule  contained  only  one  column, 
which  gave  the  estimated  expenditure  on 
each  work  for  the  ensuing  year.  But 
hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
particularly  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India,  then  insisted  on  having 
another  column  showing  the  total  esti- 
mated cost  of  each  work,  and  also  fixing 
a  time  limit  for  their  completion.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  since  1895  they  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  this 
information,  he  hoped  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  at  some  later  stage  be 
prepared  to  supply  it  to  the  Housa  in 
r  gard  to  these  new  works.  He  begged 
to  move  "  that  this  House  declines  to 
sanction  expenditure  on  new  works  for 
the  total  cost  of  which  an  Estimate  is 
not,  as  has  hitherto  been  the  practice, 
included  in  the  Bill." 


Mk.  EUGENE  WASON  (Clack. 
mannan  and  Kinross)  seconded  the 
Motion,  and  suggested  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  inquire  into  the  feasibility 
of  making  a  canal  from  the  Forth  to  the 
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Clyde.  Such  a  canal  would  be  of  enor- 
mous importance  from  a  strategic  point  of 
view.  The  constituency  which  he  repre- 
sented was  naturally  very  interested  in 
this  question,  and  he  held  in  his  hand  a 
copy  of  a  memorial  from  the  Provost, 
Councillor  and  Magistrates  of  Alloa, 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland, 
asking  him  to  bring  this  matter  before 
Parliament.  The  construction  of  such  a 
canal  would  save  vessels  the  necessity  of 
going  round  by  Pentland  Firth  ;  it 
would,  in  fact,  shorten  the  distance  by 
hundreds  of  miles.  There  were  no 
engineering  difficulties  to  be  overcome, 
and  the  financial  problem  could  be 
easily  solved  if  the  Government  would 
guarantee  say  2 £  per  cent,  on  the  capital 
required.  He  wished  to  know  why  the 
Government  had  paid  such  an  enormous 
price  for  the  land  at  Rosyth.  He  had 
calculated  that  it  represented  something 
like  eighty  years'  purchase,  and  it  cer- 
tainly required  some  explanation. 

Amendment   proposed — 

"To  leave  out  from  the  word  '  That ,'  to  the 
end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
'  this  House  declines  to  sanction  expenditure 
on  new  works  for  the  total  cost  of  which  an 
estimate  is  not,  as  has  hitherto  been  the  prac- 
tice, included  in  the  Bill.'  "—(Mr.  Buchanan.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question."  m 

♦Mr.  REGINALD  LUCAS  (Ports- 
mouth) said  he  assumed  that  there  was 
going  to  be  a  new  naval  base  and  a  dock- 
yard, possibly  of  very  large  dimensions, 
at  Rosyth,  although  it  was  not  possible 
at  the  moment  to  give  an  approximate 
estimate  of  the  cost.  It  seemed  to  him 
inevitable  that  we  should  have  a  new 
naval  dockyard. 

Though,  no  doubt,  they  would  con- 
tinue to  hear  speeches  deprecating  the 
immense  expenditure  incurred  in  con- 
nection with  the  Navy,  he  was  afraid 
there  was  no  escape  from  the  ex- 
penditure in  front  of  them.  He  was 
pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  dock- 
yards of  the  country,  and  he  believed 
that  in  most  cases  they  had  reached  their 
limits  of  economic  expansion.  The 
question  was,  were  they  to  go  in  for  a 
policy  of  building  their  ships  in  Govern- 
ment yards  or  were  they  to  build  them 

Mr.  Eugene  JPason. 


in  private  yards  1  His  view  was  that  in 
time  of  war  the  Government  dockyards 
would  be  required  for  repairing  pur- 
poses, but  he  considered  it  was  essential 
that  in  time  of  peace  the  Government 
should  build  more  of  their  own  ships  in 
their  own  yards.  It  was  not  prudent  to 
depend  entirely  on  the  services  of  private 
firms,  because  in  times  of  great  stress 
there  might  be.  a  dislocation  of  trade  or 
an  upheaval  in  the  labour  market  which 
might  have  the  effect  of  damaging 
ana  embarrassing  naval  preparations 
and  the  necessity  for  speed  with  which 
th  ey  might  be  confronted ;  and  they  there 
fore  should  not  allow  construction  to  pass 
out  of  Government  hands  into  the 
hands  of  private  contractors.  He  would 
like  to  make  his  protest  against  the 
principle  of  giving  out  so  much  work  to 
contractors,  and  to  associate  himself 
with  those  who  desired  to  see  more 
work  done  and  larger  provision  made 
for  further  work  in  Government  estab- 
lishments. If  the  Government  dockyards 
were  all  full  now  it  stood  to  reason  that 
we  must  have  another  one  somewhere. 
He  believed  Rosyth  would  be  a  good 
place  for  a  dockyard.  He  knew  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn  objected 
to  it  on  strategical  grounds,  and  had 
quoted  Captain  Mahan  as  his  authority 
for  the  contention  that  all  our  naval 
bases  should  be  on  the  South  Coast. 
But  at  the  time  Captain  Mahan 
wrote  his  books,  the  Russian  and 
German  navies  had  not  become  so  impor- 
tant an  element  as  they  now  were  in 
the  situation.  They  had,  in  fact,  com- 
pletely altered  that  situation,  and  had  per- 
haps made  it  necessary  for  us  to  have  a 
naval  base  on  the  East  Coast  of  Scotland. 
He  also  could  quote  a  passage  from  Captain 
Mahan  supporting  his  view.  It  was  a 
passage  insisting  on  the  importance 
of  the  fleets  being  near  at  hand  to 
dep6ts  from  which  they  could  replenish 
their  stores.  Let  them  do  what  they 
could  with  the  existing  dockyards — and 
he  was  in  favour  of  making  them  of 
the  greatest  use — but  they  must  sooner 
or  later  have  another  one  somewhere, 
and  in  spite  of  the  strategical  objections 
that  had  been  raised,  he  maintained  that 
Rosyth  supplied  the  qualifications  and 
advantages  which  justified  the  Govern- 
ment in  adopting  it.  They  ough  to  be 
prepared  to  make  very  large  concessions, 
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and  to  give  considerable  licence  to  the 
Government    to  make  the   preliminary 
investigations  which  they  trusted  would  | 
sesult  in    material    advantage    to   the 
-country. 

MR.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said,  in  refer- 1 
ence  to  the  money  proposed  to  be  spent 
tipon  the  defence  of  Dover,  he  had  al- 
ways considered  Dover  to  be  a  complete 
fraud,  because  it  was  no  use,  and  was 
not  fit  even  for  a  secondary  base.    With 
regard  to  Rosyth,  the  strategic  import- 
ance of  which  he  did  not  regard  as  very 
great,  if    it   were    true,    as    had    been 
etated  over  and  over  again,  that  the 
-Government    had   given    eighty    years 
purchase  for'  the  land   it  was  the  most 
-outrageous  scandal  ever  disclosed  to  that 
House.    His  opinion    was  that   Rosyth 
was  not  in  a  good  position  even  for  a 
secondary  base — that  was  to  say,  a  coal- 
keeping,     biscuit-keeping,    slight-repair- 
making    naval   base — and  that   it  was 
•eminently    unfitted    to    be  a  base  for 
arsenal    and    constructional    purposes. 
The  whole  question  was  the  value  of  the 
place  as  a  strategic  point,  and  that  he 
•considered  to  be  very  small  indeed.     A 
-sum   of  £200,000   was    put    down    for 
-Rosyth,  but  that  conveyed   no  idea  of 
what  was  the  final  expenditure  which 
would  be  incurred    for  dockyard    and 
arsenal  purposes.     As  to  Dover,  it  was 
"perfectly  monstrous  that  they  should  be 
induced  to  spend  three  and  a  half  millions 
-upon  it.     No  naval  commander  in  his 
•senses  would  allow  any  fleet  to  go  any- 
where near  Dover,  unless  it  was  going 
at  full  speed  and  in  daylight.    They  had 
-Chatham  round  the  corner  and  Ports- 
mouth close  at  hand,  and  Plymouth  a 
kittle  further   on.    There  was  not   the 
^tightest  defence  for  the  expenditure  of 
-this  money  at  Dover,  and  this  proposal 
•eemed    to  him   to   be   the    conclusion 
arrived  at  by  some  sea-sick  passenger  to 
the  Admiralty  who  came  over  on  a  bad 
day.     The   condition  of    Gibraltar  was; 
: another    serious    scandal.       All    these 
scandals  he  traced  to  the  Works  Depart- 
-ment  of   the  Admiralty,  an  extremely 
•extravagant  Department,  far  from  being 
as  capable  as  it  should  be,  which,  having 
to  do  with  an  extremely  well-intentioned 
♦but  weak  First  Lord,  really  overrode  hirn 
and  dictated  to  him  in  the  most  amaz- 
ing   manner.    He  was    not    going   to 


dwell  at  any  length  upon  Gibraltar. 
They  were  asked  to  sanction  an  expendi- 
ture of  £5.000,000  to  make  Gibraltar 
not  stronger  but  weaker.  They  had 
made  it  less  able  to  maintain  itself  as  a  for- 
tress, and  they  had  made  it  a  most  tempt- 
ing objective  to  an  enemy  which  might 
wish  to  deal  a  blow  at  England  in  time 
of  war. 

That  Bill   provided    for    a     total  ex- 
penditure  of    £31,640,859.      The   Civil 
Lord    told   them   that   the   items  were 
final.     But  that   did  not   console  him. 
What  he  wanted  to  know  was  whether 
there   was   any   finality   in    the    total 
It  did  not  console  him  to  be  told  that 
they  .were  not  new  items.     He  wanted  to 
know  what  finality  there  was  about  the 
sum  the  House  was  pledging  itself  to,  and 
the  answer  to  this  question   was  con- 
spicuously and  completely  absent  from 
anything  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  said. 
There  was  an  item  in  the  schedule,  sub- 
head    (b),    "  deepening    harbours    and 
approaches,"  of  ,£1,300,000,  and  a  footnote 
explained  that  this  was  "  exclusive  of  the 
cost  of  dredging  plant  purchased  prior  to 
31st  March,  1895."     Why  exclude  that 
j  cost  if  it  was  part  of  the  total  expenditure  ? 
There  was  £2,500,000  for  Simon's  Bay 
dockyard  extension,  in  regard  to  which  an 
expenditure    estimated  at   £8,300    was 
incurred  during  1896-7  to  1898-9,  which 
was  charged  to  Vote  10  in  those  years; 
at  Portsmouth  there  was  an  extra  sum  of 
£40,466  taken  for  widening  the  caisson,  in 
addition  to  a  similar  sum   expended  in 
I  1902  ;  and   finally  he  came  to   the  most 
flagrant  case  of  all,  namely,  Rosyth,  which 
figured  for  £200,000,  as  to  which  they 
were  told  "  this  is  a  token  sum  only,  and 
does  not  represent  the  total   estimated 
cost."     What  would  the  Rosyth  dockyard 
and    arsenal    cost  them?      They    knew 
what  Gibraltar  cost.     There  they  had  not 
to   pay  for  the    land,   but    nevertheless 
the    dockyard   at    Gibraltar  cost   them 
£5,000,000  to  enlarge.     Here  they  put 
down  £200,000  for  the  naval  establish- 
ment at  Rosyth,  but  that  sum  conveyed 
no  adequate  idea  or  estimate  to  the  House 
of  the  final  expenditure  to  be  incurred. 
Take  the  Chatham  dockyard  extension, 
for  which  £50,000  was  taken.     That  sum 
would  be  enormously  increased,  and  they 
had  not  got  even  an  approximation  of  the 
amount  which  the  country  would  be  asked 
to  spend  upon  either  of  these  enormous 
|  undertakings.     He  really  did  think  that 
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it  was  a  very  extraordinary  thing 
for  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  come 
dovrn  to  the  House  of  Commons  and  ask 
hon.  Members  to  authorise  the  enor- 
mous expenditure  asked  for  in  this  BUL 
He  was  contracting  an  increasing  dis- 
quietude with  regard,  not  only  to  the 
amount  of  their  obligations,  but  also  to 
the  manner  in  which  they  were  being 
piled  upon  them.  This  method  of  Naval 
Works  Bills  was  an  improper  method  on 
the  face  of  it,  and  it  was  originally  intro- 
duced upon  the  excuse  that  it  would 
only  be  done  once,  and  would  never 
occur  again.  Since  the  present  Ministry 
came  into  power,  this  methoJ  had  been 
adopted  again  and  again,  and  it  would 
recur.  This  was  a  very  serious  matter. 
Ho  had  already  pointed  out  the  total  at 
present  authorised  to  be  spent  by  this 
monstrously  extravagant  Works  Depart- 
ment, with  regard  to  which  his  convic- 
tion was  that  it  was  not  only  extremely 
extravagant,  but  was  also  far  from 
being  as  capable  as  it  ought  to  be,  and 
had  become  a  sort  of  wicked  Old  Man 
of  the  Sea,  sitting  upon  the  neck  of  every 
succeeding  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 
The  Admiralty  was  going  to  buy  up  the 
freehold  of  all  the  coastguard  stations, 
a  most  proper  thing,  and  the  proposal 
for  electrifying  the  dockyards  was  most 
admirable.  But  this  buying  up  of  the 
coastguard  stations  meant  making  the 
Works  Department  permanent.  In  this 
total  of  £31,000,000  the  Works  Depart- 
ment figured  for  nearly  £1,500,000  for 
super  intendingand  miscellaneous  charges. 
The  Government  were  spending  these 
vast  sums  without  even  an  adequate 
estimate  or  defence  of  any  one  of  them. 
He  was  tired  of  this,  and  if  he  stood 
alone  he  would  make  his  protest  against 
this  monstrous  expenditure  and  against 
the  monstrous  job  involved  in  the  pur- 
chase of  the  land  at  Rosy th. 

Mb.  THOMAS  SHAW  (Hawick 
Burghs)  said  there  were  two  points  in 
the  discussion  which  seemed  to  strike 
everyone.  In  the  schedule  to  this  Bill 
they  were  not  told  anything  beyond  the 
fact  that  this  was  the  first  instalment,  and 
that  the  Government  did  not  know  what 
was  to  be  the  scale  or  even  the  scheme 
of  the  works  at  Rosyth.  They  were  told 
that   an  expert    was    going    down    to 
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Rosyth  to  report  upon  all  the  require- 
ments of  the  station  from  the  works  point 
of  view.    He  wished  to  put  this  question 
very  plainly  to  the  Civil  Lord :  Did  His 
Majesty  *s  Government  contend  that  an  ex- 
penditure of  £8,000,000  at  Rosyth  would 
be  sufficient  1    If  not,  what  was  the  sum 
total  of  the  money  they  intended  ex- 
pending  there.     They  were  asked  to 
give  their  sanction  in  this  measure  to  a- 
grant  of  £200,000  to  start  an  operation 
the  finality  of   which  was  not  defined* 
and  the  extent  of  which  the  Government 
were  not  able  to  tell.     He  never  heard 
of  such  a  transaction  in  an  Assembly 
supposed  to  be  composed   of    business 
men.    There  was  one  item  in  the  trans- 
action which  they  did  know  of,  and  in 
regard  to  it  he  desired  to  assert  his  com- 
plete accord  with   the  observations  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn.    The 
sum  of  £200,000  had  been  asked  for  and 
voted  for  the  naval  base  at  Rosyth,  and 
in  regard  to  that  sum  one  item  was- 
definite,  and  he  had  made  some  calcula- 
tions with  regard  to  it.    He  understood 
it  to    be   actually    the   case  that    the 
Government    had    concluded    a    trans- 
action  of  purchase  in  regaid  to  land  at 
the  Rosyth   base.      They   did   not  yet 
know  what  was  to  be  put  on  the  land* 
and  they  did  not  know  what  was  to  be 
the  extent  of  the  works  to   be   erected 
there    They  had  yet  to  receive  a  report 
as  to  how  extensive  or  how  limited  wis 
the    transaction,    but  the  Government 
had   completely  made   up  their  minda 
that  they  must  buy  the  land,  and  before 
the  House  of  Commons  knew  anything: 
about  it  they  had  concluded  this  trans- 
action.    Perhaps  the  House  of  Commons, 
would    take     from    him    a    calculation 
based  upon  the  statement  of    the  Civil 
Lord.    Here  was  a  pretty  little  example 
in   land   purchase.     There  were   1,464 
acres  of  land.    The  rental  of  that  land 
was  £1,620,  and  the  purchase  price  was- 
£122,500.      He  would   bring  this  sum 
down  to  acres.     A  total  of  £1,620  of 
rental  for  1,464  acres  was  land  at  the 
value  of  22s  2d.  per  acre  of  rental.    So- 
that  this  Scotch  landlord  had  succeeded 
in  obtaining  from  His  Majesty  8  Govern- 
ment for  land  at  22s.  2d.  per  acre   s> 
purchase  price  of  £84  per  acre.    They 
had  recently  been  discussing  what  wae 
the  ordinary  method  of  valuing  land  in 
Ireland,  and  he  would  give  the  House 
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the  result  of  a  comparison  he  had  made. 
These  Scotch  landlords,  whoever  they 
might    be,   had    obtained   a    purchase 

Erics  of  75£  years  of  the  rental  of  the 
md.  But  that  was  not  the  whole 
story.  He  understood  that  the  mining 
rights  were  still  reserved  to  the  land- 
lords, and  the  statement  of  the  Civil 
Lord  with  regard  to  those  rights,  was 
that  he  hoped  there  would  not  be  much 
to  pay  for  them  in  the  future,  that 
they  were  to  be  subject  to  valuation,  and 
that  possibly  a  Supplementary  Estimate 
in  regard  to  them  would  have  to  be 
brought  before  the  House  of  Commons. 

This  £200,000  was  a  most  curious 
item,  because  what  expenditure  it  was 
going  to  lead  to  the  Government  did 
not  know,  but  calculated  on  its  own  merits 
two-thirds  of  that  sum  was  consumed  in 
a  purchase  transaction,  which  he  would 
only  say  was  of  a  startling  and  incompre- 
hensible character.  In  regard  to  the 
position  of  the  Admiralty  in  this  matter, 
it  could  not  be  pleaded  that  they  had 
their  hands  tied  in  the  negotiations. 
Under  the  Naval  Works  Act  of  1895 
power  was  granted,  not  only  for  the  works 
in  that  year,  but  also  power  of  com- 
pulsory purchase  for  all  future  works 
undertaken  under  the  aegis  of  the  Admir- 
alty, upon  the  same  principle  as  that 
which  applied  in  the  Military  Works 
Act,  ana  the  Lands  Clauses  Act. 
Upon  looking  into  the  statutes  he  found 
that  under  Section  20  of  the  Military 
Lands  Act  there  was  a  provision  by  which 
Parliament  compelled  arbitration  in  all 
such  cases.  He  wished  to  ask  the  Govern- 
ment why  arbitration  was  not  resorted  to 
in  this  case  7  Was  there  any  reason 
why  the  Admiralty  should  abnegate 
all  its  rights  granted  recently  by 
Act  of  Parliament,  and  should  have 
made  a  transation  of  this  kind  behind 
the  back  of  Parliament,  without  Parlia 
merit  having  an  opportunity  of  either 
sanctioning  or  condemning  the  scheme  1 
If  His  Majesty's  Government  did 
not  desire  to  use  compulsory  power, 
and  preferred  to  make  a  private  bargain, 
how  did  the  element  of  consistency 
stand  %  There  was  a  precedent  to  hand 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of 
Commons  this  session  in  regard  to  the 
Irish  Land  Bill.  There  was  a  case  in 
which  some  of  them  were  in  favour  of 
compulsory  powers,  but  His  Majesty's 
Government  preferred    private  negotia- 1 


turns  with  a  bonus.  There  was  a  minimum 
and  maximum  price  fixed  of  twenty-eight 
years  purchase,  and,  with  the  bonus, 
thirty-two  years.  In  those  circumstances, 
would  any  hon.  Member  in  the  House 
explain  to  him  why  in  Ireland  a  trans- 
action of  that  kind  should  be  concluded 
with  a  possible  maximum  of  twenty-eight 
years,  and  a  bonus  of  four  years,, 
while  the  same  Government  in  the  same 
session  concluded  privately  a  transaction 
for  the  acquisition  of  a  plot  of  land  in 
Scotland  at  seventy-five-and  a-half  years 
purchase.  He  should  wait  anxiously  to 
hear  the  defence  of  that  transaction,  and 
he  thought  Parliament  was  now  beginning 
to  be  interested  in  it.  He  desired  to  caff 
the  attention  to  this  fact  of  those  hon. 
Members  who  were  inclined  to  jib  at  the 
Irish  transaction. 

The  SOLICITOR -GENERAL  (Sir 
Edward  Carson,  Dublin  University) : 
It  is  not  sold  there  yet. 

MR.  THOMAS  SHAW  said  they  knew 
perfectly  well  that  the  Solicitor-General 
might  have  hopes  in  his  mind  with  regard 
to  that  measure,  to  which  up  to  this  date 
he  had  only  given  his  minimum  support, 
but  it  would  not  do  for  him  to 
try  by  an  interjection  of  that  kind 
to  divert  the  mind  of  the  House 
of  Commons  from  a  transaction  under 
which  it  was  plain  that  a  Scotch  landlord 
had  obtained  more  than  twice  what  was- 
to  be  paid  to  the  landlord  interest  in 
Ireland.  This  transaction  was  apparently 
completed.  He  hoped  it  was  not,  and  he 
trusted  that  the  exposure  in  this  House 
would  strengthen  the  hands  of  the 
Government  and  stiffen  their  backs  before 
they  finally  ratified  any  such  transaction. 
With  regard  to  the  site  he  entirely 
appreciated  the  situation  in  which  His 
Majesty's  Government  found  themselves 
as  to  its  advantages.  He  understood 
perfectly  the  advantages  to  be  gained 
from  the  easy  access  to  matSriel  and  the 
supply  of  labour;  but  he  would  like  to 
know  whether  any  provision  was  made 
for  the  workmen  who  would  be  employed 
and  their  families.  An  opportunity  now 
occurred  to  the  Government  to  prevent 
once  for  all  the  creation  of  a  slum  town 
at  Rosyth.  Had  the  Government  made 
any  prudent  arrangement  for  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  site  which  would  be  occupied 
by  the  town  to  be  created?  He  con- 
tended that  the  Government  ought  to 
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make  such  arrangements  that  the  town 
to  be  built  up,  should  be  built  under 
enlightened  conditions.  Had  the  Govern- 
ment made  arrangements  for  bringing  in 
a  water  supply  fit  for  an  additional  town 
of  20,000  or  30,000  inhabitants  t  If  not, 
far  from  jibbing  at  the  expense,  he  would 
willingly  see  another  1,(X)0  acres  added 
to  the  1,464  in  order  that  the  Govern- 
ment could  protect  itself  by  seeing  that 
the  people  in  that  part  of  Scotland  should 
live  under  enlightened  modern  conditions 
with  lung  space  sufficient  for  the  com- 
munity, recreation,  ample  water  supply, 
and  all  the  modern  appliances  of  health 
and  comfort.  Unless  that  were  done 
they  would  regret  in  Scotland  the  day 
they  started  this  scheme.  It  would  be 
bad  for  the  Government  to  say  that  they 
took  this  land  for  their  own  purposes ;  that 
they  would  bring  the  labour  to  the  spot 
.and  let  the  people  look  after  themselves. 
That  meant  that  the  adjacent  towns  would 
have  dumped  down  upon  them  a  popula- 
tion living  at  a  considerable  distance  from 
the  scene  of  their  labours.  Then  there 
would  be  an  extreme  demand  for  land  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  naval  base 
and  there  would  grow  up  exactly  that  con- 
dition of  affairs  which  in  England  and 
Scotland  disgraced  borough  life. 

♦Mr.  PLUMMER  (Newcastle-on-Tyne) 
?said  that  from  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  who  had  just  sat  down  the 
disadvantages  of  the  site  at  Rosyth 
seemed  to  be  so  great  that  he  hoped  the 
Government  would  reconsider  their 
decision  to  establish  a  naval  base  in 
Scotland  and  consider  the  advisabibty  of 
establishing  one  on  the  north-east  coast 
of  England  He  would  only  detain  the 
House  for  a  few  moments  while  he 
referred  to  the  naval  base  at  Rosyth. 
He  did  not  wish  to  question  the  establish- 
ment of  this  base  because  last  week  it 
was  received  with  practical  unanimity,  and 
by  none  more  so  than  by  hon.  Members 
representing  Scotch  constituencies.  The 
.great  feature  of  this  debate  was  the 
wonderful  change  which  had  apparently 
•come  over  the  opinions  of  Scotch  Mem- 
bers in  regard  to  this  particular  subject. 
The  hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn 
opposed  this  scheme  as  he  opposed 
almost  every  scheme  of  His  Majesty's 
Government.  He  would  leave  the  hon. 
Member  to  the  tender  mercies  of  another 
™itic  of  the  Government  whom  they 
(r.  Thomas  Shaw. 


were  always  glad  to  hear — he  referred  to 
the  hon.   Member  for  Gateshead,  who 
had    blessed    this    scheme,  lock,  stock, 
and  barrel,  although  no   doubt  he  had 
made      a      mental     reservation      that 
there     should     not    be    employed     in 
connection  with  the  scheme  and  its  con- 
struction  any  water-tube  boilers.      His 
object  in  rising  was  to  ask  the  Admiralty 
in  the  development  of  this  new  naval 
base  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  great  exist- 
ing facilities  both  for  construction  and 
repair  on   the    north-east  coast  at  the 
present  time.    To  take  the  Tyne  alone 
there  was  a  great  arsenal  at    Els  wick, 
within     easy     reach     of     the     Forth, 
and    on     the    same    river    there    was 
I  the  shipbuilding  yard  at  Jarrow,  where 
I  battleships  of  the  largest  size  had  been 
constructed.  There  were  also  engineering 
works  of  the  greatest  capacity,  and  dry 
docks  capable  of  taking  ships  of  the  largtst 
size.    In  the  past   the    First   Lord    of 
the  Admiralty  had  shown  a  due  apprecia- 
tion of  these  private  dockyards.       The 
hon.    Member    for     Portsmouth     had 
spoken  about  the  Government  dockyards 
in    Portsmouth,  and   he  rightly   repre- 
sented the  views  of  his  constituency,  just 
as  he  was  endeavouring  to  represent  the 
interests  of  his  district.     The  Admiralty 
seemed  to  have  preserved  a  fair  balance 
in  the  distribution  of  national  work,  and 
it   was    most   essential  that    the   work 
should  be  provided  in  something  like  a 
continuous    manner,    not    by    fits  and 
starts  in  time  of  war  but  regularly  in 
time  of  peace.     The  hon.  Member  quoted 
la   passage  from  Cobden   in    support  of 
this  view,  and  said  that  although  he  did 
not  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
to  follow  the  extreme  views  of  Cobden 
either  in  this  or  any  other  matter,  he 
hoped    that  in  considering   the    future 
development    of    this    naval    base  due 
regard    would    be  had  to  the  extensive 
facilities  on  the  north-east   coast,    and 
that  nothing  would   be  done  at  Rosyth 
in  the  way  of  creating  establishments  at 
great  expenditure  of  capital  which  would 
injure  those  facilities  which  were  within 
comparatively  a  stone's  throw  of  Rosyth. 
It  might  be  said  that  he  was  advocating 
the  interests  of  one  district,  but  they 
were   all  sent  to  that   House  charged 
with  the  responsibility  of  looking  after 
the  interests  of  their  constituencies,  and, 
(provided   they  could   do    that  without 
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neglecting  the  national  interest,  he 
believed  they  ought  to  do  it.  In  this 
case  he  felt  that  he  could  con- 
scientiously advocate  the  use  of  the 
great  facilities  on  the  Tyne  and  the 
north-east  coast,  feeling  that  by  taking 
advantage  of  those  facilities  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  pursuing  a  policy  which 
would  be  in  the  interests  of  national 
economy. 


Mr.    MUNRO    FERGUSON    (Leith 
Burghs)  said  the   hon.    Gentleman    op- 
posite would    remember  that  they  had 
asked    him     more     particularly    as     to 
whether  this  new  harbour  was  to  be  a 
construction  harbour.     He  did  not  think 
hon.  Members  could  be  charged  with  any 
desire  to  bring  work  to  their  own  par- 
ticular districts.     He  did  not  agree  that 
that  was  not  any  part  of  their  function 
in  this  House.      In    dealing  with   this 
subject,  although  a  new  port  might  be 
welcome    in    Scotland,   it    was    a   very 
secondary  matter  as  compared  with  the 
question  of  the  economical  and  proper 
spending  of  money.     What  they  might 
fairly  complain  of  was  that  they  had  not 
got  the  information  they  desired  to  have 
in  regard  to  the  plans  for  the  new  dock- 
yard, which  were  left  very  much  in  the 
-air,    and    were    really  invited    to    vote 
j£200,000    in   the  form  of    preliminary 
expenses.     He  must  not  be  taken  as  con- 
curring in  that  policy.     If  this  was  a 
good    project    there  seemed    to  be   no 
reason  why  the  successors  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  should  not  be  bound  by  it. 
He  did  not   see  why  the  Government 
should  have  any  fear  in  facing  this  policy 
and  making  it  binding  upon  their  suc- 
cessors if  it  was  a  good  one.     They  were 
now  asked   to   vote  £200,000  for  pre- 
liminary  expenses,   and  they   ought   to 
have  had  much  more  definite  information 
than  they  had  yet  received,  as  to  the 
exact  policy  which  was  to  be  carried  out. 
The  reason  why  he  ventured  to  put  for- 
ward the  argument  for  making  this  a  con- 
struction harbour  was  that  they  would 
get  cheaper  construction  there  than  they 
would  by  an  extension  of  the  dockyard  at 
Chatham.     It  was  a  matter  of  little  value 
whether  the  extra  needs  of  the  Fleet  were 
met  at  Chatham  or  at  the  new  base  on 
the  Forth,  but  if  they  got  a  new  base  in 
the  north  of  England  they  would  have  far 
greater  economy  of  construction  than  in 


the  south.  If  in  this  way  they  set  up  a 
better  standard  of  economical  construction 
it  would  make  itself  felt  in  the  Govern- 
ment dockyards.  What  they  complained  of 
was  that  there  was  still  a  lack  of  clearness 
in  regard  to  the  policy  which  had  been 
declared  to  the  House.  As  to  the  details 
of  this  Bill,  there  were  one  or  two  points 
which  ought  to  have  appeared  in  the 
annual  Estimates.  He  agreed  that  the  item 
for  electric  power  might  have  come  in  the 
annual  Votes  and  that  would  tend  towards 
economy.  He  desired  to  protest  against 
any  scheme  that  involved  extravagance, 
and  he  insisted  upon  the  House  retaining 
proper  control  over  naval  expenditure. 
The  House  did  not  retain  that  control 
under  the  Naval  Works  Act,  nor  had  it 
any  control  over  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  that  Act,  for  the 
Government  had  no  clear  policy  to  state 
to  the  House,  and  yet  hon.  Members 
were  called  upon  to  vote  huge  sums 
of  money  and  to  pay  large  sums  for 
preliminary  expenses  for  great  works, 
without  having  any  definite  scheme  laid 
before  them. 


*Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) said  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Border  Burghs  referred  to  Rosyth  and 
the  arrangements  for  the  purchase  of  the 
land  there  as  something  which  had  been 
done  behind  the  back  of  Parliament. 
That  was  a  ridiculous  position  to  take  up. 
In  the  first  place  such  work  could  not  be 
done  in  the  House  because  the  particular 
Minister  concerned  had  to  deal  with 
it  as  administrative  work,  and  he  had 
to  report  what  he  had  done  to  the 
House.  The  only  point  he  agreed  with 
was  with  regard  to  the  regret  expressed 
that  a  larger  area  of  land  had  not  been 
taken.  The  hon.  Member  opposite 
stated  that  he  regretted  that  another 
1,000  acreswas  not  taken.  He  believed 
that  if  more  land  had  been  acquired  by 
the  Government  it  would  have  given  ti.e 
Admiralty  greater  control.  He  wished 
the  House  to  remember,  however,  what 
would  have  happened  if  the  question  of 
purchasing  this  extra  1,000  acres  had 
been  discussed  in  the  House.  The  result 
would  have  been  that  the  owner  of  the 
land  would  have  asked  a  very  much 
higher  price  at  the  end  of  the  debate 
than  at  the  beginning  of  it.  It  was 
quite  essential  that  these  matters  should 
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be  done  without  first  running  to  Parka-    we  had  to  look  across  the  Atlantic  to 


merit.  Coming  to  the  items  on  page  2  of 
the  schedule  of  this  Bill  he  noticed  that 
unier  the  heading  "Enclosure  and 
Ddfence  of  Harbours  "  they  had  expended 
a  sum  of  about  £3,500,000.  That  was 
the  total  amount  of  the  money  spent 
upon  ports  in  the  possession  of  this 
country  abroad.  If  they  took  the  total 
estimated  cost  and  made  up  the  ag- 
gregate, they  would  find  it  came  to 
£7,500,000,  and  out  of  all  those  places 
Gibraltar  was  the  only  single  possession 
abroad  that  was  going  in  any  waj  to 
share  in  the  cost.  He  noticed  that 
Gibraltar  was  going  to  pay  an  annuity 
of  £14,000  per  annum  for  fifty-seven 
years  from  the  opening  of  the  Mole. 
In  regard  to  Malta  the  sum  of  £1,250,000 
was  to  be  9pent  there,  although  the 
revenue  of  Malta  was  five  times  less 
than  Gibraltar.  He  did  not  think  his 
lun.  friend  had  made  these  matters 
quite  clear.  With  regard  to  the  Colombo 
dock,  they  were  asked  to  spend  a  sum 
of  £159,000,  and  nothing  was  con- 
tributed to  that  expenditure  by  the 
colony.  He  thought  all  these  matters 
should  be  set  out  in  the  statement.  He 
wished  to  know  if  this  was  a  contribution 
to  a  colonial  dock.  At  Simon's  Bay 
they  were  proposing  to  spend  £2,500,000, 
toward  which  no  contribution  or  assis- 
tance was  given  by  the  Cape. 

In  these  matters  the  hon.  Member  for 
King's  Lynn  was  a  sort  of  Nelson  who 
had  always  a  blind  eye  for  what  he  did 
not  want  to  see.  Two  main  considera- 
tions had  to  be  taken  into  account.  First 
there  was  the  geographical  situation  of 
the  sources  of  power  of  hostile  nations ; 
and  next  the  probable  direction  of  the 
lii.es  of  supplying  and  maintaining  our 
base.     With  regard  to  the  line  of  supply 
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Canada  as  the  nearest  possible  source  of 
supply,  and  unquestionably  the  line  of 
supply  to  Eosyth  and  going  round  the 
North  of  Scotland,  was  a  safer  line  than 
going    through    the  Channel    and    the 
German  Ocean.      These    considerations 
more  than  justified  the  Admiralty  in  the 
selection    of    that    particular    situation. 
With  regard  to  the  item  in  the  schedule 
for  Dover  he  reminded  the  House  that  he 
objected  to  the  works  there  at  the  time 
they  were  proposed.   He  was,  he  thought, 
the   only  man  of  his  Party  who  voted 
against  the  proposal,  and  as  years  had 
gone  on  the  more  he  had  been  convinced 
that  it  was  not  a  wise  expenditure.     The 
House  of  Commons  took  a  different  view 
and  ratified  the  decision  of  the  Admiralty, 
and  the   works  having  been  proceeded 
with  they  had  now  to    complete  them. 
He  was  sure  time  would  show  that  it  waa 
a  great  mistake,  but  so  far  as  this  Bill 
was  concerned  they  were  in  duty  bound 
to  complete  the  works  already  sanctioned 
by  the  House.     He  thought  the  question 
of  the  price  of  land  at  Rosy  th  ought  to  be 
left  to  the  Committee  Stage,  where  it  could 
be  examined  in  all  its  details.     His  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  King's  Lynn  in  a 
sneering  way  said  that  the  next  thing 
the  Admiralty  might  do  would   be  ta 
propose  the  establishment  of  a  base  in 
Australia.     In  view  of  the  development 
of  local  sources  of  power  by  three  great 
maritime  nations  in   the   Pacific,  he  did 
not  look  with  complete  reliance  on  our 
placing  the  whole  of  our  resources  in  thia 
hemisphere.   That  was  a  matter  which  lay 
in  the  future,  but  it  would  have  to  be 
considered  before  long.     He  thought  this 
Naval  Works  Vote  was  reasonable,  rational 
and  sensible.      He   could    see    no    new 
departure  in    this    Bill    with    the    sole 
exception  of  the  base  at  Rosyth,  and  that 
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was  glad  to    of  this  base. 


observe  from  this  Bill  generally  that  the 
Admiralty  were  consistently  carrying  out 
a  definite  policy  instead  of  wobbling 
about  here  and  there,  asking  money  one 
<iay,  and  in  two  or  three  years  saying  it 
was  a  mistake.  He  had  great  pleasure 
in  supporting  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Sill. 

Mr.  BLACK  (Banffshire)  said  he  desired 
to  associate  himself  with  what  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  had  said  with  regard 
to  the  suitability  of  Rosyth  for  a  naval 
base.  The  Admiralty  had  at  last  wakened 
up  to  the  shifting  of  sea  power  on  the 
part  of  foreign  nations  which  had  taken 
place  within  the  last  decade.  There 
was  a  difference  of  opinion  on  the 
part  of  some  hon.  Members  who  had 
spoken  to-day  from  what  had  been 
written  on  this  subject  by  Captain 
Mahan.  Captain  Mahan  began  to  write 
•eight  years  ago,  and  during  that  period  a 
£reat  change  had  taken  place  with 
regard  to  the  balance  of  sea  power — 
a  change  which,  he  took  it,  would  go  on 
in  the  future  as  in  the  past.  In  the 
establishment  of  this  naval  base  he 
Appreciated  very  much  what  had  been 
.-said  by  the  Civil  Lord  on  the  subject  of 
recruiting  for  the  Navy.  He  hoped  the 
establishment  of  the  new  base  would 
revive  throughout  the  whole  seaboard  of 
.Scotland  an  interest  in  the  Navy,  and 
increase  recruiting  which,  except  in 
Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  had  almost 
reached  the  vanishing  point. 

He  desired  to  call  attention  to  a  matter 
which  had  not  yet  been  touched  upon  in 
regard  to  this  naval  base.  On  Tuesday 
last  he  inspected  this  base  on  the  spot, 
under  the  guidance  of  one  of  the  engineers 
already  there.  Perhaps  hon.  Members 
might  not  be  aware  of  the  exact  situation 
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It  was  to  the  west  of  that 
great  structure  the  Forth  Bridge,  and  all 
vessels  approaching  this  naval  base  would 
require  to  pass  under  that  bridge.     The 
bridge  consisted  of  thrie  cantilevers,  vast 
in  extent,  but  not  very  difficult  to  break 
down  in  certain  conceivable  events.     The 
point  he  wished  to  direct  the  attention  of 
the  Admiralty  to  was  this,  suppose  in 
time    of    war    the    Forth    Bridge    got 
destroyed  in  any  of  its  parts,  was  it  quite 
certain  that  it  would  so  fall  so  as  not  to 
form  an  obstruction  of  that  base?     He 
did  not  think  that  it  would  serve  the 
purpose  of  the  Admiralty  to  say  that  it 
was  improbable  it  would  so  fall.     In  a 
matter  so  closely  affecting  the  welfare  of 
the  country,  as  this  might  come  to  be  if 
the  bridge  were  broken  down  so  as  to 
form  a  barrier  to  access  or  egress,  condi- 
tions might  arise  which  might  involve 
the  ruin  of  the  country.     This  was  not 
a  thing  to  take  risks  in,  and  although  the 
chance  was  one  in  a  thousand  it  was  a 
chance  which  should  be  provided  against. 
He  had  consulted  an  expertj  who  said  that 
while  it  was  improbable  that  the  bridge 
would  so  fall  as  to  cause  an  obstruction 
it  was  not  impossible.     If  one  cantilever 
was  destroyed  or  shot  away,  one  end 
might  fall  so  as  to  form  a  block  in  tho 
channel.     One  might  theorise  as  long  as 
one  pleased  on  the  subject,  but  no  amount 
of   theory   would  serve.      A    cantilever 
might  fall  in  such  a  way  as  to  cause  an 
obstruction  for  a  few  hours,  and  these 
might  be  fatal  hours.      He   hoped  the 
Admiralty  would  have  due  regard  to  this 
aspect  of  the  matter.     It  was  true  that 
the  position  was  fortified,  but  in  modern 
warfare  it  was  not  only  the  approach  of 
a  hostile  fleet  they  had  to  guard  against. 
They  had  now  become  familiar  with  the 
submarine  boat.   Therefore  the  Admiralty 
should  be  in  a  position  to  say  that  under 
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no  circumstances  was  it  possible  that  the  '  chase  for  this  land  to  a  friend  and  sup 


base  could  become   blocked  at  a    time  porter  of  the  Government  i<»  a  job. 
when  it  was  required.     There  were  two 

remedies.    A  canal  might  be  constructed       #Mlu  PRETYMANaaid  that  bore  out 

between  the  Forth  and  the  Clyde,  or  a  hifl  ^    ^  thege  gt^^  ^^ 

second  entrance  might  be  made  to  the  without  {oundation  were  Ught|y  ^^ 

basethroughlnverkeithingBaybycutting  and  they   might  fa„    ^tf 

through  a  neck  of  land  about  a  third  of  a  They  were   morfj  ofteQ   heard  in   lliah 

mile  wide  and  forty  feet  above  medium    ,  u  „     ,.,  j  i.  *        *r    *•        «    * 

,     .  _    J  .  . ,      ,    ,      debates  than  in  debates  affecting  Scot- 

sea  level,  situated  to  the  east  side  of  the  , .      ,       ,  ,     ,     ,  .     . 

„     ,      ' . ,  [  land,  where  men  looked  upon  business 

Forth  Bridge.  „       g  .  .**       .     . 

°  matters  from  a  serious  point  of  view. 

With  regard  to  the  price  paid  for  the   [An  Hon.  Member  :  Why  do   you   not 

land,  he  claimed  to  have  some  knowledge    treat  Ireland  seriously  ?]    Would  Ireland 

of  land  values  in  the  district,   and    he  j  like  to  be  treated  seriously  ?    The  grava- 


House  should  demand  some  explanation. 


declared  without  reserve  that  a  very  I  men  of  this  charge  was  that  an 
adequate  price  would  have  been  twenty-  of  land  of  which  the  rental  was  -  bout 
eight  years  purchase  of  the  net  rental,  or  £1,600  a  year  had  been  acquired  at  a 
£42,000.  Yet  the  Admiralty  were  actually  price  which  represented  eighty  years* 
paying  nearly  three  times  that  amount,  purchase  on  that  rental.  That  was  the 
This    was    a    matter    on     which    the    sole  ground   on    which  the    Admiralty 

had  been  attacked.    A  further  suggestion! 

had  been  made  by  several  hon.  Members- 
♦Mr.  PRETYMAN  said  he  would  deal  that  the  Admiralty  would  have  done 
only  with  the  principal  points  which  had  better  had  they  proceeded  to  put  into 
been  raised,  because  he  could  reply  more  1 force  the  powers  of  the  Military  Land* 
adequately  to  many  of  the  questions  in  Act  which  were  embodied  in  a  former 
Committee.  The  main  point  was  the  Naval  Works  Bill.  As  to  the  first  pointy 
price  which  had  been  paid  for  the  site  at  hon.  Members  were  aware  that  in  the 
Rosyth.  He  was  amazed  that  hon.  purchase  of  land  there  were  many 
Gentlemen  from  Scotland,  who  thoroughly  values  to  be  considered  besides  the 
deserved  the  reputation  of  business  men  actual  rental.  A  private  company, 
and  had  some  experience  of  these  matters,  which  he  assumed  was  a  business  corn- 
should  have  used  the  expression  "  a  Panv»  had  recently  paid  £9,000  for  an 
monstrous  job."  That  was  an  expression  area  oi  land  on  which  the  rental  was. 
which  they  heard  more  frequently  in  &^  a  vear- 
debates  on  questions  affecting  the  sister 
country.  .   Mr.  BLACK  :  Where? 

MR.  DILLON  (Mayo,  K) :    We  have       *Mr.  PRETYMAN  said  it  was  some- 
nothing  but  jobs  there.  where  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London. 

The  land  of  Rotyth  was  in  the  neighbour- 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare,  E.) :    hood  of  Edinburgh. 
Perhaps  the  hon.  Qentleman  will  allow  I 
me  to  say  that  giving  eighty   years  pur-  ]      Mr  BLACK  :  How  far  1 

Mr.  Black. 
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*Mr.  PRETYMAN  said  ten  or  twelve 
miles.  The  hon.  Member  had  himself 
said  that  towns  and  Tillages  were  spring- 
ing up  in  every  direction  in  this  district. 
The  Admiralty  obtained  the  services  of 
two  of  the  most  experienced  valuers  who 
could  be  found  in  Scotland  and  sent 
them  to  Rosyth  to  make  a  valuation  of 
the  land  on  behalf  of  the  Admiralty. 
The  owner  of  the  land  had  a  valuation 
made  on  his  own  behalf,  but  with  that 
the  Admiralty  had  nothing  to  do.  He 
would  give  the  figures  to  the  House 
with  perfect  frankness.  The  figures 
whioh  these  experienced  valuers  arrived 
at  were  £91,000  for  one  portion  of  the 
land  and  £22,000  for  the  other  portion. 
That  was  about  £7,000  less  than  the 
price  which  had  been  paid.  The  Admiralty 


and  "  No."]  Well,  that  was  so  in  many 
instances.  Only  the  other  day  some 
land  not  far  from  this  was  taken  by  a 
corporation,  he  believed  for  gasworks, 
and  no  less  than  £1,100  per  acre  was 
paid  for  it. 

Mr.  BLACK  :  That  is  very  much 
nearer  Edinburgh.  Betides  that  was 
considered  a  monstrous  job. 

♦Mr.  PRETYMAN  said,  although  it 
was  much  nearer  Edinburgh,  £1,100  an 
acre  was  given  for  it,  whereas  only  £80 
an  acre  was  paid  for  the  land  which 
the  Admiralty  had  acquired.  Of  course 
the  Admiralty  had  approached  this 
matter  from  a  business  point  of  view. 
There  was  another  element,  and  a  not 


were  strongly  advised  that  if  they  put  into    .          .,      ,,  ,         ^  .     4.             , 

^* J               _ ,.,         /  r             i  inconsiderable  element  in  the  purchase 

force  the  powers  of  the  Military  Lands  Act. ;    -  ., .    ,      ,  T      ,  T .  ,. - 

-j  _1 «.i_      _^_ •     !  °*  tnw  *an"*  k°rd  Linlithgow  was  not 

willing  to  sell.  His  attitude  was  that  if 


attendant  expenses  and  the  extra  price 
which  would  probably  be  obtained 
would  be  largely  in  excess  of  the  dif- 
ference of  £6,000  or  £7,000  between  the 
valuation  and  the  ofter  of  the  owner. 
They  were  strongly  advised  by  business 
men  to  close  with  the  offer  and  to  give 
the  price  which  had  been  stated  to  the 
House.  It  had  been  stated  again  and 
again  that  this  land  might  and  should 
have  been  bought  at  twenty-eight  years 
purchase.  He  did  not  profess  to  be 
familiar  with  the  procedure  in  Scotland ; 
but  he  was  credibly  informed,  and  he 
thought  hon.  Members  would  not  deny 
it,  that  when  land  was  taken  com- 
pulsorily  in  Scotland,  under  any  terms 
whatever,  by  a  Government  Department 
or  by  other  parties,  the  price  invariably 
obtained  for  it  by  arbitration  was  thirty 
years  purchase  plus  50  per  cent,  for 
compulsion.    [Opposition  cries  of  "  Oh," 


i  the  land  was  necessary  for  naval  pur- 
poses  he  would  not  refuse  to  sell  it.  He 
was  unwilling  to  sell  for  the  reason  that 
this  land  was  purchased  in  the  17th 
century  and  since  then  had  belonged  to 
his  family.  Moreover,  it  was  exactly 
opposite  his  own  house.  The  feuing 
value  of  the  land  in  this  district  was 
considerable.  Evidence  was  produced — 
[dissent  expressed  on  Opposition  benches] 
— he  was  stating  facts,  and  he  would  not 
stand  at  that  table  and  state  as  facts 
what  he  did  not  know  to  be  facts— 
satisfactory  evidence  was  produced  to 
the  Admiralty,  that  £15  an  acre  had 
been  offered*  and  was  being  offered, 
for  feuing  land  in  this  district. 
Lord  Linlithgow's  special  reason  why 
he  did  not  wish  to  part  with    this    land 


was  that  it    was  exactly 
windows. 


opposite    his 
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Mr.  BLACK  :  How  far  f  |      Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  asked  if  the 

«w     T»nwrvwiv     -i    t  .       'hon.    Gentleman    was  aware  that    the 

♦MR.  PRETYMAN said  there  were  two  I      .  .,  ,       .     „T      _       ,     a  .. 

..  ,  ,     ,  '  pnce  paid  by  the  War  Office  for  Salis- 

miles  of   water  between  the  house  and   ,         nl  .  ,  ,   .    , . 

.    ,      ,       t .  ,  _  |  bury  Plain  nowhere  exceeded  thirty-five 

the  land  at  high  water,  but  there  was  a  "  , 

i  years  purchase, 
foreshore  of  half  a  mile,  and  if  any  large  I 


works  were  erected  on  the  foreshore 
they  would  be  in  front  of  the  windows 
of  the  house  at  a  distance  of  a  mile  and  a 
half.  That  was  a  point  which  was 
•treated  as  amenity  by  the  valuers. 
By  taking  away  all  Lord  Linlithgow's 
Fifeshire  property,  not  only  would  his 
Lordship  not  obtain  the  benefits  of  any 
unearned  increment,  but  the  amenity  of 
Hopetoun  House  would  be  reduced  to  a 


♦Mr.  PRETYMAN  said  that  that  was 
purely  agricultural  land,  and  was  quite 
a  different  case  from  Rosyth,  which  had 
very  considerable  elements  of  value  for 
feuing  purposes  in  addition.  The 
main  point  on  which  he  relied  was  this. 
Mr.  Binnie,  of  Glasgow,  a  valuer  of  the 
greatest  experience,  acted  on  behalf  of 
the  Admiralty,  and    his   valuation  was 


considerable  extent.     Great   stress  had  i  within  a  few  thouwnds  of  th*«um  *cy 
been  laid  on  the  extreme  adaptability  of  ,  had  *  W"    He  would  aUo  Uke  *>  P°int 
the  land  for  the  purpose  for  which  it    out  that  their  ^oeition  ™th  **&**  t0 
was   acquired;    and  he    thought  that,    enforcin«  the  Militar7  ^nds  Acts  was 
when  all  these  points  were  taken  into  |  not  a  Yer7  8tron«  one'     The8e  P°wers 
•consideration,  the  House  would  see  that  |  *ere  <*>nf«™x*  *or  &*  purpose  of  acquir- 
the  Admiralty,  as  a  matter  of  policy,  and  |  in«  land  for  the  u8e  of  either  8ervioe  for 
also  as  a  matter  of  business,  had  taken  j  direct  maitai7  Purposes.      Several  hon. 
the  only  course  which  they  could  have    Member*  had  most  strongly  insisted  on 
done—viz.,  to  have  the  land  valued  and  | the   derirataffity  of   using  a  very  large 
acquired  on  the  best  terms  they  could,  j  P°rtion  of  this  land»  not    for  a  ***t 
He  wished  they  could  have  acquired  it !  ""Utaiy  or  naval  purpose,  but  for  the 
cheaper,  but  he  believed  they  had  made    PurP°«e  of  housing   the  workmen,  and 
as  fair  a  bargain   as  one  could  expect  J  of   Priding    a  garden   city.      It    was 
under  the  circumstances.     It  had  simply  \  «*«rdy  a  new  precedent  to  take  land  in 
been  a  business  transaction.    No  doubt !  order to  let  k  out  for  buUdinS  workmen's 
the  present  owner  would  be  considerably    houae8  ^^  gardens  attached;    and  it 
benefited,  but  he  doubted  whether,  had    was  <»rt«nly  a  doubtful   point  whether 
the  land  belonged  to  any  hon.  Member ; land    Could    have   been   fo™bly    taken 
opposite,    the    Admiralty    could     have  !  under  the  Mi,»tary  Lands  Acts  for  these 
got  it  any  cheaper.      The  knd  had  not    Purposes.      The  hon.   Member  opposite, 
been    given    to   them,   and    if    anyone  ^  *n<*  others,  had  very  properly  stated  the 
wanted  land  he  had  to  pay  for  it.      He   gr^t    disadvantage    which    existed     at 
was  of  opinion  that  if  the  price  of  the  land    Devonport,   Portsmouth  and   Chatham, 
and  the  whole  circumstances  were  com     from  the  congested  slum   areas  in  close 
pared   with   the    general    circumstances    proximity  to  the^ockyards,  and  that  was 
attending  the  purchase  of  land  for  public    one  of  the  facts  in  the  mind  of  the  Board  of 
purposes,   they    had    not    made    a    bad    Admiralty  when  they  acquired  this  area 
baigaiu.  of  land  at  Rosyth.     Two  points  had  to 
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be  considered  in  this  matter;  one  the 
point  of  view  of  the  taxpayer,  and  the 
other  the  point  of  view  of  the  dockyard 
personnel.  He  trusted  the  House  would 
never  attempt  to  force  on  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  any  such  policy  as  he  thought 
was  suggested  in  some  of  the  speeches 
which  had  been  delivered — the  policy  of 
the  Admiralty  themselves  undertaking 
to  build  and  to  supply  cottages  for  the 
whole  of  the  personnel  of  the  dockyard. 
That  policy  would  be  most  wasteful,  and 
extravagant,  and  it  was  not  a  policy  the 
Admiralty  intended  to  follow.  What 
the  Admiralty  did  wish  to  do,  and  what 
they  had  had  in  their  mind  throughout, 
was,  that  when  a  sufficient  area  of  land 
had  been  allotted  for  naval  purposes, 
immediate  and  anticipated — for  a  naval 
base,  for  a  naval  dockyard,  and  for 
naval  construction — the  remainder  of 
the  area,  which  would  be  considerable, 
would  be  available  for  the  housing  of 
the  personnel  of  the  yard.  What  the 
Admiralty  proposed  to  do  was  to  feu  or 
let  land  on  reasonable  conditions  to 
private  individuals,  under  such  restric- 
tions as  seemed  necessary  to  provide 
sufficient  accommodation  and  air  space 
for  the  personnel.  That,  he  ventured  to 
put  to  the  House  was,  if  an  entirely 
new    policy,  also  a  business-like  policy. 

Mb.    PIRIE    (Aberdeen,    N.) :   What 
about  the  mineral  rights  ) 

♦Mr.  PRETYMAN  said  that  a  part 
of  the  land  was  purchased  with  com- 
plete mineral  rights,  but  Lord  Hopetoun's 
property  was  purchased  subject  to  the 
addition  of  a  valuation  for  minerals,  if 
they  should  be  found  there.  Stone  was 
included  in  the  price,  but  the  mineral 
question  resolved  itself  into  a  question 
VOL.  CXXV.       [Fourth  Series.] 


of  shale.  Shale  beds  existed  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Forth,  but  experts 
were  of  opinion  that  these  beds  did  not 
extend  to  the  north  side  of  the  Forth. 
The  minerals,  if  they  existed,  could  not 
be  worked  by  the  owner  without 
destroying  the  amenities  of  his  property, 
and  it  had  been  arranged  that  any 
valuation  for  the  minerals  should  be 
subject  to  a  deduction  on  this  account. 
The  Admiralty  had  been  obliged  to  do 
the  best  they  could  in  the  matter.  He 
had  been  asked  as  to  the  scope  of  the 
new  establishment.  This  was  probably 
the  first  time  that  any  proposal  of  this 
character  had  ever  been  made  to  the 
House.  Some  hon.  Members  thought  it 
right  that  the  Admiralty  should  be 
pressed  to  say  exactly  what  they  were 
going  to  do.  He  most  entirely  demurred 
to  that.  In  a  great  project  of  this  kind, 
no  wise  man  would  commit  himself  to 
details  until  he  had  carried  out  a  most 
careful  examination  of  the  site,  not  only 
of  what  was  above,  but  of  what  was 
below  ground  ;  and  had  it  surveyed  and 
planned  by  competent  engineers.  On 
the  question  of  policy  he  could  only  say 
that  the  Admiralty  had  acquired  the 
land,  that  they  had  a  comprehensive 
plan  for  naval  purposes,  that  they  were 
going  to  proceed  immediately  to  erect 
buildings  necessary  for  a  naval  base — 
barracks,  training  schools,  and  a  hospital 
—and  when  another  Naval  Works  Bill 
was  introduced  the  Admiralty  would 
probably  be  able  to  make  a  definite 
proposal  in  regard  to  docks  and  basins, 
and  construction,  if  there  were  any 
constructional  proposal.  It  must  be 
remembered,  however,  that  it  was 
perfectly  possible  to  construct  ships  in 
private  yards,  but  that  to  keep  them  there 
was  a  different  matter  altogether.  It  was 
N 
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absolutely  necessary  that  the  ships  in 
reserve  which  might  have  to  Demobilised 
in  case  of  war  within  forty-eight  hours, 
should  be  at  the  naval  bases  where  were 
the  men,  stores,  ammunition,  and  the 
whole  equipment.  The  question  of 
berthing  was  one  which  concerned  dock- 
yards and  naval  bases,  but  could  not 
concern  private  yards;  while  the  ques- 
tion of  construction  was  on  another 
footing  altogether.  It  had  always  been 
the  policy  of  the  Admiralty  as  far  as 
possible  to  balance  the  expenditure  in 
construction  between  the  naval  dock- 
yards and  the  private  yards.  It  was 
true  that  this  naval  base  was  eminently 
suited  for  construction;  but  it  would 
be  really  premature  at  this  stage  to  state 
that  the  Admiralty  were  committed  to 
a  policy  of  construction,  although  he 
thought  it  most  likely  that  when  another 
Naval  Works  Bill  was  introduced  the 
House  would  be  asked  to  sanction  a 
scheme  which  would  cover  the  construc- 
tion of  ships  in  these  yards. 

As  to  the  water  supply,  that  ques- 
tion had  been  very  carefully  con- 
sidered; and  they  had  been  met 
in  the  most  friendly  spirit  by  the 
local  authorities  of  the  county  who 
supplied  the  district  with  water.  The 
Director  of  Works  of  the  Admiralty  had 
met  Lord  Elgin,  the  Chairman  of  the 
County  Council,  on  the  spot,  and  a 
scheme  was  now  under  consideration  for 
a  supply  which  would  meet  all  possible 
needs.  He  thought  his  hon.  friend 
opposite  need  not  be  anxious  in  regard 
to  the  Forth  Bridge.  There  were  no  less 
than  2 004 feet  of  water  beneath  one  span 
of  the  bridge,  and  180  feet  beneath 
another,  so  that  it  was  impossible  that 
the  whole  area  should  be  blocked  to  a 
battleship  by  the  falling  of  the  bridge. 

Mr.  Pretyman. 


There  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  exist- 
ence of  a  canal  would  be  of  advantage 
to  any  fleet  at  St  MargaretVHope ;  but 
whether  that  should  be  constructed,  or 
even  assisted,  out  of  the  Naval  Funds 
was  quite  another  matter,  which  the 
Admiralty  at  present  were  not  prepared 
to  discuss.  He  thought  some  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  had  spoken  might  endeavour 
to  persuade  their  constituents  to  con- 
struct such  a  canal  which  the  Admiralty 
would  be  very  happy  to  use.  The  ques- 
tion of  finance  had  been  already  amply 
dealt  with.  The  general  policy  of  pro- 
viding money  for  great  works  by  loan 
had  been  discussed  over  and  over  again, 
and  approved  again  and  again,  very  often 
withouta  division.  Of  course,  there  would 
be  always  differences  of  opinion  as  to  the 
exact  line  which  might  be  drawn  between 
loan  and  Vote,  and  the  exact  allocation 
of  items.  He  could  only  say  that  the 
Admiralty  had  considered  each  case  on 
its  merits,  and  had  held  that  unless 
works  were  of  a  permanent  character 
that  would  to  some  extent  benefit  future 
generations,  they  were  not  proper 
subjects  for  a  loan.  His  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  King's  Lynn  had  that  day, 
as  on  former  occasions,  used  very  strong 
expressions  about  the  Works  Department 
of  the  Admiralty.  But  any  charges 
that  were  made  should,  he  thought,  be 
specific  and  in  regard  to  specific  actions ; 
to  make  charges  of  incapacity  generally, 
and  without  specific  proof,  against  public 
servants  of  the  Crown  who  occupied  a 
delicate  and  difficult  position  was  not  in 
accordance  with  the  spirit  of  debate  in 
this  House.  The  officers  of  the  Works 
Department,  so  far  from  being  incapable 
in  their  work,  had  produced  most 
excellent  work,  which  would  compare 
favourably  with  that  of  the  most  eminent 
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civil  engineers  in  the  country.  He  of  a  large  number  of  workmen  to  be 
knew  that  the  work  done  by  the  Admir-  employed  there,  but  that  for  the  Admir- 
alty in  all  corners  of  the  globe  had  been  alty  to  do  so  would  be  extravagant  and 
most  excellent.  He  hoped  that  the  j  unjustifiable.  He  thought  that  that 
House  would  now  be  good  enough  to  \  was  inconsistent,  when  they  remembered 
give  a  Second  Reading  to  the  Bill.    Any' I  that  the  Admiralty   had  paid  £80  an 


further   details 
•Gommittee. 


could   be  discussed    in 


Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said  that 
titer  the  attack  which  had  been  made 
upon  what  was  called  the  sister  Isle  he 
must  mafce  a  few  observations.  In  the 
first  place  no  Irish  Member  had  spoken 
in  the  debate ;  and  in  the  second  place 
the  observation  made  in  regard  to  judicial 
purchase  in  Ireland  came  from  a  Scotch 
Member. 

Mr.    EDMUND   ROBERTSON    said 


acre  for  land  which  was  worth  not  much 
more  than  XI  an  acre.  Never  let  it  be 
said  hereafter  that  Irish  Members 
were  indifferent  to  the  public  interests. 
They  heard  a  good  deal  of  talk  about 
patriotism.  Where  did  the  patriotism 
come  in  when  this  nobleman  would  not 
give  the  land  necessary  for  a  great 
national  purpose  unless  he  received  £80 
an  acre  for  it  1  Sometimes  they  heard 
things  said  in  this  country  about  what 
went  on  in  America,  and  it  was  stated 
that  this  country  was  completely  free 
from  the  financial  transactions  rampant 
in  America.     He  maintained  that  nothing 


that  he  had  no  intention  whatever  to  I  had  taken  place  in  America  that  could 


throw     any 
Members 


reflection     on     the    Irish 


Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said  he 
would  go  no  further  on  that  point. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  stated  that  in 
starting  this  undertaking  some  provision 
had  to  be  made  for  the  proper  housing 


possibly  surpass,  or  even  equal,  in  any 
way,  this  transaction.  It  was  very  easy 
to  be  patriotic  when  one  got  £80  an  acre 
for  land  which  was  let  at  £1  a  year. 

Question  put. 

House  divided:  Ayes,  164;  Noes,  73. 
(Division  List,  No.  141.) 


Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.. John 
Aubrey-Fletcher,Rt.Hn.SirH. 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Marir 
Balfour,  Cap*.  C.  B.  (Honuty 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bathnrst,Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bhmdell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Boecawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campbell,  Rt  Hn  J. A  (Glasa.) 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 


AYES. 

Oautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W .{Dcrbysh.) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  {Asian  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  [GrtenwicK) 
Chamberlain,  Rt  Hon  J  (Birm 
Chamberlain,  Rt  Hn.  J.  A(  Wore. 
Chapman,  Edwar  J 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  -A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Collings,  Right  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Ohas.  Ready 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasg.) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Craier,Charles  Curtis(4  n  trim,S 
Cranborne,  Lord 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Daviet,  M.Vaughan-  {Oardign 


I  Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 

Dickson,  Charles  Scott 

Dorington,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  E. 

Douglas.  Rt.  Hon.  A   Aktrs 

Duke,  Henry  Edward 

Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
;  Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
j  Faber,  E.  B.  {Hanf,  W.) 

Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
I  Fergusson, RtHn. SirJ.  {Manc'r 
!  Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
■  Finch,  Rt  Hon.  George  H. 

Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
|  Firbank,  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 

FitzGerald,Sir  Root.  Penrose 

Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
L  Flower,  Ernest 

FoTster,  Henry  William 
1  Foster,  P.  8.  (Warwick,  S.W. 

Gardner,  Ernest 

Gor don,Hn.  J.  E.  ( Elgin  dt  Wm 
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Adjournment 


Got*,  Hn.  S.  F.Ormeby-  {Line 
Gorst.Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Gouldiog,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Greene,  Henry  D.  {Shrewsbury 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-  [Comb* 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Hamilton,  Rt  Hn  lA.Q.{Midx 
Hardy  ,Laurence(  KenttAshford 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Henderson,  Sir  Alexander 
Hennon-  Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hdckman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hope,  J.  F.   (She/F.,  Btside) 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Howard,  J.  (Midd.,  Tot? ham 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jehb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fred 
Je>sel,CaptainHerbert  Merton 
Johnstone,  Heywood 
Kennaway,Rt.Hon  SirJohnH. 
Kerr,  John 

King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lambton,  Hon.  Fredk.  Wm. 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Law,  Andrew  Booar  (Glasgow) 
Lawrence,  Sir  Joe.  (Monm*ih) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  {Liverpool 
Law8on,J  ohnGrant(  Yorks.  NR 
Leea,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,  Fredk.  N.  S. 


{COMMONS} 

Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  Gbas.  W. (Evesham 
Long,  Rt.Hn.  W.  {Bristol,  S.) 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas,  Re^'ld  J.  (Portsmouth) 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M4Arthur,  Charles  {Liverpool) 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Melville,  Bereef  ord  Valentine 
Middlemore,  Jn.Throgmorfeon 
Mitchell,  William  (Burnley) 
More,  Robt.  J  super  (Shropshire 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monmfth&h.) 
Mbrrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Pease,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Peel, Hn.Wm.  Robt.  Wellesley 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretvman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies.  John  S. 
Rasch.  Major  Frederic  Came 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (She field) 
Robertson,  H.  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooks 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 


of  the  House. 
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Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks.) 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stroyan,  John 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G(0x/rf[7mr. 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson.  Sir  Wm.  E.  At, 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walker,  Col.  William  Hall 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Welby,U.-Col.ACE(7aunfo» 
Whiteley,  B..(Ashton-u^Lyne) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algerncsi 
Williams,RtHnJPowell-(J5*rm 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (irlasgow) 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (Forks.) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


NOES. 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Aiquith,  Rt  Hon.  Herbt.  Hy. 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Black,  Alexander  William 
Bowles,  T.  Gibson  (Lynn  Regis 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Burt,  Thomas 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell-Bannerman,   Sir  H. 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Crombie,  John  William 
Dahnel,   James  Henry 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Devlin,Cha8.  Ramsay  ( Galvmy) 
Dilke,   Rt.   Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dillon,  John 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fenwkk,  Charles 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Furness,  Sir  Christopher 


Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Hardie,  J.  Keir  (Merthyr  Tyd 
Harwood,  George 
Hayne,Rt.Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Hobhouse,C.  E.  H.  (Bristol,  E. 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutchinson,  Dr.  CharleeFredk. 
Jones,   David  B.  (Swansea) 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonsh.) 
Joyce,  Michael 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lawson,Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 
Lavland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Long,  Sir  John 
Lundon,  W. 

Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
MacYeagh,  Jeremiah 
M'Crae,  George 
Mappin,  Sir  Fredk.  Thorpe 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Murphy,  John 
Nolan,Col.  John  V.(GalwayyN. 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 


O'Kelly,  J.  (Roscommon,  N.} 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Robertson,  Edmuud  (Dundee) 
Samuel,  Herbt.  L.  (Cleveland) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Thomas,  A.  (Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.  B.) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Wallace,  Robert 
Warner,  ThomasCourtenayT. 
Wason,JohnCathcart  (Orkney) 
Young,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Noes  — 
Mr.  Buclianan  and  Mr. 
Eugene  Wason. 


Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  Monday  next. 


Adjourned  at  eighteen  minutes 
before  Six  o'clock  till  Monday 
next. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Monday,  13th  July,  1903. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The    Lord    Chancellor   acquainted 
the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments   had    laid    upon    the    Table   the 
Certificates  from  the  Examiners  that  the 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing   Bills    have     been    complied    with : 
C  Drainage    and    Improvement  of    Lands 
*§  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order;  Local  Govern- 
J  ment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  13):  Public 
^  Offices  (Dublin). 

^S       The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
.2*  Table. 

•1  Hexham  Gas  Bill  [h.l.].  Commons 
*i  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

5  Bath  Corporation  Water  Bill.  Re- 
.§  ported,  with  Amendments. 

;s 

'*       Seaforth  and  Sefton  Junction  Railway 

iBill.    Reported    from   the  Select    Com- 
mittee, with  Amendments. 

*  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
«*  (No.  5)  Bill.  Reported  from  the  Select 
^  Committee,  without  Amendment,  and 
|  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
|  House. 

| 

§       London  United  Tramways  Bill.  Report 
from  the  .Select    Committee,   That  the 
a  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the 
consideration    of     the    Bill,    no    parties 

*  having  appeared  in  opposition  thereto; 
£  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 
^  The  Orders  made  on  the  26th  of  May, 
j!  and  Thursday  last  discharged ;  and  Bill 

*  committed  for  Thursday  next. 


Kiugston-upon-Hull  Corporation  Bill; 
Gateshead  Corporation  Bill.  Moved, 
That  the  Order  made  on  the  16th  March 
last,  "  That  no  Private  Bill  brought  from 
the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a 
second  time  after  the  18th  day  of  June 
next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the 
Bills  be  now  read  2a ;  agreed  to ;  Bills 
read  2'  accordingly. 

Metropolitan  District  Railway  (Various 
Powers)  Bill.  Read  3ft,  with  the  Amend- 
ments ;  further  Amendments  made ;  Bill 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 
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Great  Northern  Railway  Bill,  Midland 
and  Belfast  and  Northern  Counties  Rail- 
ways Bill.  Read  3%  with  the  Amend- 
ments, and  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons. 


Gateshead  Corporation  Bill.  Com- 
mitted. 

Pontypridd  Urban  District  Council 
Bill  [h.l.].  Returned  from  the  Commons 
agreed  to,  with  Amendments. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  10)  Bill;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  14)  Bill;  Cheshire 
Lines  Committee  Bill;  Highland  and 
Invergarry  and  Fort  Augustus  Railway 
Companies  Bill.  Returned  from  the 
Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed 
to. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  2)  Bill;  Pier  and  Harbour  Pro- 
visional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill;  Pier  and 
Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4) 
Bill.  Amendments  reported  (according 
to  Order),  and  Bills  to  be  read  3a  To- 
morrow. 


Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  6)  Bill.  Read  3*  (according  to 
Order),  and  passed. 

Metropolitan  Police  Provisional  Order 
Bill ;  Harrow  Road  and  Paddington 
Tramways  Bill.  Report  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection,  "  That  the  Lord 
Lamington  be  proposed  to  the  House  as 
a  member  of  the  Select  Committee  on 
the  said  Bills  in  the  place  of  the  Lord 
Belhaven  and  Stenton  ;  read,  and  agreed 
to. 


South  Shields  Corporation  Bill;  Dublin, 
Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Railway  Bill ; 
Ebbw  Vale  Water  and  Improvement 
Bill ;  Western  Valleys  (Monmouthshire) 
Sewerage  Board  Bill.  Report  from  the 
Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  Lord 
Lamington  be  proposed  to  the  House  as 
a  member  of  the  Select  Committee  on 
the  said  Bills  in  the  place  of  the  Lord 
Kilmaine ;  read,  and  agreed  to. 

0 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Statement  of  schemes  for  the  formation 
of  Education  Committees,  approved  dur- 
ing the  month  of  June,  1 903,  by  the  Board 
of  Education,  under  Section  17  of  the 
Education  Act  of  1902  (in  continuation  of 
Parliamentary  Papers,  Command  Nos. 
1564,  1613,  and  1659  of  session  1903), 
showing  —  Name  of  local  authority ; 
number  of  the  council ;  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Education  Committee;  number 
of  members  of  the  Education  Committee 
who  are  necessarily  members  of  the 
council;  number  of  women  who  are 
necessarily  on  the  Education  Committee  ; 
forms  of  educational  experience  to  be 
represented  on  the  Committee;  recom- 
mendations or  nominations  (if  any). 

TRADE  REPORTS :  ANNUAL  SERIES 
No.  3027.  United  States  (Porto  Rico). 
No.  3028.  France  (Dahomey). 
No.  3029.  Italy  (Leghorn). 
No.  3030.  Japan  (Hakodate). 

JUDICIAL  STATISTICS  (IRELAND),  1902. 

Part  II.  Civil  Statistics. 

Presented  [by  Command],  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

GAS  AND  WATER  WORKS  FACILITIES 
ACT,  1870. 

Report,  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  as  to 
dispensing  with  the  consent  of  the  Farn- 
borough  Urban  District  Council  in  the 
case  of  the  Aldershot  Gas  and  Water 
Provisional  Order. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS,  1894 
AND  1896. 

Foreign  Animals  Order  of  1903. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


PETITION. 


INTOXICATING  LIQUORS. 
Petition  for  restraint  of  sale  of ;  of  the 
Mossley  Temperance  Union ;  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


PORT  OF  LONDON  BILL. 
Report  from  the  Joint  Committee,  That 


{LORDS}  Date  of  Second  Reading.         37  G 

IRISH  LAND  BILL— DATE  OF  SECOND 
READING. 

♦The  Earl  of  WESTMEATH :  My 
Lords,  I  desire  to  ask  a  Question  of 
which  I  have  given  the  noble  Duke  the 
Leader  of  the  House  private  notice — 
whether  His  Majesty's  Government  can 
give  any  indication  as  to  when  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Irish  Land  Bill 
will  be  taken  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  whether  they  will  give  an  assurance 
that  it  will  not  be  taken  before  August  3. 
I  imagine  that  my  motive  in  put- 
ting this  question  will  not  be  misin- 
terpreted in  any  way,  but  will  be 
readily  understood.  As  your  Lordships 
are  aware,  an  event  of  a  particularly 
auspicious  and  gratifying  character  is 
about  to  take  place  in  Ireland,  and 
Irishmen  of  all  classes  wish  to  be  on  the 
spot  in  order  to  extend  a  welcome  to 
their  Sovereign  when  he  visits  their 
native  country.  Not  content  with 
staying  in  the  Metropolis  His  Majesty 
wishes  to  visit  the  further  portions  of 
the  country,  and  naturally  we  all  desire 
when  he  goes  there  to  extend  to  him  a 
hearty  welcome.  There  has  undoubtedly 
been  a  certain  amount  of  anxiety  that, 
owing  to  the  rapid  progress  of  the  Irish 
Land  Bill  in  another  place,  it  might  be 
possible  to  take  the  Second  Reading  in 
this  House  rather  sooner  than  was 
anticipated.  This,  I  think,  would  be 
much  regretted  by  noble  Lords  who 
have  the  misfortune  to  be  Irish  land- 
lords, and  who,  I  imagine,  would 
wish  to  be  in  their  places  when 
a  measure  so  revolutionary  and  of 
such  an  important  character  is  taken 
in  this  House.  It  occurred  to  me, 
therefore,  and  my  action  was  approved 
by  my  colleagues,  that  the  best  course 
would  be  to  ask  the  noble  Duke  to  give 
us  an  assurance  that  the  Second  Reading 
will  not  be  taken  in  your  Lordships* 
House  before  August  3,  in  order  to  enable 
those  of  us  who  have  to  be  in  Ireland  on 
the  occasion  of  His  Majesty's  visit  to 
return  and  be  in  our  places  when  the 
j  Second  Reading  is  taken. 

I     The    LORD    PRESIDENT    of    the 
I  COUNCIL  (The  Duke  of  Devonshire)  : 


the  Bill  ought  to  be  allowed  to  proceed  :  M?  ^^  l  ™derst»nd  that>  ™*er 
The  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  and  'present  arrangements,  it  is  thought  that 
the  Minutes  of  Evidence  laid  upon  the  ;tnc  Third  Reading  of  the  Irish  Land  Bill 
Table,  and  to  be  delivered  out.  .  mav  be  taken  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
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Monday,  July  27.  It  is  possible  that  that  I 
result  may  be  arrived  at  later  rather  | 
than  earlier  than  the  date  which  is  now 
•contemplated,  but  I  believe  it  is  not 
•expected  to  be  at  all  likely  that  it  can  be 
taken  before  Monday  the  27th.  I  think 
that,  in  any  circumstances,  it  would  pro- 
bably be  convenient  and  desirable  that  a 
week's  interval  should  elapse  before  the 
Second  Beading  is  moved  in  this  House, 
.and  especially  in  the  circumstances  which 
have  been  referred  to  by  the  noble  Earl. 
I  think  the  noble  Earl  and  Irish  Peers 
generally  may  confidently  rely  on  the 
Second  Reading  not  being  taken  before 
Monday,  August  3. 

Earl  SPENCER  :  The  proposal  of  the 
noble  Duke  seems  a  desirable  one  to 
adopt.  But  there  are  other  important 
measures  to  come  up  to  your  Lordships 
from  the  other  House,  and  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  noble  Duke  whether  he  can 
inform  us  when  we  are  likely  to  receive 
the  London  Education  Bill. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  :  I  will 
■endeavour  to  reply  to  the  noble  Earl's 
"Question  to-morrow. 

THE       PRESERVATION        OF        WILD 
ANIMALS  IN  CENTRAL  AFRICA. 

Visoount  SIDMOUTH  :  My  Lords,  I 
beg  to  ask  His  Majesty's  Government 
whether  any  steps  have  been  taken,  or 
Are  being  taken,  in  co  operation  with 
other  Governments,  to  carry  out  the 
terms  of  the  Convention  of  1900,  in 
reference  to  the  preservation  of  wild 
.animals  in  Central  Africa.  It  will  be 
in  the  recollection  of  your  Lordships 
that  about  three  years  ago  a  Convention 
was  entered  into  between  His  Majesty's 
^Government,  and,  I  think,  seven  other 
Governments  interested  in  Africa,  for 
the  setting  apart  of  a  certain  zone  for 
the  preservation  of  wild  animals.  The 
.zone  set  apart  is  a  very  extensive  one — 
it  extends  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Red 
Sea,  and  all  the  European  Powers 
interested  in  Africa  took  part  in  that 
Convention.  In  addition  to  this  zone, 
«ach  Power,  I  believe,  undertook  that 
certain  preserves  should  be  set  aside, 
not  only  for  the  preservation  of  these 
animals  from  destruction,  but  also  for 
the  encouragement  of  breeding.  About 
that    time,    or  shortly   after,    the    war 


broke  out  in  South  Africa,  and  probably 
the  attention  of  the  Powers  was  diverted 
from  that  object,  but  it  is  one  which  I 
think  your  Lordships  will  agree  with 
me  is  of  very  great  importance. 
We  know  that  many  of  these 
animals  have  absolutely  disappeared 
altogether.  I  can  recollect  when 
elephants  roamed  all  over  many  districts 
which  are  now  thickly  inhabited  by 
Europeans.  But  what  I  want  to  ask  is, 
whether  any  steps  are  being  taken  beyond 
the  mere  Convention  for  the  promotion 
of  these  objects  1  It  is  obvious  that  a 
great  deal  more  is  required  to  carry  out 
the  real  objects  of  the  Convention,  arid 
that  a  considerable  number  of  officers 
must  be  appointed  to  enforce  the  regula- 
tions,  whicn  are    in   many   cases   very 

1  stringent.  They  extend  to  the  preserva- 
tion  of    almost    every   species  of   wild 

I  animal  that  can  be  useful  to  man,  and  to 
the  preservation,  within  a  certain  degree, 
of  animals  which  might  be  hurtful  but 
are  interesting  for  scientific  reasons. 
Many  kinds  of  antelopes  are  mentioned  ; 
zebras  are  mentioned,  and  I  may  express 
the  hope  that,  as  science  extends  in 
those  parts,  many  of  these  animals — 
zebras,  for  instance— will  be  found  useful 
for  domestic  purposes.  The  African 
elephant,  I  believe,  has  never  been  used 
since  ancient  days  for  domestic  purposes, 
but  it  is  quite  possible  that  when  these 
districts  become  better  known  and  in- 
habited by  Europeans  the  African 
elephant  may  be  found  as  useful  as  his 
congener  in  Asia.  I  beg  to  put  the 
Question  standing  in  my  name. 


*The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of 
Lansdowne)t:  My  Lords,  so  far  as  this 
country  is  concerned,  steps  are  certainly 
being  taken  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  the  London  Convention  of  1899,  but  I 
find,  as  regards  the  co-operation  of 
other  Powers,  that  the  ratifications 
of  the  Convention  have  not  been 
deposited.  The  reason  is  this.  France 
made  a  special  reservation  to  the  effect 
that  she  reserved  her  obligations  to  ratify 
until  the  adhesion  of  Abyssinia  and 
I  Liberia  had  been  obtained.  It  appears 
that  both  these  states  are  reluctant  to 
give  their  adhesion,  I  believe,  for  the 
reason  that  they  apprehend  that  they 
might  not  find  it  possible  to  enforce  the 
provisions  of  the  Convention.      But  so 
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far  as  our  Protectorates  are  concerned — I 
mean  British  Central  Africa,  East  Africa, 
Uganda,  and  the  Somali  Coast  Protec- 
torate— the  provisions  of  the  Conven- 
tion are  carried  out  under  regulations 
framed  for  the  purpose.  Under  those 
regulations,  for  example,  there  is  a  pro- 
hibition of  the  export  of  any  tusks 
weighing  less  than  11  lbs.,  and  our  ad- 
ministrative and  Customs  officers  are 
all  instructed  to  do  their  utmost  to  see 
that  these  regulations  are  respected. 
Lately  we  have  appointed  an  official  with 
the  title  of  "game  ranger"  to  watch 
over  the  execution  of  these  rules.  I  am 
glad  to  say  that,  so  far  as  our  Protectorates 
are  concerned,  we  have  no  reason  to 
believe  that  large  game  is  in  any  way 
decreasing.  The  matter  will  continue  to 
be  watched,  and  we  will  do  what  we  can 
to  obtain  the  consent  of  other  Powers 
to  prevent  the  extinction  of  these  in- 
teresting animals. 

Viscount  SIDMOUTH :  I  do  not 
know  whether, the  noble  Marquess  is  aware 
that  before  any  destruction  of  game  can 
take  place  licences  are  required  from  all 
the  Powers. 
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inquiry,  and  that  every  information 
should  not  only  be  obtained  by  the 
Government,  but  should  be  laid  before 
the  country.  Public  opinion  out  of 
doors   has    changed  in  this  matter,  but 


♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE 
Licenses  are  trequired  from  the  Officials 
of  the  Protectorates. 

THE  FISCAL  POLICY  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

Lord  HENEAGE,  who  had  given 
notice,  "  To  ask  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment whether  they  will  publish  in  a 
convenient  form  any  information  in 
reference  to  the  hostile  tariffs  of  foreign 
countries,  or  of  the  British  colonies, 
which  is  of  material  importance  to  the 
consideration  of  the  fiscal  question  now 
before  the  country,  as  well  as  any 
evidence  of  the  increase  or  decrease  in 
the  volume  of  our  trade  in  recent  years, 
which  may  be  prepared  for  the  use  of 
the  Gov ernmentin  their  present  inquiry," 
said :  My  Lords,  since  I  framed  this 
Question  some  three  weeks  ago  a  good 
many  things  have  happened.  At  that 
time  anyone  whc  had  an  open  mind 
with  regard  to  an  inquiry  was  liable  to 
hear  himself  called  a  protectionist  or  a 
traitor  to  free  trade,  but  now  I  think 
everyone  is  of  an  inquiring  mind.  All 
free  traders,  as  well  as  everyone  else, 
desire  that  there  should  be  an  exhaustive 

7 fie  Marquess  of  Laiisdoicne. 


not  more  so  than  opinion  in  your 
Lordships'  House,  because  it  will  be 
remembered  that  when  this  question- 
was  first  brought  forward  by  the  noble 
Viscount  opposite  (Viscount  Goschen) 
some  weeks  ago,  he  made  a  speech,  and 
a  speech  was  afterwards  made  by  my 
noble  friend  Lord  Avebury,  which 
nvght  very  easily  have  been  followed 
by  a  Resolution  that  everything  was 
satisfactory  under  the  present  free  trade 
arrangements,  and  that  no  inquiry  at 
all  was  needed.  But  those  noble  Lords 
have  advanced  considerably  since  that 
time.  The  noble  Viscount  opposite- 
in  last  Friday's  debate  on  the 
question  from  the  Indian  point  of  view, 
was  most  anxious  to  obtain  information 
in  order  that  he  might  find  himself 
fully  equipped  for  the  fray  in  October 
next,  and  my  noble  friend  Lord  Aveburjr 
made  a  very  fair  and  well-balanced 
speech  on  the  difficulties  which  free 
trade  has  had  to  contend  with.  My 
noble  friend  said,  and  said  truly,  that 
the  discussions  at  successive  Colonial 
Conferences  could  not  be  ignored,  and 
he  reminded  your  Lordships  that  the 
novel  systems  of  bounties,  cartels,  and 
syndicates  had  raised  problems  which 
did  not  exist  in  the  time  of  Cobden  and 
Bright.  My  noble  friend  might  have 
added  that  the  prophecy  of  Cobden  had 
not  come  true,  and  that  other  countries- 
had  not  adopted  free  trade  but  were, 
every  one  of  them,  protectionist 

The  question  that  we  have  to  decide 
is  whether,  after  all,  we  are  free  traders,, 
or  whether  we  are  what  the  noble 
Duke  called  free  importers.  Cobden 
sixty  years  ago  said,  even  when  he 
thought  all  nations  would  follow  our 
example,  that  the  time  would  come 
before  long  when  we  would  have  to 
have  a  revision  of  our  fiscal  system,  and 
I  think  that  time  has  already  come.  I 
approach  this  question  as  a  free  trader, 
as  one  who  is  not  at  all  satisfied  with 
the  present  state  of  things,  and  I  am 
most  desirous  that  full  inquiry  should 
be  made  into  the  present  position  of 
free  trade  and  the  conditions  of  our  free 
trade  policy.    I  al-o  desire  that  inquiry 
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should  be  made  which  may  lead  to  some 
idea  of  what  is  likely  to  be  the  outlook 
in  the  future,  which  I  think  is  far  more  im- 
portant, lam  most  desirous  that  not  only 
the  members  of  the  Government  and  the 
Leaders  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
House,  but  the  nation  as  a  while  should 
take  part  in  this  inquiry,  that  all  the 
information  collected  should  be  given  to 
the  nation,  and  that  all  those  who  have 
a  practical  knowledge  of  the  various 
trades  which  are  now  subject  to  hostile 
tariffs  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
going  into  the  figures  and  facts  laid 
before  His  Majesty's  Government. 

We  must  recollect  that  two  genera- 
tions have  grown  up  since  the  last  pro- 
tection election  in  1851 ;  they  havegrown 
up  to  manhood  and  to  the  franchise. 
Education  makes  the  artisans  of  the 
present  day  very  good  judges  of  facts 
and  figures,  and  I  think  that  anyone 
who  has  addressed  them  in  recent  years 
must  have  recognised  that  they  are  far 
more  intelligent  than  the  farmers  and 
the  shopkeepers  of  forty  years  ago. 
What  they  are  all  desirous  to  know  is, 
what  is  all  this  free  trade  controversy 
about  1  Have  we  really  got  free  trade, 
and  why  are  other  countries  protection- 
ist 1  They  are  constantly  being  told 
that  other  countries  are  far  better  edu- 
-cated  than  themselves,  and  t  he  artisans 
are  desirous  of  knowing  why  those  who 
are  more  educated  should  prefer  pro- 
tection, and  why  we  alone  of  all  the 
•countries  in  the  world  remain  free  traders. 
Then  they  are  desirous  of  knowing 
whether  what  they  are  told  on  being 
thrown  out  of  employment — viz.,  that 
the  hostile  tariffs  and  bounties  of 
other  countries  are  preventing  their 
•employers  from  giving  that  employ- 
ment to  the  workers  at  home  which 
they  would  desire,  because  they  cannot 
-sell  their  goods  abroad,  is  true.  Most 
men  of  business  will,  I  think,  understand 
how  much  easier  negotiation  with  other 
countries  is  carried  out  if  both  parties 
have  something  to  give  as  well  as  some- 
thing to  take.  The  other  day  my  noble 
friend  Lord  Welby  asked  for  a  Return 
of  hostile  tariffs,  and  other  details, 
•existing  in  England  before  1842,  and 
the  noble  Duke  the  Lord  President  of 
the  Council  decided  that  that  Return 
should  be  given. 


The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  I 
suggested  that  the  noble  Lord  should 
move  for  the  Return. 


Lord  HENEAGE:  At  any  rate,  the 
noble  Duke  did  not  object  to  the  Return 
being  granted.  I  want  information  about 
what  is  going  on  now  in  the  year  1903. 
I  think  that  is  of  much  greater  import- 
ance. I  do  not  think  you  will  find  that 
the  electors  of  this  country  will  be  put 
off  by  the  tales  of  their  grandfathers.  I 
think  it  most  desirable  that  practical  men 
of  business  and  experts  in  all  trades 
should  consider  this  question  with  every 
information.  I  am  perfectly  well  aware 
that  the  Question  on  the  Paper  is  in 
somewhat  vague  terms,  but  that  is  not 
my  fault.  I  have  endeavoured  during 
the  last  fortnight  to  draft  some  form  of 
Return  which  the  Board  of  Trade  would 
be  willing  to  give,  but  I  have  always 
been  met  with  one  of  three  answers — 
either  that  they  were  too  busily  occupied 
in  providing  material  for  the  inquiry  by 
the  Government  to  devote  any  time  to 
anything  else;  or  that  the  particular 
Return  1  wanted  would  be  misleading ; 
or  that  they  could  not  give  it.  In  these 
circumstances  I  fell  back  on  the  infor- 
mation which  the  Government  are  having 
prepared  for  themselves,  and  I  thought 
that  at  any  ra  e  the  publication  of  that 
could  not  be  objected  to,  and  that  the 
facts  and  figures  upon  which  the  Govern- 
ment formed  their  decision  would  be 
exactly  the  facts  and  figures  which  the 
country  would  like  to  see. 

For  my  own  part,  I  may  say  that  the 
information  I  should  particularly  like 
would  be  a  list  of  the  chief  products  of 
this  country  with  the  hostile  tariffs  of 
other  countries  in  tabular  form,  so  that 
they  might  be  easily  known.  I  should 
also  like  to  have  some  Return  showing 
the  volume  of  trade  of  this  country  at 
the  present  time,  and  the  increase  or 
decrease  in  that  volume  of  trade  during 
recent  years,  so  that  by  a  little  trouble 
it  could  be  easily  ascertained  how  far 
that  was  the  effect  of  the  hostile  tariffs 
or  bounties  of  other  countries.  I  should 
like  also  some  information  with  regard 
to  the  income  tax  Returns.  We  are  told 
that  this  is  the  wealthiest  nation  in  the 
world,  and  the  income  tax  is  pointed  to. 
I  should  like  to  know  how  much  of  that 
income  tax  revenue  is  derived  from  outaxd* 
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this  country,  how  much  is  derived  from 
capital  paying  wages  to  foreigners  and 
from  capital  paying  wages  at  home.  It 
is  well  known  that  many  trades  have 
ceased  employing  hands  in  all  parts  of 
this  country,  and  have  set  up  trades  in 
France,  in  the  United  States,  and  in 
01  her  countries.  That  is  information  I 
should  like  to  have.  I  should  also 
like  to  know  how  many  of  these 
firms  have  set  up  factories  in  other 
countries.  I  have  not  put  these  re- 
quests on  the  Paper  for  the  simple 
reason  that  I  thought  objection  might 
be  raised  to  them  in  form  or  substance, 
and  therefore  I  content  myself  with 
asking  the  Government  to  give  the 
country,  in  a  convenient  form,  that 
information  which  will  have  been  pre- 
pa  red  for  their  own  use. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  My 
Lords,  my  hon.  friend  the  Secretary  of 
State    for    Foreign    Affairs    stated    on 
Friday  last  that  the   Government  were 
\iiiling,    indeed    anxious,   to  supply   to 
Parliament  any  information  which  they 
may  be  able  to  collect  for  their  guidance, 
and  which  would  be  for  the  public  ad- 
vantage to  present,  and  I  do  not  know 
that  I  can  do  more  than   repeat  that 
intimation,  with  the  addition  that  it  is 
our  desire  to  lay  this  information  before 
the  House  in  as  convenient  a  form  as 
possible,   and   at    the    earliest    possible 
date.    With  iegard  to  the  specific  Ques- 
tion which  the  noble  Lord  has  placed  on 
the  Paper,  he  has,  I  think,  supplied  me 
to  a  very  large  extent  with  the  answer. 
It  appears   that    the    noble    Lord    has 
already   been  endeavouring  to  arrange 
with  the  Board  of   Trade— the  Depart- 
ment   which   probably   would    be   most 
qualified   to  give  this  information— for 
the  preparation  of  certain  Returns,  but 
that    he    has    been    informed    by    that 
Department    that   for    various    reasons 
it   would  not  be    possible   to    give  the 
information    in    the    form     in    which 
he     desires     it.       I     therefore     should 
be  rather  imprudent  if  I  undertook,  in 
answer   to  the  Question   of  the  noble 
Lord,  to  promise  that  we  would  supply 
him  with  a  Return  of  the  exact  nature 
that   he    asks    for.       As    to    what    he 
designates  the   hostile  tariffs    of   other 
countries,    I   conceive    that   the    tariffs 
of  all  foreign  countries,  whether  hostile 
Xord  Ueneiige. 


or  not,  are  accessible  in  documents 
already  before  the  House.  Whether  a 
summary  can  be  made  of  such  tariffs  in 
a  convenient  form  I  am  unable  to  say,, 
but  it  appears  that  the  noble  Lord  has 
hitherto  been  unsuccessful  in  arranging 
with  the  Board  of  Trade  the  form  of 
such  a  Return  as  he  desires.  I  can 
only  repeat  that  the  Board  of  Trade  is 
at  present  extremely  busily  engaged  in 
obtaining  information  on  all  these  points 
primarily  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Government,  But,  so  far  as  we  think 
it  is  desirable  in  the  public  interest  and 
will  conduce  to  a  better  understanding 
of  this  question,  it  is  our  desire  to  lay 
all  this  information  as  early  as  possible 
before  the  House.  \^  ^; 

House  adjourned  at  five  minutes 
before  Five  o'clock,  till 
To-morrow,  a  quarter  past 
Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  Uth  July,  1903. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  [LORDS]  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  IN- 
QUIRED  INTO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Re- 
port from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which 
are  applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with,  viz. : — Pentillie  Estate  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

PROVISIONAL  ORDER  RILLS  [LORDS) 
(STANDING  ORDERS  APPLICABLE 
THERETO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Re- 
port from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  lirst 
Reading    thereof,   the  Standing    Orders. 
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which  are  applicable  thereto  have  been 
complied  with,  viz. : — Tramways  Orders 
Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  To-morrow. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  [LORDS]  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  IN- 
QUIRED INTO  NOT  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which 
are  applicable  thereto,  have  not  been 
complied  with,  viz. : — South  Western  and 
Isle  of  Wight  Junction  Railway  Bill 
[Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 

Merthyr  Tydfil  Urban  District  Council 
Bill.  Lords'  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

Port  Talbot  Railway  and  Docks  Bill 
[Lords].  Read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
without  Amendment. 

London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast 
Railway  Bill  [Lords].  As  amended,  con- 
sidered ;  an  Amendment  made ;  Bill  to 
be  read  the  third  time. 

Lochnell  Estate  Bill  [Lords]  ;  North 
Western  Electricity  and  Power-Gas  Bill 
[Lords]  ;  Shropshire  and  Worcestershire 
Electric  Power  Bill  [Lords] ;  West  Brom- 
wich  Corporation  Bill  [Lords].  Read  a 
second  time,  and  committed. 

Frinton-on-Sea  Sea  Defences  Bill  [Lords]  | 
(by    Order).      Read  the  third  time  and 
passed,  with  Amendments.    [New  Title. 

Bangor  Corporation  Bill  [Lords].  Re- 
port [9th  July]  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Standing  Orders  read. 

Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  17) 
Bill  ;     Local    Government     Provisional 


Order  (No.  18)  Bill;  Wolverhampton 
and  Cannock  Chase  Railway  (Extension 
of  Time)  Bill,  without  Amendment. 

Borough  Funds  Bill,  with  an  Amend- 
ment. 

Local  Government  (Transfer  of  Powers) 
Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional 
Order  (No.  16)  Bill;  Hyde  Corporation 
Bill ;  Leigh  Corporation  Bill ;  Broad - 
stairs  Gas  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

Amendments  to — Nantwich  Urban 
District  Council  Bill  [Lords] ;  Sheffield 
and    South   Yorkshire    Navigation  {Bill 

t Lords];     Torquay    Corporation    Water 
Jill  [Lords],  without  Amendment. 


PETITIONS. 


LIGHT  LOCOMOTIVES  (REGISTRATION) 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Battersea,  against ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  LAW  (COMPENSATION  FOR 
NON-RENEWAL)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Cumberland,  against  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table 

LICENSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

Petition  from  Milton,  for  alteration ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SHOPS  (EARr  Y  CLOSING)  BILL. 
Petition  from   Battersea,  against;   to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

SHOPS   (No.   2)   BILL. 
Petition    from   Battersea,    in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  MARKS  BILL. 
Petition   from  Manchester,  for  altera- 
tion; to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

VACCINATION  PROSECUTIONS. 

Petitions  from  Trowbridge  and  Melks- 
ham,  for  alteration  of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION  ACT 
(1897)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Battersea,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  (EDUCATION 
COMMITTEES). 

Copy  presented,  of  statement  of 
schemes  for  the  formation  of  Education 
Committees  approved  during  the  month 
of  June,  1903,  by  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion under  Section  1 7  of  the  Education 
Act  of  1902  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

CRIMINAL  AND  JUDICIAL  STATISTICS 
(IRELAND). 

Copy  :  presented,  of  Criminal  and 
Judicial  Statistics  of  Ireland  for  the  year 
1902.  Part  II.  Civil  statistics  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

GAS  AND  WATER  WORKS  FACILITIES 
ACT,  1870. 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  as  to  dispensing  with 
the  consent  of  the  Farnborough  Urban 
District  Council  in  the  case  of  the 
Aldershot  Gas  and  Water  Provisional 
Order  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.     [No.  251.] 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS,  1894 
AND  1896. 

Copy  presented,  of  an  Order,  dated 
the  30th  June,  1903,  entitled  the  Foreign 
Animals  Order  of  1903  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
3027  to  3030  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table, 

Paper  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  : — 

INQUIRY    INTO  CHARITIES  (COUNTY 
OF  WILTS). 

Further  Return  relative  thereto 
(ordered  9th  August,  1901  ;  Mr.  Griffith 
Boscaweri]  ;  to  be  printed.    [No.  252.] 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIR- 
CULATED WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Medical  Examination  of  School  Children. 

Sib   JOHN    BRUNNER    (Cheshire, 

Northwich) :   To  ask  the  Secretary  to 

the  Board  of  Education  whether  he  is 


aware  that  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
has  publicly  stated  that  some  of  the 
larger  School  Boards  in  Scotland  are 
conducting  a  medical  examination  of 
the  children  on  a  scientific  basis,  and 
that  it  would  be  the  desire  of  the 
Scottish  Education  Department  to  en- 
courage other  School  Boards  to  follow 
the  example ;  and  whether  he  is  pre- 
pared to  give  similar  encouragement  to 
English  and  Welsh  local  education 
I  authorities. 

(Answered  by  Sir  William  Anson.)  The 
I  question  of  the  medical  examination  of 
the  children  of  their  area  by  a  local 
I  authority  is  one  which  the  Board  con- 
sider must  be  left  to  that  authority  to 
decide ;  but  the  Board  will,  of  course, 
gladly  welcome  .any  such  step  as  this 
which  is  likely  to  contribute  to  the 
improvement  of  the  health  and  well- 
being  of  the  children.  1  may  remind 
the  hon.  Member  that  the  Board  issued 
in  October,  1901,  a  circular  to  the 
I  managers  and  teachers  of  schools  in  large 
towns  as  to  the/  great  importance  of 
proper  attention/  being  paid  to  the  eye- 
sight of  the  children. 

Superannuation  Allowances  for  Scottish 
Public  Asylum  Officials. 

Sir  J.  FlSRGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N.  E.) :  To  ask  the  Lord  Advocate, 
considering  that  no  statutory  pro- 
vision exista  in  Scotland  for  the  grant 
|  of  superannuation  allowances  to  officers 
and  servants  of  district  and  parochial 
lunatic  asylums,  while  such  provision 
has  been  made  in  respect  of  county  and 
borough  asylums  in  England,  of  district 
asylums  in  Ireland,  and  of  chartered 
asylums  in  Scotland,  as  well  as  in  other 
departments  of  the  public  service,  and 
that  the  General  Board  of  Commissioners 
in  Lunacy  in  Scotland  have  repeatedly  in 
their  Reports  pointed  out  that  the 
absence  of  such  provisions  prejudicial 
to  the  interests  of  patients  in  the 
asylums,  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  will 
consider  the  propriety  of  introducing  a 
measure  to  place  Scottish  public  asylum 
officials  on  a  footing  similar  to  those 
in  English,  Irish,  and  chartered 
Scottish  asylums. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray.) 
The  point  will    be  considered   in   the 
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event  of  its  being  found   possible  and  !  judgment  has  been  marked  in  the  Court 


expedient  to  propose  legislation  for  the 
Amendment  of  the  Lunacy  (Scotland) 
Acts,  but  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  is 
unable  to  come  under  any  definite 
obligation  on  the  subject  at  present. 

Physical  Training  in  Scotland. 
Mr.     HARMSWORTH      (Caithness- 
shire)  :     To   ask    the    Lord    Advocate 
whether  the  Scotch  Education  Depart- 
ment have  yet  arrived  at  any  decision 
as  to  carrying  out  the  recommendation 
of  the  Royal   Commission  on  Physical 
Training  (Scotland)  to  add  a  number  of ' 
medical    and    sanitary   experts    to  the  | 
inspecting  staff  under  the  Department. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray.) 
The  Department  has  been  in  communi- 
cation with  some  of  the  larger  School 
Boards  on  the  matter  referred  to  in  the 
hon.  Member's  Question,  but  they  are  I 
not  as  yet  in  a  position  to  make  any  ! 
proposals  to  the  Treasury. 

Pace  of  Motor  Mails. 
Mr.  CATHCART  WASON    (Orkney  J 
and  Shetland) :     To  ask  the  Postmaster- 1 
General  it  he  will  issue  regulations  as 
to  the  pace  at  which  motor  mails  may 
be  driven  in  the  public  streets  ;   and  if  i 
he  will  consider  the  advisability  of  adopt- 
ing   some  mechanical  apparatus  which 
will  show  the  speed  at  which  such  cars 
have  been  driven  during  the  day. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
The  regulations  as  to  the  speed  of  motor 
vans,  to  which  motors  used  for  the  mail 
service  as  well  as  other  motors  must 
conform,  are  laid  down  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  in  drawing  up 
the  time  tables  for  motor  mail  vans 
regard  is  paid  to  the  authorised  speed. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  adopt  a 
mechanical  apparatus  for  registering  the 
speed  of  motor  mail  vans.  We  do  not 
use  any  high  speed  motors. 

Inland  Revenue  v  McDonnell— Amount 
of  Costs. 

Mb.  DEL  ANY  (Queers  County, 
Ossory) :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  he  can  state  what 
is  the  amount  of  costs  in  the  case  of 
Inland  Revenue  v.  McDonnell,  in  which 


of  Ring's  Bench,  Dublin,  for  £5  5s. ; 
and  whether  he  will  say  why  proceed- 
ings were  not  taken  in  the  County 
Court. 


(Ansiveied  hy  Mr.  Ritchie.)  The  costs 
claimed  in  this  case  amount  to 
£4  Us.  4d.,  and  have  been  taxed.  The 
tax  due  is  £5  5s.  Judgment  has  been 
marked  for  the  sum  of  £9  16s.  4d.  It 
has  never  been  the  practice  to  proceed 
in  the  County  Court  for  recovery  of 
income  tax  under  Schedule  D.  The 
present  procedure  is  authorised  by  The 
Taxes  Management  Act,  1880,  Section 
111(1). 


Inland  Revenue  v.   McDonnell— Assess 
ment  of  Income. 

Mr.  DELANY :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  is  aware 
that  judgment  under  a  writ  in  the  High 
Courts  has  been  obtained  against  Michael 
McDonnell  of  Abbeyleix,  for  the  sum  of 
£5  5s.  and  costs  at  the  suit  of  the  Inland 
Revenue  for  income  tax;  and  whether, 
seeing  that  Mr.  McDonnell  occupies  a 
small  house  rented  at  £15  a  year,  and 
that  he  possesses  no  income  from  any 
source  except  what  he  derives  from  the 
calling  of  poultry  and  egg  dealer,  which 
he  pursues  on  a  small  scale,  he  will  state 
upon  what  grounds  the  assessment  was 
made. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  llitdiie.)  The  assess- 
ment was  fixed  by  the  Special  Commis- 
sioners of  Income  Tax,  who,  after  hearing 
a  personal  appeal  from  Mr.  McDonnell, 
were  satisfied  that  the  business  carried 
on  by  him  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to 
justify  the  charge. 

Coasting  Steamers— Uncertificated 
Officers. 

Sir  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  steamers  are  allowed  to  run 
along  the  coasts  of  the  United  Kingdom 
without  any  certificated  officers  on  board, 
with  the  result  that,  in  the  event  of 
collisions  occurring  leading  to  loss  of  life, 
the  Board  of  Trade  have  no  power  of 
dealing  with  such  officers ;  also,  if  there 
is  any  intention  of  applying  a  remedy 
for    the    loss    of     life    and    property 
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arising  from  the  carelessness  of  un- 
qualified masters  and  mates  in  coasting 
vessels. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  The 
provisions  of  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act 
as  to  carrying  certificated  officers  on 
board  British  ships  apply  only  to  foreign- 
going  ships  and  to  home  trade  passenger 
ships.  British  vessels  not  belonging  to 
those  classes  of  ships  are  not  required  by 
law  to  carry  certificated  officers.  It  is, 
however,  possible  for  a  Court  holding  a 
formal  investigation  into  a  casualty  to 
any  British  vessel  to  punish  the  officers 
involved  by  ordering  them  to  pay  the 
costs  of  the  investigation.  The  question 
of  legislating  referred  to  by  the  hon.  ] 
Member  is  a  matter  that  would  require 
consideration,  and  I  am  not  at  present 
prepared  to  express  an  opinion  upon  it. 

Removal  of  Sunken  Boat  at  Baltasound. 
Mr.  CATHCART  WASON:  To  ask 

the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  if 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact 
that  a  boat  sunk  in  the  fairway  at 
Baltasound  is  dangerous  to  navigation, 
and  if  steps  will  be  taken  to  have  the 
same  removed. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  I 
have  no  information  respecting  the 
casualty  beyond  that  conveyed  to  me 
by  the  hon.  Member.  I  will  call  the 
attention  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Northern  Lighthouses  to  the  matter,  and 
they  will  do  doubt  take  such  steps  as 
are  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
navigation. 

Tonnage  of  Fishing  Boats. 
Mr.  CATHCART  WASON :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  if 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  dis- 
advantages under  which  fishermen  labour 
where  no  Board  of  Trade  surveyor  is 
available  owing  to  the  adoption  of  rules 
now  in  force  for  ascertaining  tonnage  of 
fishing  boats;  and,  if  so,  will  he  state 
what  steps  he  proposes  to  take  in  the 
matter. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  In 
consequence  of  complaints  received  as  to 
this  difficulty  of  applying  the  provisions 
of  The  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894,  ta 
Scottish  fishing  boats,  the  Board  of  Tradek 
having  regard  to  all  the  circumstances, 


propose  to  revert  to  the  old  method  of 
measurement  known  as  the  Test  Rule. 
Under  this  Rule  the  tonnage  measure- 
ment of  fishing  boats  can  be  determined 
by  Coastguard,  Customs,  or  Scottish 
Fishery  Board  officers,  and  consequently 
the  attendance  of  a  Board  of  Trade 
surveyor  will  not  be  necessary. 

Regulation  of  Size  of  Motor-Car  Tyres. 
Mr.  HENRY  HOBHOUSE  (Somerset- 
shire, E.) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  whether  any 
public  authority  has  power  to  regulate 
the  width  of  tyres  of  motor-cars  between 
one  and  three  tons  in  weight,  and  if  any 
such  regulations  have  been  made ;  and, 
if  not,  if  he  will  see  that  any  necessary 
power  to  make  such  regulations  shall  be 
included  in  the  proposed  legislation  on 
motor-cars. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Walter  Long.)  By 
Section  6  of  The  Locomotives  on  High- 
ways Act,  1896,  the  Local  Government 
Board  are  empowered  to  make  regula- 
tions with  respect  to  the  use  of  these 
vehicles  on  highways,  and  their  construc- 
tion and  the  conditions  under  which  they 
may  be  used  ;  and  by  an  Order,  dated 
9th  November,  1896,  the  following  regula- 
tions were  made  as  regards  the  width  of 
the  tyres  :— If  the  weight  of  the  vehicle 
unladen  is  more  than  15  cwt.,  and  does 
not  exceed  1  ton,  the  width  of  the  tyre 
is  to  be  not  less  than  2  A  inches  ;  if  such 
weight  is  more  than  1  ton,  and  does  not 
exceed  2  tons,  the  width  is  to  be  not 
less  than  3  inches ;  if  such  weight  ex- 
ceeds 2  tons,  the  width  is  to  be  not  less- 
than  4  inches. 

Vaccination  Prosecutions  at 
Gainsborough. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  ORMSBY  -  GORE 
(Lincolnshire,  Gainsborough) :  To  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
whether  the  vaccination  officers  for  the 
Gainsborough  Union  carry  out  the  orders 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  and  take 
proceedings  in  opposition  to  the  wishes 
of  the  guardians ;  and  whether  the  Local 
Government  Board  will  uphold  the  officers 
in  their  action,  as  they  are  threatened 
I  with  dismissal  or  to  be  called  upon  ta 
resign  by  the  guardians. 

(Ansivered  by  Mr.   Walter  Long.)     It  is 
I  the  duty  of  a  vaccination  officer  to  take 
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proceedings  against  defaulters  under  the 
Vaccination  Acts,  and  I  understand  that 
the  vaccination  officers  of  this  union  have 
recently  taken  proceedings  of  this  kind, 
although  the  guardians  have  been  opposed 
to  this  course.  As  regards  the  last  part 
of  the  Question,  the  consent  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  is  necessary  before  a 
vaccination  officer  can  be  dismissed.  I 
should  not  be  prepared  to  give  that 
consent  where  the  ground  of  the  pro- 
posed dismissal  was  that  the  officer  had 
performed  his  duty  in  this  matter. 

Cooper's  Hill  Engineering  College. 
Sir  SEYMOUR  KING  (Hull,  Central) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  the  Government  of  India  will 
be  consulted  before  any  final  step  is  taken 
in  regard  to  continuing  or  discontinuing 
the  Koyal  Indian  Engineering  College, 
Cooper's  Hill. 

(Answered  by  Secretary  Lord  George 
Hamilton.)  The  answer  is  in  the  affirma- 
tive, 

London  Education— Election  of  New 
Authority. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTSON  (Hack- 
ney,  S.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Education  whether  any  and 
what  provision  has  been  made  in  the 
event  of  the  London  Education  Bill  be- 
coming an  Act  of  Parliament  in  its  present 
form  for  avoiding  the  necessity  of  a  new 
London  School  Board  being  elected  at  the 
usual  time  next  autumn  and  continuing 
the  powers  of  the  present  School  Board 
until  the  Act  comes  into  operation  ;  and, 
if  not,  whether  any  and  what  steps  will 
be  taken  for  this  purpose. 

(Answered  by  Sir  William  Anson.) 
After  the  passing  of  the  Act,  Schedule  II. 
(10)  of  the  principal  Act  will  apply. 

Schools  above  Ordinary  Limits  of  Accom- 
modation. 

Sir  JOHN  GORST  (Cambridge  Uni- 
versity); To  ask  the  Secretory  to  the 
Board  of  Education  whether  he  will  give 
the  places  at  which  the  eighteen  schools 
above  the  ordinary  limits  of  accommoda- 
tion have  been  sanctioned ;  the  number 
of  children  in  each ;  and  the  special 
reason  for  which  sanction  was  given  in 
each  case. 

(Answered  by  Sir  William  Anson.)  Of 
the  schools  in  question  two  were  actually 


sanctioned  and  the  sites  of  ten  others 
!  before  the  right  hon.  Member  left  office. 

For  the  remaining  six  the  facts  are  as 
!  follows : — 


I    Name  of  School. 

!  Acton  - 

i      Central  Road 

I  Board  School 

:  KillylKibill- 
I      Alltwen  Board 
I         School 

I  Leeds— 
|      Cowper  Street 
Board  Schi.ol 

I  Liverpool— 

Sherlock  Street 
i         Board  School 

I  Portsmouth— 
!      Reginald  Road 
Board  School 

Swansea— 
1      Hatford  Road 
i         Board  School 


Numbers. 


Reason  for 
sanction. 


403  Infants  Special  local  cir 

340  Junior  Mixed      cumstances. 
340  Senior  Mixed 


480  Mixe  1 


Special  local  cir- 
cumstances. 


600  Infants  Special  local  cir- 

500  Senior  Mixed      cumstances. 
420  Junior  Mixed 


451  Infants 
380  Girls 
390  Boys 

440  Infants 
3U0  Oirls 
390  Boys 

408  Infants 
400  Boys 
400  (J  iris 


Board  committed 
to  scheme. 


Special  local  cir- 
cumstances. 


Special  local  con- 
sideration. 


Delay  in  Erection  of  Labourers'  Cottages 
in  the  Cavan  Union. 

J      Mr.    M'GOVERN   (Cavan,   W.) :    To 

|  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  is  he  aware  that 
dissatisfaction  exists  owing  to  the  delay 

I  in  building  labourers'  cottages  in  Cavan 
Union,  and  that  it  is  over  eighteen 
months  since  the  inquiry  was  held  ;  and, 

;  if  so,  can  he  state  the  cause  of  the  delay, 
and  what  is  the  present  state  of  the 
scheme. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
inquiry  was  held,  as  stated,  more  than 
eighteen  months  ago.  The  Board  issued 
an  Order  in  confirmation  of  portion  of 
the  council's  improvement  scheme  on 
the  17th  July  last,  the  unopposed  portion 
of  which  became  absolute  on  the  30th 
September,  whilst  the  opposed  portion 
was  amended  and  confirmed  by  the 
Order  in  Council  of  the  4th  March. 
The  cause  of  the  delay  in  carrying  the 
scheme  into  execution  is  the  failure  of 
the  Rural  District  Council  to  furnish  the 
Local  Government  Board,  in  correct 
form  and  detail,  with  all  the  documents 
which  are  requisite  to  enable  it  to  appoint 
an  arbitrator  to  determine  the  amount* 
of  purchase  money  to  be  paid  for  the 
lands  authorised  to  be  acquired  com- 
pulsorily.  The  Board  has  repeatedly 
pressed  the  council  to  settle  this  matter,, 
the  last  occasion  on  which  it  addressed 
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t  he  local  authority  on  the  subject  being 
^he  6th  instant.  The  execution  of  the 
authorised  scheme  is  a  duty  which 
devolves  upon  the  Rural  District  Council 


Prosecution  for  Carts 
without  Owner's  Name  thereon. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N) :  To  ask  the 
'Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  the  constabulary 
authorities  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  a 
farmer,  Mr.  Daniel  Buckley,  CloverhilL 
was  summoned  at  Mallow  Petty  Sessions, 
on  29th  June  last,  for  neglecting  to  have 
his  name  on  a  market  cart,  and  fined, 
together  with  costs  placed  on  him  ;  and 

hether,  in  view  of  the  custom  of  the 
police  to  caution  an  individual  before 
proceeding  with  a  summons,  he  will 
state  whether  the  requirement  of  mark- 
ing all  carts  and  vehicles  is  enforced  by 
the  constabulary  irrespective  of  class  or 
position. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  JFyndham.)  The 
prosecution  referred  to  was  one  of  a 
number  instituted  at  the  same  petty 
sessions  for  the  same  breach  of  the  law. 
The  Inspector  General  has  no  reason  to 
believe  that  the  requirements  of  the 
law  in  this  respect  are  not  impartially 
carried  out  by  the  police. 


Sterilisation  of  Water  for  Troops 
in  the  Field. 

Sir  MICHAEL  FOSTER  (London 
University) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  the  experiments 
on  sterilisation  of  water  for  troops  in  the 
field,  referred  to  in  his  answer  of  31st 
July,  1902,  t  have  led  to  any  scheme  of 
sterilisation  being  put  to  the  test  at 
manoeuvres  or  otherwise;  and,  if  so, 
with  what  results. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
Experimental  tests  have  been  made  with 
Tarious  forms  of  heat  sterilising  apparatus 
and  sterilising  filters,  and  on  the  results 
of  these  further  tests  are  being  made  in 
Somaliland,  and  will  be  made  at  the 
forthcoming  manoeuvres.  The  sterilisa- 
tion of  water  in  standing  camps  can  be 
arranged,    but   in    the   case  of   moving 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxii.,  275. 


bodies  of  troops  great  difficulty  is  being 
experienced  in  obtaining  really  satis- 
factory results. 

Soldiers  serving  Abroad— Cost 
of  Telegrams. 

Mr.  PLATT  HIGG1NS  (Salford,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  is  aware  that  expense  is  in- 
curred by  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army 
serving  on  foreign  stations  when  cable 
communication  is  necessary  with  their 
relatives  at  home,  or  vice  versa,  for  want 
of  a  recognised  telegraphic  cable  code ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  arrangements  can  be 
made  for  every  commanding  officer 
stationed  abroad  to  have  a  word  regis- 
tered as  his  code  address,  and  for  such 
commanding  officer  to  be  supplied  with  a 
code  of  the  cable  company  which  serves 
his  station,  or  of  a  new  code  prepared 
expressly,  with  a  view  to  lessen  the  cost 
of  private  messages  to  and  from  officers 
and  soldiers  serving  abroad. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
As  regards  code  addresses,  a  large  number 
of  official  code  addresses  are  already 
registered  by  the  Post  Office,  and  I  will 
inquire  whether  these  can  be  extended  in 
the  direction  suggested.  As  regards  the 
messages,  it  should  be  remembered  that 
there  are  several  code  books,  as  the 
Unicode  and  A  B  C,  of  which  officers  can 
avail  themselves  by  arrangement  with 
their  relatives. 


Majors  Serving  away  from!  their 
Regiments. 

Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  X.) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  can 
state  the  number  of  majors  in  cavalry 
and  infantry  serving  away  from  their 
particular  regiments,  specifying  the 
number  serving  respectively  in  provisional 
regiments  and  in  Staff  or  other  appoint- 
ments. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
The  number  of  cavalry  majors  holding 
Staff  and  other  appointments  away  from 
their  regiments  is  eighteen,  and  the 
number  of  infantry  majors  is  175.  The 
majors,  for  whom  extra  captains  are 
given,  serving  with  provisional  regiments 
are  included  in  the  above  eighteen. 
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British  and  Native  Losses  in  Somaliland. 
Mr.  PIRIE  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  can  he  state  the  approxi- 
mate loss  of  British  and  native  life 
respectively  in  Somaliland  up  to  1st  July, 
1903,  in  operations  against  the  Mullah, 
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commencing  with  the  action  at  Erego ;: 
also  total  cost  up  to  date  of  Colonel 
Swaine's  and  General  Manning's  opera- 
tions, and  total  estimated  monthly  cost 
at  present. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.)' 
The  casualties  are  as  follows  : — 


British. 

Native. 

Officers. 

Other  ranks. 

All  Ranks. 

Killed  in  action  or  died  of  wounds    - 

16 

2 

338 

Died  of  disease 

1 

4 

— 

Miating 

— 

1 

1 

17 

7 

339 

The  total  cost  up  to  date,  from  the 
time  the  War  Office  took  over  the  con- 
duct of  operations,  is  approximately 
£450,000,  and  the  present  cost  may 
be  taken  at  £50,000  a  month ;  but  it  is 
impossible  to  make  a  definite  estimate 
until  accounts  are  received  from  India. 


Strength  of  Army  Veterinary 
Department. 

Mr.  PIRIE:  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  what  is  the  actual  strength 
of  the  Army  Veterinary  Department 
compared  with  the  establishment. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
The  establishment  of  officers  of  the 
Army  Veterinary  Department  is  1 69,  and 
the  present  strength,  including  three 
supernumeraries,  is  134. 

Construction  of  Suakin-Berber 
Railway. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  THOMSON  (York- 
shire, W.R.,  Skipton) :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  if,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  material  sent  out  in  1885 
for  the  construction  of  the  Suakin-Berber 
Railway  is  now  stored  in  this  country,  he 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  returning 
this  material  to  Suakin  and  commencing 
the  construction  of  this  railway  forthwith, 
with  a  view  to  providing  cheap  transit 
for  cotton  and  other  materials  to  the 
coast. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
The  hon.  Member  had  been  misinformed. 
All  the  Suakin-Berber  materials  have 
been  issued  and  utilised  for  other  War 
Department  services,  the  bulk  having 
long  since  been  disposed  of  in  this  way. 


Q I  EST  IONS  IN  THE  HO  USE. 


Cost  of  South  African  Garrison. 
Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  what  is  the  estimated  expendi- 
ture per  week  in  connection  with  the 
forces  now  maintained  in  South  Africa. 

*The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) :  The  total  expenditure  in  con- 
nection with  the  forces  now  in  South 
Africa  may  be  taken  at  about  £110,000 
per  week,  being  about  £45,000  per  week 
in  excess  of  the  sum  which  would  be 
incurred  if  the  troops  were  at  home. 

Royal  Arsenal,  Woolwich. 
Dr.  HUTCHINSON  (Sussex,  Rye): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  fact  that  some  new 
buildings  at  the  Royal  Arsenal  at  Wool- 
wich, in  which  explosives  are  dealt  with, 
are  in  such  close  proximity  to  the  firing 
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ground  that  the  discharge  of  the  guns  is 
a  source  of  danger  to  the  men  working  in 
such  buildings ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  give 
the  name  of  the  official  who  is  responsible 
for  selecting  the  site  of  these  buildings ; 
and  what  steps,  if  any,  are  being  taken  to 
secure  the  safety  of  the  men  who  work  in 
them. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  The  question 
whether  the  firing  of  guns  at  the  proof 
butts  is  a  source  of  danger  to  the  danger 
buildings  or  the  men  in  them  is  now 
being  carefully  considered.  Pending  the 
•conclusion  of  the  inquiry  heavy  proof  is 
not  fired  while  men  are  working  in  these 
buildings. 

Army  Corps. 
Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  has 
the  3rd  Division  of  the  1st  Army  Corps 
been  formed ;  if  so,  what  is  its  strength ; 
and,  if  not,  when  is  it  proposed  to  form 
it ;  and  can  he  explain  why  this  is  not 
done  before  proceeding  with  the  formation 
of  the  2nd,  3rd,  and  4th  Army  Corps  ;  is 
it  intended  to  continue  the  formation  of 
the  5th  and  6th  Army  Corps ;  and,  if  so, 
will  their  formation  be  initiated  by 
the  appointment  of  their  commanders  and 
staff. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  One  brigade  of  the 
3rd  Division  of  the  1st  Army  Corps  is 
already  quartered  in  the  Command.  Its 
strength  is  3,320.  The  barracks  for  the 
2nd  brigade  are  not  at  present  available, 
and  the  troops  are  quartered  elsewhere 
in  Great  Britain.  The  2nd,  3rd,  and  4th 
Army  Corps  which  have  been  formed  are 
far  advanced  to  completion,  as  shown  in 
the  Returns  recently  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment. The  formation  of  the  otb  and  6th 
Corps  will  not  take  place  till  a  considerable 
number  of  the  units  are  available  in  the 
districts  affected. 

Staff  Officers  and  Regimental  Duty. 

Mr.  PIRIE:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  if  he  will  state  after 
what  intervals  under  the  Army  Regula- 
tions an  officer  on  the  Staff  is  required  to 
return  to  regimental  duty ;  whether  this 
regulation  has  been  disregarded  at  home  ; 
and  if  so,  why,  and  in  how  many,  and  in 
what  cases. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Officers  are  required 
to  rejoin  their  regiments  for  a  tour  of 


regimental  duty  on  the  termination  of  each 
staff  appointment,  but  there  is  no  pub- 
lished regulation  on  the  subject.  For 
obvious  reasons  during  the  late  war  com- 
pliance with  this  rule  was  not  always 
found  practicable,  but  it  is  now  being 
strictly  enforced. 

Irish  Tailors  and  War  Office  Contracts. 
Mr.  LUNDON  (Limerick,  E.),  on 
behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  St. 
Patrick  Division  of  Dublin,  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  a  communication  from  the  Dublin 
Master  Tailors'  Association  in  April  last 
complaining  of  the  new  arrangement  for 
sending  in  estimates ;  and  if  so  whether 
in  future  facilities  will  be  afforded  and 
opportunity  given  to  enable  Irish  tailors 
to  obtain  as  formerly  a  proportion  of  the 
orders. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  communication 
in  question  dealt  chiefly  with  kit  for  the 
Imperial  Yeomanry,  the  supply  of  which 
does  not  concern  the  War  Department. 
As  regards  the  supply  to  officers  on  join- 
ing the  Regular  Forces,  estimates  have 
been  received  from  Irish  firms  and  the 
lists  containing  them  will  be  circulated 
to  officers,  but  the  selection  of  a  tailor  is 
left  entirely  to  the  discretion  of  the 
officers. 

Locomotives  for  Canada. 
Mr.  REMNANT  (Finsbury,  Holborn)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  orders  have  recently 
been  received  by  a  Glasgow  firm  for  loco- 
motives for  Canada  ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
these  orders  have  been  secured  by  this 
country  on  account  of  the  Canadian  pre- 
ferential tariff. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for  the 
COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Bir- 
mingham, W) :  I  am  aware  that  orders 
have  been  recently  placed  in  Glasgow  for 
locomotives  for  Canada  and  I  am  informed 
by  the  managing  director  of  the  company 
which  obtained  the  order  that  they  could 
not  have  secured  it  but  for  the  operation 
of  the  preferential  tariff. 

Lord  Milner  and  the  Johannesburg  Press. 

Mr.   SWIFT   MACNEILL    (Donegal, 

S.) :  I  beg  to  ask   the  Secretary  of  State 

for   the   Colonies   whether  he    is   aware 
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that  shortly  before  his  visit  to  Johannes- 
burg the  editorial  staff  of  the  Johannes- 
burg Leader  were  dismissed  summarily 
at  the  request  of  Lord  Milner  for  attack- 
ing his  administration  in  the  Transvaal ; 
and,  if  so,  will  he  state  why  did  the  High 
Commissioner  of  South  Africa  interfere 
with  the  editorial  management  of  a 
Johannesburg  newspaper.  This,  I  may 
«ay,  is  not  a  "  put  up  "  question. 

Mr  J.  CHAMBERLAiN :  I  have  no 
information  on  the  subject,  but  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  hon.  Member  is 
misinformed  as  to  the  action  whioh  he 
attributes  to  Lord  Milner. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL:  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  inquire  of  Lord 
Milner — will  he  "  bother  him  ?  " 

MR.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  No,  Sir,  I 
do  not  think  it  is  necessary. 

Colonial  Import  Duties. 
MR.  ALFRED  DAVIES  (Carmarthen 
Boroughs) :  1  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he  will 
state  the  amounts  received  respec- 
tively by  our  colonies  from  duties  on 
imports  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
in  the  years  1882-1892  and  1902; 
and  also  from  duties  on  all  imports 
during  those  years. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  The  information  cannot  be 
given,  as  the  colonial  trade  returns  do 
not,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  distinguish 
the  amounts  of  duty  collected  on  imported 
goods  according  to  the  countries  from 
which  the  imports  were  received. 

Mb.  ALFRED  DAVIES:  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  say  when  I  can 
put  a  further  Question  1 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn 
Regis) :  Is  not  the  information  published 
in  the  Board  of  Trade  Returns? 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  1  think 
not. 


contemplate  the  despatch  of  a  Commis- 
sioner to  Tibet  with  a  view  to  arrange 
for  improved  trade  facilities  between  the 
two  countries. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  George  Hamilton, 
Middlesex,  Ealing) :  A  proposal  was  made 
last  year  by  the  Chinese  Government 
for  the  despatch  of  a  Chinese  Commis- 
sioner to  discuss  on  the  spot  certain 
questions  relating  to  the  frontier  and  to 
trade  between  Tibet  and  India.  The 
Government  of  India  contemplate,  and 
are  making  arrangements  for,  the 
despatch  of  British  Commissioners  to 
meet  the  Chinese  Commissioner  and  a 
representative  of  the  Dalai  Lama  of  Tibet 
to  discuss  the  pending  questions. 

Roads  to  the  Tibetan  Frontier. 
Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  if  he  will  state 
how  many  miles  of  road  have  been  sur- 
veyed and  how  many  constructed  be- 
tween Darjeeling  and  the  Tibetan 
frontier. 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON:  I  have 
no  information  that  any  new  roads  have 
been  surveyed  or  constructed  between 
Darjeeling  and  the  Tibetan  frontier,  but 
steps  have  been  taken  to  improve  the 
sections  of  the  existing  trade  routes 
nearest  to  Siliguri. 

In  answer  to  a  further  Question,  Lord 
George  Hamilton  said  the  trade  roads 
in  course  of  development  were  east  of 
Darjeeling.  He  could  not  say  whether 
arrangements  had  been  made  for  an 
extension  in  the  direction  of  Botham. 

Russian  Evacuation  of  Manchuria. 
The  MASTER  of  ELIBANK  (Edin- 
burgh, Midlothian) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  if  he  will  state  the  date  on  which 
Russia  undertook  to  evacuate  the  second 
section  of  Manchuria  and  the  treaty  port 
of  Newchwang,  and  what  is  being  done 
with  the  Customs  revenue  collected  at 
the  port. 


I 


>  Trade  with  Tibet.  ,  *The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of  STATE 

MR.   WEIR  (Ross  and    Cromarty) :  I  !  FOR  FOREIGN    AFFAIRS  (Lord  Cran 
beg  to   ask  the  Secretary  of   State  for    borne,  Rochester) :  By  Article  II.  ot  the 
Jnd  iawhether  the  Government  of  India    Russo-Chinese  Convention  of  8th  April| 
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1902,  Russia  undertook  to  evacuate  the 
second  section  of  Manchuria,  which 
includes  Newchwang,  by  8th  April,  1903. 
As  1  stated  on  the  30th  April, t  we  have 
been  informed  that  the  duties  collected  by 
the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs  at  New- 
chwang are  paid  into  the  Russo-Chinese 
Bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  Chinese 
Government  minus  the  monthly  amount 
required  for  the  support  of  the  Customs 
Office. 

Mecca  Pilgrims. 
Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
if  he  will  state  how  many  pilgrims  left 
Egypt  for  Mecca  on  the  occasion  of  the 
last  pilgrimage  and  the  last  but  one ;  and 
will  he  say  by  what  line  of  steamers 
they  were  required  to  travel. 

♦Lord  CRANBORNE :  1  am  afraid  I 
am  not  able  to  give  the  figures  for 
which  the  hem.  Gentleman  asks.  But 
on  this  subject  I  would  venture  to  refer 
him  to  Lord  Cromer's  Report  on  the 
subject  in  "  Egypt  No.  1  (1903)."    The 

fulgrims  are  required  to  travel  by  any 
ine  of  steamers  complying  with  certain 
conditions  laid  down  by  the  Egyptian 
Government. 

Mr.  WEIR :  With  the  result  that  the 
number  of  pilgrims  has  been  reduced  by 
thousands. 

Egypt. 
Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if 
he  will  state  whether  any  negotiations, 
understandings,  or  arrangements  have 
recently  been  entered  into  with  the 
European  Powers  in  regard  to  Egypt ; 
and,  if  so,  will  he  state  briefly  their 
character. 

♦Lord  CRANBORNE:  The  answer  is 
in  the  negative. 

German  Commercial  Treaty. 
Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  why  the 
promised  Papers  in  connection  with  the 
denunciation  of  the  Commercial  Treaty 
with  Germany  have  not  been  presented. 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  exxi.,  952. 


♦Lord  CRANBORNE:  The  Papers 
have  already  been  laid,  and  will  be  dis- 
tributed as  soon  as  possible.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  will  see  that  they  were  kept 
back  in  order  to  include  a  despatch  from 
the  German  Government,  which  was 
received  a  few  days  ago,  and  the  reply 
of  His  Majesty's  Government. 

MR.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  Are 
the  Papers  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
printers  ? 

♦Lord  CRANBORNE  :  Yes,  Sir. 

Income  Tax  Collections  in  Scotland. 
♦Mr.  M'CRAE  (Edinburgh,  K) :  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
amount  of  income  tax,  inhabited  house 
duty,  and  land  tax  outstanding  at  28th 
February,  1901,  for  that  financial  year 
amounted  in  England  to  £14,228,000,  and 
in  Scotland  to  £220,375,  representing  46 
per  cent,  and  7  per  cent,  respectively  of 
the  total  charge,  the  time  and  method  of 
collection  of  income  tax  will  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee  to  whom  the 
matter  of  income  tax  has  been  remitted  ; 
and  whether,  pending  the  result  of  inquiry 
England  and  Scotland  will  be  put  in  a 
position  of  equality  as  to  the  time  and 
method  of  collection  of  income  tax. 

♦The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) :  I 
cannot  admit  that  there  is  any  inequality, 
nor  do  I  think  that  Scotland  has  any 
grievance,  any  more  than  the  {persons  in 
England  who  pay  taxes  punctually  have 
a  grievance  as  compared  with  those  who 
pay  unpunctually. 

♦Mr.  M'CRAE :  May  I  point  out  that 
although  the  law  is  the  same,  it  is  enforced 
quite  differently  in  the  two  countries  t 

•Mr.  RITCHIE  :  It  would  be  highly  dan- 
gerous for  me  to  stop  the  zealous  manner 
in  which  those  in  Scotland  responsible  for 
the  collection  of  the  Revenue  act. 

Rebate  on  Glucose. 
Mr.  FLOWER  (Bradford,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  under 
the  Finance  Act,  1903,  Section  1  (4),  a 
rebate  of  10s.  a  ton  has  been  allowed  on 
glucose  imported  into  this  country  and 
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in  stock  on  30th  June  ultimo,  and  that 
a  similar  allowance  has  been  refused  by 
His  Majesty's  Customs  to  the  manu- 
facturers  of  glucose  in  this  country,  the 
reason  given  being  that  the  article  in 
question  is  not  in  the  same  condition  as 
the  raw  material  from  which  it  is  manu- 
factured, and  which  had  paid  duty  having 
undergone  transformation,  although 
malt,  the  analogous  transformation  pro- 
duct of  barley,  has  received  such  allow- 
ance, he  will  take  steps  to  place  British 
manufacturers  on  the  same  footing  as 
foreigners! 

♦Mr.  RITCHIE:  Malt  is  one  of  the 
articles  specifically  dutied  under  Section  1 
of  the  Finance  Act,  1902,  therefore  rebate  I 
of  duty  on  a  duty-paid  stock  of  it  could 
not  be  refused  under  Section  1  (4)  (a)  of 
the  Finance  Act,  1903.  Apart,  however, 
from  this  fact,  I  cannot  agree  that  the 
malting  of  barley  involves  a  chemical 
transformation  analogous  to  that  which 
takes  place  when  starch  is  converted  into 
glucose.  Importers  of  glucose  might  in 
any  case,  by  warehousing  it  in  bond,  have 
avoided  payment  of  the  duty.  On  the 
other  hand,  makers  of  glucose  in  this 
country  had  more  than  two  months 
notice  given  them  to  enable  them  to 
dispose  of  their  stocks  of  glucose  made 
from  dutiable  materials  before  the  duty 
ceased.  The  stock  of  home-made  glucose 
I  am  informed  is  very  small,  so  that  a 
remission  of  the  duty  does  not  involve 
any  considerable  sum  of  money,  but  the 
principle  is  highly  important,  and  I  do 
not  consider  that  I  should  be  justified  in 
extending  the  concession  already  made. 
I  would  again  point  out  that  the  excep- 
tional treatment  given  to  grain  was  with 
the  view  of  preventing  disturbance  in  the 
grain  trade  and  a  consequent  rise  in 
prices.  The  circumstances  in  connection 
with  the  manufacture  of  glucose  are  in  no 
way  comparable. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet) :  Do  I  understand  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  say  that  it  is  just  that  the 
home  producers  who  pay  rates  and 
taxes  should  be  treated  less  favourably 
than  foreigners  1 

♦MR.  RITCHIE:  I  have  explained  that 

imports  of  glucose  would,  in  any  case, 

have  escaped  the  duty.     As  a  matter  of 
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I  consideration  to  the  home  makers  we 
gave  them  two  months  in  which  to  get 
rid  of  their  stocks,  and  I  am  sure  the 
House  will  consider  that  this  was  ample. 

Mr.  FLOWER :  I  shall  draw  attention 
to  this  matter  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

Telegraphic  Delays  in  Scotland. 
Sir  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  if  he  will 
state  where  the  breakages  occurred 
during  the  gale  in  Scotland  on  Monday, 
6th  July,  in  the  telegraphic  communica- 
tion, ana  for  what  length  of  time  messages 
were  delayed  in  transmission  before 
communication  was  renewed. 

The  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Worcestershire, 
E.) :  On  the  6th  instant  a  large  tree 
was  blown  across  the  telegraph  line 
between  Chester  and  Eccleston,  break- 
ing twenty-two  wires,  and  a  similar 
accident  happened  to  the  line  between 
Lichfield  and  Stafford.  There  were 
minor  interruptions  all  along  the  lines 
caused  by  branches  .of  trees  in4  full 
foliage  being  blown  across  the  wires. 
The  maximum  delay  to  messages  was 
at  about  2.30  p.m. :  it  was  then  130 
minutes  to  Dundee,  110  minutes  to 
Glasgow  and  Aberdeen,  and  105  minutes 
to  Edinburgh.  By  6.30  the  delay  was 
reduced  to  half-an-hour. 

Ecclesiastical  Commissioners. 
Mr.  BRYNMOR  JONES  (Swansea 
District) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  West  Salf ord  if  he  will  state  how 
many  meetings  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners  were  held  in  the  years 
1901  and  1902  ;  what  was  the  number 
of  attendances  at  these  meetings  of  each 
Church  Estates  Commissioner  ;  was  the 
business  of  the  Commission  delayed  on 
any  and  how  many  occasions  owing  to 
the  fact  that  two  Church  Estates 
Commissioners  were  not  present. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  CHARITY 
COMMISSIONER  (Mr.  Lees  Knowles, 
Salford,  W.) :  The  numbers  of  meetings 
of  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  were 
in  1901  twenty-one,  and  in  1902  twenty- 
two;  of  the  Estates  Committee  in  1901 
thirty-five,  and  in  1902  thirty-four.     The 
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attendances  of  the  Church  Estates  Com- 
missioners at  these  meetings  were :  of 
the  First  Church  Estates  Commissioner 
in  1901  fifty-three,  and  in  1902  fifty-four; 
of  the  Second  Church  Estates  Com- 
'  missioner  in  1901  forty -one,  and  in  1902 
fifty  ;  of  the  Church  Estates  Commissioner 
appointed  by  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury in  1901  fifty  four,  and  in  1902  fifty- 
five.  There  has  not  during  the  period  m 
question  been  any  failure  of  a  meeting 
by  reason  of  the  non-attendance  of  the 
minimum  number  of  two  Church  Estates 
Commissioners. 

Scottish  County  Council  Clerks  as 
Election  Agents. 

Mr.  PIRIE :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  the  Government  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  recommending 
the  County  Councils  to  instruct  their 
clerks,  who  are  salaried  by  ratepayers 
holding  various  political  opinion^  to 
abstain  from  interference  in  politics, 
whether  in  a  paid  capacity  as  election 
agent,  or  not. 

♦The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire):  I  am 
unable  to  add  anything  to  the  reply 
given  to  the  hon.  Member  on  the  9th 
instant,  t 

Mr.  PIRIE :  If  the  practice  is  not  dis- 
continued I  shall  draw  attention  to  it 
next  year. 

Contempt  of  Court  in  Ireland. 
Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  K):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact 
that  a  man  named  John  McElligott  has 
been  lying  in  Dundalk  Gaol  for  two 
years  for  contempt  of  Court ;  whether  he 
can  state  what  is  the  nature  of  the 
charge  against  him ;  and  whether  he 
can  take  any  steps  with  a  view  to  secur- 
ing the  release  of  McElligott. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  :  The 
committal  was  for  contempt  on  a  writ  of 
attachment  issued  by  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls.  The  Executive  has  no  power  to 
intervene  in  the  matter.  The  Master  of 
•  the   Rolls   has  on  several    occasions   in- 

t  See  page  156. 


formed  the  prisoner  that  a  verbal  under- 
taking to  abstain  from  repeating  his 
contempt  will  be  followed  by  immediate 
release. 

Mp.  DILLON:  Suppose  evidence  is 
laid  before  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  this  prisoner  is  in  danger  of  losing 
his  mind  what  steps  can  be  taken  to 
procure  his  release  from  prison  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  was  understood  to 
say  that  the  medical  officers  would  have 
to  report  on  the  case  to  the  Prisons 
Board. 

Minister  and  the  Congested  Districts 
Board. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY  (Cork  Co.,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  a 
vacancy  exists  on  the  Congested  Districts 
Board;  and,  if  so,  seeing  that  the 
Province  of  Munster  is  unrepresent  d 
on  it,  will  he  consider  the  advisability  of 
giving  it  representation. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  There  is  no 
vacancy  at  present. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY :  When  a  vacancy 
arises  will  the  claims  of  Munster  be 
considered  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  whole  facts 
will  be  considered. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.):  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that 
numerous  public  boards  in  the  south  of 
Ireland  have  passed  resolutions  calling 
attention  to  the  fact  that  Munster  is  not 
represented  on  the  Board  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Kerry  has  very 
effective  representation  in  this  House. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  :  And  I  hope  to  make  it 
more  effective. 

Small  Farmers  Dwellings  Loans. 
Mr.  POWER  (Waterford,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  steps  will 
be  taken  to  enable  small  farmers  in 
Ireland  to  obtain  loans  at  3J  per  cent., 
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principal  and  interest  repayable  in  fifty 
years,  for  the  erection  of  dwellings  on 
their  holdings. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Legislation  would 
be  necessary  to  vary  the  conditions 
under  which  these  loans  are  at  present 
made.  If  legislation  should  hereafter  be 
proposed  dealing  with  the  question  of  Land 
Improvement  Loans  the  suggestion  of 
the  hon.  Member  will  be  considered. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) :  Is 
not  6  per  cent,  now  charged  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  6£  per  cent., 
principal  and  interest. 

Irish  Trials— Changes  of  Venue. 
Mr.  P.  J.  O'BRIEN  (Tipperary,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord   Lieutenant   of   Ireland,  on  what  j 
grounds    the    executive    applied   for  a  j 
special  jury  and  change  of  venue  under 
the  Criminal  Law  and   Procedure  Act 
in  the  case  against  Stapleton,  Delany, 
and  Carroll,  of  Borrisaleigh. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  Attorney- 
General  applied  for  a  change  of  venue 
and  for  a  special  jury,  on  the  ground 
that  a  more  fair  and  impartial  trial 
could  thus  be  obtained.  The  accused 
did  not  make  any  objection  to  the  change 
of  venue  as  they  were  entitled  by  law 
to  do. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  Was  any  notice  of 
the  motion  given  to  the  accused  ?  In 
view  of  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  said  as  to  the  desire  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  get  a  fair  and  impartial  jury,  is 
it  proposed  to  pack  a  jury  in  Cork  ? 

Mr.  P.  J.  O'BRIEN  :  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  a  fair  jury  could 
not  have  been  obtained  at  the  Nenagh 
Assizes  ? 

MR.  WYNDHAM  :  I  must  ask  for 
notice  of  further  Questions. 

Irish  Loan  Fund  Societies. 
Mr.  DILLON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  Bill  introduced  and  passed  by  the 
Government  in  1900,  dealing  with   the 


Loan  Fund  system,  contained  no  provision 
tending  to  secure  more  regular  and 
business-like  attention  to  their  duties  on 
the  part  of  the  treasurers  and  trustees  of 
the  Loan  Fund  Societies,  he  will  say 
whether  the  Bill  now  drafted  by  the 
Attorney-General  contains  any  such 
provisions. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  It  is  not  proposed 
at  this  period  of  the  session  to  introduce 
a  Bill  providing  for  a  reform  and  recon- 
struction of  the  Loan  Fund  system, 
desirable  as  that  may  be,  but  only  to 
remedy  an  error  into  which  Loan  Fund 
Societies  have  fallen  through  a  mistaken 
view  of  the  existing  law. 

Mr.  DILLON:  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  why  in  the  last  few  years 
no  effort  has  been  made  to  introduce  a 
BilUto  carry  out  the  continuously  made 
recommendations  of  the  Local  Loan 
Board? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  hon.  Member's 
own  experience  of  the  business  of  this 
House  will,  I  think,  supply  an  answer  to 
the  Question. 

Belmullet  and  Mallaranny  Steamers. 

Mr.  O'KELLY  (Mayo,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  state 
what  is  the  nature  of  the  inquiries 
he  is  making  in  connection  with  the 
steamer  service  between  Belmullet  and 
Mallaranny ;  and  whether  there  is  any 
intention  to  drop  the  scheme. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  am  engaged  in 
negotiations  with  the  Midland  and  Great 
Western  Railway  Company  in  this 
matter,  and  no  conclusion  has  yet  been 
arrived  at. 

[There  were  several  supplementary 
Questions  put  to  this  but  they  were 
quite  inaudible  in  the  Press  gallery.] 

Irish  Gun  Licences. 
Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
he  will  explain  why  Pat  Cournane,  Castle- 
maine,  County  Kerry,  has  been  refused 
a  licence  for  a  gun  by  the  resident  magis- 
trate; and  will  he  take  steps  to  secure 
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that  resident  magistrates  shall  not  with-  Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Yes,  I  understand 
hold  gun  licences  without  reasonable  that  all  difficulty  will  then  have  dis- 
cause.  appeared. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM:  On  the  7th  May  I 
explained  to  the  hon.  Member  the  reasons 
which  induced  the  resident  magistrate  to 
withhold  a  gun  licence  in  this  instance,  t 
The  suggestion  at  the  end  of  the  Question 
indicates  the  existing  practice.  Of  6,708 
applications  for  arms  licences  throughout 
Ireland  in  1902,  only  619,  or  9  per  cent., 
were  refused. 

Nenagh  Cottage  Scheme. 
Mr.  P.  J.  O'BRIEN:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  of  the  case  of  James  Quigley, 
labourer,  for  whom  the  Nenagh  Rural 
District  Council  applied  for  a  cottage 
and  an  acre  of  ground  in  their  Provisional 
Order  for  1902;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  proposed  site  was  thrown  out 
by  the  Local  Government  Inspector  at 
the  inquiry  held  in  April  of  that  year  on 
the  ground  of  want  of  water ;  that,  sub- 
sequently, the  labourer  having  got  per- 
mission from  a  neighbouring  farmer  to 
make  use  of  his  water  supply,  the 
Council  again  brought  the  matter  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  urging  Quigley's  claim,  his 
house  having  been  condemned  as  unsani- 
tary and  unfit  for  human  habitation ; 
that  the  Board  refused  to  make  the 
order,  alleging  that  the  owner  of  the  land 
might  have  other  grounds  of  objection 
though  none  was  raised  by  him  on  the 
inquiry  except  the  absence  of  water; 
and,  if  so,  will  he,  under  the  circum- 
stances, have  Quigley's  case  reconsidered. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  facts  are  as 
stated  in  the  first  part  of  the  Question. 
The  Local  Government  Board  informed 
the  District  Council  that  the  case  would 
be  sanctioned  provided  the  written  con- 
sents were  obtained  from  the  owner  and 
occupier  of  the  adjoining  holding,  to  the 
water  supply  on  which  it  was  stated 
Quigley  would  have  access.  These 
consents  have  not  yet  been  furnished. 

Mr.  P.  J.  O'BRIEN:  And  if  the 
consent  is  obtained  will  the  matter 
be  reconsidered  1 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  exxii.,  19. 


Grazing  Farms  in  Congested  Districts. 

Mr.  O'DOWD  (Sligo,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieuten- 
ant of  Ireland  whether  there  is  any 
provision  in  the  Irish  Land  Bill,  as 
amended,  which  proposes  to  deal  with 
the  question  of  those  grazing  farms 
situated  in  congested  districts  counties 
which  within  the  last  two  years  have 
been  purchased  by  money  advanced  by 
the  Land  Commission  to  non-residents  of 
these  districts,  who  use  them  exclusively 
for  grazing  purposes ;  and,  if  so,  what 
is  the  nature  of  such  provision. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  reply  to  this 
Question  is  in  the  negative.  It  is  not 
proposed  to  disturb  past  transactions 
entered  into  according  to  law. 

Public  Audits  in  Ireland. 
Mr.  LDNDON :  On  behalf  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  St.  Patrick  Division  of 
Dublin,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  whether,  seeing  that  a  per- 
manent audit  office  staff  is  established  at 
Devon  port,  any  public  inconvenience 
results  therefrom  in  the  way  of  exercis- 
ing direct  supervision  of  the  work  per 
formed,  and  of  personal  conference 
between  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor- 
I  General  and  the  officers  engaged  upon  it ; 
and,  if  not,  seeing  that  Devonport  is 
nearlv  as  far  from  London  as  Dublin, 
whether  he  is  prepared  to  make  arrange- 
ments to  have  a  similar  permanent  audit 
office  staff  in  Dublin. 

♦The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Elliot,  Durham): 
Public  inconvenience  undoubtedly  results 
from  the  impossibility  of  exercising  direct 
supervision  of  the  audit  work  performed 
at  Devonport  and  other  dockyards,  and 
from  the  absence  of  opportunity  for 
personal  conference  between  the  Comp- 
troller and  Auditor-General  and  the 
officers  engaged  upon  it.  But  it  would 
be  still  more  inconvenient  to  the  public 
service  to  remove  the  books  from  the 
dockyards  to  London. 

Mr.  LUNDON :  On  behalf  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  St.  Patrick  Division 
of    Dublin,  I  beg   to  ask  the  Secretary 
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to  the  Treasury  whether,  seeing  that 
less  than  £500  of  the  Exchequer  and 
Audit  Vote  is  expended  in  Ireland,  and 
that  it  is  found  to  be  in  the  interests 
of  the  public  service  to  have  an  audit 
office  staff  permanently  employed  at 
Devonport  Dockyard,  a  long  distance 
away  from  headquarters  in  London,  he 
is  prepared  to  make  arrangements  to 
have  a  proportionate  share  of  this  Vote 
spent  in  Ireland  by  establishing  a 
similar  permanent  audit  office  staff  in 
Dublin. 

*Mr.  ELLIOT:  For  the  reasons  stated  in 
reply  to  similar  Questions  on  the  29th 
June  last,t  it  is  not  proposed  to  establish 
a  permanent  audit  staff  in  Dublin. 

Irish  Savings  Bank  Accounts. 
Mr.  LUNDON :  On  behalf  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  St.  Patrick  Division  of 
Dublin,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether  he  would  state 
in  what  way  it  is  more  economical  and 
convenient  to  keep  the  Irish  Savings 
Bank  accounts  in  London,  considering 
the  time  it  takes  for  Irish  depositors  to 
communicate  with  London  and  receive 
replies  therefrom. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  It 
is  not  possible  to  go  fully  into  this 
matter  in  reply  to  a  Question;  but  I 
think  it  must  be  obvious  that,  by 
keeping  all  the  Savings  Bank  accounts 
of  the  United  Kingdom  at  one  central 
institution,  the  administration  is  made 
more  convenient  and  economical.  The 
delay  to  the  business  of  Irish  depositors 
involved  in  communication  with  London 
as  compared  with  Dublin  is  very 
slight. 

County  Cork  Postal  Arrangements. 
Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  Co.  E.): 
On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  S. 
E.  Cork,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  whether  he  will  establish  a  daily 
service  for  the  delivery  of  letters  in  the 
townlands  of  Dromovane,  Scraghan, 
Killowen  and  Tu  11  y glass,  Enniskeane, 
R.S.O.,  county  Cork,  as  the  present 
system  causes  much  inconvenience, 
letters  being  delivered  only  on  three 
days  in  the  week. 


t  See  (4)  Debates^  exxiv.,  797. 


MR.   AUSTEN    CHAMBERLAIN:    I 
will  make  inquiry  on  the  subject,  and 
communicate   the    result   to    the   hon 
Member  as  soon  as  possible. 

New  Naval  Base—Forth  and  Clyde  CanaL 

MR.  PIRIE :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether,  in  view 
of  the  importance  of  securing  a  com- 
mercial and  strategic  waterway  connect- 
ing the  West  of  Scotland  with  the  new 
naval  base  of  the  Firth  of  Forth,  and  of 
the  fact  that  it  is  not  at  present  intended 
to  devote  naval  funds  for  that  purpose, 
he  will  consider  the  desirability  of  exam- 
ining the  possibility  of  enlarging  the 
existing  Forth  and  Clyde  Canal  on 
the  lines  of  the  recently  executed  Kiel 
Canal,  and  of  publishing  a  report  as  to 
the  cost  and  time  required  for  the 
execution  of  such  a  work. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  of  the  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.):  I  ought  not 
to  pretend  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  or  to 
the  House  that  it  is  within  the  scope  of 
the  Admiralty  plan,  as  at  present 
arranged,  to  devote  public  money  to  such 
a  purpose  as  the  hon.  Member  suggests. 

Mr.  EUGENE  WASON  (Clackmannan 
and  Kinross):  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  be  prepared  to  guarantee 
interest  at  2£  per  cent,  if  the  money  was 
raised  privately  ? 

MR.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  That  is  a  Ques- 
tion which  should  be  addressed  to  my 
long-suffering  colleague  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer. 

Mr.  PIRIE:  I  think  the  right  horn 
Gentleman  misunderstood  my  Question » 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  distinctly  advocates  this 
expenditure  on  naval  strategical  grounds. 

Mr.  PIRIE :  And  commercial. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  But  mainly 
on  Admiralty  grounds,  and  the  cost 
would  therefore  have  to  be  defrayed  out 
of  Navy  Votes. 
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The  Fiscal  Inquiry. 
Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire, 
Rushcliffe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  whether  any  instructions 
have  been  or  are  intended  to  be  given 
by  the  Government  to  certain  01  the 
public  Departments  with  respect  to  in- 
formation to  be  supplied  by  them  in 
connection  with  the  inquiry  suggested 
into  fiscal  policy,  and,  in  that  case,  to 
what  Departments  have  such  instructions 
been  given ;  and  will  he  lay  their  terms 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  public 
Departments  chiefly  concerned  are,  as 
the  hon.  Gentleman  is  no  doubt  aware, 
the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Customs 
and  Inland  Revenue.  I  do  not  propose 
to  Jay  on  the  Table  of  the  House  the 
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Canada  to  the  mostfavoured-nation 
treatment  is  by  imposing  a  retaliatory 
duty  in  this  country. 

Mr.  A  J.  BALFOUR:  No,  Sir.  1 
haveno  Government  decision  to  announce 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  BLACK :  Do  the  Government 
then  repudiate  the  Colonial  Secretary  ? 

[No  reply  was  made.] 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 


♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean):  Is  there  any 
change  in  the  arrangements  for  Thurs- 
day] 


7f7  w"  "10    .a™  u;.  tllc  "Vu°°  *""       Mr.  A.  J.   BALFOUR:    The  Army 
details  of  any  instructions  which  may  I  „  . .      .        .„  ,  ^  .   ,  „,,        ,       * 

be  given  to  these  departments.  !  P*41!?**' W!U  be  teken  on  Thuraday  » 


i  departments. 


the  first;  Order. 


Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS:  May  I  ask  whether  Mr  SWIFT  MACNEILL:  Does  that 
any  instructions  have  already  been  mean  the  salary  of  the  Secretary  for 
given  1  War,  as  lam  anxious  to  discuss  him  1 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Some  instruc- 
tions have  been  given  and  no  doubt 
some  instructions  remain  to  be  given. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL:  Will  the 
clerks  get  paid  for  the  extra  labour 
involved? 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

I 
*MR.  SOAMES  (Norfolk,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the    First    Lord    of   the  Treasury ! 
whether  the  inquiry  into  the  fiscal  pro- ! 
posa's    of    the    Colonial   Secretary   has 
begun;  whether  it  is  expected  that  it 
will  be  concluded  before  the  end  of  the  j 
present  session;    whether  the  result  of 
the  inquiry    will   be  communicated  to 
Parliament  or  to  the  country;  and,  if 
so,  by  what  means. 

Mr.  A.  J.   BALFOUR :  As  the  hon. 
Member  is  well  aware,  the  inquiry  has 
begun ;  but  I  do  not  propose  to  suggest ! 
any   answer  to   the   second  and  third 
Questions. 

Mr.  BLACK  (Banffshire) :  I  wish  to 
ask  whether  the  Government  has  come 
to  a  decision  that  the  only  effective 
method  of  causing  Germany  to  restore 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Yes. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  May  I  ask 
whether  the  Sugar  Convention  Bill  and 
the  South  African  Loan  Bill  will  be 
taken  this  week  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  see  no  proba- 
bility, or  the  least  possibility,  of  their 
being  taken  this  week. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  (Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield) :  Will  the  Colonial  Secretary's 
Vote  be  put  down  this  week  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
when  the  Military  Works  Bill  will  be 
taken. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  think  it  very 
unlikely  that  the  Bill  will  come  on  in 
the  present  week,  but  I  must  not  be 
precluded  taking  it  if  opportunity  unex- 
pectedly offers. 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  seeing  that  on  the 
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la.*t  two  days  when  Scottish  Votes  were 
placed  on  the  Paper  only  eight  minutes 
before  midnight  were  available  for  their 
discussion  on  one  day  and  only  six 
minutes  before  midnight  on  the  other, 
will  he  state  when  an  opportunity  will 
be  afforded  for  discussing  the  Vote  for 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  and  other 
Scottish  Votes. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  If  time  allows, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  put  down  the  Vote  in 
which  the  hon.  Member  is  interested, 
but  I  cannot  absolutely  promise  to  find 
time  for  the  discussion. 

PORT  OF  LONDON  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments,  from  the 
Joint  Committee,  with  Minutes  of  Evid- 
ence. Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  printed.  Bill,  as  amended  in  the 
Joint  Committee,  re-committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  for  Wednes- 
day, and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  274.] 

PREVENTION  OF  CORRUPTION  BILL. 
[Lords.] 

Reported,  with  Amendments,  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Law,  etc.  Re- 
port to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.  [No.  253] ;  Minutes  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Standing  Committee  to 
be  printed  [No.  253].  Bill,  as  amended 
(in  the  Standing  Committee),  to  be  con- 
sidered To-morrow,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  275.] 

POOR  PRISONERS'  DEFENCE  BILL. 

Special  Report  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee brought  up  and  read.  Special 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  254.] 

LICENSING  ACTS  (SCOTLAND)  CON- 
SOLIDATION AND  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee), considered. 

Clause  (Forfeiture  of  Excise  licences 
in  certain  cases — ) 

"In  Part  III.,  to  move  the  following 
clause — '  Every  holder  of  an  Excise  licence 
for  the  sale  of  excisable  liquor  obtained 
without  the  production  of  a  certificate  from  a 
licensing  Court,  who  shall  be  guilty  of  an 
offence  against  the  provisions  of  the  sections 
of  ^this  Act,  whereof  the  marginal  notes  are 
respectively  ••  Distribution  of  liquor  from 
▼ana,"  "  Penalties  for  selling  without  certi- 
ficate," "  Penalty  for  selling  spirits  or  traffick- 


ing in  excisable  liquors  without  certificate,"  and 
"  Penalty  for  hawking  excisable  liquors," 
or  any  of  such  provisions,  shall,  on  conviction 
thereof,  forfeit  such  licence,  and  shall  be 
incapable  of  obtaining  or  holding  such  licence 
for  a  period  of  two  years  from  the  date  of  such 
conviction,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
clerk  of  the  convicting  Court  to  transmit 
forthwith  to  the  Commissioners  of  Inland 
Revenue  the  particulars  of  any  such  convic- 
tion/ "— (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 


Mr.  CROMBIE  (Kincardineshire)  said 
the  subject  matter  of  this  clause  had 
been  dealt  with  in  another  clause  in 
the  Bill,  which  left  it  in  the  hands 
of  the  magistrates,  so  that  he  knew 
there  were  some  objections,  and  he 
had  consequently  put  down  a  clause 
placing  the  question  in  the  hands  of  the 
sheriffs.  He  would  like  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  evils  which 
it  was  desired  to  deal  with.  He  had  in 
his  hand  a  letter  from  the  Chief  Constable 
of  Dumbarton  describing  the  evils  which 
existed,  largely  in  consequence  of  a  trade 
that  was  established  solely  for  the  con- 
venience of  colonies  of  navvies  en- 
gaged in  railway  construction.  The  Lord 
Advocate  had  described  the  evil  as  a 
small  one,  but  it  was  likely  to  grow.  So 
long  as  it  was  possible  to  do  so  by  the 
establishment  or  bogus  clubs,  persons 
avoided  compliance  with  the  ordinary 
licensing  laws  of  the  country.  Happily, 
the  Bill  would  destroy  that  evil,  and  these 
persons  were  now  being  driven  to  seek 
their  undesirable  objects  by  other  means, 
one  of  which  was  the  utilisation  of  these 
Excise  licences.  Ordinary  penalties  were 
not  in  his  opinion  sufficient  for  offences 
in  these  cases,  and  he  would  therefore 
like  to  see  the  power  of  forfeiture  con- 
ferred. That  would  be  one  of  the  most 
effective  means  of  puttingdown  shebeening, 
and  if  the  clause  were  read  a  second  time 
he  would  move  the  insertion  of  words  to 
secure  that  object. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CROMBIE  said  he  would  now 
move  the  Amendment  he  had  indicated, 
and  he  might  explain  that  he  had  taken 
the  words    from   the  certificate  in  the 


4 1 9       Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)       { COMMONS } 

schedule  of  the  Bill  which  was  enforced 
on  holders  of  licences  who  came  before 
the  magistrates. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

'*  In  line  8,  after  the  word  •provisions'  to  in- 
sert the  words '  or  of  knowingly  permitting  any 
breach  of  the  peace,  or  riotous  or  disorderly  con- 
duct within  his  premises,  or  selling  or  supplying 
excisable  liquors  to  persons  who  are  in  a  state  of 
intoxication,  or  selling  or  giving  out  the  same 


toxication,  or  selling  or  giv 
i  Sunday.'"— (Mr.  Crombie. 


Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire):  I  am 
perfectly  willing  to  insert  the  words, 
although  I  do  not  believe  they  are  neces- 
sary. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  added  to  the  Bill 

Clause  (Police  to  report  offences) — 

** In  Part  VI.,  insert  the  following  clause: 
— '  A  chief  officer  of  police  shall,  without 
undue  delay,  report  to  the  procurator 
fiscal  or  other  party  by  this  Act  directed  to 
prosecute  offenders  all  offences  committed 
against  this  Act  coming  to  his  knowledge,  and 
shall  at  all  times  use  the  means  within  his 
control  for  the  detection  and,  when  necessary, 
the  apprehension  of  all  offenders.'  "—(The Lord 
Advocate.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  and 
second  time  and  added  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  CROMBIE,  in  moving  the  Second 
Heading  of  the  new  clause  which  stood 
in  his  name,  explained  that  the  result  of 
the  divisions  upon  it  in  Committee  was  a 
tie,  and  but  for  the  absence  of  one  hon. 
Member  who  had  promised  to  support  it, 
it  would  have  been  carried.  It  could 
not,  therefore,  be  suggested  that  he  was 
pursuing  an  obstructive  policy  in  this 
matter.  This  was  one  of  the  few  points 
which  both  the  Majority  and  Minority 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  recom- 
mended. No  doubt  there  was  great 
difficulty  in  regulating  the  opening  and 
closing  of  licensed  premises  by  reason  of 
the  existence  of  grocers'  licences.  They 
could  not  force  a  grocer  to  close  his  whole 
shop  without  inflicting  great  injustice 
upon  him  by  preventing  him  selling  pro- 
visions, while,  if  only  one  department  of 
his  premises  was  closed,  the  police  had 

Mr.  Crombie. 
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no  guarantee  that  the  law  was  strictly 
observed.  He  hoped  that  the  Lord 
Advocate  would  accept  the  clause. 


Clause  (No  new  grocers'  licences  to  be 
granted) — 

"After  the  passing  of  this  Act  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  the  licensing  authority  of  any 
burgh  or  county  or  district  of  a  counly  to  grant 
any  new  certificate  for  the  sale  of  spirits,  wine, 
beer,  or  other  excisable  liquors  to  any  grocer 
or  provision  dealer,  except  in  premises  ex- 
clusively used  for  the  sale  of  excisable 
liquors.  — (Mr.  Crombie.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  he 
did  not  for  one  moment  complain  of  the 
action  of  the  hon.  Member  in  bringing 
this  clause  forward  again,  but  he  could 
only  repeat  the  arguments  which  he 
used  successfully — though  with  a  very 
narrow  majority  in  his  favour — before 
the  Committee.  There  might,  of  course, 
be  something  to  be  said  on  the  question 
of  the  entire  separation  of  the  trades, 
but  it  should,  in  his  opinion,  be  brought 
about  by  a  general  enactment.  This  clause 
would  create  a  monopoly  in  favour  of 
existing  grocers'  licences  which  would 
grow  in  value  year  by  year.  It  would 
be  a  sort  of  tontine  in  favour  of  present 
licensed  grocers,  and  future  licence- 
holders  would  be  penalised  by  having 
to  compete  in  the  trade  under  entirely 
different  conditions.  He  doubted  if  public 
opinion  was  yet  ripe  for  such  a  change  in 
the  law. 

Sir  ROBERT  REID  (Dumfries  Burghs) 
said  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  prac- 
tically admitted  that  an  evil  existed  by 
reason  of  premises  not  being  exclusively 
used  for  the  sale  of  excisable  liquors — 

Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  I 
admitted  the  fact,  but  I  do  not  admit 
it  is  an  evil. 

Sir  ROBERT  REID  said  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  suggested  there  was  a 
good  deal  to  be  said  in  favour  of 
separation,  and  told  them  the  subject 
was  one  which  should  be  dealt  with  in 
a  general  enactment,  although  he  was 
not  prepared  himself  to  take  it  in  hand 
Undoubtedly  there  was  an   evil   which 
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ought  to  be  remedied.  He  dissented 
from  the  view  that  the  acceptance  of 
the  Amendment  would  establish  a  sort 
of  tontine  in  favour  of  existing  licence- 
holders.  It  would  not  prevent  the  grant 
of  fresh  licences,  however ;  it  would  only 
provide  that  new  licences  should  be 
granted  under  circumstances  in  which 
the  trade  could  be  more  satisfactorily 
carried  on.  It  was  to  his  mind  a  great 
pity — in  view  of  the  fact  that  both  the 


Minority  and  Majority  Report  were  in 
favour  of  this  proposal— that  this  oppor- 
tunity of  dealing  with  it  should  not  be 
taken  advantage  of,  seeing  that  no  single 
vested  interest  would  be  prejudicially 
affected. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  64 ;  Noes, 
102.     (Division  List  No.  142.) 


Asher,  Alexander 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Black,  Alexander  William 
Bryce,  Right  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Burt,  Thomas 
Boston    Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
Gampbell-Bannerman,   Sir  H. 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  {Glasg.) 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter  (Lanark 
Crooks,  William 
Daviea,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Davies,M.  Vaughan-  (Cardigan 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (Maidstone) 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. 


AYES. 

Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Furness,  Sir  Christopher 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  H 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristly  E. 
Hutchinson,  Dr.  Chas.  Fredk. 
Jones,  David  B.  (Swansea) 
Jones,  Win.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Langley,  Batty 

Lawson,Sir  Wilfrid  ( Cornwall) 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Accrington) 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Kemna,  Reginald 
M'Laren,  Sir  Charles  Benj. 
Markham,  Arthur   Basil 
Morgan,  J.Lloyd  (Carmarthen 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Reid.SirR.  Threshie(Z>Mfw/ra*. 


Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 

Russell,  T.  W. 

Sinclair,  John  (h orfarshire) 

Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 

Spear,  John  Ward 

Stewart.SirMarkJ.M'Taggart 

Sullivan,  Donal 

Thomas,  Sir  A.(Glamorgan,E. 

Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 

TJre,  Alexander 

Wallace,  Robert 

Walton,  Joseph  (Bamtley) 

Warner,  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 

Waeon,  E.  (Clackmannan) 

Wason,  J.  Cathcart  (Orkney) 

Weir,  James  Galloway 

White,  Luke,  (York,  E.  R.) 

Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes-- 
Mr.  Crombie  and  Sir 
John  Leng. 


NOES. 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (ManW) 
Balfour,  Rt,  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Bentinck.  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bowles, T.  Gibson  (Lynn  Regh) 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Campbell,  Rt.  Hn  J  A  (Glasg. 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.  ( Derbyshire 
Chamberlain,  Rt  Hon  J  (Birm 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  HnJ.  A(  Wore 
Chapman,  Edward 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
dive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hn.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coffh31,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Denny,  Colonel 

Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 


Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wmgfield- 
Dimsdale,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Jos.  C. 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fergusson,Rt  Hn. Sir  J. (Man'r 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster, PhilipS.(  Warwick^.  W 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gibbs,HnA.G.H(tfty  of  Land 
Gibbs,  Hn.  Vicary  (St.  Albans 
Gordon, Maj  Evans (Tr.  WmVU 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gretton,  John 

Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hamilton,RtHnLordG(Jftc?cTa; 
Heath,  J  Ames  (Stafford*.  N.  W. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fred 
Johnstone,   Heywood 


Kerr,  John 

Law,  Andrew  Bonar  \Glasgow 
Lawson,  JohnGrant(  Yorks.N  B 
Legge*  Gol.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,FrederickN.S. 
Long,  Col.  Chas.  WAEvesham 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Bristol,  S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft 
Lundon,  W. 

MlIveT,SirLewiB(Edinburgh  W 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,RtHn  A.  Graham(lto£e 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tippcrary,  N.) 
O'Dowd,  John 

O'Kelly,   Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
Pease,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powoll,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Redmond,  Jn.  E.  (Waterford) 
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Wordey-Taylor,  Hry.  Wikon 
Wyndham,  Kt.  Hon.  George 
Young,  Samuel 


Remnant    Jas.  Farqnharson 
Ritchie,  Kt.  Hn'.  C.  Thomson 
Roberta,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  8topford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,M.  H.  (Renfrew) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 


Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanark*.) 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  {Chichester) 
Taylor,  Austin  (Eaet  Toxteth) 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,Rt.Hn.SirWilliamH. 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Wilson,  John  (Falbirl) 
Wilson  John  (Glasgow) 


Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Fellowes. 


♦Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  (Leith 
Burghs)  said  he  should  not  have  moved 
this  new  clause  if  the  Bill  stood  in  the 
form  in  which  it  le  t  the  Committee 
upstairs.  Some  important  Amendments 
had  been  made  in  it,  and  if  the  Lord 
Advocate  persisted  they  would  be  obliged 
to  press  this  point  home.  He  should 
have  very  much  preferred  that  the  Bill 
should  have  remained  as  it  stood  and 
that  the  Lord  Advocate  should  have 
kept  to  it.  This  was  a  clause  to  check 
solicitation.  The  Lord  Advocate  claimed 
a  right  that  the  justices  should  ex- 
press their  own  opinion  for  and  against 
this  or  that  application  for  a  licence. 
Courts  dealing  with  this  question  should 
be  left  alone,  and  if  they  were  not  left 
alone  they  could  no  longer  be  Courts. 
He  did  not  think  by  his  proposal  that  he 
was  taking  an  exaggerated  view  of  this 
matter  because  it  was  an  acknowledged 
grievance  all  over  the  country.  He 
begged  to  move. 

Clause  (Canvassing) — 

"  Any  person  canvassing  any  member  of  the 
licensing  authority  for  a  licence  shall,  on 
summary  conviction  before  the  sheriff,  be  liable 
to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  £100.M —(Mr.  Munro 
Ferguson. ) 

Brought  up  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  he 
objected  to  this  clause  because  it  was 
practically  unworkable.  He  thought 
the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  sitting 
near  him  would  agree  that  they  would 
be  placed  in  a  terrible  quandary  if  they 
had  to  institute  prosecutions  under  a 
clause  like  this. 

Sir  ROBERT  REID  said  he  was  very 
sorry    that     the    Lord    Advocate     had 


refused  to  accept  this  proposal.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  used  upon 
this  point  the  authority  of  the  Minority 
and  Majority  Report,  but  those  Reports 
did  not  say  that  this  was  a  bad  clause, 
and  they  only  expressed  the  opinion 
that  it  might  not  be  workable.  They 
gave  no  authority  on  the  question  of 
principle,  and  all  they  did  was  to  express 
an  opinion  as  to  the  practicability  of  the 
clause  being  carried  out.  He  suggested 
that  the  difficulty  might  be  met  by 
inserting  the  word  "soliciting  "  instead 
of  u  canvassing."  There  could  be  no» 
difficulty  if  they  made  it  read  "any 
person  soliciting  any  member  of  a 
licensing  authority  for  a  licence." 
Common-sense  told  them  that  if  they 
used  an  apt  word  like  "  soliciting"  there 
could  be  no  doubt  about  it.  It  did  not 
sgnify  whether  they  regarded  the 
authority  of  the  magistrates  as  being 
magisterial  or  judicial.  The  fact  was 
that  they  ought  to  act  impartially  and 
in  the  interests  of  the  public.  To  tell 
him  that  the  scandal  of  perpetual  solicita- 
tion on  the  part  of  those  who  wanted 
licences  or  on  the  part  of  those  who 
wanted  to  oppose  them  could  not  le 
stopped  was  really  taking  a  little  liberty 
with  one's  intelligence.  He  submitted 
that  it  was  perfectly  easy  to  do  this,  and 
he  hoped  the  Lord  Advocate  would  agree 
to  omit  the  word  "  canvassing "  and 
insert  u  soliciting." 


Mr.  GALLOWAY  (Manchester,  S.W.) 
said  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Dumfries  Burghs  had  stated  that  it 
was  a  scandal  that  persons  should  canvas 
any  member  of  the  licensing  authority 
for  a^licence.  The  logic  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman's  argument  was  that 
if  it  was  wrong  to  solicit  for  a  licence 
it  was  equally  wrong  to  solicit  against 
it.  That  contention  was  admitted  by 
the    hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  but 
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the  hon.  Member  who  moved  the  clause 
did  not  admit  it,  nor  did  he  think  of  it 
when  he  moved  the  clause. 

♦Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  said  he 
accepted  that  in  Grand  Committee. 

MR.  GALLOWAY  said  that  made  the 
case  all  the  worse.  If  the  hon.  Member 
accepted  that  contention  in  Grand  Com- 
mittee why  did  he  not  put  it  in  the 
clause  on  the  Notice  Paper  of  the  House 
of  Commons  ?  He  himself  should  be 
very  glad  to  see  the  suggestion  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  carried  out 
so  that  it  should  be  made  equally 
punishable  for  people  to  canvass  either 
for  or  against  a  licence. 

SIR  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N.E.)  said  that  in  times  past  he  would 
have  had  more  sympathy  with  the 
Amendment  proposed  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Leith.  The  practice  of  canvass 
ing  had  been  a  very  great  nuisance.  The 
case  would  now  be  considerably  altered 
when  the  licensing  duties  were  entrusted 
t"  a  select  body  composed  equally  of 
members  of  the  County  Council  and  of 
county  magistrates.  It  that  body  were 
well  selected,  and  if  they  felt  their 
personal  responsibility,  the  House  might 
fevl  more  confidence  that  they  would 
not  be  open  to  those  private  influences 
to  which,  in  too  numerous  instances,  the 
county  magistrates  had  been  open  hither- 
to. While  sympathising  very  much  with 
the  grounds  of  the  proposal  he  did  not 
think  the  clause  necessary  in  view  of  the 
alt',  red  position  of  affairs. 

Sir  MARKSTEWART(Kirkcudbright- 
aliire)  said  he  could  not  forget  that  this 
was    a  Scotch  Bill,  and  that  it  had   no- 
thing to  do  with  the  law  in  England.   It 
might  be  said  if  one  measure  was  passed 
for  Scotland,   English    Members  migh 
feel    that     some  day  similar  legislation 
would  be  proposed  for  England.    He  was 
anxious    to   see    some    words    inserted 
which   would   prevent  solicitation.      It  | 
w<;s  notorious  that  a  great  deal  was  done  j 
in  that  way — he  did  not  say  with  what 
effect  on  the  magistrates.    He  was  per-  i 
fectly  satisfied,  from  reports  which   had  I 
reached   him,  that  there   were  persons 
unhappily  to  be  found  in  Scotland  who  j 
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would  offer  inducements  to  magistrates 
one  way  or  another,  and  he  therefore 
appealed  to  his  right  hon.  friend 
the  Lord  Advocate  to  insert  words 
which  would  prevent  the  offering 
of  these  inducements.  It  was  a 
very  reasonable  suggestion  and  he  was 
satisfied  that  it  had  the  support  of  a 
large  majority  of  Scotch  Members. 

Sir  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee)  said  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
North-East  Manchester  seemed  to  think 
that  because  the  members  of  the  Court 
were  to  be  reduced  the  evil  which  had 
hitherto  existed  would  not  be  continued, 
or,  at  all  events,  would  not  be  so  badly 
felt.  He  feared  it  would  only  concen- 
trate on  the  lesser  number  what 
both  burgh  magistrates  and  county 
magistrates  had  hitherto  felt  to  be  an 
intolerable  nuisance.  For  a  week  or  a 
fortnight  before  the  Courts  were  held 
those  who  desired  to  have  licences,  and 
those  who  were  afraid  of  having  their 
licences  withdrawn  from  them,  spent 
their  days  and  nights  in  canvassing  the 
burgh  and  county  magistrates.  It  was 
because  this  clause  was  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  an  intolerable  nuisance  that  he 
would  give  it  his  hearty  support. 

Mr.  GROVES  (Salford,  S.)  said  the 
practice  of  canvassing  had  been  for 
years  an  unmitigated  and  intolerable 
nuisance.  He  knew  a  case  where  the 
magistrates  had  been  whipped  up  to 
oppose  the  confirmation  of  a  licence. 
One  of  the  magistrates  had  expressed  his 
shame  and  sorrow  to  him  that  he  allowed 
himself  to  be  pledged  before  the  case 
came  before  the  Court,  and  added  that  if 
he  had  gone  into  Court  unpledged  against 
the  licence  he  would  certainly,  on  the 
merits,  have  voted  for  the  confirmation 
of  the  licence.  In  framing  new  licensing 
laws  it  was  very  necessary  that  this  long 
continued  evil  should  be  stopped  once 
and  for  all. 

Mr.  WALLACE  (Perth)  said  it  did 
seem  a  remarkable  thing  if,  when  both 
sides  of  the  House  were  practically  at 
one  on  this  matter,  they  could  not  frame 
a  clause  to  give  effect  to  what  they 
desired.  None  of  them  were  wedded  to 
the  particular  words  of  the  Amendment 
before  the  House.    They  did  not  want  a 
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one-sided  clause  forbidding  canvassing 
for,  and  allowing  it  against,  licences. 
His  hon.  friend  was  willing  to  accept 
such  an  alteration  of  the  clause  as  the 
Lord  Advocate  might  desire  to  cover 
both  cases,  and  it  would  be  an  extra- 
ordinary thing  if  the  House  were  to 
reject  this  clause  because  of  the  form  in 
which  it  stood.  He  suggested  that  the 
Lord  Advocate  should  insert  words  to 
carry  out  the  intention  which  had  been 
indicated  by  hon.  Members.  The  practice 
of  canvassing  was  a  growing  evil  and  a 
scandal  in  Scotland,  and  now  that  the 
licensing  bodies  were  to  be  more  re 
stricted  in  number  than  before  it  would 
be  more  easy  to  canvass. 

Sib  LEWIS  M'lVER  (Edinburgh, 
W.)  said  this  growing  evil  was  one  which 
the  Scotch  people  deprecated,  and  it  ought 
not  to  be  beyond  the  power  of  the  House 
to  frame  a  clause  to  deal  with  it.  He 
would  gladly  leave  the  Lord  Advocate 
to  find  woras  for  the  purpose.  It  was 
not  only  in  the  matter  of  licences,  but  in 
other  things,  that  this  practice  of  what  he 
could  only  call  dishonest  canvassing  and 
soliciting  went  on,  and  every  method 
that  could  be  introduced  to  suppress  the 
growing  impurity  ought  to  be  welcomed 
by  such  an  Assembly  as  this. 

Sir  H.   CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 

(Stirling  Burghs)  said  the  Lord  Advocate 
must  have  been  impressed  by  the  unani 
mity  on  this  subject  not  only  of  Scotch, 
but  of  English,  Members  who  had  spoken. 
It  seemed  to  be  a  matter  which  could  be 
easily  adjusted  by  a  little  alteration  of 
the  words  of  the  proposed  clause.  He 
suggested  that  it  should  be  altered  to 
read  in  this  way.  "  Any  person  soliciting 
any  member  of  the  licensing  authority  in 
respect  of  any  application  for  a  licence 
shall,  on  summary  conviction  before  the 
sheriff,  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceed- 
ing £100."  General  words  of  that 
kind  would  cover  the  whole  object 
expressed  by  speaker  after  speaker.  He 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
see  his  way  to  accept  some  such  solution. 

Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  he 
had  no  right  to  speak  again  except  by 
leave  of  the  House.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  proposed  to  insert  the  word 
" soliciting      instead    of     "canvassing." 

Mr.  Wallace. 


One  could  understand  what  was  meant 
by  soliciting  for  a  licence,  but  it  would 
be  argued  on  the  other  side  that  they 
could  not  solicit  against  a  licence.  There- 
fore, while  hon.  Members  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  were  quite  willing, 
frankly  and  honestly,  to  insert  words 
like  those  proposed,  the  two  sides  would 
not  be  equal.  Many  people  were  actuated 
— he  was  not  saying  a  word  against  the 
perfect  integrity  of  their  views — by  the 
notion  that  they  were  fulfilling  a  high 
duty  when  as  temperance  reformers  they 
were  doing  their  best  to  prevent  particu- 
lar licences  being  granted.  They  did 
so  on  general  principles  and  not  because 
they  had  anything  to  say  against 
A.  or  B.  Were  hon.  Members  who 
were  anxious  to  have  the  clause  made 
applicable  to  both  sides  prepared  to 
put  under  £100  penalty  every  temper- 
ance reformer  who  did  what  he  could 
with  a  licensing  authority  to  prevent 
them  from  granting  any  more  licences  1 
[Cries  of  "Yes."]  If  so,  they  were  pre- 
pared to  go  a  great  deal  farther  than 
he  had  ever  heard  them  confess  before. 
Should  they  make  the  clause  more 
stringent  still  and  say  that  every  person 
who  spoke  to  a  member  of  a  licensing 
authority  on  the  subject  of  a  licence 
should  be  liable  to  £100  penalty  ?  People 
got  information  from  what  was  said  to 
them  by  other  people,  and  if  a  member 
of  a  licensing  authority  was  not  to  be 
allowed  to  commune  with  anybody  at  all 
on  the  question  of  what  licences  should 
or  should  not  be  granted,  without  making 
that  person  liable  to  a  penalty,  they 
ought  to  have  a  Licensing  Court  of 
Trappists  who  could  not  talk  to  anybody. 
The  matter  was  fraught  with  difficulty. 
It  was  not  that  he  had  no  sympathy 
with  the  idea  which  had  been  expressed, 
but  he  honestly  thought  that  the  altera- 
tion they  were  making  in  the  Court,  in 
having  it  a  small  body  who  were  not  like 
the  old  body  that  could  be  whipped  up 
from  all  parts  of  the  country,  would  '  e 
the  real  solution  of  the  difficulty.  He 
would  have  been  perfectly  willing  to 
accept  a  clause  on  the  question  of  bribery, 
because,  although  personally  he  thought 
bribery  was  always  an  offence,  there  was 
a  decision  that  pointed  the  other  way. 
He  should  have  been  glad  to  make  it 
clear  by  Act  of  Parliament.  He  did 
think  that  on  the  whole  it  was  safer  not 
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to  accept  the  clause  proposed  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Leith,  but  to  trust  to  the 
ordinary  amelioration  of  the  position  that 
would  take  place  in  there  being  a  small 
and  well-defined  Court  instead  of  a  large 
body  of  justices  who  could  be  whipped  up. 

Mr.  PIKE  PEASE  (Darlington)  said 
he  was  very  sorry  at  the  decision 
to  which  the  Lord  Advocate  had 
come.  It  appeared  to  him  that  a 
licensing  magistrate  was  in  much  the 
same  position  as  a  Judge,  and  that  they 
ought  to  endeavour  to  prevent  anyone 
buying  up  his  judgment — for  that  was 
what  it  came  to.  He  thought  that  the 
Government  should  be  able  to  find  some 
words  which  would  express  the  unani- 
mous wish. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfar)  said  it 
was  difficult  for  a  layman  to  contest  with 
the  Lord  Advocate  on  a  point  of 
law  or  a  definition  of  terms.  Very  few 
of  them  but  had  had  practical  experience 
of  this  canvassing,  and  there  seemed  to 
be  a  unanimous  opinion  on  all  sides  of 
the  House  that  something  should  be 
done  in  the  matter.  If  the  clause  passed 
its  Second  Reading  he  proposed  to  amend 
it  by  inserting  the  words  suggested  to 
the  Lord  Advocate  by  his  right 
hon.  friend — "  Any  person  soliciting 
any  member  of  the  licensing  authority 
in  respect  of  any  application  for  a  licence 
shall,"  etc. 

Mr.  PARKER  SMITH  (Lanarkshire, 
Partick)  said  that  it  would  be  ex- 
ceedingly hard  to  draw  the  line  between 
what  was  a  perfectly  legitimate  giving 
of  information  and  what  was  soliciting. 
He  thought  that  any  man  sitting  in  a 
Licensing  Court,  who  respected  himself, 
would  be  perfectly  able  to  protect  him- 
self against  private  solicitation.  When, 
by  the  force  of  logic,  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  said  that  they  were  willing  to 
do  as  much  on  one  side  as  on  the  other, 
was  it  conceivable  to  imagine  that  they 
were  going  to  make  a  man  pay  a  penalty 
of  £100  who  in  any  way  expressed  him- 
self against  the  granting  of  a  particular 
licence  1  He  lived  in  a  village  where 
there  was  no  licensed  house  at  all,  and 
he  did  not  want  one,  and  was  he  not  to 
be  free  to  say  to  a  licensing  magistrate, 
if    he   happened     to    meet   him — "  The 


village  is  going  on  admirably  without  a 
licensed  house,  and  I  do  not  want  one  ?  " 
Was  he  to  be  open  to  a  penalty  of  £100 
for  passing  that  remark  ?  He  should  be 
surprised  if  the  temperance  party 
throughout  Scotland  accepted  that 
position,  and  did  not  use  very  strong 
expressions  against  limiting  freedom  of 
conversation  outside  the  Licensing 
Court. 

♦Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Falkirk  Burghs) 
said  that  as  an  employer,  having  a 
considerable  experience  on  questions 
connected  with  licensing,  he  had  long 
opposed  licences  being  granted  for  houses 
near  public  works,  where  they  were  a 
very  serious  source  of  danger.  Two 
years  ago  a  firm  of  publicans  took  him 
into  Court,  at  an  ultimate  cost  of  £200, 
simply  because  he  had  spoken  to  some  of 
his  brother  magistrates  against  granting 
a  licence  near  his  collieries.  It  was  all 
very  well  to  talk  about  temperance  re- 
formers with  biased  minds,  but  that  was 
what  happened  to  an  employer  who 
opposed  the  granting  of  a  licence  for  the 
benefit  of  his  workmen,  who  themselves 
were  all  against  the  licence.  He  would 
not  be  inclined  to  support  the  equiva- 
lent ;  though  he  wasquite  willing  toaccept 
the  proposal  that  a  publican  who  was 
interested  in  getting  a  licence  should  be 
punished  for  soliciting  a  licensing  magis- 
trate. It  was  the  pecuniary  interest  of  & 
publican  to  get  a  licence :  it  was  no  in 
terest  to  an  employer  to  get  the  licence 
refused,  otherwise  than  for  the  benefit 
of  the  workmen  and  their  moral  welfare. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  K> 
said  he  hoped  they  had  not  got  the 
last  word  from  the  Lord  Advocate.  This 
was  one  of  the  most  important  altera- 
tions, from  a  social  point  of  view,  that 
could  be  made  in  our  licensing  system. 
Anyone  who  had  any  experience  in  the 
administration  of  the  licensing  law  could 
not  but  be  aware  of  many  flagrant  cases 
of  influences  of  the  most  objectionable 
kind  being  brought  to  bear  on  the 
licensing  magistrate  in  favour  of  an 
application  for  a  licence.  It  was  no  reply 
to  the  substance  of  the  Amendment  for 
the  Lord  Advocate  to  make  of  it  a  re- 
ductio  ad  absurdum.  Surely  it  was  not 
impossible — in  fact  he  knew  that  it  was 
not — for  the  skill  of  the  Lord  Advocate 
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and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  at  his 
side  to  devise  a  form  of  words  not  open 
to  the  difficulty  the  Lord  Advocate  had 
suggested. 

Sir  J.  STIRLING-MAXWELL  (Glas- 
gow, College)  thought  that  the  Lord 
Advccate  had  taken  a  very  wise  course 
in  this  ma'ter.  As  a  possible  member 
of  a  licensing  authority  he  looked  with 
great  distrust  on  the  clause.  He  knew 
that  it  had  been  customary  in  Scotland 
for  applicants  for  a  licence  to  canvas  for 
votes  of  magistrates.  For  his  part,  if  he 
had  the  honour  of  serving  in  a  Licensing 
Court  and  a  man  came  to  him  to  ask  for 
his  vote  he  would  say  to  that  applicant, 
"Before  you  go  any  further  perhaps  1 


ought  to  inform  you  that  I  make  it  a 
rule  to  vote  against  any  application  for 
a  licence  which  is  accompanied  by  an 
unscrupulous  canvas  of  this  kind."  If 
he  took  that  course  he  did  not  think  he 
would  be  troubled  again. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  YOUNG  (Cavan,  E.) 
said  he  hoped  the  Lord  Advocate  would 
stick  to  his  guns.  The  Amendment  was 
onesided  and  might  do  a  great  deal  of 
injustice  in  many  respects. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  83 ;  Noes, 
146.     (Division  List  No.  143.) 


Asher,  Alexander 

Barren,  Rowland  Hirst 

Beaumont,  Went  worth  C.  B. 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Bowles,  T.  G.  (Lynn  Regis) 

Brown,  Geo.  M.  (Edinburgh) 

Bryce,  Right  Hon.  James 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Kyburn 

Burt,  Thomas 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Caldwell,  James 

Cameron,  Robert 

Campbell-Bannerman,   Sir  H. 

Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow 

Craig,Roberb  Hunter  (Lanark) 

Crombie,  John  William 

Crooks,  William 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Davies,M.  Vaughan-(  Cardigan 

Denny,  Colonel 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Edwards,  Frank 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Ellis,  John  Edward 

Emmott,  Alfred 

Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (Maidstone) 

Farquharpon,  Dr.  Robert 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. 

Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 

Furnese,  Sir  Christopher 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-Fletcher,Rt.  Hn.SirH. 
Bagot,  Capt.Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bam,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Ba1four,Rt.  Hon.  AJ  (Manch'r. ) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds) 
Bathurst.Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 


Mr.  Buchtmin. 


AYES. 

Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Grey,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  E.  (Berwick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  H. 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristl,  E 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Win.  Henry 
Hutchinson,  Dr.  CharlesFredk. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  DavidBrynmor(&0an4ea 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Accrington) 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Iver,SirLewi8(j£rftw6V<7/i,  W 
MTLaren,  Sir  Charles   Benj. 
Mappin,  Sir  Fredk.  Thorpe 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen 
Morley,Rt.Hn.  John(Montrose 
O'ShaughnesHV,  P.  J. 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Paul  ton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

NOES. 

Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bill,  Charles 

Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Burke,  E.  Haviland 
Campbell, Rt.Hon.J.A.  (Glasg. 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  V.  ('.  W.  (Derby sh. 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt  Hon  J  (Birm 
Chamberlain,RtHnJ.A.(  Wore 
Chaplin,  Right  Hon.  Henry 
Chapman,  Edward 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 


Reid,  Sir  R.  T.  (Dumfries) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Sinclair,  John   (Forfarshire) 
Soamea,  Arthur  Welleeley 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Taylor,Theodore  C.  (Badclife) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glam.,  B.) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Uie,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Warner,  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,  E.  (Clackmannan) 
Wason.  J.  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Munro  Ferguson  and 
Sir  Mark  Stewart. 


Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw  H.  Athol* 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith    Earl  of 
Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  A7.) 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dimsdale,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Jos.  C 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
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Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
FergussoD,RtHn.  Sir  J .  {Marir 
Fielden,  Edward  Brockkhurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitaQerald,  Sir  Robt.  Penrose 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flower,  Ernest 
Fotster,  Henry  William 
Fo«ter,PhilipS.  ( Wanvick.S.  W 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibbe,HonAGH((7^yo/ZoW?i 
Gibbs,  Hn.  Vicary  {St.  Albans 
Gordon,Hn.  J .  E.  (ElginA,  Nairn 
Gordon,  Maj  Eva,na(TrITmkts 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goschen,  Hon.  Geo.  Joaohim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Grettoo,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hamilton,  Rt  Hn  lA.Q.(Midx 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  G. 
Heath,  James  {Stafford*.  N.  W. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Heider,  Augustas 
Hoult,  Joseph 
Johnstone,  Heywood 
Kemp,  Lieut. -Colonel  George 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  W.  (Salop 
Kerr,  John 
Knowles,  Lees 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  {Glasgow 


Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  Jn.Grant(  Yorks.N.  R. 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,Frederick  N .  S. 
Lock  wood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Long,  Col.  Chas.  W .(Evesham 
Long,Rc.Hn.  Walter  (BristoltS 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lucas,  Reg'ld  J.  (Portsmouth) 
Macdona,  John  dimming 
Al'Killop,Jaraes(S<»W»wg*A»re) 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
MaxwelCRtHnSirH.  E(  Wigfn 
Meyeey-Thompeon,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mitchell,  William  (Burnley) 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbrav,  Sir  Robt.  Gray  C. 
Murray,  KtHn  A.  Graham  (Bute 
Murray,  Chat.  J.  (Coventry) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Dowd,  John 

O'Kelly,   Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 

Pilkington,  Col.  Richard 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Randies.  John  S. 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henrr 
Redmond,  Jn.  E.  (Waterford) 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 


Remnant,  Jas.  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thomso  n 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Sackvilk,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Seely,Maj.J.E.B.(/s/eo/JFt$rfa 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  (Renfrew 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  James  Parker  (Z<7/trtr  A*. 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling- Max  well,  Sir  Jn.  M. 
Stroyan,  John 

Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  H. 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Welby,Lt.-Col.ACE  (Taunton 
Willianis,RtrInJPoweli-(5irfw 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  A.  S.  (Jork,  E.  R.) 
Wilson   John  (Glasgow) 
Worsley-Taylor,  Hry.  Wilson 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Young,  Samuel 


Tellers  for  the  Nobs— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland 
Hood  and  Mr.  Fellowes. 


Sie  J.  STIRLING- MAX  WELL  said 
that  the  clause  he  now  moved 
was  taken  from  the  English  Act,  and 
had  reference  to  persons  found  in  licensed 
premises  after  the  hour  of  closing. 
The  matter  was  dealt  with  to  some  extent 
under  Clause  67,  which  made  it  action- 
able to  be  found  on  licensed  premises 
after  the  hour  of  closing.  He  moved 
the  clause  both  in  the  interests  of 
temperance  and  also  in  the  interests  of 
persons  conducting  licensed  houses. 

Clause  (Penalty  on  person  found  on 
premises  during  closing  hours) — 

"If,  during  any  period  during  which  any 
premises  are  required  under  the  provisions  of 
this  Act  to  be  dosed,  any  person  is  found  ou 
a  a  oh  premises,  he  shall,  unless  he  sa'isfies  the 
Court  that  he  was  an  inmate,  servant,  or  a 
lodger  on  such  premises,  or  a  bond  fide  traveller, 
or  that  otherwise  his  presence  on  such  premises 
was  not  in  contravention  of  the  provision  of 
this  Act  with  respect  to  the  closing  of  the 
licensed  premises,  oe  liable  to  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  40s.  Any  constable  may  demand 
the  name  and  address  of  any  person  found 
on  any  premises  during  the  period  during 
which  they  are  required  by  the  provisions  of 
this  Act  to  be  closed,  and  if  he  has  reasonable 
ground  to  suppose  that  the  name  and  address 
given   is   false  may    require   evidence  of    the 


correctness  of  such  name  and  address,  and  may, 
if  such  person  fail  upon  such  demand  to  give 
his  name  or  address  or  such  evidence,  appre- 
hend him  without  warrant  and  convey  him  as 
soon  as  practicable  before  a  justice  of  the  peace 
or  other  magistrate.  Any  person  required  by 
a  constable  under  this  section  to  give  his  name 
and  address  who  fails  to  give  the  same,  or 
gives  a  false  name  and  address,  or  gives  false 
evidence  with  respect  to  such  name  and  address, 
shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  £5. 
— (Sir  J.  Stirling- Maxxocll.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  that 
the  fate  of  the  hon.  Baronet's  clause  in 
Committee  was  that  it  was  negatived 
without  a  division.  He  hoped  its  fate 
on  Report  would  be  the  same.  The 
similar  clause  in  the  English  Act  had 
been  of  no  use  whatever  except  to  the 
lawyers.  He  would  put  a  perfectly 
simple  case  to  show  how  the  clause 
would  work.  A  person  keeping  a  hotel 
had  friends*  He  presumed  a  hotel- 
keeper  was  entitled  to  have  friends.  A 
friend    might    come    to    see    him    and 
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remain  after  the  closing  hour — say  ten 
o'clock.  He  would  not  be  an  inmate  or 
a  servant  or  a  lodger  or  a  bond  fide 
traveller.  Yet,  according  to  the  view 
of  the  hon.  Baronet,  the  hotel-keeper 
would  be  obliged  to  turn  his 
friend  into  the  street  at  ten  o'clock. 
Surely  the  hotel-keeper  might  be  allowed 
a  little  time  to  indulge  in  intellectual 
recreation  after  the  heavy  work  of  inn- 
keeping  during  the  day.  He  thought 
the  clause  would  not  check  any  abuse, 
although  it  might  lead  to  many  cases 
being  argued  in  the  Courts. 

Question  put  and  negatived. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY  said  that  the 
object  of  the  clause  he  would  now 
move  was  to  place  railway  refreshment 
rooms  in  Scotland  in  exactly  the  position 
they  were  in  England.  He  did  not  deny 
that  there  was  a  good  deal  to  be  said  on 
both  sides  of  the  question.  There  was 
much  to  be  said  for  the  clause  on  the 
ground  of  convenience.  As  he  under- 
stood the  objection  to  the  clause,  it  was 
that  it  might  lead  to  a  great  deal  of 
abuse  by  persons  being  allowed  to 
purchase  a  penny  ticket  and  then  get 
drink  at  the  railway  refreshment  rooms 
when  the  public  houses  were  closed. 
That  was  an  evil  which  the  House  should 
not  do  anything  to  continue ;  but  he 
thought  the  accounts  which  had  been 
given  of  what  happened  in  Scotland  in  that 
respect  had  been  greatly  exaggerated. 
He  did  not  think  that  many  persons 
would  take  the  trouble  to  go  to  a  railway 
station  and  purchase  a  ticket  in  order 
to  get  drink.  But  the  railway  com- 
panies would  not  be  compelled  to  open 
their  refreshment  rooms;  if  they  were, 
there  might  be  a  great  deal  of  force  in 
what  he  might  call  the  penny-railway- 
ticket  argument.  He  moved  the  clause 
in  the  interests  of  the  travelling  public. 
It  worked  well  in  England ;  and  he  did 
not  see  how  it  could  work  any  harm 
in  Scotland.  If  the  railway  companies 
found  that  the  clause  was  being  availed 
of  by  persons  purchasing  penny  tickets 
they  could  put  up  the  price  of  the  tickets 
and  preclude  any  such  possibility  taking 
place. 

Clause  (Exemption  of  Eailway  Stations)- 

"  Nothing  in  this  Act  contained  as  to  hours 
of  closing  shall  preclude  the  sale  at  any  time 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray* 


at  a  railway  station  of  excisable  liquors  to 
persons  arriving  at  or  departing  from  such 
station  by  railroad." — {Mr.  Galloway.) 

Brought  up  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  that 
the  fate  of  this  clause  in  Committee  was 
that  it  was  defeated  by  seventeen  votes 
to  sixteen.  He  himself  voted  in  the 
minority.  It  seemed  to  him  that  there 
were  certain  stations  in  Scotland  where 
there  ought  to  be  facilities  for  the  sale 
of  liquor.  He  would  instance  Perth, 
where  people  arrived  very  often  after  a 
tedious  journey ;  and  it  was  really  very 
inconvenient  that  they  should  not  be 
allowed  to  be  served  with  liquor  on  such 
occasions.  On  the  other  hand,  there  were 
stations  such  as  the  Central  Station  at 
Glasgow  where  it  would  be  inadvisable 
that  liquor  should  be  sold  after  the 
public  houses  had  been  shut.  If  the 
railway  companies  found  that  such  a 
station  was  being  turned  into  an  ordin- 
ary public  house,  for  their  own  protection 
they  should  cease  to  supply  liquor  when 
the  public  houses  were  closed.  Having 
regard  to  his  own  view  to  alter  the  Bill 
as  little  as  possible  he  would  not  propose 
to  take  any  strictly  Government  part  in 
the  division.  He  should  repeat  his  vote 
in  Committee  in  favour  of  the  clause* 
but  he  should  leave  the  hon.  Member  to 
persuade  the  House  to  vote  for  it  without 
the  assistance  of  the  Government. 

Sir  ROBERT  REID  said  it  came  back 
to  this.  Where  they  had  private  premises 
in  a  particular  borough  were  they  to 
regulatethem  for  the  inhabitants  of  the 
borough  or  for  the  purposes  of  con- 
venience of  fifteen  or  twenty  persons  a 
week  who  might  want  to  get  a  drink 
after  ten  o'clock  at  night.  These  re- 
freshment rooms  belonged  to  railway 
companies,  but  were  not  managed  by 
them,  they  were  often  sub-let,  and  it  was 
quite  impossible  for  those  who  managed 
them  to  Know  whether  the  persons  who 
came  and  asked  for  drink  were  persons 
who  had  arrived  or  who  were  about  to 
depart  from  the  station.  The  result 
would  be  that  indiscriminate  use  would 
be  made  of  these  refreshment  rooms  by 
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persons  for  whom  they  were  not  I 
intended.  Where  public  houses  were 
<do8ed  at  ten  o'clock  these  refreshment 
rooms  would  be  open  until  eleven  or 
after  for  the  convenience  of  persons 
coming  through  by  train.  They  must 
take  into  consideration  what  were  the 
worst  evils.  In  the  one  case  this  clause 
might  go  far  to  do  away  with  all  the 
good  of  early  closing  all  over  Scotland, 
and  in  theother,  there  wastheconvenience 
of  a  few  gentlemen  travelling  North. 
Such  a  clause  would  be  intolerable. 
The  Lord  Advocate  had  said  very  fairly 
he  did  not  wish  to  regard  this  Amend- 
ment as  a  Government  Amendment, 
and  he  (Sir  Robert  Reid)  hoped  that 
aO  the  Scottish  Members  would  vote 
against  it. 

Sie  J  FERGUSSON  said  he  spoke 
from  frequent  experience  of  the 
hardship  as  it  stood.  The  magistrates 
of  Scotland  had,  within  certain  limits, 
power  to  shorten  the  hours  during 
which  licensed  premises  might  remain 
open.  It  constantly  happened  that 
people  arriving  at  large  stations  by 
late  trains  were  unable  to  get  even 
a  <mp  of  tea  or  coffee  because  the 
refreshment  room  was  not  allowed 
to  be  open  owing  to  excisable  liquors  I 
being  sold  there.  That  was  a  monstrous 
hardship.  Real  travellers  ought  not 
to  be  debarred  from  getting  refresh- 1 
ments  under  such  circumstances.  He 
thought  the  proposal  was  a  reasonable 
one  and  would  support  it. 

♦Sir  HERBERT  MAXWELL  (Wigton- 
shire)  said  he  could  assure  the  House  that, 
on  the  railway  of  which  he  had  been 
a  director  for  thirteen  years,  none  of 
the  refreshment  rooms  were  sub-let 
to  any  contractor.  They  were  all 
under  the  hotel  management.  He 
would  also  point  out  that  railway 
companies  did  not  keep  these  bars  in 
order  to  make  a  profit  out  of  them, 
but  as  a  convenience  for  their  pas- 
sengers, who  were  the  customers  of 
these  bars.  In  any  case  where  doubt 
arose  about  the  bond  fides  of  a  customer, 
he  might  be  C;lled  upon  to  show  his 
railway  ticket.  He  thought  sufficient 
had  been  said  to  justify  the  demand 
on  the  part  of  the  Scotch  railways  and 
he  should  support  the  clause. 
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Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  said  he 
hoped  this  clause  would  not  be  put 
into  the  Bill.  Unless  a  passenger  wanted 
a  bottle  of  whiskey  at  six  in  the  morning, 
which  was  the  worst  time  of  the  day 
he  could  take  it,  he  could  get  all  he 
wanted  from  the  refreshment  car.  There 
were  abuses  to  be  considered  in  this 
matter.  Waverley  Station  was  often 
over-crowded,  especially  at  night,  with 
persons  who  had  been  drinking  some- 
where if  not  in  the  refreshment  room. 
On  many  occasions  the  condition  of 
Waverley  Station  was  not  at  all  what 
i:  ought  to  be,  and  this  clause,  if 
included  in  the  Bill,  would  not  tend 
to  decrease  the  overcrowding.  For 
his  part  he  hoped  the  Bill  would  remain 
as  it  was. 

Mr.  GORBETT  (Glasgow,  Trades- 
ton)  said  he  hoped  the  clause  would 
not  be  carried.  He  thought  that 
those  who  only  considered  the  con- 
venience of  the  traveller  getting  liquor 
when  he  wanted  it,  did  not  regard  the 
magnitude  of  the  problem  before  them. 
That  was  surely  a  trifle  compared  to 
the  well  being  of  the  Scottish  people. 

Mr.  GRETTON  (Derbyshire,  S.)  said 
they  had  had  some  experience  of 
refreshment  bars  in  England,  and  that 
experience  did  not  lead  them  to  anticipate 
any  of  those  violent  evils  which  some 
were  afraid  would  occur  in  Scotland. 
The  railway  companies  were  interested 
|  in  their  property  and  would  see  that 
it  was  not  deteriorated  by  mismanage- 
ment. He  did  not  think  there  would 
be  any  greater  iniquity  if  this  was 
enforced  in  Scotland  than  there  was  in 
England.  It  seemed  to  him  a  great 
hardship  that  travellers  should  not  be 
able  to  obtain  such  refreshments  as 
they  required. 

Sir  MARK  STEWART  said  he  was  a 
director  for  eighteen  years  of  a  very  small 
line  of  railway,  and  upon  that  line  of  rail- 
way no  liquor  was  ever  allowed  to  be  sold, 
but  he  did  not  notice  in  consequence 
that  the  conditions  of  travelling  were 
bad,  whilst  the  conditions  of  the  railway 
stations  were  distinctly  different  to  those 
on  other  lines.  There  was  a  very  great 
temptation    to   railway  servants  to  go 

Q 
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into  a   railway   bar  and  drink.     Drink  Question  put. 

was    given    them     by   passengers,    and 

disastrous       consequences       sometimes  The  House  divided :  Ayes,  148;  Noes 

ensued.  117.    (Division  List  No.  144.) 


Acland-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Keynell 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Atkinson,  lit.  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-Fletcher,Kt.  Hn.  SirH. 
Bailey,  James  {Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,Rt.  Hn.A.  J.(Manch7r 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Homsey 
Balfour,  Kt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds) 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Beni. 
Beach,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  Hicks 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bill,  Charles 
Brassey.  Albert 
Brodrick,  Kt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Burke,  £.  Haviland- 
Cavendish,  V .  C.  W.  (Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt  Hon  J  (Birm 
Chamberlain,  Kt.Hn.  J.  A(  Wore 
Chaplin,  Right  Hon.  Henry 
Chapman,  Edward 
Ciive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cross   H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Deviiu,\joseph  (Kilkenny,  Ar.) 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson.  Charles  Scott 
Dini8dale,Rt.  Hon.  SirJosephC. 
Dixoa-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber.  George  Denison  (York) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fell  owes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Ed. 
Fei*}.'us«on,Rt.  Hn.  SirJ.  (3/««V 
Fielden.  Edward  Bfocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  Gwrsre  H. 
Firbank,  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 


AYES. 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Philips.  ( Warwick^.  W 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Gaidner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbt,HnA.G.H(tfty  of  Land 
Gibbs,  Hn,  Vicary  (St.  Albans 
Gordon,Hn.  J.  E.  (Elyin&Nairn 
Gordon,  Maj  Evan8-(7V.//  tnTts 
Gore,  H  n  GK.  C.  Ornuiby-  (Salop 
Gore, Hon. S.  F.  Or  aasby -(Line) 
Goschen,  Hon.  Geo.  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gretton.  John 
Greville.  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hamilton,  Rt  Hn  Ld.G.(Jft*x 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  G. 
Heath,  James  (Staffs., N.W.) 
Helder,  Augustus 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  Fred. 
Johnstone,   Heywood 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  W.  (Salop 
Kerr,  John 
Knowles,  Lees 

Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool 
Lawson ,  John  Grant  (Yorhs.NR 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,FrederickN.  S. 
Lockwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  Chas.  W. .(Evesham 
Long,RtHn.  Walter  (Bristol,S 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft 
Lucas,  Reg'ld  J.  (Portsmouth) 
Macdona.  John  Cumming 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M '  I  ver,SirLewis(  Edin  burgh  ?  V 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Maxwell,Rt.  HnSirH.E.(  Wicfn 
Meysey-Thompeon,  Sir  H.  M. 


Mitchell,  William  (Burnley) 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (Walthdmstow) 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aymler 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robt.  Gray  C. 
Murray,  KtHn  A.  Graham(/£t<te 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coven by) 
O'Dowd,  John 

O'Kelly,   Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Pilkington,  Colonel  Richard 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Redmond,  Jn.  E.  (Waterford) 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Far qunarson 
Ritchie,Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sadler, Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse} 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seely,  Mj.J.  E.  B.tfsle  of  Wight 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  B.) 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  [Lanes  ) 
Sturt,  Hn.  Humphrey  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Walrohd,Rt.Hn.Sir\VilliamH 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,   Colonel  C.   E. 
Warner,  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
Williams,RtHnJPowell-(J&/r«> 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  A.  S.  (York,  E.  R.) 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Worsley-Taylor.  Hry.  Wilson 
Young,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Mr.  Galloway  and  Earl 
of  Dalkeith. 


Arrol,  Sir  William 
Asher,  Alexander 
Asiiton,  Thomas  Gair 
Asquith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbt.  Hy. 
Bagot,Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Black,  Alexander  William 
Brand,  Hon.  Arthur  G. 
Brown,  Geo.  M.  (Edinburgh) 

Sir  Mark  Stewart. 


NOES. 

Bryce,  Right  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Rol>ert 
Campliell,Rt.  Hn.  J.  A.  (Glasgw 
Campbell-Bannerman,    Sir   H 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.   H.  A.  E. 


Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasg.) 

Craij:,Rol>ertHunter(Z,r/>mrA-) 

Cromlue,  John  William 

Crooks,  William 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen). 

Dh  vie*,M.  Yaughan(  Cardigan) 

Denny,  Colonel 

Disraeli,  Conin^sby  Ralph 

Douglas  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Edwards,  Frank 
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Elibank,  Master  of 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Evans.  Sir  F.  H.  {Maidstone) 
Farqunarson,  Dr.  Robert 
Finlay,  Sir  Kobert  Bannatyne 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  {Derby  Co. 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Furness,  Sir  Christopher 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Grey,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  E.  {Berwick 
Harms  worth,  R.  Leicester 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Clias.  Seale- 
Hayter,  Rt  Hon  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Heath,  Arthur  H.  {Hanley) 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  {Bristl,  E 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Hutchinson,  Dr.  Charles  Fredk. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  David  B.  {Swansea) 
Jones,  William  {Carnarvonsh. 
Kemp,  Lieut. -Colonel  George 
Labonahere,  Henry 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,Sir  \\  ilfrid  {Cornwall) 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  {Accrington) 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill 


Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Killop,  Jas.  (Stirlingshire) 
Mappin,  Sir  Fredk.  Thorpe 
Morgan,  J.  L\oyd{Carmarthen 
Morley,Rt.  Hn.  Johu  {Montrose 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Orr-Ewinir,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Percy,  Earl 

Philippe,  John  Wynford 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Price    Robert  John 
Randies,  Johu  S. 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Reid,Sir.R.  Thresh  ie  {Dumfries 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Russell,  T.  W. 
Samuel,  Herbt.  L.  (Cleveland) 
Sinclair,  John  {Forfarshire) 
Smith,  James  Par  ker{Lanarks. 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 


Spear,  John  Ward 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  MTaggart 
S  troy  an,  John 

Taylor,  Austin  (East  ToxUth) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.(Hadcliffe) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  A.  (Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Qlam.,  B.) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.  B.) 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Wason,  E.  {Clackmannan) 
Wason,  JohnCathcart(  Orkney) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Welb  y,Lt.  -Col.  A .  CE(  Taunton 
White,  Luke  {York,  E.  R.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  {Halifax) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  {Glasgow) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes  — 
Mr.  Munro  Ferguson  and 
Sir  Charles  Renshaw. 


Mr.  CROMB1E,  who  had  given  notice 
of  an  Amendment  to  omit  4%  and  Appeal 
Courts "  from  the  heading  to  Part  I., 
asked  whether  the  retention  of  the  word 
44 appeal"  would  preclude  him  from 
moving  the  omission  of  Clause  4  ]  If 
not,  he  would  not  detain  the  House  by 
moving  the  Amendment. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  words  were 
not  so  far  a  part  of  the  Bill  that  their 
retention  would  preclude  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber moving  the  omission  of  Clause  4. 

Mr.  CROMBIE  said  in  that  case  he 
would  move  the  second  Amendment  of 
which  he  had  given  notice — viz.,  to 
substitute  44  authorities"  for  ''Courts''  in 
line  6.  Many  Members  had  a  suspicion 
of  the  word  "Courts,"  as  it  repre- 
sented a  new  departure.  In  an 
important  licensing  case  the  decision 
had  turned  on  whether  or  not  the 
licensing  body  was  a  Court,  and  the 
point  was  decided  in  the  negative. 
For  the  reasons  which  had  been  given 
they  preferred  the  word  44  authority.1 ' 

Amendment  proposed  — 

"In  page  1,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  word 
4  Courts,'  and  insert  the  word  '  authorities.' " — 
{Mr.  Crombie.) 


Question  proposed.     "  That  the  word 
•  Courts '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 


Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  that 
if  the  word  "Court"  did  not  stand 
44  authority  "  would  not  do.  They  had 
taken  the  word  li  Court,"  because  it 
was  the  ordinary  word  in  Scotland 
used  in  every  newspaper,  used  by  the 
Judges,  and  in  the  judicial  statistics. 
He  did  not  think  hon.  Members  opposite 
could  produce  a  single  Scottish  news- 
paper in  which  the  proceedings  of  the 
licensing  bodies  had  been  called  anything 
else  but  a  licensing  Court.  Of  course  it 
was  not  a  Court  of  law,  but  there  was 
a  judicial  discretion  to  be  exercised  by 
the  magistrate  who  sat  upon  the  new 
body.  He  assured  the  House  that  not 
only  was  the  word  "  Court"  the  word 
which  had  always  been  used,  but  it  was 
the  most  convenient,  and  he  hoped  that 
they  would  not  alter  the  term. 


Sir  ROBERT  REID  said  he 
did  not  want  to  make  too  much 
of  this  Amendment,  but  at  the 
same  time  it  was  rather  important. 
The  Lord  Advocate  had  told  them 
that  if  they  looked  in  Scotch  news- 
papers or  consulted  the  opinions  of  Scotch 
Judges  or  looked  at  the  judicial  statistics 

Q  2 
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they  would  see  that  the  word  used  was  I 
"Court."  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  I 
omitted  to  say  that  there  had  never! 
been  any  statute  in  which  this  body  had 
been  called  a  Court  and  it  had  never 
been  so  called  in  any  Act  of  Parliament. ; 
What  was  the  reason  for  the  change  t 
He  did  not  think  they  ought  to  pay, 
much  attention  to  what  term  newspaper 
reporters  employed  in  this  matter.  The 
word"  Court  "seemed  to  mean  something 
in  the  nature  of  a  judicial  tribunal.  Some 
question  arose  in  regard  to  the  functions 
of  this  tribunal  in  the  English  Courts, 
and  great  stress  was  laid  upon  the 
circumstances  that  it  was  not  called  a 
Court  in  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and  the 
Judges  pointed  out  that  if  it  had  been! 
called  a  Court  some  different  construction 
might  have  been  arrived  at.  The  question 
whether  this  was  called  a  Court  or  not, 
might  have  some  effect  upon  the  applica- 
tion of  the  general  law.  He  did  not  think 
it  was  unreasonable  to  entertain  some 
apprehension  as  to  what  might  occur  if 
the  inexplicable  practice  of  using  under- 
stood terms  were  not  to  be  abandoned  in 
favour  of  other  words. 


Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  asked  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  what  sort  of 
a  Court  he  considered  Quarter  Sessions 
was.  Cases  of  this  kind  often  came  before 
Quarter  Sessions,  and  now  it  was  proposed 
to  substitute  another  term. 

♦Mr.  McCRAE  (Edinburgh,  E.)  said 
he  hoped  the  Lord  Advocate  would  meet 
them  upon  this  point,  as  there  was  con- 
siderable feeling  with  regard  to  the  danger 
of  putting  another  interpretation  upon  the 
word  "  Court."  In  a  deputation  which 
waited  on  the  Secretary  for  Scotland, 
opinion  was  unanimous  as  to  the  danger  of 
this  change,  and  he  understood  that  the 
Lord  Advocate  was  at  one  with  them  and 
the  general  feeling  of  the  House  upon  the 
merits  of  the  question.  The  Lord- Advo- 
cate told  them  that  the  word"  authorities  " 
was  not  the  proper  word  to  use,  but  he 
did  not  tell  them  why.  Surely  he  could 
supply  a  word  instead  of  "  Court,"  which 
would  not  have  the  danger,  and  which 
would  not  lead  to  litigation  in  the  future. 
Seeing  that  they  were  at  one  upon  the 
merits  of  the  question  with  the  Lord 
Advocate,  he  hoped  the  right  hon  Gentle- 
man would  allow  this  change  to  be  made. 

Sir  fiobert  Reid, 


Mr.  WHITTAKER  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Spen  Valley)  said  this  was  a 
vital  matter,  because  these  authorities 
did  not  sit  as  Courts.  The  Lord  Chan- 
cellor had  pointed  out  that  these  bodies 
sat  as  a  meeting  and  not  as  a  Court. 
Before  this  change  was  made,  they  ought 
to  know  what  was  the  object  of  making 
it.  If  this  clause  passed  as  it  stood  it 
would  be  held  that  licensing  authorities 
sat  as  Courts  and  acted  judicially.  Such 
a  contention  was  absolutely  contrary  to 
the  law,  because  they  did  not  sit  as  Judges 
to  decide,  or  as  a  Court,  and  they  ought 
to  know  what  the  object  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  in  insisting  upon  this  change. 
There  was  not  an  Act  of  Parliament  in 
Scotland,  and  no  licensing  Act  which 
described  these  bodies  as  sitting  as 
Courts,  and  to  give  them  the  name 
of  "Court"  would  go  a  lone  way 
towards  making  them  into  Courts, 
and  therefore  this  was  a  vital  matter  in 
regard  to  the  administration  of  the 
licensing  laws. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) 
pointed  out  that  when  the  Prime  Minister 
was  called  upon  to  defend  the  language 
he  used  about  the  licensing  magistrates 
he  defended  it  upon  the  express  grounds 
that  they  did  not  constitute  a  Court. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  (Fifeshire,  E.)  said  it 
might  be  argued  that  this  was  a  matter 
of  phraseology,  but  it  was  a  change 
of  phraseology  which  might  well  be 
held  to  mark  a  new  departure  indi- 
cated by  the  legislature  by  the  selec- 
tion for  the  first  time  of  a  term  like 
this.  Here  they  were  constituting  a  new 
body  and  they  proposed  to  give  to  it 
a  aesignation  which  he  thought  must 
be  interpreted  by  any  tribunal  afterwards 
as  implying  the  exercising  of  judicial 
functions.  That  was  a  designation  which  • 
was  wholly  inappropriate  to  describe  the 
functions  of  the  licensing  authority. 
(  There  was  no  litigation  and  no  parties, 
and  the  matter  was  an  administrative 
one  to  be  determined  in  a  judicial 
manner.  Therefore,  it  was  a  most 
undesirable  thing  to  start  this  new 
departure,  which  suggested  that  the  new 
bodies  that  they  were  going  to  call  into 
existence  were  judicial  tribunals. 

Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  pointed 
out  that  they  had  to  give  notice  in  such 
appeals  to  the  opposite  party. 
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Mr.  WALLACE  said  he  understood 
from  the  Lord  Advocate  that  after 
this  Act  was  passed  those  who  were 
members  of  this  so-called  Court  who  had 
private  knowledge  of  their  own  and 
information  in  regard  to  the  locality  to 
lay  before  their  colleagues,  could  not  do 
so  unless  it  was  offered  as  evidence  before 
the  Court.  He  did  not  think  the  Lord 
Advocate  was  right  in  imposing  upon  the 
authorities  he  wished  to  create,  the  obliga- 
tion of  acting  as  a  Court  of  law,  and 
deciding  upon  evidence  placed  before  it. 
That  was  one  thing  which  they  had 
always  protested  against.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  it  was  intended  by  a  side 
wind  to  enact  that,  in  future,  magistrates 
should  be  restricted  simply  to  listening 
to  evidence,  and  would  not  be  allowed  to 
bring  private  information  which  they 
had  received  in  connection  with  the 
locality  before  their  colleagues.  This 
would  introduce  an  entirely  new  state  of 
things  into  Scotland,  which  a  great 
majority  of  hon.  Members  were  not 
prepared  for.  Therefore  Scotch  Members 
were  justified  in  strongly  protesting 
against  a  change  which  seemed  to  them 
unnecessary. 

Mr.  HUNTER  CRAIG  (Lanarkshire, 
Govan)  said  that  when  a  deputation 
waited  upon  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
some  time  ago  he  assured  them  that  the 
use  of  the  word  "  Court  "  did  not  mean 
an  alteration  of  the  constitution  of  the 
licensing  authority.  He  hoped  the  Lord 
Advocate  would  not  persist  in  using  the 
word  "  Court,"  thereby  limiting  the 
powers  of  the  licensing  authority.  In 
this  consolidating  Bill  the  word  "  Court  " 
appeared  about  180  times.  Why  not 
use  the  word  authority  1 

CoLONELDENNY(KilmarnockBurghs) 
asked  whether  the  word  *'  Court''  would 
bring  about  a  change  in  the  procedure 
of  the  licensing  bodies. 

Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  :  No. 

Sir  JOHN  LENG  said  he  wished  to 
point  out  two  remarkable  facts.  In 
connection  with  the  Licensing  Commis- 
sion, whicii  sat  three  or  four  years  ago,  the 
tribunals  that  disposed  of  licences  were 
never  spoken  of  as  Courts.  Not  only  so, 
but  in  the  Bill  passed  two  years  ago  deal- 
ing with  the  licensing  question  in  England 


this  word  was  not  applied  as  it  was 
applied  in  this  Bill.  As  to  its  being  a  ques- 
tion of  phraseology,  he  thought  the  Lord 
Advocate  in  Grand  Committee  much 
more  definitely  repudiated  the  idea  that 
this  was  to  be  a  Court  in  the  ordinary 
sense  than  he  had  done  in  the  House 
to-day  He  would  be  satisfied  if  the 
Lord  Advocate  would  repeat  in  the  House 
what  he  said  in  Grand  Committee. 
Then  that  would  stand  in  the  reports  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  he 
would  be  most  happy  to  repeat  in  the 
House  what  he  said  in  Grand  Committee 
—namely,  that  the  use  of  the  word 
u  Court "  was  not  intended  to  in  any 
way  trench  upon  the  absolute  discretion 
of  the  licensing  bodies.  They  were 
entitled  not  only  to  act  upon  evidence 
but  also  on  their  own  general  informa 
tion  as  to  the  merits  of  the  case.  He 
could  not  see  how  any  question  of  legal 
interpretation  could  arise  on  the  word 
"Court "at  all. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 
said  the  word  "  Court "  was  a  misnomer 
here.  In  the  case  of  an  application  for  a 
licence  they  proceeded  on  the  footing 
that  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  was 
prohibited  and  that  the  law  sanctioned 
the  granting  of  a  licence  to  a  certain 
individual  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
a  certain  locality.  He  therefore  thought 
that  the  Court  of  first  instance  was  not 
a  Court  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the 
term.  He  quite  admitted  that  the  word 
Court  was  so  frequently  used  that  the 
meeting  of  the  magistrates  or  justices 
had  come  to  be  regarded  as  a  Court.  At 
the  same  time  he  did  not  think  that  a 
matter  of  this  kind  should  be  determined 
by  a  word  which  had  cropped  up 
accidentally.  He  ventured  to  say  that  in 
a  statute,  Parliament  generally  used 
language  appropriate  to  the  purpose. 
Here  they  were  dealing  with  a  ca&e 
where  the  granting  of  licences  was  a 
power  conferred  on  the  licensing 
authority.  A  person  who  applied  for 
a  licence  had  no  legal  right  to  a 
licence,  and  he  could  make  no  com- 
plaint if  the  application  was  refused. 
The  power  of  granting  or  refusing  was 
entirely  vested  in  the  justices,  and  they 
were  not  bound  to  give  any  reason  vi\^ 
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they  refused  a  licence.  The  Lord 
Advocate  had  referred  to  the  term 
"  Appeal  Court "  in  the  Home  Drummond 
Act,  but  that  was  a  different  matter.  It 
was  quite  possible  that  there  might  be  an 
Appeal  Court  in  connection  with  which 
certain  procedure  had  to  be  taken  as  to 
the  serving  of  intimation  and  the  hearing 
of  parties,  out  there  was  nothing  analogous 
to  that,  in  the  granting  of  .licences  in  the 
tirst  instance.  He  believed  the  Govern- 
ment desired  to  introduce  the  thin  end  of 
the  wedge  so  that  eventually  the  licensing 
authority,  instead  of  having  the  absolute 


discretion  it  had  now,  would  be  hedged 
about  with  statutory  restrictions  by  which 
it  should  only  be  able  on  certain  grounds 
to  refuse  the  renewal  of  licences.  That 
was  the  meaning  of  the  use  of  the  word 
Court,  but  it  was  absolutely  inappropriate 
to  the  body  dealing  with  an  application 
where   no   one  had   any  absolute  claim. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  206;  Noes, 
90.     (Division  List,  No.  145.) 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  iteynell 
Anstnrther,  EL  T. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson.  Right  Hon.  John 
Aubrey -Fletcher,Rt.  Hn.SirH. 
'  Bagot,  Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  [Walworth) 
Rain,  Coonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Ma.%  r 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Hornsey 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bartley,  Sir  Geor*e  C.  T. 
Bathurst,  Hod    Allen  Benj. 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Bowles,Col.  Henry  F.  {Middx) 
Bra«*aey,  Albert 
Bull,  William  James 
Burke,  £.  Haviland 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lane*.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.  (Derbysh.) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  {Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.HnJA(  Wore) 
Chapman,  Edward 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percv  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw  H.  Athole 
Coz,  Irwin  Edwd.  Bainbridge 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cross.  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Crosaley,  Sir  Savile 
Cullinan,  J. 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Denny,  Colonel 
Devlin,  tfo«eph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson.  Charles  Scott 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wimzfleld- 
Dimsdale,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Jos.  C. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dixon- Hartlana,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Donelsn,  Captain  A. 

Mr.  CaMwell 


AYES. 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hod.  A.  Alters 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fergusson,Rt  Hn.Sir  JAMan'r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brockiehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,PhilipS.(  Warwick  JSW. 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbs,HnA.G.H(Ctty  of  Land 
Gibbs,  Hn.  Vicary  (St.  Albans 
Gordon,  Hn.  J  E  (Elgin  <k  Nrn 
Gore,HnG.  R.C.Oriiisby-(<S>aiop 
Gore,  Hn,  S.  F.Ormsby-  (Line 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goschen,  Hon.  Geo.  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Halsev,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hamilton,  Rt  Hn  Ld.G.(Midx 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  G. 
Heath,  Arthur  H.  (Hanley) 
Heath,  James  (Staffs.,  N.  W.) 
Heat  on,  John  Henniker 
Helder.  Augustus 
Hogg.  Lindaay 

Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fred 
Johnstone,  Heywood 
K*»mp,  Lieut. -Colonel  George 
Kenyon-Slaney  Col.  W.  (Salop 
Kerr,  John 

King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees  " 
Lambton,  Hon.  fredk.  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonax(Glasgow) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 


Lawson,  JohnGran  t  ( Yorks.  NR 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-t»ower,Frr  derickN.S. 
Lockwood,  Lieut. -CoJ.  A.  K. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Col.  Charles  W  {Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Bristol,  S. 
Lowe.  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.  EskdaU) 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.  Jas.  (Kern, 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft 
Lucas,  Reginald  J .  {Portsmouth) 
Macdona,  John  dimming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Iver,SirLewis(  Edinburgh  W 
M'Killop,  Jas.  (Stirlingshire) 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligot  North) 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Maxwell,RtHiiSirHE.(  Wigfn 
Meyeey-Thompaon,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mitchell,  William  (Jiit*nlcy) 
Moleeworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (Walthamstow) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thshJ) 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mowbray,  Sir  Holier t  dray  C. 
Muntz,  Sir  Philip  A. 
Murray,RtHiiA.i;rahaiii(itotf 
Myers,  William  Henry 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (1'ipprrtiry,  N.) 
O'Dowd,  John 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Pease,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Peel  Hn.  Wm.  R.  WeUedey 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 

Platt-Higgins,   Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Redmond,  Jn.  E.  (Waterford) 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  Jas.  Farquhanon 
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Benahaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thomson 
Roberta,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Boohe,  John 

Law,  Andrew  Bonar  \  Glasgow 
Round,  Kt.  Hon.  James 
Royda,  Clement  Molyneux 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sadler,  Col.  Saml.  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.(Limehousc) 
Sandys,  Lt.-Col.  Thoe.  Mylee 
Saasoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  {Lincoln 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  {Renfrew 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  E.) 
Smith ,  JamesParker(£anar£#. 


Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  {Lanes.) 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  MTaggart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stroyan,  John 

Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Start,  Hn.  Humphrey  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Ure,  Alexander 
Yalentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 


Welby,Lt.-CoLA.C.E(ratm*'n 
Welby,  Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (Notts) 
WilliamsRtHn  JPowell-(£irm 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  A.  S.  (York,  E.  R.) 
Wilson  John  (Glasgow) 
WUson-Todd,  W.  H.  (forks.) 
WorBley-Taylor  JEry.  Wilson 
Wyndham,  Kt.  Hon.  George 
Young,  Samuel 


Tfxlers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Alexander  AclaniU 
Hood  and  Mr.  Fellowes. 


Asher,  Alexander 
Ashton,  Thomas  Utir 
Asquith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbt.  Hy. 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Black,  Alexander  William 
Brand,  Hon.  Arthur  G. 
Brown,  Geo.  M.  (Edinburgh) 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
Campbell  -  Ban  nerman,    Sir   H 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (irlasg.) 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter  (Lanark 
Crooks,  William 
Davies,  Alfred  {Carmarthen) 
Davies,  M.Vaugnan   (Cardign 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edwards,  Frank 
Elrbank,  Master  of 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (Maidstone) 
Evans,  Saml.  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fen  wick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith 


NOES. 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. 
Fuinese,  Sir  Christopher 
Grey,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  E.  (Berwick 
Harmsworth.  R.  Leicester 
Hayne,  Kt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Hayter,  Rt  Hon  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristl,  B 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Hutchim»on,Dr.  CharlesFredk. 
Jones,  D.  Brymnor  (Swansea) 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid(Cforn«»a//) 
Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Accrington) 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Long,  Sir  John 
M'Crae,  George 
Mappin,  Sir  Fredk.  Thorpe 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mellor,  Rt.  Hn.  John  William 
Morgan, J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morley,  Kt.  Hn.  John  (Montrose 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Palmer. BirCharlesM  (Durham 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Price    Robert  John 
Reid,SirR.  Threshie(Z>i/wi/ne*) 
Robertson.  Edmund  (Dundee)  i 
Robson,  William  Snowdon       ' 


Russell,  T.  W. 
Samuel, Herbt.  L.  (Cleveland) 
Sinclair,  John   (Forfarshire) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spencer,  Rt.  Hn.  C  R(Northants 
Taylor,  TheodoieC.  (Radcliffe) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  A.  (Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glam.,  E.) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Walton,  Joseph  (BarnsUy) 
Warner,  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,  E.  (Clackmannan) 
Wason,  J.  Cathcart  (Orkney 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Luke  (York,  K  R.) 
WhiteleyL  G.  (York,  W.  S.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Hall/ax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  Chas.  H.  (Hull,  W.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Woodhou*e,Sir  J  T(Huddersfd 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 


Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Mr.  Crombie  and  Mr. 
Wallace. 


Sir  ROBERT  REII)  moved  a*  an 
Amendment — 

"Clause  2,  page  1,  line  13,  after  '  royal/  in- 
sert '  or.' " 

The  purport  of  his  Amendment  was 
to  preserve  to  Royal  and  Parliamentary 
burghs  the  same  powers  in  regard  to 
licences  which  they  now  enjoyed.  All 
the  Royal  burghs  in  Scotland  had,  from 
the  earliest  times  since  licensing  was 
known,  had  the  privilege  of  their  own 
magistrates  being  the  licensing  author- 
ity. The  Bill  proposed  that  that 
privilege  should  be  entirely  destroyed  in 
burghs  with   less  than  7,000  of   popu- 1 


lation.  The  Lord  Advocate  had  an 
Amendment  on  the  Paper  to  substitute 
4,000  for  7,000,  but  he  thought  the  law 
should  remain  as  it  had  always  been.  The 
fact  that  it  had  always  been  so,  might 
fairly  be  urged  as  a  reason  for  continuing 
it,  unless  there  was  a  substantial  or  fair- 
reasoned  ground  against  the  continu- 
ance. Could  it  be  shown  that  these 
powers  had  been  abused  in  the  Royal 
burghs  1  He  did  not  understand  that 
that  was  so.  The  only  observation  which 
the  Lord  Advocate  had,  in  the  Com- 
mittee upstairs,  made  against  his  pro- 
posal was,  that  it  was  supported  by  hon. 
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Members  who  had  some  of  these  burghs  I 
in  their  constituencies.  To  make  an 
observation  of  that  kind  was  to  strike  at  I 
the  root  of  all  representative  govern- 
ment. He  could  say  for  his  own 
constituency  that  he  had  never  heard  of 
any  suggestion  of  any  impropriety  being 
committed  by  the  magistrates  in  any  of 
these  burghs,  nor  had  he  ever  heard  of 
any  gentleman  who  had  made  such  a 
complaint  He  had  been  subjected  to 
no  pressure  in  this  matter  ;  in  fact,  he 
had  had  only  one  communication  from  his 
constituency.  He  said  deliberately  that 
if  a  case  could  be  made  out  that  these 
powers  had  been  abused  in  the  past,  or 
were  likely  to  be  abused  in  the  future, 
he  would  not  vote  to  maintain  things  as 
they  were.  He  attached  to  his  argument 
another  consideration.  He  believed  in 
small  licensing  districts  ;  they  were,  he 
contended,  most  effective;  for  in  great 
districts  they  required  to  depend  on 
inspectors  and  the  like. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  13,  after  the  word  c  royal,* 
to  insert  the  word  *  or : ' '— {Sir  Robert  Reid.) 

Question  put,  "  That  the  word  4  or  *  be 
there    inserted     in     the    Bill." 

The  Earl  of  DALKEITH  (Roxburgh) 
said  he  hoped  the  Lord  Advocate  would 
give  a  more  favourable  consideration  to 
this  Amendment  than  to  the  last. 
There  was  a  great  difference  between 
now  and  when  the  matter  was  discussed 
in  Committee  upstairs.  At  that  time 
there  was  a  provision  restricting  licensing 
Courts  to  burghs  containing  a  popu- 
lation of,  or  exceeding,  7,000,  but  the 
Lord  Advocate  had  put  down  an  Amend- 
ment changing  7,000  to  4,000.  Why 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  arrived  at 
that  particular  figure  he  did  not  know. 
He  quite  admitted  that  there  might 
be  some  reason  against  continuing 
the  powers  to  very  small  burghs- 
He  certainly  would  prefer  the  Amend- 
ment of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  ;  but 
if  the  Lord  Advocate  could  not  accept 
that,  he  hoped  he  would  be  able  to 
accept  another  Amendment. 

Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY/said  U 
hoped  that  they  had  now  arrived  at  the 
end  of  a  very  long  discussion.    ,*The  hon. 

Sir  Xobert  lleid. 


and   learned   Member    who  moved    the 
Amendment  knew   very   well   that    the 
scheme  of  the  Bill,  as  introduced,  was  to 
have    licensing    districts    of    a    certain 
acknowledged    size.      He    was    entirely 
against  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  in 
his  preference  for  small  licensing. districts. 
He  did  not  think  that  anything  was  to 
be   gained   by   having  them.      If    there 
was  to  be  any  change,  he  thought  the 
Government  would  sympathise  more  with 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Leith  Burghs  raising  the  standard,  rather 
than  with  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member.      They,   however, 
thought  that,  having  regard  to   the   cir- 
cumstances of  the  countrv,  that  would  be 
going  too  far.     They  selected  a  popula- 
tion  basis   of  7,000  because  that  figure 
had  been  already   employed   in   various 
other  departments  of  local  government. 
He  would  remind  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  that  although  population  was  a 
fair  test  of  the  size  of  a  town,  it  was  no 
test  as  regarded  the  size  of  a  country 
district,  because  where  there  was  a  sparse 
population  there  might  be  a  great  extent 
of  country.      He   himself   preferred  the 
I  original  proposal  in  the  Bill ;  but  a  great 
deal  of  pressure  from  hon.  Members  on 
j  l)oth  sides  of  the  House  was  brought  to 
bear  on  the  Government  to  give  at  least 
I  some   consideration     to    these    ancient 
I  burghs   which   had  had  in    the  past   a 
licensing  authority.      He  congratulated 
the     hon-     and     learned    Member     for 
Dumfries  on  the  fact  that  the  discussion 
upstairs  and  in  the  House  had  developed 
in    him   a    latent    conservatism    which 
I  at  some  future  date  might  be  of    great 
service  to  the  country  at  large.     He  had 
most   carefully  considered  the  matter  ; 
and  the  Amendment  which  stood  in  hi& 
name  represented  the  whole   length   he 
was  able  to  go  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment.    In  the  case  of  Royal  and  Parlia 
mentary   burghs    he    was  prepared   to 
|  reduce  the  limit  to  4,000  ;    and  beyond 
that  he  really  could  not  go.      He   was 
against  the  hon.   and  learned  Member 
in  his  predilection  for  small  areas.      He 
would  not  say  anything  about  corrup- 
tion ;  but  the  statistics  as  to  the  number 
or  licences  granted  in  small  areas  certainly 
threw  a  doubt  as  to  whether  it  was  not 
better  to  have  larger  areas,  and  conse- 
quently   a     larger     amount    of   public 
opinion. 
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'  Sir  ROBERT  REID  said  that  accord- 
ing to  the  representations  which  he  had 
received  it  was  the  county  magistrates 
that  prevented  the  smaller  burghs  re- 
ducing the  number  of  public  houses  in 
their  areas. 

Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  that 
was  a  matter  of  individual  fact  on  which 
he  could  not,  at  the  moment,  give  an 
answer  one  way  or  the  other.  It  was 
not  only  his  opinion,  but  the  opinion  of 
many  others,  that  they  would  secure  a 
better  policy  by  having  larger  areas. 
The  determination  of  the  Government 
must  be  taken  to  be  the  Amendment 
which  stood  in  his  name,  which  proposed 
to  retain  the  7,000  limit  as  regarded 
burghs  in  general  while  reducing  it  in 
the  case  of  Royal  and  Parliamentary 
burghs  to  4,000. 

Mr.  ASHER  (Elgin  Burghs)  said  he 
would  support  the  Amendment  of  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend.  No  doubt  the 
Amendment  raised  a  question  of  con- 
siderable principle.  The  Lord  Advocate 
had  announced  that  he  was  prepared  to 
reduce  the  limit  in  the  case  of  Royal  and 
Parliamentary  burghs  to  4,000 ;  and  he 
tendered  his  thanks  for  that.  But  the 
Amendment  raised  the  general  question 
as  to  whether  there  should  be  any  pop- 
ulation limit  at  all  in  regard  to  licensing. 
He  supported  the  Amendment  because, 
in  his  opinion,  population  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  matter.  The  proper  test 
was  whether  a  community,  existing  as 
a  unit  of  local  administration,  with  the 
power  of  regulating  its  own  affairs  in 
regard  to  local  matters  such  as  taxation, 
water  supply,  gas  and  everything  con- 
nected with  the  social  affairs  of  the 
community,  should  be  deprived  of  the 
power  of  regulating  the  number  of 
public  houses  in  its  own  area.  He  had 
heard  no  intelligible  reason  assigned  as 
to  why  such  a  community  should  or 
should  not  have  that  power  according  to  a 
population  basis.  If  experience  had  shown 
that  these  communities  had  abused  their 
power,  that  would  be  an  excellent  reason 
for  withdrawing  it  from  them  ;  but  it 
was  conceded  on  all  hands  that  nothing 
could  be  said  against  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  exercised  their  power  in  the 
past.  The  proposal  was  a  mere  arbitrary 
rule.     It  was  said  that  for  the  administra- 


tion of  the  Contagious  Diseases  Acts  and 
the  police,  large  areas  were  found  to  be 
more  convenient ;  but  that  did  not  apply 
in  the  matter  of  licences.  The  question 
was  whether  an  outside  authority  should 
be  brought  in  for  the  purpose  of  control- 
ling the  number  of  licensed  houses  in  a 
particular  burgh.  Burghs  which  existed 
as  units  of  administration  should  be 
allowed  to  control  the  matter  in  the 
future  as  in  the  past. 

Sir  MARK  STEWART  said  that  in 
his  county  there  were  several  Royal 
burghs ;  and  his  experience  of  manjr 
years  on  the  licensing  bench  was  that 
they  were  anxious  to  keep  at  a  fair  limit 
the  public  houses  within  their  precincts. 
Very  often  when  the  burgh  magistrates- 
refused  to  renew  licences,  they  were 
afterwards  granted  by  the  county  magis- 
trates. Therefore,  it  was  hardly  fair  that 
burghs  which  did  their  duty  in  the  past 
should  have  their  privileges  taken  away 
from  them  He  hoped  the  Lord  Advocate 
had  not  said  the  last  word  in  the  matter. 
He  would  suggest  to  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  to  withdraw  his  Amendment,  and 
to  bring  the  matter  to  an  issue  on  the 
Lord  Advocate's  Amendment. 

Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  said  he 
was  in  favour  of  large  areas,  not  because 
he  impugned  for  a  moment  the  purity  of 
past  administration  on  the  part  of  smaller 
burghs,  but  because  he  wanted  to  clear 
the  way  for  the  abolition  of  the  Appeal 
Courts,  which  were  worse  than  useless. 
Again,  if  they  had  to  give  compensation,, 
and  that  was  a  thing  the  House  would 
have  shortly  to  consider,  it  was  much 
easier  to  deal  with  a  large  area  than  a 
small  one.  These  were  all  very  im- 
portant conditions,  because  they  must 
remember  that  the  value  of  licences  had 
grown  considerably  during  the  last  ten 
years. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
said  the  view  he  took  was  that  the 
consideration  which  ought  to  govern 
them  in  this  matter  was  whether 
there  was  an  adequate  local  knowledge 
of  the  circumstances  and  requirements 
of  the  burgh  on  the  part  of  those 
who  administered  the  licensing  law. 
In  all  these  small  burghs  the  justices 
and  town  councils  had  complete  con- 
trol of  all  the  public  houses.     They  were 
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going  to  take  this  particular  department  of 
licensing  away  from  them,  and  he  did  not 
know  why.  They  were  to  be  superseded 
by  some  authority  some  considerable 
distance  away,  who  had  no  ade- 
quate knowledge  of  the  wishes  and 
requirements  of  the  inhabitants.  For 
his  part  he  would  leave  the  whole  of 
these  licensing  burghs  the  powers  they 
possessed.  He  did  not  rest  his  argument 
on  the  question  of  dignity,  though  that 
ground  might  be  very  well  be  taken. 
Something  was  due,  for  instance,  to 
such  a  small  burgh  as  Culross, 
which  was  in  his  charge.  It  would  not 
be  difficult  to  make  a  very  plausible 
argument  in  favour  of  Culross  as  having 
more  largely  affected  the  prosperity 
and  influence  of  Scotland  than  any  other 
place.  What  had  given  Scotland  the 
advantage  she  possessed  over  the  southern 
country.  Some  said  it  was  her  education, 
but  really  it  had  been  the  food.  It  was 
well-known  that  oatmeal  produced  strong, 
stalwart  and  intelligent  men,  and  the 
Scotch  lived  upon  oatmeal,  and  for  many 
years  the  staple  industry  of  Culross  was 
the  making  of  girdles,  which  he  might 
explain  had  no  relation  whatever  to  the 
goddess  Venus,  and  were  no  part  of  a 
lady's  attire,  but  were  those  round  iron 
plates  which  were  used  for  toasting  oaten 
cakes  upon.     Yet  the  Lord  Advocate  was 

foing  to  take  away  from  this  ancient 
urgh  the  little  power  it  had  to  control 
its  own  liquor  traffic.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, take  that  ground ;  he  went  upon  the 
other  ground  altogether  of  local  know- 
ledge and  local  interest.  He  thought  it 
was  unfortunate  to  take  away  from  these 
little  burghs  the  local  powers  they  had 
never  misused,  and  he  did  not  see  that 
anybody  could  be  benefited  by  its  being 
done. 


Mr.  ASQUITH  said  he  was  also 
bound  to  join  in  this  appeal.  The  county 
of  Fife,  as  was  well  known,  had  a  larger 
number  of  Royal  burghs  than  any  other 
county  in  Scotland.  They  were  mostly 
represented  by  an  hon.  Member  whom  he 
saw  sitting  opposite.  The  small  residue 
he  represented  himself.  He  did  not  think 
they  had  to  apologise  in  any  way  for 
putting  forward  the  case  of  those  burghs, 
which  by  this  Bill  were  going  to  be 
deprived  of  the  powers  they  had  enjoyed 
for  so  many  years,  and  which  they  had 
never    misused.      It    had     never    been  \ 


argued  for  a  moment  that  they  had  ever 
misused  their  powers,  and  he  thought  this 
clause  was  utterly  illogical  and  from  the 
point  of  view  of  administration  totally 
incomprehensible,  because  while  they  re- 
tained to  these  burghs  administrative 
powers  in  every  other  case  they  took 
away  from  them  the  power  of  licensing, 
a  power  in  which  local  knowledge  was 
absolutely  requisite.  He  looked  upon  this 
as  a  most  retrograde  step. 


Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  said  the  chief 
argument  for  not  leaving  the  licensing 
question  in  the  hands  of  these  smaller 
burghs  was  that  they  would  be  carried 
out  by  larger  and  more  responsible  bodies 
less  subject  to  local  influence. 


Captain  SINCLAIR  could  not  see 
any  reason  for  drawing  a  distinction 
between  Royal  and  other  burghs  in 
this  matter.  Population  was  a  wrong 
basis  to  go  upon ;  it  was  continually 
changing,  and  whether  it  was  a 
hundred  or  so  below  or  above  a 
certain  limit  could  make  no  radical 
difference  in  the  quality  of  the  adminis- 
tration. The  effect  of  the  clause  would 
be  to  deprive  self-governing  communities 
of  popular  rights  and  privileges  which 
they  now  enjoyed.  If  the  Bill  really 
secured  popular  representative  control  of 
licensing  he  would  not  press  his  objec- 
tion so  strongly,  but  manv  communities 
which  at  present  had  control  of  their 
streets,    gas,   and  water,  and  possessed 

Eolice  Courts  in  which  convictions  for 
censing  offences  could  be  secured,  would 
be  unable  to  grant  licences,  and  that  did 
not  appear  to  be  a  logical  position.  The 
people  resident  in  police  burghs  were 
notdistinguishable  from  those  in  Royal  or 
Parliamentary  burghs,  and  this  cur- 
tailment of  popular  rights  and  privileges 
was  a  retrograde  step  against  which  he 
desired  to  enter  a  strong  protest. 

Mr.  EUGENE  WASON  (Clackman- 
nan and  Kinross)  supported  the  Amend- 
ment, and  contended  that  it  would  be  a 
great  hardship  to  take  away  privileges 
which  had  been  so  long  enjoyed.  Any 
concession  made  to  the  Royal  and  Par- 
liamentary burghs  ought  equally  to  be 
made  in  the  case  of  police  burghs. 


Sir  U.  Campbtll-Bannerman. 
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Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that,  while  the 
Amendment  he  had  placed  on  the  Paper 
was  more  logical  than  the  one  under  dis- 
cussion, inasmuch  as  it  really  rested  on  a 
Erinciple,  yet  he  should  certainly  support 
is  hon.  and  learned  friead.  Everything 
possible  ought  to  be  done  to  promote  the 
independence  of  burghs,  whether  Royal  or 
police.  Not  only  was  he  opposed  to  the 
taking  away  of  privileges  wh  ch  had 
been  enjoyed  and  exercised  without  sug- 
gestion of  misuse  for  so  many  years,  but 
he  was  in  favour  of  extending  like 
powers  to    similar  burghs    throughout 


Scotland.  The  best  expression  of  demo 
cratic  government  was  to  be  found  in 
the  burghs  of  Scotland,  and  more 
authority  ought  to  be  given  instead  o. 
that  at  present  possessed  being  taken 
away.  He  was  in  favour  of  the  authori- 
ties being  given  the  powers,  and  they 
then  could  be  held  responsible  for  the 
condition  of  their  burghs. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  97 ,  Noes, 
226.     (Division  List  No.  U6.) 


Aaher,  Alexander 
Aahton,  Thomas  Gair 
Asquith,  Rt.  Hod.  Herbt  Hy. 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Hornsey 
B&rrao,  Rowland  Hirst 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Black,  Alexander  William. 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Brand,  Hon.  Arthur  G. 
Brigg,  John 

Brown,  Geo.  M.  (Edinburgh) 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinsoc 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Kylnirn 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton.  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
Campbell-Bannerman,    Su    H. 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glcutg.) 
Craiar, Robert  Hunter  (Lanark) 
Crooks  William 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Davies,  M.Vaughan-  (Cardign 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Dunn,  8ir  William 
Edwards,  Frank 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (Maidstone) 
Evans.  Saml.  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Eenwick,  Charles 


AYES. 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. 
Furness,  Sir  Christopher 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Gordon,  tin.J.E.(Elgin & Nrn 
Grey  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  E.  (Berwick 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hardie,  J.  Keir  (Merthyr  Tyd 
Harms  worth,  R.  Leicester 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon. Charles  Seale- 
Hayter,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristl,  B 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
H  utchinson.  Dr.  CharleaFredk. 
Joicey.  Sir  James 
Jones,David  ^rynmor(Sxvansen 
Jones,  W.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 
Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Acerx-igUm) 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Leveson-Gower.  Fredk.  N.  S. 
Lloyd-George,  David 
M1  Arthur,  William  (Cornwall 
M'Crae,  George 
Mappin,  Sir  Fredk.  Thorpe 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Maxwell.RtHnSirH.E(  IVigfn 
Morgan, J. Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morfry,  Rt.  Hn.  John  (Montrose 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 


Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Price,  Robert  John 
Robertson.  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Russell,  T.  W. 
Shaw,Cnarlea  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Sinclair,  John   {Forfarshire) 
Soames,  Arthur  Welleeley 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  MTaggart 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (BadcTiffc) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (dam.,  B.> 
Thomas,  F.  Freeman  (Hastings) 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.  B., 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Warner.  Thos.  Courtenay  I. 
Wason,  Eugene  (Clackmannan 
Wason.  J.  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.B.) 
Whiteley,  G.  (York.  W.  B.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  Chas.  H.  (Hull,  W.) 
\Vood\\o\i8e,Sir J. T(Huddcrsfd 
Yoxall,  James  Het«ry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Robert  Reid  and  Earl 
of  Dalkeith 


Agg-Gardnei ,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Key n ell 
Arnold-  Korster,  Hugh  '< ). 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John 
Aubrey- Fletcher,  Kt.  Hon.  SirH 
Bagot,  Capt.Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Man'r 
Balfour,  Kt  HnGerald  W(  Lrels) 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch 
Banbury,  Sir  Fre<lerick  George 


NOES. 

Bartley,  Sir  Georare  C.  T. 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benj. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bigwood,  James 
Bill,  Charles 

Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Bowles,  Col.  Henry  F.(Muldx) 
Bras8ey,  Albert 
Bull.  William  James 
Burke,  E.  Haviland 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carson,Rt.Hon.Sir  Edward  H. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (2V.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbysh. 


Cayzer,  Sir  C&arles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hn.  J  A  (Wore 
Chapman,  Edward 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw  H.  Athole 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Cox.  Irwin  Edwd.  Bainbridge 
Cranborne.  Viscount 
Cross,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
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Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Ridley,Hon.  M.  W.  (Stalybridgr 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  H.  (Hackney) 
Roche,  John 

Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sadler,  Col.  Saml.  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.(Limehouse) 
Sandys,  Lt.-Col.  Thos.  Mvles 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seely,  Chaa.  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Shaw-Stewart,  M .  H .  ( lienfre  w) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  E.) 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanark*., 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord   (Lanes.) 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  Jn.  M. 
Stroyan,  John 

Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hn.  Humphrey  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester). 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Yalentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 
Wankl>n,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Webb,  Col.  William  George 
WelbyXt.  -Col  A .  C.  E.  ( Tavnfn 
Welby,  Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (Notts} 
Whiteley,  H..(Ashton-u.-Lyne) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Willianis,RtHnJPowell-(#ttm 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  A .  Stanley  ( York.E.  R. > 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Glcmtfoir) 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Worsley-Taylor,  Hry.  Wilson 
WTortley,Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.Stuart 
WynHham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Yerburgh,  Robt.  Armstrong 
Young,  Samuel 


Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
(Jullinan,  J. 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Diuisoale,Rt.Hn.  Sir  Joseph  C. 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Dorington,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  E. 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
J  )ouglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Fergusson,  Rt  Hn  Sir  J .  (Mancfr 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitcGerald,  Sir  Robt.  Penrose 
Flower,  Ernest 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,PhilipS.(  Warwick^.  W 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbe,HnA.G.H(tffy  of  Land 
Gibbs,  Hn.  Vioary  [St.  Albans 
Gore,HnG. R C.Ormsby  (5a/o/> 
Gore,  Hn.  S.  F.Ormsby-  {Line 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  Hon.  Geo.  Joachim 
Gonldinp,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,  W.  Raymond   [Cam bs 
Gretton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Halsev,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hamilton,  Rt  HnLd.G  (Mid* 
Hamilton,  Marq.  of  (Londondy 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  G. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  Arthur  H.  (Hanley) 
Heath,  James  (Staffs.,  N.  W.) 
Hogg.  Lindsay 

Houldsworth.  Sir  Wm.  Henrv 
Howard ,  John  ( Ken  f.  Faversh'm 
Jeffreys.  Rt,  Hn.  Arthur  Fred 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnstone,  Heywood 
Kemp,  Lieut. -Colonel  George 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  W.  (Salop 


Kerr,  John 

King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowies,  Lees 
Lambton,  Hon.  Fredk.  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  {Glasgow 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool 
Lawson,JohnGrant(  Yorks.N.R 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  [Birkenhead) 
LegS®>  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Lockwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  Chas.  W. [Evesham 
Long.Rt.  Hn.  Walter(Brwto/,& 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.  Eskdale) 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.  Jas.  (Kent) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkmon 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft 
Lucas,  Reg'ld  J.  (Portsmouth) 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
WlverfiiilAwvs(Edinbiirgh  W 
M'Killop,  Jas.  (Stirlingshire) 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mitchell,  William  (Burnley) 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (Walthamstow) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thsh.) 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robt.  Gray  C. 
Muntz,  Sir  Philip  A. 
Murray,  RtHnAGraham(2?wte 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nola^Col.JnhnP.fGWimy,^. 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (TipperaryfN.) 
O'Dowd,  John 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Peel,  Hn.  Wm.  R.  Wellesley 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 

Pilkinjrton,  Colonel  Richard 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis.  Robert 
Randies.  John  S. 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  Jas.  Farquharson 


Tellers  fop  the  Noes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Fell  owes. 


Mr.  EUGENE  WASON  said  that  by 
his  Amendment  he  was  simply  pleading 
for  the  same  treatment  to  be  meted  out 
to  the  police  burghs  as  to  the  Royal 
and  Parliamentary  burghs.  Although  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  done  some- 
thing for  the  Royal  and  Parliamentary 
burghs,  up  to  the  present  he  had  done 
nothing  for  the  police  burghs.     There 


were  forty-six  Royal  burghs,  and  ten  of 
them  would  have  the  power  they  already 
possessed  and  would  retain  the  privilege 
of  being  their  own  licensing  authority. 
Of  the  police  burghs  exempted  there  were 
ninety-nine,  and  if  his  Amendment  were 
carried  it  would  give  in  addition  twenty- 
four  police  burghs,  or  practically  the 
very  same  for  the  police  burghs  which 
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the  Lord  Advocate  by  his  Amendment 
had  given  to  the  Royal  and  Parliamentary 
burghs.  He  had  received  a  considerable 
number  of  letters  on  this  subject  and 
he  would  have  liked  to  make  the 
Dumber  much  larger.  As  the  Lord 
Advocate  met  them  fairly  upstairs  he 
thought  he  would  not  be  disposed  to 
object  to  treating  these  burghs  in  the 
flame  way  as  the  Royal  and  Parliamen- 
tary burghs. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  14,  to  leave  oat  the  word 
*  seven,  and  insert  the  word  *  four.'  -(Mr. 
Eugene  IVason.) 


Question  proposed,   "That  the 
*  seven y  stand  part  of  the  BUI." 


word 


Mb.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  his 
intention,  and  the  intention  of  the  Bill, 
•certainly  was  to  make  no  distinction, 
And  accordingly  they  made  the  number 
of  7,000  apply  to  both.  As  he  had 
already  explained  in  reply  to  the  very 
widely  expressed  wish  that  he  should 
give  something  to  the  old  vested  interest 
in  burghs  that  had  licensing  authorities 
in  the  old  days,  he  had  given  way  in 
that  case.  Police  burghs  had  no  rights 
in  the  old  days. 

Mr.  BLACK  (Banffshire)  said  he  should 
support  the  Amendment  of  his  hon. 
friend.  He  wished  to  point  out  to  the 
Lord  Advocate  that  in  the  case  of 
county  districts  he  had  already  accepted 
an  Amendment  reducing  the  number 
considerably  below  seven. 

Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  he 
had  stated  many  times  that  he  had  not 
accepted  that  Amendment. 

Mr.  BLACK  asked  if  it  was  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Government  to  reverse 
that  Amendment  1 


Mb.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  replied 
that  the  proposals  of  the  Government 
were  on  the  Paper. 

Mr.  BLACK  said  that  in  that  case 
the  Bill  stood  as  amended,  and  the 
proposal  was  to  allow  county  districts 
and  Royal  burghs  this  privilege  and  to 
exclude  police  burghs.  This  was  not 
reasonable,  and  he  hoped  his  hon.  friend 
would  press  his  Amendment  to  a  division. 

MR.  PARKER  SMITH  said  there 
would  be  very  considerable  feeling  upon 
this  point  on  the  part  of  the  smaller 
burghs  if  they  were  left  out.  If  the 
Lord  Advocate  was  willing  to  reduce  to 
5,000  to  a  limited  number  he  thought  it 
would  go  a  very  long  way  towards 
meeting  the  views  of  those  burghs. 

*Mr.  McCRAE  said  he  hoped  the  Lord 
Advocate  would  favourably  receive  this 
Amendment.  He  had  great  respect  for 
the  Royal  burghs,  but  for  administrative 
purposes  he  did  not  see  why  they  should 
have  a  population  of  4,000  and  police  or 
Parliamentary  burghs  should  be  excluded 
unless  they  had  a  population  of  7,000. 
lor  the  sake  of  uniformity  he  thought 
the  proper  course  to  take  was  to  make 
the  number  4,000  for  all  burghs. 

Mr.  CROMBIE  said  he  had  an 
Amendment  on  the  Paper  which  raised 
this  question,  but  if  this  Amendment 
were  carried  he  would  probably  be  out  of 
order  in  moving  it.  Unlike  many  of  his 
hon.  friends,  he  was  not  so  favourable  to 
small  constituencies,  but  he  thought  it 
was  most  invidious  to  make  a  distinction 
in  this  matter.  Many  of  these  smaller 
constituencies  were  quite  as  important  as 
Royal  burghs,  and  quite  as  capable  of 
having  a  licensing  authority  as  any  Royal 
burgh  of  the  same  size. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes,  220;  Noes, 
95.     (Division  List,  No.  147.) 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Keynell 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Arnold -Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 


AYES. 

Aubrey-Fletcher,  Kt.  Hn.  SirH. 
Bagot,  Capt.Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  ( Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Man'r 


Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Hornsey 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch 
Banbury,Sir  Frederick  George 
Bat  hurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benj. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
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Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Big  wood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Brassey,  Albert 
Bull,  William  James 
Burke,  £.  Haviland 
Butcher.  John  George 
Campbell,  KtHnJA  (Glasa.) 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lines.) 
Cavendish,  V  C  W  (Derbysh.) 
Cayzer.  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  {Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  {Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hn.  J  A  ( Wore 
Chapman,  Edward 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw  H.  Athole 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasg.) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edw.  Bain  bridge 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cross.  H.  Shepherd  {Bolton) 
CroeMey,  Sir  Savile 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dewar,  SirT.  B,.(Tr.  HatnVts 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wmcfield- 
Diiiisdale,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Jos.C. 
Dixon- Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Dorington.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  E. 
Douglas,  Kt.  Hon,  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Py  ke,Rt.  Hn.  Sir  William  Hart 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Monro  (Lexth 
Fergusson,Rt  Hn.Sir  J.  (M an'r 
Field  en,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finiay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitEGerald,  Sir  Robt.  Penrose 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  P.  S.  {Warwick,  S.W. 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
Godson.  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gore,HnG.R.C.Orni8by-(Sa/op 
Gore,Hon.S.F.Ormsby-(Zi>ic$. 
Goschen,  Hon.  Geo.  Joachim 
Gouldinp,  Edward  Alfred 
Greece.  W.  Raymond   (Combs 
Gretton,  John* 
(Troves,  James  Grimble 
Guest.  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 


Allen,  Chas.  P.  (Glos.,  Stroud) 
Asher,  Alexander 
Burran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 


Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Guthrie,  Waller  Murray 
Hal&ey,  Rt.  Hon.Thomas  F. 
Haiiiilton,Rt.Hn.Ld.G.(Afu£r. 
Hamilton,  Marq.  of  (Londondy 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  G. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  Georce 
Heath,  Arthur  H.  (Hanley) 
Heath,  James  {Staff*.,  N.  W.) 
Hogg,  Lindsay 

Houldsworth,  Sir  Win.  Henry 
Howard,  Jno  {Kent,  ¥  aver' Km 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fred 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Kemp,  Lieut. -Colonel  George 
Kenyon  Slaney,  CoL  W '.{Salop 
Kerr,  John 

King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lambton,  Hon.  Fredk.  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  i  Glasgow 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool 
Lawaon,  JohnGrant(  Yorks,NR 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  {Birkenhead) 
Legg*>  061.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,FrederickN.  S. 
Lockwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long.  Col.  Chas.  W. (Evesham 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  {Bristol,  S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.  EsidaU) 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.  Jas.  (Kent) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft 
Lucas,  Reg'ld  J.  (Portsmouth) 
Macdona,  John  dimming 
M4 Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Iver,SirLewis(^t«6wr^A  W 
M*Killop,  Jas.  (Stirlingshire) 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Maxwell,RtUnSirH.E.(  WigCn 
Meysey-Thompeon,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mitchell,  William  (Burnley) 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (Walthamstow) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thsh.) 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Roliert  Gray  C. 
Murray,  R  tHn  A.  Graham(2fafe 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nolan,  Col.  John  Y*.(Galway,N. 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tiftperary.  N.) 
O'Dowd,  John 

CKelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parkes.  Ebenezer 
Pease,  11  erbert  Pike  (Darling? n 
PeeltHnWm.  Robert  Wei  lesley 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 

NOES. 

Brand,  Hon.  Arthur  G. 
Brigg,  John 

Brown,  Geo.  M.  (Edinburgh) 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 


Percy,  Earl 

Pilkington,  Colonel  Richard 
Platt-Higgins.   Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Cams 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Redmond,  Jn.  E.  (Waterford) 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  Jas.  Farquharson 
Ridley,Hon.M.  W  (Stalybridge 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Holies  ton,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw -Ste  wart,  M.  H. {Renfrew} 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair.  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  E.) 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
opear,  John  Ward 
Stanley, Edwar  d  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord   (Lanes.) 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  MTaggart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  Jn.  M. 
S  troy  an,  John 

Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Talbot,  Lord  K.  (Chichester) 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxtcth) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Ure,  Alexander 
Yalentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Webb,  Col.  William  George 
Welbv,Lt-ColA.C.E.(7,«imfoi» 
Welby,  Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (Notts} 
Whiteley,  H.(  Ashton-u.-Lyne) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wolff.   Gustav  Wilhelm 
Worsley-Taylor,  Hry.  Wilson 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  15.  Stuart 
Yerburgh,  Robt.  Armstrong 
Young,  Samuel 

Tellers  kok  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Fellowes. 


Bryce,  Right  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charle* 
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Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
Compbell-Bannerman,   Sir  H 
Craig,  Robert  Huntei  (Lanark 
Crombie,  John  William 
Crooks,  William 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalsiel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Davies,M.  Vaughan  (Cardigan 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edwards,  Frank 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Evans,  Saml.  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. 
Furness,  Sir  Christopher 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Gordon,  Hon.  J.  E.  (Elgin&Nrn 
Gordon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hardie,  J.  Keir  (Merthyr  Tyd 
Harmsworth.  R.  Leioester 
Hayue,Rt.Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hayter,  Rt.  Hon  Sir  Arthur  D 


Hobhonse,  C.  E.  H.  (Brut lt  E 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Hutchinson,  Dr.  Charles  Fredk. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  David  B.  (Swansea) 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Lawson,Sir  \\  ilfrid  (Cornwall) 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Accrxngion) 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George.  David 
M' Arthur,  William  (Corntoall) 
M'Crae,  George 
Mappin,  Sir  Fredk.  Thorpe 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Palmer  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Price    Robert  John 
Reid,oirR.  Threshie(Z>i/  rnfries) 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Sine 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Russell,  T.  W. 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland 


Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Smith,  Jas.  ParkerfZonorftt.) 
Soames,  Arthur  Welleeley 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Badcltjfe) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glam.,  B.> 
Thomas,David  A\nred(Merthyr 
Thoma8,F.  Freeman  (Hastings) 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.  B.r 
TomkinsonL  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Wason,  J.  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White.  Luke  (York,  E.H.) 
Whiteley,  G.  (York,  W.  B.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  Chas.  H.  (HuU,  W.) 
Woodhouse,Sir  JT  (Hiiddersfd 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 


Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Eugene  Wason  and 
Mr.  Black. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  pace  1,  line  14,  after  the  word ( thousand,' 
to  insert  the  words  '  and  for  each  burgh  contain- 
ing a  population  under  7,000,  but  of  or  exceed- 
ing 4,000,  the  magistrates  of  which  have  power 
to  grant  certificates  under  the  existing 
Acts.'  " — (Tlie  Lord  Advocate.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 


Mr.  AS  HER  moved  to  amend  the 
Amendment  by  inserting  words  with  the 
•object  of  meeting  the  case  of  burghs 
the  population  of  which,  at  the  date  of  the 
last  census,  was  under  4,000,  but  which 
had  surpassed  4,000  between  that  date 
and  the  date  of  the  passing  of  the  Act. 
In  the  case  of  burghs  of  7,000  population, 
the  point  had  been  met  by  the  second 
Schedule  of  the  Act,  but  there  was  no 
opportunity  of  getting  towns  whose  popu- 
lation had  grown  over  4,000  since  the  date 
of  the  last  census,  put  in  the  same  posi- 
tion. He  made  this  Motion  specially  with 
reference  to  the  Royal  burgh  of  Inverurie, 
with  the  case  of  which,  he  thought,  the 
Lord  Advocate  was  familiar.  Of  late 
there  had  been  very  large  railway  works 
introduced  there,  which  had  largely  in- 
creased the  population,  and  there  was  no 
doubt  thp  population  was  now  nearer 
5,000. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment  to  the  Bill— 

"In    line  2,    after  the  word   'containing 
to  insert  the  words  '  at  the  date  of  the  passing 
of  this  Act  as  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland.' " — (Mr  Asher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment to  the  Bill." 


Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  he 
hoped  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
would  not  press  his  Amendment.  He 
promised  that  in  another  place  appropriate 
words  would  be  inserted. 


Amendment  to  the   proposed  Amend 
ment  to  the  Bill,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


The  Earl  of  DALKEITH  (Roxburgh)' 
moved — 

"  In  lines  2  and 3,  leave  ont  'four  thousand,' 
and  insert  '  two  thousand.'  " 

He  said  that  in  his  own  constituency  there 
were  two  burghs  with  a  population  of  re- 
spectively 3,000  and  3,200  which  had  at 
present  a  licensing  authority,  but  which 
would  be  deprived  of  it  under  the 
clause.  On  the  other  hand  there  was  a 
small  district  with  a  population  of  1,800 
which  had  never  had  a  separate  licensing. 
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■authority,  but  would  under  the  clause  i 
receive  one.  He  thought  that  that  really 
showed  how  very  absurd  these  regulations 
-were.  He  appealed  to  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  to  accept  this  Amend- 
ment. A  considerable  number  of  the 
towns  which  were  being  disfranchised, 
so  far  as  licensing  was  concerned,  were 
-county  towns,  and  more  consideration 
should  be  given  to  them  than  had  been 
«lone  in  the  Bill. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  four '  and 
insert  the  word  '  two.' " — {Earl  of  Dalkeith.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
■*  four '  stand  part  of  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment to  the  Bill." 

Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  he 
was  sorry  that  it  was  not  possible  for  him 
to  go  any  further  than  he  had  done.  In 
answer  to  his  noble  friend  as  to  country 
districts  receiving  a  licensing  authority 
which  had  never  had  one  before,  he 
would  point  out~that  the  Bill  only  stated 
that  the  County  Councils  might  give  a 
separate  licensing  authority  to  a  district 
if  they  wished. 

Sir  ROBERT  REID  said  that  they 
did   not  want  to  obstruct   the   Bill,   of 
course,  but  the  position  was  this — a  right 
which   had   existed   for   400   years   was 
taken  away  from  these  burghs,  whereas 
ihe  same  light  was  being  conferred  on 
the    population    of     1,800    which    had 
never     nad     the     right     before,     and 
which    had    no    separate    or    corporate 
existence    at    all.     There  had  been  no 
argument  on  public  grounds  in  favour  of 
"this  being  done,  and  he  thought  it  was  a  : 
revolting  thing  to  do.     He  recommended  ! 
the  noble  Lord  to  advise  his  friends  in  | 
the   Royal  burghs   that   they   were  not  j 
likely  to  get  justice  from  a  Conservative 
Government  in  this  matter,  and  that  the 
only  chance  they  had  was  to  appeal  to  the 
House  of  Lords. 


Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Proposed  words  there  inserted  in  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  CHARLES  DOUGLAS  (Lanark- 
shire, N.W.)  said  that  the  declared 
policy   of    the    Bill   in    respect    to    the 

The  Earl  of  Dalkeith. 


country  districts  was  that  the  County 
Council  was  to  select  and  employ  bodies 
for  the  purpose  of  administering  licensing 
in  the  various  districts.  But  no  one  would 
pretend  that  the  magistrates  in  large 
towns  were  selected  for  the  purpose  of 
licensing.  They  became  magistrates  very 
largely  by  seniority  in  the  Town  Councils, 
and  the  question  of  their  fitness  for  the 
duties  of  a  licensing  bench  was  not  con- 
sidered. He  rather  gathered  that  the 
Lord  Advocate  had  been  infected  by  his 
colleagues  with  the  doctrine  that  the  best 
way  to  get  a  thing  done  was  to  appoint 
a  body  for  another  purpose,  and  then 
hand  over  a  new  duty  to  it.  At  all  events 
that  was  what  was  done  under  the  present 
system.  The  magistrates  were  not  neces- 
sarily the  best  qualified  people,  and,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  there  were  cases  in  which 
magistrates  were  actually  legally  disquali- 
fied for  discharging  the  duty  of  a  licensing 
authority.  Cases  had  occurred  in  some 
small  burghs  in  which  there  were  only  one 
or  two  magistrates  who  were  not  dis- 
qualified. The  present  system  was  not 
administratively  good,  and  that  was  quite 
recognised  by  the  magistrates  themselves, 
for  the  proposed  modification  of  it  had  the 
approval  of  the  magistrates  in  large  towns. 
Sometimes  there  was  a  wholly  new  bench 
of  magistrates  called  upon  to  deal  with 
licensing  problems,  who  had  had  no  pre " 
vious  experience  of  licensing  work.  Further' 
as  from  the  nature  of  the  case  the  magis' 
tratesknew  that  they  would  not  have  to  dea* 
with  licensing  business  on  more  than 
two  or  three  occasions,  it  was  not  to  be 
expected  that  they  would  specially  pre- 
pare themselves  for  dealing  with  these 
technical  questions.  If  the  work  of 
licensing  was  to  be  efficiently  done,  it  was 
desirable  there  should  be  greater  con- 
tinuity of  administration,  and  a  more 
permanent  tribunal.  An  attempt  had 
been  made  to  do  that  in  the  Committee 
upstairs,  and,  for  his  part,  if  the  Lord 
Advocate  had  been  prepared  to  abide  by 
the  decision  of  the  Committee  to  retain 
a  certain  proportion  of  the  old  magistrates, 
in  addition  to  the  existing  magistrates,  he 
would  have  been  prepared  to  accept  that 
as  a  compromise.  The  Committee  up- 
stairs did  not  adopt  the  plan  he  was  now 
suggesting  to  the  House,  in  view  of  its 
opinion  that  the  object  could  be  achieved 
by  the  Amendment  made  in  the  Bill,  and 
which  the  Lord  Advocate  now  proposed 
to  delete.     If  the  Lord  Advocate  insisted 
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on  restoring  the  Bill  to  its  original  condi- 
tion, he  would  feel  bound  to  press  his 
Amendment,  which  he  now  moved. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  15,  to  leave  out  from  the 
-words  '  consisting  of,'  to  the  word  *  Provided,'  in 
line  18,  and  insert  the  words  '  a  committee 
Appointed  by  the  town  council  from  their  own 
number  in  accordance  with  the  scale  contained 
'  in  the  first  schedule  annexed  hereto.'" — (Mr. 
Charles  Douglas)  instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  to  the  word  '  and ' 
in  line  16,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  A  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  that 
the  Amendment  would  turn  the  scheme 
•of  the  Bill  upside  down  ;  and  he  did  not 
suppose  that  the  hon.  Member  would 
think  for  a  moment  that  he  was  going  to 
.accept  it. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

'•In  page  1,  line  16,  to  leave  out  from 
'the  word  'being'  to  end  of  clause."  —  {The 
Lord  Advocate.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 

Mr.    PARKER     SMITH     said     he 
regretted  much  that  the  Lord  Advocate 
bad  moved  this  Amendment  deleting  the 
portion   of  the  clause  which   had   oeen 
carried  by  a  considerable  majority  of.  the 
Committee  upstairs.     What  they  wanted 
was  the  power  of  putting  persons  on  the 
licensing  authority  who  had  had  experi- 
ence as  magistrates,  and  who  were  still 
members    of   the     town     council.      He 
thought    that   there    was   very    serious 
danger  of  there  being  a  lack  of  continuity  I 
of  policy  from  the  want  of  magistrates  of  ; 
experience,  especially  in  smaller  burghs.  | 
It  was  said   it   might  lead   to  faddists 
•coming  in,   but  it    would  be   far   more 
likely  to  result,  in  the  man  who  had  ex- 
perience coming  in,  and  who,  through  his 
experience  had  got  rid  of  his  fads.     He 
was]  sorry  the  Lord   Advocate  proposed 
to    go    against     this     proposal,    which  j 
generally   received  the  support  of    the 
Committee,  and  he  hoped  some  explan-  j 
ation  of  the  reason   would  be  given  to  j 
•the  House. 

Question  put,  and  negatived 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

VOL.  CXXV.       [Fourth  Series.] 


Mb.   CHARLES  DOUGLAS  said  the 
object  of  the  Amendment  he  now  proposed 
to  move  was  to  give  the  whole  control  of 
licences  in  counties  to  County  Councils, 
unhindered  by  the  justices,  exactly  as  it 
was   given  in   towns  to  town  councils 
and  the  magistrates.    They  had  had  no 
explanation  from  the  Lord  Advocate  of 
the    reason    why     justices     were     re* 
|  tained.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
not  suggested  that  the  work  would  be 
better  done  by  retaining   them.     They 
were     taking    a    great    part    of     the 
licensing  out    of    the    justices'    hands 
because  they  thought  those  gentlemen 
had  not  done  their  work  properly,  and 
that  being  so  he  thought   it  would  be 
more  reasonable  to  transfer  the  licensing, 
so  far  as  the  counties  were  concerned, 
bodily  to  the   County  Councils.    They 
had  taken  away  from  a  number  of  the 
small    burghs    the    control    of     their 
licensing,   and   he   had   supported   the 
right    hon.    Gentleman   in  that  policy 
because   he  believed  in    enlarging  the 
I  licensing  areas.    But  it  would  be  a  very 
I  serious    thing    to   take    this    licensing 
[away  from  small   burghs  and  hand  it 
over  to  those  who  were  neither  repre- 
sentative of  the  interests  of  the  County 
Councils  nor  the  burghs.    He  begged  to 
move. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  2,  line  25,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  one  half  of.'  "— {Mr.  Charles  Douglas. ) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
*  one  half  of    stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said 
many  would  remember  that  as  the  Bill 
originally  stood  the  proportions  were 
two-thirds  and  one-third.  As  a  con- 
cession he  agreed  to  one  half  in  order 
that  there  should  be  an  equal  number. 
The  simple  answer  to  this  Amendment 
was  that  the  Government  were  not 
prepared  to  go  the  length  the  hon. 
Member  desired.  The  Bill  itself  repre- 
sented a  compromise,  and  to  that  com- 
promise he  meant  to  stick. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 
said  he  hoped  the  hon.  Member  would 
not  be  satisfied  with  the  explanation  of 
the  Lord  Advocate.     He  supported  the 

R 
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hon.  Member  in  this  because  he  thought 
justices  of  the  peace  could  get  elected 
to  the  County  Councils  if  they  were  the 
representative  body  they  were  said  to  be. 
The  object  ot  the  Government  ought  to 
be  to  make  this  licensing  body  as 
representative  as  possible. 


Mr.  BLACK  said  the  Lord 
Advocate  had  hardly  discharged  the 
onus  which  rested  upon  him  in  this 
this  matter.  The  justices  were  chosen 
as  the  licensing  authority  in  1828 
because  in  the  towns  the  town 
councils  which  were  elective  bodies  were 
given  the  right  to  elect  the  magistrates 
for  this  purpose.     In  the  country  there 


was  no  such  elective  body,  and  accord- 
ingly the  legislature  had  no  alternative 
but  to  nominate  the  only  body  ex  is  ting  r 
which  was  the  justices  of  the  peace. 
To  day  they  had  County  Councils  which 
were  fully  representative  bodies  qualified 
to  exercise  the  same  powers  as  the  town 
councils  or  the  burghs,  why  then  should 
any  distinction  be  drawn  1  Why 
should  they  not  give  the  County  Coun- 
cils the  same  rights  as  those  exercised 
by  the  burghs  1 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  217  ;  Noes* 
86.     (Division  List  No.  148.) 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anton,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Anatruther,  H.  T. 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  0. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson.  Right  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-Fletcher,RtHoii.SirH. 
Bagot,  Capt,  Joeoeline  FitzRoy 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Kt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Marir. 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Homsey) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch 
Baa  bury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benj. 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Big  wood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Brassy,  Albert 

Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bui),  William  James 
Butcher.  John  George 
Campbell,  Rt  Hn  J  A  (Glasq.) 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Kdw.  H. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V .  C.  W.  (Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greentoieh) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hn.  JA.(  Wore 
Chapman,  Edward 
Chve,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.   H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill.  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.Athole 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Corbet t,  A.  Cameron  (Glasa.) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bain  bridge 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cros«,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 

Mr.  D'lfziri. 


AYES. 

Cullinan,  J. 
Gust,  Henry  John  C. 
Dalkeith,  Earl  ot 
Denny,  Colonel 
Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N. ) 
Dewar,  Sir  T.  R.(7V.  HamVu 
Dickinson.  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dimsdale,Rt.  Hou.Sir  JosephC. 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Dorington,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  E. 
Douglas,  Kt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hait 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fergusson.Rt  Hn  Sir  J .  (Manc'r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Fincn,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald ,  Sir  Ro  ber  t  Penrose- 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flower,  Ernest 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Forster  Henry  William 
Foster,  Philips.  ( Warwick,S.  W 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
Godson,Sir  Augustus  Frederick 
Gordon  Hn.J .YL.(Elgind:Nairii 
Gore,HnG.  R.  C.  Ormsby --(Salop 
Gore  Hn.  S.  F.Ormsby-  (Line 
Goschen,  Hon.  George  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greeoie,  W.  Raymond   (Cambs 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall" 
Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 


Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hn.  Ld.G.  (Mid'x 
Hamilton,  Marq.  of  (Londondy 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  G. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  James  (Staffs.,  S/.W.) 
Hogg,  Lindsay 
Howard,  Jno  (Kent,  Faver'lm 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Frsd 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Kemp,  Lieut.-Colonel  George 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  W. (Salop 
Kerr,  John 
Keswick,  William 
Kilbride,  Denis 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 

Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow} 
Lawson,JohnGrant(  Yorks.NR 
Lees,  Sir  Elliot  {Birkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Henea^e 
Leveson-Gower,FrederickN.  S. 
Lockwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  Charles  W.  (Evesham 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Bristol,  S. 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.  Eshdale) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kiikinan 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft 
Lucas,  Reg'ld  J.  (Portsmouth) 
Macdona,  John  Cumming  i 
M'Iver,SirLewis  (Edinburgh  W 
M'Killop,  Jaa.  (Stirlingshire^ 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mitchell,  William  (Bnrnley) 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (Walthamstoto) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (M onm'thsh.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robt.  Gray  C. 
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Munts,  Sir  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Rt  H  n  A..  Graham  )Bn  te 
Marray,  Charles  J.  {Coventry) 
If  yen,  William  Henry 
NoUn,Col .  JohnP.  (GalwaytJSr. 
ODowd,  John 

CKelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
Orr-Ewing,  Chirks  Lindsay 
Pease,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Peel,  Hn.  Wm.  R.  Wellesley 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 

Piatt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pre ty man,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Ratcliff,  R.  F. 
R&ttigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Redmond,  Jn.  E.  (WaUrford) 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  Jas.  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Ridley,HonM.  VV.  (Sfalyhndge) 


Ritchie,Rr .  Hn.  Cha«.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  {Sheffield) 
Robertson,  H.  (Hackney) 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneuz 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  d .  {Renfrew) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,Jame.sParker(AanarA».) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  MTaggart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  Jn.  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stroyan,  John 

Struct,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(0a?/Wntv 


Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tritton,  Chailes  Ernest 
Valantia,  Viscount 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Webb,  Col.  William  George 
Welby,Lt.  -Col.  A.  CE(  Taunton 
Welby.  Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (Notts} 
Whiteler,  TL.(Ashton-u.-Lyne} 
Willougnby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  John  (Falbirk) 
Wilson,  John  {Glasgow) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  \\.{Yorks.} 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Worsley-Taylor,  Hry.  Wilson 
Wortley,Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Smart- 
Young,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Sir  Alexander  A  eland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Fellowes. 


NOES. 


Allen,  Chas.  P.  (Glos. ,  Stroud) 

Asher,  Alexander 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Brigg,  John 

Brown,  Geo.  M.  {Edinburgh) 

Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinsou 

Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 

Burns,  John 

Burt.  Thomas 

Caldwell,  James 

Cameron,  Robert 

Campbell- Bannerman,   Sir   H. 

Craig,  Robert  H\inter{Lanark 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Crombie,  John  William 

Crooks,  William 

Dalziel,   James  Henry 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

DaTies,  M.Vaughan    (Cardign 

Duncan,  J.  Hastings 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Edwards,  Frank 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  {Glamorgan 

Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 


Foster,  Sir  Walter  {Derby  Co. 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hardie,  J.  Keir  (M\r(hyr  Tyd 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale 
Hayter,  Rt  Hon  Sir  Arthur  1). 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.  U..(BristoltE.) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Hutchinson,  Dr.  ChariesFredk. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  David  B.  {Swansea) 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,Sir  Wilfrid  (Cormvall) 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
M'Crae,  George 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Morgan, J .  Lloyd  ( Carmarthen) 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Newnee,  Sir  George 
O'Mara,  James 
Partington,  Oswald 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
PiUrinjrton,  Lt.-Col.  Richard 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Price    Robert  John 
Reid.SirR.  Threshie(Z)ura/rww) 


Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  {Cleveland} 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Staford) 
Sinclair,  John  {Forfarshire) 
Soames,  Arthur  Welleeley 
Tavlor,Theodore  C.{Radcliffe) 
Thomas,  A.  (Carmarthen,  JB.) 
Thomas,  Sir  A .( Glamorgan,  E. ) 
ThomaSjD'avid  Alfred(3f erthyr 
Thomas,  F.  Fr  eem  an  {Hastings) 
Thomson,  F.  W.  {York,  W.  R.} 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Wason, Eugene  {Clackmannan 
Wason,  John  Cathcart  ( Orkney  > 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Luke  {York,  E.R.) 
Whiteley,  G.  (York.  W.  B.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  Chas.  H.  (EiM,  W.) 
Yoxaii,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Mr.  Charles  Douglas  and 
Mr.  Black. 


Mr.  EUGENE  WASON  said  the  object 
of  his  Amendment  was  to  give  some 
small  concession  to  large  populous  burghs 
which  had  not  the  control  of  their  own 
licensing.  It  was  a  very  small  matter, 
but  it  would  be  a  boon  to  them  because 
they  had  always  hoped  to  be  their  own 
licensing  authority. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  words, 
'  the  magistrates  of  which  have  power  to 
grant  certificates  under  the  existing  Acts.'" 
— {Mr.  Eugene  Wason.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill.' 

R  2 
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Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said 
this  was  really  the  old  story  over  again.  ; 
He  could  not  give  way  any  more.  These 
concessions  were  made  to  the  Royal 
burghs  on  account  of  the  position  they 
held. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  2,  line  38,  to  leave  out  from  begin- 
ning of  line,  to  the  word  '  Provided,'  in  Tine 
39,  and  insert  the  words, '  number  of  the  Court 
without  such  addition  as  the  population  of 
the  burgh  bears  to  the  population  of  the 
county  or  district  excluding  every  such  burgh."1 
—{The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  DALKEITH  said  the 
reason  he  had  put  this  Amendment 
down  was  that  he  considered  it  as  only 
fair  that  these  burghs  should  have  their 
full  number  on  the  licensing  authority. 
He  could  not  see  why  it  should  be 
restricted  to  magistrates.  It  was  only 
fair  if  there  was  not  a  sufficient  number 
of  magistrates  that  the  number  shoujd 
be  made  up  by  councillors.  He  begged 
to  move. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  2,  line  30,  after  the  word  '  magis- 
trates,' to  insert  the  words,  'or  councillors.'" 
— (The  Earl  of  Dalkeith.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mb.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  if  the 
burgh  got  its  magisterial  body  it  was  all 
it  was  entitled  to.  He  could  not  accept 
the  Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  said  in 
the  discussion  upstairs  no  very  varied 
argument  had  been  urged  against  the 
omission  of  the  appeal  Courts. 
His  experience  was  that  the  licensing 
Courts  of  first  instance  did  their  work 
far  better  than  the  appeal  Courts, 
and  therefore  he  begged  to  move. 

,    Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  line  3,  to  leave  out  Clause  4." 
— (Mr.  Munro  Ferguson. ) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  to  the  words, 
*  one-half' in  line  5,  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 


Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  this 
Amendment  was  to  abolish  the  Court 
of  appeal  altogether.  That  was  a 
proposition  he  was  not  prepared  to 
accept  and  which  he  thought  if  ac- 
cepted would  not  be  at  all  advantageous 
to  the  licensing  laws  of  Scotland.  There 
were,  he  thought,  very  few  matters  in 
which  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of 
the  public  that  there  should  be  no 
appeal  Court.  The  true  value  of  an 
appeal  Court  in  cases  of  this  kind 
consisted  not  so  much  in  the  fact  that  a 
decision  might  be  reversed,  but  in  the 
fact  that  the  Court  below  knew  it  could 
not  do  what  it  liked  without  its  decisions 
being  questioned.  He  would  certainly 
object  to  the  appeal  Courts  being  taken 
out. 


Mr.  ASHER  said  that  where  a  Court 
of  first  instance  had  to  decide  questions 
of  law  or  of  fact  an  appeal  Court  was 
a  most  valuable  institution,  but  in  this 
case  what  was  proposed  was  an  appeal 
Court  to  review  the  decisions  of  the 
licensing  magistrates  who,  in  exercising 
their  discretion,  had  proceeded  upon  facts 
known  to  themselves,  and  of  which  there 
was  no  record  whatever,  the  theory  of  the 
licensing  Court  being  that  it  should  consist 
of  persons  with  local  knowledge  by  which 
they  should  be  guided  in  regard  to  the 
granting  of  licences.  The  decisions  of  such 
a  body  were  to  be  reviewed  by  gentlemen 
from,  perhaps,  the  other  end  of  the  county, 
who  knew  nothing  whatever  about  the 
local  circumstances  of  the  particular 
place  for  which  the  licence  was  asked. 
While  he  had  every  admiration  for  an 
appeal  Court  under  proper  circumstances, 
it  appeared  to  be  perfectly  absurd  here. 

Mr.  BLACK,  in  supporting  the 
Amendment,  said  the  Lord  Advocate  was 
consistent  in  constantly  appealing  to 
what  had  been,  but  he  had  given  no 
reason  whatever  for  maintaining,  in  the 
altered  circumstances,  what  had  been. 
The  strengthening  of  the  Court  of  first 
instance  had  done  away  with  whatever 
reason  previously  existed  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  a  Court  of  appeal.  Moreover, 
according  to  statistics,  the  Court  of  appeal 
had  been  falling  in  popularity  in 
Scotland,  inasmuch  as  while  ten 
years  ago  there  were  141  appeals 
there  were  now  only  half  that  number, 


477       Licensiiy  Ads  (Srotland)     {13  July  1903}  Consolidation  dc  Amendt.  Bill  478 


representing  about  i  per  cent,  of  the 
cases  disposed  of  even  by  the  inferior 
Court  of  first  instance. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.)  expressed 
his  surprise  that  more  argument  had  not 
been  adduced  by  the  Lord  Advocate  in 
support  of  the  clause.  Many  Members 
who  were  now  present  were  not  on  the 
Standing  Committee,  and  the  House 
was  entitled  on  a  question  of  such  im- 
portance to  more  than  a  perfunctory 
expression  of  opinion.  He  believed  that 
the  general  trend  of  opinion  in  Scotland 
for  some  time  past  had  been  against  the 
appeal  Court.  In  saying  that,  he  was 
not  referring  to  the  extreme  section  of 
the  temperance  party,  but  to  the 
moderate  and  reasonable  men  who  felt 
that  some  reform  was  needed,  but  who 
were  anxious  that  the  law  should  be 
administered  with  fairness  and  modera- 
tion. The  balance  of  opinion  among 
that  class  of  the  population  was  that  the 
appeal  Court  was  of  little  or  no  use.  The 
appeals  were  described  as  being  from 
knowledge  to  ignorance,  from  those 
who  had  a  direct  local  interest  to  those 
who  were  indifferent,  and  if  that  were 
true,  the  House  ought  to  have  further 
reasons  given  in  favour  of  the  retention 
of  this  clause.  The  argument  of  the 
Lord  Advocate  that  the  primary  licensing 
Court  required  to  be  kept  in  order  by 
the  possibility  of  its  decisions  being 
reversed  was  hardly  applicable,  as  the 
Court  of  first  instance  really  had  a 
direct  local  responsibility,  while  the 
Court  of  appeal  would  not  have  the  same 
responsibility.  He  believed  that  the 
balance  of  Scotch  opinion  was  that  no 
good  had  been  derived  from  the  existence 
of  the  appeal  Court  in  times  past,  and 
that  the  present  opportunity  should  be 
taken  to  get  rid  of  it. 

Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  asked 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
really  under  tho  impression  that  the 
balance  of  Scotch  opinion  was  against 
the  existence  of  the  confirmatory  Court. 

Mr.  BRYCE  believed  it  was  in  favour 
of  throwing  the  whole  responsibility  on 
the  Court  of  first  instance,  which  was 
in  the  locality,  knew  the  facts,  and  was 


practically  responsible  to  the  people  of 
the  district.  Opinion  might  differ  in 
different  parts  of  the  country,  but  as  far 
as  he  knew  that  was  the  feeling. 

Sir  CHARLES  RENSHAW  (Renfrew, 
W.)  protested  against  the  view  given 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  of  opinion 
in  Scotland  with  regard  to  the  appeal 
Court,  and  especially  to  the  confirmatory 
Court.  The  latter  had  been  a  most  valu- 
able check  on  the  licensing  system,  and 
there  would  be  a  feeling  of  deep  regret 
throughout  Scotland  if  the  protection 
afforded  by  it  were  withdrawn. 

Mr.  HUNTER  CRAIG  said  it  was  a 
notorious  fact  that  all  the  larger  burghs 
had  felt  it  to  be  an  inju  tice  that  justices 
hould  be  brought  in  from  outside  to 
overturn  the  decisions  of  the  people  on 
the  spot. 

Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON  denied  the 
accuracy  of  the  view  of  the  right  hon 
Gentleman  opposite.  It  was  true  that 
great  scandal  had  arisen  in  connection 
with  canvassing,  but  that  would  be  put 
right  by  the  establishment  of  a  properly 
constituted  Court.  The  great  advantage 
of  a  confirmatory  Court  was  that  it 
secured  uniformity  of  procedure,  which 
was  not  likely  to  be  obtained  if  all  the 
smaller  licensing  bodies  acted  inde- 
pendently. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  regarded  this  clause 
as  one  of  the  blackest  spots  in  the  Bill. 
If  the  Government  considered  the  autho- 
rity they  were  setting  up  to  be  a  proper 
authority,  why  should  there  be  any 
appeal  against  their  decision?  A  kind 
of  House  of  Lords  was  being  set  up,  and 
it  would  weaken  both  the  Bill  and  the 
local  authority. 

Mr.  GROVES,  speaking  as  one  pos- 
sessing some  knowledge  of  the  subject, 
and  a  full  share  of  common  sense,  said 
that  this  clause,  so  far  from  weakening 
the  Bill,  was  one  of  its  strong  points, 
and  was  necessary  if  the  measure  was  to 
work  satisfactorily. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  217  ;  Noes 
76.  (Division  List  No.  149.) 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynedl 


AYES. 

Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  0. 
Arrol,  Sir  Wifliam 


I  Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-Fletcher,Rt.  Hn.SirH. 
Bagot,  Capt. Joeceline  FitzRoy 


479       Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)       {COMMONS}     Consolidation  &  A me ndt.  Bill    480 


Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Bal carres.  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (ManW 
Balfour,  Gapt.  C.  B.  (Hornsey 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch 
Banbury, Sir  Frederick  George 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benj. 
Beach,  Rt.  Hon.  SirM.  Hioks 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Ben  tine  k,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bigwood7  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boacawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Bowles,  T.  Gibson  (Lynn  Regis 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick.  Rt  Hon.  St  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Butcher.  John  George 
Campbell,Rt  Hn.  J .  A(Glasgow) 
Campbell,  John  {Armagh,  S.> 
Carson,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.IN.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  VCW  (Derbysh.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Cbamberlain,Rt.  Hn.  JA(  Wor. 
Chapman,  Edward 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coffhill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw  H.  Athole 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasg.) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edwd.  Bainbridge 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cross, Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Cuibitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Cust,  Henry  John  C. 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Denny,  Colonel 
Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 
Dewar,  Sir  T.  R.(7V.  HamVts 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wmgfield- 
Dimsdale,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Jos.  C 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fercusson,  RtHn.  Sir  J.  (Mamfr 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald.SirRobt.  Penrose- 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foreter,  Henry  William 
Foster,Philip&.(  Warwick,S.  W 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Calloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 


Allen,  Chas.  P.  (Glos. ,  Stroud) 
Asher,  Alexander 


Garfit,  William 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gordon, Ho.  J.  E.  (Elgin  <k  A  rn. 
Gore,HnG.  H.C.Ormaby -(Salop 
Goschen,  Hon.  Geo.  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,  W.  Raymond   (Combs 
Grebton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Halsey,  Rt.  Hun.  Thomas  F. 
Hannbro,  Charles  Eric 
Hamilton, Marq.  of  (Vdonderry 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  Arthur  H.    Haniey) 
Heath,  Janies(67q^orrf,  N.  W. 
H elder,  Augustus 
Hogg,  Lindsay 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard,  Jno  [Kent,  Faver'hm 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fr>d 
Jesse],  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnstone,  Heywood 
Kemp,  Lieut.  -Colonel  George 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  W.  (Salop 
Kerr,  John 
Keswick,  William 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
I^mbton,  Hon.  Fredk.  Wm. 
Laurie.  Lieut. -General 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow 
Lawson,  J.Grant  ( Yorks.,N.R. 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,FrederickN.  S. 
Lock  wood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Col.  Charle*  W.  (Evesham 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Bristol,  $ 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  {Cumb.  Eshdale) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas, Col.  Francis  (Lotcestoft) 
Lucas,  Reg'ld  J.  (Portsmouth) 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Wlver$irlavtiB(Edinburgh  W 
M4Killop,  Jas.  (Stirlingshire) 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Manners,  Lord  Cecl 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mitchell  William  (Burnley) 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Mon  tagu,  Hon.  J.  Scott  (Hants. 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,  David  J  ( Walthamstow 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thsh.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray.  Sir  Robt.  Gray  C. 
Muntz,  Sir  Philip  A. 
Murray,Rt.  HnAGraham(Z?t/te 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Myers,  William  Henry 

NOES. 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Black,  Alexander  William 


O'Brien.K.  (Tipperary,  Mid) 
O'Dowd,  John 

O'Kelly,   Conor  {Mayo,  N.) 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parkes   Ebenezer 
Pea^Herb.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Peel,Hn.tv  m.KobertWellesley 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 

Pilkmgton,  Colonel  Richard 
Piatt- Hij:gins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Framis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies.  John  S. 
Ratcliff,  R.  F. 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  Jas.  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Ridley,  Hn.  M.W .{Stalybrulgc 
Ritchie,  Rt  Hon  Chas  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  H.  (Hackney) 
Roche,  John 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Saml.  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seeiy,Maj.J.E.B(/«/fr>/  Wight 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw- Stewai  i ,  M .  H .  (Renfrew 
Sinclair,  Loui?   (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  E.) 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanark*.) 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,   Lord   (Lanes.) 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  MTaggart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  Jn.  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strut t,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Talbot,lUHn.J.G.  (Or/ V{//inj. 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valeniia,  Viscount 
Walrond,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Webb,  Col.  William  George 
Welby,Lt.-Col.A.C.E(7Vrwttof» 
Welby,  Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (Notts) 
Whiteley,  H.(.4^on~i/.-Zyne) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasaov) 
WiNon-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorks. 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Worsley-Taylor,  Hry.  Wilson 
Wortley,Rt.  Hon.C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Fellowes. 


Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Brand,  Hon.  Arthur  G. 
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Brigg,  John 

Brown,  Geo.  M.  (Edinburgh) 

Brainer,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Bryoe,  Bight  Hon.  James 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 

Burns,  John 

Caldwell,  James 

Cameron,  Robert 

Craig,  Robert  Hunter  {Lanark 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Crook*,  William 

Dalziel,   James  Henry 

Daviea,  Alfred  {Carmarthen) 

Davies,M.  Vanghan  -  ( Cardigan 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  {Lanark) 

Duncan,  J.  Hastings 

Dvnn,  Sir  William 

Edwards,  Frank 

Elfbank,  Master  of 

Brans   Saml.  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Farqunarson,  Dr.  Robert 

Fmwick,  Charles* 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. 

Gordon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Hardie,  J.  Keir  (Merthyr  Tyd 


Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale 
Hayter,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  H. 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Hutchinson,Dr.  Charla*»Fredk. 
Jones,DavidBrynmor(5'w>afwea 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
LangHey,  Batty- 
La  wson,Sir  Wilfrid  (Corntoall) 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lough,  Thomas 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Laren,  Sir  Charles   Benj. 
Mansfield,  Horace  Kendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Partington,  Oswald 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Reid,SirR.Threshie(Z)ttw/ri€s) 
Samuel,  HerberiL.(Clcveland) 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 


Smith,  K.C(Northnm.  Tyneside) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.(Radcliffe 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  A.  {Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas, Sir  A.(Glamoraan,E.) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thomas,F.  Freeman  (Hastings) 
Thomeon,  P.  W.  {York,  W.  B.) 
Toulmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Wason,  E.  (Clackmannan) 
Wason,  JohnCathcart  (Orkney 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Whiteley,  G.  {York,  W.  R.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  Chas.  H.  (Hull,  W.) 
Yoxall.  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Munro  Ferguson  and 
Mr.  Crombie. 


And  it  being  after  half-past  Seven  of 
the  clock,  further  consideration  of  the 
Bill,  as  amended,  stood  adjourned  till 
this  Evening's  Sitting. 


EVENING  SITTING, 

LICENSING    -ACTS    (SCOTLAND)    CON- 
SOLIDATION AND  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee), further  considered. 

Mr.  GROVES  formally  moved  the 
following  Amendment  standing  in  the 
name  of  Mr.  Galloway. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

*'  In  page  3,  line  5,  to  leave  out  the  words 
"•  one-half,'  and  insert  the  words  •  two- thirds.' " 
— (Mr.  Groves.) 

Question  proposed  "  That  the  words 
*  one-half '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  if 
he  were  master  of  the  situation  he  would 
be  willing  to  accede  to  the  Motion,  but 
in  the  interests  of  the  Bill  he  was  bound 
to  stand  by  the  concessions  made  in 
Committee,  and  therefore  he  would  advise 
the  House  to  vote  against  the  Amend- 
ment. The  exact  proportion  was  a 
question  which  did  not  matter  one  way 
or  the  other,  but  as  he  had  had  no 
hesitation  in  gauging  the  feeling  of  the 
Committee  on  this  question  he  should 
stick  to  the  Bill  and  oppose  the  Amend- 
ment now  proposed. 


Mr.  GRETTON  thought  there  were 
weighty  arguments  in  favour  of  the 
Amendment.  The  right  hon.  •  and 
learned  Gentleman  only  said  he  felt 
bound  by  the  compromise  which  had 
been  arrived  at  in  Committee,  but  it 
seemed  to  him  to  be  an  illogical  proceed- 
ing to  refer  a  decision  come  to  by  one 
body  to  another  body  largely  composed 
of  the  original  body  which  arrived  at 
the  decision.  He  thought  it  was  seriously 
to  be  regretted  that  the  compromise  had 
been  arrived  at. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  line  10,  after  the  word  « (2),' 
insert  the  words  '  Except  as  hereinafter  pro- 
vided"' 

"  In  page  3,  lines  23  and  24,  to  leave  out  the 
words  *  having  a  separate  licensing  Court  and 
containing  a  population/  and  insert  the  words 
'  containing  a  population  of  or  exceeding  seven 
thousand  and. 

"  In  page  3,  line  30,  after  the  word  *  Courts,' 
to  insert  the  words  'and  from  any  burgh  licen- 
sing Court  for  a  burgh  situate  within  the 
county  which  is  not  specified  in  the  immediately 
preceding  subsection.1 " — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  lines  39  and  40,  to  leave  out  the 
words  '  a  proprietor  of  lands  or  houses  or  has 
not  a  residence  or  a  place  of  business,'  and  insert 
the  words  '  entered  in  the  valuation  roll  in  force 
for  the  time  being  as  a  proprietor,  tenant,  or 
occupier  of  lands  or  heritages.'  "—(The  Lord 
Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  CHARLES  DOUGLAS  said  this 
Amendment  provided  for  the  representa- 
tion of  burghs  on  the  county  appeal 
Cv)Urt  in  respect  of  decisions  given  by 
the  burgh  licensing  committee  being 
the  subject  of  the  review  of  the  Court. 
As  the  Bill  at  present  stood  the  burghs 
wore  left  without  any  representation 
whatever  in  the  appeal  Court  by  which 
their  decisions  were  reviewed.  Although 
they  might  regard  the  question  of 
Courts  of  first  instance  being  settled 
this  question  of  the  Court  of  appeal  was 
a  sepa.ate  question,  and  it  was  not  an 
unreasonable  suggestion  to  make  that 
the  burgh  should  be  represented  in  the 
appeal  Court  in  proportion  to  its  popula- 
tion. He  sincerely  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  accept  the  Amend- 
ment.   He  begged  to  move. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  Inbage  4,  line  3,  at  the  end,  to  add  i  he  words 
•(a)  The  Court  of  appeal  from  a  county 
licensing  Court  or  county  district  licensing 
court  as  hereinbefore  provided  shall  be  modi- 
tied  by  the  addition  thereto  for  each  county  of 
such  a  number  of  representatives,  being  magis- 
trates from  the  burghs  under  7,000  popula- 
tion, within  each  county  as  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  shall  determine,  by  order  under  his 
hand,  having  regard  to  the  relative  population 
of  the  burghs  and  county  respectively  :  Pro- 
vided, that  the  number  of  magistrates  to  be 
determined  as  afoiesaid  shall  not  exceed  the 
number  of  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county 
contained  in  the  Court  of  appeal ;  (b)  The 
burgh  representatives  on  the  Court  of  appeal 
as  provided  in  the  immediately  preceding  sub- 
section shall  be  elected  at  a  meeting  of  the 
magistrates  of  the  burghs  without  separate 
licensing  Courts  within  each  county,  to  be 
convened  by  the  town  clerk  of  the  county  town 
of  each  county  on  the  third  Tuesday  of 
December  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  lour, 
and  they  shall  hold  office  till  the  third  Tuesday 
of  December  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
five,  when  they  sh*ll  retire,  ami  their  suc- 


cessors shall  be  elected  at  a  meeting  to  be 
convened  as  aforesaid,  and  thereafter  such 
retiral  and  election  shall  take  place  every 
third  year  at  a  meeting  convened  as  aforesaid 
to  be  held  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  December, 
and  the  members  so  elected  shall  act  for  three 
years.' "—(Mr.  Charles  Douglas.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words* 
be  there  inserted." 

Mb.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  he 
did  not  like  to  refuse  an  Amendment 
moved  in  such  temperate  language. 
In  this  case  there  were  no  old  rights 
of  which  burghs  had  been  deprived. 
The  burghs  never  had  any  part  in  the 
appeal  Court.  The  appeal  was  to  the 
county  justices,  and  thS  burghs  were 
now  in  a  much  better  position  than  they 
were  before,  because  instead  of  going  to 
an  irregular  tribunal,  as  they  previously 
did,  they  went  now  to  a  regular  appeal 
Court.  If  this  had  not  complicated  the 
appeal  Court  he  would  have  accepted 
the  Amendment,  but,  as  it  would  com- 
plicate it  very  much,  he  could  not  do  so. 
He  had  considered  the  matter,  and  if 
anything  could  have  moved  him  it 
would  have  been  the  temperate  language 
of  the  hon.  Member. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  he  could  not  agree 
with  the  right  lion.  Gentleman  in  all  he 
had  said.  He  thought  this  was  a  very 
important  Amendment,  and  was  sorry 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could  not 
accept  it.  He  hoped  the  hon.  Member 
would  go  to  a  division  upon  it. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  56  ;  Noes,. 
110.     (Division  List  No.  150.) 


Black,  Alexander  William 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Brigg,  John 

Brown,  Geo.  M.  {Edinburgh) 

Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinaon 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 

Bums,  John 

Burt,  Thomas 

Caldwell,  James 

Cameron,  Robert 

Craig, Robert  Hunter  {Lanark) 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Crombie.  John  William 

Crooks,  William 

Dalkeith,  Earl  of 

Davies,  Alfred  {Carmarthen) 


AYES. 

Edwards,  Frank 

Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 

Fen  wick,  Charles 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 

Griffith,  E11U  J. 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 

Jones,William(  Carnarvonshire 

Lawson.Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lundon,  W. 

M'Crae,  George 

Mansfield,  Horace  Kendall 


Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  ( Carmarthen) 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Priestley.  Arthur 
Reid,Sir  K.Threshie(Dum/ries) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Unwell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  .John  (Forfarshire) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glam.,  B.) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thomson,  F.  W.  {York,  W.B.y 
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Wallace,  Robert  White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 

Wason,Eugene(C7ac&ma/wa»)  Whitley,  J.  H.  {Halifax) 

Wason.  J.  Cathcart  (Orkney)  Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 

Weir,  James  Galloway  Yoxall,  James  Henry 


Tellers  fob  the  Ayes  — 
Mr.  Charles  Douglas  and 
Mr.  Dalziel. 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnoid-iTorster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson.  Right  Hon.  John 
A  ubrey-  b  le  teller,  Kt.  Ho .  Sir  H. 
Bun,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benj. 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bull,  William  James 
Burke,  £.  Haviland 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derby sh 
Chapman,  Edward 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Corbett,A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Lrossley,  Sir  Savile 
Cullinan,  J. 
Denny,  Colonel 
Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 
Dewar,  Sir  T.  R.(7Y.  HamVts 
Dickson.  Charles  Scott 
Dimsdale,  Rt.  Hon.SirJoaephC. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Finch,  Kt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Flower,  Ernest 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 


NOES. 

Garfit,  William 
Godsoc,SirAugiistusFrederick 
Goschen,  Hon.  Geo.  Joachim 
Greene,  Hy.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Gretbon,  John 
Groves  James  Grimble 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  G. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hogg,  Lindsay 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard,  J.  (Midd.,  Tott'ham 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustaca 
Johnstone,  Heywood 
Kenyon-Slaney ,  Col.  W.  (Salop 
Kerr,  John 
Keswick,  William 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Le  veson-Gower,  Fredericks.  S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Bristol,  S. 
Ma  elver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M 'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M,  I  ver,SirLewis(  Edinburgh,  W 
M*Killop,  Jas.  (Stirlingshire) 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
M'Laren.  Sir  Charles  Benj. 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Milvain,  Thomae 
Mitchell,  William  (Bundey) 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (Walthametow) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Murray,  Rt.  HnAGraham(/^M/*5 
Nolan,Col.  John  P.  ( Gahvay,  Ar. 
O'Brien,  K.  (Tipperary,  Mid) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Kelly,   Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 


Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Pease,HerbertPike(Z>ar/tn^^» 
Peel.Hn  Wm.  Robert  Wellesley 
Percy,  Earl 
Plnmmer,  Walter  B. 
Pre ty man,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  Jaa.  Farquharson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Roche,  John 

Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
S«ely,MajJ .  E.  B.  (Isle  of  Wight 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  E.) 
Smith,H.C.  (Northmb.  Tyneside 
Spear,  John  WHrd 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  loxteth) 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  E.  M. 
Ure,  Alexander 
Yalentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  Joim  (Glasgow) 
Wyndham-Quin,  MajorW.  K. 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Fellowes. 


Amendinent  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  4,  line  31,  to  leave  out  from 
beginning  of  line  to  the  word  '  and,'  in  line  32." 
--(The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  DALKEITH  said  the 
Amendment  he  now  proposed  might  not 
be  of  great  importance,  but  it  seemed  to 
him  that  in  creating  these  clauses  it 
would  be  unwise  to  restrict  them,  it 
would  be  much  better  to  leave  them  un- 
restricted in  these  matters.  He  begged 
tp  move. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  6,  line  10,  to  leave  out  Sub-section 
(11)."— (The  Earl  of  Dalkeith.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  to  the  word 
'new'  in  line  12,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 


Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  he 
was  not  prepared  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment. He  would  rather  stick  to  the 
Bill  as  it  was. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  JOHN  LENG  said  the  Amend- 
ment he  now  proposed  was  to  extend, 
this  clause  to  renewals  as  well  as  new 
licences.    He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  6,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'  new.* — (Sir  John  Leng. ) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word. 
*  new  '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  saidjhe 
must  oppose  the  Amendment  because 
here  again  there  was  the  question  of  the: 
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•compromise.  The  Bill,  as  it  stood, 
followed  the  old  law,  but  this  Amend- 
ment would  entirely  alter  the  law. 
Under  the  old  law  there  was  to  be  a 
majority  in  part  because  they  had  large 
irregular  tribunals,  but  they  now  had 
regular  tribunals.  It  was  also  question- 
able whether  this  Amendment  was  in 
order,  having  regard  to  what  they  had 
done  in  Sub-section  8  of  the  present 
clause,  but  he  would  not  take  that  point. 
The  idea  was  that  where  they  were  altering 
the  stains  quo  they  must  have  an  absolute 
majority.  He  had  given  way  on  the 
question  of  a  new  certificate  in  regard  to 
which  they  must  have  an  absolute 
majority,  but  when,  it  was  a  case  of 
appeal  on  renewal  then  they  had  a  person 
who  had  already  got  a  certificate  and  he 
was  entitled  to  a  renewal.  He  thought 
it  was  rather  hard  in  an  appeal  case  to 
insist  upon  an  absolute  majority.  In 
every  case  if  a  new  certificate  was  re- 
quired   they    were    bound    to    have    a 


majority.     Therefore  he  could  not  accept 
the  Amendment, 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  he  was  sorry  that 
the  Lord  Advocate  had  made  a  mistake 
in  this  matter.  The  question  was  whether 
the  chairman  had  the  power  of  a  casting 
vote  in  regard  to  a  renewal  just  as  he  had 
in  regard  to  a  new  application.  It  was 
not  a  question  of  the  merits.  Whether 
it  was  an  old  or  a  new  certificate  was  not 
the  question  the  Committee  had  to  decide, 
but  it  was  the  question  of  the  power  of 
the  chairman,  and  if  he  had  a  casting 
vote  in  one  case  why  should  he  not  have 
it  in  an  altogether  different  case  1  He 
hoped  the  hon.  Member  for  Dundee  would 
adhere  to  his  very  reasonable  Amend- 
ment, and  if  he  did  he  should  support 
him. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided:— Ayes,  124;  Noes, 
63.     (Division  List  No.  151.) 


-Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
AjtoI,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-Fletcher.Rt.  Hn.  SirH. 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Man'r 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  {Leeds 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
-Batibunt,  Hon.  Allen  Beni. 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bull,  William  James 
Burke,  E.  Haviland 
Butcher.  John  George 
►Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Cavendish,  V-C.W.  (Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Chamberlain,Rt.  Hn.  J  A  ( Wore 
Chapman,  Edward 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Oran  borne,  Viscount 
Ooes,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
'Cullinan,  J. 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Denny,  Colonel 
Devlin,  Joseph  [Kilkenny ,N. ) 
Dewar,  SirT.  R.(7V.  HamVts 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dimadale,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Jos.  C. 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H7 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Robt.  Penrose 

Jfr.  A.  Graham  Murray. 


AYES. 

Flower,  Ernest 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Garfit,  William 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Goschen,  Hon.  Geo.  Joaohip* 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,  J3y.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
G  ret  ton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Hatch,  Erne*t  Frederick  Geo. 
Heath,  Arthur  H.  (Hanley) 
Heath,  James  (Staff 's.,N.  W.) 
Ho<jg,  Lindsay 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard,  J.  (Midd.,  Tott'ham 
Johnstone,  Heywood 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  W.  (Salop 
Kerr,  John 
Keswick,  William 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  iQlasqow 
Lawson,  JohnGrant(  YorksNR, 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,FrederickN.S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  Walter  (BristoltS 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M4I  veT%Sirhew\B^Edinburgh  W 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Milvain,  Thorns* 
Mitchell,  William  (Burnley) 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Morgan,  D.  J.  ( Walthamstoxo) 


Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Murray,RtHn  A.Graham(i*Mte 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nolan,Col.JohnP.(£«/imy,^ 

O'Dowd,  John 

Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 

Parkee,  Ebenezer 

Peel,  Hn  Win.  Robert  Wellesley 
Percy,  Earl 

Platt-Higgins,   Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Erntst  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  H.  (Hackney) 
Roydfl,  Clement  Molyneux 
Rutherford,  John  {Lancashire) 
Sadler,  Col. Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Ske wee-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  E.) 
Smi  th ,  H  0  ( North  'mh.  Ty  neside 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  E.  M. 
Valentia   Viscount 
Walrond,RtHn.SirWilliam  H. 
Webb,  Col.  William  George 
Welby,Lt-Col.A.C.E.7a«w*o/* 
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Whiteley,  TL.(A8hton~u.-Lyne)  I  Wolff,  Qustav  Wilhehn  Tellers  for  the    Ayes— 

Wilson,  John  (Falkirk)  I  Worsley-Taylor,  Hry.  Wilson  Sir    Alexander    Acland- 

Wilson,  John  {Glasgow)  |  Wyndham-Quin,  MajorW.  H.  Hood  and  Mr.  Fellowes. 


Black,  Alexander  William 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Brigg,  John 

Brown,  George  M.  {Edinburgh) 

Brainier,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Kyburn 

Bort,  Thomas 

Caldwell.  James 

Cameron,  Robert 

Corbett,  A.  Cameron  {Giasg.) 

Craig,  Robert  Hunter  {Lanark) 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Crombie,  John  William 

Crooks,  Wi  liam 

Davie*,  Alfred  {Carmarthen) 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  {Lanark) 

Edwards,  Frank 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  [Leith 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  {Derby  Co. 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 


NOES. 

Gurdon  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 

Jones,  Wm.  {Carnarvonshire) 

Langiey,  Batty 

Lawson ,  Sir  Wilfrid  ( Corn  wall) 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

M'Crae,  George 

M'Laren,  Sir  Charles   Benj. 

Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 

Mark  ham,  Arthur  Basil 

Morgan ,  J.  Lloyd  ( Carmarthen) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Pease,  HerbertPike(  Darlington 

Philipps,  John  Wynford 

Pi  rie,  Duncan  V. 

Priestley,  Arthur 

Reid,  Sir  R.  T.  (Dumfries) 

Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigh*.) 

Robertson,  Edmund  {Dundee) 

Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbt.  L.  (Cleveland) 


Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  {Forfarshire) 
Smith,  James  Park  er(  Lanarks. 
•Taylor,  Theo.  C.  (Radelife) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Olam.t  F. 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thomson,  F.  W. {York,  W.  R.) 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Wason,Eugene(  Clackmannan) 
Wason,   J.  Cathcart  {Orkney) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Luke  ( York.  KB.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 


Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Sir  John  Leng  and  Mr. 
Dalziel. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  6,  line  12,  after  the  word  '  certifi- 
■cate,'  to  insert  the  words  •  or  renewal.'  " — {Sir 
John  Leng.) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  hoped 
the  hon.  Member  would  not  persist  in  his 
Amendment.  He  had  already  taken  the 
sense  of  the  House  on  his  previous 
Amendments,  and  the  case  for  this 
Amendment  was  infinitely  weaker. 

Sir  JOHN  LENG  asked  leave  to  with- 
draw his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

44  In  page  12,  line  5,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  *  premise*,'  to  end  of  Sub-section  (1),  and 
insert  the  words  'and  notwithstanding  the 
repeal  of  any  enactment  by  this  Act  the  duty 
payable  upon  any  Excise  licence  granted  in 
pursuance  of  such  a  certificate  shall  continue 
to  be  at  the  same  rate  as  was  exigible  for  a 
similar  licence  immediately  before  the  passing 
of  this  Act/  " — {The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 


Mr,  BUCHANAN  said  he  was  under 
the  impression  that  this  clause  was  not  in 
the  Bill  considered  upstairs,  but  was  one 
of  the  Amendments  of  the  general  law 
submitted  by  the  Lord  Advocate. 

Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  he 
had  already  stated  that  this  was  a  draft- 
ing Amendment  and  made  no  difference 
whatsoever  in  the  effect  of  the  clause. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted  in  the  Bill,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  12,  line  18,  to  leave  out  the  word 

*  eleventh,    and    insert   the  words   *  twenty- 
eighth.'"—  {Sir  John  Leng.) 

Question  proposed,    "That  the   word 

*  eleventh'  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  I  will 
accept  this  Amendment. 

Question  put  and  negatived. 


Question 
eighth '  be 
agreed  to." 


'  That  the  words  '  twenty- 
then    inserted,    put,    and 
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so,  there  was  nothing  in  this  Amend- 
ment which  would  interfere  with  that, 
and  the  proposal  of  his  hon.  friend 
would  not  lay  down  a  hard  and  fast 
general  half-yearly  meeting  make  regulations  rule-  These  Courts  in  the  past  had  b^en 
determining  the  time  which  must  elapse  after  frequently  worried  by  constant  and 
the  hearing  and  refusal  of  one  application  for  ;  useless  applications  by  persons  to  whom 
a  certificate  before  another  application  may  be  <  fiA  r»~..«*„  u«j  ~»JjJL,i  ~~*  +~  «;«^ 
made  in  respect  of  the  same  premises,  ko-  I  f.he  Courts  had  resolved  not  to  give 
vided  that  the  Court  may  in  their  discretion,  licences,  and  this  Amendment  proposed 
for  good  cause  shown,  dispense  with  the  '  to  give  the  Courts  an  opportunity,  if  the 
„i_^_    ^    .u™     regulations    in  any  '  circumstances  demanded   it,  to  make  a 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  13,  line  24,  at  the  end,  to 
insert  the  words  'For  the  purpose  of 
preventing  repeated  applications  for  new 
certificates  a  Licensing  Court  may   at    any 


observance    of     these 

particular  case.' " — (Mr.  Hunter  Craig,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  the 
hon.  Member  had  told  the  House  how 
he  had  once  to  travel  800  miles  in  order 
to  prevent  the  granting  of  a  licence,  and  I 
he  said  it  was  very  hard  that  the  same 
application  for  licences  should  be  put  for- 
ward again  and  again.  As  he  had  already 
explained  to  the  Committee,  he  did  not 
think  that  any  difficulty  would  arise  in 


regulation  preventing  repeated  applica- 
tions in  a  particular  case.  He  agreed 
that  it  was  not  a  matter  of  great 
importance  but  it  was  reasonable,  and 
he  thought  it  would  discourage  this 
troublesome  practice. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  the  Lord 
Advocate  had  drawn  a  comparison 
between  this  Amendment  and  the  Rules 
of  the  House,  and  he  stated  that  it 
would  be  just  as  reasonable  to  make  a 
Rule  preventing  an  hon.    Member  who- 


the  future.     In  the  old  days  there  was  a  had  . moved  . tw0     Amendments     from 

sort  of  moving  Court  of  justice,  that  was  moving  a  third     He  wished  to  remind 

to  say,  any  body  could   be  got  together,  the  right  .hon-  Gentleman  that  in  such 
aQd    he    could     understand    a    person 


anxious  to   obtain  a  licence  which  had 
previously  been  refused  him,  desiring,  to 


a  case  an  hon.  Member  would  be  acting 
in  accordance  with  the  Rules  of  the 
House,  and  if  a  question  was  decided  in 


use  a  sporting  phrase,  to  have  a  run  for  !  the  House  on  one  day  it  could  not   be 


his  money  in  the  new  Court.  Under  this 
Bill  they  would  have  a  stable  Court  which 
would  meet  twice  a  year,  and  he  did  not 
see  why  it  should  not  do  any  business 
put  before  i\  He  did  not  see  any 
grievance  even  if  they  had  the  importu- 
nate widow  coming  more  than  once  with 
the  sa me  application.  Many  people  had 
to  do  business  which  they  did  not 
altogether  like,  and  this  was  an  Amend- 
ment which  the  Government  could  not 
accept.  It  would  be  just  as  reasonable 
for  the  Government  to  propose  a  regula- 
tion to  prevent  any  hon.  Member  who 
had  already  moved  two  Amendments 
from  moving  a  third.  If  they  put  into 
the  law  any  provision,  like  that  which 
the  hon.  Member  had  proposed,  for 
making  regulations  to  prevent  people 
from  making  renewed  applications  they 
would  get  into  great  difficulties. 

Sir  ROBERT  REID  said  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  stated  that  the 
Bill  would  set  up  a  more  stable  Court 
which  would  not  be  liable  to  the  same 
influences  as  the  old  Court.    If  that  were 


decided  again  the  next  day  or  the  day 
after.  This  was  not  a  question  of  a 
fresh  licence,  but  a  question  of  repeated 
applications  for  the  same  premises. 

Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  replied 
that  an  hon.  Member  could  move  a  Bill 
one  year  in  the  House  and  move  it  again 
the  next  year.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
he  had  heard  the  hon.  Member  for 
Kirkcaldy  Burghs  make  the  same  speech 
year  after  year. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  he  was  indebted  to- 
the  Lord  Advocate  for  his  great  compli- 
ment, although  he  was  not  aware  of  it 
and  he  should  be  glad  to  know  upon 
what  particular  subject  he  had  acted  in 
the  way  suggested.  This  was  not  a 
question  of  the  Rules  of  the  House  or  of 
the  Court,  but  it  was  a  question  of  having 
repeated  applications  to  renew  the  certifi- 
cate of  licence  for  certain  premises.  That 
meant  that  the  community  were  in  a 
state  of  continual  friction  in  regard  to 
the  application.  It  was  unreasonable 
that  the  same  application  for  the  same 
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premises  could  be  made  every  six  months, 
-and  it  should  be  in  the  power  of  the 
Court  to  make  regulations  of  the  kind 
proposed. 

Mb.  HUNTER  CRAIG  said  that  a 
somewhat  similar  clause  was  inserted  in 
the  English  Bill  with  reference  to  trans- 
fers, and  therefore  he  did  not  see  why 
the  Lord  Advocate  should  consider  such 
*  clause  objectionable  when  proposed  for 
the  Scotch  Bill.  The  grievance  was 
•doubly  felt  in  Scotland,  because,  while 
the  English  licensing  meeting  only  took 
place  once  a  year,  and  the  licensing 
committee  could  determine  what  time 
should  elapse  before  the  application  could 
be  renewed,  under  the  Scotch  Bill  the 
■application  could  come  up  four  times  as 
against  once  in  England.  It  was  a  very 
.great     hardship     that     the     licensing 


authority  should  be  pestered  by  the  same 
man  coming  every  six  months  with  the 
same  application.  In  a  portion  of  his 
constituency  of  Govan,  which  had  a 
population  of  6,000,  there  was  not  a  single 
public  house,  and  the  community  were 
pestered  by  the  same  people  applying 
for  licences  every  six  months.  They 
had  to  get  up  a  Vigilance  Committee 
and  canvass  the  community  again -t 
the  applications.  That  was  a  source 
of  great  annoyance  and  trouble 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  place. 
The  Amendment  was  a  reasonable  one, 
and  he  hoped  the  House  would  accept 
it. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : —Ayes,  71;  Noes, 
154.    (Division  List  No  152.) 


Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Brigg,  John 

JBrown  George  M.  {Edinburgh) 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Burt,  Thomas 
Caldwell,  James 
•Cameron,  Robert 
CampbeU-Bannerman,   Sir  H. 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Criasg.) 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Crombie,  John  William 
•Crooks,  William 
Dalxiel,   James  Henry 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duncan  J.  Hastings 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Ed  wards,  Frank 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Poster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. ) 
-Griffith,  Ellis  J. 


AYES. 

Gurdon  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Horniman   Frederick  John 
Jones, W  lliam  Carnarvonshire 
Langley,  Batty 

Lawson  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lough,  Thomas 
M'Crae  George 
M'Laren,  Sir  Charles  Benj. 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Mark  ham.  Arthur  Basil 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  ( Carmarthen) 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Partington,  Oswald 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Priestley.  Arthur 
Reid,Sir  R.  Thi e*hie(  Dumfries) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Russell,  T.  W. 


Samuel,  Herbert  L.  ( Cleveland) 
Shaw-Stewart,M.  H.  {Renfrew) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcltft) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  A.  (Carmarthen,  B.) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (GUm.,  B.) 
Thomas,DavidAlfred(J(fertAyr 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York  W.  R.) 
Toulmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Wason,  Eugene  ( Clackmannan ) 
Wason,  John  Cathcart(  Orkney ) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Ualifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,    John  (Falkirk) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Mr.  Hunter  Craig  and 
Mr.  Black. 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  0. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John 
Aubrey- Fletcher,  Kt.Hn  Sir  H. 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balfour,Rt.  Hn.  A.J.  (ManchW) 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benj. 


NOES. 

Brassey    Albert 
BrodricK,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Butcher,  John  George 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  'W^Derbysh.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Chamberlain,  Kt.Hn.  J  A(  Wore. 
Chapman,  Edward 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw  H.  Athole 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Cranborne,  Viscount 


Cross,  Alexander  (dasgowi 

Cross.  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 

Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Saville 

Cullinan.  J. 

Dalkeith,  Earl  of 

Denny,  Colonel 

Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N. 

Dickson,  Charles  Scott 

Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfleld- 

Dimsdale,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Jos.  C. 

Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 

Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
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Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
FiteGerald,  Sir  Robt.  Penrose 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fyler,  J  obn  Arthur 
Garfit,  William 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gordon,  Hn  J  E{Elgin  and  N'rn 
Goschen,  Hon.  Geo.  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,Henry  D.  {Shrewsbury) 
Gretton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Hambro,  Charles  Erie 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Heath,  Arthur  H.  {Hanl'.y) 
Heath,  James  {Stafford*.  ,N.  W 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Henderson,  Sir  Alexander 
Hogg,  Lindsay 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard,  J.  {Midd.  Tottenham) 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Johnstone,   Heywood 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  W.  {Salop. 
Kerr,  John 
Keswick,  William 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  {Glasgow) 
Lawson,JobnGrant(  Yorks\NR 
Legge>  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower^Frederick  N .  S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lockwood,  Lieut.  -Ooi.  A.  R. 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  {Bristol,  3. 


Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M  *  I  ver,SirLewis(£rfwfettr^A  W 
M 'Kill up,  Jag.  {Stirlingshire) 
M'Killop,  W.  {Sligo,  North 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  William  {Burnley) 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (Walthamstow) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Ayhner 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,Rt.  Hn  A.  Graham  ( Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  {Coventry) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
O'Brien,  P.  J.{Tipperaryt  N.) 
O'Dowd,  John 

Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parkes,   Ebenezer 
Pease,  Herbert  Pike(  Darling?  n 
Peel,Hn.Wm.RobertWellesley 
Percy,  Earl 

Pilkinpton,  Lt.-Col.  Richard 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Ratcliff,  R.  F. 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farqunarson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert(  Hackney) 


Roche,  John 

Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire} 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Seely,Maj.  J.E.  Kf(IsleoflVight 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sinclair,  Louis  {Romford) 
Ske wee-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  B.} 
Smith, HQNorth'mb  Tyneside) 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanark*.) 
Smith,Hon.  W.  F.  I  J.  {Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  {Lancashire) 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stroyan,  John 

Taylor,  Austin  {East  Toxtethy 
Tollem&che,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Win.  Edw.  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,RtHn.SirWilliam  H- 
Webb,  Col.  William  George 
WTelby,Lt-Col.  A.C.  K{Taunton 
Whiteley,  E..(A$hton-u.-Lyne\ 
Wilson,  A.  S.  (York,  E.  R.) 
Wilson  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.(Yorks.\ 
Wolff,  Guatav  Wilhelm 
Worsley-Tavlor,  Henry  Wilson- 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 

Tellers  for  the  Nobs — 
Sir  Alexander  A  eland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Fell  owe*. 


Sir  ROBERT  REID  asked  permission 
to  put  a  Question  to  the  Lord  Advocate  in 
regard  to  Clause  18.  Would  there  be  any 
difficulty  in  the  matter  of  machinery  in 
a  Court  requiring  a  person  concerned  to 
attend  1 


Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  the 
law  here  was  simply  the  law  as  it  stood. 
There  was  no  alteration. 

Mr.  GRETTON  moved  an  Amendment 
with  the  object  of  restricting  the  right 
of  appeal  in  cases  where  objectors  did 
not  appear  in  the  first  instance  before 
the  licensing  authority.  The  clause 
provided : — 

"  If  any  member  of  a  licensing  Court,  or 
proprietor  or  occupier  of  any  house  or  premises 
in  respect  whereof  any  such  certificate  shall 
l>e  applied  for,  or  proprietor  or  occupier  of 
property  in  the  neighbourhood  of  such  house, 
shall  be  dissatisfied  with  any  proceeding  of 
any  licensing  Court  assembled  for  granting 
certificates  as  aforesaid,  whether  in  granting 
or  refusing  or  otherwise  disposing  of  any  such 
application,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  such  member 


of  the  licensing  Court,  proprietor,  or  occupier,, 
to  appeal  therefrom  to  the  next  Court  of  appeal 
from  such  licensing  Court." 

It  appeared  to  him  that  no  such  right  of 
appeal  was  at  all  requisite.  An  appeal 
should  only  be  available  to  those  who 
had  previously  been  represented  before 
the  licensing  authority,  or  to  public 
officers  who  might  have  some  claim  tc* 
be  heard.     He  begged  to  move. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 
In  page  17,  line  1,  to  leave  out  the  word* 

Hon.) 


'or  proprietor  or  occupier  of  property  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  such  house.'  " — (Mr.  Grttt 


Question 
proposed  to 
Bill." 


"That   the  words 
>e  left  out  stand  part  of  the 


Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  he 
could  not  accept  the  Amendment,  but  he 
had  on  the  Paper  two  Amendments  to 
limit  the  right  of  appeal  to  proprietors  or 
occupiers  of  property  who  appeared  in 
the  Court  of  first  instance  in  objection  to 
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the  granting  or  renewal  of  the  licence. 
He  thought  his  Amendments  would 
really  meet  the  hon.  Member's  point, 
and  would  deal  with  it  more  appro- 
priately than  by  leaving  out  the  words 
altogether. 


Siu  ROBERT  REID  said  if  this  was 
propounded  in  the  sense  of  a  compromise, 
and  was  acceptable  to  hon.  Members  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  he  did  not  wish 
to  spoil  the  proceedings  by  objecting.  It 
appeared  to  him  an  astonishing  thing  to 
deny  to  the  owner  or  occupier  of  a 
valuable  residence  the  right  of  appeal 
against  the  granting  or  renewal  of  a 
licence  which  might  diminish  the  value 
ot  his  property  by  one-half.  If  any  hon. 
Member  was  disposed  to  go  to  a  division 
in  regard  to  the  Lord  Advocate's  pro- 
position he  would  support  him,  but  as 
he  wished  to  recognise  the  spirit  of  com- 
promise he  would  not  himself  do  any- 
thing to  mar  peaceful  proceedings.  At 
the  same  time  he  must  object  to  what 
appeared  to  him  a  perfectly  monstrous 
proposal. 

Question  put,  arid  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

"  In  page  17,  line  1,  after  the  first  word  'or,' 
to  insert  the  words  'if  any.'" — {The  Lord 
Advocate.) 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  17,  line  2,  after  the  word  *  house,' 
to  insert  the  words  '  who  has  objected  before 
the  licensing  Court  to  the  granting  or  renewal  of 
any  such  certificate.'" — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  greed  to. 


Mr.  BLACK  said  he  had  an  Amend- 
ment on  the  Paper  which  raised  the 
question  of  the  bond  fide  traveller.  There 
were  many  inns  and  hotels  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  large  towns  and  cities  which 
were  used  only  for  the  purpose  of  Sunday 
drinking.  His  Amendment  would  enable 
the  licensing  Court  to  limit  the  licence 
so  that  the  applicant  should  not  be  per- 
mitted to  admit  travellers  to  his  inn  or 
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hotel   on  Sunday.     The  Lord  Advocate 


had  given  an  undertaking  in  Committee 
that  this  matter  would  be  considered  on 
Report.     He  begged  to  move. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

"In  page  22,  line  17,  after  the  word  '  Sun- 
day,' to  insert  the  words  '  or  when  in  any 
ease  the  Court  considers  that  the  premise* 
should  be  closed  during  the  whole  of  Sunday."' 
— (Mr.  Black.) 


Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 


Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  he 
had  considered  the  matter,  and  he  could 
not  accept  the  Amendment.  At  present 
the  law  was  that  a  six  days  licence  was 
a  matter  for  the  licencee  to  decide  for 
himself.  If  he  only  wished  a  six  days 
licence,  he  had  simply  to  go  to  the  Inland 
Revenue  Office  and  he  would  get  it. 
But  it  seemed  to  him  that  there  was  no 
right  in  the  magistrates  or  licensing 
authority  to  force  a  six  days  licence  on 
any  applicant,  and  upon  the  whole  he 
thought  that  that  was  the  best  position 
for  the  law  to  be  in.  He  did  not  think 
it  would  be  for  the  advantage  of  the 
public  that  the  licensing  Court  should  be 
able  to  say  to  an  applicant  "  We  will 
not  grant  you  a  full  hotel  licence  but 
only  a  six  days  licence."  That  was  to 
say  that  no  liquor  should  ever  be  supplied 
to  travellers  at  all  on  Sundays 


Mr.  BLACK  said  a  lodger  would  have 
the  power  to  get  what  liquor  he  wanted, 
but  not  a  passing  traveller. 


Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  he 
did  not  think  thaton  the  whole  that  would 
be  right.  If  there  was  no  possibility  of 
supplying  a  traveller  at  all,  it  would  not 
matter  whether  the  traveller  was  a 
bond  fide  or  a  mold  fide  traveller. 


Mr.  CROMBIE  said  he  really  wished 
the  Lord  Advocate  would  give  this 
subject  more  consideration.  The  chief 
constables  of  the  country  seemed  to  be 
unanimous  that  the  great  blot  on  the 
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Sib  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cornwall, 
Gam  borne)  said  he  believed  that  not 
only  was  his  own  name  used  in  the 
visitors'  book,  but  also  those  of  several 
Bishops. 


Bill  was  the  absence  of  a  definition  of 
i;he  bond  fide  traveller.  There  were 
certain  districts  near  large  towns  where 
the  bond  fide  traveller  hardly  existed, 
.and  he  thought  the  licensing  authority 
should  have  the  power  proposed  to  be 
given  in  his  hon.  friends  Amendment. 
He  hoped  that  if  the  Lord  Advocate  could 
not  accept  the  Amendment  in  its 
present  shape  he  would  propose  some- 
thing else  to  carry  out  the  object  in 
view. 


Mr.  DALZIELsaid  the  great  difficulty 
at  present  was  to  know  who  the  bond 
fide  traveller  was.  He  knew  a  case 
where  the  name  entered  on  the  visitors' 
book  was  that  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Camborne.  He  knew  very  well  that 
his  hon.  friend  was  not  in  the  habit  of 
visiting  public  houses  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Glasgow. 


Mb.  .  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY 
prcttexit  nomine  culpam. 


Hoc 


Mr.  DALZ1EL  said  that  of  course 
visitors  did  not  use  their  own  names, 
but  somebody  else's  by  way  of  joke. 


Sir  ROBERT  REID  said  that  the 
Lord  Advocate  ought  surely  to  pay 
attention  to  the  remonstrances  of  the 
Scotch  Members  in  matters  of  this  kind. 


Mr.  PARKER  SMITH  said  he  knew 
districts  in  the  Highlands  wherea  six  days' 
licence  would  be  taken  out  to  the  great 
inconvenience  of  travellers  and  bicyclists. 
He  also  knew  districts  near  Glasgow 
where  the  bond  fide  traveller  went  to  get 
bond  fide  liquor.  He  thought  the  licensing 
authority  ought  to  have  authority  to 
intervene  in  these  matters.  Licencees 
often  declined  to  do  what  was  to  the 
general  convenience  of  the  public  in 
order  to  follow  their  own  idea  of  what 
was  right. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  76  ;  Noes, 
165.    (Division  List  No.  153.) 


AYES. 


Aflher,  Alexander 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Brigg,  John 

Brown,  George  M.  (Edinburgh) 

Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 

Burt,  Thomas 

Caldwell,  James 

Cameron,  Robert 

Campbell-Bannerman,   Sir  H. 

Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasg.) 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Crombie,  John  William 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Denny  Colonel 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Duncan,  J.  Hastings 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Edwards,  Frank 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Hayne,  Rt.Hon.Cbarles  Seale- 

Mr.  Crombie. 


Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Jones  Wmmm(Carnarvonshire 
Langiey,  Batty 
Lawson  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leng,  Sir  John 

Leveson-Gower,FrederickN.S. 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lough,  Thomas 
M'Crae,  Sir  George 
M'Laren,  Sir  Charles   Benj. 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Newnee,  Sir  George 
Partington,  Oswald 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigh*.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel, Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  (Renfrew) 
Shipman,  Dr.  Johu  G. 


Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Smith,  HC  (North  umb.  Tynesidc 
Smith, James  Parker  (Lanark^. 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  Jn.  M. 
Taylor,  Theo.  C.  (Radclife) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  A.  (Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,Sir  A.  ( GlammorgantF 
Thomas,  David  A\fred(M  erthyr 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York  \\\  R.) 
Toulmin,  George 
Ure    Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Wason,  E.  (Clackmannan) 
Wason,  John  Cai  heart  {Orkney 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
WTiite,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Black  and  Mr.  Hunter 
Craig. 
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NOES 


Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel         r 
Anson,  Sir  William  Key n ell    I 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Ark wright,  John  Stanhope     ' 
Axnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Aubrey  -Fletcher,Rt.Hon.SirH 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarree.  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.  H on. A.J. (Manchr 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benj. 
Ben  tin  ck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Brassey /Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Butcher,  John  George 
Cavendish  ,V.  C.  W\  (Derbys  hire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  {Aston  Manor) 
Chamberlain,RtHn.J.A.(JF  arc 
Chapman,  Edward 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw  H.  Athole 
Cook.  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Cran borne,  Viscount 
Cross.  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crosp,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cro8sley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Cullinan,  J. 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Devlin  Joseph  (Kilenny,  N.) 
Dickson,  Charle*  Scott 
Digby.  John  E.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dimsdale,Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Joseph  C. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FiteGerald,  Sir  Robt.  Penrose- 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,PhilipS.(  Warwick.S.  W 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 


Garfit,  William 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gordon,  Hn.  J .  E.  (Elgin  de  Nm. 
Gore,HnG.  R. C.Ormsbw  (Salop 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Gretton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
Hamilton,RtHnLord  G(MideTx 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Heath,  Arthur  Howardf/fan/ey 
Heath, J&mes(Staffords., N.  W. 
Henderson,  Sir  Alexander 
Hogg,  Lindsay 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard ,  J .  (Midd. , Tottenham) 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  jtf'r-j.l 
Johnntone,  Heywood 
Kenyot-Slaney,  Col.  W.  (Salop 
Kerr,  John 
Keswick,  William 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Law,  Andrew  tiionar  (Glasgow) 
Lawson,  JohnGrant  ( Yorks.N.  R 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Llewellyn.  Evan  Henry 
Lockwooa,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Bristol,  S. 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Maodona,  John  Cumming 
M  Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
MtlveTjSirheynB(Edinburgh  W 
M'Killop,  Jas.  (Stirlingshire) 
M'Killop  W.  (Sligo  North) 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Meysev-Tbompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mil  vain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  William  (Burnley) 
Montagu, Hon.  J.Scott(Hants. ) 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (WaltKamstow) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thsh.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,Rt.  Hn  A.Graham(I*M*e 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 


Myers,  William  Henry 
Nolan,Col.  John  V.(Galway,N. 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Pease.HerbertPike(Z>ar/in^^» 
Peel.HnWm.RobertWellesley 
Percy,  Earl 

Pilkington,  Lt.-Col.  Richard 
Piatt- Biggins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretvman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Ratcliff,  R.  F. 

Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Rensbaw,  Sir  Charies  Bine 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  H.  (Hackney) 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Saml.  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Seely,Maj.  J.E.B.(/^€o/  Wight 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Abel  H.  {Hertford,  E.) 
8mith,  Hn.  W.  F.  V.(Strand) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stroyan,  John 

Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Talbot,Rt.  Hn.  J.G.  (OxfdUniv 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxeth) 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  E.  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,Rt.  Hn.  SirWilliamH 
Webb,  Col.  William  George 
Welby  ,Lt-Col  A  .C.  E.  (Taunton 
Whiteley,H,(j4«AJ©»  und.  Lyne 
Wilson, A.Stanley  ( York,  KR. 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Worsley-Tay  lor,  Henry  Wilson 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Young,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland 
Hood  and  Mr.  Fellowes.  * 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  23,  line  7,  at  beginning,  to  insert 
the  words   •  either  ( 1 ). ' "— ( The  Lord  A  dvocate. ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 


Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  it 
had  been  represented  to  him  that  the 
clause  as  it  stood  might  inflict  hardship 
on    town    restaurant    keepers    who,    in 
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places  like  Glasgow,  were  in  the  habit  of 
providing  breakfasts  for  large  parties  of 
excursionists  and  had  no  intention  of 
supplying  them  with  exciseable  liquors. 
The  clause  would  prevent  them  opening 
their  doors  before  a  certain  hour  in  the 
morning,  and  that  restriction,  under  the 
circumstances,  was  not  desirable.  He 
proposed  to  meet  the  difficulty  by  allow- 
ing restaurants  to  be  opened  earlier  than 
usual  for  the  sale  of  provisions  and 
temperance  drinks  only. 
S 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  pace  23,  line  11,  to  leave  out  the  word 
4  and,'  and  insert  the  words  '  or  (2)  to  open  any 
restaurant' for  which  a  public-house  certificate  is 
held  or  keep  the  same  open  for  the  sale  and  con- 
sumption of  provisions  and  refreshments  of  any 
kind  other  than  exciseable  liquors  on  such 
public  or  special  occasion,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose only  during  such  time,  and  before  or 
beyond  the  hours  prescribed  by  his  certificate 
for  opening  and  closing  respectively,  Sunday 

£XCfil)ted  o*»*l   in    A«frViA>>  AOao  '  *' 

(The  Lord  Advocate.) 


and  in  either  case.' " — 


Amendment.agreed  to. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  23,  line  34,  after  the  word  '  per- 
mission/ to  insert  the  words  '  to  sell  excisable 
liquors.'" — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 


Amendment  agreed  to. 


Mr.  GROVES  said  Clause  41  pro- 
posed to  give  the  licensing  authority 
power  to  dose  licensed  premises  either 
wholly  or  partially  on  any  occasion  they 
might  think  fit.  He  proposed  to  move 
the  omission  of  those  words  because  he 
heltf  that  the  power  proposed  to  be  given 
went  beyond  what  was  necessary.  He 
could  imagine  some  licensing  bodies 
which  might  make  rules  and  regulations 
of  so  drastic  a  nature  as  to  be  almost 
impossible  of  administration.  It  was 
very  desirable  that  there  should  be 
uniformity  in  the  administration  of  the 
licensing  laws,  and  that  power  should 
not  be  given  to  close  houses  an  unlimited 
number  of  days  in  any  one  year. 


[   Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  23,  lines  40  and  41,  to  leave  dut  the 
words  '  and  on  such  other  occasions  as  the 
licensing  Court  may  deem  fit  and  expedien  t  for 
special  reasons.' "— (Mr.  Groves.) 

i 

Que3tion  proposed,  "  That  the  wof  ds 
iropoeed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  t  he 
ttll." 

« 

I 
I 

Sir  J.  STIRLING-MAXWELL  thought 

the      Government      would      make      a 

very   great    mistake    if    they   accepted 


this  Amendment.  The  object  of  the 
Bill  was  to  give  a  strong  licensing 
authority  power  to  deal  with  special 
questions  coming  before  them.  This 
was  eminently  a  question  on  which,  if 
they  did  their  duty  at  all,  they  ought  to 
be  able  to  arrive  at  a  reasonable  decision. 
He  had  never  heard  any  objection  to 
this  proposal  except  from  those  who 
were  engaged  in  supplying  the  public 
with  liquor.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
leave  it  jn  the  power  of  the  licensing 
authority  to  make  arrangements  in  the 
public  interest,  in  the  interest  of  public 
order,  and  the  decent  conduct  of  the 
trade  on  great  public  occasions. 


Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  the 
clause  as  it  stood  was  carried  against  his 
opposition  in  the  Committee.  The 
original  proposal  related  to  New  Year's 
Day  only.  He  had  not  felt  it  his  duty 
to  invoke  the  powers  of  the  Government 
to  put  aside  what  was  done  in  Com- 
mittee. He  had  however,  put  down  an 
Amendment  practically  the  same  as  that 
standing  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Partick  limiting  the  number  of  dayB 
to  four  in  one  year.  He  thought  that 
would  meet  the  views  of  hon.  Gentlemen, 
and  under  the  circumstances  he  should 
not  seek  to  influence  the  decision  of  the 
House  on  this  Amendment. 


Mb.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  hoped 
that  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  College  Division  of 
Glasgow  would  not  be  lost  on  the  Com- 
mittee. He  trusted  that  at  any  rate  the 
Lord  Advocate  would  adhere  to  his  own 
proposal,  for  to  limit  the  power  of  closing 
to  New  Year's  Day  would  have  a  very 
prejudicial  effect  on  the  conduct  of  the 
licensing  system. 


Sib  LEWIS  McIVER  said  the  Amend- 
ment seemed  to  him  absolutely  puerile 
and  nugatory.  It  would  defeat  the  very 
object  of  the  clause  and  he  hoped,  there- 
fore, it  would  not  be  accepted. 


Mr.  PARKER  SMITH  hoped  the 
House  would  adhere  to  the  provision 
with  the   limitation   suggested  by    the 
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Lord  Advocate.  The  matter  was  fully 
discussed  in  Committee,  and  though 
the  feeling  there  was  that  the  words  as 
they  stood  would  constitute  a  sufficient 
provision  against  compulsory  closing  on 
an  undue  number  of  days,  and  that  they 
would  preclude  a  licensing  authority  pro- 
posing to  include  Saturdays  and  pay  days, 
there  could  be  no  objection  to  making 
the  object  of  the  clause  clearer,  and  to 
showing  that  only  excep  ional  and 
special  occasions  were  to  be  dealt  with. 
Anyone  acquainted  with  Scotland  well 
knew  what  a  difference  it  made  in  the 
streets  if  at  critical  times  the  liquor 
shops  were  closed.  The  provision  was 
carried  in  the  Committee  by  twenty- 
seven  to  ten,  and  he  hoped  that  on  this 
question  at  least  the  English  Members 
would  allow  themselves  to  be  guided  by 
the  views  of  the  Scottish  Members  on 
both  sides  of  the  House. 


Captain  SINCLAIR  said  it  would  be 
necessary  to  negative  the  Amendment 
in  order  that  the  Lord  Advocate's 
limitation  might  be  introduced. 

The  Earl  of  DALKEITH  regretted 
that  the  Lord  Advocate  had  not  repeated 
the  speech  he  made  upstairs.  It  was,  in 
his  opinion,  most  undesirable  that  the 
licensing  authorities  should  be  able  to 
close  public  houses  on  different  days. 
Not  to  have  a  regular  system  would  be 
most  inconvenient. 


Major  JAMESON  (Clare,  W.)  inter- 
vened in  the  debate  because  he  held 
this  to  be  an  Imperial  question.  If  the 
clause  were  passed  as  it  stood,  it  would 
be  possible  for  the  licensing  authorities 
to  close  liquor  shop?  on  any  day  of  the 
week  they  chose.  He  objected  to  that, 
and  he  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Amend- 
ment would  be  pressed  to  a  division.  It 
would  be  a  gross  injustice  to  everybody 
connected  with  the  trade,  and  a  great 
inconvenience  to  the  public.  He  did 
not  like  this  wretched  grandmotherly 
legislation.  Presently  they  would  be 
told  by  law  what  they  were  to  have  for 
breakfast.  The  liberty  of  the  subject 
ought  not  to  be  thus  infringed  upon, 


and  he  therefore  hoped  that  every 
Member  of  the  House  would  support  the 
Amendment. 


Mr.  CROMBIE  pointed  out  that  these 
by-laws  when  made  would  not  become 
operative  until  they  had  been  approved 
by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  and  it 
was  unlikely  that  unreasonable  by-laws 
would  be  sanctioned. 


Sir  MARK  STEWART  hoped  the 
House  would  not  alter  the  clause.  He 
had  received  many  communications 
indicating  that  this  was  deemed  to  be 
one  of  the  most  valuable  provisions  of 
the  Bill,  and  he  hoped,  therefore,  it 
would  not  be  passed  in  an  emasculated 
form. 


Mr.  DALZIEL  said  it  was  remarkable 
that  the  opposition  to  the  clause  came 
from  twohon.  Members,  one  from  England 
and  the  other  from  Ireland.  Surely  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Clare,  if  he  were 
true  to  his  Home  Rule  principles,  would 
allow  Scottish  Members  to  settle  this 
question  for  themselves.  It  was  a  purely 
Scottish  question,  and  certainly  did  not 
rise  to  high  Imperial  heights.  It  was 
ridiculous  to  suggest  that  the  Edinburgh 
or  Dundee  Councils  were  not  competent 
to  make  by-laws  with  regard  to  a 
matter  of  that  kind.  He  regretted  very 
much  the  attitude  of  the  Lord  Advocate. 
Why  did  he  not  stand  by  the  proposal 
as  contained  in  the  Bill  ?  It  was  a  pity 
he  had  no  settled  convictions.  Let 
him  institute  an  inquiry ;  it  could  have 
only  one  result.  What  was  he  going  to 
do  in  regard  to  this  Amendment  1 

Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  I  shall 
vote  against  it. 


Mr-  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.)  hoped  the 
English  supporters  of  the  Government 
would  be  informed  that  they  were  at 
perfect  liberty  to  vote  how  they  liked 
on  this  question. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  did  not  think  the 
Lord  Advocate  had  behaved  quite  fairly  in 
this  matter.  [Cries  of  •'  Oh,  oh  !"]  There 
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was  a  majority  of  three  to  one  in  the  Com- 
mittee in  favour  of  thi*  clause,  but  now 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  proposing 
to  introduce  limitations,  which  showed 
tint  he  had  not  much  confidence  in  the 
authorities  he  was  setting  up.  The 
cl  iuse  did  not  empower  the  licensing 
authorities  to  shut  up  licensed  premises 
as  many  days  as  they  liked  ;  it  merely 
gave  them  a  certain  discretion  on  certain 
public  occasions,  and  that  discretion  was 
subject  to  the  veto  of  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland.  It  was,  in  fact,  the  most 
limited  power  they  could  give  to  the 
licensing  authorities  they  were  setting 
up. 

Mr.  GROVES  explained  that  he 
moved  the  Amendment  on  behalf  of  an 
hon.  friend.  It  was  only  fair  to  himself 
to  state  that  he  had  never  done  any 
business  in  Scotland,  and  he  had  no 
pecuniary  interest  in  that  country. 

Sir  J.  PERGUSSON,  in  order  to  come 
to  a  harmonious  conclusion,  suggested 
it  should  be  on  a  definite  number  of 
occasions  to  be  approved  by  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland.  If  so  agreed  the  number 
should  not  exceed  five. 

Sir  J.  STIRLING  MAXWELL  said 
there  was  no  understanding  in  Com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  Ministry  with 
regard  to  this  point. 

Mr.  ASHER  said  he  was  responsible 
for  the  instructions  in  Grand  Committee 
for  the  words  "  special  reasons."  There 
was  no  understanding  that  the  operat  on 
of  this  part  of  the  clause  should  be 
limited  to  a  given  number  of  days, 
indeed,  the  words  at  the  end,  %<  for 
special  reasons,"  were  inserted  for  the 
express  purpose  of  preventing  the  licens- 
ing authorities  from  closing  houses. 
The  number  of  days  might  vary  from 
time  to  time.  There  might  be  a  special 
dav  one  year  which  might  not  be  applic- 
able in  another  year.  The  view  taken 
in  Committee  was  that  wider  discretion 
should  be  given  to  the  licensing  autho- 
rities in  this  matter. 


Mr.  BRYCE  said  it  appeared  to  him 
that  this  provisional  power  was  guarded: 
not  only  ny  the  addition  of  the  words 
"for  special  reasons,"  but  also  by  the 
requirement  of  the  consent  of  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland.  He  could  not  imagine 
it  being  opposed.  His  impression  was 
that  it  was  not  likely  to  be  extended  to 
the  number  of  days  suggested,  and  the 
House  did  not  incur  the  slightest  risk  in 
accepting  it.  He  was  glad  to  hear  that 
the  Lord  Advocate  was  himself  of  that 
opinion. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  23,  line  40,  to  leave  out  the  word 
4  occasions '  and  insert  the  words  '  days  not 
being  more  than  four  in  any  one  year." — {The 
Lord  Advocate.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  occasions '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  it  seemed  to  him 
in  view  of  the  decision  that  the  House 
had  just  arrived  at,  they  ought  to  be 
given  some  reason  why  they  should  limit 
it  to  four  days  in  the  year,  because  the 
whole  debate  turned  on  the  question  of 
whether  they  were  going  to  trust  the 
authorities.  If  that  were  so,  they  had 
decided  to  trust  them,  and  why  should 
they  cut  down  their  powers  and  limit 
them  to  four  or  five  days.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  they  were  unnecessarily  restrict- 
ing the  authority  of  their  powers,  and 
therefore  he  opposed  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  PARKER  SMITH  did  not  think 
the  Amendment  really  limited  the  powers 
to  any  extent.  The  Lord  Advocate  had 
met  them  fairly  on  this  point. 

Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  also 
thought  the  Lord  Advocate  had  met 
them  fairly.  He  was  ready  to  support 
the  Amendment. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  65  ;  Noes,. 
181.     (Division  List  No.   154.) 


Asher,  Alexander 
Bar  ran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Mr.  Buchanan. 


AYES. 

Brigg,  John 

Brown,  George  M.  {Edinburgh 

Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 


Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Caldwell,  James 


509       Licensing  Ads  (Scotlan/I)     {13  July  1903}  Consolidation  <k  Amendt.  Bill.  510* 


Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter  (Lanark 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Crombie,  John  William 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edwards,  Frank 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Farquharson,  Dr.  KoWt 
Fenwick,  Charles 
F  uniess,  Sir  Christopher 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hardie,  J.  Keir(  Merthvr  Tydvil 
Hayne,  Rt.Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonsh. 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 


Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Leveson-Gower.FrederickN.S. 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Laren,  Sir  Charles   Benj. 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Morgan,  J .  Lb  iyd  ( Cannarthen 
Moulton,  John  Fletoher 
Newnes,  Sir  Gearjre 
Partington,  Oswald 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Pirie,  Duncan  Y. 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigh*.) 


Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Samuel  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radclifte 
Thomas,  A.  {Carnvarthtn,  Jy 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,!?. 
Thoi  nas,David  Alf  red(3f erthyr 
Toulmin,  George 
Wallace,  Robert 
Wason,  Eugene  (Clackmannan 
Wa  son,  John  Cathcart  (Orkney 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R. 
Whitely,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 

Telleks  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Dalziel  and  Mr. 
Harmsworth. 


NOES. 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Revnell 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Ark wright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-Fletcher,Rt.Hn.SirH. 
Rain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
lUird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Kt.  Hn.  \.J.(ManchJr 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benj. 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bhowuaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bill,  Charles 

Black,  Alexander  William 
B  >scawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John 
Butcher,  John  George 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,V.C.  W.  (Derbyshire 
Cayser,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  {Anton  Manor) 
Chamberlain,  RtHn.  J.  A(  Wore. 
Chapman,  Edward 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hn.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Ceilings,  Right  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw  H.  Athole 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Cran borne,  Viscount 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgn>c\ 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Cullinan,  J. 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Denny,  Colonel 

Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wmgfield- 
Dimsdale,Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Joseph  C. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 


Elliot,  Hon  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  E.  B.  (Hants,  W.) 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Fergusson,  RtHn.  Sir  J.  (MancW 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Baunatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  P.  S.  (Warwick,  S.W. 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Garfit,  William 
Godson,SirAugustosFrederick 
Gordon,HnJE(£^rina7W?A?a»rn 
Gore,Hn.  GR.C.Ormsby-(5a/op 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,  Hy.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Gretton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  G 
Heath,  Arthur  H.  (Hanley) 
Heath.  James  (Staffords.N.  W. 
Henderson,  Sir  Alexander 
Hobhouse,RtHnH.  (Somers%E 
Hogg,  Lindsay 
Houston,  Robert  f atersoi 
Jameson.  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hon.  ArthurFred. 
Johnstone,  Heywood 
Kenyon-Slaney,Col.  W.  (Salop) 
Keswick,  Wiliiam 
Kilbride,  Denis 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool 
Lawson,  J.  Grant(  Yorks. ,  N.R. ) 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lockwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Long,Rt.Hon.Walter(£rwfo/,,S 
Lowe,  Francis  William 


Lloyd,  Archie  Kirk  man 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M  4Iver,SirLewis(  Edinburgh  W 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Meysey-Thompeon,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mfivain,  Thomas 
Moleeworth,  Sir  Lewie 
Montagu,Hon.J.Scott(  Hants,  y 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (Walthamstow) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  {Monrn'thsk.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray  ,Rt.  HuAGraham(2tafc 
Murray,  Chas.  J.  (Coventryr 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
O'Dowd,  John 

O'Kelly,   Conor  {Mayo,  N.} 
Orr-Ewing,  Chnrles  Lindsay 
Pease,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Peel,HnWm.  Robert  Wei  lesley 
Percy,  Earl 

Pilkington,  Colonel  Richard 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pre ty man,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies.  John  S. 
Ratcliif,  R.  F. 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney} 
Roche,  John 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molynenx 
Runciman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
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Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Mjera,  William  Henry 
Nicholson.  William  Graham 
O'Dowd,  John 
CKelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
Orr-E*ing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Pease.  Herbt.  Pike  (Darlington 
Peel,Hn.  Wm.  Robert  Welleslev 
Percy,  Earl 

Piatt- Higgi  tie,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Ratcliff,  R.  F. 

Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farqaharson 


{COMMONS} 

Roberta,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (HacJcnty) 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Sackville,  Col.  S  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Seely,Maj.  J.  E.  B(Ide  of  Wight 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomaa 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  East 
Stoith, James  Parker  (Lanarks 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  MTasgart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M 
Stroyan,  John 

Talbot, Rt.Hn.  J. Q(Oxrd  Univ 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  ToxUth) 


of  the  House, 
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Tollemache,  Henry  Jamet 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  >* 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Wm.  H. 
Webb,  Colonel  William  George 
Wei  by ,  Lt-Col.  A.  C.  E(  Ta  union 
\XhitAley,Jl.(A8)Uo7i-uHdLync 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  ( York,  E.R. 
Wilson,  John  (Gtasgotc) 
Worsley-Tay  lor,  Henry  Wilson 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Young,  Samuel 


Tellers  for  the  Noes  — 
Mr.  Shaw- Stewart  and  Sir 
Charles  Renshaw. 


Words  " wines  and  spirits"  there 
i inserted  in  the  Bill. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page 24,  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  *  with  other  information  as  may  be  considered 
by  them  necessary.'  "—(Mr.  Gretton.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  JOHN  LENG  moved  to  omit  the 
words  in  Clause  42  "  to  be  consumed  on 
the  premises."  He  said  that  the  object  of 
the  Amendment  was  to  ensure  the  premises 
of  grocers  and  dealers  who  held  licences 
being  dealt  with  in  precisely  the  same 
wav  as  ordinary  licensed  premises.  He 
failed  to  see  why  any  distinction  should 
be  drawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  25,  line  2,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'to  be  consumed  on  the  premises.'" — (Sir 
John  Leng.) 

Mb.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  did  not 
think  it  was  at  all  necessary  that  the 
licensing  authority  should  have  the  same 
command  over  the  structural  arrange- 
ments of  grocers'  premises  as  they  had  in 
the  case  of  public-houses.  He  should 
therefore  resist  the  Amendment. 

Question  put,  "That  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

The  House  proceeded  to  a  division. 

Sir  A.  Acland-Hood  and":  Mr. 
Ailwyn     Fellowes     were     appointed 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes];  but  no  Member 
being  willing  to  act*  as  Teller  for  the 
Noes,  Mr.  Speaker  declared  that  the  Ayes 
had  ic. 

Sir  JOHN  LENG  moved  to  omit  the 
words  '•  in  that  part  of  the  premises 
where  excisable  liquor  is  sold  or  con- 
sumed." He  said  that  this  raised  a 
different  question  from  the  last  Amend- 
ment, and  referred  particularly  to  the 
sanitary  conveniences,  which  it  was  very 
desirable  should  be  brought  under  the 
supervision  of  the  licensing  authority. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  25,  lines  28  and  29,  to  leave  out 
the  words  '  in  that  part  of  the  premises  where 
excisable  liquor  is  sold  or  consumed/'— (Sir 
John  Leng.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

And,  it  being  Midnight,  consideration 
of  the  Bill,  as  amended  (by  the  Standing 
Committee),  stood  adjourned. 

Bill,  as  amended  (by  the  Standing 
Committee),  to  be  further  considered 
upon  Wednesday. 

DAY  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee  ;  Committee 
report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  to-morrow. 

CHURCH  DISCIPLINE  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee;  Committee 
report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  at  seven  minutes  after 
Twelve  o'clock. 


{H  July  1903} 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 
Tuesday,  Uth  July,  1903. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

STANDING  ORDERS  COMMITTEE. 

Report  from,  That  the  Standing  Orders 
not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the 
Ulster  and  Connaught  Light  Railways 
Bill  ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  subject 
to  Clause  14  being  struck  out  of  the  Bill, 
unless  the  special  resolution  of  the  Cldgher 
Valley  Railway  Company  approving  of 
the  Bill  be  proved  before  the  Ex- 
aminers before  the  Third  Reading  of  the 
BUI. 

Read,  and  agreed  to. 

Hainault  Forest  Bill.  The  Chairman  of 
Committees  informed  the  House  that  the 
opposition  to  the  Bill  was  withdrawn : 
The  order  made  on  the  18th  of  June  last 
discharged,  and  Bill  committed. 

Mullingar,  Kells,   and  Drogheda  Rail- 
«  way  Bill.     The  King's  consent  signified  ; 
and,  Bill  reported  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, with  Amendments. 

East  Ham  Improvement  Bill ;  Scottish 
Central  Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Wool- 
wich Borough  Council  Bill ;  Watford  and 
Edgware  Railway  Bill  Reported,  with 
Amendments. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway 
Bill.     Reported,  without  Amendment. 

I      Strabane  and  Letterkenny  Railway  Bill; 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway 
:  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill ;  Sheffield  Cor- 
;  poration  Bill.  Moved,  That  the  order 
'  made  on  the  16th  March  last,  "  That  no 
|  Private  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of 
*  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after 

the  18th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed 

with,  and  that  the  Bills  be  now  read  2\; 

agreed  to  ;  Bills  read  2a  accordingly. 

Wood  Green  Urban  District  Council 
Bill ;  Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway 
(Transfer)  Bill,  now  Baker  Street  and 
Waterloo  Railway  Bill;  Walker  and 
Wallsend  Union  Gas  BUI;  Midland 
Great  Western  Railway  of  Ireland  Bill. 
Read  3a,  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 
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Kingston-upon-Hull  Corporation  Bill; 
Strabane  and  Letterkenny  Railway  Bill ; 
Sheffield  Corporation  Bill.  Committed  : 
The  Committees  to  be  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Selection. 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway 
(Extension  of  Time)  Bill.     Committed. 

South  Shields  Corporation  Bill.  Re- 
port from  the  Select  Committee,  That 
the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with 
the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  no  parties 
having  appeared  in  opposition  thereto ; 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table : 
The  orders  made  on  the  30th  of  June 
and  Thursday  last  discharged ;  and  Bill 
committed. 

Castleblaney,  Ready,  and  Armagh 
Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill; 
Croydon  and  District  Electric  Tramways 
Bill.  Brought  from  the  Commons; 
read  1* ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

Port  Talbot  Railway  and  Docks  Bill. 
[h.l.].  Returned  from  the  Commons 
agreed  to. 

Frinton-on-Sea  Sea  Defences  Bill 
[h.l.].  Returned  from  the  Commons 
agreed  to,  with  Amendments. 

Merthyr  Tydfil  Urban  District  Council 
Bill.  Returned  from  the  Commons  with 
the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  9)  Bill ;  Electric  Lighting  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  5)  Bill.  House  in  Com- 
mittee (according  to  Order):  Bills 
reported  without  Amendment :  Standing 
Committee  negatived ;  and  Bills  to  be 
read  3*  on  Thursday  next. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5)  Bill.  House  in  Committee 
(according  to  Order) :  An  Amendment 
made:  Standing  Committee  negatived: 
The  Report  of  Amendment  to  be 
received  on  Thursday  next 

Glasgow  Corporation  Tramways  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.];  Glasgow  Cor- 
poration (Police)  Order  Confirmation  Bill 
JH.L.];  Irvine  and  District  Water  Board 
Order  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.];  Lanark- 
shire Tramways  Order  Confirmation  Bill 
i  [h.l.].     Read   2a   (according   to  OtdotV 
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and  (pursuant  to  the  Private  Legislation 
Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899),  deemed 
to  have  been  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee :  Bills  to  be  read  3*  on  Thursday 
next. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  2)  Bill ;  Pier  and  Harbour  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  3)  Bill.  Read  3* 
(according  to  Order),  with  the  Amend- 
ments, and  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  4)  Bill.  Read  3*  (according  to 
Order),  with  'the  Amendment,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

Metropolitan  Police  Provisional  Order 
Bill;  Harrow  Road  and  Paddington 
Tramways  Bill.  Report  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection,  That  the  Lord 
Colchester  be  proposed  to  the  House  as 
a  member  of  the  Select  Committee  on 
the  said  Bills  in  the  place  of  the  Earl  of 
Craven  ;  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Rail- 
way Bill  ;  Ebbw  Vale  Water  and  Im- 
provement Bill ;  Western  Valleys 
(Monmouthshire)  Sewerage  Board  Bill. 
Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection, 
That  the  Earl  of  Haddington,  the  Lord 
Kintore  (E.  Kintore),  and  the  Lord 
Colchester  be  proposed  to  the  House  as 
members  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
said  Bills  in  the  place  of  the  Earl  Walde- 
grave,  the  Earl  of  Powis,  and  the  Lord 
Harris,  and  that  the  Lord  Kintore  (E. 
Kintore)  be  Chairman  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee; read,  and  agreed  to. 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


INDIA  (ACCOUNTS  AND  ESTIMATES 
1903-1904.) 

Explanatory  Memorandum  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India.  Pre- 
sented [by  Command],  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  Table. 


LICENSING  ACT  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

[ILL.]. 

[Second  Heading.] 
Order    of   the    Day   for   the    Second 
Reading  read. 


The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  :  My  Lords, 
in  the  few  remarks  which  I  shall  make 
in  commending  this  Bill  to  the  attention 
of  your  Lordships  it  is  not  my  intention 
to  touch  on  the  question  of  drink,  in 
regard  to  which,  I  think,  many  foolish 
attempts  have  been  made  at  legislation. 
It  is  rather  to  a  question  of  justice  that 
I  shall  venture  to  call  your  attention — 
justice  to  a  body  of  traders  who  carry 
on  a  trade  for  the  benefit  of  the  public 
which  produces  enormous  revenues  to 
the  country.  I  think  altogether  the 
liquor  traffic,  in  one  form  or  another, 
brings  in  £34,000,000  a  year,  and 
these  traders  who  carry  on  this  business 
are  now  subject  to  what  I  Jiold  to  be  a 
ver-y  grave  injustice,  for  they  may  at 
any  moment  lose  their  licences  through 
no  fault  of  their  own,  but  through  the 
fad  or  crank  of  some  teetotal  magistrates. 
The  Bill  which  I  now  ask  your  Lord- 
ships to  read  a  second  time  is  not  my 
Bill.  When  I  presented  it  I  stated  that 
it  was  Lord  Bramwell's  Bill.  What  ip 
the  history  of  this  Bill  ?  L  find  in  the 
last  page  of  the  "  Memoirs  of  Lord 
Bramwell,"  by  Mr.  Charles  Fairfield, 
these  words — 

"  Trial  of  the  appeal  case  in  the  House  of 
Lords  of  Shame  v.  Wakefield  having  brough t 
to  light  some  flagrant  injustices  possible  under 
the  Licensing  Acts,  Lord  Bramwell  drafted 
a  short  Bill  to  remedy  those  injustice*." 

That  is  the  Bill  which  I  venture  to 
present  to  your  Lordships  to-night. 
It  was,  1  think,  in  the  early  part  of 
1894  that  Lord  Bramwell  drafted  and 
brought  in  this  measure.  At  that  time 
there  were  meetings  of  what  is  commonly 
called  "the  Trade "  in  all  directions, 
and  the  Government  and  the  Members 
of  the  Opposition  were  approached  upon 
it.  Lord  Salisbury,  who  was  then  in 
Opposition,  when  asked  to  support  the 
Bill,  advised  those  who  were  promoting 
it  not  to  press  it  at  that  time,  but  to 
wait  patiently  until  after  the  General 
Election,  when,  he  said,  there  might 
probably  be  a  change  of  Government 
and  the  Government  who  would  then 
come  in  would  look  with  favour  on  this 
kind  of  legislation.  A  dissolution  took 
place  in  1895,  and  a  very  large  majority 
was  given  to  Lord  Salisbury's  Govern- 
ment, but  they  did  nothing  to  remove  this 
great  injustice   except  to  appoint    Lord 
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Peel's  Commission.  Theyshuutedthe  ques- 
tion on  to  the  shoulders  of  a  Commission, 
which  is  not  an  unusal  practice.  But 
that  Commission  did  not  at  all  touch  this 
question  of  licencees  losing  their  licences 
in  the  way  I  have  described.  As  a  result 
of  nothing  having  been  done,  cases  are 
constantly  occurring  of  magistrates,  from 
no  cause  whatever,  except  their  antipathy 
to  drink,  refusing  to  renew  licences. 
This  property,  1  would  remind  your 
Lordships,  is  one  of  the  assets  of 
the  Government.  Licences  are  assessed 
for  the  death  duties  like  any  other  kind 
of  property,  but  notwithstanding  this 
we  have  these  licences  taken  i  away 
without  any  justifiable  cause.  It  was  the 
•case  of  Sharpe  v.  Wakefield  which  drew 
Lord  Bramwell's  attention  particularly  to 
this  injustice.  Since  I  presented  this 
Bill  there  have  been  187  petitions  in 
favour  of  it.  These  petitions  have  not 
come  from  individual  licence  holders, 
but  from  the  chief  associations  connected 
with  the  various  branches  of  the  liquor 
trade  in  all  the  big  towns  throughout  the 
country — from  Manchester,  Liverpool, 
Sheffield,  Leeds,  Bristol,  Bradford,  etc. 
'  The  petitioners,  in  their  petition,  submit — 

"  That  the  trade  or  business  of  a  licenced 
victualler  or  beer  retailer  has  existed  a  great 
number  of  years  and  ha*  been  the  subject  of 
a  great  many  Acts  of  Parliament  having  for 
their  object  the  regulation  of  such  trade  ;  that 
the  latter  section  of  the  trade — namely,  beer 
retailers — has  enjoyed  the  special  protection 
of  an  Act  passed  by  the  Legislature  in  1869, 
whereby  magistrates  have  no  power  to  refuse 
the  renewal  of  a  licence  then  in  existence 
•  except  on  such  grounds  a*  are  therein  inserted 
to  protect  the  good  order  and  well-being  of 
society  without  in  any  way  limiting  the 
natural  operation  of  legitimate  trade,  and  all 
licencees  in  Ireland  enjoy  a  similar  protection  ; 
that  recently  jjreat  u»certainty  has  been 
experienced  by  licenced  victuallers  or  holders 
of  full  licences,  inasmuch  as  by  the  law  as 
it  now  stands,  as  laid  down  on  appeal  before 
your  Lordships*  House  in  the  case  of  Sharpe 
v.  Wakefield,  a  licencec  has  no  le^al  security 
for  the  renewal  of  Ids  licence,  and  is  now 
subject  to  the  arbitrary  caprice  of  the  licensing 
authority." 

In  this  petition  reference  is  made  to  the 
state  of  the  law  in  Ireland.  We  hear 
a  great  deal  about  justice  to  Ireland, 
but  what  I  ask  for  in  this  case  is  justice 
to  England  and  Scotland.  Your  Lord- 
ships' House  is  the  highest  Court  of 
Appeal  in  all  questions  of  justice,  and 
I  appeal  to  your  Lordships  to  do  justice 
in  this  case.  I  have  not  the  least  idea 
what  action  His  Majesty's  Government 


Fropose  to  take  with  regard  to  this  Bill, 
know  it  is  impossible  to  carry  a  Bill 
in  opposition  to  the  Government.  In 
another  place  Sir  William  Hart  Dyke  has 
brought  in  a  Bill  to  suspend  the  power  of 
licensing  justices  to  take  away  licences,  but 
I  understand  that  the  Government  have 
given  him  no  hope  of  support.  I  would 
remind  the  House  that  the  Bill  now  before 
it  is  not  of  my  drafting.  It  is  the  Bill 
of  that  great  lawyer  and  wise  man,  Lord 
Bramwefi,  who  thought  it  absolutely 
necessary  in  order  to  secure  justice  to 
licence  holders.  By  his  death  we  have 
lost  one  of  the  wisest  men  and  a  man  who 
put  common  sense  before  sentiment  in 
legislation,  a  thing  very  rare  and  much 
wanting  in  these  days.  The  Bill,  the 
Second  Reading  of  which  I  now  move, 
provides  that — 

"  Licensing  justices  shall  not  be  at  liberty  in 
the  case  of  premises  licensed  at  the  time  of 
the  passing  of  this  Act  to  refuse  the  renewal 
or  transfer  of  a  licence  for  the  sale  of  any 
intoxicating  liquors  in  any  such  premises  except 
upon  one  or  more  of  the  grounds  specified  in 
Section  8  of  the  Wine  and  Beerhouse  Act, 
1869,  but  nothing  herein  contained  shall  limit 
or  extend  their  discretion  in  the  grant  or  re- 
fusal of  applications  for  a  new  licence.  When 
an  application  for  a  renewal  or  transfer  of  a 
licence  is  refused  the  justices  shall  specify  in 
writing  to  the  applicant  the  ground  of  their 
decision." 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\— 
(The  Earl  of  Wemyss.) 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (The  Earl 
of  Halsbury):  My  Lords,  I  hope  my 
noble  friend  will  not  put  your  Lordships 
to  the  necessity  of  dividing  on  this  Bill. 
I  can  assure  him  that  it  is  the  intention 
of  His  Majesty's  Government  to  introduce 
a  Bill  upon  the  subject  as  early 
as  possible  in  the  approaching  session, 
and  the  only  object  of  dividing  your 
Lordships  on  the  question  to-day  would 
be  prematurely,  I  think,  to  ask  your 
Lordships  to  commit  yourselves  to  some 
sort  of  legislation  on  the  subject  which 
might  be  inconvenient  afterwards.  As  I 
can  assure  my  noble  friend  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  His  Majesty's  Government  to 
deal  with  this  subject  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment  next  session,  I  trint 
that  he  will  not  put  your  Lordships  to 
the  necessity  of  dividing. 

The  Earl  of  WEYMSS :  After  what 
has  fallen  from  the  noble  and  learned  Earl 
on  the  Woolsack  I  will  not  put  the  House 
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to  the  trouble  of  dividing.  It  was  with 
a  view  of  ascertaining  what  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  do  in  the  matter  that 
I  moved  the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill. 
I  thank  the  Lord  Chancellor  for  his 
assurance  that  a  Bill  will  be  introduced 
by  the  Government  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment  next  session. 

Motion,  by  leave  of  the  House,  with- 
drawn. 

MOTORCARS  BILL  [H.L.]. 
[Second  Reading] 

Order  of    the   Day    for    the    Second 
Reading  read. 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2a.— 
(Loid  Balfour  of  Burleigh,) 

♦The  Marquess  of  GRANBY:  My 
Lords,  I  must  apologise  to  your  Lordships 
for  again  addressing  you  on  this  subject, 
but  I  confess  that  the  text  of  the  Bill 
does  not  present  quite  as  favourable  an 
appearance  as  the  speech  of  the  noble 
Lord  in  moving  the  First  Reading  would 
have  led  one  to  believe.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  Bill  itself  constitutes  an 
admirable  framework,  but  I  think  it 
requires  in  some  places  a  considerable 
amount  of  stiffening  and  alteration. 
What  are  the  considerations  by  which  we 
should  be  guided  in  dealing  with  this 
measure  ?  The  pre-eminent  consideration 
must  be  the  safety  and  comfort  of  the 
public  as  users  of  the  highways  of  this 
country;  and  secondly,  we  are  equally 
bound  to  take  into  consideration  the 
motor-car  industry  and  the  proper  and 
legitimate  convenience  of  those  persons 
who  may  be  fortunate  enough  to  own 
and  drive,  or  be  driven  by  others  in, 
motor-cars.  It  has  been  said  by  some 
persons,  who,  I  think,  are  generally  con- 
nected with  the  motor-car  industry,  that  a 
certain  amount  of  the  objections  which 
have  been  raised  to  those  who  we  think 
very  often  drive  most  recklessly  are 
vindictive,  and  simply  intended  to 
cripple  the  motor-car  industry.  I 
should  think  there  is  no  human 
being  who  is  in  the  slightest  degree 
anxious  to  in  any  way  interfere  with 
the  due  expansion  of  any  great 
industry  in  this  country,  and  I  am  sure 
1  am  amongst  those  who  wish  to  see 
this  particular  trade  very  largely 
The  Earl  of  JVemyss. 


developed.  But  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  those  who  are  doing  most  to 
injure  the  industry  are  those  persons 
who  drive  their  motor  -  cars  to  the 
danger  and  injury  of  the  public,  and 
I  am  confident  that  the  motor-car 
industry  is  far  more  likely  to  be  in- 
jured by  disregard  of  the  public  safety 
than  by  any  legislation.  It  is  rather 
by  legislation  on  behalf  of  the  public, 
and  by  seeing  that  they  are  legitimately 
and  properly  protected,  that  the  in- 
dustry itself  will  be  very  largely  bene- 
fited. 

I  do  not  believe,  for  one  moment,  that 
the  industry  will  be  benefited  by  the 
continuous  building  of  very  high-speed 
racing  cars.  On  the  contrary,  where 
the  benefit,  in  the  long  run,  will  come 
in  will  be  in  the  adaptation  of  the  motor 
principles  to  the  great  commercial  vans, 
to  agricultural  implements,  and,  in  fact, 
to  all  those  slower  moving  vehicles  on 
the  road  which  will  eventually  become 
very  common.  The  other  night  the 
noble  Earl  behind  me,  Lord  Mayo, 
speaking  on  that  point,  said  he  hoped 
that  every  one  would  take  a  fair  view 
of  the  question  and  not  attempt  to 
cripple  this  industry,  and  he  referred  to 
the  great  interest  that  had  been  taken 
in  the  motor-car  race  in  Ireland.  If  I 
may  branch  off  for  one  moment  to  a 
subject  which  is  not  absolutely  in  this 
Bill,  I  would  venture  to  express  the 
hope  that  we  have  seen  the  last  of 
motor-car  racing  on  the  public  roads  in 
this  country.  I  cannot  see  that  it  is 
right  or  fair  that  the  roads  should  be 
taken  up  for  these  purposes,  that  great 
numbers  of  policemen  and  His  Majesty's 
troops  should  be  employed  to  look  after 
the  safety  of  the  public  and  those 
racing  in  the  cars,  and  that  public 
money  should  be  spent  on  such  an 
object. 

Turning  to  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
itself,  many  of  the  clauses  appear  to  me 
to  have,  at  any  rate,  the  foundation  and 
the  making  of  a  most  excellent  measure, 
and  no  doubt  many  of  your  Lordships 
are  thinking  of  putting  down,  for  the 
next  stage,  such  Amendments  as  will 
strengthen  and  improve  the  Bill.  The 
first  matter  upon  which  I  should  like  to 
ask  for  a  little  information,  and  to  offer 
some  suggestions,  is  the  clause  which 
deals  with  the  licensing  of   drivers.     On 
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that  point  I  trust  sincerely  that  the 
Government  will  see  their  way  to  either 
inserting,  or  accepting,  an  Amendment 
which  will  render  it  necessary  for  every 
person,  male  or  female,  paid  or  unpaid, 
-who  may  drive  a  motor-oar  to  hold  a 
licence  to  do  so.  I  can  see  no  reason  for 
making  any  exemption,  and  I  feel  sure 
your  Lordships  hold  a  similar  opinion. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  as  your  Lordships 
-are  well  aware,  no  one  can  navigate 
-even  his  own  yacht  unless  he  first 
-obtains  a  Board  of  Trade  certificate  of 
his  competency  as  a  master,  and  I  can 
see  no  reason  why  anyone  should  drive 
•one  of  the  most  dangerous  engines  that 
has  ever  been  placed  on  the  public  roads 
in  this  country  without  being  compelled 
to  have  a  licence. 

When  we  come  to  the  question  of  speed 
I  think  the  Bill  appears  to  need  some 
alteration.  It  does  appear  to  me  that  the 
proposal  to  place  the  control  of  speed  in 
the  hands  of  the  County  Councils 
through  an  order  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  is  a  somewhat  cumbrous 
prooedure.  I  hardly  know  what  to 
suggest  as  an  alternative  if  the  County 
Council  is  to  remain  the  main  faotor 
as  regards  the  regulation  of  speed  in 
the  country,  but  surely  it  might  be  an 
extremely  lengthy  process  to  get  an 
order  confirmed  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  saying  that  a  mile  or  two  miles 
of  any  particular  county,  or  even  less, 
is  a  dangerous  area.  You  would  then 
have  to  have  some  very  large  sign  stat- 
ing the  speed  at  which  motor  cars  are 
allowed  to  go  while  passing  through 
that  area.  If  those  boards  are  put  up 
all  over  England  you  will  be  taking 
away  largely  from  the  beauty  of  many 
•of  our  high  roads,  and  you  will  be 
putting  up  structures  in  the  nature  of 
those  extremely  offensive  advertisement 
hoardings  which  we  see  all  over  the 
•country.  I  think  that  particular 
method  of  regulating  speed  is  rather 
a  doubtful  one.  However,  I  believe 
there  are  other  noble  Lords  who  have 
-suggestions  to  make  on  that  point,  and 
I  shall  not  press  it.  There  is  one  other 
{point  to  which  I  would  draw  your 
Lordships1  attention,  and  which,  I  think, 
is  worthy  of  some  consideration.  No- 
thing is  said  in  the  Bill  as  to  whether 
a  person,  who  has  been  summarily  con- 
victed and  sentenced   to  imprisonment 


and  has  given  notice  of  appeal,  will  be 
allowed  to  continue  driving  during  the 
interval  before  the  hearing  of  his  appeal. 
Personally  I  think  the  licence  should 
be  suspended  during  the  interval. 

However  much  this  Bill  may  be 
amended,  and  if  it  has  the  good  fortune 
to  receive  the  Royal  Assent  this 
session,  I  am  sure  that  unless  the 
owners  and  drivers  of  motor-cars 
show  more  consideration  for  others  on 
the  high  roads  it  will  be  necessary  in 
another  two  or  three  years  to  introduce 
an  amending  Bill  of  a  much  more  drastic 
character.  Therefore,  I  am  extremely 
anxious  that  this  Bill  should  be  brought 
into  operation  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
that  it  may  not  be  necessary  within  a 
very  short  time  to  have  to  suggest  some 
other  measure  which  would  only  rake  up 
the  very  unpleasant  feeling  which  now 
exists  between  a  preponderating  section 
of  the  public  and  the  users  of  motor-cars. 
While  I  shall  certainly  vote  for  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill,  I  feel  that  it  is 
capable  of,  and  in  fact  will  require,  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  Amendment  in  the 
next  stage. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN:  My 
Lords,  I  venture  to  think  your  Lordships 
will  view  with  general  approval  the  in- 
troduction of  this  Bill  by  the  Govern- 
ment. This  subject  of  motor-cars  is 
urgent,  and  during  the  last  few  weeks  and 
days  it  has  been  becoming  more  urgent. 
Your  Lordships  will  now  see  every  morn- 
ing in  the  columns  of  the  more  prominent 
of  the  daily  newspapers  a  column  which 
is  generally  headed  "  Speed  of  Motor 
cars,"  and  if  your  Lordships  should  have 
time  to  cast  your  eyes  over  that  column 
you  will  generally  discover  things  which 
are  very  terrible  and  disagreeable,  but  a 
certain  amount  also  that  is  decidedly 
amusing.  The  first  point  in  this  matter 
is  the  rapidly  increasing  number  of  these 
cars.  I  was  struck  very  much  some  time 
ago  by  a  statement  made  by  Mr.  Hawkshaw, 
the  President  of  the  Institute  of  Civil 
Engineers.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  is 
a  motorist  or  not,  but  at  all  events  he  may 
be  taken  as  an  impartial  authority  on  the 
subject.  He  was  addressing  a. speech  to 
the  civil  engineers,  and  he  said  that  he 
stood  on  Whit  Monday,  at  Horsham,  on 
the  Brighton  road,  and  that  in  eleven 
minutes  there  passed  him  209  motor-cars, 
motor-bicycles,  and  bicycles.     Well*  now^ 
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if  your  Lordships  will  multiply  that  by 
six,  it  comes  to  something  like  1,200 
vehicles  of  this  sort  going  by  per  hour ; 
therefore  in  one  hour,  apparently,  the 
happy  residents  at  Horsham  were  passed 


Bolton,  of  Wimbledon — the  police 
evidence  was  to  the  effect  that  he  was 
driving  through  East  Street,  Epsom,  at 
the  rate  of  eighteen  miles  an  hour.  It 
was  stated  that  the  defendant  had  been 


on  that  day  by  considerably  more  motor  j  fined  the  previous  week  at  Reigate, 
vehicles  than  trains  pass  through  Clapham  j  and  tne  Bench  now  imposed  a  fine  of 
Junction  during  the  twenty-four  hours,  j  £6>  in  tne  c^  0f  another  defendant 
This  subject  has  been  forcing  itself  more  i  named    Frederick    Sharpe,    t  he    police 


and  more  upon  the  notice  of  the  public. 
I  have  not  the  slightest  ill-will  towards 
motorists,  but  it  seems  to  me  we  may 
reasonably  expect  them  to  regard,  to 
some  extent  at  all  events,  the  conveni- 
ence of  the  public.  We  all  have  our 
own  experience.  We  have  our  experi- 
ence as  magistrates  and  in  other 
capacities,    and     we    know     what    we 


stated  that  on  Sunday  morning,  28th 
June,  he  was  driving  through  the 
Sutton  High  Street  at  the  rate  of  twenty 
miles  an  hour.  Another  gentleman, 
a  Mr.  Arthur  Chase,  of  Anerley,  was 
summoned  for  a  similar  offence.  He 
asked  the  constable  if  he  could  identify 
him  as  the  driver  of  the  car,  and  the 
officer  said  he   could    not  because  the 


ourselves  see  in  the  streets  of  London. ;  driver  he  stopped  was  wearing  goggles. 
I  daresay  many  of  your  Lordships  have  ;  The  defendant  said  it  was  very  fortunate 
had  narrow  shaves  before  now.  Only  a  i  the  constable  did  not,  because  he  had 
fortnight  ago  a  motor-car  nearly '  only  just  returned  from  Ireland.  He 
demolished  the  humble  Member  of  your  j  had  never  been  in  Sutton  or  Epsom 
Lordships'  House  who  is  now  addressing  I  previously  to  that  day.  He  proved  con- 
you.  I  do  not  suppose  that  anything  clusively  that  he  was  not  there  on  the 
less  than  the  immolation  of  an  Arch- 1  day  in  question,  and  one  of  the  magis- 
bishop  of  Canterbury — for  I  do  not  think  j  trates  very  properly  said  that  it  was 
an  ordinary  Bishop  would  be  at  all  abominable  that  the  offender  should 
sufficient — will  induce  drivers  of  motor- !  have    given     an    innocent    gentleman's 


cars  to   show  any  respectful  considera- 
tion   for    the   welfare    of    the    general  | 
public.    I  am  afraid  one  must  say  that 
although    there  are   no  doubt  a  great 
many  persons  who  drive  with  great  care,  ' 
still  there  are  a  considerable  number —  | 


name.     It    only    showed,  he  added,  to 
what  length  some  motorists  would  go. 

Another  case  was  that  of  Mr.  Lewis 
Waller,  of  the  Comedy  Theatre,  who 
has  delighted  so  many  of  us.  He  was, 
at  the  Shoreham  Petty  Sessions  yester- 


and  I  am  afraid  their  number  is  increas  '  day,  fined  £5  and  costs  for  driving  a 
ing — who  commit  serious  offences  of  motor-car  at  excessive  speed  between 
several   sorts.     The   first    is   that  they  !  Brighton  and  Shoreham.    When  told  by 

the  constable  that  he  had  been  travelling 
at  the  rate  of  twenty-four  miles  aa 
hour,  Mr.  Waller  expressed  his  pleasure 
at  knowing  he  had  such  a  good  car.  At 
the  Richmond  Police  Court  yesterday  a 
gentleman  residing  in  Piccadilly  was 
well,  your  Lordships  know  at  what  rates  |  summoned  for  furiously  driving  a  motor- 
they  go.  I  car  at  Petersham  on   27th  June.     Evi- 

With  regard  to  the  number  of  I  dencewas  given  that  defendant  descended 
accidents  and  the  state  of  things  which  '  the  8teeP  declivity  by  the  Dyart  Arms 
is  generally  prevalent,  I  will  quote  from  I  at  thlrty  ml,es  an  hour»  narrowly 
an  article  headed  u  Speed  of  Motor-cars,"  avoiding  several  schoolchildren  who 
in  the  Standard  newspaper  of  this  |  weTe  in  the  ^^  and  knocking  down 
morning.     It  states -and  this  is  merely  i  two  cyclists,  whose  machines  wereseverely 


drive  recklessly.  I  appeal  to  your 
Lordships  on  that  point.  You  know 
what  goes  on  every  day  in  London.  In 
Hyde  Park  and  elsewhere  people  who 
might  easily  be  content  to  drive  round 
the  park  at  a    moderate   speed  drive — 


a  record  of  what  happened  yesterday  at 
three  or  four  suburban  Benches — that 
at  the  Epsom  Bench  yesterday  a  number 
of  motor  drivers  were  summoned  for 
exceeding  the  twelve  miles  speed  limit. 
In  the  case  of  one  defendant — Frederick 
The  Earl  of  Camperdown. 


damaged.  That  is  one  day's  record  in 
two  or  three  Police  Courts,  and  showa 
what  we  are  coming  to.  I  will  instance 
a  case  which  happened  to  come  within 
my  own  observation.  I  was  at  the  petty 
sessions    where  I  live  in  Worcestershire 
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cm  Saturday,  and  it  was  stated  that 
about  a  fortnight  before  two  foreign 
gentlemen  passed  at  a  great  speed  on  a 
Mercedes  car  on  their  way  to  Holyhead, 
en  route  for  Dublin.  When  taken  to 
the  police  station  they  asked  how  far  it 
was  to  Birmingham,  and  on  being  told 
that  the  distance  was  about  thirty  miles 
one  of  them  said  to  the  other,  "  then  we  ( 
shall  just  do  it  in  about  halt-an-hour." 
There  is  another  little  town  close  by,  and 
about  thirty-three  miles  from  Birming- 
ham, a  gentleman  went  to  the  tele- 
;  raph  office  there  about  ten  days  ago  at 
a  quarter  to  eight,  and  telephoned  to  his 
wife  in  Birmingham  to  put  off  dinner 
till  nine  o'clock  I  don't  know  whether 
he  arrived  punctually  to  dinner,  but 
that  is  the  sort  of  thing  which  goes  on 
quite  constantly  in  that  part  of 
the  country.  The  Birmingham  high 
road  runs  through  it,  and  you 
see  quantities  of  these  motor-cars 
racing  down,  the  drivers  perfectly  dis- 
guised, and  there  is  no  means  of  stopping 
them. 

Motorists  after  they  have  caused  or 
taken  part  in  an  accident  very  often  do 
not  wait,  but  rush  on  and  escape.  I 
think  that  is  a  cowardly  and  a  very 
serious  offence.  Here  8  an  instance  of 
what  took  place  yesterday,  which  I  also 
quote  from  the  Standard.  A  young 
lady  living  at  Woodstock,  Sutton,  was 
found  lying  at  Maiden  Road,  Cheam, 
by  some  haymakers,  with  her  face 
terribly  grazed,  her  breast  badly  cut, 
and  her  right  arm  fractured.  She 
stated  that  she  was  out  riding  when 
her  horse  was  frightened  by  a  motor-car 
and  bolted,  throwing  her  and  dragging 
her  some  distance.  The  driver  of  the 
car  did  not  stop  to  assist  her,  but  drove 
off.  She  was  removed  in  an  unconscious 
condition  to  the  hospital  at  Sutton, 
where  she  now  lies  in  a  very  precarious 
condition.  I  cannot  believe  that  there 
are  many  drivers  who  would  do  such  a 
thing  as  that,  but  still  it  is  by  4io  means 
an  uncommon  thing  for  drivers  when 
concerned  in  an  accident  to  drive  off  and 
i hereby  escape  all  responsibility.  I  can 
give  your  Lordships  another  illustration 
— a  Scottish  one.  Farmers,  when  their 
sheep  or  cattle  are  being  driven  across 
the  road  from  one  field  to  another, 
frequently  incur  accidents  in  this  way. 
There  is  a   very  distinguished  agricul- 


turist in  Perthshire  who  had  some  cattle 
being  driven  across  the  road,  when  up 
came  a  motor-car  and  knocked  one  of 
them  over  and  nearly  killed  it.  The 
car  went  on  and  disappeared.  The 
owner  of  the  animal  finished  the  killing 
and  then  sent  the  meat  into  the  local 
market,  but,  having  done  that,  he  was 
fined  £13  for  sending  diseased  meat  to 
market.  This  particular  gentleman 
never  was  very  friendly  towards  motor- 
cars, but  he  is  rather  less  so  now  probably 
than  he  was  a  month  or  two  ago. 

Again,  drivers  of  motor-cars  habitually 
refuse  their  names,  and  what  are  you 
to  do?  They  are  not  persons  living  in 
the  [neighbourhood ;  you  do  not  know 
where  they  have  come  from  or  where 
they  are  going  to.  The  police  are 
perfectly  powerless.  Two  cases  have 
come  under  my  own  personal  knowledge 
lately.  One  was  of  a  man  who  came 
into  Stratford-on-Avon.  He  had  been 
driving  too  fast,  and  the  policeman  got 
into  his  car  to  identify  him,  upon  which 
the  driver  started  the  car  and  never 
stopped  again  until  he  got  a  distance  of 
seventeen  miles,  when  he  put  down  the 
policeman.  These  things  are  very 
amusing  in  themselves.  The  noble 
and  learned  Earl  on  the  Woolsack  will 
tell  us  the  law  no  doubt,  but  I  can 
hardly  conceive  the  law  in  this  country 
to  be  in  such  a  state  that  an  abducted 
policeman  has  no  right  whatever  to 
make  any  charge  against  the  individual 
who  has  carried  him  off.  But  however 
that  may  be,  I  can  assure  you  that  on  this 
occasion,  and  on  another  occasion  at  a 
place  close  by,  a  policeman  was  carried 
off  in  this  way.  These  cades  escape  un- 
punished. 

In  view  of  what  takes  place,  is  it 
surprising  that  reprisals  are  beginning  to 
be  advocated  ?  If  your  Lordships  look 
at  the  papers,  you  will  see  many  amusing 
letters  and  different  modes  of  reprisals 
suggested.  First  there  has  been  the 
very  simple  one  of  broken  glass  bottles. 
A  well  known  sporting  Baronet  has  sug- 
gested that  there  is  only  one  means  of 
identifying  the  drivers  of  motor-cars, 
and  that  is  by  swan  shot.  A  most 
extraordinary  case  occurred  quite  recently. 
A  gentleman  was  cycling  near  Ealing, 
and  he  heard  one  of  these  motor-cars 
making  a  noise  behind  him.  He  thought 
there  was  room  for  the  motor  to  get  by, 
but  then  he  saw  another  cyclist  in  front 
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of  him  coming  the  other  way,  so  he  de- 
cided that  there  was  no  room  and  very 
wisely  got  down.  He  got  into  the 
hedge  and  the  motor  passed  him,  he 
says,  at  twenty  to  twenty-five  miles 
an  hour.  When  it  reached  the  other 
cyclist,  who  had  brought  up  at  a 
fence  which  he  grasped,  that  cyclist 
whipped  out  a  revolver  from  his  hip 
pocket  and  fired  two  shots  in  rapid 
succession  at  the  car.  When  the  motor- 
car had  disappeared,  cyclist  No.  1  went 
up  to  cyclist  No.  2  and  pointed  out  to 
him  that  carrying  revolvers  was  not 
permitted  in  this  country,  and  that  free 
firing  was  certainly  not  allowed,  and  he 
replied — 

"  What  can  I  do  ?  I  have  hit  one  of  his  back 
wheel*,  I  am  quite  certain,  and  I  think  I  have 
got  them  both." 

Cyclist  No.  1  then  proceeded  on  his 
way  to  the  next  village,  where  he  found 
the  motor  just  as  the  cyclist  had  de 
scribed.  He  had  disabled  one  of  the 
wheels,  and  the  car  was  ruined,  and  he 
afterwards  saw  it  dragged  away  by  a 
mule  towards  its  home,  but  the  driver  of 
the  car  was  absolutely  ignorant  as  to 
what  had  occurred.  He  was  making  so 
much  noise  and  creating  so  much  dust 
that  he  did  not  see  cyclist  No.  2,  and  he 
did  not  hear  him  discharge  his  revolver. 
Naturally,  he  could  not  conceive  what 
had  happened.  All  this  is  very  amusing, 
but  at  the  same  time  it  is  becoming 
serious. 

I  hope  this  Bill  will  pass  in  some  form 
or  another,  because  if  we  are  to  have 
another  twelve  months  of  administration 
of  the  present  law,  there  will  be  traps 
set  in  every  lane  for  motors,  and  magis- 
trates will  have  to  fine  more  than  half 
the  motor  drivers  in  the  country.  The 
real  question  is,  Are  the  roads  in  this 
country  suited  for  this  sort  of  thing? 
Motorists  have  a  perfect  right  to  demand 
to  use  the  roads  and  to  use  them  in  any 
manner  which  is  at  all  akin  or  analogous 
to  the  manner  in  which  they  are  used  by 
other  people ;  but  I  think  we  must  all  be 
agreed,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  roads 
were  never  made  for  express  trains — 
very  often  these  motor-cars  are  nothing 
less — and,  in  the  second  place,  that  it  is 
utterly  unreasonable  for  motorists  to 
claim  to  be  allowed  to  run  along  roads  as 
they  like,  and  without  any  respect  for 
other  descriptions  of  traffic.  Then 
there  is  the  further  objection — the  dust 
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nuisance.  Fortunately,  I  do  not  live  near 
any  road  where  motor-cars  pass,  but 
people  who  do  are  rendered  absolutely 
miserable.  One  gentleman,  writing  to 
the  Standard,  says — 

"  May  I  be  allowed  to  put  in  a  word  for  the 
merciful  consideration  of  motorists  and  Sunday 
bicyclists  on  behalf  of  the  remnant— a  very 
little  one  now — of  that  old-fashioned  and 
prejudiced  class  who  still  cherish  the  seventh 
day  of  the  week  as  one  of  rest  and  quiet,  and 
not  a  field  day  of  noise  and  pleasure  ?  Though 
a  young  man,  and  a  Londoner,  I  am  unhappily 
afflicted  with  such  simple  notions,  and  in  con- 
sequence moved  some  twenty  miles  into  the 
country,  off  the  main  road,  in  order  to  enjoy 
that  repose  which  was  denied  me  in  town.  I 
am  also  a  lover  of  dogs,  and  had  some  idea  of 
exercising  them  peacefully  on  Sunday  after- 
noons. Such  was  my  humble  ideal.  The 
reality  is  that  from  six  o'clock  on  Sunday 
morning  till  one  o'clock  on  Monday  morning 
the  diabolical  tooting  of  motor  horns  is  in- 
cessant ;  my  garden  is  covered  with  the  dust 
which  they  leave  behind,  and  the  summer  air 
redolent  of  oil.  To  exercise  my  dogs  with  any 
degree  of  pleasure  is,  of  course,  out  of  the 
question,  so  I  pay  a  boy  to  do  it  on  week  day*, 
when  motors  are  recovering  from  last  Sunday's 
work,  and  their  owners  earning  the  where- 
withal for  next  Sunday's  amusements." 

The  dust  nuisance  is  really  dangerous  to 
the  motorists  themselves.  I  understand 
that  a  very  serious  accident  which  took 
place  on  Saturday  last  was  caused  in  this 
way :  two  motors  were  following  one 
another,  but  owing  to  the  dust  it  was  im- 
possible for  the  drivers  to  see  anything, 
with  the  result  that  one  of  them,  a  little 
bit  wide  of  the  other  on  the  road,  did  not 
see  a  motor  coming  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion, and  the  consequence  was  a  telescope. 
That  gives  you  some  idea  of  what  the 
thickness  of  the  dust  must  be.  I  had  a 
letter   only   a  day   or   two   ago   from  a 

fentleman  at  Richmond,  who  said  his 
ouse  was  full  of  dust  each  week-end  and 
almost  uninhabitable.  The  dust  is  caused 
to  a  large  extent  by  the  excessive  speed 
at  which  these  cars  will  insist  upon  going. 
Surely  twenty  miles  an  hour  is  as  fast  as 
any  reasonable  person  ought  to  want  to 
go  on  the  roads.  Of  course,  if  any  of  us 
attempted  to  go  at  anything  like  that 
speed  in  our  carriages  or  on  horseback, 
we  should*  be  had  up  for  furious  driving 
or  riding,  and  punished. 

Clause  1  of  the  Bill  omits  a  speed 
limit  altogether,  and  the  only  reference 
that  is  made  to  restricting  speed  is  in 
Clause  5,  where  it  is  provided  that  the 
Local  Government  Board  may  em- 
power County  Councils  or  Borough 
Councils     to     enact    a    lower     rate     of 
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speed  in  certain  specified  parts. 
1  shall  venture  to  submit  to  your  Lord- 
ships, and  I  hope  your  Lordships  will 
accept  it,  an  Amendment  imposing  a 
speed  limit  of  twenty  miles.  I  am  well 
Aware  of  the  objections  that  there  are  to 
an  Amendment  of  that  sort.  It  has 
been  said  that  if  you  impose  such  a  speed 
limit  the  result  will  be  that  the  motorist 
will  consider  that  he  has  a  right  to  go 
At  twenty  miles  an  hour.  Of  course,  if 
a  motorist  chooses  to  misread  the  Act 
•entirely,  that  nobody  can  help.  But  his 
ideas  on  that  point  would  undergo  a 
•change  if  he  found  himself  in  the  Police 
Court  on  a  charge  of  reckless  and  danger- 
ous driving.  Another  point  is  that 
nothing  is  said  about  the  owner.  The 
-driver  is  the  person  to  be  punished.  Of 
course,  in  many  cases  the  driver  is  to 
blame,  but  there  are  other  cases  in  which 
the  owner  is  to  blame,  and  it  has  even 
been  suggested  by  some  persons  that 
you  should  include  the  hirer.  I  cannot 
myself  go  as  far  as  that;  but,  with 
regard  to  the  owner,  I  think  that  in  a 
Bill  which  is  to  be  at  all  effectual,  the 
owner  ought  to  be  included  and  made 
punishable  when  he  is  really  to  blame. 

The  next  point  I  wish  to  call  attention 
to  is  Sub-section  2  of  Clause  1,  which 
says  that — 

"Any  police  constable  may  apprehend, 
without  warrant,  the  driver  of  any  car  who 
commits  an  offence  under  this  section  within 
his  view." 

A  more  futile  provision  cannot  be 
imagined.  How  can  police  constables  be 
-expected  to  see  everything  that  is  going 
on  1  I  would  suggest  that  a  police 
nonstable  should  be  empowered  to 
apprehend  the  driver  of  any  car  who 
commits  an  offence  under  this  section  if 
he  does  not  know  him,  or  if  he  refuses 
to  give  his  name  and  address.  I  think 
then  that  the  sub-section  would  be  a 
good  and  effectual  one.  But,  further 
than  that,  I  think  power  ought  to  be 
given  to  other  people,  when  an  accident 
occurs,  if  they  do  not  know  the  driver, 
to  apprehend  and  detain  him  until,  at 
all  events,  such  time  as  he  can  be 
charged.  JAs  your  Lordships  know,  what 
happens  now  is  this,  that  the  driver,  if 
he  can,  scuttles  off  as  fast  as  possible, 
and  nothing  more  is  heard  of  him. 
Suppose  he  has  knocked  me  in  a  ditch 
.and  I  manage  to  get  hold  of  him,  and 


find  that  he  is  wearing  goggles  an  1 
there  is  no  means  of  identifying  him, 
why  may  I  not  be  allowed  to  apprehend 
him  ?  It  is  said  that  the  number 
will  be  sufficient.  Of  course  if  the 
driver  is  obliged  to  carry  a  number, 
and  if  he  is  carrying  a  number, 
I  quite  admit  that  that  is  a  very  good 
mode  of  identification  and  quite  satis- 
factory ;  but  if  he  has  no  number  is  there 
any  reason  why  he  should  not  be  appre- 
hended by  the  unfortunate  person  whom 
he  has  injured  1 

When  we  come  to  the  question  of 
licensing,  I  quite  agree  with  what  my 
noble  friend,  Lord  Granby,  saidjjust  now, 
that  there  appears  to  be  no  good  reason 
for  obliging  the  professional  driver  alone 
to  take  out  a  licence.  I  cannot  see  any 
difference  between  amateurs  and  pro- 
fessionals, except,  perhaps,  that  of  the 
two  amateurs  are  the  most  dangerous. 
The  Bill  as  it  now  stands  does  not  con- 
tain any  clause  requiring  the  licence  to  be 
produced.  Surely  it  is  most  desirable 
that  if  a  police  constable  asks  for  the  pro- 
duction of  this  licence  the  holder 
should  be  obliged  to  produce  it.  I  think 
an  Amendment  of  that  sort  would  do 
good  to  the  clause.  I  will  not  trouble 
your  Lordships  with  any  more  remarks  at 
this  stage  of  the  Bill,  except  to  ask  the 
noble  Lord  in  charge  of  the  measure 
whether  it  would  not  De  possible  to  draft 
a  clause  to  exempt  broughams  and  pri- 
vate carriages,  which  can  only  go  at  low 
speeds,  from  carrying  numbers.  It 
seems  to  me  that  if  a  private  carriage 
can  and  does  only  go  at  an  ordinary 
rate  of  speed  it  will  be  unnecessary  to 
put  marks  upon  it  which  must  be  of  a 
rather  disfiguring  charactering. 

Another  point  which  I  hope  the  noble 
Lord  will  consider  is  that  of  interfering 
with  the  police  in  the  execution  of  their 
duty.  As  I  stated  just  now,  cases  have 
occurred  in  which  the  police  have  even 
been  abducted  while  endeavouring  to  do 
their  duty,  and  apparently  there  is  no 
remedy.  I  hope  words  will  be  put  in  to 
deal  with  that  case.  I  should  like  to 
ask  the  noble  Lord  also  whether  it  would 
be  possible  to  extend  this  Bill  so  as  to 
include  the  cases  of  motor  bicycles, 
which  are  very  nearly  as  bad  as  motor- 
cars. They  go  at  a  very  great  pace  and 
make  most  disagreeable  and  disturbing 
noises,  and  I  believe  they  have  been  the 
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cause  of  a  great  many  accidents.  They  I 
certainly  stand  on  an  altogether  differ- 
ent footing  from  other  bicycles.  I 
believe  they  can  go  nearly  as  quick  as 
motor  caTs,  and  very  often  do,  and  I 
think  if  it  were  possible  to  include  them 
in  this  Bill  it  would  be  an  advantage. 
I  will  not  trespass  further  upon  the  time 
of  the  House  to-day,  as  we  shall  have  to  I 
discuss  these  questions  at  considerable 
length  when  we  go  into  Committee. 

The  Earl  of  ROSSLYN :  My  Lords, 
wo  have  already  heard  two  speeches  J 
containing  very  divergent  opinions, 
which  only  prove  to  us  how  difficult  the 
solution  of  this  problem  must  be.  Whilst 
I  earnestly  congratulate  His  Majesty's 
Government  on  their  apparent  desire  to 
amend  for  the  general  good  the  Loco- 
motives on  Highways  Act  of  1896,  I 
cannot  but  feel  that  this  new  Motor-Car 
Bill  will  not  fulfil  the  hopes  they  antici- 
pate, and  will  fail  to  remove  the  friction 
which  at  present  exists  between  the 
motor-car  drivers  and  the  local  authori- 
ties. Not  only  that,  but  it  will  create 
further  difficulties  for  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  for  apparently  under  Sub- 
section 1  of  Clause  5,  the  local  authorities 
are  to  be  appointed  referees  in  any 
question  as  to  defining  dangerous  locali- 
ties. I  use  the  word  "  referees  "  because, 
as  I  understand  the  section,  the  council 
of  any  county  or  borough  are  given  per- 
mission to  frame  regulations  for  speed, 
but  must  submit  them  for  confirmation 
to  the  Local  Government  Board.  In 
these  circumstances  it  will  be  interesting 
to  know  whether  it  is  intended  that 
the  councils  of  counties  or  boroughs 
are  to  send  these  clauses  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  the  Local 
Government  Board  are  to  refer  them 
back  again  for  further  consideration 
—  in  other  words,  to  know  which  is 
to  be  paramount,  the  Local  Government 
Board  or  the  councils  of  counties  or 
boroughs. 

In  view  of  what  has  already  been  said 
by  the  noble  Marquis  beside  me,  I  make 
this  very  humble  suggestion,  that  in  this 
no  limit-of -speed  clause  should  be  inserted 
a  proviso  that  in  passing  any  group  of 
houses,  or  through  any  narrow  lane,  the 
limit  of  speed  should  be  reduced  to  eight 
miles  an  hour,  and  that  distinct  warning 
should  be   given   by  the   blowing   of   a 
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horn  on  approaching  the  houses  or  passing 
through  the  lane.  I  have  used  the 
words  "group  of  houses"  because  I  do 
not  wish  to  distinguish  between  half  a 
dozen  houses  and  a  regular  village.  It 
is  not  so  much  collision  with  other 
vehicles  that  has  to  be  guarded  against, 
but  accidents  to  pedestrians,  who  con- 
stitute the  largest  majority.  We  have 
also  to  consider  the  convenience  of  house- 
holders on  the  road,  who  suffer  the  in- 
dignity and  the  annoyance  of  having 
their  houses  filled  with  dust  by  cars 
travelling  at  an  enormous  speed.  My 
noble  friend  Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 
was  understood  by  me  to  say  that 
the  onus  of  identification  would  rest 
with  the  driver  of  the  car — in  other 
words,  that  he  must  identify  him- 
self. That  is  only  natural  so  long  as  he 
carries  the  registration  mark  which  is 
to  be  selected;  but  I  should  like  to 
know  whether  the  noble  Lord  or  Hifr 
Majesty's  Government  considers  that  the 
present  labels  and  signs  which  are  on 
foreign  cars  are  adequate  for  a  driver 
who  is  travelling  recklessly  and  en- 
veloped, as  he  always  is,  in  a  cloud  of 
dust? 

The  object  of  this  Bill  is  undoubtedly 
to  promote  and  protect  a  young  and 
rising  industry,  but  also  to  prevent 
injury  to  life  and  limb  by  the  reckless  em- 
ployment of  the  output  of  this  industry. 
As  the  Bill  stands,  I  cannot  see  that  this 
object  will  be  attained.  I  consider  that 
the  friction  at  present  existing  between 
motor-car  drivers  and  the  police — due 
I  very  often  to  the  exaggerated  sense  of 
duty  of  the  police — will  not  be  removed 
if  we  are  to  have  one  speed  for  one 
county,  and  another  for  another,  and  I 
earnestly  ask  your  Lordships  to  consider 
my  suggestion  when  the  proper  time 
comes,  to  add  a  proviso  to  the  no-limit- 
I  of-speed  clause  that  no  motor-car  driver 
|  should  be  allowed  to  exceed  a  speed  of 
eight  miles  an  hour  when  passing  any 
group  of  houses  or  through  a  narrow 
lane.  I  turn  to  the  section  which  deals 
with  licensing.  I  cannot  understand  the 
reasons  which  the  noble  Lord  gave  on  the 
First  Reading  for  licensing  professional 
drivers  and  exempting  amateur  drivers 
and  the  owners  of  the  cars.  If  I 
remember  rightly,  he  said  that  the 
Government  exempted  them  because  they 
believed  that  those  who  knew  most  about 
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the  cars,  namely,  the  professional 
cliauffeurs,  were  inclined  to  take  greater 
risks  than  the  ordinary  amateur.  But 
I  think  it  can  be  proved  with  the 
greatest  ease  that  the  greater  number  of 
accidents  have  been  caused  by  amateurs, 
and  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the 
summonses  that  have  been  issued  have 
been  served  on  the  owners  of  cars. 

It  ought  not  to  be  permissible,  in  a 
great  democratic  country  like  this,  that 
there  should  be  one  law  for  the  rich  and 
another  for  the  poor,  that  there  should 
be  ono  law  for  the  proprietor  and  another 
for  his  servant.  1  trust  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  will  not  only  see 
their  way  to  make  the  licensing  uni- 
versal, but  will  go  further  and  say  that 
before  a  certificate  is  issued  to  a  driver 
there  shall  be  a  qualifying  trial  of  skill 
in  driving,  and  a  test  of  knowledge  of  the 
component  parts  of  the  motor-car.  In 
touching  for  one  moment  on  Clause  6, 
which  deals  with  the  penalties,  I  would 
express  the  hope  that  imprisonment 
will  be  left  out  as  regards  the  first 
penalty  and  a  severer  fine  im- 
posed instead.  Again,  I  would  suggest 
that  on  a  second  or  subsequent  con- 
viction, the  withholding  of  the  licence, 
added  to  a  fine,  should  be  peremptory  for 
a  certain  period.  The  Bill  must  be 
framed  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  it 
acceptable  to  everyone,  and  I  hope  that 
consideration  will  be  given  to  the 
points  to  which  I  have  called  attention. 

*The  Earl  of  MAYO :  My  Lords,  I 
am  not  a  motorist  myself,  but  1  have 
been  asked  by  the  Automobile  Club,  and 
those  very  much  interested,  to  say  a  few 
wrds  with  regard  to  this  Bill.  I  join 
with  the  noble  Marquess  who  spoke  first 
in  his  contention  that  the  safety  of  the 
public  comes  first.  The  principle  of  the 
Bill,  that  upon  the  driver  should  fall  the 
responsibility  of  using  his  motor-car 
wisely,  is  a  sound  one,  and  if  he  does  not 
do  so  he  should  be  severely  fined.  The 
Marquess  of  Granby  touched  upon  the 
commercial  aspect  of  this  matter,  and  I 
ventured  the  other  day  to  address  a  few 
words  to  your  Lordships  from  this  point 
of  view.  There  is  no  doubt  that  if  you 
put  a  severe  restriction  upon  motorists 
and  those  who  build  motor-cars  in  this 
country,  you  will  hamper  that  industry, 
which   is    now   being   "  cut "    and   en- 


I  croached  upon  by  foreign  manufacturers, 
The  noble  Marquess  expressed  the  hope, 
in  referring  to  the  motor  race  in  Ireland, 
that  that  would  be  the  last  race  that 
would  be  held  on  the  roads  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  That  was  my  own  opinion 
before  the  race  took  place,  and  that  was 
the  very  reason  why  I  went  over  to  see 
it.  I  am  not  now  alluding  to  the  day  of 
the  race  but  to  the  traffic  on  the  several 
previous  days.  I  live  on  the  road  which 
these  motor-cars  traversed,  and  I  own  two 
villages  on  that  road,  and  I  can  testify  to 
the  fact  that  no  one  was  hurt.  The  noble- 
Earl  mentioned  the  question  of  dust. 
The  dust  did  not  seem  to  hurt  the  people 
in  Ireland.  They  rather  welcomed  the 
hurry,  bustle,  and  confusion  in  that 
quiet  part  of  the  country ;  and  there 
was  a  good  deal  of  money  left  behind, 
which  is,  of  course,  the  material  con- 
sideration. 

I    quite    agree   that    all    who    drive 

I  motor-cars   should  be    licensed,   females 

las    well    as   males.       I  should   like   to- 

I  say  a  word  with   regard   to  the  large 

number  of  motor-cars,  motor  bicycles, 

and  bicycles  on  the  Brighton  road  upon 

a  certain  day,  which  were  referred  to  by 

I  the   Earl    of  Camperdown.       I  do  not 

I  know  whether  the  noble  Earl  differen- 


tiated between  motor-cars,  motor  bicycles, 
and  bicycles,  but  certainly  bicycles  are- 
for  the  convenience  of  the  public,  and  I 
should  think  there  were  moreof  these  than 
of  motor-cars  amongst  them.  Another 
point  which  the  noble  Earl  dealt  with 
was  that  of  reckless  driving.  I  was 
glad  to  see  that  he  did  not  damn  the 
Bill  altogether.  I  am  glad  the  Bill  has 
been  brought  in,  and  I  hope  it  will  stop 
reckless  driving.  There  is  a  provision* 
in  the  Bill  that  every  car  is  to  be 
numbered,  and  that,  I  think,  will  put 
an  end  largely  to  reckless  driving. 
The  noble  Earl  opposite  told  some 
interesting  stories  about  the  proceedings 
at  the  Epsom  Police  Court  yesterday. 
With  regard  to  the  story  he  mentioned 
of  the  cyclist  and  the  revolver,  I  would 
observe  that  if  the  cyclist  had  hit  the 
motorist  and  killed  him  he  would  have 
been  hanged. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN :  That 
question  was  put  to  him,  and  he  said 
he  was  not  the  least  likely  to  hit  the 
man    unless  he  shot  at  him.    He  said 
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that  if  the  motorist  was  in  the  country 
where  he  came  from  he  would  have  had 
a  bullet  in  his  head. 

*The  Earl  of  MAYO :  The  question 
of  the  speed  limit  is  the  crux  of  the 
whole  matter.  Is  it  not  better  for  the 
local  authorities  to  decide  in  what  parts 
of  their  counties  certain  speeds  are  to 
be  allowed,  and  that  the  Local  Govern 
ment  Board  should  then,  under  their 
rules,  deal  with  those  recommendations, 
rather  than  that  a  speed  should  be  fixed 
in  the  Bill?  The  noble  Earl  opposite 
suggested  a  speed  limit  of  twenty  miles. 
This  suggested  limit  of  twenty  miles 
-emanates  from  a  meeting  held  in  Com- 
mittee Room  No.  13  on  9th  July. 

The  Earl  of  C  AMPERDO WN :  No,  it 
•does  not. 

*The  Earl  of  MAYO :  I  have  a  report 
of  the  proceedings  in  my  hand.  At 
that  meeting  there  was  only  one  gentle- 
man who  owned  a  motor-car,  and  I 
suppose  those  present  wished  to  have 
this  limit  inserted,  not  from  any  feeling 
against  the  Bill,  but  from  a  feeling  against 
motorists.  I  now  come  to  the  Bill  itself, 
•and  I  may*  say  that  there  are  a  great 
many  things  that  those  interested  in 
motor-cars  wish  to  see  altered.  In 
Clause  1,  for  instance,  the  word  "  reason- 
ably "  might  very  well  come  before  the 
words  "  be  expected  "—that  is,  with 
reference  to  the  traffic  which  might 
reasonably  be  expected  to  be  on  the 
highway.  With  regard  to  the  power 
given  to  the  police  to  apprehend 
offenders  without  a  warrant,  I  wish  to 
know  what  is  to  become  in  such  cases,  of 
the  car.  Even  where  there  is  a  second 
individual  in  the  car  it  may  happen 
that  he  is  unable  to  drive  it.  I  think 
the  clause  which  deals  with  the  number- 
ing of  the  cars  is  a  most  useful  one. 
There  is  another  question  I  should  like 
to  ask — What  will  be  the  result  of 
•enabling  the  Court  to  take  licences 
away  ?  A  doctor  who  uses  a  motor-car 
for  professional  purposes  may,  I  suppose, 
find  himself  deprived  of  the  vehicle  in 
which  he  goes  about  to  his  patients.  With 
regard  to  speed,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  safe  speed 
limit.  Twenty  miles  is  suggested  as  a 
.limit    But  how  can  a   car  go  down  a 

The  Earl  of  Camperdovm. 


hill  with  a  steep  gradient  without  ex- 
ceeding that  limit  1  A  speed  limit  would 
make  it  almost  impossible  for  people  to 
drive  motor-cars  at  all.  With  regard  to 
the  provision  enabling  the  councils  of 
county  and  county  boroughs  to  make 
special  regulations  as  to  speed  at  certain 
dangerous  places,  I  hope  all  these  cir- 
cumstances will  be  investigated  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  before  the 
regulations  are  sanctioned.  The  clause 
relating  to  the  weight  of  cars  does  not, 
I  am  instructed,  meet  the  wants  of 
commercial  people  who  build  heavy 
motors ;  they  would  prefer  to  see  a 
higher  maximum  of  weight  than  the 
Bill  proposes,  say  a  maximum  of  seven 
tons  or  more.  Clause  8  provides  that 
motor-car  drivers  are  to  be  male  servants 
for  the  purposes  of  inland  revenue,  and  I 
wish  to  ask  if  the  owner  of  a  motor-car 
will  have  to  pay  a  duty  on  the  male 
servants  as  well  as  paying  for  a  licence. 
I  hope  your  Lordships  will  give  the  Bill 
a  Second  Reading,  and  that  in  Com- 
mittee the  various  points  to  which  I 
have  directed  attention  will  be  fully 
considered. 

Lord  LAMINGTON :  My  Lords,  I 
associate  myself  generally  with  the 
remarks  and  criticisms  of  previous 
speakers,  but  I  desire  to  say  one  or  two 
words  with  reference  to  the  licensing  of 
drivers  of  motor-cars.  It  is  the  feeling 
of  the  public  that  some  steps  should  be 
taken  to  insure  that  the  drivers  of 
motor-cars  shall  be  persons  competent 
to  deal  with  these  complicated  machines. 
It  is  done  in  France,  and  therefore  I 
imagine  that  the  difficulties  with  regard 
to  the  conducting  of  examinations 
can  be  overcome.  It  has  been 
represented  to  me  that  people 
cannot  become  efficient  motorists  unless 
they  practice  on  the  public  roads.  I 
was  talking  to  an  expert  to-day  on  that 
subject,  and  he  informed  me  that  at 
nearly  all  the  large  motor  establish- 
ments they  have  places  where  people 
can  be  taught  to  drive  motor-cars,  so 
that  that  is  a  difficulty  that  can  also  be 
overcome.  Unless  a  test  is  imposed  we 
shall  see  motor-cars  driven  about  by 
boys  of  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age  as 
soon  as  cheap  second-hand  machines 
become  obtainable.  In  regard  to  the 
suggestion  that  a  speed  limit  should  be 
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insisted  upon  when  motor-cars  pass 
through  certain  populous  places,  I  ask 
how  notices  are  to  be  made  visible  at 
these  places  at  night.  Signal  lamps,  of 
course,  would  be  very  expensive.  I  think 
it  will  be  necessary  to  deal  with  this 
question  by  means  of  some  general 
law  establishing  a  speed  limit  in  popu- 
lous places.  I  have  a  letter  in  my 
hand  from  a  Scottish  minister  telling  me 
that  in  all  cases  where  there  has  been 
anything  like  a  motor-car  accident  in  his 
village  the  drivers  have  tried  to  escape. 
1  would  ask  whether  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  stop  them  by  sending  on  a 
telegraphic  message,  and  to  adopt  some 
summary  procedure  for  the  recovery  of 
damages.  I  understand  that  the  poultry 
of  this  country  is  being  quite  decimated, 
and  I  think  it  is  a  very  serious  matter 
for  poor  cottagers  that  they  should  have 
their  poultry  destroyed.  In  a  case  where 
the  owner  is  in  the  car,  I  think  he 
should  be  held  responsible  for  any  con- 
travention of  the  law,  and  not  the 
driver,  who  is  his  servant. 

Lord  KELVIN :  My  Lords,  it  seems 
to  me  that  there  are  two  points  with 
reference  to  which  the  safety  of  the 
public  is  not  sufficiently  provided  for  in 
this  Bill.  One  is  the  registration  of  cars. 
It  seems  to  me  absolutely  necessary  that 
no  car  should  be  registered  for  running 
on  any  of  the  public  roads,  or  licensed  or 
permitted  to  run  on  any  public  road 
which  is  dangerous  essentially  from  its 
own  construction.  We  have  heard  from 
the  noble  earl,  Lord  Mayo,  that  it  is 
impossible  to  go  at  less  than  twenty 
miles  an  hour  downhill — on  some  par- 
ticular motor  -cars,  I  presume  the 
noble  Earl  meant.  I  think  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  public  safety 
that  no  car  should  be  licensed  to  go  on 
any  set  of  roads  unless  it  can  be  shown 
that  it  is  perfectly  under  control  on  the 
roads  in  that  part  of  the  country. 
Another  point  in  which  the  public  safety 
seems  to  me  insufficiently  provided  for  is 
the  interregnum  in  respect  of  speed. 
The  present  law  as  to  speed  is  abolished 
by  Clause  5,  except  in  cases  in  which 
the  local  authority  continues  it,  but  the 
clause  does  not  provide  that  the  local 
authority  must  consider  it.  It  is  only 
permissive,  and  years  might  pass  during 
which  the  local  authority  had  done 
nothing,   and    the   public    is   absolutely 


deprived  of  all  the  safety  that  a  speed 
limit  implies.  When  I  read  the  ex- 
planation given  by  Lord  Balfour  in  intro- 
ducing the  Bill,  it  seemed  to  me  that  this 
clause  must  be  an  exceedingly  good  oner 
and  very  well  devised  for  the  safety  of 
the  public.  But  then  I  understood  it  to 
be  that  the  existing  speed  limit  remained 
in  force,  unless  abolished  by  the  local 
authority,  over  all  the  roads,  or  over 
some  of  the  roads,  or  some  parts  of  some 
of  the  roads  under  their  control.  In 
other  words,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
abolition  of  a  speed  limit  automatically 
by  the  Bill  is  a  danger  to  the  public,  and 
if  I  do  not  ask  the  House  to  divide  on 
the  Second  Reading  it  will  be  on  the 
understanding  that  the  existing  law  of 
speed  shall  not  be  automatically  abolished 
but  shall  only  be  abolished  when  its 
abolition  or  modification  is  asked  for  by 
the  local  authority,  and  is  arranged  for 
between  the  local  authority  and  the  Local 
Government  Board. 

Earl  SPENCER :  My  Lords,  I  have 
listened  with  great  attention  to  the 
interesting  debate  we  have  had  to-night  on 
this  subject,  and  your  Lordships  will 
perhaps  think  it  desirable  that  some 
Member  of  the  bench  on  which  I  sit 
should  express  an  opinion  on  this  subject. 
I  am  distinctly  in  favour  of  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill.  I  cannot  agree 
with  a  noble  Lord  who  said  that  this  is 
simply  a  measure  to  protect  a  growing 
industry.  The  Bill  is  one  to  make  our 
highways  safe  for  the  public  who  have  a 
right  to  be  upon  them ;  and  while  ensuring 
this  safety  it  is  not  designed  to  do  an  in- 
justice to  an  industry  which  we  all  want 
to  see  prosperous  and  successful.  A  few 
years  ago  we  used  to  hear  of  and  meet 
a  great  many  persons  who  wanted  to  put 
down  the  motor-car  system  of  travel,  and 
I  have  seen  notices  of  Resolutions  before 
County  Councils,  moved  by  important 
county  magnates,  with  the  object  of 
putting  such  restrictions  on  motor-cars 
as  would  prevent  them  almost  altogether 
I  from  running.  We  have  left  that  stage 
t  now.  I  am  glad  that  that  stage  has 
I  been  passed  through.  Motor-cars  are 
with  us  and  will  remain  with  us,  and  it 
is  acknowledged  that  they  fulfil  most 
useful  functions  and  facilitate  travel  in  a 
I  valuable  way.  But  while  that  is  so,  we 
all  feel  the  absolute  necessity  at  the 
present  moment  of  putting  some  check 
on   reckless   driving.      The   noble   Lord 


543- 


Motor-Cars 


{LORDS} 


Bill 


544 


who  spoke  from  the  Cross  Benches  (Lord 
Kelvin)  alluded  to  a  remark  made  by 
my  noble  friend  Lord  Mayo  with  regard 
to  the  impossibility  of  stopping  the 
speed  of  motor-cars  going  down  hill. 
My  noble  friend  spoke  on  oehalf  of  the 
Automobile  Club,  but  I  am  afraid  the 
argument  he  used  was  a  most  dangerous 
one  from  the  point  of  view  of  that  club, 
and  if  he  had  not,  at  the  beginning  of  his 
speech,  explained  that  he  was  not  a 
motorist,  a  great  point  might  be  made 
against  him  on  account  of  that  observation. 

The  Earl  of  MAYO :  I  am  told  by  a 
member  of  the  Automobile  Club  that  I 
was  quite  wrong. 

Earl  SPENCER :  I  am  glad  to  have 
that  admission  from  the  noble  Earl.  I 
think  one  of  the  things  motor-cars  are 
remarkable  for  is  the  extraordinary  rapidity 
with  which  they  can  be  stopped  when 
running  at  a  high  speed.  It  is  difficult, 
in  a  debate  of  this  kind,  which  is  of 
rather  a  technical  character,  not  to  go 
into  details  which  more  properly  belong 
to  the  Committee  stage,  and  I  feel 
compelled  to  make  a  few  general  remarks 
which  must,  to  some  extent,  touch  on 
detail  One  point  to  which  I  attach 
considerable  weight  is  that  not  only  pro- 
fessional drivers  of  motor-cars,  but  also 
the  owners,  should  be  compelled  to  have  a 
licence.  I  quite  agree  that  the  most 
dangerous  kind  of  driver  is  the  amateur* 
The  Bill  provides  that  any  driver,  by  pay- 
ment of  a  shilling,  can  obtain  a  licence. 
No  condition  whatever  is  imposed  in  the 
Bill  on  the  grant  of  a  licence.  I  think 
that  is  a  great  mistake,  and  I  should 
certainly  say  that  every  driver,  amateur 
or  professional,  male  or  female,  ought  to 
be  made  to  prove  the  possession  of  some 
qualifications  before  obtaining  a  licence. 
The  noble  Lord  who  introduced  the  Bill 
said  that  such  a  regulation  would  be  an 
interference  with  the  liberty  of  the 
subject,  and  that  as  we  do  not  deal  in 
that  way  with  drivers  of  horsed  vehicles 
there  is  no  reason  for  doing  so  in  the  case 
oi  motor-cars.  But  everybody  who  is 
fond  of  horses  will  admit  that  though  ! 
occasionally  you  have  to  deal  with  a 
runaway  and  a  horse  which  is  difficult 
to  drive,  yet,  on  the  whole,  horses  are  a  ■ 
great  assistance  to  the  driver  and  are  j 
not  so  dangerous  as  motor-cars,  which 
have  no  sense  or  intelligence.     I  think, 

Earl  Spencer. 


it  is  not  impossible  to  deal  with  this 
matter  in  the  Bill,  for  I  can  quote  the 
practice  in  regard  to  the  licensing  of 
bicycles  in  Germany  and  of  motor-cars 
in  France  in  support  of  my  contention. 
It  seems  to  me  only  legitimate  to  impose 
some  sort  of  qualification  on  those  who 
receive  licences. 

I  am  not  one  of  those  who  think  we 
can  exclude  motor-cars  from  the  roads. 
Some  people  argue  that  there  should  be 
special  roads  for  motor-cars,  but  I  cannot 
give  any  support  to  that  view.  We  had 
a  wealth  of  illustration  from  my  noble 
friend  Lord  Camperdown  with  regard 
to  the  terrible  inconvenience  that  arises 
from  the  dust  created  by  motor-cars 
going  at  a  high  rate  of  speed.  There 
are  other  inconveniences  connected  with 
motor-cars  on  highways.  But  with  regard 
to  the  question  of  dust,  a  friend  of  mine 
was  telling  me  the  other  day  that  in  one 
part  of  the  country  the  owners  along  a 
particular  road  had  been  obliged  to  go 
to  the  expense  of  having  regular  water 
caitsin  order  to  avoid  the  great  nuisance 
which  the  rush  of  motor-cars  had  caused. 
I  rather  regret  some  of  our  modern  legis- 
lation. No  doubt  in  some  ways  ;he 
abolition  of  turnpikes  has  been  a  great 
convenience  ;  but  at  times  I  think  that 
the  system  was  not  at  all  an  unfair  one 
of  raising  money  for  the  upkeep  of  the 
roads,  and  I  almost  wish  that  turnpikes 
still  existed  as  far  as  motor-cars  are  con- 
cerned. They  might  possibly  run  through 
a  turnpike  now  and  then,  but  certainly 
the  system  would  afford  greater  facilities 
than  obtain  now  for  dealing  with  cases 
of  improper  speed.  One  thing  in  the 
Bill  which  I  find  exceedingly  unsatis- 
factory is  the  want  of  uniformity 
of  regulations  in  different  parts 
of  the  country,  which  will  prevail 
if  it  passes  in  its  present  form.  Motor 
cars,  as  we  are  all  perfectly  well  aware, 
arc  driven  enormous  distances  in  the 
course  of  a  few  hours,  several  counties, 
perhaps,  being  traversed  during  one  drive, 
and  if  those  counties  all  have  different 
regulations  as  to  speed  in  different  places 
it  seems  to  me  that  a  great  difficulty  will 
be  put  in  the  way  of  motor-cars,  and  the 
safety  of  the  public  will  he  endangered. 
I  think,  therefore,  that  some  general 
regulations  ought  to  be  made,  applicable 
to  the  country  as  a  whole.  On  the  other 
hand,    I   admit   that    it    is    exceedingly 
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dangerous  to  have  any  regulations  which  [ 
cannot  in  practice  be  applied,  and  that  is  [ 
the  condition  of  affairs  at  the  present  j 
time.  I  hope  the  Bill  will  pass  the  1 
Second  Reading,  and  that  it  may  be 
strengthened  and  made  more  workable] 
by  Amendment  in  Committee. 

The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(I/ord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)  :  My  Lords, 
I  certainly  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  I 
the  tone  of  the  discussion  which  has  taken 

flace  at  this  stage  of  the  Bill,  and  I  think 
may  say  that  there  is  almost  universal 
Agreement  on  the  part  of  every  speaker 
that  there  is  a  case  for  legislation  some- 
what upon  the  lines  of  the  present  Bill, 
though  there  are  differences  of  opinion  in 
regard  to  details.     There   is  no  doubt 
whatever  in  the  mind  of  any  noble  Lord 
who  has  spoken  that  the  time  has  come 
when  a  very  earnest  effort  should  be  made 
to  pass  a  Bill  dealing  with  this  matter,  and 
I  ao  not  apprehend,  especially  after  the 
observations  of  the  noble  Earl  who  has 
just  sat  down,  that  there  will  be  any  desire 
to  divide  against  the  Second  Reading. 
Therefore  I  shall  not  go  at  all  into  the 
general  arguments  which  have  justified 
His  Majesty's  Government  in  attempting  I 
to   deal  with   this   intricate,  and,  I   am  [ 
bound     to     say,     difficult     subject.      I 
regretted  to  hear  the  noble  Marquess  who 
spoke  first  say  that  he  was  not  so  satisfied  I 
with  the  Bill  as  he  had  been  with  my  I 
•explanation  of  it.     I  certainly  hope  that  1 
I  did  not  mislead  him  ;  if  I  did  I  can  only  I 
issure  him  I  did  not  intentionally  do  so, 
and  he  cannot  have  been  long  in  a  state 
of    uncertainty,   because   the    Bill    was 
circulated    with     a    celerity     which    is 
unusual     in     your     Lordships'     House. 
The    speech    of    the    noble    Earl     who 
spoke  next  seemed  rather  an  argument 
in  favour  of  dealing  with    the  subject 
generally  upon  the  lines  adopted  in  this 
Bill,  for  nearly  everyone  of  the  lament, 
able  instances   which  he  quoted  would 
have  been  much  more  easy  to  deal  with 
if  the  measure  had  l>een  in  operation,, 
and  if  there  had  been  some  convenient 
means  of  identifying  the   persons  who 
broke  the  law  or  committed  the  offences 
against  good  taste  complained  of. 

I  think  I  may  say  that  all  the  points 
which  have  been  raised  in  this  debate 
are  points  which  are  more  appropriate  to  be  seriously  contested.  I  am  q  uite 
the  Committee  stage.  On  the  other  aware  that  that  is  the  system,  generally 
hand,  1  am  bound  to  say  that  I  agree    speaking,  in  France.    It  is  done,  I  know, 


with  the  noble  Earl  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  that  it  is  a  matter  of  great 
Convenience  that  those  of  us  who  are 
responsible  for  the  Bill  should  know,  at 
any  rate  generally,  the  sort  of  points 
which  are  likely  to  be  raised  at  the  sub- 
sequent stage.  I  shall  not  trespass  at 
great  length  on  the  time  of  the  House, 
but  will  indicate  generally  the  opinions 
which  His  Majesty's  Government  hold  in 
regard,  at  any  rate,  to  the  most  important 

Eoints  which  have  been  touched  upon 
y  the  noble  Lords  who  have  spoken. 
It  has  been  urged  that  there  is  no  reason 
to  distinguish  in  the  matter  of  licensing 
between  the  man  who  drives  a  car  for 
amusement*  and  the  man  who  drives  for 
fee  or  reward.  I  clear  that  out  of  the 
way  at  once  by  saying  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  are  willing  to  accept  that 
suggestion  and  to  alter  the  Bill  in  con- 
formity with  the  suggestion  which  has 
been  made  from  so  many  different 
quarters,  and  at  the  Committee  stage  I 
will  undertake  to  put  an  Amendment 
on  the  Paper  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  deal  with  that  point. 

Closely  allied  to  the  question  of  licenc- 
ing is  the  question  of  granting  certifi- 
cates of  efficiency.  I  ventured  to  say 
the  other  day  that  we  did  not  intend 
the  licence  to  imply  a  certificate  of 
efficiency.  If  it  were  possible  by  any 
system  of  examination  that  the  certifi- 
cate would  be  a  real  guarantee  of 
efficiency  there  would  be  much  to  be 
said  for  the  proposal ;  but  there  are  very 
grave  practical  objections  in  the  way, 
which    have    influenced    His   Majesty's 

I  Government.  I  am  sanguine  enough  to 
hope  that  they  may  influence  the  minds 
of  noble  Lords  who  seem  at  first  sight 
to  be  attracted  by  the  idea,  and  I  will 
endeavour  to  put  them  before  the  House 
in  order  that  they  may  be  deliberatelycon- 

I  sidered  before  we  come  to  the  next  stage. 
This  is  not  a  thing  which  in  our  present 
position  could  be  effectually  done  by  the 

I  central  authority.  I  venture  to  think 
that    it  would   not   be   possible   to   ask 

I  every  owner  of  a  motor-car  to  come  to 
London  with  his  machine,  or  even  to  a 

|  number  of  centres,  to  be  examined  and 
I  do  not  think  that  that  will 
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under  a  public  authority — under  the 
Minister  of  Works — but  we  in  this 
country    are    not    accustomed    to     be 

fjverned  quite  in  the  same  way  as  the 
rench  people,  and  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  has  not  agents — and  no 
other  Government  Department  has 
agents— spread  all  over  the  country  who 
can  take  a  paternal  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  those  who  wish  to  become  motor-car 
drivers. 

I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  was  much 
struck,  as  I  am  sure  all  of  your  Lordships 
were  struck,  by  one  suggestion  made  by 
Lord  Kelvin — whose  high  authority  in 
these  matters  entitles  him  to  express  an 
opinion  which  would  have  great  weight' 
with  your  Lordships — that  no  car  should 
be  allowed  on  the  highway  which  was 
not  of  a  safe  and  proper  type.  It  is  not 
a  suggestion  which  has  been  made  before, 
and  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  think 
there  would  be  great  difficulty  in  carry- 
ing it  out  It  is  a  very  different  proposal 
from  that  of  a  certificate  of  efficiency.  I 
have  been  told  by  those  who  have 
obtained  certificates  in  France  that  the 
examination  is  not  a  very  practical  test 
or  well  carried  out.  The  process,  as  it 
was  described  to  me,  is  this.  The  Prefect 
or  Sub-Prefect  mounts  the  car  and  tells 
the  candidate  to  go  forward,  to  stop,  to 
go  backward  and  to  stop,  and  then  to 
illustrate  what  he  knows  of  the  machinery. 
A  couple  of  unmounted  photographs  are 
then  produced,  and  one  pasted  on  the 
certificate  of  the  driver  and  the  other 
kept  in  the  Sub-Prefect's  office.  I  can 
hardly  think  that  noble  Lords  who  are 
chairmen  of  County  Councils  can  be 
expected  to  go  through  this  performance 
with  every  car  in  their  district  which 
has  to  be  licensed.  At  the  present 
time  the  County  Councils  have  not 
officers  who  can  undertake  this  work, 
and  if  each  Council  is  to  have  an 
examination  of  its  own,  uniformity  of 
test  will  be  lacking  and  the  incompetent 
candidates  will  go  to  the  districts  where 
the  examination  is  least  severe.  It  will 
be  impossible  to  exercise  any  check  upon 
the  quality  of  the  certificates.  Then, 
again,  there  are  various  kinds  of  cars  and 
a  man  may  be  competent  to  drive  one 
type  of  car  and  incompetent  to  drive 
another.  Is  the  certificate  to  be  limited 
to  the  car  on  which  he  shows  his  powers  ? 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh. 


The  Earl  of  ROSSLYN  :  Personally 
I     think     the     certificate     should     un- 
doubtedly be  limited  to  the  car  which  the 
holder    has    shown    himself   capable    of 
I  driving. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  :  If 
the  noble  Earl  is  really  bitten  with  the 
I  practicability  of  the   idea,   I  venture  to 
1  suggest  that  the  best  course  for  him  to 
take  will  be,  after   considering  the  sug- 
I  gested  difficulties  I  am  putting  forward, 
and  after  taking  such  advice  as  is  open  to 
him,  to  let  me  see  a  clause  drafted  by 
J  him   for  carrying  out    his     suggestion. 
That   will   be   the   time  for  considering 
whether  a  practical,  business-like  assembly 
I  like  your  Lordships'  House  will  go  into  a 
venture  of  that  kind.  The  Local  Govern- 
I  ment  Board  have  kept  a  record  of  many 
I  of  the  accidents  that   have  occurred,  and 
I  there  is  no  sort  of  suggestion  that  the 
cause  of  the  accidents  has  been  the  in- 
competence of   the  drivers.      Accidents 
I  arise  much  more  from  recklessness  and 
from    taking    risks    which   the    drivers 
ought  not   to   take   than  from  want   of 
skill ;  and  even  the  most  competent  man 
may   sometimes    lose   his   nerve.        For 
these  reasons  I  believe  that  a  certificate 
of  competency  would  be  a  very  difficult 
thing  to  provide  for  in  practice,  and  that 
it  would  be  a  delusion  and  a  snare  rather 
I  than  a  protection  to  the  public.     As  to 
'  the  responsibility  of  owners,  upon  which 
point  some  stress  was  laid  by  the  noble 

■  Earl  opposite  (Lord  Camperdown),  I  am 
j  quite  sure  that  no  one  will  suggest  that 
'  the  owner  should  be  held  responsible  for 
|  a  driver  unless  he  is  with  him,  or  unless  he 
|  has  aided  and  abetted  the  driver's  offence. 

I  would  ask  noble  Lords  who  think  that 

■  the  present   Bill  is   not    strong   enough 

I  in  respect  of  the  liability  of  the  owner  to 
j  look  at  Section  5  of  the  Summary  Juris- 
•  diction  Act  of  1848,  under  which!  am  in- 
j  formed  responsibility  is  distinctly  laid 
!  upon  the  principal  if  he  aids  and  abets 
j  his  agent  in  the  commission  of  an  offence, 

■  and  therefore  under  that  Act  the  punish- 

■  ment  would  be  the  same  for  the  owner 
as   for   the   driver.     I    will   verify   that 

<  before  the  Committee  stage.  The  in- 
)  formation  was  given  to  me  earlier  in  the 
day,  and  I  have  not  myself  had  time  to 
j  verify  it,  but  it  came  from  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  I  believe  it  is 
accurate.  The  licensing  of  all  drivers 
will,  I  hope,  prove  a  really  important 
check,  because  it  will  enable  the  owner  or 
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amateur  driver  of  a  car  to  be  punished  | 
in  a  very  practical   way  without   being  j 
actually  sent  to  prison,   because  if  his ; 
licence  is  endorsed  or  forfeited  he  will  be  . 
prevented  from  driving  the  car  which  he  ' 
has  purchased,  probably  at  a  large  cost,  j 
I  understood  the   noble  Earl  who  spoke 
from  the  Cross  Benches  to  suggest  that 
the  method  of  dealing  with  the  rate  of 
speed  in  Clause  5  was  not  a  very  good 
one.      I   understood   him   to   wish   that 
more  power  should  be    given    to   local 
authorities,    independent  of    the    Local 
Government  Board. 

The  Eart,  of  ROSSLYN :  I  beg  the 
noble  Lord's  pardon.  I  had  no  intention 
of  conveying  any  such  impression.  I 
wished  to  know  which  would  be  the 
supreme  authority,  and  I  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  Local  Government  Board 
would  make  one  hard  and  fast  rule  as  to 
speed  in  passing  groups  of  houses  and 
through  narrow  lanes. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
Under  the  Bill  the  speed  limit  is  to  be 
abolished  except  for  those  districts  in 
which  the  local  authority  desire  it  to  be 
maintained,  and  there  it  can  be  fixed  at 
fourteen  miles  an  hour  or  less.  The 
actual  supremacy  in  the  matter  will  re- 
main with  the  Local  Government  Board, 
and  the  initiative  with  the  local  authority. 
I  think  that  is  the  proper  division  of 
duties,  because  there  is  great  force  in  the 
contention  that  you  ought  not  to  have 
ever  varying  rules  of  speed  in  a  drive, 
say,  of  twenty -five  miles.  The  simpler 
you  can  make  the  law  the  more 
likely  it  is  to  be  observed.  The  idea 
of  the  Bill  is  to  throw  the  onus  of 
reckless  driving  on  the  driver  of  the 
car,  and  to  have  a  much  narrower 
limit  of  speed  in  places  where  there  is 
a  real  justification  for  it.  Lord  Rosslyn 
suggested  a  limit  of  eight  miles  an 
hour.  My  experience  of  making  by- 
laws, both  for  motor-cars  and  bicycles, 
would  lead  me  to  say  that  in  very  many 
cases  that  is  too  narrow  a  limit.  Even 
in  crowded  districts  I  think  a  motor-car 
can  safely  be  allowed  to  go  as  fast  as  a 
horse  drawn  vehicle  ;  and  of  the  two  the 
motor-car  is  probably  infinitely  more 
under  control ;  and  I  think  that  on  the 
whole  the  provision  in  the  Bill  as  it 
stands  is  better  than  any  of  the  sug- 
gestions which  have  been  made  in  regard 
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to  that  particular  point.  A  suggestion 
was  made  by  my  noble  friend  Lord 
Camperdown  which  I  understood  to  be 
in  the  introduction  of  a  new  clause  for  the 
purpose  of  allowing  ears  which  can 
travel  only  at  a  limited  speed  to  be 
exempted  from  the  regulations  for 
numbering  and  lettering.  The  class  of 
car  to  which  the  noble  Earl  no  doubt 
alluded  is  that  known  as  the  electric 
brougham,  of  which  one  sees  so  many 
about  the  streets.  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  such  a  provision  was,  indeed, 
inserted  by  the  Government  in  one  of 
the  drafts  of  the  Bill,  but  a  very  grave 
practical  objection  was  at  once  pointed 
out  by  the  police  authorities  and  others 
who  have  the  experience  of  regulating 
the  traffic  in  the  streets.  In  the  absence 
of  any  mark  of  identification,  how  can 
you  say  whether  an  unmarked  vehicle  is 
legally  unmarked  or  not  1  The  police 
would  have  in  many  instances  to  inter- 
fere with  every  car  which  was  unmarked 
in  order  to  find  out  whether  it  was 
legally  entitled  to  the  exemption.  What 
the  Government  think  is  the  better  way, 
and  what  they  desire  to  do,  is  to  register 
every  vehicle,  but  by  regulations  to 
modify  the  form  of  mark  which  may  be 
necessary  on  this  class  of  vehicle.  I  am 
willing  at  the  same  time,  on  behalf  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  to  give  a 
pledge  that  if  the  subject  is  left  in  their 
power  the  most  serious  consideration 
will  be  given  to  the  proposal  which  has 
been  submitted.  If  a  vehicle  is  registered 
and  marked  so  as  to  be  identifiable  I 
am  advised  that  the  Department  believe 
they  may  be  able  to  allow  in  the  case  of 
low  speed  vehicles  a  mark  of  a  much 
less  conspicuous  nature  than  those  marks 
attached  to  the  high  speed  class. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN :  Can 
it  be  done  under  the  Bill  as  it  now 
stands  1 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH:  I 
am  informed  that  it  can  be  done.  That, 
at  any  rate,  is  the  intention,  but  if  there 
is  any  doubt  on  the  point  I  will  accept 
an  Amendment  to  make  it  perfectly  clear. 
But  I  take  it  that  those  who  are  interested 
in  this  particular  class  of  vehicle  will 
remember  that  if  a  vehicle  is  built  to 
run  at  twelve  miles  an  hour  on  a  level 
road,  it  must  have  a  reserve  power  of 
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•peed  to  go  up  a  hill,  and  care  must  be 
taken  that  this  reserve  power  shall  not 
be  used  to  drive  the  car  at  a  greater 
speed  on  a  level  road.  I  only  mention 
this  to  show  how  desirable  it  is  to  leave 
a  small  point  of  that  kind  to  be  dealt 
with  under  a  flexible  and  elastic  system 
by  means  of  regulation  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  rather  than  by  a 
stereotyped  and  hard  and  fast  rule  in  a 
section  of  the  Bill.  A  good  deal  has 
been  said  about  the  speed  limit.  My 
noble  f  riendLord  Camperdown  suggested, 
as  I  understood  him,  a  limit  of  twenty 
miles  an  hour.  The  noble  Marquess  who 
spoke  first  tonight  was  unable  to  sug- 
gest any  alternative  to  that  in  the  Bill. 
If  it  had  not  been  for  the  remarks  which 
were  made  by  the  noble  Earl  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  upon  the  state- 
ment of  Lord  Mayo,  I  should  have  ven- 
tured to  point  out  the  very  matter  to 
which  he  took  exception,  and  to  show 
how  the  argument  that  a  machine  going 
twenty  miles  an  hour  along  a  level  road 
must  go  faster  down  hill  gave  away  the 
whole  case  for  allowing  that  class  of 
machine  to  go  unrestricted  on  our  roads 
But,  of  course,  we  know  quite  well  that 
however  fast  a  machine  can  go  it  can  be 
effectively  controlled  by  the  man  who 
is  driving  it. 

Nearly  all  the  difficulties  in  connection 
with  this  subject  centre  round  the 
question  of  the  speed  limit.  Some 
people  say  there  must  be  a  limit.  The 
subject  was  carefully  considered  at 
various  stages  during  the  preparation  of 
the  Bill,  and  ultimately  we  decided  the 
question  in  the  negative,  and  we  decided 
it  upon  this  ground,  that  whatever  limit 
is  chosen  must  in  some  circumstances  be 
excessive,  and  must  in  others  be  unduly 
restrictive.  I  believe  it  passes  the 
wit  of  man  to  fix  any  limit  which 
shall  not  be  expessive  under  some  cir- 
cumstances and  unduly  restrictive  in 
others.  I  believe  that  much  of  the 
difficulty  which  now  exists  is  because 
there  is  a  cast-iron  limit  which  is  too 
low  for  present  purposes,  and  which  no 
one  respects.  I  venture  to  think  that 
it  will  be  a  very  serious  departure  from 
the  principles  on  which  the  Bill  is 
framed  if  either  this  House  or  the  other 
House  of  Parliament  imposes  a  speed 
1  mit  in  the  Bill.     I  do  not  say  that  it 
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will  be  destructive  of  the  measure,  bur, 
as  at  present  advised,  I  do  say  that  it 
will  require  very  much  stronger  reasons 
than  have  yet  been  advanced  to  induce 
the  Government  to  depart  from  the 
position  they  have  taken  up.  The  noble 
Earl  himself  indicated  one  of  the  reasons. 
He  said  that  a  maximum  speed  would 
be  considered  a  kind  of  charter  within 
which  drivers  would  be  entitled  to 
regulate  their  speed.  But  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  wish  to  give  any  charter 
of  that  kind.  We  want  to  make  it 
abundantly  clear  that  the  responsibility 
for  the  speed,  whatever  it  may  be,  rests 
upon  the  man  who  drives  the  car. 
I  believe  that  to  be  not  only  the  simplest 
and  the  easiest  to  enforce,  but  the  most 
satisfactory  and  most  flexible  condition 
to  impose. 

What  is  excessive  speed  must,  it  seems 
to  me,  be  decided  by  circumstances. 
Obviously  what  is  excessive  speed  atom; 
time  of  the  day  in  any  of  the  thorough- 
fares might  not  be  excessive  at  another 
time ;  and  I  hope  that  before  Parliament 
makes  up  its  mind  to  alter  the  Bill  in 
that  respect  the  gravest  and  the  most 
careful  consideration  will  be  given  to  the 
subject.  Some  of  those  who  are  enemies 
of  this  form  of  traffic  may  like  it ;  some 
police  authorities  may  even  like  it  as 
affording  them  an  easy  way  of,  so  to 
speak,  enforcing  the  law  and  catching 
evil  doers.  They  may  measure  a  piece 
of  road  and  time  a  car  from  one  end  to 
the  other,  but  what  good  do  they  do  by 
that  ?  Perhaps  it  is  a  perfectly  straight 
road  where  the  driver  can  see  hundreds 
of  yards  ahead ;  perhaps  it  may  be  the 
very  safest  part  of  the  road  over  which 
the  car  may  travel,  and  yet  all  the  energies 
of  the  police  and  the  local  authorities  are 
concentrated  on  these  easy  level  portions, 
while  observation  at  the  cross-roads  and 
the  populous  places  is  neglected  because 
they  know  they  are  less  likely  to  catch 
an  offender  at  these  places  than  on  the 
portions  of  the  road  along  which  it  is 
perfectly  safe  to  travel.  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  a  great  deal  of  the  present  diffi- 
culty— and  it  has  been  frankly  recognised 
from  all  quarters  of  the  House  to-night — 
has  arisen  because  of  the  want  of  con- 
sideration for  others  shown  by  a  certain 
number  of  those  who  use  the  cars.  If 
only  we  could  impress  upon  those  drivers 
that  it  is  not  enough  in  these  matters  to 
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-obey  the  letter  of  the  law,  but  that  there 
is  a  courteous  rule  of  the  road  and  a  con- 
sideration for  others  which  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  observe,  I  believe  that  a 
•great  deal  of  the  difficulty  would  dip- 
appear.  It  is  because  I  know  that  there 
is  a  certain  class  who  will  not  give  effect 
to  these  considerations  unless  they  think 
they  are  likely  to  be  found  out,  that  I 
attach  importance  to  an  easy  means  of 
(identification.  It  is  to  that  kind  of  con- 
sideration that  I  pin  my  faith  for  making 
the  Bill  work  well. 

I  agree  in  thinking  that  a  large  portion 
•of  the  roads  in  this  country  are  not  con- 
structed so  as  to  be  suitable  for  these 
exhibitions  of  very  high  speed.  Many 
•motor-cars  go  faster  than  many  express 
trains,  certainly  faster  than  many  trains 
in  the  south  of  London,  and  this  on  roads 
where  there  are  many  turns  and  cross- 
roads, no  safeguards,  and  no  signals  or 
appliances  such  as  tend  to  make  railway 
travelling  so  safe.  How  are  we  to  recon- 
cile what  is  reasonable  freedom  with  the 
punishment  of  those  who  drive  at  an 
-excessive  speed  and  ought  to  be  punished  ? 
I  believe  that  this  end  can  only  be 
attained,  with  fairness  to  all  interests,  by 
/some  such  proposals  as  are  contained  in 
this  Bill.  I  hope  that  these  considerations 
will  weigh  with  the  House  and  induce 
your  Lordships  to  pass  the  clauses  of  the 
Bill  relating  to  rate  of  speed  on  the  same 
lines,  at  any  rate,  as  those  on  which  they 
are  framed.  I  pledge  myself  and  those 
who  are  interested  in  this  Bill  to  give  the 
most  reasonable,  most  fair,  the  most 
candid  consideration  to  any  proposals, 
from  whichever  quarter  they  may 
come,  for  improving  this  measure  on 
the  main  lines  on  which  it  is  drafted. 
Exception  has  been  taken  during  the 
course  of  this  debate  to  the  limit  of 
weight  proposed  in  the  Bill.  I  believe 
the  noble  Earl  behind  me  was  correct  in 
saying  that  in  some  of  our  large  towns 
— in  Liverpool,  for  instance — a  great 
desire  has  been  expressed  for  a  slight 
increase  of  the  limit  as  to  the  weight  of 
these  light  locomotives.  Your  Lordships 
may  disabuse  your  minds  of  this,  that  it 
is  the  racing  fraternity  who  want  an 
increase  in  the  weight.  Those  who  are 
hampered  by  the  present  limitation  of 
weight  are  those  who  are  using  these 
machines  for  industrial  purposes. 

With  regard  to  the  question  raised  by 
the    noble    Marquess    who    spoke   first, 


whether  the  licence  will  be  suspended 
pending  an  appeal,  all  I  can  say  at 
present  is  that  the  suggestion  is  well 
worthy  of  consideration,  if  there  is  a 
reasonable  limit  of  time  for  the  trial  of 
the  appeal.  My  noble  friend  Lord 
Camperdown  inquired  whether  motor 
bicycles  were  included  in  this  Bill. 
Most  certainly  they  are  included  under 
the  first  section  of  the  principal  Act  of 
1896,  and  in  any  case  the  point  will  be 
made  clear  before  the  Bill  becomes  law. 
The  part  of  the  Bill  which  deals  with 
apprehension  at  sight  will  require  very 
careful  consideration ;  but  I  cannot  hold 
out  the  hope  that  an  aggrieved  person 
shall  be  entitled  to  apprehend  at  sight 
the  person  who  he  thinks  has  aggrieved 
him.  Free  fights  and  police  Court  cases 
would  be  far  more  numerous  if  such  a 
provision  were  sanctioned,  and  the 
Epsom  Police  Court  would  be  an  even 
more  lively  place  on  a  Monday  morning 
than  it  is  at  the  present  moment. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN :  The 
power  exists  under  the  Highways  Act. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH :  I 
will  look  into  that  point,  but  I  think 
the  proper  person  to  apprehend  anyone 
is  the  person  set  apart  for  that  purpose. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN:  If  he 
is  there. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH:  I 
sympathise  with  those  who  suffer  from 
the  excess  of  dust  caused  by  the  too 
rapid  transit  of  motor-cars  ;  but  there 
must  always  be  inconveniences  as  well  as 
conveniences  from  living  near  great 
lines  of  traffic.  I  have  endeavoured  to 
take  a  real  interest  in  this  matter,  which 
I  believe  to  be  of  the  greatest  possible 
importance,  and  I  assure  the  House  that 
I  shall  do  my  best  to  make  the  Bill  as 
acceptable  as  possible  under  the  difficult 
circumstances. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  My  Lords,  I 
wish  to  take  exception  to  a  single  point 
in  the  speech  of  my  noble  friend  who  has 
charge  of  this  Bill— namely,  with  regard 
to  the  nan  possumas  attitude  he  took  up 
upon  the  question  of  requiring  some 
proficiency  on  the  part  of  the  driver  be- 
fore he  is  granted  a  certificate.  Event\\s> 
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arguments  that  were  used  by  the  noble 

Lord  did  not  seem  to  be  very  convincing. 

They  were  founded,  not  on  the  undesir- 

ability  of  such  a  condition  being  required 

from  a  driver,  but  rather  on  the  difficulty 

of  enforcing  it.    The  noble  Lord  asked 

who  was  to  examine,  and  whether  we 

expected  chairmen  of  County  Councils 

to  go  out   in  the   motor-cars   with  the 

applicants  for  licences ;  and  he  suggested 

that    it    was     not     conceivable      that 

owners  and  drivers  of  motor-cars  were 

to  come   up  to  London  in  order  to  be 

examined.     After  all,  these  difficulties  are 

difficulties  which  have  to   be  got  over. 

This  is  a  new  system  of  locomotion.   The 

whole  of  the  conditions  with  regard  to  it 

are  new,  and  if  it  is  necessary  for  local 

authorities  to  increase  their  staff  and  to 

adopt  new  methods  of  administration  for 

the  purposes  of  the  new  locomotion,  then 

the  local    authorities  must  do  so.     The 

noble  Lord  was  a  little   wrong  in   his 

description   of  how   this  is   managed  in 

France.    It  is  not  the  case  that  drivers 

of  automobiles  are  brought  up  to  Paris 

to  be  examined.    The  examination  takes 

place  in  all  the  great  cities  of  France, 

and  it  is  carried  on  there,  as  I  think  it 

might   very   well   be   carried   on    here, 

by   the  police.     On     the    certificate    is 

stated    the    class  of  car  on    which    the 

examination  took  place,  and,  in  addition, 

as  the  noble  Lord  said,  in   the  corner  of 

the  certificate  is  placed   the  photograph 

of  the  driver.     I  do  insist  that  it  would 

be  much  more  satisfactory  to  the  country 

at  large  if  some    certificate   of  efficiency 

were    given.     It  might  not  be  a  perfect 

one,  but  one  that  was  not  perfect  would 

be  better  than  none  at  all.    After  all,  as 

much,  if  not  more,  knowledge  is  required 

to  drive   a  motor-car  than   to    drive   an 

engine  along  rails.    There  is  one  other 

point  with  regard  to  the  question  of  the 

speed  limit  upon  which  1  should  like  to 

ask  the  noble    Lord  a  question.     I  am 

with  him    that    the    enforcement  of  a 

speed  limit  is  not  desirable,  but  I  want 

to   know  the  exact  position   of  County 

Councils    in    this    matter.     Will    it    be 

possible  for  a  County  Council  to  insist  on 

a  speed  limit,  say,  of  twelve  miles,  over 

its  whole  area,  or  will  it  be   confined  to 

urban  districts  ]     I  do  not   think   that 

point    comes  out  clearly    either    in  the 

Bill   or  from  the   speech   of   the   noble 

Lord  Tifeedmouth. 


Lord.  I  understood  the  noble  Lord  to 
say  that  the  County  Council  or  the  local 
authority  could  name  a  speed  limit 
within  its  area,  and,  provided  that  that 
speed  limit  was  sanctioned  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  it  would  come  into 
force. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
The  speed  limit  as  it  now  exists  is  wholly 
abolished,  except  in  populous  or  special 
places  in  the  country,  where,  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  the  present  speed  limit  of  fourteen 
miles  or  less  is  maintained.  In  other 
word?,  the  onus  of  asking  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  existing  system  will  rest, 
in  the  first  instance,  with  the  local 
authority,  who  will  move  the  County 
Councils,  who  will  move  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  sanction  that 
particular  speed  in  a  particular  place. 

LordTWEEDMOUTH:  What  I  wish 
to  know  is,  would  it  be  possible  for  a 
particular  County  Council  which  had  a 
special  hostility  to  automobiles  to  apply 
to  have  that  speed  over  its  whole  area  T 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  :  It 
would  be  possible  to  apply  for  it,  but  I 
cannot  conceive  the  Local  Government 
Board  granting  the  application. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH :  Do  I  under- 
stand that  it  would  be  possible  to  have 
over  the  whole  country  a  patchwork  of 
different  speeds  according  to  the  desires 
of  the  different  local  authorities  ? 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  :  I 
agree  with  the  noble  Lord  that  the 
fewer  variations  of  speed  the  better.  I 
think  that  there  should  not  be,  except 
in  very  exceptional  circumstances,  a  very 
low  limit  of  speed  prescribed.  I  hope  it 
will  be  found  possible  to  have  only  one 
limit  of  speed  in  the  great  majority  of 
places,  not  exceeding  eight  or  twelve 
miles — a  speed  at  which  a  motor-car, 
properly  constructed,  will  be  at  least  as 
safe  as  any  horse-drawn  carriage  in  the 
same  area. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  That  is  ex- 
actly my  suggestion.  I  think  it  would 
be  far  preferable  to  name  in  the  Bill  a 
particular  speed  for  the  places  indicated. 
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That,  it  seems  to  me,  would  be  a  very 
great  improvement  in  the  Bill,  and  I 
■hope  that  the  noble  Lord,  when  we  get 
into  Committee,  will  consider  an  Amend- 
ment leading  to  that  result. 

Lord  HENEAGE  :  1  should  like  to 
.ask  the  noble  Lord  whether,  in  the  case 
•of  rural  counties  where  a  policeman  is 
not  very  often  to  be  found,  and  where 
motor-cars  can  go  perfectly  safely  on 
Jong  stretches  of  road,  there  should  not 
be  some  general  rule  made  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  that  on  approaching 
turns  in  the  road,  corners,  or  cross- roads, 
or  inhabited  districts,  motor  cars  should 
not  travel  beyond  a  certain  speed. 
Motor-cars  are  becoming  an  absolute 
nuisance  to  the  rural  population  in  the 
•country,  and  at  the  present  moment  it 
is  almost  impossible  for  farmers'  wives 
or  daughters  to  drive  their  husbands  or 
fathers  to  the  station,  or  go  to  fetch 
them,  owing  to  the  advent  of  the  motor- 
<5ar  terror.  I  shall  venture  to  move  an 
Amendment  dealing  with  this  point 
when  the  Bill  is  in  Committee. 

On  question,  Bill  read  2*. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH :  I 
have  had  a  consultation  with  noble  Lords 
opposite  as  to  the  date  when  the  Com- 
mittee stage  of  this  Bill  shall  be  taken. 
It  will  be  inconvenient  for  the  noble 
Earl  the  Chairman  of  Committees  to  be 
in  the  House  on  Monday,  and  therefore, 
subject  to  the  general  convenience  of 
jour  Lordships,  I  will  place  the  Committee 
stage  down  for  Friday  next. 

Bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Friday  next. 

MARINE  STORE  DEALERS    (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 
Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

The  Earl  of  DENBIGH :  My  Lords, 
this  is  a  Bill  which  has  passed  the  other 
House  with  the  general  assent  of  all 
parties,  and  is  for  the  purpose  of  remedy- 
ing a  defect  in  the  law  of  Ireland  and 
making  it  equal  in  this  respect  to  the 
law  of  England  and  Scotland.  The  Bill, 
however,  is  framed  more  upon  the  lines 


of  the  Act  which  is  in  operation  in  Scot- 
land. Its  object  is  to  compel  marine 
store  dealers  and  dealers  in  second-hand 
goods  in  Ireland  to  take  out  licences  and 
to  keep  books  and  records  to  be  open  to 
the  inspection  of  the  police  if  necessary. 
It  has  been  found  that  in  Scotland  this 
provision  has  had  a  good  effect  in  pre- 
venting a  certain  class  of  theft — notably 
the  theft  of  articles  which  are  largely 
dealt  in  by  marine  store  and  general 
dealers.  Of  course,  people  who  commit 
thefts  of  these  articles  can  be  prosecuted 
under  the  ordinary  law,  but  the  great 
difficulty  is  to  trace  the  articles,  and  it 
has  been  found  that  there  does  exist  in 
Ireland  a  need  for  a  Bill  of  this  de- 
scription. The  Act  has  worked 
well  in  Scotland.  It  has  checked  this 
kind  of  theft  by  placing  considerable 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  disposal  of 
the  proceeds  of  these  robberies,  and  has 
not  interfered  at  all  with  honest  persons 
in  the  transaction  of  their  business. 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\ 
—(The  Earl  of  Denbigh.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
Monday  next. 

ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

LUNACY  ACTS  (AMENDMENT)  LONDON 
BILL  [h.l.]. 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
without  Amendment,  and  to  be  read  3* 
on  Thursday  next. 

PISTOLS  BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 

with  Amendments:  The  Report  thereof 

to  be  received  on  Thursday  next ;  and 

Bill  to  be  printed  as  amended.     (No.  164.) 

THE  FISCAL  INQUIRY. 
Viscount  GOSCHEN :  I  rise  to  ask 
my  noble  friend  the  President  of  the 
Council  the  Question  of  which  I  have 
riven  notice,  namely  : — "  Whether  the 
Board  of  Trade  have  had  occasion  to 
consider  to  what  extent  the  excess  of  the 
country's  imports  over  its  exports  is 
accounted  for  by  the  amount  earned  by 
British  shipping,  insurance,  agency  com- 
missions, ana  profits,  not  included  in  the 
valuation  of  our  exports,  and  by  the 
interest  on  foreign  investments  owned  in 
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the  United  Kingdom,  and  whether,  if  the 
Board  of  Trade  have  made  any  such  esti- 
mate, he  will  state  the  figures  to  the 
House."  My  noble  friend  promised  to 
give  me  an  answer  to  a  Question  I  asked 
him  the  other  day  with  reference  to  the 
time  the  information  collected  by  the 
Government  about  fiscal  matters  would 
be  placed  before  us. 

The  LORD  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (The  Duke  of  Devonshire)  : 
It  is  the  fact  that  recently,  and  also  I 
believe  upon  former  occasions,  the  Board 
of  Trade  have  had  occasion  to  consider 
how.  the  payments  are  made  which 
balance  the  excess  of  our  imports  over 
our  exports  ;  and  all  the  elements  which 
are  enumerated  in  my  noble  friend's 
Question  no  doubt  account  for  that  excess. 
My  noble  friend  has  accurately  stated  the 
items  in  respect  of  which  payment  is 
received  which  make  up  the  difference 
between  the  value  of  the  imports  and  the 
value  of  the  exports.  It  is,  however, 
extremely  difficult  to  state  what  are  the 
actual  amounts  that  are  received  in 
respect  of  each  of  those  payments.  What 
those  amounts  are  must  be  a  matter 
rather  of  speculation,  which  cannot  be 
verified  altogether  by  any  statistics  which 
exist.  The  Board  of  Trade  have,  in  fact, 
no  greatly  superior  means  of  arriving  at 
positive  conclusions  on  this  subject  than 
are  in  the  possession  of  any  skilled 
economist  or  statistician.  My  noble 
friend  asks  me  to  state  what  are  the 
figures  which  have  been  arrived  at  by  the 
Board  of  Trade ;  but  I  think  it  would  be 
undesirable  that  I  should  attempt  to  do 
so  without  at  the  same  time  putting  the 
House  in  possession  of  data  upon  which 
those  conclusions  have  been  arrived 
at  and  those  figures  have  been 
estimated.  It  is  doubtful  whether 
any  statement  of  such  a  nature  resting 
on  speculative  rather  than  on  positive 
data,  ought  to  be  presented  to  Parliament  i 
on  the  authority  of  a  Department  of  the 
Government.  But  I  am  in  communica- 
tion with  the  Board  of  Trade  with  the  j 
view  of  considering  whether  the  informa- 
tion which  my  noble  friend  has  asked 
for  can  be  given  in  such  a  ^  form  as  to 
prevent  any  misconception  as  to  its 
authority,  and  the  responsibility  of  the 
Board  in  regard  to  it.  My  noble  friend 
asked  me  the   other  day  the  probable 

Viscount  Goschen. 


date  when  the  information  the  Govern- 
ment is  collecting  will  be  in  the  hands 
of  Members,  and  I  think  he  specially 
asked  whether  it  would  be  available 
before  the  month  of  October,  when  it 
has  been  promised,  or  rather  threatened, 
that  the  discussion  of  this  question 
is  to  commence.  A  large  amount  of 
information  has  already  been  collected,, 
but  much  of  it  requires  some  revision, 
and  co-ordination.  I  am  able,  however, 
to  inform  my  noble  friend  that  a  con 
siderable  part  of  it  will  certainly  be  laid 
on  the  Table  of  this  House  before  the 
end  of  the  session,  and  much  of  it,  1 
hope,  at  a  still  earlier  date. 

Viscount  GOSCHEN:  May  I  make 
one  suggestion  to  my  noble  friend  1  It 
is  whether,  while  he  refers  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  the  question  as  to  shipping  and 
agency  commissions,  he  should  not 
consult  the  Treasury  and  the  Inland 
Kevenue  with  reference  to  the  interest 
on  foreign  investments,  which  seems  to* 
me  to  fall  more  within  their  scope  than 
the  scope  of  the  Board  of  Trade  ;  or 
perhaps  both  Departments  might  con- 
sult together.  I  know,  from  my  own 
connection  with  the  Exchequer,  that 
such  investigations  are  occasionally  made 
at  the  Treasury.  I  think  I  gathered 
from  the  noble  Duke  that,  while  he  is 
not  able  to  day  to  give  figures  which 
account  for  the  excess  of  our  imports 
over  our  exports,  he  accepted  the  general 
position  that  the  items  which  are  enumer- 
ated in  my  Question  do  account  together 
for  that  excess. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  I 
think  there  is  no  doubt  in  the 
opinion  of  the  authorities  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  who  have  examined  the  ques- 
tion, that  the  excess  is  accounted  for 
by  the  payments  which  are  enumerated 
in  my  noble  friend's  Question.  I  am 
under  the  impression  that  the  Treasury^ 
have  already  been  consulted  in  preparing: 
this  information ;  but,  of  course,  before 
any  Papers  are  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
House,  both  Departments  will  be  con- 
sulted as  to  the  information  which  they 
are  able  to  give. 

The  subject  then  dropped. 
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THE  LONDON  EDUCATION  BILL. 
Earl  SPENCER:  I  rise  to  ask  the 
noble  Duke  the  Lord  President  of  the 
Council  whether  he  can,  as  promised  last 
night,  make  a  statement  as  to  the  course 
of  public  business,  particularly  with 
regard  to  the  London  Education  Bill. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  It  is 
impossible  to  speak  with  certainty  of  the 
London  Education  Bill,  but  it  is  hoped 
that  it  will  be  read  the  third  time  in  the 
other  House  on  Friday,  24th  July.  In 
that  event  the  Second  Reading  will  be 
taken  in  your  Lordships'  House  on  Tues- 
day, 28th  July,  and  I  suggest  that  the 
Committee  Stage  should  be  taken  on  the 
following  Thursday.  I  understand  that 
the  noble  Earl  the  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion considers  that  the  interval  of  two 
days  between  the  Second  Reading  and 
the  Committee  too  short,  but  what  I  had 
in  view  was  to  give  the  Thursday  and 
the  Friday  to  the  Committee  stage  — 
finishing  it  on  the  Friday — in  order  to 
be  able  to  take  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  Irish  Land  Bill  on  the  following 
Monday. 

Earl  SPENCER :  I  certainly  thought 
the  interval  of  two  days  between  the 
Second  Reading  and  the  Committee  Stage 
too  short  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
down  Amendments.  At  the  same  time 
I  do  not  wish  to  put  the  House  in  any 
difficulty.  If  it  could  be  arranged  that 
the  Bill  as  it  leaves  the  other  House  shall 
be  at  once  circulated  before  it  is  read  a 
first  time  in  this  House,  I  do  not  think 
there  will  be  any  objection  to  taking  the 
Committee  Stage  on  the  Thursday,  so 
that  in  the  event  of  its  lasting  more  than 
one  night  it  could  be  concluded  on  the 
Friday. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past 
Seven  o'clock,  to  Thursday 
next,  a  quarter  past  Four 
o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  Wh  July,  1903. 


The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  WAYS  AND 
MEANS. 

The  Clerk  at  the  Table  informed  the 
House  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  [LORDS]  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  IN- 
QUIRED INTO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Re 
port  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
retitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  ' 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not 
previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with,  viz. : — Brighton  Corporation  Bill 
[Lords] ;  South  Staffordshire  Tramways 
Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Grindleford,  Baslow,  and  Bakewell 
Railway  Bill.  Lords  Amendments  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to. 

Cardiff  Railway  Bill  [Lords].  Read 
the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

Croydon  and  District  Electric  Tram- 
ways Bill.  Read  the  third  time,  and 
passed.     [New  Title.] 

Scottish  American  Mortgage  Company, 
Limited,  Bill  [Lords].  Read  the  third 
time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments. 

Didcot,  Newbury,  and  Southampton 
Railway  Bill  [Lords].  As  amended,  con- 
sidered ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  Bill 
[Lords].  As  amended,  considered; 
Amendments  made ;  Bill  to  be  read  the 
third  time. 


Gosport  and  Fareham  Tramways  Bill 
Lords];  Manchester  Corporation  Bill 
Lords];  South  Eastern  and  London, 
fchatham  and  Dover  Railways  Bill 
[Lords].  Read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted. 


B 


Castleblaney,  Ready,  and  Armagh 
Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill. 
Ordered,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Castle- 
blaney, Ready,  and  Armagh  Railway 
(Extension  of  Time)  Bill,  Standing  Orders 
84,  214,  215,  and  239  be  suspended,  and 
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that  the  Bill  be  now  taken  into  considera- 
tion provided  amended  prints  shall  have 
been  previously  deposited. — (Mr.  Cald- 
tveU.) 

Bill,  as  amended,  considered  accord- 
ingly. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  Nos, 
223  and  243  be  suspended,  and  that 
the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. 
— (Mr.  Caldwell) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Aston  Manor  Improvement  Bill  [Lords] 

iby  Order].     Verbal  Amendments  made ; 
Mil  read  the  thiitl  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 

Hastings  Harbour  District  Railway 
Bill  [Lords]  [by  Order],  Read  a  second 
time,  and  committed. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Order 
(No.  16)  Bill.  Lords  Amendments  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No. 
2)  Bill  [IiOrds].  Read  a  second  time, 
and  committed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
PvThat  they  have  agreed  to — Pier  and 
Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill, 
without  Amendment. 

Metropolitan  District  Railway  (Various 
Powers)  Bill ;  Great  Northern  Railway 
Bill ;  Midland  and  Belfast  and  Northern 
Counties  Bailways  Bill,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

Amendments  to  Hexham  Gas  Bill 
[Lords],  without  Amendment. 


PETITIONS. 


CHURCH  DISCIPLINE  BILL. 

Petition  from  Haggerston,  against ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

GARRARD,  CHARLES  EAGLE. 
Petition  of  Charles  Eagle  Garrard,  for 
inquiry  into  his  case;  to  lie  upon   the 
Table. 

LICENCES  RENEWAL  AND  TRANSFER 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Little  Hulton,  against ; 
to  He  upon  the  Table. 


LICENCES  RENEWAL  AND  TRANSFER 
BILL  AND  LICENSING  LAW  (COM- 
PENSATION FOR  NON-RENEWAL) 
BILL. 

Two    Petitions   from   South   Shields, 
against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  LAW  (COMPENSATION  FOR 
NON-RENEWAL)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Little  Hulton,  against ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

Petition  from   Edinburgh,   for  altera- 
tion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


PATRIOTIC  FUND. 
Copy  presented,  of  Forty-first  Report 
of    the    Royal   Commissioners    of    the 
Patriotic   Fund  [by  Command] ;   to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

ARMY  (STATEMENT  OF  EXCESSES) 
1901-2. 

Copy  presented,  of  Statement  of  the 
Sum  required  to  be  voted  in  order  to 
make  good  Excesses  of  Army  Expendi- 
ture beyond  the  Grants  for  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1902  [by  Command]  ; 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supply, 
and  to  be  printed.     [No.  255.] 

EAST  INDIA  (ACCOUNTS  AND  ESTI- 
MATES,  1903-4). 

Copy  presented, of  Explanatory  Memor- 
andum by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


" Hyacinth "  and  "Minerva"— Repairs 
and  Trials. 

Colonel  DENNY  (Kilmarnock 
Burghs):  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  what  amount  of  time  ha*  been 
incurred  in  overhauls  on  the  "Hyacinth" 
and  "  Minerva "  respectively  since  the 
date  of  handing  over  of  former  by 
builders;  how  much  of  the  time  spent 
in  these  overhauls  has  been  expended 
during  the  financial  year  ending 
31st  March,  1903  ;  and  what  has  been 
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the  mileage  run  on  trials  and  com- 
missions respectively  by  these  ships 
since  date  of  intimation  to  Boiler  Com- 
mittee that  these  vessels  were  ready  for 
comparative  trials.       t  > 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Arnold-Forster.)  I 
am  afraid  I  must  ask  my  hon.  friend  to 
defer  this  Question  for  a  few  days 
longer.  It  is  hoped  that  the  informa- 
tion will  be  available  by  the  beginning 
of  next  week,  and  I  shall  then  be  glad 
to  give  hirn  a  reply. 


Workmen's  Dwellings— Persons  Dishoused 
by  Ground  Landlords. 

Mb.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick)  : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  he  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  extending 
to  ground  landlords  who  dishouse  workers 
and  refuse  to  grant  sites  for  workers' 
dwellings  the  arrangement  compelling 
railway  companies  to  provide  dwellings 
for  workers  who  are  dishoused  owing  to 
improvements  or  extensions. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Walter  Long.)  A 
railway  company  who  acquire  houses 
occupied  by  persons  of  the  labouring 
class  are  only  required  to  make  provision 
of  the  kind  referred  to  in  the  Question 
where  the  houses  are  acquired  in  the 
exercise  of  Parliamentary  powers  con- 
ferred on  them.  The  requirement  is 
regarded  as  part  of  the  Pailiaraentary 
bargain  under  which  the  power  to 
acquire  the  houses  is  given.  The  case 
of  the  ground  landlord  does  not  appear 
to  be  analogous,  and  I  am  not  prepared 
to  propose  the  alteration  in  the  law 
suggested. 


Income  Tax  Returns. 

Me.  TANKERVILLE  OHAMBER- 
LAYNE  (Southampton):  To  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
he  is  aware  that  forms  are  being  issued 
by  the  Inland  Revenue  Office  to  land- 
owners and  others  requiring  them  to 
state  what  their  incomes  from  all  sources 
amount  to ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  say 
whether  it  is  compulsory  for  them  to 
make  this  Return ;  and  whether  he  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  dispensing 
with  this   Return  in  the  case  of  land- 
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owners   whose  tenants  pay  the  income 
tax  and  deduct  it  from  their  rent. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Ritchie.)  The  forms 
of  Return  issued  to  landowners  for  the 
purpose  of  the  quinquennial  re-assess- 
ment of  land  and  houses  contain  a  form 
of  claim  for  exemption  or  abatement  of 
income  tax,  whereon  any  intending 
claimant  is  required  to  state  the  amount 
of  his  income  from  all  sources,  and  it  is 
to  this,  presumably,  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber refers.  There  is,  however,  no  obli- 
gation to  fill  up  this  form,  which  is 
added  merely  in  order  to  enable  any 
person  entitled  to  exemption  or  abate- 
ment to  prefer  his  claim  at  the  same 
time  that  he  returns  the  particulars  of 
the  lands  or  houses  in  his  occupation. 


Public  Holidays— Allowances  to  Officials 
on  Piece-work. 

Sib  ANDREW  AGNEW  (Edinburgh, 
S.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  it  is  the  practice  when  Govern- 
ment offices  are  closed  on  occasions  of 
public  rejoicing,  and  the  salaried  clerks 
allowed  a  holiday  on  full  pay,  for  an 
allowance  to  be  made  to  the  engrossing 
clerks  and  others  who  are  paid  for  their 
work  by  results;  and,  if  not,  whether 
he  will  consider  if  such  allowance  can 
be  made  in  future,  so  that  such  clerks 
shall  not  be  losers  through  being  forced 
to  take  a  holiday. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Elliot.)  In 
special  recognition  of  the  Coronation 
holidays  of  last  year,  an  allowance  was 
made  to  engrossing  clerks  paid  by  piece- 
work in  various  public  Departments. 
It  is  not,  however,  the  rule  that  clerks 
employed  on  piece-work  which  does  not 
occupy  them  throughout  the  year  shall 
receive  payment  in  respect  of  any  par- 
ticular day  on  which  no  work  is  done. 


Value  of  Iron  and  Steel  Exports. 

Mb.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (Yorkshire, 
Cleveland) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  what  is  the  weight  and 
value  of  manufactured  and  partly  manu- 
factured steel  and  iron,  and  of  pig  iron 
exported  from  the  United  Kingdom  from 
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1st  January  to  30th  June  this  year  and 
in  the  four  previous  half  years. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  The 
following  are  the  figures  required  by  the 
hon.  Member: — 

Iron  and  steel  and  manufactures  there- 
of (including  pig  iron)  of  British  produce 
exported  from  the  United  Kingdom  in  : — 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Six  months  ending — 

Tons. 

£ 

June,  1901     - 

1,404,000 

12,617,000 

December,  1901      - 

1,494,000 

12,666,000 

June,  1902    - 

1,517,000 

13,351,000 

December,  1902     • 

2,063,000 

15,871,000 

June,  1903    - 

1,874,000 

15,590,000 

The  corresponding  figures  for  pig  iron 

alone  are :  — 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Six  months  ending — 

Tons. 

£ 

June,  1901     - 

447,000 

1,408,000 

December,  1901     - 

392,000 

1,222,000 

June,  1902    - 

378,000 

1,181,000 

December,  1902    - 

725,000 

2,389,000 

June,  1903    - 

595,000 

1,928,000 

Value  of  Imports  into  British  Colonies 
and  Possessions  from  Foreign  Countries. 

Mr.  PARTINGTON  (Derbyshire, 
High  Peak) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  with  reference  to  the 
Return  [C.  1638],  stating  the  value 
of  the  trade  of  the  various  British 
colonies  and  possessions  with  the  United 
Kingdom,  other  British  possessions,  and 
foreign  countries  during  the  year  1901, 
can  he  state  the  value  of  manufactured 
goods,  raw  material,  and  food  stuffs  re- 
spectively, imported  into  our  colonies  and 
possessions  from  foreign  countries  during 
that  year. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  This 
information  cannot  be  given  without 
notice. 

Imports  of  Wheat  from  and  Exports  of 

Manufactures  to  the  Colonies  from 

1832  to  1845. 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS  (Merthyr 
Tydvil):  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  if  he  can  state  the 
extent  of  the  preference  given  to  colonial 
over  foreign  wheat  in  the  Customs 
tariffs  of  this  country  from  1832  to 
1845  ;  and  whether  he  has  any  official 
information  showing  how  far  the  in- 
crease in  the  centesimal  proportion  of 
the   declared   value    of    British   manu- 


factures exported  to  our  colonies,  from 
27*82  in  1832  to  28  04  in  1845,  was  a 
consequence  of  the  preference  shown  by 
the  mother  country;  and  if  he  can  state 
the  percentage  increase  or  decrease  in 
the  exports  to  the  colonies  of  our  total 
exports  since  the  abandonment  of  any 
preferential  Customs  treatment. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  The 
information  asked  for  in  the  first  and 
last  parts  of  this  Question  cannot  be 
supplied  without  notice.  The  answer 
to  the  second  part  is  in  the  negative. 

Value  of  Coal  Exports. 

Mr.  MANSFIELD  (Lincolnshire, 
Spalding) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  will  he  state  the  total 
value  of  coal  exported  from  this  country 
during  1902,  and  state  approximately 
how  much  of  that  amount  re  presents- 
labour  and  carriage,  and  how  much 
represents  the  value  of  the  coal  in  the 
pit. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  The 
value  of  coal  exported  from  the  United 
Kingdom  in  1902  was  £26,307,351, 
exclusive  of  bunker  coal.  The  last  part 
of  the  Question  is  of  a  speculative 
character,  and  cannot  be  answered  from, 
official  statistics. 

Beaumaris  County  School— Financial 
Difficulties. 

Mr.  ELLIS  GRIFFITH  (Anglesey)  r 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Education  whether,  in  view  of  the  financial 
difficulties  experienced  by  the  Governors 
of  the  Beaumaris  County  School,  owing 
to  inadequate  provisions  in  the  Anglesey 
county  scheme  under  The  Welsh  Inter- 
mediate Education  Act,  1889,  the  Board 
of  Education  intend  to  take  steps  to 
remedy  the  defect,  either  by  mean* 
of  the  powers  conferred  upon  them  by 
the  Education  Act,  1902,  or  by  some 
other  method. 

(Answered  by  Sir  William  Anson.)  The 
Board  have  given  the  most  careful  con- 
sideration to  the  financial  condition  of 
this  school,  and  have  reluctantly  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  case  cannot  be 
satisfactorily  dealt  with  until  Part  II.  of 
the  Education  Act  of  last  year  has  come 
into  force  in  Anglesey. 
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Reductions  in  the  Basket  Shop  Staff  at 
Mount  Pleasant  Factory. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newinffton,  W.) : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  if  he  will 
state  what  is  the  reason  for  the  recent 
discharges  at  the  basket  shop  at  the 
Mount  Pleasant  Factory  ;  and  if  it  is  the 
intention  in  future  to  have  the  baskets 
repaired  by  private  firms  instead  of 
employing  the  men  direct,  as  at  present. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
It  nas  recently  been  decided  to  do  more 
of  the  repairing  of  parcel  baskets  by  con- 
tract at  local  centres,  and  this  change 
has  involved  a  reduction  in  the  number 
of  repairers  employed  at  the  Mount 
Pleasant  Factory. 

Sale  of  Fewston  (Yorkshire)  Glebe  Lands. 
Mr.  DUNCAN  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Otley) :  To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Huntingdonshire,  as  representing  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  if 
the  approval  of  the  Land  Commissioners 
has  been  given,  or  will  be  given,  to  the  sale 
of  the  Fewston,  Yorkshire,  Glebe  Lands ; 
if  Section  1  of  Clause  8  of  The  Glebe 
Lands  Act,  1888,  has  been  complied  with  ; 
what  steps  were  taken  to  inquire  if  the 
sanitary  authority  for  the  district  desired 
a  portion  to  be  set  apart  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Allotments  Act ;  and  what  evi- 
dence was  taken  to  discover  if  the  price 
for  the  glebe  land  would  be  injuriously 
affected  by  its  division. 

(Anmered  by  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellows.) 
We  were  satisfied,  after  inquiry,  that  the 
proposed  sale  of  glebe  land  would  be  for 
the  permanent  benefit  of  the  benefice  of 
Fewston,  and  the  formal  approval  of  the 
Board  to  the  sale  is  therefore  about  to  be 
given.  The  requirements  of  Section  8 
(1)  of  The  Glebe  Lands  Act,  1888,  have 
been  satisfied.  The  Board  ascertained 
by  direct  inquiry  of  the  sanitary  authority 
that  no  portion  of  the  land  was  required 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Allotments  Acts, 
and  they  also  ascertained  by  special 
inquiry  in  the  parish  that  there  was  no 
demand  for  the  glebe  in  small  parcels  by 
cottagers,  labourers,  and  others. 

Increase  in  the  Number  of  Metropolitan 
Magistrates. 

Mr.  H.  D.  GREENE  (Shrewsbury): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether,  in  view  of 
tho  representations  of   magistrates  and 


Reports  of  Departmental  Committees 
extending  back  for  many  years  as  to  the 
necessity  for  increasing  the  number  of 
metropolitan  magistrates,  His  Majesty's 
Government  intend  to  take  steps  to 
enable  additional  appointments  to  be 
made. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers 
Douglas.)  This  question  has  been,  as  the 
hon.  Member  indicates,  the  subject  of 
several  representations  and  has  engaged 
the  attention  of  successive  Secretaries  of 
State.  It  is  true  that  difficulties  occa- 
sionally arise  with  the  present  number  of 
magistrates,  especially  when  one  of  tho 
magistrates  attached  to  a  Police  Court  is 
absent  on  leave  and  the  other  is  unable, 
e.g.,  by  reason  of  sudden  illness,  to 
attend ;  but  in  view  of  the  normal 
amount  of  work  in  the  Courts  my  pre- 
decessors have  felt  great  difficulty  in 
pressing  on  the  Treasury  the  appoint- 
ment of  additional  magistrates.  I  do 
not,  however,  think  that  the  matter  has 
been  considered  as  finally  settled,  and  it 
shall  have  my  consideration. 

Irish  Firms  and  the  King's  Visit. 
Mb.  FIELD:  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  will  explain  why  the  Irish* 
Local  Government  Board  did  not  afford- 
to  Irish  firms  the  opportunity  of  tender- 
ing for  the  work  at  Dublin  Castle 
arising  from  the  King's  visit,  and  why 
workmen  and  materials  were  imported  ; 
and  whether  he  can  state  the  amount 
of  money  to  be  so  expended. 

\>  (Answered  by  Mr.  Elliot.)  The  erec- 
tion of  a  temporary  building  at  Dublin 
Castle  was  entrusted  to  a  London  firm, 
for  reasons  of  urgency,  as  constant 
reference  has  to  be  made  to  the  authori- 
ties at  Buckingham  Palace.  The  whole 
of  the  timber  required  for  the  building 
is  supplied  by  a  Dublin  firm,  and  many 
Irish  workmen  are  employed.  Where 
reasons  of  urgency  do  not  apply,  the 
work  in  connection  with  the  King's 
visit  has  been  given  to  Irish  contractors. 
I  am  unable  to  say  the  exact  sum  which, 
will  be  so  expended. 

Return  of  Ranges  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
Mr.  COURTENAY  WARNER  (Staf- 
fordshire, Lichfield) :  To  ask  theSecretaiy 
of  State  for  War  if  he  will  give  a  Return  of: 
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the  number  of  ranges  in  the  United  King- 
dom, giving  the  situation,  range,  and 
number  of  available  targets  for  each 
range ;  also  the  number  of  Government 
ranges  that  have  been  closed  during  the 
last  year,  and  the  number  that  have 
been  opened;  also  the  number  and 
description  of  ranges  being  constructed. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretory  Brodrick.) 
The  Return  will  be  given  if  the  hon. 
Member  will  move  for  it. 

"Pass  School"   Certificates  for  Militia 
and  Volunteer  Officers. 

Mr.  PARTINGTON:  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  it  is 
possible  for  Militia  and  Volunteer  officers 
to  get  pass  school  certificates  without 
going  through  the  course  at  a  London 
barracks. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
Militia  and  Volunteer  officers  can  obtain 
a  pass  school  certificate  at  schools  other 
than  that  at  Chelsea  Barracks.  There 
are  schools  for  Infantry  officers  at 
Glasgow  and  Edinburgh,  and  others 
will  be  formed  as  required.  Artillery 
officers  can  obtain  certificates  at  the 
: schools  of  instruction  at  Leith,  Golden 
Hill,  Sheerne8s,  and  Plymouth,  and 
Engineers  at  the  School  of  Military 
Engineering,  Chatham. 

Canadian  Government  Railways— British 
and  Foreign  Tenders  for  Locomotives. 


informed  that  the  preference  given  to 
the  British  firm  amounts  in  the  case  of 
each  locomotive  to  fully  £500. 

QUESTIONS  IN   THE  HOUSE. 


South  African  War  Medals. 
Major  SEELY  (Isle  of  Wight) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether,  seeing  that  large  numbers  of 
men  in  the  Army  or  recently  dischargt  d 
have  not  yet  received  South  African 
war  medals  to  which  they  are  entitled, 
he  will  say  whether  this  delay  is  caused 
by  undue  centralisation  at  Woolwich ; 
and,  if  s-\  whether  he  will  consider  the 
desirability  of  despatching  the  medals  to 
officers  commanding  units,  making  them 
responsible  for  the  engraving  and  dis- 
tribution of  the  medals. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETAKY  to 
the   WAR  OFFICE    (Lord    Stanley, 
Lancashire,  Westhoughton) :  As  I  have 
already  explained  to  the  House,  consider- 
able time   is  required  for  checking  the 
rolls    which   in   many    cases  were    not 
correct.    Up  to  the  30th  June   390,261 
I  medals    and    982,070   clasps    had  been 
i  issued      Commanding  officers  are  now 
I  responsible  for  the  distribution,    but  to 
!  make  them  responsible  for  the  engraving 
would  hardly  appear  expeditious.     The 
|  greatest  possible  efforts  have  been  made 
I  to  expedite  production  both  at  the  Mint 
and  Woolwich. 


Mr.  LEVY  (Leicestershire,  Lough- 
borough) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether,  in  view 
of  the  contract  for  locomotives  recently 
given  by  Canada  to  a  Glasgow  firm,  he 
will  inquire  from  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment and  inform  the  House  the  differ- 
ence in  price  between  the  accepted 
tender  and  the  lowest  tender  of  a  foreign 
firm,  and  state  the  percentage  of  pre- 1 
ference  given  by  the  tariff  to  the 
•  Glasgow  firm  as  against  the  lowest 
tender  from  a  foreign  nation.     %  I 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Chamberlain.) 
The  locomotives  were  bought  by  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  not  by  the 
-Canadian  Government,  and  it  would  be 
unusual  to  ask  them  to  disclose  either 
the  amount  of  the  successful  tender  or 
that  of  the  lowest  foreign  tender.     I  am 


Damaged  Tinned  Rations. 
Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland):  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if,  in  view  of 
the  Report  with  reference  to  damaged 
tinned  meats,  he  will  ascertain  whether 
such  damage  has  been  caused  by  bad 
meat  being  tinned,  defective  tinning,  or 
inferior  tin,  and  also  state  the  amount 
of  tinned  meat  that  is  held  by  the  War 
Office  in  stock;  and  whether  periodical 
examinations  will  be  ordered  in  the 
future. 

♦Lord  STANLEY:  There  is  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  the  damage  was  due  to 
bad  meat  being  tinned,  defective  tinning, 
or  inferior  tin,  but  inquiries  are  being 
made  on  the  two  latter  points.  The 
analyses  made  at  home  by  the  Govern- 
ment   Analyst,      Somerset    House,     of 
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samples  of  the  rations  before  they  left 
England  were  all  satisfactory.  The 
stock  of  preserved  meat  maintained  is 
2,000,000  lbs.  It  is  examined  periodic- 
ally according  to  the  regulations. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  WARNER  (Staf- 
fordshire, Lichfield)  :  How  often  does 
'  periodically"  mean — once  a  month  or 
once  a  year  1 

♦  Lord  STANLEY  :  I  do  not  remember 
exactly,  but  I  should  imagine  certainly 
once  a  year.  Of  course,  onlj  a  per- 
centage is  taken. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.) :  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  an  inquiry  is 
taking  place  in  reference  to  the  damaged 
stores  in  South  Africa  which  had  to  be 
destroyed  1 

♦Lord  STANLEY:  Certainly. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  And,  in 
view  of  the  enormous  quantity  of  rations 
that  had  to  be  destroyed,  will  steps  be 
taken  not  to  employ  the  same  contractors 
again  1 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  That  is  the  subject 
of  another  Question. 

Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  (Merthyr  Tyd- 
vil) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  proposes  acting 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Report 
of  the  Board  of  Officers,  which  inquired 
into  the  destruction  of  meat  and  vege- 
table rations  at  Pretoria,  and  recover  from 
the  contractors  the  cost  of  the  rations 
destroyed  ;  which  of  the  firms  named,  if 
any,  of  those  who  supplied  these  rations 
are  to  be  struck  oft*  the  War  Office  list ; 
and  whether  rations  supplied  during  the 
war  by  any  of  the  firms  named  in  the 
Report  were  condemned ;  and,  if  so, 
were  the  rations  so  condemned  destroyed 
or  returned  to  the  contractor. 

♦Lord  STANLEY  :  Until  the  full  lia- 
bility of  the  contractors  is  ascertained 
from  South  Africa  it  will  not  be  possible 
to  consider  the  question  of  recovery  of 
cost.  Very  few  complaints  have  been 
received  as  regards  the  various  brands  of 
meat  and  vegetable  rations  ;  it  is  under- 
stood that  they  gave  general  satisfaction. 
Contractors,  when   responsible   for  con- 


demned rations,  have  to  make  good  the 
loss  either  in  money  or  in  kind. 

Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  :  Were  any  of 
the  rations  returned  to  the  contractors  ? 

♦Lord  STANLEY:  No,  they  were 
destroyed. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  Who  is 
responsible  for  passing  these  contracts, 
and  what  action  are  the  Government 
going  to  take  1 

♦Lord  STANLEY:  We  are  making 
further  inquiries  before  we  take  any 
further  action.  With  regard  to  who  the 
contractors  were  and  what  proportion  of 
what  each  contractor  supplied  was  ex- 
amined, I  hope  the  House  will  excuse 
me  at  the  present  moment  from  saying 
what  our  course  of  action  will  be ;  but  if 
we  find  that  the  contractors  are  liable 
the  House  may  rest  assured  that  we 
shall  act  fully  up  to  our  contract. 

Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE:  Will  fuller 
information  be  in  the  hands  of  Members 
by  Thursday  when  the  War  Office  Vote 
comes  on  for  discussion  ? 

♦Lord  STANLEY:  I  hope  so.  We 
cabled  for  particulars  on  Thursday  or 
Friday  in  last  week. 

Mr.  DILLON:  The   noble  Lord  ha* 
not   stated  whether   he   will  also  give 
information  as  to  who  were  the  respon 
sible  advisers  of  the  War  Office  in  accept- 
ing these  rations  ? 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Employment  of  Retired  Officers. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Canter- 
bury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that 
every  officer  on  retired  pay  from  the 
British  Army  has  to  make  a  declaration, 
before  receiving  his  allowance,  that 
during  the  previous  quarter  he  has  not 
held  any  place  of  employment  or  profit, 
civil  or  military,  in  the  British  colonies 
or  possessions  beyond  the  seas ;  and 
whether,  seeing  that  officers  who  have 
been  retired  from  the  British  Army  and 
given  their  services  to  a  colony  enjoying 
responsible  Government  thereby  do  not 
i  in  any  way  injure  or  impair  the  efficiency- 
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-of  the  British  Army  or  involve  any 
charge  upon  the  taxpayer,  and  that 
retired  officers  are  allowed  to  become 
company  directors,  and  that  in  two 
cases  the  colonies  have  been  deprived 
of  the  services  of  matured  Army  officers, 
who  would  have  been  punished  by  being 
deprived  of  their  half  pay  or  pensions  if 
they  had  taken  service  under  the 
Australian  Government,  he  will  state 
the  date  of  the  Order  referred  to,  and 
whether  it  was  based  on  the  Report  of  a 
Commission ;  and  whether  he  can  see 
his  way  to  abolish  the  Order. 

Lord  STANLEY :  The  answer  to  the 
first  sentence  of  the  Question  is  "Yes." 
As  regards  the  second  the  regulation  is 
based  on  the  military  ground  that  the 
colonies  would,  as  a  rule,  obtain  better 
military  service  from  officers  on  the 
active  list,  and  that  retired  pay  should 
not  be  drawn  concurrently  with  full  pay. 
The  rule  dates  from  the  16th  September, 
1887 ;  it  was  not  based  on  the  Report  of 
a  Commission.  Officers  on  retired  pay 
are  bound  to  serve  again  up  to  the  age  of 
fifty  if  retired  as  lieutenant  or  captain; 
fifty-five  if  retired  in  other  ranks  below 
that  of  general  officer,  and  sixty-seven  if 
retired  as  general  officer,  if  called  upon, 
and  it  would  seem  inequitable  that 
retired  officers  employed  by  a  colony 
should  be  treated  more  favourably  than 
those  employed  under  the  Imperial 
•Government. 

Quick  Firing  Gun  Trials. 

MAJOR  SEELY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  a 
pattern  of  quick-firing  gun,  for  issue  to 
the  Royal  Horse  and  Field  Artillery,  has 
been  decided  upon  ;  and,  if  so,  when  the 
manufacture  of  the  guns  will  be  com- 
menced and  when  they  will  be  issued. 

Lord  STANLEY :  Trials  of  Horse  and 
Field  Artillery  Guns  are  being  carried 
out  but  a  final  decision  has  not  been 
arrived  at. 

Fiji. 

MR.  CATHCART  WASON  :    I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
if,     in    view    of  the    allegations    made 
jigainst    the  administration    in  Fiji,   he  j 
will  appoint  an  independent  Commission 


to  report  on  the  same,  or  refer  the  said 
allegations  to  a  Committee  of  this  House. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for  the 
COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Bir- 
mingham, W.) :  No,  Sir.  The  recently 
appointed  Governor  is  fully  competent 
to  conduct  the  inquiry,  upon  which  he 
is  actively  engaged. 

Egyptian  Finance. 

Mr.  BRYNMOR  JONES  (Swansea 
District) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  any,  and,  if  so, 
what  steps  have  been  taken  or  are  pro- 
I  posed  to  be  taken  to  remove  the 
financial  difficulties  imposed  upon  Egypt 
by  the  Laws  of  Liquidation  referred  to 
by  Lord  Cromer  in  several  of  his  annual 
reports. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Lord  Cran- 
borne,  Rochester) :  The  present  arrange- 
ments must  in  any  case  remain  in  force 
till  1905.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  not  press  me  to  make 
any  statement  on  this  subject  at  present. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
Why  must  it  remain  in  force  ? 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  Because  it  is 
the  law. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  It  is  not  a 
matter  of  Convention  then  ?  Is  it  the 
law  of  England  ? 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  I  must  ask  for 
notice. 

Egyptian  Judicial  System. 

Mr.  BRYNMOR  JONES  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  he  is  aware  that  incon- 
venience, delay,  and  undue  expense  are 
caused  in  regard  to  the  administration  of 
justice  in  Egypt  by  the  existence  of 
I  divers  jurisdictions;  and  whether  any 
steps  are  being  taken  to  simplify  and 
unify  the  judicial  system  of  Egypt ;  and, 
if  not,  will  he  state  whether  he  will 
take  any  action  in  that  direction. 

Lord  CRANBORNE  :  The  system  of 
.mixed  tribunals  in   Egypt  is   an    Inter- 
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national  arrangement,  and  the  consent  of 
the  Powers  would  be  necessary  before 
any  change  could  be  introduced.  His 
Majesty's  Government  are  not  prepared 
at  this  moment  to  take  any  initiative  in 
the  direction  indicated. 

The  Assouan  Dam. 

Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  if  he  will  state  the 
increased  area  of  land  which  has  been 
brought  into  cultivation  by  means  of  the 
Assouan  Dam;  and  whether  it  is  pro- 
posed to  make  any  alteration  in  the  dam 
or  reservoir  such  as  will  admit  of  a  greater 
storage  of  water. 

Lord  CRANBORNE :  As  the  Assouan 
Dam  was  only  opened  at  the  end  of  last 
year  any  attempt  to  obtain  statistics  as  to 
the  increased  area  of  land  under  culti- 
vation would  at  present  be  premature 
^nd  none  have  yet  been  received.  1 1 
understand  that  it  is  not  proposed  at 
present  to  make  any  alterations  in  the  I 
dam. 

Provision  for  the  Destitute  in  Egypt. 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if  he 
will  state  what  provision  is  made  by  the 
Oovernment  in  Egypt  for  the  housing 
and  care  of  orphan  children  and  destitute 
poor. 

Lord  CRANBORNE :  His  Majesty's 
•Government  have  not  received  any  definite 
information,  but  Lord  Cromer  will  be 
.asked  to  report  on  the  subject. 

Anglo-Egyptian  Convention. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  assent  of 
Turkey,  the  Suzerain  Power  of  Egypt, 
was  not  obtained  to  the  Anglo-Egyptian 
Convention  of  19th  January,  1899, 
relative  to  the  Soudan,  and  that  by 
virtue  of  Lord  Granville's  despatch 
of  3rd  January,  1884,  the  Egyptian 
Government  could  not  withhold  its 
assent,  will  he  6ay  whether  the  Convene 
tion  is  valid. 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  The  answer  is 
in  the  affirmative. 
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Corn  Prices  Return. 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Elland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he  will 
grant  the  Return  of  Corn  Prices,  notice 
of  which  stands  on  to-day's  Paper. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
of  TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour, 
Leeds,  Gentral) :  I  regret  that  I  cannot 
grant  this  Return.  The  matter  has 
been  carefully  considered  in  consultation 
with  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  it  is 
found  that  part  of  the  information 
desired  cannot  be  supplied,  and  that  the 
compilation  of  the  remainder  would 
involve  great  labour  without  yielding  a 
satisfactory    result. 

Appended  is  the  Return  referred  to  : — 

Return  of  (1)  the  average  monthly 
price  for  each  month  of  the  years  1875 
to  1903  of  wheat,  maize,  barley,  oats, 
and  rye,  at  the  following  producing 
places,  specifying  in  the  case  of  wheat 
the  accompanying  standards :  New  York, 
No.  2  red  winter  wheat ;  Chicago,  No.  2 
red  winter  wheat ;  Montreal,  No.  1  hard 
Manitoban  wheat ;  Buenos  Ay  res,  Stan- 
dard Plate  wheat;  Bombay, No.  1  Bombay 
wheat ;  Calcutta,  No.  2  Club  Calcutta ; 
and  at  the  following  consuming  places, 
specifying  the  above  standards  in  the 
case  of  wheat :  Liverpool,  London,  Hull, 
Havre,  Marseilles,  Paris,  Hamburg, 
Berlin,  Barcelona,  Madrid,  Amsterdam, 
and  Antwerp ;  the  prices  to  be  calculated 
per  112  lbs.  English,  and  to  be  the 
market  price,  and  not  the  official  values ; 
,  the  taxed  and  untaxed  returns  to  be 
given  at  ports  where  both  are  mentioned ; 
!  and  (2)  the  tariff  in  operation  at  each 
I  period  in  each  place. 

Post  Office  and  Trustee  Savings  Bank. 
Mr.  LUNDON  (Limerick,  E.):  On 
behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  St. 
Patrick  Division  of  Dublin  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
he  will  state  the  present  number  of 
post  office  savings  banks  and  also  the 
present  number  of  savings  bank  de- 
positors in  England  and  Ireland  respec- 
tively, the  present  number  of  trustee 
savings  banks  and  also  the  present 
number  of  trustee  savings  bank  de- 
positors in  England  and  Ireland  respec- 
I  tively     and    whether    greater    facilities 
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exist   in   England  than  in  Ireland  for  | 
trustee  savings  bank  depositors. 


The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Elliot,  Durham) : 
The  number  of  post  offices  at  which 
savings  bank  business  is  transacted  is  in 
Englandand  Wales,  11,626,  with  8,469,000  | 
depositors,  in  Ireland,  1,269,  with  433,000  j 
depositors.  The  number  of  trustee 
savings  banks  is  in  England  and  Wales, 
157,  with  1,076,000  depositors,  in 
Ireland,  13,  with  52,000  depositors. 
The  Statute  Law  is  the  same  for  all 
trustee  savings  banks,  whether  in  Eng- 
land or  in  Ireland ;  and  if  there  are 
greater  facilities  in  England  than  in  I 
Ireland  for  the  more  frequent  deposit  or 
withdrawal  of  money,  this  is  due  to  the 
arrangements  made  by  the  banks  them- 
selves. 


Religious  Instruction  in  Elementary 
Schools. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  (Camberwell,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Board 
of  Education  whether  it  would  be  com- 
petent, in  connection  with  the  new 
model  by-laws  affecting  attendance  at 
religious  instruction  in  the  elementary 
schools,  for  local  authorities  to  enact 
that  religious  instruction  shall  be  given 
at  the  close  of  a  school  session ;  and 
whether  such  a  course  would  be  com- 
petent both  in  respect  of  non-provided 
schools  as  well  as  provided  schools. 


The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY to  the  BOARD  of  EDUCATION 
(Sir  William  Anson,  Oxford  Uni- 
versity) :  The  time  or  times  at  which 
religious  or  other  instruction  should  be 
given  in  a  school  should  be  regulated  in  I 
the  time  table.  The  power  to  make 
by-laws  is  limited  to  the  purposes  speci- 1 
fiedin  Section  74  of  the  Act  of  1870. 
The  time  or  times  for  religious  instruc- 
tion are  prescribed  in  Section  7  (2)  of 
that  Act ;  and  under  Section  7  (1)  (a)  of 
the  Act  of  last  year  the  directions  as  to 
secular  instruction  which  may  be  given 
by  a  local  authority  to  the  managers  of 
a  voluntary  school  must  not  be  such  as 
to  interfere  with  reasonable  facilities  for 
religious  instruction  during  school  hours.  1 
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Dr.  AMBROSE  (Mayo,  W.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
has  received  a  copy  of  the  repoit  of  the 
county  surveyor  for  Mayo  regarding  the 
usefulness  of  certain  piers  and  harbours 
along  the  coast  of  Mayo,  notably  those 
at  Clare  Island,  Louis  burgh,  and  Malla- 
ranny;  and  whether  he  will  see  that 
the  improvements  mentioned  in  the 
report  are  carried  out ;  and  can  he  state 
when  the  proposed  works  at  Innishlyre 
and  Tonragee  will  be  commenced. 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  tor 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.):  My  right  hon.  friend  has 
received  from  the  hon.  Member  a  copy 
of  the  report  in  question. ~"  It  suggests- 
improvements  in  a  number  of  piers  and 
harbours  in  South  Mayo  which  are  the 
property  of  the  County  Council.  It  is 
not  proposed  to  expend  any  of  the  funds 
provided  by  the  Marine  Works  Act  on 
these  works.  It  is  competent  to  the 
County  Council  to  undertake  them  at 
the  expense  of  the  county.  In  reply  tc* 
the  concluding  inquiry  my  right  hon. 
friend  stated  yesterday  t  that  he  is  en- 
gaged in  negotiations  with  the  Midland 
Great  Western  Railway  Company  and 
that  no  conclusion  has  yet  been  arrived 
at. 

Foreign  Trawlers  in  Dingle  Bay. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
whether  any  action  has  been  taken  on 
the  conduct  of  foreign  steam  trawlers  in 
Dingle  Bay  on  the  night  of  15th  June; 
whether,  seeing  that  they  not  only 
fished  within  the  line  but  chased  and 
tried  to  run  down  a  local  sailing  fishing 
smack,  and  that  a  statement  was  made 
to  the  coastguards  giving  the  numbers 
on  the  boats,  steps  will  at  once  be  taken 
to  punish  the  owners  of   these  trawlers. 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  The  occurrences  in 
question  have  been  carefully  investigated 
by  the  new  Department  but  no  evidence 
is  forthcoming  sufficient  to  sustain  a 
prosecution  for  illegal  trawling  within 
the  prohibited  area. 

t  See  page  410. 
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Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL:  Seeing 
that  the  lives  of  fishermen  were  en- 
dangered and  that  the  numbers  on  the 
boats  were  given  cannot  further  inquiry 
be  made? 

Mb.  ATKINSON:  The  matter  has 
been  investigated  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  but  the  evidence  of  the 
fishermen  is  not  sufficiently  definite. 

MR.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.):  Is  the 
Tight  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  for 
years,  along  the  west  coast  of  Kerry 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order. 

Mr.  FLAVIN :  Then  arising  out  of 
the  Question— 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  That  does  not  make 
it  any  better. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  :  I  want  to  know  what 
steps  the  Government  are  going  to 
take  to  protect  the  fishermen  on  the 
west  coast?  Cannot  they  spare  a 
gunboat,? 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Member 
can  bring  that  matter  up  on  the 
Estimates. 

Portarlington  Post  Office— Case  of  Maria 
Blanc. 

Mr.  DELANY  (Queen's  Go.,  Ossory) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Miss  Maria 
Blanc,  assistant  in  Portarlington  Post 
Office  for  the  past  twenty-eight  and  a 
half  years,  has  been  called  upon  to  retire 
without  gratuity  or  pension ;  and,  if  so, 
whether,  in  view  of  her  long  service 
and  conduct,  he  will  state  upon  what 
grounds  this  official  has  been  retired, 
and  why  she  has  been  refused  either 
pension  or  gratuity. 

The  POSTMASTER  -GENERAL 
(Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain,  Worcester- 
shire, E.) :  Miss  Blanc's  retirement  was 
carried  out  because  she  was  reported  to 
be  no  longer  capable  of  discharging  her 
duties  efficiently.  The  conditions  of  her 
employment  were  not  such  as  to  render 
her  eligible  for  either  pension  or  gratuity 
on  retirement. 

VOL.  CXXV.       [Fourth  Series.] 


Mr.  DELANY :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  think  it  to  be  in  the  public 
interest  that  an  employee,  after  twenty- 
eight  years  faithful  service,  should  be 
discharged  without  a  pension  ? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  I 
The  award  of  a  pension  or  gratuity  is 
regulated  by  statute,  and  I  have  ano 
power  whatever  to  vary  the  regulations. 


Irish  Post  Office  Savings  Bank. 

Mr.  LUNDON:  On  behalf  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  St.  Patrick 
Division  of  Dublin  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  what 
number  of  savings  bank  depositors  in 
the  United  Kingdom  in  the  year  1902, 
with  Irish,  Scotch,  or  English  deposit 
books,  made  deposits  or  received  with- 
drawals outside  of  Ireland,  Scotland, 
or  England  respectively ;  and  whether  it 
is  more  economical  and  convenient  to 
keep  Irish  Savings  Bank  accounts  in 
London  for  the  convenience  of  such  de- 
positors than  to  give  Ireland  greater 
facilities  for  Post  Office  Savings  Bank 
business  by  having  the  accounts  kept  in 
Dublin. 

Mr.  LUNDON:  I  beg  also  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  the  present  number  of 
officials  employed  on  the  Irish  Savings 
Bank  accounts  in  London  would  be 
sufficient  to  deal  with  such  accounts  if 
they  were  kept  in  Dublin ;  and,  if  so,  in 
what  way  would  it  cost  more  to  deal  with 
Irish  Savings  Bank  accounts  by  a  special 
staff  at  Dublin  if  such  accounts  were 
kept  there  instead  of  in  London. 

Mr.  ELLIOT:  I  will  answer  these 
Questions  at  the  same  time.  I  re- 
gret that  I  am  unable  to  give  the 
figures  asked  for  in  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's first  Question.  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  right  to  diminish  the  facilities 
which  the  depositors  to  whom  he  refers 
now  enjoy,  and  the  transfer  of  the 
accounts  to  Dublin  would  not  afford  any 
increased  facilities  to  Irish  depositors. 
The  answer  to  the  first  part  of  the  hon. 
Member's  other  Question  is  in  the  nega- 
tive. If  the  Irjsh  Savings  Bank  accounts 
were  kept  in  Dublin,  additional  con- 
trolling  force  would   be   necessary,  a 'id 
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extra  staff  would  be  necessary  to  deal 
with  the  extra  work  which  decentralisa- 
tion would  involve. 

Kells  Railway  Station. 

Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
&sk  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  railway 
station  at  Kells,  County  Kerry,  is  incon- 
veniently placed  for  the  needs  of  the 
district ;  and  whether  he  will  make 
representations  to  the  railway  company 
with  a  view  to  having  flag  stations  con- 
structed at  Dooneen  and  Mount  Foley. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  No  com- 
plaints  appear  to  have  been  received  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  with  regard  to  the 
position  of  this  station,  but  a  copy  of 
the  hon.  Member's  Question  has  been 
communicated  to  the  railway  company 
concerned.  The  company  have  replied 
that  the  station  at  Kells  is  riot,  in  their 
opinion,  inconveniently  placed  for  the 
needs  of  the  district,  and  that  there  is  no 
prospect  of  sufficient  traffic  to  justify  the 
creation  of  flag  stations  at  the  places 
mentioned. 

The  Fiscal  Inquiry. 

Mr.  MANSFIELD  (Lincolnshire, 
Spalding) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  if  he  will  give  the  particu- 
lars of  the  inquiry  into  the  fiscal  policy  of 
this  country,  stating  the  various  headings 
under  which  information  is  required,  and 
what  the  Government  wish  to  ascertain 
by  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation. 

The  Hon.  Member  also  had  the 
following  Questions  on  the  Paper  : — 

To  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
if  he  is  prepared  to  consider  the  necessity 
of  instituting  legislation  to  secure  a 
minimum  wage  with  other  matters 
relating  to  the  proposed  changes  in  the 
fiscal  policy  of  the  country. 

To  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
if  he  can  now  state  whether  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  establish 
a  fiscal  union  between  this  country  and 
the  self-governing  colonies;  what  colonies 
would  be  included  within  the  union ;  the 
terms  on  which  they  would  enter  ;  and 
the  method  by  which  the  fiscal  arrange- 
ments of  the  union,  and  of  individual 
countries  within  the  union,  would  be 
controlled.m^s. 


The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  of  the  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  K) :  With  regard 
to  all  these  Questions  I  have  only  a 
negative  answer  to  give. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  I  wish  to 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether, 
considering  that  the  House  has  been 
invited  to  join  in  the  inquiry  which  the 
Government  is  making,  he  does  not  intend 
to  give  the  House  any  information  what- 
ever with  regard  to  the  nature,  method, 
topics,  and  time  when  the  result  of  the 
inquiry  will  be  announced. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  was  not  asked 
that  Question,  but  I  am  perfectly  ready  to 
answer  it.  Of  course,  we  shall  be  ready, 
in  due  time,  to  give  the  House  and  the 
country  all  the  information  at  our 
disposal. 

Mr.  BRYCE:  What  does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  mean  by  "  due  time." 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  must  be  perfectly  aware  that 
to  prepare  tables  of  statistics  is  not  a 
thing  which  can  be  done  in  twenty-four 
hours,  or  even  forty-eight  hours. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  Then  is  there  reason  to 
expect  that  we  shall  have  some  result  of 
the  inquiry  before  the  end  of  the  present 
session  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Oh,  I  should' 
think  that  there  is  reason  to  hope  that. 

Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.) :  Witt 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tell  us  what 
fresh  statistics  are  being  prepared  which 
do  not  exist  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Member  will  have  every  means  of 
gratifying  his  curiosity  when  the  Papers 
are  laid. 

Mn.  CATHCART  WASOX  :  I  beg  to- 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  food  imports  of 
the  country  have  increased  during  the  last 
half-century  from  £35,813,613  to 
£162,776,280,  and  also  that  during  the 
same  time  there  has  been  a  decrease  in  the 
cultivation  of  land,  measures  will  be  taken 
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by  the  Government  to  prohibit  land  from 
being  held  in  extensive  areas  for  pur- 
poses of  amusement. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  no 
opportunity  of  testing  the  accuracy  of  the 
statistics  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 
put  in  his  Question,  but  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  desirable  to  propose  any  legis- 
lation for  restricting  the  area  devoted  to 
public  amusement. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  :   I  do  not  | 
think  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
understood  my  Question.     I  refer  to  land 
held  for  private  amusement. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  know 
what  land  the  hon.  Gentleman  refers  to. 

Mr.  WEIR  :  Deer  forests. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  confess  that 
was  the  first  interpretation  I  put  on  the 
Question,  but  it  occurred  to  me  afterwards 
that  the  two  Gentlemen  who  knew  the 
Highlands  so  well  were  probably  aware 
that  deer  forests  are  not  very  well  suited 
for  growing  wheat. 

Mr.  WEIR:  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  know  that  they  are  suitable 
for  cattle  breeding  and  sheep  ? 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether,  in  view 
of  a  possible  change  in  the  fiscal  policy 
of  the  country,  and  the  consequent 
necessity  for  raising  in  the  United 
Kingdom  as  large  a  food  supply  as 
possible,  will  the  Government  make  such 
arrangements  as  may  be  necessary  to 
enable  the  people  of  the  Highlands  and 
Islands  of  Scotland  to  settle  on  the  lands 
which  have  been  scheduled  in  the  Report 
of  the  Deer  Forests  Commission  as  suitable 
for  occupation  by  the  people. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  As  I  have 
already  indicated  to  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
I  see  no  connection  between  legislation 
for  deer  forests  and  fiscal  reform.  I  have 
already  answered  Questions  several  times 
on  the  subject  of  deer  forests,  and  I  have 
nothing  to  add. 

Mr.    WEIR:    Does    the    right    hon.  I 
Gentleman    not    know    that    they    will 
support  cattle  and  sheep  1 
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An  HON.  MEMBER:  And  men. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  see 
the  relevancy. 

Mr.  BLACK  (Banffshire):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  in  connection  with  the  Colonial 
Secretary's  proposals  for  revision  of  our 
fiscal  system,  the  Cabinet  is  inquiring 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  an 
Imperial  Council  on  which  the  colonies 
as  well  as  the  mother  country  may  be 
represented. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  No,  Sir.  Any 
such  inquiry  is  evidently  extremely  pre- 
mature, and  it  would  be  foolish  to  attempt 
to  ask  for  statistical  information  on  this 
subject  from  any  Government  Depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  BLACK:  Then  do  I  understand 
that  the  Government  contemplate  inter* 
fering  with  the  fiscal  arrangements  of 
the  colonies  without  even  considering 
the  question  of  allowing  them  repre- 
sentation in  the  councils  of  the  mother 
I  country  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  know 

on  what  the    hon.    Member   bases  his 

theory  that  we  are  going  to  interfere 

with    the    fiscal    arrangements    of    the 

|  colonies. 

Mr.  BLACK :  Is  it  not  implied  in  the 
I  proposals  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  Order! 


Housing  of  the  Working  Glasses. 
Dr.  MACNAMARA  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  ne  can  now 
fix  the  date  for  the  introduction  of  the 
Bill  to  deal  with  certain  matters  affecting 
the  housing  of  the  working  classes. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  hope  the  day 
will  be  an  early  one.  I  will  give  the  hon. 
Gentleman  full  notice. 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 
Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection :  That  they  had  dis- 
charged the  following  member  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Law,  and  Courts 
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of  Justice,  and  Legal  Procedure:  Mr. 
Samuel  Roberts;  and  had  appointed  in 
substitution  :  Mr.  Lees  Knowles. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


NEW  BILL 


NAVAL  WORKS  (PORTSMOUTH 
BARRACKS  SITE)  BILL. 

"  For  vesting  in  the  Admiralty  certain 
lands  at  Portsmouth  with  the  church  and 
buildings  thereon  for  the  purpose  of,  or 
in  connection  with,  the  erection  of  barracks 
and  for  other  matters  incidental  thereto," 
presented  by  Mr.  Pretyman  ;  to  be  read 
a  second  time  upon  Wednesday  22nd  July, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  276.] 

LONDON  EDUCATION  BILL. 
As  amended,  considered. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  thought  it 
.well  to  make  a  short  statement  as  to 
several  of  the  proposed  new  clauses.  The 
body  of  the  Bill  applied  the  Act  of  1902 
to  London  and  proposed  to  make  certain 
provisions  as  regarded  the  management 
of  schools  by  the  London  boroughs,  and 
anything  in  the  way  of  Amendment  to, 
or  modification  of,  the  Act  of  1902  as 
applied  to  London  was  put  into  a  schedule. 
The  whole  of  the  new  clauses,  with  the 
exception  of  one  or  two,  which  were  down 
on  the  Paper  would  be  out  of  order  as  new 
clauses  and  should  be  brought  up  as 
Amendments  to  the  schedule,  possibly  in 
a  somewhat  altered  form.  There  were 
some,  however,  to  which  that  remark  did 
not  apply — for  instance,ithe  second,  stand- 
ing in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Camberwell,  which  would  involve 
an  increase  of  rates.  The  same  observa- 
tion applied  to  the  clause  dealing  with 
compensation  to  teachers  of  voluntary 
schools,  and  also  to  the  two  last  clauses  in 
the  names  of  the  hon.  Members  for  Hagger- 
ston  and  West  Islington.  Proposals  in- 
volving rate  expenditure  could  not,  as 
the  hon.  Members  knew,  be  made  on  the 
Report  stage. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  (Camberwell,  N.) : 
When  will  it  be  possible  to  raise  the 
question  embodied  in  the  first  new 
clause,  as  to  the  right  of  the  public  to 
inspect  official  documents  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :  By  moving  an 
Amendment   to  the  schedule.     As   the 


hon.  Member  knows,  in  the  Act  of  1902 
there  is  provision  made  for  keeping 
Minutes,  and  it  would  be  perfectly  in 
order  on  that  to  move  that  they  be 
open  to  inspection. 

Mb.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.):  May 
I  inquire  whether  the  effect  of  your 
ruling  is  that  the  points  embodied  in  the 
new  clauses  will  have  to  be  handed  in 
as  Amendments  to  the  schedule  ? 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  Yes,  but  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  find  that 
many  things  dealt  with  in  the  new 
clauses  are  already  provided  for  in  the 
Act  of  1902. 

Mr.  BRYCE :  Would  it  be  in  order 
for  me  on  that  point  to  address  a  few 
observations  to  the  Government  and  to 
the  House  with  regard  to  the  difficulty, 
owing  to  your  ruling,  of  proceeding  with 
the  Bill  at  this  moment  ? 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  I  think  that  had 
better  be  done  when  the  Amendments 
are  called  on. 

Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.) :  May  I 
call  attention  to  the  new  clause  providing 
that  the  Act  shall  not  apply  to  the 
City  of  London  ?  Is  that  affected  by 
your  ruling  1 

I  MR.  SPEAKER :  I  omitted  to  mention 
that.  It  should  come  on  as  an  Amend- 
ment to  Clause  1. 

Mr.  BRYCE  moved  to  omit  Clause  1 

(Application    of    the    Act    of   1902    to 

London),  to  give   the  House  an  oppor 

tunity    of  repeating    by   a    division    its 

protest  against  the  application  to  London 

of  the  Act  of  1902.     What  had  happened 

since  the  passing  of  that  Act  had  not  in 

j  any    way    diminished,    but   rather     in- 

I  creased,  their  objections  to  it,  and  it  was 

!  their  duty    to    register    their    protest 

I  against  the  application  of  the  principles 

|  of  the  Act  to   London.     He   asked  the 

House  to  re-affirm  its  condemnation   of 

|  the  Bill  of  1902. 

i 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 
"  To  leave  out  Clause  1."—  {Mr.  Bryce.) 
Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  of 

Clause  1,  to  the  word  *  so,'  in  line  6,  stand 

part  of  the  Bill." 
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The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  of  the  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)  said  he 
thought  the  course  pursued  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  surely  one  of  the 
most  singular  that  was  ever  taken  in 
that  House.  He  was  not  going  to  ask 
the  House  to  come  to  a  decision  on  the 
merits  of  the  clause,  or  even  on  the 
merits  of  this  Bill.  He  was  asking  the 
House  to  come  to  a  decision  on  the 
merits  of  an  Act  passed  into  law  after 
several  months  of  hard  debating  last  year. 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  thought  that 
anything  was  to  be  gained  by  a  protest  of 
course  he  was  at  liberty  to  make  it ;  but 
he  did  not  understand,  he  never  under- 
stood, that  their  Parliamentary  procedure 
lent  itself  to  the  particular  interpretation 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  put 
on  his  own  Amendment,  when  he  moved 
to  leave  out  a  clause,  not  because  he 
objected  to  the  clause,  but  because 
he  objected  to  some  other  Bill  which  had 
already  become  an  Act. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  I  object  to  the  applica- 
tion of  the  principles  and  rules  contained 
in  the  Act  of  last  year  to  the  population 
of  London. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  said  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  speech  had  been 
confined  to  that  thesis  it  would  have 
been  perfectly  within  the  practice  of 
the  House.  Of  course,  it  amounted  to 
a  Second  Reading  speech  compressed, 
and  he  supposed  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man desired  to  take  a  Second  Reading 
division  upon  it.  But,  at  all  events, 
half  the  speech  he  made  was  not 
concerned  with  the  clause  nor  with 
the  Bill  at  all.  His  object  was  to 
renew  the  protest  which  he  and  his 
friends  made  last  year.  He  thought 
there  was  not  an  educationist  in  the 
country  who  did  not  think  the  Bill  of 
last  year  and  the  Bill  of  this  year  were 
of  the  greatest  educational  importance. 
(Opposition  cries  of  "Oh.")  He  was 
not  speaking  of  lion.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
but  of  educationists.  He  knew  the 
opinions  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
because  he  heard  them  expressed  for 
seven  months,  and  education  was  the 
last  topic  that  they  ever  discussed. 
They  talked  a  great  deal  about  voluntary 
schools  and  denominational  teaching, 
and     other     matters     indirectly      con- 


nected with  the  substantial  interest  of 
education,  but  education  pure  and 
simple  was  the  last  thing  they  spoke  of. 
(Opposition  cries  of  "  Oh,"  and  an  Hon. 
Member  "Nonsense.")  He  would 
qualify  his  phrase  by  saying  it  was  the 
thing  about  which  they  spoke  least. 
As  to  what  was  in  their  minds  he  knew 
nothing,  but  their  speeches  he  did  hear ; 
and  he  had  an  absolute  right  to  say 
that  if  the  views  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  were  rightly  interpreted  by 
their  speeches,  it  was  not  the  educational 
aspect  of  the  Bill  of  last  year,  or  the 
Bill  of  this  year,  which  chiefly  interested 
them,  but  certain  controversial  subjects 
which  unhappily  could  not  be  dissociated 
entirely  from  any  Bill  dealing  with 
elementary  education  in  this  country. 
It  was  on  those  subjects  that  they  had 
agitated  the  country,  and  topics  relating 
to  the  really  great  interest  of  education 
they  had  left  severely  alone.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  thought  he  was  adding 
to  his  fame  as  an  educational  authority 
by  the  line  he  had  taken  on  the  Bill 
of  last  year  and  the  Bill  of  this  year 
he  was,  he  could  assure  him,  very 
seriously  mistaken.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  he  was  moving  to  omit 
this  clause  because  it  extended  the  Bill  of 
last  year  to  London.  He  could  under- 
stand, though  he  did  not  sympathise 
with,  those  who  thought  that  the  Bill  of 
last  year,  whatever  it  might  have  done 
for  education,  nevertheless  did  certain 
things  in  other  directions  to  which  they 
objected,  and  therefore  desired  that  the 
Bill  should  not  become  an  Act.  But  as 
it  had  become  an  Act,  he  could  not 
understand  how  any  hon.  Gentleman 
could  desire  that  it  should  not  be  ex- 
tended to  London.  He  believed  that 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  anticipated  that 
the  time  would  come  very  shortly  when 
they  would  be  in  a  position  to  remodel 
the  Act  of  last  year.  When  that  time 
came  he  should  wish  them  joy  of  their 
task.  He  should  look  forward  with  great 
interest  to  the  course  which  they  would 
then  desire  to  pursue.  But  the  remodel- 
ling of  the  Act  of  last  year  would  not  be 
rendered  more  difficult  by  the  fact  that  it 
had  been  extended  to  London.  On  the 
contrary,  their  task  would  be  easier  if 
the  whole  of  the  country  were  under  one 
principle.  They  would  gain  nothing  if 
London  was  left  out  of  the  Bill;  and, 
meanwhile,  London  would  be  left  as  an 
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educational  derelict.  Unless  this  Bill 
m  as  passed,  London  would  be  deprived  of 
the  fund  which  that  House  desired  to 
give  for  educational  purposes;  not  only 
the  voluntary  schools,  but  also  the  pro- 
vided schools  in  London  would  suffer,  and 
the  whole  system  of  educational  co-ordina- 
tion would  be  left  in  a  condition  which 
no  one  in  that  House  could  view  with 
satisfaction.  Was  it  the  policy  of  the 
Opposition  not  merely  to  modify  the  Act 
of  last  year,  but  also  in  the  meanwhile  to 
keep  London  under  the  old  system  1 
Such  an  idea  was  absurd,  and  he  could 
not  understand  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
lending  the  authority  of  his  name  in 
educational  matters  to  a  proposal  which 
he  was  certain  would  be  rejected  by  all 
London  if  London  had  a  chance  of 
expressing  its  opinion.  He  would  not 
dogmatise  by  discussing  whether  London 
liked  or  disliked  the  general  principle  ' 


underlying  the  Bill.  The  Opposition 
might  be  right  in  saying  that  the  country 
disliked  the  line  on  which  the  Govern- 
ment had  proceeded.  Then  let  the 
country  alter  that  line.  But  meanwhile 
it  was  absurd  to  suppose  that  education, 
primary  and  secondary,  was  to  be  co- 
ordinated in  every  county  and  county 
borough  in  England,  and  voluntary  and 
provided  schools  were  to  be  given  much 
needed  assistance,  while  London  alone 
should  be  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  the 
Act  of  last  year,  and  the  money  intended 
for  her  should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The 
amiable  intention  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  ought  to  be  foiled,  and  his 
Amendment  ought  to  be  rejected. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  1 2£  ;  Noes, 
74.     (Division  List  No.  156.) 


Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Ambrose.  Robert 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arnold* Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour.Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (ManchW 
Balfour, Captain  C.  B.(Horn#ey 
Balfour,Ri .  HnGerald  W  (Leeds 
Bartley   Sir  George  C.  T. 
Blundel),  Colonel  Henry 
Boland,  John 
Bond,  Edward 
Bull,  William  James 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.\ 
Carew,  James  Laurence 
C  irson,  Rt.  Hon.  sir  &tw.  H. 
C.ivendish,  V  C  W  (Derby sh.) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hn.  J.(Birm. 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Right  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Cavendish,V.  C.  W.  (Derbysh.) 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Delany,  William 
Denny,  Colonel 
Devlin,  Chas.  Ramsay  (Galway 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Alters 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  E.  B.  (Hants,  W.) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,Hon.Ailwyn  Edward 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finlay,  Sir  Rotort  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes  | 

Mr.  J.  J.  Balfour. 


AYES. 

Fi  tzGerald,  Sir  Robert  Pen  rose - 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gilhooly,  James 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Gretton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hobhouse,RtHnH.  (Somerft,E 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Howard  J.  [Afidd.,  Tottenham 
Jeffreys.  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fred 
Joyce,  Michael 

Kenyon-Slauey,  CohW. (Salop 
Kerr,  John 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  [Glasgow 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Levesou-Gower,  Frederick  N.  S. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  Chas.  W.  (Evesham 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Bristol,  S. 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.  Jas.  (Kent) 
Lucas,  Col. Francis  (Lotvcstoft) 
Lucas,  Reginald  J.  (Portsmouth 
Lundon,  W. 

Macdona,  John  dimming 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M1IverS\rJjew\B(Edinburgh1  W 
M*Killop,  Jas.  (Stirlingshire) 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Meysev-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Mowbray,  Sir  Rotart  Gray  C. 
Murphy   John 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nolan,Col.JohnP.(Go/fmyAr.  \ 
CKelly,  J.  (Roscommon,  N.)  I 


O'Mallev,  William 
Pease,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Peel,Hn.Wm  Robert  Wellesley 
Pilkington,  Colonel  Richard 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rasch'  Major  Federic  Carne 
Redmond,  Jn.  E.  (Water ford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Ritchie,  Rt.Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herl>ert  (Hackney) 
Royds,  Clement  Molj  neux 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Seely,Maj.  J.  E.  K(l*le of  Wight 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford  East 
Smith,  James  Parker  (Lanarks 
Smith,  Hn.  XV.  F.  I).  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
StaMfcy,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,Rt.Hn  SirWillianiH. 
Webb,  Colonel  William  George 
William,lUHnJPowell-(£iV/>i. 
Wilson  John  (Glasqotr) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Worsley-Taylor,  Henry  Wilson 
Wort  ley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.B.  Stuart- 
Young,  Samuel 


Tellers  for  thk  Ayes — 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 
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Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Black,  Alexander  William 
Brigg,  John 

Brunner,  Sir  John  Toralinson 
Bryoe,  Riant  Hon.  James 
Bum*,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Dmcn,  North) 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,M.  Vaughan-(  Cardigan 
Dewar,  John  A.(Invemess-sh.) 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Charles 
Duncan  J.  Hastings 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Fen  wick,  Charles 
Fitzraaurice,  Lord  Edmund 
Foster,Sir  Michael  (Land.  Univ. 
(loddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Hardie,J.Keir(Jrer$Ayr  Tydvil 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Hayter,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  D. 


{14  July  1903} 

NOES. 

Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  H. 
Hope,  John  Deans  [Fife  West) 
Humphreye-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutchinson,  Dr.  CharlesFredk. 
Jacoby  James  Alfred 
Jones,  David  Brynmor(5t0a*wea 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Langley,  Batty 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Corntoall 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
*Leng,  Sir  John 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mitchell,  Edw.  (Fermanagh  N. 
Partington,  Oswald 
Panlton,  James  Mellor 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
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Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Russell,  T.  W. 
Samuel,  Herbt.  L.  (Cleveland) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glam.,  MB.) 
ThomaeJDavidAlfred(J/ erthyr 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Wallace,  Robert 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,  E.  (Clackmannan) 
Wason,  John  Cat  heart  (Orkney 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  (York,  B.  B.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone 
and  Mr.  John  Sinclair. 


Dr.  MACNAMARA  had  the  following 
Amendment  on  the  Notice  Paper — 

"  In  Clause  1,  page  1,  line  6,  after  '  shall,' 
inssrt  '  except  as  respects  non-provided 
.schools.'  " 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  this  Amendment 
was  in  the  same  position  as  those  which 
he  had  already  ruled  out  of  order. 

DR.  MACNAMARA  asked  whether  he 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  raising  the 
question  on  the  schedule. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :  I  will  not  give  a 
precise  definition  now  as  to  whether  it 
will  be  in  order  on  the  schedule  or  not, 
but  it  may  be  capable  of  discussion  on 
the  schedule. 


DR.  MACNAMARA  had  also  the 
following  Amendment  on  the  Notice 
Paper — 

"  In  Clause  1,  page  1,  line  7,  at  end,  add 
*  Provided  that  all  public  elementary  voluntary 
schools  within  the  area  shall  be  maintained  by 
the  local  education  authority  as  if  they  were 
provided  schools,  provided  that  the  local  edu- 
cation authority  snail  by  agreement  rent  the 
school  premises  from  the  trustees,  free  use  of 
the  premises  being  granted  to  the  denominations 
under  whose  auspices  the  schools  have  hitherto 
been  conducted  for  purposes  of  denominational 
religious  teaching  outside  the  ordinary  hours 
of  the  school  time-table  to  the  children  of  such 
parents  as  make  written  application  for  the 
*ame.  If  any  question  arises  under  this  section 
Jjetween  the  local  education  authority  and  the 


managers  of  a  school  not  provided  by  the 
authority  in  respect  to  the  use  and  rental  of 
the  premises  the  matter  shall  be  determined  by 
the  Board  of  Education.'  " 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  this  Amendment 
was  also  out  of  order. 

Mr.  ALBAN  GIBBS  (London)  moved 
an  Amendment  with  the  object  of  ex- 
cluding the  City  of  London  from  the 
scope  of  the  Bill.  He  did  not  know 
whether  he  should  have  the  approval  of 
the  Government  in  reference  to  this 
proposal,  but  he  really  thought  it  was 
one  that  might  be  accepted.  The  City 
of  London  had  always  been  an  authority 
by  itself.  It  had  always  been  treated  as 
a  county  by  itself  for  most  purposes.  If 
it  was  not  so  treated  under  the  Elemen- 
tary Education  Act  it  was  given  a  large 
representation  on  the  Schoo.  Board — he 
thought  it  was  one-twelfth  of  the  whole 
— to  compensate  for  its  not  being 
separately  treated.  At  present  there 
was  no  special  representation  of  the  City 
of  London  provided  for  on  the  Com- 
mittee. He  appealed  to  the  Government 
to  consider  the  question  with  a  view  to 
something  being  done  in  the  way  of 
giving  effect  to  his  proposal.  He  begged 
to  move. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  7,  at  end,  to  add  the  words, 
4  and  for  the  purposes  of  such  application  the 
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City  of  London  shall  be  a  County,  and  the 
ma}  or,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  that  City  in 
common  council  assembled  shall  be  a  County 
Council."'— (Mr.  A I  ban  Gilbs.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 


♦The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY to  the  BOARD  of  EDUCATION 
(Sir  William  Anson,  Oxford  University) 
said  he  fully  recognised  the  valuable  work 
that  had  been  done  for  education  by  the 
City  of  London,  and  the  great  position 
which  the  City  had  occupied  in  the  higher 
education  of  the  country.  But  he  thought 
the  bon.  Member  would  see  that  there 
were  almost  insuperable  difficulties  in 
taking  the  City  out  of  the  general  purview 
of  this  Bill.  The  City  had  been  one  of 
the  School  Board  areas  and  it  had  not 
been  in  any  way  differentiated  from  other 
parts  of  the  Metropolis.  The  same  had 
been  the  case  under  the  Tech  meal  Edu- 
cation Act.  It  had  fallen  in  with  the 
work  of  the  Technical  Instruction  Com- 
mittee of  the  London  County  Council 
and  had  not  asked  for  different  treatment 
under  that  Act.  He  thought  the  dim. 
culty  of  taking  the  City  out  of  the  Bill 
in  the  matter  of  elementary  education 
was  even  more  apparent.  Under  those 
circumstances  to  take  the  City  outside  the 
Bill  and  make  it  an  educational  authority 
by  itself  would  be  a  new  departure, 
having  regard  to  the  Elementary  Educa- 
tion Act  and  the  Technical  Instruction 
Act.  It  would  not  only  be  a  newdeparture, 
but  a  new  departure  not  justified  by  the 
educational  situation  in  the  City.  The 
number  of  children  educated  in  the 
elementary  schools  of  the  City  was 
small  while  the  great  secondary  schools 
in  which  the  City  was  interested 
were  wholly  outside  the  Act.  He 
hoped  his  hon.  friend  would  recognise 
that  there  was  no  reason  for  treating 
the  City  in  this  special  manner,  and  that 
what  was  proposed  did  not  arise  from  any 
want  of  appreciation  of  the  educational 
work  done  by  the  City. 

Mr.  LLOYIX;EORGE  (Carnarvon 
Boroughs)  said  he  would  like  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  remarkable  fact  that  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  City  had  put  down  an 
Amendment  of  this  character.  The  re- 
presentatives of  the  City  had  supported 
the   Bill    throughout,   and    immediately 


that  was  done,  in  order  to  show  the 
extent  to  which  they  appreciated  this 
legislation,  they  proposed  that  the  City  of 
London  should  be  excepted  altogether 
from  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  This 
demonstrated  clearly  that  really  the  Act 
had  no  real  supporter  in  any  part  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  He  trusted  that  the 
hon.  Member  would  proceed  to  a  division. 

Mr.  ALBAN  GIBBS :  I  beg  to  with- 
draw the  Amendment. 

Mr.  LOUGH  expressed  the  hope 
that  the  hon.  Member  would  not 
withdraw  the  Amendment.  The  repre- 
sentatives of  the  City  were  acting  on 
the  unanimous  request  of  the  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  Loudon.  The 
Common  Council  examined  the  Bill  and 
took  exception  to  its  provisions  just  as 
hon.  Members  did  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  The  Amendment  was  really  a 
very  important  one,  because  even  hon. 
Members  on  this  side  of  the  House  who 
did  not  agree  politically  with  the  Common 
Council  knew  that  every  representative 
body  throughout  London  viewed  the  Bill 
with  horror  and  alarm.  (Cries  of  "  No, 
no.")  Therefore  the  hon.  Meni!»er  was 
only  doing  his  duty  in  proposing  the 
Amendment.  He  wished  that  the  hon. 
Member  moved  against  the  Bill  from 
the  same  righteous  motives  that  animate* I 
the  opponents  of  the  Bill  on  this  side  of 
the  House.  The  hon.  Member  did  not 
desire  to  see  it  applied  to  the  City  of 
London  in  order  to  preserve  the  autonomy 
of  the  City,  but  he  did  not  object  to  the 
Bill  itself.  He  ventured  to  say  that  that 
was  a  narrow  ground  on  which  to  claim 
the  exception  of  the  City  from  the  Bill- 
He  himself  and  others  on  this  side 
thought  the  Bill  was  very  l*ad  and  un- 
suited  to  every  part  of  London.  London 
had  got  a  peculiar  system  of  local  govern- 
ment, quite  different  from  other  places  to 
which  the  Bill  had  been  applied.  The 
City,  whatever  faults  it  might  have,  had  an 
honourable  educational  record,  and  it  had 
been  shamefully  treated  by  the  Govern- 
ment intheproposalsint  his  BiU.  TheCity 
did  not  come  to  the  Government  and 
say.  **  Give  us  representation  and  con  - 
troL"  The  Government  ihrust  power 
and  honour  on  the  City  Council  in  the 
Bill  as  first  introduced,  and  then 
suddenly,  for  no  reason  that  had  been 
explained   to  the   House,    the  City    was 
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struck  out  of  that  representation.  This 
was  a  matter  very  well  worth  discussing 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  Government. 
The  House  had  had  no  justification  what- 
ever irom  the  Parliamentary  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Education  for  the  new  treat- 
ment they  were  giving  to  the  authorities 
which  were  to  be  represented.  The 
precise  authority  which  would  be  left  to 
the  City  Council  was  embodied  in  Clause 
2,  and  he  thought  that  the  humble 
duties  left  to  them  might  well  give  rise 
to  the  contempt  of  hon.  Members 
opposite.  Although  the  Amendment 
was  one  which  he  could  not  himself 
support  he  was  a  little  surprised  that 
the  hon  Member's  colleague  in  the  re- 
presentation of  the  City  of  London  was 
not  here  to  support  it. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar)  said  he  thought  the 
point  his  hon.  friends  behind  him  had 
raised  was  well  worthy  of  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House  at  this  stage  of  the 
Bill.  There  were  in  London  two  great 
municipal  bodies.  One  was  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  City  of  London  and  the 
other  the  County  Council.  The  Govern- 
ment proposed  to  municipalise  education 
in  London  as  they  had  done  in  the 
country  districts.  In  the  country  dis- 
tricts the  matter  was  a  comparatively 
small  one.  The  population  there  was 
something  like  one-tenth  of  what  it  was 
in  London,  and  therefore  the  question 
ought  to  have  been  treated  from  a 
different  point  of  view.  What  did  they 
find  ?  The  County  Council  was  made 
the  central  body,  though  they  said  they 
did  not  see  their  \*ay  to  carry  out  the 
work.  He  would  ask  the  hon.  Member 
what  he  proposed  to  do  supposing  the 
County  Council  found  themselves  unable 
or  unwilling  to  carry  out  the  provision? 
of  the  Act.  He  believed  that  was  a 
position  which  would  be  arrived  at 
before  very  long.  Then  the  City  of 
London  had  declared  that  they  did  not 
desire  the  Bill  either,  and  that  they 
wished  to  be  outside  its  provisions 
altogether.  He  was  surprised  that 
his  hon.  friend  representing  the  City 
had  made  such  an  uncommonly 
bad  case  for  the  City.  He  thought  it  was 
unbecoming  the  dignity  of  the  City  that 
one  of  its  members  should  come  down 
here  and  move  an  Amendment  and  then 


allow  it  to  be  negatived  without  a  division* 
and  indeed  without  debate.  This  Bill 
was  obviously,  so  far  as  London  was 
concerned,  incompatible  with  our  muni- 
cipal system.  The  City  of  London  and 
the  County  Council  rejected  it,  and 
under  those  circumstances  he  should  have 
thought  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  reconsider  their  position 
and  withdraw  the  Bill. 


*Dr.  MACNAM ARA  said  he  considered 
this  Bill  from  the  machinery  point  of  view 
a  thoroughly  bad  Bill.  They  could  not 
municipalise  education  in  a  great  area  like 
that  of  London.  Good  or  bad,  however, 
whatever  this  new  Bill  might  be,  the  City  of 
London  was  not  coming  out  of  it.  For 
financial  reasons  the  City  of  London  had 
got  to  make  a  contribution  to  the  educa- 
tion of  the  children  of  London  as  a  whole. 
The  City  of  London  had  always  been 
wanting  to  be  struck  out  of  the  Hill,. 
partly  because  it  had  not  the  representa- 
tion it  wanted,  and  partly  because  of 
finance.  The  London  School  Board  had 
memorials  from  the  City,  week  by  week, 
complaining  against  the  cost  of  education. 
What  was  the  position  1  Thev  had  2,000 
working  class  children  and  they  paid  an 
Education  Rate  of  Is.  in  the  £,  which 
amounted  altogether  to  £200,000  a  year. 
That  was  £100  per  child.  But  it  did  not 
really  cost  £100  to  educate  each  child ; 
it  cost  only  £5 ;  and  therefore  the  City  paid 
£95  each  for  educating  nineteen  children 
in  Camberwell.  The  City  ought  to 
rejoice  in  being  able  to  carry  out 
the  Apostolic  injunction  that  they  should 
bear  one  another's  burdens.  The  City 
had  got  to  pay  the  unified  rate  of  Is.  in 
the  £,  or  £95  out  of  every  £100  for  the 
education  of  children  in  every  part  of 
London — children  whose  forebears  origin- 
ally lived  in  the  City.  What  would 
happen  if  this  proposal  were  carried? 
The  City  of  London  would  have  to  spend 
£10,000  a  year  to  educate  2,000  working 
class  children,  and  even  supposing  they 
voted  £10,000  additional  for  secondary 
education,  that  would  only  amount  to  a 
rate  of  £d.  in  the  £.  He  was  bound  to 
insist  that  whatever  the  machinery  of  the 
Bill  might  finally  be  the  City  had  got  to 
stay  in  it. 

♦Mr.  COHEN  (Islington,  E)  said 
that  there  was  a  well-known  maxim 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  it  was. 
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better  to  avoid  attributing  motives.  Was 
there  any  reason  why  that  almost  sacred 
maxim  against  attributing  motives, 
which  were  sometimes  charitable  and 
sometimes  less  benevolent,  should  not  be 
respected  in  thecaseof  the  action  of  his  hon. 
friend  in  behalf  of  the  City  of  London. 
He  could  assure  his  hon.  friend  opposite  I 
that  though  he  had  not  the  honour  of  I 
representing  the  City  he  knew  something  I 
about  the  City  where  he  was  born  and  1 
had  passed  the  greatest  portion  of  his 
life,  and  that  the  spirit  which  prompted 
the  Amendment  of  his  hon.  friend  was 
as  far  as  possible  removed  from  that 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  thought  ruled 
it.  If  there  were  any  part  of  London 
where  one  should  have  been  less  dis- 
posed to  attribute  a  sordid  motive  to  any  I 
proposition  that  emanated  from  its  I 
.representative,  it  should  have  been  the 
City  of  London,  which  was  the  fountain 
of  all  benevolence.  [Opposition  ironical 
laughter.]  Hon.  Members  sneered  rather 
•derisively,  but  they  did  not  abstain  from 
having  recourse  to  the  Mansion  House 
when  they  desired  to  appeal  to  the 
benevolence  of  the  whole  Empire.  It 
should  be  remembered  that  the  City  had 
secured  the  freedom  of  Epping  Forest 
and  had  built  the  Tower  Bridge.  There- 
fore his  hon.  friend  might  have  been  less 
ready  to  attribute  unworthy  motives  to  I 
this  Amendment  than  he  had  done. 
The  City  of  IiOndon  objected  to  being 
included  in  the  operation  of  this  Bill, 
not  at  all  because  of  the  reasons  which 
were  incorrectly,  and,  he  thought,  rather 
unworthily,  attributed  by  his  hon.  friend 
opposite,  but  simply  because  they  carried 
on  education  of  their  own  in  a  most  admir- 
able way,  which  did  not  involve  any 
expenditure  on  the  part  of  the  ratepayers 
of  the  other  parts  of  London,  and  be- 1 
cause  they  had  no  representation  in  the 
administration  of  those  large  funds  which 
they  contributed.  Therefore,  they  were 
abundantly  justified  in  proposing  this 
Amendment,  and  if  his  hon.  friend  went 
to  a  division  he  would  most  cordially 
support  it. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  he  agreed  with 
the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  habit 
of  attributing  motives  was  one  incon- 
■S'stent  with  Christian  charity,  but  the 
counsel  of  perfection  he  recommended, 
if  acted  upon,  would  reduce  the  debates 
in  the  House  to  very  slender  dimensions 

Mr.  Cohen. 


indeed.  He  assumed  that  the  motives 
of  the  City  of  London  were  admirable, 
and  free  from  all  suspicion,  but  there 
was  another  Amendment  lower  down 
on  the  Paper  which  was  to  hiui  a 
wonder,  viz.— 

"And  for  the  purpose  of  such  application 
the  City  of  London  shall  be  a  county,  and 
the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons  of  that 
City  in  Common  Council  assembled  shall  be  a 
County  Council" 

He  would  have  thought  that  if  there 
was  a  name  which  the  City  Corporation 
would  have  been  unwilling  to  adopt — a 
name  which  had  been  held  in  repulsion 
and  in  contempt— it  would  have  been 
that  of  County  Council.  But  here  they 
had  one  of  the  Members  for  the  City 
coming  forth  and  proposing  that  the 
City  Corporation,  which  had  an  existence 
of  over  seven  centuries,  should  be 
reduced  to  the  level  of  that  mushroom 
creation  known  as  the  County  Council ! 
It  was  his  respect  for  the  City,  his 
veneration  for  the  City,  his  admiration 
for  the  glorious  traditions  of  the  City, 
that  would  prevent  him  from  voting  for 
any  such  Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  LOUGH  said  that  most  of  the 
questions  which  had  been  raised  in 
regard  to  the  second  clause  of  the  Bill 
which  he  proposed  to  omit  would  be 
raised  again  on  the  schedule.  He  asked 
the  Government  whether  they  would 
not  get  rid  of  all  the  difficulties  which 
had  arisen  by  abolishing  Clause  2  alto- 
gether. He  did  not  believe  that  any 
mortal  man  knew  why  Clause  2  existed 
in  its  present  shape.  When  the  Bill  was 
first  introduced  there  was  a  scheme  in 
the  minds  of  the  Government  which 
justified  such  a  clause.  The  idea  then 
was  to  give  the  municipal  authorities 
scattered  all  over  London  full  control 
over  the  education  authority  that  was  to 
be  set  up.  But  they  got  rid  of  Clause  2 
I  and  began  to  attack  Clause  3,  which 
corresponded  with  the  existing  Clause  2. 
Some  hon.  Gentlemen  who  might  have 
some  veneration  for  the  ancient  City 
Corporation  and  the  other  bodies  might 
consider  whether  Clause  2  should  remain. 
But  there  was  no  precedent  for  it  in  the 
Act  of  1902.  It  was  simply  a  fraudulent 
pretext  kept  in  the  Bill  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  make  these  bodies  imagine  that 
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they  had  got  some  resemblance  of  power 
when  it  was  actually  all  taken  away  from 
them.  The  Government  had  in  the 
debates  in  Committee  to  give  way,  and 
at  last  they  concluded  to  abandon  all 
the  splendid  powers  which  they  had 
.given  to  the  Borough  Councils  of 
appointing  the  teachers,  the  taking  of 
sites,  and  the  vague  powers  of  manage- 
ment. Now  they  had  got  a  clause  which 
•allowed  the  Borough  Councils  to  appoint 
managers  although  they  had  no  duty  of 
management.  How  could  the  Borough 
Councils  tell  what  size  the  body  of 
managers  ought  to  be,  for  they  had  no 
kind  of  information  on  the  subject.  The 
present  shape  of  the  clause  was  perfectly 
ridiculous — so  ridiculous  that  the  Govern- 
ment themselves  had  put  down  one  or 
two  Amendments  in  regard  to  it.  No 
.good  whatever  would  be  obtained  by 
retaining  Clause  2.  It  would  be  a  con- 
stant interference  with  the  quiet  working 
of  the  Act.  He  begged  to  move  that 
Clause  2  be  omitted  from  the  Bill. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  8,  to  leave  out  Clause  2."—, 
{Mr.  Lough.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
•of  Clause  2,  to  the  word  '  provided '  in 
line  8,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  WHITLEY  (Halifax)  said  that  the 
House  ought  to  have  some  sort  of  statement 
from  the  Government  as  to  what  was  their 
final  intention  in  regard  to  this  question 
of  management.  They  had  had  so  many 
changes  on  this  clause  at  previous 
stages  of  the  Bill — and  now  the  Govern- 
ment themselves  were  about  to  propose  I 
other  Amendments — that  really  the 
House  ought  to  have  a  clear  statement 
whether  the  Government  intended  to 
proceed  with  this  fantastic  method  of 
management  by  the  Borough  Councils 
under  the  County  Council.  This  clause 
still  left  to  the  minor  authorities  certain 
powers  which  were  likely  to  lead  to 
friction  with  the  superior  authorities,  and 
he  was  amazed  that  the  Government 
should  propose  that  the  House  should  go 
to  a  division  on  this  Motion  without 
showing  the  faintest  signs  of  telling  the 
House  whether  they  had  any  policy  on 
this  matter. 

*SiR  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  he  really 
t  nought  that  it  was  hardly  necessary  to 


explain  why  the  Government  desired 
his  clause  to  stand  part  of  the  Bill,  not 
wholly  in  its  present  form,  because  an 
Amendment  was  accepted  in  Committee 
which  it  would  have  been  somewhat 
rash  to  endeavour  to  put  into  final  shape 
in  the  Committee  in  the  circumstances 
of  the  debate,  and  which  must  therefore 
be  amended  now.  The  Amendment 
which  had  been  put  down  by  his  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  South  Manchester 
would  come  up  for  consideration  in  due 
course.  The  policy  of  the  clause  was 
perfectly  clear.  From  the  very  first  the 
Government  desired  to  associate  Borough 
Councils  with  the  education  of  London. 
It  was  thought  that  by  giving  them 
powers  of  management  they  would  be 
able  to  excite  more  local  interest  in  the 
elementary  education  of  London,  and 
that  this  would  be  done  without  diminish- 
ing the  efficient  working  of  the 
machinery  which  would  be  dealing  with 
the  general  education  of  London.  In 
that  way  he  had  confidently  hoped 
that  they  would  do  a  good  deal 
for  elementary  education.  In  the 
debates  which  had  taken  place  it 
became  clear  that  the  House  did  not 
desire  to  see  statutory  powers  conferred 
upon  Borough  Councils,  but  nevertheless 
the  Government  did  desire  to  see  the 
Borough  Councils  take  some  definite  part 
in  the  elementary  education  of  London, 
and  for  that  reason  they  would  proceed 
with  this  clause.  He  reminded  the 
House  that  what  was  left  to  the  boroughs 
[  was  to  take  part  and  initiate  arrange- 
I  ments  for  the  building  of  schools,  to 
[  determine  the  number  of  managers,  and 
to  choose  the  managers  up  to  a  certain 
number.  His  hon.  friend  had  various 
I  Amendments  on  the  Paper,  one  of  which 
1  was  an  Amendment  of  substance  which, 
I  on  behalf  of  the  Government,  he  should 
I  be  prepared  to  accept  and  which  would 
diminish  this  perpetual  fear  <>f  friction. 
I  It  was  an  Amendment  providing  that 
these  arrangements  should  be  made  after 
consultation  with  the  local  authority. 
He  did  not  think  anything  would  be  lost 
by  bringing  together  the  various  local 
authorities  in  the  common  work  of  the 
education  of  the  children.  On  the 
contrary  he  believed  that  great  good 
would  come  from  it,  and  that  under  the 
conditions  which  this  clause  laid  down 
these    local    authorities     would     woik 
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together  in  a  friendly  manner,  and  if  the 
boroughs  should  not  take  the  initiative 
there  would  be  a  residuary  power  in  the 
County  Council  to  do  what  was  necessary 
for  the  management  of  the  schools.  He 
did  not  wish  to  go  further  into  the  sub- 
ject, because  they  would  have  to 
discuss  this  clause  upon  the  various 
Amendments  on  the  Paper.  He 
wished,  however,  to  impress  upon 
the  House  that  the  Government  had 
no  intention  whatever  of  departing 
from  the  desire  with  which  they  originally 
embarked  on  this  clause,  namely,  to 
associate  the  boroughs  with  the  education 
of  London. 


Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  said  it 
was  very  surprising  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  not  given  some  informa- 
tion to  the  House  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  This  clause  had  not  been  re- 
modelled once  or  twice,  but  four  or  five 
times,  and  the  hon.  Baronet  had  now 
told  them  that  he  was  prepared  to  accept 
other  Amendments  which  would  entirely 
alter  the  clause.  Surely  his  hon.  friend 
was  entitled  to  ask  for  further  informa- 
tion. The  onus  of  proof  in  this  matter 
lay  upon  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Education  when  he  departed  from  the 
Act  of  last  year.  This  Bill  was  abso- 
lutely irreconcilable  with  the  Bill  of  last 
year  when  it  was  introduced,  but  the 
common  sense  of  the  House  had  licked  it 
into  shape  on  the  lines  of  the  Act  of  last 
year.  The  only  difference  which  was 
left  was  that  if  this  clause  disappeared 
and  the  Bill  proceeded  upon  the  lines  of 
the  Act  of  last  year,  the  local  education 
authority  would  have  the  nomination  of 
four,  and  the  Borough  Councils  two, 
managers.  The  hon.  Gentleman  proposed 
that  the  Borough  Councils  should  have 
three-fourths  and  the  education  author- 
ity only  one-fourth  of  the  nominations. 
Therefore,  it  remained  to  the  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Education  to  prove  that 
that  would  work  better  than  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Act  of  last  year.  He 
should  like  to  know  why  the  Govern- 
ment had  altered  their  mind  in  regard 
to  this  matter  1  When  they  were  dis- 
cussing this  question  in  Committee  he 
ventured  to  quote  a  paragraph  from  a 
speech  made  by  the  Prime  Minister,  who 
was  then  in  charge  of  the  Bill  of  last 
year,  in  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
gave  a  totally  different  idea  as  to  what 

Sir  William  Anson. 


ought  to  be  the  rights  of  the  case.  It 
was  very  important  that  they  should 
have  the  Government  speaking  with 
one  voice  upon  this  question,  and  he 
would  read  the  words  of  the  Prime 
Minister. 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  There  will  be  later 
on  Amendments  raising  this  very  point, 
and  therefore  I  do  not  think  it  will  be 
in  order  to  discuss  this  question  upon 
the  Motion  before  the  House. 

Mr.    SYDNEY    BUXTON    said    the 
hon.  Baronet  had  given  them  no  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  this  proposal.      He 
I  said  the  idea  was  that  there  should  be  a 
!  link  between  the  Borough  Councils  and  the 
County  Council,  but  in  his  opinion  this 
clause  would  be  the  one  source  oi  friction 
in  the  Bill  between  the  local  and  minor 
authorities.     In  order  to  avoid  that  they 
I  wished  to  make   the   Education    Com- 
!  mittee    the    supreme     authority,     and 
I  therefore  they  desired  that  this  remain- 
1  ing  shred  of  authority  which  was  now 
'  given  to  the   Borough  Councils  should 
-  disappear.     He    had    no   desire   to   cast 
i  any     aspersions      upon     the     Borough 
!  Councils,  but  he  thought   the  Govern* 
I  ment  had  put  them  in  a  most  humiliating 
|  position.      The    Government    gave    the 
:  Borough     Councils     these    very    large 
I  powers  which  they  never  asked  for  and 
i  then  took  them  all  away.      In  regard  to- 
I  this    particular    clause    he    hoped    the 
I  Government  would  reconsider  the  matter 
'  so  that  they  might  have  the  Act  of  last 
l  year  applied  to  this  scheme  in  London* 
I  from  the  top  to  the  bottom. 

1  Sir  JOHN  GORST  (Cambridge  Uni- 
1  versity)  said  he  did  not  wish  to  represent 
I  this  clause  as  one  which  would  do  a 
|  great  deal  of  good,  but  he  did  not  think 
it  would  do  a  great  deal  of  harm.  It 
was  a  clause  which  related  entirely  to 
provided  schools,  that  was, schools  of  the 
education  authority,  and  did  not  touch 
on  the  burning  question  of  voluntary 
schools.  The  action  of  the  House  of 
Commons  in  regard  to  these  schools  had 
throughout  been  rather  strange.  One 
would  have  thought  that  the  most  sue 
cesstui  course  would  have  been  to  have 
left  the  local  authority  to  settle  the  very 
simple  matter  of  how  its  schools  should 
be  managed,  especially  as  they  had  before 
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them  the  example  of  the  London  School 
Board,  which,  whatever  its  shortcomings 
might  have  been   in  this  respect,  had 
-established    a    very    good    system     of 
management     for    the    schools.      The 
House    of    Commons,    in    its    wisdom, 
thought  that  they  should  settle   how 
many  managers  there  ought  to  be  for  a 
provided  school,  and  they  settled  last 
year  that  there  should  be  six  managers 
for  every  provided  school  all  over  the 
country,    no  more  and  no  less.    There 
was  a  sort  of  provision  that  the  number 
might   be  varied,  but   it  was   fixed  at 
this   by  the  House.      In    one    respect 
this  was  better  than  the  Bill  of  last  year 
because  it  did  allow  variety,  and  it  did 
not     require   six    managers    in    every 
school,   but    the    number    was    to    be 
adapted  to  the  wants  and  peculiarities  of 
the  schools.   Then  t  here  was  a  most  extra- 
ordinary freak — freak  he  really  must  call 
it.  Instead  of  the  local  education  authority 
determining  how  many  managers  there 
should   be   it    brought   in   an    entirely 
foreign  body  which  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it,  which  had  to  decide  the  matter,  a  body 
which  had  had  no  educational  experience, 
'which  was  not  elected  for  the  purposes 
of  education,  and  which  had  this  entirely 
extraneous    and    strange    duty    thrust 
upon   it   which    it    never   had   before. 
The   Common   Council  of    the  Gity  of 
London  was  a  body  for  whom  he  had 
the  most  profound  veneration,  but  this 
House   had   decided   that   it  should  be 
engaged  in  the  duty  of  determining  how 
many  managers  there  ought  to  be  for 
the  few  elementary  schools  in  the  City 
of  London,  which  were  the  schools  of  the 
London  County  Council,  and  which  were 
managed   by  it  and  controlled  by  it  in 
every  respect.     Therefore  it  seemed   to 
him   that   they   had   chosen   the    worst 
body  in  the    world  to    determine   this 
matter.    Practically,  although  the  power 
was   given   to   the    Borough    Councils 
it  would   be    exercised   by  the   consent 
and  approbation  of  the  County  Council, 
therefore  this  clause,  if  accepted,  would 
-do  no  harm,  because  after  all  the  County 
Council    would    be    supreme    over    the 
schools.      In    order   to    make    the    Bill 
work     well      they     would      have     to 
secure   that    these    managers,    however 
fantastic  the  manner  of  their  appoint- 
ment was,  should  be  people  who  really 
had  the    confidence    and   trust   of   the 


County  Council.  He  believed,  however, 
the  managers  when  they  were  appointed 
would  work  cordially  with  the  local 
authority  for  London,  and  they  would 
have  a  body  responsible  to  the  local 
authority  and  in  consonance  with  the 
local  authority. 

♦Mr.     WHITMORE     (Chelsea)    said 

the     right      hon.     Member     for     the 

Cambridge    University     had    made     a 

characteristic  speech,  in   which  he  had 

used  every  argument  against  the  vote 

he  intended  to   give.     For   himself,  he 

sincerely  hoped  this  Amendment  would 

not  be  included  in  the    Bill.    He  held 

this     view     although     he     was     most 

anxious   that   the    education   authority 

should    have    full     powers,     and    that 

there    should    be     no    just     cause    of 

friction  between  the  education  authority 

and    the    Borough   Councils.      He   did 

not    wish  to    pledge    himself    to    this 

proportion  of  managers  being  appointed 

by  the    education  authority  and   that 

by    the     boroughs ;     but,    he    asked, 

would  it  not  tend  to  the  efficiency  of 

the     education     of     London     if     the 

Borough  Councils   had  some  voice   in 

the  appointment  of  the  managers  ?    The 

total  number  of  managers  would  be  very 

large,  and  the  appointment  of  managers 

for  all  the    districts  of  London  was   a 

delicate  and  difficult  duty  to  impose  on 

the  County  Council.     He  was  convinced 

it  would    be   wise    to   allow    Borough 

Councils  to   have  a  large  voice   in  the 

appointments,  as  they  would  be  able  to 

assist  the  education  authority  by  their 

own  local  knowledge.     It   was  a  good 

thing  to   give   some     interest    to    the 

boroughs,    partly    for    educational    and 

partly  for  administrative   reasons.     He 

had  done  all  in  his  power  to  make  the 

County  Council  the  education  authority, 

but  he  thought  it  would  be  a  pity  if  the 

House  accepted  the  Amendment.     He 

hoped  the  Government  would  adhere  to 

the  clause. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  he  did  not 
think  there  was  much  in  this  Amend- 
ment, and  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  Borough  Councils  would  not  thank 
the  House  for  taking  this  course.  This 
was  part  of  an  ambitious  scheme  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  responsible  for 
in    the   first    instance.      The  very    laft 
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word  of  the  Government  was  that  the 
Borough  Councils  were  to  come  in,  and 
then,  for  some  mysterious  reason,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  was  compelled  to  stand 
up  and  say,  "  Very  well,  we  throw  them 
over."  He  felt  very  sorry  for  the  hon. 
Baronet,  and  equally  sorry  for  the 
Borough  Councils,  because  the  way  the 
Government  had  treated  them  in  con- 
nection with  Clause  2  was  simply  abomin- 
able, and  if  he  were  a  member  of  a 
Borough  Council  he  should  feel  the 
greatest  contempt  for  the  Government 
in  this  matter.  In  Clause  2  the  Govern- 
ment first  gave  the  Borough  Councils 
thirty-two  seats,  then  twelve,  then 
eleven,  and  finally  no  seats  whatever. 
Then  they  were  to  have  the  appointment 
of  the  managers,  now  they  were  to  have 
the  appointment  of  three-fourths.  He 
thought  such  a  suggestion  was  abso- 
lutely impracticable  and  entirely  useless. 
He  thought  it  would  be  better  if  Clause 
2  were  dropped  altogether.  What  would 
happen  in  that  case  1  The  present 
boards  of  managers  would  go  on,  and 
when  vacancies  occurred  the  local  educa- 
tion authority  would  be  asked  to  fill 
them  up,  and  they  would  no  doubt 
consult  the  Borough  Councils,  but  it 
would  be  left  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
local  education  authority.  That  was 
the  only  fair  course  to  pursue. 


Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  must 
express  his  surprise  that  the  hon.  Baronet 
would  not  drop  this  clause.  Why  should 
any  distinction  be  drawn  between  the 
London  County  Council  and  the  other 
County  Councils  of  the  country  ?  There 
were  no  general  or  managerial  reasons 
for  it.  The  reasons  for  it  were  political 
He  challenged  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
to  point  out  a  single  reason  that  was 
not  political.  If  experience  had  taught 
the  hon.  Baronet  that  he  could  trust  the 
County  Councils  throughout  England 
and  Wales,  why  should  he  not  trust  the 
London  County  Council  in  this  matter  ? 
It  was  this  sort  of  sulky  distrust  of  the 
London  County  Council  which  had 
marred  the  whole  of  London  govern- 
ment. It  was  said  that  they  had  2,000 
managers  to  appoint,  but  even  so  it  was 
easier  to  select  2,000  managers  in  a 
small  area  within  four  miles  of  the 
central  office  than  for  a  country  County 
Dr.  Macnamara. 


Council  to  select  1,000  over  a  wider  area. 
Why  should  not  the  London  County 
Council  be  trusted  1  Was  it  really 
because  its  political  complexion  was  not 
such  as  commended  itself  to  the 
Government  ?  If  so,  that  was  a  very 
poor  reason  when  legislating  for  all 
time.  Nothing  could  be  worse  for  the 
management  of  education  than  this 
divided  control.  County  Councils* 
Borough  Councils,  managers  and 
trustees — all  had  a  finger  in  the  pier 
but  none  had  supreme  authority.  The 
County  Council  was  supposed  to  control, 
while  the  Borough  Councils  appointed 
the  managers.  What  was  the  distinc- 
tion between  control  and  management  ? 
The  two  bodies  would  be  in  constant 
conflict,  to  the  detriment  of  London 
education.  The  selection  of  sites  might 
be  taken  as  an  example.  Owing  to  a 
dispute  between  the  Vestry,  the  Board 
of  Education,  and  the  School  Board, 
Streatham  went  without  a  school  for 
years.  By  this  clause  the  Government 
would  perpetuate  difficulties  of  that 
kind.  It  was  perfectly  ludicrous,  when 
boroughs  of  10,000  inhabitants  were 
trusted  in  this  matter,  that  a  council 
representing  5,000,000  people  should  be 
treated  with  so  much  suspicion.  Nothing 
was  to  be  gained  by  the  clause;  it 
would  not  give  the  Borough  Councils 
either  dignity  or  power ;  it  would  s»mply 
enable  them  to  interfere  and  make 
themselves  a  nuisance.  He  hoped  that 
even  now  the  Government  would 
reconsider  their  decision  and  drop  the 
clause. 

Mr.  YOXALL  (Nottingham,  W.) 
thought  the  hon.  Baronet  and  the 
House  hardly  realised  what  actually  was 
at  issue  in  this  matter.  The  debate  had 
proceeded  on  the  assumption  that  the 
only  matter  involved  was,  who  should 
appoint  2,000  private  persons  to  sit  in 
groups  and  manage,  under  the  London 
County  Council  Education  Committee, 
either  single  schools  or  small  groups  of 
schools,  the  inference  being  that  such 
persons  would  take  their  instructions 
from  and  act  according  to  the  will  of 
the  County  Council.  But  that  did  not 
by  any  means  represent  all  that  was 
involved.  The  clause  would  enable  a 
Borough  Council  to  determine  that  all 
the  provided    schools    within    its    area 
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should  be  managed  by  one  large  Com- 
mittee, upon  which  it  would  have  three- 
fourths  of  the  representation,  thus 
setting  up  a  sort  of  School  Board  for 
the  whole  district.  What  would  then 
happen  ]  If  a  sufficient  motive  were 
given,  a  degree  of  friction  amounting  to 
positive  warfare  would  arise  between  the 
Management  Committee  and  the  Educa- 
tion Committee  of  the  County  Council. 
The  motive  for  refusing  to  obey  the 
behests  of  the  County  Council  already 
existed  in  the  fact  that  the  Borough 
Councils  were  not  satisfied  with  the  course 
the  Government  had  taken,  so  that  the 
danger  to  which  he  referred  was  a  very 
real  one.  He  appealed  to  the  Government 
to  remove  the  possibility  of  that  danger ; 
the  clause  satisfied  nobody,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  be  dropped. 

Mr.  BOND  (Nottingham,  E.)  said 
that  although  he  agreed  as  to  the  un- 
desirability  of  retaining  this  provision 
he  would  be  unable  to  vote  for  the 
Amendment,  because  he  thought  that 
London  stood  in  a  somewhat  different 
position  from  the  County  Councils  under 
the  Act  of  1902,  and  that  special 
machinery  was  required  to  deal 
adequately  with  the  important  question 
of  how  the  bodies  of  managers  in  London 
should  be  constituted.  There  were  no 
minor  authorities  in  the  Metropolis 
similar  to  those  contemplated  by  the 
Act  of  1902.  He  thought  the  better 
course  would  be  to  discuss  the  clause 
and  see  how  far  it  could  be  modified 
and  made  suitable  to  the  needs  of 
London.  He  hoped  the  Borough 
Councils  would  eventually  be  eliminated 
from  the  clause  y  otherwise  it  might  be 
a  source  of  considerable  friction. 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITE  (Norfolk,  N. 
W.)  said  that  if  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Nottingham  was  correct  in  the 
view  he  had  put  forward,  this  clause 
involved  a  danger  which  had  not  been 
anticipated.  A  large  Committee 
managing  all  the  schools  within  the 
area  was  a  very  different  body  from  a 
body  of  managers  concerned  with  only 
two  or  three  schools,  and  if  such  a  body 
set  itself  up  in  opposition  to  the  will  of 
the  Council  great  danger  might  ensue. 
If  managers  found  they  were  to  be 
merely  nominal   they  would     not   act, 


while  if  they  were  to  be  more  than 
nominal  they  would  in  many  instances 
come  into  collision  with  the  local 
authority.  He  would  be  more  content 
if  a  majority  were  appointed  by  the 
local  authority,  as  its  will  might  then 
be  carried  out,  but  that  was  not  the 
case.  Nothing  gave  rise  to  more 
disputes  than  the  selection  of  sites.  All 
sorts  of  interests  were  opposed  to  the 
educational  authority,  and  he  could 
conceive  nothing  more  dangerous  than 
to  allow  the  Borough  Council  to  have 
any  practical  vote,  or  even  a  delaying 
power,  in  this  matter.  A  variety  of 
objections  might  be  raised  to  the 
selection  of  a  particular  site ;  and  the 
members  of  the  Borough  Councils  might 
be  induced  to  act  in  a  manner  which 
would  cause  great  friction.  Further, 
the  Borough  Councils  would  not  know  the 
educational  needs  of  the  locality  as  well 
as  the  education  authority.  Speaking 
from  a  lengthened  experience  as  regarded 
the  selection  of  sites,  he  thought  this 
power  should  not  be  given  to  the 
Borough  Councils.  If  it  were  given  to 
them  it  would  be  certain  to  be  a 
hindrance  to  the  work  of  education 
rather  than  a  help. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  that  he  thought  it 
might  fairly  be  said  that  the  balance 
of  opinion   and  argument  was  against 
the    Borough     Councils    having     any- 
thing  to   do    with   the   matter.     That 
was  strongly  felt    in    Committee,    and 
the  large  proposals  originally  made  asv 
regarded   the    Borough     Councils    had 
been   whittled    down    until    only    this 
power  remained.     The  Government  had 
set  an    ample   feast   for  the   Borough 
Councils,   but  one   dish   after    another 
was   whisked    away    until,  there   were 
only  a  few  crumbs  left.    There  was  no 
reason    to     believe   that   the  Borough 
Councils  wanted  this  power.     There  had 
not    been,  either   in  Committee  or  on 
Report,    any     possible     reason    of     an 
educational  kind  given  to  show  that  this 
work  could  be  better  carried  out  by  the 
Borough  Councils  than  by  the  education 
I  authority.     He  had  heard  a  great  deal 
i  about  its  being  interesting   to  associate 
I  the  Borough    Councils  with   the  work 
,  of  education.     That  might   be   all   very 
I  well    for  the   Borough  Councils,  and  if 
1  this  were  a  Bill  to  improve  the  Borough 
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Councils  he  could  understand  the  argu- 
ment. But  it  was  a  Bill  for  education, 
and  he  did  not  think  any  argument  had 
been  advanced  to  show  that  the  work 
of  education  would  be  better  for  the 
interposition  of  the  Borough  Councils. 
It  was  not  suggested  that  they  possessed 
any  greater  knowledge  or  experience 
than  the  School  Board  now  had ; 
and  that  the  local  education  authority 
would  have  in  the  future.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Chelsea  called  attention  to 
the  magnitude  of  the  task  of  appointing 
2,000  managers.  But  the  School  Board 
now  appointed  managers  all  over  London, 
and  had  their  finger  on  every  part  ot 
the  Metropolis.  The  local  education 
authority  would  also  have  their  finger 
on  every  part  of  London  through  their 
members,  who  would  be  able  to  suggest 
suitable  managers.  It  was  not  suggested 
that  the  present  managers  were  inferior. 
The  only  criticism  ever  made  on  the 
School  Board  was  that  it  had  not  power 
enough.  That,  however,  was  a  criticism 
which  could  be  remedied  by  the   new 


education  authority.  The  onus  of  proof 
lay  with  hon.  Members,  who  proposed 
that  the  Borough  Councils  should  be 
brought  into  a  work  for  which  they 
were  not  created,  and  in  which  they 
had  no  experience.  The  House  had 
not  been  given  any  satisfactory  reason 
why  this  clause  should  be  passed;  and 
the  best  way  would  be  to  get  rid  of  it 
altogether.  The  London  County  Council 
was  only  a  County  Council  in  name.  It 
was  really  the  council  of  a  gigantic 
borough,  and  the  principles  of  the  Act  of 
1902  were  applicable.  Therefore,  there 
was  not  the  slightest  occasion  to  bring 
in  any  subordinate  authority  whatever. 
No  argument  having  been  given  for 
introducing  the  Borough  Councils,  he  felt 
himself  bound  to  vote  with  his  hon. 
friend. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  226  ;  Noes, 
111.     (Division  List  No.  157.) 


Abraham,  William(  Cor£,iV*.  E. ) 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Aird,  Sir  John 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Fonter,  Hugh  0. 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Aubrey -Fletcher,  li  t.  Hn.  &ir  H. 
Bagot,Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  {Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
'  Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (MancKr 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.iHornsey 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.(Christch. 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benj. 
Beach,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  Hicks 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boland,  John 
Bond,  Edward 

Bowles.Lt.  -Col.HF(3f iddlesex 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodnck,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Campbell,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  A(  Glasgow 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  8.) 
Careon,  Rt.  Hn   Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish.  V  C  W  (Derby  sh.) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenicich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.  J.(Birm. ) 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
{Cochrane,  Hon.  T.   H.  A.  E. 

Mr.  Bryce. 


AYES. 

Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Right  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
Colston,  Clias.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Condon,  Thomas  Josenh 
Cox,  Irwin  Edwd.  Bainbridge 
Cranborne.  Viscount 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Crowley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Saville 
Cullinan,  J. 
Delany,  William 
Denny,  Colonel 
Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N. ) 
Dewar,  Sir  T.  R.(7V.  HamVts 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dimsdale,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Jos.  C 
Dixon- HartlandjSirFred  Dixon 
Donelan,  Captain  A 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Dorington,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  E. 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.   \.  Akera 
Egerton,  Hon.  A  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Faber,  E.  B.  (Hants,  W.) 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Ed. 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Robt.  Penrose- 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flower,  Ernest 


Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  P.  S.  (  Warwick,  8*  W. 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Gallowav,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbs,Hn.  A.  G.  H .  ( LityofLond. 
Gibbs,Hon.  Vicary  [St.  Albans) 
Gilhooly,  James 
Godson,SirAugustusFrederick 
Gore,  HnG.  R.  (J.Onnsby -(Salop 
Gore,Hn.  S.F.  OrmBby- (Line.) 
Gorst,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,Hon.  George  Joachim 
Gray,  Ernest  ( West  Ham) 
Grot  ton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thorn  a*  F. 
Hardy,  Laurence  (Kent,Ashfd 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Heath   James  {Staff ords,  N.  W 
Hipkman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hogg,  Lindsay 
Hornby.  Sir  William  H^nry 
Hoult.  Joseph 

Houldsworth.  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Howard,  Jno  (Kent.  Faver'hn* 
Howard,  J.(Midd.  Tottenham) 
Hudson,  George  Bicker steth 
Jebb.  Sir  Richard  Claverhous- 
Jeffreys. Rt. Hon.  Arthur  Fred. 
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Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Kemp,  Lieut. -Colonel  George  . 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Kenyon-Slanley,Col.  W .  {Salop 
Kerr,  John 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lambton,  Hon.  Fredk.  Wm. 
I^aurie,  Lieut. -General 
Liw,  Andrew  Bonar  {Glasgow) 
Lawrence.  Wm.  P.  {Liverpool 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  {Birkenhead) 
l^egge,  Col.  Hon.  Heueage 
Leveson-Gower,FrederickN.  S. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Coi.  Charles  W .  {Evesham 
Long.RtHon.  Walter(#ra<o/,S 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownie e 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.f  Eskdale) 
Lucaa,Col.  Francis  {Lowestoft) 
Lucas,  Reginald  J.  {Portsmouth 
Luodon,  W. 

Macdona,  John  Gumming 
MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
W\ver,Sir\jevri»{Fdin  burgh  IV 
M'Killop.James  {Stirlingshire) 
M'Killop,  W.  {Sligo  North) 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Maxwell,RtHnSirH.E(  WigVn 
Melville,  Bereeford  Valentine 
Meysey -Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mil  vain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  William  {Burnley) 
Montagu,  G.  {Huntingdon) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,  David  J(  Walthamstow 
Morgan,  Hn.  Fred .  {Monm'thsh. 
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Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,  Charles  J.  {Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nolan,  Col.  JohnP.  (GalwaytN. 
O'Dowd,  John 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O'Kelly,  J.  (Roscommon,  N.) 
O'Shaughneeey,  P.  J. 
Pease,  Herbert  F\ke(Darhngtin 
Peel,  H  n.  WniRobertWellesley 
Percy,  Earl 

Pilkinifton,  Colonel  Richard 
Piatt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Waller  R. 
Pretymaii,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Redmond,  Jn'.  E.  (WaUrford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Reid,  James  {Greenock) 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Ridley,Hon.M.  W .{Stalybridge 
Ridley  ,S.  Vorde{  Bethnal  Green 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  H.  (Hackney) 
Rolleston,  Sir  Jonn  F.  L. 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Rutherford,  John  {Lancashire) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel.  Harry  S.  {Limehouse) 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton(Z,*nco/«) 
Seely,Maj.J.E.B(/^o/fFiy^ 
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Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
S  haw -Stewart,  M.  H.(RenJrew) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Loui*  {Romford) 
Smith, Abel  H.(Hertford,East) 
Smith,  R.C{North'mb.  Tyneside 
Smith,  James  P&rker  [Lanark*. 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  {Lanes.) 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  Jn.  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Talbot,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  G.  {Oxford 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  E.  M. 
Tufnell,  Lieut. -Col.  Edward 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond.Rt.  HnSir  WilliamH. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Webb, Colonel  William  George 
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Williams,  0»mond{Merioneth) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 


Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  William  M' Arthur. 


Mr.  PEEL  (Manchester,  S.)  moved 
to  insert  in  line  8,  after  "  elementary,' ' 
the  word  ''schools."  He  thought  it 
wou'd  make  it  clearer  to  the  House  if 
he  read  that  portion  of  the  clause  in  the 
way  he  wished  to  amend  it.  It  would 
run  as  follows — 

"  All  public  elementary  schools  provided  by 
the  local  education  authority  within  the  area 
of  any  metropolitan  borough  shall  have  a 
body  of  managers,  the  number  of  those 
managers  and  the  manner  in  which  schools,  in 
cases  where  it  is  desirable,  should  be  grouped 
under  one  body  of  managers,  or  placed  under 
more  than  one  body  of  manage?  8,  shall  be 
determined  by  the  council  of  each  borough 
after  consultation  with  the  local  education 
authority,  and  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Education." 

The  House  would  see  that  this  Amend- 
ment was  the  first  of  two  or  three 
Amendments  which  were  of  the  nature 
of  drafting  Amendments.  He  wanted 
to  make  it  perfectly  clear  that  in  certain 
cases  two  or  more  schools  could  be 
grouped  under  one  body  of  managers ; 
that  in  other  cases — and  he  had  no 
doubt  there  were  many,  because  owing 
to  the  large  number  of  children  in  some 
of  these  schools  it  would  not  be  possible 
to  group  them— each  school  would  have 
a  separate  body  of  managers  ;  and  that 
in  some  cases  there  would  be  liberty  for 
some  schools  to  have  more  than  one  body 
of  managers.  The  substantial  Amend-' 
ment  which  he  wished  to  introduce 
was  in  the  words,  "  after  consultation 
with  the  local  authority."  Under  the, 
clause  as  it  stood  the  duty  of  settling 
the  number  of  managers  and  the  way 
in  which  the  schools  were  to  be  grouped 
was  to  rest  with  the  Borough  Councils. 
But  as  the  whole  duty  of  education  had 
been  cast  upon  the  London  County 
Council  he  thought  it  might  be  better, 
both  with  a  view  to  further  delegation 
of  authority  to  managers  and  the 
smooth  working  of  the  Bill,  that  the 
local  education  authority  should  be 
called  in  for  consultation  and  should 
have  something  to  say  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  these  schools  should  be  grouped, 
and  the  number  of  managers  that  should 


be  placed  on  the  Board  of  management. 
Thus,  although  the  initiative  would 
come  from  the  Borough  Councils  them- 
selves, he  thought  it  should  be  possible 
for  the  local  authority  to  make  any 
suggestion  it  might  like,  and  that  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Board  should  be  arranged 
between  them  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  Board  of  Education.  They  ought 
then  to  be  able  to  arrive  at  some  agree- 
ment which  would  satisfy  all  parties, 
and  which  would  not  at  the  same  time 
take  away  from  the  Borough  Councils 
the  power  of  having  an  interest  in  the 
education  of  London.  He  thought  it  was 
essential  that  the  local  education  authority 
should  have  some  power  under  the 
statute  of  intervening  and  saying  what 
its  opinion  was  as  to  the  managing  body, 
the  grouping  of  schools,  and  the  number 
of  managers  on  these  particular  boards. 
That  was  the  only  substantial  alteration 
that  he  wished  to  make  in  that  portion 
of  the  clause,  and  if  he  might  be  allowed 
to  do  so  he  sliould  like  to  move  all  those 
Amendments  together.     (Cries  of  "No.") 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :  We  must  take  them 
in  the  order  in  which  they  appear  on  the 
Paper. 

Mr.  PEEL :  I  beg  to  move  the  first 
Amendment 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  8,  after  the  word  '  elemen- 
tary,' to  insert  the  word  'schools.'  "—{Mr. 
Peel.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
'schools '  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  said  he  did 
not  know  how  far  the  acceptance  of  this 
Amendment  might  commit  them  to  the 
acceptance  of  other  Amendments.  He 
thought  the  hon.  Baronet  representing 
the  Government  would  have  risen  now 
to  discuss  the  main  question.  He  asked 
whether  it  was  to  be  discussed  on  this 
Amendment  or  the  subsequent  ones. 
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Mr.  BKYCE  said  this  was  a  drafting 
Amendment  which  was  quite  independent, 
-and,  therefore,  by  accepting  it  they 
were  not  by  any  means  committed  to 
the  further  Amendments. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

Mr.  MANSFIELD  (Lincolnshire,  Spald- 
ing) moved  to  leave  out  the  words  "pro- 
vided schools "  in  the  first  line  of  the 
clause.  This  raised  the  whole  broad  question 
whether  provided  and  non-provided  schools 
in  the  Metropolis  should  be  managed 
under  one  management  and  on  the  same 
"basis.  He  knew  it  would  be  said  that 
•under  the  Act  of  last  year  a  distinction 
was  made,  but  that  was  a  distinction 
"which  had  not  been  successful,  and  the 
friction  in  the  country  had  been  very 
largely  due  to  the  fact  that  there  had 
been  such  a  distinction  made,  and  that  all 
the  schools  under  educational  authorities 
had  not  been  put  on  the  same  basis. 
If  the  Government  really  wished  that 
Act,  as  applied  to  London,  to  be  a 
-success,  he  thought  they  would  very 
readily  accept  his  Amendment.  Hon. 
Members  on  the  other  side  had  not  been 
slow  to  bear  tribute  to  the  fact  that  the 
County  Council,  had  behaved  well  to  the 
•denominational  schools  in  London.  If 
that  was  so,  the  denominational  schools 
might  well  leave  themselves  in  the  hands 
.of  the  County  Council  in  future,  and  let 
them  have  one  system  of  management 
throughout  the  whole  area,  whether 
relating  to  one  set  of  schools  or  another. 
The  education  authority  was  charged 
•with  the  responsibility  for  all  secular 
education,  and,  being  so  charged,  they 
ought  to  have  the  power  of  management 
in  all  the  schools.  Of  course  it  would  be 
urged  that  the  trust  deeds  were  such  that 
the  managers  should  be  appointed  by  the 
trust.  It  would  also  be  urged  that  the 
religious  atmosphere  must  be  maintained 
in  the  schools,  and  that  the  schools 
having  been  built  for  all  time,  the  de- 
nomination should  have  the  control  of 
the  management.  As  he  understood  the 
Prime  Minister,  that  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man considered  that  these  matters  were 
of  very  small  importance;  that  they 
should  be  considered  from  an  educational 
standpoint.  The  Prime  Minister  also 
lamented  that  they  on  that  side  of  the 
House  had  introduced  sectarianism  into 
.those     debates,     and     that     they     had 


jnot  approached  the  subject  from  a 
1  purely  educational  point  of  view. 
]  The  Prime  Minister  also  calmly  claimed 
that  there  was  a  monopoly  on  the  Govern- 
ment side  of  the  House  in  regarding  this 
subject  from  a  purely  educational  point 
of  view.  Well,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  so  anxious  to  approach  this 
subject  from  a  purely  educational  point 
of  view — an  anxiety  shown  by  his 
absence  from  the  House  —  he  asked 
the  Government  whether  it  would  not 
be  better  to  have  one  authority, 
one  management,  to  have  control  of  the 
schools  under  their  supervision  1  During 
the  past  week  a  case  had  arisen  which 
gave  point  to  his  Amendment.  In  a 
school  which  came  under  the  control  of 
the  managers  so  appointed,  a  curate  was 
giving  denominational  teaching  to  the 
scholars.  The  time  set  apart  for  de- 
nominational teaching  was  finished  at 
half-past  nine  o'clock  and  the  teaoher 
pointed  this  out  to  the  curate.  The 
curate  continued,  and  after  a  time,  the 
teacher  again  pointed  out  that  the  time 
for  denominational  instruction  had 
{ expired.  The  curate  still  went  on,  and 
when  the  teacher  once  more  protested 
against  the  curate  taking  up  the  time 
for  secular  instruction,  lie  was  reported 
by  the  curate  to  the  managers  appointed 
under  last  year's  Act  and  had  since 
been  dismissed.  It  was  understood  that 
the  dismissal  was  on  account  of  the 
teacher  being  insolent  to  the  curate  ;  but 
it  would  be  interesting  to  know — though 
it  was  not  known — what  the  curate 
said  to  the  teacher  and  what  the  teacher 
said  to  the  curate.  A  different  conclusion 
might  then  be  arrived  at  as  to  who  was 
|  insolent.  One  thing  was  certain,  that  if 
there  was  to  be  a  body  of  managers  set 
up— two-thirds  of  whom  were  elected  by 
I  the  trustees  and  one-third  by  the 
educational  authority — there  would  be 
eternal  friction  and  trouble  all  along  the 
line.  In  the  interests  of  education  pure 
and  simple,  he  asked  the  Government  to 
accept  his  Amendment.  He  begged  to 
move. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page   1,  line  8,  leave  out  the  words, 
I  '  provided  schools.' "— ( M r.  Mamjield.) 

Question   proposed,    "That  the   word 
I '  provided '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 
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♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  that  just 
now  they  had  been  told  that  the  scheme 
ot  management  which  had  been  settled 
last  year  was  one  which  should  not  be 
departed  from ;  but  now  they  came  to 
a  scheme  of  management  applicable  to 
another  sort  of  school,  the  conditions  of 
which  were  discussed  at  infinitely  greater 
length,  and  they  were  asked  to  upset 
one  of  the  principal  features  of  the  Act 
of  last  year  by  the  omission  of  the  word 
"  provided."  That  was  to  say,  that  all 
the  voluntary  schools  of  London  were  to 
be  under  the  management  of  the  local 
education  authority.  It  would  be  im- 
possible for  him  to  go  at  length  into  the 
struggle  of  last  year  or  the  various  con- 
siderations brought  before  the  House 
which  determined  the  relation  of  the 
numbers,  in  these  various  schemes,  of 
the  foundation  managers  and  those  ap- 
pointed by  the  local  education  authority. 
What  lay  at  the  root  of  that  settlement 
was    the    admission — he    thought    the 

feneral   admission- -that  there  was  no 
esire  that  the  schools  should  be  other 
than  denominational — that  the  voluntary 
schools— Roman       Catholic,     Anglican, 
Wesleyan — should     retain    their    char- 1 
acter  ;  and  th'e  only  question  was  the  I 
method  by  which  this  maintenance  of 
character  could  be  secured.    The  House  | 
determined,  after  long  debates,  that  a 
two-thirds    majority   on    the    board    of 
management   was    practically    the   only 
security  for  the  continuance  of  teaching 
of  a   denominational   character,    which 
would  retain  the  denominational  origin 
and  nature  of  the  school.     From  that 
settlement  he  was  not  now  prepared  to 
depart.     The   conditions    under    which 
these  schools  were  to  be  retained  were 
fixed    after    great    debate    during    the 
autumn    session — that   the    secular   in- 
struction was  to   be  entirely  under  the 
local      education     authority,     and     the 
religious  instruction  under  the  foundation 
managers — and  were  most  carefully  set 
forth  in  Section  7  of  last  year's  Act ;  and 
to  accept  the  Amendment  would  involve  I 
an  alteration  of  the  whole  relation  of  the 
voluntary    schools   to    the    local   educa- 
tion authority.     It  would  be  quite  im- 1 
possible     to    alter     the     conditions    of  I 
management     and      hand      over      the 
voluntary   schools  to   the    management  I 
of     the      local     education      authority. 
He    understood  that  the    hon.    Member  I 


1  thought  that  great  trouble  would  arise 
if  the  system  of  management  adopted 
last  year  was  preserved  in  the  present 
Bill.  The  hon.  Gentleman  told  a  story 
about  a  teacher  who  had  suffered  in  jus 
tice  at  the  hands  of  a  curate,  but  if  the 
hon.  Gentleman  looked  at  the  Act  of 
last  year  he  would  see  that  that  sort  of 
injustice  could  not  be  perpetrated  under 
the  provisions  of  the  7th  Clause. 

Mr.  MANSFIELD  said  that  the  in- 
justice was  perpetrated  quite  recently 
under  the  provisions  of  last  year's  Act. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  that,  if 
the  case  was  quite  recent,  he  hoped  that 
they  had  not  yet  heard  the  end  of  the 
story.  The  control  of  the  local  education 
authority  was  complete  as  regarded  secular 
instruction,  and  as  regarded  religious 
instruction  the  teacher  could  only  be 
dealt  with  by  the  managers.  He  quite 
admitted  that  the  hon.  Member  might 
be  right  in  saying  that  the  arrange- 
ment of  last  year  was  not  universally^ 
acted  upon,  but  he  was  not  prepared, 
at  this  stage  of  the  Bill,  after 
the  short  experience  they  had  had 
of  the  working  of  the  Act  of  last  year, 
to  depart  from  the  settlement  then 
arrived  at  after  full  discussion. 

Mr.  Y  OX  ALL  said  he  hoped  the 
House  would  not  deal  too  strongly 
with  the  Act  of  last  year  in  retaining 
all  its  features.  The  intention  in  this 
Bill  was  to  apply  the  Education 
Act  cf  1902  to  London  "so  far  as  ap- 
plicable, and  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
this  Act."  It  was  urged  that  they 
should  apply  a  different  local  manage** 
ment  to  the  non-provided  schools  where 
they  existed  over  a  scattered  area,  to  that 
for  the  provided  schools  where  they  did 
exist.  But  that  could  not  be  ap- 
plicable to  the  area  of  London,  where 
there  was  a  provided  school  at  one 
end  of  the  street  and  a  non-provided 
gchool  at  the  other  end.  The  argument 
might  be  true  of  a  rural  area,  but  could 
not  be  true  of  a  London  area.  It  was 
laid  down  by  the  Act  ot  last  year  that 
a  non-provided  school  which  made 
certain  provision  of  rent-free  premises 
for  the  use  of  the  local  education 
authority  might  be  a  denominational 
school ;  and  he  did  not  think   that  the 
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Amendment  of  his  hon.  friend  would  >  for  structural  alterations.  He  prophesied 
alter  that  provision,  although  it  would  !  that  the  Board  of  Education  would  be 
make  the  management  wholly  public.  I  besieged  with  repudiations  of  expendi- 
The  denominational  instruction,  so  dear  J  ture  from  time  to  time  on  the  part  of  the 
to  the  hearts  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  four  denominational  and  the  two  public 
would  not  have  been  in  danger  if  the  \  managers  respectively,  and  all  sorts  of 
schools  were  wholly  under  public  control;  i  practical  difficulties  would  arise.  But 
while,  from  the  point  of  view  of  educa-  apart  from  the  question  of  machinery 
tional  efficiency,  the  avoidance  of  friction,  there  was  the  graver  question  of  the  in- 
and  the  uniformity  of  administration, ,  justice  involved  in  this  preferential 
the  Amendment  of  his  hon.  friend  was  '  treatment.  The  Government  had  never 
highly  desirable.  The  ecclesiastical  understood  why  the  man  in  the  street, 
influence,  so  manifest  last  year,  had  pro-  who  was  not  very  keen  about  the  form 
roundly  modified  the  details  of  the ',  of  religious  instruction,  recognised  that 
clause  in  the  present  Bill.  It  might  be  I  this  preferential  treatment  was 
the  case  that  the  clergy  were  not  the  '  scandalously  unjust  The  total  mainten- 
professional  friends  of  the  denominational  ance  per  child  was  60s. — to  bring  it  up  to 
schools  in  London,  but  he  could  say  that  the  level  of  the  provided  school — and  how 
the  teachers  in  the  denominational  was  that  made  up  1  The  denoroina- 
schools  in  London— men  who  had  worked  j  tionalists,  if  they  took  the  Government's 
very  hard,  with  very  poor  remuneration,  own  Returns,  were  to  find  2s.  a  year  per 
men  who  had  sacrificed  much,  and  whose  '  child,  and  the  value  of  the  building  which 
privations  had  made  it  possible  for  these  <  the  public  desired  to  use  was  3s.  per 
schools  to  go  on  in  the  past — were  dis-  child,  making  a  total  of  5s.  per  child  per 
tinctlyin  favour  of  the  management  of  the  j  year,  so  that  the  public  found  55s.  out  of 
non-provided  schools  coming  under  the  I  60s.  and  the  denominationalists  5&  There- 
same  management  as  the  provided  schools,  fore  the  man  in  the  street  said  the 
The  non-provided  schools  were  managed  public  found  eleven-twelfths,  and  the 
very  badly  indeed  as  a  rule.  There '  denominationalist  one-twelfth.  The 
would  be  under  this  proposal  a  grouping  result  was  that  the  public,  which  was  to 
•of  schools  under  some  other  body  of  have  eleven-twelfths  of  the  financial 
managers,  and  they  would  have  the  obligation,  was  to  have  only  four-twelfths 
London  Diocesan  Board  supervising  and  of  the  management,  while  the  de- 
controlling the  denominational  schools  :  nomi nationalists,  who  had  one-twelfth  of 
of  London  in  a  sectarian  way,  thus  the  financial  obligation,  were  to  have 
promoting  friction  and  difficulties.  His  eight-twelfths  of  the  management, 
hon.  friend  had  introduced  a  most  That  was  the  issue ;  it  was  that  which 
valuable  Amendment,  which  he  should  had  caused  the  irritation  throughout  the 
Shave  great  pleasure  in  supporting.  country,  and  it  was  that  which  would 

bring  about   the   ultimate    breakdown. 

t^      xt  a  ^vr .  w  .  ^  k         . ,    ,  The  public  were  not  going  to  have  that 

Dr.     MACNAMARA     said    he    was   arrangement 
•extremely  obliged  to  his  hon.  friend  for       _,       T  _  _         .. 

moving  this  important  Amendment  He  The  London  County  Council  had 
should  have  thought  that  the  Secretary  earnestlv  ^  protested  against  being 
to  the  Board  of  Education  might  have  ^quired  by  law  to  levy  rates  to 
•consulted  the  members  of  the  Govern-  ta  »PP"«*  >n  *•  maintenance  of  de- 
ment to  see  whether  this  suggestion  nominational  schools,  and  had  urged  the 
-could  not  be  accepted  as  a  happy  issue  '  Government  to  withdraw  the  Bill, 
out  of  the  crave  difficulties  bv  which  the  ■  malnlv    because     of     this    preferential 


out  of  the  grave  difficulties  by  which  the  t  -     t  .       - 

preferential  management  of  non-provided  system  of  denominational  management, 
schools  would  be  accompanied.  The  TY\e  Government  desired  to  help 
scheme  of  four  denominational  and  two  '  ™hmtary  schools  and  to  get  rid  of  the 
public  managers  was  unworkable ;  it  had  ,  voluntary  element,  and  so  did  he  ;  but 
^]y.»»A„  »^A  4.^  u-  ♦ -^  4.x.  4.  4.u  they  could  not  do  it  m  this  way.  He 
L*     *  ^notice   that   the    fa  JQO  d(mbt  thftt  if  ^  Bm       ^  ag 

gravest  difficulty  was  felt  id  many  of  the  !  he  8upp08ed  it  would,  they  would  have  a 
large  towns.  There  would,  for  instance,  resolution  of  the  London  County  Council 
be  great  difficulties  as  to  paying  the  bill ,  resolutely  declining,  on  this  ground,  to 
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carry  the  law  into  effect ;  and  when  the 
County  Council  election  took  place  next 
March  he  had  no  doubt  that  an  enor- 
mous majority  would  be  returned  in 
favour  of  refusing  to  spend  rates  to  find 
eleven-twelfths  of  the  money  in  return 
for  only  four-twelfths  o£  the  managers. 
Some  Government,  if  not  this,  would 
have  to  determine  that  the  local 
authority  responsible  for  the  money 
should  have  the  entire  control  of  the 
management.  The  Government  were 
really  doing  a  very  bad  day's  work  for 
the  denominational  schools;  they  would 
not  get  the  money,  and  much  irritation 
and  controversy  would  be  set  up.  He 
did  not  know  whether  the  Prime 
Minister  had  yet  heard  of  the  Albert 
Hall  meeting,  but  that  meeting  and  the 
Hyde  Park  demonstration  proved  con 
clusively  that  there  was  a  very  powerful 
volume  of  feeling  in  London  against  the 
proposal  of  the  Government.  He  desired 
to  see  the  voluntary  schools  adequately 
financed  but  they  could  not  do  it  in  this 
way,  and  those  who  were  pushing 
this  proposal,  irrespective  of  public 
opinion,  were  doing  the  cause  they  had 
at  heart  a  very  ill  service.  The  only 
legitimate  ground  upon  which  they 
could  put  this  scheme  was  that  the 
public  authority  must  have  the  whole 
control.  If  some  denominational  schools 
went  by  the  board  because  of  bad 
management  then  they  must  go  and 
provide  their  own  money,  but  if  those 
schools  were  maintained  by  public 
money  they  must  be  under  public 
control.  He  thought  the  Government 
were  ill-advised  not  to  close  with  an  offer 
of  this  sort,  which  would  leave  the 
denominational  schools  just  as  denomina- 
tional, but  would  give  them  proper 
finances  and  place  them  under  proper 
control. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  said  he  thought  that 
some  faint  signs  of  grace  might  be 
detected  in  the  last  words  of  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Education.  He 
said  he  was  not  prepared  to  alter  the 
arrangement  with  regard  to  voluntary 
schools.  He  thought  perhaps  he  was 
already  beginning  to  understand  how 
hopelessly  impossible  that  arrangement 
was,  and  was  beginning  to  see  that 
either  he  or  someone .  else  would  before  ' 

JM  Macnamara. 


I  very  long  have  to  radically  alter  what  he 
I  had  called  "  the  settlement  of  last  year," 
I  but  what  they  declared  to   be  the  un~ 
settlement     of    last    year.      The    hon. 
Baronet  also  said  that   he  was  not  quite 
|  sure  that  he  understood  the  effect  of 
his    hon.     friend's     Amendment.       He 
would  suggest  a  very  simple  illustration 
which  would   make  it   quite  clear — he 
alluded  to  the  provision  of  the  Jewish 
schools  in  the  Metropolis  at  the  present 
time.      There    they     had    an    instance 
of     a    separate     religious     community 
I  with  their  excellent   schools  under  the 
I  control   of   the  London    School    Board, 
land     that    arrangement     had    worked 
I  with  excellent  results  for   many  yean. 
I  The     School     Board      appointed     the 
I managers;    there     were     no     objection- 
able religious  tests,  and  they  appointed 
I  Jewish  teachers  to  teach  in  those  schools. 
[The  hon.  Baronet  knew  perfectly   well 
that  this  arrangement   worked    with   a. 
I  most   excellent  success,  and  what  they 
were  offering  now  was  the  last  chance  to- 
I  the  Government  of  anything  like  a  real 
|  settlement  of  this  very  debatable  question 
in  London,  namely,  that  the  Government 
should  put  denominational  schools  in  the 
same   position  as  Jewish  schools,   which 
had   been   worked   so   satisfactorily    for 
many  years.     He  did   not  know  where 
the     representatives     of     the      Jewish 
community  in  the   House  were   at  that 
moment,  but  he  suspected  they  were  on 
|  the  •  Terrace.      Had   they   been    present 
probably  they  would  have  had  the  hon. 
Member  for  Limehouse  voting   for   this 
Amendment.     He   thought  those   repre- 
senting the  Jewish  community  ought  at 
least    to    come    and    support    them    in 
obtaining    the    same    arrangement     for 
other  less-favoured  religious  communities. 
There    was    another    point    which    had 
entirely     escaped     the     hon.     Baronet's 
attention.    He  alluded  to  the  new  by-law, 
which    made    all  the   difference   in    the 
world.        It     gave     the     possibility    of 
preserving  that  inalienable  right  of  the 
parents,  about  which  they  heard  so  much* 
last  year,  without  interfering  with    the 
principle  of  public  management.     If  the 
Government  would  give  them  that  by-law- 
and  public  management  they  would  be* 
satisfied,   and   they   could   at   least  join 
hands  with  hon.  Members  on  the  other 
side  in  working  for  education  apart  from 
those  wretched  religious  questions.     The: 
imposition  of  religious  tests  in  privately 
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managed  schools  which  were  to  be  sup- 
ported by  public  funds  was  bound  to 
introduce  irritation  and  friction  into 
their  educational  system.  This  Amend- 
ment made  it  possible  for  the 
Government,  in  the  case  of  London, 
not  only  to  get  rid  of  the  religious 
difficulty,  but  to  make  an  experiment 
in  London  which  they  thought  might  be 
a  solution  of  this  question  so  far  as  the 
rest  of  the  country  was  concerned.  If 
the  Government  had  only  sufficient 
courage  to  accept  the  offer  now  held  out 
to  them  on  this  occasion,  they  might  not 
only  save  themselves  from  making  a 
mistake  in  the  education  of  London  but 
they  might  also  find  a  way  of  salva- 
tion for  themselves  out  of  the  imbroglio 
into  which  they  had  got.  Otherw  se 
nothing  could  save  them  but  their 
dissolution.  He  trusted  the  faint  signs 
of  grace  apparent  in  the  last  words 
of  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Education  would  grow  and  flourish 
l>efore  this  Amendment  was  put  to  a 
division,  and  that  the  Government  would 
accept  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  said  his  hon. 
friend  behind  him  had  done  good  service 
to  the  House  and  the  country  by  raising 
this  question  as  regarded  London.  He 
could  not  share  the  sanguine  hopes  of  his 
hon.  friend.  They  could  not  expect 
the  Government  to  change  now,  but  this 
Amendment  gave  them  an  opportunity  of 
entering  their  protest  against  the  system 
adopted  last  year  and  now  extended  to 
London.  The  statement  of  the  hon. 
Baronet  that  he  gathered  that  the  system 
of  nominating  managers  to  the  voluntary 
schools  was  almost  universally  agreed  to, 
was  most  astonishing,  because  the  hon. 
Baronet  must  be  aware  there  was  the 
strongest  possible  protest  against  it,  and 
against  the  payment  of  rates  without  a 
proper  representation  on  the  management. 
And  these  protests  would  be  accentuated 
in  the  case  of  London.  He  would  be  ex- 
tremely glad  to  have  this  question  settled 
on  terms  satisfactory  to  the  denomina- 
tional schools  as  well  as  to  the  country  at 
large.  There  was  no  desire  to  deprive 
the  schools  of  their  denominational 
teachers,  but  from  the  point  of  view  of 
representation  and  efficiency  they  ought 
to  be  under  the  control  of  the  local 
authority.  He  was  afraid  this  feeling 
was  even  more  acute  in  London  than  in 


the  country,  having  regard  to  the  re- 
solution of  the  London  County  Council 
which  had  been  read,  that  they  would  not 
give  London  rates  to  schools  not  under 
the  education  authority.  That  would 
seriously  add  to  the  difficulties  of  the 
London  schools.  On  these  grounds  he 
hoped  the  Government  would  accept  the 
Amendment 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITE  said  he  was 
sorry  that  the  Government  were  deter- 
mined to  keep  this  provision  in  the  Bill, 
because  it  showed  that  they  had  learnt 
nothing  from  the  operation  of  the  Act 
of  last  year  in  the  country.  Nothing  had 
caused  greater  friction  throughout  the 
country  up  to  the  present  than  this 
question  of  the  appointment  of  managers. 
The  Prime  Minister  had  charged  them 
with  raising  sectarian  rather  than  denomi- 
national questions  on  this  question,  but 
that  question  was  raised  by  the  Bill  it- 
self, and  they  were  not  responsible  for  it 
in  any  way.  He  could  give  many  in- 
stances where  schools  under  the  Act  of 
last  year  had  become  absolutely  sectarian, 
which  was  extremely  objectionable  to 
those  who  had  to  pay  the  rates.  All 
these  schools  were  equally  maintained 
out  of  the  rates,  and  when  the  rate- 
payers— many  of  whom  were  Noncon- 
formists— found  the  whole  control  going 
into  the  hands  of  one  body,  it  naturally 
excited  all  kinds  of  strife  and  contention. 
The  Prime  Minister,  if  he  read  the  news- 
papers and  knew  what  was  going  on  in 
the  country,  could  not  possibly  believe 
that  real  good  educational  work  was  being 
done  under  this  system.  It  began  with 
strife,  and  educational  work  could  only 
be  carried  on  effectively  by  the  good-will 
of  the  people.  What  was  proceeding 
under  this  Bill  1  He  went  through  one 
of  our  great  towns  a  short  while  ago, 
and  he  was  told,  in  answer  to  inquiries 
he  made  of  a  friend  who  was  one  of  the 
managers  of  the  schools,  that  under  this 
system  of  management  the  clergyman 
assumed  to  take  the  chair  by  right; 
that  he  was  appointed  treasurer;  that 
he  was  appointed  correspondent;  and 
also  to  check  the  register,  and  nobody 
else  had  any  right  to  look  into  the  affairs 
of  the  schools.  Under  those  circum- 
stances his  friend  doubted  whether  it  was 
any  use  attending  any  further  meetings. 
As  long  as  the  system  embodied  in  the 
clause  existed  the  friction  would  con- 
tinue, and  the  educational  interests  of  the 
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children  suffer.  Many  of  the  opponents 
of  the  Bill  had  devoted  to  the  work  of 
education  more  years  than  the  Prime 
Minister  had  hours,  and  yet,  because  they 
stood  up  to  defend  the  rights  of  conscience, 
they  were  charged  with  being  the 
advocates  of  sectarianism.  It  was  because 
they  believed  that  sectarianism  stood  in 
the  way  of  educational  progress,  and 
that  as  long  as  sectarianism  was  pro- 
moted by  such  Bills  as  that  under  dis 
cussion  educational  progress  was  impos- 
sible, that  they  felt  bound  to  make  their 
protest.  They  would  be  only  too  glad 
to  discuss  the  question  on  purely  educa- 
tional grounds,  but  they  had  to  perform 
a  primary  duty  from  which  they  would 
not  shrink,  whatever  the  attitude  of  the 
Government  might  be. 

Mr.  LOUGH  said  the  question  had 
been  argued  as  though  the  Act  of  1902 
was  being  exactly  followed,  and  the  hon. 
Baronet  had  resisted  the  Amendment  on 
the  ground  that  the  House  arrived  at  a 
decision  on  the  point  last  year.  It  should 
oe  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  there 
was  no  parallel  in  the  Act  of  1902  for 
the  course  that  was  being  followed  in 
London.  The  Borough  Councils  were  to 
have  no  right  whatever  of  appointing 
any  managers  in  connection  with  the 
schools  not  provided  by  the  local  authority 
That  was  a  complete  departure  from  the 
Act  of  last  year.  The  Amendment  would 
secure  unity  of  management.  The  argu- 
ment constantly  used  last  year  was  that 
a  majority  of  the  managers  of  the  volun- 
tary schools  must  be  appointed  by  the 
trustees  because  a  majority  of  the 
children  in  the  country  were  educated  in 
voluntary  schools.  In  London  the  case 
was  different.  In  every  area  there  would 
be  voluntary  schools  over  which  the 
Borough  Councils  would  not  have  the 
slightest  control.  The  Amendment 
would  supply  the  necessary  link  between 
the  voluntary  schools  and  the  Borough 
Councils.  The  matter  might  be  com- 
promised by  allowing  the  Borough 
Councils  to  appoint  two  managers. 

*  Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  that 
under  the  Bill  the  situation  would  be  the 
sam e  as  under  the  Principal  Act — the 
County  Council  would  appoint  one 
manager,  and  the  Borough  Council  as  the 

Mr.  George  Whiit. 


minor  local  authority  would  appoint  one 
manager. 


Mr.  LOUGH  thought  the  Government 
might  go  a  little  farther,  considering 
the  circumstances  of  the  London  case, 
and  give  the  Borough  Councils  two 
managers  without  reducing  the  number 
appointed  by  the  County  Council. 


!      Mr.  SPEAR  (Devonshire,  Tavistock) 
appealed  to  the  Parliamentary  Secretary 
to  do  something  to  meet  the  case  under 
!  discussion.       He    ventured    when    last 
•  year's   Bill   was  in  Committee  to   urge 
the  desirability  of  giving  greater  popular 
representation   on    the    Committees   of 
Management,  and    he  ventured  to   say 
that  the  experience  of   the  working  of 
the  U02  Act  had  so  far  showed  that  to 
,  be   the   chief   blot    on    the   Bill.      The 
!  denominational  character  of  t  he  scho<  Is 
could   be  safely  preserved    by  a  special 
clause,    and    the     broader    and     more 
democratic   was    the   management    the 
better   it  would  be  for  the  schools  and 
the  public    as    well.     As  one  who  was 
very    hopeful   of    the   working  of   last 
years   Act,    he  believed    there    was    no 
.alternative   to   its    main   lines    if    they 
desired   to    co-ordinate    education.      As 
!  one  who  supported  that  Bill,  he  appealed 
I  to  the  Government  to  do  something  to 
meet  the  strong   feeling  that  had  been 
,  aroused  in  some  districts  on  this  matter. 
He    wished,    as    a    Nonconformist,    to 
dissociate     himself     entirely    from    the 
i  movement  of   passive  resistance   which 
I  had  taken  place  in  certain  parts  of  the 
I  country.    The    Bill    was    something   in 
,  the   nature  of   a   compromise.     It   was 
impossible  to  produce  a  perfect  measure 
;  at  first,  but  where   there   were  defects, 
I  there  was  always   a  constitutional  way 
of   remedying  them.     He  claimed    that 
\  Nonconformists    had     done     much    to 
;  further  the  religious  life  and  education 
I  of  the  country,  and  he  objected  to  the 
!  fair    fame  of  Nonconformity    being  be- 
|  smirched  by  the  methods  of  the  passive 
I  resistance    movement.      At     the     same 
time,  he  felt  that  there  was  some  griev- 
ance, but,  having  regard  to  the  complete 
control  exercised  by  the  County  Council, 
he   hoped   that   the    Bill    would    work 
fairly  well,  notwithstanding  the  illogical 
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composition  of  the  Committee  of  Manage- 
ment. He  again  appealed  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  give  more  popular  representation 
on  the  Committee  of  Management. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS  (Glamorgan- 
shire, Mid)  said  that  if  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Tavistock  Division  spoke  as  a  Non- 
conformist he  surely  would  not  object  to 
anybody  following  the  dictates  of  his 
conscience  in  a  matter  of  this  sort.  In 
that  case,  where  did  the  "  besmirching  " 
come  in  ?  It  was  the  fair  fame,  not  of 
Nonconformity,  but  of  the  Government, 
that  was  being  besmirched.  It  had  been 
frequently  argued  that  outside  the  House 
there  was  no  feeling  whatever  on  the 
question  of  sectarianism,  but  recent  ex- 
perience showed  that  the  strongest  pos- 
sible feeling  existed  in  the  country  on 
the  matter,  and  that  it  was  not  manu- 
factured for  the  purposes  of  debate.  It 
was  necessary  that  the  Government 
should  face  that  fact.  If  they  thought 
the  movement  was  merely  temporary  and 
would  soon  die  down,  they  were  pro- 
bably right  in  pursuing  the  same  course 
now  as  in  the  Act  of  1902.  But  he 
thought  that  could  hardly  be  their  view. 
They  must  realise  that  there  was  such  a 
depth  of  feeling  among  Nonconformists 
as  would  carry  on  the  movement  with 
renewed  force,  and  that  there  was  no ' 
prospect  of  it  coming  to  an  end  in  the  I 
immediate  future.  That  being  so,  surely  , 
it  would  be  better  to  accept  the  situation, 
and  deal  with  it  in  regard  to  this  Bill. 
Did  the  Government  desire  the  passive 
resistance  movement  to  extend  to  Lon- 
don ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  remarks  the 
hon.  Member  was  now  making  would  be 
more  appropriate  to  the  Third  Reading 
of  the  Bill. 


Mr.    SAMUEL    EVANS 
point    he    desired    to   make 


said     the 
was     that 


the  extension  of  the  movement  would 
probably  be  avoided  if  the  popular 
control  of  the  schools  was  extended. 
What  would  the  London  County  Council 
do  ]  Several  County  Councils,  certainly 
in  Wales,  had  decided  not  to  put  the  Act 
into  operation  so  far  as  the  voluntary 
schools  were  concerned  unless  popular 
control  were  given.  The  hon.  Baronet 
had  been  forewarned  in  this  matter. 
When  a  body  like  the  London  County 
Council  declared  its  intention  beforehand 
it  was  pertinent  to  consider  whether  the 
Amendment  was  worthy  of  support  or 
not.  The  London  County  Council 
expressed,  by  eighty  votes  against  twenty  - 
three,  its  deep  regret  that  the  Bill  failed 
to  provide  for  the  efficient  management 
of  education  or  for  popular  control,  and, 
by  sixty  votes  against  ten,  the  Council 
passed  a  resolution  protesting  strongly 
against  the  maintenance  of  schools  not 
under  public  control  out  of  public  funds 
and  the  payment  of  teachers  subject  to 
religious  tests.  That  was  a  frank  protest 
on  the  part  of  the  London  County 
Council,  which  was  to  be  called  upon  to 
administer  the  Act.  The  London  County 
Council  would,  according  to  the  hon. 
Baronet,  only  have  the  appointment  of 
one  out  of  six  managers.  The  Council 
protested  against  that  state  of  things ; 
and  he  felt  sure  that  if  the  hon.  Baronet 
pursued  the  course  indicated  in  the  clause 
he  would  have  the  opposition  to  the  Act 
of  last  year,  which  existed  up  and  down 
the  country,  repeated  in  London.  The 
Government  would  be  pursuing  a  wise 
policy,  in  their  own  interests  and 
in  the  interests  of  education,  if  they 
acknowledged  the  unwisdom  of  the 
boards  of  management  for  voluntary 
schools  proposed  in  last  year's  Act. 

Question  put. 

The  |  House     divided :— Ayes,     253 ; 
Noes,  130.     (Division  List  No.  15*.) 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Aird,  Sir  John 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold- Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon. 
Aubrey-Fletcher,Rt.  Hn.SirH. 


AYES. 

Bailey.  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balfour,  RtHon.  A.  J.{Manch'r) 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Hornsep 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (L»eds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benj. 


Beach,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  Hicks 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bhownararee.  Sir  M.  M. 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bowle*,Lt-Col.H  ¥.{Middle8ex 
Bowles,T.  Gibson  (LyiinRegi*) 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick.  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
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Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campbell,  Rt.  Hn  J.  A(Glasaow 
Carson,  Kt.  Hn.  Sir  Edward  H. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.  \V  .(Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  [Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Cham  berlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J .  (Birm 
Chapman,  Edward 
Caurcuill,  Winston  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddinffton,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Corien,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Right  Hon.  Jesse 
Colom  D,SirJ  otinCharles  Ready 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw  H.  Athoie 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Cox,  Irwin  Edwd.  Bainbridge 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Cullman,  J. 
Delany,  William 
Denny,  Colonel 
Devlin,Chas.  Ramsay  (Galway) 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edniond 
Dillon.  John 

Dimsdale.  Rt.Hn.  Sir  Joseph  C. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Di  xon-Hartland  ^SirFredDix'n 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Dorington,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  E. 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Esmond e,  Sir  Thomas 
Faber,  E.  B.  (Hants,  W.) 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hn.  Ailw>  n  Ed  ward 
Fergusson,Rt.  Hn  Sir  J. (Manttr 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Robt.  Penrose 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flower,  Ernest 
Flynn,  James  ChrUtopher 
Forsfr,  Henry  William 
Foster,Philip.S(  Warwick,S.  W 
F.sler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbs,  Hn.  Vicary  (St.  Albans 
Gilhooly,  James 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gordon,Hn  J  Y,(ElginandNaim 
Gore,HnG.  R  C  Ormsby  (Salop 
Gore,  Hn.  S.  F.  Ormsby-  (Line 
Gorst.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goschen,Hon.  George  Joachim 
Gould  ing,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  Sir  E.  W.  (Bury  St.  Ed. 
Greene,  W.  Raymond   (Combs 
G  ret  ton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
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Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 

Halsey.  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hamilton,  Rt  Hn  Ld.G.(Jfrfe 
Hardy  ,Laurence(lifenl  ,A  shfrd 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Heath,  James  (Staffs., N .W.) 
Henderson,  Sir  Alexander 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hobhoose,Rt.  BnK.  (Som'$'t,E 
Hogg,  Lindsay 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Houldsworth,  Sir.Wm.  Henry 
Howard,  Jno  (Kent,  Faver'hm 
Howard,  J.  (Midd.,  Tottenham 

Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fi-ed 
Jessel,  Capt,  Herbert  Merton 
Johnstone,  Heywood 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Kenyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  (Denbiah 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  W. (Salop 
Kerr,  John 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Knowlee,  Lees 

Lambton,  Hon.  Fredk.  Wm. 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow 
Lawrence,  Sir  Jos.  (Monm'th) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
LawBon,JoHnGrant(  Yorks.NR 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,  Frederick  N.S 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Col.  Charles  W.  (Evesham 
Long.Rt.  Hn.  Wal  t  ev(Bristol,S) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.  EshdaU) 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.  Jas.  (Kern) 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft 
Lucas,  Reg'ld  J.  (Portsmouth) 
Lundon,  W. 

Macdona,  John  Camming 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'lyer^irLew'^Edinbnrgh  W 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
M'Killop,  WT.  (Sligo,  North) 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  William  (Bvrnley) 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu,  Hon.  J  .&cott(ff ants. ) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (  Walthamstow) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thsh.) 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Avlmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray  ,KtHnA.Graham(J5u/e 
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Murray,  Chaa.  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray, Col.  Wyndham(BaA) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nolan,Col.  JohnP.  (Galway \N- 
O'Brien,  K.  (Tipperary,  Mid) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O' Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  A.) 
O'Kelly,  J.  (Roscommon,  N.) 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Mara,  James 

Peel.  Hn.  Wm.  R.  WelMLsy 
Pemoerton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,  Colonel  Richard 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Plurnmer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Ridley,Hon.M.  W.  (Stolybridge 
Ridley,  S.  F.  (Bethnal Green) 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thomson 
Rolens,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  H.  (Hackney) 
Holies  ton,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Scott.  Sir  S.  (Man//ebonetHr.) 
Seelv,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln 
Seely,Maj.  J.  E.  K(IsleofWight 
Shaw -Stewart,  M.  H.  (Renfrew 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  E.) 
Sm  i th.  H .  C ( North  %m  b  Tyneside 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanark*.) 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  {Lanes.) 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  M'Taggart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
TallK)t,Rt.Hn..I.C.(^;;Wr/uw 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  toxtcth) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Tufnell,  Lieut-Col.  Edward 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,Rt.Hn.SirWilliamH- 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Webb,  Colonel  \V  illiani  George 
Welby,Lt-Col.A.C.E(  Tawn/ow 
Whiteley,  H  .(Ashton-u.-Lyne) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Loid 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  \  YorkyE.  R~ 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wrilson-Todd,  Win.  H.  ( Yorluu 
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Wodehouse,  Rt.Hn.E.R(i*a*A 
Wondey  -Taylor,  Henry  V\  il»on 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.B.  Stuart 


{14  July  1903} 

Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  MajorW.  M. 
Young,  Samuel 


Education  Bill. 


634 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes  — 

Sir    Alexander    Acland- 

|         Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Allan,CharlesP.  (Glouc.Stroud 
Asher,  Alexander 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
A*quith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbt.  Hy. 
barlow,  John  Emmott 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Beaumont,  Wentworth,  C.  B. 
Black,  Alexander  William 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Brand,  Hon.  Arthur  G. 
Brigg,  John 
Broad  hurst,  Henry 
Brown,  George  M.  {Edinburgh 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
Campbell- Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Caaston,  Richard  Knight 
Clianning,  Franci*  Allston 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Ciemer,  William  Randal 
Crombie,  John  William 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Da  vies,  Alfred  [Carmarthen) 
Davies,  M.Vaughan-  (Cardign 
Dewar,  John  A.  {Inverness-shire 
Dilke,   Rt.   Hon.   Sir  Charles 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  {Lanark) 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Elibauk,  Master  of 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Evans,  Saml.  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fen  wick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Monro  (Leith 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmund 
Fo*ter,Sir  Michael  (Lond.  Univ 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Furness,  Sir  Christopher 


NOES 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Grant,  Corrie 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gordon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Harms  worth,  R.  Leicester 
Harwood,  George 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale 
Hayter,  Rt  Hon  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  H. 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Button,  Alfred  K  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
J  ones,  David  Brynmor(&i0'n«ea 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Langlev,  Batty 
Layland-Barratt,  Francia 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendail 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Mark  ham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mellor,  Rt.  Hn.  JohnWilliam 
Mitchell,Edw.  (FermanaghtN. 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  ( Carmarthen) 
Moulton,  George  Fletcher 
Newnee,  Sir  George 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Plulipps,  John  Wynford 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Price,  Robert  John 


Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 

Reid,Sir  R.Threahie(DumJries 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Bigg,  Riohard 
Rubens,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Runciman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shipm?n,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfar shirty 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spencer,  RtHn.  C.  U(NorthanU 
Strachey.  Sir  Edward 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.(Radcliffe) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  E. 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glam.,  B.) 
Thomas,  David  Alf  red(3fer*Ayr 
Thomas,  F.  Freeman  (Hastings- 
Thomson,  F.  W.  ( York,  W.  By 
Torokinscn,  James 
Tonlmin,  George 
Trevelyan.  Charles  Philips 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Warner  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,  Eugene(  Clackmannan^ 
Wason,  J.  Cathcart  (Orkney} 
Weir,  Jame*  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
Whiteley,  G.  (Fori.  W.  B.} 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  O.  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  F.W.  (Norfolk,  Midy 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  William  M' Arthur. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  1,  line  8,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'  schools,'  and  insert  the  words,  '  by  the  local 
education  authority.'" — (Mr.  Peel.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOND  moved  an  Amendment 
with  the  object  of  eliminating  the 
Borough  Councils  from  any  participation 
in  connection  with  the  work  of  the 
schools.  He  said  the  arguments  pjo  and 
con  were  well  known,  and  he  need  not 
trouble  the  House  at  any  length  respect- 
ing them.  The  amount  of  authority 
now  left  to  the  Borough  Councils  was 
so  small  and  ineffective  that  he  could 


not  believe  that  there  was  any  real1 
desire  on  their  part  to  retain  it,  and  it 
did  introduce  a  possible  element  of 
discord  in  the  constitution  proposed  to- 
be  set  up.  They  had  had  experience 
already  as  to  how  managers  should  be 
appointed.  They  had  been  appointed 
by  the  School  Board,  and,  so  far  as  he 
knew,  with  satisfactory  results.  That 
appeared  to  him  to  be  the  plan  which 
should  be  pursued  in  future,  substituting 
the  local  education  authority  for  the 
School  Board.  It  was  suggested  that  by 
adopting  the  plan  proposed  in  the  Bill 
some     fresh      element    of    educational 
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be  discharged  by  the  managers.  That 
was  brought  out  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Nottingham  in  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  dismissal.  The  dismissal  was  to 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  Borough  Councils, 
but  the  Borough  Councils  did  not  know 
the  reason  for  dismissal,  because  they  never 
would  know  how  a  school  was  working. 
'They  gave  no  instructions  and  received  no 
reports.  All  these  things  were  done  by 
the  local  education  authority,  and  it 
was  only  the  education  authority  who 
could  say  whether  a  man  or  a  woman 
was  a  good  or  a  bad  manager.  He  sub- 
mitted that  that  argument  was  eon- 
elusive  on  the  matter.  But  there  was 
another  point  of  some  importance. 
There  were  large  districts  of  London 
where  there  were  extremely  few  people 
who  had  either  the  leisure  or  the  know- 
ledge which  would  qualify  them  to 
undertake  the  work  of  managers.  That 
deficiency  was  met  at  present  by  the 
School  Board  enlisting  the  services  of 
leisured  and  philanthropically  disposed 
persons  from  other  parts  of  London, 
And  these  managers  had  not  only  given 
the  poorer  districts  what  they  could  not 
supply  themselves,  but  had  formed  a  very 
valuable  link  between  the  richer  and  the 
poorer  parts  of  London.  The  people 
who  lived  in  the  poorer  districts  after 
-all  worked  in  the  richer  districts,  and  it 
was  a  positive  gain  that  those  who 
lived  in  the  better  parts  should  have 
this  opportunity  of  going  down  into 
these  poor  and  neglected  districts  and 
doing  what  had  been  done  for  the  schools 
in  the  past  by  the  London  School  Board. 
He  did  not  think  this  could  be  equally 
well  managed  by  the  Borough  Councils, 
whose  knowledge  was  local  and  was  not 
educational,  who  did  not  know  the 
people  in  their  own  areas,  and  who  knew 
■still  less  the  people  in  other  areas.  They 
would  therefore  be  taking  away  a  real 
benefit  the  poorer  districts  had  enjoyed 
if  they  deprived  them  of  the  opportunity 
of  getting  this  kind  of  help  from  the 
•other  parts  of  London.  There  had  been 
no  argument  adduced  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  show  that  the  Borough  Councils 
were  needed  to  determine  the  number 
and  the  character  of  the  managers  to 
be  appointed.  As  a  matter  of  fact  they 
were  not  needed,  and  under  those  cir- 
cumstances he  hoped  the  Government 
Mr.Bryce. 


would  eliminate  the  Borough  Councils 
from  a  function  for  which  they  had  no 
special  competence. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  the  real 
question  between  Jthem  was  who  was  to 
retain  the  initiative  in  choosing  the 
managers — whether  they  were  to  retain 
the  system  of  School  Board  management 
or  whether  they  were  to  endeavour  to 
create  a  local  management  1  He  was  in 
favour  of  local  management.  He  quite 
admitted  that  the  School  Board  managers 
had  done  admirable  work,  a  most  unsel- 
fish and  valuable  work,  for  the  schools. 
But  he  believed  also  that  there  was  a 
very  considerable  element  of  valuable 
work  which  they  might  get  at  if  they  could 
excite  more  local  interest  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  schools.  What  he  had  been 
told  was  that  there  was  material  access- 
ible if  only  local  interest  were  excited. 
The  sooner  they  made  the  Borough 
Councils  feel  that  the  children  of  the 
borough  were  members  of  the  borough, 
for  whom  they  ought  to  have  some  care, 
the  better.  Everybody  knew  that  there 
was  a  great  deal  beside  teaching  which 
had  to  oe  attended  to  in  the  conduct  of 
the  schools.  The  children  had  to  be 
looked  after  when  they  were  leaving 
school  by  people  who  were  interested 
in  them,  and  they  had  to  be  attended  to 
when  they  came  to  school  to  see  that  they 
were  cared  for  and  fed  and  brought  to 
school  in  a  condition  in  which  they  were 
capable  of  receiving  the  education  offered 
to  them.  If  they  could  get  the  Borough 
Councils  to  take  an  interest  in  that,  if 
they  could  create  the  sort  of  feeling  under 
which  the  boroughs  would  realise  that 
the  schools  were  their  schools,  that  the 
children  were  their  children,  they  would 
have  done  a  very  good  thing  for  educa- 
tion inLondon.  If  the  whole  appointment 
of  the  managers  was  put  in  the  hands 
of  the  County  Council  and  the  Borough 
Councils  had  nothing  to  say  to  their  ap- 
pointment, he  thought  the  consultation 
of  the  boroughs  by  the  County  Council 
would  be  an  empty  form. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTOX  said  the 
argument  of  the  hon.  Baronet  would 
have  been  more  to  the  point  if  they 
had  been  discussing  whether  the 
Borough  Councils  should  be  the 
statutory  managers.  But  was  it  not 
absurd  to  argue    that   they,  not  being 
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themselves  the  managers  but  having  the 
power  to  nominate  three-fourths  of  the 
managers,  would  bring  to  this  matter 
that  local  interest  and  local  know- 
ledge to  which  the  hon.  Baronet 
had  referred.  He  should  have  thought 
it  would  not  have  the  least  effect  in  that 
direction,  but  he  was  perfectly  certain 
that  if  this  power  were  given  to  the  local 
education  authority  it  would  practically 
reappoint  the  same  body  of  managers 
as  that  which  had  done  such  valuable 
work  for  London  under  the  School 
Board.  If  the  Borough  Councils  were 
given  the  nomination  of  two-thirds 
what  would  they  naturally  consider  was 
the  intention  of  the  House  of  Commons 
in  giving  them  that  nomination  ?  They 
would  naturally  think  that  the  intention 
was  that  they  should  go  rather  outside 
the  existing  boroughs,  and  would  take 
it',  as  an  instruction  from  this  House 
that  they  were  to  get  rid  of  the  existing 
managers  and  put  others  in  their  place. 
That  was  the  view  that  he  would  take 
if  he  was  a  borough  councillor.  He 
thought  under  these  circumstances  it 
wa*  better  to  get  rid  of  this  Borough 
Council  interest  altogether,  and  from 
top  to  bottom  place  the  matter  in  the 
hands  of  the  central  authority.  He 
thought  there  was  a  good  deal  of  force  in 
the  arguments  of  the  Member  who  moved 
the  Amendment.  There  was  a  great 
likelihood  of  this  leading  to  great  friction 
between  the  Borough  Councils  and  the 
local  authority,  and  if  there  was  the 
least  likelihood  of  any  such  friction 
arising,  in  the  best  interests  of  education 
they  would  be  wise,  he  thought,  in  elimi- 
nating this  last  shadow  of  Borough 
Council  interest  and  so  leave  the  local 
authority  in  their  proper  position. 

*Mr.  COHEN  said  he  was  not  in  favour 
of  the  Borough  Councils  having  com- 
plete control  over  education,  and  was 
glad  to  see  that  eliminated  from  the  Bill, 
but  there  was  one  point  on  which  the 
Borough  Councils  should  have  the  con- 
trol, and  that  was  the  appointment  of 
managers,  in  which  the  local  knowledge, 
which  they  possessedand  which  the  County 
Council  did  not  possess,  could  be  brought 
into  play.     He  thought  that  they  had 


heard  quite  sufficient  of  the  bogey  of 
friction  between  the  London  County 
Council  and  Borough  Councils.  He  had 
had  the  privilege  of  being  a  Member  of 
the  London  County  Council  for  twelve 
years,  and  had  never  been  a  member  of 
the  majority  of  that  body,  but  he  knewj 
from  personal  experience,  that  if  there 
was  one  thine  ever  absent  from  every 
sphere  of  work  of  the  London  County 
Council,  it  was  friction  between  the 
London  County  Council  and  those  with 
whom  they  differed.  He  could  assure 
the  House  that  the  apprehension  of 
friction  was  totally  unfounded.  The 
County  Council  always  displayed  a 
tolerant  spirit  towards  those  with  whom 
they  differed. 

«Mr.  ALFRED  HUTTON  (Yorkshire, 
W.R.,  Morley}  said  the  House  had  heard 
with  interest  tne  hon.  Members  experience 
of  the  London  County  Council,  and  could 
only  wonder  why  there  should  have 
been  such  an  exhibition  of  distrust  of 
the  County  Council  on  the  part  of  hon. 
Members  opposite.  The  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  would  relieve  the  hon. 
Baronet  from  a  very  embarrassing 
position,  and  the  support  which  it  gave 
must  be  very  welcome  to  the  hon. 
Baronet,  because  he  could  hardly  regard 
this  clause  with  satisfaction.  The 
speech  of  the  hon.  Baronet  opposite 
showed  that  he  was  still  hankering  after 
his  original  scheme.  They  were  glad 
to  know  that  the  Government  had  now 
at  heart  the  desirability  of  local  interest, 
of  which  they  did  not  hear  much  last 
year.  But  what  local  interest  would  be 
secured  by  this  proposal  which  could  not 
be  secured  by  the  County  Council  ?  If 
the  Countv  Council  appointed  managers 
they  would  secure  the  assistance  of  people 
locally  interested.  Two  words  had  been 
used  which  had  had  a  great  charm  for 
them,  unification  and  co-ordination,  but 
he  failed  to  see  how  under  the  system 
proposed  any  authority  could  enforce 
|  unification  and  co-ordination  with  regard 
I  to  education  in  the  various  schools. 

Question  put. 

The     House     divided  : — Ayes,     239  ; 
I  Noes,  128.     (Division  List,  No.  159.) 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 


AYES. 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 


|  Arnold-Fonter,  High  0. 
I  Arrol,  Sir  W3Btm 
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'Bentiuck,  Lartl  Btaary  C. 
Bhawnaj^rrfifl,  akr  M.  M, 
Bitl;.  Charles  .".''■ 
Bluikll,  Colonel  Henry 
'Bouafield,  William  Robert     . 
Bowles,  U-  -Col.  H.  b\JIUMleatc 
BiaasoyvAibtiL 
...  -Brodrick,  IU   Hon.  .St!  John 
Bull.  William  James 
Bnrdett-CuuUs,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
"    Cam  pWl,  J  i  t .  H  uJ .  A .  (f.r'/angoir 

•  Orson,  Rt;  Hon.  .Sir  Edw.  H. 
Giutley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (A.  /xiacs.) 
Cavendish,  V.  ('.  \\'.(htrhyih. 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil.  Evelyn  ul*'<"'  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lard  Hu^h  (frrtrnmcA) 
Chamberiuin.  Ht  Hon  J  (iftrm 
Ch.ipman,  Edward 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clive.  Captain  Perry  A. 
Coehrane,  Hon.  Tho*.  II.  A.  K. 
Coddin/ton,  Sir  William 
Co;hilh  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Henjaiuiii  Louis' 
Colling**.  l»t.  Hon.  J  esse 
Colomb,SirJoiin<  harles  Ready 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  U.  A  thole 
(V-npton.  Lord  Alwyne 
Cork'tt.  T.  L.  \f>ntnt,  Xorth) 
( 'nx,  Irwin  Edivurd  I  Iain  bridge 
Cnpps,  Charles  Alfred 
Ci"ssf  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cross,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cross  ley,  Kt.  Hun.  Sir  Savile 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
I  Hinsdale.  Kt.  Hon.SirJosephC. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dixon- Hurt  laud.SirFredDixon 
Dorincrton.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  E. 
Doughty.  ("Jenrjre 
Douglas.  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Dox  ford.  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Kdward 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber.  E.  B.  'Hants,  W.) 
F;iber,  George  Den i son  (Tori) 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Ed. 
Fergus^on.Rt.Hn.SirJ.fJ/f/ifV 
Fielden,  Edward  Uro<  klehurst 
Finch,  Kt.  Hn.  George  H. 
Finlay.  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher.  William  liayes 
FirzOerall.  £  r  Rnbt.  Penrose 
Flannery.  Sir  Forte«*cue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Former.  Henrv  William 
Foster.VhilipS.f  lVanrt*k,S.  W 
Fyler.  John  Arthur 
Callowav.  .William  Johnson 
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Garfit,  William 
Gibbs,  Hn.  Vicary  {St.  Albans 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gordon  Hn.  J .  K.(Etgin Sl Xrn 
Gore,HnG.  R.  C.  Ormsby-(<tfo7o/> 
Core,  Hou.H.F.Oriiiiiby-(Z.i#tc. 
Goschen,  Hon.  George  J  oacliim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Grav,  Ernest  ( \\  eat  Ham) 
Greene,^r  E:W. {Bury  SL  Ed. 
Greece,  W.  Raymond-  (Cambs 
Grettoo,  John 
(Proves,  James  (irimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Hall.  Edward  Marshall 
Hal>ey,  Kt.  Ii«m.  Thomas  F. 
Hamibro,  Oharlea  Eric 
Hamilton,  Rt  Hn  Ld.G.(Jftcfc 
Hanly,  T-aurenoe  {Ken4tAahfd 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Hard*,  FreJeriek  Leverton 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hatch.  KnivHt  Frederick  Geo 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath.  James  (Staffs.,  N.  \\\) 
Holder.  Augustus 
Henderson.  Sir  Alexander 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfr«'d 
Hogg,   Lindsay 
Hornby.  Sir  Willi.im  Hemy 
Houldsworth.  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Howard.  Jno  (Kruf,  Favvr  hm 
Howard.  J.  (Midtl.,  Tot f ham 
Jamnsnii,   M-ijor  J.   Eustace 
Jebb.  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys.  Kt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fred 
Jessni.  C.ipt.   Herl»ert  MerfM 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood 
Kennedy,  Patrick  Jamee 
Kenyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  (Denbigh 
K.-nyon-Slaney,  Col.  W.  (Salop 
Kerr,  John 

Lambton,  Hon.  Fredk.  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Wow*/' 
Lawrence,  Sir  Jos.  [MonnCth) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool 
I^awson.John(  inint(  YorfaXM 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
T-eve8on-(  iower.FredcrickN.  S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Ei-skinc 
Ix>ng.Rt. Hn  Walt«r(^rMtoA.V) 
Lonsdale,  John  Browidee 
Lowe.  Francis  William 
Lowlher,  C.  [Cvmb.  Eskdale) 
T-»owther.  Rt.  Hon.  Jas.  (Kenf.\ 
Lucas,  Col.  r  r,inc\R(  Loicr.stoft) 
Lucas,  Keg'M  J.  [Portsmouth) 
Lundon.   W. 
Lyttelton.  Hon.  Alfred 
Macilona.  John  Cutmning 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M'l  ver,SirLi»wis(  Edinburgh,  W 
MTKillop,  Jas.  (Stirlingshire) 
Manners,  Lonl  (-eeil 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Mnsspy-Main  wnriiiL'.  Hn.  W.  F. 
Melville,  Bereaford  Valentine 
Meyney-Thompson.  Sir  H.  M. 
Miivain,  Thorns* 
Mitchell,  William  (Burntfi/) 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu.  Hon.. I.  Seott  (Hon ts 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
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Morgan,  D.  J.  (Walthamstow) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'tiUk.) 
Morrell,  George  Herliert 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robt.  Gray  0. 
Muiray,t<tHn.AGraliarn(/^^ 
Murray, Col.  Wyndham  [Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henrv 
Xolan.Ol.  John  ^.((rafiaoi/tX. ) 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
Peel.Hn.  Win.  Kohert  Wellesley 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkincton,  Colonel  Kicliard 
Plait -Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Finest  George 
Pryce-Jonea,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvia,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Randies.  John  S. 
Kascli,  Major  Frederick  Carne 
Keiil,  James  {(Jrtniock) 
Remnant,  .la.^.    Faniuharson 
Kenslmw,  Sir  Charles  Kine 
Kidlcy.Hn.M.  W.  (Stahibridgr.) 
Ridley,  S.  F.  (Bethnal  Green) 
Ritchie,  Kt.  Hn.Chas. Thomson 
Kol>ert8,  Samuel  (Sheffietrf), 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  P.L' 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye  ' 
Round,  Kt.  Hon.  James 
Koyds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Rutherford,  John  {Lancashire} 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  (;.  Stopford- 
Sa<ller.  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse} 
Saasoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Scott.  Sir  S.  (Marulebone,  W.) 
Seely,Maj.  J .  KB.  t  Islr  ofWiflht 
Shai|>e.  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stew  art,  M.  H.( Kvnfrnr) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (L'ottnortf) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Al>clH.  ( H \ n-tford \East 
Smith,  H  <  "[XorfJi'inA.  Tfjfteside 
Smith.  Jame*  I'arkeH/.fMarXw. ) 
Smith, Hon.  W.  K.  I>.  (Stwnrf) 
Spear,  .loJm  Ward 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk} 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lours.) 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  MTaggart 
Tal  hot .  Kt  H  n J .  ( J  ( (hfnrdUn  i  r. 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  To.rtrth) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlin«*on.  Sir  Win.  Edw.  M. 
Tufnell,  Lient.-Col.  Edward 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walker,    Col.    William    nail 
Walrond.Kt.Hn.SirW  illiumll. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Webb,  Col.  William  George 
Welhv.  Lt.-Col.  A.  (%V.iTtinnft,„ 
Welby,  Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (Wotte) 

Wliitidey,  H.LI.*/i/o/i  mi.- Lytic 
Whit  more,  Charles  Algernon 
Willoughby  de  Erceby.  Lord 
Wilaon,  A.  S.  (York,  E.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  \(iltts*fi,§r) 
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WiUon-Todd,  Wm.H.(  Forte.) 
Wodehouse,  Kt.  Hn.  £.  R.  {Bath 
Worsley-Taylor,Henry  Wilson 
Wortley,Rt.Hon.C.  B.Stuart 
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Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  MajorW.  H. 
Young,  Samuel 
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Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Allen,  Chas.  P.  (Glos. ,  Stroud) 
Aaher,  Alexander 
Athton,  Thomas  Qair 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Beaumont.  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Bowles,T.  Gibson  (KintfsLynn) 
Brand,  Hon.  Arthur  G. 
Brigg,  John 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brown,George  M.  {Edinburgh) 
Bryce,  Right  Hon.  James 
Burns,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
Ohanning.  Francis  Allston 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Davies,  Alfred  {Carmarthen) 
Da  vies,  M.  Vaughan-(  Cardigan 
Dewar,  John  A.(Invemess-sh.) 
Dilke.   Rt.   Hon.   Sir  Charles 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Evans.  Saml.  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith 
Fitsmaurice.  Lord  Edmond 
Foster.SirMichael  (Lond  Univ. 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Goddard.  Daniel  Ford 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Grant,  Corrie 
Grey,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  E.  (Berwick 


NOES. 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Hayter,Rt.Hon.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Hope  John  Deans  (Fife,  West 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  0. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  DavidBry  nmoT(Swansea 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 
Long,  Sir  John 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd  George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Macnamara    Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M*  Arthur,  William  (Cornwall 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Laren,  Sir  Charles  Benj. 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mitchell,  Ed  w.  (Fermanagh  %N. 
Morgan, J. Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Palmer,SirCharlesM.  (Durham 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pearson.  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Rigg,  Richard 


Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbiohs.) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Runciman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbt.  L.  (Cleveland) 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Staford) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spencer,  itt.  Hn.CR.  (Northan  ts 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.(Radclife) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel(Carmarth#n,E.) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,  E. 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thomas,F.  Freeman  -  ( Hastiiu/s) 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.  H.) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Warner   Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,  Eugene  ( Clackmannan) 
Wason,JohnCathcart  (Orkney) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
Whiteley,  G.  (York.  W.  JR.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  O.  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  Chas.  H.  (Hull,  W.) 
Wilson,  F.W.  (Norfolk,  Mid) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Bond  and  Sir  Frederick 
Banbury. 


Mr.  PEEL  said  the  next  two  Amend- 
ments were  merely  drafting  Amendments 
— viz.,  to  substitute  "any  "  for  "each,"  and 
to  omit "  or  bodies  "  in  line  9.  He  begged 
to  move. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

In  page  1,  line  9,  to    leave  out  the  word 
«ch.    and    insert  the  word    '  any.'"— (Mr. 


'each, 
Peel.) 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  9,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  or 
bodies.'"— (Mr.  Peel.) 

Question  proposed,    "That  the  words 
x  or  bodies  '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 
VOL.  CXXV.       [Fourth  Series.] 


Mr.  YOXALL  thought  some  further 
explanation  of  the  effect  of  this  Amend- 
ment should  be  made.  Did  the  hon. 
Member  mean  to  compel  all  the  schools 
within  the  area  of  each  Borough  Council 
to  be  under  the  control  of  one  body  of 
managers  ? 


Mr.  PEEL : 
one  body. 


Not  all  the  schools  under 


Mr.  YOXALL  thought  it  was  a  point 
which  required  to  be  made  clear,  because 
the  words  might  have  the  effect  of  pro- 
viding that  all  the  provided  schools  with- 
in the  area  of  a  Borough  Council  were  to 
be  under  one  body  of  managers.     If  that 
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were  the  case  the 'danger  to  which  he  had ' 
adverted  earlier  in  the  debate  would  be 
even  greater  than  before.  He  assumed 
that  what  was  intended  was  that  two  or 
three  schools  might  be  under  one  body, 
not  that  all  the  schools  should  necessarily 
be. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  thought  the 
point  was  sufficiently  provided  for  by  the 
words  to  be  proposed  later  on  enacting  that 
the  manner  in  which  schools  should  be 
grouped  should  be  determined  by  the 
Borough  Council  in  consultation  with  the 
local  authority  and  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation. 

Mr.  BOUSFIELD  (Hackney,  N.) 
pointed  out  that  as  a  later  Amendment 
contemplated  the  grouping  of  schools 
under  one,  or  more  than  one,  body  of 
managers  the  words  "  or  bodies"  were 
necessary. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PEEL  said  the  object  of  his  next 
Amendment  was  to  give  the  utmost 
elasticity  to  the  arrangements  made 
under  trie  Bill.  In  some  cases  it  might 
be  necessary  to  group  certain  schools1 
together  under  one  body  of  managers, 
whilst  in  other  cases  the  schools  might 
be  so  large  that  they  must  have  a  body  I 
of  managers  for  each  school.  In  other 
cases  still  it  might  be  necessary  to  place  a 
school  under  more  than  one  body  of 
managers,  and  this  Amendment  gave 
power  to  take  whichever  course  was 
deemed  desirable.  It  might  be  left  to 
the  Board  of  Education  to  decide  which 
of  these  courses  should  be  followed. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  words  ' 
4  whose  numter,'  and  insert  the  words  '  the 
number,  of  those  managers  and  the  manner 
in  which  schools,  in  cases  where  it  is  desirable, 
should  l>e  grouped  under  one  body  of  managers 
or  placed  under  more  than  one  body  of 
managers.' "—{Mr.  Peel.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
\  whose  number  '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  they  had 
not  come  to  the  real  issue  as  to  who 
should  determine  the  number.  He 
understood  the  proposal  to  apply  to  a 
school  large  enough  to  have  one   body 

Mr.  Yoxall. 


[  of  managers  to  itself  and  of  course  they 
I  had  a  great  many  bodies  which  managed 
I  more  than  one  school.  He  desired  to 
move  formally  an  Amendment  to  the 
Amendment  to  leave  out  the  words  "  or 
placed  under  more  than  one  body  of 
managers."  The  ordinary  public  ele- 
mentary school  which  required  more 
than  one  body  of  managers  he  had  not 
yet  come  across. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  he  gathered  that 
this  Amendment  evidently  caused  some 
difficulty.     What  the  hon.  Member  for 

I  Manchester  meant  was  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  that  the  schools  were  to  be 

[grouped  as   in   the   manner  prescribed. 

I  He  thought  the  case  would  be  met  by 
the  insertion  of  the  words  "  the  number 
of  those  managers   and  the  extent  to 

I  which  schools  should  or  should  not  be 
grouped. "  The  grouping  of  schools  meant 
putting  several  schools  under  the  same 
body  of  managers,  and  that  was  covered 
by  the  use  of  the  words  he  had  suggested. 

Mr.  ERNEST  GRAY  (West  Ham,  N.) 
said  he  understood  his  hon.  friend  had 
in  view  the  possibility  of  there  being  a 
separate  body  of  managers  for  each  de- 
partment   of   the    school.     He   should 
object  to  the  Amendment  in  its  present 
form  because  the  words  were  positively 
dangerous,  and   they  would    permit   of 
separate  boards  of  management  taking 
charge   of    separate    departments.      He 
could  not  imagine  anything  worse  than 
'  that    the     Borough    Councils    or     the 
local  education   authority  should   have 
|  separate  managers   say  for   the   infants 
I  and  another  set  for  the  older  children. 

Mr.  BOUSFIELD  said  he  did  not 
think  the  words  of  his  hon.  friend's 
Amendment  bore  the  interpretation 
placed  upon  them  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  North  Camberwell.  He  did  not 
'  think  the  object  of  the  Amendment  was 
that  one  school  should  have  more  than 
one  board  of  managers.  The  question 
was  the  manner  in  which  schools  should 
be  grouped  either  under  one  body  or 
more  than  one  body  and  he  did  not  refer 
to  any  particular  school. 

•:  MrJ  WHITLEY  I  said  that  when 
the  Question  before  the  Chair  had  been 
disposed  of  they  would  come  immediately 
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to  the  words  which  it  was  proposed  to 
insert.  The  Government  seemed  to  be 
in  some  little  difficulty,  and  the  Amend- 
ment appeared  to  be  one  which  required 
re-modelling,  and  as  they  were  approach- 
ing the  dinner  hour  it  might  be  desirable 
that  the  Government  should  have  the 
interval  in  order  to  avoid  further  con- 
fusion. During  the  interval  the 
Government  might  draw  up  a  simple 
Amendment,  which  everybody  could 
understand,  to  carry  out  a  purpose  on 
which  they  were  all  agreed.  What  they 
required  was  that  they  should  have 
words  submitted  to  them  to  be  inserted 
before  they  left  out  the  words  •'  whose 
number"  which  would  carry  out  what 
appeared  to  be  the  unanimous  wish  of 
the  House. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  the 
matter  was  a  very  simple  one,  and  the 
case  put  forward  by  his  hon.  friend  was 
not  at  all  likely  to  arise.  He  thought 
the  words  suggested  by  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Aberdeen  would  meet  all 
that  was  required. 

Mr.  YOXALL  said  the  House  was 
not  in  possession  of  the  words  suggested 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Aberdeen. 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  they 
appeared  to  be  in  a  state  of  confusion  on 
this  point.  The  words  proposed  to  be 
left  out  were  "  whose  number,"  but 
they  could  not  leave  out  those  words 
except  with  the  view  of  inserting  some- 
thing else.  If  they  left  those  words  out 
it  made  perfect  nonsense,  and  therefore 
they  were  contemplating  the  insertion 
of  something  else.  They  could  not  dis- 
cuss this  without  having  some  idea  as  to 
what  the  Government  proposed  to  do. 
Did  they  propose  to  accept  the  words 
proposed  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Man- 
chester in  substitution  of  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out  1  That  involved  the 
principle  of  grouping,  the  arrangement 
of  the  managers,  and  matters  of  that 
sort.  Was  that  what  the  Government 
proposed  to  do,  and  did  they  accept  the 
words  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Man- 
chester as  they  appeared  on  the  Paper  ? 
He  had  never  heard  of  words  being 
eliminated  without  knowing  what  words 
had    been   substituted    for  them.     The 


House  of  Commons  ought  to  have  some 
guidance. 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the 
clock,  further  consideration  of  the  Bill, 
as  amended,  stood  adjourned  till  this 
evening's  sitting. 


EVENING  SITTING. 


LONDON  EDUCATION  BILL. 
As  amended,  further  considered. 

Proceedings  resumed  upon  Amendment 
proposed  to  the  Bill  [14th  July] — 

"  In  page  1,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'whose  number,1  and  insert  the  words  'the 
number  of  those  managers  and  the  manner  in 
which  schools,  in  cases  where  it  is  desirable, 
should  be  grouped  under  one  body  of  managers 
or  placed  under  more  than  one  body  of 
managers.'" — (Mr.  Peel.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "That  the 
words  '  whose  number '  stand  part  of  the 
BUI." 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  suggested 
that  the  words  "or  placed  under  more 
than  one  body  of  managers  "  should  be 
omitted  from  the  Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Proposed  words  amended  by  leaving 
out  the  words  "or  placed  under  more 
than  one  body  of  managers."  —  (Dr. 
Macmwiara.) 

Proposed  words,  as  amended,  inserted 
in  the  Bill. 

Dr.  M  ACNAMARA  said  they  had  had 
a  number  of  skirmishes  with  regard  to 
the  way  in  which  they  should  frame  the 
clause.  As  regarded  the  grouping  of  the 
schools  they  now  came  to  the  most  im- 
portant question  of  all,  and  that  was, 
who  should  determine  the  number  of 
managers.  The  Amendment  he  proposed 
to  move  would  make  the  clause  read  so 
far  as  they  had  gone  in  this  way :  "  Shall 
be  determined  alter  consultation  with  " — 
leave  out  the  word  "by" — "the  Council  of 
each  Borough  " — and  then  "  by  the  local 
education  authority,"  so  that  the  number 
would  be  determined  after  consultation 
with  the  Borough  Councils  by  the  local 
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education  authority.  As  a  local  authority 
the  Borough  Councils  had  no  knowledge 
of  these  matters.  If,  for  instance,  they 
asked  the  Borough  Council  of  Camber- 
well  to  name  the  Board  schools  in  the 
Borough  of  Camberwell,  they  would  not 
be  able  to  do  it.  It  was  most  pathetic 
to  hear  the  hon.  Baronet  talk  of  exciting 
the  interest  of  the  Borough  Councils  in 
this  way.  The  hon.  Baronet  had 
evidently  no  knowledge  of  these  bodies. 
They  could  not  excite  their  interest  in 
the  way  he  suggested.  What  could  be 
done  was  to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
London  County  Council  and  say— "You 
shall  determine  the  number,  but  you 
ought  to  consult  the  Borough  Councils." 
They  would  have  very  great  difficulty  in 
getting  managers  in  any  case.  He  had 
to  go  through  the  list  of  the  managers 
of  the  ten  schools  in  his  charge  every 
year,  and  every  year  he  had  to  strike 
out  the  names  of  all  those  who  had  not 
made  three  visits  to  any  school  or 
managers'  meeting  during  the  year,  and 
he  found  the  greatest  difficulty  in  finding 
people  to  fill  their  places.  With  their 
wider  knowledge  of  the  whole  of  London, 
surely  the  local  authority  were  the 
persons  to  determine  the  number,  because 
they   were    the    persons    who    were  in 

freater  touch  with  those  in  the  West 
Ind  who  would  come  forward  to  assist 
in  these  matters.  He  appealed  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Manchester  to 
accept  this  Amendment  in  place  of  that 
which  he  had  upon  the  Paper,  which  con- 
tained the  converse  proposition,  namely, 
that  the  number  should  be  determined 
by  the  Borough  Councils  after  consulta- 
tion with  the  local  education  authority. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 
"In  page  1,  line  10,  after  the  word  Meter-  j 

mined,'  to  insert  the  words  *  after  consultation 

with.'"— {I)r.  Macnamara.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  BOUSFIELD  said  he  ventured  ' 
to  think  that  the  proposal  of  the  • 
hon.  Member  for  Camberwell  was  j 
hardly  supported  by  the  arguments ! 
which  had  been  used  in  its  favour,  i 
The  hon.  Member  had  pointed  out  that : 
the  School  Board  had  had  great  diffi- ; 
culty  in  keeping  up  their  managers,  and  j 
that  the  Borough  Councils  had  taken  | 
no  interest  in  any  way  in  the  education 
of  their  districts.  Experience  had  proved 
JM  Macnamara. 


that  whenever  new  powers  were  given  to 

these    local    bodies     they    always     had 

sufficient  patriotism  to  carry  them  out. 

He  always  contended  that  the  greater  the 

functions    put    upon    these    bodies  the 

greater  would  be  their  interest,  and  the 

greater  would  be  the  desire  to  discharge 

|  them.      This  particular  Amendment  did 

j  not  seem  to  him  to  raise  in  itself  a  very 

j  important    matter,     for     the     Borough 

!  Councils  and  the  County  Council  were 

|  not  likely  to  fall  out  over  it ;  but,  so 

,  far  as  the  hon.  Member's  object  was  to 

;  diminish  the  influence  of  the  Borough 

!  Councils,   he  was  opposed   to  him.     It 

was  of  the  greatest  importance  to  awaken 

;  the  interest  of  the  local  authorities  in 

education  within  their  area,  and  the  mora 

functions  they  gave  them  the  more  they 

would  succeed  in  that  object. 

Mr.  ERNEST  GRAY  said  the  position 
was  not  altogether  that  described  by  the 
hon.  Member.  This  was  not  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  Amendment  moved,  but 
really  an  Amendment  to  the  Bill  as 
drafted,  because  the  Bill  as  drafted  said 
the  number  of  the  board  of  managers 
was  to  be  determined  by  each  Borough 
Council,  subject  only  to  the  approval  of 
the  Board  of  Education.  In  his  judg- 
ment, the  London  County  Council,  a 
competent  body  provided  to  superintend 
these  schools,  should  have  the  paramount 
voice  in  this  matter.  The  Borough 
Councils  were  not  the  proper  body  to 
provide  managers.  He  would  instance 
the  case  of  the  Jewish  schools  in  White- 
chapel  In  that  case,  certainly,  the 
Borough  Council  was  not  the  proper  body 
to  provide  the  managers,  and  it  seemed  to 
him  that  the  only  authority  that  could 
do  this  properly  was  the  London  County 
Council ;  that  was  the  authority  which 
ought  to  have  the  power,  and,  if  this 
power  were  given  to  it,  it  would  go  far  to 
conciliate  public  opinion  in  this  matter. 
He  strongly  appealed  to  the  Government 
to  accept  the  words  proposed  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Camberwell. 

Mr.  YOXALL  said  that  inch  by  inch 
the  Borough  Council  proposals  in  this 
Bill  were  being  narrowed  down  until 
now  it  was  only  suggested  that  the 
Borough  Councils  should  take  the 
initiative  in  providing  the  Committee  of 
Management  for  the  schools  in  their  areas 
and  nominate  the  managers  of  that 
Committee.     He  would  ask  the  Secretary 
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to  the  Board  of  Education  seriously  to 
consider  whether  it  was  worth  while  to 
persist  in  the  proposal  in  the  Bill  as  it 
stood.  It  would  not  conciliate  the 
Borough  Councils,  and  it  did  not  satisfy 
the  majority  of  the  London  Members. 
Was  it  worth  while  to  leave  these  grains 
of  grit  in  the  machinery  ?  It  might 
be  said  that  friction  would  not  arise,  but 
he  thought  it  was  very  likely  that 
friction  would  arise,  and  if  there  was  the 
least  danger  of  it  the  wisdom  of  the 
House  ought  to  avert  that  danger.  If 
there  was  a  principle  at  stake  he  could 
understand  the  Government  standing  up 
for  it.  But  the  thing  had  been  so 
whittled  down  and  had  become  of  so 
little  value  to  the  Borough  Councils  that 
there  was  no  principle  in  it,  and  yet  in 
itself  it  was  dangerous.  He  begged  the 
Government  not  to  persist.  The  Amend- 
ment advocated,  in  his  opinion,  a  very 
proper  change,  namely,  the  transfer  of 
the  initiative  of  these  proceedings  into  the 
hands  of  the  London  County  Council. 
He  hoped  even  now  it  would  be  possible 
for  the  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Education  to  fall  in  with  the 
general  spirit  of  the  House  and  give  the 
initiative  to  the  local  education  authority 
provided  they  consulted  with  the 
Borough  Councils. 

♦Mr.  COHEN  contended  that  this 
was  not  a  question  of  principle  but 
of  machinery,  but  he  differed  from 
the  hon.  Gentleman  as  to  where  the 
initiative  should  lie.  He  thought  the 
Bill  would  work  more  smoothly  if 
the  initiative  was  with  the  Borough 
Councils  instead  of  being  with  the 
local  education  authority,  and  in  sup 
port  of  that  contention  reverted  to 
the  argument  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Camberwell  that  it  was  very  difficult  for 
the  School  Board  to  provide  managers. 
Inasmuch  as  it  was  anticipated  that  the 
London  County  Council  would  be 
obliged  to  go,  when  this  difficulty  con- 
fronted  them,  to  the  Borough  Councils 
and  ask  them  to  supply  the  names  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen  who  would  act  as 
managers,  it  was  only  right  that  the 
Borough  Councils  should  have  the 
initiative  in  this  matter.  He  had  always 
been  opposed  to  entrusting  the  Borough 
Councils  with  the  large  duties  which  it  was 
at  first  proposed  to  place  upon  them,  and 


he  was  glad  they  were  not  to  be  given  to 
them.  But  the  duty  they  were  now 
discussing  was  certainly  not  educational. 
The  Borough  Councils  would  have  the 
dutyof  finding  ladies  and  gentlemen  with  a 
certain  amount  of  educational  experience 
who  were  capable  of  managing  tha 
schools.  He  would  confide  that  duty  to 
jthem  because  it  was  one  demanding  a 
knowledge  of  the  particular  localities 
which  could  not  be  possessed  by  the 
central  authority.  He  believed  they 
would  willingly  undertake  it,  and  that 
they  would  supply  ladies  and  gentlemen 
capable  of  performing  the  duties  of 
school  managers. 

Sir  MICHAEL  FOSTER  (London 
University)  said  there  were  two  things 
to  be  observed  in  the  selection  of 
managers.  There  was  the  requisite 
knowledge,  and  the  requisite  judgment 
which  would  make  that  knowledge 
efficient.  He  quite  sympathised  with 
the  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Educatio  i  in  saying  that  it 
was  moat  desirable  to  excite  local  interest 
He  would  add  that  it  was  most  desirable  to 
make  use  of  local  knowledge,  but  that 
was  provided  for  in  the  Amendment  by 
the  consultation  with  the  Borough 
Councils.  How  that  knowledge  could 
best  be  utilised  for  the  educational 
advantage  of  London  was  surely  a 
question  for  the  central  authority.  He 
hoped  the  hon.  Baronet  would  accept 
this  very  desirable  Amendment. 

Sir  JOHN  GORST  said  he  would 
strongly  add  his  voice  to  that  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  London  University 
in  urging  the  acceptance  -of  this 
Amendment.  As  a  matter  of  practical 
machinery,  it  was  better  to  leave  the 
selection  of  managers  to  the  County 
Council  after  consultation  with  the 
Borough  Councils  than  to  the  Borough 
Councils  after  consultation  with  the 
County  Council  In  such  districts  of  the 
East-end  as  Poplar  and  Bethnal  Green, 
it  was  impossible  to  find  persons  of 
leisure  to  undertake  the  duties  of 
managers.  He  did  not  mean  that  they 
could  not  find  people  of  the  highest 
ability  there,  but  they  were  all  engaged 
in  the  struggle  for  existence,  and  they 
had  no  leisure  to  devote  to  the  work  of 
school  management.  The  London  School 
Board  met  the  difficulty  by  reinforcing 
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the  East-end  managers  from  the  leisured 
classes  of  the  West-end.  It  was  desirable 
that  that  plan  should  continue,  and  the 
County  Council,  which  was  in  touch  with 
all  parts  of  London,  would  be  able  to 
continue  it.  But  the  Government 
proposed  to  arrest  what  was  a  going 
concern  in  order  to  begin  de  novo.  There 
was  no  matter  of  principle  involved  herg^ 
It  was  a  matter  of  practical  statesman- 
ship and  machinery,  and  he  thought  it 
would  be  better  to  adopt  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  the  speeches  to 
which  the  House  had  been  listening  were 
useful  and  practical,  but  they  had  not 
been  directed  to  the  Amendment,  which 
referred  entirely  to  the  question  of 
number  and  not  to  the  question  who  was 
to  appoint  the  managers.  The  grouping 
of  schools  need  not  be  confined  within 
each  borough,  and  therefore  that  was  a 
question  for  the  local  education  authority. 

Mr.  BOND  said  it  was  not  a  question 
whether  the  number  of  managers  should  be 
determined  by  the  local  education  authority 
or  the  Borough  Councils,  though,  of  course, 
that  was  the  issue  raised  by  the  Amend- 
ment. Assuming  that  the  proposal  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Camberwell  was 
accepted  as  to  the  number,  what  he  asked 
was  that  it  should  be  determined  after  | 
consultation  with  the  Borough  Councils.  ' 
If  the  Borough  Councils  were,  as  had  been  ; 
represented,  in  a  state  of  blissful  ignorance 
in  regard  to  educational  matters,  why 
consult  them  at  all  ?  It  would  only 
introduce  a  fiddling  method  of  proceed- 
ing which  the  House  should  be  anxious 
to  avoid.  He  could  not  vote  for  the 
Amendment. 


♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  every- 
body  who   had   spoken  had  stated  that 
this  was  not  a  matter  of  principle,  and 
that  it  would  be  comparatively  unimpor-  j 
tant  in  practice,  yet  it  had  given  rise  to  i 
a  long  discussion.     It  was  e aid  that  they  ! 
were  derogating  from  the  local  education 
authority.     The  local  education  authority 
retained  absolute  control,  but  an  initiative 
was  given  to  the  Borough  Councils  which 
it  was  very  desirable  they  should  have. 
It  was  said  there  was   nothing  in   the 
Government's  proposal   to  conciliate  the 
boroughs.      He   cud    not    care   whether 
there  was  anything  specially  calculated 

Sir  John  Gorst. 


!  to  conciliate  the  boroughs.  If  the 
j  boroughs  had  the  duty  thrown  upon 
|  them  they  must  consider  the  require- 
ments of  the  schools  in  the  area.  It 
I  was  said  they  were  ignorant  and  knew 
|  nothing  of  the  needs  of  the  area.  The 
•  hon.  Member  for  Islington  was  never 
i  tired  of  dwelling  on  the  educational  in- 
capacity of  the  Islington  Borough  Council. 
He  supposed  that  to  those  who  formed 
the  School  Board  at  first  the  needs  of  the 
different  areas  were  matters  of  obscurity. 
He  took  it  also  that  the  County  Councils, 
which  had  taken  up  technical  education 
of  late  years,  were  not  generally  familiar 
with  the  matter  when  the  duty  was 
first  thrust  upon  them,  but  he  did  not 
know  it  had  ever  been  suggested  that 
because  they  had  nothing  to  do  with 
education  up  to  that  date  they  were 
therefore  incapable  of  doing  the  work. 
He  believed  the  Borough  Councils  were 
perfectly  capable  of  doing  the  work  with 
which  it  was  proposed  to  entrust  them. 
If  they  were  ignorant  they  would  not 
be  worth  consulting ;  if  they  were 
capable  they  would  be  capable  of  taking 
the  initiative  of  determining  the  number 
of  managers  necessary  or  desirable  for 
their  schools.  The  matter  of  the  selec- 
tion of  managers  was  not  before  the 
House  at  present.  When  the  proper 
time  came  he  might  have  something  to 
say  in  reply  to  the  arguments  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Cambridge  University.  What  they  had 
to  consider  now  was  whether,  in  the 
matter  of  the  number  of  managers 
desirable  for  the  different  schools  and 
the  general  arrangement  of  their  duties, 
the  local  education  authority  should 
consult  the  Borough  Councils  or  the 
Borough  Councils  should  consult  the 
local  education  authority.  He  thought 
it  exceedingly  important  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  give  the  proposed  powers 
to  the  different  boroughs,  because  the 
London  schools  were  most  of  them  quite 
large  enough  to  stand  alone.  The 
necessity  of  grouping  was  chiefly  a 
necessity  in  scattered  rural  areas  where 
managers  were  hard  to  find  But  the 
real  point  was,  that  if  they  were  to  give 
to  the  boroughs  an  interest  in  the  matter 
of  management  they  must  give  them 
initiative.  If  they  were  required  to 
wait  until  the  County  Council  came  to 
consult   them    the   consultation   would 
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probably  have  no  result  whatever.  He 
hoped  they  would  be  able  to  excite  the 
interest  of  the  Borough  Councils  in 
educational  work,  and  that  they  would 
play  a  good  part  in  the  education  of 
London. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  asked  what  the  word 
4  determined '  in  the  clause  meant  if  it' 
did  not  mean  that  the  power  of  fixing 
the  number  of  managers  lay  with  each 
Borough  Council.  It  was  not  a  question 
of  mere  initiative.  The  action  of  the 
Borough  Council  in  this  matter  was  to 
be  "  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Education,"  but  if  they  passed 
the  words  "  shall  be  determined  by  the 
council  of  each  borough,"  were  they 
not  giving  the  real  control  into  the 
hands  of  the  Borough  Council  1  A 
Borough  Council  might  make  up  its 
mind,  and  then  make  the  consultation 
with  the  County  Council  a  farce.  A 
much  more  important  question  than 
that  of  the  number  of  managers  was 
the  question  of  grouping. 

MR.  SPEAKER  said  he  did  not  see 
what  this  Amendment  had  to  do  with 
the  question  of  grouping.  That  would 
arise    on    a     subsequent     Amendment. 


There  had  already  been  a  general  dis- 
cussion on  the  first  Amendment,  but  to 
have  a  general  debate  on  every  particu- 
lar Amendment  would  be  extremely 
inconvenient. 

MR.  ERNEST  GRAY  pointed  out  that 
the  words  which  were  moved  a  few 
minutes  ago  were  now  in  the  clause,  and, 
therefore,  the  question  they  were  dis- 
cussing was  that  the  number  of  managers 
and  the  manner  of  grouping  "shall  be 
determined  by  the  council  of  each 
borough." 

Mr.  SPEAKER  ruled  that  the  hon. 
Member  would  not  be  in  order  in  dis- 
cussing the  question  of  grouping. 

Mr.  WHITLE?  said  he  would  not 
pursue  the  subject  further.  He  thought 
that  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Camberwell  was,  from  the  point  of 
view  of  education,  immensely  superior 
to  that  supported  by  the  hon.  Baronet 
who  represented  the  Government. 

Question  put. 

The  House  di vided :  —  Ayes,  86;  Noes, 
H4.    (Division  List,  No.  160.) 


Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Barran,  Rowland  Hint 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Brigg,  John 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brown,Ueorge  M.  (Edinburgh) 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Burns,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton.  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
Campbell-Bannerman,   Sir   H 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Davies,  Alfred  {Carmarthen) 
Dewar,  John  A.(Inveme*8-sh.) 
Dilke,   Rt.   Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Billon,  John 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Edwards,  Frank 
■Elibank,  Master  of 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Evans,  Saml.  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Fitamanrice,  Lord  Edmond 
Foster,  Sir  Michl.  (Lond.  Univ 
Furness,  Sir  Christopher 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 


AYES. 


Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  ELdon 
Gray,  Ernest  ( West  Ham) 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  H. 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West 
Horniman    Frederick  John 
J  ones,  William(  Carnarvonshire 
Kenyon,  Hon.  Q.  T.  (Denbigh 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 
Long,  Sir  John 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
M 'Arthur,  Wi\li&m(Cornwall) 
M'Laren,Sir  Charles  Benjamin 
Mansfield.  Horace  RendaU 
Mitchell,  Edw.  ( FertnanaghtN. 
Morgan, J. Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
O'Dowd,  John 

O'Kelly,  Conor  {Mayo,  N.) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Rigg,  Richard 


Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbiphs.) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney 
Roche,  John 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Runciman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Stafford) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Soarse,  Ernest  J. 
Taylor,TheodoreC.  (Radcliffe) 
Thomas,  David  Alfred  (Mertkyr 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.R.) 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Warner,  Thos.  Conrtenay  T. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley ,  George  ( York,  W.  R. ) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williama,  O.  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  F.W.  (Norfolk,  Mid) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham  Mid. ) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Dr.  Macnamara  and  Mr. 
George  White. 
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A  gg- Gardner,  James  Tynte 
A:, new,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Ai.son,  Sir  William  ReyneU 
Arnold-Foreter,  Hugh  0. 
Ai  rol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Aubrey- Fletcher,Rt.  Hn.SirH. 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
]Julfour,Rt.Hon.A.J.(A/«nMV 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  {Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  {Christch. 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Bowles,Lt.  -Col.  B.F(  Middlesex 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Butcher,  John  George 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Ca%endi*h,V.C.W.  {Derbyshire 
Cayser,  Sir  Charles  William 
Chapman,  Ed*  ard 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thoe.  H.  A.  E. 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Coiling*,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Co'omb,{Sir  JohnCharlesReady 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw  H.  Athole 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bain  bridge 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  [Glasgow; 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  {Bolton) 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Denny,  Colonel 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  Wm.  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Faber,  George  Denison  {York) 
Fellowes,Hon.Ailwyn  Edward 
Fergu;*on,Rt.  HnSirJ.(  JfawcV 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fi  tzGerald  ,SirRobertPenrose- 
Flower,  Ernest 


{COMMONS} 
NOES. 

Forster,  Henry  William 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gordon,Hn.J.E.  (IHpin  4  Nm 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Greene,StrE.W.(Biiry  St.  Ed. 
Greene,  Henry  D.  {Shrewsbury) 
Groves,  James  Giimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivof  Churchill 
Hain.  Edward 

Hamilton.RtHnLordG.  {Mid  x 
Hardy,  Laurence  (Kent,Ashfd 
Hams,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslam.  Sir  Alfred  8. 
Heath,  Jtimea(Staffords.tN.  W. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Sir  Alexander 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Howard,  J  no  {Kent.  Faverhm 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hon.  ArthurFred. 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Me r ton 
Kenyon-Slaney,Col.W.  {Salop. 
Kerr,  John 
Keswick,  William 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  {Glasgow 
Lawson,J.Grant(  Yorks.,N\R.) 
Leveson-Gower,  FrederickN.  S. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  {Bristol,  S. 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.  Jas.  (Kent) 
Luca»,KeginsAdJ. (Portsmouth) 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M4Iver,SirLewi8(J5rfi?iAt«rflrA  W 
BfKillop,  Jas.  (Stirlingshire) 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Mil  vain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  William  {Burnley) 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (Walthamstow) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  RtHn  A .  Graham  ( Bute 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nolan,Col.  John  ¥.(GalwaytN. 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Peel,  Hn  Wm.  Robert  Wellesley 
Percy,  Earl 
Pilkington,  Col.  Richard 
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Platt-Higgina,  Frederick 
Plummer,  w  alter  R. 
Pre ty man,  Ernest  George 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies    John  S. 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Rensbaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Ridley,  S.  Y.JBethnal  Green) 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thomsosi 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Rutherford,  John  {Lancashire) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Saml.  Alexander 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  B.) 
Smith,  HC(Xorth'mb.Tvneside 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxieth 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  SirWm.  Edw.  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,Rt.  Hn.  Sir  WilliamH 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barrisley) 
Webb,  Col.  William  George 
Welby,Lt-Col.  A.  C.  E(  Taunton 
Welby,SirCharlesG.E.(Arott«.) 
Whiteley,  U.(AshUnw.-Lyni) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson.  A.  S.  (Tori.  B.  B.) 
Wilson,  John  [Falkirk) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,  Rt.Hn.E.R.Bo**) 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Young,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Sir  Alexander  A  eland - 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  moved— 

"In  Clause  2,  page  1,  lines  10  and  11,  leave 
out  'council  of  each  borough,'  and  insert 
4  local  education  authority.'  * 

The  object  of  this  Amendment,  he  said, 
was  to  raise  the  clear  issue  whether  the 
Borough  Councils  should  be  brought  in 
in  the  matter  of  determining  the  number 
of  managers,  or  whether  the  number  of 
managers  should  be  determined  by  the 
local  education  authority.  The  Amend- 
ment proposed  that  the  matter  should 
be  left  to  the  local  education  authority. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  1,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  council  of  each  borough,'  and  insert  the  word* 
'local  education  authority."' — (Mr.  Sydney 
Buxton. ) 

Question  proposed,  uThat  the  words 
'council  of  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  the  ques- 
tion had  already  been  argued  at  length. 
He  therefore  proposed  to  say  no  more 
than  that  the  Government  could  not 
accept  the  Amendment. 

Question  put. 
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The  House  divided :— Ayes,  158;  Noes,  100.     (Division  List,  No.  161.) 

AYES. 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  0. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-Fletcher,Rt.  Hn.SirH. 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.(  MancKr 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Bowles,Lt.-Col.  K.Y.(Midd'x) 
Braasey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Butcher,  John  George 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  R.  F.(N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  VCW  {Derby sh.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Chapman,  Edward 
C-  chrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw  H.  Athole 
Cook,  8ir  Frederick  Lucas 
Cox.  Irwin  Edwd.  Bainbridge 
Cranborne.  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Oiasqow) 
Cross.  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Crowley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Penny,  Colonel 
DMvhn,Cha8.  Ramsav(Gfl/u**y) 
Doughty,  George 
Donglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Doxtord,  Sir  Wm.  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  E.  B.  (Hants,  W.) 
Fab^r,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Ed. 
Fercrusson.Rt  Hn.Sir  J.lMan'r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitsGerald,  Sir  Robt.  Penrose   ' 


Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Heury  William 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gordon,Hn.  J.E  (ElginkNairn 
Gore,HnG.R.C.Ormsby-(6Wo/? 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Greene,SirE.W.  (£vry  St.  Ed. 
Greene,  Hy.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hamilton,  Rt  HnLd.  G.(Midx 
Ha-  dy,  Laurence  (Kent,Ashfd 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haalam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Heath,  James  (Staffs.  N.  W.) 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Sir  Alexander 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Howard,  Jno.  (Kent,  Faver sham 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fred 
Kenyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  (Denbigh 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  W. (Salop 
Kerr,  John 
Keswick,  William 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow 
Lawson,JohnGrant(  I  orksfNR 
Leveson-Gower,FrederickN.S. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  Walter  (BristoltS 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.  Jas.  (Kent) 
Lucas,ReginaldJ  (Portsmouth) 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
M 'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M*Iver,SirLewis(  Jftftn&wrgrA  W 
M'Killop,  Jas.  (Stirlingshire) 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Mil  vain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  William  (Burnley) 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (Walthamstow) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  Rt.  H  n  A .  Graham  ( Bu  te 
Murray,  Chas.  J.  (Coventry) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nolan,Col.JohnP.(Ga/tt>ay,iV. 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 


Peel,  Hn.  Wm.  R.  Wellesley 
Percy,  Earl 

Pilkington,  Colonel  Richard 
Piatt- Biggins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Raech,  Major  Frederic  Carat 
Reid.  James  (Greenock) 
Rensnaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Ridley,  S.  F.  (Bethnal  Green) 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  E.) 
Smith,H.C(iVor<A'«io.  Tyneside 
Smith, James  [>&rker(Lanarks. 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Sp«ar,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 
Webb,  Colonel  William  George 
Welby.Lt.-Col.A.C.Etrawnfw 
Welby,  Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (Notts) 
Whiteley,  K.(Ashton-u.-Lyne) 
Willox.  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  ( York,  E.R 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (forks.) 
Wodfhouse,Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  (Bath 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Young,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes  — 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Ash  ton,  Thomas  Gair 

Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 

Bar  ran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Bond,  Edward 

Brigg,  John 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Brown,  George  M.  (Edinburgh 

Bryce,  Right  Hon.  James 

Burns,  John 

Burt,  Thomas 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 


NOES. 

Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
Campbell- Bannennan,  Sir  H. 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
De  war,  John  A.(Invern^ss-shire 
Dilke,   Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dillon,  John 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duncan  J.  Hastings 
Edwards,  Frank 


Elibank,  Master  of 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmund 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Foster,  Sir  Michl.  (Lond.  Unto 
Furness.  Sir  Christopher 
Goddara,  Daniel  F«»rd 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  JohnEldon 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
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Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon. Charles  H. 
Hope,  John  Deans  {Fife,  West 
Horniman,  Frederick  oohn 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kilbride,  Denis 
TCiteon,  Sir  James 
Langky,  Batty 
1/awson,Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornxcall) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M'Crae,  George 
ICLaren,  Sir  Charles   Benj. 
Mansfield,  Horace  Bendall 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  {Carmarthen 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
CDonnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
(TDowd,  John 

0*KeUy,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
Partington  Oswald 
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Panlton,  James  Mellor 

Perks,  Robert  William 

Philippe,  John  Wynford 

Price,  Robert  John 

Priestley,  Arthur 

Rea,  Russell 

Rickett,  J.   Compton 

Rigg,  Richard 

Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbiahe.) 

Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 

Roche,  John 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Runciman,  Walter 

Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbt.  L.  (Cleveland) 

Shaw.Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Sinclair,  John   (Forfarshire) 

Soares,  Ernest  J. 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 

Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glam.,  E.) 

Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
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Thomas, F.  Freem&n(Ha*tirig8 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.  B.) 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barndey) 
Warner,  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
W7ason,  John  Cathcart  (Orkney 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
Whiteley,  G.  (York,  W.  B.^ 
Whitley,  J.  H.  {Halt/ax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  O.  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  F.W.  (Norfolk,  Mid) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Yozall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes  — 
Mr.  William  M'Arthur 
and  Mr.  Spencer. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  Iq  page  1,  line  11,  after  the  word  *  borough  ' 
to  insert  the  words '  after  consultation  with  the 
local  education  authority  and.'  " — (Mr.  Peel.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 


i    Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

,  to  leave 
fr.  Peel.) 


"  In  iwge  1,  line  12,  to  Jeave  out  the  words 
Provided  that.' ' 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  the  Amend- 
ment he  wished  next  to  move  dealt  with 
the  proportion  of  managers  to  be 
nominated  by  the  Borough  Councils. 
The  Bill  as  it  stood  provided  that  three- 
fourths  should  be  so  nominated,  and 
his  proposal  was  to  secure  that  only 
one-third  should  be  selected  by  the 
minor  authority,  and  two-thirds  by  the 
major  body.  This  was  an  important 
point,  because  the  Prime  Minister  and 
the  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Education  had  again  and  again 
said  that  they  desired  that  the  County 
<3ouncil  should  have  supreme  control  in 
their  scheme  of  municipalisation,  just  the 
same  as  other  municipal  authorities 
throughout  the  country,  and  if  the 
Government  were  sincere  in  this  desire 
the  least  they  could  do  was  to  give  the 
authority  the  same  amount  of  represen- 
tation as  was  contained  in  last  year's 
Act.  He  feared  that  the  Borough 
♦Councils  would  feel  a  good  deal  of  irrita- 
tion against  the  Government  in  respect 
of  this  measure.  At  the  outset  they 
were  offered  lots  of  things  which  none 


of  them  asked  for,  and  all  had  since  been 
withdrawn.  It  might  be  they  would 
desire  to  appoint  their  proportion  of  the 
members  from  their  own  body.  There 
was  a  certain  amount  of  patronage  in 
connection  with  the  management  of 
elementary  schools  iu  London.  The 
management,  for  instance,  had  the  entire 
appointment  of  assistant  teachers,  and 
the  final  selection  for  the  head  teacher- 
ship  from  three  names  sent  down  to 
choose  from.  Apart  from  their  zeal  for 
education,  therefore,  he  could  well  under- 
stand that  the  borough  councillors 
would  be  anxious  to  serve  personally,  so 
as  to  have  a  share  of  the  patronage 
attaching  to  the  office.  This  might  pro- 
duce conflicts  with  the  County  Council, 
which  was  nominally  supreme.  If  the 
borough  councillors  themselves  consti- 
tuted three-fourths  of  the  managing  body, 
a  large  number  of  the  existing  managers 
would  have  to  be  got  rid  of.  All  were 
agreed  that  those  managers  were  doing 
admirable  work,  and  it  certainly  would  be 
a  great  pity  to  lose  their  services.  He 
understood  that  the  Parliamentary  Secre- 
tary did  not  want  to  bring  that  about, 
but  the  temptation  to  the  borough 
councillors  to  elect  themselves  would  be 
very  great.  He  did  not  mean  to  suggest 
that  they  would  exercise  their  powers  of 
patronage  unworthily.  The  Government 
had  refused  to  give  them  special  treat- 
ment for  London,  and  had  said  they  must 
accept  last  year's  Act.  What  did  that 
Act  say  in  this  respect  ?  It  said  that  as 
regarded  urban  districts  the  local  authority 
need  not  have  any  managers  at  all,  but 
if  any   were  appointed    four  should   be 
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chosen  by  the  major  authority — the 
council  of  the  county — and  two  only  by 
the  minor  authority — the  urban  district 
council.  Why  was  that  scheme  to  be 
departed  from  in  the  case  of  London? 
According  to  the  Act  of  last  year  the 
Borough  Councils  should  only  appoint 
one-third  instead  of  three-fourths  of  the 
managers.  If  the  County  Council  was  to 
be  really  supreme,  it  should  be  supreme 
in  regard  to  these  nominations.  He  had 
been  looking  through  the  list  of  managers 
in  London,  and  he  doubted  very  much  if 
the  Borough  Councillors  would  be  able 
to  find  a  sufficient  number  of  persons  to 
act.  Take  the  case  of  Stepney.  Many 
of  the  existing  managers  were  drawn 
from  the  West-end  of  London,  but  if  the 
choice  was  to  be  confined  to  the  borough 
he  was  convinced  it  would  not  be  possible 
to  find  nine  managers  for  each  separate 
school. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  three-fourths,'  and  insert  the  words  *  one- 
third.'  "—(Dr.  Macnamara.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
three-fourths  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  W.  F.  D.  SMITH  (Strand,  West- 
minster) said  the  House  must  be  weary  of 
•discussing  the  comparative  merits  of  the 
County  Council  and  Borough  Councils. 
He  could  not  agree  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Camber  well  that  the  London 
boroughs  should  be  looked  on  in  the 
same  light  as  the  urban  district 
councils,  neither  did  he  believe  they 
would  necessarily  limit  their  choice 
to  residents  of  local  areas.  People  in 
the  East-end  of  London  would  still  be 
able  to  have  the  assistance  of  those  from 
the  West-end,  and  under  the  Amend- 
ment standing  in  the  name  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Manchester  the  present 
managers  would  get  due  representation 
on  the  new  Board.  It  must  be  clear  to 
everybody  that,  although  the  Borough 
Councils  would  have  a  majority  of  the 
members,  as  a  matter  of  fact  they  would 
be  powerless  to  interfere  with  or  run 
counter  to  the  policy  of  the  local  edu- 
cation authority.  But  he  thought  the 
figures     as     they     stood     were    rather 


extreme,  and  he  hoped  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  would  see 
his  way  to  modify  them  by  giving  two- 
thirds  instead  of  three-fourths  to  the 
Borough  Councils.  If  opportunity  offered 
he  would  himself  propose  an  Amendment 
to  that  effect. 


Mr.  ERNEST  GRAY '  said  he  was 
anxious  not  to  delay  the  Bill  unneces- 
sarily, but  the  Amendment  before  the 
House  was  one  of  considerable  impor- 
tance. Steadily  step  by  step  the  House 
was  forging  the  chain  of  control  from 
the  County  Council  authority  downwards. 
In  the  Bill  as  originally  presented  the 
chain  was  broken  in  the  constitution  of 
the  Committee  and  in  the  establishment 
of  boards  of  management,  but  the 
House  itself,  with  the  Government  very 
reluctantly  acquiescing,  had  established 
the  first  principles  of  the  control  of  the 
County  Council  over  its  own  Committee, 
following  upon  the  control  of  the  Com- 
mittee over  the  schools  in  the  several 
boroughs.  Now  he  was  anxious  to  com- 
plete that  chain  of  control.  A  large 
amount  of  detail  work  would  undoubtedly 
have  to  be  delegated  to  the  managers  of 
the  schools,  but  the  Education  Com- 
mittee would  never  consent  to  delegate 
powers  to  a  body  over  which  they 
were  not  able  to  exercise  control.  If  the 
provision  in  the  Bill  was  retained  he 
believed  the  County  Council  would 
refuse  to  delegate  this  detail  work, 
because  the  Education  Committee  could 
have  no  confidence  in  boards  of  manage- 
ment so  constituted.  They  had  re- 
peatedly been  told  that  the  County 
Council  must  have  full  confidence  in  the 
managers,  but  how  could  it  have  such 
confidence  under  an  arrangement  like 
this.  He  hoped  that  before  the  debate 
closed  the  House  would  agree  to  pro- 
vide that  one-half  of  the  managers 
should  be  appointed  by  the  County 
Council  and  one-half  by  the  Borough 
Councils.  That  would  be  a  reasonable 
Amendment.  He  was  anxious  to  enlist 
the  services  of  women,  and  he  thought 
the  County  Council  would  be  more 
likely  to  appoint  women  than  the 
Borough  Councils  would  be.    He  agreed 
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with  the  argument  that  the  Borough  j  *SiR  WILLIAM  ANSON  thought  hon- 
Councils  would  be  strongly  tempted  Members  had  forgotten  to  look  at  the 
to  elect  their  own  members  as  managers,  j  schedule  in  the  Act  of  last  year,  which 
They  would  forget  that  two-thirds  of  prescribed  the  powers  of  the  Com- 
the  children  in  the  schools  were  either  mittees  of  Managers  to  deal  with  matters 
children  of  tender  years  or  girls,  and  relating  to  the  management,  but  subject 
that  therefore  it  was  most  desirable  to  to  such  conditions  and  restrictions  as 
appoint  women  as  managers.  It  was  !  should  be  suggested  by  the  local  edu- 
uscless,  perhaps,  to  appeal  to  the  cation  authority.  He  hoped,  haying 
hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  !  provided  that  those  bodies  should  be 
Bill,  but  he  would  appeal  to  hon.  !  brought  into  consultation  with  one 
Members  on  this  question  to  try  and  :  another,  that  the  consultations  would 
disregard  Party  pressure,  and  to  arrive  bring  about  such  an  interchange  of 
at  a  decision  in  the  interests  of  the '  opinion  as  would  enable  the  selection  of 
schools  in  this  effort  to  complete  the  the  boroughs  to  command  the  confidence 
chain  of  control.  The  thing  once  done  ;  of  the  local  education  authority.  He 
would  not  be  undone  for  many  years  to  bore  in  mind  what  had  been  said  as 
come,  and  in  the  interim  much  mischief  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  managers 
might  be  perpetrated.  The  schools  were  ,  experienced  by  the  School  Board, 
now  being  placed  under  an  entirely  new  Surely  they  might  draw  from  that  the 
system,  a  great  experiment  was  being  j  lesson  that  they  would  lighten  the  heavy 
entered  upon,  and  he  appealed  to  those  burden  of  the  local  education  authority, 
who  wished  to  see  the  education  given  !  and,  to  some  extent,  obviate  the  difficulty 
in  the  Metropolis  equal,  if  not  superior,  ,  experienced  by  the  School  Board  if  they 
to  anything  in  the  Empire  to  give  the  !  required  the  Borough  Councils  to  find 
County  Council  a  paramount  voice  in  the  larger  proportion  of  the  board  of 
the  selection  of  boards  of  managers  |  managers.  He  confessed  that  unless 
for   each  school  or    group   of  schools.  \  Precautions  were  taken  to  ensure   the 

t>  ..    .  ,,  ^,  j  presence   of  women  on    the    board    of 

-Personally  he  would  support  the  omission    r 

I  managers,  as  well    as  the  presence    of 
of  the  words  "  two-thirds     in  the  hope :  .  ,       ,      , ,  ,     ..  A     . 

r      former  managers,  he  should  hesitate  to 

that   later  on   one-half    would   be   sub-  j  entrugt   th#  boroughs  with   this   iarge 
stituted.  proportion,  but,  as  it  was,  he  wanted  to 

retain  the  best  of  the  old,  and,  at  the 
Lord     EDMUND     FITZMAURICE  '  8ame  time,  strike  a  new  vein  by  giving 
(Wiltshire,  Cricklade)  said  it  was  scarcely    the  boroughs    the  larger  number.     He 
necessary   to   do  more   than  move  the  ;  quite  agreed,    however,    with  the   hon. 
Amendment,    because    of     the     argu-  j  Member  £or  the  Strand  Division  that 
ments  that   had   already   been  put    so    three-fourths   was  a    large   proportion, 
......  TT    ,        ,    ,     I  and,  besides,  it  wassomewhat  inconvenient 

forcibly  in  its   favour.      He  hoped  the  I      .  _        ...      _    ,.       .  .  A      . 

I  arithmetically.  Bodies  of  six,  nine,  twelve. 

Government  would  facilitate  the  pw  !  ^  fifte€n  were  eaiieP  ^  be  sub  divid«l 
ceedings  by  at  once  announcing  that  I  than  were  those  of  {our  eightj  twelve, 
they  would  consent  to  the  Motion,  and  ,  and  sixteen.  Therefore,  although  he 
thus  obtain  an  equality  of  representation.  |  could  not  go  to  the  length  suggested  by 
Mr.  Ernest  Gray. 
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the  hon.  Member  for  West  Ham,  and 
accept  the  proposal  to  give  one-half,  he 
should  be  quite  prepared  to  accept  the 
proportion  of  two-thirds  nominated  by 
the  Borough  Councils,  and  one-third  by 
the  County  Council. 


Mr.  BRYCE  could  not  follow  the 
arithmetical  argument  of  the  hon. 
Baronet  that  it  was  easier  to  divide  by 
three  than  by  two.  He  should  have 
thought  that  if  the  Government  was 
willing  to  depart  from  the  three-fourths 
proportion  they  might  have  accepted 
one-half.  Surely  sufficient  opinion  had 
been  expressed  on  the  Government  side 
to  make  it  clear  t  hat  the  House  would  be 
content  with  one-half.  They  were  will- 
ing to  withdraw  further  objection  to  the 
scheme  if  the  principle  of  equality  were 
agreed  to,  and  that  proportion  would  be 
most  in  accord  with  the  general  feeling 
of  the  House,  whilst  no  slur  would  be 
cast  on  either  council. 


*Mr.  BOND  called  attention  to  what 
had  taken  place  earlier  in  the  Bill,  when  it 
was  proposed  to  mak  the  London  County 
Council  the  local  education  authority. 
As  to  the  possibility  of  that  Council 
undertaking,  in  addition  to  its  other 
duties,  the  vast  work  of  the  School 
Board,  and  controlling  the  voluntary 
and  elementary  schools  of  London,  the 
fears  then  expressed  were  mitigated  by 
the  suggestion  that  there  must  be  a 
certain  amount  of  delegation.  It  was 
said  that  the  London  School  Board  did 
not  delegate  sufficiently,  and  that  the 
new  authority  ought  to  do  more 
in  that  direction  than  the  School  Board 
had  done  in  the  past.  How  could 
it  delegate  powers  if  the  Committee 
contained    two-thirds  whom   it    did  not 


Education  BUI 

appoint  1     Then  it  had  been 
that  the  powers  of  managers  were  but 
trifling  in  importance,  but  could  it  be 
contended  that  the  appointment  and  con- 
trol of  the  teachers  was  a  trifling  matter. 
He  could  not  help  thinking  that  unless 
there  was  a  majority  appointed  by  the 
local    education    authority,  the  work  of 
the  central   education  authority   as  re- 
garded  the  management  of  elementary 
schools,  instead  of  being  made  less  would 
be  greater,  so   much  so,  in  fact,   as  to 
entail  a  risk  of  the  machine  breaking  down 
under  the  pressure.     Every  consideration 
pointed  in  the  direction  of  giving  a  con- 
siderable majority  to  the  nominees  of  the 
local  education  authority  upon  the  boards, 
but  he  thought  it  was  quite  possible  that  if 
a  large  majority  of  these  managers  were 
appointed  by  the  Borough  Councils,  the 
borough   councillors   might  be    tempted 
to  go  upon  these  governing  bodies — a  step 
that  would  not  conduce  to  the  interests  of 
education.       The     hon.     Member    for 
Camber  well  had  drawn  attention  to  the 
Act  of  last  year,  and  said  if  they  followed 
that    precedent   they   would   have  two- 
thirds  appointed  by  the  central  author- 
ity and  one-third   by  the  local  author- 
ity.    In  the  small  towns,    dealt  with  by 
last  year's  Act,  people  knew  each  other, 
and  those  selected  to  act  were  recognised 
as  the  right   people  to   undertake  tie 
business,   but    in   large  boroughs,    HLe 
Camberwell  or  Paddington,  where  there 
were  an  enormous  number  of  schools  to 
be  managed,  it  was  not  so  likely  that  the 
really  right  people  would  be  picked  out. 
If  it  was  desirable  in  the  case  of   rural 
councils  to  give  two-thirds  to  the  central 
authority  and  only  one-third  to  the  local 
authority,  then   a  foiiiari  it  was  much 
more  right  to  give  the  larger  nominations 
to    the  central    authority   in    London. 
He   hoped  that   the  Amendment  would 
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be  accepted,  and  if  they  could  not  get   ment  had  now  suggested  a  .nodificatioa 

of  two-thirds  nominated  by  the  Borough 


that  they  must  get  something  as  near  to 
it  as  possible. 


Mr.  BOUSFIELD  ventured  to  think 
that  in  making  the  concession  the 
Government  had  gone  as  far  as  they 
ought  in'the  direction  desired  bythehon. 
Mem  ber  for  Camber  well.  The  difference 
in  the  policies  advocated  was  that  they 
desired  the  Borough  Councils  to  take 
as  much  interest  as  possible  in  educa- 
tion, and  for  that  reason  they  thought 
it  right  that  they  should  have  some  real 


Councils  and  one-third  by    the   County 
Councils.      That  meant   that  as  far  as 
possible  two-thirds  would  be  inhabitants 
of  the  borough.     It  had  been  suggested 
that  they  would   probably   be  borough 
councillors,  but  he  did  not  think  that  was 
likely,  because  he  knew  how  heavy  the 
duties  of  those  gentlemen  were  already, 
and  he  could  not  imagine  that  they  would 
take  upon  themselves  these    additional 
duties.     Under  the  proportions  proposed, 
they  would  have  two-thirds  of  the  managers' 
chosen  by  the  locality,  and  one  third  from 
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power,  without  which  they  would  take 

no  real  interest.    They  did  not  want  to    °Ut8lde'      He     hoPed    the    Government 

carry  control   into  every  detail  of  ad-    T^  ^^  t0  the    comPromi*e  that 


carry  control   into  every  detail  of  ad- 
ministration.   So  far  as  real  control  over 
policy  was  concerned,  the  County  Council 
had  absolute  and  ample  control.     They 
on   that   side  of    the   House   who   had 
advocated  the  Borough  Councils  having 
some  power,  had  desired  that  the  County 
Councils  should  have  the  real  controlling 
power  as  regarded  the  policy  of  Educa- 
tion in  London,  and  they  had  got  that. 
If  the  management  did   not   carry  out 
the     policy    of     the    County    Council 
the    latter    had    the    power     to   alter 
it  on  vital   matters  of    administration, 
but  he  submitted   that  the  paramount 
consideration  was  not   that  the   County 
Council  should  be  able  to  carry  its  control 
into  the  very  smallest  details  of  adminis- 
tration, but  that  they  should  have  a  body 
of  men  engaged  in  the  work  of  education 
that  knew  something  about  it  and  were 
devoted  to  it.     From  that  point  of  view 
some  increase  of  interest  and  power  in  the 
Borough  Councils  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  create  a  race  of  men  willing  and  capable 
to  take  upon  themselves  those  adminis- 
trative duties.     What  they  wanted  were 
men   in  every  district  interested  in  the 
education  of  their  locality.     The  Govern- 
Mr.  Bond. 


they  had  suggested. 

MR.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  said  he  rose 
for  the  purpose  of    making    a    further 
appeal  to  the  Government.     It  was  quite 
clear  from  what  had  occurred  that  after- 
noon  and  evening,  and    especially   with 
regard  to  that  Amendment,  that  there  was 
a  very  strong  feeling,    certainly   among 
the     majority   of    Members,     that     the 
County  Council,   as  the  local  authority, 
ought  to  have  supreme  authority  in  this 
matter.       No    reason    had    been    given 
why  the  Government  should  depart  from 
their  Bill  of  last  year,  which  gave  a  sub- 
stantial majority  to  the  local  authority. 
The  proposal  that  in  regard  to  the  local 
authority  the   counties   should   be   in   a 
minority  on  the  boards  of  managers  was 
resisted  by  the  Leader  of  the  House  last 
year,    when  he    said    that    the   County 
Council  was  to  be  the  supreme  authority 
in   all    matters   of   education,  and,   that 
being  so,  it  was  only  reasonable  to  give 
them   the    majority   on   the    boards    of 
managers.    It  would  be  extremely  foolish 
after  deciding  that  the  County  Council 
was  to  be  the  supreme  authority,  to  hand 
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the  majority  over  to  the  local  body. 
He  (Mr.  Buxton)  could  not  see  how  the 
Government  could  resist  a  proposal  they 
themselves  adopted  last  year  in  regard  to 
this  matter.  He  hoped  the  hon  Baronet, 
in  order  to  meet  the  feeling  which  was 
not  confined  to  any  one  quarter  of  the 
House,  would  carry  this  matter  out  on 
the  lines  of  the  Act  of  last  year. 

Mb.  LOUGH  suggested  that  as  the 
hon.  Baronet  had  intimated  his  willing- 
ness to  make  a  concession,  the  point 
should  be  settled  at  one-half. 
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Dr.  MACNAMARA  asked  leave  to 
withdraw  his  proposal  in  order  that  the 
substitution  of  "one-half"  might  be 
moved,  the  latter  proportion  appearing  to 
carry  more  favour.  ("No.")  Then  he 
would  take  the  "  one-third  "  to  a  division. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 


Question  put,  "  That  the  words 
third '   be  there  inserted." 


one- 


The     House    divided  : — Ayes,     110: 
Noes,  172.     (Division  List  No.  162.) 


Asher,  Alexander 

Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 

Asquith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbt.  Hy. 

Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 

Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Bond,  Edward 

Brigg,  John 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Brown, George  M.  (Edinburgh) 

Bryce,  Right  Hon.  James 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Caldwell,  James 

Cameron,  Robert 

Causton,  Richard  Knight 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Crexner,  William  Randal 

Crooks,  William 

Dewar,  John  A.(Invtrness-sh.) 

Dilke,   Rt.   Hon.   Sir  Charles 

Dillon,  John 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Doughty,  George 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  {Lanark) 

Duncan,  J.  Hastings 

Klibank,  Master  of 

Emmott,  Alfred 

Fen  wick,  Charles 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Lcith) 

Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmund 

Foster,  Sir  Michl.  {Lond.  Univ 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 

Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 

Furness,  Sir  Christopher 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 


AYES. 

Gray,  Ernest  ( West  Ham) 
Grey,Rt.  Hon.  SirE.  (Berwick) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hardie,  J.  Keir  (Merthyr  Tyd 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Hayter,  Rt  Hon  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hemphill, Rt.  Hon.  CharlesH. 
Hobhouse,RtHn  H.(Somerset,E 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Jones,  Wil)iam(  Carnarvonshire 
Kiteon,  Sir  James 
Labouohere,  Henry 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,Sir  Wilfrid  (Corntcall) 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
M4 Arthur,  Wiliam  (Cornwall) 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Laren,  Sir  Charles   Benj. 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (Walthamstow) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Price,  Robert  John 


Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Rigg.  Richard 
Roberts,  JohnH.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,  H.  (Hackney)^  T~~3 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Runciman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W, 

Samuel,  Herbt.  L.  (Cleveland} 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Stafford) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Smith,H.C(AorM'm&.  Tyneside 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spencer,Rt.  Hn.  CR(Northanis 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Badcliffe) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas, Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thomas.David  Alf  red(  Merthyr 
Thomas,F.  Freema.n(Hastingsy 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.  B.) 
Tomkinson   James 
Toulmin,  George 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Wason,  E.  (Clackmannan) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Williams,  O.  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  F.W.  (Norfolk,  Midi 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mia) 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes  — 
Dr.  Macnamara  and  Mr. 
George  White. 


Agg-Gartlner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  0. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Ri^ht  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-Fletcher,Rt.  Hn.SirH. 


NOES 

Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (ManW 
Balfour,RtHnGeraldW.  (Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Ohristch. 
Bent  in  ck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bill,  Charles 


Blundell.  Colonel  Henry 
Bouafiela,  William  Robert 
Bowles,  Lt-Col.H.  ¥.(Midd'x\ 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Butcher,  John  George 


*j*A     fall*  ft    ,/jfiUt    jfut*t*r 

',***}**    W*  t.>+}\*. 
i'Sfit  }j<0\k  }*>***.%,  Jfeitiv^jg* 
V  ******* ,  Vifl^nmvt 
V**k  '%***+  A#m* 
'>*■*.  £.«*.*&*   /rfatywr 

ih**p   <&#*£ 

JMurttai*-.  *W.  it*.  ***  4<***m*: 

J/Wgfciv,  Ha   IU**>   h    h**** 

ft**,  t,  H  <Hm*t*f  W.\ 
V**fti  tfit'rtfr  iHmmm  < Thrift 
VriU/ W*r, II W  AllwynVA  *« *i 
V»i'JH**Mj Hi Ilufyi4  < M //*/-> 
PuitUw  It  A  w*4 4  lU'M'k  WbwU 
*>**  V  lu   fism  hw/m  II 
tint* j,  tot  lb  Am  it  tbutUMiyt* 
Itflm,  VtAUtm  lt*y*m 
ft* /t**t*Ul,H>t  11**1**1  \'w***>, 

l'U/»*f.  fUftMkl 

ptnttMt,  tittftty  WhUhm 
****** t  I'   «    (W*rul<k,H.W. 
I'ylvt,  AnUh  Aflliuf 
^nll7t»y.  William  .htUuvm 
i  **tt*i**njllhl  \'M',l;l'ii  a *i*l  S  rn 
inH*\\ni,  Jf.f ;  Of-rif»i»y  oW'/// 
<>ottUhtn/t  Mww»l  Alfred 
i\ru\t*in    lUnry  Kober! 

4  iMWIH'.iilf  K  W .  ( liiii  //  ,S7.  /',//. ) 
intu'iiK,  ||«tfiiy  \l.lShrti*m*biirtj) 
thvlUto,  A*  Am 
(iutvim,  Jam**  l'n\ui\At: 
l't\\fu\,  linn.  Ivoi  t 'liufffiill 


3hm*UH^frJbul*mnk*  Minx*  .- 

JmnmA    M*pr  S   £ac~j& 
^*jfis*5»#  |i-.  Hi..  A.r?inr7fM. 

^vM«n«ut    HtTvwrfl 
X^MifMb,  Hvl.  O  X.  JL*ampk 

^*«r^.  WiUMb 

l**t*,  4Jd   Hmil  Bta&aw: 

Is? » »»aM*v»  vr  .frnMrn-JK  y .  *- 
l>Xk?f  ^>*r*io  W*Jj«r  f>«kjxi« 

%$  Anhw.tXiMA*!*  Liv-psA 

M  K  »J^/p f  J *^**«* !  StiHi**J*  hirt 

,  W^rliM.  I\*\vlp\  HMuliAi 
UilrMim.  ncmm 
MiU-Ml,  WilJUm  </i«r«/'y; 
U*m\M%*,  O.  < Huntingdon) 

H**m,  YAw%tA  Robert  Pacj 
M'/rr*l!#  George  Herbert 
M*trrmim,  Jame«  Archibald 
Morten,  Arthur!! ,  A  \  hi  ier 
.  tf'/tiot,  William  Arthur 
!  M ii rr. -i y ,la If ri A. GrHlmiii'/;*^' 
|  M  u rrnv,  <'li«.rl*^  J.  iCorrntry) 
%tym,  Willjam  Henry 
Nolan,'  ol./olin  YAfitthrtiy.S. 
Orr-Ewlng,  Charles  Lindsay 
l'^l,llri\Vm.!U>»i«rt\Velle«ley 
l'«wy,  Karl 

I'ilkiri^Uiit,  Co].  Kichard 
Plati-Hiffgiiia,  Frederick 


Isuu^uvn  JUL 
?>nmair.   V  mw  1. 


iTf. 


■L    — T.— .  U- 

*-ir-"JL  lnwirr 
IdSEL  Jfisior  J~a 


kmur «*■:•*   L^i.  *  «.-*  ^"iiwnnrn- 

&r; 

>u.ri.At*tt.H    £<r*:<*f-«JEAuft 
%L^ir  fix.  W.  F.  D.  Strmmd 
Edw.  Jaa.  (5maersr0 
Li'.«rc   L*rit-+. 
MitTrfcri .  >u  M  hrfc  -1 .  M  Tagpart 
vtirja^-llaxweC  55r  Jn.  M. 
7  *J  *x«t  Hi.  H n.  J . « - .  Os  ~ d  Urn  i> 
Tfccra'uoa,  Percy  H. 
Tcfljcrflmebe.  Hesrr  JaaBea 
Tf/wrliaanej.  Sir  ^"d.  £.  M. 
Tufnell.  Ue«r.-GoJ.  Edward 
TnlKf  Sir  John  Batty 
Vaierjt  iju  Vw-ouiit 
Wa]roD<i.Kt  Hon  Sir  WillUmH. 
W«}#)f.Cokiiiei  William  George 
WdU'.Lt.  -O..J  A.r.  E  Tw^n 
Welbr,  Sir  Chaa.  G.  E.  (SetU) 
Whiteley,  HJAttoon-u.-Lfnt) 
Whitmor*,  Charles  Algernon 
WiUox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  A.  S.  (Tori,  B.  B.) 
■  Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (York.) 
|  W<*Mio\i*eAlt.Hn.E.H.\Bath 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  Oeorge 
;  Voun^,  .Samuel 

I  TKLLKKS  Foi;  THE  XOES  — 
Sir  Alexander  Aclanri- 
Hot*]  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


*Sim  VVIIJJAM   ANSON  movnl    the 
MiHcriiifii  of  M  f wrn  thinlH." 

AtlMMIclltMMlf.  |HO|)OHO<1  to  the  Mill 

*' hi  I'tw  I,  lltit«   \%  iillft   Mir.  hmi  AiikmmI 
timtil,    In   Ihpni!    I  In*   wonN    •  two  iJiirclH,'" 


QucHtion   put,   "That    those  words  be 
thou;  inserterl  in  the  hi\]." 


The     House     divided:     -Ayes,    177; 
No«%  10.").     (Division  List  Xu.   1G3.) 


Ahm  Uithlitrr,  iUiuoii  Tynte 
Ahu»w,  Nir  Amtraw  NoaI 
\iimoii,  Sh  Wilhiiiu  Ititviiell 
\iitolil  Kotnl^r.  Hutfh  (). 
\iiol,  Hit  WiHmm 
MkiiikiMi.  Hiuht  lion.  John 
\utn»Y  rlol.Vi.Mi  llu.Sirll. 


AYKH. 

I Wim,  (X»lom*l  JanKM  Rot>ert 
ItalrartvM,  Lord 
llnlfiHtr.lU  lloii.A.J.(.l/rr#ffAV 
llNircmr,  |{|.  Iln.  <J.  W.  (Leah 
lliftlftiur.  KiMtnoth  \i.{(Jhri*tcJi. 
Ikntliuok,  l.or«l  HtMirv  (\ 
Hill,  r\\M-\vs 


Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Rouafield.   William  Robert 
Hriissey,  Albert. 
Hull.  William  James 
Huii'hfr.  John  (ieorge 
Crtinplu'U.  John  ( Armagh,  S.) 
Quit  ley,  Henry  Strothe: 
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Cavendish,  R.  F.  (AT.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.  W.  (Dei  bysh  ire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  {Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  [Greenwich} 
Chamberlain,  Kt  Hu.  J.  (Birm. 
Chapman,  Edward 
Clive,i  Captain  fercy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  K. 
Collings,  Kt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomo,  Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw  H.  A  thole 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cox,  Irwin  Edwd.  Bainbridge 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edraond 
Dimsdale,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Jos.  C. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Kt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Doxtord,Sir  William  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  E.  B.  [Hants,  W.) 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Ed. 
Fergusson,Rt  Hn.Sir  J.{Man'r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,SirRobeit  Penrose 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  P.  S.  ( Warwick,  S.  W. 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gordon,Hn.J.E.(#tym  &  Nrn 
Gore,  H  n.  G.  R.  C.  Orinsby  (Salop 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham.  Henrv  Robert 
Greene^irE.W.f^ttry^f.  Ed. 
Greene, Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-(CYr//f6.v. 
Gretton,  John 
Groves.  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 


{14  July  1903} 

Hamilton>Rt.Hu.W.G.(;Wwttr 
Hardy,Laurence(ifcnM*A/ord 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Heath,  James  (Staffs.,  N.  W.) 
Henderson,  Sir  Alexander 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hogs,  Lindsay 
HouTt,  Joseph 

Howard,  J.  [Kent,  Faversham 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fred 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Helton 
Johnstone,  Heywood 
Kenyon,Hon.Geo.T.  (Denbigh) 
Kenyon-Slaney,  CoL  W. (Salop 
Kerr,  John 
Keswick,  William 
Law,  Andrew  Booar  (Glasgow 
Law9on,JahnGrant(  YorksNR. 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,  Frederick  N.  S. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Loog,RtHn.  Walter^  Bristol,S. 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft 
Lucas,  Reg'ld  J.  (Portsmouth) 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
M*Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Iver,SirLewis(ifrttw&tfryA  W 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  William  (Bwnley) 
Montagu,  G.  {Huntingdon) 
Montagu, Hon.  J.  Scott  (Hants) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Ay  liner 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  RtHn  A .  Graham  ( Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nulun,Col.JohnP.(lr7r/ircuy,Ar. 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Peel,  Hn.  Wm.  R.  Wellesley 
Percy,  Earl 

Pilkington,  Colonel  Richard 
Platt-Higrins,   Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
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Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pry ce-J ones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Raich,  Major  Frederic  Cam* 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Ridley,Hn.  M.  W.  (Stalybridge 
Ridley,  S.  F.  (Bethnal  Green) 
Ritchie,Rt.Hn.Chas.  Thomson. 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire), 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehovse} 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seely,  Chas.  Hilton  (IAncolnr 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Abel  ^.(Hertford,  East 
Smith,  James  Parker  (Lanarks 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand 
Stanley,  Ed.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  { Lanes.) 
Stewart,Sir  Mark  J.M'Taggart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Talbot,RtHn.J.G.(0:r/Wnit/. 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M~ 
Tnfnell,  Lieut.-Col.  Edward 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,Rt.Hn.SirWrilliamH.. 
Webb,  Colonel  William  George 
Welby,Lt-ColA.C.E(ravn<(W 
Welby,  Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (Notts) 
White\eyyH(Ashton-i(nd'Lirne 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon. 
Wrilloughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Willoz,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson, A.  Stanley  (York,E.B.. 
Wrodehouse,Rt.  Hn.  E.R.  (Bath 
Wylie.  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George- 
Young,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hoodand  Mr.  Anstruther. 


NOES. 


Allen,  Chas.  P.  (Glos. ,  Stroud) 
Asher,  Alexander 
Ash  ton,  Thomas  Gair 
Asquith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbt.  Hy. 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Bond,  Edward 

Bowles,Lt.-<^l.H.F(J//rtc#tw* 
Brigg,  John 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brown,  George  M.  (Etfinbvryli 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

VOL.  CXXV. 


Caldwell,  James 

Causton,  Richard  Knight 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Cremer,  WTilliam  Randal 

Crooks,  William 

Dewar,  John  A.(Inverness-sh.) 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Duncan,  J.  Hastings 

Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 

Elihank,  Master  of 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 

Foster,  Sir  Michl.  (Lond.  Univ 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 

[Fourth  Series.] 


Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Furness,  Sir  Christopher 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gray,  Ernest  ( West  Ham) 
Grey,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  E.  (Berwick) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J.    • 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hardie,  J.  Ke\r(Merthyr  Tydvil 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 
Havter,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Arthur  1). 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  H. 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Jones,  William  ( Canarvomhire 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
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Langley,  Batty 
JLawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Macoamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M 'Arthur,  William  {Cornwall) 
M'Crae,  (ieorga 
M'Laren,8ir  Charles  Benjamin 
Mansfield,  Horace  Kendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Morgan,DavidJ(  Walthamstoto 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  {Carmarthen 
jVloulton,  John  Fletcher 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 


{COMMONS} 

•Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Jligg,  Richard 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigh*.) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Runciman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  {Stafford) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Smith,  EC(Northimb.Ti/ncside 
Scares,  Ernest  J. 
Spencer,Rt.  Hn.  C.  H(Nort ha  n U 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radeliffc 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  {Carmarthen  E. 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glmmorgan  E. 
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Thomas,  Da  vid  Alf  red(  Merth  jr 
Thomas,  F.  Freeman  (Hastings 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  IF.  71.) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Wason,  E.  (Clackmannan) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Goorge  (Norfolk) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth 
Wilson,  F.W.  {Norfolk,  Mid) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham  Mul.) 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.Stuart- 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tkllkrs  for  the  Noes — 
Lord  Edmund  Fitzmanrice 
and  Mr.  Henrv  Hobhouse. 


Mr.  MANSFIELD  moved  to  sub- 
stitute the  word  '•  may "  for  the  word 
"  shall "  in  that  part  of  the  clause  which 
provides  that  the  Borough  Councils  shall 
appoint  three-fourths  of  the  school 
managers.  At  the  present  moment  the 
number  of  those  who  had  the  appoint- 
ment of  those  managers  was  very  small 
indeed.  The  ratepayers  had  decided 
that  the  Borough  Councils  were  not  the 
proper  authorities  to  elect  the  mana- 
gers, and  the  ratepayers  of  London  had 
declared  that  they  did  not  wish  the 
Borough  Councils  to  have  the  appoint- 
ment of  managers.  In  some  cases,  the 
very  Councils  upon  whom  the  Govern- 
ment wished  to  put  the  duty  of  electing 
the  managers,  had  declined  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  the  Act  at  all. 
How  was  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Education  going  to  deal  with  that 
difficulty  1  How  he  would  deal  with  the 
Borough  Councils  who  refused  to  elect 
managers  he  was  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand. They  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  to  call  out  ihe  5th  and  6th  Army 
Corps  in  order  to  adjust  these  matters 
in  London.  The  GOHUgunent  were 
finding  out  in  the  counflBfcfoi  there 
was  such  a  thing  as  opposftHHto  the 
Education  Bill  of    last    year,  UB  what 


they  wanted  to  do  now  was  to  pre- 
vent the  passive  resistance  movement 
spreading  from  the  provinces  to  Lon- 
don. He  was  anxious  to  reduce  that 
resistance  to  a  mimimum,  so  that  this 
Bill  should  have  a  chance  of    becoming 

popular  and  securing  success.  It  was 
notorious  that   the   Borough    Councils 

were     not    looked     Upon    as    a   good 

authority   to  elect    those  managers,  and 

he  desired  to  take  out  the  word  ••  shall  " 

and  insert  the   word  •'  may,"  so    that 

some    degree    of    elasticity    might    be 

introduced.    He  proposed    this  Amend* 

ment  in  order  that  the  County  Council 

as  the  education  authority  might  have 

supreme  power. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 
"In  page  1,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  word 

•shall*  and  insert  the  word  'may.'" — (Mr. 

Mansfield.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
'shall  '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

*  Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  he  had 
some  difficulty  in  understanding  the 
object  of  thehon.  Member's  Amendment. 
He  did  not  know  whether  he  meant 
this  power  to  be  permissive  or  not.  If 
he  meant  it  to  be  permissive  then  he 
could  not  accept  the  Amendment  in  its 
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present  form.  If  he  meant  that  the 
Borough  Councils  might  declineto  appoint 
managers  and  a  deadlock  might  arise  he 
wished  to  point  out  that  in  the  first 
•schedule  of  the  Act  the  Education  Com- 
mittee might  appoint  Subcommittees 
consisting  partly  of  its  own  members 
and  partly  of  other  persons,  and  therefore 
the  management  might  go  on  under 
Sub-committees.  He  could  not  consent 
to  leave  it  to  the  option  of  the  Education 
Authority  as  to  whether  the  boroughs 
should  appoint  these  managers  or  not. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  thought  there 
was  a  good  deal  more  in  this  Amendment 
than  the  hon.  Baronet  seemed  to  think. 
After  all,  in  his  opinion ,  it  would  facilitate 
arrangements  being  made  between  the 
two  parties,  and  he  hoped  his  hon.  friend 
would  press  the  matter  to  a  division. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  thought  this  was 
a   more    practical    proposal     than    the 


Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education 
realised,  because  two-thirds  in  this  case 
would  mean  eight  persons.  Suppose,  as 
was  quite  conceivable,  the  Borough 
Councils  could  not  appoint  eight  persons, 
in  that  case  they  at  once  created  a 
deadlock.  He  could  see  no  other  way 
out  of  the  difficulty  at  all  except  making 
this  proposal  more  elastic.  In  regard  to 
the  practical  working  of  this  scheme  by 
putting  in  the  word  "  shall,"  they  were 
asking  them  to  do  an  impossibility  in 
the  East-end  of  London.  They  would 
send  eight  or  twelve  persons,  who  would 
not  always  be  the  most  suitable  for  the 
office.  Surely  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Education,  with  his  zeal  to 
make  this  thing  workable,  would  be 
well  advised  to  make  it  as  elastic  as 
possible. 


Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :- 
83.    (Division  List  No. 


Ayes,  176;  Noes 
164.) 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arnold- Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-Fletcher,Rt.  Hn.SirH. 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Roljert 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.Hn.  A.  J.  (Manch'r. 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch 
Ban  bury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 

Bowles,Lt.  -Col.  H.  ¥{Middlescs 
Brassey    Albert 
Bull,  Williair  James 
Butcher,  John  George 
-Campbell,  John  (Armagh  S.) 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Anton  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hn. J. (Birm. 
Chapman,  Edward 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,Hon.  ThomasH.  A.  E. 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton 
Oossley,  Rt.  H  on.  Sir  Savile 
Oust,  Henry  John  C. 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 


AYES. 

Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dimsdale,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Jos.  C. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Doxford,  Sir  Win.  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Dyke,Rt.Hn.  Sir  William  Hart 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  E.  B.  (Hants,  W.) 
Faber,  George  Denison  ( York) 
Feilowee,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Ed. 
Fergusson,  Rt.  Hn.Sir J.  (Manc'r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitzgerald,Sir  Robert  Penrose- 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry i  William 
Foster,  P.  S.  (Warwick,  S.W. 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gibbs,HnA.G.  H(City  o/Lond. 
Gordon,Hn  J.  E(Elgin  and  2Frn 
Gore,  HnG.  R.  C0rmsby-(5o/op 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham.  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene&rEW^&rySEdm'nds 
Greene,  Hy.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Greene,  W .  Ila.ymond-(Camb*. 
Gretton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hamilton,RtHnLordG(  AfiV&f-r 
Hardy,  Laurence  (Kent,A$hfd 
Hare.  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Rp.ith.  James  (Staffs.,  N.  W.) 


Henderson.  Sir  Alexander 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hobhouse,  RtHnH  (Somrst  E 
Hogg,  Lindsay 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Howard,  Jno  (Kent,  Faver'km 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fred 
Jessel ,  Capt  ainHerhert  Merton 
Johnstone,  Heywood 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  W.  (Salop 
Kerr,  John 
Keswick,  William 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawson,JohnGrant(  Yorkx.N.R 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower.FrederickN.  S. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Rt.Hn.Walter(£rwfo/  S. 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft 
Lucas, Reginald  J.  (Portsmouth 
Lvttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
*SVIver,Sirh%\vis(Edinburgh  W 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Mil  vain,  Thomas 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Morgan,  David  J  ( Walthamstow 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  James  Archil>ald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
MurrAy,RtHnA.Graham(Z*tfte 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nolan,Col.  John  V.(Galway  AT. 
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Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Peel,Hn.  Wm.  Robert  Wellealey 
Percy,  Earl 

Pilkimrton,  Colonel  Richard 
Piatt-  Biggins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pry ce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Reid,  James  {Greenock) 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Ridley,  Hn.M.W.  (Stalybridge 
Ridley,  H.Forde(Bcthnal  Green 
Ritchie,  Rt  .Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  {Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 

Allen,  Chas.  P.  (Glouc,  Stroud 
Asher,  Alexander 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Asquith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbt.  Hy. 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Oaldwell,  James 
Caution,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Crooks,  William 
Dewar,  John  A.  (Invemess-sh. 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  {Lanark) 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Ferguson  R.  C.  Monro  {Leith 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  {Derby  Co.) 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Furness,  Sir  Christopher 
Gladstone,Rt.Hn.  Herbert  John 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Grey,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  E.  {Berwick 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gurdoa,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hardie,  J.  Keir  {Merthyr  Tyd 


{COMMONS} 

Rutherford,  John  {Lancashire) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (ZAmehouse) 
Scott,  Sir  S.  {Marylebone  W.) 
Seely.Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  {Hertford,  East 
Smith,H.C(JVor;A'fn6.  Tyneside 
Smith,  James  Parker  {Lanarks 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  {Strand 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  {Lanes.) 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  MTaggart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Talbot,  Rt.BnJ. G(OxfdUniv. 
Taylor,  Austin  {East  Toxteth) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Tufnell,  Lieut.-Col.  Edward 

NOES. 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 
Hayter,  Rt  Hon  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Jones,  William  {Carnarvonsh. 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  {Cornwall 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lough,  Thomas 
MacnamaFBf   Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M'Arthur,  William  {Cornwall 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Laren,  Sir  Charles  Benj. 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Rim,  Richard 
Roberta,  John  H.  (Denbigh*.) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
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Valentia,  Viscount 
Wairond,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Wm.  H. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Webb, Colonel  William  George 
Welby,LtCoLA.C.E(7Vi«fi/w 
Welby,Sir  Charles  G.  E.  ( Notts. 
Whiteley,H.  (A  shton  und.Lyne 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Willoughby  de  Ereaby,  Lord 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  A.  SUnley  ( York,  E.R 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.E.R.  (Bath 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes  — 
Sir  Alexander  Acland-Hood 
and  Mr.  An*truther. 


Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Runciman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbt.  L.  (Cleveland). 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Stafford) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spencer,RtHn.CR.(.Vor/Aa/»es 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Badclijc 
Ten  nan  t,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  E. 
Thomas, Sir  A.  (Glamorgan ,  E. 
Thomas,  David  AMteA(Merthyr 
Thomas,  F.  Freeman  (Hasting* 
Thomson,  F.W.( For*,  W.R.y 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Wason,  Eugene  (Clackmannan 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Williams,  O.  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,Fred  W. [Norfolk,  At  id) 
Toxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes  — 
Mr.  Mansfield  and  Mr. 
George  White. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  13,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  one-fourtn '  and  insert  the  words  •  one- third.' ' 
— (Sir  1  Villiam  A  nson. ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR,  in  moving  the 
adjournment  of  the  House,  gave  notice 
that,  as  a  measure  of  precaution,  he 
proposed  to  ask  for  the  suspension  of 
the  twelve  o'clock  rule  to-morrow 
night  in  order  to  finish  the  Education 
Bill. 

Mr.  LOUGH  said  he  did  not  think 
there  was  any  reason  to  give  notice  that 
the  twelve  o'clock  rule  should  be  sub- 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  said  he  believed* 
that  what  had  just  fallen  from  the  hon. 
Member  was  quite  true,  and  the  Motion 
he  should  make  for  the  suspension  of  the 
rule  was  not  intended  in  the  least  to  be 
coercive. 

And,  it  being  Midnight,  further  con- 
sideration of  the  Bill,  as  amended,  stood 
adjourned. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  further 
considered  this  day. 

NAVAL  WORKS  (PORTSMOUTH 
BARRACKS  SITE)   BILL. 

Ordered,  that  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills  do  examine 
the  Naval  Works  (Portsmouth  Barracks 


pended.      Although    there    was  a  very    site)  Bill  with  respect  to  compliance  with 
strong  feeling  against  the  Bill  there  had  ■  the  Standing  Orders  relative  to  Private 
not  been  any  obstruction,  and  he  did  not    BiHs#.      -  -     - 
think  there  was  the  slightest  risk  in  regard 
to  the  passage  of  the  Bill. 


-(Mr.  Pretyman.) 

Adjourned   at   five 
Twelve  o'clock 


minutes  after- 
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The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 

Alexandra  Park  and  Palace  Bill  (by 
Order).    Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board 
Bill  [Lords] ;  Scottish  Ontario  and  Mani- 
toba Land  Company  Bill  [Lords].  Read 
a  second  time,  and  committed. 

Sutton  Coldfield  Corporation  Bill 
[Lords J.  Reported  from  the  Police  and 
Sanitary  Committee,  with  Amendments ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 


PETITIONS. 


CRUELTY  TO  ANIMALS  BILL. 
Petition  of  the  Scottish  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty   to  Animals,   in 
favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENCES. 
Petition    from  Carlisle,  for  alteration 
of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

Petition  from  St.  Andrew's,  Johnstone, 
for  alteration  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


:    HORSE    BREEDING    (ROYAL   COMMIS- 
C  S[ON). 

Copy  presented,  of  Ninth  Report  of 
the  Royal  Commission  on  Horse  Breeding, 
with  Appendices  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

IMPERIAL  REVENUE  (COLLECTION 
AND  EXPENDITURE)  (GREAT  BRIT- 
AIN AND  IRELAND). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  31st  March;  Mr.  Joseph  A. 
Pease]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  256.] 

VOL.  CXXV.      [Fourth  Series]. 


SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1887. 
Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  11th  July,  1903,  granting  to 
Louis  Charles  Lepts,  Sorting  Clerk  and 
Telegraphist,  Liverpool  Post  Office,  a 
retired  allowance  under  the  Act  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH   ACTS    AMENDMENT 
ACT,  1890. 

Copy  presented,  of  Regulations  made 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  for 
Ireland  as  to  issue  of  Stock  by  Urban 
Authorities  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

ALLOTMENTS  (SCOTLAND). 
Return    presented,     relative    thereto 
[ordered  25th  May  ;  Mr.  Eugene  Wason] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

[No.  257.] 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE   VOTES. 


Laundry  and  Cookery  Lessons  for  Female 
Prisoners— Female  Prison  Inspectors. 

Mr.  FLOWER  (Bradford,  W.) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  over  70  per  cent,  of  the 
female  prisoners  in  the  gaols  of  this 
country  have  been  previously  convicted, 
he  will  consider  the  desirability  of 
augmenting  the  lectures  given  by  lady 
visitors  last  winter  by  practical  teaching 
in  laundry,  cookery,  and  hygiene,  which 
would  fit  the  prisoners  on  leaving  to  earn 
their  living;  also  whether  he  would  again 
consider  the  advantages  to  be  gained  by 
the  appointment  of  a  female  prison  in- 
spector. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers 
Douglas.)  The  industries  carried  out 
under  skilled  instruction  as  a  part  of  the 
regular  prison  routine  for  female  prisoners 
furnish  practical  teaching  in  laundry 
work  and  cooking,  and  with  regard  to 
"  hygiene,"  as  much  as  is  possible  is  done 
by  including  "sanitation  as  one  of  the 
subjects  of  a  course  of  lectures  which  have 
now  for  some  months  past  been  delivered 
by  lady  visitors  to  female  prisoners  in  the 
Metropolis  according  to  a  regular  and 
approved  plan.  It  is  hoped  to  extend,  in 
due  course,  the  good  work  that  is  being 
done  by  lady  visitors  in  London  in  this 
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respect  to  other  prisons  throughout  tin 
country.  As  regards  the  second  paragrapl  ■ 
of  the  Question  I  have  seen  no  reason  to 
differ  from  the  adverse  view  expressed  by 
my  predecessor  in  answer  to  a  similar 
suggestion  from  the  hon.  Member  on  tin 
31st  January,  1902.  t 

'Distribution  of  Non  Resident  Out-door 
Relief. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (Yorkshire, 
Cleveland) :  To  ask  the  President  of  th< 
Local  Government  Board  whether,  in  viev 
of  the  practice  of  some  boards  of  guardiani 
of  refusing  to  allow  their  officers  to  dis- 
pense non-resident  out-door  relief  ori 
behalf  of  other  unions,  he  will  take  such 
steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  make  it 
obligatory  on  all  unions  to  distribute  such 
relief. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Walter  Long.)  There 
are  certain  objections  to  the  system  of 
non-resident  relief,  and  I  am  not  prepared 
to  adopt  the  course  suggested  by  the  hoa 
Member.  If  a  board  of  guardians  refuse 
to  distribute  non-resident  relief,  it  is  open 
to  the  guardians  who  desire  to  grant  it 
to  make  arrangements  for  its  distribution 
through  some  other  channel. 

Exports  and  Re-Exports  Carried  by 
British  Ships. 

Colonel  DENNY  (Kilmarnock 
Burghs) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  figures  recently 
furnished  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  showing 
the  value  of  the  exports  of  British  produce 
and  re-exports  of  foreign  and  colonial 
produce,  include  the  freights  to  ports  of 
destination ;  if  not,  can  he  furnish  an 
estimate  of  what  such  freight  would 
amount  to  in  each  of  the  periods,  and 
how  much  of  it  was  earned  by  the 
British  ships;  and  would  he  also  say 
whether  such  freight,  where  earned  by 
British  ships,  should  be  regarded  as  an 
export  from  this  country. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  As 
stated  in  the  official  trade  accounts,  the 
recorded  values  of  our  exports  of  British 
produce  and  of  re-exports  of  foreign  and 
colonial  produce  are  the  "  free  on  board  " 
values,  and  consequently  do  not  include 
the  cost  of  freight  from  United  Kingdom  I 
ports  to  the  ports  of  destination.  The 
answer  to  the  second  part  of  the  Question 
is  in  the  negative.  In  my  opinion,  the 
earnings   of   British   shipping    must    be 

tSee(4)  Debates,  cii.,  28. 


regarded  as  an  offset  in  considering  the 
apparent  excess  of  our  imports  over  our 
exports,  but  the  question  is  one  on  which 
my  hon.  friend  is  in  as  good  a  position  to 
form  a  judgment  as  I  am. 

British  Colonies— Revenue  from  Import 
Duties. 

Mr.  ALFRED  DAVIES  (Carmarthen 
|  Boroughs)  :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 

Board   of   Trade  if  he  will    state    the 

amounts  received  respectively  by  our 
I  colonies  from  duties  on  imports  in  the 

years   1882,  1892,  and   1902,  and  their 

population  at  those  periods. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  The 
[information  as  to    revenue    from    im- 
port duties  only  cannot  be  supplied  at 
short  notice,  but  the  hon.  Member  will 
find  particulars  of  the  Customs  revenue 
of  the  various  colonies  for  a  period  of 
years  in  Table  8  of  the  Colonial  Abstract 
I  [Cd.    1325-1902],      In    some    cases    a 
relatively     small    proportion     of     this 
I  revenue  represents  receipts  from  export 
I  dues.     The   figures  for    1902    are    not 
I  yet  available. 

Savings  Bank  Deposits  in  Great  Britain 
and  Abroad. 

Mr.    MARKHAM  (Nottinghamshire, 

Mansfield)  :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 

Board   of  Trade  whether  he  can   state 

I  the  amount  deposited    in    the    savings 

(  bank  per  head  of  the  population  in  the 

I  following     countries :      Great     Britain, 

I  France,      Sweden,      Austria  -  Hungary, 

I  United    States    of    America,     Belgium, 

Australia,   Norway,   Germany,  Switzer- 

|  land,  and  Denmark. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  The 
preparation  of  these  figures  would  entail 
a  considerable  amount  of  labour,  and 
the  result  would  give  a  very  incomplete 
indication  of  comparative  thrift  in  the 
countries  named,  owing  to  the  omission 
Of  friendly  societies  and  other  thrift 
agencies  not  included  under  the  title  of 
savings  banks. 

Increase  in  Coal  Exports- 

Sir  JOSEPH  LAWRENCE  (Mon- 
tnouth  Boroughs)  :  To  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  how  much  of  the 
increased  exports  for  the  first  six  months 
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of  1903,  compared  with  the  figures  of 
last  year  and  for  the  periods  1873-1882, 
1883-1892,  and  1893-1902  is  due  to 
coal  and  coke  ;  and  how  much  have 
been  the  increases  of  the  same  class  cf 
exports  to  British  possessions. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  The 
increase  of  the  value  of  the  exports  of 
coal  and  coke  during  the  past  eix 
months,  compared  with  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  last  year,  was  £388,870. 
The  ^rest  of  the  Question  cannot  be 
answered  without  longer  notice. 

American  All-Bail  Export  Bates  for 
Wheat. 

Mr.  HUGH  SMITH  (Northumberland, 
Tyneside) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  if  he  can  say  wnat  were 
the  all-rail  export  rates  for  wheat  per 
100  lbs.  from  Chicago  and  Milwaukee, 
during  1900  and  1901,  to  Boston,  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  and  Montreal  and 
Baltimore. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gemld  Balfour.)  The 
average  "  all-rail  "  freight  rates  for  wheat 
per  bushel  from  Chicago  to  New  York 
during  1900  and  1901  are  stated  by  the 
New  York  Produce  Exchange  to  have 
been  9*98  cents  and  9*92  cents  re- 
spectively. I  have  no  information  as  to 
the  rates  to  the  other  ports  mentioned. 

Competitive  Examinations  for  Postal 
Appointments  at  Dublin. 

Mr.  NANNETTI  (Dublin,  College 
Green) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
if  he  can  say  why  the  scheme  for  filling 
clerical  duties  in  the  Dublin  and  other 
offices  by  competitive  examination 
amongst  the  members  of  the  staff  re- 
commended by  the  Tweedmouth  Com- 
mission has  not  been  carried  out;  and 
can  he  see  his  way  to  bring  the  scheme 
into  force  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
The  scheme  mentioned  in  evidence  before 
the  Tweedmouth  Committee  was  not 
adopted,  so  far  as  the  clerical  offices  in 
Dublin  and  Edinburgh  are  concerned. 
The  sorting  clerks  and  telegraphists  in 
Dublin  are,  in  common  with  other  officers 
of  the  Post  Office,  eligible  to  compete  for 
clerkships  in  several  of  the  London 
offices. 


Management  of  Male  Dining-Boom  at 
Dublin  Telegraph  Office. 

Mr.  NANNETTI :  To  ask  the  Post- 
master -  General  if  he  received  two 
petitions  some  time  ago  from  the  staff 
of  the  telegraph  office  in  Dublin  dealing 
with  the  management  of  the  male 
dining-room ;  if  so,  can  he  state  why 
the  decisions  bearing  his  signature  were 
not  shown  either  to  the  staff  or  com- 
mittee of  club. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
Two  memorials,  dated  respectively  the 
4th  of  March  and  the  18th  of  April 
last,  were  duly  considered,  and  the 
decision  upon  them  was  communicated 
to  the  staff  through  the  usual  channel. 
Only  the  second  of  these  petitions, 
dated  the  18th  April  last,  was  addressed 
to  me,  and  my  decision  upon  it  was 
communicated  to  the  petitioners  in  the 
usual  way  early  in  May. 

Gordon-Bennett  Gup— Breakdown  of 
Telegraphic  Arrangements  at  Dublin 

Mr.  NANNETTI :  To  ask  the  Post- 
master-General whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  arrangements  made  by  the 
telegraph  authorities  to  cope  with  counter 
duty  in  the  Dublin  Office  were  in- 
adequate on  the  Sunday  previous  to  the 
Gordon-Bennett  motor  race ;  and,  seeing 
that  a  number  of  French  tourists  were 
expected  to  arrive  in  Dublin  on  that 
day,  can  he  explain  why  arrangements 
were  not  made  to  cope  with  the  extra 
pressure,  and  why  a  junior  member  of 
the  staff,  who  had   no  previous  experi- 

|  ence  of  counter  duty,  was  employed  at 
the   Dublin   telegraph  counter    during 

(  portion  of  the  Gordon-Bennett  week. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 

At   one   period  of  the  day  on  Sunday, 

28th  June,  there   was  considerable  and 

unforeseen   pressure  at  the  counter  of 

the   Dublin  post   office,   owing   to  the 

unexpected  arrival  of  a  special  steamer 

I  conveying  a  number  of  French  motorists. 

!  Arrangements  were   made   to  meet  the 

j  exceptional  pressure  with  as  little  delay 

|  as  possible.     An  officer  who  had  had  no 

1  previous  experience  of  counter  work  wa* 

employed     at    the     Dublin     telegraph 

j  counter   on    Monday    29th    June,    and 

,  performed  the  duty  satisfactorily;  but, 
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as  the  following  days  were  likely  to  be  I 
busy,  he  was  replaced  by  an  experienced 
officer  after  that  date. 

Wages  of  Agricultural  Labourers. 
Mb.  D.  A.  THOMAS  (Merthyr 
Tydvil) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  whether  he  is 
aware  that  an  official  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  has  stated  that  the  average  weekly 
cash  wages  of  ordinary  agricultural 
labourers  employed  on  certain  farms  in 
different  parts  of  England  and  Wales  I 
increased  by  over  50  per  cent,  between 
1850  and  1900,  concurrently  with  a  fall 
of  over  30  per  cent,  in  the  price  of  wheat ;  1 
and  whether  he  has  any  official  informa- 
tion tending  to  show  what  the  agricul- 
tural wages  generally  in  England  and 
Wales  have  been  during  the  past  fifty 
years. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes.) 
We  are  aware  of  the  statement  to  which  J 
the  hon.  Member  refers.  There  are, 
unfortunately,  no  official  records  of  the 
course  o  agricultural  wages  during  the 
last  half  century  to  which  reference  can 
be  made.  The  statement  was  therefore 
based  upon  information  relating  to 
particular  farms  and  does  not  cover  a 
sufficiently  large  area  whereon  to  found 
a  confident  conclusion  that  it  accurately 
represents  the  movements  of  agricultural 
wages  generally. 

Crown  v.  Stapleton,  Delaney,and  Carroll  I 
—Notice   of  Change    of    venue— Jury 
Challenging. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  notice  of  the 
motion  to  change  the  venue  and  fix  a 
special  jury  in  the  case  of  the  Crown 
against  Stapleton,  Delaney,  and  Carroll, 
of  Borrisoleigh,  Tipperary,  was  served  on 
the  defendants ;  and  whether  it  is  pro- 
posed to  exercise  the  right  of  unlimited  I 
challenge  in  selecting  the  jury  before 
which  the  accused  are  to  be  tried  in  I 
Cork. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  JVyndham).  No 
notice  of  the  application  was  given 
because  none  is  required  to  be  given, 
but  the  copy  of  the  order  when  made 
was  served  on  the  accused  as  provided 
byj  the_  statute.     It  is   intended  to   use  ' 


such  powers  as  the  Crown  possess,  when 
necessary,  to  secure  an  impartial  triaL 

Mr.  P.  J.  O'BRIEN  (Tipperary,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Irish 
Government  formed  the  opinion  that  a 
fair  trial  by  a  special  jury  in  the  case 
against  Stapleton,  Delaney,  and  Carroll, 
of  Borrisoleigh  could  not  have  been  had 
at  the  recent  assizes  held  at  Nenagh  ; 
and,  if  so,  will  he  state  upon  what  grounds 
that  opinion  was  based. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  JVyndham.)  The 
Attorney-General,  with  all  the  materials 
before  him,  formed  the  opinion  that  a 
more  fair  and  impartial  trial  could  be 
obtained  in  Cork  than  in  Tipperary,  and 
in  exercise  of  the  powers  vested  in  him 
by  statute  made  the  application  for  a 
change  of  venue  and  a  special  jury.  The 
grounds  on  which  that  opinion  and  belief 
were  formed  cannot  be  stated,  the  more 
especially  as  the  trial  is  proceeding. 


District  Contracts  for  Regimental 
Institutes. 

Sir  THOMAS  DEWAR  (Tower  Ham 
lets,  St.  George's) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that, 
under  Paragraph  5  of  the  Army  Order, 
dated  22nd  June,  1903,  relative  to  the 
management  of  regimental  institutes, 
General  Officers  commanding  Army  Corps 
are  forbidden  to  make  district  contracts 
for  beer  supplies  to  regimental  institutes ; 
and,  seeing  that  other  supplies  for  the 
Army  are  made  under  contract,  and  that 
the  system  of  district  contracts  which 
has  been  in  force  during  recent  years  has 
admitted  of  soldiers  being  supplied  with 
malt  liquors  of  improved  quality  at  a 
reduced  cost,  will  he  state  under  what 
circumstances  the  new  Order  has  been 
made,  and  whether  he  can  arrange  to 
have  it  re-considered. 

(Answered  Iry  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
This  alteration  was  advisedly  adopted 
after  full  consideration  of  the  evidence 
taken,  and  the  unanimous  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Military  Authorities  was  in 
favour  of  the  abolition  of  district  con- 
tracts. I  fear  I  cam  ot  undertake  to 
reconsider  the  matter. 
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South  African  War  Medal  for  2nd  Royal 
Scots  Fusiliers. 

Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  can  he 
explain  why,  on  8th  July,  at  the  review 
of  the  1st  Army  Corps  by  His  Majesty, 
the  2nd  Battalion  Royal  Scots  Fusiliers 
were  not  wearing  the  King's  South 
African  medal,  although  this  battalion 
was  one  of  the  first  to  proceed  to  South 
Africa,  where  it  remained  throughout 
the  war.  Have  the  medal  rolls  been 
sent  in  by  the  Corps ;  and,  if  so,  when, 
and  what  is  the  cause  of  delay. 

(Anstvered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
The  medal  rolls  of  this  battalion  were 
sent  in  on  26th  March,  1903,  but  it 
has  not  yet  been  found  possible  to 
dispose  of  them,  as  only  a  certain 
number  of  rolls  can  be  dealt  with  at  a 
time,  and  it  would  not  be  equitable  to 
take  those  of  this  battalion  out  of  their 
turn. 

Recommendations  of  Committee  on  Army 
Veterinary  Department 
Mr.  WINGFIELD-DIGBY  (Dorset- 
shire,  N.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  if  the  Committee  on  the  Army 
Veterinary  Department  finished  its 
sittings  last  February ;  what  its  re- 
commendations are ;  and  when  they  will 
be  brought  into  force. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
This  Committee  did  not  complete  their 
Report  until  the  8th  April.  The  re- 
commendations are  being  carefully 
considered. 

Suggested  Royal  Commission  on  Physical 
Training  in  England  and  Wales. 
MR.  PRIESTLEY  (Grantham):  To 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  in 
view  of  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Physical  Training  in  Scot- 
land, will  His  Majesty's  Government 
consider Jjthe  desirability  of  appointing 
a  similar  Commission  for  England  and 
Wales,  or  take  steps  to  introduce  into 
all  national  elementary  schools  a  sys- 
tem of  scientific  physical  training* 

(Answered  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.)  This 
question  is  engaging  the  attention  of  the 
Government,  but  the  particular  form 
which  an   inquiry   should  take   is  one 


which  cannot  be  determined  without 
further  consideration.  I  may  refer  the 
hon.  Member  to  statements  made  on 
this  subject  by  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Education  in  this  House,!  and 
by  the  Lord  President  of  the  Council  in 
another  place.} 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


Young  Officers  and  Indian  Service. 
Mr.  ORREWING  (Ayr  Burghs) :  1 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  will  explain  why  young 
officers  are  sent  out  to  join  their 
regiments  in  India  for  the  first  time 
during  the  summer  months ;  and 
whether  the  same  consideration  can  be 
extended  to  commissioned  officers  as 
exists  for  the  rank  and  file,  who  only 
embark  during  the  trooping  season. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  WAR  OFFICE  (Lord  Stanley, 
Lancashire,  Westhoughton) :  It  has 
been  decided  to  send  young  officers  to 
India  during  the  trooping  season  only. 

Post  Office  Employees  and  Volunteer 
Camps. 

Mr.  CROMBIE  (Kincardineshire)  I 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether  he  is  aware  that,  while  private 
employers  of  labour  in  Aberdeen  have 
responded  to  the  appeals  made  to  them 
to  allow  their  employees  leave  of  absence 
for  fourteen  days  in  order  to  go  to  camp 
with  the  1st  Volunteer  Battalion  Gor- 
don Highlanders,  who  have  been  selected 
to  form  part  of  the  34th  Field  Army 
Brigade,  leave  of  absence  to  attend  this 
camp  has  been  refused  to  all  volunteers 
in  this  corps  employed  in  the  General 
Post  Office  in  Aberdeen;  and  whether, 
as  the  latter  form  an  important  part  of 
the  corps,  he  will  grant  them  the  leave 
of  absence  required. 

The  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Worcestershire, 
E.) :  I  have  no  information  upon  this  sub- 
ject and  no  complaint  has  reached  me 
from  the  staff  in  regard  to  it ;  but  I  will 
make  enquiry  into  the  facts.  I  am 
anxious  to  afford  all  the  facilities  in  my 

t  See  page  246. 
\  See  (4)  Debates,  cxxiv.,  1346. 
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power  to  volunteers  in  the  Postal 
Telegraph  Service  to  go  into  camp,  and 
instructions  were  issued  in  May  last 
upon  the  subject ;  but  the  exigencies  of 
the  service  sometimes  render  it  impossible 
to  give  leave  when  required  for  this 
purpose,  and  the  efficient  discharge  of 
the  Department's  duty  to  the  public 
must  be  the  first  consideration. 


Devonport  and  Portsmouth  Dockyards. 

*  Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire,  Forest  of  Dean}  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  what  was 
the  number  of  persons  in  receipt  of  wages 
at  Devonport  Dockyard  and  at  Ports 
mouth  Dockyard  on  the  1st  July  last, 
as  compared  with  the  1st  July,  1902, 
and  the  1st  July,  1901  ;  what  number  of 
slips  on  which  a  first-class  battleship  or 
armoured  cruiser  can  be  laid  down  are 
vacant  in  Devonport  and  Portsmouth 
Dockyards,  or  will  be  vacant  before  1st 
January  next,  with  regard  to  which  there 
is  no  present  intention  on  the  part  of 
the  Admiralty  of  laying  down  other  ships 
before  that  date. 


The  SECRETARY  to  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Mr.  Arnold  Forster,  Bel- 
fast, W.):  The  number  of  persons  in 
receipt  of  wages  at  the^  Devonport  Dock- 
}ard  on  1st  July,  1901,  was  8,116;  1st 
July,  1902,  8,528 ;  and  on  the  1st 
July  of  the  present  year  it  was  9,475,  an 
increase  over  1901  of  1,359.  The  corres- 
ponding figures  for  Portsmouth  Dockyard 
are:— 1st  July,  1901,  9,756;  1st  July, 
1902,  9,896;  1st  July,  1903,  10,282,  an 
increase  over  1901  of  526.  No  slip  on 
which  a  first-class  battleship  or  armoured 
cruiser  can  be  laid  down  is  vacant  at 
Portsmouth.  There  is  one  such  slip 
n>w  vacant  at  Devonport,  and  a  second 
will  become  vacant  on  the  launch  of  the 
"  King  Edward  VII."  on  the  23rd  July. 
It  is  proposed  to  lay  down  a  new  ship 
in  each  of  the  three  principal  Yards  in 
April  next. 

Rosyth. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON 
(Dundee) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Civil  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  in  what  respect  the 
powers  of  compulsory  purchase  conferred 
on  the  Admiralty  by  The  Naval  Works  i 
Act,    1895,     were     announced    to    be 


defective  ;  and  what  was  the  estimate  of 
the  cost  of  providing  by  that  method  in 
the  case  of  Rosyth. 

The  CIVIL  LORD  of  the 
ADMIRALTY  (Mr.  Pretyman,  Suffolk, 
Woodbridge) :  I  am  not  aware  that  the 
powers  referred  to  in  the  first  part  of  the 
hon.  Member's  Question  have  been 
announced  to  be  defective  for  the  pur- 
poses for  which  they  were  granted  by 
Parliament.  It  does  not,  however,  follow 
from  this  that  these  powers  could  have 
been  enforced  over  the  whole  area  which 
has  now  been  acquired  by  the  Admiralty 
at  Rosyth.  It  is  obvious  that  no  accurate 
forecast  could  be  made  of  the  sum  an 
arbitrator  might  have  awarded  under 
the  compulsory  purchase  clauses  sup- 
posing them  to  have  been  enforceable,  but 
the  Admiralty  were  advised  that  it 
might  probably  exceed  the  amount 
agreed  to  by  private  treaty. 

Annual  Cost  of  Portsmouth  Dockyard. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  E.) :   I 
beg  to  ask  the  Civil  Lord    of  the   Ad- 
miralty  what  is  the  total   annual  cost 
of  Portsmouth  Dockyard. 

Mr.  PRETYMAN  :  It  is  not  practicable 
to  give  the  approximate  cost  of  Ports- 
mouth in  1902-1903  with  any  approach 
to  accuracy  without  considerable  labour. 
If  the  hon.  Member  will  refer  to  the 
Dockyard  Expense  Accounts,  which  is 
issued  as  a  Parliamentary  Paper,  he  will 
find  there,  on  page  197,  the  cost  of  the 
establishment  and  incidental  charges  at 
Portsmouth  for  J  the  past  ten  years,  the 
total  for  1901-1902  being  £362,253. 

Transvaal  Diamond  Ordinance. 
Mr.  MARKHAM  (Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether,  seeing 
that  the  Attorney-General,  on  17th 
June,  stated  in  the  Transvaal  Legisla- 
tive Council  that  the  Government  of 
Lord  Milner  had  framed  the  Precious 
Stones  Ordinance  with  a  view  of  keeping 
the  diamond  mines  of  the  Transvaal  as 
much  as  possible  under  one  control,  on 
the  ground  that  the  policy  of  the  late 
Mr.  Rhodes  saved  the  diamond  industry 
by  limiting  the  output  of  diamonds,  he 
will  say,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  price 
of  diamonds  is  artificially  maintained  by 
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the  De  Beers  Company  500  per  cent, 
above  their  natural  value,  if  he  will 
cable  to  Lord  Milner  that  he  cannot 
assent  to  legislation  having  as  its  object 
the  creation  of  artificial  prices  to  benefit 
a  monopolist  syndicate  of  financiers. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  I  do  not  know  what 
the  natural  price  of  diamonds  is — I 
should  not  have  thought  they  had  any 
— and  I  do  not  believe  that  the  object 
of  Lord  Milner  is  to  benefit  a  monopolist 
syndicate  of  financiers.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  prejudge  the  questions  raised 
by  the  proposed  legislation,  and  I  propose 
to  wait  till  I  receive  the  Ordinance  in  its 
final  form  together  with  Lord  Milner  s 
observations  before  I  form  or  express 
any  judgment  upon  it. 

Mr.  MARKHAM :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  has  received  from  Lord 
Milner,  Sir  A.  Lawley,  or  any  other 
Transvaal  official,  any  despatch,  report, 
letter,  or  any  communication  whatsoever 
relating  to  the  new  Diamond  Ordinance.  I 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  have 
telegraphed  on  the  subject  to  Lord 
Milner,  and  1  am  awaiting  a  full  report 
by  mail. 

Assam  Excise  Administration. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  I  besj  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  whether  he  has 
received  the  Report  of  the  Inquiry  into 
the  Excise  administration  in  Assam ; 
and,  if  not,  whether  he  will  be  in  a 
position  to  give  the  House  information 
as  to  the  general  results  of  the  inquiry 
before  the  close  of  the  session. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
for  INDIA  (Earl  Percy,  Kensington,  S.) :  j 
I  have  ascertained  from  the  Viceroy  that 
the  Report  on  the  Inquiry  has  not  yet 
been  received  from  the  local  administra- 
tion, and  that  it  therefore  cannot  reach 
me  before  the  close  of  the  session. 

Brussels  Sugar  Convention. 

Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretory  of  State  for 


Foreign    Affairs  whether   he   can   now 
state   what    steps    have     Austria     and 
Hungary  taken  to  meet  the  demand  of 
the    other  signatories   to    the  Brussels 
Convention  that   the  legislation  of  the 
empire  and  kingdom  should  be  altered  ; 
what    modifications,    if     any,    has   the 
Permanent  Commission  agreed  to  make 
in  the  charges  to  be  levied   on  Russian 
I  sugar ;    what  are  the   reasons  for  any 
such  modification;  whether  the  Govern- 
ment have  decided  to  publish  the  pro- 
(  ceedings  of  the  Permanent  Commission ; 
1  and,  in  view  of  the  inconvenience  to  trade 
[of  further    concealment,  when  will  the 
[resolutions    be    published,  and    Papers 
laid. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of  STATE 

for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Lord  Crax- 

I  borne,  Rochester) :   I  am  not  aware  that 

the  countries  referred  to  have  taken  any 

steps  to   alter  the  legislation  to  which 

[the  hon.  Member  alludes,    but  it   is  to 

I  be  presumed  that  the  requisite  measures 

I  will   be  adopted.      The  answers  to  the 

Questions  as  to  the  charges  on  Russian 

sugar  will  be  found  in  the  Papers  which 

I  hope  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  hon. 

I  Gentleman  this  week. 

Uganda  Railway. 
Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS  (Glamorgan- 
shire,  Mid) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if 
he  will  lay  before  the  House  annually  a 
statement  of  accounts  of  the  Uganda 
Railway  in  the  same  form  and  detail  as 
those  published  by  English  railway  com- 
panies, and  in  addition  showing  ton 
mileage  and  passenger  mileage  as  shown 
by  American  railways;  whether  during 
the  construction  of  the  railway  or  since 
it  was  opened  for  public  traffic  any 
members  of  the  Railway  Committee  of 
the  Foreign  Office  have  visited  the  line ; 
if  so,  did  they  submit  a  report  or  reports 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  can  copies 
of  any  such  report  or  reports  be 
furnished  to  the  House. 

Lord  CR ANBORNE :  The  answer  to 
the  first  part  of  the  Question  is  in  the 
affirmative.  The  statement  of  account, 
corresponding  in  form  and  detail  with 
those  published  by  English  railway  com- 
panies, and  ton-mileage  and  passenger- 
mileage   figures    will   be    found  in  the 
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Reports  on  the  Uganda  Railway  presented 
annually  to  Parliament.  The  following 
members  of  the  Uganda  Railway  Com- 
mittee have  visited  the  line  :  Sir  Clement 
Hill  in  November  and  December,  1900; 
Colonel  Gracey  before  he  joined  the 
Committee,  from  December,  1900  to 
February,  1901 ;  Si  r  Francis  O'Callaghan 
March  and  April,  1902;  and  Sir  John 
Kirk  in  January,  1903.  Reports  were 
submitted  by  Colonel  Gracey  and  Sir 
Francis  O'Callaghan,  and  that  by  the 
former  was  presented  to  Parliament  as 
Africa,  No.  6,  of  1901. 

Comparative  Statistics. 
Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  can  state  when  the 
Memorandum  of  the  comparative 
statistics  of  population,  industry,  and 
commerce  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
some  leading  foreign  countries,  prepared 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  for  1903,  will  be 
issued  to  Members. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
of  TRADEj  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour, 
Leeds,  Central):  The  Memorandum  in 
question  is  not  an  annual  publication, 
and  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  prepare 
a  Memorandum  in  continuation  thereof 
during  the  present  year. 

Prices  of  Wheat  in  France  and  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Mr.  HARRIS  (Tynemouth) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
if  he  can  state  what  were  respectively 
the  average  prices  per  quarter  of  480 
pounds  of  wheat  in  France  and  in  the 
United  Kingdom  for  the  five  years 
ending  the  31st  December,  1882,  and 
for  the  five  years  ending  the  31st 
December,  1902;  and  what  was  the 
amount  of  duty  per  quarter  on  imported 
wheat  imposed  in  France  during  each  of 
these  periods. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  The 
average  price  of  wheat  per  quarter  in 
France  in  the  five  years  1878-1882  was 
49s.  10A,  and  in  the  five  years  1898- 
1902,  37s.  3d.  The  Gazette  average  price 
of  British  wheat  in  England  and  Wales 
in  the  first  period  was  45s.  per  quarter, 
and  in  the  second  28s.  3d.   During  the 


five  years  1878-1882  the  French  import 
duty  on  wheat  was  at  the  rate  of  0*60 
fr.  per  100  kilogs  (Is.  0£d.  per  quarter), 
and  in  the  five  years  1898-1902  7  frs.  per 
100  kilogs.  (12s.  2d.  per  quarter) 

Sir  EDGAR  VINCENT  (Exeter): 
Is  the  price  given  for  France  the  official 
price  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  Yes. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  (Old- 
ham) :  I  hope  this  answer  will  be  circu- 
lated in  the  Press. 


Cold  Storage  for  Fish. 

Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  in  view  of  the 
large  quantity  of  fresh  caught  fish 
annually  destroyed  owing  to  lack  of 
facilities  to  secure  prompt  transit  and 
ready  sale,  more  especially  at  the  week 
end,  will  he  consider  the  expediency  of 
calling  for  the  opinion  of  experts  as  to 
the  practicability  of  establishing  cold 
storage  chambers  for  fish  at  our  leading 
fishing  ports  and  on  steamers  employed 
in  the  fishing  trade ;  and  will  the 
question  of  devising  any  other  than  the 
present  means  for  the  preservation  of 
fresh  caught  fish  be  also  considered. 

MR.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  I  am  in 
communication  with  the  Fishmongers 
Company  on  the  subject  of  the  hon. 
Members  Question.  That  body  takes 
great  interest  in  the  subject  referred  to, 
and  exercises  important  functions  in 
relation  thereto.  The  provision  of  cold 
storage  chambers  is,  of  course,  a  matter 
for  private  enterprise  ;  but  I  understand 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  fish  which 
is  destroyed  in  hot  weather  is  of  little 
value,  and  is  of  such  a  nature  that  it 
could  not  be  advantageously  dealt  with 
in  the  way  suggested. 

Vaccination  Officers  and  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  Inspectors. 

Mr.  WEIR  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  if  he 
will  state  where  the  rules  relating  to 
the  conduct  of  medical  inspectors  under 
the  Local  Government  Board  are  laid 
down ;  and  will   he  say   whether  these 
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inspectors    have     power     to    threaten 
vaccination  officers  with  dismissal. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 
Long,  Bristol,  S.)  :  The  medical  in- 
spectors visit  different  parts  of  the 
country  and  carry  out  the  particular 
directions  given  t#  them.  There  are  no  i 
fixed  rules  on  the  subject.  As  regards  ' 
the  last  part  of  the  Question,  the  in- 
spectors report  to  me  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  vaccination  officers  carry  out 
the  duties  of  their  office,  and,  in  certain 
cases  where  it  is  found  that  important 
duties  are  wilfully  neglected,  they  have 
been  instructed  to  point  out  to  the 
officers  that  similar  neglect  has  been 
considered  by  the  Department  a  reason 
for  requiring  the  resignation  of  the 
officer  concerned. 

Wicklow  Land  Gases. 
Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  can  state  when  the  land  cases 
of  tenants  residing  at  Kilbaylet,  Kilcoagh, 
and  other  districts  in  West  Wicklow, 
which  were  to  be  heard  when  the  Carlow 
list  was  gone  through  two  months  ago, 
will  be  taken  up  by  the  Commissioners  ; 
and  can  he  explain  the  cause  of  the  delay 
in  regard  to  these  cases  which  were 
entered  for  hearing  eighteen  months  ago. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover):  All 
applications  received  from  this  district, 
prior  to  1st  May,  1902,  have  been  disposed 
of.  Applications  received  since  that  date 
will  be  listed  at  the  first  opportunity. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts. 
Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  he 
intends  doing  with  the  £50,185  lying  to 
the  credit  of  counties  in  Ireland  in  which 
little  or  nothing  has  been  done  under  the 
Labourers  Acts  ;  and  whether,  consider- 
ing the  needs  of  the  labourers  for  better 
houses  and  more  land,  and  the  extent  to 
which  certain  councils  have  taxed  the 
ratepayers  for  this  purpose,  he  would 
consider  the  advisability  of  distributing 
this  sum  amongst  the  counties  which 
have  used  all  the  available  Exchequer 
contribution. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  No  portion  of  this 
amount  could  be  diverted  in  the  manner 
suggested,  without  an  amendment  of  the 
law.  The  question  of  its  re-allocation 
could  be  raised  in  any  fresh  legislation 
dealing  with  labourers'  cottages. 

The  Irish  Land  Bill. 
Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
I  wish  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  if  we 
may  take  it  as  settled  that  Friday  will 
be  devoted  to  the  Report  stage  of  the 
Irish  Land  Bill,  and  whether  in  the  im- 
probable event  that  that  stage  is  com- 
pleted that  day,  he  will  take  the  Third 
Reading  on  Monday.  I  see  a  statement 
was  made  in  another  place  that  the  Third 
Reading  is  not  to  be  taken  till  the  27th, 
and  I  may  say  that  such  a  long  interval 
would  be  a  source  of  the  greatest  in- 
convenience to  the  Irish  Members. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  of  the  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) :  I  propose  to 
take  the  Report  stage  of  the  Irish  Land 
Bill  on  Friday.  If  that  stage  is  disposed 
of  then  I  will  consider  whether  I  can 
take  the  Third  Reading  of  the  Bill  on 
Monday  next.  There  are  obvious  diffi- 
culties in  the  way,  but  I  will  do  my  best 
to  make  an  arrangement  as  convenient  to 
the  House  as  I  can. 

The  Indian  Budget. 
Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  he  is  in  a  position  to  slate  the 
date  upon  which  the  Indian  Budget  will 
be  discussed ;  and  whether,  having  regard 
to  the  limited  opportunities  hitherto 
afforded  this  session  for  the  discussion  of 
Indian  questions,  he  will  arrange  for  this 
debate  to  take  place  at  as  early  a  date  as 
possible. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  afraid 
I  am  not  in  a  position  to  name  the  date, 
nor  am  I  in  a  position,  in  view  of  the 
general  position  of  business,  to  promise 
an  earlier  day  than  is  customary  for  this 
subject. 

Forth  and  Clyde  Canal. 
Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  His  Majesty's  Gove:nment 
propose,  on  strategic  grounds  alone,  that 
the  question  of  a  ship  canal  between  the 
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Firths  of  Forth  and  Clyde  should  come 
before  the  Committee  of  Defence ;  and, 
if  so,  has  it  been  considered  by  that 
Committee;  and,  seeing  that  Colonel 
Exham  is  shortly  to  report  on  Rosyth  as 
a  naval  base,  whether,  on  national  public 
grounds,  he  will  cause  him  to  include  that 
question  in  his  Report. 

Mr.  A.  J. BALFOUR:  The  Admiralty 
arc  perfectly  clear,  so  far  as  they  can 
form  a  judgment,  that  the  strategical 
advantages  would  not  be  commensurate 
with  the  cost.  The  inquiry  cannot  be 
undertaken  at  the  present  moment  while 
much  more  pressing  matters  require 
attention. 


MR.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
Is  that  the  view  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man only,  or  is  it  the  view  of  the 
Committee  of  Defence  ? 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  It  is  the  view 
of  the  Admiralty  and  my  view,  shared, 
1  believe,  by  the  Committee  of  Defence. 


The  Patriotic  Fund. 
Mr.  GALLOWAY  (Manchester,  S.W.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
secretary  of  the  Patriotic  Fund  has 
sent  out  an  invitation  to  the  various 
committees  throughout  the  country, 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
money  for  the  benefit  of  the  wives  and 
widows  of  the  soldiers  during  the  late 
war,  to  attend  a  conference  in  order  to 
discuss  a  proposal  for  entrusting  the 
money  raised  by  these  committees  to 
the  Patriotic  Fund  Commission  or  to  a 
new  central  organisation ;  whether  the 
Government  intend  to  pass  the  Bill  this 
session  dealing  with  the  Patriotic  Com- 
mission which  was  promsed  in  His 
Majesty's  gracious  speech  at  the  open- 
ing of  Parliament ;  if  so,  when  do  the 
Government  propose  to  proceed  with  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  My  attention 
has  not  been  called  to  the  action  of  the 
secretary  of  the  fund.  The  Civil  Lord 
of  the  Admiialty  will  introduce  the 
promised  Bill  on  Monday  next. 


Mr.  riRIE:  The  right  hon.   Gentle-       Mr    GALLOWAY:    And   will   every 
man   has   not  stated  if  the  matter  has    effort  be  made  to  it  ? 

been  before  the  Committee  of  Defence] 

MR.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  every 
hope  that  the  Bill  will  prove  an  uncon- 
troversial  measure,  as  it  has  no  Party 
aspect,    and    that    it    will    meet    with 

feneral  approval  on  both    sides  of   the 
fouse. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  do  not  know 
that  it  should  be  regarded  as  a  matter 
of  course  that  I  should  say  what  has  or 
has  not  been  before  the  Committee  of 
Defence ;  that  was  the  only  reason  why 
I  refrained  from  answering. 

The  following  Question,  also  on  the 
Paper,  was  not  pressed — 

Mr.  EUGENE  WASON  (Clackmannan 
and  Kinross):  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether,  when 
Mr.  Exham  goes  to  Rosyth  to  report  as 
to  the  works  to  be  constructed  there, 
he  will  be  instructed  to  consider  the 
feasibility  of  a  canal  being  made  between 
the  Firths  of  Forth  and  Clyde,  with  a 
view  to  his  reporting  to  the  Committee 
on  National  Defence ;  and,  in  the  event 
of  the  reply  being  in  the  affirmative, 
whether  Arrochar  or  Dumbarton  should 
be  chosen  as  the  junction  of  the  canal 
on  the  west  coast. 


The  Fiscal  Inquiry. 

♦Mr.  BLACK  (Banffshire):  [  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  the  Government  has  determined 
to  give  the  public  the  whole  facts, 
statistics,  and  information  collected  by 
His  Majesty's  Ministers  with  regard  to 
the  inquiry  now  being  undertaken  by 
them. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  cannot  give 
the  pledge  the  hon.  Gentleman  desires. 

*Mr.  BLACK  :  May  I  ask  whether  any 
information  that  is  published  will  be 
selected  independently,  of  whether  or 
not  it  supports  the  divergent  views  of 
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Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order ! 

*Mr.  BLACK  :  My  Question  has  not 
been  answered. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  answered,  though,  per- 
haps, not  to  the  hon.  Member's  satis- 
faction. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAVVSON  (Cornwall, 
Camborne) :  1  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  whether  the  Govern- 
ment can  arrange  to  take  the  evidence 
of  representatives  of  the  great  co- 
operative societies  in  the  fiscal  inquiry 
which  is  now  being  carried  on. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Any  observa- 
tions that  representatives  of  co-operative 
societies  may  furnish  to  His  Majesty's 
Government  will  be  most  carefully  con- 
sidered. 

MR.  THEODORE  TAYLOR  (Lanca- 
shire,  Radcliffe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  the  pro- 
posed inquiry  into  the  fiscal  policy  of  the 
country  will  include  the  question  of  the 
desirability  of  retaliating  upon  colonial 
tariffs  upon  British  goods  whenever 
those  tariffs  are  as  high  or  higher  than 
the  tariffs  levied  by  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  If  any  hon. 
Gentleman  desires  to  make  any  proposal 
for  retaliatory  duties  upon  colonial 
tariffs  he  will  have  ample  opportunity 
for  doing  so  before  any  practical  steps 
arc  taken  for  carrying  out  a  change  in 
our  fiscal  policy  ;  but  I  believe  no  such 
proposal  will  emanate  from  any  Gentle- 
man on  this  side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  in  view  of  a  possible 
change  in  the  fiscal  policy  of  the  country, 
and  the  consequent  importance  of  raising, 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  as  large  food 
supplies  as  possible,  will  he  state  what 
steps  the  Government  propose  to  take 
in  order  to  secure  the  cultivation  of  a 
larger  area  of  land. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not  see 
quite  clearly  the  connection  between  the 
fiscal  inquiry  and  steps  to  secure  larger 
cultivation  of  land. 


Mr.  WEIR :  The  policy  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Perhaps  the 
hon.  Gentleman  will  explain  1 

Mr.  WEIR  was  understood  to  say  that 
he  did  not  refer  to  the  general  fiscal 
inquiry  which  was  to  be  held 


[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  will  put  down  another 
Question. 

Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  (Bristol,  W.);  I 
rise  to  ask  my  right  hon.  friend  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  a  Question  on  the 
business  of  the  House,  of  which  I  have 
given  him  private  notice — whether  before 
the  close  of  the  session  he  will  afford  an 
opportunity  for  the  full  discussion  in 
this  House  of  the  changes  proposed  by 
the  Colonial  Secretary  in  the  fiscal  policy 
of  the  country,  in  order  that  this 
House  may  aid  the  country  in  that 
inquiry  and  discussion  to  which  it  has 
been  invited  by  His  Majesty's  Ministers, 
and  whether  he  will  do  this  by  granting 
facilities  to  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  East  Somerset  (Mr.  H. 
Hobhouse)  to  bring  forward  the  Motion 
which  he  has  placed  on  the  Paper. 
Perhaps  1  may,  in  explanation  of  the 
reasons  for  my  Question,  remind  my 
right  hon.  friend  that  the  discussion  of 
this  most  important  subject  was  pre- 
cluded by  our  rules  on  the  Finance  Bill, 
and  that  Motions  for  adjournment 
cannot  be  held  to  afford  an  adequate 
occasion  for  the  discussion  of  a  matter  of 
this  importance. 

Mr.  A.  J,  BALFOUR  :  In  answer  to 
my  right  hon.  friend  I  have  to  say  that 
I  do  not  think  that  any  useful  purpose 
would  be  served  by  the  discussion  which 
he  desires  to  initiate  or  see  initiated — a 
discussion  which  would  be  addressed  to 
no  particular  Motion  on  which  a  vote  of 
Aye  or  No  would  carry  any  direct 
relation  to  the  subject  of  debate,  and 
which,  therefore,  apart  from  the  speeches 
with  which  the  Motion  was  aocompanied, 
would  not  be  of  much  guidance  or  value 
to  the  country.  As  regards  the  speeches, 
I  may  remind  my  right  hon.  friend 
that,  though  no  doubt  it  is  true  that 
observations   on   this   question   on  tb& 
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Second  Reading  of  the  Budget  were  to  a 
certain  extent,  and  in  some  cases,  ham- 
pered by  the  rules  of  debate,  no  one  can 
say  that  the  subject  was  not  dealt  with 
i  n  the  lengthy  two  days'  discussion  which 
we  had  on  that  subject ;  and  in  addition 
to  that  we  had  a  debate  upon  the  rising 
of  the  House  for  the  Whitsuntide  holi- 
days and  a  subsequent  debate  on  the 
Motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
House.  These  were  all  occasions  on 
which  hon.  Gentlemen  had  an  oppor- 
tunity, and  used  the  opportunity — 
[Cries  of  "  No,  no  "]— and  used  the  op- 
portunity— [Cries  of  "  No  "1— for  making 
their  opinions  heard;  and  I  really  do 
not  think  anything  would  be  gained  by 
adding  another  to  the  abstract  discus- 
sions we  have  already  had  on  this 
subject. 

Sir   H.   CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 

{Stirling  Burghs) :  Are  we  to  under- 
stand that  the  Government  do  not  wish 
to  afford  an  opportunity  to  the  House 
for  that  full  discussion— full  discussion 
—of  the  whole  subject  to  which  they 
were,  in  express  terms,  invited  by  the 
Colonial  Secretary— a  subject  also  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  has 
said  has  no  Party  significance;  and  is 
the  Government  of  opinion  that  those 
absolutely  partial  and  inadequate  oppor- 
tunities to  which  he  refers  are  all  that 
the  House  of  Commons  deserves  or  will 
obtain  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  What  I  said 
was  that  I  did  not  think  that  an  abstract 
discussion  directed  to  no  specific  Motion 
would  have  any  practical  results.  It  is 
always  in  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
power  to  see  that  it  is  directed  to  a 
specific  Motion,  and  if  he  chooses  to 
take  steps  to  that  end  I  will  make  it  my 
business  to  second  his  efforts. 

Mr.  HENRY  HOBHOUSE  (Somerset- 
shire, E.) :  I  should  like  to  ask  my  right 
hon.  friend  whether  he  means  by  a  specific 
Motion  a  Motion  which  can  be  con- 
strued as  a  Vote  of  Censure,  and  whether 
he  considers  that  that  is  a  form  in  which 
a  Motion  should  be  put  down  by  his 
own  supporters  who  desire  a  discussion 
on  a  subject  which  he  has  himself 
assured  us  is  not  to  be  made  a  test  of 
Party  loyalty. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  ne\er  sug- 
gested that  my  right  hon.  friend  should 
put  down  a  Vote  of  Censure,  nor  can  I 
conceive  it  possible  that  he  could  ever 
contemplate  such  a  course.  I  made  the 
suggestion  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  May  I  ask 
will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give 
facilities  for  the  discussion  of  a  Motion 
condemning  the  imposition  of  a  pro- 
tective tax  on  the  food  of  the  country  ? 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  (Greenwich): 
May  I  ask  my  right  hon.  friend  what  is 
meant  by  the  invitation  to  the  House 
"to  discuss  and  inquire"  into  this  sub- 
ject ?    We  are  accepting  that  invitation. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Perhaps  my 
noble  friend  will  read  out  the  terms  in 
which  the  invitation  to  the  House  was 
made  1 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL:  It  was  made 
on  the  Motion  for  the  adjournment  of 
the  House  for  the  Whitsuntide  holidays 
by  the  Colonial  Secretary  in  express 
terms. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I  can  relieve  the  mind  of  the  Prime 
Minister  by  reading  the  exact  terms  of 
the  invitation.  The  words  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary  were  these — 

"  It  is  because  it  is  of  immense  importance 
that  I  ask  the  House  to  join  eagerly  in  the 
discussion." 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  :  May  I  now  ask 
for  an  answer  to  my  Question  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  was  waiting 
until  the  enthusiasm  which  the  Question 
has  aroused  had  ceased.  As  I  understand 
the  matter,  that  was  stated  on  the  Motion 
for  the  adjournment  on  the  holidays. 
There  have  been  many  days'  discussion 
since  then.  I  see  no  reason  to  abandon 
the  views  I  have  already  taken  as  to  the 
proper  course  of  conducting  the  business 
of  this  House  during  the  short  remainder 
of  the  session. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
May  1  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on 
a  question  not  so  large  as  that  with 
which    we     have     been     dealing     what 
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opportunity  he  suggests  that  the  House 
should  have,  or  may  have,  for  discussing 
the  correspondence  which  has  been 
placed  on  the  Table  relating  to  the  fiscal 
concerns  of  Canada  and  Germany  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  wish 
to  give  an  opinion  on  a  point  of  order, 
but  I  should  imagine  that  it  would  be 
germane  to  some  of  the  Votes  which  we 
have  still  to  discuss. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON :  If  we  are 
not  to  discuss  this  fiscal  matter,  may  I 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he 
will  lay  before  this  House  the  same  in- 
formation which  has  been  already  promised 
to  the  House  of  Lords  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Yes,  of  course. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON :  When  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  two 
Houses  will  not  be  treated  differently  in 
this  matter. 


BURGH  POLICE  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments,  from 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Law,  etc. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     [No.  258.] 

Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Standing     Committee    to    be    printed. 

[No.  258.] 

Bill,  as  amended  (in  the  Standing 
Committee),  to  be  considered  upon 
Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
277.] 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 
Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Com 
mittee  of  Selection :  That  they  had  dis- 
charged the  following  Member  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Law,  and 
Courts  of  Justice,  and  Legal  Procedure, 
Mr.  Haldane;  and  had  appointed  in 
substitution,  Mr.  Munro  Ferguson. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES  (CHAIRMEN'S 
PANEL). 

Sir  Jambs  Fergusson  reported  from 
the  Chairmen's  Panel;  That  they  had 
appointed  Lord  Edmund  Fitzmaurice 
to  act  as  Chairman  of  the  Standing 
Committee  for  the  consideration  of 
Bills  relating  to  Law,  and  Courts  of 
Justice,  and  Legal  Procedure,  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  John  Edward  Ellis. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 


NEW  BILL. 


EXPIRING  LAWS  CONTINUANCE  BILL. 
"  To  continue  various  Expiring  Laws," 
presented  by  Mr.  Arthur  Elliot ;  to 
be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday 
next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  278.] . 

SITTINGS  OF  THE  HOUSE  (EXEMPTION 
FROM  THE  STANDING  ORDER). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
"  That  the  proceedings  on  consideration* 
of  the  London  Education  Bill,  as 
amended,  if  under  discussion  at  Twelve 
o'clock  this  night,  be  not  interrupted 
under  the  Standing  Order  (Sittings  of 
!  the  House)."— (ilfr.  ^4.  /.  Balfour.) 

The     House     divided: — Ayes,     185;. 
I  Noes,  91.    (Division  List  No.  165.) 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arnold- Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Aubrey -Fletcher,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  H. 
Bailey.  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  A.J.  (ManchW 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leei$ 
Balfour,  Kenneth  K.(Christch. 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benj. 
Beach,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  Hicks 


AYES. 

Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bigwood.  James 
Bond,  Edward 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hn.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Campbell,  Rt  Hn  J  A  (GUug.) 
Campbell,  J.  H.  M.  (Dublin  Univ 
Carew,  James  Laurence 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  SirEdw.  H. 
Carvill,  Patrick  Geo.  Hamilton 
Cavendish, V.C  W.  (Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  {Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt  Hon  J  (#irm 


Chamberlain,Rt.Hn,  J  A  ( Wore 
Chapman,  Edward 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Ciive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Ghas.  Edw  H.  Athole 
Craig,CharlesCurtis(.4tttfrwftiSi. 
Cranoorne,  Viscount 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton)* 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Dennj,  Colonel 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
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Diinsdale  Kt.Hn.  Sir  Joseph  C. 
Dixon-  Hartland,8ir Fred  Dixon 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Kr.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Doxford,  Sir  Wm,  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tattou 
Elliot.  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  AilwynEdward 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehursc 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
FitsGewdd,  Sir  Robi.  Penrose- 
Flannery,  Sir  Forteacue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster    Henry  William 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibbe,  Hn.  Vioary  (St.  Albans 
Godson.SirAugustusFrederick 
Gordon,  Hn  J  E(Elgin  andWrn 
Gordon,Maj  Evans  (TV.  Emits 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,SirE.W.(5i/ry  St.  Ed. 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury 
Greene,  W.  Raymond   [Cambs 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Gnest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hamilton,Rt.  Hn.  Ld.G.  (MiaVx 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris.  Frederick  Leverton. 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Heath,  Ja.mes{Staffards.  ,N.  W. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hobhouse,  RtHnH  (Somrst  E 
Hog?,  Lindsay  j 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Howard,  John(/r«»/,  Farersh*m 
Howard,  J.  (Midd.%  Tottenham 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  ArthurJFred 
Jessel,Captain  Herl>ert  Merton 
Johnstone,  Heywood 


Kemp,  Lieut. -Col.  George 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Kenyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  (Denbigh 
Keuyou-Slaney,  Col.  W.  {Salop 
Kerr,  John 
Keswick,  William 
Knowies,  Lees 
Lambton,  Hon.  Fredk.  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow 
Lawson,  JobnGrant(  Yorks.NR 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Lockwood,  Lieut.  -CoL  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  Chas.  W. (Evesham 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Bristol, S.) 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  (Cnmb.,  Eskdale) 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M4ver,SirLewis(£rfin&urpA  W 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  Nor*\ 
Mey8«y-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mil  vain,  Thomas 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Morgan,DavidJ(  WcUthamstow 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robt.  Gray  C. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn  A.  Graham  (Z?ute 
Murray,  Col.  W  vndham  (Bath) 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nolan,Col.  JohnP.  (Gahcay,N. 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Peel,HnWm.  RobertWrelle*ley 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkmgton,  Colonel  Richard 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretvman,  Ernest  George 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Randies,  John  S. 


Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  J  as.  Fan juh arson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Royds,  Clement  Mol>neux 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.JStopford 
Sadler,  Col.  Saml.  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seely,  Chas.  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith, Abel  Yi.(HertfordyEa*t 
Smith.  Jaa.  Parker  ( Lanarks) 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
►Stanley,  E.  J  as.  {Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lar.es.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester 
Tavlor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  E.  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Wm.  H. 
Wankljn,  James  Leslie 
Webb,  Col.  William  George 
Welby,Lt.-Col.  A.C.E(  Taunton 
Welby,  Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (Notts) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (Torts.) 
Wodehouse,RtHn.E.R.(.Ba*A) 
Wolff.  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Worslev-Tavlor,Henrv  Wilson 
Wortley,  Rt.Hn.  C.  Bl  Stuart 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Wyndham-Qnin,  MajorW.  ft. 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes  — 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstrnther. 


Allen,  Charles  V(Glouc, Stroud 
Asher,  Alexander 
Asquith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbt.  Hy. 
Beaumont,  Weutworth  C.  B. 
Black,  Alexander  William 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Bryce,  Right  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  .lames 
(  ameron,  Robert 
Campbell- Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  Alls  ton 
Crombie,  John  William 
Crooks,  William 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Da  vies,  M.  VtMgha,n(Cardigan 
Dewar,  John  K.(Invernes9-sh.) 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 


NOES 

Duncan,  J.  Hastings 

Edwards,  Frank 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Ellis,  John  Edward 

Emmott,  Alfred 

Evans,  SirFrancisH(  Maidstone 

Evans,  Saml.  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith 

Foster,  Sir  Michl.  (Lond.  XTniv 

Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 

Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Harwood.  George 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 

Hemphill,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  H. 

Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristl,  E 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 

Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C 

Hutchinson,Dr.CharlesFredk 

Hutton.  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 

Jacoby,  James  Alfred 

Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 


Kitson,  Sir  James 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall 
Lay  land -Barratt,  Francis 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J 
M'Laren,  Sir  Charles  lienj. 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mellor,  Rt.  Hn.  John  William 
Mitchell,  Edw.(Ferfiianayh,X. 
Morgan,  J.  L\oyd( C'trwarthea 
Palmer,  Sir  C*  M.  (Durham) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
Rickett,  J.   Compton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee  \ 
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Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Russell,  T.W. 

Samuel,  Herbt.  L.  (Cleveland) 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Sinclair,  John   (Forfarshire) 

Soares,  Ernest  J. 

Spencer,  RtHnC.  R.  (Northants 

Stevenson,  Francis  S. 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radrtijfe 
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Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glam.,  E.) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merihyr) 
Thomson,  P.  W.  (York,  W.  R. 
Tom  kin  son,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Waeon,  E.  (Clackmannan) 
Wason   J.  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
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White,  George  (Norfolk) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Williams,  O.  (Merioneth) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes  — 
Mr.  Lough  and  Mr. 
Mansfield. 


LONDON  EDUCATION  BILL. 
As  amended,  further  considered. 


Act    of    last    year    to   mean   that  one 
woman  member  only  was  necessary. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 


On  the  second  proviso  to  Sub-section  1 
of  Clause  2  (Provision  as  to  management 
and  siteBof  provided  schools)— "  Provided 
also  that  due  regard  shall  be  had  to  the 
inclusion  of  women  on  the  said  bodies  of  |  ^^ff^S^^^M^^ 


"In  page  1,  line  15,  to  leave  out  from  the 
last  Amendment  to  the  end  of  line  16,  aid 
insert  the  words  "not  less  than  one-third  of 


managers. 


I  Buxton.) 


Mr.  PEEL  (Manchester,  S.)  moved  to 
leave    out    "Provided   also   that,"  and  :  ,  ^  d*shan  be'  had  >  8tand        t  of 

insert  "  but.       He  added  that  it  was  a  i  *i_  rain* 
purely  drafting  Amendment. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  1,  line  15,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  provided  also  that '  and  insert  the  word  'but.' "' 
—(Mr.  Peel.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar),  on  behalf  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Nottingham,  moved  to 
leave  out  all  the  words  after  "  that  "  and 
insert  "not  less  than  one-third  of  the 
managers  appointed  by  each  appointing 
authority  shall  be  women.' '  He  said  he 
thought  this  Amendment  better  than 
the  one  he  had  himself  put  on  the  Paper. 
This  question  had  been  discussed  several 
times,  and  there  appeared  to  be  a  general 
consensus  of  opinion,  from  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
had  not  dissented,  that  there  should  be 
some  security  provided  in  the  Bill  for 
a  considerable  proportion  of  women  to 
be  members  of  the  Managing  Com- 
mittees. At  the  present  moment,  of 
the  1,700  managers,  550  were  women. 
It  was  important  to  secure  that  a  large 
proportion  of  women  should  be  appointed 
to  the  boards  of  management.  Not  only 
were  two-thirds  of  the  teachers  women, 
but  two-thirds  of  the  children  were 
girls  and  infants  who  should  come  under 
the  care  of  women  managers.  Some 
statutory  provision  was  all  the  more 
necessary  by  reason  of  the  fact  that 
certain  local  bodies  had  interpreted  the 


Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 


the  Bill? 


Sir  JOHN  GORST  (Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) supported  the  Amendment.  He 
said  it  was  a  proposal  of  a  practical 
character;  and  had  the  strong  recom- 
mendation that  it  would  perpetuate  the 
existing  state  of  things.  The  London 
School  Board  had  been  in  existence  for 
thirty-three  years,  and  under  it  there 
had  grown  up  a  system  of  management 
in  which  about  one-third  of  the  managers 
were  women.  It  was  most  essential  that 
that  state  of  things  should  be  preserved. 
During  his  official  experience  he  had 
always  thought  that  the  number  of  women 
engaged  in  the  management  of  schools 
was  far  too  few.  A  large  proportion  of 
our  so-called  schools  were  not  schools  at 
all,  but  nurseries  in  which  the  children 
of  the  poor  were  taken  care  of  and 
amused,  and  a  certain  amount  of  in- 
tellectual exercise  was  given  to  them. 
The  care  of  those  nurseries  was  essentially 
women's  business,  and  they  would  not 
allow  a  state  of  things  to  prevail — as  did 
now  in  some  cases — in  which  these  poor 
little  children  of  three,  four  or  five  years, 
were  put  through  a  course  of  reading, 
writing  and  arithmetic  much  more  suit- 
able for  older  children.  The  House 
ought  also  to  consider  the  case  of  girls' 
schools,  which  were  presided  over  almost 
entirely  by  women  teachers.  There 
were  various  things  in  connection 
with  those  schools,  such  for  in- 
stance as  sanitation,  with  which  only 
women   managers  could    properly    deal* 
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Certainly  in  girls'  schools  it  was  most 
essential  for  the  superintendence  of  the 
schools  and  the  wise  spending  of  money 
that  they  must  insist  on  a  considerable 
number  of  women  being  appointed  as 
managers.  On  all  these  grounds,  he 
hoped  the  hon.  Baronet  would  give  a 
definite  answer  to  the  proposal  to  insert 
in  the  Bill  some  provision  which  would 
secure  a  definite  number  of  women  on 
the  boards  of  management. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  been  preaching 
to  the  converted.     There  was  no  question 
in  any  part  of  the  House  as  to  the  desir- 
ability of  securing  the  presence  of  women 
on    the    boards    of    management.      He, 
however,  objected  to  any  fixed  proportion 
or  number  being  put  into  the  Bill.     The 
number  of  one-third  as  a  minimum  would 
almost  inevitably  become  the  maximum, 
and  one-third    might  turn    out    to    be 
extremely  inconvenient.     Something  had 
been  said  as  to  the  impossibility  of  women 
being  chosen    by   the   local   educational 
authority,   but  it  was  a  very  different 
matter  to  ask  women  to  attend  meetings 
of    the    Education    Committees    of   the 
County  Council  where  they  would  have  to 
make   periodically  long  journeys.     The 
conditions  were  so  different  that  no  con- 
clusion could  be  drawn  as  to  the  number 
of  women  who  should  be  placed  on  the 
boards  of  management  of  Borough  Council 
schools.     He  understood   that   the  right 
hon.   Gentleman    wanted   to   perpetuate 
the  existing  system.     He  desired  to  do 
the  same  thing,  and  they  would   better 
attain   that    purpose    by    adopting    the 
Amendment    of    the    hon.    Member  for 
South  Manchester.     In  the  sase  of  any 
difference  between  the  two  local  authori- 
ties reference  could  be  made  to  the  Board 
of  Education.     There  was  no  compulsion 
on  the  School  Board  to  appoint  women, 
and  no  one  would  deny  that  the  School 
Board   made   very   fair    and    reasonable 
provision  for  women  being  on  the  boards 
of  management ;  and  was  there  any  doubt 
that  the  London  County  Council  would 
not  do  the  same  1     He,  himself,  had  no 
doubt  whatever.     The  old  practice  would 
go   on,  and  if  there  was  a  difference  of 
opinion  —  he    thought    that    the    local 
education   authority   would  be  more  in- 
sistent  than   the   Borough    Councils   on 
having  women  on  the  boards  of  manage- 
ment- an  appeal  could  be  made  to  the 
Sir  John  Gorst. 


Board  of  Education  which  was  now,  and 
always  would  be,  in  sympathy  with  the 
idea  that  women  should  be  largely  repre- 
sented on  the-  boards  of  management, 
and  which  would  give  them  the  necessary 
guidance.  He  would  oppose  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  Poplar  and 
support  that  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Manchester. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen  S.)  said  he  re- 
gretted the  decision  of  the  hon.  Baronet. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
arguments,   when  examined,    would    be 
proved  to  be  sound.    The  hon.  Gentleman 
began  by  asking,    "Why  not  give   the 
same  latitude  to  the  local  authorities  as 
was  given  to  the  present  School  Board  ? " 
But  it  should  be  remembered  that  the 
School  Board  had  always  had  women  as 
elected  members,   and  elected  members 
had  a  position  of  authority  and  a  status 
which  co-opted  members  never  had.  More- 
over, the  number  of  elected  women  mem- 
bers had  tended  to  increase,  which  showed 
how  necessary  and  efficient  was  the  system. 
They  could  not  have  the  same  reliance  on 
a  body  like  the  Borough  Councils,  which 
contained      no     women,     securing     the 
due  presence  of  women  on  the  boards  of 
management,  as  they  had  had  in  the  case 
of  the  School  Board.    Therefore,  there  was 
a  very  clear  and  strong  distinction  between 
the  experience  of  the  past,  to  which  the 
Parliamentary    Secretary   appealed,    and 
the  case  of  the  future.     Then,  the  hon. 
Baronet  said  that  a  reason  why  women 
would  not  be  appointed  more  frequently 
on  the  boards  of  management  was  because 
of  the  long  journeys  they  would  have  to 
make ;   but  surely  that   was  a  question 
for   the   women    themselves    to    decide. 
When,  after  all  the  pious  expressions  of 
opinion  last  year  as  to  the  necessity  of 
women  being  on  the  boards   of  manage- 
ment, they  found  that  so  little  had  been 
done   by  the   County  Councils  and  the 
Borough  Councils  in  that  direction,   that 
was  the  strongest  proof  that  they  should 
have  something  far  more  than  the  Board 
of  Education  proposed  to  give  them.     The 
House  should  remember  that  as  two-thirds 
of  these  managers  would  be  chosen  by 
the  Borough  Councils,  and  as  the  Borough 
Councils   would   have    no   women    upon 
them,  there  was  far  less  chance  now  of 
women  being  appointed.     He  did  not  like 
the  suggestion  that  it  should  be  left  to* 
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the  Board  of  Education  to  impose  com- 
pulsion on  the  two  local  authorities. 
Suppose  one  authority  did  not  want  any 
women,  and  that  the  other  authority  said 
they  wanted  so  many,  why  bring  in  this 
bone  of  contention  between  the  two 
authorities,  and  between  both  of  them 
and  the  Board  of  Education  1  He  thought 
it  was  far  better  for  the  House  to  lay 
down  an  irreducible  minimum ;  and  no 
one  could  say  that  the  minimum  proposed 
in  the  Amendment  was  too  large.  He 
could  not  for  a  moment  accept  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Parliamentary  Secretary, 
and  he  hoped  the  hon.  Member  for 
Poplar  would  divide  on  the  matter.  It 
ought  to  be  put  on  record  that  they  were 
not  satisfied  with  what  was  suggested 
by  the  Government. 

Mr.  HENRY  HOBHOUSE  (Somerset- 
shire, E.)  said  he  quite  agreed  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Aberdeen  South.  His  experience  of  the 
working  of  last  year's  Act  rendered  it 
necessary  that  there  should  be  something 
more  in  the  Bill  than  was  proposed  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Manchester. 
They  knew  that  the  schemes  sanctioned  by 
the  Board  of  Education  simply  resulted  in 
one  woman  being  appointed  on  a  board 
of  forty  or  sixty  persons.  It  should  be 
remembered  that  the  great  proportion  of 
the  new  managers  would  be  appointed 
by  the  Borough  Councils.  The  Borough 
Councils  were  excellent  bodies  in  their 
way,  but  they  had  strenuously  resisted 
any  women  being  admitted  into  their 
ranks.  He  remembered  the  hard  fight 
for  the  admission  of  women  into  the 
Borough  Councils  in  the  debates  on  the 
London  Local  Government  Act  a  few 
years  ago,  when  it  was  decided  in  the 
other  House,  and  afterwards  accepted  in 
this  House,  that  no  women  should  be  put 
on  the  Borough  Councils.  If  women  had 
been  admitted  to  these  Councils  it  would 
not  have  been  found  nearly  so  neces- 
sary, in  the  present  circumstances, 
to  press  for  a  minimum  number  of 
women  being  made  school  managers. 
He  would  remind  the  Parliamentary 
Secretary,  who  was  so  sympathetic  on 
this  subject,  that  there  would  have  to  be 
consultations  between  the  two  local 
authorities,  and  there  would  not  be  the 
least  difficulty  in  their  arriving  at  a 
conclusion  as  to  which  of  them  was  to 
put     the     women    on     the      boards    of 
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management.  He  did  not  feel  so  strongly 
in  regard  to  the  exact  proportion;  but 
if  no  substantial  concession  was  made  by 
the  Government,  he  should  be  bound  to 
vote  for  the  Amendment,  which  embodied 
the  principle  that  women  should  be,  in 
the  future  as  in  the  past,  managers.  As 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Cambridge  University  had  said,  many 
of  the  schools  were  nurseries,  and  a  large 
proportion  of  the  teachers  were  women, 
and  it  was  far  better  that  the  women 
teachers  should  bring  their  grievances  to 
a  woman  than  to  a  man. 

Mr.  YOXALL  (Nottingham,  W.)  said 
he  ventured  to  compliment  the  Parlia- 
mentary Secretary  on  the  facility  and 
ease  he  had  acquired  in  giving  Minis- 
terial answers  in  the  negative.  The 
hon.  Baronet  preferred  an  Amendment 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Man- 
chester which  did  not  specifically  mention 
women,  but  which  gave  the  Board  of 
Education  the  right  to  interfere  in  cases 
where  women  were  not  elected.  The 
Act  of  la3t  year  expressly  mentioned 
women,  but,  as  had  been  shown,  the 
Board  of  Education  in  their  schemes  only 
approved  of  one  woman. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  that 
although  the  schemes  only  mentioned 
one  woman  as  necessary,  there  were 
generally  various  other  persons  whose 
sex  was  not  mentioned.  There  was, 
therefore,  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
the  presence  of  women  was  not  desired 
by  the  Board  of  Education. 

Mr.  YOXALL  said  that  although 
there  were  two  women  on  several  Com- 
mittees, and  three  on  others,  and  even 
as  many  as  five  on  some,  still  it  was  a 
very  small  proportion  out  of  a  total 
number  of  sixty  or  seventy.  Having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  the  bulk  of  the 
teachers  belonged  to  the  sex  they  were 
now  discussing,  the  bulk  of  the  managers 
ought  to  belong  to  the  same  sex.  But 
for  business  and  other  reasons  that  could 
not  be  obtained,  and  therefore  the  House 
ought  to  lay  down  in  set  terms  that 
there  should  be  a  minimum  proportion 
of  women  Every  attempt  in  this  direc- 
tion in  the  past  had  failed,  because  the 
matter  had  been  left  to  the  good  sense  of 
the  appointing  authority  or  the  over- 
ruling powers  of  the  Board  of  Education. 
If     the     Parliamentary    Secretary    was 
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anxious — and  he  believed  he  was — that 
women  should  be  represented,  he  did 
not  see  any  good  reason  why  he  should 
not  now  say  that  a  certain  proportion 
of  the  managers  should  be  women. 

Mr.  BOND  (Nottingham,  E.)  said  that 
he  had  put  an  Amendment  on  the  Paper 
making  the  proportion  of  women  one- 
third  of  the  managers,  because  he  was 
informed,  and  he  believed  correctly, 
that  the  women  on  the  boards  of 
managers    under    the    London    School 

Board  were  about  one  -  third  of  the  I  At  least  one  member  of  the  local  manag- 
whole  number.  He  thought  one-third  lng  body  should  be  a  woman ;  but  that 
was  not  at  all  an  undue  proportion.  On  wa$  opposed  by  the  Prime  Minister, 
the  one  hand  it  would  enable  them  to  J  principally  on  the  ground  that  it  might 
render  the  services  they  very  efficiently  I  as  well  be  proposed  that  at  least  one 
could,  and  on  the  other  hand  it  would  J  member  of  the  managing  body  should  be 
satisfy  the  natural  desires  of  those  who  j  a  man.  They,  however,  knew,  as  a 
had  been  associated  with  work  of  this    matter  of  fact,  that   the   proportion  of 


House  that  women  should  have  a  definite 
sphere  of  work  assigned  to  them. 
Unless  some  proportion  were  definitely 
mentioned  in  the  Bill,  he  was  afraid 
that  women  would  not  be  able  to  obtain 
that  share  in  the  work  of  education  to 
which  they  were  justly  entitled.  The 
Parliamentary  Secretary  said  that  it 
would  be  dangerous  to  put  in  a  precise 
proportion  in  the  Bill ;  but  it  would  be 
equally  dangerous  to  leave  it  out.  When 
the  Act  of  last  year  was  in  Committee, 
he  moved  an  Amendment  providing  that 


kind  to  continue  to  take  their  proper 
share  in  the  work.  Having  regard  to 
the  servics  rendered  by  them  in  the 
past  to  the  School  Board,  it  would  be  a 
good  thing  for  the  education  of  London 
if  it  were  made  quite  plain  in  the  Bill 


women  on  the  Local  Education  Com- 
mittees was  disgracefully  small ;  and  in 
some  cases  women  were  excluded 
altogether  from  the  management  of  the 
schools,  although  one-half  of  the  scholars 
were  girls,  and  a  considerable  proportion 


that  there  should  be  a  due  proportion  of '  °f  the  boys  were  infants.  Men  under 
women  managers  in  the  future.  The  I  stood  very  little  about  the  education  of 
hon.  Baronet  said  that  the  proportion  of ,  infants  ;  whereas,   women  were  entitled 


one-third  would  be  a  minimum  which 
might  become  a  maximum ;  but  he 
ventured  to  think  that  women  would 
be  satisfied  with  it,  and  would  not  be 
likely  to  ask  for  more.      If  any  other 


to  the  consideration  of  the  House  for  the 
share  they  had  already  taken  in  the 
educational  work  of  the  country. 
Women  were  better  workers  in  the 
educational     field     than     men.      They 


proportion  than  one-third  were  suggested  attended  the  meetings  better,  and  did 
he  would  be  prepared  to  consider  it.  !  their  work  more  conscientiously.  He 
Unless,  however,  a  fixed  proportion  were  had  obtained  statistics  to  support  that 
provided  in  the  Bill,  a  great  deal  of  red  .  view.  The  average  number  of  the 
tape  would  be  introduced.  He  thought '  attendances  of  the  women  members  of 
the  House  was  much  too  regardless  of  !  the  London  School  Board  in  1901  was 
the  effect  of  the  legislation  which  it  163,  the  average  attendance  of  the  male 
passed.  For  himself,  whenever  he  got  members  being  115.  At  the  thirty -four 
an  opportunity,  he  was  always  anxious  meetings  of  the  Board  the  attendances  of 
to  put  things  as  clearly  as  possible;  and  the  nine  women  members  were  thirty  - 
in  that  way  to  avoid  the  supererogatory  j  four,  thirty-four,  thirty-three,  thirty- 
work  which  indefinite  legislation  brought  i  two,  thirty-two,  thirty- two,  thirty-three, 
about.  For  that  reason  he  preferred  I  twenty-nine,  and  twenty-four.  That 
that  a  definite  proportion  should  be  i  showed  that  the  lady  members  of  the 
epecified;  and  he  hoped  his  hon.  friend  I  Board  paid  verv  close  attention  indeed 
would  be  able  to  accept  the  Amendment,  j  to  their  work    'The  Hou8e  had  decided 

™       t     rr   t  ™ttci  /™-       ^  ,    v  :  tllat    a    certain    number    of     members 

would  see  their  way  to  respond  to  Councj8-  But  the  Borough  Councils  had 
the  appeal  which  had  been  made  in  not  that  experience  with  reference  to  the 
roorard  to  this  question.  The  feeling  was  '  educational  work  of  women  which  the 
strongly  shared  on  both  sides  of  the  j  London  School  Board  and  the  London 
Mr.  Yoxall  { 
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County  Council  had;  and  a  consider- 
able amount  of  prejudice  would  exist, 
with  the  result  that  a  small  number  of 
women  would  be  appointed.  He  thought 
at  was  absolutely  necessary,  in  such  cir- 
cumstances, that  the  House  should  lay 
•down  a  definite  proportion  as  to  the 
number  of  women  to  be  appointed. 

♦Mr.  COHEN  (Islington,  E.)  said  he 
was  surprised  that  most  of  the  hon. 
Members  who  had  spoken  had  addressed 
the  greater  part  of  their  arguments 
to  the  necessity  —  it  was  more  than 
expediency — of  having  women  on  the 
boards  of  management.  No  one 
objected  to  that;  and,  therefore,  the 
only  question  before  the  House  was  how 
the  object  which  they  all  desired  could 
be  best  achieved.  The  point  at  issue  was 
whether  it  was  necessary,  or  even  advis- 
able, to  lay  down  a  hard  and  fast  rule. 
He  submitted  that  it  would  not  only 
be  not  advisable,  but  would  be  extremely 
inadvisable,  to  fetter  the  local  education 
authority  by  any  scheme  obliging  them 
to  appoint  a  certain  proportion  of  women 
members,  and  not  allow  them  full 
liberty  of  choice  in  a  matter  about  which, 
he  believed,  no  apprehension  need  be 
entertained.  His  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  East  Somerset  said  that  it 
would  be  advisable  to  support  the 
Amendment  in  order  to  secure  the 
perpetuation  of  the  existing  system,  and 
he  had  apprehensions  about  women 
being  appointed  on  the  ground  that  the 
Borough  Councils  would  be  disinclined 
to  act  in  that  direction.  He  felt  bound 
to  protest  against  that  groundless 
reflection  on  the  Borough  Councils. 


would  be  against  the  presence  of  these 
women ;  their  influence  would  be  in  the 
exactly  opposite  direction.  The  influ- 
ence of  the  Borough  Councils  in  this 
matter  was  the  most  perfect  guarantee 
they  could  have  in  favour  of  securing 
this  provision.  The  hon.  Member  for 
South  Manchester  seemed  to  think  the 
London  Borough  Councils  would  not 
have  the  same  view  as  the  London 
County  Council  as  to  the  value  of  these 
women,  but  he  was  quite  sure  that  they 
had  a  perfect  conviction  of  the  necessity 
of  the  presence  of  women  on  these 
bodies,  and  as  regards  experience  the 
London  County  Council  and  the  Borough 
Councils  stood  in  identically  the  same 
position.  Whatever  doubt  might  be 
entertained  as  to  the  Borough  Councils, 
the  same  doubt  must  be  entertained 
with  regard  to  the  London  County 
Council.  He  thought,  in  the  interest  of 
the  people,  the  provision  with  regard  to 
the  presence  of  women  ought  to  be  left 
to  the  free  and  unfettered  discretion  of 
the  Borough  Councils. 


Mr.  J.  H.  LEWIS  said  that  the 
statement  was  based  on  the  action  of  the 
Borough  Councils  in  the  country. 

♦Mr.  COHEN  said  that  the  Borough 
Councils  in  the  country  might  have  im- 
perfectly  discharged   their  duties;    but 
was   that    any   reason    for    making    a 
statement     concerning     the     Borough 
Councils  of   London  based,  not  on  past 
neglect,  but  on  possible  future  neglect  ? 
There  was  no  body  so  directly  interested 
in    the    managerial    machinery    of    the 
schools    of    their    own    district   as    the 
Borough  Councils,  and  the  House  need 
not  be  apprehensive  that    their  action 


Mr.  EMMOTT  (Oldham)  was  unable 
to  see,  if  the   Borough  Councils  were 
such  extraordinarily  enlightened  bodies, 
and  if  they  agreed   to  the  proposition 
that   women    should  become   members 
of  these  Committees,  why  they  should 
not    be    tied    down    to  the    terms    of 
the  Amendment.     Those  who  supported 
this  Amendment  were  very  disappointed 
with   the  number  of  women  who  were 
put  on  these  Committees  under  the  Act 
of  last  year,  and  they  desired  to  amend 
that  point  so  far   as  London  was  con- 
cerned.      The    question    they    had    to 
consider  was,  whether  a  hard  and  fast  line 
would  be  better  than  that  an  inadequate 
number  of  women  should  be  on  these 
boards.       He  did    not    think,   if    this 
matter  was  left    to   the    discretion   of 
Borough  Councils,  an  adequate  number 
of  women  would  be  put  on,  and  there- 
fore he  desired  to  have  a  hard  and  fast 
line.      He  did  not  care  very  much  what 
the  proportion  was ;  if  "  one-third  "  was 
too   much   let    them     make    it    "one- 
fourth."    He  objected  to  a  new  bone  of 
contention  being  thrown  down  for  the 
Board    of    Education   to  decide.      The 
hands  of  the  Board  of  Education  were 
pretty  full  already,  and  he  did  not  know 
why  they  should  be  so  greedy  of  having 
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points  to  decide  which  might  be  very 
well  dealt  with  by  this  House.  He 
heartily  supported  the  Amendment. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 
Long,  Bristol,  W.)  said  there  was  no 
difference  of  opinion  between  the  differ- 
ent speakers  on  the  main  question  as 
to  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  the 
presence  of  women  on  these  boards. 
The  only  question  was,  whether  they 
should  leave  it  to  the  local  authority  to 
elect  women,  and  as  many  as  they 
thought  fit,  or  whether  they  should  be 
compelled  to  elect  a  statutory  number. 
It  was  suggested  that  one-third  of  these 
bodies  should  be  women.  That  seemed 
to  be  undesirable  from  two  points  of 
view.  What  they  wanted  to  do  was  to 
get  a  fair  proportion  of  the  most  experi- 
enced and  best  women  available  for  the 
whole  area.  As  it  was  undesirable  to 
prolong  the  debate,  he  would  suggest  as 
a  compromise  that  instead  of  being  one- 
third  of  each  of  the  appointed  bodies, 
they  should  be  one-third  of  the  Com- 
mittee as  a  whole.  As  a  matter  of 
drafting,  he  thought  it  ought  to  come  a 
little  lower  down  in  the  clause.  The 
Government  would  leave  it  to  the  House 
to  say  whether  the  number  should  be 
fixed  in  the  Bill,  or  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Borough  Councils. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  (Camberwell,  N.) 
thought  that  such  a  suggestion  could  be 
agreed  to  without  going  to  a  division. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  16,  after  the  word  '  women/ 
to  insert  the  words  4  in  the  proportion  of  not 
less  than  one-third  of  the  whole  body  of 
managers/  ''—(Mr.  Bond.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PEEL  said  the  next  Amendment 
was  only  a  verbal  one.  He  begged  to 
move. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page' 1,  line  15,  after  the  word  'had* 
to  insert  the  words  'in  selecting  managers.''' 
-(Mr.  Perl.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Mr.  E)nmott.  * 


Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  the  last 
word  of  the  clause  was  now  "  managers,"" 
and  he  desired  to  insert  after  manager!, 
"  and  members  chosen  from  the  existing 
body  of  managers."  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  accept  this,  as  it 
was  consonant  with  the  frequently  ex- 
pressed desires  of  the  Government. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"After  the  last  Amendment  to  insert  the- 
words  '  and  members  chosen  from  the  existing 
body  of  managers." '—(Dr.  Macnamara.) 

Question  proposed,  "That those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

*Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  thought  the 
object  of  the  hon.  Member  would  be 
better  met  by  the  Amendment  to  be 
proposed  by  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Manchester. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  that  if  the 
hon.  Baronet  preferred  the  form  of  words 
suggested  by  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Manchester,  he  would  withdraw  hi* 
Amendment 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  PEEL  thought  it  unnecessary  to 
detain  the  House  by  speaking  in  support 
of  the  Amendment  of  which  he  had 
given  notice,  and  therefore  formally 
moved. 

Amendment  moved  to  the  Bill — 

"After  the  last  Amendment  to  insert  the  words 
'and,  in  the  case  of  the  first  body  of  managers, 
also  of  members  chosen  from  the  then  existing 
Ixxlies  of  managers,  and  the  Borough  Councu 
and  the  local  education  authority  shall  carry 
out  any  directions  given  by  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation for  the  purpose  of  giving  effect  to  this 
provision. ' '' — (Mr.  Pi  el. ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.)  thought 
it  possible  that  a  deadlock  might  arise 
in  certain  cases  unless  some  such  proviso 
as  he  suggested  were  inserted.  He 
therefore  moved. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  After  the  words  last  inserted  to  insert  the 
words  '  provided  also  that  until  new  groups  are 
arranged  and  new  managers  are  appointed  the 
existing  groups  of  schools  and  the  existing 
managers  shall  be  continued.'  M — (Mr.  Lough.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 
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*Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  hesitated  to 
-aocept  the  Amendment,  as  it  would  put 
.an  inducement  before  the  authorities 
not  to  bring  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
dnto  operation  as  quickly  as  they  might. 
There  would  be  no  difficulty  in  preparing 
•before  the  appointed  day  to  appoint 
bodies  of  managers,  nor  was  there  any 
•danger  of  a  deadlock.  However,  if  the 
hon.  Member  would  withdraw  the 
Amendment,  he  would  undertake  to 
look  carefully  into  the  matter,  and  if 
such  a  danger  existed,  to  see  that  words 
■were  inserted. 

Mr.  BRYCE  thought  there  was  a 
possibility  of  difficulty  arising,  unless 
*uch  a  proviso  as  was  suggested  by  the 
Amendment  were  inserted.  If  people 
•were  not  ready  it  would  be  a  reason  for 
making  the  appointed  day  later. 

Mr.  LOUGH,  in  view  of  the  hon. 
Baronet's  promise,  asked  leave  to  with- 
draw the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn.    If 

Mr.    LOUGH    moved  to  omit   Sub- 
jection (2).   He  thought  it  would  be  m uch 
better  to  drop  the  sub-section  than  to 
.attempt  to  amend  it.     The  Government 
•evidently  thought  it  was  not  in  a  satis- 
factory condition,  as  the  hon.  Baronet  had 
<i  substantial  Amendment  on  the  Paper 
in  reference  to  it.     The  Borough  Councils 
had   their    share    of   authority    in    the 
■appointment  of    managers;    why   then 
should  they  be  brought  into  the  question 
of  the  selection  of  sites  ?    It  was  a  most 
difficult  matter,  and  one  that  should  be 
•carried  on  secretly,    so   that   there  was 
no  chance  of  jobbery;  consequently  it 
was  very  undesirable  that  it  should  be 
discussed    between  several    bodies.     He 
believed  the  consensus   of  opinion  was 
against  the  sub- section,  and   he  hoped 
the   Government    would   agree  to  drop 
<it. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  17,  to  leave  out  Sub-section 
<2)."— {Mr.  Lough.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  to  the  word  *  be ' 
in  line  23,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 


♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  thought  the 
sub-section  with  the  Amendment  he 
would  subsequently  propose  could  do  no 
harm,  and  might  do  a  considerable 
amount  of  good.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  the  question  of  sites  excited  a  great 
deal  of  interest,  but  if  the  hon.  Member 
read  the  clause  carefully  he  would  see 
that  there  was  no  possibility  of  jobbery 
such  as  he  had  suggested.  All  that  was 
required  was  that  a  site  should  not  be 
determined  upon  until  the  Borough 
Council  had  been  consulted,  and  that 
in  the  case  of  compulsory  purchase 
if  there  was  difference  of  opinion  the 
Board  of  Education  should  not  make  an 
order  authorising  the  purchase  unless 
they  were  satisfied  that  the  concurrence 
of  the  Borough  Council  should  be  dis 
pensed  with.  He  thought  this  was 
really  a  matter  in  which  the  opinion  of 
the  locality  ought  to  be  consulted,  though 
it  did  not  necessarily  follow  that  that 
opinion  would  carry  the  day  or  be 
accepted  by  the  local  authority  or  the 
Board  of  Education. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  regretted 
the  decision  of  the  hon.  Baronet.  This 
proposal  was  part  of  the  original  scheme 
under  which  the  local  bodies  were  to 
have  the  management  of  the  schools,  and 
under  such  circumstances  there  was 
much  to  be  said  in  favour  of  the  Borough 
Councils  having  a  considerable  voice  in 
the  selection  of  sites.  But  the  Councils 
were  no  longer  in  that  position,  and 
the  reason  for  them  having  a  voice  in 
the  matter  had  disappeared.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  Government  would  agree 
to  drop  the  sub-section.  The  acquisition 
of  sites  involved  large  expenditure,  and 
the  School  Board  by  private  negotiations 
had  frequently  been  able  to  secure  sites 
at  20,  30,  or  50  per  cent,  less  than  they 
would  have  had  to  pay  had  their  inten- 
tions been  publicly  announced.  If  the 
Borough  Councils  had  to  be  consulted 
secrecy  would  be  impossible,  and  the 
knowledge  that^  a  certain  site  was 
wanted  would  certainly  enhance  the 
price.  The  London  County  Council  were 
in  touch  with  the  Borough  Councils, 
and,  in  the  event  of  any  dispute  as  to  a 
site,  could  invite  local  members  to  attend 
the  Committee  privately,  and  thus  avoid 
the  matter  becoming  public.  Unless 
this   sub-section    disappeared    from  the 
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Bill  there  was  every  probability  of  the 
ratepayers  being  mulcted  in  a  much 
larger  sum  than  would  otherwise  be  the 
Case. 

Mr.  WHITMORE  (Chelsea)  said  he 
hoped  the  GoTernment  would  adhere 
to  this  sub-section.  He  thought  the 
Borough  Councils  should  be  consulted  in 
regard  to  the  selection  of  sites  for  new 
public  elementary  schools.  This  sub- 
section certainly  made  it  clear  that  in  a 
matter  of  this  kind  in  which  local  know- 
ledge was  of  great  importance  the  site 
should  not  be  determined  upon  until 
after  consultation  with  the  Borough 
Council 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  that  as  the 
Bill  originally  stood  the  Borough  Council 
had  to  select  the  site,  but  the  Govern- 
ment saw  that  would  be  unworkable, 
and  they  provided  that  the  Borough 
Council  should  be  consulted  and  in  case 
the  Borough  Council  disagreed  with  the 
education  authority  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion had  power  to  substitute  any  other 
site  proposed  by  the  Borough  Council. 
What  the  hon.  Member  for  Chelsea  put 
forward  as  reasonable  was  done  at  the 
present  time.  Since  the  existence  of  the 
Borough  Councils  there  was  not  a  case 
where  they  had  not  been  consulted  as 
to  the  best  place  for  erecting  a  school. 
There  were,  however,  words  in  the  last 
part  of  the  hon.  Baronet's  proposed 
Amendment  which  he  did  not  quite 
understand  and  which  he  was  afraid 
would  lead  to  interminable  delay.  The 
words  he  alluded  to  were — 

"  And  in  such  a  ca«e  shall  make  a  special 
report  to  Parliament,  stating  their  reasons  for 
dispensing  with  that  concurrence." 

An  interminable  debate  would  then 
take  place,  promoted    by   the   Borough 


Council.  At  the  present  time  it  took 
four  or  five  years  to  provide  a  new 
school,  and  if  this  new  procedure  were 
adopted  it  might  run  to  an  intermin- 
able number  of  years. 

Mr.  HARRY  SAMUEL  (Tower  Ham- 
lets, Lime  house)  thought  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Camberwell  was  quite 
right  in  saying  that  there  had  been 
communications  with  the  Borough 
Councils  in  all  cases  in  reference  to  the 
selection  of  sites  since  the  Councils  were 
called  into  existence.  He  wished  to  say, 
however,  that  he  had  not  found  that  kind 
consideration  for  the  wishes  of  the 
locality  indicated  by  the  hon.  Member 
opposite,  because  in  his  constituency  the 
School  Board  had  ridden  rough  shod 
over  the  Borough  Council,  and  they  had 
selected  sites  which  were  of  the  greatest 
importance  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  poor  people  when  others  might  have 
been  chosen.  It  was  quite  right  that 
the  Borough  Council  should  have  some 
voice  in  the  matter. 

Captain  JESSEL  (St.  Pancras,  S.)  said 
that  in  regard  to  sites,  all  sorts  of 
communications  passed  between  the 
central  and  the  local  authority,  but  the 
matter  was  dealt  with  by  the  various 
committees  and  the  Council  knew  nothing 
about  it  until  it  was  practically  settled. 
He  did  not  attach  much  importance  to 
the  proposed  Amendment  of  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Education,  because 
it  was  only  a  matter  of  machinery.  He 
thought,  however,  that  the  local  author- 
ities ought  to  be  consulted. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :-— Ayes,  201 ;  Noef>r 
104.     (Division  List  No.  166.) 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
And,  Sir  John 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-Fletcher,  Rt.  Hn.SirH. 
R«got,Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  (Wahcorth) 
Rain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Bal  carres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 

Mr.  Sydney  Bvzton. 


AYES. 

Balfour,Rt.Hon.A.J.(JfawcAV 
Balfour,RtHnGerald  W.  (Leeds 
Ba»«  bury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bathurst,  Hn.  Allen  Benjamin 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brown,  Sir  Alx.  H.  (Shromh.) 
Campbell,  Rt  Hn  J  A  [Olasg.) 
Campbell,  JHM.(/)m6/iw  Univ 
Carew,  James  Laurence 


Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendisb,V.  C.  \V.  {Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  {Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  [Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,Rt.  Hn.  J.(J?t'rm.) 
Chamberl*  in,  Rt  Hn.  J  A(  Wore* 
Chapman,  Edward 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
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Collings,  Right  Hon.  Jesse 
Colonib,  Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
Colston,  Clia».  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bain  bridge 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Denny,  Colonel 
l)ewar,SirT.  R.  ( Tower  Hamlet* 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dimsdale,Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Joseph  C. 
Dixon-Hartland,SirFredjMxon 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Doxford,  Sir  Wm.  Theodore 
Duke,  Heurv  Edward 
Elliot,  Hn.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  George  Deuison  (York 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  Gforge 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Ed. 
Fergu8son,Rt.  Hn.  Sir  J .  (ManW 
FieJden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hn.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Robe rt  Penrose 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibbs,  Hn.  Vicary  (St  Albant 
Godson,SirAugU8tusFrederick 
Gordon,  H  n.  J  L(  Elgin  d-  Nairn 
Gore,HnG.RC.Orm.sby-  (Salop 
Gore,  Hn.  S.  F.Ormsby-  (Line 
Goschen,  Hon.  Geo.  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henrv  Robert 
Greene,  Sir  E.  \\. (Bury St.  Ed. 
Greene.  W.  Raymond-  (Cambs 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hardy,  Laurence  (KenUAshfd 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Hav,  Hon.  Claude  ( Jeorge 
Heath,  James  (Stafford*. N.  W. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
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Hogg,  Lindsay 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Howard,  John(  Kent,  Faversh'm 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
J  easel, Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Ken-yon,  Hon.  G.  T.  (Denbigh 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  W.  (Salop 
Kerr,  John 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lambton,  Hn.  Frederick  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgoic) 
Lawson,JohnGrant(  Yorks,N.R 
Legge»  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lockwood,  Lieut-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskiio 
Long,Col.  Charles  W.  (Evesham 
Long,  Rt.  H  n.  Walter  (Bristol  fS 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumh^Eskdale) 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hn.  James  (Kent 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft 
Lucas,  Reg'ld  J.  (Portsmouth) 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
WlverfiirLcniM  EdinburghW 
M4Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Meysey- Thompson,  Sir  H.  M* 
Mil  vain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  William  (Burnley) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,  David  J.  ( U  altKmstoMH 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mnrray  ,RtHn  A .  Graham(  Bute 
Murray.  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath 
M\e's.  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nolan,  Col.  John  Y.(Gnlway,N 
O'Connor,  Jae.  (WicMow,  W.) 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmpr,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Peel,  HnWm.  Robert  Welle<ley 
Pemberton.  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,  Col.  Richard 
Plummer,  WVter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Handler,  John  S. 
Ra«>ch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Ratcliff,  R.  F. 
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Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Redmond,  Jn.  £.  (WaUrford) 
lieid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Ritchie,  Rt.Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Roberta,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbeit  (Hackney) 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire 
Sackville,  Col.  8.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  CoL  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (JAmehouse) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Scott,  SirS.  (Marylehone,  W.) 
Seely,  Chas.  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart, M.  H.(Renfreur 
Simeon,  Sir  Barring  ton 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Abel  ^.(Hertford,  East 
Smith,  H  .C(North'mb,  Tyneside 
Smit  • ,  James  Parker (Lanarks) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stroyan,  John 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  E.  M. 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Wm.  H. 
Webb,  Colonel  William  George 
Welby,Lt-Col.  ACE.  ( Taunton) 
Welby,  Sir  Charles  G.E.(Notts 
Wh  iteley, H  ( A  shton  und.  Lynt 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Willoughby  de  Ereaby,  Lord 
Willoz,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (YorkyE.R, 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgoic) 
Wileon-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (York*) 
Wodehouse.Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  Bath 
Worsley  -Taylor,  Henry  Wilson 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  MajorW.  H. 
Young,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Allen,  Chas.  P.  (Glouc.  Stroud 
Asher,  Alexander 
Atherley- Jones,  L. 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Beaumont,  Went  worth  C.  B. 
Black,  Alexander  William 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
Campbell- Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 


NOES. 

Channing,  Francis  Alloton 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Crombie,  John  William 
Crooks,  William 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Da  vies,  M.  Vaughan  (Cardigan 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dough 8,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edwards,  Frank 
Eli  bank,  Master  of 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Evans,  SirFrancisH(  Maidstone 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan 


Farquharson.  Dr.  Robert 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson.  R.  C.  Munro  (Leit/t 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Foster,  Sir  Michl.  (Land.  Univ 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Harwood,  George 
Havne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Hayter,  Rt  Hon  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chaa.  H. 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  (Brisfl,  E 
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Holland,  Sir  William  Henry      I 
Hope,  John  Deans  {Fife,  West 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutchinson,  Dr.  CharlesFredk. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  David  B.  {Swansea) 
Jones,  William  (Camarvonsh. 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall 
Lay  land -Barratt,  Francis 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd -George,  David 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall 
M'Larea,  Sir  Charles  Beni. 
Mansfield,  Horace  Kendall 


{COMMONS} 

Mappin,  Sir  Fredk.  Thorpe 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mellor,  Rt.  Hn.  John  William 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen 
Newnei,  Sir  Gheorge 
Pal  mer,  8irCharlesM.(Z>wrA«m 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paul  ton,  James  Mellor 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Price    Robert  John 
Kea,  Russell 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  H.  {Denbigh*) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John   (Forfarshire) 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
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Spencer,RtHn.C.R(Aortf  Aante 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Taylor,  Theo.  C.  (Baddife) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  ( Glamorgan  J£. 
Thomas,  Dav*d  A\fred(Merthyr 
Toiukinson,  James 
Touliuin,  George 
Wallace,  Robert 
Wason,  Eugene  {Clackmannan 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whitejey,  George  ( York,  W.B. 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Williams,  0.  (Merioneth) 
Wilton,  F.W.  (Norfolk,  Mid) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Mr.  Lough  and  Mr. 
Trevelyan. 


♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  Sub- 
section (2)  as  it  stood  provided  that 
in  a  case  where  a  Borough  Council 
did  not  concur  with  the  local  education 
authority  in  a  proposed  compulsory 
acquisition  of  a  school  site — 

"  The  Hoard  of  Education  shall  be  em- 
powered, as  a  condition  of  its  approval  of  the 
Provisional  Order,  to  require,  if  it  thinks  fit, 
the  substitution  in  the  Order  of  any  other  site 
proposed  by  the  council  of  the  metropolitan 
borough  for  that  inserted  by  the  local  educa- 
tion authority." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

44  In  page  1,  line  23,  after  the  word  'shall,' 
to  leave  out  to  end  of  clause,  and  insert  the 
words  *  not  make  the  order  authorising  the 
purchase  unless  they  are  satisfied  that  the 
concurrence  ot  the  council  of  the  borough 
should  be  dispensed  with.'" — (Sir  William 
Anson.) 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  this  was  a  sub- 
stantial improvement  of  the  sub-section. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRYCE  moved  an  Amendment 
to  provide  that  a  site  required  for  the 
enlargement  of  a  publ  c  elementary 
school  should  not  be  deemed  a  new  site 
within  the  meaning  of  Sub-section  (2). 
He  hoped  the  Government  would  see 
that  this  Amendment  was  needed.  He 
did  not  say  that  it  was  absolutely 
needed  in  point  of  law,  but  he  thought 
it  was  better  that  the  Amendment 
should  be  added  in  order  to  make  the 
matter  perfectly  plain.  There  was  no 
reason  why  a  site  for  the  enlargement  of 


a  school  should  come  within  the  sub- 
section. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  1,  line  26,  at  end,  to  add  the 
words  'Provided  that  the  site  required  for  the 
enlargement  of  a  public  elementary  school 
shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  a  site  required  for  a 
new  public  elementary  school  within  the 
meaning  of  this  sub-section  and  of  "Section 
eight  of  the  principal  Act.' M — (Mr.  Bryce.) 


Question     proposed,     "    That     those 
words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 


♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  saiJ  the 
enlargement  of  a  school  might  require 
a  very  substantial  addition  to  the  exist- 
ing site,  and  if  such  an  enlargement 
could  not  be  dealt  with  as  a  matter  of  con- 
sultation, sometimes  the  character  of  a 
neighbourhood  might  be  almost  changed, 
and  some  of  the  objects  of  the  sub- 
section would  thereby  be  frustrated. 
He  thought  there  were  cases  in  which 
the  enlargement  would  be  so  sub 
stantial  that  the  Borough  Council  ought 
to  be  consulted. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  they  were 
now  dealing  with  a  very  important  matter. 
The  hon.  Baronet's  fears  that  they  might 
change  a  small  school  into  a  very  large 
one  were  absolutely  groundless,  because 
the  rules  of  the  Education  Department 
prevented  the  building  of  a  school  for 
more  than  1,200  scholars.  The  existing 
law  provided  for  all  sorts  of  inquiries 
when  it  was  proposed  to  enlarge  a  school, 
and  these  inquiries  took  a  long  time,  the 
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effect  being  that  all  interests  were 
.adequately  safeguarded.  If  an  additional 
piece  of  land  had  to  be  bought  com- 
pulsorily,  the  authority  had  to  come  to 
Parliament  for  a  Provisional  Order  which 
had  to  stand  the  fire  of  criticism.  He 
was  convinced  that  if  the  Parliamentary 
Secretary  looked  into  the  matter  he 
would  see  that  he  already  had  in  the 
regulations  and  powers  of  the  Department 
the  most  complete,  and,  he  might  say, 
tedious  safeguards.  It  would  be  highly 
detrimental  if  a  mere  enlargement  would 
have  to  run  through  all  the  gamut  of 
Clauses  7  and  8  of  last  year's  Act,  and 
Sub-section  (2)  of  Clause  2  of  this  Bill. 
The  Amendment  was  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  reasonable  carrying  out  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  of  last  year. 

Mr.  LOUGH  said  the  hon.  Baronet 
<?ould  not  have  thought  out  this  matter 
when  he  gave  such  a  blank  refusal  to  the 
Amendment.  There  would  be  continual 
conflicts  if  this  Amendment  were  not 
accepted.  The  Amendment  only  spoke 
of  the  enlargement  of  existing  schools. 
An  existing  school  was  not  a  new  public 
olementary  school.  If  the  Bill  was  left 
without  this  Amendment  it  would  not 
be  clear  that  the  local  education 
authority  could  proceed  without  going 
to  the  Borough  Councils. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  he  would 
accept  the  Amendment  in  the  following 
shape — 

"  In  Clause  2,  page  1,  line  26,  to  insert  *  Pro- 
vided that,  except  in  the  case  of  compulsory 
acquisition,  ihe  site  required  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  a  public  elementary  echo  »1  shall  not 
\>e  deemed  to  be  a  site  required  for  a  new  public 
•elementary  school  within  the  meaning  of  this 
sub-section.'" 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  said  he  would 
rather  have  had  the  Amendment  he  had 
proposed  on  behalf  of  his  hon.  friend; 
but  they  had  better  take  what  they 
-could  get. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  1,  line  26,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  "  Provided  that,  except  in  the  case  of 
compulsory  acquisition,  the  site  required  for 


the  enlargement  of  a  public  elementary  school 
shall  not  be  deemed  a  site  required  for  a  new 
public  elementary  school  within  the  meaning 
of  thia  sub-section.'" — (Sir  William  Anson.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRYCE  sa  d  he  thought  that  the 
words  "  and  of  Section  8  of  the  principal 
Act,"  should  be  added  to  the  Amendment. 
It  was  intended  to  have  an  open  field  as 
between  provided  and  non-provided 
schools.  But  this  particular  section 
referred  only  to  providsd  schools,  which 
made  all  the  difference  in  the  world. 
These  words  were  necessary,  and  he 
begged  to  move  their  insertion. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill-  - 

.  •'  After  the  words  last  inserted  to  insert  the 
words  *  and  of  Section  8  of  the  principal  Act.'  " 
— (Mr.  Bryce.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  insert e J  in  the  Bill." 

*Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  he  could 
not  help  thinking  that  these  words  should 
not  be  inserted  here,  for  though  they 
seemingly  referred  to  an  enlargement  of 
a  school  with  reference  to  consulting 
Borough  Councils  under  certain  con- 
ditions, they  really  repeated  in  the  case 
of  London  a  provision  of  the  principal 
Act. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  that  if  these 
words  were  not  put  in,  the  matter  would 
be  left  entirely  to  the  Board  of  Education. 
His  experience  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion since  1895,  was  that  i  had  been 
under  considerable  denominational  in- 
fluence, though  he  did  not  say  it  was 
under  the  hon.  Baronet.  All  sorts  of 
delays  had  been  caused  by  the  pressure 
of  the  managers  and  friends  of  denomina- 
tional schools,  who  thought  the  enlarge- 
ment of  a  school,  or  the  provision  of  a 
new  school  would  do  injury  to  their 
schools.  He  certainly  thought  the  addi- 
tion of  the  words  was  necessary  in  order 
to  prevent  long  delays,  and  300  or  400 
children  being  kept  waiting  for  places. 

Question  put 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  111;  Noes, 
212.    (Division  List  No.  167.) 


Allen,  Chas.  P.  (Glos..  Stroud) 
Asher,  Alexander 


AYES. 

Ash  ton,  Thomas  Gair 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 


Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B 
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Bl*ck,  Alexander  William 
B ioad hurst,  Henry 
Brown,George  M.  {Edinburgh) 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Burns,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Ca  us  ton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
©banning,  Francis  Allston 
Ciemer,  AVilliam  Randal 
Cnmbie,  John  William 
Cr.oks,  William 
Da  vies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Davies,M.  \  aLUghSkn- (Cardigan 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hop.  Sir  Charles 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  {Lanark) 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edwards,  Frank 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Evans,  Samuel  T. [Glamorgan) 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmund 
Foster  SirMichael(Zowrf.  Univ. 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  {Derby  Co.) 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Furness,  Sir  Christopher 
Go  Idard,  Daniel  Ford 
Grey,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  E.  {Berwick 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hardie,  J.  Keir  (Merthyr  Tyd 
Harwood,  George 
Hayne,  Rr.Hon.  CharlesSeale- 


{COMMONS} 

Hayter,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hemphill,  lit.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Hol»house,C.E.H.  (Bristol, E.) 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Hope,  John  Deans  (FiJe,H'est) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Hutchinson,  Dr.  Charles  Fredk. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,David  Brynmor  (Sufnsea 
Jones,  William(  Carnarvonshire 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 
Laylaod-Barratt,  Francis 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M4Laren,Sir  (fharles  Benjamin 
Mansfield,  Horace  Kendall 
Mappin,  Sir  Fredk.  Thorpe 
Mark  ham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mellor,  Rt.  Hn.  John  William 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Moulton,   John   Fletcher 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Palmer.SirCharlesM.  (Durham 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pault«»n,  J  a  nits  Mellor 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Price,  Robert  John 
Rea,  Russell 
Ricketr,  J,  Compton 
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Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland 

Schwann,  Charles  E. 

Shackleton,  David  James 

Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Stafford} 

<  Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

,  Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spencer,RtHn  C.R.  (Northant* 
Stevenson,  Francis  8. 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.(Badclife} 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  A.  (Carmarthen,  B.} 
Thomas,  Sir  A.(Glamoraan%E.} 
Thomas,  David  A  If  red  (Merthyr 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Wasou,  Eugene(  Clackmannan} 
Wason,John  Cathcart  (Or&n«y 
Weir,  Jame*  Galloway 
Whitley,  J.  H.  ( Halifax) 

|  Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 

I  Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth} 

|  Wilson,  Chas.  H.  (HuU,  W.) 
Wilson,  F.W.  (Norfolk,  Mid) 

I  Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.} 

,  Yoxall,  James  Henry 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  William  M 'Arthur. 


Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Aird,  Sir  John 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Aubrey- Fletcher,  Rt.  Hn.SirH. 
Bagot.Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bailey.  James  (Vahrr>rth) 
Bain.  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,Rt.Hon.A.J.(J/rt/JcAV 
Balfour.  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.(Christch. 
Banbury, Sir  Frederick  George 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benj. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bentin?k,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bowles,  Lt.  -ColH.  Y  (Middlesex 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brown,  Sir  Alex.  H.  (Shropsh.) 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Campbell,Rt.Hn.  J.  A.  (Glasg. 
Campbell,J.  H.M.  (Dublin  Univ 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  TJ. 
C:iVQTidi*h.V.C.W.(  Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Man/yr) 
Cecil,  Lord,  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt  Hon  J  (Birm 
Chamberlain,Rt.  Hn.  JA(  Wore. 


NOES, 

Chaplin,  Right  Hon.  Henry 
Chapman,  Edward 
Churchill,  Winston,  Spencer 
Clive,  Captun  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  H»n.  Thos.  H.A.E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Colli ngs,  Right  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston, Cha*.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Cook,   Sir   Frederick  Lucas 
Cox,  Irwin  Edwd   Bain  bridge 
Cros*,Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dewar,  Sir  T.  R.(7V.  HamVts 
Dimsdale,Rt.  Hn.  SirJosephC. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Doxtord,  Sir  Win.  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  Geortre  Denison  (York) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Ed. 
Fergusson,Rt.  Hn.  SirJ. (Man  V) 
Fiefden,  Edward  Brocklehnrst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Firbank,  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edw.  Algernon 
Flannerv,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,'  Ernest 


Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster, PhilipS.( Jf  ancick;S.  W 
Galloway,  William  Johnston 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibhs.Hu  AM.K.(CityofLond 
Gibbs,  Hn.  Vioary  (St.  Alban* 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gordon, Hn.  J.  E.  (Elgind:Xairn 
Gore,  Hn.  S.  F.Ormsby-  (Line 
Gorst,Rt.  Hon. Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  Hon. George  Joachim 
Goulding,  El  ward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Greene,SirE.W.(5wry  St.  Ed. 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hardy,  Laurence  (KentfAshfd 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  James  (Staffords,N.  IV- 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hogir,  Lindsay 
Hoult.  Joseph 

Howard.  Jno  (Kent,  Faver'hm 
Hudson.  George  Bickerstetb 
Jesse! .  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnstone,  Heywood 
Kenyon-Slaney,Col.W.(5o/of>. 
Kerr,  John 
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Knowks,  Lees 
J^ambton,  Hon.  Fredk.  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawrence.Sir  Joseph  (Momrtth 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  ( York,N.R 
^egg©>  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower  FredericK  N.S 
Llewellyn.  Evan  Henry 
Lockwood,  Lieut-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Col.  Charles  W.  (Evesham 
Long,  Kt.  Hn. .Walter  (Bristol  tS. 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.  Eskdale) 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.  Jae.  (Kent) 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft 
Lucas, Reginald  J .(Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  dimming 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M  'lyer&xrLewi^Edinburgh  W 
M 'Killop, James  (Stirlingshire) 
Malcolm,  Tan 

Maxwell,  RtHnSirH.E(  Winn. 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mifvain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  William  (Burnley) 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan ,  David  J  ( J  Valthamstow 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thsh.) 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  Rt  Hn  A.  Graham(  Bute 
Murray,  Col.Wyndham  (Bath) 
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Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nolan.Col.  John  F.(GalivaytN. 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Peel,  Hn.  WinRobertWellesley 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,  Colonel  Richard 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Ratclitf,  R.  F. 

Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  Jas.  Farqnharson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Ritchie,Rt.  H  u.  Cha*.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson.  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sadler,Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limthoust) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Afarylebone,  W.) 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  (Renfrew 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
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Smith,  Abel  H.  (Uertford.E.) 
Smith,H.  C.  (North mbTyn&tide 
Smith,James  Va,rker(Lanarks. 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stroyan,  John 

Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester* 
Talbot,Rt.  Hn.  J.G.  (OxfdUniv 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinsun,  Sir  Win.  Edw.  M. 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Wal.ond,Rt.Hn.SirWilliamH 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Webb, Colonel  William  George 
Welby,Lt.-CnlA.CE.(rawwfcm 
Welby,  Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (Notts) 
White!ey,H.  (Ashton  una.  Lyne 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Willoughby  de  Eresby.  Lord 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  A. Stanley  (York,E.R- 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (York.) 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.  E.  R.  (Bath} 
Worsley-Ta>  lor,Henry  Wilson 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Wyndham-Qnin,  MajorW.  H. 
Young,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther^ 


*Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  he  moved  | 
this  Amendment  in  pursuance  of  an  ! 
undertaking  he  had  given  at  an  earlier  | 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  26,  at  end,  to  add  the  words 
•  (3)  Schools  provided  by  the  local  education 
authority  for  blind,  deal*,  epileptic,  and  defec- 
tive children,  and  any  other  schools  which,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Education,  are  not 
of  a  local  character,  shall  not  be  treated  for 
the  purposes  of  th's  section  as  public  elemen- 
tary schools."  "—(Sir  William  Anson.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Dr.    MACNAMARA     admitted     the 
necessity   of    moving   this  now,   but  he  | 
suggested  it  would  perhaps  be  as  well  to  ■ 
insert   after   the    word   " opinion  "    "of  I 
the  local  education  authority  and." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


I  . 


of  powers,  and  therefore  moved  the 
Amendment  standing  in  his  name.  The 
history  of  this  clause  was  that  it  was 
moved  late  in  the  evening  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Islington.  It  was  not 
in  the  original  Bill.  The  hon.  Member 
in  moving  the  clause  pointed  out  that 
at  the  time  the  London  Government 
Act  was  passed  it  was  never  intended 
to  give  the  administration  of  education 
to  the  London  County  Council  and  the 
Borough  Councils.  He  thought  it  would 
be  a  pity  to  stereotype  for  all  time  the 
system  laid  down  by  this  Act.  If  the 
clause  was  struck  out  it  would  be  quite 
simple  by  an  agreement  of  the  majority 
of  the  Borough  Councils  and  the  London 
County  Council,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  to  make 
any  change  they  desired,  and  he  did  not 
see  what  objection  there  could  be  to  an 
arrangement  of  th  it  kind.  He  begged 
to  move. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 


Captain    JESSEL  said   he    attached 
considerable    importance    to    the    sub- 
section of  the  London  Government  Act  of  '     «« in  page  lf  une  27,  to  leave  out  Clause  3."— 
1899  having  relation  to  the  transference  |  (Captain  Jessei.) 
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Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  i  accepted.  But  he  thought  on  the  whole 
of  Clause  3,  to  the  word  *  proceedings '  the  best  course  now  wouid  be  to  leave  it 
in  line  28,  stand  part  of  the  Bill."  out  of  the  Bill. 


Mr.  LOUGH  expressed  his  amaze- 
ment that  such  a  suggestion  should  be 
made  by  the  hon.  Member.  Clause 
3  was  a  very  small  clause,  but  it 
was  one  which  he  regarded  with 
some  affection  because  it  was  the  only 
one  which  he  succeeded  in  persuad- 
ing the  Government  to  accept.  When  he 
thought  of  the  arduous  struggle  he  made 
in  support  of  the  clause  he  thought  the 
hon.  Member  ought  not  to  grudge  him 
the  one  crumb  he  had  extracted  from  the 
Government.  The  hon.  Member  evidently 
thought  because  the  clause  was  short  it 
was  of  little  use,  but  he  might  point  out 
that  when  the  London  Government  Act 
was  passed  there  was  no  thought  of  en- 
trusting education  to  municipal  bodies. 
Under  the  clause  in  that  Act  great 
changes  might  be  made  between  the 
Borough  Council  and  the  London  County 
Council  without  the  Board  of  Education 
being  consulted  at  all,  an  d  without  any 
one  knowing  anything  about  them.  He 
thought  this  clause  was  absolutely 
necessary,  and  he  hoped  the  Government 
would  stick  to  the  Bill  as  it  was  and  not 
allow  the  clause  to  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  WHITMOKE  admitted  that 
the  fact  that  the  clause  had  reference 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  not 
to  the  Board  of  Education  might  present 
some  little  difficulty,  but  inasmuch  as 
after  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  was  obtained  a  Provisional 
Order  wa3  necessary  it  would  be  con- 
venient to  omit  this  clause. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  it  was  the 
invariable  practice  when  one  Department 
of  the  Government  was  asked  to  do  some- 
thing closely  affecting  another  Department 
for  that  Department  to  ask  for  the  views 
of  the  Department  affected  and  follow  out 
those  views  and  adopt  the  suggestions 
made.  The  Local  Government  Board  in 
this  case  would  be  a  purely  administra- 
tive Department  and  would  adopt  the 
views  and  carry  out  the  suggestions  of 
the  Board  of  Education.  They  adopted 
the  Amendment  in  the  Committee  stage 
of  the  Bill  because  they  were  then  in  a 
fatigued  condition.  The  hon.  Member 
pressed  it  on  the  Government — it  was  his 
-one   child,  his  ewe    lamb,    and    it    was 


Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  thought  the 
1  House  was  not  being  fairly  treated  in  this 

matter.  The  Amendment  was  accepted 
\  without  protest  as  a  safeguard   against 

possible  contingencies,  and,  the  Govern- 
!  ment  having  accepted  it,  it  would  be 
;  rather  ungracious  of  them  now  to  throw 

it  over. 

|  Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTSON 
!  (Hackney,  S.)  said  although  he  should 
'  strongly  object  to  any  large  powers  being 
thrust  upon  the  Borough  Councils  by  this 
clause  he  could  not  congratulate  the  hon. 
Member  on  his  ewe  lamb.  The  hon. 
Member  objected  to  powers  being  trans- 
ferred to  the  Borough  Councils,  but  he 
did  not  object  to  powers  being  trans- 
ferred to  the  Corporation  of  London  which 
was  done  by  a  subsequent  clause  of  the 
Act  of  1899.  He  could  conceive  that  it 
might  bedesirableto  make  changes  with  re- 
gard to  seconda  y  and  tech  n ical  education , 
and  he  therefore  asked  the  House  to 
allow  the  law  to  stand  as  it  was  and  not 
make  a  special  exception  in  this  case. 

♦Sir  CHARLES   DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire,   Forest  of   Dean)    did  not   think 
the    Government  were  acting   fairly  in 
leaving  this  matter  to  be  decided  by  the 
■  House,  which   meant  rejection,  without 
j  giving   notice  of  its  intention   to  do  so. 
;  He  gathered  that  there  had  been  some 
discussion  as  to  an  Amendment  which 
the  Government  proposed  to  move   in 
the  clause,  and  therefore  their   present 
action   was  discourteous  to  the  author 
of  the  clause. 

*  Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  he  should 

be  sorry  to  leave  this  point  unanswered. 

What  really  happened  was  that  a  month 

ago  a  list  of   necessary  Amendments  to 

i  the  Bill  was  brought  before  him  ;  among 

;  them  was  one  to  the  clause  of  the  hon. 

i  Member.      He    called    the  attention  of 

\  the  lion.    Member  to   the  fact  that  the 

Amendment  was  necessary,  and  it  never 

occurred  to  him  that  by  doing  so  he  was 

doing  anything  unfair   one  way    or  the 

other  or  pledg  ng  himself  to  retain  the 

clause.    He  was  sorry  that  his  action  had 

led  to  any  misapprehension.     He  had  no 

intention  of  misleading'the  hon.  Member 
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or  the  House,  and  he  still  said  if  this 
clause  remained  the  Amendment  was 
necessary. 

Mr.  BRYCE  thought  in  a  case  of  this 
kind  the  Government  ought  to  stand  by 
the  Bill.  It  was  not  treating  the  House 
quite  fairly  for  the  Government,  after 
having  accepted  this  clause,  to  fall  down 
and  surrender  to  the  Member  who 
moved  the  Amendment.  The  Amend- 
ment was  accepted  as  a  compromise. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG:  No, 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  that  as  the  debate 
was  proceeding  the  Government  thought 
they  could  give  satisfaction  by  accepting 
the  Amendment,  so  that  it  might  fairly 
be  described  as  a  compromise.  Now, 
without  the  lightest  notice,  that  com- 
promise was  being  abandoned.  He 
really  thought  that  was  not  the  way  in 
which  these  things  should  be  done.  If 
the  Government  thought  the  balance  of 
aigument  was  in  favour  of  the  clause 
being  dropped,  they  ought  themselves  to 
have  proposed  its  omission.  If  powers 
of  such  importance  were  to  be  transferred 
to  the  Borough  Councils,  it  ought  to  be 
done  by  statute,  and  go  through  all 
the  forms  which  such  proceedure  in- 
volved. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS  (Glamorgan- 
shire Mid)  thought  the  Government  ought 
to  adhere  to  the  decision  at  which  they 
arrived,  perhaps  hurriedly,  during  the 
debates  in  Committee.  Possibly  his  hon. 
friend's  Amendment  did  not  go  far 
enough,  but  that  could  easily  be  remedied. 
It  was  true  there  were  safeguards  against 
the  powers  of  devolution  being  exercised, 
but  the  objection  was  to  the  possibility 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  or  the 
Board  of  Education,  or  both,  allowing  the 
devolution  of  such  important   powers  as 


was  possible  under  the  section.  It  ought- 
to  be  made  clear  that  Parliament  did 
not  intend  that  any.  such  application 
should  be  successfully  made  by  the 
County  and  Borough  Councils,  and  that 
no  Provisional  Order  would  be  obtainable. 


Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  the  ultimate 
effect  might  be  very  serious  financially. 
The  present  County  Council  were  not 
likely  to  devolve  much,  but,  without 
any  great  stretch  of  imagination,  he 
could  conceive  a  County  Council  with  a 
majority  of  such  a  character  that  it 
would  be  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world 
to  pass  a  resolution  devolving  powers- 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  confer  practical 
autonomy  for  educational  purposes  upon 
each  Borough  Council.  It  would  also 
be  possible  to  devolve  upon  each  Borough 
Council  the  right  to  raise  a  differential 
rate  for  elementary  education,  and  it 
would  be  to  the  interest  of  a  majority  of 
the  Borough  Councils  to  petition  for 
such  a  devolution  of  powers,  because 
they  would  get  off  with  a  smaller  rate. 
What  would  be  the  result  1  With  ita 
rateable  value  and  the  number  of 
children  to  be  provided  for,  Westminster 
could  manage  with  a  Jd.  rate  (the  rate  for 
the  whole  of  London  wasl4d.),  whereas 
in  Bethnal  Green  it  would  be  30£d.,  in 
Poplar,  34  Jd.,  in  Camberwell,  37d.,  and 
in  Battersea,  29d.  Apart  from  educa- 
tional administration,  such  a  result 
would  be  financially  disastrous  to  the 
poorer  parts  of  the  Metropolis.  In  the 
interests  of  a  unified  rate  and  of  wise 
administration  the  provision  ought  to 
remain  in  the  Bill. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  120 ;  Noes, 
214.     (Division  List,  No.  168.) 


Allen,  Chas.  P.  (Glos. ,  Stroud) 
Asher,  Alexander 
Asquith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbt.  Hy. 
Atherley-JoneBj  L. 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Rarran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Black,  Alexander  William 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
B  road  hurst,  Henry 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 


AYES. 

Burns,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton    Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cremer,  William  Randal 


Crombie,  John  William 
Crooks,  William 
Davies,  Alfred  {Carmarthen) 
Da  vies,  M.  Vaughan  (Cardigan 
Dewar,  John  A.(Inverness-sh.) 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edwards,  Frank 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Emmott,  Alfred 
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lEvans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmund 
Foster,  Sir  Michl.  {Land.  Univ 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  {Derby  Co. 
Tnller,  J.  M.  P. 
'Furness,  Sir  Christopher 
'  Gladstone,  Rt.  HnHerbertJohn 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Grey,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  E.  {Berwick 
•Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gordon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hardie,  J.  Keir  {Merthyr  Tyd 
Harms  worth,  R.  Leicester 
Harwood,  George 
Hayne,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Havter,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hobhouee.  C.  E.  H.  (Bristol,  E. 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Howard,  J.  (Midd.,  Tottenham) 
Hutchinson,  Dr.  Charles  Fredk. 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  Da  vidBrynmor(Si£ww«i 
Jones,  William  (Camarvonsh.) 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lansley,  Batty 
Lawson.  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 
Lay  land- Barratt.  Francis 
Xeigh,  Sir  Joseph 
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Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M*  Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
McLaren,  Sir  Charles   Benj. 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Mappin,  Sir  Fredk.  Thorpe 
Mark  ham,  Arthnr  Basil 
Mellor,  Rt.  Hn.  JohnWilliam 
Morgan, J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen 
Moss,  Samuel 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Newnee.  Sir  George 
Pal  mer,sir  CharlesM(Z)  wrA/iw 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paultam,  James  Mellor 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Price,  Robert  John 
Rea,  Russell 
Rickett,  J.  Contpton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigh*.) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Runcinian,  Walter 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Shackle  ton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Stafford) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
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Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Smith,H  Q(Xorth  mb.  Tyneside 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spencer,Rt.  HnC.  lUXorthanls 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.(Radcliffe) 
Thomas,  A.  (Carmarthen,  JB.) 
Thomas,Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,E. 
Thomas. David  Alfred  (Slcrthyr 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Wrason,  Eugene  ( Clackmannan 
Wafton,John  Cathcart  (Orkney 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley, George  ( York,  W.  R. 
Whitlev,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  O.  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  Chas.  H.  (Hull,  W.\ 
Wilson,  F.W.  (Norfolk,  Mid) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  {Falkirk) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Mr.  Lough  and  Mr.  Alfred 
Hulton. 


Alwaham,  W.  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Acland-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Aird,  Sir  John 
Anson,  Sir  William  Keynell 
Anstruther.  H.  T. 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  0. 
Aubrey -Fletcher,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  H. 
Bagot,Capt.  JoscelineFitzRoy 
Bailey.  James  ( Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (MancWr 
Balfour,  RtHn.  Gerald  W  (Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.(Christeh 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bathurst,Hon.  AllenBenjannn 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bhownsggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bowles,  Lt-Col.  H.  F  (Middlesex 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brown,  Sir  Alx.  H.  (Shropth.) 
Burdett-Coufcts,  W. 
CampbelkRt.  Hn.  J.  A  (Glasgow 
Campbell,  J.  H.M.(Z>f/ft/in  Univ 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.i 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbysh  ire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lorcf  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,Rt.  HnJ.  A.  ( Wore 
Chamberlayne,  T.  (Southmptn 
Siaplin,  Right  Hon.  Henry 
"■"nan,  Edward 


NOES. 

Charrington,  Spencer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.Tho-.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Colling*,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  A  thole 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dewar,SirT.  K.  ( Tower  Hamlets 
Dim  sdale,Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Joseph  C. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Dozford.  Sir  Wm.  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Dyke.Rt.Hn.SirWiiliam  Hart 
Egerton.  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot, Hon.  A.  Ralph  Donglas 
Faber,  George  Denison  ( York) 
Fardel  1,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Ed. 
Fergusson.Rt.  Hn.  SirJ(  Mane  V 
Fieulen,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  Goorge  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edw.  Algernon 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  PhilipS.  ( Wanrick,S.  W. 
Galloway.  Nvilliam  Johnson 
Gardner'  Ernest 


Gibbs,HnA.G.H(Ctty  of  Lond 
Gibbs,  Hn.  Vioary  (St.  Albans 
Gilhooly,  James 
Godson,SirAmmstusFrederick 
Gordon, Hn.  J.  K(Etgin  d-Xairn 
Gore,  Hn.  G  RC.  Qrni#by -(Salop 
Gore,  Hon.  S. F.  Orn^ by  (Zmc. 
Goschen,Hon.  George  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Greene,SirE\\  (B'rySEdm'nds 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gunter,  Sir  Rol>ert 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Hardy,  Laurence  (Kent,Ashfd 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heat h  ,.1  nme»(St«ffords, X.  W. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson.  Sir  Alexander 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hogg,  Lindsay 

Houldsworth,  Sir  Win.  Henry 
Howard,  Jno  (Kent,  Faver  Am, 
Fludson,  George  Rickersteth 
Johnstone,  TTe\*wood 
Kenyon-Slaney,Col.  W.  {Salop 
Kerr,  John 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lambton, Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Uw,  Andrew  Bcnar  (Glasgow 
Lawrence.  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool 
Lawson.  J  ohnG  ran  t(  YnrksX.R 
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Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,  Frederick  N.  S 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lockwood,  Lieut-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Col.CharlesW.  (Evesham 
LoDg,Kt.Hn.  Walter  (BristolfS 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.  Esbdale) 
Lowt  her,  Rt.  Hon.  James  {Kent 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  {Lowestoft 
Lucas,  K«ginald  J .  {Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
M 'Arthur,  Charles  {Liverpool 
M'lverfiirLewi^Edinburgh  W 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
Maxwell,  RtHnSirHE(Wigfn 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mil  vain,  Thoma9 
Mitchell,  William  (Burnley) 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,  David  J  ( Walthamstow 
Morgan,Hn.  Fred.  (Monm'thsh. 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  RtHn  A.  Graham  (Bute 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndhani  (Bath 
Myers,  William  Henry 


{15  July  1903} 

Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nolan,Col.John  F.(Galtvay,N. 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Wal«er  (Salisbury) 
Peel,Hn  Wm. Robert  Wei  lesley 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 

Pilkington,  Colonel  Richard 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce-Jonea,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Ratcliff,  E.  F. 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquliarson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Ridley ,  S.  Forde(  Bethnal  Green 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackmy) 
Rollegton,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  Jamefl 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
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Scott,  Sir  S.  (Man/lcbone,  W.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Rvmford) 
Smith, James  Parker ( Lan arks. 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Strojan,  John 

Talbot,Rt.Hn  J.G.(Ox/dUniv 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Win.  Edw.  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Wm.  H. 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Webb,Colonel  William  George 
Welby,Lt-Col  A.  C.  E  ( Taunton 
Welby,SirCharles  G.  E.  ( Notts. 
Whiteley,  H.  (A  shtannnd.  Lyne 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm  H.  (Yorks. 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.  E.R.(Bath 
Worsley-Taylor,Henry  Wilson 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Young,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Captain  Jessel  and  Mr. 
Bull. 


Mr.  MANSFIELD  (Lincolnshire, 
Spalding)  moved  an  Amendment  with 
the  object  of  postponing  the  date  for 
the  Act  coming  into  operation  from  1st 
May,  1904,  as  proposed,  to  1st  May, 
1907.  By  delaying  the  commencement 
of  the  Act,  the  people  of  London  would 
be  given  an  opportunity  of  declaring 
whether  they  wanted  it  or  not.  This 
Amendment  raised  the  question  of  the 
mandate  of  the  Government  for  the 
passing  of  the  Act.  It  was  notorious 
that  at  last  election  not  a  single 
•constituency  was  asked  whether  they 
desired  the  School  Boards  to  be  ex- 
tinguished. Not  a  single  elector  sus- 
pected, when  he  voted  for  a  Conservative 
candidate  that  he  was  voting  for.  the 
abolition  of  the  School  Boards.  The 
only  mandate  the  Government  professed 
to  have  was  the  mandate  of  necessity. 
The  Prime  Minister  said  that  the  Act 
was  brought  in  because  the  necessities 
of  the  case  demanded  that  education 
should  be  dealt  with.  If  necessity  was 
the  mandate  surely  they  ought  to  have 
started  with  the  War  Office  instead  of 
education.  Seeing  that  the  Government 
had  absolutely  no  mandate  from  the 
people  of  London  in  regard  to  the  Act  he 
proposed  that  the  date  for  its  coming 
into  operation  should  be  so  extended 
.that  they  would  have  an  opportunity  of 


saying,  in  other  parts  than  Hyde  Park 
and  the  Albert  Hall,  whether  they 
wanted  the  measure  or  not.  He  believed 
that  practically  nobody  in  London 
wanted  it.  The  School  Board  of 
London,  which  had  been  doing  the  work 
admirably  for  years,  did  not  want  to  be 
extinguished,  and  no  serious  objection 
had  been  made  to  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  carried  out  their  duties. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Member  can 
hardly  make  a  Second  Reading  speech 
upon  a  Motion  to  postpone  the  date  upon 
which  the  Bill  is  to  come  into  operation. 

Mr.  MANSFIELD  said  it  was  difficult 
to  know  exactly  where  the  Government 
had  taken  their  instructions  from.  They 
were  constantly  told  that  the  people  had 
never  asked  for  the  Bill.  The  object  of 
his  Amendment  was  to  give  the  people  of 
London  an  opportunity  of  considering 
the  matter  which  affected  not  only  their 
children  but  the  future  of  London.  He 
begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

'•  In  page  2,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'four'  and  insert  the  word  'seven.'" — (Mr. 
Mansfield. ) 


Question   proposed,    "That   the 
'  four '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 
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♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  he 
would  not  follow  the  hon.  Member  into 
the  general  discussion  as  to  whether  the 
Bill  was  wanted  or  not,  because  he  was 
not  disposed   to   make  a  speech  on  the 

feneral  merits  of  the  measure  such  as  he 
ad  had  to  make  before  and  might  have  to 
make  on  the  Third  Reading.  He  would 
rather  reply  to  any  general  reflections  on 
the  Bill  when  it  came  to  be  read  a  third 
time.  This  was  an  Amendment  for  the 
postponement  of  the  date  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Bill  for  three  years 
beyond  the  date  contemplated.  The  hon. 
Member  had  not  assigned  any  reason  for 
that  change.  His  whole  speech  was 
directed  to  the  undesirability  of  bringing 
in  the  Bill  at  all.  He  could  not  accept 
the  Amendment. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  he  would 
vote  for  the  Amendment  readily,  but  he 
really  thought  that  it  did  not  matter 
very  much,  because  before  the  first  of 
April,  1904,  a  certain  event  would  have 
happened.  In  the  first  week  of  March 
there  would  be  a  County  Council  elec- 
tion. The  people  of  London  would 
settle  all  this,  and  he  had  not  a  shadow 
of  a  doubt  that  they  would  return 
to  Spring  Gardens  an  overwhelming 
majority  on  three  issues.  The  first  was — 
We  will  not  administer  this  Act  because 
we  have  too  much  to  do,  and  you  are 
putting  on  us  work  which  will  break 
the  whole  machinery  down. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  think  this  is 
matter  for  the  Third  Reading.  If  this 
line  of  argument  were  allowed  upon  this 
Amendment,  the  whole  merits  of  the  Bill 
might  be  discussed. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  he  did  not 
wish  to  discuss  the  whole  merits  of  the 
Bill.     He  thought  the  date  of  commence- 
ment ought  to  be  postponed  until  the 
voice  of  the  people  could  be  heard.     He 
had  not  a  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  there  ; 
would  be  a  more  effective  postponement ; 
than   the  change  from    1904   to   1907,  j 
because  before  it  came  into  operation  it  \ 
would  have  to  be  drastically  altered.         j 

Mr.    LLOYD-GEORGE    (Carnarvon  , 
Boroughs)   agreed   that  they  ought  to  , 
postpone  the  commencement  of  the  Act. 
A  similar  Motion  was  made  with  regard 


I  to  last  year's  Act  and  he  supported  it. 
I  It  was  true  that  the  County  Councils 
were  then  with  a  majority  of  Conserva- 
tives who  were  in  sympathy  with  the 
|  Government     The  line  they  took  was 
'  that   as  the  County  Councils  were   to 
,  frame  schemes  and  to  have  the  whole 
\  direction  of  the  general  policy  of  their 
I  particular  areas  the  operation  of  the  Act 
ought    to    be    postponed    so    that    the 
County   Councils    might   consider    the 
general  lines  on  which  it  ought  to  be 
|  administered.      Now  they  were  dealing 
■  with  a  County  Council  which  was  Pro- 
1  gressive  and   in  general  sympathy  with 
Liberal  views.     They  were   not  taking 
'  this  course  purely  and  simply  because  of 
j  the  political  complexion  of  the  Councils. 
They  said,  as  a  genera]  proposition,  that 
I  Parliament  was  casting  on  the  authority 
|  work  which,  when  that  authority  was 
|  brought  into  existence,  it  had  not  the 
remotest    idea    that    anything    of     the 
I  kind  would  be  proposed.     The   County 
I  Councils   were  elected  in   England  and 
Wales  three  years  ago.    They  had  not  the 
;  faintest  notion  that    before  the  end  of 
i  their  term  of  office  functions  of  this  kind 
would  be  cast  upon  them.    He  was  sure 
the  electors  had  no  idea  of  it,  and,  there- 
fore, they  had  no  opportunity  of  select- 
ing men  qualified  for  this  purpose.    The 
functions   to  be  cast  by  this  Bill  on  the 
London  County  Council  were  greater  in 
their  financial  magnitude  than  anything 
I  they  had  got  at  the  present  moment. 
I  The  amount  of  money  they  had  to   dis- 
tribute  and  the  work  they  had  to  do 
|  under  this  Bill  was  of  a  higher  quality, 
i  He  had  every  regard  for  the  work  of  the 
County  Council,  but  he  did  not  think  it 
was  so  important  as  that  which  was  to  be 
cast  upon  it  by  the  Bill   in  connection 
j  with  the  training  of  the  young  of  London. 
They   were    not   legislating  entirely  by 
|  this  Bill.     The   County    Council  would 
begin  to  legislate  by  means  of  schemes. 
What  were  the  schemes  throughout  the 
country  1     They    were  so    many    little 
Education  Acts  for  each  local  authority* 
and  anyone  who  looked  at  them  would 
see  the  great  diversity    of   educational 
ideals  which  existed.     He  thought   the 
local  electors  ought  to  be  consulted  as  to 
the  general  lines  of  policy  and  as  to  the 
kind  of  men  who  ought  to  be  entrusted 
with  the  work.     He  was  not  sticking  up 
for  1907,  but  he  thought  the  Act  should 
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not  be  put  into  operation  until  the 
Parliamentary  electors  were  consulted  as 
well.  It  was  perfectly  obvious  that  they 
were  legislating  against  the  wish  of  the 
people.  They  had  not  been  consulted 
upon  it  at  all.  He  was  certain  that 
nobody  in  the  House  believed  that  this 
was  an  Act  of  Parliament  which  would 
be  in  operation  inside  or  outside  London 
three  years  hence.  What  he  found 
taking  place  in  Wales  was  what  he  was 
certain  would  take  place  through- 
out the  whole  country.  Men  on  both 
sides  were  beginning  to  realise  that 
this  was  not  an  Act  of  Parliament  that 
would  work,  and  they  were  coming  to- 
gether and  practically  framing  an  Act  of 
Parliament  of  their  own  by  general  agree- 
ment. If  the  Government  postponed  this 
Act  for  a  year  or  two  he  believed  that  a 


general  agreement  would  be  arrived  at  in 
London  as  to  the  lines  on  which  educa- 
tional administration  ought  to  be  carried 
on  in  future.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
Government  were  acting  in  a  very  head- 
strong way.  It  was  quite  incomprehen- 
sible to  him.  They  must  see  that  they 
were  legislating  against  the  force  of  public 
opinion.  What  possible  chance  did  they 
imagine  education  would  get  in  the 
country  ?  The  whole  country  was  rent 
by  sectarian  disputes.  He  said  postpone 
the  Bill  for  a  year  or  two  until  they  got 
something  more  in  consonance  with  the 
general  view  of  the  people  of  the  country. 


Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  221 ; 
111.    (Division  List  No.  169.) 


Noes 


Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Aird,  Sir  John 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arnold-Foster,  Hugh  0. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-Fletcher,  lit.  Hn.SirH. 
Bigot, Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  ( Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,Rt.Hon.  A.  J.  (Munch9  r 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Hornsey) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Lecd* 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch. 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beotinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Baownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bouafield,  William  Robert 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brown,  Sir  Alx.  H.  (Shropsh.) 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
('ampbell,Rt.Hn.J.A((r7a*0(M0 
Campbell  J. H.  M(/>w6/m  l/niv. 
Campbell,  John  (Annvjh,  S.* 
Carew,  James  Laurence 
C*rson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chaniberlaiii,Rt.Hon.J.(2fr'rm. 
Chamberlain,  RtHn.  J.  A(  Ware. 
Chamberlayne,  T.  (Southmptn 
Chapmap,  Edward 
<  'harrington,  Spencer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon. ThomasH.A.E. 


AYES 

Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Coilings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,iChas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton 
<  /rossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Oust,  Henry  John  G. 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dimsdale,Rt.  Hon.  SirJosephC. 
Disraeli,  Conningsby  Ralph 
Dixon-Hartland,SirFredDixon 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Doxford.  Sir  Wm.  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Dyke,RtHon.SirWilliamHart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  George  Denison  ( York) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fell  owes,  Hon.  Ail  wynEd  ward 
FerguBson,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  J  (Manc'r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank.  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,Sir  Robert  Penrose 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edw.  Algernon 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster, PhiiipS. (Wancick.S.  W 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibbs,HnA.G.H(0tty  of  Lond 
Gibbs,  Hn.  Vioary  [St.  Albans 
Godson,SirAugTi8tusFrederick 
Gordon, Hn.  J .  E  (Elgin&Nairn 
Gore,  HnG.  R.  C.  Ormsby -(£o/o/» 
Gore,Hon.S.F.  Ormahy -(Line.) 
Gorst,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 


Goschen,Hon.  George  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (nest  Bam) 
Greene,Sdr  E.W.  (J&ury  St.  Ed. 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gnnter,  Sir  Robert 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Hardy,  Laurence  (Kent,Ashfd 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Lever  ton 
Haalam,  Sir  Alfred  8. 
Hatch,EmestFrederickGeorge 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,Jamcs(£7a/0r(&.,Ar.  W. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Sir  Alexander 
Hobhouse,  RtHnH  (Somrst  E 
Hogg,  Lindsay 

Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Howard,  Jno  (Kent,  Faver'hm 
Howard,  J. (Midd.y  Tottenham 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth) 
Jessel,  Captain  HerbertMerton 
Johnstone,  Heywood 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,Col.  W.  (Salop) 
Kerr,  John 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lambton,  Hon.  Fredk.  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawrence    Wm.  P.  (Liverpool 
Lawson,  John  Grantj  YorksNR 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,  FrederickN.  S. 
Llewellyn.  Evan  Henry 
Lock  wood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Col.  Charles  W.  (Evesham 
Long,Rt.  Hn.  Walter  (/?rw*o/,S. 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.  Eskdale) 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.  Jas.  (Kent) 
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Lucas, Col.  Francis  (Lowstoft) 
Lucaa,Reginald  J  .{Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M4 Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
UllvertH\TLewi6{Edinburgh  W 
M'Killop,Jame8  [Stirlingshire) 
Maxwell,  RtHnSirH.E(  Wigfn 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mil  vain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  William  (Burnley) 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
.tfocra,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,DavidJ(  Walthainstow 
Morgan, Hn.  Fred.  (Monm'thsh. 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  RtHn  A.Graham(2fafe 
Murray,Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nolan,Col.John  Y.(Galway,N. 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Balmer;  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Peel,Hn.Wm.RnbertWellesley 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percv,  Earl 

Pilkington   Colonel  Richard 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
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Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Randies,  John  S. 
Ratoliff,  R.  F. 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Rid\ey,S.Forde(Bethnal  Green 
Ritchie,  Ri  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Saseoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seton-Karr,  Sir  Henry 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,H.C(ivor/A'm6.  Tyneside 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanark*.) 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stroyan,  John 
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Talbot,RtHn.J.G.(0x/rfCmr. 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Win.  Edw.  M. 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,Rt.  HnSirWilliamH. 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Webb,Colonel  William  George 
Welby.Lt-Col.  A.  C.  E(  Taunton 
Welby,  Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (Notts 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  Lloyd 
White\ytH. (Ashtoh und.  Lyne 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
WilsonTodd.Wm.  H.(Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.E.R.  (Bath 
Worsley-Taylor ,  H  enry  Wilson 
Wortley,Rt.  Iln.C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  MajorW/H. 
Young,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstrather. 


NOES. 


Allen,  Chas.  P.  (Glouc. ,  Stroud) 
Asher,  Alexander 
Asquith,  Rt  Hon.  Herbt,  Hy. 
Barlow,  John  EmmoU 
Bar  ran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Block,  Alexander  William 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Broadhnrst,  Henry 
Hryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Burns,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton.  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
Campbell-  Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channinpr   Francis  Allston 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Crombie,  John  William 
Crooks,  William 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Da  vies,  M.  Vaughan  (Cardigan 
Dewar,  John  A.(Inverness-sh.) 
Dilke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edwards,  Frank 
Eli  bank,  Master  of 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Fenwick.  Charles 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmund 
Fo8ter,SirMichael(Z,0»d.  Univ. 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 


Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hardie,  J.  Keir(  Merthyr  Tydvil 
Hannsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Harwood,  George 
Hayne,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hayter,  Rt  Hon  Sir  Arthnr  D. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  h. 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristl,  E 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthnr  C 
Hutchinson,Dr.  Charles  Fredk. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
J  ones,David  Brynmor  (Sinansea 
Jones,  \Villiam(('ar»iar0'ft«Atre 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Langley,  Batty 
Lay  land  Barratt,  Francis 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Long,  Sir  John 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M'Arthur  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Mappin,  Sir  Fredk.   Thorpe 
Me  11  or,  Rt.  Hn.  John  William 
Morgan, J. Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morley.  Rt.  H  n.  John(3f ontrose 
Moss,  Samuel 
Moulton,   John  Fletcher 
Newnee,  Sir  George 
Norman,  Henry 


Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durhmm) 

Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Price,  Robert  John 
Rea,  Russell 
Rdckett,  J.   Compton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Runciman,  Walter 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Shack leton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Stafford) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John   (ForfarMrt) 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Taylor,Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 
Thomas,Sir  k.(Glamorqanj£.) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.  B.) 
lomJdnson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Waaon,  Eugene  (Clackmannan 
Wason,  J.  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  G.  (York,  W.  B.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  O.  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  Chas.  H.  (HuU,  W.) 
Wilson,  F.W.  (Norfolk,  Mid) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Manstield  and  Mr. 
Soares. 
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Colonel  LEGGE  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square)  said  that  the  object  of 
the  Amendment  he  had  on  the  Paper 
was  to  put  London  on  the  same  foot- 
ing as  the  rest  of  the  country  in  regard 
to  the  rate  for  technical  and  secondary 
education.  Under  the  Technical  Instruc- 
tion Act  of  1889  the  rate  was  limited  to 
Id.  in  the  £.  That  Act  was  repealed  last 
year  and  under  the  Education  Act  of 
last  year  the  limit  was  raised  to  2d.  in 
the  £  for  higher  education.  In  the 
County  of  London  no  rate  for  this 
purpose  had  ever  been  raised  at  all.  The 
London  County  Council— and  he  did  not 
say  it  in  a  spirit  of  hostility  to  that 
body,  as  he  was  a  Member  of  it  for  five 
years — had  not  raised  a  penny  of  rates 
for  their  technical  education  work,  which 
had  been  of  the  very  best.  They  had 
not  eveu  spent  the  whole  of  the  whiskey 
money  on  technical  education.  They 
had  been  able  to  spend  as  much  money 
as  was  necessary  for  that  purpose  and 
at  the  same  time  to  devote  a  certain 
amount  of  the  money  received  from  the 
whiskey  account  to  the  reduction  of  rates. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  it  was  quite 
unnecessary  that,  in  this  Bill,  London 
should  be  given  the  power  to  levy  an 
unlimited  rate  for  higher  education. 
For  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1902, 
he  found  that  the  Beer  and  Wine  duties 
amounted  to  £212,712,  and  that  the 
County  Council  grant  to  the  Technical 
Education  Committee  was  only  £180,000, 
leaving  a  sum  of  £32,712  for  the 
reduction  of  rates.  A  rate  of  2d. 
in  the  £  for  London  produced 
£338,256,  which  added  to  the  Beer  and 
Wine  duties  for  the  year  1902,  made  a 
total  of  £550,968.  The  London  School 
Board  spent  in  the  same  year,  1902,  on 
the  education  of  pupil  teachers  £25,732, 
and  on  Evening  Continuation  Schools 
£106,558,  making  a  total  of  £132,290. 
There  was  also  Lord  Rosebery's  scheme 
which  had  been  launched,  and  in  which 
his  Lordship  made  a  demand  on  the 
London  County  Council  for  the  annual 
sum  of  £20,000.  Adding  all  these 
a  mo  unts  together — the  twopenny  rate,  t  he 
amount  granted  for  technical  education, 
for  evening  continuation  schools,  and 
for  Lord  Rosebery's  scheme,  there  would 
be  available  for  further  expenditure  a 
sum  of  £218,678.  That  being  the  caseit 
.seemed  to  hi  in  that  there  could  be  no 


sufficient  reason  for  not  limiting  the 
rate  for  London  to  the  same  limit  as 
that  throughout  the  country.  He 
begged  to  move — 

"lu  page  3,  to  leave  out  lines  14  and  15." 
— (Colonel  Legge. ) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  worJs 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  he  did  not 
think  the  2d.  would  be  wanted,  and  he 
was  quite  sure  it  would  not  be  raised  at 
once.  But  whether  that  was  so  or  not  the 
hon.  Gentleman  was  entirely  incorrect 
when  he  stated  that  his  Amendment 
would  put  London  in  the  same  position 
as  the  rest  of  the  country  was  under  the 
Bill  of  last  year.  Surely  what  the 
Government  intended  to  do  for  London 
was  what  it  did  for  Leeds,  Birmingham 
and  other  large  towns  in  the  country. 
The  hon.  Member  could  not  have  read 
Section  2,  which  allowed  towns  to  raise 
anything  they  pleased  but  restricted  the 
rate  raised  by  the  counties  to  2d.  The 
2d.  was  put  on  for  what  were  called  the 
agricultural  counties.  It  was  never 
intended  that  that  limit  should  apply  to 
urban  districts.  Owing  to  the  un- 
fortunate fact  of  London  being  described 
as  a  county  governed  by  a  County 
Council  it  was  thought  to  bring  it  under 
this  restriction  and  restrict  the  rate  to 
2d.  When  this  section  was  under 
discussion  the  whole  debate  turned  on  the 
necessity  of  leaving  the  great  towns  to 
raise  exactly  what  they  pleased  whilst 
the  limit  so  far  a3  the  agricultural 
counties  were  concerned  was  restricted 
to  2d.  He  appealed  to  the  Parliamentary 
Secretary  not  to  place  London,  simply 
because  it  was  a  county,  on  a  different 
footing  from  Leeds,  Manchester,  Bir- 
mingham, and  the  other  great  urban 
communities  of  the  country.  The  limit 
of  2d.  was  removed  from  those  com- 
munities under  the  Act  of  last  year,  and 
was  confined  to  Rural  County  Councils. 
He  hoped  that  decision  would  be  adhered 
to  in  the  case  of  London. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  (Halifax)  hoped  that, 
in  the  interests  of  education  in  London, 
the  Government  would  not  allow  this 
matter  to  go  by  default  but  would  stand 
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by  their  Bill;  and  would  not  be  led  away 
by  the  demands  of  their  supporters. 

Sir  FREDERICK  BANBURY  (Cam- 
berwell,  Peckham)  said  he  sincerely 
hoped  that  the  Parliamentary  Secretary 
would  accept  the  Amendment.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  there  was  already 
plenty  of  money  for  the  purposes  of 
higher  education,  and,  indeed,  the  hon 
Member  for  Camber  well  admitted  that 
there  was  an  ample  margin,  because  he 
said  he  did  not  think  the  2d.  would  be 
raised  in  the  first  instance.  The  rates 
in  London  were  very  high  as  it  was,  and, 
in  view  of  this  fact,  as  well  as  of  the 
circumstance  that  there  was  a  sufficient 
margin  to  provide  double  the  amount  of 
higher  education  now  given,  he  thought 
the  views  of  London  members  on  that 
side  of  the  House,  who  were  almost 
unanimous,  might  be  respected  in  this 
matter. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  he  ventured  to 
hope  the  Government  would  not  take 
the  course  suggested  by  the  hon. 
Baronet  opposite.  The  acceptance  of 
this  Amendment  would  be  tantamount 
to  reversing  one  of  the  most  important 
decisions  arrived  at  last  year.  tast  year 
the  House  deliberately  resolved  that  the 
great  towns  should  have  power  to  rate 
themselves  without  any  limit.  He 
agreed  that  they  must  not  be  extra- 
vagant, but  it  would  be  an  unheard-of 
'thing  if  they  were  to  deprive  London 
of  a  power  which  all  the  other  great 
communities  in  the  country  enjoyed. 
It  was  merely  an  accident  that  London 
was  governed  by  a  County  Council,  and 
he  looked  forward  to  the  time  when  it 
would  become  a  great  city  governed  by 
a  city  council.  He  hoped  the  powers 
given  to  other  great  towns  would  be 
given  to  London. 

Captain  JESSEL  did  not  see  why  the 
same  law  which  applied  to  other 
County  Councils  should  not  apply  in 
his  matter  to  the  London  County 
Council.  Hon.  Members  could  not  have 
it  both  ways.  London  was  either  a  town 
or  a  county*  it  could  not  be  both.  With 
regard  to  the  twopenny  rate  it  had  been 
conclusively  shown  that  there  was  a 
margin  of  £250,000  so  that  they  could 
expend  exactly  double  the  amount  they 

Mr.  W hit  ley. 


were  now  spending  before  they  reached 
the  limit.  He  thought  the  Amendment 
was  a  reasonable  one.  If  the  education 
authority  of  London  had  a  free  purse 
to  draw  upon,  it  might  lead  to  reckless 
expenditure.  Both  in  the  interests  of 
economy  and  of  those  who  had  to  pay 
the  rates,  it  was  only  fair  that  the  safe- 
guard provided  by  his  hon.  friend's 
Amendment  should  be  adopted  by  the 
Government. 


♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  he 
sorry  to  find  himself  in  conflict  with  his 
hon.  friends,  but  he  could  not  possibly 
accept  this  Amendment.  They  were 
told  by  his  hon.  friends  that  London 
would  not  want  all  this  money,  that  it 
had  not  spent  the  whole  of  the 
£250,000  applicable  to  secondary  edu- 
cation, and  that  a  twopenny  rate  would 
produce  as  much  as  this  again  and 
leave  a  large  margin.  If  that  were  so, 
what  was  it  his  hon.  friends  were  afraid 
of  1  London  had  never  yet  raised  any 
rate  for  secondary  education ;  and  as  a 
twopenny  rate  would  produce  the  large 
sum  mentioned  by  his  hon.  friend  who 
moved  the  Amendment  he  could  not  see 
any  grounds  for  the  fear  that  London 
would  be  overburdened  by  rates  for 
higher  education.  His  hon.  friends 
must  bear  in  mind  that  secondary 
education  was  the  part  of  their  edu- 
cation which  had  been  hitherto  most 
starved,  which  needed  money  more 
than  an)  other  department  of  their 
education,  and  on  which  the  country 
demanded  that  money  should  be  spent. 
He  would  also  remind  them  that  there 
would  be,  when  this  Bill  came  into 
operation,  a  considerable  sum  taken  off 
the  charge  for  elementary  education  and 
thrown  on  to  the  charge  for  secondary 
education  when  the  Cockerton  schools 
all  passed  into  the  region  of  secondary 
education.  His  reason  for  not  accepting 
the  Amendment  was  that  he  felt  he 
must  save  London  from  itself.  Last 
year  there  was  a  limit  proposed  not  only 
in  the  case  of  the  agricultural  counties  but 
in  the  case  of  all  the  county  boroughs. 
The  county  boroughs  pressed  to  be 
allowed  to  deal  freely  with  their  own, 
and  asked  to  have  the  limit  taken  away, 
and  to  be  able  to  spend  what  they  liked 
on  secondary  education.  The  limit  was 
removed,  and  he  should  not  be  willing — 
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in  fact,  he  could  not  consent — to  take 
powers  from  London  which  were 
possessed  by  Manchester,  Leeds,  Bir- 
mingham, and  other  places  in  the 
country.  For  these  reasons  it  was  im- 
possible for  the  Government  to  accept 
the  Amendment,  and  he  was  sorry  it  had 
been  moved  and  supported  as  strongly 
.as  it  had  been  by  friends  with  whom  he 
had  acted. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Sir  JOSEPH  DIMSDALE  (City  of 
London)  said  the  Amendment  he  proposed 
to  move  was  practically  the  same  Amend- 
ment he  moved  in  May  last  in  con- 
nection with  the  secondary  schools  of 
the  City  of  London.  The  hon.  Baronet 
on  that  occasion  accepted  the  Amend- 
ment, but  subsequently  withdrew  his 
Acceptance  because,  as  he  stated,  he  did 
not  understand  it  to  refer  to  elementary 
schools  but  to  secondary  schools.  He 
hoped  the  Government  would  have  no 
difficulty  in  accepting  the  Amendment 
now.  Its  object  was  to  render  it  non- 
oompulsory  for  the  elementary  schools 
of  the  City  of  London  to  come  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  education 
Authority  should  the  governors  other 
wise  decide.  In  the  City  of  London  they 
had  three  Board  Schools  which,  how- 
ever, were  on  the  confines  of  the  east 
boundary,  and  educated  children  who 
-came  principally  from  the  other  side. 
On  the  other  hand  they  had  thirteen 
or  fourteen  Church,  National,  and 
Parochial  schools,  none  of  which,  with 
one  exception,  received  either  aid  from 
the  Parliamentary  grant  or  from  the 
•educational  authority.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, the  hon.  Baronet  in  charge  of  this 
Bill  would  be  able  to  see  his  way  to 
Accept  this  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  at  the  end  of  line  15,  to  insert 
the  words  *  The  provisions  of  Section  5  and 
Sub-section  2  of  Section  6  of  the  principal  Act 
shall  not  be  construed  so  as  to  subject  any 
-endowed  elementary  school  in  the  City  of 
London  not  applying  for  a  Parliamentary  Grant 
•or  for  aid  from  the  local  education  authority 
to  the  control  or  management  of  the  local 
education  authority.' "— (Sir  Joseph  Dimsdale.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  pointed  out 
that   the   provision    was   not    necessary, 


inasmuch  as  in  the  principal  Act  one  of 
I  the  conditions  required  to  be  fulfilled  by 
an  elementary  school  in  order  to  obtain 
the  Parliamentary  grant  was  that  it 
should  be  maintained  under,  or  comply 
with,  the  provisions  of  Section  7,  other- 
wise it  was  not  entitled  to  the  Parlia- 
mentary grant ;  if  it  was  not  entitled  to 
receive  the  Parliamentary  grant,  then 
under  Section  7  of  the  Act  of  1870  it 
was  not  a  public  elementary  school,  and 
did  not  come  under  the  control  of  the 
local  education  authority. 

Sir  JOSEPH  DIMSDALE  said  after 
the  explanation  of  the  hon.  Baronet  he 
would,  with  permission  of  the  House, 
withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  line  17,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  of  Sub-section  one.' 

In  page  3,  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'enables  the  local  authority  to  group,'  and 
insert  the  words  *  relates  to.' 

In  page  3,  line  20,  to  leave  out  the  word 
1  them,'  and  insert  the  words  'the  local  educa- 
tion authority.' " — (Sir  William  Anson.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Sir  JOSEPH  DIMSDALE  said  the 
Amendment  he  now  moved  would  recall 
to  the  House  the  Bill  as  it  was  originally 
introduced,  of  which  verv  little  if  any- 
thing remained.  He  asked  that  what 
was  offered  to  the  City  of  London  in  the 
Bill,  originally  might  be  restored  to  the 
Bill  and  that  the  City  of  London  might  be 
placed  in  the  position  in  which  it  had 
been  placed  by  successive  Governments  in 
matters  affecting  the  government  of  the 
Metropolis.  In  asking  for  direct  repre- 
sentation for  the  City  of  London,  he 
pointed  out  that  special  representation 
had  been  given  to  the  City  on  the  School 
Board  by  the  Education  Act  of  1870,  and 
on  the  County  Council  by  the  Local 
Government  Act  of  1888.  In  other  Acts 
also  special  representation  had  been  given 
to  the  City.  The  City  of  London  had 
always  had  special  recognition  in  matters 
relating  to  the  Metropolis,  the  London 
Government  Bill  specially  exempting  the 
City  of  London  from  its  provisions. 
He  asked  that  they  might  have 
representation  in  the  matter  under  dis- 
cussion, first,  because  they  claimed  to  be 
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a  county  in  themselves,  and  secondly,  1 
what  the  City  had  done  for  educa- 
tion in  the  past,  they  having  been 
practically  the  pioneers  of  education  in 
this  country,  gave  them  a  claim  which 
might  reasonably  be  looked  upon  with 
favour  by  the  House.  The  Government 
could  not  plead  that  they  were  unaware 
of  the  feelings  of  the  City  on  this  matter, 
inasmuch  as  their  views  were  clearly 
expressed  to  Lord  Londonderry  and  the 
Parliamentary  Secretary  on  the  occasion 
of  a  deputation  as  far  back  as  January 
last.  The  City  desired  nothing  more 
than  to  be  left  alone,  to  be  the  education 
authority  for  the  City  of  London ;  but, 
failing  that,  they  strongly  urged  that 
they  should  have  direct  representation 
on  the  central  body.  He  begged  to 
move. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  oage  3,  after  line  20,  at  the  end,  to 
insert  tne  words  'Any  scheme  made  or  ap- 
proved under  Section  seventeen  of  the  prin- 
cipal Act  shall  provide  for  the  representation 
of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons  of  the 
City  of  London,  in  Common  Council  assembled, 
by  at  least  two  members  on  the  Education 
Committee.' " — (Sir  Joseph  Dimsdale.) 

Question  proposed,  *4  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  he  could 
only  repeat  very  much  what  he  had  said 
yesterday  in  response  to  the  appeal  of 
hon.  Members  from  the  City  that  the 
City  might  be  treated  as  a  separate 
county.  He  then  said  that  it  was  from 
no  want  of  a  sense  of  the  value  of  the 
services  of  the  City  to  education  in  the 
past  that  the  Government  found  them- 
selves unable  to  accede  to  that  request. 
As  this  Bill  was  first  presented  there 
was  a  statutory  Committee  formed,  and 
to  representation  on  that  Committee 
the  City  had  a  special  claim,  but  that 
scheme  was  removed  from  the  Bill.  It 
was  impossible  now  to  go  back  to  that  I 
principle  of  a  statutory  Committee  and 
to  introduce  certain  members  on  to  the 
Committee  perforce,  however  deserving 
and  important  they  might  be.  Having  j 
framed  the  Bill  as  it  now  stood,  leaving 
t  lie  London  County  Council  in  a  position, 
like  the  other  County  Councils  in  the 
kingdom,  to  choose  its  own  Committee, 
the  Government  could  not  now  place  on 
Sir  Joseph  Dim$da!e. 


that  Committee  persons  who  were  not 
required  to  be  there  under  the  general 
terms  of  the  principal  Act.  He  regretted 
the  City  had  not  the  place  it  was 
originally  intended  to  occupy,  but  it  was 
too  late  now  to  alter  the  character  of  the 
Committee. 

Mr  ALBAN  GIBBS  (London)  pointed 
out  that  the  position  of  the  City  of 
London  greatly  differed  from  that  of 
other  boroughs.  As  the  hon.  Member 
for  Camberwell  had  pointed  out,  they 
spent  about  £100  for  every  child  within 
its  area,  whereas  the  actual  cost  was  only 
about  £5,  the  remainder  being  the  con- 
tribution of  the  City  towards  the  general 
fund  for  education.  No  other  borough 
was  in  that  position.  It  might  be  true 
that  one  borough  contributed  as  much  as 
the  City,  but  that  borough  had  a  great 
many  more  children,  and  so  got  more 
value  for  its  money  in  that  way.  They 
did  not  complain  of  having  to  provide 
the  money,  but  they  thought  that  those 
who  paid  the  piper  should  call  the  tune. 

Sir  WILLIAM  TOMLINSON  (Preston) 
regretted  the  Government  had  not  seen 
their  way  to  give  the  City  of  London  a 
special  position  in  this  matter.  He 
thought  that  some  regard  might  have 
been  had  to  the  long  connection  of  the 
City  with  education,  and  there  was  no 
doubt  that  that  special  representation 
would  have  been  an  element  of  great 
value.  The  changes  the  Bill  had  under- 
gone had,  to  some  extent,  impaired  the 
quality  of  the  body  to  which  the  manage- 
ment of  education  was  to  be  entrusted, 
as  it  would  not  now  be  necessary  to 
consult  those  bodies  which  had  every 
interest  in  putting  on  to  the  Education 
Committee  the  persons  best  qualified  for 
the  work. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS  said  the 
request  of  the  City  representatives  was 
tantamount  to  a  declaration  that  they 
had  not  in  the  City  any  persona 
acquainted  with  the  needs  of  the  schools* 
or  experienced  in  matters  of  education* 
because  if  they  had  such  persons  they 
could  be  brought  in  by  the  schemes 
which  the  County  Council  had  to  put 
forward.  If  the  history  of  the  City  was 
as   had   been  represented,  it   would  be 
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quite  competent  for  them  to  have  repre 
sentatives  on  the  Committee. 


Queition  put,  and  negatived. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  moved  an 
Amendment  providing  that  the  Board 
of  Education  may,  on  the  application  of 
the  trustees  of  an  endowment,  direct 
that  any  money  which  would  be  payable 
to  the  County  Council  under  Section  13 
of  the  principal  Act  shall  be  applied  in 
manner  provided  by  a  scheme  made  by 
the  Board  of  Education,  if  the  Board 
consider  that  it  is  expedient  to  make 
such  a  scheme,  with  a  view  to  preserving 
the  benefits  of  the  endowment  to  the 
locality  for  which  those  benefits  were 
intended.  He  said  it  was  quite  clear 
that  the  endowment  clause  in  the 
principal  Act  was  not  applicable  to 
London.  That  clause  provided  that 
endowments  should  go  in  one  of  two 
ways,  either  for  the  purposes  the 
managers  had  to  meet  or  for  purposes 
the  local  authority  had  to  meet,  and  in 
the  latter  case  the  money  came  back 
in  aid  of  the  rates  of  the  parish  for 
which  the  endowment  was  given.  This 
could  not  happen  in  London.  Where 
the  income  of  an  endowment  was  of 
considerable  magnitude,  there  was 
generally  an  opportunity  of  suggesting 
that  in  order  to  meet  difficulties  which 
might  arise  it  would  be  better  to  frame 
a  scheme  under  which  some  other  pur- 
pose than  the  simple,  ordinary  purposes 
of  the  education  authority  or  the  repair 
of  the  fabric  might  be  met  and  some- 
thing done  for  the  children  outside  the 
ordinary  provision  of  a  school.  The 
object  of  the  Act  was  that  the 
endowment  should  go  to  the  locality 
intended  to  be  benefited,  and  from  that 
principle  the  Government  were  not  pre- 
pared to  depart.  But,  as  he  had  said, 
the  clause  was  not  applicable  to  London; 
hence  this  Amendment. 

His  proposal  was  that — 

44  The  Board  of  Education  may,  on  the 
application  of  the  trustees  of  the  endowment, 
direct  that  any  money  which  would  he  payable 
under  the  said  section  thirteen  to  the  County 
Council  shall  be  applied  in  manner  provided 
by  a  scheme  made  Dy  the  Board  if  the  Board 
consider  that  it  is  expedient  to  make  such  a 
scheme  with  a  view  of  preserving  the  benefits 


of  the  endowment  to  the  locality  for  which, 
those  benefits  were  intended." 

He  wished  to  point  out  that  the  money 
which  would  otherwise  go  simply  in  aid 
of  the  rates  might  be  diverted  by  this 
proposal  to  some  of  the  higher  purposes 
of  education  for  the  benefit  of  tho 
locality.  His  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Aberdeen  had  an  Amend- 
ment on  the  Paper  to  insert  after  the 
word  "endowment"  the  words  "or  of 
the  local  education  authority."  He 
should  be  quite  willing  to  accept  those 
words.  He  did  not  think,  however,  that 
it  would  be  quite  fair  to  accept  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  next  Amendment, 
leaving  out  all   words  from   the   word 

j "  scheme." 

i 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

!  "In  page  3,  line  23,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
>  words  *  but  the  B.»ard  of  Education  may,  on  the 

application  of  the  trustees  ot  the  endowment, 
I  direct  that  any  money  which  would  be  payable 

under  the  said  section  thirteen  to  the  County 
1  Council  shall  be  applied  in  manner  provided 
:  by  a  scheme  made  by  the  Board  if  the  Board 

consider  that  it  is  expedient  to  make  such  a 
-  scheme  with  a  view  of  preserving  the  benefits. 
I  of  the  endowment  to  the  locality  for  which 
'  those  benefits  were  intended.'  "—(Sir  William 

Anson.) 


Question  proposed  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 


Sir    MICHAEL    FOSTER    (London 
!  University)  said  he  was    very  gratified 
that      the      hon.      Baronet     had     seen 
;  his     way     to    introduce     this     Amend- 
ment.     The    great    usefulness   of     thii 
small     concession    would  only     become 
apparent  when  it  was  put  into  operation. 
Although  the  principle  of  the  Bill  was 
the    co-ordination     of     secondary     and 
!  elementary  education,  still  the  Bill  had 
|  left  many  gaps  between  the  two,  and  a 
provision  of  this  kind  would  be  a  ready 
;  and  easy  method  of  bridging  over  that 
'  gap  in  very  many  cases.     It  would  pro- 
vide what  he  might  call  the  luxuries  for 
,  deserving    children    in    the  elementary 
j  schools,  and  he  felt  very  much  gratified 
!  that  such  a  proposal  had  been  added  to 
I  the  Bill.     He  was  glad  that  the  Secretary 
j  to  the  Board  of  Education  had  seen  his 
1  way  to  accept  the  first  Amendment  stand- 
j  ing  in  the  name  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man,  the  Member  for  Aberdeen,  and  he 
i  should  have  been  pleased  if    the  hon. 
I  Baronet  could  have  accepted  the  second 
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Amendment  also.  Undoubtedly  the 
Board  of  Education  in  all  their  schemes 
would  have  due  regard  to  the  interests  of 
the  locality,  but  he  could  conceive  of 
cases  arising  in  which  the  whole  of  the 
endowments  would  not  be  spent  to  the 
best  profit  in  what  was  spoken  of  as  "  the 
locality."  The  Amendment  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Aberdeen 
gave  the  Board  of  Education  the  power 
in  those  unusual  cases  to  bestow,  for  the 
benefit  of  districts  other  than  the  locality, 
money  which,  if  spent  upon  the  locality 
itself,  might  really  be  wasted. 


Mr.  CRIPPS  (Lancashire,  Stretford) 
said  it  was  most  important  that 
they  should  not  interfere  with 
these  endowments  until  they  saw 
exactly  what  was  going  to  be  done. 
Although  these  endowments  might,  to  a 
certain  extent,  be  used  in  the  way  of 
saving  the  rates,  yet  he  thought  the 
principle  should  be  to  get  the  help 
of  these  endowments  in  order 
to  give  special  advantages  to  edu- 
cation and  encourage  the  poor  chil- 
dren by  means  of  scholarships  and 
open  to  them  the  benefits  of  secondary 
education  in  country  districts.  It  was  a 
great  defect  in  the  principal  Act  that 
some  scheme  of  that  kind  was  not 
adopted.  He  protested  against  a  proposal 
of  this  kind  not  being  inserted  in  the  Act 
of  last  year,  and  he  had  protested  con- 
stantly against  putting  educational 
expense  upon  the  ratepayers  as  against 
getting  money  from  other  sources.  This 
proposal  only  dealt  with  those  portions 
of  endowments  which  would  have  gone  in 
aid  of  the  rates  to  the  County  Council, 
and  it  did  not  in  any  way  touch  those 
endowments  which  under  the  principal 
Act  went  to  the  local  managers,  and  which 
would  in  the  case  of  voluntary  schools  be 
used  for  their  assistance.  He  agreed  that 
instead  of  wasting  an  endowment  it 
ought  to  be  used  in  the  real  interests  of 
education.  He  should  most  cordially 
support  a  proposal  that  this  should  be 
done,  not  only  on  the  application  of  the 
trustees,  but  also,  if  necessary,  on  the 
application  of  the  local  education 
authority.  After  all,  this  proposal  only 
enabled  the  local  education  authority  to 
use  this  money  in  a  particular  way, 
instead  of  using  it  in  aid  of  the  ratepayers. 
What  they  wanted  in  education  was  access 
to  sums  of  this  kind,  not  necessarily  very 

Sir  Michael  Foster. 


large  sums,  but  which  were  nevertheless 
of  the  utmost  importance  in  order  to  give 
those  incidental  advantages  to  their 
educational  system  which  gave  oppor- 
tunities which  were  not  provided  by  the 
ordinary  rate-aided  schools.  Both  as 
regarded  dealing  with  endowments  and 
the  probable  use  this  money  would  be  put 
to,  he  thought  this  provision  was  an 
enormous  improvement  on  the  original 
Bill  of  last  session. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  he  was  very  glad 
that  the  Government  had  seen  their  way 
to  introduce  this  clause,  carrying 
out  the  undertaking  which  the 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education  gave 
when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee.  He 
thought  this  was  a  very  great  improve- 
ment to  the  Bill,  and  he  was  sure  that 
that  would  be  the  opinion  of  all  those 
who  knew  the  condition  of  endowments 
both  in  London  and  elsewhere.  He  did 
not  think  anyone  in  their  time  had  done 
more  for  this  branch  of  education  than 
the  eminent  man  they  had  just  lost,  Sir 
Joshua  Fitch,  and  almost  the  last  com- 
munication he  received  from  that  distin- 
guished man  was  a  request  that  he 
would  bring  this  matter  before  the 
House.  He  begged  to  move  the  Amend- 
ment standing   in  his  name. 

Proposed  Amendment  to  the  Bill 
amended  by  inserting — 

11  In  line  2,  after  the  word  '  endowment,'  the 
words  'or  of  the  local  education  authority*." 
— {Mr.  Brycc.) 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  he  would  now  move 
his  second  Amendment,  to  leave  out  from 
the  word  "scheme"  to  the  end  of  the 
Amendment.  The  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Education  had  expressed  a  dis- 
position not  to  accept  this  Amendment, 
but  he  would  venture  to  submit  a  few 
arguments  which  might  perhaps  affect 
the  hon.  Baronet's  view  in  regard  to  his 
pr  posal.  What  was  the  alternative  to 
the  making  of  a  scheme?  The  alternative 
would  be  to  let  money  go  back  into 
the  general  fund  to  be  used  for  the 
general  relief  of  the  ratepayers  of  Lon- 
don. That  was  no  benefit  to  the  locality 
although  it  might  be  an  infinitesimal 
benefit  to  the  ratepayers  of  London.  He 
could  not  conceive  how  it  could  be 
fair  to  a  locality  to  throw  the  money 
into   a   fund  from   which    the   locality 
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would  not  derive  any  benefit  whatever. 
Upon  his  hon.  friend's  own  show- 
ing it  would  be  better  for  him 
to  accept  the  Amendment.  What  was 
the  result  of  the  last  words  in  his 
Amendment  1  It  was  that  a  scheme 
could  only  be  made  wherever  it 
wai  possible  to  preserve  the  benefits  of 
the  endowment  to  a  particular  locality. 
There  were  places  where  it  could  not  be 
made  available  to  the  locality,  because 
that  locality  might  have  become  prac- 
tically depopulated.  That  was  the  case 
in  the  City  of  London,  where  many 
localities  had  become  so  depopulated  that 
Parliament  passed  the  City  Parochial 
Charities  Act,  which  took  away  those 
charities  and  applied  them  all  over 
London.  Although  that  was  chiefly  the 
case  with  the  City  it  was  by  no  means 
confined  to  the  City,  and  there  were 
other  parts  of  London  outside  the  City 
where  the  same  process  of  depopulation 
was  going  on  ;  that  was  to  say,  where 
warehouses  and  manufactories  were 
rapidly  taking  the  place  of  inhabited 
houses.  This  process  was  going  on, 
and  had  been  going  on  for  centuries. 
In  cases  of  that  kind  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  reserve  the  benefit  of  the  endow- 
ment to  that  part  of  the  country.  The 
descendants  of  those  who  were  the  friends 
and  neighbours  of  the  pious  founder  some 
three  centuries  ago  were  living  now  out- 
side London.  Why  should  they  not  have 
the  benefit  of  the  endowment  simply  be- 
cause they  had  not  continued  to  reside  in 
the  particular  locality  ?  Why  because 
they  were  living  in  West  Ham  or  North 
Hackney,  or  farther  out,  should  they  not 
have  the  benefit  the  founder  intended  to 

five  them  ?  He  submitted  that  a  real 
esire  on  the  part  of  Parliament  to  follow 
the  wish  of  the  testator  would  induce 
them  to  apply  the  benefit  over  the  wider 
area.  Might  he  put  this  point  to  the 
Government  1  The  clause  gave  the  Board 
of  Education  absolute  discretion.  They 
need  not  make  a  scheme  unless  they  liked, 
and  therefore  the  Government  were 
needlessly  tying  their  hands  and  limiting 
their  power,  and  that  of  their  successors, 
if  they  introduced  the  limitation  which 
came  at  the  end  of  his  hon.  friend's 
Amendment.  All  that  they  had  to  do 
was  to  satisfy  themselves  that  the  case 
was  one  in  which  educational  good  was  to 
be  done.  The  Government  should  remem-t 
ber  that  when  the  pious  founder  gave  this 


money  he  was  thinking  not  only  of  the 
locality  but  of  education.  He  had 
two  objects — one  to  benefit  education, 
and  the  other  to  benefit  the  locality. 
Because  they  could  not  carry  out  the 
object  of  benefiting  the  locality,  was 
that  any  reason  why  they  should  not 
carry  out  the  object  of  benefiting  educa- 
tion ?  He  should  like  to  ask  the  Parlia- 
mentary Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion why  it  was  he  thought  this  action  of 
the  Board  of  Education  should  be  entirely 
limited  to  a  case  in  which  the  locality 
should  continue  to  be  specially  benefited, 
and  why  the  money  should  not  also  be 
applied  where  education  was  to  be  bene- 
fited. He  hoped  his  hon.  friend  would 
reconsider  his  views  and  would  feel  that  if 
the  question  was  between  helping  educa- 
tion and  the  ratepayers,  it  was  rather 
education  than  the  ratepayers  that  ought 
to  be  the  object  of  the  pious  founder's 
benefaction. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment  to  the  Bill — 

"In  line  5,  to  leave  out  from  the  word 
c  scheme '  to  the  end  of  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment." 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  proposed  Amendment  to  the  Bill. 

Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  he  would 
repeat  now  what  he  said  before  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  spoke — that  the  locality 
interested  ought  to  be  primarily  con- 
sidered. But  it  was  doubtless  true 
that  there  were  some  localities 
which  might  have  grown  out  of  the 
endowments,  or  rather  the  objects  of 
the  endowment  would  not  be  satisfied 
by  being  confined  to  the  locality  for 
which  they  were  originally  intended. 
He  would  be  prepared  to  insert  the 
following  words — 

"  In  any  such  scheme  due  regard  shall  be  had 
to  the  interests  of  the  locality  for  which  the 
benefits  of  the  endowment  were  intended. w 

Mr.  BBYCE  said  he  was  quite  willing 
to  accept  that  Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment  to  the  Bill — 

"  After  the  word  '  scheme/  in  line  5,  to  add 
the  words  '  in  any  such  scheme  due    regard 
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shall  lje  had  to  the  interests  of  the  locality  for 
which  the  benefits  of  the  endowment  were 
intended.'"— (Sir  William  Anson.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  added  to  the  proposed 
Amendment." 

Mr.  CR1PPS  moved  that  the  word 
•'  primarily  "  be  inserted  before  the  word 
Ci  intended." 

Proposed  Amendment  to  the  pro- 
posed Amendment  to  the  Bill  amended — 

"By  inserting  after  the  word  *  shall'  the 
word  •  primarily. *  "—(Mr.  Cripj)s.) 

Proposed  words,  as  amended,  added  to 
the  proposed  Amendment  to  the  Bill. 

Proposed  words,  as  amended,  theie 
in  verted  in  the  BUI. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  moved  the  in- 
sertion of  a  new  paragraph  in  the  first 
Schedule  with  the  object  of  ensuring 
that  six  women  would  always  be  on  the 
Education  Committee.  At  the  present 
time,  under  the  London  .School  Board, 
the  teaching  staff  consisted  of  4,368  men 
teachers  and  8,967  women  teachers 
The  women  showed  a  preponderance  of 
two  to  one.  The  Government  said 
that  they  should  trust  the  London 
County  Council  to  put  a  due  proportion 
of  women  on  the  Education  Committee. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  trust  the  London 
County  Council  in  that  matter.  At 
present  they^had  a  Technical  Instruction 
Committee  consisting  of  thirty-five 
members,  of  whom  only  two  were 
women.  Supposing  this  Board  had 
seventy  members,  the  proportion  which 
the  County  Council  would  give  would 
be  four  seats  to  women.  He  did  not 
think  that  was  enough.  He  thought  the 
Parliamentary  Secretary  seriously,  but 
quite  unintentionally,  misled  the  House 
as  to  the  presence  of  women  on  the 
Committees  throughout  the  country. 
On  20th  May  he  said  there  was  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  London 
County  Council  would  be  less  attentive 
in  this  matter  than  the  others  had  been. 
There  were,  he  said,  councils  which  had 
^•^.c.ted  five,  four,  three,  and  two  women, 


and  that  the  cases  in  which  only  one 
woman  was  appointed  were  very  few. 
The  Parliamentary  Secretary  had  pro- 
vided a  Return  dated  down  to  the  end  of 
May  this  year,  which  showed  that  state- 
ment to  be  entirely  incorrect.  There 
were  sixty-four  authorities  mentioned, 
and  not  one  of  them  had  five  women, 
and  not  one  had  four.  There  were 
two  authorities  each  with  three 
women,  forty- five  with  two  women,  and 
seventeen  with  one  woman. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  4,  line  6,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the 
words  *  There  shall  always  be  at  least  six 
women  upon  the  Education  Committee  of  the 
local  education  authority.' "  —  (Dr.  Mac- 
namara. ) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words, 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 


♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  he  could 
explain  the  discrepancy  between  the 
statement  he  made  in  the  House  and 
the  Return  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
reierred,  but  would  not  do  so  here. 
He  did  not  mislead  the  House  the 
other  day.  He  was  afraid  he  must 
say  again  what  he  said  in  the  Committee 
stage  of  the  Bill  that  there  was  no 
reason  he  could  see  for  thinking  that 
the  London  County  Council  would  be 
less  generous  than  other  County  Councils. 
It  might  be  true  that  there  were  only 
two  women  on  the  Technical  Instruction 
Committee  of  the  London  County 
Council.  Now  they  were  dealing  with 
elementary  education  and  he  felt  con- 
fident that  the  proportion  observed  on 
the  Technical  Instruction  Committee 
would  be  largely  exceeded.  He  was  not 
prepared  to  see  the  London  County 
Council  treated  in  a  different  way  from 
the  other  County  Councils  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  their  experience  of 
the  other  County  Councils  and  Borough 
Councils  since  the  passing  of  the  Act 
of  1902,  showed  that  they  could  not 
safely  trust  this  to  the  mere  benevolence 
and  good  will  of  bodies  consisting  mostly 
of  men.  It  was  necessary  for  this  House 
to  fix  the  statutory  minimum  in  order 
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to    secure    an  adequate  attendance  of 
women  on  those  Boards. 

Question  put. 


The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  93;  Noes,. 
176.     (Division  List  No.  170.) 


Allen,Charles  ¥(Glouc.,  Stroud 
Asher,  Alexander 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Barren,  Rowland  Hirst 
Black,  Alexander,  William 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brown,  George  M.  (Edinburgh 
Bryce,Rt.  non.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Burns,  John 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  Alston 
Ciemer,  William  Randal 
Ciombie,  John  William 
Crooks,  William 
Daviea,  Alfred  {Carmarthen) 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanurk) 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Fitzraaurice,  Lord  Edmund 
Foster,SirMichael(Zort</.  Univ 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. 
Fumes*,  Sir  Christopher 
Gl  idstone,RtHn.  Herbert  John 
Goddard,  Daniel  Kord 
Goret,  Rt,  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 


AYES. 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Harwood,  George 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  (Brutl,  B 
Hope,  John  Deans  [Fife,  West) 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutchinson,  Dr.  Charles  Fredk 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jocoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonsh. 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Mac  lonna,  John  Cumming 
M'Arrhur,  William  (Cornwall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Morgan,  J .  LI  •  >yd  ( Carmarthen 
Moss,  Samuel 
Newnet,  Sir  George 
Norman,  Henry 
Partington,  Otwald 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  .John  Bryn  (Eifion) 


Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigh*.) 
Runciman,  Walter 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford)- 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Sraith,H.  C(North'mb  Tyneside 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Badclffe 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,!?. 
Thomas,  David  A\lred(Merthyr 
Thomson,F.  W.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Wason,John  Cathcart  (Orkney 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  ( York,  W.R. 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wkitteker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams.Osmonde  (Merioneth 
Wilson,  F.W.  (Norfolk,  Mid) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  ( >  ork,  W.  B. 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Dr.  Macnamara  and  Mr. 
Mansfield. 


Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
An  *on,  Sir  Willia-u  Reynell 
Arnoid-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  Jolin 
Aubrey-Fletcher,  Rt.  Hn.  SirH. 
Ba  ot,Capt.  Josceline  Fit z Roy 
Bai 'ey,  James  ( Walworth) 
Ba  nf  Colonel  James  Robert 
Bai rd,  John  George  Alexander 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,  Kt.  Hn.  A.J. (MancKr 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Hornsey 
Balfour,Rt  HnGeraldW(£<W* 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bat  hurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benj. 
Bentinck,  Lord  Hemy  C. 
Bh  .wnacgree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bigwooa,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campbell,  Rt  Hn  J  A  yGlasg.) 
Campbell,  J.  H.  M  J  Dublin  Univ 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 


NOES. 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor. 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.J.(lftrm) 
Chamberlain, Rt.Hn.  J  A  ( Wore 
Cbamberlayne,  T.  (Southmptn 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Colling.-*,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow^ 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Cust,  Henry,  JohnC 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Denny,  Colonel 
Doughty,  George 
Doxfora.SirWilliam  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Faber,  George  Denison  ( York) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 


Fergusson,Rt.  HnSirJ .  (Manc'r 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyna 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Robt.  Penrose 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edw.  Algernon. 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Philip  S.(  H'arick,S.  W. 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Godson,Si  r  AugustusFrederick 
Gordon,  Hn.  J.  E .  ( Elgin  <k  Nrn. 
Gore,Hn.  G  RC. Qrmthy  (Salop 
Gore,  Hn.  S.  F.  Ormsby-(£»nc. 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred  -  — 
GreeneMirKW  (B'ryS.Edm'nd 
GrenfeU,  William  Henry 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Hasl*m,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  G. 
Heath,  James  (StaffordstN.  W„ 
Helder.  Augustus 
Henderson,  Sir  Alexander 
Hogg,  Lindsay 
Hoult,  Joseph 
Houston,  Robert  fateraoi. 
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Howard,  Jno  (Ktnt%  Faver'hm 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jes8el,Captain  HerbertMerton 
Johnstone,  Heywood 
Kemp,  Lieut. -Colonel  George 
Kenyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  [Denbigh 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  W.  (Salop 
Kerr,  John 
Keswick,  William 
Lambton,  Hon.  Fredk.  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  {Glasgow 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Henaage 
Leveson-Gowcr,  Frederick  N.S 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lockwood,  Lieut.  -Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  Ghafl.  W. (Evesham 
Long,  Rt.Hn.  Walter(£rwto/,S 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.  Eskdale) 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Loioestoft) 
Lucas,  liegl'd  J.  (Portsmouth) 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Iver,8irlje\riB(Edinburgh  W 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
Majdndie,  James  A.  H. 
Maxwell,RtHnSirHE(  Wigt'n) 
Meyaey-Thompeon,  Sir  H.  M. 
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Milvain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  William  (Burnley) 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu    Hon.J.Scott(i?a7ifo) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  ^acy 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray.  Rt.  HnAGraham  (Bute 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nolan,  Col.  JohnP  (Galway,N. 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Percy,  Earl 

Platt-Higeina,  Frederick 
Plummer,  \V alter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce-Jonea,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis.  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Randies,  John  8. 
Ratcliff,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquliarson 
Ren  wick,  George 
Ridley,  S.  F.  (Bethnal  Oreen) 
Ritchie, Rt  Hn.Chas. Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rolleaton,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  Jamea 
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Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  (Limehouse) 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
SKewes-Coi,  Thomas 
Smith, James  "Pajker(Lanarks. 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  Jn.  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.JG.(Or/rf£/niy 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,Rt.  HnSirWilliamH. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Welby,Lt.-ColA.C.E.(ratiwf<m 
Welby ,  Sir  Charles  G.  E.  (Notts 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  Lloyd 
W'hiteley,H(-<4sMo?i  und.  Lyne 
Willoz,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Worsley-Taylor,  Hry.  Wilson 
Wortley,  Rt.Hon.  C.B.Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Young,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Noes.— 
Mr.  Anstruther  and  Mr. 
Fellowes. 


And,  it  being  after  half-past  Seven  of 
the  clock,  further  consideration  of  the 
Bill,  as  amended,  stood  adjourned  till 
this  Evening's  Sitting. 


EVENING  SITTING. 

LONDON  EDUCATION  BILL. 

As  amended,  further  considered. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  he  desired 
the  Government  to  insert  at  the  end  of 
the  schedule  a  proviso  to  the  effect  that 
the  Education  Committee  of  the  local 
education  authority  should  transact  all 
its  ordinary  business  in  public.  He 
wished  that  the  representatives  of  the 
Press,  and,  as  far  as  accommodation 
allowed,  the  ratepayers,  should  be 
admitted  to  the  ordinary  business  of  the 
Committee.  That  had  been  the  policy 
of  the  great  School  Boards  ever  since  the 
passing  of  the  Act  of  1870  ;  no  difficulty 
had  arisen,  for  whenever  a  personal 
•question,  or  some  matter  for  which 
publicity  was  not  desired,  came  up,  the 
representatives  of  the  Press  and  others 
had  been  asked  to  withdraw,  and  had 
withdrawn.  They  would  be  told,  perhaps, 
that  these  new  authorities  were  merely 
Committees  of  the  great  municipal 
authority,  and  therefore  did  no  business 
which  it  wa^  necessary  should  be  tran- 
sacted in  public.    He,  however,    denied 


that  suggestion;  in  reality  they  were 
great  public  boards.  In  the  case  of  Lon- 
don the  education  authority  would  under- 
take work  equal  in  magnitude  to  the 
whole  education  of  Scotland,  or  three 
times  greater  than  the  education  of 
Wales,  and  the  financial  responsibility 
amounted  to  very  nearly  £4,000,000.  In 
the  past  London  hadsuffered  very  severely 
from  jobbery  and  malfeasance  owing 
to  the  lack  of  such  publicity  as  he  now 
advocated.  In  reference  to  the  Bill  of 
last  year  the  Prime  Minister,  on  July  30, 
had  said  in  answer  to  a  Question,  that — 

"  Everything  would  l>e  done  in  public," 

and  that — 

"  Nothing  henceforth  could  be  done  in  secret, 
nothing  could  be  done  except  in  the  full  light 
of  day  and  in  the  blaze  of  publicity." 

As  a  matter  of  fact  that  statement 
was  beside  the  mark  ;  for  in  Sur- 
rey, Northumberland,  and  Somer- 
set, and  he  believed  in  other  localities, 
the  education  authority  had  recom- 
mended that  its  meetings  should  be 
private,  and  this  had  been  agreed  to 
by  the  County  Council.  The  right 
hon.  Member  for  East  Somerset 
had  sugge  ted  that  if  conducted  in 
private  the  proceedings  would  be 
shorter ;  that  might  be  so,  and  he  rather 
imagined  that  if  there  were  no^reporters 
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the  proceedings  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons would  not  be  so  lengthy,  and  that 
the  popularity  of  this  House,  with  Mem 
bers,  too,  would  not  be  so  great.  There 
was  this  great  set-off,  however,  that  the 
presence  of  the  Press  secured  that  the 
administration  should  be  wise,  sound, 
and  above  suspicion.  He  might  be  told 
by  the  Parliamentary  Secretary,  because 
there  was  no  other  answer,  to  trust  to 
the  County  Council.  But  in  this  con- 
nection it  should  be  remembered  that 
the  proceedings  of  the  County  Council's 
technical  education  board  were  not 
public  ;  and  its  transactions  were,  prac- 
tically, never  canvassed  in  public.  He 
begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  4,  line  6,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the 
words  *  (10)  The  education  committee  of  the 
local  education  authority  shall  transact  all  its 
ordinary  business  in  public.' "--(.Dr.  Macna- 
nutra. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 


♦Mr.  COHEN  said  the  hon.  Member  for 
Camberwell  spoke  with  uurivalled 
authority  in  this  House  <  n  the  procedure 
of  the  London  School  Board.  He  him- 
self spoke  with  less,  but  still  with  some, 
authority  of  the  London  County  Council. 
Although  he  was  not  entirely  in 
sympathy  with  the  policy  of  the  London 
County  Council  he  was  bound  to 
admit  that  their  work  was  conducted 
with  business-like  dispatch  and  regular 
procedure.  In  committee  work  no  party 
spirit  wasimported,  and  everyone  confined 
himself  solely  to  the  consideration  of 
administrative  and  business  matters 
which  contrasted  favourably  with  the 
oratorical  and  Party  spirit  that  invariably 
was  displayed  on  Tuesdays,  when  in  the 
presence  of  the  reporters  members  of  the 
Council  were  apt  to  play  to  the  gallery 
rather  than  to  address  themselves  to  the 
matters  in  question.  The  hon.  Member 
had  spoken  of  the  necessity  of  protecting 
the  administration  of  this  large  amount 
of  money  from  the  possibility  of  mal- 
feasance and  jobbery.  Anyone  who  had 
done  him  (Mr.  Cohen)  the  honour  to  follow 
what  he  had  said  when  London  County 
Council  matters  had  been  discussed  in  this 
House — and  he  had  always  felt  it  his  duty 


to  defend  the   London   County  Council 
from  the  many  libellous  statements  that  had 
been  made  in  respect  of  it — would  agree 
with  him  when  he  said  if  there   was  one- 
body  which  was   as  free  as  the  London 
School  Board  had  always  been  from  any 
amount  of  malfeasance,  that  body  was  the 
London  County   Council.     He    thought 
that  any  errors  that  might  be  committed 
in   Committee  could  be   put  right,  and 
I  would  be  put  right,  when  the  matter  came 
before  the  supreme  tribunal-tbe  education 
authority.  He  did  not  know  what  the  atti- 
I  tude  of  the  hon.  Baronet  would  be  towards- 
I  the  Amendment,  but  he  could  assure  him, 
speaking  from  experience,  that  if  there 
was  one  body  it  was  superfluous  to  protect 
against  the  accusation  of  corruption  that 
body   was  the  London  County  Council* 
He  was  sorry  that  there  should  be  any 
I  hesitation  on  the  part  of  his  hon.   friend 
I  the  Member  for  Camberwell,  or  in  any 
[  quarter,  to  trust  the  Education  Committee 
of  the  London  County  Council  because 
reporters  were  not  present. 

♦Mr.  YOXALL  said  he  hoped  they 
would  brush  away  all  this  talk  about 
corruption  and  malfeasance  as  being 
irrelevant.  It  was  no  question  of  corrup- 
tion or  malversation  either  of  the  London 
County  Council  or  the  School  Board,  nor 
was  it  a  question  of  whether  the  London 

I  County  Council  should  sit  in  public.  It 
was  a  question  of  whether  the  Education 
Committee  should  sit  in  public.     It  was 

I  not  a  question  of  the  length  or  brevity  of 
speeches.  The  important  thing  was  that  the 
decisions  to  which  those  speeches  led  up 
should  be  arrived  at  in  the  full  light  of 
publicity,  with  the  knowledge  that  they 
would  be  reported  in  the  Press  and  there- 
fore must  be  as  wise  as  could  be  arrived  at. 
He  hoped  this  question  would  not  be 
argued  on  thegroundof  the  savingof  time. 
It  was  not  a  question  of  the  debates 
that  would  take  place  on  a  Technical 
Educational  body,  a  body  dealing  with 
one  branch  of  education  alone  and  deal 
ing  with  comparatively  few  schools.  It 
was  a  question  of  whether  that  body, 
being   replaced    by    one   which    would 

I  have  a  much  wider  purview  and  multi- 
farious  duties  to  perform  and  giving 
much  more  time  to  the  subject  in  view, 
should,  like  that  body,  conduct  its  pro- 
ceedings in  private.  The  practice 
hitherto  adopted  by  the  London  School 

I  Board  was  to  conduct  its  proceedings  in. 
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the  presence  of  the  Press  and  he  would 
hardly  think  the  hon.  Baronet  would 
like  to  think  there  was  any  risk  what- 
ever that  proceedings  which  had  hitherto 
been  conducted  in  public  would  now  be 
-conducted  in  private.  It  was  not  in 
the  interest  of  peace  or  public  tran- 
quility that  these  proceedings  should 
be  conducted  in  private.  They  could  not 
•eliminate  the  denominational  heat  from 
these  discussions  so  long  as  they  had 
two  olasses  of  schools ;  and  if  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  body  were  not  reported, 
if  there  was  the  least  suspicion  of  the 
suppression  of  them  and  their  seclusion 
from  the  public  eye,  the  suspicion  outside 
would  become  tenfold  more  acute  than 
at  was  at  the  present  time.  It  could  do 
no  harm  to  specify  in  this  Act  that  the 
Education  Committee  should  meet  in 
public,  and  if  there  was  any  danger  of 
its  not  meeting  in  public  it  was  the  duty 
of  this  House  to  prevent  any  such  thing 
taking  place.  For  these  reasons  he 
hoped  the  Amendment  would  receive 
the  favourable  consideration  of  the  hon. 
Baronet. 

*  Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  that  the 
Amendment  had  been  discussed  as  if 
the  Government  had  a  preference  for 
private  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the 
Education  Committee.  No  one  had  any 
•desire  that  the  proceedings  should  be 
in  private ;  and  the  real  question  was 
whether  the  County  Council  should  be 
allowed  to  regulate  the  procedure  of 
its  own  Education  Committee.  With  all 
their  confidence  in  popularly -elected 
authorities,  some  hon.  Members  seemed 
never  able  to  trust  such  authorities  to 
<lo  the  thing  they  desired  to  be  done 
unless  they  were  constrained  by  an  Act 
of  Parliament.  The  London  County 
Council  was  quite  capable  of  regulating 
the  proceedings  of  its  own  Committee. 
It  was  said  that  great  financial  opera- 
tions would  be  dealt  with  and  large 
sums  of  money  would  be  spent,  and 
that  the  public  ought  to  know  what  was 
being  spent :  but  after  all  the  County 
Council  was  the  financial  authority,  the 
Education  Committee  could  not  borrow 
money,  and  theCounty  Council  would  pub- 
lish their  accounts  and  these  education  ac- 
counts would  be  published  with  the  others. 
He  did  not  think  there  was  the  slightest 
•desire  to   conceal  from   the  public  their 

Mr.   YoxalL 


proceedings;  but  there  were  a  good  many 
matters  the  initiation  of  which  the 
members  of  the  Committee  would  wish 
to  discuss  thoroughly  in  private.  Any 
one  who  had  taken  part  in  municipal 
proceedings  must  be  aware  how  striking 
was  the  difference  between  the  proceed- 
ings which  were  private  and  those  in 
which  Members  spoke  to  the  gallery, 
and  during  which  really  little  business 
was  done.  He  thought  it  was  better  to 
leave  the  arrangement  of  this  matter  to 
the  County  Council  which,  he  believed, 
was  sufficiently  alive  to  the  wishes  of  the 
electorate  in  London  to  decide  whether 
or  not  it  was  desirable  in  the  interests  of 
education  n  London  that  their  proceed- 
ings should  be  conducted  in  public.  He 
did  not  wish  to  make  any  distinction 
between  the  London  County  Council 
and  the  other  County  Councils  in  regard 
to  the  manner  in  which  they  should 
conduct  their  business.  He  was  pre- 
pared to  leave  the  matter  to  the  good 
sense  of  the  London  County  Council,  and 
to  the  public  opinion  of  the  people  of 
London. 

Mr.  OAUSTON  (Southwark,  W.)  said 
that  as  a  London  Member,  he  thought 
that  the  proceedings  should  be  conducted 
in  public.  If  Parliament  thought  it  was 
right  that  the  proceedings  should  be 
carried  on  in  public,  Parliament  should 
say  so  ;  and  he  considered  it  would  have 
been  a  great  deal  better  had  Parliament 
said  so  in  the  Bill  of  last  year. 

Mb.  CROOKS  (Woolwich)  said  he 
wished  to  add  hi>  voice  to  the  appeal 
for  publicity.  The  hon.  Baronet,  in 
introducing  the  Bill  to  the  House,  said 
that  there  was  the  great  lack  of  public 
interest  in  education  in  London.  Was 
he  going  to  make  that  interest  still  less 
by  allowing  the  education  authority  to 
carry  on  its  business  behind  closed  doors  ? 
If  there  was  any  business  which  would 
be  better  discussed  in  private,  that  would 
not  be  prevented  by  accepting  the 
Amendment.  The  private  business  could 
be  carried  on  by  meansof  sub-committees. 
The  more  the  people  of  London  and  the 
world  knew  of  this  great  business  of  educa- 
tion the  better.  As  an  educational  power 
there  was  nothing  in  the  world  like  the 
public    Press.       It   kept  administration 
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square.  Their  desire  was  for  the  better- 
ment of  education.  Of  course  there  were 
Members  who  thought  that  this  Bill  was  for 
the  worsement  of  education  ;  but  whether 
it  was  for  the  better  or  the  worse  they 
could  only  know  if  publicity  was  given  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  education 
authority. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (Yorkshire, 
Cleveland)  said  that  the  hon.  Baronet 
asked  why  a  distinction  should  be  made 
in  this  Bill,  compared  with  that  of  last 
year,  and  why  the  London  County  Council 
should  not  be  left  free  to  make  its  own 
arrangements  in  this  matter.  The  reply 
was  obvious,  that  experience  had  shown 
that  Parliament  made  a  mistake  last 
year,  because  several  County  Councils 
had  conducted  their  business  in  private. 
The  hon.  Baronet  said  that  that  was  the 
affair  of  the  County  Councils ;  he  main- 
tained that  it  was  not  the  affair  of  the 
County  Councils,  but  the  affair  of  the 
public.  The  London  School  Board  con- 
ducted their  proceedings  in  public,  and 
why  should  not  the  new  authority  do 
so  also  1  The  present  County  Council 
might  be  trustworthy,  but  that  was  even 
doubtful,  because  reporters  were  not 
admitted  to  the  meetings  of  the  Technical 
Education  Committee.  He  thought  that 
Parliament  ought  to  express  its  mind 
clearly  on  this  matter. 

Sir  MICHAEL  FOSTER  said  that  his 
natural  tendency  would  be  to  support 
the  hon.  Baronet  in  refusing  this  Amend- 
ment, because  his  own  experience  had 
proved  to  him  that  if  business  had  to  be 
•done  the  public  must  be  excluded,  as 
far  as  possible,  from  a  share  in  the  pro- 
ceedings. They  were  all  human,  and 
there  was  an  invariable  tendency  to  talk 
to  the  gallery,  so  that  the  more  the 
public  were  admitted  to  proceedings  of 
this  nature  the  less  chance  was  there  for 
the  real  conduct  of  business.  In  spite  of 
that,  however,  he  distinctly  recognised 
that  the  Education  Committee  was  an 
agent  for  London,  and  for  this  reason 
there  might  be  an  instruction  of  the 
House  on  this  occasion  that  it  should 
conduct  its  official  business  in  public. 
He  thought  that  there  was  a  difficulty 
about  the  word  "  ordinary."  If  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Caraberwell  provided  the  safeguard  that 
the  meetings  of  the  Committee  should  be 


public  only  for  the  general  advantage 
of  the  children,  then  he  would  be  dis- 
posed to  support  him. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  ventured 
very  respectfully  to  appeal  to  the  House  to 
come  to  a  decision  on  this  question  now. 
Surely  the  issue  before  the  House  was 
clear  and  distinct.  His  hon.  friend  who 
had  just  spoken  had  some  doubt  as  to 
the  advisability  of  passing  the  Amend- 
ment, and  the  hon.  Member  for  Wool- 
wich, on  the  other  hand,  attached  undue 
importance  to  the  publicity  of  debate 
when  he  said  that  without  publicity  a 
good  deal  of  the  work  done  would  not 
be  so  valuable.  He  was  sure  that  a  great 
deal  of  the  work  which  the  hon.  Member 
had  done,  and  by  no  means  the  least 
useful,  had  been  work  done  without  the 
presence  of  reporters.  The  London 
County  Council  was  supreme  on  all 
matters  of  education,  and  could  direct 
that  in  all  matters  of  education  there 
should  be  publicity.  They  were  con- 
stantly told — "  Why  don't  you  trust  the 
local  bodies  1 "  But  when  they  proposed 
to  trust  them  in  this  matter  it  was 
argued  that  they  should  be  cribbed, 
cabined,  and  confined.  Surely  the 
greatest  municipality  in  the  world 
should  have  the  right  to  say  that  their 
proceedings  at  certain  times  should  be  in 
private. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  said  that 
there  was  no  intention  of  hon.  Members 
on  that  side  of  the  House  to  delay 
|  business,  but  they  regarded  this  as  one 
of  the  most  important  Amendments  that 
could  be  discussed  that  evening.  He 
thought  that  the  hon.  Baronet  in  charge 
of  the  Bill  had  really  misunderstood  the 

Eroposal  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cam- 
erwell.  None  of  them  wished  that  all 
business  should  be  done  in  public.  What 
they  desired  was  that  when  the  educa- 
tion authority  arrived  at  a  conclusion  on 
any  question  an  opportunity  should  be 
given  to  the  ordinary  citizens  of  London 
to  know  what  had  been  done.  In  order 
to  meet  a  point  which  had  been  made 
on  the  other  side  he  suggested  a  verbal 
alteration  in  the  Amendment  by  which 
it  would  read  that  the  Committee  should 
carry  out  its  ordinary  meetings  in  public. 
That  would  put  it  in  the  same  position  as 
the  School  Board,   whose  business  was 
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carried  on  in  public.  Interest  in  educa- 
tion in  London  had  not  been  so  great  as 
many  of  them  wished,  and  this  Bill  would 
entirely  destroy  what  interest  there  was 
if  there  was  not  some  opportunity  of 
keeping  educational  matters  before  the 
public. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.)  said  that  from  personal  ex- 
perience he  could  testify  that  every 
meeting  in  Wales  of  the  education 
authority  had  been  for  the  past 
twelve  years  conducted  in  public  in 
the  presence  of  reporters,  and  no  diffi- 
culties whatever  had  arisen.  He  failed 
to  see  what  possible  inconvenience  could 
arise  from  accepting  his  hon.  friend's 
Amendment.  Past  experience  was  in 
favour  of  it,  and  any  inconvenience  likely 
to  arise  could  easily  be  obviated  by  going 
into  Committee  or  requesting  the  re- 
porters not  to  report  the  proceedings. 

Lord  EDMUND  FITZMAURICE 
(Wiltshire,  Cricklado)  agreed  that  occa- 
sionally matters  were  required  to  be 
dealt  with  in  a  confidential  manner. 
At  the  same  time  he  thought  some 
County  Councils  might  be  inclined 
to  go  rather  further  in  the  direction  of 
excluding  reporters  than  was  desirable. 
Under  the  Act  of  1902,  all  the  business 
except  financial  business  might  be  dele- 
gated to  the  Committee  by  the  County 
Council.  The  business  which  the  County 
Council  did  delegate  came  back  as  a 
matter  of  course  to  the  County  Council 
itself  in  full  session  for  discussion  when 
the  reporters  were  present.  He  thought 
the  reporters  ought  to  be  present  as  a 
matter  of  right  in  regard  to  matters 
where  there  was  a  complete  delegation, 
but  in  regard  to  a  large  and  important 
class  of  business  not  delegated  to  the  I 
Committee  it  should  be  reserved  for 
the  final  decision  of  the  Council. 
If  the  Government  thought  that  this 
was  a  matter  which  could  not  be  left  to 
the  decision  of  the  Loudon  County 
Council  itself,  the  Amendment  should! 
be  framed  so  as  to  bear  in  mind  the 
distinction  in  Section  17  between  the 
business  delegated  and  that  which  was 
not  delegated. 

*Mr.    HUMPHRYS    OWEN    (Mont- 
gomeryshire)     said     that     some    time  I 
ago    they    heard   complaints    that    they  | 
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]  talked   a  good  deal   about   politics  but 
very  little   about   education.     This  wa.- 
I  purely     an     educational     matter,     ana 
it  should   not   be  made  a  question  of 
Party  polities.    It  was  simply  a  matter 
of  how  the  new  bodies  should  carry  on 
their  business.    Allusion  had  been  made 
to     the     way    the     Welsh     education 
authorities     conducted    their    business. 
Quite  apart  from   politics,  he    thought 
the  members  of  any  Welsh  educational 
body  would  say  that  the  present  system 
under  which  the  reporters  were   freely 
allowed   to    be   present   on  the   under- 
standing    that,  when    private    business 
|  was    brought   on,  they  would  cease  to 
report,    had    worked    to    the  complete 
I  satisfaction  of   those   bodies,  and  there 
,  had   never    been   a   difficulty    of     any 
kind.     This  was  a  question  of  ordinary 
I  human  nature,  and  he  did  not  see  why 
a  system  which  worked   well   in  Wales 
should    not    work  in    the    Metropolis. 
There  was  always  a  certain  amount  of 
jealousy    between     the    lay     and     the 
academic  elements,    and  the    latter,  he 
thought,    was   sometimes    a    little   too 
eager  to  get  to   business,  and   apt  to 
neglect  thorough  discussion   of  all  the 
aspects    of  a    question.      It   was   very 
important  for  the  progress  of  education 
that    details   should   be  discussed    and 
appreciated,   not   only  by   the  experts, 
but    also    by    the     rank    and    file    of 
the   elected   bodies,  and   there  was  no 
better  means  of   securing  that  than  it 
being  known   that  the  speeches  would 
be  reported,  and  that    public  attention 
would  be  called  to  the  business  through 
the  Press.     He  hoped  that   even  now 
the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education 
would     accept     the      very     reasonable 
Amendment  moved  by  his  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  BRYCE  asked  the  two  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Government  who 
were  present  whether,  after  what  had 
been  said  by  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  Wiltshire,  they  could  not  see  their 
way  to  allow  some  modification  of  the 
Clause. 

:^Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  was 
bound  to  say  that  nothing  which  had 
fallen  from  the  noble  Lord  and  other 
hon.  Members  had  led  them  to  change 
their  mind.  The  London  County  Council 
fcould   be  very  well  trusted  to  deal  with. 
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this  matter.  [An  Hon.  Member:  The 
Education  Committees  deal  with  it.]  But 
the  London  County  Council  absolutely 
controlled  the  work  of  the  Committees, 
and  if  the  Council  chose  to  lay  down 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  Education 
Committees  should  be  held  in  public  it 
•was  perfectly  competent  for  it  to  do  so. 
They  had  not  done  so  in  regard  to  the 
Technical  Education  Board.  The  hon. 
Member  for  North  Camberwell  had 
irequently  said  that  it  was  because  the 
London  County  Council  had  not  adopted 
this  course  that  he  had  felt  it  necessary 
to  move  this  Amendment. 

Mr.  CAUSTON :  Can  we  take  it  that 
the  London  County  Council  have  that 
power? 


Mr.  WALTER  LONG  :  Certainly,  for 
they  have  absolute  control  over  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Technical  Education 
Board  at  present,  and  they  would  exercise 
the  same  power  over  the  Education 
Committees.  The  proposal  they  were 
asked  to  accept  was  one  which  would 
involve  enormous  difficulties,  because  it 
invited  the  House  to  say  there  should  be 
no  distinction  between  the  duties  per- 
formed by  the  London  County  Council 
and  the  Committees.  He  thought  this 
was  a  matter  which  must  be  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  local  education 
authority. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  76  ;  Noes, 
156.     (Division  List,  No.  171.) 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Allen,CharlesP.  ( Glouc.  ,Stroud 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Black,  Alexander  William 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Broad  hurst,  Henry 
Brown,  George  M.  (Edinburgh) 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Burt  Thomas 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles  ' 

Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
■Cawley,  Frederick 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Crooks,  William 
Davies,  Alfred  {Carmarthen) 
Davies,  M.  Vaughan  ( Cardigan 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  {Lanark) 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  {Glamorgan) 
Fen  wick,  Charles 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmund 
Foster,  Sir  Michl.  {Lond.  Univ 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Furness,  Sir  Christopher 
•Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 


AYES. 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hayne,  Kt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristl,  B 
Hope,  John  Deans  (tife%  West) 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutchinson,  Dr.CharlesFredk. 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  David  Brynmor(*S'jraywea 
Jones,  William  (Camarvonsh 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
M'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
M organ .  J .  Lloyd  ( Carmarthen) 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Norman,  Henry 
Partington.  Oswald 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 
Plummer,  Wralter  K. 
Priestley,  Arthur 


Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (JBifian) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigh*.) 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  fidw.  (Stafford) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Taylor.Theodore  C.(Radcliffe) 
Thomas,David  Alfred(Jf ertnyr 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.R. 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Weir;  James  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  F.W.  (Norfolk,  Mid) 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Woodhouse,Sir  J  T.  ( Huddersfd 
Yozall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Dr.  Macnamara  and  Mr. 
Herbert  Samuel. 


NOES. 


Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  0. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson.  Right  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Kt  Hon.SirH 
Bagot,  Capt.  Josceline  Fitzroy 
Bailey.  James  ( Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Manr 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Hornsty 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christeh. 
Banbury, Sir  Frederick  George 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 

VOL.  CXXV. 


Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,   W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campbell,J.  H.M(  DublinUniv. 
Gautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  V  C  W  (Derbysh.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Chapman,  Edward 
Chamngton,  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.   H.  A.  E. 

[Fourth  Series.] 


Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Cox, Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cross.  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cross,  Herb. Shepherd  (Iiolton) 
Crossley,  lit.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dewar,  Sir  T.  R.(7V.  HamVt* 
Dimsdale,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Joseph  C. 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
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Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
£aber,  George  Denison  ( Y ork) 
FardeU,  Sir  T.  George 
Fielden,  Edward  Brock lehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  U. 
Fir  bank,  Sir  Joseph  IJiomas 
FitzGeiuld,  Sir  Robt.  Penroee- 
Flaunery,  Sir  Forteecne 
Flavin,  'Michael  Joseph 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gorst,  Rt,  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,SirEW  (KrySEdm'nds 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hall.  Edward  Marshall 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Heath,  James  (Stafford*.  N.  W. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hogg,  Lindsay 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard.  Jno  (Kent,  Faver'hm 
Hudson,  Gecrge  Bickersteth 
Jameson.  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jea*el,Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Kenyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  (Denbigh 
Kenyon-Slaney,Col.  W.  (Salop 
Kerr,  John 
Keswick,  William 
Knowles,  Lees 

Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawrence.  Wm.  F.  [Liverpool 
La  wson,  JohnGrant(  Yorks,NR 
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Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,  Frederick  N.S 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lockwood,  Lieut.  -OoL  A.  R. 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Bristol,  S. 
Lowther,  C.  (Cutnb.  Bshdale) 
Lundon,  W. 

Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Killop,  Jas.  (Stirliiigshire) 
Majendie.  James  A.  H. 
Mevsey-Thompwn,  Sir  H.  M. 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Momagu,Hon.J.Scott(  Hants. ) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (Walthamstow) 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn  AGraham(2to/e 
Murray,  Chas.  J.  (Coventry) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nolan ,  Col.  J  ohn  P.  ( Gal  way, N. 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperaru,  N.) 
Orr-Ewinc,  Charle*  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Pease,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Percy,  Earl 

Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies.  John  S. 
Ratcliff,  R.  F. 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Raid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
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Ridley,  S.  F.  (Bethmal  Green) 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney} 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler.  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Seely,  Chas.  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox.  Thomas 
Smith,  HC.  (North mb.  Tyneside 
Smith,  Hn.\V.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormshirh) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,  Sir  MarkJ.M4Taggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter} 
Walrond,Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Will  iamH 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Webb,  Col.  William  George 
Welby,Lt-Co1  A  .C.  E.  (Taunton 
Welby,  Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (Notts) 
Whiteiey,H.  (Ashton  una.  Lyne 
Willougnby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson, A. Stanley  ( York,  E.R. 
Worsley-Tay  lor,  Henry  Wilson 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George- 
Young,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Austruther  and  Mr. 
Fellowes 


Mr.  YOXALL,  in  moving  the  Amend- 
ment standing  in  his  name,  said  that  at 
the  present  time  a  ratepayer  had  the 
right  to  inspect  documents  such  as  the 
minutes  and  accounts  of  the  School 
Board  for  London,  and  what  he  was 
asking  for  now  was  something  less  than 
that.  He  did  not  ask  for  an  inspection 
of  accounts,  but  the  local  Education 
Committee  would  have  minutes  and  they 
had  no  guarantee  that  the  proceedings 
would  be  conducted  in  public.  There- 
fore, they  had  an  additional  right  to 
ask  that  the  minutes  should  be  open  to 
the  inspection  of  any  ratepayer.  There 
were  plenty  of  arguments  which  might 
be  used,  but  he  would  only  cite  one  par- 
ticular case  which  went  to  show 
the  danger  of  anything  like  privacy. 
The  minutes  would  doubtless  contain 
copies  of  reports  by  Government  in- 
spectors of  denominational  schools.  It 
was  now  the  practice  to  place  upon  the 
doors  of  denominational  schools  a  copy 
of  the  inspectors'  report,  but  in  this  Bill 
the   Government    did    not    insist    upon 


this  practice,  and  therefore  that  safeguard 
had  passed  out  of  existence.  If  some- 
thing of  the  same  kind  was  not  provided 
for  in  the  future  it  would  give  rise  to- 
suspicion  and  the  friction  which  already 
existed  upon  this  subject  would  be 
increased  instead  of  being  diminished. 
For  the  sake  of  peace,  educational 
efficiency,  public  right,  conistency  in 
local  government,  and  other  reasons  he 
begged  to  move  his  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  4,  line  6,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words 
*  (10)  The  minutes  of  proceedings  of  the  Educa- 
tion Committee  of  the  local  education  authority 
shall  be  open  to  inspection  by  any  ratepayer  in 
London. '  "—(Mr.  Yoxall. ) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  the  real 
objection  to  this  proposal  was  that  it 
sought  to  make  a  distinction  between 
the  Education  Committee  of  the  London. 
Oountv   Council  and    anv     other    com- 
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mittee  of  any  other  local  governing 
body  in  the  country.  The  section  of  the 
Act  of  1870  which  conferred  this  right 
of  inspection  was  repealed  in  the  Act 
of  last  year  because  it  was  felt  that,  in 
the  changed  circumstances,  it  had  become 
altogether  impracticable.  If  that  was 
true  of  the  ordinary  County  Councils  in 
the  provinces  how  much  more  must  it 
be  true  of  the  London  County  Council, 
with  its  vast  number  of  ratepayers.  In 
his  opinion  the  hon.  Member  in  moving 
the  Amendment  had  done  so  from  a 
mistaken  point  of  view.  He  had  said  it 
was  desirable  that,  these  bodies  should  be 
open  to  public  criticism.  No  doubt ;  but 
surely  they  were  responsible  bodies  and 
were  not  likely  to  be  influenced  in  their 
work  because  the  minutes  were  open  to 
inspection.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
not  spend  too  much  time  in  discussing 
a  matter  which  in  his  opinion  was  only 
of  minor  importance,  but  would  proceed 
to  deal  with  the  more  important  questions 
still  to  be  reached. 

Dr.  MACNAM ARA  denied  that  this 
was  a  minor  consideration,  and  held 
that  the  privilege  was  one  of  the  most 
valuable  the  public  had  enjoyed  since 
1870. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG :  I  did  not  say  it 
was  a  minor  matter.  I  said  it  was  minor 
compared  with  some  of  the  questions 
remaining  to  be  dealt  with. 

Dr.  MACNAM  ARA  repeated  that  it 
was  a  most  important  question,  and 
reminded  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  the  section  in  the  Act  of  1870  to 
which  he  had  referred  was  repealed  in 
the  schedule  of  the  Act  of  1902,  which 
was  closured  without  a  single  word  of 
discussion.  If  they  had  had  the  oppor- 
tunity they  would  have  most  strenuously 
opposed  its  repeal,  and  it  was  adding 
insult  to  injury  to  tell  them  now  that 
they  must  not  discuss  this  Amendment 
because  the  question  was  settled  last 
year.  The  Government  were  robbing 
the  people  of  London  of  a  priceless 
advantage  they  had  enjoyed  for  thirty 
years,  and  he  regarded  this  proposition 
us  one  of  the  most  scandalous  features 
of  the  educational  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment. "The  blaze  of  publicity,"  and 
•'the  full  light  of   day,"  which  were  to 


be  the  accompaniments  of  educational 
administration  disappeared  under  the  Act 
of  1902. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  seems  to  take  this  matter 
very  much  to  heart. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  he  did. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  did 
not  object  to  that.  What  he  did  object 
to  was  the  proposal  to  discriminate 
between  the  London  County  Council 
and  the  rest  of  the  country. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  his  psint  was 
that  th*  right  of  inspection  was  a  great 
public  privilege.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  £4,000,000  of  public  money 
was  now  involved  year  by  year. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS  said  every  rate- 
payer in  the  country  ought  to  have  the 
right  of  inspecting  the  minutes  of  proceed- 
ings of  the  local  education  authority  and 
of  its  Committee  in  the  same  way  that 
shareholders  had  a  right  to  make  copies 
of  minutes  of  their  companies.  From 
1870  onwards  that  elementary  right 
had  been  conceded. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  the  rate- 
payers had  the  right  to  inspect  the 
minutes  of  the  London  County  Council. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS  said  the  busi- 
ness wouldbe  transacted  by  the  Education 
Committee.  What  would  be  the  use  of 
having  a  right  to  inspect  the  minutes 
of  the  Council  if  they  did  not  bear  on  the 
matter?  This  elementary  right  which 
had  never  been  abused  was  now  to  be 
taken  away,  and  he  had  heard  no  argu- 
ment in  support  of  that  course.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  give  more  time 
to  the  discussion  of  this  matter.  They 
ought  not  to  shirk  their  responsibilities 
merely  in  order  that  hon.  Members 
might  go  to  their  beds. 

Mr.  BULL  (Hammersmith)  pointed 
out  that  every  Committee  of  the  London 
County  Council  reported  to  the  Council 
all  the  details  of  its  work,  and,  as  the 
meetings  of  the  Council  were  public,  it 
seemed  to  him  that  there  was  sufficient 
publicity. 

2  E  2 


767 


London 


{COMMONS} 


Education  Bill. 


788 


Sir  JAMES  WOODHOUSE  (Hudders- 
field)  said  the  law  with  regard  to  any 
municipal  corporation  was  that  any  rate- 
payer might  inspect  the  minutes,  not  only 
of  the  Council,  but  also  of  its  committees 
In  the  case  of  the  Manchester-  Corpora- 
tion, the  Lord  Chief  Justice  had  decided 
that  the  ratepayers  were  entitled  to  see, 
not  merely  the  resolutions  of  the  Council, 
but  the  acts  and  proceedings  of  the 
Committees  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG:  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  given  a  correct  inter- 
pretation of  the  law,  perhaps  he  will  tell 
us  what  is  the  object  of  this  Amendment. 

Sir  JAMES  WOODHOUSE  said  the 
Amendment  at  least  affirmed  the 
principle  contained  in  the  Act  of  1870. 
Surely  there  could  be  no  objection  to  its 
acceptance. 

Sir  JOHN  GORST  said,  if  it  was  the 
law  that  the  ratepayers  had  the  right  of 
inspection,  that  was  a  very  good  reason 
for  the  repeal  of  the  section  in  the  Act 
of  1870  by  the  Act  of  last  year,  because 
it  became  unnecessary.  In  the  case  of 
School  Boards,  it  was  necessary  that 
ratepayers  should  have  a  statutory  right 
to  inspect  the  minutes,  but  that  pro- 
vision was  no  longer  necessary  when  the 
minutes  became  the  minutes  of  a  com- 
mittee of  a  municipal  authority. 

Sir  JAMES  WOODHOUSE  said  the 
London  County  Council  was  not  included 
in  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act. 

Sir  JOHN  GORST  said  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Committees  of  the  London 
County  Council  were  reported  to  the 
Council  and  were  now  onen  to  the  public 
under  the  London  County  Council  Act. 
The  Amendment  was  as  unnecessary  as 
the  clause  which  was  repealed  in  the 
Act  of  last  year. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  they 
ought  to  know  whether  the  ratepayers 
of  London  had  this  power  or  not.  The 
Amendment  was  proposed  on  the  assump- 
tion that  they  had  not  that  power. 
The  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  had  also  replied  on  that  assump- 
tion, and  defended  the  repeal  of  the 
section  on  principle.     He  said  it  was  a 


wrong  thing  and  that  the  power  should 
not  be  given.  The  Government  abolished 
the  power  of  inspection  last  year,  but 
now  they  were  told  that  the  ratepayers 
still  had  that  power.  It  was  a  great  pity 
that  none  of  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown  were  present.  They  were  all 
agreed  this  power  was  desirable,  and  as 
it  was  clear  there  was  a  doubt  whether 
there  was  the  power,  what  possible 
harm  could  the  Amendment  do  ? 
Let  the  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge 
of  the  Bill  agree  to  the  inclusion  of 
words  ensuring  to  ratepayers  the  right 
to  inspect  the  minutes.  That  would 
sa ve  the  time  of  the  House.  Such  a 
power  of  the  ratepayers  ought  not  to  be 
abolished  unless  it  could  be  shown  that 
it  had  been  abused.  A  great  deal  of 
petty  jobbery  went  on  in  different  parts 
of  the  country  in  connection  with  con- 
tracts, and  so  forth,  and  the  mere  fact 
that  the  ratepayers  possessed  the  right 
to  inspect  the  minute-books  was  a  check 
upon  such  practices.  Reference  had  been 
made  to  the  practice  of  the  Committees 
of  the  London  County  Council  in 
publishing  a  report  every  week.  But 
this  Committee  would  not  be  on  the 
same  basis  at  all.  The  disposition 
throughout  the  country  was  to  delegate 
powers  to  the  Education  Committee,  and 
practically  to  convert  it  into  a  separate 
and  independent  body.  It  would  not 
report  from  week  to  week  The  de- 
cisions of  an  ordinary  Committee  had  to 
be  adopted  by  the  County  Council  before 
they  had  any  effect,  but  to  the  Educa- 
tion Committee  no  end  of  things  would 
be  delegated  absolutely,  and  it  was  in  the 
small  matters  that  possibilities  of  jobbery 
arose.  In  the  interests  of  municipal 
purity  it  was  of  the  greatest  importance 
that  every  conceivable  check  should  be 
placed  upon  possibilities  of  that  character. 
If  the  public  were  deprived  of  the  right 
of  examining  documents  and  seeing  what 
was  going  on,  a  blow  would  be  struck 
against  the  dignity  and  usefulness  of 
public  institutions,  and  against  the 
confidence  which  the  public  at  present 
reposed  in  them. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  had 
already  pointed  out  that  it  was  very  un- 
desirable that  there  should  be  any  distinc- 
tion made  between  the  Education  Com- 
mittee of  the  London  County  Council  and 
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those  of  any  of  the  other  Councils-  In  the 
Local  Government  Act  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Act  was  applied  to  the 
London  County  Council. 

Sir  JAMES  WOODHOUSE:  Where 
in  the  provisions  is  the  right  of  the  rate- 
payers applied  1 

Mb.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  was  in- 
formed that  under  Section  233  of  the 
Municipal  Corporations  Act  the  minutes 
of  proceedings  of  a  Council  were  open  to 
the  inspection  of  the  burgesses.  That 
section  was  applied  to  the  County 
Councils  by  Section  75  of  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1888.  That  was  the 
information  given  to  him,  and  he  was 
confident  it  was  correct.  If  the  hon. 
Member  for  Huddersfield  was  correct 
the  Amendment  was  unnecessary  ;  if  he 
was  incorrect  they  reverted  to  the 
position  to  which  the  Government 
adhered  -viz.,  that  there  should  be  no 
distinction  between  this  Committee  and 
the  Committee  of  any  other  local 
authority. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  the  House  were  in 
a  most  unsatisfactory  position,  the  Presi 
dent  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
having  practically  said  that  he  did  not 
know  whether  the  minutes  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  London  County  Council 
would  be  open  to  inspection  or  not. 
Assuming  the  Committee  not  to  be 
subject  to  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Act  the  minutes  would  not  be  open  to 
inspection.  Since  the  passing  of  the  Act 
of  1870  every  ratepayer  had  had  a  right 
to  inspect  the  minutes,  and  no  harm 
had  ensued,  but  that  right  was  now  to 
be  taken  away.  I 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  that  that  | 
was  not  the  case.  The  right  of  inspec- 
tion was  conferred  by  Section  75  of  the 
Local  Government  Act  and  Section  233 
of  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act.  The 
section  which  the  House  was  discussing 
had  nothing  to  do  with  either,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  wrong  in 
thinking  that  the  Government  were 
seeking  to  alter  the  law. 

Mr.  BRYCE  contended  that  the  House 
ought  to  be  told  positively  whether  or 
not  the  ratepayers  would  have  the  right 


of  inspecting  the  minutes  of  the  Com- 
mittee which  would  now  correspond  to 
the  School  Board.  That  right  had  been 
enjoyed  hitherto;  why  then  should  it 
now  be  taken  away  ? 

Mr.  WHITLEY  thought  the  matter 
ought  to  be  cleared  up.  The  Govern- 
ment, althongh  they  were  not  seeking 
to  alter  the  law,  were  seeking  to  alter 
the  rights  of  the  ratepayers. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG :  No. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  asked  whether  at 
present  the  ratepayers  had  not  a  right 
to  inspect  the  minute-books  of  the  educa- 
tion authority. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG :  Only  of  the 
School  Board. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  said  that  that  being 
so  by  this  Bill  the  Government  were 
ipso  foxto  depriving  the  ratepayers  of 
that  right.  How  then  could  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  not  proposing  any  alteration 
of  the  existing  state  of  things  ?  As  the 
Government  seemed  not  to  know  what 
the  law  really  was  he  suggested  that  they 
should  insert  this  Amendment,  and,  if 
it  were  found  to  be  unnecessary,  re- 
move the  superfluous  clause  in  another 
place. 

MR.  SAMUEL  EVANS  was  under- 
stood to  read  a  section  of  the  Act  of 
1888  by  which  it  was  provided  that 
Committees  need  not  report  their  pro- 
ceedings to  the  Council.  That  being  so, 
the  provisions  of  the  section  to  which 
reference  had  been  made  would  not  give 
the  right  asked  for  in  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  LOUGH  asked  why  the 
people  of  London  should  be  deprived 
of  a  right  they  had  hitherto  enjoyed  ? 
The  argument  was  that  no  exception 
should  be  made  to  the  general  law.  But 
London  was  just  a  case  in  which  excep- 
tions should  be  made,  and  departures 
from  the  general  law  were  constantly 
being  made  in  connection  with  the 
Metropolis.  He  suggested  that  the 
words  should  be  now  inserted,  and  if 
they  were  found  to  be  surplusage  they 
could  be  struck  out  in  another  place. 
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Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  could  not 
a^ree  to  put  in  these  words,  holding  the 
views  which  he  had  expressed,  but  he 
recognised  fully  that  there  was  some 
element  of  doubt  as  to  what  the  law 
exactly  was.  He  was  quite  prepared  to 
undertake  on  behalf  of  the  Government 
that  if  there  was  any  doubt  which 
would  leave  this  Committee,  in  conse- 
quence of  this  Amendment,  in  a  position 
different  from  that  occupied  by  the 
Committee  of  any  other  local  authority — 
[Cries  of  "  No,  no,"  from  the  Opposition, 
and  u  We  want  the  rights  we  now  have 
in  London.1']  Those  rights  applied 
solely  to  education  accounts,  and  if 
that  section  were  incorporated  in  this 
Bill  it  would  alter  the  law  as  to  the 
inspection  of  the  whole  of  the  accounts 
of  the  County  Council.  That  was  not 
what  hon.  Members  wanted.  It  was 
said  that  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  had 
decided  that  the  law  would  render  the 
accounts  open  to  inspection.  If  that 
was  the  case,  and  if  this  section  affected 
that  right,  he  would  undertake  on 
behalf  of  the  Government  to  propose  an 
Amendment  in  another  place  which 
would  remove  that  difficulty. 

Mr.  BRYCE  asked  whether  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  undertaking  would  go 
the  length  that,  if  it  should  be  found  that 
the  right  of  inspecting  minutes  of 
Committees  was  possessed  in  the  case 
of  municipal  boroughs,  he  would 
assimilate  the  law  to  that  relating  to 
municipal  boroughs. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG:  Certainly. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  JONES  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Arfon)  said  the  following  had 
beeen  placed  in  his  hands — 

"  As  to  vbe  minutes  of  the  Council,  the 
inspection  ha*  lieen  held  to  extend  to  the 
minutes  of  Committees  which  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Council  for  approval,  whether 
approved  or  not." 

The  question  was,  therefore,  whether 
the  minutes  of  the  education  Committee 
under  this  Bill  would  be  submitted  to 
the  County  Council ;  if  so,  they  would 
come  under  the  provision,  and  the 
public  would  have  a  right  to  inspect 
them. 

Dr.  MAONAMARA  asked  whether 
the    right  hon.    Gentleman   undertook 


that  the  present  right  of  the  rate- 
payers of  access  to  the  minutes  and 
accounts  of  the  School  Board  would  be 
perpetuated. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  thought  that  was 
rather  a  difficult  question  to  answer.  If 
it  was  perpetuated  as  it  stood,  it  would 
cover  other  ground  altogether.  He 
thought  the  ground  was  very  well  covered 
by  the  point  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Arfon  division.  If  there  was  any  limita- 
tion imposed  by  Section  82  upon  the 
rights  conferred  by  Sections  75  and  233 
of  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  the 
Government  would  take  care  that  that 
limitation  was  removed. 

Mr.  YOXALL  asked  leave  to  with- 
draw the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

♦Mr.  MANSFIELD  said  the  idea  of  the 
Amendment  he  desired  to  move  was  that 
there  should  not  be  a  fixity  of  tenure  with 
regard  to  the  managers  of  schools.  There 
was  no  provision  in  the  parent  act  in  any 
way  fixing  the  term  for  which  managers 
were  appointed.  That  managers  should 
be  periodically  re-elected  was  very  im- 
portant, as  long  terms  of  office  were  not 
conducive  to  efficiency.  He  begged  to 
move. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  4,  line  6,  at  end,  to  add  the  words 
'  (10)  The  managers  of  all  public  elementary 
schools  shall  not  be  elected  for  a  longer  period 
than  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  period 
they  shall  be  eligible  for  re-election.'  M — (Mr. 
Mansfield. ) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  the  hon. 
member  had  called  attention  to  an  un- 
doubted defect  in  the  parent  Act,  and  he 
was  prepared  to  accept  the  Amendment 
if  the  word  "  appointed  "  was  substituted 
for  "  elected  ". 

Mr.  MANSFIELD  said  he  was  quite 
prepared  to  make  the  alteration. 

Proposed  Amendment  amended  by 
leaving  out  the  word  "  elected  v  in  line  2, 
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and  inserting  the  word   "appointed." — 
(Sir  William  Anson.) 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MANSFIELD  said  the  Amend- 
ment  which  he  now  desired  to  move  pro- 
posed to  give  power  to  the  local  education 
authority  to  close  any  public  elementary 
school  which  in  their  opinion  on  the 
grounds  of  economy  or  the  inefficiency  of 
the  teaching  or  the  premises  was  unneces- 
sary. He  thought  it  was  desirable  that 
this  power  should  be  given,  even  though 
it  might  not  be  often  used.  It  certainly 
would  tend  towards  efficiency,  and 
help  to  raise  the  non-provided  schools 
to  a  higher  standard.  Many  schools 
required  a  great  deal  of  improvement; 
and  that  improvement  would  be  carried 
♦out  if  the  local  authority  had  power 
to  close  such  schools.  He  had  no 
fear  that  the  local  authority  would  use 
its  power  in  an  arbitrary  manner.  It  had 
been  pointed  out  again  and  again  in  the 
course  of  the  discussions  that  the  London 
bounty  Council  was  very  favourable  to 
voluntary  schools ;  and  if  they  had  this 
power  it  would  enable  them  to  improve 
the  standard  of  these  schools.  A  school 
•would  not  be  closed  where  it  could  be 
avoided,  because  another  school  would 
have  to  be  built.  Therefore,  there  was 
no  danger  of  the  power  being  abused.  In 
the  interests  of  efficiency  and  economy, 
he  asked  leave  to  move  his  Amendment, 
which  he  hoped  the  Government  would 
accept. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  After  the  words  last  inserted  to  insert  the 
words  '  (11)  The  local  education  authority  shall 
have  power  to  close  any  public  elementary 
school  which  in  their  opinion  is  unnecessary 
on  the  grounds  of  economy,  or  the  in- 
efficiencv  of  the  teaching  or  of  the  premises.' " 
— {Mr.  Mansfield.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 


*Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  he 
believed  that  the  Amendment  was 
unnecessary.  The  schools  would  be 
bound  to  carry  out  the  directions  of  the 
local  education  authority,  and  maintain 
a  certain  standard  of  efficiency;  and  if 
they  failed  in  that  they  would  lose 
their  right  to  be  maintained.  Further, 
the  local  education  authority    and  the 


Board  of  Education  could  determine 
whether  a  school  was  or  was  not  neces- 
sary ;  and  there  was  ample  security  not 
only  in  the  Act  of  1870,  but  in  the  Act 
of  last  year  that  the  local  authority  need 
not  maintain  any  school  which  was  not 
up  to  the  proper  standard. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  LOUGH  said  the  Amendment 
which  he  was  about  to  move  provided 
that  no  teacher  should  be  required,  as  a 
condition  of  being  appointed  or  con- 
tinuing a  teacher  in  any  school  or 
college  aided  or  maintained  by  the  local 
education  authority,  to  belong  to  any 
particular  religious  denomination,  or 
to* attend  or  abstain  from  attending 
any  place  of  religious  worship  or 
religious  observance  or  Sunday  school. 
He  thought  such  a  provision  was 
more  required  in  London  than  in 
any  other  part  of  the  country. 
The  system  of  imposing  tests  on  teachers 
was  perhaps  most  objectionable  of  all  the 
provisions  in  the  Act  of  last  year.  All 
teachers  in  elementary  schools,  whether 
voluntary  or  provided,  would  now  be 
civil  servants  ;  and  it  was  very  repugnant 
to  the  general  feeling  of  the  community 
that  any  religious  test  should  be  imposed 
upon  them.  There  was,  of  course,  no 
objection  to  a  test  as  to  the  ability  of  a 
teacher  to  discharge  his  duties ;  but  in 
London  especially  it  was  very  obnoxious 
to  the  general  feeling  that  any  test  of  a 
religious  character  should  be  applied.  A 
very  strong  feeling  existed  regarding  the 
matter;  and  he  hoped  the  Government 
would  be  able  to  remove  it. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  After  the  words  last  inserted,  to  insert  the 
words  '(11)  No  teacher  shall  be  required  as  a 
condition  of  being  appointed  or  continuing  a 
teacher  in  any  school  or  college  aided  or  main- 
tained by  the  local  education  authority  to  belong 
to  any  particular  religious  denomination,  or  to 
attend  or  abstain  from  attending  any  place  of 
religious  worship,  or  religious  observance,  or 
Sunday  school. " — (Mr.  Lough.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

♦Sib  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  he  was 
not  prepared  to  alter  the  law  as  it  now 
stood.  The  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
suggested  some    misconception    on  the 
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matter.  There  was  at  present  only  one 
sort  of  teacher  who  in  certain  circum- 
stances was  subjected  to  any  kind  of 
test,  and  that  was  the  head  teacher  of  a 
school  the  trust  deed  of  which  required 
that  the  teachers  should  be  members  of 
a  particular  Church.  The  House 
decided  that  where  there  was  such  a 
trust  deed  the  deed  should  not  be  inter- 
fered with,  so  far  as  the  head  teacher 
was  concerned.  The  Act  of  last  year, 
however,  left  it  open  to  the  managers  to 
appoint  the  other  teachers  from  persons 
of  any  denomination.  The  Government 
could  not  go  further  than  that.  The 
manager  who  wanted  a  teacher  of  a 
particular  sort  could  not  be  prevented 
from  ascertaining  in  one  way  o»* 
another  which  candidate  was  most 
likely  to  give  the  teaching  required. 
1(  the  teacher  was  considered  unsuitable 
on  educational  grounds  the  local  edu- 
cation authority  could,  under  last  year's 
Act,  refuse  to  ratify  the  appointment,  so 
that  security  was  taken  for  the  teacher's 
efficiency.  With  regard  to  the  proposal 
that  the  teacher  should  not  be  required 
to  attend  any  place  of  religious  worship 
or  observance,  he  would  remind  the 
House  that  last  autumn  they  discussed 
for  some  time  the  question  whether  they 
should  put  into  the  Bill  provisions 
which  would  make  it  impossible  for  the 
teacher  to  do  any  work  or  enter  into 
obligation  outside  his  teaching  duti  s. 
The  House  was  then  satisfied  that  pro- 
visions of  that  nature  should  be  inserted 
in  the  Code.  The  undertaking  he  gave 
to  the  House  was  carried  out,  and  there 
was  now  a  provision  in  the  Code  stating 
that  every  engagement  of  a  teacher 
must  contain  the  1  olio  wing  clause  — 

"  A  teacher  shall  not  be  required  to  perform 
or  abstain  from  performing  any  duty  outside 
the  ordinary  school  houia  or  unconnected 
with  the  ordinary  work  of  the  school.'' 

Therefore  a  teacher  could  be  under  no 
obligation  to  his  managers  to  attend 
a  place  of  religious  observance  or  a 
Sunday  school. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  he  did  not  at  all 
agree  with  the  view  presented  by  the 
hon.  Baronet  on  this  question.  The 
hon.  Baronet  put  it  as  if  under  the  Act 
of  last  year  all  teacherships  were  thrown 
open,  and  no  test  could  be  applied  except 
in  the  case  of  a  trust  deed  requiring  the 

Sir  William  Anson.    . 


head  teacher  to  be  a  member  of  a  par- 
ticular religious  denomination.  But 
what  the  Act  of  last  year  really  said  waa 
that  in  non- provided  schools  assistant 
teachers  and  pupil  teachers  might  be 
appointed,  if  it  were  thought  fit,  without 
reference  to  their  religious  denomination. 
That  left  all  teachers  subject  to  tests  at 
the  option  of  the  managers.  The  only 
effective  way  to  deal  with  tests  was  to 
adopt  the  plan  employed  in  the  Act  of 
1871,  which  forbade  any  tests  in  the 
Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge, 
This  was  a  very  great  grievance.  It  was 
a  monstrous  proposition,  and  inconsis- 
tent with  the  free  institutions  under 
which  they  claimed  to  live,  that  these 
sectarian  tests  should  be  imposed  on  a 
body  of  public  servants.  A  large  num- 
ber of  managers  of  denominational 
schools  were  pledged  to  support  and 
maintain  sectarianism  ;  and,  therefore, 
they  would  feel  bound  to  impose  sectarian 
tests.  The  only  dispensation  given  was 
the  paltry  provision  by  which  assistant 
teachers  and  pupil  teachers  might  be 
relieved  from  such  a  restriction.  To 
his  mind,  so  far  from  this  being  a  small 
grievance,  it  was  a  small  exemption,  all 
the  rest  being  grievances.  Nothing 
would  satisfy  those  who  strongly  objected 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  last  year 
except  the  throwing  open  of  all  teacher- 
ships  without  their  being  subject  to  any 
religious  test  whatever.  Previously,  the 
voluntary  scho  Is  were  supported,  to 
some  extent  at  least,  by  members  of  a 
particular  religious  denomination ;  but 
now  they  were  all  public  schools,  and 
the 'teachers  were  just  as  much  public 
servants  as  the  members  of  any  other 
branch  of  the  public  service.  Under 
those  circumstances,  it  was  monstroua 
that  a  sectarian  test  should  be  imposed 
on  a  large  body  of  public  servants.  His 
hon.  friend  did  well  in  moving  his 
Amendment,  and  he  hoped  he  had 
succeeded  in  explaining  to  the  Parlia- 
mentary Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation the  ground  and  nature  of  the 
grievance. 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITE  (Norfolk,  N.  W.) 
said  he  thought  the  House  would  be 
surprised  at  the  manner  in  which  the 
Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Education  had  dealt  with  the  Amend- 
ment.     As    the    Bill   only    applied    to 
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London,  the  Amendment  raised  a  smaller 
question  than  that  connected  with  the 
Bill  of  last  year ;  but  the  hon.  Baronet 
must  be  aware  that  no  part  of  the  Act 
of  last  year  was  more  resented  through- 
out the  country  that  the  imposition  of 
tests  on  teachers.     He  was,   therefore, 
very   much  surprised  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  propose  to   perpetuate  so 
great  an  injustice  which,  to  the  credit  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,    was   not  de- 
fended by  them.     Formerly,  the  volun- 
tary schools  were  supported  to  the  extent 
of   one  third    by  private  subscriptions ; 
but  now  they   were  maintained  solely 
from  public  funds.     He  would  ask  the 
Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Education  to  justify  a   position   which 
precluded   a   head  teacher    from    being 
appointed  unless  he  were  a  member  of 
the    Ghurch    of   England.      That     was 
practically  the  position.     There  might  be 
cases  in  which   broad-minded  clergymen 
would  appoint  teachers  who   were   not 
members  of  the  Church  of  England  ;  but 
he  was  quite  sure  that  there  would  not 
be    very    many    under   the    permissive 
clause  proposed  in  the  Bill.     He  knew  of 
instances  where  Nonconformist  teachers 
in  such  schools  were  called  upon  lo  con- 
form to  the  dootrines  of  the  Church  of 
England  or  to  quit.     He  knew  of  two 
such  cases  already.  Only  a  day  or  two  ago 
there  was  an  advertisement  in  Tlie  School- 
mader  which  clearly  showed  that  even  the 
provision  of  the  Act  of  last  year  was  not 
being  complied  with.  Teachers  were  adver- 
tised for  who  were  expected  to  discharge 
extraneous  duties,  such  as  superintending 
Sunday  schools,  keeping  order  in  church, 
and  matters  of  that  kind.    He  protested 
against    such    an     injustice    being   per- 
petuated.    Nothing  caused  more  resent- 
ment and  more  opposition  to  the  Act  of 
last  year  than  the  imposition  of  tests  on 
te.jchers;  and  that  it  should  be  carried 
into  the  Metropolis  showed  a  great  want 
of  foresight  and  prudence  on  the  part  of 
the  Government.     He  could  assure  the 
hon.  Gentleman   that    he   was  bringing 
into  London  a  condition  of  things  which 
he   would    be    sorry   for    before    many 
months    were    over.       He    would    ask 
whether    any    hon.    Gentleman     could 
justify  the  position  that  public  servants 
paid  entirely  out  of  public  funds  should 
be  prevented  from  reaching  the  highest 
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point  in  their  profession,  and,  in  many 
cases,  from  entering  the  profession  at  all, 
because  they  belonged  to  a  certain  Church. 
This  was  a  principle  that  existed  in  the 
country  generations  ago,  but  it  had 
remained  for  the  present  Government  to- 
perpetuate  it  in  this  new  Act.  It  was  a 
principle  which  he  was  sure  no  fair- 
minded  man  would  get  up  to  defend. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  agreed 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  North-West 
Norfolk  in  regard  to  the  gravity  of  the 
question  in  the  public  mind.  It  had 
deeply  stirred  hundreds  of  thousands,  he 
might  say  millions,  of  people  in  the 
country.  He  did  not  think  the  Parlia- 
mentary Secretary  had  treated  it  with 
sufficient  seriousness.  He  would  give  a 
concrete  case  which,  he  thought,  was 
only  one  out  of  thousands  that  could  be 
quoted  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 
Take  a  parish  school  in  which  ninety  in 
100  were  Nonconformists.  Probably  the 
other  ten  might  be  the  children  of 
parents  who  were  members  of  the 
Church  of  England.  In  that  school  the 
headmaster  must  be  a  communicant  of 
the  Church  of  the  minority  in  the  parish. 
It  was  true  that  the  County  Council 
could  make  Nonconformists  pupil 
teachers,  but  when  they  went  beyond 
the  stage  of  pupil  teachers  the  largest 
promotion  they  could  receive  was  to  the 
position  of  assistant  teachers.  They 
knew  perfectly  well  that  they  could  not 
be  head  teachers  in  their  own  parish 
school.  That  was  a  monstrous  system. 
It  was  imposing  a  disqualification  on 
good  and  loyal  citizens.  Practically  all 
the  farmers  in  the  parish  were  Non- 
conformists. 

Mr.  WHITMORE  said  this  was  a 
London  Bill. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  there 
were  many  cases  in  London  of  a  similar 
character.  He  was  discussing  the  prin- 
ciple. If  hon.  Members  opposite  gave 
up  the  case  with  regard  to  the  country 
he  would  have  no  more  to  say. 

Mr.  WHITMORE  said  he  thought  the 
hon.  Member's  argument  was  addressed 
to  the  case  of  this  particular  Bill.  There 
were  no  farmers  in  London  and  the 
provisions  of  this  clause  could  only  apply 
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to  the  voluntary  schools  in  London.    He 
did  not  think  the  objections  the  hon. 
Member  was  raising  to  the  principle  of 
the  Act  of  last   year  were  applicable  to  I 
*his  Bill. 

Mil  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  thought  | 
the  hon.  Member  was  wrong  as  to  there 
being  no  farmers  in  London ;  at  any 
rate  the  Agricultural  Rating  Act  applied 
to  London.  This  was  a  Bill  to  adapt  I 
and  extend  the  Act  of  last  year  to 
London.  The  principle  was  in  the  Bill 
•of  last  year  and  if  the  hon.  Member  for  I 
Chelsea  regretted  and  apologised  fori 
supporting  that  Bill  he  was  prepared  to 
give  that  up.  There  were  denomina- 
tional schools  in  London  to  which 
children  went  very  often,  not  so  much 
because  their  parents  were  communicants 
of  that  particular  Church  but  because 
there  was  no  other  school  convenient. 
There  were  many  districts  in  London 
where  children  of  a  tender  age  must  go  to 
the  voluntary  school  because  it  was  the 
only  one  within  reasonable  reach.  Why 
should  a  privilege  which  was  given  to 
the  children  of  one  class  of  ratepayers  be 
denied  to  the  children  of  another 
class?  It  was  a  perfectly  monstrous 
principle  which  was  only  applied  to 
this  branch  of  the  Civil  Service.  The 
whole  of  the  salaries,  speaking  roughly, 
in  the  voluntary  schools  of  this  country, 
amounted  to  £3,600,000.  These  salaries 
were  paid  by  the  State.  Why  should 
the  State  that  employed  these  teachers 
draw  a  distinction  between  one  man  and 
■another  simply  on  account  of  creed  1 
He  was  not  surprised  that  there  were 
millions  of  people  who  resented  it  as  an 
insult  to  their  religious  faith.  Did  the 
hon.  Gentleman  approve  of  this  sort  of 
advertisement  1 — 

"  Wanted,  mistres«,  trained  and  certificated, 
must  be  confirmed,  and  communicant ;  require 
to  attend  Sunday  school  alternate  Sundays, 
and  every  Sunday  keep  order  among  children 
in  the  church.  Salary  to  he  arranged  in  con- 
sultation with  the  County  authorities." 

That  salary  would  be  paid  by  the  County 
authorities  out  of  the  rates  and  money 
received  from  the  Imperial  Exchequer 
for  the  purpose  of  assisting  a  sectarian 
school,  and  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
order  in  the  church  of  one  denomina- 
tion. The  test  was  that  no  one  had  a 
right  to  apply  except  a  communicant  in 
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a  particular  Church.  This  Amendment 
would  make  it  clear  that  the  Legislature 
disapproved  of  that,  and  considered  it 
grossly  unfair.  He  would  not  say  unfair 
merely  to  the  teachers  who  were  ruled 
out,  but  unfair  to  the  school  itself, 
because,  in  the  appointment  of  teachers, 
there  ought  to  be  the  widest  range  or 
selection.  There  were  1,200  voluntary 
school  appointments  in  London,  and  the 
whole  of  these  were  confined  to  men 
and  women  of  one  sect,  although  every- 
body contributed  to  the  Treasury  out  of 
which  they  were  paid.  It  was  wrong  in 
principle,  and  unfair  to  the  children 
and  the  teachers.  He  thought  the 
House  of  Commons  ought  to  express  its 
disapproval  of  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 


Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  this  was  a 
great  question  of  public  policy.  There 
were  in  London  1,200  public  servants  in 
voluntary  schools,  every  farthing  of  whose 
salaries  was  paid  for  out  of  rates  and 
taxes.  In  the  past  they  had  been  paid 
partly  by  private  and  charitable  contri- 
butions, and  that  might  be  regarded  as  a 
good  reason  for  superimposing  on  their 
other  qualifications  something  in  the 
nature  of  a  religious  test.  Who  was  to 
settle  the  qualifications  for  those  teachers  1 
Would  the  hon.  Member  for  Chelsea  say 
that  any  private  agency,  religious  or 
otherwise,  had  any  right  to  superimpose 
any  special  qualification  over  and  above 
that  demanded  by  the  authority  which 
found  the  money  1  This  thing  could  not 
be  maintained.  Of  course  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  Greenwich  would  at  once 
turn  round  and  ask — What  are  we  to  do 
for  religious  instruction  1  If  religious 
instruction  had  to  depend  on  religious 
tests  imposed  on  public  servants  paid  out 
of  public  funds,  it  was  resting  on  a  very 
rotten  foundation.  Teachers  were  only 
human,  and  nothing  undermined  their 
probity  and  independence  like  denomina- 
tional tests.  He  should  be  the  last  man 
to  say  anything  disparaging  of  them,  but 
religious  tests  were  a  premium  on 
hypocrisy.  Those  who  desired  the  con- 
tinuance of  a  particular  form  of  religious 
instruction  were  ill  serving  their  purpose 
when  they  imposed  tests  on  public  ser- 
vants. He  knew  dozens  of  cases  in  which, 
in  order  to  secure  appointments  in 
denominational  schools,  head  teachers 
had  changed  their  religion — as  any  human 
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being  would  do  who  had  considerable 
obligations  resting  on  him.  He  did  not 
put  teachers  on  a  higher  platform  than 
the  public  generally.  Those  who  desired 
for  tneir  children  the  religious  instruction 
of  a  particular  denomination  must 
.find  other  means  of  giving  it  than  through 
public  servants  on  whom  religious  tests 
Tfere  imposed. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS  said  if  the 
Government  desired  to  make  this  Bill 
vork  smoothly  it  would  be  wise  to  have 
regard  to  the  position  which  had  been 
rendered  perfectly  plain  by  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  country.  Appeals  had  been 
made  to  the  other  side  to  get  up  and 
•defend  this  monstrous  proposal,  but  hon. 
Members  could  not  do  it.  He  would  put 
the  case  from  the  point  of  view  of 
'expediency.  Suppose  a  man  who  was  a 
ratepayer  in  London  applied  for  a  position 
as  head  teacher  in  London,  and  he  was 
informed  that  he  could  only  get  the 
appointment  if  he  was  a  communicant  of 
the  Church  of  England  and  was  willing 


to  work  in  the  Sunday  school,  but  that 
otherwise  he  could  not.  That  teacher 
might  say,  "  If  these  positions  are  refused 
to  me,  I  refuse  to  pay  my  rates."  If  the 
Government  would  abolish  religious  tests 
as  they  were  now  asked  to  do  they  would 
sweep  away  a  great  deal  of  the  opposition 
to  the  Bill,  and  there  would  be  a  better 
prospect  of  its  working  smoothly. 

Mr.  MOON  (St.  Pancras,  N.)  said  hon. 
Members  opposite  had  pressed  for  a 
reply  to  the  question  why  head  teacher- 
ships  in  voluntary  schools  should  be 
reserved  to  those  professing  a  particular 
creed.  He  thought  they  in  return  might 
be  asked  the  question  whether  they  aid 
not  think  that  some  reasonable  compensa- 
tion should  not  be  given  to  those  who 
provided  the  fabrics. 


Question  putt 

The    House  divided  :  Ayes,  88 
173.    (Division  List  No.  172.) 


Noes, 


-Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Allan  Charles  P.  (Glouc.  Stroud 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Beaumont,  Wentworth,  C.  B. 
Black,  Alexander  William 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brown,  George  M.  {Edinburgh 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell-Bannerman,    Sir  H 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
■Cawley,  Frederick 
•Cremer,  William  Randal 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davie*,  Alfred  [Carmarthen) 
Dewar,  JohnA.  (7?iyeme.9.v-*Atre 
Dilke,    Rt.   Hon.   Sir  Charles 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  {Lanark) 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Edwards,  Frank 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Kminott,  Alfred 
Evans,  Saml.  T.  {Glamorgan) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Lexth 
Foster,Sir  Michael  (Lond.  Univ 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Furness,  Sir  Christopher 
Ooddard,  Daniel  Ford 


AYES. 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gordon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Harmsworth   R.  Leicester 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale 
Hobhouse,C.  E.  H.  (Bristol,  E.) 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutchinson,  Dr.  CharlesFredk. 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
M&cnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M'Laren,  Sir  Chas  Benjamin 
Mansfield,  Horace  Kendall 
Mark  ham,  Arthur  Basil 
Morgan ,  J .  Lloyd  ( Carmarthen) 
Moultou,  George  Fletcher 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Partington,  Oswald 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 


Roberts,  John  Brvn  (Bifion) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigh*.) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Runciman,  Walter 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick,  B.) 
Shipimn,  Dr.  Jonn  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Soaree,  Ernest  J. 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.(Radclijfe) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  E. 
Thomas,  DavidAlf  red(Merthyr 
Tomkinacn,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
Whitley  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wilson,  fc.W.  (Norfolk,  Mid) 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (York,  W.  B.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Woodhouse,SirJT(#?/drfer*/W 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes  — 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  William  M' Arthur. 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  0. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John 


NOES. 

Aubrey-Fletcher,  Rt.  Hn.  SirH. 
Bagot,  Capt.  Joeceline  FitiRoy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 


Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Man'r 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Balfour.  Kenneth  R.  (Christch 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
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Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bigwood,  James 
Bill,  Charles 
BlunUeU,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 

Bowie8,U-CoLfl  ^.{Middlesex 
Braaseyt  Albert 
Bull,  william  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Batcher.  John  George 
Campbell,  J .  H.  M .  {Dublin  Univ 
C&utiey,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  Vr.  C.  VV.  (Derbyshire 
Cayater,  Sir  Charles  WilHam 
Cecil.  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain, Kt  Hon  J  (Birm 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hn.  J  A  (Wore 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Collinffs,  Right  Hon.  Jesse 
ColomD,  Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw  H.  Athole 
Cor,  Irwin  Edwd.  Bainbridge 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow} 
Cross.  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Crissley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Cust,  Henry  John  C 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Denny,  Colonel 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Doiurla*,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Doxford,  Sir  Wm.  Theodore 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fergusson,Rt  Hn.Sir  J.(Man'r 
Fielclen.  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch.  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  P.  S.  (Warwick,  S.W. 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gordoo.Hn.J.E.(#fcnn  <k  Nrn 
Gordon,MajEvan8(rri/«»H/,te 
Gore.HnG.  R.C.Ormsby  (Salop 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,SirE.W.(5t/ry  St.  Ed. 
Greene,  W.  Raymond    (Oambs 
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Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Hamilton,  Rt  Hn  Ld.Q.(Midz 
Hardy, Laurence  (Kent,Ashfd 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Heath,  James  (Stafford* N.  W.) 
Henderson,  Sir  Alexander 
Hogg.  Lindsay 

Howard,  Jn.  (Kent,  Faver'h'm 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnstone,  Heywood 
Kenyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  (Denbigh 
Keuyon-Slaney,  Col.  vf.  [Salop 
Kerr,  John 
Keswick,  William 
Kilbride,  Dents 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lambton,  Hon.  Fredk.  Win. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool 
Lawson,  J  ohn  Gran  t  ( York*,  NB 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,  Frederick  N.S 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lockwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  Chas.  W.  (Evesham 
Long.RtHn.  Walter  (i*rt>*o/,S) 
Lowther,  G.iCumb.  Eskdale) 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft 
Lnca?,Reginalo  J.  (Portsmouth 
Lvttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maconoohie,  A.  W. 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
Majendie.  Jamee  A.  H. 
Massey-Main  wa  riog,Hn.  W.  F. 
Meysey-Thompaon,  Sir  H.  M. 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Monta>iU,Hon.J.Scott(//aw&.) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
MorgHn,I)*vidJ(  Walthamstmr 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thsh.) 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  RtHnA.GFahain(ZJ!/te 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Mvers,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
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Nolan,  Col.  JohnP.  (Galway,N- 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Satiebwy) 
Pease,  Herbert  Pike(  Darltngt  'w 
Percy,  Earl 

Pilkincton,  Colonel  Richard 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Ratcliff,  R.  F. 
Reid,  Jamee  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  Jas.  Farquhar 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Ren  wick,  George 
Ridley,  S.  F.  (Bethnal  Green) 
Robert*,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  H.  (Hackney) 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Sackvillo,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopfurd- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton(LijM?o/n> 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Bowiord) 
Smith,  Abel H.  (Hertford \East 
Smith,  H  C(North'mb.  Tyneside 
Smith ,  Jame*Parker(Z,rt  warA*.  > 
Smith, Hon.  W.  F.  1).  (Strand} 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  MTaggart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  Jn.  M. 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Toll>ot,RtHnJ.G(Oj/otY*tf«ttr. 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walker,   Col.   William  Hall 
Walrond,Rt.Hn.SirWilliamH. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Webb, Colonel  William  George 
Welby.Lt-^ol.A.C.  K(7aunton 
Welby,  Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (NoUs\ 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  Lloyd 
Win  tele  v,H  (Ashton  und.Lyne 
Whit  more,  Charles  Algernon 
Wi  Hough  by  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  \  York,E.  B. 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn  K.R.(Bath) 
Wortley,Rt.Hon.C.  H.  Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Tellers  for  the  Noks— 
Mr.  Anstruther  and  Mr. 
Fellowes. 


Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  wished 
to  move  the  Amendment  standing  in 
the  name  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Morley. 
He  thought  it  was  a  perfectly  fair  pro- 
position, and  he  could  not  see  how 
anyone  could  complain  of  it.  He  begged 
to  move — 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"After  the  words  last  inserted,  to  insert  the 
words, '  (10)  In  every  school  for  education  other 
than  elementary  aided  by  the  local  authority  the 
authority  shall  be  represented  on  the  governing 
body  in  such  proportion  as  will,  as  nearly  as 


may  be,  correspond   to  the   proportion  whic 
the  aid  given  bears  to  the  income  from  all  other 
sources.' " — (Mr.  Lloyd-tteorye.) 


Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  that  if 
a  secondary  school  desired  the  assist- 
ance of  the  local  educational  authority, 
the  local  education  authority  were  not 
bound  to  give  it  anything,  but  they 
might  say  they  would  give  so  much  and 
would,  as  a  condition  of  the  grant,  have 


805 


London 


{15  July  1903} 


Education  Bill. 


806 


such  and  such  representation  on  the 
governing  body.  It  was  better  to  leave 
the  local  education  authority  to  make  its 
own  terms,  because  the  school  must 
accept  those  terms  if  it  wanted  the 
money.  The  hon.  Member's  Amendment 
might  perhaps  force  on  the  local  author- 


ity   a    representation 
inconvenient. 

Question  put. 


which    might    be 


The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  66  ;  Noes, 
152.     (Division  List  No.  173.) 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Allen,  Chas.  P.  (Glos. ,  Stroud) 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
.Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Black,  Alexauder  William 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Broadhurst.  Henry 
Caldwell,  James 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Oemer,  William  Randal 
Crooks,  William 
Davies,  Alfred  [Carmarthen) 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Edwards,  Frank 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Fen  wick,  Charles 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
<xoddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
•Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hayne,  Rt.Hn.  Charles  Seale- 
Hutchinson,  Dr.  Charles  Fredk. 


AYES. 

Jones,  William  (CarnaroonsJi. 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,  Sir  W  ilfrid  (Comxoall 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lough,  Thomas 
Macnamarat  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M'Laren,  Sir  Charles   Benj. 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  {Carmarthen 
Phihpps,  John  Wynford 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
Rickett.  J.  Compton 
Robert*,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rose,  Charle-  Day 
Runciman,  Walter 
Samuel,  Herbt.  L.  (Cleveland) 


Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Stafford) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  {Forfarshire) 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  {Eadcliffe) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  A.  (Carmarthen,  B.) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wilson,  F.W.  (Norfolkjiid) 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (Yorh,  W.  B.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes-— 
Mr.  Lloyd-George  and  Mr. 
Samuel  Evans. 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-Fletcher,Rt.Hn.SirH. 
Bagot,  Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bauey.  James  ( W a1  worth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balfour,Rt.  Hon.  A.J. (MancKr 
Balfour,  Cant.  C.  B.  (Hornsey) 
B*lfour,RtHnGeraldW.(Z,mfr 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bigwood,  James 
Bifl,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 

Bowles,Lt .  -Col.  H.  F(  Middlesex 
Brassey,  Albert 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campbell,  J.  H.  M.  (Dublin  Univ 
Cautley?  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish ,  V .  (J.  WT .  ( Derbyshire 
•Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt  Hon  J  (Birm 
Chamberlain.RtHn.  J.  A.(  Wore 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hn.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Collings.  Right  Hon.  Jesse 
•  Colom  b,Sir  JohnCharlesReady 


NOES. 

Colston,  Chas.  Edw  H.  Athole 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Denny,  Colonel 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,Sir  William  Theodore 
Elliot,  Hon  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fergnsson,RtHn.SirJ.  (MancW 
Field  en,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  P.  S.  (Warwick,  S.W. 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gordon,MajEvauB-(  T  r  IT  inlets 
Gore,Hn  GR.C.Ormsby-(5a/op 
Gray,  Ernest  (  WeM  Ham) 
Greene,SirE  W (B rySEdrtfnds 
Greene,  W.  Raymond   (Cambe 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Ham  i  lton,Rt  Hn  LordG(  MidiVx 
Hardy,  Laurence  (KenttAshfd 
Hare.  Thomas  Leigh 
Heath  .James  (Sta  fords.  N.  W. 


Hogg,  Lindsay 

Howard,  John  (KentFaversham 
J  esse  1,  Cap  tain  HerbertMerton 
Kenyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  (Denbigh 
Kerr,  John 
Keswick,  William 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lambton,  Hon. Frederick  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawson,  JohnGrant(  Yorks.N.R 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,Frederick  N.S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lock  wood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  Charles  W.  (Evesham 
Long,Rt.Hon.Walter(£ro*o/,,S 
Lowther,  C.  (Cuinb.  Eskdale) 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lucas,ReginaldJ.  (Portsmouth) 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Mdcdona,  John  Cumming 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Massey-Mainwaring,Hon  W.  F. 
Meysey-Thompsou,  Sir  H.  M. 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu,  Hon .  J .  Scott  (Hants. 
Morgan,DavidJ.(  WalthamsVw 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thsh.) 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  Will'am  Arthur 
Murray,  Rt.  HnA.Graham(2?wf  e 
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Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 

Nicholson,  William  Graham 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  S.) 

Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 

Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 

Percy,  Earl 

Pilkington,  Colonel  Richard 

Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 

Pretyman,  Ernest  George 

Pryce- Jones,  Li.-CoL  Edward 

Purvis,  Robert 

Randies,  John  8. 

Ratcliff,  R.  F. 

Reid,  James  {Greenock) 

Remnant,  Jamas  Farquharson 

Renwick,  George 

Ridley,S.  Forde(BethnalGreen) 


{COMMONS} 

Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  H.  (Hackney) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Abei-H.  (Hertjord,  East 
Smith,H.C(Aror*A'md,  Tyneside 
Stnith,Janies  Parker  (Lanark* 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G(Oa;rrf  Univ 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walker,  Col.  William  Hall 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Wm.  H. 
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Warde,  Coloael  C.  E. 
Webb,  Colonel  William  George 
Welby,  Lt-CoL  A.C.  E(Taunton 
Welby,SirCharlesG.  E.(Notts.  > 
W  hiteley  ,H.  ( A  shton-und-Lyne 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley(  York,  E.R. 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Anstruthe**  and  Mr. 
Fellowes. 


Mr.    LOUGH  said  he  regarded  the 
Amendment  which  he  now  proposed  to 
move  as  of  great  importance.    It  dealt 
with  the  supplying  of  school  places  for 
all  grades  of  education ;  and  he  parti- 
cularly desired  to  raise  the  question  of 
education    other   than  elementary.    In 
Section  16  of  the  Act  of  last  year  it  was 
provided    that   if    the    local    education 
authority  did   not    provide  a  sufficient 
number  of  places  for  elementary  educa- 
tion the  Board  of  Education  should  be 
empowered  to  provide  them.     Therefore, 
he   would    not  press  the   matter   with 
regard  to  elementary  education ;  but  it 
was  a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance 
as  regarded  secondary  education,  as  the 
demands  of  education  were  increasing 
every  day.    The  School  Board  had  had 
great  difficulty  in  the  matter  owing  to 
the    Cockerton    judgment ;     and     the 
object  of  his  Amendment  was  to  provide 
machinery  for,   so   to  speak,    "manda- 
musing  "  the  local  education  authority 
in  connection  with  higher  grade  educa- 
tion.    He  believed  such  a  provision  was 
more    necessary    in    London    than    in 
any      other     part    of     the     Kingdom. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  whole  of 
his  Amendment  was  necessary  or  whether  j 
better   words   might   not  be  suggested ; 
but  the  matter  was  one  of  the  greatest 
importance,   and  he   hoped   they  would 
obtain  satisfaction  from  the  Government 
in  connection  with  it.       t 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

**  After  the  words  last  inserted,  to  insert  the 
words,  *  (11)  if  at  any  time  after  the  expiration 
of  one  year  from  the  commencement  of  this  Act 
it  is  represented  to  the  Board  of  Education 
that  there  is  in  any  district  an  insufficient 
amount  of  school  accommodation  under  public 
management  for  any  grade  of  education,  and 


the  Board  of  Education  are  satisfied  after 
inquiry  that  such  is  the  case,  the  Board  of 
Education  shall  direct  the  deficiency  to  he 
supplied  in  manner  provided  by  Section  sixteen 
of  the  principal  Act' "— (Mr.  Lough.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  must  know  that  he  was 
very  fully  alive  to  the  needs  of  London 
in  respect  of  secondary  education,  but 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
appeared  to  him  to  be  impracticable.  It 
was  perfectly  easy  to  say  whether  there 
was  or  was  not  a  proper  supply  of  school 
places  for  elementary  education;  but 
secondary  education,  unlike  elementary 
education,  was  not  compulsory  ;  and  the 
means  of  obtaining  secondary  education 
were  extremely  varied.  In  one  particular 
area  a  different  kind  of  secondary  educa- 
tion might  be  desired  to  that  in  another,, 
and  the  Board  of  Education  would  have 
to  undertake  an  elaborate  course  of  in- 
spection and  inquiry,  at  the  end  of  which 
it  would  probably  have  no  material  at  its 
disposal  to  justify  it  in  putting  compul- 
sion on  the  local  authority.  The  local 
authority  wonld  be  better  able  to  know 
the  needs  of  any  particular  locality  than 
the  Board  of  Education,  and  he  would 
ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  not  to  compel 
the  Board  of  Education  to  put  any  such 
compulsion  on  the  local  education 
authority. 

MR.  J.  H.  LEWIS  said  when  the 
principal  Act  was  under  discussion 
it  was  pointed  out  over  and  over  again 
that  unless  something  mandatory  was 
done  the  local  authority  would  not  do 
their  duty  in  regard  to  secondary  educa- 
tion, as   their  time  would  be   occupied 


809 


London 


{15  July  1903} 


Education  Bill 


810 


with  the  details  of  elementary  education. 
Those  prophecies  had  been  borne  out  by 
the  facts,  as  practically  nothing  in  the 
direction  of  secondary  education  had 
been  done,  and  there  was  no  prospect  of 
anything  substantial  being  done  for 
some  time  to  come.  Secondary  educa- 
tion was  the  crying  need  of  the  country  ; 
its  proper  organisation  was  even  more 
important  than  that  of  elementary 
education,  and  the  Amendment  would 
ensure  something,  at  any  rate,  being 
done  in  the  right  direction.  The  hon. 
Baronet  had  raised  unnecessary  difficul- 
ties. The  Amendment  could  do  no  harm, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  might  be 
the  means  of  promoting  one  of  the  most 
important  branches  of  education  which 


at  present,  in  consequence  of  the  pressure 
of  other  duties,  was  only  too  likely  to  be 
neglected. 

Mr.  SAMUEL1JEVANS  pointed  out 
that  higher  education  now  included,  it* 
addition  to  technical  education,  such 
matters  as  the  training  of  pupil  teachers 
and  the  provision  of  evening  continua- 
tion and  higher  grade  schools.  It  was, 
therefore,  very  desirable  that  some 
mandatory  provision  should  be  inserted 
in  the  Bill. 

Question  put. 


The  House  divided : — Ayes,  65 ;  Noesr 
137.     (Division  List  No.  174). 


Abraham,  William  (Bhondda) 

Alien,  Chas.  P.  (Glos.  t  Stroud) 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Bryce,  Right  Hon.  James 

Caldwell.  James 

Causton,  Richard  Knight 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Crooks,  William 

Davies,  Alfred  {Carmarthen) 

Dilke,    Rt.    Hon.   Sir  Charles 

Duncan,  J.  Hastings 

Edwards,  Frank 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Evans,  Saml.  T.  {Glamorgan) 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 


AYES. 

Hayne,  Rt.Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hutchinson,Dr.  CharlesFredk. 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
Law  son,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Macnamara    Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
MXaren,  Sir  Charles   Benj. 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Bifion) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigh*.) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rose,  Charles  Day 


Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland), 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Stafford) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Taylor,Theodore  C.  (Radcliffey 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  A.  (Carmarthen,  B.) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyry 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philip* 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
Whitley  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wilson,  fr.W.  (Norfolk,  Mid} 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (York,  W.  B.} 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mia) 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Lough  and  Mr. 
Herbert  Lewis. 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-Fletcher,  Rt.  Hn.SirH. 
Bagot,  Capt.  Josceline  Fitzroy 
bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Rain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Ralfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Man'r 
Ralfour,CaptainC.  B.  (Honisey) 
Bliownagpree.  Sir  M.  M. 
Bigwood,   James 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond.  Edward 

Bo  wles,Lt.  -Col.  H.  F  (Middlesex 
Bras.se v,  Albert 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher.  John  George 
OimpbeU  J. H.M.(DublinUmv 
Ciutley,  Henry  Strother 


NOES. 

Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbysh. 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain.  Rt  Hon  J  (Birm 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hn.J  A  (Wore 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrimrton,  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,SirJohnCharles  Ready 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Cross,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cross  ley,  Rt.  lion.  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  George  Demson  (York) 
Fergus9on,Rt.Hn.SirJ.(3/awV 


Fielden,  Edward  Brock lehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hn.  George  H. 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,PhilipS.(  Warwick.S.  W 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
jkdlowav,  William  Johnson 
Gordon, Maj  Evani  (Tr.  Emits 
Gore,HnG.  R.  C.Ormsby-(<i>a/op 
Gray,  Ernest  ( West  Ham) 
Greene,Sir  E.  W.  (Bury  SUEd. ) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-  (Combs 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hamilton,RtHnLordG.  (Midx 
Hardy,  Laurence  (Kent,Ashfd 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Heath,  James  (Staffs.,  N.  W.) 
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Hogg,  Lindsay 

Howard,  Jno  [Kent,  Faver'hn 
Kemp,  Lieut. -Colonel  George 
Kenyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  (Denbigh 
JCerr,  John 
Keswick,  William 
Knowlea,  Lees 
Lambton,  Hon.  Fredk.  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawson,  JohnGrant(  York*.  NR 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leve8on«Gower,Frederick  N .  S. 
Xockwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Xoder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  Chas.  W.  (Evesham 
Long,RtHn.Walter(Brw<o/,^ 
Lowtiier,  C.  (Cutnb.  Eskdale) 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowsto/t) 
Lucas,Reginald.  J  (Portsmouth) 
Macdona,  John  dimming 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
Majendie.  James  A.  H. 
"Massey-Mainwaring,Hn.  W.  F. 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mflvain,  Thomas 


{COMMONS} 

Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (WaWiamstow) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.(Monm'thsh.) 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,KtHn  A.  Graham  (2?«/e 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Nolan,Col.JohnP.  (Galway,N. ) 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Percy,  Earl 

Pilkington,  Colonel  Richard 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Pretyman,  Ernest  Georce 
Pryoe-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis.  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Ratcliff,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renwick,  George 
Ridley,  S.  F.  (Bethnal  Green) 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  H.  (Hackney) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
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Sinclair,  Loui*  (Romford) 
Smith,Aliel  B.(Hertford,Eas1) 
Smith,  H  C(North'mb.  Tynesidt 
Smith,Jamesl>arker(Xa;)arA.ar. 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Lord   (Lanes.) 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  Jno.  M. 
Talbot, Rt. Hn. J.G  (OxfdUnio 
Tomlin;on,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Valentia,  Viacount 
Walker,  Col.  William  Hall 
Walrond,KtHn.SirWiliiamrL 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Webb,Colonel  William  George 
Welby,  Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (Notob 
Whiteley,H  (Ashton-iuul-Lyne 
Willougnby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  ( York,  E.  R. ) 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.B.  Stuart  - 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.    Hon.   George 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  A  net  rather  and  Mr. 
Fellowes. 


♦Mr,  SO  ARES  (Devonshire,  Barnstaple) 
said  the  Amendment  he  had  to 
propose  raised  a  point  of  very  con- 
siderable importance  indeed,  which  had 
not  been  raised  in  the  discussions  on  this 
Bill  and  wan  only  slightly  alluded  to  in  the 
discussionson  the  principal  Act.  The  point 
was  discussed  on  the  question  of  powers 
and  duties  of  the  education  authorities  on 
the  principal  Act,  but  at  the  request  of 
the  Government  discussion  was  deferred 
to  a  later  stage  which  was  however  never 
reached  owing  to  circumstances  over 
which  they  on  that  side  of  the  House 
had  no  control.  What  was  the  state  of 
affairs  he  desired  to  remedy  by  this 
Amendment  1  In  many  districts  through- 
out the  country  and  in  London  there  were 
cases  in  which  the  managers  of 
denominational  schools  bad  transferred 
their  schools  to  the  School  Board.  They 
had  found  out  that  they  did  not  receive  the 
support  they  had  expected  from  the 
•  denominationalists  ;  consequently  the 
strain  was  too  much  for  them,  and  in 
days  gone  by  they  had  handed  over  their 
schools  to  the  School  Board.  The  circum- 
stances were  entirely  changed  by  this 
Bill  and  that  strain  was  entirely  removed. 
He  wanted  to  know  whether  or  not  these 
denominations  were  to  be  allowed  to  take 
these  schools  back  again  and  turn  them 
into  non-provided  schools.  An  important 
point  he  desired  the  House  to  recollect 
was  this,  that  all  over  the 
country  members  of  the  Government  and 
their  supporters  had  said  over  and  over 
again  that  although  the  education  policy 


of  the  present  Government  destroyed 
School  Boards  not  a  single  Board  school 
would  be  affected,  yet  if  this  Amend- 
ment was  not  accepted  many  a 
Board  school  would  be  destroyed. 
The  schools  which  had  been  trans- 
ferred in  the  way  he  had  indi- 
cated had  been  transferred  under 
Section  23  of  the  Education  Act  of  1870 
which  set  out  the  mode  in  which  the 
transfer  could  be  made.  Section  24  of 
the  same  Act  set  out  the  manner  of  re- 
transfer,  and  by  that  section,  in  order 
that  such  a  re- transfer  could  be  made, 
it  required  a  resolution  to  be  passed 
by  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the 
School  Board  present  at  the  time  ;  and  in 
the  second  place  it  required  the  consent 
of  the  Education  Department.  Under  this 
Bill  the  powers  of  the  old  School  Board 
were  vested  in  the  education  authority,  and 
therefore  in  order  that  a  school  might  be 
re-transferred  in  the  way  he  had  indicated 
it  would  require  in  the  first  place  the 
consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
of  the  education  authority  present  at  the 
time  ;  and  in  the  second  place  the  consent 
of  the  Education  Department.  He 
thought  if  these  transfers  were  per- 
mitted it  would  be  grossly  unfair  because 
the  conditions  had  entirely  changed.  The 
expenses  for  the  maintenance  of  tho>e 
schools  were  now  borne  by  the  public, 
and  that  was  a  very  substantial  change 
indeed.  It  must  also  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  teachers  of  those  schools  had 
hitherto  been  appointed  by  the  public, 
but  if  a  re-transfer  were  made  thev  would 
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be  appointed  by  the  denomination  and  | 
subject  to  all  those  religious  tests  which  | 
were  so  much  disliked  on  this  side  of  the  i 
House.  ' 

This  idea  of  a  re-transfer  was  not 
by  any  means  a  chimerical  one.  There  j 
could  be  no  doubt  that  the  bishop  in  , 
every  diocese  would  proceed,  as  soon  as 
he  had  a  little  leisure,  to  look  about  to 
see  what  further  schools  could  be  cap- 
tured for  the  Church,  and  he  would  begin 
with  those  schools  which  had  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  School  Board.  Although 
many  a  parson  would  be  willing  to  see 
the  status  quo  continued,  unfortunately 
they  would  have,  sooner  or  later, 
to  climb  down  and  consent  to 
the  demand  of  the  Bishop.  The  hon. 
Baronet  the  Parliamentary  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Education,  speaking  on 
this  subject  on  14th  July  last  year  said — 

''Quite  apart  from  the  difficulty  of  the 
two- thirds  majority,  which  had  been  referred 
to,  it  had  to  be  remembered  that  heretofore  a 
school,  when  ro  transferred,  was  tranf erred  to  a 
liody  prepared  to  take  over  its  maintenance, 
whereas  now  it  would  be  transferred  to  a  body 
which  would  continue  to  repair  the  buildings, 
but  would  not  be  responsible  for  the  maintenance. 
Under  these  circumstances  the  position  was 
so  very  different  that  he  hoped  the  Government 
would  promise  favourably  to  consider  the 
repeal  of  Clause  24  when  the  schedule  was 
reached. " 

On  the  same  day  the  Prime  Minister 
said  : — 

"  It  was  perfectly  true  that  the  policy  of 
the  Bill  was  that  under  certain  circumstances  I 
new  denominational  schools  might  be  built  not  I 
at  the  expense  of  the  denomination,  but  that  ] 
was  very  different  from  a  case  in  which  a 
denomination  was  unwilling  or  unable  to  con-  , 
tinue  the  cost  of  a  school,  and  had  transferred 
it  to  the  local  authority  under  conditions 
which  made  a  re  transfer  impossible  unless 
there  was  some  extraordinary  change  in  local 
circumstances.  It  would  be  a  rather  strong 
order  to  say  that  there  should  be  a  transfer  to 
a  denomination  when  the  burden  of  keeping  up 
the  schools  had  been  so  largely  diminished. 
His  own  inclination  would  be  to  say  that  this 
power  of  re-transfer — which  he  thought  was 
rarely  if  ever  used  —should  not  be  continued, 
but  that  the  denominations  should  be  content 
with  the  very  large  powers  given  to  them  to 
erect  denominational  schools  where  there 
seemed  to  be  a  real  necessity  for  them." 

He  interpreted  these  speeches  as  amount- 
ing to  a  distinct  pledge  that  the  schools 
should  not  be  transferred.  He  hoped 
the  Government  would  see  their  way 
to  redeem  that  pledge  on  this  oppor- 
tunity. It  might  be  said  that  these 
schools  had  been  leased  at  a  nominal 
VOL.  CXXV.       [Fourth  Semes.] 


rent.  He  was  willing,  if  this  power  of 
re-transfer  was  done  away  with,  that  a 
substantial  rent  should  be  paid  by  the 
local  education  authority,  or  that  the 
local  education  authority  should  buy 
the  school  at  a  fair  price,  making  a 
deduction  of  all  those  moneys  which  had 
been  provided  by  the  country.  He 
hoped  the  hon.  Baronet  in  his  reply 
would  not  say  that  this  was  a  matter  on 
which  the  County  (Council  could  be  safely 
trusted  because  thty  had  the  power  of 
veto.  Although  hon.  Members  on  this 
side  were  entirely  satisfied  with  the 
political  composition  of  the  London 
County  Council  at  present,  it  was 
possible  that  some  day  that  composition 
might  change,  just  as  the  composition 
of  the  present  Government  was  destined 
very  speedily  to  change,  and  under 
those  circumstances  it  might  not  be  so 
satisfactory  to  them.  He  begged  to 
move. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  After  the  words  last  inserted,  to  insert 
the  words  '(11)  Notwithstanding  anything 
contained  in  Section  eight  of  the  prinoipal  Act 
no  school  which  was  transferred  to  the  School 
Board  for  London  previous  to  the  passing  of 
this  Act  shall  be  so  re-transferred  under  that 
section  and  under  Section  twenty -four  of  the 
Elementary  Education  Act  of  1870,  as  to  be 
treated  under  this  Act  or  the  principal  Act  as 
a  n  on -provided  school.'  "—(Mr.  Soares.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 


♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  the 
Question  of  re-transfer  would  now  be 
in  the  hands  of  the  local  authority,  and 
except  by  resolution  of  a  two-thirds 
majority  proceedings  for  transfer  could 
not  even  be  initiated.  He  could  not 
accept  the  Amendment,  but  he  would 
look  into  this  question,  and  if  the 
position  of  London  was  found  to  be 
exceptional  in  respect  of  the  number 
of  schools  which  might  be  re-transferred, 
he  would  see  whether  it  was  possible  to 
devise  some  preferential  treatment  for 
London. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  he  wished 
to  express  his  own  satisfaction  with 
what  the  Parliamentary  Secretary  had 
just  said.  In  regard  to  London,  the 
case    was   very    singular    indeed.       No 
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Glasgow  Corporation  (Police)  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.];  Irvine  and 
District  Water  Board  Order  Confirmation 
Bill  [H.L.].  Read  3*  (according  to  order), 
and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

TRADE  REPORTS— ANNUAL  SERIES. 
No.  3031.    Zanzibar  (Pemba). 
No.  3032.    Persia  (Kernan). 
No.  3033.    China  (Pakhoi). 

AFRICA,  No   8  (1903). 
Report  on  slavery  and  free  labour  in 
the  British  East  Africa  Protectorate. 

COMMERCIAL,  No.  6  (1903). 
Findings  of  the  Permanent  Commission 
established    under    Article  VII.   of  the 
Sugar  Convention  of  5th   March,  1902, 
and  Report  of  the  British  delegate. 

HORSE  BREEDING. 

Ninth  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission 
on  Horse  Breeding. 

ARMY. 
Memorandum  by  the  Director-General, 
Army  Medical  Service,  on  the  physical 
unfitness  of  men  offering  themselves  for 
enlistment  in  the  Army. 

Presented  [by  Command],  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

SUPERANNUATION. 
Treasury  Minute,  dated  11th  July, 
1903,  granting  a  retired  allowance  to 
Louis  Charles  Lepts,  sorting  clerk  and 
telegraphist,  Liverpool  Post-office,  under 
Section  2  of  the  Superannuation  Act, 
1887. 

PUBLIC   HEALTH    ACTS  AMENDMENT 
ACT,  1890. 

Regulations  made  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  Ireland  as  to 
issue  of  stock  by  urban  authorities. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  (SPECIAL 
EXCEPTIONS:  MEAL  HOURS,  IRON 
AND  STEEL  FOUNDRIES  IN  SCOT- 
LAND). 

Order,  dated  11th  July,  1903,  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  in  pursuance  of  Section  40 


(4)  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act, 
1901,  extending  the  special  exceptions 
as  to  meal  hours  to  male  young  persons 
employed  in  iron  and  steel  foundries  in 
Scotland. 

CRIMINAL   LAW   AND   PROCEDURE 
(IRELAND)  ACT,  1887. 

Proclamation,  dated  14th  July,  1903, 
revoking  the  several  proclamation!  men- 
tioned in  the  schedule   thereto. 

Laid  before  the  House  [pursuant  to 
Act],  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

LAND  PURCHASE  (IRELAND). 

Return  respecting.  Laid  before  the 
House  [pursuant  to  Order  of  the  3rd 
instant],  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  165.) 


INCEST  BILL. 
[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading,  read. 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE: 
My  Lords,  I  do  not  wish  to  enter  into 
any  detailed  explanation  of  this  Bill, 
which  has  come  up  to  your  Lordships' 
House  after  passing  through  all  its 
stages  in  another  place,  including  a  most 
exhaustive  threshing  out  in  Standing 
Committee.  The  Bill  deals  with  rather 
an  unpleasant  subject,  but  at  the  same 
time  it  is  one  the  seriousness  of  which 
cannot  be  questioned.  There  is  one 
point  in  the  Bill  which  1  should  like  to 
mention  at  once.  In  Clause  1,  line  7, 
the  word  "  step-daughter  "  occurs,  but 
if  your  Lordships  think  fit  to  read  the 
Bill  a  second  time  to-day  I  shall  ask 
leave,  in  Committee,  to  delete  this  word 
and  thereby  to  confine  the  operation  of 
the  Bill  to  blood  relations.  The  object 
is  to  punish  as  a  misdemeanour  what  is 
one  of  the  most  horrible  and  unnatural 
crimes  conceivable,  but  which  at  present 
is  no  crime  at  all  according  to  English 
law. 

Since  the  Restoration  the  punishment 
of  this  crime  has  been  left  to  what  has 
been  described  as  the  "  feeble  coercion  of 
the  ecclesiastical  Courts."  Incest  is,  at 
present,  only  a  crime  by  ecclesiastical 
law  ;  it  is  not  a  crime  under  the  criminal 
law.  I  am  sure  I  am  not  saying  too  much 
when  I  assert  that  their  most  strenuous 
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advocates   will  not  claim  that  the  eccle- 
siastical Courts  are  a  proper  tribunal  to 
deal  with  such  cases.     It  is  an  undoubted 
fact  that  this  offence   is  committed.     I 
have    made    careful   enquiries  in  many 
directions  and  have  ascertained  from  many 
people  who  have  had  experience  both  in 
large  towns  and  rural  districts  that  cases 
do  very  often  occur.     I  was  talking  only 
this  afternoon  to  a  minister  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  who  has  had  very  great 
experience  on  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
in  Southwark.     He  tells  me  that  cases 
are  frequently  coming  to  his  notice.      1  j 
have  also    had    a  conversation    with   a 
magistrate  in  the  County  of  Essex,  and 
he  says  he  has  known  of  three  undoubted 
cases  of  incest.      There  are  many  others 
which  must  occur,  and  yet  there  is  abso- 
lutely  no  power  of  dealing  with   them 
criminally.    In  Scotland,  ever  since  1857, 
a  punishment  has  been  provided  for  this 
offence,    and,    indeed,    until     1887    the 
punishment  by  law  was  death.     I  believe 
that    in    practice    the    punishment   was 
generally    penal   servitude,   and    I   have 
ascertained,    in    the  course  of  the  few 
researches     I     have     made,     that     last 
century   there    was   one  case  of  penal 
servitude    for    life.     I    might    mention,  I 
further,  that  many  States  in  the  United 
States  of  America  also  recognise  incest 
as  a  criminal  offence,  but  it  is  to  the 
Scottish  example  that  I  appeal  chiefly. 
If  it  is  a  crime  in  Scotland  it  should  be 
so  in  England.    We  do  already  indirectly 
recognise  it  as  a  crime  in  this  country, 
for  incest    is    one  of  the   aggravations 
which   enable   a   wife    to    divorce    her 
husband.      This    Bill   is  only   really    a 
logical  and    practica'    extension  of  this  ■ 
partial  recognition,  and  I  trust  that  it  j 
will  commend  itself  on  its  merits  to  your  | 
Lordships.    The  passing  of  thi^  measure 
into  law  would  act  as  a  most  salutary 
preventive,  and   I  do    not  believe   that 
as  a  result  of  its  passing,  the  halfpenny 
newspapers    would    endeavour  to  make 
fortunes  by  spreading  detailed  reports  of 
criminal    cases   under  this   Bill.     There  j 
are^countless  laws  on  the   Statute-book  i 
whose  whole  operation   is  indirect,  and 
whose  very  existence  acts  as  a  deterrent. 
It  is  because  1  believe  that  this  Bill,  if 
passed,  would  have  a  similar  effect,  that 
1  ^ask  your  Lordships  to  read  it  a  second 
time. 


Moved,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\  — • 
{The  Earl  of  Donoughmore.) 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (The  Earl 
[of  Halsbury):  My  Lords,  I  regret 
very  much  that  the  nature  of  this 
Bill  is  one  which  renders  it  repulsive 
to  everybody  to  discuss  it.  1  con- 
fess that  I  think  that  if  the  law  which 
I  has  prevailed  for  some  centuries  on 
the  subject  is  to  be  altered  some  greater 
case  ought  to  have  been  presented  to  your 
Lordships  for  so  doing.  The  noble  Earl 
says,  I  have  no  doubt  quite  accurately, 
that  he  has  made  private  inquiry.  But 
surely  that  is  not  the  mode  by  which  a 
complete  alteration  of  the  criminal  law  is 
to  be  justified.  I  believe  that  legislation 
of  this  character  is  calculated  to  do  an 
infinite  amount  of  mischief.  The  noble 
Earl  says  he  is  confident  that  certain 
newspapers  will  not  make  capital  out  of 
these  cases.  I  do  not  know  where  his 
confidence  comes  from.  It  strikes  me 
that  anything  of  this  sort  would  be 
eagerly  grasped  by  some  portion  of  the 
Press,  who  make  these  things  moie 
public  than  they  otherwise  would  be.  I 
wish  to  do  every  credit  to  the  noble  Earl 
and  those  who  are  acting  with  him,  but 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  is  zeal 
without  knowledge.  Everyone  who  is 
familiar  with  the  administration  of  the 
Criminal  law  is  well  aware  that  the 
publicity  given  to  an  offence  at  one  Assize 
Court  produces  a  crop  of  similar  offences 
at  other  Assizes ;  and  these  are  cases 
which  it  is  inadvisable  to  drag  into  the 
light  of  day.  1  do  think  that  it  is  a 
reflection  on  the  beginning  of  the 
twentieth  century  that  it  should  be 
thought  necessary  to  deal  with  this  matter 
at  all.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  has 
not  been  sufficiently  discussed,  or  the  other 
House  would  not  have  rashly  passed 
such  a  Bill  without  some  evidence  as  to 
the  necessity  for  it.  I  confess  that  I  am 
very  much  impressed  by  the  wisdom  of 
the  view  on  these  subjects  which  Tacitus 
ascribed  to  the  Germans — Diversihis  sup- 
plied illuc  respicit,  lanquam  scehra  osteruli 
oporteat,  chim  puniuntur,  flagitia  abscondi. 
That  is,  I  believe,  the  truer  view  of  what 
ought  to  be  done  in  this  matter,  and  it 
is  with  reluctance,  because  I  believe  I 
shall  be  running  counter  to  the  opinions 
of  some  whose  views  are  worthy  of  con 
si  deration,    butj  with  a  [strong  sense  of 
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duty,  that  I  move  that  the  Bill  be  read  I 
a  second  time  this  day  six  months. 

Amendment  moved — 

44  To  omit  the  word  '  now'  in  order  to  insert 
the  words,  *  this  day  six  months.' " — {The  Lord 
Chancellor.) 

Lord  DAVE  Y  :  My  Lords,  nobody  can 
deny  that  an  offence  not  only  against 
morality  and  decency  but  against  every 
instinct  of  human  nature  is  one  which 
is  fit  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  criminal 
law  if  such  a  course  were  expedient ; 
but  I  confess  that  I  share  the  doubts 
which  have  been  expressed  by  my  noble 
and  learned  friend  on  the  Woolsack 
whether  it  is  expedient  at  the  present 
time,  or  at  any  time,  except  in  peculiar 
circumstances,  to  pass  this  Bill.  There  is 
no  one  in  this  House  who  has  had 
a  larger  experience  of  the  administration 
of  the  criminal  law  than  my  noble  and 
learned  friend,  and,  so  far  as  my  much 
more  limited  knowledge  and  infor- 
mat  ion  go,  I  should  agree  with  him  that 
to  ventilate  a  subject  of  this  kind  by 
means  of  prosecutions  is  likely  to  do 
a  great  deal  more  harm  than  good.  1 
do  not  understand  that  there  is  any  I 
evidence  that  this  offence  is  becoming 
more  common,  or  that  it  has  become 
necessary  for  any  reason  to  deal  with  it 
in  a  different  manner  from  that  in  which 
it  has  been  dealt  with  up  to  the  present 
time.  If  any  such  case  were  made  out, 
of  course  your  Lordships  would  have  to 
consider  it,  but  in  the  absence  of  any 
evidence  of  that  kind  I  do  not  think 
the  existing  law  should  be  altered. 

The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE: 
Recognising  the  force  of  the  objections 
which  have  been  urged  against  the  Bill 
by  the  two  noble  and  learned  Lords, 
who,  of  course,  are  the  best  judges  in 
this  matter,  I  shall  not  trouble  your 
Iiordships  to  divide  upon  the  Bill. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH:  My  Lords, 
I  desire  to  say  a  single  word,  not  on 
the  merits  of  the  Bill,  but  on  the 
position  in  which  the  House  has  been, 
placed  by  the  action  of  the  Government 
with  regard  to  this  Bill.  The  Bill  has 
not  been  initiated  by  the  noble  EarU 
It  was  brought  forward  in  the  other 
House    and    was    sent    to    the    Grand 

T/i€  Burl  of  llalsbury. 


Committee,  where  it  was  carefully  con- 
sidered, and  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown  and  the  Home  Office  must  have 
had  opinions  upon  it.  It  is  hardly 
fair  to  your  Lordships'  House  for  the 
Government  to  have  allowed  the  Bill 
to  go  so  far  if  there  are  such  strong 
objections  against  it  as  have  been 
urged  by  the  two  noble  and  learned 
Lords  who  have  spoken. 

Motion,    by    leave    of    the    House, 
withdrawn. 


COUNTY  COURTS    JURISDICTION 
EXTENSION  BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order    of   the   day   for    the  Second 
Reading  read. 

♦Lord  AVEBURY :  My  Lords,  the 
object  of  the  Bill  which  1  now  have  the 
honour  to  submit  to  your  Lordships  is 
to  extend  the  ordinary  jurisdiction  of 
County  Courts  from  £50  to  £100.  The 
modern  system  of  County  Courts  was 
created  in  the  year  1846.  At  first  these 
new  Courts  had  jurisdiction  only  in 
Common  Law  cases  in  which  the 
amount  in  dispute  did  not  exceed  £20. 
In  the  year  1850  the  limit  was  raised  to 
£50,  and  in  1856  these  Courts  were 
enabled  to  try  almost  any  question  by 
consent  of  both  parties.  In  1857  their 
jurisdiction  was  extended  to  actions 
relating  to  wills  or  intestacy  where  the 
property  in  dispute  did  not  exceed  £200 
if  personal  and  £300  if  real.  In  1865 
they  were  empowered  to  deal  with  equit- 
able claims  of  every  kind  so  long  as  the 
amount  involved  did  not  exceed  £500. 
At  the  present  time  the  County  Courts 
have  original  jurisdiction  in  numerous 
matters  of  which  the  principal  are  the 
following  : — (1)  Personal  actions  in -which 
the  debt,  demand  or  damage  claimed  is 
not  more  than  £50  ;  (2)  ejectment 
actions  in  which  neither  the  annual 
value  nor  rent  exceeds  £50 — this  may 
represent  a  capital  value  of  £1,000  or 
more ;  (3)  equity  actions  and  matters  such 
as  trusts,  partnerships,  foreclosure  and 
redemption  of  mortgages,  if  the  amount 
involved  does  not  exceed  £500  ;  (4) 
claims  under  the  Workmen's  Compensa- 
tion   Act    ;      (5)    Admiralty     matters 
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(limited  to  forty-four  Courts  only)  in- 
cluding salvage  up  to  £1,000;  towage 
and  necessaries  up  to  £150;  damage  to 
cargo  and  ship  up  to  £300 ;  (6)  com- 
panies winding  up  (limited  to  146 
Courts)  when  the  company's  capital  does 
not  exceed  £10,000;  and  (7)  bankruptcy 
(limited  to  146  Courts.) 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  in 
several  cases  these  Courts  are  already 
empowered  to  deal  with  sums  far  ex- 
ceeding £50.  In  the  year  1901,  the  last 
year  for  which  statistics  are  available, 
there,  were  30,040  proceedings  com- 
menced in  the  County  Courts  other  than 
proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  sums 
not  exceeding£20.  It  is  thus  evident  that 
the  County  Courts  have  ceased  to  be  Courts 
merely  for  the  recovery  of  small  debts. 
Moreover,  Section  65  of  the  County 
Courts  Act,  1888,  provides  that  where  in 
any  action  of  contract  brought  in  the 
High  Court  the  claim  endorsed  on  the 
writ  does  not  exceed  £100  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  either  party  to  apply  to 
a  Judge  of  the  High  Court  to  order 
such  action  to  be  tried  in  the  County 
Court,  andon  the  hearingoftheapplication 
the  Judge  shall,  unless  there  is  good  cause 
to  the  contrary,  order  such  action  to  be 
tried  accordingly.  In  the  year  1901, 
1,351  actions  were  remitted  from  the 
High  Court  to  the  County  Court  and  the 
five  years  average  is  1,329. 

There  are  numerous  cases  over  £50 
entered  in  the  County  Court  by  agree- 
ment of  the  parties ;  that  is  to  say, 
cases  in  which  both  parties  wish  the  trial 
to  take  place  in  the  County  Court. 
These  cases  averaged  403  in  1876-1880; 
and  1604  in  1897-1901.  In  the  year 
1901  they  numbered  1949.  It  will  be 
seen,  therefore,  that  in  considering  the 
effect  of  the  Bill  the  following  proceed- 
ings must  be  left  out  of  account  inas- 
much as  they  are  already  in  the  County 
Court — viz., (takingthefiguresfor  1901) — 
Remitted  from  High  Court — actions  of 
contract  from  £50  to  £100,  1,351; 
actions  for  damages,  111  ;  and  actions 
from  £50  to  £100  entered  by  agreement, 
1949;  making  a  total  of  3,411.  It  is 
evident  that  if,  as  a  result  of  this  Bill, 
there  is  an  increase  of  work  thrown  on 
County  Courts  it  will  tend  to  relieve  the 
Judges  of  the  High  Court  from  some  of 
the  work  they  now  have  to  do,  and  this 
will  be  an  advantage,  provided  it  can  be 


secured  without,  at  the  same  time  over- 
burdening the  Judges  of  the  County 
Courts.  Moreover,  the  County  Court 
Judges  sit  on  an  average  fewer  days  in 
the  year  than  High  Court  Judges  and 
cannot  reasonably  complain  if  their  work 
is  slightly  increased' 

It  has  been  shown  that  the  County 
Court  has  ceased  to  be  a  Court  merely 
for  the  recovery  of  small  debts.  The 
County  Court  Judges  have  for  many 
years  dealt  with  cases  involving  large 
amounts ;  their  work  may  be  increased, 
but  that  will  not  interfere  with  the 
recovery  of  small  debts,  for  the  really 
small  cases  are  heard  by  the  Registrar 
and  not  by  the  Judge.  In  the  year 
1901  the  Registrars  heard  392,898  cases 
and  the  Judges  heard  48,023.  The 
House  of  Commons  received  144  petitions 
in  favour  of  the  Bill,  including  104  from 
Municipal  Corporations,  and  twenty-four 
from  Law  Societies.  The  Chambers  of 
Commerce  are,  with  one  exception,  unani- 
mous in  desiring  this  Bill  to  pass. 
Liverpool  is,  I  believe,  the  only  Chamber 
of  Commerce  which  does  not  support  the 
Bill.  But  Liverpool  has  the  Court  of 
Passage  and  special  facilities.  With  that 
particular  exception  the  commercial 
community  strongly  support  the 
measure.  I  may  say  that  within  the 
last  few  days  I  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  conferring  with  the  representatives  of 
the  Liverpool  Chamber  of  Commerce  on 
the  Association  of  Chambersof  Commerce, 
and  they  have  authorised  me  to  say 
that,  subject  to  satisfactory  arrangements 
as  to  working,  they  would  not  desire  to 
offer  any  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the 
Bill.    I  beg  to  move  the  Second  Reading. 

Moved,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2"* 
— (Lord  Avebury.) 

♦The  LORD  CHANCELLOR:  My 
Lords,  I  think  the  Bill  furnishes  an  ex- 
ample— to  which  I  would  direct  the 
attention  of  my  noble  friend  Lord 
Tweedmouth — of  how  very  ineffectual 
are  warnings  given  by  the  Government 
in  the  other  House  as  to  the  difficulties 
of  particular  legislation.  Both  the  Law 
Officers  repeatedly  declared  in  the  other 
House  that  this  Bill  in  its  present  form  is 
quite  unworkable ;  and  no  one  acquainted 
with  the  administration  of  the  County 
Courts  can  entertain  the  smallest  doubt 
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that  that  is  the  fact.  The  effect  of 
l>assing  the  Bill  as  it  stands — if  it  could 
ba  worked  at  all— would  be  gradually  to 
take  away  from  the  poor  man  s  Court  the 
whole  of  its  present  jurisdiction,  because 
it  would  be  squeezed  out,  in  order  to 
substitute  another  which  does  not  con- 
cern the  poor  man.  The  number  of 
Judges  and  Registrars,  and  the  number  of 
places  in  which  the  administration  of  the 
law  is  to  go  on,  is  fixed  by  statute,  and 
this  Bill  makes  no  provision  for  their 
increase.  This  question  of  adding  to  the 
jurisdiction  is  intimately  connected  with 
the  fixed  amount  of  the  Judges'  salaries ; 
and  I  say  at  once  that  the  amount  of 
jurisdiction  which  has  already  been  added 
and  which  it  is  proposed  to  increase  still 
further  by  this  Bill,  will  undoubtedly 
make  it  impossible  for  many  of  the  Judges 
in  many  districts  to  do  their  duty.  And 
if  you  cannot  increase  the  number 
of  Judges  or  Registrars  a  state  of 
confusion  will  be  produced  which  is 
highly  undesirable. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Government 
do  not  wish  to  place  any  impediment  in  the 
way  of  increased  jurisdiction,  if  it  is 
desired  I  think  it  would  have  been  much 
better  to  leave  it  to  the  Government 
themselves  to  bring  forward  a  Bill,  as 
has  been  in  contemplation,  to  deal  with 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  County  Courts. 
To  say,  as  has  been  said  in  another  place, 
that  all  the  provisions  necessary  to  make 
the  present  Bill  workable  can  be  added 
in  this  House,  exhibits  a  marvellous 
ignorance  of  what  your  Lordships  can  do 
and  what  the  Treasury  can  do.  It  seems 
to  be  supposed  that  the  Treasury  is 
possessed  of  some  uncounted  store  which 
it  can  distribute  at  pleasure.  1  should 
have  thought  that  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons  might  have  ascertained  the 
fact  that  neither  the  Treasury  nor  any 
one  else  can  deal  with  public  money 
without  the  sanction  of  Parliament,  and 
that  your  Lordships  have  certainly  no 
jurisdiction  to  initiate  financial  proposals. 
The  Bill  now  comes  before  your  Lordships 
on  July  16th,  and  it  is  impossible  to  send 
it  back  again  so  that  the  questions  of 
the  supply  of  money  or  of  making  the  Bill 
capable  of  being  worked  may  be  dealt 
with.  We  are  therefore  placed  in  this 
dilemma — either  your  Lordships  must  let 
an  unworkable  Bill  pass  or  reject  it, 
thereby  showing  great  indifference  to  the 
wish  expressed  by  a  large  majority  in  the 
The  Lard  Chancellor. 


other  House.  1  am  in  some  difficulty  as. 
to  what  to  do  in  the  matter,  but  wha' 
has  occurred  to  me  is  this.  If  the  Bill 
is  allowed  to  pass  now,  the  only  way  I 
can  suggest  to  make  it  workable  is  to 
postpone  the  date  of  its  operation 
until  the  House  of  Commons  can  do  next 
session  what  it  ought  to  have  done  this 
session — namely,  supply  funds  and  ad- 
ministration by  which  the  measure  can 
be  made  workable.  If  the  Bill  passes  I 
shall  move,  in  Committee,  that  the  oper- 
ation of  it  be  postponed  till  such  a  time 
as  will  enable  that  to  be  done  by  the 
House  of  Commons. 


♦Lord  THRING :  As  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor has  drawn  attention  to  the  form 
in  which  this  Bill  has  been  introduced,  I 
desire  to  say  a  few  words  on  that  subject- 
I  express  no  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the 
Bill  itself,  but  the  Bill,  in  its  present 
form,  is  absolutely  unintelligible,  and  the 
Amendment  which  the  noble  Lord  has. 
put  on  the  Paper  is  also  unintelligible 
unless  one  can  bear  in  mind  at  one  time 
the  County  Courts  Act,  which  consist  of 
200  clauses,  and  several  other  Acts  of 
Parliament.  If  this  were  a  solitary 
instance  of  a  Bill  being  drafted  in  this- 
way  I  should  say  nothing  on  the  subject, 
but  1  do  not  think  there  has  been  a  single 
Bill  brought  forward  during  the  past 
session  which  has  not  had  the  drafting 
defects  of  this  Bill.  Many  of  the  Bills 
brought  forward  are  nothing  more  than  a 
series  of  conundrums,  with  copious  refer- 
ences to  other  Acts,  which  have  to  be 
worked  out  at  great  expense  to  the 
public.  It  is  sometimes  necessary — and  1 
would  refer  to  the  Cruelty  to  Children 
Bill  and  the  Motor-Cars  Bill  as  instances 
of  what  I  mean — to  know  a  large  part  of 
the  Statute-book  before  being  enabled 
to  comprehend  the  meaning  of  a  particular 
Bill.  1  believe  I  have  had  more  experience 
than  any  man  living  in  drawing  Acts  of 
Parliament,  and  I  altogether  deny  that  to 
make  Bills  unintelligible  is  the  best  way 
to  pass  them.  I  have  found  throughout 
my  long  experience  that  the  most  nkely 
way  to  carry  an  Act  is  to  arrange  it  well 
and  to  make  its  provisions  quite  plain.  I 
daresay  my  observations  will  be  imputed 
to  the  pedantry  of  an  old  man.  I  admit 
it  may  be  so.  The  noble  Lord  very  clearly 
explained  the  measure,  and  I  think  that 
if  two  sentences  had  been  extracted  from 
his  speech  and  put  into  the  Bill,  probably 
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we  should  have  understood  the  measure. 
As  it  is,  I  complain  that  this  system  of 
drafting  unintelligible  Bills  is  unjust  to 
the  subject  and  unjust  to  your  Lordships, 
who  are  carrying  measures  day  after  day 
which  I  defy  you  to  understand  without 
reference  to  documents  which  are  not 
before  the  House. 
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♦The  LORD  CHIEF  JUSTICE  (Lord 
Alverstone  E.) :  I  will  not  follow  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  who  has  just 
spoken  in  his  interesting  historical  re- 
miniscences, beyond  saying  this,  that  I 
think  I  could  call  attention  to  some  Acts 
drawn  by  himself  which  offend  against 
the  canon  he  has  laid  down.  This  Bill 
relates  to  a  subject  which  I  have  had 
often  to  consider,  both  as  Law  Officer  and 
whilst  practising  at  the  Bar,  and  I  must 
say  that  I  think  His  Majesty's  Government 
have  acted  with  great  indulgence  to  the 
promoters  of  the  Bill,  inasmuch  as  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Wool- 
sack has  not  moved  its  rejection. 
I  am  perfectly  certain  that  nothing 
could  be  worse  than  that  this  Bill  should 
pass  in  its  present  form.  It  has  already 
been  said — it  is  no  exaggeration — and  I 


serious  amount  of  time  involved,  rather 
than  simply  to  raise  the  pecuniary  limit 
to  £100. 

It  is  correct  to  say  that  jurisdiction 
has  already  been  conferred  on  County 
Courts  in  respect  of  even  larger 
amounts,  but  the  result  has  been  to 
strain  the  present  system  to  the  utmost, 
and  to  restrict  the  time  of  Courts  to 
deal  with  small  case*.  Therefore  I 
venture  to  protest  against  the  considera- 
tion of  this  subject  from  the  point  of 
view  only  of  increasing  the  amount 
involved  to  .£100. 

If  this  Bill  is  going  to  pass,  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  the  matters 
referred  to  by  the  Lord  Chancellor 
should  be  considered.  The  position  of 
the  Judges,  the  work  of  their  Courts, 
their  salaries,  their  Registrars,  and  other 
matters  must  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion if  you  are  going  to  send  to  the 
County  Courts  anything  like  a  consider- 
able proportion  of  the  cases  now  heard 
in  the  High  Courts.  There  is  an 
extraordinary  provision  in  this  Bill,  that 
in  cases  which  are  sent  to  the  County 
Courts  under  the  Bill — that  is,  between 
£50  and  £100— there  should   be  a  jury 


wish  to  repeat  the  statement,  that  as  the   of  nine,  whereas,  in  ordinary  cases,  there- 
Bill  is  now  framed  it  would  be  absolutely  " 
unworkable,     would    make   things    in- 
finitely worse  than  they  are  at  present, 
and  would   not   achieve   the  result  the 

promoters    wish.     But   that    is  not  the  i  gather  that  it  was    nserted  for  some  of 
only  ground  on  which  I  protest  against    those   political  reasons  which  do  occur 


is  only  a  jury  of  five.  How  that 
provision  is  to  be  worked  I  have  not  the 
smallest  idea.  The  provision  was  not 
in    the    Bill    originally,    and   I   rather 


the  measure  in  its  present  shape.  If  you 
are  going  to  interfere  to  a  large  extent 
with  the  jurisdiction  of  County  Courts 
and  extend  it,  you  must  do  so  upon  some 
principle  which  will  have  regard  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  Courts  and  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  work  is 
done  The  mere  increase  of  the  amount 
from  £50  to  £100  is  no  real  guarantee 
that  you  will  only  have  cases  going  to 
the  County  Court  which  will  not 
occupy  a  large  amount  of  time.  There 
are  numbers  of  cases  in  which  the 
amount  at  issue  is  comparatively  small, 
and  yet  the  inquiry  into  them,  and  the 
examination  involve  a  considerable 
amount  of  time.  1  think  it  would  be 
far  better  to  send  to  the  County  Court 
certain  classes  of  cases  in  which  it  is 
plain,  from  the  way  the  questions  are 
raised,  that  there  is  not  likely  to  be  any 


in  another  place.  There  are  many 
Judges  and  counsel  who  hold  the  opinion 
that  a  jury  of  ^ive  is  the  worst  possible 
tribunal  on  questions  of  fact.  But  if  we 
are  going  to  consider  the  question  of 
an  alteration  in  the  number  of  the 
jury,  I  hope  it  will  be  looked  at 
from  a  broader  point  of  view. 

Again,  the  last  clause  would  result  in 
cases  being  tried  at  Courts  distant  from 
where  the  parties  reside,  which  would 
be  a  direct  contravention  of  the  system 
on  which  we  have  always  proceeded, 
that  the  Gounty  Courts  should  be  brought 
to  the  doors  of  the  parties.  The  Bill 
contains  a  departure  altogether  from  the 
system  upon  which  the  County  Courts 
have  been  organised  for  the  past  thirty 
or  forty  years,  and  introduces  changes 
which  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  will  be 
found  to  defeat  the  very  object  which 
the  promoters  have  in  view.    I  hope,  if 
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tho  Bill  is  to  pass,  that  it  will  not  be 
allowed  to  come  into  operation  until 
January  1st,  1905,  in  order  that  the 
financial  aspect,  the  convenience  of 
suitors,  and  the  real  effect  of  the  large 
transfer  of  cases  to  the  County  Court 
may  be  considered  by  persons  practi- 
cally acquainted  with  the  matter. 
I  am  strongly  in  favour  of  an  extension 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  County  Courts.  I 
have  seen  enough  to  know  that  there 
are  considerable  classes  of  cases  which 
might  with  advantage  be  tried  in  the 
County  Courts,  but  a  money  limit  is  no 
teat  as  to  the  time  a  case  will  last  or  the 
questions  that  will  be  raised.  I  trust 
that  the  Government  will  look  at  the 
matter  from  a  practical  point  of  view, 
and  that  legislation  for  the  extension  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  County  Courts  will 
not  be  left  to  a  private  Member. 

Lord  DAVEY:  My  Lords,  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  my  noble  and  learned 
friends  who  have  addressed  your  Lord- 
ships have  somewhat  exaggerated  the 
difficulties  of  this  Bill.  It  is  as  well  to 
state  over  again  the  sole  object  of  the 
Bill.  The  only  change  it  makes  is  that 
whereas  only  actions  of  contract  in  which 
£50  is  claimed  can  now  be  .  tried  in  the 
County  Court,  it  is  proposed  that  actions 
of  the  same  kind  should  be  tried  in  the 
County  Court  up  to  a  limit  of  £100.  I 
suppose  my  noble  and  learned  friends 
who  have  placed  before  your  Lordships 
objections  to  this  Bill  are  in  possession  of 
some  estimate  of  the  increase  of  work  it 
is  likely  to  bring  about. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR:  I  may 
say  that  I  have  those  figures,  and  had  I 
thought  it  right  to  move  the  rejection  of 
the  Bill  I  should  have  called  your  Lord- 
ships' attention  to  them. 

Lord  DAVEY :  So  far  as  I  am  able  to 
form  an  opinion  I  do  not  believe  the 
increase  of  work  will  be  so  large  as  is 
thought.  I  will  tell  your  Lordships 
why.  Under  the  present  law,  actions  up 
to  £100  which  are  entered  in  the  High 
Court  can  be,  and  are  every  day,  sent  to 
the  County  Court  at  the  will  of  either  of 
the  parties,  unless  there  be  strong  reason 
shown  to  the  contrary ;  therefore,  as  a 
rule,  actions  up  to  the  £100  limit, 
although  they  have  to  be  commenced  in 
the  High  Court,  are,  at   the  instance  of 
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either  party,  sent  to  the  County  Court. 
A  number  of  such  actions  are  sent 
annually  in  that  way.  I  think  the 
number  last  year  was  nearly  2,000. 

Lord    ALVERSTONE:  The  number 
was  1,400. 

Lord  DAVEY:  And,  in  addition  to 
those  cases,  the  High  Court  has  power 
to  remit  to  the  County  Court  actions  of 
contract  which  are  unlimited,  and  a 
large  number  of  those  actions  are  also 
remitted.  I  do  not,  therefore,  believe 
that  the  increase  of  work  would  be  so 
large  as  it  is  supposed ;  but,  of  course,  I 
bow  to  my  noble  and  learned  friend  on 
the  Woolsack,  who  has  sources  of  in- 
formation which  are  not  accessible  to 
myself.  Why  is  it  that  this  Bill  is  said 
to  be  altogether  unworkable  and  im- 
practicable? Only,  so  far  as  I  can 
understand,  because  it  is  contended  that 
the  increase  of  work  will  demand  a 
large  increase  in  the  number  of  County 
Court  Judges  and  Registrars.  1  confess 
that  I  should  have  thought  the  better 
course  would  be  to  pass  the  Bill  and 
then  ascertain  by  experience  what  the 
increase  of  work  is.  It  would  be 
po  Bible  then  to  make  the  provision 
required  to  meet  any  difficulty,  if  any 
difficulty  arose.  There  is  also  the 
question  of  the  remuneration  of  County 
Court  Judges.  This  is  not  a  new 
question.  It  has  been  the  habit  of 
Parliament  to  put  new  jurisdiction  on  to 
County  Court  Judges;  that  has  been  done 
recently  with  regard  to  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act  and  other  Acts,  and 
I  must  say  that  I  think  County  Court 
Judges  have  a  very  good  claim  to  some 
increase  of  remuneration.  But  I  cannot 
believe  that  this  Bill  will  constitute  the 
"  last  straw  on  the  camel's  back,"  which 
will  render  the  Judges  unwilling  to  do 
the  work  which  is  assigned  to  them. 
I  wish  to  add — and  this  is  really  my 
excuse  for  troubling  your  Lordships  on 
the  matter— that  1  have  been  entrusted 
with  an  official  letter  from  the  Incor- 
porated Law  Society  of  London,  which, 
as  your  Lordships  know,  includes  all  the 
most  eminent  solicitors  both  in  London 
and  in  the  Provinces,  asking  me  to 
support  the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill, 
and  I  think  the  opinion  of  a  body  of 
men  of  that  character,  who  are  engaged 
in  the  practical  work  of  litigation  in  all 
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our  Courts,  is  worthy  of  consideration. 
It  is  not  suggested  by  them  that  the 
Bill  is  unworkable,  or  that  it  cannot  be 
carried  into  effect,  and  I  think  their 
opinion,  as  well  as  that  of  the  commercial 
classes  whom  my  noble  friend  represents, 
is  entitled  to  a  great  deal  of  weight.  I 
am  glad  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on 
the  Woolsack  does  not  oppose  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill,  but  I 
must  say  I  regret  that  the  date  at 
which  it  will  come  into  effect  will  be  post- 
poned for  so  long  a  period  as  is  suggested. 

*Lord  AVEBURY :  My  noble  friend 
Lord  Thring  has  been  very  severe  in  his 
remarks  with  regard  to  the  drafting  of 
this  Bill,  which  he  said  nobody  could 
understand.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  did  not 
see  the  Bill  till  it  came  to  your  Lordships' 
house  from  the  House  of  Commons,  but 
when  I  read  it  I  was  certainly  under  the  f 
impression  that  it  was  a  comparatively 
simple  Bill,  and  one  the  meaning  of  which 
could  be  very  easily  grasped.  The  essential 
provision  is  that  the  words  "fifty  pounds  " 
shall  be  repealed,  and  that  in  lieu  thereof 
there  shall  be  inserted  the  words  "  one 
hundred  pounds."  I  confess  that  that 
does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  difficult 
to  follow,  nor  can  I  see  how  such  a 
provision  can  be  described  as  unworkable. 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice  said  he  himself  wished 
to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  County 
Courts.  The  commercial  community  wish 
it  extended  in  the  simple  mode  in  which 
it  is  extended  by  this  Bill.  It  has  been 
said  that  this  is  a  matter  which  ought 
not  to  have  been  left  to  a  private  Member. 
The  Chambers  of  Commerce  have  for 
many  years  past  been  pressing  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  this  matter  up,  and,  as  they 
could  not  get  the  Government  to  move, 
they  had  no  alternative  but  to  do  it 
themselves.  The  Bill  was  opposed  in  the 
other  House  by  the  Attorney-General,  but 
when  he  came  to  take  a  division  only  nine 
other  Members  voted  with  him  against 
the  Bill.  That,  I  think,  shows  how  strong 
the  feeling  of  the  commercial  community  is 
in  this  matter.  1  am  speaking  for  the 
whole  of  the  Chambers  of  Commerce, 
-and  my  noble  and  learned  friend  Lord 
Davey  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  Incor- 
porated Law  Society.  At  the  same  time, 
I  cannot  but  feel  that  the  proposal 
made  by  the  noble  and  learned  Earl 
on  the  Woolsack  may  be  reasonable,  and 
-one  which  I  cannot  resist.    I  hope,  how- 


ever, that  the  operation  of  the  Bill  will 
not  be  postponed  beyond  a  fixed  date, 
and  certainly  not  later  than  another 
year. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Thursday  next. 

OUTDOOR  RELIEF  (PENSIONERS)  BILL. 
[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

♦The  Marquess  of  GRANBY:  My 
Lords,  in  moving  the  Second  Reading  of 
this  Bill  I  would  point  out  that  it  con- 
sists of  only  one  operative  clause,  and 
that  clause  simply  provides  that  a  board 
of  guardians,  in  granting  outdoor  relief 
to  any  pensioner  of  the  Army  or  Navy 
otherwise  entitled  to  such  relief,  shall  not 
take  into  consideration  the  amount  of 
his  pension  except  in  so  far  as  it  exceeds 
5s.  a  week.  I  am  aware  that  this  Bill  in 
its  provisions  follows  somewhat  closely 
another  Bill  which  met  with  an  unfortun- 
ate reception  at  your  Lordships'  hands 
recently,  but  I  would  point  out  that 
this  measure  affects  another  class  of  the 
community  altogether.  This  Bill  touches 
a  class  who  have  done  good  service  for 
their  country,  and  have  very  possibly 
been  wounded  in  that  service,  and  it  is 
designed  with  the  object  primarily  of 
enabling  those  men  to  keep  out  of  the 
workhouse.  There  is  nothing  which 
acts  more  prejudicially  against  recruiting 
than  the  fact  that  a  man  who  has  served 
in  His  Majesty's  Army  or  Navy  should 
be  forced,  through  no  fault  of  his  own,  to 
go  into  the  workhouse.  It  has  been 
said  in  another  place  that  one  man  in  a 
workhouse  prevents  ten  men  enlisting. 
I  will  not  go  so  far  as  that,  but  there  is 
no  doubt  that  the  knowledge  that  an 
old  soldier  or  sailor  is  in  the  workhouse 
does  prejudicially  affect  recruiting  in 
[  the  district  in  which  that  workhouse  is. 
There  is  nothing,  so  far  as  I  know,  that 
these  men  dislike  more  than  the  idea  of 
having  to  go  into  the  workhouse,  yet 
undoubtedly  the  smaller  pensions  which 
are  granted  by  the  Government  are  not 
sufficient  to  enable  them  in  some  in- 
stances to  keep  out  of  it.  I  should 
like  to  learn  that  His  Majesty's 
I  Government    had   in    contemplation  a 
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measure  which  would  enable  a  sufficiently 
large  minimum  pension  to  be  granted  to 
those  who  have  suffered  in  the  service 
of  the  country  to  enable  them  at  any 
rate  to  keep  out  of  the  workhouse.  I 
am  of  opinion  that  this  burden  should 
fall  on  the  Imperial  Exchequer  rather 
than  on  local  rates,  but  if  no  Government 
measure  is  forthcoming,  I  think  it  is 
necessary  that  a  minor  measure  of  this 
kind  should  be  introduced.  I  beg  to 
move  the  Second  Reading,  and  I  trust 
your  Lordships  may  be  favourably  dis- 
posed towards  it. 

Moved,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\ — 
(The  Marquess  of  Granby.) 

Lord  LAMINGTON:  My  Lords,  I 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  moving  the  rejec- 
tion of  this  bill.  1  happened  to  be  out 
of  the  House  when  the  noble  Marquess 
began  his  remarks,  but  I  imagine  that 
he  referred  to  the  fact  that  your  Lord- 
ships had  already  disposed  of  a  Bill  this 
session  dealing  with  the  same  object. 
In  the  first  place,  I  protest  against 
the  Poor  Law  system  of  the  country 
being  attacked  by  nibbles.  That  is  quite 
the  wrong  principle  to  go  upon.  If  the 
Poor  Law  system  is  unsatisfactory,  let  the 
Government  have  an  inquiry  by  a  Royal 
Commission  or  some  other  body,  but  it 
should  not  be  altered  in  this  way  by 
small  Bills  introduced  from  time  to  time. 
The  noble  Marquess  expressed  his  admira- 
tion for  those  who  had  fought  and  suffered 
for  their  country.  I  am  sure  we  are  all 
agreed  in  thinking  that  the  defenders  of 
our  country  deserve  the  best  treatment 
that  can  possibly  be  given  to  them,  but 
I  do  not  see  why  soldiers  and  sailors 
should  be  selected  for  favours  above  other 
classes  of  the  community.  If  they  suffer 
for  their  country,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
War  Office,  to  see  that  they  are  pro- 
perly rewarded  ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
a  wounded  soldier  receives  a  pension  in 
proportion  to  his  disablement.  The 
Government  are  not  at  all  backward  in 
the  endeavour  to  prevent  such  a  man 
becoming  a  pauper.  The  hon.  Member 
who  introduced  this  Bill  in  the  other 
House  said  it  contained  exactly  the  same 
principle  as  the  Friendly  Societies  Bill. 
But  there  is  the  vital  distinction,  that  the 
arguments  in  that  case  in  favour  of  the 
Bill  were  founded  on  the  fact  that  the 
Bill   would   encourage   people   who   had 

The  Marquess  of  Granby. 


observed  habits  of  thrift  on  their  own 
account.  In  this  case,  however,  it 
is  the  Government  who  have  exercised 
thrift  for  the  men.  Colonel  Blundell  said 
in  the  House  of  Commons  that  the  Bill 
was  brought  forward  with  the  general  in- 
tention that  a  pensioner  should  receive 
the  benefit  of  the  thrift  which  was  exer- 
cised for  him,  and  at  his  expense,  by  the 
State  during  his  service.  Therefore  a 
pensioner  is  in  the  same  position  as  a 
member  of  a  friendly  society,  with  this 
distinction,  that  in  his  case  the  thrift  was 
practised  by  the  Government  on  his 
behalf,  and  not  by  the  man  himself.  I 
have  another  supporter  of  my  Amend- 
ment for  the  rejection  of  the  Bill  in  Lord 
James  of  Hereford,  who  said,  in  moving 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Friendly 
Societies  Bill — 

"I  think  this  Bill  (Friendly  Societies  Bill) 
ha*  greater  claims  on  your  Lordships'  considera- 
tion than  any  Bill  which  may  be  introduced  for 
the  exemption  of  Army  and  Navy  pensioners, 
for  that  which  is  sought  to  be  exempted  in  the 
Bill  I  now  move  is  the  result  of  a  man's  own. 
voluntary  saving*." 

The  Poor  Law  system  of  this  country  is 
founded  on  the  principle  that  every  one 
is  entitled  to  relief  in  distress,  quite  apart 
from  his  merits.  A  certain  amount  of 
disparagement  was  thrown  on  boards  of 
guardians  in  the  recent  debate,  but  I  think 
they  are  just  as  likely  to  show  a  kindly 
consideration  to  their  fellow  men  as  any 
of  us  in  this  House.  I  think,  therefore, 
that  we  ought  to  adhere  to  the  present 
principle,  unless  some  more  powerful 
arguments  are  brought  forward.  Not  a 
single  instance  has  been  advanced  that 
the  present  Poor  Law  regulations  impose 
any  hardships  on  soldiers ;  and  certainly, 
if  the  proposal  of  the  Bill  is  accepted  the 
cost  should  fall  upon  the  Exchequer  rather 
than  upon  the  rates,  as  it  is  entirely  a 
matter  of  Imperial  concern. 

Amendment  moved — 

"To  leave  out  '  now '  and  to  add  at  the  end 
of  the  Motion  'this  day  three  months." " — 
{Lord  Lamington.) 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS :  My  Lords, 
I  rise  to  support  the  rejection  of  this 
Bill.  The  one  thing  that  your  Lordships 
and  Parliament  should  be  careful  about 
is  how  you  in  any  way  tamper  with  the 
Poor  Law  and  its  administration.  If  your 
Lordships  will  look  back  some  seventy 
years  to  the  state  of  England  at  the  time 
when   the    Poor  Law   Commission    was 
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appointed  you  will  find  that  through  the 
lax  administration  of  outdoor  relief  a 
state  of  demoralisation  existed  throughout 
the  whole  agricultural  population  which 
was  really  shocking.  We  read  in  the 
evidence  that  men  said — 

"  Damn  work,  curse  work,  blast  work  ;  why 
should  I  work  when  I  can  get  10s.  from  the 
rates  and  do  nothing  ?  " 

That  was  the  state  of  things  which  existed 
seventy  years  ago.  We  still  have  senti- 
mental complaints  of  the  harsh  adminis- 
tration of  the  Poor  Law,  but  I  believe  in 
the  policy  of  being  cruel  to  be  kind,  and 
that  if  the  law,  especially  with  regard  to 
outdoor  relief,  is  firmly  administered 
poverty  will  decrease.  If  there  is  one 
man  in  England  more  than  another  who 
knows  all  about  this  question  it  is  the 
able  Secretary  of  the  Charity  Organisa- 
tion Society,  Mr.  Loch.  I  wrote  to  him 
asking  him  if  he  would  kindly  send  me 
his  opinion  with  regard  to  this  Bill 
so  that  I  could  read  it  to  the  House.  I 
received  an  answer  from  the  Assistant 
Secretary  stating  that  Mr.  Loch  is  out 
of  town,  and  that  practically  this  Bill  is 
the  same  in  principle  as  the  other  Bill 
which  was  introduced  by  my  noble  and 
learned  friend  Lord  James.  In  a  paper 
on  the  latter  Bill  Mr.  Loch  wrote — 

"  There  is  no  clause  in  the  Bill  repealing  or 
amending  the  Act  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ;  yet  in 
fact  it  is  a  partial  repeal  of  that  Act." 

And  he  went  on  to  say — 

11  It  may  be  desirable  to  reform  the  Poor  Law, 
but  it  is  hardly  desirable  to  reform  it  in  such 
a  way  as  to  extend  materially  the  incidence  of 
pauperism,  and  to  cteate  a  large  new  class  of 
privileged  paupers.  To  create  what  is  practi- 
cally a  new  Poor  Law  by  casual  Amendments, 
ba*ed  on  side  issues,  cannot  be  other  than  in- 
jurious and  unjust." 

We  hear  of  people  objecting  to  go  into 
the  workhouse.  About  ten  years  ago  I 
visited  the  workhouse  of  my  own  county. 
I  found  it  charmingly  situated  on  the 
banks  of  the  river,  and  overlooking  some 
beautiful  woods.  The  only  articles  want- 
ing were  armchairs.  We  provided  the 
inmates,  who  had  been  compelled  hitherto 
to  sit  on  benches  in  rows,  with  cheap 
armchairs,  and  then  there  was  nothing 
whatever  to  complain  of.  A  workhouse 
is  by  no  means  a  penitentiary,  as  some 
people  imagine.  If  the  Poor  Law  is 
wrongly  administered,  if  there  is  any 
serious  complaint  against  it,  let  it  be  in- 
quired into.  We  live  in  an  inquiring  age, 
and  it  mav  be  desirable  that  a  small  Com- 


mission similar  to  the  one  which  inquired 
into  the  state  of  the  Poor  Law  seventy  years 
ago,  should  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  whole  question  of  the  administration 
of  the  Poor  Law  and  outdoor  relief.  Then 
we  shall  know  whether  a  general  measure 
for  simplifying,  and  what  is  called  making 
more  humane,  that  administration  is 
necessary. 

On  Question,  whether  "now"  shall 
stand  part  of  the  Motion,  resolved  in  the 
negative ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  2a  this  day 
three  months. 

ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  (AMEND- 
MENT) BILL. 
Read    3a  (according   to    Order),   and 


LUNACY  ACTS  (AMENDMENT) 
LONDON  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Read  3a  (according  to  Order) :  Amend- 
ments (Privilege)  made :  Bill  passed,, 
and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

PISTOLS  BILL. 
Amendments  reported  (according    to 
Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  to-morrow. 

PUBLIC  OFFICES  (DUBLIN)  BILL. 

Second  Reading  (which  stands  ap- 
pointed for  this  day)  put  off  till  to- 
morrow. 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes 
before  Six  o'clock,  till  to- 
morrow, a  quarter  past  Four 
o'clock. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Thursday >  Wth  July,  1903. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 


PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  BILL  [LORDS] 
(STANDING  ORDERS  APPLICABLE 
THERETO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,   the  Standing  Orders 
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which  are  applicable  thereto  have  been 
complied  with,  viz.  : — 

EDUCATION  BOARD  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  CONFIRMATION  (LONDON) 
BILL  [Lords.] 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  to-morrow. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (NO  STANDING 
ORDERS  APPLICABLE). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred, 
pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  House  of 
the  10th  day  of  July,  no  Standing 
Orders' are  applicable,  viz.: — London 
School  Board  (Hilldrop  Road  Site) 
Bill 

Broadstairs  Gas  Bill,  Hyde  Cor- 
poration Bill,  Leigh  Corporation  Bill. 
Lords'  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast 
Railway  Bill  [Lords]  (King's  consent 
signified).  Read  the  third  time,  and 
passed,  with  Amendments. 

South  Lancashire  Tramways  Bill 
[Lords].  Read  the  third  time,  and 
passed,  with  Amendments. 

Carmarthenshire  Electric  Power  Bill 
[Lords],  Fife  Electric  Power  Bill  [Lords] ; 
As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1) 
Bill  [Lords] ;  Copy  ordered,  "  of  Memor- 
andum stating  the  nature  of  the  pro 
posals  contained  in  the  Provisional  Orders 
included  in  the  Tramways  Orders  Con- 
firmation (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords]."— (Mr. 
Bonar  Law.) 

Chatham  and  District  Light  Railways 
Bill  [Lords],  Rochester  Corporation 
Tramways  and  Improvements  Bill 
{Lords].  Reported,  with  Amendments; 
Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  H). 
Sir  Augustus  Godson  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Group  H  of  Private 
Bills:  That,  for  the  convenience  of 
parties,  they  had  adjourned  till  Tuesday 
next,  at  half-past  eleven  of  the  clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


Willesden  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
[Lords] ;  Reported,  with  Amendments, 
from  the  Police  and  Sanitary  Com- 
mittee. Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to. 
Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  4)  Bill,  with  an  Amendment. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  2)  Bill;  Pier  and  Harbour  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  3)  Bill;  Wood 
Green  Urban  District  Council  Bill  ; 
Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway 
(Transfer)  Bill,  now  Baker  Street  and 
Waterloo  Railway  Bill ;  Walker  and 
Wallsend  Union  Gas  Bill ;  Midland  Great 
Western  Railway  of  Ireland  Bill,  with 
Amendments. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  2)  Bill;  Pier  and  Harbour  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  3)  Bill.  Lords1 
Amendments  to  be  considered  To-morrow. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS 
(SPECIAL  EXCEPTIONS  —  MEAL 
HOURS  IN  IRON  AND  STEEL 
FOUNDRIES  IN  SCOTLAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Order,  dated  14th 
July,  1903,  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  in 
pursuance  of  Section  40  (4)  of  The 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  ex- 
tending the  special  exceptions  as  to  meal 
hours  to  male  young  persons  employed 
in  iron  and  steel  foundries  in  Scotland 
[by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CRIMINAL  LAW  AND  PROCEDURE 
(IRELAND)  ACT,  1887  (PROCLAMA- 
TION). 

Copy  presented,  of  a  Proclamation, 
dated  14th  July,  1903,  revoking  the 
several  proclamations  mentioned  in  the 
schedule  thereto  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

ARMY  (PHYSICAL  CONDITION  OF 
RECRUITS). 

Copy  presented,  of  Memorandum  by 
the  Director-General,  Army  Medical 
Service,  on  the  physical  unfitness  of  men 
offering  themselves  for  enlistment  in  the 
Army  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 
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CALEDONIAN  CANAL. 
Copy  of  Ninety-eighth  Report  of  the 
Commissioners  [by  Act]  ;  to  be  printed. 
[No.  259.1 


TRADE  (COLONIES  AND  UNITED 
KINGDOM). 

Return  ordered,  "showing  the  Trade 
of  the  varions  British  Colonies  and 
Possessions,  inclusive  of  bullion  and 
specie,  with  the  United  Kingdom,  other 
British  Possessions,  and  foreign  countries 
during  each  of  the  years  1890-1900,  in 
!  the  following  form  : — 


Imports. 


13 


<■£§ 


l! 

at 

I1 


I 
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Exports. 
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'£  - 
—  - 


s  8 

II 


—(Mr.  JWfer.) 

RIFLE  RANGES. 
Address  for  "  Return  of  the  number 
of  Rifle  Ranges  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
giving  the  situation,  range,  and  number 
of  targets  available  on  each  Range ;  the 
number  of  Government  Ranges  that  have 
been  closed  during  the  last  year  and  the 
number  that  have  been  opened  ;  and  the 
number  and  description  of  Ranges  being 
constructed." — (Mr.  Warner.) 


I. 

I 

11 

33 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCU- 
LATED WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Loan  Fund  Legislation  in  Ireland. 
Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  why  the  present  Government, 
which  has  been  in  officefor  eight  years,  has 
never  made  any  attempt  to  pass  a  measure 
dealing  with  the  Loan  Fund  system 
in  Ireland  containing  provisions  tending 
to  secure  more  regular  and  business-like 
attention  to  their  duties  on  the  part  of 
the  trustees  and  treasurers  of  the  Loan 
Fund  Societies. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  WyndJuim.)  As 
already  stated,  the  Government  in  1900 
introduced  and  passed  into  law  a  Bill 
framed  to  meet  the  most  pressing  of  the 
difficulties  of  the  Loan  Fund  system.  The 
Act  was  admittedly  a  provisional 
measure,  and  if  the  Government,  by 
further  legislation,  has  been   unable   to 


complete  the  reform  of  the  system,  the 
hon.  Member,  with  his  experience  of  the 
time  occupied  in  the  passage  during  the 
past  eight  years  of  other  and  more  im- 
portant measures,  should  himself  be  able 
to  supply  an  answer  to  his  Question. 

Alleged  Assault  on  Mrs.  Fitzgerald. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Cork 
County,  N.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he 
will  inquire  into  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  an  assault  committed  by 
Sergeant  Shelley  upon  Mrs.  Fitzgerald, 
a  woman  of  advanced  years,  in  Kildorrery 
on  the  28th  of  June ;  what  offence,  if 
any,  did  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  commit ;  and 
why  was  the  ordinary  course  of  proceed- 
ing by  summons  departed  from  in  this 
case. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  On  the 
date  mentioned  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  used 
abusive  language  in  the  public  street. 
Sergeant  Shelley  requested  her  to  desist. 
She  threw  herself  on  the  ground  and 
had  to  be  removed  by  the  police.  For 
some  time  past  she  has  indulged  in 
similar  misconduct  and  has  been  warned 
that  persistence  in  it  will  lead  to  a 
prosecution. 

Construction  of  the  Chiromo  and  Blantyre 
Railway. 

Mr.  WEIR(Ross  and  Cromarty):  Toask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign. 


843 


Questions. 


{COMMONS} 


Questions 


844 


Affairs  whether  he  is  now  in  a  position  i 
to  state  when  the  Chiromo  and  Blantyre 
Railway  will  be  commenced,  what 
length  of  line  is  it  proposed  to  construct, 
when  is  it  expected  to  be  finished,  and 
what  will  be  the  cost  per  mile. 

{Answered  by  Lord  Cranbome.)  Accord- 
ing to  a  contract  concluded  on  31st 
December  last  between  His  Majesty's 
Government  and  the  Shire  Highlands 
Railway  Nyassaland  Company,  Limited, 
the  line  between  Chiromo  and  Blantyre 
is  to  be  commenced  with  reasonable  dis- 
patch and  completed  within  five  years 
from  the  above  date.  It  is  understood 
that  materials  for  construction  have 
already  reached  the  Protectorate.  The 
length  of  line  between  Chiromo  and 
Blantyre  is  about  eighty  miles.  I  am 
unable  to  say  what  the  cost  per  mile 
may  be. 

Trade  of  Somaliland,  British  East  and 
Central  Africa  and  Uganda. 

Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire, 
Rushcliffe) :  To  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  what  were 
the  figures  of  imports  and  exports  for 
the  year  ended  31st  March,  1903,  for  the 
Protectorates  of  Somaliland,  British 
Oentral  Africa,  East  Africa,  and  Uganda, 
distinguishing  in  each  case,  so  far  as 
may  be,  figures  arising  from  administra- 
tion or  construction  of  public  works  and 
those  due  to  natural  trade ;  and  what 
proportion  of  the  import  and  export 
figures  arises  from  trade  with  the 
British  Isles  on  the  one  hand  and  other 
countries  on  the  other. 

(Answered  by  Lord  [Cranbome.)  The 
figures  for  the  East  Africa  Protectorate 
are  shown  in  the  Report  by  His  Majesty's 
Commissioner  which  was  presented  to 
the  House  in  June  last  ^Africa,  No.  6, 
pages  33-38).  The  Reports  on  the  other 
Protectorates  will  be  presented  to  the 
House  as  soon  as  they  are  available. 

Grants-in-Aid  to  Somaliland,  British  East 
Africa,  etc 
Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  :  To  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
what  sums  have  been  paid  out  of  the 
National  Exchequer  by  way  of  grants-in* 
aid  or  otherwise  to  the  Protectorates  of 
Somaliland,  British  Central  Africa,  East 
Africa,  and  Uganda,  respectively,  during 
the  financial  year  ended  31st  March, 
1903. 


(Answered  by  Lord  Cranbome. )  Uganda, 
£135,000;  British  Central  Africa, 
£50,000;  East  Africa,  £244,000;  East 
Africa,  Supplementary,  £69,600  ;  Somali- 
land, £25,000. 

Indian  Irrigation  Commission— Recom- 
mendations. 

Mr.  WEIR:  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  seeing  that  the  Report 
of  the  Irrigation  Commission  will  not  be 
in  the  hands  of  Members  until  the  end 
of  the  month,  will  he  state  briefly  the 
most  important  recommendations  con- 
tained in  the  Report. 

(Answered  by  Secretary  Lord  George 
Hamilton.)  No  copy  or  abstract  of  the 
Report  of  the  Irrigation  Commission  has 
yet  reached  the  India  Office,  and  I 
cannot  therefore  state  what  the  chief 
recommendations  are. 

Increase  of  Deposits  in  Post  Office 
Savings  Bank  in  India. 

Mr.  WEIR :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 

State  for  India,  seeing  that  accounts  in 

the   Post  Office  Savings  Bank  of  India 

have  increased  from  £145,628  in  1899- 

i  1900  to  £425,911  in  1901-2,  can  he  state 

the  number  of  depositors  by  whom  these 

I  accounts   are   held  and    the  occupations 

|  followed  by  the  bulk  of  the  depositors. 

(Answered  by  Secretary  Lord  George 
|  Hamilton.)  The  hon.  Member's  figures 
are  incorrect.  The  balances  at  the  credit 
of  depositors  amounted  on  31st  March 
1900,  to  £6,431,000  ;  on  31st  March 
1902,  to  £7,121,000.  The  classification 
of  the  depositors  at  the  latter  date,  as 
given  in  the  Report  on  the  Post  Office  of 
I  India,  was  as  follows :  Class  I.  Pro 
fessional  —  A.  Having  fixed  income, 
233,108 ;  B.  Having  variable  income, 
58,130;  Class  II.  Domestic,  151,204; 
]  Class  III.  Commercial,  32,065  :  Class  IV. 
Agricultural,  12,387  ;  Class  V.  Industrial, 
27,450;  Class  VI.  Indefinite,  352,349. 
Total,  866,693. 

Capitalised  Value  of  State  Railways  and 
Canals  in  India. 

Mr.  WEIR :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  in  view  of  a  statement 
contained  in  paragraph  75  of  the  Indian 
Financial  Statement  for  the  current  year 
to  the  effect  that  the  capitalised  value  of 
State  railways  and  canals  at  25  years 
purchase  of  the  net  animal  average  revenue 
for  the  three  years  ending  31st    March 
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1902,  shows  the  capitalised  value  of  these 
undertakings  to  be  £264,065,000,  will  he 
indicate  the  value  placed  on  canals  as 
distinct  from  railways. 

(Answered  by  Secretary  Lord  George 
Hamilton.)    £41,387,000. 

Indian  Currency— Sovereigns  and  Gold 
Reserve. 

Sib  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether 
the  result  of  the  inquiries  addressed  to 
the  Government  of  India  in  March  last 
will  enable  him  now  to  state  in  round 
numbers  how  many  sovereigns,  British 
or  Australian,  have  been  paid  into  the 
Indian  Treasuries  for  land  revenue, 
Customs,  or  other  fiscal  payments,  since 
those  coins  were  made  legal  tender  at 
the  rate  of  fifteen  rupees  ;  also,  for  the 
same  period,  what  number  of  sovereigns 
have  been  paid  out  at  the  game  rate  by 
the  Departments  for  Public  Works,  and 
other  local  purchases  of  materials,  for 
stores,  salaries,  interest,  and  other  State 
obligations ;  what  is  now  the  total 
amount  of  currency  reserves  in  gold 
held  respectively  in  India  and  England ; 
and  what  proportions  of  that  amount 


(Answered  by  Secretary  Lord  George  Hamilton.) 


consist  of  coins,  bars,  or  other  forms  of 
that  precious  metal 

(Answered  by  Secretary  Lord  George 
Hamilton.)  The  Government  of  India 
have  informed  me  that  the  information 
asked  for  in  the  first  two  clauses  of  the 
Question  cannot  be  supplied,  as  no 
detailed  record  is  kept  of  the  nature  of 
the  transactions  in  the  course  of  which 
the  Government  Treasuries  receive  or 
issue  gold.  I  am,  however,  still  in  com- 
munication with  the  Government  of 
India  on  the  subject.  The  amount  of 
gold  held  by  the  Government  in  India  is 
£9,740,000,  and  it  is  practically  all  in 
the  form  of  sovereigns.  In  England 
£4,110,000  2£  per  cent.  Consolidated 
Stock  is  held  on  account  of  the  Gold 
Reserve  Fund. 

Area  under  Crops  in  India. 
Mr.  WEIR :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  if  he  will  state  the  cropped 
area  of  the  various  Provinces  of  India 
for  the  year  1901-2  compared  with 
the  previous  year,  and  with  the  year 
1891-2;  and  will  he  specify  approxi- 
mately the  percentage  under  wheat  and 
the  other  crops  in  each  Province. 


Total  Cropped  Area. 

Percentage  of  Area  under  Chief 
Crops  in  1901-2. 

Provinces. 

1891-2. 
Acres. 

1900-1901. 
Acres. 

1901-2. 
Acres. 

+3 

8 

a 

Other 

Food 

Grains,  f 

Oilseeds. 

Cotton, 
Jute,  etc. 

Other 
Crops.} 

Burmah 

7,832,000 

11,835,000 

11,694,000 

02 

7  07 

140 

1          I 
72 1    13      66 

Bengal 

61,227,000 

60,898,000 

59,973,000 

2-3 

601 

18  3 

5-9  |    4-2  !    92 

United  Provinces 

41,904,000 

42,036,000 

42,621,000 

15*2 

16*7 

547 

19 

2-9 !    86 

Punjab  (includiner 
North    -    West 
Frontier       Pro- 
vinces) 

21,409,000 

28,570,000* 

18,326,000* 

337 

39 

397 

3  6 

1 
5-0  !  14-1 

Bombay  and  Sind 

27,993,000 

25,468,000 

27,062,000 

5*9 

8-7 

65-6 

63 

11-3|    22 

Central  Provinces 

17,201,000 

16,210,000 

17,244,000 

152 

263 

399 

9*8  j    6-1  |    2-7 

Madras 

24,308,000 

27,850,000 

29,740,000 

1 

243 

56-4 

6*7 '    4-8      7*7 

Berar    . 

6,676,000 

6,820,000 

7,033,000 

4-0 

•5 

49  7 

5-9  1  38-4!    1-5 

Minor  Provinces  . 

2,415,000 

5,275,000 

5,390,000 

— 

68  3 

66 

57      1  1  '  183 

i          1 

219,965,000 

224,962,000 

219,083,000 

8-5 

32  0 

1    403 

i         i 
5*5 1    60,    77 

*  Actually  reaped  areas,  and  excluding  crop  failures.  t  Principally  millets  and  puls< 

£  Includes  sugar,  tobacco,  tea,  fodder,  opium,  etc 
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Motor-Car  Transport  in  India. 

Mr.  WEIR :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  he  is  aware 
that  experiments  are  being  made  with 
automobile  cars  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
veying produce  and  merchandise  between 
the  various  villages  and  stations  in 
Bengal  starting  from  Calcutta  along  the 
Grand  Trunk  Road;  and  will  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  call  for  a  Report  as  to 
how  far  these  experiments  have  suc- 
ceeded* 

(Answered  by  Secretai-y  Lord  George 
Hamilton.)  I  have  no  information  on 
the  subject.  If  the  experiments  are 
considered  by  the  Government  of  India 
to  be  of  importance  they  will  doubtless 
see  that  all  material  information  regard- 
ing them  is  collected  by  the  local 
authorities. 


Canard  Steamship  Com 


SteamsHip  company 
New  Zealand  Hails. 


and  the 


Mr.  ALFRED  DAVIES  (Carmarthen 
Boroughs):  ToaskthePostmaater-General 
if  he  is  aware  that  the  New  Zealand 
mails  were  due  and  arrived  in  New 
York  at  ten  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
Saturday  the  30th  May,  and  the  Post- 
master of  New  York  sent  to  the  Cunard 
Steamship  Company  to  ask  if  they 
would  let  their  steamer  "  Campania/ ' 
which  was  to  leave  the  docks  at  9  a.m. 
on  that  day,  slacken  speed  in  the  river, 
and  he.  would  send  a  special  tug  with 
the  mails,  getting  them  on  board  by 
noon,  and  that  the  Cunard  Steamship 
Company  did  not  see  their  way  to  so 
act,  although  oon  si  derations  of  tide  did 
not  prevent,  with  the  result  that  the 
mails  had  to  remain  in  New  York  from 
Saturday  till  the  following  Wednesday ; 
and  if  so,  will  he  see  if  there  can  now  be 
an  arrangement  with  the  Cunard  steam- 
ship Company  to  provide  for  taking 
such  mails  on  board  under  similar 
circumstances. 

(Ansivered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
I  am  informed  that  if  the  "  Campania  " 
had  waited  for  the  New  Zealand  mail, 
as  suggested,  she  would  have  been 
unable  to  cross  the  bar  of  New  York 
Harbour  until  one  o'clock  or  later, 
which,  as  the  tide  was  ebbing,  might 
luve  involved  more  risk  than  the 
circumstances  justified,  and  might  have 


necessitated  delay  for  the  next  tide. 
The  Cunard  Company  are  not  under 
contract  with  me  for  the  conveyance  of 
mails  from  New  York  to  this  country, 
but  they  have  assured  me  that,  when 
their  New  York  agents  can  safely  detain 
one  of  their  homeward-bound  steamers 
for  the  New  Zealand  mail,  they  will  do 
so.  I  may  add  that  I  am  informed  that 
the  Company's  vessels  have  waited  for 
these  mails  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
and  have  received  the  thanks  of  the 
agent  for  New  Zealand  at  San  Francisco 
fof  so  doing. 

Chinese  Mails— Trans-Siberian  Route. 

Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  (Essex,  Rom- 
ford) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
mails  from  Tientsin  and  other  Chinese 
towns  are  sent  to  England  in  from 
twenty-four  to  twenty-six  days  by  the 
Trans-Siberian  route,  whereas  mails  from 
England  to  those  towns  are  sent  by  the 
Suez  Canal  route  occupying  from  thirty- 
five  to  forty-five  days,  he  will  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  arranging  for  the 
mails  from  England  to  go  by  the  Trans- 
Siberian  route. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  A  usten  Chamberlain.) 
I  am  endeavouring  to  come  to  an  ar- 
rangement with  the  Russian  authorities 
to  enable  persons  in  this  country  to  send 
correspondence  to  the  Far  East  by  the 
Trans-Siberian  route. 


Reduction  of  Light  dues  in  the  United 
States. 

Sir  THOMAS  DEWAR  (Tower  Ham- 
lets, St.  George's) :  To  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  seeing  that  the 
charges  made  on  British  vessels  entering 
United  States  ports  are  estimated  to 
produce  about  £70,000  annually,  and 
that  it  has  recently  been  decided  to 
reduce  to  the  extent  of  \2\  per  cent,  the 
charge  for  light  dues  on  all  vessels  enter- 
ing British  ports,  can  he  see  his  way  to 
communicate  with  the  United  States 
Government  with  a  view  to  secure  a 
compensating  reduction  in  the  charges 
made  on  British  vessels  entering  United 
States  ports. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  I 
will  have  the  figures  carefully  gone  into 
and   consider  in   conjunction    with    the 
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Foreign  Office  whether  any  representa- 
tions could  usefully  be  made  to  that 
Government  on  the  subject. 

Total  Value  of  Imports  from  Foreign 
Countries  into  British  Possessions. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (Yorkshire, 
Cleveland) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  if  he  will  state  what  is 
the  aggregrate  value  of  the  importation 
from  foreign  countries  into  the  British 
colonies,  dependencies,  and  protectorates, 
of  commodities  which  are  not  produced  in 
the  United  Kingdom  or  are  exported 
from  the  United  Kingdom  to  only  a  small 
extent;  giving  separately  the  figures 
for  mineral  oils,  timber  (including 
planks),  metal  ores,  raw  cotton,  raw  silk, 
tobacco  (unmanufactured),  sugar,  coffee, 
wines,  dried  fruits,  wheat,  maize,  rice, 
other  agricultural  and  dairy  products, 
and  miscellaneous  commodities. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.) 
The  information  cannot  be  supplied  in 
answer  to  a  Question.  If  the  hon. 
Member  will  put  down  a  Return  specify 
ing  the  articles  for  which  he  desires  the 
particulars  mentioned  in  his  Question  I 
will  consider  how  far  the  Return  can  be 
granted  ;  but  its  preparation  in  any  case 
will  take  a  considerable  time.  In  the 
meantime  perhaps  the  hon.  Member  will 
consult  Part  XXV.  of  the  Statistical 
Tables  relating  to  the  Colonial  and  other 
Possessions  of  the  United  Kingdom  [Cd. 
1324  of  1902]. 

Exports  of  Ootton  Piece  Goods  in  1872 
and  1902. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  (Dewsbury) :  To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
what  is  the  length  of  cotton  piece  goods 
exported  to  foreign  countries  in  1872  and 
1902  respectively. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.) 
The  cotton  piece  goods  entered  by  the 
yard  exported  to  foreign  countries  in 
1872  and  1902  were  as  follows  :  — 
1872  -  2,205,000,000  yards;  1902- 
2,669,000,000.  The  figures  for  1872 
include  exports  to  British  colonies  in 
cases  in  which  the  amounts  were  too 
small  to  be  separately  specified. 

New  Road  from  the  Mall  to  Charing 
Cross— Date  of  Opening. 

Sir  HENRY  FOWLER  (Wolver- 
hampton, E.) :  To  ask  the  hon.  Member 
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for  West  Derbyshire,  as  representing  the 
First  Commissioner  of  Works,  when  the 
road  from  the  Mall  to  Charing  Cross  will 
be  opened  for  traffic. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Victor  Cavendish.) 
The  First  Commissioner  fears  that  he 
cannot  fix  a  definite  date ;  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  demolition  of  the  houses  in 
Spring  Gardens  are  being  made  as  rapidly 
as  possible. 

Punishment  of  Habitual  Offenders- 
Amendment  of  Law. 

Mr.  TALBOT  (Oxford  University) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  a  recent  charge  of  Mr. 
Justice  Phillimore;  and  whether  it  is 
his  intention,  during  the  present  session, 
to  introduce  legislation,  such  as  was 
indicated  by  the  learned  Judge,  for  the 
amendment  of  the  law  as  to  the  treat- 
ment of  habitual  offenders. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers 
Douglas).  I  have  seen  reports  of  a  state- 
ment made  by  Mr.  Justice  Phillimore  on 
this  subject,  and  I  hope  to  be  able 
shortly  to  introduce  a  Bill  leading  in  the 
direction  indicated  by  the  learned  Judge. 

Private  Executions— Extorted 
Confessions. 

Mr.  H.  D.  GREENE  (Shrewsbury): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  the  rules 
under  the  statute  directing  executions  to 
take  place  privately  within  prisons  permit 
any  official  to  interrogate  prisoners  under 
sentence  of  death  with  a  view  to  extort 
admissions  or  confessions ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  consider  the  expediency 
of  so  altering  the  rules  as  to  ensure  that 
this  proceeding  will  not  be  applied  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  cause  unnecessary 
suffering  to  the  condemned  prisoner. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers 
Douiflas.)  The  relations  between  the 
chaplain  and  the  prisoners  under  his 
spiritual  care  are  a  matter  not  dealt  with, 
and  hardly  capable  of  being  dealt  with  by 
statutory  rules.  In  the  case  to  which 
I  take  the  hon.  Member  to  refer,  I  have 
called  for  a  report  from  the  chaplain,  and 
he  informs  me  that  Dougal  had  promised 
to  make  a  true  confession  on  the  eve  of  his 
execution,  but  failed  to  do  so.    "  As  the  last 
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moment  approached,"  the  chaplain  says, 
"my  spiritual  anxiety  became  intense. 
1  prayed  earnestly  with  him  during  the 
last  quarter  of  an  hour,  during  which  he 
sobbed,  but  he  seemed  unable  to  unbend 
and  make  a  confession.  I  knew  not 
what  to  do  more,  so,  under  strong  im- 
pulse, and  quite  on  the  inspiration  of  the 
moment,  I  made  the  strong  appeal  at  the  | 
scaffold."  While  making  every  allowance 
for  the  chaplain's  difficult  position  I  think 
the  incident  is  to  be  regretted,  and  I  will 
endeavour  to  prevent  a  similar  occurrence 
in  the  future. 

Colonel  WYNDHAM  MURRAY 
(Bath):  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  in  view  of  I 
the  proceedings  which  took  place  at  the 
execution  at  Chelmsford,  whether  it  is 
part  of  the  duty  of  a  prison  chaplain  to 
demand  a  confession  from  a  criminal 
when  actually  on  the  scaffold. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Akers 
Douglas.)  I  beg  to  refer  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  to  the  full  Answer  which 
I  have  given  on  the  same  subject  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Shrewsbury. 

Appointment  of  Prison  Commissioner. 

Mb.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  when  it  is  proposed  to 
appoint  a  Prison  Commissioner  in  the 
room  of  Lieut.-Col.  Garsia  ;  and  whether, 
in  the  selection  of  Colonel  Garsia's 
successor,  special  regard  will  be  had  to 
experience  in  the  Prison  Department. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers 
Douglus.)  I  propose  to  submit  an 
appointment  for  the  King's  approval  in 
due  course;  and  the  hon.  Member  may 
rest  assured  that  before  doing  so  I  shall 
give  due  weight  to  all  proper  considera- 
tions. 


Vivisection    Experiments— Presence     of 
Government  Inspector. 

Dr.  SH1PMAN  (Northampton):  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  how  many  experiments 
under  Certificate  C  (Cruelty  to  Animals 
Act,  1876)  have  been  witnessed  by  an 
inspector  during  the  whole  or  part  ol 
the  time  of  the  experiment. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers 
Doughs.)  No  experiments  under  certifi- 
cate C  (which  relates  to  experiments 
Under  anaesthetics  in  illustration  of 
lectures)  were  reported  to  me  as  having 
been  witnessed  by  an  inspector  in  the 
year  1902. 

Violation  of  Conditions  of  Vivisection 
Licences. 

Dr.  SHIPMAN  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  if 
he  will  state  in  how  many  instances,  since 
he  has  been  in  office,  the  conditions  of 
the  licence  issued  under  the  Cruelty  to 
Animals  Act,  1876,  have  been  violated; 
whether  any,  and,  if  so,  what  steps  have 
been  taken  to  enforce  the  penal  clauses 
of  the  said  Act  in  any  such  instances. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers 
Douglas.)  1  am  not  aware  of  any  such 
i  stances  other  than  the  four  mentioned 
in  the  last  Annual  Report  under  the  Act. 
All  these  were  trifling  departures,  by 
inadvertence,  from  the  strict  letter  of 
the  law,  and  did  not  call  for  criminal 
proceedings. 

Dr.  SHIPMAN :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  on 
what  authority  is  it  stated  by  the  in- 
spector, in  the  Return  (Cruelty  to  Ani- 
mals Act,  1876)  just  issued,  that  only 
four  irregularities  have  occurred  during 
the  course  of  the  year. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers 
Douglas.)  The  statement  is  made  on  the 
authority  of  the  inspector  as  the  result 
of  his  visits  and  his  constant  communi- 
cation with  the  licence  holders. 

Illness  at  Norwood  Poor  Law  Schools. 
Sir  JOHN  GORST  (Cambridge 
University) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  recent  out- 
breaks of  measles  and  whooping  cough, 
and  excessive  mortality  from  other  causes, 
amongst  the  children  of  the  Norwood 
Poor  Law  Schools,  and  to  a  report  made 
on  this  subject  by  Dr.  Priestly,  the 
medical  officer  of  health  of  Lambeth,  in 
which  the  aggregation  of  children  is  con- 
demned ;  whether  any  additional  expen- 
diture on  the  schools  by  the  Lambeth 
Board  of  Guardians  has  been  sanctioned 
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by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  to 
what  amount ;  and  whether  Dr.  Priestly's 
report  can  be  published  as  a  Parliamentary 
Paper. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Walter  Long.)  My 
attention  has  been  called  to  this  matter, 
and  I  have  seen  the  report  made  by  Dr. 
Priestly.  I  have  been  in  communication 
with  the  guardians  on  the  subject.  A 
committee  appointed  by  them  has  been 
investigating  the  matter,  and  I  am  now 
expecting  their  final  report.  On  receipt 
of  it  I  shall  consider  what  action  it  may 
be  necessary  to  take.  I  informed  my 
right  hon.  friend,  in  reply  to  a  Question 
by  him  on  29th  June  last,t  of  the  expendi- 
ture which  had  been  sanctioned  in  con- 
nection with  these  schools.  No  further 
expenditure  has  been  sanctioned  by  me. 
I  do  not  think  that  Dr.  Priestly's  report 
should  be  issued  as  a  Parliamentary 
Paper  at  the  present  time. 

New  Poor  Law  Schools  for  Poplar. 
Sir  JOHN  GOEST:  To  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  whether  the  Local  Government 
Board  has  sanctioned  the  expenditure  by 
the  Poplar  Board  of  Guardians  of 
£150,000  in  building  a  new  Poor  Law 
school  at  Hutton,  near  Shenfield, 
accommodating  900  children,  who  are  to 
be  housed  in  blocks  containing  sixty  and 
thirty  children  each. 

{Answered  by  Mr  Walter  Long.)  I  have 
approved  plans  for  the  erection  by  the 
Poplar  Guardians  of  new  buildings  to 
accommodate  624  children.  The 
estimated  cost  of  the  buildings  is 
£144,725,  but  I  have  not  yet  authorised 
the  expenditure.  The  approved  plans 
are  for  two  schools.  The  boys'  school 
to  consist  of  five  blocks  for  sixty 
children  each,  and  the  girls'  and  infants' 
school  of  ten  blocks  for  thirty  children 
each.  In  addition  twenty-four  elder 
girls  are  to  be  accommodated  in  the 
matron's  block. 

Fiscal  Inquiry— Decrease  in  Agricultural 
Population. 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS  (Merthyr 
Tydvil):  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  whether  his 
Department  is  engaged  in  the  fiscal 
inquiry  ;  and  if  he  has  any  official  infor* 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxxiv.,  775. 


mation  showing  the  cause  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  17,522  in  the  number  of  families 
engaged  in  agriculture  between  1821 
and  1831,  and  of  35,068  adult  male 
persons  employed  in  agriculture  between 
1831  and  1841. 

(Anstvered  by  Mr.  Walter  Lang.)  My 
Department  are  not  directly  concerned 
with  the  inquiry  referred  to,  although, 
of  course,  they  will  furnish  any  informa- 
tion in  their  power  that  may  be  required 
in  connection  with  it.  I  have  no  infor- 
mation as  to  the  particular  matter 
alluded  to  in  the  last  part  of  the  Question. 

Annual  Leave  of  Customs  Assistant 
Clerks. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  whether  he  is  aware  that  in 
those  branches  of  the  Customs  Depart- 
ment where  assistant  clerks  are  employed, 
the  clerks  on  the  grade  next  above  the 
assistant  clerks  are  allowed  thirty- two 
days  annual  leave  ;  and  that  in  the  case  of 
absence  on  leave  or  other  causes  of  these 
clerks  their  duties  are  performed  by 
assistant  clerks  in  receipt  of  checking 
allowances  who  are  granted  only  fourteen 
days  annual  leave ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
he  will  consider  the  possibility  of  grant- 
ing an  increase  of  leave  from  fourteen 
to  eighteen  days,  as  was  recently  recom- 
mended to  the  Treasury  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  Customs. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Elliot.)  I  have 
nothing  to  add  to  my  answer  of  the  6th 
instant  on  this  subject,  t 

Irish  Land  Bill— Bankrupt  Owners. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.): 
To  ask  Mr.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland 
whether,  in  the  case  of  a  bankrupt 
limited  owner  whose  rents  were  colleoted 
up  to  1894  by  the  English  Court  of 
Bankruptcy,  the  bankrupt's  debts  being 
afterwards  paid  by  an  insurance  company, 
who  now  collect  the  rents  of  the  estate, 
the  limited  owner  or  the  insurance  com- 
pany will  have  the  right  to  sell  under 
the  Land  Bill. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Atkinson.)  This 
Question  could  not  possibly  be  answered 
without    a  full  knowledge  of  the  facts. 

t  See  (4)  Debate^  cxxiv.,  1382. 
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The  insurance  company  may  be,  and 
possibly  are,  mortgagees  in  possession, 
when  they  could  sell. 

Improved  Landing  Facilities  at  Kells, 
Co.  Kerry. 

Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  has  given  a  favourable 
consideration  to  the  application  addressed 
to  them  by  the  fishermen  of  Kells,, 
Co.  Kerry,  for  the  improvement  of 
landing  facilities  for  their  boats ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  the  suggested  works  will 
be  proceeded  with. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
application  was  considered  by  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  at  its  meeting  to- 
day. The  Board  regrets  it  cannot  at 
present  undertake  the  works  in  question. 
At  Roads,  which  is  only  two  miles 
distant,  the  Board  is  expending  a  con- 
siderable sum  in  carrying  out  improve- 
ments to  the  landing  place. 

Land  Purchase  Acts— Redemption  of 
Tithe  Bent-charges. 

Mr.  BUTCHER  (York) :  To  ask  the 
"Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  fact  that  on  the  sales  of 
estates  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts 
tithe  rent-charges  which  are  payable  to 
the  State  are  usually  redeemed  at  22  J 
years  purchase,  whereas  tithe  rent- 
charges  which  are  payable  to  private 
owners  are  usually  redeemed  at  20  years 
purchase ;  and  whether  he  will  give  the 
reason  why  this  distinction  should  be 
made. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
number  of  years  purchase  for  the  re- 
demption of  tithe  rent-charge  payable  to 
the  State  has  been  fixed  by  the  Treasury 
under  the  9th  section  of  the  Tithe  Rent- 
charge  Act  of  1900,  while  the  number  of 
years  purchase  for  the  redemption  of  the 
rent-charge  payable  to  private  owners  has 
been  fixed  by  the  Land  Commission  for 
the  reasons  given  in  the  judgment  of 
Mr.  Justice  Meredith  in  Fitzgerald  Estate, 
1  L.R.I  (1902),  p.  444,  to  which  I  beg 
to  refer  my  hon.  and  learned  friend. 

Car  Fare  Paid  by  Police  from  Letter- 
track  to  Clifden. 

Mr.  O'MALLEY  (Galway,  Connemara) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 


Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  car  fare  paid  by  the  police  from 
Letterfrack  to  Clifden  it  now  15s.  per 
journey,  whereas  this  fare  until  quite  re- 
cently was  6s.  per  journey;  and  if  he 
will  state  why  the  extra  charge  is  now 
being  paid. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  JFyndham.)  No 
change  has  been  made  in  the  fare  (7s.) 
charged  to  the  police  for  this  journey. 


Married  Non-Commissioned  Officers  and 
Officers  Detached  from  their  Regiments 
—Money  in  Lien  of  Rations. 

Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick):  To 
ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War 
I  Office  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
married  non-ccm  missioned  officers  and 
non-commissioned  officers  detached  from 
their  regiments  are  not  allowed  to 
receive  money  in  lieu  of  rations,  although 
warrant  married  officers  are  permitted 
this  option;  and  whether  he  will  cause 
inquiries  to  be  made  with  a  view  to  the 
removal  of  this  dissimilarity  of  treat- 
ment, having  regard  to  the  loss  and 
inconvenience  experienced  by  the  non 
commissioned  officers  referred  to. 

(Answered  by  Lord  Stunky.)  It  is  more 
than  doubtful  if  this  grant  would  be  of 
real  benefit  to  the  men  mentioned,  as 
they  could  hardly  get  better  value  by 
retail  purchase  than  they  get  by  the 
supply  of  rations  in  kind  which  are  pro- 
vided under  a  large  contract.  Further, 
the  General  Officer  Commanding  has 
considerable  latitude  for  dealing  with 
special  cases  under  the  allowance  regula- 
tions. There  does  not  appear,  therefore, 
to  be  any  good  reason  for  incurring  this 
extra  public  expenditure. 


Return  Home  of  Regiments  who  have 
Served  through  the  whole  of  the  South 
African  War. 

Sir  ALFRED  HICKMAX  (Wolver- 
hampton, W.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  he  can  state  how 
much  longer  the  regiments  which  have 
gone  through  the  whole  of  the  war  will 
remain  in  South  Africa ;  when  those 
regiments  that  have  been  three  and 
a-half  years  under  canvas  will  get  into 
barracks;  and  whether  he  will  arrange 
for  wives,  who  have  been  separated  from 
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their  husbands  for  nearly  four  years,  to 
go  out  to  them. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodnck.) 
The  whole  question  of  the  relief  of 
regiments  is  being*  carefully  considered. 
Hutments  are  being  built  as  rapidly  as 
possible  to  accommodate  the  force.  It  is 
necessary  to  house  the  troops  before 
building  married  quarters,  but  every 
effort  is  being  made  to  meet  the  difficulty 
as  promptly  as  possible. 

Gordon  Highlanders  Band  at  Sonthport 

Mr.  MARSHALL  HALL  (Lancashire, 
Southport) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  by  whose  authority  the  band  and 
pipers  of  the  lsi  Battalion  Gordon  High- 
landers were  advertised  to  give  a  perform- 
ance (by  kind  permission  of  the  colonel  and 
officers  of  the  regiment)  on  the  pier  at 
Southport,  on  Sunday  21st  June  last ; 
and  at  whose  instigation,  and  by  whose 
authority,  the  performance  was  stopped 
after  the  band  and  pipers  had  actually 
arrived  at  Southport. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
The  Commander-in-Chief  gave  the  orders 
for  stopping  the  performance  by  the  band 
because  it  was  brought  to  bis  notice  that 
gate   money  was   to   be   charged  for  ad- 


mission to  the  pier  on  which  the  band 
was  to  play.  The  Commander  in-Chief, 
while  anxious  to  allow  all  reasonable 
facilities  for  recreation,  is  of  opinion  that 
military  bands  should  not  be  allowed  to 
accept  engagements  for  profit  on  Sunday. 

General  and  Sugar  Exports  from  West 
Indian  Colonies. 

Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
what  is  the  value  of  the  total  exports 
and  sugar  exports,  and  what  is  the  per- 
centage of  sugar  exports  to  the  total, 
from  each  of  the  West  Indian  Colonies 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1902, 
in  continuation  of  the  Table  for  the  year 
1896,  given  on  page  5  of  the  Report  of 
the  Royal  Commission  to  the  West 
Indies,  or  for  the  last  year  that  is  avail- 
able. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Chamberlain.) 
The  following  Return  has  been  prepared 
with  the  object  of  affording  the  informa- 
tion asked  for : — 

West  Indies. 
Table  showing  in  thousands  of  pounds 
the  values  of  the  exports  of  sugar  (in- 
cluding sugar  products*)  in  comparison 
with  the  total  exports  of  colonial  pro- 
duce for  the  year  1901. 


Colony. 


Total  Exports 

of  Colonial 

Produce. 


Exports  of 
Sugar. 


Percentage  of  Sugar 

Exports  to  Total 

Exports. 


Jamaica  (for  the  year  ending  31st  March, 
1902)       

British  Guiana  (for  the  year  ending  31st 
March.  1902) 

Trinidad  and  Tobago  (for  the  year  ending 
31st  March,  1902)  .... 

Barbados 

Grenada 

St.  Lucia 

St.  Vincent 

Antigua 

St.  Kitts— Nevis 

Dominica 

Montserrat 


1,824 

1,661 

1,554 

744 

301 

71 

50 

107 

113 

65 

11 


261 
1,203 

512 

710 

49 

11 

101 

109 

3 

5 


14  per  cent. 

72  per  cent. 

33  per  cent. 
95  per  cent. 

69  per  cent. 
21  per  cent. 
94  per  cent. 
97  per  cent. 
4  per  cent. 
49  per  cent. 


*  i.e.,  molasses  and  rum,  and,  in  the  case  of 

Reprints  of  Discussions  on  Preferential 
Tariffs  at  Colonial  Conferences. 

Mr.  FREEMAN  THOMAS  (Hast- 
ings) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  if  he  will  authorise  a 
reprint  to  be  made  of  the  discussions  at 
the  Colonial  Conferences  of  1887,   1894, 


Trinidad,  "  Angostura  Bitters  "  also. 

1897,  and  1902,  so  far  as  they  refer  to 
preferential  tariffs,  and  of  the  Despatches 
relating  thereto. 

(Answered  by  Mr. Secretary  Chamberlain.) 
In  so  far  as  the  discussions  at  the  various 
Conferences  have  been  made  public  they 
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are  already  available  to  Members  in  the 
Parliamentary  Papers  which  have  been 
laid  from  time  to  time,  and  their  re- 
publication seems  therefore  to  be  un- 
necessary. 

Merchandise  Harks  Act  and  Foreign 
Imports  into  the  Colonies. 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS:  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  in  view  of  the  fact  stated  in  the 
introductory  Memorandum  to  Parliamen- 
tary Paper  [C.  8449],  that  a  considerable 
proportion  of  the  apparent  increase  in 
foreign  importations  is  attributed  in  most 
of  the  colonies  to  the  effect  of  the  Mer- 
chandise Marks  Act,  he  proposes  to  amend 
or  to  repeal  that  measure. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Chamberlain.) 
The  Memorandum  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  refers  did  not  state  that  the 
measure  in  question  had  proved  injurious 
to  British  industries.  The  question  of 
the  policy  of  repealing  is  one  for  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  consider. 

British  Locomotives  for  Canada. 
The  MASTER  of  ELIBANK  (Edin- 
burgh, Midlothian) :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether,  in  view 
of  the  recent  successful  competition  in 
Canada  of  British  made  locomotives,  he 
will  request  the  High  Commissioner  for 
Canada  to  obtain  detailed  particulars  of 
the  tenders  and  contracts  in  question. 

( Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Chamberlain.) 
As  I  stated  in  reply  to  a  Question  in  the 
House  on  Tuesday,!  the  locomotives  were 
purchased  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Kail- 
way,  not  by  the  Canadian  Government, 
and  I  have  no  claim  whatever  to  ask  them 
to  disclose  the  particulars  desired.  It  is, 
of  course,  open  to  the  hon.  Member  to 
ask  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  direct 
for  the  information  he  requires. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


The  Cape  Bagging  Scandal. 
Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that  two  of 
the  officers  tried  by  Court-martial  with 
reference  to  the  incident  at  the  Mount 
Nelson  Hotel,  Cape  Town,  while  under 

t  See  page  571. 


constructive  arrest  pending  the  holding 
of  that  Court-martial,  and  after  they  had 
given  their  word  of  honour  not  to  appear 
in  any  place  of  public  amusement,  were 
present  at  the  races  at  Ascot ;  and,  if  so, 
will  he  state  what  are  the  names  of  these 
officers;  and  what  action,  if  any,  has 
been  taken  by  the  War  Office  authorities 
for  this  conduct. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford): Will  the  hon.  Member  kindly 
refer  to  my  reply  to  a  similar  Question 
put  by  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
East  Finsbury  on  the  6th  instant,  t 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  asked  what 
were  the  names  of  the  officers,  and  if  any 
disciplinary  action  had  been  taken. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK :  Disciplinary  action 
has  been  taken,  but  I  do  not  think  it 
necessary  to  go  into  details. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL :  I  must  press 
for  the  names.  Has  not  one  of  the 
officers  been  gazetted  a  major  ? 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  I  must  really 
decline  to  be  cross-examined  on  a  De- 
partmental question  of  discipline  in  which 
the  Commander-in-Chief  has  taken  action. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL :  Was  not 
Captain   Williams  one  of   the  men,  and 

has   he  not  been   gazetted   major  

[Cries  of  "Order."] 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  declined  to  reply.  It 
will  be  open  to  the  hon.  Member  to 
comment  upon  that  later. 


Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  : 
an  opportunity. 


If  I  have 


Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.) :  Cannot 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  "  Yes  "  or 
"No?^ 

The  Case  of  Lieutenant  Prior. 
Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  what 
course,  if  any,  he  proposes  to  take  with 
regard  to  the  conviction  and  fine  at  the 
Marlborough  Street  Police-Court  of  Lieu- 
tenant Pnor,  one  of  the  seven  officers 


tSee  (4)  Debates,  cxxiv.,  1386. 
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recently  tried  and  acquitted  by  Court- 
martial ;  and  whether  his  attention  has 
been  directed  to  the  observations  of  the 
police  magistrate,  that  it  was  painful 
in  the  extreme  to  be  called  on  to  say 
that  he  disbelieved  on  his  oath  the  state- 
ment of  a  British  officer,  as  he  was 
accustomed  to  look  on  the  word  of  a 
British  officer  as  sacred. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK  :  My  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  case  in  question,  and 
to  the  observations  of  the  magistrate. 
The  Adjutant-General  informs  me  this 
morning  that  Lieutenant  Prior  has 
tendered  his  resignation,  but  that  he  will 
be  informed  that  if  he  does  not  take 
measures  to  prove  his  innocence  of  the  I 
grave  imputations  made  against  him,  it  ] 
will  be  necessary  to  consider  his  removal 
from  the  Army. 

Alleged  Mock  Court  Martial  on  the 
"  Staffordshire." 

Mr.  SWIFT  xMACNEILL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  is  aware  of  the  trial  by  mock 
Court-martial  on,  and  the  treatment  by 
twelve  officers  of,  a  subaltern  in  the  trans- 
port "Staffordshire,"  on  the  voyage  to 
the  Cape  on  New  Year's  Eve  ;  and,  if  so, 
will  he  state  what  action  he  proposes  to 
take  in  the  matter. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Nothing  is  known 
at  the  War  Office  of  this  matter. 

Porthcawl  Rifle  Range. 
Mr.  FULLER  (Wiltshire,  Westbury) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  it  is  proposed  to  use  the 
Porthcawl  Rifle  Range  for  field  firing ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  can  state  the 
artillery  units  that  are  likely  to  use  it. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  WAR  OFFICE  (Lord  Stanley, 
Lancashire,  Westhoughton) :  This  range 
will  be  used  for  field  firing,  but  not  by 
Royal  Artillery. 

North  Devon  Volunteers— Gamp 
Allowances. 

Mr.  SO  ARES  (Devonshire,  Barnstaple) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  is  aware  that  there  i 
this  year  a  reduction  in  the  number  of 
recruits  for  the  Volunteer  forces  in  Nortl  i 
Devon,  and  that  there  is  dissatisfactioi 
amongst  the  Volunteers  with  the  rate  of 
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the  pay  allowed  to  them  whilst  in  camp, 
s  compared  with  the  pay  now  granted  to 
I  he  Imperial  Yeomanry  ;  and  whether  he 
can  see  his  way  to  grant  an  increase  of 
i  ay  for  the  time  the  Volunteers  are  in 
camp  during  the  coming  training  in 
August. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  hon.  Member 
has  been  misinformed.  So  far  from  there 
1  taving  been  any  decrease  there  has  been 
a  large  increase  of  recruits  in  every 
Devon  Volunteer  Corps  except  one, 
where  there  was  a  decrease  of  five  men 
as  compared  with  1902.  There  would 
ippear  to  be  no  reason  for  special  treat- 
ment of  the  Devon  Volunteers. 

South  African  Garrison— Linked-Bat- 
talion  System. 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  l>eg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  it  is  his  in- 
tention to  volunteer  on  the  War  Office 
Vote  a  statement  as  to  the  policy  to  be 
pursued  in  reference  to  the  forces  in 
South  Africa  and  the  linked  battalion 
system. 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  I  am  quite  ready 
to  make  a  statement  as  regards  the  forces 
in  South  Africa,  and  any  other  questions 
which  may  be  raised  on  the  War  Office 
Vote. 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE:  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  bear  in  mind  the 
fact  that  the  Prime  Minister  early  in  the 
session  promised  a  statement  on  this  sub- 
ject before  the  end  of  the  session. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Yes,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  question  will  be  raised  on 
the  War  Office  Vote  to-night.  I  can 
then  deal  with  it.  That  will  be  the  more 
convenient  course. 

The  Condemned  Army  Rations. 
♦Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  (Merthyr  Tydvil) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  at  any  time  since  1899 
rations  supplied  for  the  use  of  the  Army 
by  any  of  the  firms  named  in  the  recent 
Report  from  Pretoria  were  condemned ; 
and,  if  so,  who  were  the  firms,  the 
quantities  condemned,  the  reason  for  their 
i  being  condemned,  and  whether  the  rations 
I  so  condemned  were  destroyed  or  [returned 
I  to  the  contractor. 
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Lord  STANLEY:  No  meat  and 
vegetable  rations  supplied  during  the 
late  war  by  any  of  the  firms  named  in 
the  Report  were  condemned  on  analysis 
in  this  country  as  unfit  for' the  use  of  the 
troops  in  South  Africa — but  a  large  num- 
ber of  the  so-called  emergency  rations 
were  condemned  —  and  the  contractor 
has  been  required  to  make  them  good. 
The  responsibility  of  the  same  contractor 
on  a  further  consignment  is  under  con- 
sideration. 

♦Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  asked  whether 
any  of  the  rations  condemned  were  sup- 
plied by  any  of  the  contracting  firms 
mentioned  in  the  Report  from  Pretoria. 

Lord  STANLEY    Yes. 

♦Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  :  Will  you  give 
the  names  1 

Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty): 
Name,  name. 

Lord  STANLEY:  The  emergency 
rations  were  supplied  by  Messrs. 
Maconochie. 

♦Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE:  Has  any  further 
information  on  this  matter  been  received 
from  South  Africa  ? 

Lord  STANLEY  :  No,  Sir ;  I  have  just 
been  informed  that  no  telegram  has  yet 
been  received  at  the  War  Office. 


The  Fiscal  Inquiry. 

Mr.  BLACK  (Banffshire) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  first  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  upon  21st  April,  1903, 
the  British  Ambassador  in  Berlin  made  an 
intimation  to  the  German  Government  to 
the  effect  that  he  believed  that,  in  certain 
events,  His  Majesty's  Government  would 
impose  retaliatory  duties  on  German 
goods  coming  into  this  country,  he  will 
say  whether  this  statement  was  made 
with  the  sanction  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment or  is  now  adopted  by  it ;  and,  if  so, 
what  is  the  need  for  further  inquiry. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  of  the  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) :  I  have  read 
the  paragraph  in  Sir  F.  Lascelles'  despatch, 
of  which  the  hon.  Member  gives  an 
abbreviated  version.     I  quite  agree  with 


the  paragraph  in  its  original  form.  It 
expresses  the  belief  of  our  Ambassador, 
which  I  also  share,  and  seems  to  point  to 
the  necessity  of  inquiry  rather  than  the 
reverse. 

Mr.  ALFRED  DAVIES  (Carmarthen 
Boroughs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  in  view  of  some  of  the 
results  of  the  inquiry  into  a  possible 
change  of  our  fiscal  system  being  laid 
before  the  House  previously  to  the  end 
of  the  present  session,  whether  he  will 
state  the  mode  in  which  such  inquiry  is 
being  held  or  will  be  held. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  nothing 
to  add  to  what  I  have  already  said  in 
answer  to  similar  Questions. 

Mr.  ALFRED  DAVIS :  I  have  not 
heard  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  answer 
any  Question  as  to  the  mode  of  inquiry. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  Questions  have  been  about 
anything  else. 

German  Trade  with  Canada. 
Mr.  BLACK:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
what  was  the  amount  of  German  exports 
to  Canada  in  1897,  as  compared  with  the 
amount  in  1902,  as  also  the  amount  of 
Canadian  exports  to  Germany  in  the 
same  years ;  and  if  he  will  estimate  the 
total  extra  duty  paid  on  Canadian  ex- 
ports to  Germany  in  1902,  as  compared 
with  what  would  have  been  paid  had 
Germany  retained  Canada  as  entitled  to 
most-favoured-nation  treatment. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain 
Birmingham,  W.) :  The  value  of  German 
exports  to  Canada  for  home  consumption 
in  the  official  year  1897  amounted  to 
$6,493,368,  and  in  1902  to  $10,919,994, 
of  which  the  value  of  sugar  amounted 
to  $2,390,239  in  1897,  and  to  $3,655,570 
in  1902.  The  value  of  the  exports  of 
Canadian  produce  to  Germany  in  1897 
was  $764,589,  and  in  1902  $1,298,654. 
The  Canadian  official  year  terminates  on 
30th  June.  It  is  impossible  to  form  an 
estimate  of  the  amount  of  the  extra 
duty  actually  paid  on  Canadian  produce 
as    compared  with   what    jyould    have 
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been  paid  if  Canada  had  received  most- 
favoured-nation treatment  in  Germany. 

MR.  BLACK :  Has  the  inquiry  not 
got  that  length  yet  ? 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Hong-Kong  Post  Office. 
Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  if  he  will  state  the 
cause  of  the  delay  in  the  erection  of  a 
new  post  office  at  Hong-Kong. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  Designs 
for  the  new  Post  Office  were  called  for 
on  the  5th  December  last  and  com- 
petitors were  given  to  31st  March  last 
to  send  in  their  designs.  It  will  ob- 
viously take  some  time  to  make  a  final 
selection  ;  and  I  do  not  think  that  there 
has  been  any  undue  delay  in  proceeding 
with  this  work. 

Governorship  of  Hong-Kong. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre 
tary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether, 
in  view  of  the  approaching  termination 
of  the  appointment  of  the  present 
Governor  of  Hong-Kong  and  the 
Imperial  importance  of  the  colony  in  its 
relation  to  China,  will  he  consider  the 
expediency  of  appointing  a  governor  of 
wide  experience  to  succeed  the  present 
o nicer  administering  the  colony. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  Sir  H. 
Blake's  appointment  does  not  expire 
till  November,  1904.  It  is  always  my 
desire  in  recommending  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Governor  for  any  colony  to 
endeavour  to  secure  the  services  of  a 
gentleman  of  experience. 

Cable  between  Ceylon  and  the  Cocoa 
Islands. 

Mr.  FLOWER  (Bradford,  W.)  :  On 
behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Hythe, 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  whether  he  is  now  in 
a  position  to  announce  the  conclusion 
of  the  arrangements  for  the  laying  of 
the  spur  cable  connecting  Ceylon  with 
Cocos  Islands. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
for  INDIA  (Earl  Percy,  Kensington,  S.): 
The  reply  is  in  the  negative. 


Cairo  Lunatic  Asylum. 
Mr.  WEIR  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
in  \iew  of  Lord  Cromer's  statement  that 
the  lunatic  asylum  at  Cairo  is  wholly  in- 
adequate to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
country,  will  he  state  how  many  patients 
this  asylum  will  accommodate,  and  when 
it  is  proposed  to  erect  a  new  asylum. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  (for  Lord 
Cranborne):  I  have  no  information 
subsequent  to  the  statement  in  Lord 
Cromer's  Report.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
will  have  observed  that  Lord  Cromer 
states  that  it  is  hoped  that  this  defect 
will  be  remedied  when  money  becomes 
available. 

Mr.  WEIR:  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  obtain  information  as  to  the 
latter  part  of  the  Question  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  think 
that  that  is  necessary,  but  if  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  put  down  another  Ques- 
tion I  will  see  what  can  be  done. 

British  Trade  with  Boumania. 

Mr.  HOULT  (Cheshire,  Wirrall):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  has  been 
advised  by  the  British  Minister  at 
Bukarest  that  the  German  Government  is 
about  to  make  a  new  treaty  of  commerce 
with  Rou mania ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  German  trade  has  secured  sub- 
stantial advantages  at  the  expense  of 
British  trade;  that  in  five  years  the 
imports  of  British  manufactured  cotton 
goods  have  fallen  from  75  per  cent,  of 
the  whole  to  49  per  cent.,  and  that 
British  machinery,  tin  plates,  jute  tissues, 
bags,  cast  iron,  and  other  articles  are 
being  ousted  from  the  market ;  and,  if 
so,  will  he  say  what  steps  are  being 
taken  to  safeguard  British  trade  in- 
terests. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  (for  Lord  Cran- 
borne): I  understand  the  Roumanian 
Government  are  engaged  in  reconsider- 
ing their  Customs  tariff,  but  we  have 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  a  special 
treaty  with  Germany  is  being  negotiated, 
or  that  there  is  any  intention  of  granting 
German  trade  substantial  advantages  at 
our  expense.      I  am  aware  that   there 
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has  been  a  falling  off  in  certain  branches 
of  British  trade  in  Rou mania,  including 
the  commodities  mentioned  by  the  hon. 
Member.  Communications  have  passed 
between  His  Majesty's  Minister  at 
Bukarest  and  the  Roumanian  Govern- 
ment with  a  view  to  safeguard  British 
trade  interests. 

Government  Departments  and  Trade. 

Mb.  HOULT:  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
he  can  now  announce  the  complete 
formation  of  the  Committee  appointed 
to  consider  the  position  and  duties  of  the 
various  Government  Departments,  with 
the  view  of  consolidating  the  commercial 
and  trade  interests  of  the  country  in  one 
Department,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  is 
over  four  months  since  the  inquiry  was 
promised. 

♦The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) :  The 
Committee  has  been  completed  by  the 
addition  of  the  name  of  Mr.  Emmott, 
Member  for  Oldham.  I  hope  the 
Committee  will  commence  their  work  at 
once  and  that  the  inquiry  will  not  be  a 
long  one. 

Post  Office  Wages— Committee  of  Inquiry. 

Mr.  NANNETTI  (Dublin,  College 
Green):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  if  evidence  regarding  trippage 
allowances  on  travelling  post  offices 
would  be  accepted  at  the  proposed  Com- 
mittee'of  Inquiry  into  the  wages  of  postal 
employees. 

The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Autsen  Chamberlain,  Worcestershire, 
E.)  No,  Sir.  The  inquiry  proposed  is  into 
the  normal  rates  of  wages  of  the  classes 
concerned.  When  these  are  fixed  it  will 
be  for  the  Postmaster-General  to  settle, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Treasury, 
what  special  allowances  are  required  to 
cover  exceptional  duties. 

Cable  Charges  between  India  and  China. 

Mr.  FLOWER  :  On  behalf  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Hythe,  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  if  he  would  use  his 
best  endeavours  to  obtain  some  allevia- 
tion of  the  cable  charges  between  India 
and  China,  commensurate  with  the  re- 
ductions recently  announced  between 
the  United  Kingdom  and  China. 


Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
have  communicated  with  the  cable  com- 
pany concerned,  and  am  informed  that, 
in  view  of  the  recent  reductions  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  refers  and  of  others 
made  by  the  company  during  the  last 
few  years,  which  have  resulted  in  a 
diminished  revenue,  the  company  are 
unable  to  make  any  further  reductions 
at  present. 

Lard  Clanricarde's  Tenants. 

Mr.  ROCHE  (Galway,  E) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  Lord  Clanricarde  has  recently  served 
notices  to  quit  on  tenants  at  Derrygoolin, 
Woodford ;  if  so,  will  he  state  the  amount 
of  rent  due  on  date  of  service  :  also,  if 
rent  had  been  demanded  ;  and,  if  not.  why 
were  tenants  served. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) :  Yes, 
Sir.  Three  notices  to  quit  were  served. 
A  half-year's  rent  (something  over  £3) 
was  due  in  each  case.  Payment  had  not 
been  demanded  before  service.  No  cause 
was  assigned  for  the  issue  of  the  notices. 
Upon  application  being  made  by  the 
landlord  for  ejectment  decrees,  founded 
upon  the  notices  to  quit,  it  will  be  open 
to  the  tenants  to  apply  for  a  stay  of  pro- 
ceedings. 

Innishlyre  Harbour. 
Dr  AMBROSE  (Mayo,  W.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  be 
has  received  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of 
the  Westport  harbour  Commissioners, 
in  which  they  state  that,  seeing  that  they 
are  the  local  authority  within  whose 
jurisdiction  Innishlyre  harbour  is  xo  be 
built,  they  ought  to  be  consulted  as  to 
the  most  suitable  spot  for  the  harbour ; 
and  whether  he  will  see  that  they  are 
consulted  by  the  engineers. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Yes,  Sir  :  the 
resolution  has  been  received.  The 
Harbour  Commissioners  will  be  consulted. 

Sligo  Extra  Police  Cost. 

Mr.  O'DOWD  (Sligo,  S) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  a  wars 
that  the  Government  have  applied  to  the 
Sligo    County    Council    for  the  sum   of 
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£1,500  to  cover  the  cost  of  extra  police 
stationed  in  the  southern  division  of  that 
county  during  the  past  two  years  ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  was 
owing  to  the  action  of  the  grand  jury 
and  against  the  protests  of  the  County 
Council  this  expenditure  has  been 
incurred,  he  will  devise  some  means  by 
which  the  ratepayers  may  be  relieved 
from  the  payment  of  this  tax. 

•  Mb.  WYNDHAM  :  I  have  called  for  a 
report  on  the  facts,  but  have  not  yet  re- 
ceived it.  Perhaps  the  hon.  Member  will 
repeat  the  Question  on  Monday. 

Marquess  of  Ely's  Estate. 

Mr.  T.  W.RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
such  an  estate  as  that  of  the  Marquess  of 
Ely,  in  the  counties  of  Fermanagh  and 
Wexford,  now  in  the  English  Court  of 
Chancery,  can  be  sold  under  the  Land 
Bill ;  and,  if  not,  will  he  provide  for  such 
sales  being  made  where  the  owner  desires 
to  sell. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  am  conferring 
wirh  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  Lord 
Advocate.  The  question,  if  a  satisfactory 
solution  can  be  found,  is  one  that  can 
be  dealt  with  in  another  place. 

Irish  Evicted  Tenants. 

Mr.  DEL  ANY  (Queen's  Co.,  Ossory)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
there  is  any  provision  in  the  Land  Bill 
to  secure  that  the  consideration  of  the 
claims  of  the  evicted  tenants  shall 
receive  priority  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
Estates  Commission. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  The  Bill  contains 
no  such  provision. 

Royal  Commission  on  the  War. 

Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  I  beg  to  | 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  seeing  that  it  is  practically  two 
months  since  the  Royal  Commission  on 
the  War  completed  taking  evidence,  he 
will  ascertain  and  state  when  their  Report 
will  be  published  ;  will  he  consider  the 
desirability  of  this  being  done  so  as  tc 
give  sufficient  time  for  debate  before  the 


end  of  the  session;  and  will  he  give  a 
day  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Royal 
Commission  are  completing  their  pro- 
ceedings as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  hope 
to  be  able  to  present  their  Report  at  an 
early  date. 

Mr.  PIRIE:  Will  it  be  before  the 
close  of  the  session  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  rather  gather 
that  will  be  so,  but  I  can  give  no  pledge 
or  promise. 

Holiday  Scheme  in  the  Dublin  Post  Office. 

Mr.  NANNETTI :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  a  new 
leave  scheme,  based  on  an  announcement 
made  in  the  official  circular  15th  March, 
1898,  had  been  introduced  this  year  in 
the  Dublin  sorting  office ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  this  circular  stated  that  the 
staff  were  to  understand  that  the  success 
of  the  scheme  depended  on  their  own 
co-operation,  and  that  the  Postmaster- 
General  and  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury would  not  feel  justified  in  sanction- 
ing its  permanent  adoption  unless  assured 
that  they  had  the  co-operation  of  the 
staff;  and,  seeing  that  the  majority  of 
the  Dublin  sorting  office  staff  was  in 
favour  of  the  scheme  referred  to,  and 
that  the  feelings  of  the  staff  were  not 
taken  when  the  new  scheme  was  being 
drafted  for  operation  in  the  Dublin 
sorting  office,  will  he  state  what  steps  he 
proposes  to  take. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
The  matter  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member  received  my  personal  attention. 
The  majority  of  the  class  of  sorting  clerks 
and  telegraphists  at  Dublin  was  in  favour 
of  the  scheme,  and  the  scheme  has 
accordingly  been  adopted. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Sir  H.  OAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  wish  to  ask  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  can  now  make 
a  statement,  or,  if  not,  when  he  can  do 
so,  as  to  the  probable  course  of  business 
for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  My  review  of 
the  outstanding  obligations  in  regard  to 
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legislation  for  the  remainder  of  the 
session  will  come,  I  think,  better  when 
I  move  the  suspension  of  the  Twelve 
o'clock  Rule,  the  date  for  which  is 
approaching.  It  will  probably  be  in  the 
course  of  next  week.  As  regards  the 
immediate  business  before  us,  the  Irish 
Land  Bill  is  down  for  Report  to-morrow 
as  the  first  order,  and  from  all  I  can 
learn  we  shall  be  able,  I  think,  to  have 
the  good  fortune  to  finish  that  stage 
during  the  sitting.  In  that  event  I  pro 
pose  to  take  on  Monday  the  Scottish 
Licensing  Bill,  the  Employment  of 
Children  Bill,  and  the  Naval  Works 
Bill,  and  other  business  on  Monday.  I 
contemplate  taking  the  Third  Reading 
of  the  Land  Bill  on  Tuesday. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  consider 
whether  the  Irish  Estimates  could  be 
taken  on  Monday.  We  have  had  no 
opportunity  of  discussing  them  this 
session. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  That  is  the 
first  time  the  suggestion  has  been  made 
to  me.  I  will  consider  it,  and  the 
House  will  therefore  regard  what  I 
first  stated  as  to  Monday  as  subject  to 
alteration  in  consequence  of  the  appeal 
of  the  hon.  Member. 


Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.);  The 
suspension  of  the  Twelve  o'clock  Rule 
is  apparently  to  be  proposed  at  a  much 
earlier  date  this  session  than  in  previous 
sessions. 


Mr  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Member  may  rest  assured  that  I  have 
no  desire  to  suspend  the  Rule 
prematurely.  My  only  object  is  that  we 
may  arrive  at  the  prorogation  some- 
where about  the  usual  date.  It  cer- 
tainly will  not  be  done  in  any  spirit  of 
levity. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I  hope  that  such  a  measure  as  the 
Sugar  Convention  Bill  will  not  be  taken 
under  the  Twelve  o'clock  Rule.  This 
is  a  new  measure,  not  the  worn-out  fag- 
end  of  a  controversy ;  it  is  perfectly  new 
matter,    and    the    suspension     of     the 


Twelve  o'clock  Ruo   ought  not  to   be 
put  in  operation  with  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  appreciate 
the  spirit  of  that  remark,  but  I  must 
remind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
the  essence  of  the  Bill  was  discussed  last 
session.  (Cries  of  "No,  no.")  I  per- 
fectly recognise  that  the  House  desires 
to  discuss  the  Second  Reading,  and  I 
certainly  shall  put  the  Bill  down  as  the 
first  order.  # 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I  was  referring  rather  to  the  end  than 
the  commencement  of  the  sitting.  We 
do  not  want  the  discussion  to  be  pro- 
longed to  three  or  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  (Old- 
ham) :   When  will  it  be  put  down  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  would  be 
premature  for  me  to  make  any  arrange- 
ment for  the  discussion  on  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill  until  I  know  how 
many  Members  desire  to  make  their 
views  heard,  and  what  is  the  degree  of 
novelty  and  variety  in  the  speeches 
likely  to  be  made. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet) ;  I  suppose  we  may  take  it  that 
no  fresh  Bills  will  be  brought  on  for  dis- 
cussion after  twelve  o'clock. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Of  course  it  is 
not  intended  to  introduce  any  new  Bills 
under  the  Twelve  o'clock  Rule  likely  to 
lead  to  controversy,  but  there  are  some 
measures  which  are  uncontroversial 
which  might  be  introduced.  It  would 
be,  I  will  not  say  a  Parliamentary  out- 
rage, but  a  strong  measure  to  introduce 
Bills  under  the  Rule  which  are  con- 
troversial. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  Is  it  proposed 
to  star  any  private  Members'  Bills#? 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  This  is  another 
matter  which  ought  to  be  deferred 
until  1  move  the  suspension  of  the 
Twelve  o'clock  Rule. 
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SUPPLY  [17th  allotted  day]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.    W.    Lowtheb  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

ARMY  ESTIMATES,  1903-4. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
•'That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £331,500,  ] 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray  the 
Charge  for  the  Salaries  and  Miscellaneous 
Charges  of  the  War  Office,  which  will 
eome  in  course  of  payment  during  the  I 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March,  1904." 

*Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.)  moved  to 
reduce  the  Vote  by  £100,  his  object  being 
to  call  attention  to  the  failure  to  carry  out 
proposed  schemes  of  reform  in  the  Army. 
He  regretted  that  under  the  political 
circumstances  of  the  hour  Army  matters 
were  receiving  but  secondary  considera- 
tion, with  the  result  that  the  Minister 
for  War  had  been  enabled  to  carry  on 
his  supposed  reforms  free  from  that 
criticism  which  should  have  been 
bestowed  upon  them.  He  had  always 
felt  that  those  schemes  were  not 
adapted  for  the  country — were  not 
wanted;  and  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  placed  before  the  country 
an  unworkable  and  extravagant  scheme. 
The  condition  of  the  War  Office  at  the 
present  moment  constituted  a  great 
national  danger.  It  was  a  matter  of 
regret  and  surprise  to  him  not  to  see 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Bristol  in  his  place  that  night. 
They  could  not  forget  the  unprecedented 
attacks  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
as  an  ex-Cabinet  Minister,  last  winter 
made  with  regard  to  the  administra- 
tion of  the  War  Office,  as  did  also  the 
late  Minister  of  Agriculture.  It  was 
then  said  that  what  was  wanted  was 
a  drastic  reform  of  the  War  Office,  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  went  on  to  say 
that  "this  would  never  be  obtained  until 
they  removed  all  those  outside  influences 
which  now  interfered  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Army  and  with  the 
selection  for  appointments  and  pro- 
motions— interference  which  would  not 
be  tolerated  in  any  well  organised  Depart- 
ment of   the  Civil  Service  "  ;  whilst   thef 
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language  of  the  late  Mr.  Hanbury  was 
even  stronger  and  more  direct.  When 
such  charges  were  made  he  held  very 
strongly  that  the  confidence  of  the 
public  in  the  Army  must  be  sadly  im- 
paired and  what  was  even  a  greater,  if 
not  the  greatest,  asset  any  Army  could 
possess,  the  confidence  of  the  Army  officers 
themselves  in  an  impartial  system  of 
justice  must  also  be  very  much  at  stake. 
These  charges  of  undue  favouritism, 
remained  practically  unanswered  to  this 
day.  The  only  reply  he  had  heard  put 
forward  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  was  that  officers  were  "  the  architects 
of  their  own  careers,"  while  Lord  Roberts 
had  merely  recommended  the  Sandhurst 
cadets  not  to  believe  all  "  the  nonsense 
they  read  in  the  newspapers."  That 
surely  was  not  very  respectful  language 
for  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  use 
towards  the  utterances  of  an  ex-Cabinet 
Minister  and  of  the  late  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  both  of  whom  must  have 
been  behind  the  scenes  and  must  have 
spoken  with  full  knowledge  and  a  sense 
of  their  responsibility,  and  in  his  opinion 
the  neglect  to  meet  such  a  charge  was 
discreditable  in  the  highest  degree,  both  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  Commander 
in-Chief. 

Now,  in  the  remarks  he  had  to  make 
he  wished  to  say,  as  he  had  said  before, 
that  he  made  no  attack  on  any  individual 
officer,  but  only  on  those  responsible  for 
administration,  viz.,  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  Commander-in-Chief.  He  intended 
to  ask  questions  about  certain  appoint- 
ments that  had  been  made,  in  the  hope  of 
getting  some  explanation  from  those  who 
were  responsible  for  the  appointments  and 
promotion  of  officers.  For  instance,  he 
I  wished  to  know  whether  there  were  not 
men  in  the  Army  more  qualified  by  ex- 
perience, service,  and  attainments,  than 
General  Sir  Ian  Hamilton  to  hold  the 
I  important  \  post  of  Quartermaster* 
General.  He  maintained  that  the  ad- 
vancement in  the  career  of  this 
officer  had  been  due  to  personal  service 
to  the  Commander-in-Chief.  For  the 
ten  years  ending  1882  he  was  a  regi- 
mental subaltern,  and  since  then  he 
had  seen  no  regimental  service.  He 
was  A.D.C.  to  Lord  Roberts  from 
1882-1890,  who  then  appointed  him  to 
the  post  of  Inspector-General  of  Musketry 
in  India,  a  post  which  he  held  until  1893. 
He  confessed  that  in  view  of  the  training 
and  of  the  post  of  A.D.C.  held  by  that 
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officer,  giving  him  no  practical  touch 
with  men  or  regimental  training,  that 
was  a  most  inexplicable  appointment, 
seeing  that  there  must  have  been 
hundreds  of  officers  in  India  who  had 
had  regimental  experience  as  com- 
manding officers,  and  he  would  like  to 
know  whether  that  appointment  was 
not  opposed  at  home  by  the  then  Com- 
mander-in-Chief for  some  time  before  it 
was  confirmed.  His  subsequent  service 
was  as  Military  Secretary  and  Deputy 
Quartermaster-General,  both  posts  at 
Head  Quarters,  Simla.  There  was  one 
point  also  as  to  this  officer's  later  service 
in  South  Africa  which  required  explain- 
ing. In  the  Official  Army  List  he  is 
shown  as  commanding  the  Mounted 
Infantry  Division,  South  Africa,  A.pril 
1900  to  May  1901,  but  this  officer  came 
home  with  Lord  Roberts  in  November, 
1900.  Such  a  manner  of  establishing  a 
"record"  was  most  reprehensible,  and  if 
sanctioned  by  regulations,  the  sooner 
these  were  changed  the  better.  He 
practically  only  commanded  the  Mounted 
Infantry  Division  for  a  few  months, 
although  given  the  rank  of  Lieutenant- 
General  over  the  heads  of  a  number  of 
senior  officers  on  the  spot,  being  finally 
promoted  to  that  rank  over  the  heads 
of  sixty  or  seventy  major-generals.  The 
question  was  whether  such  a  career  was 
the  best  to  fit  an  officer  for  the  onerous 
and  responsible  position  he  now  held. 
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He  would  pass  on,  more  for  comparison 
than  criticism,  to  the  case  of  General  Sir 
William  Nicholson,  a  distinguished  officer 
with  valuable  Indian  experience,  who, 
on  appointment  as  Director-General  of 
Military  Intelligence,  had  been  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general, 
although  he  had  when  a  colonel  been 
promoted  by  Lord  Roberts  in  1899  out 
of  his  turn  to  supernumerary  major- 
general.  His  predecessor,  Sir  John 
Ardagh,  an  officer  of  world-wide  expe- 
rience, who  was  retired  for  age,  had 
been  denied  that  rank  of  lieutenant- 
general  after  five  years  tenure  of  that 
position.  General  Nicholson  was  six 
years  junior  to  General  Ardagh  in  the 
service,  and  it  was  a  grave  blot  on  any 
system  that  it  should  allow  the  country 
to  be  deprived  of  the  valuable  services  of 
Sir  John  Ardagh  at  the  present  juncture. 
His  services  might  have  been  utilised  by 

Mr.  Pirie. 


the  Imperial  Committee  of  Defence,  but 
instead  of  that  he  was  sent  to  South 
Africa  as  a  member  of  the  Commission 
to  inquire  into  the  working  of  Courts- 
martial.  The  action  of  the  War  Office  in 
this  case  contrasted  very  strongly  with 
that  of  the  Colonial  Office  in  the  case  of 
Sir  Robert  Herbert,  the  late  Permanent 
Under-Secretary.  Surely  the  War  Office 
need  not  have  thus  dispensed  with  Sir  John 
Ardagh 's  services  at  the  very  moment  the 
Intelligence  and  Mobilisation  Department 
were  supposed  to  be  receiving  special 
attention.  The  phrase  of  "sending 
Hercules  to  the  Himalayas "  was  truly 
applicable  to  more  recent  army 
appointments  than  the  one  of  Lord 
Kitchener,  to  whom  primarily  it  had 
reference ;  in  any  case  the  system  must 
be  wrong  that  retired  a  valuable  officer 
for  not  attaining,  on  relinquishing  an 
office,  the  rank  that  was  specially  bestowed 
on  his  successor  on  appointment  to  the 
same  office.  He  quite  admitted  that 
selection  was  a  necessity  and  had  many 
good  points,  but  it  must  be  strictly  safe- 
guarded. He  was  prepared  to  allow  a 
great  deal  of  discretion  to  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  but  many  cases  at  present  were 
inexplicable  and  irritating  to  the  whole 
body  of  the  Army.  It  was  an  extra- 
ordinary thing  how  every  one  of  the 
Commander  -  in  -  Ch  ief  's  A.  D.  C.  's  were 
selected  for  good  appointments.  Sir 
George  Pretyman,  who  had  been  unem- 
ployed for  five  years,  and  whose  claims 
for  employment  must  have  come  before 
and  been  rejected  by  the  Selection  Board 
for  all  that  period,  was  appointed  in  1899 
by  the  present  Commander  -  in  -  Chief, 
when  he  was  on  the  point  of  retirement, 
commandant  to  Lord  Roberts  at 
headquarters,  a  post  often  held  by  captains 
or  majors,  and  although  he  had  never 
practically  commanded  in  the  field  except 
a  minor  post  on  lines  of  communication, 
he  had  now  been  selected  for  a  first-class 
district  in  India.  Was  that  selection 
made  by  the  Selection  Board  1 

Another  case  which  required  some 
explanation  was  that  of  General 
Sir  C.  Tucker.  This  general  was 
appointed  to  the  command  of  a  division 
in  South  Africa  in  1899  with  the 
temporary   rank   of    lieutenant  -  general. 
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He  was  an   officer  who   had  served  all 
over  the  globe.     In  December,   1900,  he 
attained  sixty-two  years  of  age,  and  in 
the  ordinary  course  would  have  retired ; 
but     he      was      retained,     presumably, 
and      rightly    in    his    opinion    because 
he  was  a  most    efficient  officer.     That 
winter    Sir    T.    Kelly -Kenny,    Sir    A. 
Hunter,  and  Sir  N.  Lyttelton  all  went 
home,  and  later  so  did  General  Bindon 
Blood,   this   latter  after   serving  barely 
six   months   in  South  Africa,  yet  in  the 
H<nvjur8  GazetU  all  were  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  lieutenant-general  over  the  head 
of  General  Tucker  whilst  that  officer  was 
actually  in  the  field  holding  a  lieutenant- 
general's  command.     He  considered  that 
the    promotion    of    these    officers    may 
have  been  right  and  proper,  but   it  was 
difficult  to  understand  on  what  principle 
General  Tucker  should  have  been  super- 
seded at  the  time  they  were  promoted, 
as  General   Tucker  was   actually   at  the 
time  in  the  field  performing  the  duties  of 
lieutenant-general  in  South  Africa.     In 
1902  General  Tucker  was  promoted  to 
the  rank   of  lieutenant-general,  but  he 
had  lost  two-and-a-half  years  of  seniority 
by  his  supersession,  or  about  fifteen  steps. 
Then    there    was    the    case   of    Major 
Mackenzie,  of  the  Seaforth  Highlanders, 
another   A.D.C.    of   Lord   Roberts,    who 
was   appointed    Governor  of   Johannes- 
burg, being  given  local   rank  of  colonel. 
At  that   time  there   were  in  Johannes- 
burg,   one  lieutenant-general   and    four 
major-generals  who  by  the  appointment 
were    placed    under    him;    and   one   of 
these,   Lieutenant-General    Sir    Herbert 
Chermside,      was     a     man      admirably 
adapted   by   experience   in   many   coun- 
tries to  be   the  governor  of  a    cosmo- 
politan polyglot  town  like  Johannesburg. 
Lord   Settrington   was   another    A.D.U. 
as     to    whose    advancement    he   would 
like     to     have     a     little     information. 
Lord    Settrington   went   out    to  South 
Africa  as  a   Militia  officer  and   A.D.C. 
to  Lord    Roberts,   and    no  doubt    ren- 
dered   good    service.       He   was     after- 
wards posted,  however,  to  the  newly  raised 
Irish  Guards  as   second   lieutenant,  and 
rose   to   be   captain   in  six   months.     It 
was   very   hard  to  find  justification  for 
such  tremendous  progress.      Nay,  more, 
it  was  impossible ;  every  subaltern,   not 
only  in    the  Guards  but  in  the   British 
Army,  was  wronged  by  such  an  incident, 
and  the  formation    of    a    new  regiment 
should  have  been  taken  advantage  of  to 


promote  deserving  officers.  He  was 
standing  up  for  the  unknown  "  Smith  " 
in  the  Army,  who  had  been  sadly  neglected  . 
of  late  years.  He  might  give  many  more 
cases,  but  he  hoped  he  would  have  some 
answer  to  the  cases  ho  had  spoken  of. 

The      distribution    of     rewards    and 
honours  caused  intense  heart-burning  in 
the  men   whose   whole  career  depended 
upon  their  advancement  in  the  service. 
He  strongly  objected  to  the  distinction  of 
"qualified     for     employment     on     the 
staff "  being  distributed  in  an  arbitrary 
and    erroneous  way,   as  a  reward,   and 
being  given  for  anything  else  than  certain 
specified  duties  in  the  field.      Such  dis- 
tinctions cast  a  baneful  influence  over  the 
Army  right  down  to  all  the  ranks.     A 
great  deal  of  this  was  due  to  the  want 
of  practical,   proper,   and  efficient   work- 
ing of  the  machinery  by  which  the  Army 
was  organised.  The  War  Office  was  choked 
with  arrears  of  work  which  blocked  its 
effective  action.     New  methods  had  been 
started  with  new  men,  but  there  was  no 
head  control;    decentralisation  was  not 
secured,  and  he  did  not  believe  that  there 
was  one  of  the  six  much  vaunted  Army 
Corps  which   could  go  on  active  service 
without  breaking  up  other  units.    To  show 
that  decentralisation  was  not  secured,  in 
spite  of  all  they  had  heard,  ho  might  point 
out  that  even  in  a  small  matter  such  as 
an  application  to  travel  for  a  few  days 
abroad  by  an  officer  from,   say,  Shorn- 
cliffe  or  Chichester,  the  application  would 
be  sent  first  to  the  officer  commanding  at 
Shorncliffe,   from   Shorncliffe   to    Dover, 
then  to  the  officer  commanding  the  Army 
Corps  at  Salisbury  Plain,  and  from  there 
to   the  War  Office,  and   it  would  come 
back  by  the  same  circuitous  route,  entail- 
ing a  great  waste  of  time.     With  the  pres 
sure  of  work  at  the  War  Office  it  was  im- 
possible that  the  War.  Office  could  rise  to 
the  necessity  of  meeting  the  case  of  modern 
improvements  in  the  Army,  such  as  the 
much-needed  creation  of  a  special  N.C.O. 
training  school.     The  result  of  this  mal- 
administration was  also  seen  in  the  lament- 
able (there  was  no  other  word  for  it)  succes- 
sion of  incidents  which  have  been  occupy- 
ing public  attention  for  the  last  year ; 
incidents  which  were  calculated  to  bring 
tho  Army  into  discredit  in  the  eyes  of 
not  only  the  people  of  this  country,  but  of 
the  world ;  incidents  such  as  the  delay  in 
the  payment  of  the  Yeomanry,  the  delay 
in  the  issue  of  medals,  in  the  scandals  con- 
nected   with     the    Yeomanrv     remount 
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operations  in  Hungary,  in  the  failure  in    in  April  last, 
the  case  of  Major  Studdert  in  Ireland,  and 
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I  entirely  agree  with  the  posi- 


tion   you    have  taken  up  in  this  connection. 

•     .%     j.  i  i    ..         .  .  i     o  1 1  Such  a  wanton  and  scandalous  destruction  of 

in  the  disgraceful  attempt  to  make  General    good  ^  60Und  ntion8ito  the  value  of  about 

Truman  a  scape-goat,  and  force  him    to    ,£100,000,  was  sad  to  see,  and  should  1*  the 


resign,  when  the  blame  for  the  loss  of 
horse  life  in  South  Africa  was  on  the 
Chief  of  Staff  in  South  Africa  and  on 
the  Yeomanry  Committee, the  failure  and 
delay  also  to  remodel  the  army  veterinary 
department,   which   was    even   now  20 


subject  of  most  rigid  inquiry.  Your  contention 
that  good  meat  properly  preserved  in  tins, 
never  deteriorates  is  substantially  correct. 
Only  in  cases  where  boxes  containing  rations 
have  been  roughly  used,  the  tins  becoming 
punctured,  have  I  ever  found  them  unfit  for 
issue.  This  does  not  apply  to  the  rations 
destroyed  in    Pretoria,  the  major  portion  of 


per    cent,    short   of   its     establishment,    which  was  in  excellent  condition,  and  *t  least 

required  condemnation.     These   matters 

were   due   to    the    indecision  and  the 

contradictory  action  of  the  War  Office, 

and   to  this  same  contradictory   action, 

and    want   of  administrative  power  he 

directly   attributed  the   Buller,  Colville, 

and  Einloch  cases. 

He  would  only  touch  for  a  moment  on  the 
Cape  "  ragging  '  case,  which  had  done  more 
to  discredit  the  Army  in  South  Africa  than 
anything  else.  He  had  always  advocated 
the  necessity  of  Courts-martial  in 
individual  cases,  and  if  they  had  had 
Court s- martial  carried  on  under  a  proper 
system  during  the  last  ten  years  such  an 
incident  as  the  Cape  "  ragging  "  case  could 
not  have  occurred.  Punishments  have 
been  decreasing,  rewards  increasing,  with 
the  result  from  this  dangerous  principle 
that  discipline  has  been  deteriorating,  not 
improving.  The  War  Office  had  been  | 
guilty  of  incessant  changes;  but 
changes  in  organisation  did  not  neces- 
sarily carry  with  them  an  increase  of  J 
efficiency.  It  had  forfeited  the  sym- 
pathy of  the  Militia  and  had  turned 
Volunteers  into  active  enemies.  It 
had  also  allowed  to  be  carried  out 
under     the    present    regime    objectless    exposures    of    War    Office    system,    or 


75  per  cent,  bearing  stamped  impression  on 
|  tins  2.5.02,  and  therefore  could  have  only  been 
in  South  Africa  a  very  few  months.  Mr. 
Brodrick's  reply  to  you  that  the  contractors 
are  not  to  blame  is  as  generons  as  his  statement 
that  the  rations  were  kept  longer  than  intended. 
I  may  mention  that  I  was  in  charge  of  a 
section  of  wagons  engaged  in  carting  the 
same  to  the  site,  a  few  miles  from 
Pretoria,  where  they  were  destroyed ;  and 
altogether  there  were  engaged  in  the  transit  of 
these  rations  an  average  of  about  ninety 
wagons  daily,  covering  a  period  of  from  three 
to  four  weeks.  I  personally  superintended  the 
loading  and  off-loading  of  the  wagons  under  my 
charge,  and  am  therefore  in  a  position  to  speak 
as  to  the  true  facts  of  the  case,  and  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  it  would  have  been  a 
i  most  difficult  task  to  have  discovered  2h  per 
cent,  unfit  for  human  food.  I  may  further 
mention  that  the  drivers  and  leaders  of  our 
transport  conveying  these  rations,  and  number- 
ing about  200  natives,  lived  almost  exclusively 
,  on  the  rations  in  question,  and  certainly  con- 
sumed not  less  than  from  1,200  to  1,500  tins 
with  no  ill  effects.  After  the  destruction  was 
completed,  or  supposed  to  have  been,  hundreds 
of  rations  were  removed  by  hungry  natives 
living  in  that  vicinity.  The  modus  operandi 
in  inspecting  and  condemning  these  rations,  as 
told  to  me  by  a  gentleman  who  was  an  eye  - 
witness,  can  only  be  regarded  as  farcical. 
The  information  herein  conveyed  can  be  borne 
out  by  several  persons  now  residirg  in 
Pretoria.  * 

This  latter  was  on  a  par  with  other 


and  expensive  changes  in  uniform 
under  the  guise  of  economy.  He  felt  some 
explanation  was  required  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  on  Officers' 
Expenses  that  they  should  allow  cavalry 
subalterns  to  consume  more  liquor  at 
mess  than  infantry  subalterns.  He  men- 
tioned the  case  of  the  contaminated 
blankets,  and  the  destruction  of  the  con- 
demned rations  at  Pretoria.  Perhaps  it 
was  only  right  that  he  should  read  a 
letter  which  he  had  received  from  South 
Africa  upon  this  matter,  dated  Pretoria, 
1 8th  June. 

"To-day's  cablegrams  bring  in  Mr.  Brod- 
rick's reply  to  certain  Questions  asked  by  you 
in  the  House  of  Commons  on  June  17th 
regarding  the  destruction  of  rations  at  Pretoria 

Mr.  Pirie. 


rather  want  of  it,  but  the  country 
had  lost  £80,000  over  the  transaction. 
In  any  case  the  War  Office  could  not  escape 
blame. 

He  had  just  one  word  to  say 
as  to  the  present  system  of  recruiting. 
A  great  deal  had  been  heard  of  late  about 
good  recruits,  and  he  had  always  been 
convinced  that  a  proper  system  of  pro 
moting  to  a  commission  from  the  ranks 
would  go  far  towards  success  in  obtaining 
good  recruits.  He  had  found  from  a 
Return  of  commissions  given  to  the  ranks 
that  in  the  ten  years  ending  in  1896,  the 
last  year  we  had  a  Royal  Commander-in- 
Chief,  the  percentage  of  commissions 
given  to  men  from  the  ranks  was  4*5,  but 
in  the  last  eight  years,  from  1896  to  1902, 
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that  percentage  had  fallen  to  2*6.  If 
they  wanted  good  recruits  they  should 
encourage  the  system  of  giving  such 
commissions,  and  he  advocated  a  10  per- 
entage  as  a  fair  one ;  but  this  fall  in  the 
number  of  such  commissions  under  a  Con- 
servative Government  showed  what  a 
hollow  pretence  real  reform  was  likely 
to  assume.  He  understood  other  Mem- 
bers were  going  to  touch  on  the 
ludicrous  exposure  in  this  House  of 
the  Somaliland  operations.  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  seemed  alone  blind  to  the 
comedy  of  his  action,  but  it  was  a  very 
serious  matter  to  the  country.  There 
had  been  a  grave  loss  of  life,  an  ex- 
penditure of  £500,000,  and  an  annual 
expenditure  going  on  at  the  rate  of 
£50,000  a  month.  Owing  to  these 
lamentable  facts  coming  before  the  pub- 
lic they  were  losing  confidence  in  the 
administration  of  the  Army — and,  above 
all,  in  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War. 
Economy  and  efficiency  were  considered 
incompatible,  with  the  result  that  neither 
were  obtained,  and  the  War  Office  had 
come  to  regard  the  public  purse  as  a 
milch  cow  that  could  not  run  dry.  It 
was  because  he  looked  upon  the  whole 
situation  as  a  very  serious  one  that  he 
now  begged  to  move. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  by 
£100,  in  respect  of  the  Salary  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War." — (Mr.  Pirie.) 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) 
said  he  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
following  the  hon.  Member  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  somewhat  discursive 
oration  he  had  made.  He  thought  a 
speech  which  attempted  in  the  course  of  half 
an  hour  to  touch  on  almost  every  question 
of  Army  administration,  including  Somali- 
land,  appointments  at  the  War  Office, 
rations  of  the  troops,  decentralisation, 
and  a  number  of  other  topics,  could  not 
be  described  otherwise  than  as  giving  a 
discursive  view  of  what  had  taken  place. 
He  rose,  before  they  went  to  more 
serious  topics  which  might  be  introduced, 
to  enter  his  protest  against  that  part  of  the 
hon.  Member's  speech  in  which  he  made 
a  formal  indictment  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  and  the  appointments  made  by 
him  to  the  War  Office.  He  did  not  sup- 
pose that  those  observations  would  be 
taken  in  this  House  for  more  than  they 
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were  worth,  which  was  the  expression  of 
opinion  of  an  individual  Member.  But 
those  observations  went  out  to  the 
country,  they  were  reported  in  the  Press, 
and  if  he  were  not  at  the  earliest  moment 
to  make  an  emphatic  protest  and  express 
his  desire  to  controvert  in  every  respect 
what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member 
he  should  be  wanting  in  the  duty  which 
he  discharged  to  this  House.  To  show, 
he  would  not  say  the  prejudice  in  the 
sense  that  the  hon.  Member  had  deliber- 
ately abandoned  a  fair  and  impartial  ' 
treatment  of  the  matter,  but  to  show 
the  prejudiced  aspect  which  the  whole 
subject  bore  in  the  hon.  Member's  mind, 
he  could  not  do  better  than  to  take  two 
appointments,  the  only  two  on  which  he 
proposed  to  comment,  in  regard  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  had  attacked  the  posi- 
tion of  the  War  Office — the  appointment 
of  two  most  distinguished  officers,  Sir 
Ian  Hamilton  and  Sir  William  Nicholson. 
The  hon.  Member  said  that  the  record 
of  Sir  Ian  Hamilton  was  one  purely  of 
personal  interest  to  the  Commander-in- 
Chief.  That  was  not  only  not  the  truth 
but  it  was  the  absolute  reverse  of  the 
truth.  Sir  Ian  Hamilton  undoubtedly 
served  the  Commander-in-Chief  as  mili- 
tary secretary  in  India.  He  was  also 
selected  by  Sir  George  White,  and 
asked  to  take  the  same  post  on  his  staff 
which  he  had  held  with  Lord  Roberts, 
and  at  the  urgent  request  of  the  new 
Commander-in-Chief  Sir  Ian  Hamilton 
did  so.  He  himself  happened  to  know, 
for  he  was  then  in  India,  that  at  the 
moment  Sir  Ian  Hamilton  urgently 
desired  to  return  home.  Sir  Ian  Hamil- 
ton was  appointed,  not  by  Lord  Roberts 
but  by  Sir  George  White,  to  the  position  of 
Inspector-General  of  Musketry  in  India, 
and  the  equalities  which  he  showed  in  that 
capacity  were  so  exceptional  for  the  position 
that  he  was  appointed,  not  by  Lord 
Roberts,  nor  by  Sir  George  White,  but  by 
Lord  Wolseley,  to  the  chief  post  at  the 
School  of  Musketry  at  Hy  the.  From  that 
post  he  was  selected,  not  by  Lord  Roberts 
but  by  Lord  Wolseley  and  Sir  Redvers 
Buller,  who  at  that  moment,  he  thought, 
had  not  gone  out  himself,  to  proceed  to 
Natal  and  to  form  part  of  the  Natal 
field  force.  In  that  capacity  he  com- 
manded a  brigade  at  Ladysmith,  and  he 
consequently  commanded  a  division  dur- 
ing the  campaign  in  South  Africa.  He 
returned  with  Lord  Roberts,  and  as 
between  the  date  of   his  return  and  the 

21 


883 


Supply— 


{COMMONS} 


Army  Estimates. 


884 


absolute  date  of  the  abandonment  of  his 
command  he,  like  other  officers,  was 
allowed  two  months  leave.  He  then 
became  military  secretary  to  Lord 
Roberts ;  and  he  was,  with  the  universal 
assent  of  the  whole  country — there  was 
never  an  appointment  which  gave  greater 
satisfaction — sent  as  Chief  of  the  Staff  to 
Lord  Kitchener,  and  practically  he 
exercised  the  control  of  Chief  of  the 
Staff  for  eight  months  over  an  Army  of  a 
quarter  of  a  million  of  men.  On  coming 
back  he  was  employed  at  the  War  Office 
in  the  post  whicn  was  previously  held  by 
Lord  Wolseley,  Sir  Redvers  Buller,  and 
Sir  Evelyn  Wood ;  and  he  could  only  say 
that  that  was  a  good  omen  for  Sir  Ian 
Hamilton's  future  advancement,  as  it  was 
an  indication  of  services  which  were  ex- 
ceptional, even  in  a  campaign  in  which 
many  exceptional  services  were  rendered, 
lie  must  say  that  to  represent  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  officer  of  that  distinction  in  the 
field,  who«e  qualities  had  been  proved  and 
acknowledged  by  all  those  who  served  with 
him  in  South  Africa,  as  a  personal 
selection  for  personal  services  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief  was  an  unworthy 
representation  to  proceed  from  a  Mem- 
ber of  this  House. 

With  regard  to  Sir  William  Nicholson, 
he  could  only  say  this — it  was 
not  necessary  for  him  to  speak  of 
his  abilities  in  this  House,  they  were 
known  to  all  Members  who  had  to 
do  with  India  long  before  they  were 
known  to  those  who  served  in  the  War 
Office,  who  were  not  in  immediate 
contact  with  him.  Sir  William  Nicholson 
was  a  member  of  the  Defence  Com- 
mittee, and  as  a  member  of  that  Com- 
mittee he  had  been  brought  in  contact 
with  leading  Cabinet  Ministers  and  with 
the  leading  members  of  the  sister  service. 
He  undertook  to  say  that  there  was  not 
a  man  sitting  on  that  Committee  who 
would  not  say  that  it  was  impossible  to 
de.il  with  Sir  William  Nicholson  without 
feeling  that  he  was  a  man  of  the  very 
first  ability,  knowledge,  and  application. 
The  hon.  Member  had  instituted  a 
comparison,  which  he  thought  was 
wholly  undesirable,  between  Sir  William 
Nicholson  and  Sir  John  Ardagh,  who 
hai  done  excellent  service  in  the  capacity 
and  in  respect  of  the  subjects  with 
u-liich  he  was  charged.  They  all  knew 
that  the  post  of  Director-General  of 
.Mobilisation  and  of  Military  Intelligence 

Mr.  Brodrkk. 


had  been  immensely  developed,  his 
responsibility  had  been  greatly  enlarged  ; 
and  he  was  glad  to  say  that  by  a  recent 
decision  of  the  Treasury,  on  their  ap- 
plication, his  staff  had  been  greatly 
enlarged.  When  that  change  was  made, 
and  these  fresh  responsibilities  were 
placed  upon  Sir  William  Nicholson,  he 
was  given  a  seat  on  the  War  Office 
Council,  and,  like  every  other  officer 
holding  that  position,  he  was  given  the 
rank  and  pay  of  lieutenant-general.  The 
denial  of  that  rank  to  Sir  John  Ardagh 
was  not  due  to  any  disregard  for  his 
qualifications.  It  was  given  to  Sir 
William  Nicholson  because  the  post  he 
held  was  a  much  more  important  one. 
The  hon.  Member  had  represented  that 
General  Tucker  had  been  in  some 
respects  a  victim  of  some  want  of  regard 
on  the  part  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Mr.  PIRIE  asked  whether  it  was  not 
the  fact  that  General  Tucker  had  been 
superseded. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  said  it  was  im- 
possible to  undertake,  when  an  officer 
was  selected  for  promotion  for  his 
services  in  the  field,  that  he  should  not 
go  over  the  heads  of  other  officers. 
General  Tucker,  as  it  happened,  was 
made  knight  commander  of  the  Bath 
in  the  Gazette  in  which  two  other  officers 
were  made  lieutenant-generals,  and  he 
was  subsequently  made  lieutenant- 
general  for  his  services  in  the  campaign. 
He  was  quite  certain  that  General 
Tucker  would  be  the  last  man  to  say  or 
t )  suggest  that  his  treatment  had  been 
otherwise  than  handsome.  He  would 
leave  these  subjects,  and  only  on  this 
ground — they  had  given  a  pledge  to  the 
House  two  years  ago  that  all  appoint- 
ments of  officers  should  be  made  with  a 
view  to  their  command  in  the  field,  and, 
as  far  as  he  knew,  that  pledge  had  been 
kept  in  every  single  particular.  He  was 
prepared  to  vindicate  every  appointment 
that  came  under  his  own  personal  con- 
trol in  the  sense  of  putting  the  seal  on 
what  had  been  brought  before  him  by 
the  military  authorities.  He  could 
assure  the  Committee  that  these  im- 
putations of  favouritism,  not  one  of 
which  had  ever  been  made  good  in  or 
out  of  the  House,  gave  the  utmost  pain, 
not  merely  to  the  Commander- in-Chief, 
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but  to  the  officers  associated  with  him,  j  came  from  some  ardent  supporter  of  War 
and  to  the  officers  unnamed  on  whose  j  Office  reform,  urged  that  South  Africa 
behalf  they  were  professed  to  be  made.  |  was  a  better  training  ground  than  Great 
He  had  never  heard  of,  and  he  did  not !  Britain  could  possibly  be.  Upon  the 
believe  there  was,  in  the  Army  any  I  last  point  contradictory  statements  had 
feeling  but  one  of  confidence  that  every  I  been  made  from  the  Treasury  Bench, 
•endeavour  was  made  to  take  the  best  j  for  while  in  April,  1902,  the  Secretary 
men.  Of  course,  after  a  campaign  there  '  of  State  for  War  declared  that  no  men 
must  be  disappointments;  but  all  he  j  were  sent  out  not  properly  trained,  in 
could  say  was  that  officers  who  had  '  March  of  this  year  the  Financial  Secre- 
been  preferred  after  this  campaign  had  tary  to  the  War  Office  stated  that  South 
not  belonged  to  one  school  rather  than  Africa  was  considered  a  very  suitable 
another.  They  had  been  selected  in-  training  ground  for  the  young  soldier, 
discriminatory  from  among  men  who  The  War  Office  might  have  changed  their 
had  the  best  Indian  reputations,  the  policy,  but  those  statements  were 
best  Egyptian  reputations,  and  the  best   clearly  incompatible.     He  believed  that 

Biace  reputations  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  purposes  of  mounted  infantry 
e  hoped  that  these  efforts  to  disparage  and  cavalry  drill,  South  Africa  was  an 
the  judgment,  and,  more  than  the  judg-  admirable  training  ground,  because  of 
ment,  the  integrity,  of  a  great  soldier  the  distances  and  areas  it  afforded,  but 
like  the  Commander-in  Chief  would  not   with  regard  to  artillery  the  advantage 


was  not  so  certain,  and  he  seriously 
doubted  its  desirability  as  a  training 
ground  for  the  infantry.  The  large  area 
necessary  for  mounted  forces  was  not 
required  for  infantry,  and  the  character 
of  the  ground  in  South  Africa  was  so 
unlike  the  enclosed  regions  of  this  country 
that  the  officer  entrusted  with  the  duty 


be  repeated. 

Mb.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  (Bristol, 
E.)  said  that  the  right  lion.  Gentlemen 
had  had  brought  to  his  notice  the  feeling 
of  indignation  which  was  often  caused 
by  the  selection  of  officers  for  promotion. 
He  did  not  agree  with  his  hon.  friend  in 

introducing  particular  names  to  the  of  training  the  men  would  be  set  a  task 
Committee;  but  it  was  unquestionable  entirely  different  from  that  involved  m 
that  a  great  many  of  the  appointments  I  manoeuvring  in  an  enclosed  country, 
made  by  Lord  Roberts  in  connection  ,  Th.at  difference  was  recognised  by  the 
with  the  war  had  caused  the  greatest  I  w/lter  Tof  the  8enes  of  articles  m  The 
offence  to,  and  deepened  the  ill-feeling  of,  I  Timff  lt  waa  untrue  to  say  that  infantry 
many  deserving  officers  in  the  British  |  ^  d  not  ta  ta»ned  m  England  just  as 
Army.  He  deprecated  the  introduction  |  ,we11  «»  anywhere  ebe.  He  did  not 
of  names  in  the  strongest  possible  i  know  wither  the  Financial  Secretary 
manner;  but  he  would  say  that  Lord  j  |)Tad  rea^  *6  interesting  critique  in  Th 
Koberts'  appointments  had  not  always  Ilmf* 'oi  *»  morning  on  the  manoeuvre 
been  free  from  the  suspicion  of  favour- !  ft*  ^ldershot.  He  took  it  that  the  write 
itism  °*  tne  cntulue  was  the  gentleman  who 

Passing  from  that  point,  he  thought  I  animadverted  upon  the  individual  com- 
the  Committee  were  entitled  to  a  I  position  of  the  brigades  which  took  part 
pronouncement  as  to  the  policy  of  the  , in  .the  r®centJ  Aldershot  review.  The 
Government  with  regard  to  the  perma.  !  w*lteT  P°lnted  ourt  that  over  a  consider- 
nent  garrison  in  South  Africa.  The  pro- '  ab,e  °Pen  sPace  of  ground  a  ?Won  was 
posal,  first  made  in  Thn  Times,  was  that ,  manoeuvred  m  accordance  with  the  most 
one  Army  Corps  should  be  permanently  !  rfcent  developments  of  military  drill,  m 
stationed  in  South  Africa,  and  called  part ,  the  style  and  upon  the  theory  adopted 
of  the  home  garrison.  Three  points  ^lth  such  conspicuous  success  in  the 
were  urged  in  favour  of  that  policv.  I  9erm&n  manoeuvres  four  years  ago.  If 
The  first  was  the  strategic  mobility  to  be  ,  l\  was  P03*1*^  80  to  manoeuvre  infantry 
gained  thereby;  the  second  emanated  that  they  were  concealed  from  the  obser- 
from  the  Colonial  Office,  and  suggested  i  vatlon  °f  the  defending  force,  the 
that  the-  three- vear-old  "  soldiers  should  manoeuvring  of  the  soldier  depended  not 
be  invited  to  settle  in  South  Africa  as  {  80  much  upon  the  ground  which  he 
colonists ;  while  the  third,  which  probably  i  occupied  as  upon  the  intelligence  of  the 
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officer  who  directed  the  operations.  If 
the  quality  of  the  directing  officer  was 
improved  there  would  be  obtained  on  the 
part  of  the  private  soldier  a  skill  not 
hitherto  secured  in  this  country.  The 
Times  critic  also  noticed  that  the  non- 
commissioned officers  and  men  showed 
an  intelligent  interest  in  the  maps  of  the 
surrounding  country  which  had  been 
provided  for  them.  H  that  were  so,  the 
Army  had  made  a  substantial  advance 
in  the  right  direction.  Another  con- 
sideration in  connection  with  the  perma- 
nent garrison  in  South  Africa  was  that 
the  cost  of  the  soldier  in  that  country 
was  so  much  greater  than  in  England 
that  it  would  materially  increase  the 
expenditure  on  the  Army.  A  man  in 
South  Africa  cost  £25  more  than  in 
England.  It  appeared,  therefore,  that 
the  proposal  would  afford  no  advantage 
from  the  strategic  point  of  view,  greatly 
increase  the  cost  of  the  troops,  and, 
without  providing  colonists  for  South 
Africa,  cause  considerable  difficulty  in 
the  provision  and  maintenance  of  the 
reserve.  When  the  proposal  was  made 
to  send  certain  reservists  to  Canada,  it 
was  thought  by  the  War  Office  that  we 
should  have  a  claim  on  their  services  in 
time  of  war,  but  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment entirely  repudiated  that  view.  The 
same  thing  would  probably  happen 
in  South  Africa.  Thus  there  were 
several  serious  arguments  which  could  be 
advanced  against  the  proposed  retention 
of  an  Army  Corps  in  South  Africa  as  a 
part  of  the  home  garrison. 

Another  matter  upon  which  he  desired 
information  was  the  future  policy  in 
Somaliland.  According  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  seventeen  officers  and  340  men 
had  been  killed,the  Vote  for  the  campaign 
was  practically  exhausted,  and  further 
supplies  would  have  to  be  asked  for. 
What  was  the  quality  of  the  troops  that 
had  been  engaged?  In  reply  to  a  Question, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  stated 
that  no  native  levies  would  be  employed 
in  the  field,  and  yet  in  every  action 
natives  had  been  given  the  most 
prominent  share  of  the  fighting.  Accord- 
ing to  the  correspondent  of  the  Daily 
Telegraph,  these  men  had  not  completed 
even  a  native  recruit's  musketry  course, 
and  a  great  part  of  the  losses  sustained 
by  Colonel  Plunkett's  column  was  doubt- 
less due  to  the  fact  that  the  native  levies 

Mr.  Charles  Hobhovse. 


could  not  aim  straight.  Moreover,  since 
that  reply,  fresh  levies  of  these  men  had 
been  made.  He  wished  to  know  something 
about  the  troops  to  be  employed  in  subse- 
quent operations.  The  whole  of  the  opera- 
tions in  Somaliland  had  so  far  been  directed 
to  driving  our  enemy  out  of  another 
country  into  British  territory.  When  this 
expedition  began  its  operations  the  Mullah 
was  outside  British  territory,  but  he  had 
since  entrenched  himself  in  British  lines,, 
and  his  presence  there  was  viewed  with 
great  anxiety  by  the  inhabitants.  Was 
the  War  Office  going  to  establish  a 
permanent  force  in  this  territory  or  were 
they  going  to  have  these  expeditions 
every  year  1  They  had  appointed  a  com- 
petent officer  to  take  command,  and  they 
had  been  told  that  an  advance  was  short- 
ly to  begin.  If  the  result  of  that  ad- 
vance was  to  be  that  the  enemy  was  to 
be  entrenched  more  strongly  in  our 
territory  than  before  the  advance,  then 
he  hoped  some  other  means  would 
be  adopted  of  driving  the  Mullah  out  of 
our  territory,  and  of  securing  protection 
for  the  tribes  to  whom  they  had  promised 
adequate  protection.  He  hoped  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  give  some 
reply  to  the  question  raised  with  regard 
to  this  South  African  garrison,  and  also 
with  regard  to  this  expedition  which  had 
proved  so  costly  and  had  upset  all  the 
optimistic  statements  made  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  at  the  commencement  of 
this  session. 

♦Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL 
(Oldham)  said  he  thought  the  Com- 
mittee would  be  disposed  to  agree 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
in  deprecating  the  introduction  of 
personal  matters  which  figured  so 
very  largely  in  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  opened  the  discussion 
this  afternoon.  The  hon.  Member 
occupied  some  time  in  discussing  patron- 
age in  the  Army  and  Navy.  In  this 
country  they  had  committed  themselves 
to  the  policy  of  selection,  and  he  thought 
on  the  whole  it  was  agreed  that  that  was 
the  only  method  by  which  they  could 
arrive  at  the  one  most  important  thing, 
namely,  getting  the  right  man  in  the 
right  place  in  the  hour  of  need.  Just 
as  it  was  useless  to  interfere  in  matters 
of  selection  when  there  were  no  grounds 
for  believing  that  there  had  been  an 
actual  corruption  at  work,  so  in  regard 
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to  the  question  of  the  administration  of 
discipline  it  was  not  wise  to  interfere 
without  there  were  definite  grounds  to 
show  that  the  forms  of  law  and  justice 
had  not  been  accurately  followed.  In  so 
far  as  criticisms  had  been  made  upon 
matters  like  the  Colonel  Kin  loch  case,  he 
wished  to  point  out  that  they  had  not 
been  directed  at  the  legitimate  exercise 
of  the  discretion  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  but  only  at  what  was  conidered  to 
be  a  departure  from  the  recognised  form 
of  law  and  justice  and  an  illegitimate 
exercise  of  that  discretion.  The  most 
extraordinary  thing  in  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  opposite  was  the  example 
he  took  to  illustrate  the  evils  of  selection. 
He  should  not  have  thought,  on  the 
tace  of  it,  that  there  were  two  officers  in 
the  British  Army  whose  appointments 
had  given  more  universal  satisfaction 
than  the  appointments  of  General  Ian 
Hamilton  and  Sir  William  Nicholson. 
He  apprehended  that  it  was  the  general 
opinion  of  those  born  in  the  service  that 
there  were  few  men  more  fitted  to  deal 
with  the  great  matters  of  policy  and  ad- 
ministration, transcending  and  extending 
beyond  the  ordinary  limitations  of  strictly 
professional  training,  or  more  fitted  to 
rank  as  military  statesmen,  who  could 
take  part  in  the  Councils  of  National 
Defence.  He  rose  chiefly  for  the  purpose 
of  expressing  the  hope  that  they  should 
not  consume  this  day  in  discussing  these 
comparatively  small  personal  matters. 
He  hoped  they  would  not  spend  a  long 
time  in  discussing  the  procedure  at  a 
Court-martial  of  which  they  had  heard 
a  good  deal.  There  were  an  immense 
number  of  important  matters  which  a 
great  many  hon.  friends  of  his  were  very 
■anxious  to  have  information  about. 
Some  of  those  questions  had  been 
touched  upon  by  the  hon.  Member  who 
spoke  last,  and  he  appealed  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  to  give  them 
as  much  information  as  he  could  as  early 
■as  possible  in  the  debate,  because  he 
thought  that  would  curtail  the  discussion 
and  make  it  more  fruitful,  and  prevent 
them  from  straying  on  wrong  lines.  He 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
be  able  to  tell  them  something  as  to 
what  he  intended  to  do  in  regard  to 
the  troops  in  South  Africa.  Did  he 
intend  to  keep  the  present  garrison 
permanently  there,  and  what  would  be 


the  increased  cost  of  that  alteration  in 
the  distribution  of  their  military  forces 
in  South  Africa  1  He  should  also  like  to 
know  a  little  more  about  the  popularity 
of  the  service  in  South  Africa  as  com- 
pared with  the  popularity  of  the  service 
in  other  parts  of  the  British  Empire. 
If  South  Africa  was  going  to  be  a 
permanent  station  for  such  a  large  force 
they  could  not  go  on  keeping  the  troops 
under  canvas  or  under  rudimentary 
temporary  shelter.  Of  course  that 
would  react  upon  the  question  of  cost. 
Besides  that,  he  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  able  to  tell  them 
something  in  regard  to  the  progress 
made  with  recruiting.  He  was  rather 
inclined  to  think  that  some  of  the 
figures  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
had  given  had  hardly  tended  to  reassure 
the  House  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's anticipations  at  the  beginning  of 
the  session  had  been  borne  out  by  events. 
They  wished  to  know  how  the  recruiting 
had  been  affected  by  the  new  conditions 
as  to  character  and  standard  which  had 
been  introduced,  and  they  also  wanted 
to  know  the  number  of  re-engagements 
or  proportion  made  under  the  new 
system  of  pay. 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  There  are  no  statistics 
available  yet. 

♦Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  said  if 
there  were  no  statistics  available  of 
course  they  could  not  have  them. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  said  the  recruits 
who  were  taken  for  three  years  under 
the  new  system  began  to  engage  in 
April  last  year,  and  until  April  next 
year  they  had  no  opportunity  of  know- 
ing that  they  would  re-engage  for  another 
period. 

♦Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  said  he 
thought  that  was  a  very  favourite 
date.  He  understood  from  that  answer 
that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
obtaining  the  information  he  had 
asked  for.  Then  there  was  the  ques- 
tion of  the  artillery  guns.  That  was 
a  matter  which  had  attracted  great 
interest  both  inside  and  outside  the 
House.  It  was  an  extraordinary  thing 
that,  although  they  had  only  a  small 
Army,   it    was    not    well  -  armed,   and 
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although  it  was  such  an  expensive 
Army,  it  was  practically  without  quick- 
firing  guns. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  lhe  guns  do  not 
come  upon  this  Vote. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  asked  if  they 
would  be  in  order  in  calling  attention 
to  the  answers  given  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  to  Questions  put  to 
him  upon  this  subject. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  I  cannot  keep  in 
my  mind  all  the  Answers  given  on  the 
Questions  put,  and  I  cannot  quite  see 
in  what  shape  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man proposes  to  raise  the  question.  I 
am  perfectly  clear,  however,  that  no 
discussion  in  regard  to  the  supply  of 
these  guns  can  be  permitted  on  this 
Vote. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  submitted 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham  had 
not  entered  upon  any  technical  discus- 
sion with  regard  to*the  need  of  guns, 
but  had  only  referred  to  the  refusal  of 
the  Government  in  regard  to  those  guns. 

♦Thk  CHAIRMAN  :  My  interruption  ' 
was  of  a  precautionary  character. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  pointed  , 
out  that  there  was  part  of  this  Vote  i 
devoted  to  the  pay  of  the  Inspector-  j 
General  of  Artillery,  and  surely  it  would 
be  in  order  on  that  particular  item  to  I 
discuss  the  question  of  guns. 

*The  CHAIRMAN :  The  question  of 
guns  must  be  raised  on  the  Vote  for 
guns.  Vote  9  is  for  guns,  and  that 
obviously  is  the  place  where  everybody 
will  expect  the  discussion  to  come. 

♦Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  said  he 
should  be  the  last  person  to  attempt  to 
draw  the  discussion  out  of  the  channel 
in  which  it  should  properly  flow,  but  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could  give 
them  any  information  he  would  relieve 
the  very  considerable  apprehension 
which  existed  in  the  minds  of  many 
hon.  Members  in  regard  to  this  topic. 
It  would  also  be  very  interesting  if  the 
Secretary    of    State     for    War     could, 

Mr9  Winston  Churchill 


without  entering  into  any  details,  let 
them  know  what  he  proposed  to  do 
with  regard  to  the  Intelligence  De 
partment.  If  those  matters  had  not 
the  same  relative  importance  as  they 
had  at  the  beginning  of  the  session, 
it  was  because  they  had  been  over- 
shadowed by  the  introduction  of  other 
graver  subjects,  and  expelled  by  the 
forebodings  of  change  which  pervaded 
the  political  arena.  The  matters  ht- 
had  mentioned  vitally  affected  not  only 
!  the  efficiency  of  the  Army  but  the 
I  safety  of  the  country,  and  he  was  sure 
his  hon.  friend  would  endeavour  to  da 
his  best,  and  give  them  as  much  in- 
*  formation  as  he  possibly  could. 

!     ♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  said  the  hon. 

;  Member  for  Oldham  had  put  some  most 

necessary    questions,  to    which  it   was 

;  essential  that  they  should  have  answers 

!  in   the  course   of   this  debate.      Many 

i  hon.   Members    would   be    disposed  to 

agree   with    him     in     regretting    that 

his     hon.     friend     who     opened    this 

debate  should  have  taken  as  his  example 

the  appointment  with  regard  to  musketry 

instruction  of  Sir  Ian  Hamilton,  whose 

1  interest  in  the  subject  was  beyond  dispute, 

|  in  fact  he  was  a  man  who  had  through- 

;  out   his    career  given   more    time    and 

;  thought  to  that  problem  than  any  other 

man  in  Europe. 

Mr.  PIRIB  dissented. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  said  that  if 
his  hon.  and  gallant  friend  had  attacked 
the  political  speeches  of  Sir  Ian 
Hamilton  he  might  have  had  something 
to  say  for  himself,  but  if  his  attack  was 
on  his  appointment  to  his  present  post 
that  was  a  mistake,  if  he  would  allow  him 
to  say  so.  With  regard  to  Sir  William 
Nicholson  there  was  one  fact  which  was 
not  mentioned  by  the  Secretary,  of  State, 
and  which  was  material  to  his  present 
appointment,  and  that  was  that  he  held 
the  same  position  n  India.  He  was 
secretary  of  the  Mobilisation  Commission 
in  India,  and  anvone  who  knew  the  work 
done  there  would  know  that  Sir  William 
Nicholson  had  transcendent  qualifications 
for  the  post  he  now  occupied.  He  was 
glad  that  the  hon.  Member  had  moved  a 
reduction  of  the  salary  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  and  he  should  support  him  if 
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he  went  to  a  division.  His  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Oldham  had  asked  a  number 
of  questions  in  regard  to  recruiting,  and  he 
had  raised  in  brief  form  reminiscences  of 
those  interesting  discussions  which  they 
had  earlier  in  the  present  year.  The 
hon.  Member  had  truly  said  that  events 
had  occurred  which  had  distracted  the 
immediate  attention  of  the  country  from 
Army  questions.  If  there  was  anyone 
pleased  at  the  raising  of  financial  issues 
it  was  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
for  the  Colonial  Secretary  was  a  light- 
ning conductor  for  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. It  was  probable,  therefore,  that 
hon.  Members  who  were  now  discussing 
Army  questions  would  not  receive  the 
general  support  in  the  country  which 
they  might  have  expected  had  these 
other  questions  not  been  raised. 

They  wanted  to  put  some  definite 
questions  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
They  wanted  to  know  both  the  condition 
of  recruiting  and  also  the  bearing  of  the 
present  position  of  recruiting  upon  the 
condition  of  his  Army  Corps  as  shown 
by  the  figures  laid  before  the  House  a 
few  months  ago.  He  should  not  like  to 
make  himself  responsible  for  the  criticism 
on  the  recent  Aldershot  review,  and  on 
the  field  state  of  the  troops  which  took 
part  in  the  review.  But  he  thought  the 
Committee  would  expect  to  have  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  some  account  of 
t  he  reasons  which  led  to  certain  battalions 
having  to  leave  so  large  a  proportion  of 
their  men  off  the  field  and  outside  the 
review.  He  should  also  like  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  not  only  with  regard 
to  the  number  of  recruits  but  also  what 
were  the  medical  reports  as  to  the 
ability  of  the  recruits  to  stand  the  strain 
of  the  work  in  the  first  few  months — 
work  which  though  hard  was  very  light 
compared  with  that  which  recruits  did 
in  Germany  and  France— and  under 
which  a  terrible  proportion  of  the  troops 
were  breaking  down.  He  should  like  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  tell  the  Committee 
something  in  regard  to  the  problem  pre- 
sented with  regard  to  the  food  of  the 
men-  His  own  belief  was  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  have  to  increase 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  food  of 
the  recruits,  and  that  the  principle 
which  was  laid  down  in  regard  to  the 
food  of  recruits  for  the  Navy — which 
was  more  considerable  than  the  food  of 


the  Army  and  which  was  for  that  reason 
less  requisite  in  the  case  of  the  Navy — 
would  have  to  be  applied  to  the  Army.  It 
was  this — 

"  The  ration  should  be  sufficient  iu  itself  to 
satisfy  all  reasonable  requirements  of  the  men 
and  to  maintain  them  in  a  fit  state  of  health." 

They  had  not  reached  that  point  and  he 
thought  it  had  a  greater  bearing  on  the 
recruiting  problem  than  the  question  of 
pay.  The  second  question  asked  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Oldham  had  reference 
to  re  engagements.  He  wished  to  know 
whether  it  was  possible  to  give  the 
Committee  any  information  on  that 
>int.  It  was  not  at  the  end  of  three 
»ut  at  the  end  of  two  years  that  the 
men  had  to  make  their  choice,  and  he 
should  have  thought  that  the  Inspector- 
General  would  have  been  able  to  tell  the 
Secretary  of  State  as  to  the  re- 
engagements.  Moreover,  there  was 
a  pretty  large  number  of  three-year^ 
men  before  the  new  scheme  was 
brought  into  force.  He  thought  their 
experience  of  the  present  rate  of  re- 
enlistment  of  three-years'  men  would 
have  an  important  bearing  on  the 
question  of  re  engagements,  in  regard  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham  had 
asked  for  information.  He  was  glad  to 
find  a  less  determined  tone  on  the  part 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham  in  favour 
of  the  Army  Corps  in  South  Africa  than 
he  had  noticed  in  his  suggestion  some 
months  ago. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  was 
understood  to  demur. 

*Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  said  the 
Committee  had  undoubtedly  never  been 
in  possession  of  the  facts  which  were 
really  necessary  to  enable  them  to  make 
up  their  minds  on  the  questions  which 
were  put  by  his  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Bristol  as  to  cost,  which  had  assumed 
such  prominence  in  the  remarks  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Oldham.  He  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  whether  they  might 
consider  that  he  had  not  changed  his 
position.  If  no  change  was  to  be  put 
forward  before  February  or  March  next 
year  it  was  unnecessary  to  discuss  the 
matter  now,  but  if  there  was  the 
slightest  chance  of  the  Army  being 
organised  on  new  lines  the  Committee 
ought  to  have  it  threshed  out,  and  they 
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ought  to  know  the  arguments  for  and 
against  the  scheme.  As  long  as  the 
Government  needed  30,000  troops  in 
South  Africa  and  intended  to  reduce 
them  to  15,000  that  was  no  change. 
That  was  the  intention  expressed  in  the 
House  last  year,  and  again  this  year, 
but  when  the  Government  make  up  its 
mind  that  a  single  man  was  to  be  kept 
in  South  Africa  beyond  the  necessities 
of  South  Africa  that  was  a  change.  If 
there  was  a  change  it  ought  to  be  very 
fully  explained  to  the  House  and  debated 
by  the  House.  He  did  not  know  whether 
this  was  a  matter  that  had  been  settled, 
or  whether  it  was  the  subject  of  inquiry 
by  the  Government.  The  Prime  Minister, 
three  months  ago,  undoubtedly  led  the 
House  to  believe  that  the  matter  was 
under  inquiry  by  the  Government,  and  he 
promised  a  statement  upon  it.  When  they 
asked  when  they  would  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  it  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  this  Vote  would  give  such 
an  opportunity.  They  were,  therefore, 
thoroughly  justified  in  asking  if  any  change 
was  to  be  made  before  March  next.  If  so 
the  Committee  should  be  told.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Oldham  asked  definite  ques- 
tions as  to  the  cost  which  would  be  in- 
volved by  keeping  an  additional  number 
of  men  in  South  Africa  beyond  the  needs 
of  South  Africa.  On  the  question  of  cost 
the  Secretary  of  State  seemed  to  have 
changed  his  figures  during  the  last  few 
months.  *When  the  right  hon  Gentleman 
was  asked  on  10th  of  March  as  to  the 
additional  cost  of  keeping  men  in  South 
Africa  he  said  that  it  was  from  £20  to 
£25  per  man.  But  the  other  day  when 
he  was  asked  a  similiar  question  he  said 
that  30,000  were  kept  there  at  present 
but  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  reduce  the  permanent 
garrison  to  15,000.  The  other  day  the 
Secretary  of  State  was  asked  as  to  the 
additional  charge  for  keeping  troops  in 
South  Africa  and  he  said  the  extra  cost 
at  the  present  time  was  £45,000  per 
week.  That  appeared  to  him  to  work 
out  a  wholly  different  figure  and  make 
the  additional  cost  far  greater. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Let  me  say  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  I  en- 
deavoured to  give  some  idea  what  the 
permanent  cost  would  be  for  keeping 
troops  in  South  Africa,  but  that  is  corn- 
er Charles  Dilke. 


plicated  by  the   very  large  amount  for 
transport. 

*Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  said  those 
figures  would  give  a  total  of  £2,340,000, 
and  it  was  an  enormous  sum  for  30,000 
men.  The  Secretary  of  State  had  ex- 
plained that  the  discrepancy  could  be 
explained  by  the  cost  of  transport  He 
wished  to  point  out  the  enormous  im- 
portance of  the  question  of  transport. 
The  South  African  troops  were  to  be 
short  service  troops — three  years  men. 
Raw  recruits  were  to  be  sent  out.  The 
question  of  transport  would  therefore 
assume  a  very  serious  aspect.  India  had 
complained  that  she  had  to  pay  a  great 
deal  for  transport,  but  what  would  it  be 
in  the  case  of  South  Africa  if  they  had 
three  years'  service  men  ?  This  question 
of  transport  bore  on  every  other  question 
involved.  They  had  been  told  that  it 
would  be  possible  to  make  the  change 
with  advantage  to  India  because  troops 
would  be  more  easily  sent  from  South 
Africa  than  from  home.  If  they  were 
three  years'  service  men  they  could  not 
be  sent  to  India  as  organised  units. 
Before  being  sent  they  would  have  to 
receive  their  reserves  from  home.  He 
could  not  help  thinking  that  the  scheme 
had  not  been  thought  out,  and  he  was 
sure  the  Committee  would  be  greatly 
interested  in  hearing  what  the  Secretary 
of  State  had  to  tell  them  about  it.  His 
hon.  friend  the  Memberfor  Bristol  had  ad- 
mitted that  up  to  a  certain  point  South 
Africa  would  be  an  excellent  training 
ground  for  troops.  Undoubtedly,  but 
there  was  one  point  which  was  never 
sufficiently  lemembered  in  this  connec- 
tion. It  was  that  long  before  the  South 
African  war  complaints  were  madj 
again  and  again  on  the  Medical  Vote 
of  the  enormous  amount  of  typhoid 
fever  in  South  Africa,  and  if  our  young 
troops  would  be  subject  to  typhoid  attacks 
that  would  be  a  great  drawback  to  the 
country  as  a  training  ground.  What- 
ever proposal  the  Government  had  to 
make  on  this  point,  they  must  deal  with 
the  question  of  length  of  service,  the 
question  of  reserves,  and  the  popularity 
of  service  in  South  Africa.  They  must 
tell  the  House  whether  there  was  any 
proposal  in  connection  with  India  reliefs 
to  accompany  any  proposal  in  regard  to 
South  Africa.     A  year  and  four  months 
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ago  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  was 
asked  whether  he  had  the  consent  of 
the  Government  of  India  to  the  charges 
then  made,  or  whether  the  Government 
of  India  had  been  consulted  about,  the 
changes  in  recruiting,  and  they  elicited 
the  fact  that  the  Government  of  India 
had  not  been  consulted,  and  that  the 
Government  of  India  had  protested. 
But  the  papers  showing  the  vehement 
nature  of  there  protests  had  been  kept 
back  from  the  House  for  a  year  and 
more.  These  papers  showed  an  over- 
whelming case  against  the  Secretary  for 
War  and  the  Cabinet.  When  hon. 
Members  on  that  side  of  the  House  used 
the  word  "  regret,"  they  were  told  that 
they  were  moving  a  vote  of  censure  on 
the  Government.  The  Government  of 
India  had,  therefore,  passed  a  vote  of 
censure  on  the  Secretary  for  War  and 
the  home  Government,  because  the 
Viceroy  telegraphed  to  the  Secretary  for 
India  on  8th  March,  1902— 

"We  desire  respectfully  to  express  our 
regret  that  the  Government  of  India  were  not 
given  an  opportunity  of  stating  their  views 
before  decision  was  arrived  at,  and  that  we 
received  no  official  intimation  until  it  was  on 
the  eve  of  being  announced  to  Parliament." 

!  he  Secretary  for  India  himself  took  up 
the  protest  of  the  Government  of  India, 
and  on  22nd  April,  1902,  he  used  these 
words  in  a  letter  from  the  India  Office 
to  the  War  Office— 

"  Lord   George    Hamilton  .  .  .  shares    the  j 
regret  of  the  Government  of  India  that  it  was  i 
not  found  possible  to  adopt  a  procedure  under  I 
which  both    the    Council  of  India  and    the  | 
Government  of  India  might  have  been  afforded 
time  and  facilities  for  investigating  and  dis- 
cussing, from  the  Indian   point  of  view,   the 
effects  of  the  new  system  of  recruiting. " 

In  fact,  the  Secretary  for  India  had  made 
out  an  overwhelming  case  against  his  col- 
league the  Secretary  for  War  and  the 
whole  Cabinet,  and  it  was  curious  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should  have 
dissociated  himself  from  the  action  of 
the  Secretary  for  War  and  adopted  the 
view  of  the  Indian  Government.  He 
was  not  going  to  discuss  the  opinion  of 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice  on  the  point. 
That  would  be  raised  on  the  Indian 
Budget ;  but  personally  he  did  not  differ 
from  it.  What  he  blamed  the  Secretary 
for  War  for  was,  that  the  right  hon 
Gentleman  had  placed  the  Government 
of  India  in  that  position. 

He    wished     to    endorse    what    had 
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been  said  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Oldham  in  regard  to  certain  points  on 
which  we  were  behind  every  other 
nation  in  the  world  in  spite  of  the 
enormous  expenditure  on  the  British 
Army.  It  was  impossible  to  stand  up 
against  the  Secretary  for  War  when 
he  said  that  he  could  not  make  certain 
changes  on  account  of  their  cost.  But 
there  were  a  number  of  changes  which 
the  poorest  countries  in  the  world  were 
able  to  make,  but  which  we  could  not 
make  on  account  of  their  cost.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Oldham  had  given  two 
instances.  The  first  was  that  the  War 
Office  were  continuing  the  practice  of 
drawing  on  the  line  batcalions  for  the 
mounted  infantry  instead  of  creating  a 
separate  corps  of  mounted  infantry.  He 
could  not  conceive  of  any  sane  man 
depending  on  obtaining  an  effective 
body  of  mounted  infantry  under  the 
present  system,  which  was  rotten.  Then 
the  supply  of  horses  and  mules  for 
transport  had  never  been  sufficient. 
Again,  it  was  said  that  the  adoption  of 
quick-firing  guns  could  not  be  carried 
out  on  the  ground  of  cost.  He  would 
observe  the  ruling  of  the  Chairman  on 
this  question  of  guns,  but  their  attack 
was  on  the  Secretary  for  War  and  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office. 
Years  ago  they  pressed  the  predecessor 
of  the  present  Financial  Secretary  on 
this  point.  They  showed  him  that  our 
guns  were  antiquated  even  long  before 
the  war,  and  the  answer  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  almost  exactly  word 
for  word  that  of  the  present  Financial 
Secretary.  Since  that  time  the  two  last 
great  Powers  to  adopt  quick-firing  guns 
were  the  United  States  and  Kussia. 
Long  years  ago,  Switzerland,  one  of  the 
smallest  and  most  economical  of  States  in 
Europe,  had  adopted  them,  and  ages  ago 
they  had  been  adopted  in  France  and 
Germany.  Yet  nothing  had  been  done 
by  this  country.  He  would  not  deal 
with  the  technical  points  that  there 
had  been  no  real  conversion  of  our  guns 
into  quick-firing  guns.  There  had  only 
been  an  alteration  of  the  breach  arrange- 
ment from  one  side  of  the  gun  to  the 
other,  while  the  spade  attachment  did 
not  make  the  gun  into  a  quick-firing 
gun.  We  were  now  behind  every  other 
nation  in  the  world.  The  difference  was 
such  that  a  battery  of  six  of  our  guns 
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was  only  equivalent  to  one  gun  employed 
by  the  other  nations.  That  was  given  on 
the  authority  of  an  eminent  United 
States  officer.  He  believed  that  we  must 
save  money  on  the  Army  expenditure, 
and  that  that  must  be  done  next  year. 
That  could  only  be  done  by  the  changes 
pointed  out  so  well  by  the  hon.  Member 
opposite.  It  would  be  more  necessary 
for  the  Secretary  for  War  to  make  these 
savings  on  a  large  scale,  because  it  was 
necessary  to  make  these  changes  in  our 
guns.  So  long  as  the  Secretary  for  War 
and  his  advisers  clung  to  the  linked- 
l>attalion  system  he  would  not  be  able  to 
show  the  saving  on  expenditure  which 
the  House  would  insist  upon.  If  the  Secre- 
tary for  War  had  moved .  within  the  last 
four  months  to  replace  the  linked-battalion 
system,  and  that  of  small,  ill-drilled 
depots  by  large  depdts,  there  might  have 
been  some  hope  for  him  and  for  the 
country,  but  if  he  stuck  to  the  old 
system  it  was  impossible  to  imagine 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could 
show  that  economy  by  which  he  could 
expect  to  get  Estimates  through  the 
House. 


Mil.  BRODRICK  said  that  the  House 
would  sympathise  with  him  in  attempting, 
within  a  reasonable  compass,  to  make  a 
reply.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
appealed  to  him  to  do  something  to  save 
himself,  but  if,  in  the  past,  he  had  done 
many  things  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  asked  him  to  do  he  should  not 
have  escaped  shipwreck.  He  had  fought 
many  questions  against  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  from  that  side  of  the  House, 
and  he  was  bound  to  say  that  year  after 
year  he  returned  to  the  charge  with  un- 
erring pertinacity,  and  made  the  same 
discarded  suggestions.  But  although  he 
hoped  he  had  not  been  impervious  to  one  of 
his  suggestions — viz.,  that  of  short  service, 
he  had  not  seen  in  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's speech  a  tone  of  absolute  certainty 
even  as  to  the  result  of  that  operation. 
And,  indeed,  he  thought  he  was  more  con- 
fident about  it  than  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. Many  subjects  had  been  discussed 
that  afternoon,  because  it  was  said  for  three 
months  they  had  enjoyed  immunity  from 
criticism  in  consequence  of  the  discussion 
of  the  great  new  scheme  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary.  He  admitted  that  the  Secre- 
tary for  the  Colonies  had  added  that  to 
the  numerous  other  services  for  which 
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the  country  was  indebted  to  him ;  he 
had  redeemed  them  from  the  folly  and 
absurdity  for  which  every  nation  in 
Europe  was  laughing  at  us.  As  a  dis- 
tinguished German  statesman  a  few  days 
ago  said — 

"  Our  nation  took  fifteen  years  to  remodel 
our  Army,  and  yuur  Army  has  been  torn  (o 
pieces  over  a  scheme  which  has  been  only 
fifteen  months  under  trial." 

He  thought  they  should  be  able  to  show- 
that  this  breathing  space  had  been  turned 
to  some  account.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Oldham  asked  some  questions  as  to  how 
recruiting  was  going  on  during  this 
period,  and  he  was  sure  the  Committee 
would  watch  with  great  interest  how 
recruiting  was  going  on,  and  what  the 
position  was  in  regard  to  it.  They  were 
in  a  very  special  position  in  regard  to 
recruiting  in  the  present  year.  In  the 
firbt  place,  they  had  the  Army,  for  the 
first  time,  quite  full,  and,  in  fact,  over- 
flowing. In  March  last,  when  they  had 
to  demobilise  after  the  war,  they  found 
the  cavalry  5,000  to  6,000  above  strength, 
and  the  field  and  horse  artillery  3,500 
above  strength — a  position  in  which  this 
country  had  never  been  before.  That 
necessitated  their  practically  closing 
recruiting  for  the  cavalry  and  the  other 
mounted  arms.  They  had  also  raised 
the  standard  all  round  except  for  the 
infantry  of  the  line,  in  respect  of  which 
they  had  taken  no"  specials."  That  was 
a  very  large  general  change ;  but,  in 
addition  to  that,  a  considerable  change 
had  also  been  made  in  requiring  and 
demanding  characters  from  the  men.  The 
first  effect  of  that  change  was  to  cause 
men  who  had  the  slightest  doubt  about 
their  character  not  to  present  themselves, 
and  he  was  not  at  all  certain  that  some  of 
those  who  refrained  would  have  been  very 
eligible  recruits,  because  it  was  almost  im- 
possible to  interpret  a  regulation  of  that  6ort 
in  too  strict  a  mariner.  But  the  net  result 
had  been  that  they  had  not  only  been 
raising  their  standard  and  diminishing  the 
attractions  in  the  shape  of  bounties  but 
the  Committee  would  readily  see  that 
the  raising  of  the  standard  in  itself  shut 
out  from  the  Army  a  great  deal  which 
they  had  a  right  to  expect.  On  the 
other  hand  the  men  growing  up  would 
be  available  next  year.  The  net  result 
was  not  altogether  unsatisfactory. 
The  number  of  recruits  taken  for  the 
infantrv  of  the  line  from  the  1st  January 
to  the  1st  July,  1902  was  11,121.     This 
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year  the  number  was  13,023;  therefore 
there  was  a  gain  on  the  infantry  of  the  line 
of  about  2,000.  On  the  cavalry  of  the  line 
there  was  a  loss  of  about  3,000.  The 
total  number  of  recruits  from  the  1st 
January  to  the  4th  July,  1902,  was 
23,500,  which  was  the  best  year  they 
ever  had ;  and  the  number  taken  this 
year  was  20,500.  Therefore,  while  there 
was  a  gain  on  the  infantry  of  the  line  of 
2,000,  there  was  a  loss  of  3,000  on  the 
whole. 

Mb.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL :  Was 
that  for  the  half  year  or  the  whole  year  ? 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  For  the  half  year. 
The  recruits  taken  during  the  same 
period  for  the  horse  and  field  artillery 
were  in  1901,  12,482,  in  1902, 
9,600;  and,  owing  to  the  changes 
he  had  mentioned,  only  7,100  this 
year.  It  was  too  early  to  draw  any 
lessons  from  these  figures,  but  he  did 
not  think  there  was  anything  in 
them  to  cause  apprehension.  If 
they  were  to  take  no  "specials,"  and 
were  to  insist  upon  character,  there  would 
be  a  decrease  of  wastage.  In  addition  to 
that,  they  knew  that  of  every  100 
men  who  came  to  a  station  and  asked  to 
go  into  the  cavalry  sixty  or  seventy 
walked  away  at  once  when  they  were 
told  the  cavalry  was  not  open.  There- 
fore they  might  assume  that  when  they 
again  opened  the  cavalry  they  would 
have  a  considerable  addition  fco  the  nura- 
be*r  of  recruits.  In  any  case  they  were 
committed  to  the  experiment,  and  cer- 
tainly so  far  the  class  of  recruits  they  had 
taken  had  given  every  satisfaction. 
General  French  had  told  him  the  other 
day  that  he  was  highly  satisfied  with  the 
recruits  recently  received  at  Aldershot, 
the  Commander  -  in  -  Chief  spoke  very 
highly  the  other  day  of  the  recruits  at 
Colchester,  and  he  had  had  similar  reports 
from  other  stations.  It  was  absurd  to 
throw  stones  at  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
\V  ar  because  recruits  would  not  come  in 
voluntarily  at  a  time  when  trade  happened 
to  be  brisk.  They  had  no  reason  to 
entertain  serious  apprehension  in  this 
respect. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  said 
nobody  blamed  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
because  recruits  did  not  come  in.  Criti- 
cism had  been  directed  to  the  fact  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  formulated 


a  scheme  which  required  a  great  many 
more  recruits  than  could  be  supplied 
annually. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  said  he  was  not  re- 
ferring to  his  hon.  friend,  but  to  the  fact 
that  he  constantly  saw  the  smallest  class 
of  "specials"  called  after  his  name.  This 
was  a  curious  phenomenon,  because  on  no 
occasion  in  the  last  seventeen  years  had 
he  ever  voted  for  having  "  specials,"  or 
been  willing  to  decrease  the  standard. 
On  the  contrary,  he  had  raised  the 
standard.  With  regard  to  the  Aldershot 
review,  it  had  been  suggested  that  regi- 
ments were  either  very  short  in  numbers 
or  were  not  on  parade  at  all.  That  was 
perfectly  true.  The  review  had  been 
erroneously  called  a  review  of  the  1st 
Army  Corps.  It  could  not  be  that,  be- 
cause a  large  number  of  the  troops  of  the 
1st  Army  Corps  had  only  just  come  home 
from  South  Africa. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  asked 
where  was  the  3rd  Division. 

Mr  BRODRICK  said  four  regiments 
of  the  5th  brigade  had  been  home  under 
two  months,  or  just  over  that.  A  very 
large  number  of  the  men  were  on  fur- 
lough, and  to  bring  them  back  for  the 
sake  of  a  parade  would  have  been  very 
hard.  That  brigade  was  3,320  men  strong,, 
and  he  thought  it  would  be  admitted  that 
it  was  a  very  fine  brigade.  Then  two 
brigades  of  artillery,  one  of  which  be- 
longed to  that  division,  were  practising  at 
Okehampton,  and  it  would  have  been  un- 
desirable to  bring  them  back  from  the 
ordinary  practice  of  the  year  simply  for 
a  parade.  The  14th  Hussars  returned 
recently  from  South  Africa,  and  were 
utilised  for  keeping  the  approaches  to  the 
ground  and  for  escort  duties,  and  1,800 meni 
were  employed  in  keeping  the  ground.  He 
admitted  that  some  of  the  Line  battalions 
were  short  in  numbers ;  but  the  pressure 
on  the  Lines  had  been  enormouse  in  the 
last  few  years,  and  it  must  be  remembered 
that  of  the  Line  battalions  sixteen  had 
been  formed  in  the  last  four  years.  One  of 
the  battalions  in  which  there  was  a  short- 
age of  men  was  that  of  the  Manchester 
regiment.  If  the  expectations  of  the 
military  authorities  as  to  the  possibility 
of  maintaining  the  3rd  and  4th  battalions 
of  this  regiment  were  disappointing,  they 
would  have  to  consider  the  position  of 
this  regiment.     For  the  moment,  as  two* 
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of  the  battalions  had  been  on  active 
service  and  the  remaining  two  had  only 
just  been  raised,  they  had  to  face  a 
shortage  in  some  of  these  battalions.  He 
would  go  carefully  into  the  position  with 
regard  to  the  3rd  and  4th  battalions 
•before  the  next  Estimates.  A  very 
important  point  had  been  raised  with 
regard  to  the  artillery,  and  he  hoped  he 
might  be  allowed  to  say  a  word  on  the 
question  of  policy.  The  right  hon. 
Member  for  Forest  of  Dean  spoke  ex- 
tremely strongly  about  the  present 
artillery,  and  there  was,  he  knew,  a 
general  desire  in  the  House  to  hear  that 
the  Government  had  adopted  a  new  and 
better  gun,  a  more  powerful  gun,  and  a 
more  quick-firing  gun. 

Major  SEELY  (Isle  of  Wight) :  A 
quick-firing  gun. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  said  the  eighteen 
batteries  that  they  had  could  not  be 
described  otherwise  than  as  quick-firing. 

Major  SEELY  said  the  quick-firing 
guns  were  an  infinitesimal  proportion  of 
the  whole. 
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Mr.  BRODRICK  said  they  had  108 
quick-firing  guns  which  they  could  not 
leave  out  of  sight  altogether.  He 
only  wanted  to  be  perfectly  fair.  There 
was  no  Member  of  that  House  who  had 
given  the  time  to  this  question  which  it 
was  his  duty  to  give.  From  the  moment 
he  went  to  the  War  Office  in  1900  he 
exercised  his  influence,  so  far  as  a  civilian 
could,  and  applied  himself  to  this  question. 
He  saw  Lord  Roberts  on  the  subject  on 
the  very  day  he  arrived  from  South 
Africa  and  asked  him  to  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee and  to  take  whatsoever  steps  he 
thought  best  immediately  to  obtain  a 
gun  that  would  be  more  suitable.  With 
that  view,  before  anything  had  been  done, 
he  took  a  sum  in  the  Estimates  of  that 
year.  On  January  23,  1901,  a  few  days 
after  Lord  Roberts  came  home,  a  special 
committee,  composed  of  artillery  officers 
who  had  commanded  brigades  and 
batteries  during  the  Boer  War,  was  formed 
under  the  presidency  of  Major-General 
Sir  George  Marshall,  who  commanded 
the  artillery,  to  consider  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  bringing  our  horse  and  field 
artillery  equipment  up  to  date.  On 
May   8   of    that    year    the    Committee 
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rendered  their  first  Report,  specifying  the 
conditions  as  to  increased  range  and 
weight  and  the  nature  of  the  ammunition 
which  they  would  recommend.  The 
details  were  referred  back  to  the  Com- 
mittee, and  on  receiving  their  Report  the 
War  Office  at  once  communicated  with 
Messrs.  Armstrong,  Messrs.  Vickers, 
Messrs.  Hotchkiss,  and  the  ordnance 
factories,  and  invited  them  to  submit 
designs  of  guns  and  howitzers  which 
would  fulfil  the  conditions  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee.  At  a  later 
date  another  firm  asked  to  be  allowed  to 
submit  designs,  and  they  were  supplied 
with  a  copy  of  the  conditions.  One  of 
the  firms  asked  to  compete  declined  to 
send  in  any  designs,  but  in  October  of 
that  year  designs  were  received  from 
Messrs.  Armstrong,  Messrs.  Vickers,  and 
the  ordnance  factories.  There  were 
numerous  details  which  had  to  be  dis- 
cussed, and  at  the  earliest  moment  after 
the  settlement  of  the  details  each  firm 
was  asked  to  submit  specimens.  These 
specimens  of  guns  were  not  delivered 
until  August  or  September  of  last  year. 
In  the  interval  he  repeatedly  called  the 
attention  of  the  military  authorities 
responsible,  and  also  of  the  manu- 
facturers, to  the  desirability  of  pressing 
i  forward  the  production  of  these  guns. 
The  guns  were  tried  last  year  at  Shoe- 
1  buryness,  and  later  on  they  were  all 
1  tested  at  Okehampton,  when  Lord 
•'  Roberts  went  down  to  see  the  results. 
\  These  results  were  highly  satisfactory, 
,  but  there  were  again  details    which  re- 

2uired  adjustment.  The  moment  those 
etails  were  adjusted  they  gave  an  order 
to  Messrs.  Armstrong  and  Messrs. 
Vickers  for  four  complete  batteries  of 
quick-firing  guns  for  both  the  horse 
artillery  and  the  field  artillery.  He 
had  pressed  by  every  means  in  his  power 
for  the  production  of  these  guns,  and 
they  were  promised  that  they  should 
have  these  batteries  in  August.  When 
they  were  received  they  would  be  tested 
at  once,  and  as  soon  as  possible  a  decision 
would  be  given  in  regard  to  them.  He 
knew  that  two  years  and  a  half  seemed 
an  enormous  time  to  take.  It  was 
difficult  to  expedite  the  designing  and 
manufacture  of  these  guns,  and  to  press 
the  military  authorities  to  come  to  a 
decision  which  would  cost  the  country 
from  £2,000,000  to  £4,000,000,  when 
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they  were  not  satisfied  that  they  had  got 
the  best  available  weapon.  If  they  got, 
as  they  believed  they  had  got,  substan- 
tially a  good  gun — a  heavier  gun  than 
those  at  present  in  use,  a  far  quicker 
firing  gun  for  the  field  artillery,  and  a 
better  gun  in  all  respects  for  the  horse 
artillery— he  would  take  care  to  sweep 
away  any  minor  difficulties  and  get  to 
work  as  soon  as  they  could. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  asked  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could  say 
what  the  then  Financial  Secretary  meant 
in  June,  1899,  when  he  said  experiments 
were  being  conducted  at  that  time  with 
a  view  to  the  introduction  of  quick-firing 
guns. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  asked 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could 
say  when  he  expected  that  these  four 
specimen  batteries  would  be  ready,  and 
when  he  expected  that  the  re-armament 
of  the  artillery  would  be  begun  and 
completed. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  said  he  was  chary  of 
giving  figures.  As  soon  as  the  designs 
were  settled  he  would  endeavour  to  get 
a  contract.  When  he  had  got  a  contract 
he  would  know  approximately  when  the 
re-armament  would  be  completed.  The 
hon.  Member  might  rest  assured  that 
the  brigades  which  required  the  guns 
earliest  would  have  them.  With  regard 
to  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  question,  he 
was  not  at  the  War  Office  in  June,  1899, 
and  did  not  know  what  the  then  Finan- 
cial Secretary  had  in  his  mind  at  the 
moment.  He  wished  to  say  a  word 
about  the  Intelligence  Department.  At 
the  beginning  of  this  year  General 
Nicholson  had  at  his  disposal  twenty- 
eight  officers.  They  had  gone  most 
carefully  into  the  additional  work  he  had 
to  do.  They  had  applied  to  the  Treasury, 
and  ten  additional  officers  had  been 
selected  for  this  work.  He  had  every 
reason  to  believe  that  General  Nicholson 
was  perfectly  satisfied  that  this  provision 
would  enable  him  to  carry  out  his  duties. 
The  hon.  Member  opposite  asked  him 
for  some  account  of  the  probable  position  in 
Somaliland,  and  referred  a  little  disparag- 
ingly, he  thought,  to  what  he  considered 
the  failure  of  the  optimistic  statements 
he  had  made  with  regard  to  that   cam- 


paign. He  thought  the  hon.  Member 
did  him  scant  justice  in  that  respect. 
His  optimism  consisted,  first,  in  telling 
the  House  that  it  was  impossible  for  the 
military  authorities,  in  initiating  an 
expedition  by  a  small  force  in  that  vast 
country,  to  undertake  that  we  should 
capture  the  Mullah ;  that  all  they  could 
say  was  that  there  was  a  most  certain 
way  of  crippling  his  resources  on  the  one 
hand,  and  of  driving  him  from  his 
position,  in  which  he  threatened  both  our 
sphere  and  the  Italian  sphere,  on  the 
other.  And,  so  far  as  the  campaign 
proceeded,  he  represented  that  it  had 
carried  out  the  intentions  of  those  who 
advised  them  to  undertake  it.  General 
Manning,  by  his  advance,  first  drove  the 
Mullah  from  the  position  in  which  he  had 
been  dwelling  in  perfect  security  and 
raiding  the  native  tribes,  and  then  drove 
him  right  into  Abyssinian  territory. 
The  Abyssinians,  so  far  as  they  could 
judge — for  in  all  those  questions  they  had 
to  depend  to  some  extent  on  native  in- 
formation checked  by  their  own  officers — 
on  two  separate  occasions  gave  the 
Mullah  a  very  serious  blow.  The 
Mullah,  he  thought,  lost  over  1,000  men 
in  each  fight.  The  effect  was  to  drive 
him,  with  greatly  reduced  forces  and 
means  of  subsistence,  right  across  our 
line  of  march  to  the  position  he  now 
occupied  in  the  north-east  of  Somaliland. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE:  In  our 
territory. 


Mr.  BRODRICK  said  he  might  men- 
tion, as  corroboration  of  the  view  that 
the  Mullah  had  had  a  serious  blow,  that 
since  he  was  driven  right  along  our  line 
of  communications  he  had  made  no  effort 
at  attack  on  any  one  of  our  posts,  or  on 
any  one  of  the  forces  passing  to  and  fro. 
General  Egerton  was  now  in  touch  with 
General  Manning,  and  they  had  every 
reason  to  believe  that  with  the  reinforce- 
ments he  could  command,  and  the  in- 
creased transport  that  had  arrived,  he 
would  be  able  to  strike  a  fair  blow  at  the 
Mullah  in  an  improved  position.  He 
could  not,  of  course,  go  into  the 
details  of  what  it  was  intended  to  do, 
though,  as  he  said  before,  it  was  not 
proposed  to  undertake  enterprises  in- 
volving a  vast  expedition  or  great  ex- 
pense. But  the  necessary  reinforcements 
had  been  ordered,  and,  to  a  large  extent, 
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had  arrived,  and  in  General  Egerton  | 
they  had  a  commander  in  whom  they  I 
had  the  fullest  confidence  to  carry  out,  I 
with  the  larger  force,  whatever  steps  I 
might  be  necessary. 

He  passed  from  that  to  the  main  ques- 1 
tion  on  which  the  interest  of  the  Committee  I 
was  centred,  with  regard  to  South  Africa.  I 
The  force  in  South  Africa,  which  stood  I 
at  this  period  last  year  at  about  230,000  I 
men,  had  been  reduced  to  32,000  or  I 
-33,000  men  at  the  present  date.  They  I 
had  had  to  undertake  the  building  of  I 
huts  for  a  large  number  of  these  men  I 
who  had  been  under  canvas  for  three  I 
years,  and  whom,  for  their  comfort  and  I 
health,  it  was  desirable  to  get  into  per- ' 
manent  buildings  as  soon  as  possible. 
But,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 

¥>inted    out,    the    First    Lord    of    the 
reasury  indicated  some  time  ago  that 
they  would  be  prepared  to  make  a  general 
.statement    of    the    position   as    it  now 
presented  itself  to  them,  and,  in  doing  so,  I 
they  had  taken  care  to  obtain  the  best] 
advice  from  South  Africa.     The  Cabinet  | 
had  considered  what    force   they  were 
prepared   to  keep    there.      There   were 
two  standpoints  from  which  they  had  to 
investigate  the  question.     The  first  was 
the  Colonial  standpoint  —what  was  neces- 
sary in   the   interests   of   South  Africa. 
The  s?cond  was  the  Imperial  standpoint  I 
— what  was  necessary  in  the  interests  of  I 
the     Empire    at    large.     It    had  been  I 
urged,  rather  unduly  he  thought,   that  I 
in  the    schemes    which  had    been  put  I 
before  the  House  for  an  increase  of  the 
Army,    but    little  attention    had   been  I 
paid  to  naval   and  Imperial  considera- 1 
tions.     He    did    not    think    that    was 
altogether  correct.     At   all  events,   the 
institution  of  the  Defence   Committee, 
which   the  present    First   Lord   of   the 
Admiralty    and   he   welcomed    perhaps  I 
more  than   any  other  two  members  of  I 
the  Government,  and  which  they  had 
some  share  in  establishing,  had  certainly  I 
strengthened   their   hands    in    working 
their  Departments    together   with    due 
-consideration   to   the  force  kept    up  in 
India  and  in  other  British  possessions.  I 
He    could    only    say,  as  far  as  he  was 
concerned,     that    he     approached     the  I 
question  without  any  predisposition  one 
way  or  the  other.     At  the  same  time, 
he  would  say  one  word  in  deprecation  1 
of  the  extreme  views   which    had    been 
put  before  the  country  in  favour  of  the 
Mr.  Brodrick. 
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dispersal  of  the  British  Army  all  over 
the  globe  in  time  of  peace.  The  British 
Army,  whatever  its  intentions  in  time 
of  war,  was  not  to  be  kept  up  on  a 
voluntary  system  if  they  were  going  to 
order  every  man  to  spend  five,  or  even 
four,  years  out  of  the  seven  outside  this 
country.  The  general  system  of  the 
organisation  of  the  Army — he  was  not 
now  talking  of  linked  battalions  or  any 
other  system — had  been  to  secure  that 
the  soldier,  who  when  he  went  abroad 
mostly  served  in  warm,  if  not  tropical, 
climates,  should  be  retained  for  the 
benefit  of  his  health  as  well  as  for  the 
benefit  of  his  entourage  as  near  as 
possible  for  half  of  his  service  in 
England ;  and,  so  long  as  they  kept  it, 
as  he  hoped  they  might  keep  it,  a 
voluntary  service,  so  long  must  they  en- 
deavour to  have  regard  to  the  wishes  of 
their  recruits  in  that  respect.  There 
was  one  other  consideration.  Colonial 
service  generally  was  not,  at  all  events 
in  the  past,  altogether  the  best  service 
for  the  purposes  of  discipline.  They 
put  men  who  were  very  highly  trained 
in  the  middle  of  a  population  that  was 
not  very  highly  trained.  They  put  men 
who  were  subject  to  discipline  in  the 
midst  of  a  population  which  lent  itself 
much  less  to  discipline  than  the  popula- 
tion which  surrounded  them  in  this 
country ;  and  he  did  not  think  that  any 
dispersal  of  our  Army  was  therefore  an 
advantage. 

Now,  with  regard  to  the  advan- 
tages to  the  Army  itself.  It  had  been 
urged  upon  the  Government  that 
South  Africa  was  a  better  training 
ground,  that  it  gave  them  better  health, 
and  also — and  this  was  a  very  important 
consideration  for  the  Committee — that 
the  portion  of  the  force  which  they  kept 
in  South  Africa  was  placed  where  it 
could  be  most  easily  utilised  in  that 
portion  of  the  Empire  which  was  most 
likely  to  be  attacked.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  were  considerations  which 
should  not  be  lost  sight  of  by  the  Com- 
mittee. In  the  first  place,  any  addition 
to  the  force  in  South  Africa  must  keep 
a  larger  force  out  of  England.  Then 
there  was  the  expense  to  the  officers, 
who  could  not  live  as  cheaply  in 
South  Africa  as  in  England  ;  and  then 
there  was  the  extra  expense  to  the 
country    involved    in    keeping    a   forc^ 
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abroad.  It  would  not  do  for  hon. 
Members  to  run  too  far  away  as  re- 
garded the  extra  advantages  of  training 
in  South  Africa.  If  they  could  keep  the 
whole  force  in  South  Africa  concentrated, 
they  could  teach  their  generals  and  field 
officers  a  great  deal  they  could  not  teach 
them  in  this  country.  But  if  they  sent 
troops  to  South  Africa  they  must  to 
some  extent  scatter  them,  and  scatter 
them  at  very  great  distances ;  and  then 
in  some  respects  the  advantages  of 
training  would  not  be  found  to  be  so 
very  much  greater  than  they  were  in 
this  country  in  the  neighbourhood,  for 
instance,  of  Salisbury  Plain.  All  these 
considerations  had  been  before  them. 
The  Defence  Committee  had  also  con 
sidered  the  matter,  and  had  come  to 
a  resolution,  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  defence  of  India.  Looking  at  all  the 
probabilities,  they  desired,  if  they  could, 
to  avoid  anything  which  would  increase 
the  number  of  men  permanently  retained 
in  India,  which  was  not  only  a  great 
strain  on  the  resources  of  India,  but  was 
a  great  strain  on  our  resources  also  in 
keeping  the  men  here  who  were  to  re- 
place them.  And  yet  it  must  be  obvious 
that  the  defence  of  India,  if  ever  it  was 
attacked,  would  require  reinforcements 
from  this  country  or  from  other  British 
possessions.  Under  these  circumstances 
the  Defence  Committee  recommended 
that  a  considerable  number  of  men 
should  be  held  in  South  Africa  avail- 
able for  service  in  India  in  case  of 
-emergency. 

They  had  considered  the  force  in 
South  Africa  from  the  two  standpoints 
he  had  mentioned,  and  the  force  for 
which  they  had  decided  to  provide 
accommodation  in  South  Africa  would 
amount  to  25,000  men.  They  proposed 
to  maintain  there  four  cavalry  regiments, 
twelve  batteries  of  field  artillery,  two 
batteries  of  horse  artillery,  fourteen 
battalions  of  the  Line,  and  four  garrison 
regiments.  With  regard  to  the  garrison 
regiments  a  great  deal  had  been  said  as  to 
their  cost.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
a  garrison  regiment  had  no  linked  batta- 
lion at  home  and  that  it  did  not  require  a 
depdt.  A  man  who  joined  was  trained, 
and  there  was  no  difficulty  whatever  in 
the  man  being  sent  off  at  the  earliest 
moment  to  join  his  battalion.  He  believed 
that  for  South  African  purposes  it  would 
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be  impossible  to  have  better  troops  than 
the  garrison  regiments.  He  had  had  the 
advantage  of  seeing  the  general  officers 
under  whom  four  battalions  had  served 
ever  since  they  were  formed,  and  they 
said  that  in  every  respect  they  had  found 
them  admirable  soldiers.  He  was  afraid 
he  was  one  of  those  heretics  who  believed 
that  a  man  who  had  looked  after  himself 
and  was  generally  medically  fit  was  just  as 
good  a  man  between  thirty-five  and  forty 
as  he  was  between  twenty-five  and  thirty. 
It  was  urged  against  them  that  they 
had  inordinate  families,  but  from  the 
point  of  view  of  settlement  in  South 
Africa,  that  was  a  great  advantage. 
They  would  have  to  spend  something 
additional  in  providing  married  soldiers' 
quarters  in  South  Africa,  a  considerable 
sum,  but  he  believed  it  would  pay  them 
well.  He  believed  they  would  be  the 
nucleus  of  a  most  admirable  body  of 
soldiers;  the  engagements  of  the  garri- 
son regiments  were  short,  and  there 
would  not  be  the  same  incentive  to 
desertion  as  there  was  in  the  case  of  men 
who  had  perhaps  six  years  to  serve. 
Opportunities  would,  they  understood, 
be  forthcoming  for  the  employment  of 
a  good  many  men,  even  in  Government 
positions,  who  might  be  quartered  in 
South  Africa.  At  all  events,  they 
thought  it  desirable,  in  respect  of  thin 
force  to  try,  in  the  first  instance,  the 
experiment  of  sending  four  garrison 
battalions.  Of  these  troops  some  would 
be  held  definitely  available  for  Indian 
service  in  case  of  emergency.  This  being 
so,  he  would  be  asked  with  regard  to  the 
extra  expenditure  which  was  caused  by 
t his  force  Th  e  figures  which  the  right  hon . 
Gentleman  quoted  were  not  conclusive 
at  the  present  moment.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  included  what  was  now  very 
great — namely,  the  cost  of  mobile  trans- 
port in  South  Africa,  not  merely 
transport  to  and  from  South  Africa. 
Their  estimate  for  the  future  was  that 
the  extra  cost  in  South  Africa  of 
25,000  men  would  be  something  like 
£1,500,000  per  annum. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  asked 
whether  that  was  25,000  instead  of 
15,000. 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  That  is  the  whole 
extra  cost  of  25,000. 
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Sir    H.   CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 

(Stirling  Burghs) :  Extra  over  what  ? 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  Extra  over  the 
cost  in  Great  Britain.  He  was  taking 
into  consideration  simply  the  cost  man 
for  man ;  what  would  be  the  cost  of 
the  establishment  in  South  Africa  as 
compared  with  troops  if  they  were  at 
Aldershot.  He  had  given  round  figures. 
Of  course  in  estimating  that  they  must 
remember  that  even  before  the  war  we 
had  a  considerable  garrison  in  South 
Africa,  amounting  at  first  to  3,000  or 
4,000,  and  ultimately,  before  1899,  to 
6,000  or  7,000  men.  Of  course  the  extra 
cost  of  those  men  must  be  deducted  from 
the  £1,500,000  if  they  wished  to  estimate 
our  present  increased  expenditure.  But 
in  addition  to  that,  and  in  addition  to 
the  fact  that  the  scheme  of  1901  con- 
templated 15,000  men  in  South  Africa, 
they  were  not  unhopeful  that  they 
might  obtain  some  assistance  in  this 
matter.  If  a  considerable  body  of 
troops  was  held  in  South  Africa,  in  a 
good  climate,  to  avoid  the  extra  ex 
penditure  of  keeping  them  constantly 
standing  idle  in  India,  in  a  worse  climate, 
he  thought  they  might  fairly  ask  some 
contribution  from  India  [Opposition 
cries  of  "Oh,  oh"]  towards  the  extra 
cost  of  maintenance  in  South  Africa, 
where  they  were  available  in  case  of 
emergency,  as  compared  with  their 
maintenance  in  this  country,  where 
they  were  less  available. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
asked  whether  the  force  in  India  would 
be  reduced. 


Mr.  BRODRICK  :  No.  It  had  been 
recognised,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
well  knew,  for  years  past  that  in  case  of 
emergency  it  would  be  necessary  to  re- 
inforce India  from  this  country.  They 
^rere  taking  a  timely  step  in  a  manner 
which  they  thought  would  cost  least  and 
would  be  of  the  greatest  advantage  to 
the  Empire,  by  placing  us  in  a  position 
to  meet  an  emergency  if  it  arose. 


Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  E.) 
asked  whether  the  Government  of  India 
had  been  consulted. 


Mr.  BRODRICK  said  that  communi- 
cations were  passing  with  the  Govern- 
ment  of  India,  and  the  hon.  Member 
would  understand  that  he  had  not 
given  any  pledge  in  the  matter.  What 
he  had  stated  was  that  they  considered 
themselves  entitled  to  ask  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  for  some  contribution  in 
regard  to  the  men  kept  in  South  Africa 
especially  for  Indian  service  in  case  of 
emergency. 

MR.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  asked 
whether  under  these  circumstances  these 
troops  would  be  on  the  home  establish- 
ment. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  said  he  was  coming 
to  that.  There  was  the  question  of  the 
colonies  themselves,  and  he  thought  that 
nobody  could  doubt  that  the  mainten- 
ance of  so  considerable  a  force  in  South 
Africa  would  be  of  the  greatest  material 
benefit  to  South  Africa  itself.  A  force 
so  kept  for  Imperial  service,  with  the 
large  expenditure  incidental  to  the  main- 
tenance of  any  force  anywhere,  would 
naturally  contribute  considerably  to  the 
prosperity  of  these  colonies,  and,  again, 
that  was  a  matter  which  must  be 
considered  in  regard  to  the  extra  ex- 
penditure which  was  incurred,  and  it 
would  no  doubt  be  the  subject  of  con- 
sideration by  those  concerned. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :  Six  shillings  a  day  ! 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  asked 
whether  the  colonies  were  to  subscribe. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  said  there  was  no- 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  not  exclud- 
ing that  part  which  the  hon.  Member 
so  ably  represented,  which  had  not 
raised  a  difficulty  over  the  withdrawal 
of  a  single  corps  quartered  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood. Everybody  knew  that  the 
presence  of  a  body  of  troops  in  any 
neighbourhood  was  held  by  those  most 
immediately  concerned  to  be  greatly  to 
the  advantage  of  the  neighbourhood. 
With  regard  to  the  question  of  home  or 
foreign  establishments,  that  was  a  point 
which  they  had  carefully  reviewed.  He 
noted  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  looked  to  a  day  when  the  whole 
system  of  the  Army  might  be  changed ; 
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he  hoped  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
might  be  at  the  War  Office,  and  not 
himself,  when  that  was  attempted ;  he 
fancied  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
find  that  it  was  not  quite  so  easy  a 
thing  to  adapt  to  all  the  requirements 
of  the  British  Army  any  new  system. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  who 
had  had  experience,  knew  that  the  abuse 
levied  on  successive  Secretaries  of  State 
for  War  for  the  imperfections  of  their 
system  might  be  disregarded  because 
it  was  hereditary.  But  in  this  matter 
they  did  not  wish  to  attempt  to  impose 
any  hide-bound  retention  of  old  ideas  or 
of  a  cast-iron  system;  they  recognised 
that  South  Africa  had  differences  as 
compared  with  other  stations  abroad  in 
which  troops  were  quartered.  Something 
had  been  said  about  health  statistics.  It 
was  quite  true,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  said,  that  there  had  been  a 
great  deal  of  enteric  in  South  Africa, 
and  that  in  some  stations  it  had  ranged 
up  to  thirty-eight,  thirty-five,  thirty-four, 
and  thirty-one  per  1,000,  while  in  India 
it  had  ranged  up  to  twenty-three,  in 
Egypt  twenty-three,  and  in  the  Mauritius 
seventeen  per  1,000,  and  so  on.  But  of 
course  the  sanitary  position  in  South 
Africa  had  not  been  that  of  a  permanent 
force  kept  in  barracks,  and  they  had  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  sanitary  condition 
in  the  cantonments  would  be  very  different 
when  the  arrangements  were  completed. 
It  was  admitted  that  apart  from  the 
number  who  did  contract  disease,  the 
development  of  the  young  soldier  in 
South  Africa  was  very  marked.  There- 
fore he  thought  they  were  entitled  to  re- 
gard our  regiments  in  South  Africa  from 
a  different  standpoint  from  those  which 
were  either  locked  up  in  coaling  stations 
in  tropical  climates  or  which  were  doing 
service  in  India,  where  they  were  bound 
to  be  over  twenty  years  of  age.  They 
proposed,  therefore,  to  treat  the  fourteen 
battalions  of  the  Line  placed  in  South 
Africa  on  the  principle  of  sending  to 
them,  as  soon  as  they  were  trained, 
recruits  from  the  dep6ts,  and  in  so  doing 
he  by  no  means  excluded  the  idea  of 
large  depdts  in  this  country.  His 
objection  had  always  been  to  small  dep6ts. 
They  proposed,  therefore,  to  treat  them 
as  neither  sending  drafts  to  other  regi- 
ments nor  as  receiving  drafts  from  other 
regiments.  They  would  be  in  a  climate 
in  which,  as  at  home,  they  could  receive 
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their  recruits  very  soon,  or  as  soon  as 
they  were  sufficiently  trained.  He  was 
afraid  that  time  did  not  admit  of  working 
out  exactly  the  system  under  which  the 
thing  would  be  done,  but  that  was  the 
general  view  they  had. 

*Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  said  there  was 
one  very  material  point.  Would  those 
troops  which  would  be  earmarked  for 
India  be  troops  which  could  be  sent  to 
India  without  receiving  reserves,  and,  if 
so,  on  what  system  ? 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  urged 
his  right  hon.  friend  to  say  whether  he  pro- 
posed to  reduce  the  strength  of  the  batta- 
lions at  home  by  the  fourteen  battalions 
which  would  be  in  South  Africa.  Other- 
wise they  would  be  merely  increasing  the 
expense  and  burden  of  the  Army  without 
any  corresponding  reduction. 

MR.BRODRICK  said  that  the  ingenuity 
of  his  critics  prompted  them  to  put 
questions  which  he  was  just  about  to 
answer.  With  regard  to  what  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said,  the  South  African 
regiments  would  be  maintained  at  a 
higher  strength  than  the  home  establish- 
ment, and  those  required  for  India  would 
go  at  a  lower  strength.  They  would  have 
a  sufficient  number  of  picked  men  to  go 
with  them.  In  sending  troops  to  India 
in  case  of  emergency  they  had  got  to 
consider  not  what  troops  they  were 
wanting  to  employ  on  the  North- West 
Frontier,  but  what  troops  they  required 
to  replace  the  garrisons  in  the  plain  from 
which  the  troops  at  the  front  had  been 
withdrawn.  It  was  not  necessary,  there 
fore,  that  the  troops  which  were  sent 
should  be  at  the  highest  possible  strength 
and  immediately  fit  for  the  field. 

*Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  said  his  ques- 
tion was  as  to  the  bearing  of  the  proposal 
on  the  reserves  at  home. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  said  the  position  of 
Line  battalions  would  be  this;  there 
were  156  Line  battalions  altogether,  and 
fourteen  would  be  in  South  Africa.  Out 
of  the  142  remaining  seventy-one  or 
seventy-two  would  be  abroad  and  the  re- 
mainder at  home ;  the  former  would 
have  their  links  at  home.  It  was  un- 
likely that  there  would  be  any  room  for 
that  considerable  reduction  for  which  his 
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hon.  friend  looked  in  order  to  reduce  our  I 
fighting  strength  by  ten,  twelve,  or 
fifteen  battalions.  The  position  would  be 
that  South  Africa  stood  by  itself,  and  the 
remaining  battalions  abroad  would  be 
supported  by  the  links  at  home.  With 
regard  to  cavalry  he  did  not  think  he 
need  say  anything,  except  that  their 
equilibrium  would  De  maintained ;  there 
would  be  fourteen  regiments  abroad  and 
fourteen  at  home.  He  commended  this 
scheme  to  the  careful  consideration  of  the 
Committee.  They  had  this  advantage, 
among  others — that  the  huts  they  were 
erecting  in  South  Africa  would  not 
render  unnecessary  barracks  already  con- 
structed at  home.  They  would  have  to 
ask  the  House  under  the  Works  Loan  Bill 
for  a  sum  which  was  required  to  complete 
these  huts  in  South  Africa.  These  huts 
would,  in  any  case,  be  required  for  the 
temporary  garrison  and  pro  tanto  the 
erection  of  huts  in  South  Africa  was  not  so 
expensive  as  the  erection  of  barracks  at 
home.  It  only  remained  for  him  to  say 
one  word  with  regard  to  the  popularity  of 
the  South  African  service.  It  was  very 
difficult  to  give  a  judgment  on  that 
point  at  present.  The  conditions 
hitherto  had  been  very  unfavourable. 
It  had  been  impossible,  from  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  to  make  the 
soldier  as  comfortable  in  the  past  as  he 
would  be  in  the  future.  They  were 
making  great  efforts  as  regarded  ex- 
penditure, both  in  recreation  and 
housing,  to  improve  the  conditions. 
Extra  rations  were  given  in  South 
Africa  and  extra  colonial  pay  was  given 
to  the  officers,  and  it  might  be  necessary 
to  ask  the  Committee  to  increase  these 
items. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  WARNER 
(Staffordshire,  Lichfield) :  Are  they  in- 
cluded in  the  £1,500,000? 

Mr.  BRODRICK  said  he  had  taken  a 
liberal  allowance  under  the  present 
expenditure  in  case  they  should  require 
to  spend  more.  All  the  questions  he 
had  referred  to  must  be  considered. 
They  could  only  lay  down  a  standard 
which  they  believed  it  was  necessary  to 
maintain  at  the  present  time.  There 
were  many  subjects  for  future  considera- 
tion. Whether  recruiting  suffered 
materially  owing  to  any  particular 
de  ision,     whether    engagements    were 

Mr.  Brodrick. 
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reluctantly  made  or  not,  whether  there 
should  be  a  large  number  of  troops  at  a 
particular  station,  were  all  subjects  which 
must  come  before  the  War  Office,  but  so 
far  as  they  could  see,  in  adopting  the 
plan  he  had  sketched,  they  were  taking 
not  only  the  wisest  solution  of  the 
present  situation  but  also  making  a 
permanent  contribution  towards  the 
ability  of  the  Empire  to  meet  the  claims 
made  upon  it.  He  had  endeavoured  to 
make  it  clear  that  they  had  to  approach 
the  whole  subject  without  any  prejudice 
and  with  no  undue  regard  for  existing 
arrangements ;  but,  generally  speaking, 
the  proposals  they  made  would  work  in 
entirely  with  the  arrangements  made 
for  the  organisation  of  the  home  Army. 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELLBANNERMAN 
said  he  had  never  listened  to  a  more 
interesting  statement  than  that  made  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman;  but  he 
thought  that  hon.  Members  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  would  wish  to  know  a  good 
deal  more  about  the  scheme  and  to  see 
how  the  figures  looked  when  put  on 
paper  before  they  expressed  any  settled 
conviction  or  committed  themselves  to  a 
definite  opinion.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's statement  was,  he  thought,  more 
interesting,  if  it  were  not  more  important, 
from  a  psychological  point  of  view  than 
it  was  from  the  point  of  view  of  its 
matter.  He  had  never  heard  a  more 
interesting  development  of  opinion.  It 
seemed  completely  analogous  to  another 
development  which  was,  or  had  been, 
going  on  under  their  eyes  in  this  country 
on  another  question.  A  statesman  or  a 
Minister  started  with  an  opinion.  He 
was  a  strong  advocate  of  this  theory  or 
of  that,  but  he  had  a  colleague  who  was 
not,  and  in  order  to  ascertain  which  was 
to  prevail  an  inquiry  was  instituted,  and 
the  result  was  that  probably  some  hideous 
compromise  was  effected  which  would 
have  all  the  evils  of  both  theories.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  himself  opposed 
this  policy  of  keeping  troops  in  South 
Africa.  In  introducing  the  Estimates  he 
made  what  was  to  his  mind  a  most  con- 
vincing exposition  of  the  objections  to 
that  course.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  even  repeated  some  of  them  that  day. 
For  instance,  there  was  the  cost.  The 
extra  cost  was  to  be  £1,500,000  a  year. 
When  the  country    was  gasping   for    a 
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reduction  in  military  expenditure,  the 
ih*8t  thing  that  was  done  was  to  add 
,£1,500,000  to  the  expenditure  by  this 
South  African  hocus  pocus.  Then  there 
was  the  misleading  character  of  the 
climate  of  the  country,  the  misleading 
idea  of  the  sort  of  lessons  that  might  be 
drawn  by  our  commanders  and  our  troops 
as  applicable  to  other  climates,  other 
countries  and  other  conditions.  There 
was  a  certain  question  of  health,  the 
question  of  popularity,  whether  the 
troops  would  contemplate  with  any 
great  satisfaction  the  prospect  of  being 
quartered  in  South  Africa  instead  of  in 
Yorkshire  or  Devonshire.  Then  there 
was  another  question,  to  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  not  referred.  The 
moving  influence  which  had  altered  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  opinion  was  the 
North- West  Frontier  of  India.  What  a 
useful  thing  the  North-West  Frontier  of 
India  was!  These  troops  were  to  be 
kept  in  South  Africa  in  order  to  furnish 
Che  rapid  reinforcements  that  might  be 
required  when  the  North-West  Frontier 
was  attacked.  The  same  reason  was 
given  for  the  adoption  of  the  Army 
Corps  system,  although  he  could  not 
see  what  the  one  thing  had  to  do  with 
the  other.  He  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
<3entleman  one  question.  How  were 
they  to  be  conveyed  from  South  Africa 
to  India  when  they  were  required  1 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  I  will  answer  that 
question  at  once.  We  have  satisfied 
ourselves  that  between  South  Africa  and 
India  transports  will  be  practfcaliy  im- 
mediately available. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
More  easily  available  than  in  this 
country?  He  would  like  to  see  the 
proof  of  that  before  he  formed  an 
opinion.  But  in  the  meantime  these 
troops  were  to  be  maintained  in  South 
Africa  at  an  extra  cost  to  some  one  of 
£1,500,000.  The  rijjht  hon.  Gentleman 
calmly  suggested  that  India  should  pay 
a  portion  ot  this.  He  had  had  a  pretty 
long  experience  of  this  question  of  India 
and  Imperial  expenditure.  In  the  old 
days  we  were  always  able  to  meet 'India 
on  this  ground — "You  have  nothing  to 
co  rn  plain  of.  We  have  to  keep  up  a 
large  Army  for  the  purpose  of  garrisoning 
India,   but,  when  you  are  in   any  con- 


siderable danger  or  emergency,  you  can 
call  on  the  whole  forces  of  the  British 
Empire,  and  therefore  the  bargain  is  a 
good  one  for  you,  and  you  should  not 
complain  if  the  force  we  find  you  is 
rather  expensive.'1  But  what  had  we 
been  doing  of  late  years  9  We  had  not 
been  maintaining  a  reservoir  of  troops 
for  India,  but  India  had  been  made 
a  reservoir  for  our  purposes.  The  shoe 
had  been  on  the  other  foot.  We  had 
drawn  on  India  for  any  service.  When 
hard  up  for  a  battalion  we  went  to 
India,  and  therefore  he  said  the  old 
argument,  which  he  used  to  think  a 
very  good  one,  was  gone,  because  now 
there  was  a  complete  partnership  in  that 
respect. 


Mr.  BRODRICK :  There  is  one  point 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
not  taken  into  consideration  in  connec- 
tion with  this  matter.  This  country 
keeps  a  Reserve  now  of  65,000  men, 
which  will  in  two  or  three  years  amount 
to  100,000  men,  towards  which  India 
does  not  contribute  a  farthing.  Yet 
every  man  of  them  is  required  to  go  to 
India  in  case  of  emergency. 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
said  he  was  arguing  on  the  present 
state  of  things  as  between  India  and 
this  country.  He  was  only  pointing  out 
that  the  argument  by  which  the  parti- 
cular adjustment  used  to  be  defended  by 
the  War  Office  and  the  Treasury  was 
no  longer  an  argument  that  could  be 
used  against  India.  %There  was  but  one 
quarter  of  the  world  which  came  with 
advantage  out  of  this  proposal,  and  that 
j  was  South  Africa.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
had  very  candidly  stated  that  the  main- 
i  tenance  of  this  large  body  of  troops  in 
I  the  South  African  Colonies  would  no 
|  doubt  cause  -a  great  expenditure  of 
i  money  there,  and  be  of  great  benefit  to 
the  population.  Any  one  could  see  that. 
Though  he  was  very  glad  to  see  any  good 
thing  happen  to  the  South  African 
Colonies,  he  did  not  think  that  ought  to 
be  an  element  in  the  matter,  and  he  was 
a  little  afraid  it  might  have  turned  the 
scale  in  judging  the  expediency  of  the 
course  which  had  been  adopted,  to  know 
that  it  would  have  a  beneficial  effect  and 
be  popular  in  the  South  African  Colonies. 
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He  began  by  saying  they  could  not 
pronounce  a  definite  opinion  on  a  proposal 
of  this  sort  until  they  had  the  facts  and 
figures  clearly  before  them.  It  was  a 
new  idea  to  maintain  a  mongrel  force  in 
South  Africa,  not  the  same  as  an  ordinary 
colonial  garrison,  and  not  the  same  as 
the  ordinary  force  at  home,  but  something 
between  the  two.  He  did  not  exactly 
understand  what  was  meant  by  a  British 
regiment  being  definitely  assigned  to 
Indian  seiviee,  as  contrasted  with  other 
regiments  ;  but  he  thought  it  was  a  very 
serious  departure  from  the  principle 
followed  with  great  advantage  for  many 
years,  of  keeping  our  troops  in  the  main 
at  home  and  of  keeping  no  more  abroad 
than  was  necessary  for  the  peace  garrisons 
of  coaling  stations  and  other  places  where 
a  garrison  was  required.  This  was  a 
great  new  departure,  and  it  ought  to  be 
looked  on  with  the  gravest  apprehension 
and  hesitation  by  those  who  really  wished 
to  see  the  Army,  he  would  not  say  kept 
on  an  economical  footing,  but  reduced  to 
a  more  economical  footing  than  it  was  at 
present. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman's  speech  had  ; 
so  completely  absorbed  all  other  subjects  j 
that  he  should  only  say  a  word  or  two 
about  some  observations  which  were 
made  by  his  hon.  fiiend  who  opened  the 
debate  and  which  were  resented  in  some 
quarters  because  they  introduced  the 
names  of  individual  officers.  He  did  not 
understand  his  hon.  friend  to  make  any 
accusation  against  any  of  those  in- 
dividual officers,  or  deny  that  they  were 
distinguished  and  excellent  officers. 
His  hon.  friend  merely  brought  forward 
in  the  House  what  iveryone  had  been 
saying  in  the  street  outside,  that  theie 
hud  been  a  tendency  to  promote  a 
certain  class  of  officers  to  high  command 
at  the  expense  of  others.  He  had  heard 
the  same  thing  again  and  again  before, 
and  he  thought  that  so  far  from  being 
resented  as  a  slur  upon  the  high  officer 
and  distinguished  soldier  to  whom 
naturally  those  criticisms  went  home, 
he  thought  it  was  only  most  natural  that 
that  officer  should  unavoidably  have  a 
habit  of  employing  officers  whom  he 
had  tried  himself,  and  uhose  ex- 
cellence and  efficiency  he  was  thoroughly 
acquainted  with.  He  remembered  the 
time  when  they  heard  of  nothing  in 
Army   circles    but    the    Ashanti    ring. 

Sir  H.  Campbell-Baniierman.  ' 


It  was  all  Lord  Wolseley's  friends,  and  if 
an  officer  was  not  a  friend  of  Lord 
Wolseley  he  never  could  have  a  look  in. 
If  there  was  a  new  war  in  any  quarter 
of  the  world  it  was  always  the  old  gang 
who  went  out.  What  was  the  reason  of 
it  ?  It  was  because  they  had  been  tried 
and  found  to  be  efficient  officers.  But 
it  was  a  thing  to  be  avoided.  He  had 
spoken  of  it  as  a  natural,  and  in  that 
sense  a  harmless,  tendency  on  the  part 
of  anyone,  but  it  was  a  very  injurious 
thing  for  the  Army  when  that  sort  of  idea 
got  into  the  minds  of  men,  and  therefore 
he  hoped  that  even  the  moderate  words 
of  his  hon.  friend,  and  the  fact  that  what 
had  been  bruited  about  in  the  country 
had  been  heard  in  that  House  might  not  be 
without  6ome  effect  in  causing  even  greater 
care  and  discretion  to  be  used  in  selecting 
officers  for  those  high  places  upon  the 
efficiency  of  which  so  much  depended. 


♦Mr.  BECKETT  (Yorkshire,  N.R.,  Whit- 
by) said  he  thought  the  discussion  would 
show  that  the  great  interest  taken  in 
Army  Organisation  was  not  obscured  by 
another  question  which  had  been  recently 
raised.  He  had  heard  the  statement  of 
his  right  hon.  friend  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  with  very  great  satisfaction, 
though  he  could  not  say  with  altogether 
unmixed  satisfaction.  He  was  glad  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  quite  abandoned 
his  now  possumus  attitude  and  had  to  some 
extent  listened  to  their  persuasions.  He 
was  like  the  lady  written  about  by  the 
poet  who — 

"  Whispering  I'll  ne'er  consent,  com  en  ted." 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  moving, 
slowly  and  reluctantly,  but  along  the  right 
path,  and  he  trusted  that  before  very  long 
he  would  make  further  advances  and 
end  by  being  the  greatest  reformer  of 
them  all.  At  the  same  time  he  thought 
the  concessions  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  made  were  somewhat  open  to  the 
charge  mentioned  by  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition — viz.,  that  they  were  in  the 
nature  of  a  compromise  combining  the 
disadvantages  of  two  conflicting  policies. 
He  thought  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  would  have  done  better  if,  while 
accepting  part  of  the  views  of  his 
critics,  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to 
swallow  them  altogether.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  charged  them  in  the 
only  note  of  passion  which  arose  in  his. 
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speech  and  which  was  rather  reminiscent 
of  earlier  debates,  with  the  folly  and 
absurdity  of  attempting  to  remodel  the 
Army  system,  and  yet  he  had  himself 
taken  over  what  was  supposed  to  be  the 
climax  and  coping-stone  of  their  foolish 
and  absurd  proposals — viz.,  that  these 
divisions  should  be  permanently  located 
in  South  Africa.  He  had  adopted  the 
recommendation  that  an  Army  Corps 
should  be  established  in  South  Africa;, 
so  far,  so  good,  but  then  came  the 
question:  under  what  conditions  was  it 
to  be  located  in  South  Africa  ?  He  was 
not  going  to  argue  the  question  for  or 
against,  because  his  right  hon.  friend  was 
convinced  that  on  the  whole  the  advan- 
tages outweighed  the  disadvantages. 
As  to  the  question  of  cost  he  was 
told  that  there  would  be  an  increase 
of  £1,500,000.  Certainly  he  should, 
view  such  an  increase  with  nothing 
but  repugnance,  and  any  proposal  I 
of  that  kind  that  came  from  the  Govern- 
ment for  increasing  the  Army  Estimates 
by  £1,500,000  for  any  purpose  whatever 
would  meet  with  strenuous  opposition. 
But,  while  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
adopted  this  part  of  their  scheme,  he 
had  omitted  the  other  part  of  it,  which 
•was  the  more  essential  part  of  the  two. 
What  they  proposed  was  that  he  should 
establish  three  divisions  in  South  Africa, 
reckoning  these  three  divisions  as  part  of 
the  home  establishment,  and  striking  off 
the  home  establishment  the  corresponding 
number  of  troops.  Therefore  if  25,000 
men  were  to  be  located  in  South  Africa, 
a  like  number  ought  to  be  struck  off  the 
home  establishment  in  England.  When 
he  reckoned  the  cost  it  would  stand  in 
this  way.  If  25,000  were  struck  off  the 
home  establishment,  reckoning  the  cost  at 
£110  per  in  in,  which  he  believed  was  the 
approximate  amount,  there  would  be  a 
-saving  of  at  least  £2,000,000.  Setting 
that  saving  agiinst  the  extra  cost  of 
£1,500,000  there  would  be  a  balance  in 
favour  of  this  country  of  £500,000,  and, 
therefore,  this  question  of  increased  cost 
would  cease  to  trouble  the  ratepayers,  or 
those  who  wished  to  see  the  Army  run 
on  more  economic  lines.  He  thought 
personally  that  it  would  be  an  undoubted 
advantage  to  India  to  have  these  25,000 
men  in  South  Africa,  and  he  believed 
that  was  the  opinion  of  the  military 
authorities  in  India.  He  was  also  glad 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  come 


round  to  the  opinion  that  the  question  of 
transport  did  not  offer  any  insuperable 
obstacle,  but  undoubtedly  the  question  of 
cost  would  have  to  be  considered.  He 
believed  that  his  right  hon.  friend  refused 
to  adopt  the  proposal  to  diminish  the 
Army  by  fourteen  battalions  at  home, 
simply  because  he  saw,  ad  other  people 
saw,  it  would  knock  the  bottom  out  of 
his  Army  Corps  scheme.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  stuck  to  his  Army  Corps 
system  with  pathetic  affection  but  he 
ventured  to  think  that  such  was  the 
criticism  levelled  against  it  that  it  would 
not  long  survive  his  right  hon.  friends 
term  of  office.  If  he  would  reduce  the 
Army  Corps  by  fourteen  battalions  he 
could  then  establish  the  natural  territorial 
arrangements  of  the  Army  in  this  country 
in  which  the  Regulars  and  Auxiliaries  were 
massed  in  certain  districts  and  were 
organised  in  divisions,  a  division  beiug 
an  appropriate  unit  for  the  distribution 
Df  the  British  Army. 

He   welcomed   the  suggestion   of   the 
right    hon.      Gentleman      to     abandon 
the    linked    battalion     system    and    to 
establish      large       depdts      in       their 
place.     He  had  been  asked  whether  the 
recruits  were  to  be  ear-marked  for  South 
Africa,   and  whether   there    would   be 
special   depots   for  sending  them  out  to 
that    country.     He    admitted  that   the 
question  of  recruits  was  an  awkward  one. 
borne  recruits  might  be  ready  to  go  to 
South    Africa.      He  had  been    told   by 
officers     who      understood      recruiting  . 
extremely  well  that  mo3t  recruits  did  not 
care  a  straw  where  they  went,  and  that 
they  would  as  soon  go  to  South  Africa  as 
to  Salisbury   Plain.      They  could  only 
judge  by  results.     Another  point    was 
that  if  they  reduced  the  home  establish- 
ment by  these  battalions  they  would  be 
able  to  reduce  the  recruits  by  a  corres- 
ponding amount,  and  as  they  reduced 
the  amount,  so  they  would  improve  the 
quality   and   standard    of   the  recruits. 
The  difficulty   of  recruiting  had  arisen 
from  the  fact  that  they  were  demanding 
more  recruits  than  the  country  was  able 
to    supply.      The    normal     number  of 
recruits   formerly  required  was  35,000, 
but  his  right  hon.  friend  asked  for  50,000, 
and  in  order  to  get  the  men  he  had  to 
raise  the   pay  and  reduce  the  term  of 
service.    If  he  would  still  further  raise 
the  rate  of  pay  and  reduce  the  term  of 
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service,  he  would  get  100,000,  but  the 
question  was  what  sort  of  recruits  would 
he  get.  The  right  hon  Gentleman  had 
told  them  that  he  was  satisfied  with  the 
recruits  that  were  coming  in  this  year. 
He  himself  had  been  told  by  an  officer 
that  he  was  not  at  all  satisfied  with  the 
character  of  the  recruits  that  came  in, 
but  Returns  showed  that  the  height  of 
recruits  was  continually  diminishing  and 
that  the  standard  of  physique  was  con- 
tinually deteriorating.  He  did  not  know 
what  magic  there  was  in  the  scheme  of 
his  right  hon.  friend,  by  which  he  could 
add  inches  to  the  height  and  chest 
measurement  of  recruits.  On  re  enlist- 
ment at  the  completion  of  his  two  years 
term  of  service,  a  soldier,  if  he  extended 
the  term  would  get  6d.  per  day  extra.  It 
was  very  likely  that  they  would  get  men 
who  would  extend  the  term  of  service  at 
the  end  of  the  second  year,  but  at  the 
end  of  the  third  year  they  might  be  quite 
incapable  of  going  abroad  or  to  India. 
Was  there  a  sufficient  number  of  men 
who  applied  to  be  taken  on  for  extended 
service,  because,  if  not,  the  whole  system 
would  break  down. 
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the  days  gone  by,  and  they  were 
not  allowed  discretion  in  spending  even 
the  smallest  amount  of  money.  In  fact, 
the  recommendations  which  were  the 
foundation  of  the  scheme  of  decentralisa- 
tion, had  not  been  carried  out. 


Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  (Leith 
Burghs)  said  it  was  understood  that  the 
foundation  of  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  the  Army  was  that  we 
should  have  120,000  men  ready  to  send 
abroad  ;  and  the  Prime  Minister  when  he 
was  questioned  as  to  the  reason  why  so 
many  men  wei*e  required  indicated  that 
it  was  for  the  defence  of  the  Indian 
frontier.  That  afternoon  they  had  been 
told  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that, 
in  addition,  130,000  were  necessary  in 
depots  for  home  defence,  and  now  there 
were  to  be  fourteen  battalions  in  South 
Africa  on  special  service. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  No,  the  fourteen 
battalions  are  to  be  in  South  Africa 
instead  of  being  kept  at  home. 

Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON:  Then 
there  will  be  less  than  130,000  kept  at 
home  1 

Mr.    BRODRICK    said    he   did   not 
think  his  hon.  friend  was  in  the  House        Mr.  BRODRICK :  The  men  who  are 
when  he  touched  on  that  point,  and  stated    in  South  Africa  would  have  been  other- 
that  they  could  not  judge  of  that  until    wise  at  home.     There  is  no  alteration  in 
1904,  because  the  recruits  only  joined  in    the  total  number  of  130,000. 
1902. 

Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  said  he 
had  not  assumed  that  130,000  were 
unnecessary.  He  agreed  with  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  in  support- 
ing the  addition  which  had  been 
made  to  the  South  African  garrison,, 
because  he  believed  that  the  troops  were 
better  placed  there  than  they  would  be 
at  home.  On  the  other  hand,  it  added 
£1,500,000  to  the  cost  of  the  Armv. 
The  introduction  of  new  railways  would 
probably  reduce  the  cost  of  living,  and 
that  would  reduce  the  £1,500,000  also. 
He  regretted  very  much  that  a  propor- 
tion of  this  additional  cost,  amounting  to 
£700,000  had  been  put  on  India  without 
the  Government  of  India  having  been 
consulted,  and  against  their  protests.  He 
hoped  that  a  halt  would  be  called — after 
serious  consideration  between  the  War 
Office  and  the  Indian  Government — in 
imposing  on  India  some  of  these  doubt- 
ful  forms  of  expenditure.    As    to  the 


*Mr.  BECKETT  said  he  wished  to  ask 
two  questions  with  regard  to  the  internal 
organisation  of  the  War  Office.  They 
were  told  that  various  reforms  had  been 
carried  out  in  pursuance  of  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Committee.  One  of 
those  recommendations,  he  understood, 
did  not  work  well,  and  that  was  the  sub- 
stitution of  military  for  civilian  clerks. 
He  was  given  to  understand  that  there 
was  a  considerable  amount  of  friction  in 
the  War  Office,  because  of  the  employ- 
ment of  military  clerks  in  work  for  which 
thev  were  totally  unfitted ;  and  he  was 
told  that  the  correspondence,  instead  of 
decreasing  bad  vastly  increased.  Then 
he  was  given  to  understand  that  not 
much  had  been  done  in  the  way  of  decen- 
tralisation. Commanding  officers  were  not 
given  any  greater  discretionary  powers 
than  before;  and  they  had  to  apply  to 
the  War  Office  precisely  as  often  as  in 
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point  mentioned  bv   the    hon.   Member 
opposite  regarding  the  unreality  of  the 
devolution  given  to  the   Army    Corps, 
lie  had  had  the  same  complaints  made 
from  all  and  sundry  quarters.      He  saw 
the  other  day  a  statement  that  it  would 
be  three  or  four  years  yet  before  the 
new  War    Office    premises  were  ready 
for   occupation,     lr  it  were   finished  a 
good  board-room   might  be    set    apart 
where  a   War   Office   Committee  could 
sit  and  make  proper  arrangements  for 
devolution,    which     had  not  yet    been 
given,  although  promised,  to  the  Army 
Corps  commanders.     He  wou  d  be  the 
last  to  suggest  that  the  appointments 
to  the  higher  posts  in  the  Army  had 
not   been  well  disposed;    but  sufficient 
initiative  had  not  been  entrusted  to  the 
great  men  to  whom  these  appointments 
had   been  given.    Unless  much  greater 
initiative  were  granted  to  these  officers 
economy  would  not  be  attained.      Refer- 
ence had  been  made  to  Salisbury  and 
Aldershot.     He  believed  that  the  policy 
pursued  at  Salisbury  was  likely  to  be  a 
complete  success,  but  he  was  very  doubt- 
ful  regarding   Aldershot.      The    whole 
available  ground  for  the  exercise  of  the 
troops  was   being  so  much    built  upon 
that  there  would  be  little  land  left  on 
which  to  manoeuvre  large  bodies  of  men, 
and  the  result  would  be  that  millions  of 
money  would  have  been  spent  in  vain. 
He  most  earnestly  repeated  that  devolu- 
tion should  be  made  real,  and  that  the 
general    officers   in    command  in    these 
great     encampments    should     be     en- 
trusted    with    adequate    authority    to 
take      the      initiative.  He      should 

like  to  hear  that  an  addition 
had  been  made  to  the  staff  of  the 
Intelligence  Department,  and  that  the 
question  of  quick-firing  guns  had  been 
properly  dealt  with.  He  looked  with 
alarm  on  all  the  additional  sources  of 
expenditure  mentioned  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  for  War. 

Sir  FREDERIC  RASCH  (Essex, 
Chelmsford)  said  he  wanted  to  say  half 
a  dozen  words  with  reference  to  the 
recent  parade  at  Aldershot.  He  could 
not  help  thinking  that  with  an  ex- 
penditure of  £31,000,000  the  War 
Office  authorities  could  have  provided  a 
better  parade  than  was  shown  on  that 
occasion     and     subjected     to      foreign 


criticism.    After  all,  16,000  men  did  not 
make   an  Army   Corps;  nor   were   the 
men  paraded,     especially   the    Infantry 
battalions,  fair  specimens  of  the  average 
British  soldier  of  the  Line.  He  could  not 
understand  why  recruits  enlisted  within 
the  last  six  months  had  been   put  on 
the  ground.    No  doubt  the  War  Office 
had  got  a  better  class  of   recruits  since 
the  issue  of   the   last  new  regulations. 
One     could    see     that    from    personal 
observation,  and  he  had  it  also  on  the 
highest  authority  that  that  was  the  case. 
But   the  right   hon.    Gentleman    must 
know  that  some  of  his  smaller  recruits 
were  called  "  Brodricks."     He  remem- 
bered   that    in    the    old  days   of    the 
autumn    manoeuvres,    instituted  by  an 
eminent   predecessor  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,    an     objectionable    sausage 
was   issued    to  the  troops   which   was 
called    the    "  Card  well  Sausage."      He 
thought  that  if  the  War  Office  desired 
to  have  an  adequate  display  on  some 
future  occasion,  free  from  the  criticism 
of  foreign  military  experts,  they  oould 
not  do  better  than  parade  a  couple  of 
battalions  of  Guardsmen — he  supposed 
they  could  get  800  men  out  of  the  four 
Regiments  of  Guards  stationed  in  and 
about   London — on  the    Horse  Guards 
parade  ground,  and  tell  the  foreigners 
that   the    paucity  in     the    number    of 
troops  was  to  be  accounted  for  by  the 
insufficiency  of   the  area  of  ground  at 
their  disposal.     He  did  not  understand 
the    references    of    the    Leader  of    the 
Opposition  regarding  expenditure.   They 
could  not  make  omelettes  without  break- 
ing eggs.     Neither  could  he  understand 
Gentlemen  below  the  gangway  opposite. 
They  appeared  to  desire  that  the  troop 
now  in  South  Africa  should  be  brought 
home,   and   that  their  place  should  be 
taken  by  an  Army  Corps  from  this  country 
which  would  not  be  replaced  here.     Ho 
thought  hon.  Members  opposite  had  not 
grasped     the     situation.      There    were 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  keeping  an  Army 
Corps  in  South   Africa.      What  was  a 
British   Army    Corps?      It     was     com- 
posed  mainly    of    what  he  might  call 
babes  and  sucklings,  who  could  not  be  sent 
out  of  the  country.  Suppose  an  emergency 
arose  elsewhere,    15  000  men  might  be 
sent  to  meet  it,  leaving  behind  15,000 
babes  and  sucklings  to  keep  order  in  the 
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Transvaal  and  Cape  Colony  in  the  event  I 
of  a  rising. 

With  reference    to  the   Reserves,    if| 
they     sent     the     Reserves     out     with; 
che    First    Army    Corps,     they   would 
not  get  anyJReserves  in  the  future.   If  the 
Reserves  were  sent  out,  how  would  they 
be  able  to  get  the  Reserves  to  join  the 
service  battalions.     He  humbly  submitted 
that  that  was  not  the  proper  course  to 
pursue     in     connection      with      South 
Africa.         If       the       North      Atlantic 
and     the     Mediterranean     were      held 
to    be    unsafe    for    the     transhipment 
of  troops,   surely    they    were     equally 
unsafe  for  the  transhipment  of  Reserves. 
If  they  had  an  Army  Corps  in  South 
Africa  it   would  be  a  local  corps   with 
different  pay  and  allowances.     The  War 
Office  ought  to  consider  very  seriously 
what  Mr.  Private  Atkins  thought  of  the 
matter.     If    he    were    sent    to    South 
Africa    he   would   be  expatriated,  and 
deprived  of  all  the  amenities,  male  and 
female,  he  enjoyed  at   home.    If  they 
were  to  have  a  voluntary  Army  they 
should  sugar  the  pill.     With  reference  to 
the  quick-firing  guns  referred  to  by  the 
hon.    Member    for    Oldham,    the  hon. 
Gentleman  knew  a  great  deal,   but  he 
did  not  think  the  hon.  Gentleman  knew 
everything.    The  history  of  the  matter 
appeared   to   be    this.      In    1898,    the 
German    Government    determined    to 
reorganise  their  field  and  horse  artillery, 
And  they  did  so  with  Krupp  guns.     In 
1 899,  the  French  Government,  who  had 
used  quick-firing  guns  since  1886,  also 
reorganised    their    batteries   with    new 
guns  with  what  were  technically  called 
deformation    carriages.      Directly    that 
was  done,  the  German  Government  saw 
they   were  premature  and   again  they 
reorganised     their     horse     and      field 
artillery.     He  did  not  think  that    the 
British  War  Office  had  been  particularly 
slow  in  the  matter.    He    thought    th< 
War    Office  was  right  in   taking  time. 
He  did  not  see  how  it  could  have  done 
otherwise  unless  it  let  the  country  in 
for  very  considerable  expense.      It  was 
almost  impossible  to  obtain  details  of  the 
French    guns.       During    the     Chines 
Expedition,  the  French  were  so  jealou 
of  their  guns  that  they  placed  sen  trie 
about  them,  and  the  same  applied  to  th< 
manoeuvres  of  the  French  Army.      In 
this  matter  the  right  hon.   Gentlemaii 
Sir  Frederic  RascK 
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and  his  Department  had  shown  a  great 
deal  of  masterly  inactivity ;  and  a  con- 
siderable saving  had  been  effected  by  the 
delay. 

Mr.  HARWOOD  (Bolton)  said  he  rose 
to  call   attention   to  the   way  in  which 
the  War  Offiee  dealt  with  canteens.    His 
excuse  for  raising  that  matter  was  that 
it  was  of  much  more  importance  than 
would     be    thought     by     those     who 
did      not     understand      the      matter. 
The  canteen  system  had   a  great  deal 
to    do  with    the     physical     enjoyment 
and     -the     moral      welfare      of       the 
soldiers.    The  Government,  he  thought, 
quite  recognised   that.      He  recognised 
that  it  was  a  difficult  matter  to  deal  with, 
and  that  the  problem  had  not  yet  been 
satisfactorily   solved.     The    Government 
acknowledged  that  they  had  been  drifting 
in  the  wrong  direction  in  this  matter,  and 
all  who  had   studied   it  knew  that  the 
canteen  system  was  going  from  bad  to 
worse.     They  were  gradually  getting  into 
the  grip  of  the    monopolists    and    the 
soldiers'  welfare  suffered.     The  Govern- 
ment had  appointed  a  Committee,  but  he 
was   not  going   to    complain    that    the 
Government  had  not  adopted  its  recom- 
mendations.    What  he  aid  complain  of 
was  that  the  Government  had  abandoned 
the   whole   problem.      They   had   taken 
their  hands  off  the  oars  and  they  had  let 
the  boat  drift   on  to  the  cataract.       It 
would  have  been  far  better  if  they  had 
not  touched  the  matter  at  all,  because  the 
abuses  might  become  far  greater  now.     It 
was  a  thousand  pities  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  promised  to  do  something,  and 
then  with  cowardice  had  abandoned  the 
whole  matter.  He  wanted  the  Committee  to 
realise  what  a  very  important  matter  this 
was.  When  one  heard  of  a  canteen  he  was 
apt  to  think  of  it  as  a  low  drinking  place. 
But  it  was  very  much  more  than  that. 
It  was  not  a  place  which  a  soldier  might 
frequent   if  he   chose,    but    a   place   he 
must  frequent.      It   was  an   institution 
which    went  to  the   very   heart   of    his 
physical  welfare  and  his  daily  life.  It  was 
not  merely  a  drinking  place,  but  a  grocery 
stores.     It  was  the  shop  for  the  soldiers' 
wives,  and  in  many  places  it  was  the  only 
shop  they  could  frequent.     The  soldiers' 
wives  and   families  depended   on    these 
stores.      It    was    also    the    refreshment 
house   for   the  soldier.      Reference   had 
been  made  to  the   food  supplied  to  the 
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soldiers.  He  thought  the  Committee  did 
not  quite  realise  that  the  soldier  was 
bound  to  go  to  the  canteen  or  to  some- 
where else  for  some  of  his  food,  because 
the  food  that  was  allowed  him  was  not 
sufficient.  The  food  which  the  Govern- 
ment gave  the  soldier  was  barely  sum- 
cient  to  enable  him  to  continue  to  keep 
up  his  condition  ;  but  it  was  not  sufficient 
to  enable  him  to  build  up  his  condition 
from  the  age  of  eighteen.  They  not 
only  wanted  to  keep  the  soldier  going, 
but  they  wanted  to  build  him  up.  The 
canteens  were  to  the  soldiers  what  the 
44  tuck  shops  "  were  to  the  public  schools. 
He  did  not  want  to  create  disaffection 
against  the  Army  in  the  country ;  but 
the  Committee  would  be  surprised  to 
learn  that  the  food  supplied  to  soldiers 
was  lower  in  England  and  Scotland  than 
that  given  to  convicts  and  paupers. 
Last  of  all  they  realised  that  the 
soldier's  life  required  to  be  something 
more  than  it  had  been  in  the  past. 
They  realised  that  they  wanted  a  better 
class  of  men,  and  they  could  not  expect 
to  get  them  unless  they  could  afford 
them  some  social  amenities  in  the  shape 
of  clubs  and  places  to  which  they  could 
go  to  write  letters,  etc.  Therefore,  the 
canteen  should  be  the  germ  of  something 
much  better  than  a  regimental  institu- 
tion. 

How  were  these  canteens  managed  1 
They  were  managed  in  two  ways. 
There  was  the  regimental  system 
of  management  and  there  was  the  tenant 
system.  The  tenant  system  meant 
letting  out  the  canteen  to  some  large 
contractor  by  whom  a  lump  sum  was 
paid  at  the  rate  of,  so  much  per  head, 
which  amounted  to  £20  per  100 
men  per  month.  The  profits  thus 
derived  amounted  to  £1,400  a  year, 
which  was  more  than  £2  per  head.  By 
letting  out  these  canteens  to  contractors 
the  War  Office  gained  easiness  of 
management,  business  management, 
and  a  lump  sum  of  money  free  from 
anxiety  and  difficulty.  This  temptation 
was  too  much  for  Army  officers ;  it 
would  be  too  much  for  him  (Mr.  Har- 
wood)  and  the  result  bad.  But  more 
and  more  the  canteens  were  being  put 
under  the  tenant  system,  and,  if  the  thing 
went  on  as  now,  it  would  not  be  very 
long  before  practically  the  whole  of  the 
canteens  came  under  the  tenant  system. 


He  wanted  the  Committee  to  face  the  fact 
that  there  were  two  enormous  evils  apper 
taining  to  the  canteen  tenant  system. 
One  was  that  it  was  practically  amonopoly. 
This  business,  like  all  other  businesses, 
had  more  and  more  a  tendency  to  get 
into  the  hands  of  the  few,  and  it  was 
given  in  evidence  before  the  Committee 
that  two-thirds  of  the  canteens  under 
the  tenant  system  were  now  in  the 
hands  of  one  firm,  which  was  not  to  the 
advantage  of  the  soldiers.  He  had  seen 
a  letter  in  the  papers  that  day  from 
that  firm,  which  would  probably 
before  long  have  the  control  of  all  the 
canteens,  in  which  they  said — 

"  They  had  no  other  outlet  for  goods  a  little 
bit  out  of  condition  beyond  the  tenant 
canteens." 

That  was  a  large  firm  which  told 
the  Committee  they  had  a  large  general 
business.  But  the  soldier  was  to  be  put 
into  the  position  that  he  was  to  be 
at  the  mercy  of  a  large  monopolist  firm 
which  said  that  "  the  tenant  canteen  was 
the  only  outlet  for  goods  which  were  a 
little  out  of  condition."  They  knew 
what  a  little  out  of  condition  meant. 
He  (Mr.  Harwood)  stood  there  on  behalf 
of  the  soldier,  and  he  said  that  to  place  a 
soldier  in  that  position —first,  to  compel 
him  to  go  to  the  canteen,  and  then  to 
adopt  a  system  of  a  firm  of  monopoly 
capitalists  without  competition  was 
grossly  unfair  to  the  soldier. 

There  was  another  thing  which 
was  more  important.  It  was  acknow- 
ledged by  all  the  contractors  who 
had  had  to  do  with  this  business 
that  they  depended  for  their  profit  on  the 
sale  of  drink.  They  were  driven  to  give 
these  rebates,  amounting  to  as  much  as 
£20  per  100  men  per  month,  and 
they  made  it  almost  entirely  out  of 
the  sale  of  the  drink.  They  had  every 
motive  to  press  the  sale  of  drink, 
because  out  of  that  alone  could  they 
make  the  rebate  which  they  had  to  pay. 
It  was  grossly  unfair  to  the  Army  that 
the  soldiers  should  be  brought  into 
contact  with  such  a  system  as  that. 
Witness  after  witness  before  the  Com- 
mittee stated  that  young  recruits  were 
great  eaters  ;  that  they  learned  to  drink 
afterwards.  When  they  took  young  men 
at  an  age  when  their  characters  and 
habits  were  unformed,  the  authorities 
I  took  a  moral  obligation  upon  themselves. 
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They  were  bound  to  take  all  the  pre- 1 
cautions  they  could  to  prevent  these 
young  men  being  subjected  to  tempta- 
tions which  they  tht  mselves  would  not 
allow  their  own  children  to  undergo. 
What  had  the  Government  done  in  this  I 
matter?  He  admitted  they  had  many 
good  intentions  which,  however,  he 
feared  only  went  to  pave  that  road  they , 
were  all  told  to  avoid.  He  feared  the  I 
Secretary  of  State  was  not  the  Hercules 
to  clean  this  Augean  stable,  because  in 
the  Army  Order  issued  in  June  this, 
year,  although  he  said  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  canteens  should  be 
delegated  to  officers  commanding  the 
Army  Corps,  he  further  stated  that 
they  might  be  conducted  either  on  the 
regimental  or  tenant  principle.  What  an 
absurdity  it  was  to  give  a  choice  of  these 
two  systems  when  everyone  knew  what 
the  result  would  be.  Except  an 
officer  had  a  passion  to  become  an 
amateur  grocer  he  would  not  undertake 
a  job  of  this  kind.  They  would  hand 
it  over  to  a  tenant  who  would  guarantee 
a  lump  sum.  They  would  hand  it  over 
to  the  tenant  monopolist.  They  would 
retain  no  command  at  all  except  over 
the  rebate.  The  soldiers  might  very  well 
ask  what  because  of  that  sum  of  money, 
which  amounted  to  over  £250,000  a 
year.  Some  of  the  older  officers  had 
pointed  out  what  might  be  done  with 
it.  Lord  Roberts  in  India,  and  Lord 
Kitchener  in  Egypt,  had  both  set  an 
example.  Both  those  officers  gave  evi- 
dence before  the  Committee  that  the 
build  in  gs  of  the  canteens  were  a  disgrace 
and  that  no  one  could  expect  civilised 
soldiers  to  go  to  such  places,  and  that 
they  ought  to  be  put  into  good  order. 
Here  they  had  a  great  fund  for  that 
purpose,  and  both  those  officers  recom- 
mended that  it  should  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  rebuilding  the  canteens.  But 
the  War  Office  said — "Oh  no,  you  must 
not  do  that." 

He  appealed  to  the  Government 
to  have  some  courage  in  this  matter  if 
they  had  none  in  any  other.  He  appealed 
to  them  to  regard  the  possibilities. 
The  tenant  system  was  the  system  in 
the  Army  up  to  1856,  when 
those  who  knew  what  occurred  pointed 
out  that  the  soldiers  were  not  treated 
fairly,  and  this  House  gave  up  £26,000 
a  year  canteen  pay  on  the  condition  that 

Mr.  Harwood. 
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the  tenant  system  should  not  be  longer 
tolerated  on  account  of  its  evils.  The 
Government  now  pocketed  the  £26,000 
a  year  and  allowed  the  tenant  system  to 
continue.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
must  not  disguise  from  himself  this  fact — 
thatwhathewasgoingtodobythis  Army 
Order  was  to  put  all  the  canteens  into  the 
hands  of  one  firm,  the  name  of  which 
was  well  known  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. Nodoubttherewould  benominal 
contractors,  but  it  would  be  a  syndicate, 
and  under  that  syndicate  the  private 
soldier  would  be  robbed  and  demoralised. 
That  was  the  natural  conclusion  arrived 
at  from  the  facts.  He  was  not  a  tee- 
totaller and  would  give  every  facility  to 
the  men  to  get  what  they  wanted  so  long 
as  it  was  not  abused.  But  the  Com- 
mittee had  a  great  obligation  to  see  that 
these  men  were  surrounded  with  as 
good  conditions  as  possible  fcr  the 
benefit  of  their  moral  and  physical 
welfare.  When  spoken  to  by  parents- 
who  desired  their  sons  to  enter  the 
Army  he,  and  he  had  no  doubt  other  hon. 
Members  had  done  the  same,  had  been 
obliged  to  advise  them  not  to  subject 
their  sons  to  these  temptations.  He 
wanted  to  see  the  Army  like  the  army 
of  Rome  in  its  best  days,  an  honorable 
career  to  which  fathers  and  mothers  were 
proud  to  send  their  sons.  But  that  could 
not  be  so  until  the  canteen  system  was 
put  on  a  proper  basis;  until  the  Army 
was  purined  from  the  temptation  of 
drink  and  the  temptation  of  immorality. 

♦Mr.  LLEWELLYN  (Somersetshire,  N.) 
did  not  know  the  source  from  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bolton  derived  his 
information,  but,  going  by  his  own  ex- 
perience, he  thought  the  picture  drawn 
by  the  hon.  Member  was  very  wide  of 
the  fact.  The  system  referred  to,  if 
not  carefully  watched,  was  undoubtedly 
open  to  abuse.  But  it  was  most 
carefully  watched,  and  he  believed 
that  in  every  regiment  where  a  choice 
could  be  made  between  a  regimental 
canteen  and  one  provided  by  a  contractor  > 
the  commanding  officer  would  be  only 
too  glad  to  have  his  own  canteen.  The 
life  of  a  soldier  was  very  different  now 
compared  with  a  few  years  back.  There 
were  many  places  other  than  the  canteen 
in  which  the  soldiers  could  get  their 
enjoyment  — ins  itutes,      reading-room?. 
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and  so  forth,  to  all  of  which  the  men 
had  access,  and  of  which  they  readily 
availed  themselves.  Another  matter  to 
which  he  desired  to  refer  was  the  obliga- 
tion recently  imposed  upon  recruits  to 
produce  a  written  character.  Nobody 
wanted  bad  characters  in  the  Army ;  they 
upset  the  regiments  and  everybody  who 
had  to  do  with  them;  but  at  the  same  time, 
if  this  rule  were  rigidly  adhered  to  the 
country  would  lose  the  services  of  many 
good  young  fellows  who  would  make  ex- 
cellent soldiers.  He  understood  that  the 
rule  was  not  working  altogether  satisfac- 
torily. Many  well-behaved  young  fellows 
lost  their  character  for  the  moment  by  a 
slight  slip  or  a  small  offence,  but  under 
this  regulation  ihey  had  all  to  be 
rejected  if  they  endeavoured  to  enlist. 
By  all  means  let  really  bad  characters  be 
kept  out  of  the  Army,  but  let  the  matter 
be  done  in  a  practical  and  not  a  senti- 
mental way. 

Mb.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  desired 
to  call  attention  to  a  matter  affect- 
ing the  morale  of  the  whole  Army.  He 
did  not  intend  to  refer  to  the  system  of 
*' ragging"  generally,  but  to  one 
particular  case  which  was  more 
serious  than  the  ordinary  instances  with 
which  the  Committee  were  familiar,  in- 
asmuch as  the  victim  was  not  a  brother 
officer,  but  a  civilian.  The  Cape 
"  nigging  "  case.  to  which  he  referred, 
had  been  condemned  by  every  in- 
dependent journal  in  the  Empire.  Even 
such  papers  as  Tfie  Times  and  the  Daily 
Telegraph  had  to  take  refuge  in  silence ; 
the  case  wa<  too  strong  for  them  to 
attempt  any  defence.  He  would  bring 
the  matter  to  issue  by  basing  his 
observations  on  a  reply  given  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  immediately 
after  the  verdict  in  the  case,  viz. : — 

"  No  further  action  will  be  taken  by  the  War 
Office  in  respect  to  these  officers  ;  they  have 
been  tried  and  acquitted  on  the  charges  ad- 
vanced by  Mr.  Stanford  subsequently  to  the 
ve.dict  of  the  civil  Couit,  and  it  would  not  be 
in  accordance  with  justice  or  precedent  to  go 
back  on  other  charges  for  which  compensation 
has  been  paid  in  a  civil  Court,  and  since  which 
the  officers  have  been  re-employed  in  the 
field." 

He  desired  to  traverse  all  the  state- 
ments contained  in  that  reply.  What 
were  the  admissions  made  by  these 
otiioers  ?    That  Mr.  Stanford  was  a  man 


with  whom  they  had  been  on  terms  of 
social  intimacy  ;  that  this  "  ragging  " 
incident  was  not  a  freak  undertaken  on 
the  spur  of  the  moment,  but  a  deliberate 
action ;  that  Mr.  Stanford  was  stripped 
to  his  shirt ;  that  he  was  placed  on  a 
table  in  a  public  room  and  photographed 
in  a  degrading  position  to  make  him 
look  ridiculous ;  that  he  was  taken  out 
in  public  view  and  ducked  in  a  fountain  y 
that  they  cut  off  part  of  his  hair  and 
moustache ;  that  he  was  rapped  with  a 
cane  until  he  signed  a  document 
exonerating  the  officers;  that  two  of 
the  officers  gave  to  their  commanding 
officer  false  accounts  of  the  transaction  -r 
and  that  they  instructed  their  solicitor 
to  inform  Mr.  Stanford's  solicitor  that 
the  whole  affair  was  a  farce  which 
nobody  enjoyed  more  than  Stanford 
himself,  and  that  providentially  they 
had  this  document  which  exonerated 
them.  Yet,  after  that,  they  submitted  to- 
a  verdict  of  £1,500  against  them 
and  £2,000  costs  rather  than  have 
the  matter  brought  into  Court. 
Those  facts  were  all  taken  practically 
from  their  very  words  in  the  witness 
box. 

There  was  another  thing  that  would! 
appeal  to  every  man  who  possessed 
a  spark  of  manly  feeling.  Stanford 
said  it  was  a  cowardly  thing  for  ten 
men  to  set  on  one,  and  he  offered  to 
fight  any  three  of  them,  and  he  pro- 
tested against  the  outrage.  Much 
obloquy  had  been  cast  upon  the  gentle- 
men who  formed  the  Court-martial,  but 
he  did  not  think  it  was  sound  because 
they  found  that  the  graver  charges  were 
not  proved.  He  had  looked  into  the 
matter  most  carefully,  because  he  enter- 
tained some  doubt  as  to  whether  this 
was  a  proper  question  to  bring  forward, 
and  he  might  say  that  he  had  consulted 
several  authorities  on  constitutional  evi- 
dence, and  they  had  told  him  that  since 
the  time  of  Mr.  Cardwell  the  War 
Minister  was  directly  responsible  to  the 
House  for  all  acts  of  discipline.  There- 
fore, Lord  Roberts  must  consider  whether 
these  men,  who  had  no  respect  for  them- 
selves or  their  profession,  who  had  acted 
with  calculated  rowdyism  and  deliberate 
brutality  to  a  poor,  defenceless  man, 
who  lied  to  their  superior  officer,  should 
retain  the  commission  of  theKing  and 
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still  be  regarded  as  officers  of  the  Army. 
Lord  Roberts  must  consider  whether  the 
admissions  made  by  these  gentlemen 
-were  compatible  with  the  character  of 
British  officers,  and  whether  there  ought 
to  be  such  a  wide  contrast  between  mili- 
tary and  civilian  standard  of  behaviour. 
The  honour  of  the  Armv  was  the  honour  I 
•of  the  nation  at  large,  and  discredit  upon 
the  Armv  was  a  reflection  upon  the 
•character  of  the  nation  to  which  that 
Army  belonged.  Mr.  Gill,  the  counsel 
ior  these  men,  argued  to  get  them  the 
benefit  of  the  doubt  upon  the  charge  of 
indecency.  He  said  that  Stanford  might 
have  been  subjected  to  a  mock  Court- 
martial,  roughly  handled,  assaulted,  put 
into  the  fountain,  but  all  those  matters 
would  not  justify  the  Court-martial  in 
bringing  home  the  charge  of  indecency 
to  the  prisoners.  That  might  be  so, 
but  those  facts  would  justify  Lord 
Roberts  in  saying  that  if  the  British 
Army  was  to  consist  of  men  of  honour 
t  hose  men  should  not  stay  in  it.  He 
did  not  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
dealt  with  him  quite  fairly  or  courteously 
in  regard  to  the  Question  he  put  that 
afternoon.  On  the  eve  of  this  Court- 
martial  when  these  gentlemen  were 
under  arrest  they  gave  their  word  of 
honour  not  to  appear  in  public  places, 
but  'nevertheless  two  of  them  appeared 
at 'Ascot  on  the  eve  of  the  Court-martial. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  the 
Commander-in-Chief  had  taken  disci- 
plinary action  in  the  matter,  but  he 
declined  to^give  the  names  of  the  officers 
concerned.  One  of  those  officers  was 
Captain  Williams,  who  presided  over  the 
mock  Court-martial  in  Cape  Town. 
What  disciplinary  action  had  been 
placed  upon  him  who,  he  believed,  was 
one  of  those  who  went  to  Ascot  contrary 
to  the  King's  regulations.  Only  in 
yesterday's  Gazette  he  noticed  that 
Captain  Williams  was  promoted  to  be  a 
major. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  mistaken  about  Captain  Williams  being 
at  Ascot. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  asked  why 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  told 
him  so  at  once.  He  wished  to  know  if 
he  was  mistaken  in  regard  to  the 
Captain  Williams  whose  name  appeared 

Mr.  Swift  MacNeill 


in  the  Gazette  as  having  been  promoted. 
He  took  it  that  that  was  true.  There- 
fore this  officer  did  not  care  much  about 
disciplinary  action.  Captain  Williams 
was  rather  worse  than  the  others.  He 
had  not  the  excuse  of  youth,  for  he  was 
thirty-five  years  of  age.  He  instituted 
the  Court-martial,  presided  over  it,  and 
took  the  photograph.  [A  laugh.]  He 
did  not  think  such  brutality  was  a  matter 
for  laughter.  [Renewed  Ministerial 
laughter.]  This  question  ought  not  to 
be  a  laughing  matter,  and  he  was  quite 
serious.  He  should  like  to  know  how 
any  hon.  Member  would  like  ten  men  to 
set  upon  him.  The  Major  Williams  who 
had  just  been  promoted  to  be  a  field  officer 
was  the  gentleman  who  drew  up  the 
paper  that  Stanford  signed,  and  which 
it  was  said  he  signed  voluntarily.  It  was 
this  officer  who  said  that  in  order  to 
overcome  Stanford's  objection  to  signing 
the  document  that  half  his  moustache 
was  cut  off.  Counsel  put  to  this  officer 
the  following  questions — 

"Yon  have  said  that  drink  was  not  forced 
down  Stanford's  throat  in  order  to  revive  him. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  was  smoke  blown  up  hi s 
nose  ? — Possibly  smoke  was  blown  in  his  face. 

"  For  the  purpose  of  insulting  him  ? — Yes. 

"  Was  he  before  this  paper  was  signed  beaten 
with  a  stick  ? — Not  beaten.  I  saw  him  rapped 
with  a  cane. 

"  You  said  in  your  statement  to  the  com- 
manding officer,  '  he  was  not  beaten  or  any 
violence  used.  He  signed  this  paper  volun- 
I  tarily,  and  he  was  told  that  he  might  go  when  he 
I  had  done  so  ? ' — He  was  not  beaten  with  a 
I  stick.  He  was  rapped  with  a  cane,  but  in  no 
I  sense  hurt. 

"  Is  that  what  you  call  signing  a  paper  vol- 
untarily'--Perhaps  I  ought  not  to  nave  used 
the  expression.  His  hands  were  not  guided. 
My  object  wai  to  show  the  Secretary  of  State 
that  Stanford  was  not  speaking  the  truth." 

Then  came  Captain  Hayes,  of  the  3rd 
Dragoon  Guards,  who  was  cross-examined, 
and  said — 

"  He  knew  Mr.  Barclay,  of  Johannesburg. 
That  gentleman  was  present  at  the  mock 
Court-martial  as  a  spectator.  Before  Stanford 
signed  the  paper  which  had  been  put  in,  he  was 
not  subjected  to  various  acts  of  violence,  but 
half  his  moustache  was  cut  off,  as  well  as 
patches  of  hair  from  his  head.  The  witness 
did  not  see  him  rapped  with  a  cane. " 

In  reply  to  the  (letter  from  Stanford's 
solicitors  claiming  damages  this  witness's 
solicitor  wrote  that  the  whole  affair  was 
a  bit  of  fun  in  which  none  joined  more 
| heartily  than  Mr.  Stanford,  who  as  a 
further  proof  of  his  concurrence  joined  in 
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the  signing  of  the  verdict  of  the  sham 
Court-martial.  This  document  was  after- 
wards found  on  the  floor  and  brought 
forward  as  Stanford's  confession.  In 
the  light  of  the  evidence  which  came 
out  at  the  Court-martial  the  ordinary 
"  hooligans  "  became  respectable  people. 

He  did  not  know  any  of  these  men,  and 
he  had  no  personal  feeling  whatever 
with  reference  to  them.  He  thought 
Lieutenant  Prior  by  his  conduct  had 
placed  himself  out  of  Court.  The  hon. 
Member  trusted  that  after  such  acts  as 
that  officer  was  proved  to  have  done,  no 
Court-martial  of  honourable  men  in  this 
country  would  ever  give  back  his  sword 
to  any  officer  when  they  could  not  give 
him  back  his  honour. 

He  sometimes  thought  there  was  a 
public  opinion  in  the  House  of  Commons 
somewhat  different  from  the  public 
opinion  outside,  and  he  desired  to 
remind  hon.  Members  of  the  comments 
which  had  been  made  on  the  subject 
of  these  disclosures  in  the  Press.  In 
one  journal  the  suggestion  was  made 
that  the  charge  was  so  drawn  that  the 
acoused  officers  might  be  acquitted.  He 
would  quote  certain  journals  which  were 
not  particulaily  favourable  to  his  col- 
leagues, and  which  had  treated  him  with 
no  great  courtesy.  Here  was  what  the 
World  said — 

"  The  Court-martial  at  Wellington  Baracks 
throws  disagreeable  light  upon  the  character 
of  the  men  who  may  uossiuly  at  no  distant 
time  hold  high  posts  in  the  Army.  The  powers 
of  favouritism  and  of  social  influence  which 
have  placed  them  where  they  are,  will  pro- 
hably  help  them  to  rise  over  the  heads  of  men 
who  have  no  other  qualifications  than  those  of 
brains,  of  industry,  of  love  of  their  profession. 
The  seven  men  who  have  been  acquitted, 
though  by  a  nice  and  significant  distinction 
not  'honourably*  acquitted  according  to  the 
u*ual  phraseology,  of  conduct  unbecoming 
officers  and  gentlemen,  will  go  l>ack  to  their 
respective  regiments.  How  will  they  be  re- 
ceived there  by  their  comrades  ?  As  heroes 
emerging  from"  unmerited  obloquy,  or  as 
culprits  who  have  got  otV  more  easily  than 
could  have  l»eeii  expected?  What  will  be 
their  influence  over  the  non  commissioned 
officers  and  men?  Lord  Kitchener  has  been 
obliged  to  promulgate  an  order  denouncing  the 
conduct  ot  soldiers  in  India  who  maltreat 
natives,  which  he  requires  to  be  read  periodi- 
cally before  the  men  by  their  officers.  The 
deterioration  of  the  manners  of  the  rank  and 
file-  probably  but  reflects  that  of  too  many 
officers.'* 

That  was  the  testimony  of  a  Conserva- 
tive Journal.     He  would  read  two  letters 


which  had  appeared  in  the  Daily  Mail- 
In  a  letter  signed  "  Civilis  "  the  writer 
said — 

"  When  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kinloch  was 
cashiered  for  permitting  •  ragging  '  Mr» 
Brodrick  established  for  the  War  Office  the 
principle  of  condemning  a  man  out  of  his 
own  mouth  without  trial.  Why  should  that 
principle  not  be  put  in  force  all  round  ?  Is  the 
verdict  of  the  '  mock  Court-martial '  which 
acquitted  them  to  be  regarded  as  of  more 
value  than  their  own  confessions  on  oath  ?  We 
are  periodically  shocked  at  the  ruffianly  con- 
duct of  German  officers  towards  civilians.  If 
Mr.  Brodrick  brands  these '  raggers '  as  gentle- 
men and  retains  them  as  officers,  what  pro- 
tection can  civilians  expect  against  cads  in 
uniform?  What  would  have  been  their  fate 
think  you  at  any  Police  Court  in  London  ?  " 

In  the  other  letter  this  was  what  an 
"Australian  officer"  said — 

"  Not  the  least  scandalous  fact  in  connection 
with  the  ( ragging*  Court-martial  is  that  the 
indictment  was  so  drawn  by  the  War  Office 
as  to  render  an  acquittal  certain.  It  would  be 
interesting  to  know  who  was  responsible  for 
the  preparation  of  the  papers,  and  how  it 
came  about  that,  as  I  am  informed  was  the 
case,  insufficient  time  was  given  to  the  Treasury 
to  go  into  the  case.  As  a  Colonial,  I  deeply 
deplore  the  effect  which  this  disastrous  verdict 
is  likely  to  have  in  the  colonies.  The 
Australian  papers  have  for  months  been  full 
of  jibes  against  the  British  Army  and  the 
manner  in  which  justice  is  administered  in  it. 
This  affair  will  add  fuel  to  the  flames  of  resent- 
ment and  deepen  the  bitterness  against  the 
British  officer.  It  is  cruel  injustice  to  the 
thousands  of  upright  and  hard-working  officers 
iu  our  Army  to  find  the  conduct  of  such  men 
as  the  seven  prisoners  in  the  *  ragging * 
scandal  placidly  approved  by  a  Court  of 
officers." 

On  1st  July  the  Daily  Mail  contained 
the  following  paragraph — 

'•  Four  Hampshire  yokels  were  charged  at 
Winchester  Assizes  yesterday  with  an  offence 
which  the  defending  counsel  observed  would 
in  other  circles  be  descrilied  *  ragging,'  an  ex- 
planation which  was  received  with  laughter 
from  the  public  and  from  the  Junior  Bar, 
which  included  Mr.  Brodrick,  a  relative  of  the 
War  Minister.  The  'ragging'  aspect  of  the 
case  was  heightened  by  the  presence  of  a 
number  of  other  yokels  at  the  time  of  the 
attack.  It  appears  that  a  married  man  went 
courting  a  girl  in  another  village  and  the 
villagers,  apparently  inspired  by  military 
examples,  decided  to  execute  the  punishment 
they  thought  fit  upon  the  social  offender. 
They  waited  until  he  had  bidden  the  young 
woman  *  good-night,'  and  then  caught  him 
outside  the  village,  knocked  him  down,  dragged 
him  along  the  road  for  a  hundred  yards,  threw 
him  into  a  ditch  (where  one  of  them  jumped 
upon  him)  and  then  pulled  him  out  and  threw 
him  like  a  bundle  over  a  hedge.     The  four 

Srisoners  pleaded  guilty  to  assault,  and   Mr. 
ustice   Laurence,   observing    that   the   worst 
feature  was  that  several  of  them  set  upon 
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one  man  at  the  same  time,  sent  the  two 
elder,  aged  twenty-six,  to  prison  for  six  weeks, 
and  the  two  younger,  aged  nineteen,  for  a 
month." 


The  Army  and  Navy  Gazette  said — 

"To  the  practised  mind  the  verdict  falls 
short  of  fall  acquittal.  The  Court  is  satisfied 
that  the  prisoners  were  not  guilty  of  the 
charges  preferred,  and  so  certified  their  opinion 
that  they  guardedly  and  significantly  abstained 
from  using  the  well-known  expression  •  and  do 
honourably  acquit  them  of  the  same.'  This  is 
very  much  what  obtains  in  the  Scottish  Courts 
when  a  verdict  of  '  not  proven  '  is  given,  and 
with  the  same  somewhat  lame  conclusion  the 
seven  incriminated  officers  must  rest  satisfied." 


The  Broad    Arrow    spoke    still  more 
strongly  on  the  subject. 

He    asked    the    Secretary   of     State 
for  War  a   Question    a  few  days   ago 
with    reference    to    the    imprisonment 
of  a  Boer  officer  at  Trichinopoly.    The 
right  hon.   Gentleman    was    not    there, 
but    his    substitute    gave    an    answer 
in  that  breezy   manner    which    always 
suggested  "  On  Stanley,  on  ! "  that  this 
man  had  been  imprisoned    for    fifteen 
months  with  hard  labour  for  complicity 
in  disturbance  among  the  prisoners  of 
war  in  camp.     As  the  Committee  knew 
this  matter  was  brought,  or  rather  came, 
before   the   civil   Courts.     Mr.   Stanford 
issued  writs  against  these  gentlemen  who, 
did  all  in  their  power  to  avoid  service 
of  the  writs.     An  effort  was  made  not  to 
allow  evidence  to  be  taken  on  commission, 
and  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Schreiner, 
a  former  Premier  of  the  Colony,  that  a 
commission  to  ascertain  evidence  should 
be  issued.     One  witness  swore  that  the 
defendants  had  boasted  to  him  that  the 
trial     would    never    come    off,    because 
martial  law  was  supreme,  and  that  Lord 
Kitchener  would  never  let  it  come  into 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  that  they  would 
snap  their  fingers  at  the  Supreme  Court. 
Colonel   Cooper's  evidence   was   that  he 
himself  was  staying  at  the  Nelson  Hotel, 
which  was  his  usual   residence ;  that  he 
was  military  governor  of  the  Cape  Town 
district,  and  that  he  had  everyone  in  his 
power.     He  said  that  the  night  after  the 
dance     he    had     been     informed     that 
Stanford  had  been  ducked  in  the  foun- 
tain.    He  made  inquiries  and  found  that 
no  complaint  had  been  made  to  the  police 
alwut     the     matter.       Then    on    cross- 
examination  Colonel  Cooper  said  that  he 
did  not  report  the  matter  officially.     He 
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left  Cape  Town  on  the  lUh  April,  and 
no  papers  had  been  forwarded  to  him 
with  reference  to  the  case.  He  had  seen 
a  notice  of  the  proceedings  in  the  public 
press.  On  9th  November  he  reported  the 
fasts  to  the  authorities.  In  that  report 
Colonel  Cooper  said  that  he  thought 
Stanford  had  probably  brought  on  him- 
self whatever  treatment  he  had  received. 
The  commanding  officer  desired  to 
hush  up  the  conduct  of  these  young 
men  to  Stanford.  How  was  that  to 
promote  good  feeling  between  theiolonists 
and  the  mother  country  1  These  occur- 
rences took  place  between  11  o'clock  on 
Christmas  eve  and  6  o'clock  on  Christmas 
morning. 

Now  while  this  orgie  was  going 
on  in  Cape  Town,  and  these  atrocities 
were  being  committed  by  these  officers, 
nearly  all  of  whom  had  been  mentioned 
in  despatches,  what  was  going  on  in  the 
Transvaal  ?  At  two  o'clock  on  Christmas 
morning  a  Yeomanry  camp  of  four  com- 
panies on  a  high  kopje  at  Treifontein  was 
successfully  rushed  by  De  Wet  with  an 
overwhelming  force.  Six  officers  (including 
Major  Williams  in  temporary  command) 
and  fifty  men  were  killed  and  about  the 
same  number  wounded,  and  about  200 
British  prisoners  were  taken,  but  some  re- 
turned. What  a  contrast  between  the 
shame  of  the  orgie  at  Cape  Town  and  the 
heroism  of  the  kopje  !  It  could  not  have 
existed  in  any  administration  except  that 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman — an  adminis- 
tration which  had  been  one  tornado  of 
scandals  and  blunders.  The  editor  of  the 
Broad  Arrow  began  a  leading  article  by 
saying 

"It  is  idle  to  suppose  that  a  scandal  which 
was  common  talk  at  the  Cape  was  a  hidden 
mystery  to  the  authorities  at  Pall  Mall." 

The  head  of  the  War  Office  did 
not  wish  to  know  anything  about 
it.  Having  obtained  information  from 
a  gentleman  whose  name  if  mentioned 
would,  from  his  antecedents,  command 
the  highest  respect,  be  on  the  Cth  of 
August,  1902,  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man if  he  would  make  further  inquiry  and 
offered  to  give  him  fuller  details.  What 
was  the  right  hon. Gentleman  laughing  at  ? 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  ought  to  be 
very  much  ashamed  of  himself.  This 
was  not  a  matter  for  laughter.  On  the 
6th  of  August  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
gave  an  answer  which  showed  his  horrid 
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callousness  in  reference  to  the  duties  of 
hi3  office.     He  said — 

**  I  will  make  no  inquiry  about  it.  Lord 
Kitchener  was  there  ana  I  have  full  confidence 
in  Lord  Kitchener." 

Then  he  remarked  that  Lord 
'Kitchener  was  in  this  country,  and 
would  the  right  hon.  gentleman  not  in- 
quire from  him,  whereupon  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  his  forcibly  feeble  manner 
said  "  No,  Sir  ; "  and  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
behind  him  cheered.  He  very  rarely 
looked  up  to  the  Peers  Gallery,  but  on 
the  very  next  day  he  happened  to  glance 
lip  at  that  Gallery  and  saw  Lord  Kit- 
chener sitting  there,  whereupon  he  gave 
Lord  Kitchener  the  full  details  of  this 
occurrence  and  having  done  so  he  walked 
across  the  floor  of  the  House,  and  handed 
the  Papers  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
He  believed  Lord  Kitchener  had  never 
beard  of  that  transaction  except  what  his 
Lordship  had  heard  from  him,  during 
bis  almost  providential  appearance  in  the 
Gallery,  that  night.  He  had  left  outside 
altogether  the  charges  of  indecency,  and 
he  had  proved  that  on  the  admission  of 
the  officers  themselves  they  were  not  fit 
persons  to  remain  in  the  Army.  Now  he 
.came  to  the  charge  of  indecency. 
(Interruptions.]  This  matter  would  not 
be  hushed  up.  Mr.  Avory  was  the 
counsel  for  the  Treasury  at  the  Court- 
martial,  and  in  his  summing  up  speech 
made  the  astonishing,  the  amazing,  state- 
ment which  would  take  every  lawyer's 
breath  away.  [Ironical  laughter.]  Yes, 
anyone  who  knew  the  facts.  Mr.  Avory 
said — 

"  The  Treasury  was  not  responsible  for  the 
form  of  the  charge  which  was  settled  before  it 
came  into  his  hands.  And,  speaking  for 
himself,  he  was  not  prepared  for  one  moment 
to  admit  that  conduct  such  as  had  been  de- 
scribed in  the  case  might  not  constitute  dis- 
graceful conduct  unbecoming  an  officer  and 
a  gentleman  within  the  meaning  of  the 
16th  Section  of  the  Army  Act.  Conduct  such 
as  had  l>een  described  was  most  certainly 
calculated  to  bring  contempt  upon  the  red  coat, 
and  everything  that  was  calculated  to  do  that 
was  certainly  conduct  which  was  calculated  to 
bring  disgrace  on  the  Service.  But  as  the  charge 
was  drawn  up  and  placed  befoie  the  Court, 
he  admitted  that  the  Court  must  find  under 
it  some  kind  of  indecency  amounting  to  scanda- 
lous conduct " 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the 
clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  this  evening. 


Army  Estimates. 
EVENING  SITTING. 


942 


Gas  and  Water  Confirmation  Bill 
[Lords];  Read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted. 

SUPPLY  [17th  ALLOTTED]  DAY. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

ARMY  ESTIMATES,  1903-4. 
Motiom  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £331,500, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray 
the  charge  for  salaries  and  miscellaneous 
charges  of  the  War  Office,  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1904. 

Whereupon  Motion  made,  and  Ques- 
tion proposed,  "That  Item  A  (Salaries) 
be  reduced  by  £100,  in  respect  of  the 
salary  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War.' ' 
— (Mr.  Pirie.) 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL,  continuing 
his  speech,  said  the  War  Office  framed 
a  charge  of  indecency  in  order  to  obtain 
an  acquittal.  On  5th  May  the  War 
Office  telegraphed  to  the  Officer  Com- 
manding in  South  Africa  to  know 
whether  Mr.  Barclay  would  come  over 
and  give  evidence,  and  on  6th  May  they 
received  a  telegram  from  the  Commander 
in  South  Africa  stating  that  he  would 
not.  They  knew  that  a  charge  of  that 
kind  could  not  be  sustained  without 
corroborative  evidence,  and  yet  they 
handed  that  charge  to  the  Treasury  on 
17th  May,  the  day  after  they  knew 
that  Mr.  Barclay,  who  could  give  cor- 
roborative evidence,  was  not  coming 
from  Johannesburg.  The  consequence 
was  that  a  sham  Court-rnartia!  was  held, 
and  the  men  were  acquitted,  not  honour- 
ably, but  owing  to  a  deficiency  of  evi- 
dence. The  War  Office  had  in  their 
possession  at  that  time  the  evidence  he 
should  now  produce.  The  War  Office 
framed  the  indictment  under  Section  16 
of  the  Army  Act,  and  drew  it  with  the 
object   of  securing   an  acquittal.      Had 
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they  proceeded,  as  he  suggested  they 
ought  to  have  done,  under  Section  14, 
there  must  have  been  a  conviction  on 
the  admissions  made  by  the  officers  them- 
selves before  the  Court  martial.  He  had 
the  whole  of  the  evidence  given  in  the 
civil  trial  at  Cape  Town,  and  also  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Barclay  taken  on  com- 
mission in  Johannesburg.  Mr.  Barclay 
was  present  at  the  mock  Court-martial, 
and  was  a  witness,  not  for  Mr.  Stanford, 
but  for  the  incriminated  officers.  He 
would  not  read  the  whole  of  the  evidence 
for  the  sake  of  the  morality  of  the  people, 
but  he  would  show  that  there  had  been 
abominable  ml- conduct,  and  the  War 
Office  had  shielded  these  men  because  of 
their  social  influence.  The  hon.  Member 
proceeded  to  quote  portions  of  the  evi- 
denoe  taken  on  commission,  and  at  one 
point  declared  that  he  would  not  read 
a  certain  question  and  answer,  because 
•*  in  all  the  literature  of  obscenity  ^he 
had  never  met  its  equal/" 

Mr.  BRODRICK,  interrupting,  asked 
the  hon.  Member  if  it  was  desirable  to 
further  deal  with  a  statement  which  he 
admitted  he  could  not  read  out  to  the 
House,  or  which,  at  least,  it  was  un- 
desirable to  read  out  to  the  House. 
Could  not  the  hon.  Member  give  them  a 
brief  rewrite  of  the  proceedings,  and  then 
say  what  he  wished  to  say  1 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  said  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  too  clever  by 
half.  He  would  do  nothing  of  the  kind 
suggested  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  thought  he 
could  destroy  debate  in  that  House,  he 
was  greatly  mistaken,  and  he  should  do 
what  he  intended  to  do,  even  if  he  were 
dragged  out  of  the  House.  He  should 
not  follow  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
example  of  seven  years  ago,  when  he  got 
the  galleries  cleared  and  told  a  story  of 
horrible  indecency  in  order  to  destroy  a 
doctor  in  the  Army.  The  doctor  was  in 
a  humble  position,  but  now  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  endeavouring  to 
shield  these  people  because  they  had 
some  social  position.  That  House,  despite 
the  efforts  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  of  his  companions,  was  still  a  place 
of  freedom  of  speech  and  debate.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  were  not  so  great 
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a  man,  he  should  say  it  was  really 
rather  curious  that  he  should  attempt  to 
deny  him — 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  I  rise  to  order. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACXEILL :  I  will  not 
yield  to  you. 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  I  rise  to  order.  I 
made  no  suggestion 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL :  There  is 
no  point  of  order,  and  I  will  not  yield. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order!  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  entitled  to  state 
his  point  of  order. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  My  point  is  this. 
Is  the  hon.  Gentleman  in  order  in  occupy- 
ing  the  House  with  this  long  explanation 
of  what  he  believes  me  to  have  said  and 
done^on  an  occasion  some  seven  years  ago  t 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL :  That  is  no 
point  of  order. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order!  It 
is  a  point  of  order.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  right  in  asking  whether 
what  the  hon.  Member  is  saying  is  rele- 
vant or  not. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  point  I  desire  to 
submit  is  this.  iThe  hon.  Member  is  reading 
at  great  length  from  a  document  and  com- 
menting upon  it.  If  he  is  in  order  in 
doing  that,  on  which  I  wish  for  your 
ruling,  I  desire  to  ask  if  the  hon.  Member 
is  in  order,  after  a  very  long  speech,  in. 
taking  up  the  time  of  the  House  in 
explaining  to  the  House  what  he  believes 
me  to  have  said  and  done  on  a  previous 
occasion. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  ^Kerry,  N.) :  You  do  not 
like  to  hear  too  much  of  the  truth. 

♦Mr.  CHAIRMAN  :  I  think  the  latter 
part  of  the  hon.  Member's  observations 
was  certainly  not  relevant.  The 
hon.  Member  is  entitled  to  occupy  the 
time  of  the  House,  but  there  are  certain 
limits  to  the  patience  of  the  Committee 
— [Ministerial  cheers]— and  1  hope 
the  hon.  Member,  who  has  already 
occupied  an  hour  and  a  half,  will  en- 
deavour to  bring  his  remarks  to  a 
conclusion. 
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Mb.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  said  he  was  1 
perfectly  in  order  and  was  perfectly 
within  his  right  in  exposing  a  great 
-scandal  in  that  House.  The  Govern- 
ment had  no  power  over  the  House 
-except  by  their  closure,  and  let  them 
use  that  if  they  liked  to  prevent  him 
from  exposing  this  scandal.  A  very 
great  wrong  had  been  done  "to  an 
individual.  He  had  never  seen  Mr. 
Stanford,  and  he  had  had  no  com- 
munication with  him,  but  he  believed  I 
that  he  was  a  deeply-wronged  man.  | 
At  the  Court-martial  he  was  not  allowed 
to  speak  to  his  counsel,  and  horrible 
accusations  were  made  against  his 
•character.  He  was  called  "Matilda" 
in  court,  and  subjected  to  other  horrible 
indignities.  A  travesty  of  justice  had  I 
been  enacted  by  the  Department  of 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
the  extremely  incompetent  head.  This 
horrible  and  stupendous  outrage,  and 
all  the  circumstances  attending  it,  had 
been  deliberately  kept  from  the  public, 
as  many  other  outrages  had  been,  not 
for  public  but  for  political  reasons,  by 
the  Secretary  for  War.  He  accused  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  of  this  perversion 
-of  justice,  for  he  had  deliberately  done 
his  best  to  burk  every  means  of  com- 
munication in  reference  to  the  scandals 
of  South  Africa. 

MR.  BRODRICK  said  it  was  only 
out  of  respect  to  the  Committee  that  he 
proposed  to  address  a  few  words  in 
reply  to  the  far  too  long  oration  of  the 
hon.  Member.  He  could  not  help 
feeling  that  that  speech  was  rather 
an  abuse  of  the  time  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  [Ministerial  cries  of  "  Hear, 
hear!"] 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  called  the 
attention  of  the  Chairman  to  that 
expression.  If  he  had  been  irrelevant 
it  was  the  Chairman's  duty  to  call  him 
to  order.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  no  right  to   ay  that. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  am  sorry  the 
hon.  Member  should  feel  so  sensitive 
after  having  just  called  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  incompetent.  Everj 
Member  of  the  House  has  a  right 
to  form  an  opinion  whether  the  hon. 
Member's  speech  is  an  abuse  or  not. 
VOL.  CXXV.       [Fourth  Series.] 


Mr.  BRODRICK  said  he  took  abuse 
from  the  hon.  Member  as  a  compliment. 
He  considered  it  an  abuse  of  the  time  of 
the  House  of  Commons  to  speak  for  an 
hour  and  a  half  on  a  subject  of  this  kind, 
when  there  were  a  hundred  other  topics 
On  which  hon.  Members,  with  a  real 
acquaintance  with  Army  subjects,  were 
anxious  to  speak.  The  hon.  Member 
had  occupied  something  like  one- third  of 
the  time  of  his  speech  declaring  that  hon. 
Members  were  laughing,  and  to  other 
matters  which  had  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  the  subject.  He  spoke  .without 
any  feeling  whatever  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  and  he  did  not  propose  to  imitate 
the  tone  of  the  hon.  Member.  He 
proposed  to  say  one  or  two  words  in 
jrepfy  to  the  indictment  which  he  held 
had  entirely  and  wrongfully  been  ad- 
dressed to  him.  In  the  first  place  he 
bad  been  exposed  to  criticism  because 
this  case  was  again  brought  to  public 
notice,  and  because  of  the  sentence  of 
the  Court-martial.  He  was  ready  to 
take  full  responsibility  on  both  those 
points,  although,  in  fact,  he  was  respon- 
sible for  neither.  The  person  who 
was  mainly  responsible  for  any  event 
which  had  taken  place  in  this  con- 
nection was  the  hon.  Member's  client, 
Mr.  Stanford. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL :  You  have 
no  right  to  call  him  my  client.  [Minis- 
terial cries  of  "  Order."]  Withdraw 
that  expression. 

♦Mr.  CHAIRMAN :  The  hon.  Member 
is  entitled  to  raise  a  point  of  order,  but 
I  he  is  not  entitled  to  interrupt  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL :  Mr.  Chair- 
man, you  well  know  the  relations  between 
client  and  counsel ;  I  have  never  seen  or 
heard  from  Mr.  Stanford,  and  I  have  had 
no  communication  with  him,  and  yet  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  spoke  as  if  I  were 
a  barrister  who  had  been  feed.  He  must 
instantly  withdraw. 

♦Mr.  CHAIRMAN  :  The  phrase  is  very 
often  used  in  this  House,  and  does  not 
necessarily  convey  what  are  generally 
supposed  to  be  the  relations  between  the 
client  and  his  solicitor  or  barrister.  It 
is  a  phrase  which  is  constantly  used,  and  I 
do  not  think  the  hon.  Member  need  take 
I  offence  at  it. 
2L 
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Mr.  FLAVIN  said  it  was  a  different 
matter  when  the  word  was  applied  by  a 
paid  official  to  an  unpaid  legal  gentleman 
who  had  a  very  correct  feeling.  [Opposi- 
tion cries  of  "  Withdraw."]  | 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  I  have  not  the 
least  intention  of  withdrawing.  j 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  again  in- 
terrupted the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

♦Mr.  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  hon.  Member  is  not  entitled  to  in- 
terrupt. He  was  listened  to  with  great 
patience,  and  the  least  he  can  do  now  is 
to  listen  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
reply. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  said  he  had  listened 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  an  hour  and  a 
half  whilst  he  read  a  number  of  statements. 
He  listened  to  him  with  patience  and 
without  interruption. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL:  It  was  very 
kind  of  you. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  said  this  question 
was  only  one  amongst  many  which  the 
House  of  Commons  desired  to  discuss,  and 
he  did  not  see  why  hon.  Members  who 
had  a  real  acquaintance  with  subjects  con- 
nected with  the  Army  should  be  debarred 
from  discussing  them  by  this  question. 
These  regrettable  proceedings  took  place 
on  December  24,  1901,  in  Cape  Town  in 
regard  to  Mr.  Stanford.  He  had  been 
censured  for  not  taking  action  earlier,  and 
it  had  been  said  that  the  War  Office  had 
deliberately  remained  in  ignorance  of 
what  had  taken  place.  Mr.  Stanford  had 
his  own  remedy.  If  Mr.  Stanford  had 
desired  to  take  his  military  remedy 
he  would  have  applied  to  the  officer  com- 
manding in  Cape  Town  and  placed  his 
case  before  him.  But  he  did  nothing  of 
the  kind.  He  went  to  solicitors  and  sued 
these  officers  in  a  civil  trial,  and  accepted 
from  them  £1,500  and  a  full  apology. 
The  case,  therefore,  never  came  before  the 
military  authorities  at  all,  and  conse- 
quently he  had  had  no  power  of  dealing 
with  it  any  more  than  any  Member  of 
that  House.  The  case  might  then  have 
remained  in  abeyance  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  hon.  Member  opposite,  who  had 
interfered  in  so  many  cases  where  state- 
ments had  been  made  against  officers  in 


South  Africa  with  inadequate  information, 
and  he  took  no  notice  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's intervention.  Had  he  done  so  he 
should  have  been  showing  great  dis- 
respect to  officers  of  importance  and  high 
character  whom  the  hon.  Member  had 
frequently  impeached  in  that  House  by 
j  question  and  innuendo  in  a  manner  which 
;  he  thought  was  quite  unworthy  and  with- 
1  out  the  smallest  foundation.  He  had  it 
in  his  mind  that  the  hon.  Member 
repeatedly  attacked  Lord  Methuen  in 
that  House.  Having  such  proceedings  in 
his  mind,  he  replied  to  the  hon.  Member 
that  Lord  Kitchener  would  no  doubt  take 
notice  of  any  disorder,  and  if  he  could 
not  deal  with  it  himself  would  report 
thereon  to  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

On  December  22,  1902,  Mr.  Stanford, 
after  having  got  an  apology  and  £1,500, 
went  out  of  his  way  to  bring  the  whole 
matter  to  his  notice,  and  he  wrote  to  him 
a  letter  in  which  he  said  he  was  sorry  he 
had  not  done  what  he  previously  had  been 
advised  to  do,  and  requesting  him  to 
receive  a  statement  of  the  maltreatment 
he  had  undergone.  In  regard  to  such  a 
letter  the  Secretary  for  War  had  only  one 
course  to  take,  to  reply  that  he  was 
ready  to  receive  any  statement;  and  he 
subsequently  received  the  statement, 
which  covered  not  merely  maltreatment 
in  the  ordinary  sense  of  bullying  and 
assault,  but  imputations  of  grave  acts  of 
indecency  which  any  officer  or  gentleman 
would  desire  to  repudiate.  He  then  took 
the  only  course  in  his  power,  and  he 
handed  the  letter  to  the  Adjutant-General 
in  order  that  the  military  authorities 
should  take  what  steps  they  thought 
desirable  ;  the  officers  were  called  on  for 
an  explanation,  and  that  explanation  was 
at  variance  with  Mr.  Stanford's  statement. 
There  remained  then  nothing  for  it  but 
either  to  investigate  the  matter,  or  to  take 
action  without  investigation.  He  felt 
unhesitatingly  that  investigation  was  the 
only  thing  which  would  be  possible,  or 
fair  to  the  officers,  some  of  whom  had 
been  actively  engaged  since  the  civil  trial. 
The  inquiry  might  have  either  been  one 
which  would  not  necessarily  have  been 
public,  or  a  Court-martial,  which  would 
have  been  public.  A  Court-martial  had 
power  to  subpoena  witnesses,  and  conse- 
quently that  form  of  inquiry  was  decided 
on  by  the  military  authorities,  and  all  those 
officers  were  brought  to  a  Court-martial. 
The  hon.  Member  complained  that  the 
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officers  were  not  tried  for  the  bear-fight- 
ing which  took  place,  but  only  on  the 
graver  charges  of  indecency.  But  Mr. 
Stanford  went  to  the  civil  Courts  and 
obtained  his  remedy  for  the  bear-fighting. 
In  his  opinion  it  would  be  a  very  grave 
injustice  if  a  man  were  to  be  allowed  first 
to  seek  his  civil  remedy,  and  then  some 
time  afterwards,  after  the  defendants  had 
been  risking  their  lives  for  their  country, 
to  proceed  against  them  in  other  ways. 
The  Secretary  for  War  had  no  power 
whatever  in  a  Court-martial. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  :  Who  makes 
the  charge  1 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  That  power  lies 
not  only  by  custom,  but  by  law,  with  the 
Adjutant-General.  He  hoped  the  hon. 
Member  would  curb  his  impatience  a 
little.  The  Adjutant-General  drew  up 
the  charge,  the  Court-martial  tried  the 
case,  and  the  Adjutant-General  submitted 
the  verdict  to  His  Majesty,  without  the 
intervention  of  the  Secretary  of  State  at 
any  stage.  He  was,  in  fact,  in  no  way 
responsible  for  it.  The  Court-martial 
found  the  officers  not  guilty  of  the 
charges  submitted ;  and,  that  being  so,  it 
was  not  the  War  Office  that  was  in  fault, 
but  Mr.  Stanford,  who  went  for  damages, 
but  did  not  come  to  the  War  Office  for 
the  punishment  of  these  officers  at  a 
time  when  they  could  be  dealt  with.  He 
got  the  damages  in  May  and  did  not 
write  to  the  War  Office  till  September. 
He  deeply  regretted  these  proceedings 
having  taken  place,  and,  after  the  verdict 
of  the  Court-martial,  that  the  hon.  Member 
should  have  thought  it  necessary  to  bring 
the  case  before  the  House.  As  far  as 
Lord-  Roberts  was  concerned,  and  he 
himself  was  concerned,  they  had  not 
only  taken  the  only  just  course,  but 
the  only  course  open  to  them.  They 
secured  for  Mr.  Stanford  a  full  and  im- 
partial investigation.  Mr.  Stanford's 
word  was  not  believed  and  the  word  of 
the  officers  was  believed.  ["  No."]  He 
must  remind  the  hon.  Member  who  inter- 
rupted that  in  one  important  fact  that 
Mr.  Stanford  brought  forward — namely, 
that  he  had  to  keep  his  bed  for  many 
days  after  the  events  of  which  he  com- 
plained— he  was  proved  to  have  misstated 
the  fact  by  the  evidence  of  the  doctor 
whom  he  called  in,  and  who  found  him 
within  a  short  time  walking  about  in  the 


hotel  It  was  not  for  him  to  say  whether 
the  rest  of  Mr.  Stanford's  evidence  was 
more  credible  than  that;  but  it  seemed 
reasonable  to  conclude  that  the  Court- 
martial  might  have  felt  that,  when  they 
were  trying  officers,  as  it  were,  for  their 
lives,  they  were  bound  to  give  full  credit 
to  the  fact  that  the  main  witness  had 
himself  misstated  his  own  case. 


Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL: 
not  so. 


That  is 


Mr.  BRODRICK  submitted  that 
the  action  of  the  hon.  Member  was  un- 
warranted, because  the  present  Com- 
mander-in-Chief had  shown  himself 
sedulous  to  a  degree  to  stop  improper 
conduct  of  this  kind  on  the  part  of  officers. 
Even  with  the  hon.  Member's  censure 
before  him  he  said  unhesitatingly  that  he 
thought  a  great  distinction  should  be 
drawn  between  schoolboy  noisiness  among 
young  officers  in  a  regiment  and  really  grave 
offences.  They  ought  not  to  besevere  over 
mere  youthful  exuberance  of  spirits ;  but 
the  Commander-in-Chief  had  really  shown 
that  when  such  exuberance  of  spirits  de- 
generated into  bullying  or  a  system  of 
ill-treatment  of  any  individual  he  was 
determined  to  put  an  end  to  such  con- 
duct. The  Report*  now  sent  in  during 
the  first  three  years  of  an  officer's  service 
as  to  whether  or  not  a  young  officer 
was  suited  for  the  profession,  made  ill- 
treatment  and  bullying  absolutely  un- 
necessary. Such  representations  had 
been  received  by  the  War  Office,  and 
carefully  acted  upon,  as  had  in  many 
instances  conduced  to  the  great  ad- 
vantage of  officers.  He  protested  against 
individual  outbursts  of  high  spirits  being 
made  the  subject  of  philippics  against 
the  whole  British  Army,  more  especially 
when  they  were  absolutely  untrue  and 
unoalled  for.  Upon  all  really  serious 
matters,  the  Commander-in-Chief  had 
taken  every  action  which  lay  in  his 
power.  He  submitted  that  in  this  case 
not  only  was  the  right  course  taken,  but 
the  only  course  that  was  possible  or  open 
to  them  to  take  in  the  matter  was  taken, 
The  officers  who  composed  the  tribunal 
did  their  duty,  and  the  case  was  tried  in 
the  fairest  and  openest  manner.  He 
believed  that  the  verdict  on  the  evi- 
dence brought  forward  showed  that 
there   was   the     strongest    reason    for 
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believing  that  these  young  officers  had 
not  been  guilty  of  the  graver  charges 
made  against  them. 


Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) 
said  he  was  very  much  surprised  to  hear 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  that  he 
was  in  no  way  responsible  for  what  took 
place  in  this  matter.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  responsible  for  every- 
thing that  took  place  in  the  Army, 
although  it  might  be  done  by  someone 
else.  He  was  the  only  representative  of 
the  Army,  and  if  Parliament  was  to  have 
any  control  over  the  Army,  these  matters 
must  Iks  raised  in  the  House.  This 
method  must  always  be  recognised,  unless 
they  were  going  to  lay  it  down  that  the 
Army  was  entirely  independent  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  With  regard  to 
the.  charges  brought  against  these  officers, 
when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  he  , 
thought  they  had  cleared  themselves  ' wa? 
entirely  of  those  charges,  he  did  not 
think  he  was  quite  right.  If  he  remem- 
l>ered  aright  there  was  an  application 
made  to  send  out  a  Commission  and  it 
was  refused.  He  agreed  that  on  the 
evidence  Wore  the  Committee  the 
officers  were  properly  acquitted,  although 
had  the  case  been  before  a  Scotch  Court 
the  verdict  would  probably  have  been 
"Not  Proven."  Putting  aside  the  in- 
decency, he  could  not  understand  whv 
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Mr.  BRODRIGK:  I  minted  out 
that  since  the  occurrence,  tnese  officers 
had  been  employed  in  the  field,  and 
there  is  a  well-understood  custom  that 
officers  who  subsequently  risk  their  lives 
in  the  field  should  not  have  old  charges 
raked  up  against  them. 


Mr.  LABOUCHERE  thought  it  was 
a  bad  usage.  He  believed  that  the 
only  reason  why  the  facts  did  not  come 
out  in  the  newspapers  at  the  Cape  was 
that  a  person  connected  with  the  censor- 
ship was  sent  round  to  the  offices  of  the 
newspapers,  whose  conductors  were  told 
not  to  allude  to  them.  That  was  unduly 
interfering  with  the  liberty  of  the  Prese, 
:  for  it  was  desirable  that  the  Press  should 
|  take  up  a  case  like  this  so  that  the  right 
i  hon.  Gentleman  might  be  able  to  know 
i  what  was  going  on  abroad.  He  denied 
1  entirely  that  the  offence  to  the  Army 
was  washed  out  by  the  fact  that  an 
action  was  brought  and  damages  re- 
covered in  a  civil  Court,  and  he  would 
like  to  point  out  that  the  charge  of 
indecency  was  not  withdrawn  on  that 
occasion.  He  believed  that  in  this  matter 
the  officers  of  the  Army  as  a  body,  who 
were  most  careful  of  the  honour  of  the 
Army,  did  not  quite  take  the  view  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  was  surprised 
at  the  complaint  of  the  time  taken  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  who  did  not  consume 


a  charge  was   not  made  against   them  ,'  more  time  tih*n  was  absolutely  necessary 
from    the   facts    they    had     themselves    *°  Kv  tne  'case  before  the  Committee. 

admitted.     It  was  rather  a  stretch  to  say    ^hpi  &»**«**■* -**  ***-  w«~  *">A  *-*~ 1  * 

that  the  conduct  which  took  place  was 
mere  exuberance  of  spirits  or  pardonable 
excitement.  He  had  looked  through  the 
evidence.  Had  it  been  mere  exuberance 
of  spirits,  and  the  man  had  been  merely 
ducked  in  a  pond,  it  would  bo  different, 
but  here  the  man  was  positively  tortured 
for  three  or  four  hours,  according  to  the 
officers'  own  evidence,  and  at  the  end  he  i 


The  Secretary  for  War  had  tried  to  get 
out    of    specific    charges    by  somewhat 

feneralising,  afcd  he  had  not  made  out 
is  case.  It  wa^  felt  that  something  had 
gone  wrong  in  this  ^S8&t  It  was  admitted 
that  this  bullying  ana'  torturing  went  on 
for  three  or  four  hours,  and  the  public 
were  surprised  that  in  no  sort  of  way 
under  military  discipline  were\those,  who 
_F n*d  themselves  admitted  what\they  did, 

was  compelled  by  force  majeure  to  sign  |  to   ^e   ma(ie   responsible  and   punished. 

a  document  to  the  effect  that  he  deserved  !  The  War  0ffice  regulations,  it  shc\uld  be 

all  he  got.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman    -"""-1— «  - — -•—---<•     -    >       - 

had  explained  his  position,  and  defended 

the  War  Office  on  the  ground  that  Mr. 

Stanford  sought  his  remedy  in  a  Civil 

Court    before    going     to    the     military 

authorities.     Surely  the  fact  of  damages 

in  a  civil  action  did  not  exonerate  the 

officers  from  the  charge  of  having  behaved 

contrary  to  what  an  officer  and  a  gentle- 
man ought. 
Mr.  Brodrick. 


remembered,  were  intended  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Army  and  for  the  public  gcVxl ; 
they  were  intended  to  punish  officers-Aas 
the  ordinary  law  was  intended  to  de*l 
with  criminals— not  as  an  act  of  vengeance 
but  in  order  to  deter  others  from  pursuinc: 
the  same  course.     He  was  sorry  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  not  promised  to  give 
further  consideration  to  the  case,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  it  had  undoubtedly  excited 
strong  public  feeling.     There  was  no  need 
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for  vindictive  punishment,  but  he  would 
not  have  thought  it  impossible  to  take 
the  two  ringleaders  and  invite  them  to 
leave  the  Army,  and  to  punish  in'  some 
minor  disciplinary  manner  the  others. 
He  was  sorry  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  not  said  that  some  further  considera- 
tion would  be  given  to  this  matter  in 
order  that  public  opinion  might  be 
satisfied.  With  the  encouragement  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  Lord  Roberts 
would,  he  felt  sure,  take  some  steps  to 
vindicate  public  justice.  He  was  sur- 
prised that  Captain  Williams,  who  pre- 
sided over  the  mock  tribunal,  and  had 
since  admitted  at  the  Court-martial  a 
great  deal  not  to  his  credit,  should  have 
been  made  a  major;  Lieutenant  Prior 
was  told  that  he  could  not  resign  till 
there  had  been  an  inquiry.  As  these 
two  men  were  a  good  deal  older  than  the 
others,  something  ought  to  be  done  to 
punish  them.  Stanford  had  been  brought 
to  him  by  an  Irish  nobleman,  whom  he 
knew  in  the  sort  of  way  that  a  humble 
person  like  himself  knew  an  Irish  noble- 
man, and  who  said  Stanford  was  a  relative. 
Mr.  Stanford  was  not  the  style  of  man 
he  particularly  admired.  He  appeared 
to  be  one  of  those  hangers-on  in  society, 
with  some  sort  of  position,  who,  like 
some  gentlemen  in  England,  got  up 
parties  and  talked  to  ladies  about  their 
dresses.  Although  he  was  that  sort  of 
man,  it  did  not  follow  that  everything 
should  be  believed  that  was  said  by 
officers  against  him.  Mr.  Stanford's 
lawyer,  Mr.  Hawksley—  an  eminent 
lawyer  connected  with  the  Chartered 
Company  of  South  Africa— thought  he 
had  been  very  ill  treated,  because  these 
officers  had  been  allowed  to  make  any 
sort  of  charge  against  him  and  his 
character  and  he  had  had  no  opportunity 
of  reply.  He  had  received  the  invitations 
which  were  sent  from  Government 
House  after  these  occurrences.  One  of 
the  allegations  was  that  Stanford  had 
been  turned  out  at,  he  believed,  Admir- 
alty House;  but  the  answer  elicited  by 
an  inquiry  on  this  point  was  that  he 
had  not  been  turned  out.  Then  there 
was  the  affidavit  of  the  gentleman  who 
was  at  the  head  of  the  Uitlanders' 
Committee.  He  had  stated  that  Stanford 
was  perfectly  respectable,  and  that  he 
would  not  have  the  least  objection  to 
his  being  on  friendly  terms  with  his  own 


wife  and  daughters.  It  was  hard  on 
this  man  that  he  should  not  have  an 
opportunity  of  rebutting  allegations 
which  were  ruinous  to  him.  It  appeared 
that  since  ho  had  been  in  London  he 
had  been  ordered  to  clear  out  of  a 
restaurant  by  an  officer,  and  that  his 
presence  was  also  objected  to  at  a  ladies' 
military  club  to  which  he  was  taken  by 
a  lady.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
could  find  some  way  of  arranging  an 
informal  inquiry  as  to  whether  the 
despicable  light  in  which  Stanford  had 
been  regarded  by  society  officials  at 
the  Cape  was  justified  by  facts  he  would 
only  be  performing  an  act  of  justice. 

Mr.  BRODEICK,  referring  to  the  pro- 
motion of  Captain  Williams,  said  that  in 
the  event  of  the  Court-martial  having 
found  a  verdict  of  guilty,  the  gravest 
sentence  that  could  be  pronounced — re- 
moval from  His  Majesty's  service — would 
have  been  pronounced.  These  officer* 
ran  that  risk,  and  in  view  of  the  decision 
of  the  Court-martial  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  had  no  power  whatever  to  take  anjr 
further  action.  If  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  had  stopped  Captain  Williams's 
promotion  he  would  have  been  punishing 
him  on  account  of  something  of  which  he 
had  not  been  found  guilty  by  the  Court- 
martial.  On  the  other  hand,  he  did  not 
think  anything  could  show  the  Committer 
how  strongly  the  Court-martial  and  the 
Commander-in-Chief  felt  with  regard  to- 
misconduct  of  this  description,  and  he 
particularly  desired  to  guard  himself 
against  in  any  way  being  supposed  to 
justify  conduct  of  this  discription  by  the 
statement  he  had  made  that  afternoon. 
As  to  Lieutenant  Prior,  who  apparently 
had  been  guilty  of  another  assault,  and 
whose  wora  had  been  called  in  question 
by  a  magistrate,  his  papers  had  been 
refused,  and  he  had  been  informed  that 
his  removal  from  the  Army  must  be  con- 
sidered unless  he  could  clear  himself  of 
the  very  serious  imputation  made  against 
him.  It  was  out  of  his  power  to  comply 
with  the  request  that  he  should  endea- 
vour to  clear  Stanford's  character.  He 
knew  nothing  of  him.  He  did  not  know 
on  what  ground  any  evidence  as  to  Stan- 
ford's character  was  produced  before  the 
Court-martial,  unless  it  was  to  enable  the 
officers  to  show  that  they  had  received 
provocation.  Of  course,  he  was  not 
responsible  for  that.     He  must  say  that, 
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having  first  brought  his  whole  case  before 
them,  and  then  having  written  to  the 
papers  and  said  that  he  did  not  wish  the 
matter  to  be  pursued,  Stanford  had  put 
himself  in  a  very  difficult  position  with 
regard  to  the  War  Office.  He  had  really 
only  himself  to  thank  for  the  position  in 
which  he  found  himself. 

Major  SEELY  hoped  the  Committee 
would  pardon  him  for  directing  its  atten- 
tion for  a  moment  to  the  very 
momentous  declarations  which  had  been 
made  as  to  the  retention  of  an  Army 
Corps  in  South  Africa.  He  asked  the 
noble  Lord  to  make  one  or  two  points 
clear  in  regard  to  the  forces  to  be 
stationed  in  South  Africa.  Hon. 
Members  on  that  side  were  much  dis- 
appointed that  no  undertaking  had  been 
given  that  the  forces  at  home  should  be 
reduced  proportionately  with  the  increase  j 
of  the  permanent  garrison  of  South 
Africa,  for  they  believed  it  would  be 
possible  to  strengthen  the  Army  while 
reducing  the  establishment  He  wished 
to  know  were  the  garrison  regiments 
which  were  to  be  placed  there  to  be 
taken  from  the  places  where  they  now 
were,  or  were  they  to  be  fresh  regiments 
formed  for  the  purpose  1 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  ro 
the    WAR    OFFICE   (Lord    Stanley, 
Lancashire,  Westhoughton) :  The  present  j 
ones. 

Major  SEELY  said  that  in  that  case 
the  question  arose,  what  would  be  put 
in  place  of  them  ?  He  was  disappointed 
that  there  had  been  no  promise  of  a  re- 
duction, because  we  needed  the  money. 
The  result  of  the  announcement  made 
that  day  was  that  we  were  going  to  be  in- 
volved in  an  expenditure  of  £1,500,000 
per  annum  more  than  we  now  spent, 
minus  whatever  the  Indian  Government 
might  give  us. 

Mr.   BRODRICK  said  that  what  he 
stated  was  that  the  extra  cost  of  25,000  J 
men  in  South  Africa  as   compared  with  1 
25,000  men  kept  in  Great  Britain  would  I 
be  £1,500,000  annually,  but  he  added  i 
an  important  proviso.    From  that  sum 
must  be  deducted  the  extra  cost  there  was 
before  the  war  of  keeping  a  garrison  in 
South  Afripa,  and  the  extra  cost  of  any 

Mr.  Brodrick. 


garrison  which  it  might  be  resolved  to 
keep  there  after  the  war.  The  Govern- 
ment provided  in  their  scheme  of  1901 
about  £600,000  towards  this  object,  so 
that  the  extra  amount  involved  would 
not  exceed  £900,000. 

Major  SEELY  said  he  was  grateful  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  explaining 
this  to  the  Committee ;  but  at  any  rate 
there  would  be  an  increase  in  the  ex- 
penditure, although  it  had  been  hoped 
that  possibly  this  plan  might  have 
resulted  in  a  slight  diminution,  and  he 
thought  it  was  reasonable  to  ask 
whether  it  was  not  even  more  important 
to  devote  this  increase  to  more  important 
subjects.  They  were  grateful  to  know 
that  the  Intelligence  Department  was  to 
!  be  increased,  but  there  was  the  matter 
I  of  the  guns,  as  to  which  he  thought  the 
Committee  would  be  glad  to  have  some 
further  assurance.  No  one  in  the  House 
supposed  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  the  noble  Lord  were  not  extremely 
desirous  that  the  country  should  have 
quick-firing  guns  ;  but,  when  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  asked  by  what  method 
they  could  proceed  to  get  these  guns 
without  further  delay,  he  would  answer 
that  they  could  proceed  by  the  same 
methods  as  those  adopted  by  foreign 
Powers.  The  position  was  exactly  the 
sa me  now  as  it  was  four  years  ago  when 
the  predecessor  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  the  matter  was  being  carefully 
considered.  He  thought  the  time  had 
now  come  when  the  House  of  Commons 
really  meant  this  thing  to  be  done  ;  and 
he  was  encouraged  in  that  belief  by  the 
fact  that  the  Service  members,  a  body 
not  prone  to  attack  unduly  in  these 
matters,  had  unanimously  resolved  that 
it  was  expedient  that  the  Committee 
should  at  once  be  informed  that  the 
matter  would  be  carried  through, 
that  a  date  should  be  given,  and, 
further,  that  delay  was  dangerous. 
He  would  ask  the  Financial  Secretary 
whether  his  own  military  advisers  did 
not  admit  that  a  grave  national  danger 
was  being  run  by  permitting  our  small 
Army  to  be  armed  with  a  worse  weapon 
than  that  of  the  great  armies  of  the 
Continent. 

Sir  A.  HAYTER  (Walsall)    thought 
the    Committee   ought    to    have    some 
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official  denial  of  the  statement  made 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Whitby  that 
the  system  of  decentralisation  was 
practically  being  given  up,  that  the 
powers  of  the  general  officers  command- 
ing corps  were  being  limited,  and  that 
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regard    to     South    Africa    unexpected 
success    had     been    achieved.       Some 
Members   were   rather   afraid    of     the 
expenditure    which    these  25,000    men 
in  South  Africa  would  involve,  but   he 
was  inclined   to  regard  the  matter  in 
the  correspondence  was  increasing  rather  '  a  more  sanguine  spirit,   believing  that 
than  diminishing.      He  desired  to  ask  i  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  came  to 
how    the  system    of   sending   auditors '  consider  the  ways  and  means  by  which 
from  the  War  Office  to  take  financial    his  proposal  could  be  carried   into  effect 
control  of  the  separate  corps  was  work-    he  would  very  likely  be  driven  to  the  re- 
ing ;  the  great  object  of  the  system,  to  ,  duction  at  home  which  he    now  seemed 
his  mind,  being  that  the  officers  should    so  loath    to    concede.        There      were 
be  taught  not  only  to  take  the  financial '  already    indications    pointing    in    that 
control    but   also    to    take     over    the    direction.      The   right  hon.  Gentleman 
supplies  and   keep  the  accounts.       He  I  seemed  to  appreciate  the  fact    that  it 
further  asked  whether  the  audit  by  the    would  be  difficult  to  ask  Parliament  for 
financial  controller  in  the  Army  Corps  j  a  larger  sum  than  was  now  granted,  for 
was  regarded  as  final,  or  whether  the    he  had  surmised  that  India  would    be 
accounts  would  come  up  again  at  the  •.  under  a  debt  of  gratitude  or  a  pecuniary 
War  Office.     As   to  the  Remount  De-  i  obligation  to  this  country,   and  he  had 
partment,  he   reminded  the  Committee    not  obscurely    hinted   that  the    colony 
that  in  1898-1899  it  consisted  of  eight  i  itself  might  be  invited  to  subscribe  some- 
persons,   with  an  expenditure  of  about   thing  for  this  piece  of  colonial  preference. 
£100,000  per  annum.      In   1901-1902  '  It  seemed  likely,  therefore,  that  force  of 
the  expenditure  had  risen  to  £7,000,000, !  circumstances  would  drive  the  right  hon. 
and  the  Committee  would  be  amazed  to;  Gentleman     to      effect     some    of     t lie 
hear  that  only  seven  persons  were  added    economies   in  the    home    establish mmt 
to  control  that  large  expenditure,  while !  which  had  been  so  strongly  urged  upon 
for  the  first  six  months  of  the  war  the  |  him  during  the  course  of   the  present 
Department  was  not  strengthened   by  a  ,  session.       Moreover,  there  might    take 
tingle    officer.     This   probably    was     a !  place   in  the    home    establishment,  an 
cause  of  the  breakdown  of  the  Depart-  j  automatic    reduction   which   would    be 
ment.     It  was  true  that  something  had    beyond  the  control  of  the  right    hon. 
been  done  in  the  way  of  reorganisation,  j  Gentleman.     The  Secretary  of  State  was 
Six    officers    had    been   selected    to    go  i  very  sanguine   as  to  recent  recruiting, 
about     the     country     buying      horses    He  had  stated  with   considerable,    and 
wherever  they  could,  and  four  others  had    parhaps  pardonable,  pride    that  the   re- 
been  sent  abroad  to  ascertain  where  the  j  cruits  for  the  infantry  of  the  Line  had 
best    supplies    could    be    secured.     He  [  risen  from  11,000  in  ^he  last  half-year 


desired  to  know  how  the  new  system 
was  working,  and  whether  the  officers 
would  tabulate  the  information  they 
obtained. 

"  Mr.  GUEST  (Plymouth)  thought 
that  all  who  were  concerned  in  the 
criticism  of  the  War  Office  some  months 
ago  must  have  listened  with  pleasure  to 
the  conciliatory  tone  of  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  this  afternoon. 
Personally,  he  cordially  welcomed  that 
speech,  as  it  afforded  a  complete  justifica- 
tion of  the  criticisms  which  were  ad- 
vanced earlier  in  the  session.  In  the 
matter  of  the  Intelligence  Department, 
the  Seoretary  of  State  had  given  an 
almost    satisfactory     answer,     and    in 


to  13,000  in  this.  But  those  figures 
would  hardly  bear  investigation.  On 
March  18  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
promised  that  he  would  not  knowingly 
enlist  men  under  eighteen  years  of  age 
or  of  bad  character.  Between  that  date 
and  June  20  the  number  of  recruits  was 
4,719,  which  left  8,500  for  the  period  not 
covered  by  the  promise.  If  that  propor- 
tion was  maintained,  it  was  obvious  that 
instead  of  the  number  of  recruits  which 
had  been  obtained  during  the  last  half- 
year  being  maintained  there  would  be  a 
great  falling  off.  With  regard  to  the 
question  of  re-engagement,  he  wished 
merely  to  insist  once  more  on  the  point 
which  had  been  frequently  urged — viz., 
that  the   voluntary    enlistment   system 


959 


Simply— 


{COMMONS  \ 


Army  Estimates. 


960 


would  never  give  the  number  of  recruits  | 
necessary  for  the  ambitious  Army  Corps  j 
scheme  of  the  Secretary  of  State,   and  j 
the  right  hon.  Gent'eman  seemed  to  be  i 
revising  the  fact,  for  he  had  practically  \ 
given  up  the  system  of  linked  battalions.  | 
The  fourteen  battalions  in  South  Africa 
were  not  to  be  linked,  and  in  some  cases 
the  linked  battalions  in  connection  with  \ 
the    seventy-one    battalions    in     India , 
might    be.  abolished.        He    was  very  j 
sanguine,  therefore,  that  when  the  ques- 
tions of  money  and  of  men  came  to  work, 
as  they  assuredly  would,  and  the  reserve 
was  built  up,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  come  to  see  that,  without  diminish- 
ing the  fighting  strength  of  the  country, 
it  was  possible  and  expedient  to  make 
some  reduction  in  the  establishment  now 
kept  on  a  peace  footing. 

♦Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  (Merthyr  Tyd- 
vil)  sincerely  hoped  theGrovernment  would 
reconsider  the  idea  of  imposing  any  extra 
burden  on  India,  as  the  natives  already 
had  as  much  as,  and  in  some  cases  more  : 
than,  they  could  bear.     In  any  event,  he  ! 
hoped  the  Committee  would  be  given  an  I 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  proposal  in 
all  its  bearings.   Reference  had  been  made  j 
to  the  difficulty  of  finding  men  of  sufficient 
physique  for  the  Army.     That  was  un- ! 
doubtedly  a  very  serious  matter,  but  it  | 
was  not  to  be  remedied  by  an  increase  of 
sixpence  a  day  in  the  soldier's  pay,  or  by 
physical  training  after  the  men  had  joined 
the  Army.     Each   of  those  courses  was 
very   good   in  its  way,  but  it  would  be  j 
necessary  to  begin  with  the  children,  to  | 
see  that  they  were  properly  fed,  and  that ; 
the  fathers   earned  sufficient  wages    to  ' 
feed  them  properly,  so  that  when  they  ! 
grew  to  manhood  they  would  have  the 
necessary  physique.     He  desired  to  call 
attention   to   the    recent  destruction   of  i 
provisions  at  Pretoria.     It  appeared  that,  j 
in  consequence  of  complaints  as  to  sickness  | 
among  the  troops,  it  was  decided  to  have  ! 
samples  of  the  rations  analysed.     A  case  i 
containing  twenty -eight   tins    of    meat  | 
and  vegetable  rations  was  analysed,  and 
the  doctor  found  seven  of  the  tins  to  be 
blown   and   their  contents   decomposed, 
while    the   contents    of    the    remainder 
showed   signs    of    decomposition.      The 
result  of   the   Report   was   that   59,620 
cases  of  these  rations,  amounting  to  a  total 
of  1,665,382,  tins  were  destroyed.     That 
was  a    very  serious    matter  from    two 
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points  of  view.  The  first  was  that  the 
health  of  the  troops  might  be  very 
seriously  affected  if  these  poisoned  rations 
were  consumed  ;  and  the  second  was  that 
it  involved  an  imposition  on  the  public 
purse,  if  it  could  be  shown  that  the 
rations  were  knowingly  supplied  either 
improperly  tinned  or  of  inferior  quality. 
He  had  no  information  to  enable  him  to 
judge  as  to  the  quality  of  the  food  which 
had  been  destroyed  ;  but  all  the  evidence 
went  to  show  that  the  tinning  had  been 
defective.  He  knew  it  was  said  that 
soldiers  always  grumbled  when  they  were 
asked  to  live  upon  tinned  rations,  and 
that  it  was  in  consequence  of  such, 
grumbling  that  the  food  was  destroyed. 
It  was  also  alleged  that  these  particular 
rations  were  knocking  about  in  South. 
Africa  for  a  number  of  years,  and  that 
they  became  decomposed  through  old 
age.  But  the  Report  to  which  he  referred 
completely  disposed  of  both  these  state- 
ments. As  regarded  the  first,  the  men 
did  not  complain  until  sickness  was  very 
general;  and  with  reference  to  the 
second  statement  it  was  shown  by  the 
stamps  on  the  tins  that  four-fifths  of  the 
rations  destroyed  had  been  delivered  in 
South  Africa  within  six  months  of  their 
being  discovered  to  have  been  decom- 
posed. Therefore,  it  could  not  be  alleged 
that  decomposition  was  due  to  old  age. 

Now  he  came  to  a  point  in  which 
not  only  the  House  but  the  whole- 
country  was  interested,  and  that  was 
who  was  responsible  for  such  a  danger 
to  the  health  of  the  Army  and  such 
a  probable  loss  to  the  public  purse. 
In  the  Report,  the  names  of  eight  or 
ten  firms  were  given,  but  only  two 
supplied  any  considerable  quantity.  A 
London  firm  supplied  15,547  cases  and 
Maconochie  Bros,  supplied  20,510  cases, 
the  other  firms  ranging  from  86  cases 
to  4,512.  The  Committee  was  entiiled 
to  some  explanation  as  to  why  these 
two  firms  supplied  such  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  actual  goods  in  stock.  The 
information  which  he  was  able  to  gather 
was  to  the  effect  that  certain  of  the 
firms  named  in  the  Report  had  an  equal 
capacity  for  production  as  the  two- 
favoured  firms,  and  their  reputation 
for  quality  equalled,  if  it  did  not 
exceed,  the  two  particular  firms  to  which 
he  referred.  He  thought,  therefore,, 
they  were  entitled  to  know  how  it  came- 
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to  be  that  such  a  large  proportion  of 
the  condemned  goods  was  supplied  by  a 
firm  which,  according  to  admissions 
made  in  reply  to  questions  addressed  to 
the  War  Office,  should  not  have  been 
specially  favoured.  As  to  the  question 
of  responsibility,  he  understood  that  such 
goods,  before  leaving  this  country,  were 
supposed  to  be  submitted  to  a  test,  and 
that  any  defect  of  quality  would  probably 
be  discovered  before  they  were  shipped. 
If  that  was  so,  they  were  driven  back  on 
the  conclusion  that  the  rations  became 
decomposed  as  the  result  of  defective 
tinning  or  some  other  deterioration  in 
the  tin.  It  was  noticeable  that  in 
every  case  iron  was  found  in  the  rations, 
and  unless  it  could  be  shown  that  in  some 
way  or  another  iron  was  produced  by  a 
combination  of  meat  and  vegetables  they 
were  driven  back  on  the  conclusion  that 
the  tin  was  not  of  a  quality  which  should 
have  been  used  for  the  purpose.  He  was 
informed  that  the  making  of  the  tin  in 
which  the  rations  were  put  up  had  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  the  matter.  He 
had  endeavoured  to  ascertain  from  practi- 
cal workmen  engaged  in  the  trade  what 
was  the  reason  for  the  presence  of  iron  in 
the  food,  and  he  was  told  that  by  a  com- 
paratively recent  process  the  tins,  instead 
of  being  made  as  formerly  by  hand,  were 
blocked  out  by  machinery ;  and  that  as  a 
consequence  the  surface  of  the  tin  was 
broken,  and  when  hot  food  was  brought 
into  contact  with  it,  corrosion  set  in  very 
rapidly,  and  that  that  accounted  for  the 
presence  of  iron  in  the  rations.  Practical 
workmen  said  that  after  the  tin  had  been 
blocked  out  the  surface  should  be  retinned 
and  in  that  way  corrosion  rendered  im- 
possible. He  hoped  that  the  Committee 
would  see  how  far  that  was  correct,  in 
order  that  a  quality  of  tin  might  be 
obtained  which  would  not  corrode,  even 
though  it  might  cost  more. 

In  reply  to  Questions  asked  in  the  House 
it  was  admitted  that  one  of  the  firmsVho 
supplied  the  rations  had  been  under  sus- 
picion, to  put  it  mildly,  for  a  considerable 
ti  me.  He  referred  to  the  firm  of  Maconochie 
Brothers,  the  head  of  which  was  the 
1k»ii.  Member  for  East  Aberdeenshire. 
The  War  Office  admitted  that  365,000 
cases  supplied  by  this  firm  as  emergency 
rations  had  been  previously  condemned, 
and  that  in  1900  other  goods  supplied 
by  the  firm  were  also  condemned.  In 
this  connection  it   was  worthy  of  note 
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that  when  the  "  Discovery  "  was  sent 
out  on  her  Arotic  Expedition,  the  only 
tinned  food  that  went  wrong  during  the 
voyage  was  that  supplied  by  the  firm  of 
Maconochie  Brothers.  Therefore,  they 
were  entitled  to  ask  how  it  was  that  a 
firm  which  had  been  under  suspicion  for 
at  least  three  years  was  still  retained  on 
the  list  of  War  Office  Contractors,  and 
had  a  larger  proportion  of  orders  from 
the  War  Office  than  any  other  firm. 
The  matter  was  one  which  demanded 
investigation.  The  other  day  he  put  a 
Question  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  as  to  how  the  tins  had  been  sealed 
up;  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
seemed  to  treat  it  as  a  matter  of  no 
account.  There  were  two  methods  in 
which  tins  were  sealed.  One  was  by 
soldering,  and  the  other  was  by  turning: 
the  flange  over  and  clinching  it  by 
machinery.  He  was  informed  that  the 
manner  in  which  the  tins  were  sealed 
was  responsible  for  the  blown  condition 
of  the  rations  destroyed  at  Pretoria  ;  and 
they  were  entitled  to  know  whether  the 
health  of  the  troops  was  to  be  sacrificed 
in  order  to  increase  the  profits  of  this 
firm.  Government  contractors  should 
in  all  cases  be  above  suspicion,  and  more 
particularly  when  a  Government  con- 
tractor was  also  a  Member  of  this  House. 
Then  there  was  a  double  obligation  on 
him  to  see  that  he  gave  full  value  for 
the  money  he  received,  and  that  the 
quality  of  his  goods  was  such  as  to 
set  an  example  to  other  contractors. 
He  hoped  the  War  Office  would  be 
able  to  give  the  Committee  an  assurance 
that  no  further  orders  would  be  given 
to  this  firm,  which  had  been  under  sus- 
picion for  at  least  three  years,  and 
whose  goods  had  been  found  to  be  unfit 
for  human  use  on  two  previous  occa- 
sions, until  at  least  there  was  an  investi- 
gation as  to  who  was  responsible  for  the 
imputation  under  which  the  firm  rested. 

Mr.  CDST  (Southwark,  Bermondsey) 

said  he   ventured   to  utter  a  word  of 

warning  with    reference  to  recruiting. 

They  had  heard  from  the  Secretary  of 

State   for  War   that  quality  was  even 

I  more  important  than  quantity,  and  that 

I  he  proposed  to  insist  on  character  as  a 

J  preliminary  to  recruiting.     He  certainly 

[agreed  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

But  he  saw  it  was  proposed  to  receive 
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as  recruits  boys  who  had  served  their  | 
time  in  reformatories.    No  doubt  it  was  I 
possible  that  boys  who  had  been  sent! 
to  reformatories  as  a  result  of  youthful  I 
indiscretion      might      make     excellent  I 
soldiers,  as  an  early  incursion  into  crime 
was  often  induced  by  a  superabundance 
of  courage  and  adventure.    He  would 
ask,    however,  the  Secretary  of  State 
to   consider    what    effect    that    would 
ihave    on   the     sources     from     which 
recruits  with  a  cleaner  record  might  be 
expected.     They  had  heard  a  great  deal  I 
about  how  one  bad  character  spoiled  the  I 
whole  tone  of    the  regiment,  and  how 
one  crime  in  a  regiment  could  make  it  I 
unpopular  to  recruiting,  and  he  there- 
fore thought  that  if  it  were  known  that  I 
recruits  were  being  drawn  from  boys  who  I 
had  been  cradled   in   crime   it    would  I 
render  recruiting  unpopular.    Knowing  | 
what  he  did  of  country  life  he  hoped  I 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  recon- 1 
sider   his  scheme.    There  was  another  I 
point  which  he  would  wish  to  mention. 
They   were  told  that  some  record   of  I 
character  should  be  presented  on  enlist- 
ment, but  when  a  record  of  character 
was  demanded    it   should    be  of  some  I 
value.    He  had  seen  a  circular — he  felt 
sure  it  could  not  have  been  issued  with 
the  cognisance  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man— giving  the  official  interpretation 
of  the  regulations  to  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  alluded  that  evening 
in  such  moving  terms.    That  circular 
stated  that   the   character  of  recruits 
might  be  obtained  from  any  responsible 
person,   and    need    not    necessarily    be  I 
written.    For  instance,  the  circular  con- 1 
tinued,  a  verbal  report  to  the  effect  that 
nothing  was  known  against  the  recruit 
was  sufficient,  and  it  was  added  that  a 
written   character   from    the  employer 
meed   not  be  insisted  upon  when  such 
verbal  reports  were  obtained  from  other 
sources.     He  admitted  that  was  a  very 
generous  provision,  though  scarcely  con- 
sistent with  the  statements  of  the  right 
hon,  Gentleman  in  the  early  part  of  the 
session,  and  also  to-day.     He  would  ask 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  aware 
of    such  an  amusing  interpretation   of 
his  excellent  intentions.    He  felt  that  a 
word  of     reassurance    on  this    matter 
would  be  of  considerable  comfort  to  the 
>Committee. 
Mr.  Oust. 


♦Mr.  MACONOCHIE  (Aberdeenshire, 
E.)  said  he  was  indebted  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Merthyr  Tydvil  for  having 
given  him  an  opportunity  of  showing 
the  matter  to  which  he  drew  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  in  its  true  colours. 
For  many  years  this  particular  form  of 
food  had  been  used  in  every  campaign  in 
every  part  of  the  world,  and  approved 
by  general  officers,  the  present  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and  officers,  and  soldiers. 
In  every  instance  it  had  received  great 
praise.  No  matter  who  manufactured  it 
the  name  was  given  to  it  of  the  original 
inventor.  He  might  explain  to  the 
Committee  the  method  in  which  the 
testing  and  examination  of  this  particular 
form  of  food  was  done  by  the  War 
Office.  In  the  first  place  an  in- 
dependent inspector  visited  the  factory 
of  any  firm  manufacturing  this  class  of 
food.  He  went  at  any  hour,  day  or 
night,  and  took  samples  when  he  wished. 
That  was  not  all.  When  the  goods  were 
packed  he  frequently  took  samples ;  when 
the  goods  went  alongside  the  ship,  another 
inspector  took  samples,  which  were  taken 
to  Woolwich.  They  were  again  taken  and 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  first  analysts  of 
this  country,  who  tested  them  as  to  the 
quality  of  the  tin  plate,  and  also  as  to 
the  quality  of  the  food,  and  if  any  manu- 
facture did  not  come  up  to  the  standard 
it  would  have  been  promptly  rejected.  It 
was  a  great  pity,  he  thought,  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Merthyr  Tydvil  did  not 
study  the  subject  somewhat  more  before 
he  tackled  it.  In  the  first  place  the 
particular  form  of  drawing  he  spoke  of 
had  been  in  use  for  something  like  four- 
teen years,  and  the  particular  method  of 
closing  had  only  been  in  use  for  three 
or  four  years,  and  could  be  used  by  any 
manufacturer  at  a  nominal  royalty.  There 
was  nothing  whatever,  so  far  as  he  knew, 
to  prevent  anyone  using  it.  The  par- 
ticular form  of  tin  complained  of  by  the 
hon.  Member  had  been  tested  to  the  extent 
of  370,000  tins  by  a  well  known  Chicago 
firm,  and  it  had  been  adopted  by  them. 
As  to  discolouration  and  the  effect  of  tin 
upon  food,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
these  foods— fresh  meat  and  vegetables — 
had  been  used  in  West  Africa,  the 
Soudan,  India,  and  China,  and  had  always 
been  highly  praised.  This  particular 
quantity  that  had  been  complained  of 
was  probably  the  tail  end  of  30,000,000 
or  40,000,000  supplied   by   Scotch  and 
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English  contractors.  If  the  hon.  Member 
would  go  down  any  day  to  any  factory 
he  would  find  discolouration  caused  by 
heat,  which  was  used  to  create  a  vacuum, 
or  rather  sterilisation.  This  was  a  well- 
known  fact  to  anyone  who  knew  the 
business.  No  matter  how  carefully  pre- 
served the  foods  might  be  they  did,  to  a 
certain  extent,  deteriorate  after  a  certain 
time  in  a  tropical  climate.  If  they  took 
the  trouble  to  examine  a  tin  of  mutton  or 
beef  they  would  find  if  it  had  been  in  a 
tropical  climate  nine  or  twelve  months  a 
redness  appeared  where  the  meat  came 
in  contact  with  the  tin,  showing  that 
more  or  less  it  must  have  absorbed  some 
iron.  He  did  not  think  that  in  the  short 
time  he  had  been  a  Member  of  the  House 
he  had  ever  seen  a  more  dastardly  attack 
on  a  Member  tha  i  had  been  made  on  him 
that  night.  He  said  so  advisedly.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Merthyr  Tydvil  wrote 
him  a  letter  saying  that  he  intended  to 
mention  his  name.  He  told  the  hon. 
Member  he  would  give  him  any  informa- 
tion he  might  desire  and  then  the  hon. 
Member  calmly  told  him  that  since  he 
was  not  paying  the  union  rate  of  wages — 


*Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  :  I  rise  to  order. 
I  expressly  informed  the  hon.  Member  that 
that  was  no  part  of  my  complaint.  It  is  a 
fact  all  the  same  that  he  employs  boy  and 
girl  labour  when  other  manufacturers 
employ  men  labour,  which  may  account  for 
the  different  quality  of  the  goods  supplied. 
I  expressly  said  to  him  that  that  was  no 
part  of  my  case  against  the  firm,  and  that 
it  was  purely  as  a  Member  of  this  House, 
desirous  to  see  honest  treatment  in  con- 
nection with  public  Departments,  that  I 
intended  to  call  attention  to  the  matter. 


*Mr.  M  ACONOCHIE  said  he  turned  to 
the  hon.  Member  and  said  that  his  firm 
used  modern  methods  in  their  manufac- 
ture ;  that  they  never  were  known  to  grind 
the  faces  of  their  workmen  ;  and  that  they 
would  undertake  to  prove  that,  although 
they  used  machinery  their  men  for  years 
past  had  earned  much  higher  weekly 
wages  than  the  workers  in  any  other 
house  doing  the  same  class  of  work.  The 
Committee  would  notice  that  the  hon. 
Member  had  been  careful  to  mention  the 
name  of  one  English  firm  and  the 
firm  with  which  he  was  connected,  but 
carefully  refrained  from  mentioning  firms 
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in  Aberdeen  who  employed  the  men  who 
had  instigated  him  to  bring  forward  this 
matter. 


*Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  said  no  one  had 
instigated  him  to  make  the  attack*  He 
had  neither  been  approached  nor  had  he 
approached  any  one  connected  with  any 
firm  in  relation  to  this  matter.  The  only 
person  he  had  seen  was  the  secretary  of 
the  Tin  Makers'  Trade  Union. 


♦Mr.  MACONOCHIE  said  there  never 
had  been  more  care  exercised  by  the  War 
Office  in  testing  all  the  food  products 
which  were  sent  out.  He  was  perfectly 
confident  that  the  firms  mentioned  in  this 
complaint  had  nothing  to  fear.  He  had 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that  many  of 
them  made  great  sacrifices,  and  laid  by 
their  own  special  work,  to  do  the  work 
they  were  called  upon  to  perform. 


Lord  STANLEY  said  he  would 
answer  some  of  the  questions  which  had 
been  raised  in  the  course  of  the  debate. 
First  of  all  he  would  deal  with  what  fell 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Isle  of 
Wight  on  the  question  of  guns.  The  re- 
marks of  his  predecessor  in  office  had  been 
quoted,  and  it  had  been  inferred  that,  as 
no  result  followed  then,  so  there  would 
be  no  result  now.  But  it  should  be  re- 
membered that  shortly  after  those  remarks 
were  made  the  war  broke  out,  and  the 
matter  was  for  a  time  at  a  standstill. 
But  since  the  war  came  to  an  end  inquiry 
had  taken  place,  and  trial  had  been  made 
of  quick-firing  guns  by  separate  firms  and 
by  the  ordnance  factory,  and  there  had 
been  a  conference  of  manufacturers  with 
Government  experts,  and  a  specification 
had  been  made  adopting  the  best 
portions  of  several  guns;  and  now  the 
War  Office  had  ordered  a  battery  from 
two  firms,  and  he  believed  that  in  the 
result  they  would  have  a  gun  infinitely 
superior  to  any  now  in  existence.  The 
two  batteries  would  be  tested  equipped 
as  they  would  be  in  time  of  war.  He 
hoped  that  next  month  they  would  have 
two  complete  batteries  which  they  could 
test  one  against  the  other.  They  would 
then  in  a  short  time  be  in  a  position  to 
lay  their  decision  before  the  House  and 
the  countrv.  No  one  could  realise  more 
fully  than  his  right  hon.  friend  that  there 
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was  grave  national  danger  in  not  having 
these  guns ;  but  his  right  hon.  friend 
could  not  commit  the  country  to  a  large 
expenditure  of  money  for  the  rearmament 
of  the  artillery  until  he  received  from  his 
military  advisers  an  assurance  that  the 
gun  which  they  asked  him  to  have  made 
was  one  which  was  calculated  to  fulfil  all 
their  requirements. 

With  regard  to  the  auditors,  they  had 
had  three  reports  from  each  general 
officer  commanding  the  Army  Corps,  and 
each  of  them  spoke  very  highly  of  the 
work  done  by  the  auditors  in  their 
district,  who  had  not  only  carried  out  the 
audit  but  had  given  much  excellent 
financial  advice.  The  audit  was  final  as 
far  as  the  War  Office  were  concerned. 
They  were  now  considering  whether 
certain  other  duties  could  be  devolved 
upon  the  auditors,  and  also  whether  they 
could  send  out  more  auditors.  With 
regard  to  decentralisation,  general  officers 
commanding  did  not  in  many  cases 
realise  how  much  they  could  do 
without  referring  to  the  War  Office. 
Many  of  the  questions  which  were  sent 
up  for  decision  were  being  sent  back  with 
an  intimation  that  it  was  within  the 
province  of  the  general  officers  concerned 
to  decide  them.  The  general  officers  were 
gradually  finding  out  how  much  power 
they  possessed,  and  the  War  Office  were 
considering  whether  they  could  give  them 
even  more  power  than  they  had  at  present. 

As  to  the  destruction  of  rations  in 
South  Africa,  the  War  Office  had  done 
all  they  could  to  ensure  that  the  goods 
sent  out  were  of  the  best  quality.  They 
had  inspectors  at  the  places  where  the 
goods  were  manufactured,  and  when  the 
goods  were  sent  to  Woolwich  inspectors 
took  tins  from  almost  every  consignment 
for  examination.  Not  only  the  goods, 
but  also  the  tins,  were  sent  to  the 
Government  analyst  for  analysis,  and 
there  had  not  been  a  case  in  which  the 
analyst  had  not  been  able  to  make  a  most 
favourable  report.  The  question  of  the 
destruction  of  rations  was  one  on  which 
a  definite  statement  could  not  be  made 
at  present.  The  first  notice  the  War 
Office  had  of  the  destruction  was  by 
seeing  it  in  the  public  Press.  They  at  once 
telegraphed  out  for  a  full  report.  They 
found  from  that  report  that,  as  there 
was  a  certain  amount  of  sickness  which 
was  attributed  to  defective  rations,  the 
general    officer    commanding  assembled 

Lord  Stanley. 


the  Board,  with  the  result  that  th* 
Board  ordered  the  destruction  of  a  large 
quantity  of  rations.  The  rations  were 
accordingly  destroyed.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North  Aberdeen  had  said  that 
during  the  time  of  the  destruction  it 
was  noticed  that  the  natives  took  away 
rations,  and  that  they  probably  suffered 
no  ill  effects. 


MR.  PIR1E  said  he  stated  what  pur- 
ported to  be  the  account  of  an  eye- 
witness. 

Lord  STANLEY :  Even  if  there  was  a 
suspicion  that  some  of  these  rations  were 
good  and  ought  not  to  have  been 
destroyed,  he  thought,  in  view  of  the 
report,  the  general  officer  commanding 
would  have  received  the  censure  of  this 
House  if  he  had  not  destroyed  them. 
The  question  of  personal  liability  was  not 
one  which  could  be  gone  into  at  the 
present  moment.  It  would  probably  have 
to  be  considered  from  the  legal  point  of 
view,  and  any  statement  now  -might 
prejudice  their  own  case  and  be  unfair  to 
those  with  whom  they  were  dealing.  It 
was  only  right  to  say,  however,  that  the 
various  firms  who  furnished  them  with 
supplies  during  the  war  undoubtedly  did 
their  best  to  keep  them  well  supplied 
with  the  best  article,  and  that  they  should 
take  into  consideration  that  goods  which 
had  to  go  through  the  tropics  and  then 
up  country,  and  had  to  be  left  out  in  all 
weathers,  were  not  so  likely  to  keep  as. 
those  which  were  carefully  stored  at 
home. 

As  to  the  question  of  recruits,  he  could 
assure  his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Southwark  that  neither  his  hon.  friend 
nor  he  had  seen  the.document  from  which 
he  quoted,  nor  were  those  at  the  War 
Office  who  were  in  charge  of  the  Depart- 
ment which  would  issue  such  a  document 
able  to  identify  it. 

Mr.  CUST  assured  the  noble  Lord  that 
the  document  was  perfectly  genuine,  and 
that  it  was  received  from  the  authorities. 

Lord  STANLEY  said  he  could  not  ask 
his  hon.  friend  to  give  the  name  of  the 
receiver  in  public,  but  perhaps  he  would 
let  him  see  the  document  privately,  so 
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that  he  might  ascertain  from  where  it  I 
emanated,  and  by  whose  authority  it  was 
issued.     With  regard  to  the  question  of 
character,  he  had  always  been  strongly  of  I 
opinion  that,  if  they  insisted  on  characters  | 
with  recruits,  they  should  get  a  better  class  I 
of  men.     But  there  were  cases  in  which  he 
thought  they  were  justified,  after  making 
careful  inquiries  themselves,  in  not  insist- 
ing on  a  written  character  from  the  em- 
ployer.  Those  were,  he  admitted,   cases 
which  ought  to  be  exceptional,   and  he  I 
trusted  that  they  would  be  only  excep- 1 
tional.     The  hon.  Baronet  had  asked  him  I 
what  were  the  future  proposals  in  regard  to 
the  Remount  Department.    He  might  say 
that   the  time  of  the  present  Inspector- 
General  of  Remounts  was  nearly  up,  and 
he  would  be  replaced  by  Colonel  Benson, 
an   excellent    cavalry  officer,    who    was! 
known  to  many  Members  of  the  House. } 
-Colonel  Benson  would  have  some  Regular  I 
subordinates,  and    he  would   be    called  I 
upon    to  work    out  a  scheme  for    the 
•expansion  of  his  office  in  time  of  war. 
There  would  be  in  this  country  six  pur- 
chasing officers  in  areas  which  would  be, 
.as  far  as  possible,  equal  areas  of  horse, 
population.    They  would  not  have  regular 
•establishments    under    them,    but    they 
would  be  called  upon  to  make  their  own 
propositions    as    to   whom    they  would 
employ  in  time  of  war.     It  would  be 
their  duty  to  make  all  the  arrangements 
in     their    respective    districts    for    the 
registering  of  horses,  for  the  taking  up 
of  horses  in  times  of  emergency,  and  for 
the  supply  of  the  Army  both  in  time  of 

ree  and  war.  In  addition  there  would 
a  certain  number  of  officers  in  the1 
colonies,  and  others  would  be  told  off  tc 
go  abroad  at  stated  periods,  and  who 
would  proceed  to  the  countries  where,  iij 
time  of  war,  they  would  be  required  to 
purchase.  These  officers  would  be  re- 
quired to  formulate  a  scheme  to  th< 
satisfaction  of  the  head  of  the  Depart 
ment,  for  the  development  of  an  estab 
lishment  for  purchasing  in  those  countries 

Mr.  MALCOLM  (Suffolk,  StowmarketJ 
asked  whether  any  plan  had  been  adopted 
for   permanent    breeding  establishment 
for  remounts  in  Canada,  or  other  colonies 

Lord    STANLEY    said     that    then* 
was      no     actual     scheme     at     present, 
although   one    such  establishment  wa 
contemplated    for    South     Africa.     He 
wery     much    regretted   that    the    hon. 


Member  for  Bolton  took  the  view  he 
did  of  the  tenant  system  of  canteen. 
He  could  noi  agree  with  that  view,  and 
he  referred  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
Udershot,  where  the  tenant  system  was 
largely  employed,  and  where  the  uni- 
versal opinion  of  the  officers  was  that 
the  supplies  were  good,  the  prices 
moderate,  and  the  soldiers  satisfied. 
The  returns  were  far  greater,  unit  by 
unit  and  year  by  year,  than  under  the 
regimental  system,  while  the  officers 
were  entirely  free  for  their  regimental 
duties. 

MR.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  E.)  said 
there  was  one  point  in  reference  to  the 
scheme  of  the  War  Office  for  the  British 
troops  in  South  Africa  which  had  not  been 
dealt  with,  and  upon  which  he  desired 
some  information.     They  were  told  in 
March  last  that  the  permanent  British 
forces  to  be  stationed  in  South  Africa 
would  number  15,000 ;  but  now  they  were 
told  that  they   were  to  be  25,000.   The 
Secretary  for  War  had  not  stated  to  the 
Committee  the  reason  for  that  increase. 
Was  there  any  reason  connected  with  the 
i  condition  of  things  in  South  Africa,  or 
with  the  relation  in  which  we  stood  to 
i  foreign  Powers  in  various  parts  of  the 
[  world  1     Some  adequate  reason  should 
be  given  for  this  change  of  policy.     The 
Secretary  for  War  had  stated  that  the 
new  policy  would  entail  a  considerable 
increase  of  expenditure,  and   on    that 
ground  alone  he  was  opposed  to  it ;  but 
there  was  another  ground — viz.,  that  this 
I  country  was  not  to  pay  for  it,  but  that 
I  the  expenditure  was  to  be  put  on  India. 
He    held  that   to  make  India  pay    the 
increased  cost  was  unfair  and  ungenerous. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  the  main  idea 
of  economy  which  the  Government  had 
I  as  regarded  the  Navy  was  to  get  contri- 
{ butions  from  the  colonies ;  and  the  main 
I  idea  of  economy  as  regarded  the   Army 
was  to  coerce   the    Indian   Exchequer. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Forest     of     Dean     had      alluded     to 
the    correspondence    that    had    passed 
between    the     Government    of      India 
and   the    India    Office     and    the    War 
Office  in  regard  to  the  large  increased  ex- 
penditure imposed  upon  India  in  connec- 
[  tion  with  the  short  service  system  with- 
f  out  the  consent  of  the  Indian  Government, 
1  and  even  without  any  notice  having  been 
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given  to  it.  Every  Viceroy  from  Lord 
North  brook  to  Lord  Curzon  had  protested 
against  the  way  in  which  the  Indian 
Exchequer  was  perpetually  being  drawn 
upon,  particularly  by  the  War  Office. 
The  Indian  Government  had  constantly 
complained  that  alterations  in  the  military 
administration  to  suit  the  needs  of  the 
Army  at  home  were  introduced,  and 
extra  charges  were  made  on  the  finances 
of  India,  without  any  regard  to  either 
the  financial  or  military  necessities  of 
India,  and  without  any  consultation 
whatever  with  the  Indian  Government. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had,  however, 
gone  a  step  further,  because  he  was  going 
to  put  on  the  Indian  Exchequer  a  charge 
for  British  troops  in  South  Africa  which 
were  not  borne  on  the  Indian  establish- 
ment, with  which  India  had  no  connection, 
and  for  which  she  could  not  have  any 
responsibility.  It  was  within  the  know- 
ledge of  the  House  that  a  British  regi- 
ment had  always  been  stationed  in  Ceylon, 
Singapore,  and  Mauritius,  but  it  had 
never  been  proposed  that  the  cost  of 
these  regiments  should  be  charged  against 
the  finances  of  India,  and  yet  these 
places  were  much  nearer  India  than 
South  Africa  was.  He  ventured  to  say 
that  the  real  reason  for  the  proposal  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  not  military 
exigencies  but  financial  exigencies.  The 
Government  had  not  the  courage  to  face 
the  necessity  of  imposing  extra  taxation 
on  the  people  of  this  country  to  meet 
this  charge.  Before  the  final  resolution 
imposing  an  inequitable  charge  on  the 
finances  of  India,  was  passed,  the  House 
of  Commons  should  have  ample  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  it  in  all  its  bearings, 
because  the  matter  was  vastly  important 
politically  and  Imperially. 

Lord  STANLEY  said   he  was- how 
able  to  inform  the  Committee  that  the 
Mr.  Buchanan. 


circular  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Bermondsey  had  been  issued  by  the 
junior  officer  in  one  particular  regimental 
district.  It  was  absolutely  and  entirely 
unauthorised,  and  although,  owing  to  his 
hon,  friend  having  given  it  to  him  con- 
fidentially, no  action  could  be  taken  in 
this  particular  case,  he  would  see  if 
anything  could  be  done  by  general 
instruction  to  prevent  any  such  circular 
being  issued  in  future  without  authority 
from  headquarters. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  WARNER  asked 
whether  the  new  guns  would  be  ready  for 
trial  in  August,  and  if  the  whole  Artillery 
would  be  re-armed  before  the  House  met 
again?  He  congratulated  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  the  action  he  had  taken  in 
regard  to  the  small  depots.  The  final 
question  was  whether  the  extra  troops 
for  South  Africa  would  be  taken  out  of 
the  First  Army  Corps. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHUROHILL  said 
he  would  ask  his  right  hon.  friend  to 
take  into  his  serious  consideration  the 
extension  of  the  special  Volunteer  decora- 
tions to  those  who  had  given  long  service 
in  the  Yeomanry. 

Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
GREE  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.)  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
would  lay  on  the  Table  the  Papers  in 
connection  with  the  increase  of  the  troops 
in  South  Africa,  and  wh  ether  there  would 
be  full  opportunity  for  discussion  before 
imposing  any  new  burden  on  the  finances 
of  India  ? 

And,  it  being  midnight,  the  Chairman 
left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  on  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  at  five  minute*  after 
Twelve  o'clock. 
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PRIVATE  MIL  BUSINESS. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that    the    Clerk    of   the    Parlia- 
ments  had  laid   upon   the    Table    the 
Certificates  from  the  Examiners  that  the 
further  Standing  Orders   applicable   to 
the  following  Bills  have  been  complied 
W  with.       Croydon  and    District  Electric 
'i  Tramways;  Castleblayney,    Ready,  and 
*§  Armagh  Railway  (Extension    of  Time). 

^S  The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
.§>  Table. 

•|  Western  Valleys  (Monmouthshire) 
I  Sewerage  Board  Bill ;  A  witness  ordered 
**  to  attend  the  Select  Committee. 

I 

.§  Beckenham  Urban  District  Council 
J  Bill ;  Reported  from  the  Select  Com- 
^  niittee,  with  Amendments. 


<§<     South 


Lancashire     Tramways     Bill 

a  [h.l.];  Didcot,    Newbury,    and    South- 

[h.l.];   Returned 

agreed    to,    with 


s^  arnpton  Railway    Bill 
^  from  the    Commons 
I  Amendments. 


I  London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast 
I  Railway  Bill  [h.l]  ;  Mersey  Docks  and 
|  Harbour  Board  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Returned 
*  from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with 
■*•  Amendments.  The  said  Amendments 
«  considered  and  agreed  to. 

^T  Broadstairs  Gas  Bill;  Hyde  Corpora- 
•g  tion  Bill ;  Leigh  Corporation  Bill ;  Great 
•§  Northern  Railway  Bill ;  Metropolitan 
^  District  Railway  (Various  Powers)  Bill; 
s  Midland  and  Belfast  and  Northern 
^  Counties  Railways  Bill ;  Returned  from 

the  Commons    with  the    Amendments 

agreed  to. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  3)  Bill;  Local  Government 
(Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5) 
Bill;  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  7)  Bill.  Moved, 
That  the  order  made  on  the  16th  March 
last,  "  That  no  Provisional  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill  brought  from  the  House  of 
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Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time 
after  the  18th  day  of  June  next,"  be 
dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bills  be  now 
read  2a;  agreed  to;  Bills  read  2*  ac- 
cordingly. 

Lanarkshire  Tramways  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill  [h.l.].  Read  3a  (according 
to  Order) ;  Amendments  made ;  Bill 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

Drainage  and  Improvement  of  Lands 
(Ireland)  Provisional  Order  Bill.  Moved, 
That  the  order  made  on  the  16th  day  of 
March  last,  "  That  no  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  brought  from  the  House 
of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time 
after  the  18th  day  of  June  next,"  be 
dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
reaa  2a ;  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2*  accord- 
ingly, and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  Tuesday  next. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
£No.  5)  Bill.  Read  3a  (according  to 
Order),  with  the  Amendment,  and  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  3)  Bill ;  Local  Government 

S Ireland)    Provisional    Orders     (No.    7) 
Sill ;   Committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Tuesday  next. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  5)  Bill.  Committed:  The 
Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

TREATY  SERIES,  No.  11  (1903). 
Accession  of  Donmark  to  the  Inter- 
national Convention  of  9th  September 
1886,  establishing  an  International  Union 
for  the  protection  of  literary  and  artistic 
works,  and  also  to  the  additional  Act  and 
Declaration,  signed  at  Paris,  4th  May 
1896.     (1st  July,  1903). 

NATIONAL  EDUCATION  (IRELAND) 
Sixty-ninth  Report    of    the    Commis- 
sioners of  National  Education  in  Ireland, 
for  the  year  1902. 


No. 
1902. 

2M 


COLONIES  (ANNUAL). 
389.    Sierra  Leone;    Report 


for 
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TRINIDAD. 
Report  of  the  Commission  of  Inquiry 
into  the  recent  disturbances  at  Port  of 
Spain,  Trinidad.  Papers  relating  to  the 
recent  disturbances  at  Port  of  Spain, 
Trinidad ;  Presented  (by  Command),  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

UNIVERSITIES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT. 
Annual  Report  on   the   state  of  the 
finances  of  the  University  of  Glasgow, 
under  the  provisions  of  Section  30  of  the 
Universities  (Scotland)  Act,  1889. 

t  PUBLIC  RECORDS  (POST  OFFICE). 
Fourth  Schedule,  containing  a  list  and 
particulars  of  classes  of  documents  exist- 
ing or  accruing  in  the  (Mice  of  His 
Majesty's  Postmaster-General  which  are 
not  considered  of  sufficient  public  value 
to  justify  their  preservation  in  the  Public 
Record  Office. 

Laid  before  the  Hout>e  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (NO.  5)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order);  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment; Standing  Committee  negatived. 
Bill  to  be  read  3a  on  Monday  next. 

THE  ACCESSION  OATH. 
♦Lord  BRA  YE,  who  had  given  notice 
"To  ask  His  Majesty's  Government 
whether  they  intend  to  propose  any 
further  legislation  in  reference  to  the 
Accession  Oath  imposed  on  the  Sover- 
eign by  the  Statute  of  William  and 
Mary,  commonly  called  the  Royal  De- 
claration "  said  :  My  Lords,  since  placing 
this  Question  on  the  Paper  I  have  learnt 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  certain  members 
of  your  Lordships'  House  to  re-open  the 
question  of  the  Accession  Oath  early  next 
session,  and  to  propose  legislation  in  re- 
ference to  it.  That  being  so,  I  beg  leave 
to  withdraw  the  Question  standing  in  my 
name  for  the  present,  and  to  express  the 
hope  that  when  the  time  comes  the 
Government  may  deal  favourably  with 
and  adopt  any  satisfactory  measure  that 
may  be  propounded  in  the  direction  of  a 
remedy. 

THE  POLITICAL  CONDITION  OF 
MALTA. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON,  who  had 
given  notice  "To  call  attention    to  the 


Papers  relating  to  the  Political  Condition 
of  Malta  recently  laid  before  the  House," 
said  :  My  Lords,  as  I  understand  it  would 
be  very  convenient  to  the  noble  Lord, 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  to  proceed  as 
rapidly  as  possible  with  the  Motor-Cars 
Bill,  and  as  I  believe  it  would  be  in 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  House 
that  I  should  not  interpose  between  your 
Lordships  and  the  Committee  on  that 
Bill,  I  will  noti  proceed  with  my  Question 
at  the  present  time. 

The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)  :  I  should 
like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  noble 
Marquess  for  the  course  he  has  taken.  I 
nearly  asked  him  to  postpone  his  Question 
but  I  did  not  like  to  do  so  in  case  it 
might  place  him  in  any  difficulty ;  but 
with  the  courtesy  which  is  usual  between 
us,  the  noble  Marquess  has  taken  this 
course  entirely  on  his  own  initiative. 

MOTORCARS  BILL  [H.L/J. 
House  in     Committee    (according    to 
Order). 

[The  Earl  of  Morley  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  I. 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  moved  to 
insert  words  to  provide  that  the  driver  of 
a  motor-car,  when  driving  through  towns, 
villages,  or  populous  places,  turning 
corners,  or  passing  branch  roads,  exceeded 
the  ordinary  speed  in  like  circumstances 
of  horse  conveyances,  or  when  passing 
or  meeting  any  horse-drawn  vehicle, 
did  not  slow  down,  and,  if  requested, 
stop,  so  .as  not  to  frighten  the  horse 
or  horses  drawing  such  vehicle,  he 
should  be  guilty  of  an  offence.  He 
said  it  appeared  to  him  that  there 
were  two  great  principles  which  should 
be  kept  in  view  in  legislating  on  this 
question.  The  first  was  not  to  place 
any  restriction  upon  motor  traffic  except 
that  which  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  public  safety,  and  the  second  was  to 
secure  a  ready  means  of  identification  of 
those  who  broke  the  law.  As  regarded 
the  present  law,  to  fix  twelve  miles  as 
the  maximum  speed  for  a  machine 
which  had  been  proved  in  Ireland  to  be 
capable  of  going  at  the  rate  of  ninety-five 
miles  an  hour  was  an  absurdity,  and  it 
seemed  to  him  equally  absurd   that  the 
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same  speed  which  was  applied  to  roads 
in  the  country  should  also  be  applied  to 
the  streets  of  Piccadilly  and  St.  James's. 
He  contended  that  twelve  miles  an  hour 
in  a  town  was  far  too  excessive.  He  did 
not  believe  that  there  was  any  horse- 
drawn  vehicle  in  London  which  travelled 
more  than  ten  miles  an  hour,  even  if  as 
much  as  that.  What  had  been  the 
result  of  fixing  a  special  speed?  Why, 
the  law  had  been  broken  in  a  shameful 
way.  Men  went  about  in  goggles  and 
in  a  ghastly  sort  of  headgear  too  horrible 
to  look  at,  and  it  was  clear  that  when 
they  put  on  that  dress  they  meant  to 
break  the  law.  If  they  were  not  going 
to  break  the  law  but  to  confine  themselves 
to  a  speed  of  twelve  miles  an  hour,  why 
should  not  they  dress  like  any  ordinary 
person!  It  was  quite  clear  that  they 
intended  to  break  the  law,  and  he  grieved 
to  say  that  within  the  last  ten  days  he 
had  seen  two  members  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  thus  strangely  attired. 
He  knew  nothing  to  compare  to  this 
lawlessness  except,  perhaps,  the  passive 
resistance  of  the  Nonconformists.  They, 
however,  before  they  passively  resisted, 
held  prayer- meetings  and  prayed  for 
strength  to  be  able  to  resist  the  law. 
He  did  not  believe  that  motorists  who 
broke  the  law  had  prayer  -  meetings 
before  they  did  so,  or  offered  up  any 
silent  prayer  They  trusted  to  their 
speed,  and  carried  no  distinctive  mark, 
so  that  they  could  knock  down  people 
in  the  highway  and  inhumanly  pass 
them  by  at  a  high  rate  of  speed.  Lord 
Camperdown  had  referred  the  other  day 
to  the  case  of  a  young  lady  at  Cheam, 
whose  horse  was  frightened  by  a  motor- 
car and  who  was  thrown  into  a  ditch, 
where  she  was  found  severely  injured. 
The  motorist,  however,  drove  off.  He 
thought  the  Home  Office  ought  to  offer 
a  large  reward  which  would  bring  that 
person  to  justice. 

Notwithstanding  their  experience  of 
the  twelve  miles  limit,  some  people 
were  desirous  of  fixing  a  limit  of 
twenty  miles  or  more.  What  would 
be  the  result  ]  They  would  simply  be 
altering  the  speed,  but  the  illegality 
would  go  on  just  the  same.  Motorists 
capable  of  going  thirty  miles  an  hour 
would  not  be  content  with  twenty,  and 
the  public  would  be  in  the  same  difficulty 
as   before.     That     was     why     he     had 


endeavoured  to  put  on  the  Paper  an 
Amendment  which,  although  it  did  not 
fix  any  positive  rate  of  speed,  would 
protect  the  public  if  it  were  inserted  in 
the  l>'\\\  The  first  part  of  Jus  Amend- 
ment was  practically  the  same  as  the 
Resolution  which  he  read  to  their  Lord- 
ships when  two  months  ago  he  put  a 
Question  to  his  noble  friend  as  to  whether 
the  Government  were  or  were  not 
going  to  legislate  on  this  question.  It 
came  to  their  Lordships  backed  by  the 
unanimous  support  of  one  of  the  County 
Councils  of  the  country.  His  Amend- 
ment covered  the  whole  of  the  points 
with  regard  to  which  there  should  be 
caution,  and  if  their  Lordships  adopted 
it  the  clause  would  read — 

"  If  any  driver  of  a  motor-car  when  drivii  g 
through  towns,  villages,  or  populous  places, 
turning  corners,  or  passing  branch  roads,  shall 
exceed  the  ordinary  speed  in  like  circumstances 
of  horse  conveyances,  or,  when  passing  or 
meeting  any  horse-drawn  vehicle,  shall  not 
slow  down,  and,  if  requested,  stop  so  as  not  to 
frighten  the  horse  or  horses  drawing  such 
vehicle  ;  and  if  any  person  drives  a  motor- 
car on  a  public  highway  recklessly,  or  at  a 
•speed  which  is  dangerous  to  the  public,  haviug 
regard  to  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  in- 
cluding the  nature,  condition,  and  the  use  of 
the  highway,  and  to  the  amount  of  traffic 
which  actually  is  at  the  time,  or  which  might  be 
expected  to  be,  on  the  highway,  that  person 
shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence  under  this  Act." 

The  County  Councils  Association  of 
Scotland  had  sent  a  Memorial  to  his 
noble  friend  on  this  subject,  in  which 
they  pointed  out  that  in  that  country 
there  were  very  many  roads  which  were 
exceedingly  narrow  and  steep.  He 
thought  his  Amendment  would  meet 
the  requirements  of  that  Association  At 
any  rate,  this  was  a  much  better  way 
of  dealing  with  the  question  than  by  fix- 
ing any  special  rate  of  speed.  He  felt 
strongly  that  the  question  with  which 
Clause  1  dealt  should  not  be  left  to  the 
local  authorities,  and  that  there  should 
be  one  law  with  regard  to  the  safety 
of  the  public  and  reckless  driving. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  5,  after  '  any '  to  insert  the 
words  *  driver  of  a  motor-car  when  driving 
through  towns,  villages,  or  populous  places,  tui  n- 
ing  comers,  or  passing  branch  roads,  shall  ex- 
ceed the  ordinary  speed  in  like  circumstances  of 
horse  conveyances,  or,  when  passing  or  meeting 
any  horse-drawn  vehicle,  shall  not  slow  down, 
and,  if  requested,  stop  so  as  not  to  frighten 
the  horse  or  horses  drawing  such  vehicle  ;  and 
if  any ')."— {The  Earl  of  Wemyss.) 

2  M  2 
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Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
My  Lords,  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  accept 
this  Amendment,  and  I  will  endeavour 
very  briefly  to  state  the  reasons.  The 
noble  Earl  has  covered  a  somewhat  wide 
field  in  moving  it,  and  I  shall  not 
follow  him  on  to  all  the  points  which  he 
has  raised.  I  should  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  saying  that  I  see  a  good 
many  Amendments  on  the  Paper  of  a 
practical  nature,  and  on  a  great  many  of 
the  points  raised  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
meet  the  wishes  of  noble  Lords  who 
have  put  down  Amendments.  Although 
I  have  to  ask  your  Lordships  not  to 
accept  the  first  Amendment  to  which  I 
am  speaking,  I  hope  the  House  will  not 
assume  that  I  am  in  the  slightest  degree 
going  to  take  up  a  non  possumus  attitude 
with  regard  to  many  of  the  proposals  on 
the  Paper.  But  this  proposal  would  not 
do  on  several  grounds.  In  the  first 
place,  the  general  idea  of  the  clause  is 
to  put  in  the  forefront  of  its  provisions 
the  prohibition  against  reckless  driving 
of  all  kinds,  and  to  make  reckless  driving 
under  all  circumstances,  whatever  those 
circumstances  are,  the  offence  for  which 
the  punishment  is  to  be  meted  out. 
The  noble  Earl  proposes  to  alter  the 
phraseology.  I  put  it  to  the  House  that 
the  first  part  of  his  Amendment  is 
absolutely  covered  by  the  general  provi- 
sion against  rash  and  reckless  driving, 
and  the  second  part  of  it  proceeds  on 
very  dangerous  Kites,  because  it  specifies 
certain  instances  of  reckless  driving,  and 
when  you  specify  instances  without  mak- 
ing sure  that  you  specify  the  whole,  you 
spoil  the  effect  of  the  generality  of  the 
prohibition  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 
clause.  The  latter  part  of  the  Amend- 
ment with  regard  to  the  question  of 
frightening  horses  is  clearly  a  matter  to 
be  dealt  with  by  regulation  and  not  by 
statute.  It  is  already  provided  for  in 
the  existing  regulations,  and  if  those 
regulations  are  not  strong  enough,  I 
am  quite  prepared  to  listen  to  a 
proposal  to  make  them  stronger.  But 
these  regulations  have  the  force  of 
a  statute,  and  do  not  run  counter  to  the 
idea  of  the  noble  Earl  that  there  ought  to 
be  general  legislation  and  not  legislation 
at  the  instance  of  the  local  authorities. 
So  far  as  the  precise  wording  of  the 
Amendment  proposed  by  the  noble  Earl 


is  concerned,  I  hope  the  House  will  not 
accept  it. 

On  Question,  Amendment  negatived. 

Lord  HENEAGE,  who  had  given 
notice  to  move  the  insertion,  after 
the  words  "  If  any  person  drives," 
of  the  words  "or  being  the  owner, 
permits  to  be  driven,"  said  he  de- 
sired to  make  a  slight  alteration  in 
his  Amendment.  He  had  been  in- 
formed that  the  word  "  permits  "  would 
cover  the  fact  that  the  owner  was  obliged 
to  be  present ;  but  since  placing  the 
Amendment  on  the  Paper  he  had  taken 
other  advice,  and  was  informed  that  the 
word  "  present "  ought  to  be  put  into  the 
Amendment.  He  therefore  wished  to 
alter  his  Amendment  so  that  it  would 
read  "  or,  being  the  owner,  is  present  and 
permits  to  be  driven."  This  was  an 
Amendment  which  was  desired  by 
those  who  wished  to  strengthen  the 
Bill,  and  it  had  the  entire  approval 
of  motorists  generally.  Seeing  that  those 
who  were  not  motorists,  and  that  those 
motorists  who  desired  that  reckless 
driving  should  be  put  a  stop  to  were 
agreed  with  regard  to  the  Amendment, 
he  ventured  to  hope  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  would  accept  it.  He  was 
quite  certain  that  until  the  owner  was 
made  responsible  it  would  be  quite  im- 
possible to  stop  reckless  driving.  What 
owners  and  drivers  of  motor-cars  had 
got  to  be  made  to  understand  was  that 
motor-cars,  however  useful  they  might  be, 
could  not  monopolise  the  roads  and 
terrorise  over  those  who  used  the  roads, 
and  that  could  only  be  accomplished  by 
including  the  owner  within  the  clause. 
They  could  not  expect  the  paid  drivers 
to  show  that  courtesy  and  consideration, 
which  the  noble  Lord  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  had  properly  said  the  other  night  was 
wanting  on  the  part  of  many  motorists,  if 
the  owners  of  the  motor-cars  did  not 
themselves  give  the  drivers  an  example ; 
and  it  was  not  unfair  to  assume  that 
when  an  accident  happened  and  the 
driver  drove  away,  he  had  the  consent  of 
the  owner,  if  the  owner  was  in  the  car,, 
even  if  he  was  not  acting  under  his  direct 
authority.  It  was  a  cowardly  thing  to 
do,  and  yet  they  saw  in  the  newspapers 
day  after  day  that  people  who  were 
knocked  down  and  injured  were  being 
left  lying  in  the  road  by  motorists,  and. 
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he  was  sorry  to  say  that  in  most  cases 
the  owners  of  the  cars  were  in  them. 
He  had  been  asked  to  make  the  clause 
applicable  to  owners  in  all  cases,  but  he 
did  not  think  that  would  be  fair.  He 
had  also  been  asked  to  include  the  hirer  : 
but  there  again  he  did  not  think  such 
a  provision  would  bo  fair.  But  he  failed 
to  see  why  the  owner  should  not  be  made 
responsible  when  he  was  present  on  the 
•car.  The  noble  Lord  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  had  said  the  other  night  that  there 
was  a  provision  in  the  Summary  Juris- 
diction Act  on  which  he  relied.  Under 
Section  5  of  that  Act  the  provision,  which 
made  the  owner  an  accessory,  read  as 
follows — 

"  Every  person  who  shall  aid,  abet,  counsel, 
or  procure  the  commission  of  any  o tfence 
which  is  or  hereafter  shall  be  punishable  on 
summary  conviction,  shall  be  liable  to  be  pro- 
ceeded against  and  convicted  for  the  same. 

It  might  be  difficult  sometimes  to 
prove  that  against  the  owner  of  a  motor- 
car. He  did  not  want  to  bring  in  the 
owner  as  an  accessory,  but  to  make  him 
primarily  responsible  for  the  act  of  his 
servant  if  he  was  on  the  car  at  the  time  of 
the  accident.  He  thought  the  proposal 
a  self-evident  one.  It  had  the  support 
of  Mr.  Scott  Montagu  and  other 
motorists,  and  he  ventured  to  hope 
that  it  would  be  accepted  by  the 
Government. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1 ,  line  5,  after  the  word  *  drives ' 
to  insert  the  words  '  or,  being  the  owner,  is 
present  and  pennies  to  be  driven.' M — (Lord 
Meneage. ) 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
The  noble  Lord  went  very  thoroughly 
«nd  fairly  into  what  I  indicated  the 
other  day  would  be  my  answer  to  his 
Amendment.  But  he  did  not  altogether 
appreciate  the  point  I  wished  to  drive 
home.  The  kernel  of  the  Amendment 
is  to  make  sure  of  the  responsibility 
of  the  owner.  If  the  House  is  satisfied 
that  under  the  existing  law  the  owner, 
being  present,  can  be  made  responsible 
for  the  acts  of  the  driver,  the  case 
for  this  Amendment  will  fall  to  the 
ground.  The  noble  Lord  correctly 
referred  to  Section  5  of  the  Summary 
Jurisdiction    Act,  which    provides  that 

"  every  person  who  shall  aid,  abet,  counsel,  or 
procure  the  commission  of  any  offence  which  is 


or  hereafter  shall  be  punishable  on  summary 
conviction,  shall  be  liable  to  be  proceeded 
against  and  convicted  for  the  same. " 

The  noble  Lord  used  the  word  "  acces- 
sory.' '  I  am  informed — and  my  noble  and 
learned  friend  the  Lord  Chancellor  will 
correct  me  if  I  am  wrong— that  there 
is  no  such  thing  as  an  accessory  in 
a  misdemeanour.  Everyone  who  assists 
in  aiding  a  crime  is  a  principal.  I 
am  advised  that  if  the  owner  is 
present — and  you  do  not  wish  him 
to  be  punished  if  he  is  not  present— 
when  the  car  is  driven  recklessly, 
he  will  be  held  to  have  aided 
and  abetted  the  commission  of  the 
offence.  I  am  assured  that  the  point 
is  not  one  of  doubt  but  of  absolute 
certainty.  In  those  circumstances,  it 
being  unnecessary,  I  think  it  would 
be  unwise  to  accept  the  Amendment. 

Earl  SPENCER  thought  it  would 
be  better  to  make  the  matter  perfectly 
clear  by  inserting  the  words  proposed 
in  the  Amendment.  There  might  be 
some  doubt  about  the  point,  and  it 
would  have  to  be  proved  that  the 
owner  aided,  abetted,  counselled,  and 
procured  the  act  that  was  illegal. 
Surely  the  words  proposed  by  Lord 
Heneage  were  very  much  simpler.  The 
noble  Lord  merely  moved  to  insert 
words  providing  that  if  the  owner  was 
present  therefore  he  became  legally 
responsible.  If  the  noble  Lord  pressed 
his  Amendment,  he  should  feel  disposed 
to  support  it. 

The  Earl  of  ROSSLYN  inquired  the 
meaning  of  the  word  *' owner"  under 
the  Bill.  Would  a  man  who  hired  a 
motor-car  be,  pro  tem.,  considered  the 
owner  1 

The  Earl  of  JERSEY  said  it  should 
be  made  perfectly  clear  that  not  only 
the  owner  but  whoever  was .  being 
driven  in  the  car  should  be  responsible 
if  he  gave  orders  for  the  car  to  be  driven 
beyond  the  proper  speed.  It  often  hap- 
pened that  an  owner  lent  his  car  to  a 
friend,  who  instructed  the  driver  to  go 
at  a  high  rate  of  speed.  He  had  been 
told  that  people  driving  from  London  to 
Newmarket,  a  distance  of  sixty  or 
seventy  miles,  had  stated  that  they 
wanted  to   be  there  in   two   or   three 
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hours.  He  hoped  it  would  be  made 
clear  that  not  only  the  owner  but  also 
the  person  who  controlled  the  driver 
would  be  responsible. 

Lord  BURGHCLERE  thought  that 
the  provisions  of  the  Summary  Juris- 
diction Act  were  rather  wider  than  the 
Amendment.  It  he  correctly  under- 
stood the  noble  Lord  in  charge  of  the 
Bill,  not  only  the  owner  of  the  car  but 
any  other  person  sitting  on  the  car  who 
might  instruct  the  driver  to  go  faster 
would  come  under  that  Act. 

Th*  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (The 
Earl  of  HALSBURY):  I  do  not  think, 
with  all  respect  to  the  noble  Earl  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition,  that  the  pro- 
position laid  down  by  my  noble  friend 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  can  be 
doubted  by  any  lawyer.  It  is  one  of 
the  cardinal  principles  of  the  criminal 
law  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  an 
accesso  ry .  Anybody,  w  hether  the  owner 
or  not,  who  aids  and  incites  the  driver 
to  go  at  an  excessive  speed,  will  be 
responsible.  I  think  it  would  be  an 
undesirable  thing  to  cut  down  and 
qualify  the  responsibility  which  the 
law  casts  upon  all  persons  who,  having 
the  power  of  either  persuasion,  induce- 
ment, or  command,  encourage  others  to 
commit  an  offence,  and  who  are  made 
principals  in  the  first  degree. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  said 
he  apprehended,  from  the  speeches  that 
had    been    made,   that    there   was    no 


difference  of  opinion  with  regard 
to  the  matters  of  fact.  Every  on<r 
wished,  apparently,  to  make  the  owner 
liable.  The  "  owner  "  was  mentioned 
in  the  Act  of  1865,  and  surely  it 
was  very  much  better  that  he  should  be 
mentioned  in  this  Act.  If  there  was  any 
objection  at  all,  it  was  that  they  would  be 
thereby  making  the  Bill  less  stringent ; 
but  they  were  all  anxious  that  the  owner 
should  be  liable.  If  his  noble  friend  pro- 
ceeded to  a  division  he  would  support 
him. 

The  Earl  of  CREWE  drew  attention 
to  a  later  Amendment  on  the  Paper  in 
the  name  of  Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh,  to 
move  to  insert  after  Clause  9  the  words — 

'*  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  affect  any  liability 
of  the  driver  or  owner  of  a  motor-car  by  virtue 
of  any  statute  or  at  common  law." 

In  that  case  the  noble  Lord  used  the 
word  "owner." 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
My  objection  is  not  to  the  use  of  the 
word  "  owner,"  but  I  am  afraid  that  by 
putting  in  that  word  you  will  aflord  a 
loophole  of  escape  for  the  man  who  is  on 
the  car  but  who  is  not  the  owner. 

Lord  MONTAGU  of  BEAULIEU 
said  that  while  he  regarded  the  Amend- 
ment as  an  excellent  one,  the  position 
taken  up  by  Lord  Balfour  was  much 
stronger  as  giving  better  protection  to  the 
public.  2^.~  •— 

On  Question,  their  Lordships  divided  : 
Contents  17  ;  Not-Contents  95. 
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Ludlow,  L. 

Macnaghten,  L. 

Meldrum,  L.     (M.  Huntly.) 

Monks  well,  L. 

Montagu  of  Beaulieu,  L. 

Mostyn,  L. 

Muncaster,  L. 

Norton,  L. 

Oranniore  and  Browne,  L. 

Reav,  L. 

Ribblesdale,  L. 

Robertson,  L. 

Savile,  L. 

Shute,  L.     {V.  Harrington.) 

Stanmore,  L. 

Tredegar,  L. 

Ventry,  L. 

Wemyss,  L.     (E.  Wemyss.) 

Wenlock,  L. 

Windsor,  L. 

Wrottesley,  L. 

Zouche  of  Haryngworth,  L. 


The  Earl  of  JERSEY,  who  had  an 
Amendment  on  the  Paper  to  insert, 
after  the  words,  "  If  any  person  drives," 
the  words,  "  or  causes  to  be  driven," 
said  that  in  view  of  the  division  which 
had  just  been  taken,  which  had  not  been 
encouraging,  and  the  statement  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor  that  everyone  in  a  car 
the  driver  of  which  exceeded  the  proper 
limit  would  be  held  liable  to  fine  and 
imprisonment,  he  did  not  think  it  worth 
while  moving  his  Amendment. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR :  I  am 
afraid  I  must  protest  against  that  version 
of  what  I  said. 

The  Earl  of  ROSSLYN  asked  the 
Lord  Chancellor  if  he  would  answer  the 
Question  which  he  had  put  to  the  noble 
Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill — namely,  what 
was  the  real  meaning  of  the  word 
• 4  owner  ? " 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  :  I  take  it 
that  the  ordinary  meaning  of  the  word 
14  owner  "  is  that  which  is  put  in  the 
Act  of  Parliament  and  interpreted  by  it ; 
but  that  does  not  decide  the  question  as 
to  who  is  responsible.  Anybody  who 
aids,  abets,  and  assists  in  any  way  by  his 
presence  and  knowledge  of  what  is  being 
done  would  be  a  principal  misdemeanant. 
That  is  why  I  think  all  words  limiting 
their  responsibility  would  be  calculated 
to  interfere  with  the  efficiency  of  the 
Bill. 


The  Marquess  of  BATH  moved  an 
Amendment  to  make  the  Bill  apply  not 
only  on  a  public  highway,  but  also  '•  on 
any  roadway  to  which  the  public  have, 
or  are  granted,  access."  He  explained 
that  his  Amendment  was  drafted  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  a  motorist  escaping 
responsibility  for  an  oflence  owing  to  a 
technicality.  There  were  a  number  of 
roads  in  the  country  which,  while  they 
were  of  a  public  nature,  did  not  actually 
come  under  the  definition  of  a  public 
highway,  and  it  was  certainly  very 
desirable  that  they  should  be  included 
in  the  Bill.  There  was  another  class  of 
roads  which  he  desired  to  include — 
namely,  those  roads  to  which  the  public 
were  granted  access  by  their  owners.  He 
might  be  told  that  there  was  the  remedy 
of  closing  the  roads,  but  he  urged  on 
their  Lordships  that  it  would  only  be 
fair  to  give  the  landowners  in  those 
cases  the  opportunity  of  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  law  of  the  land,  and  so 
avoiding  what  must  always  be  to  them 
an  unpleasant  necessity. 

Amendment  moved — 

uIn  page  1,  line  5,  after  the  word  'highway* 
to  insert  the  words  •  or  on  any  roadway  to 
which  the  pubie  have,  or  are  granted,  access. '  "* 
—{The  Marquess  of  Bath.) 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  :  I 
have  great  sympathy  with  the  object 
which  the  noble  Marquess  has  in  view, 
and  I  think  he  has  hit  a  point  on  which 
the  Bill  requires  some  Amendment.  I 
am  quite  sure  that  none  of  your  Lordships 
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who  open  private  roads  to  the  general  use 
of  the  public  would  desire  to  take  the  un- 
pleasant course  of  closing  them  in  order  to 
exclude  riotous  drivers  of  motor-cars.  I 
am  prepared  to  accept  the  Amendment 
if  the  words  "  have  or  "  are  omitted,  and 
if  the  noble  Marquess  will  alter  it  to  read, 
"  or  on  any  roadway  to  which  the  public 
are  gran  tea  access.7' 

The  Marquess  of  BATH  expressed 
his  willingness  to  accept  the  suggested 
alteration. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  moved 
to  insert  after  "  recklessly,"  "or  at  a  speed 
exceeding  twenty  miles  an  hour."  Sup- 
posing these  words  for  the  moment  to 
have  been  inserted  the  clause  would  read 
in  this  way — 

"  If  any  person  drives  a  motor-car  on  a  public 
highway,  or  on  any  roadway  to  which  the 
public  are  granted  access,  recklessly,  or  at  a 
speed  exceeding  tweuty  miles  an  hour,  or  at  a 
speed  whioh  is  dangerous  to  the  public,"  etc. 

He  thought  that  would  make  the 
meaning  of  the  clause  quite  clear.  His 
Amendment  did  not  give,  as  had  been 
erroneously  supposed,  any  permission  to 
motor-car  drivers  to  drive  at  a  speed  of 
twenty  miles  an  hour,  irrespective  of 
whether  that  would  be  reckless  or  danger- 
ous ;  but  what  it  did  enact  positively  was 
this  :  that  in  no  circumstances  should  a 
motor-car  exceed  the  speed  of  twenty 
miles  an  hour.  The  Bill,  as  it  stood, 
altered  the  law;  in  fact,  it  exactly  re- 
versed the  law.  At  the  present  time 
the  law,  when  taken  with  the  regulations 
which  had  been  made  by  the  Local  Go 
vernment  Board,  was  that  when  a  car 
exceeded  a  speed  of  twelve  miles  an  hour 
the  driver  was  liable  to  be  summoned. 
This  Bill,  as  it  now  stood,  proposed  to 
reverse  that,  and  to  leave  the  limit  of 
speed  entirely  within  the  option  and  at 
the  discretion  of  the  driver,  subject 
only  to  this,  that  he  did  not  drive 
recklessly  or  at  a  speed  which  was  danger- 
ous. The  question  whether  he  drove 
recklessly  or  at  a  speed  which  was 
dangerous  was  a  matter  which  he  pre- 
sumed would  have  to  be  decided  by  the 
magistrates  before  whom  the  case  came. 
But  those  magistrates  would  not  have 
been  there,  and  would  have  to  form 
their  opinion  upon  the  evidence  brought 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh. 


before  them,  whatever  it  might  be.  He 
had  some  hesitation  in  putting  this 
Amendment  on  the  Paper  because  the 
noble  Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill  had 
said,  on  the  Second  Reading,  that  the 
Government  were  opposed  to  any 
Amendment  which  fixed  a  speed  limit. 
He  listened  very  carefully  to  the  argu- 
ments which  the  noble  Lord  then  used, 
and  he  had  read  them  since.  He  had 
read  them  with  every  desire  to  be  con- 
vinced, but,  after  full  consideration  of 
the  noble  Lord's  arguments,  he  could 
not  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  there 
was  really  anything  in  them.  In  the 
first  place,  let  them  consider  for  a 
moment  what  was  the  logic  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  with  regard 
to  this  matter.  They  said  that  under 
the  present  law  motorists  were  limited 
to  twelve  miles  an  hour,  but  that  there 
was  considerable  difficulty  in  finding  out 
whether  a  car  was  going  at  twelve 
miles  an  hour  or  at  sixteen  miles  an 
hour.  What  was  it  they  now  proposed  ? 
Why,  that  motorists  were  to  be  allowed 
to  go  at  any  speed  they  liked,  subject  to 
magistrates  being  able  to  fine 
them  for  driving  recklessly  or  furi- 
ously. Therefore,  the  law  was  absolutely 
changed,  and  the  discretion  was  entirely 
placed,  in  the  first  instance  at  all 
events,  in   the  driver. 

What  were  the  arguments  to  which 
the  noble  Lord  had  called  attention 
against  fixing  a  speed  limit  1 
He  said  that  any  limit  must  be 
in  some  cases  excessive  and  in  others 
unduly  restrictive.  The  first  part  did 
not  matter  ;  it  was  not  to  the  argument. 
Undoubtedly  there  would  be  some  cases 
in  which  a  twenty  miles  limit  would  be 
excessive,  but  that,  of  course,  was  on  the 
other  side  of  the  question.  But  where 
were  the  cases  in  which  a  speed  of 
twenty  miles  would  be  unduly  restric- 
tive 1  In  what  sense  <  ould  it  be  said 
that  a  speed  of  i  wenty  miles  was  un- 
duly restrictive  1  Anyone  other  than 
a  motorist  who  drove  at  twenty  miles 
an  hour  on  the  high  roads  would  be 
immediately  brought  up  for  furious 
driving,  and  why  should  drivers  of  motor- 
cars desire  to  go  at  these  enormous 
speeds  ?  They  were  all  agreed  that  the 
roads  in  this  country  were  not  intended, 
and  were  not  suited,  for  these  very  great 
speeds ;  and  the  only  reason  he  understood 
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Lord  Balfour  to  give  the  other  night  why 
these  speeds  should  be  permitted  at  all 
was,  that  there  were  places  like  Salisbury 
Plain.  But  there  were  not  many  of  them. 
Suppose  a  noble  Lord  or  a  farmer  was 
driving  in  a  dog-cart  over  Salisbury  Plain 
and  was  met  by  amotor-cargoing  at  the  rate 
of  forty  miles  an  hour.  It  might  be  said 
that  they  ought  not  to  object,  because  the 
motorist  had  such  control  over  his  car 
that  he  could  pull  it  up  immediately. 
But  he  did  not  pull  it  up.  Not  once  in 
four  times  had  motor-cars  which  he  had 
met  altered  their  speed  on  approaching 
him.  Indeed,  the  drivers  argued  that  it 
was  safer  to  pass  horses  going  at  a  toler- 
ably good  speed  than  at  a  slow  speed. 
That  might  be  so,-  but  when  on  horseback 
and  being  passed  by  a  motor-car,  he  had 
very  often  had  a  strong  feeling  that  in  a 
very  few  seconds  he  would  be  at  the 
bottom  of  a  ditch.  The  noble  Lord  hal 
said  that  it  was  only  reasonable  freedom 
to  place  the  discretion  as  to  speed  in  the 
hands  of  the  driver ;  to  him  it  appeared 
an  unreasonable  licence. 


I  miles  an  hour  upon  narrow  roads  was 
j  unfair  to  the  rest  of  the  traffic.  He 
|  believed  that  the  public  would  demand 

that  there  should  be  some  speed  limit. 

They  all  knew  that  at  the  present  time 
'  motor-carsconstituted  a  terror  in  suburban 
i  districts.  Instances  had  occurred  since  he 
|  last  addressed  their  Lordships  of  drivers 
i  causing  accidents  and  making  off,  thereby 
j  getting  scot-free.  Further,  there  was  the 
I  great  and  serious  dust  nuisance.  Lord 
I  Balfour  had  said  the  other  night  that 
|  they  could  not  deal  with  the  question  of 
j  dust.  It  was  true  that  they  could  not 
•  deal   with  it    directly,   but  they   could 

indirectly.  He  contended  that  if  they 
j  allowed  cars  to  run  at  a  very  great  speed 

they  were  thereby  increasing  this  par- 
I  ticular  nuisance,  which  very  greatly 
I  deteriorated  the  value  of  the  houses  on 

the  margins  of  the  roads.  It  was  for 
!  these   reasons    that    he    believed    there 

should   oe  a  speed  limit,  and  the  speed 

limit  which  he  proposed  appeared  to  be  a 

reasonable  one. 


So  much  for  the  arguments  against  | 
fixing  a   speed  limit.      What  were  the  ' 
positive   arguments  in  favour   of   such  | 
a     limit  1     First,    the    narrowness     of ! 
many    of    the   roads   and  lanes    in  the  i 
country.       Secondly,  a    speed    limit   of  I 
twenty    miles    an    hour    was    a    great 
increase  on   the  limit   allowed   by    the  i 
present  law.     He  quite  admitted  that  a 
restriction  to  twelve  miles  was  unreason- 
able, but  when  they  had  added  to  that  by 
66  per  cent.,  and  made  it  up  to  twenty 
miles,  he  submitted  that  they  really  were 
giving  to  the  drivers  of  motor-cars  every 
power  that  any  reasonable  man   could 
desire.     In  the  event  of  a  driver  being 
brought  up  for  reckless  driving,  it  would 
be  perfectly  competent  to   him  to  plead 
that  while  he  was  going  forty  miles  an 
hour  an  accident  did  occur,   no  doubt, 
but  that  the   way  he  was  driving  was 
not  dangerous    and  not    reckless.      He 
might   say   that   the    car  was  perfectly 
under  his  control,  and  that  the  speed  at 
which  he  was  driving  was    not,  in  his 
opinion,   dangerous   to  the  public.     He 
submitted    that   the  roads    being  what 
they  were,  and  the  traffic  of  the  country 
what  it  was,    it   was  neither  reasonable 
nor  desirable  that  a  driver  should  be  able 
to  put  forward  a  plea  of  that  sort.     To 
<lrive  a  motor-car  at  anything  over  twenty 


Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  1,  line  6,  after  the  word  'reck- 
lessly,' to  insert  the  words  'or  at  a  speed 
exceeding  twenty  miles  an  hour.'  " — (The  Earl 
of  Camperdown. ) 

Lord  HERRIES,  who  had  an  Amend- 
ment on  the  Paper  to  the  same  effect,  said 
that  if  any  member  of  the  Government 
would  go  to  any  agricultural  meeting  or 
County  Council  meeting  in  the  country, 
he  would  find  that  there  was  a  very 
strong  feeling  in  favour  of  a  speed  limit. 
He  thought  twenty  miles  an  hour  fast 
enough  for  anyone  to  travel.  They  were 
told  that  motor-cars  were  likely  to  be 
more  numerous.  Lord  Rosebery  had 
stated,  when  the  Bill  was  introduced,  that 
before  long  there  would  be  three  times  as 
many  motor-cars  on  the  roads,  and  the 
danger  would  then  be  increased  three- 
fold. Was  not  that  a  matter  for  serious 
consideration  ?  Were  the  people  to  be 
driven  off  the  roads  altogether  by  motor- 
cars ?  In  many  parts  of  the  country  there 
were  bye-lanes  branching  on  to  main  roads 
which  were  concealed  by  trees  and  high 
hedges,  and  it  was  impossible  for  motorists 
going  at  a  high  rate  of  speed  to  see 
pedestrians  or  vehicles  emerging  from 
these  lanes.  He  believed  that  fully  90 
per  cent,  of  the  people  in  the  country  were 
in  favour  of  fixing  a  speed  limit.  Why 
should  their  Lordships,  because  many  of 


991 


Motor-Can 


{LORDS} 


Bill. 


992 


them  had  motor-cars  of  their  own, 
interfere  with  the  enjoyment  of  the 
roads  by  their  fellow  citizens  1  If  people 
wanted  to  travel  at  a  greater  speed  than 
twenty  miles  an  hour,  they  should  go 
by  train.  Electric  trams  would  not  be 
allowed  to  travel  along  the  highways  at 
anything  like  forty  miles  an  hour,  and 
why  should  motor-cars,  which  were 
quite  as  dangerous  1  He  hoped  His 
Majesty's  Government  would  agree  to 
fix  the  speed  limit  at  twenty  miles  an 
hour. 


The  Earl  of  MAYO  said  that  motors 
were    being    put    under    very    heavy 
restrictions  indeed   under  this  Bill,  and 
if  motorists  were  put  under  these  pro 
tective  penalties,  at  least  they  might  be 
allowed  to  choose  their  pace  so  long  as 
they    did    not    drive  recklessly.     With  ! 
regard  to  the  question  of  dust,  of  which  ! 
grievance  Lord   Camperdown  had  more 
than  once  complained,  there  would  be 
just  as  much  dust  thrown  up  by  a  motor 
going  at  the  rate  of  twenty   miles  an 
hour  as  by  a  motor  going  fiity  miles  an 
hour.    He  pointed  out  that  under  Clause  j 
5  power  was  given  to  restrict  the  speed  I 
at  dangerous  parts   by   regulations    of  i 
the  Local  Government  Board.     The  Bill ' 
would  be  absolutely   killed  if  the  speed 
limit  proposed  were  put  in,  and  he  hoped 
it  would  not  be  accepted. 

Lord  KELVIN  said  the  noble  Earl 
who  had  just  spoken  had  answered  the 
only  reasonable  objection  that  could  be 
made  against  the  Amendment  by  point- 
ing out  that  Clause  5  provided  for  the 
local  authority  making  exceptions  to 
the  proposed  restriction  of  twenty  miles 
an  hour.  It  surely  could  not  be  con- 
tended that  a  speed  of  more  than  twenty 
miles  an  hour  was  safe  for  the  public 
in  the  lanes  and  on  the  roads  of  this 
country.  If  the  Amendment  was  re- 
jected the  House  would  incur  a  very 
grave  responsibility.  Under  Clause  5  the 
local  authority  could  suggest  that  in 
certain  places  a  higher  speed  might  be 
allowed,  and  the  limit  could  be  enlarged 
in  such  places.  The  motor  industry  had 
been  ment  oned  several  times  in  the 
course  of  that  debate,  but  the  noble 
Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill  had  clearly 
pointed  out  that  the  object  of  the  Bill 
was  not  to  promote  the  motor-making 

Lord  Herries. 


industry,  though  there  was  no  desire  to 
do  any  tiling  which  would  be  unfair  to 
that  industry.  He  felt  convinced  that 
the  motor  industry  would  never  have 
justice  done  to  it  while  motor-cars  re- 
mained rich  men 's  toys.  Whilst  he 
would  not  mind  going  across  Salisbury 
Plain  at  ninety  miles  an  hour,  he  would 
not  allow  himself  to  be  taken  more  than 
twenty  miles  an  hour  along  any  ordinary 
road,  straight  or  bent,  na  row  or  broad. 
He  trusted  the  Government  would 
accept  the  Amendment,  remembering 
that  Clause  5  enabled  regulations  to  be 
made  extending  that  speed  where  it 
could  safely  be  extended. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
My  Lords,  I  venture  to  think  it 
might  be  convenient  if,  at  this  stage, 
but  without  the  slightest  desire  to 
cut  short  the  discussion  on  this  point,  I 
were  to  state  the  views  which,  after 
listening  to  the  arguments  put  forward, 
both  on  a  former  occasion  and  to-day,  I 
have  come  to  and  am  entitled  to  expiess 
on  behalf  of  the  Government.  We  have 
reached  in  this  Amendment  perhaps  the 
most  critical  point  we  have  to  decide.  It 
is  certainly  the  point  around  which  the 
largest  amount  of  controversy  centres,, 
and  one  upon  which  it  is  not  difficult  to 
see  that  there  is  a  very  strong  feeling  in 
both  directions.  I  am  rather  sorry  that 
the  main  line  of  the  discussion  has  come 
upon  this  particular  Amendment,  because 
it  is  not  really  germane  to  this  clause. 
But  I  will  not  raise  any  technical  objec- 
tion, as  I  am  anxious  that  the  Committee 
should  decide  this  question  on  its  merits 
and  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  real 
importance  which  underlies  it.  The 
framework  of  this  clause — and  this  is,  in 
fact,  the  most  important  clause  in  the 
Bill — is  designed  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  away  from  the  present  position 
of  maters,  which  the  Government  think 
wrong,  and  a  very  essential  part  of  which 
is  the  fixing  of  an  arbitrary  limit  of 
speed ;  and  the  object  of  the  clause  is  to 
put  the  onus  of  reckless  driving  upon  the 
offender  irrespective  of  any  such  limit. 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  am  not  moved 
from  the  general  position  which  I  ven- 
tured to  take  up  the  other  night  by  any 
of  the  arguments  which  I  have  heard 
advanced  to-day.  I  adhere  most  strongly 
to  the  view  that  in  the  nature  of  things, 
it  is  absolutely   impossible    to   fix  any 
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general  limit  of  speed  which  would  be 
suitable  in   the  circumstances  of  every 


case. 


LORD  KELVIN:  The  Amendment 
would  not  absolutely  fix  a  speed  limit 
because  it  would  be  liable  to  extension 
under  Clause  5. 


Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
I  will  come  in  a  moment  to  Clause  5. 
The  facts  of  the  case  as  they  at  present 
stand  are  that  the  Act  of  Parliament  says 
you  shall  not  go  beyond  fourteen  miles 
an  hour,  which  has  been  reduced  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  Regulations  to 
twelve  miles  an  hour.  Now,  obviously, 
that  can  only  fit  a  certain  class  of  circum- 
stances, and  even  the  noble  Earl  who  has 
moved  this  Amendment,  and  who  has 
taken  the  lead  against  the  motor  craft 
to  some  extent  in  this  House,  admits  that 
twelve  miles  is  too  narrow  a  limit  and 
is  willing  to  raise  it  to  twenty.  I 
am  of  opinion  that  there  are  many 
cases  of  open  and  straight  roads 
where,  having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  motor-cars,  as  now  made,  are  extra- 
ordinarily well  under  control,  twenty 
miles  an  hour  need  not  be  a  reckless  or 
a  dangerous  speed.  The  noble  Lord  on 
the  Cross  Benches  who  spoke  last  said 
that  nothing  would  induce  him  to  go  at 
a  higher  speed.  1  cannot  say  whether 
I  have  ever  been  at  a  speed  of  twenty 
miles  an  hour.  If  I  knew,  1  do  not 
suppose  I  should  confess  it,  but  the 
prospect  of  going  twenty  miles  an  hour 
has  no  great  attractions  for  me.  1  do 
not  own  a  motor  car.  But  if  it  has 
attractions  for  some  people,  and  if  they 
can  do  it  without  reckless  or  dangerous 
driving,  there  is  nothing  criminal  in  it. 
Why  should  they  not,  under  suitable 
circumstances,  be  allowed  to  indulge  their 
fancy  ?  If  we  were  on  Clause  5,  which  is 
r*  ally  the  speed  limit  clause,  I  should  be 
able  to  show  that  in  some  quarters  that 
clause  has  been  misunderstood.  Upon 
that  clause  lam  prepared,  on  the  part  of 
t  he  Government,  to  offer  substantial  con- 
cessions. It  lias  been  supposed  that 
that  clause  prohibits  the  municipal 
authority  from  scheduling  the  whole 
of  their  borough  and  confining  the 
ma xi mum  speed  of  motor-cars  within 
those  limits  to  twelve  or  fourteen  miles 
an    hour.     If   there    is    any  doubt   on 


that  point  I  am  prepared  to  make  it 
perfectly  clear.  I  am  ready  to  make  it 
clear  that  a  County  Council,  if  it  has  a 
long  st retch  of  narrow  or  bent  roads, 
may  schedule  the  whole  of  those  narrow 
or  bent  roads. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  s    The 
whole  country  1 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
The  whole  of  its  narrow  or  bent  roads, 
but  I  am  not  prepared  to  allow  a  County 
Council  out  of  pure  opposition  to  the 
craft  of  motoring  to  schedule  the  whole 
of  its  area,  without  regard  to  the 
particular  circumstances  of  the  case.  I 
venture  to  hope  that  the  House  will 
reject  the  Amendment  as  not  necessary 
in  the  interests  of  the  public.  Every 
legitimate  interest  of  the  public  can  be 
met  by  an  extension  or  Amendment  of 
Clause  5.  I  venture  to  put  it  again  to- 
the  House  that  the  only  really  efficient 
remedy — and  I  think  all  experience 
proves  that  it  is  a  better  remedy  than 
the  one  we  have  now  got—for  reckless 
driving  is  to  make  the  offence  depend  on 
the  circumstances  of  each  case.  A  man 
can  be  fined  or  imprisoned  if  he  goes 
at  ten  miles  an  hour  in  a  dangerous 
place,  and  the  safeguard  to  the  public  is 
that  the  pace  of  the  car  should  be  suited 
to  the  locality  and  the  circumstance* 
of  the  case.  I  venture  to  put  this  point 
— and  I  believe  it  to  be  a  point  of  very 
real  substance — that  any  speed  limit 
which  you  insert  in  a  clause  will  be  con- 
sidered by  the  motorist  as  a  minimum 
instead  of  a  maximum,  and  will  be  re- 
garded as  a  chartered  right.  At  present 
the  only  thing  which  the  motor-car 
driver  knows  is  that  he  is  not  allowed 
to  go  beyond  twelve  miles  an  hour.  We 
want  to  get  away  from  that,  and  to 
give  greater  freedom  in  places  where 
greater  freedom  is  legitimate,  and  to 
enforce  the  necessity  for  care  wherever 
the  circumstances  require  it.  From  the 
point  of  view  of  the  public,  a  limit  of 
speed  has  the  same  tendency  to  blind 
their  eyes,  and  also  those  of  the  police, 
to  the  fact  that  the  offence  of  reckless 
driving  exists  alongside  with  the  speed. 
I  want  to  make  reckless  driving  the 
offence.  At  present  I  think  there  is  too 
much  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  police 
to  consider  that  their  only  duty  is  to. 
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stop  motor-cars  going  beyond  the  legal 
limit,  although  the  circumstances  are 
such  as  to  render  the  legal  limit  much 
less  than  is  safe.  That  is  undoubtedly 
irritating  to  the  motorist  himself,  and 
not  fair  to  the  police.  There  is  an 
immense  volume  of  police  testimony  in 
this  direction.  I  will  only  give  one 
quotation.  A  short  time  ago  a  letter 
appeared  from  Mr.  Anson,  the  Chief 
Constable  of  Staffordshire,  in  The  Times 9 
in  which  he  said — 

"  In  common  with  most  other  police  officers 
I  am  not  enamoured  of  a  speed  limit  in  miles 
per  hoar.  It  is  most  difficult  to  estimate  the 
absolute  pace  of  any  vehicle,  and  endless  con- 
fusion will  be  caused  if  every  url>an  district  is 
to  have  a  speed  limit  of  its  own.'1 

I  believe  it  to  be  absolutely  impossible 
for  a  man  looking  at  a  car  to  say  whether 
it  is  going  eighteen,  twenty,  or  twenty- 
two  miles  an  hour.  It  is  much  easier  to 
prove  whether  the  thing  is  reckless, 
dangerous,  or  improper  in  the  circum- 
stances in  which  it  is  done.  If  you 
have  this  artificial  restriction  it  will 
tend  to  continue,  if  not  to  increase,  the 
hard  swearing  which  takes  place  in 
police-courts,  and  to  concentrate  the 
energy  of  the  police  on  points  where  the 
driving  of  a  motor-car  at  a  high  speed  is 
perfectly  safe,  and  to  take  away  their 
attention  from  points  where  it  is 
dangerous,  and  where  their  assistance  is 
really  required.  I  believe  that  the  effect 
of  putting  a  limit  of  speed  into  an  Act  of 
Parliament  would  be  actually  to  decrease 
what  must  ultimately  be  the  really 
effective  machinery  for  stopping  reckless 
driving,  namely,  that  which  ensures  a 
penalty  following  upon  reckless  driving 
in  all  circumstances.  We  are,  in  this 
Bill,  making  for  the  first  time  an  effective 
system  of  identification  and  registration, 
and  you  will,  if  the  Bill  passes,  be  able  to 
catch  the  man  who  breaks  the  law  in  a 
way  in  which  you  have  never  been  able 
to  catch  him  before.  The  Bill  puts  an 
immense  power  into  the  hands  of  those 
who  want  to  check  what  is  wrong,  and  if 
you  run  the  risk — I  do  not  say  you  will 
— of  losing  the  Bill  for  the  sake  of  an 
arbitrary  speed  limit,  you  will  be  doing 
great  harm  to  the  interests  of  this 
industry.  The  general  lines  on  which  the 
Bill  is  cast  are  wiser,  safer,  and  more  in 
the  interests  of  the  general  public,  than 
the  proposal  in  the  Amendment. 
Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh. 


TheEarlofFEVERSHAM  expressed 
his  disappointment  with  the  speech 
which  had  just  been  made  by  the  noble 
Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill.  He  had 
always  understood  the  protection  of  life 
to  be  one  of  the  functions  of  good 
government.  The  noble  Lord  had  made 
no  reference  whatever  to  the  terrible 
accidents  which  were  happening  daily. 
They  read  in  the  newspapers  how  His 
Majesty's  subjects  were  being  daily 
killed  and  maimed  by  reckless  motor 
driving,  and  yet  the  noble  Lord  had  said 
nothing  about  that.  Not  very  long  ago, 
at  a  meeting  of  a  district  council  in 
Yorkshire,  a  resolution  was  passed 
against  motor-cars  being  allowed  on  the 
roads  at  all.  They  said  they  were 
dangerous  machines,  and  that  it  would 
be  far  better  not  to  allow  them  to  use  the 
public  roads.  He  contended  that  it  was 
undoubtedly  reckless  driving  to  exceed 
twenty  miles  an  hour.  Therefore,  in 
the  interests  of  the  public,  he  felt  that  a 
speed  limit  should  be  imposed.  His 
noble  friend  Lord  Balfour  seemed  to 
have  taken  the  motorists  under  his  wing, 
and  to  have  ignored  altogether  the 
interests  of  the  public.  If  effective 
step  were  not  taken  to  prevent 
reckless  driving,  the  feeling  of  the 
country  would  eventually  demand  more 
stringent  measures  than  those  with 
which  it  would  now  be  satisfied. 


Lord  STANMORE  pointed  out  the 
danger  which  arose  in  regard  to  cross- 
ways,  and  contrasted  the  minute  and 
stringent  precautions  which  were  taken 
with  regard  to  a  level  crossing  on  a 
railway  with  the  entire  absence  of  any 
protection  to  the  public  on  a  level 
crossing  on  the  roads.  In  the  vicinity 
of  his  own  house  there  was  a  main 
road  which  was  crossed  by  another  road, 
the  corners  <  f  which  were  completely 
masked,  so  that  no  one  driving  on  either 
of  the  roads  could  see  a  driver  on  the 
other  road  until  he  was  actually  at  the 
crossing  point,  at  which  it  would  be 
absolutely  impossible  for  a  motor-car  to 
draw  up  or  stop.  He  felt  that  a  case 
had  been  made  out  for  some  protection 
of  the  public  by  the  imposition  of  a  speed 
limit.  He  was  in  favour  of  the  Amend- 
ment, and  of  allowing  the  County 
Councils  to  relax  the  speed  limit  in  par- 
ticular cases. 
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*  The  Marquess  of  GRANBY  regretted 
that  he  could  not  go  into  the  Lobby 
with  his  noble  friend  who  had  moved 
this  Amendment.  He  thought  that  a 
measure  such  as  this,  must  be  largely 
governed  by  the  principle  of  conciliation 
between  the  parties  concerned — in  this 
instance  the  public  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  motor-car  industry  on  the 
other.  He  objected  to  the  Amendment 
as  likely  to  endanger  the  passing  of  the 
measure,  and  as  affording  less  safety  to 
the  public  than  the  Bill  as  it  stood. 
He  was^of  opinion  that  the  words  "at 
a  speed  which  is  dangerous  to  the 
public"  covered  all  the  ground.  No 
one  felt  more  hostility  than  he  did 
towards  the  class  of  motorists  who 
caused  accidents,  and  possibly  loss  of 
life,  and  then  drove  on  without  taking 
the  slightest  trouble  to  render  assist- 
ance. Those  people,  who  were  now 
known  by  the  police  as  "road  hogs," 
would  be  dealt  with  under  the  existing 
provisions  ot  the  Bill,  and  he  hoped 
his  noble  friend  would  not  press  the 
Amendment. 

Earl  SPENCER  opposed  the  Amend- 
ment He  thought  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  had  in  a  most  able  and 
conclusive  way  proved  the  case  which 
he  desired  to  put  before  their  Lord- 
ships. He  believed  that  the  proposal  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  was  more 
likely  to  protect  the  public  against 
reckless  driving.  There  was  nothing 
so  wrong  as  to  put  on  the  Statute-book 
an  unworkable  clause,  and  he  thought 
the  Amendment  would  be  unworkable. 
People  would  not  be  bound  by  what  they 
considered  an  unreasonable  limit.     Take 


the  case  of  a  motor- car  travelling  along  a 
straight  piece  of  road  without  a  single 
person  in  sight,  which  might  extend  for  a 
mile  or  a  mile  and  a  half.  It  was  per- 
fectly safe  for  the  car  to  travel  at  this 
point  at  more  than  twenty  miies  an  hour, 
and  he  believed  there  would  not  be  any 
motorist  who  would  not  be  tempted, 
when  he  saw  a  clear  space  before  him  of 
this  character,  to  go  at  a  greater  speed 
than  that  laid  down  by  the  law.  For 
the  reason  that  he  believed  it  dangerous 
to  pass  an  unworkable  law  he  could  not 
vote  for  the  Amendment. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  said  he  did 
not  rise  to  prolong  the  discussion,  or 
even  to  speak  to  the  point  which  had 
been  so  ably  urged  on  both  sides,  but  to 
make  a  practical  suggestion  to  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland.  He  shared  the  views 
expressed  by  Lord  Stanmore  as  to  the 
great  danger  of  crossways,  and  he  sug- 
gested that  the  word  recklessly  implied 
simply  a  dare-devil  rate  of  speed,  and 
that  if  the  words  "or  carelessly"  were 
added  they  would  cover  the  case  of  cross 
roads  and  be  of  assistance  in  controlling 
bad  driving.  Perhaps  the  noble  Lord 
would  take  that  point  into  consideration 
before  the  Report  Stage. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH:  I 

will  certainly  take  it  into  consideration, 
but  the  noble  Earl  would  not  expect  me 
to  accept  it  off-hand. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY:  No,  I 
only  want  the  point  taken  into  con- 
sideration. 

On  Question,  their  Lordships  divided : — 
Contents,  14;  Non-Contents,  111. 
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Lord  HENEAGE  who  had  given 
notice  to  move  to  delete  from  the  first 
sub-section  of  Clause  1  the  words — 

"  Including  the  nature,  condition,  and  use 
of  the  highway,  and  to  the  amount  of  traffic 
which  actually  is  at  the  time,  or  which  might 
be  expected  to  be,  on  the  highway," 

said  that  looking  at  the  lateness  of  the 
hour  and  the  fact  that  there  were  several 
important  Amendments  to  come  on  later 
in  which  he  was  interested,  he  would 
postpone  this  Amendment  until  a  later 
stage. 

The  Marquess  of  HUNTLY  asked 
if  the.  noble  Lord  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  would  state  the  reason  for 
inserting  the  words  which  Lord  Heneage 
had  intended  to  move  to  omit. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  :  I 
•do  not  understand  the  noble  Marquess  to 
allege  any  positive  disadvantage.  If  he 
thinks  there  is  any  disadvantage  in  these 
words  remaining  in  the  clause,  I  shall  be 
glad  to  hear  what  they  are.  I  have 
never  heard  them  objected  to  before  this 
moment,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  give 
any  very  definite  answer. 

The  Marquess  of  HUNTLY  said 
that  as  he    understood   Lord    Heneage 


would  move  his  Amendment  at  a  later 
stage,  he  would  deal  with  the  point 
then. 

The  Earl  of  ROSSLYN  moved  to 
omit  the  words  "or  which  might  be 
expected  to  be."  These  words  were,  he 
held,  extremely  vague,  and  would  throw 
the  onus  on  to  the  driver  of  a  motor  of 
speculating  as  to  what  might  be  expected 
to  be  on  the  highway.  He  thought  that 
the  clause  without  these  words  would  \  e 
quite  sufficient  and  would  avoid  the 
difficulties  and  undoubted  difference  of 
opinion  which  would  arise  if  the  clause 
was  passed  in  its  present  form. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  1,  line  9,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'or  which  might  be  expected  to  be.'"— (ZV<»' 
Earl  of  Rosslyn.) 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  : 
The  words  express  in  clear  language 
what  the  law  has  been  declared  to  be 
by  the  Judges  who  tried  two  recent 
cases,  and  they  are  purposely  includtd 
in  this  clause  to  make  it  clear  to  motorists 
who  may  not  read  the  Law  Reports  what 
the  law  is  that  they  are  expected  to 
obey.  The  two  cases  I  refer  to  are  Smith 
v.  Boon   and  Mayhew  r.  Sutton.     They 
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were  both  cases  under  the  general  High, 
ways  Acts,  and  it  is  for  the  advantage 
ot  every  one  Cjncerned  that  the  law 
should  be  clearly  stated. 

The  Earl  of  ROSSLYN  said  that 
after  the  noble  Lord's  explanation  he 
would  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee, withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  moved 
an  Amendment  making  it  an  offence  for 
the  driver  of  a  motor-car  to  keep  the 
engine  in  motion  when  the  car  was 
stationary,  after  he  had  been  requested 
to  stop  the  engine.  He  said  their 
Lordships  would  have  noticed  that  very 
often  when  a  car  was  drawn  up  by  the 
side  of  the  pavement,  the  engine  was 
left  in  motion,  and  the  car  continued  to 
pant  and  make  a  great  noise  which  was 
very  disturbing  to  horses.  There  had 
been  cases  in  which  the  motorists  had 
been  requested  to  stop  the  engine  but 
had  declined  to  do  so.  He  thought  they 
ought  to  be  compelled  to  stop  after  a 
reasonable  time  when  so  requested.  He 
proposed  to  move  the  Amendment  in  a 
slightly  different  form  from  that  in 
which  it  appeared  on  the  Paper,  because 
it  had  been  represented  to  him  by  some 
motorists  that  a  car  might  be  brought  I 
to  a  stop  by  a  block  in  the  traffic,  and 
that  would  not  be  a  case  in  which 
the  driver  should  be  expected  to  atop 
the  engine.  He  did  not  think  that  such 
a  stoppage  would  be  held  by  any  Court 
to  be  stationary,  but  he  had  no  objection  I 
to  inserting  words  to  make  it  clear. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  10,  after  the  word  'high- 
way,' to  insert  the  words  '  or  when  the  car  ie 
stationary,  owing  to  causes  other  than  a  block 
in  the  traffic,  continues  to  keep  the  engine  in 
motion  after  he  has  been  requested  to  stop 
it.'  " — (The  Earl  of  Camperdown.) 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH :  I 
a#ree  with  the  noble  Earl  that  this  has 
proved  to  be  a  very  great  grievance,  but 
I  think  the  matter  is  better  dealt  with 
by  regulation  than  by  statute ;  and  if 
the  noble  Earl  will  withdraw  his  Amend- 
ment, 1  will  give  him  a  pledge  that  th< 
point   will  be  dealt  with  by  the  Local 


Government  Board  when  issuing  their 
general  regulations. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee, withdrawn* 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  moved 
the  insertion  of  a  new  sub-section. 
He  said  there  had  been  many  cases  of 
drivers  of  motor-cars  resisting  and  ob- 
structing police  constables  in  the  execu- 
tion of  their  duty.  The  words  in  his 
Amendment  were  at  the  present  moment 
part  of  the  regulations  issued  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  but  by  insert- 
ing them  in  this  Act  the  offence  would 
be  punishable  by  more  severe  penalties. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  After  Sub-section  (1)  to  insert  the  following 
new  sub-section — *  If  a  driver  of  a  motor-car 
Or  any  other  person  resists  or  obstructs  a  police 
constable  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  under 
this  section,  or  if  he  does  not  stop  the  motor* 
car  and  keep  it  stationary  as  long  as  may  he 
reasonably  necessary  when  requested  by  a 
police  constable  or  any  person  having  charge 
of  a  horse,  or  of  sheep  or  of  cattle,  or  on  such 
constable  or  person  holding  up  his  hand  as  a 
signal  for  that  purpose,  he  shall  be  guilty  of  an 
offence  under  this  Act.'"  —  (The,  Earl  oj 
Camperdown.) 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH:  I 

hope  the  noble  Earl  will  not  press  his 

Amendment.    The  first  part  of  it,  which 

deals    with    the    obstruction    of    police 

constables  in  the  execution  of  their  duty, 

is  already  fully  covered  in  the  Prevention 

of  Crimes  Act,  and  therefore  there  is  no 

|  sort  of  reason  for  putting   it  in  here. 

The  rest  of   the   Amendment  is  merely 

a  matter  for  regulation.   The  regulations 

now     prescribe     that    the    person     in 

charge    of     a    horse     is    the      person 

to  hold  up  his  hand  i    he  wants  to  stop 

a  car,  and  cases  have  occurred   where, 

owing  to  the  technicality   of  the  man 

seated  by  the  side  of  the  driver  holding 

up  his  hand,  it  has  been   held  that  a 

request   to   stop    has   not   been    legally 

I  made.    I  am  perfectly  prepared  to  have 

that  amended,  but  it  is  a  matter  which 

would   be   better  done,    I    venture    to 

[suggest,    by    the    flexible     method     of 

{regulations   by  the    Local    Government 

]  Board  than  by  statute.     I  do  not  think 

there  is  so  much  to  be  said  with  regard 

to    horses,    sheep,   or    cattle,    because  I 

think  the  motorist,  if  he  is  a  wise  man, 
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will  do  all  he  can  to  avoid  running  into 
sheep  or  cattle  for  his  own  safety.  With 
regard  to  the  matter  of  giving  a  signal, 
1  hope  the  noble  Earl  will  accept  the 
pledge  I  have  given. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  said 
that  if  the  Local  Government  Board 
proposed  to  deal  with  this  matter  in 
the  new  regulations  under  this  Act,  of 
course  that  would  make  any  violation 
of  the  regulations  an  offence  under  this 
Act,  which  was  his  object.  He  therefore 
withdrew  his  Amendment. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
The  regulations  will  be  clearly  issued 
under  this  Act.  The  present  regulations 
would  have  been  amended  before  now 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  prospect  of 
legislation. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee, withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  ROSSLYN  moved  to 
insert  the  words  "  in  uniform  "  after  the 
word  "  constable "  in  Sub-section  2  of 
Clause  1,  which  provides  that — 

"  Any  police  constable  may  apprehend  with- 
out warrant  the  driver  of  any  car  who  commits 
an  offence  under  this  section  within  his  view." 

He  said  the  insertion  of  the  words  "  in 
uniform ''  would  put  an  end  to  the 
constant  annoyance  experienced  by 
motorists  of  being  held  up  for  the 
amusement  of  pedestrians.  If  the 
Amendment  was  accepted  there  would 
be  less  friction  between  motor-car 
drivers  and  the  general  public. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  1,  line  12,  after  the  word  'con- 
stable,' to  insert  the  words  '  in  uniform.'  " — 
( Earl  of  Rossi yn. ) 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
Under  the  Highways  Act  a  constable, 
whether  in  uniform  or  not,  may  arrest 
a  wrongdoer,  and  it  is  obvious  that  if  a 
motorist  and  a  driver  of  a  dogcart  are  on 
the  high-road  together  they  should  both 
be  under  the  same  law  in  regard  to  the 
police.  Therefore  I  cannot  accept  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee, withdrawn. 

r*mi  Balfour  of  Burleigh. 


The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  thought 
a  police  constable  ought  to  be  able  to 
apprehend  for  an  offence  even  if  it  were 
not  committed  within  his  view.  He 
therefore  moved  the  Amendment 
standing  in  his  name. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  lines  13  and  14,  to  leave  out  the 
words  'within  his  view,'  and  to  insert  the 
words  '  if  such  car  have  no  mark  of  registraion, 
and  if  such  driver  be  unknown  to  him  and 
refuses  to  give  his  name  and  address.'  " — {The 
Earl  of  Camperdoien. ) 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH:  The 
argument  which  underlies  this  is  a 
technical  one,  but  I  think  I  can  put  it 
shortly  to  the  Committee.  If  you  omit 
the  words  "  within  his  view  "  from  this 
clause,  it  will  make  an  alteration  in  the 
general  law.  The  section  which  gives 
power  to  the  constable  to  arrest  an 
offender  who  commits  an  offence  within 
his  view  is  right  for  this  reason  :  that 
if  a  driver  refuses  to  give  the  constable 
his  name  and  address,  he  is  clearly 
guilty  of  an  offence  under  this  section, 
and  he  is  committing  an  offence  within 
the  view  of  the  constable.  If  he  does 
give  his  name  and  address,  the  power  to 
apprehend  is  not  material,  because  he 
can  be  summoned  for  driving  a  car 
which  is  not  registered.  If  the  noble 
Earl  really  wants  to  strengthen  the  Bill 
in  this  matter,  the  best  way  to  do  it 
would  be  to  insert  in  the  next  clause — 
"And  any  police  constable  may  appre- 
hend without  wairant  any  such  person 
who  commits  an  offence  within  his  view." 
But  I  could  not  accept  an  Amendment 
to  allow  a  constable  to  arrest  an  offender 
without  seeing  the  offence,  for  the  offence 
is,  after  all,  only  a  misdemeanour.  I 
believe  there  is  no  precedent  for  such  a 
power  except  in  the  case  of  a  felony.  I 
think  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Amend- 
ment is  not  necessary  for  the  purpose 
in  hand. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Com* 
mi t tee,  withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  moved 
to  omit  the  words  "  any  car  who 
commits  "  from  Sub-section  3  of  Clause  1 
—  which  provides  that  if  the  driver 
of  any  car  who  commits  an  offence 
under  this   section  refuses  to  give  his 
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name  and  address,  or  gives  a  false 
name  and  address,  he  shall  be  guilty 
of  an  offence  under  this  Act  —  and  I 
to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  words 
"  a  motor-car  charged  with."  He  pre 
sumed  that  the  driver  could  not  be  said 
to  ha.ve  committed  an  offence  until  it 
had  been  proved. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  15,  to  leave  out  the  words 
4  any  car  who  commits,'  and  to  insert  the  words 
*  a  motor-car  charged  with.'" — {The  Earl  of 
Camperdown. ) 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
This  section  runs  practically  in  the  same 
language  as  the  Highways  Act  of  1835, 
and  both  on  the  ground  of  precedent, 
and  on  the  ground  of  actual  verbal 
accuracy,  I  think  the  Amendment  is  not 
required. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  asked 
the  noble  Lord  if  he  would  explain  the 
wording  of  the  clause,  which  ran — 

"  If  the  driver  of  any  car  who  commits  an 
offence  under  this  section  refuses  to  give  his 
name  and  address,  or  gives  a  false  name  and 
address,  he  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence  under 
this  Act,' "  etc. 

What  was  the  object  of  saying  that  if 
the  driver  of  a  car  committed  an  offence 
he  should  be  guilty  of  an  offence  1 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
That  is  the  technical  way  of  saying  that 
he  commits  an  offence  under  the  Act 
which  subjects  him  to  the  penalty 
clause. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee, 
withdrawn. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  2. 

The  Earl  of  DARTMOUTH  moved 
to  insert  at  the  end  of  the  first  sub- 
section— 

"  And  no  car  shall  be  registered  for  ordinary 
road  work  capable  of  going  more  than  thirty 
miles  an  hour  on  the  Hat." 

He  was  in  agreement  with  the  Govern- 
ment that  a  speed  limit  was  not  desir- 
able, because  there     was    no    limit   of 
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|  speed  in  a  motor-car  which  was  ac  ually 

1  safe.      He  had  driven  in  motor-cars  at 

over  forty  miles  an  hour  in  France  with 

perfect  comfort  and  perfect  safety,  and 

he  had  driven  in  motor-cars  in  England 

at  six  miles  an  hour,  where  the  driver 

J  was  a  terror  to   himself  and  everybody 

else.     The  arguments    he    had    heard 

brought  against  this  proposal  were  these. 

In  the    first  place,  he  was  told  that  if 

I  they  had  a  limit  power  of  thirty  miles 

an  hour  on  the  level,  the  car  would  not 

go  up  hill  as   fast    as    that ;     on    the 

other  hand,  he  was  told  that  it  would 

go    down    hill    a    great    deal     faster. 

He  did  not   see  why  motorists    should 

want     to    go    up    hill     at     the    same 

speed  as  on  the   flat.      Other   vehicles 

had  to  go  up  hill  ot  a  modified  speed, 

and  if  they  went  down  hill  faster  than 

I  the   public  safety  permitted  they  were 

I  dealt  with  under  other  provisions.     The 

I  one  argument  that  did  seem  to  him  to 

I  have  weight  was  that  a  motor-car  of  this 

power   would    be   unable   to  draw   any 

I  weight  up  any  very  considerable  gradient. 

[But  if  a  motor-car  that  was  capable  of 

going  thirty  miles  on  the  level  could  not 

draw  a  reasonable  weight  up  a  reasonable 

j  hill,  then  the  sooner  those   who   made 

motor-cars    turned     their    attention    to 

making  cars  that  would  do  this,  instead 

of  aiming  at  a  great  speed  on  the  flat,  the 

better.     His  object  was  to  keep  racing 

cars   off  the   roads    altogether.      Noble 

Lords  had  expressed  great  jubilation  that 

in  the  Gordon-Bennett  race  nobody  was 

actually  killed.     He  hoped  that  was  the 

j  last  race  on  public  roads  in  this  country. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  25,  after  the  word  *  them ' 
to  insert  the  words  *  and  no  car  shall  be  regis- 
tered for  ordinary  road  work  capable  of  going 
more  than  thirty  miles  an  hour  on  the  flat.1 " — 
(The  Earl  of  Dartmouth.) 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH,  who  had  an 
Amendment  on  the  Paper  with  the  same 
object,  said  that  both  he  and  the  noble 
Earl  desired  by  their  Amendments  to 
provide  that  motor  -  cars  fitted  with 
monstrous  engines  should  not  be  allowed 
to  run  along  the  high  roads  at  all.  Surely 
it  was  not  too  much  to  expect  that  they 
could  arrive  at  some  standard  beyond 
which  it  was  not  desirable  that  motor- 

|  cars  should  be  registered  for  traffic  on 
the   ordinary   roads.     He   believed   that 

[the  only  safe  way  to   do   that   was   1>y 
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regulating  the  power  of  the  engines  with  j  those  of  his  noble  friend,  he  was  quite 
which    motor-cars    were    fitted    to    the  ' 
No  doubt  it  would 


weight  of  the  cars, 
be  said  that  it  was  a  very  hard  thing 
indeed  that  a  man  who  had  a  very  power- 
ful motor-car  should  not  be  allowed  to 
use  it  on  the  roads,  and  that  he  need  not 
go  at  the  extreme  speed  that  his  car 
would  allow  him  to  go.  But  human 
nature  being  what  it  was,  he  thought 
that  any  noble  Lord  or  any  gentleman 
who  possessed  a  motor-car  able  to  go  at 
a  very  high  rate  of  speed  would  be 
tempted  to  take  advantage,  on  some 
occasions  at  any  rate,  of  that  power,  and 
run  the  car  at  fuU  speed.  It  was  said 
that  these  very  high  speeds  might   be 


!  ready  to  accept  them  ;  but  he  ventured 
to  press  on  the  noble  Lord  in  charge  of 


the  Bill  the  desirability  of  accepting  the 
principle  that  some  standard  of  speed 
should  be  fixed  beyond  which  motor-cars 
should  not  be  registered.  The  various 
arguments  urged  earlier  in  the  debate 
against  any  speed  limit  did  not  apply 
with  regard  either  to  the  Amendment  of 
his  noble  friend  or  his  own.  They  got 
rid  of  all  questions  of  the  police,  of  stop- 
watches, and  the  spying  system.  What 
they  said  was  that  manufacturers  should 
not  make  cars  giving  more  than  a  certain 

g>wer  if  those  cars  were  to  be  registered, 
e  was  quite   prepared   to  accept    the 


indulged  in  without  any  very  great  danger,  |  decision  of  the  House  on  his  noble  friend's 


but  he  knew  that  many  skilful  motorists 
admitted  that  when  they  got  to  fifty,  ! 
sixty,   or  seventy   miles  an    hour    they 
were   necessarily   incurring  considerable  | 
danger  whether  the  roads  were  empty  or 
not.     He  would  put  another  point.     Sup- 
pose a  motorist  was  going  at  fifty   miles 
an  hour,  and  wanted  to  pass  a  vehicle, 
what  happened  1    He  would  slow  down  | 
to  about  thirty  miles  an  hour,  which  was  | 
far  too  high  a  speed  at  which  to  pass  any 
vehicle ;    whereas,  if  he  had  been  going  ! 
at   from   thirty   to   thirty-five   miles  an 
hour,  he  would  slow  down  to  about  fifteen 
miles  an   hour,    which   was  a   speed   at  i 
which    he    might    properly    pass    other , 
vehicles  on  the  road.     The  Amendment  | 
which  he  had    drafted  for  dealing   with  . 
this  question  was  as  follows — 


Amendment  as  covering  his  Amendment. 


"  In  Clause  2,  page  1,  line  25,  after  *them  ' 
to  insert 4  provided  that  no  motor-car  shall  be  ac- 
cepted for  registration  fitted  with  engines  giving 
more  than  thirty  horse-power,  and  that  every 
motor-car  if  fitted  with  engines  of  from  twenty 
to  thirty  horse-power,  shall  weigh  at  least 
twenty-four  hundredweight  ready  for  the 
road  ;  if  fitted  with  engines  of  from  twelve  to 
twenty  horse-power,  shall  weigh  at  least  fifteen 
hundredweight  ready  for  the  road ;  and  if 
fitted  with  engines  of  from  six  to  twelve  horse- 
power, shall  weigh  at  least  nine  hundredweight 
ready  for  the  road.' " 

He  believed  that  if  his  Amendment  was 
accepted  motor-cars  would  be  capable  of 
registering  a  much  higher  speed  than  that 
suggested  by  Lord  Dartmouth.  His 
Amendment  would  allow  a  speed  of  at 
least  forty  miles  an  hour  to  be  attained, 
so  that  he  did  not  think  the  Amendment 
was  at  all  illiberal  to  the  motorist  who 
was  fond  of  going  at  a  high  speed.  If 
the  Government  were  disposed  to  accept 
words  similar  to  his  own  in  preference  to 
Lord  Twtedmouth. 


♦Lord  KELVIN  said  that  the  Amend- 
ment   proposed     by     Lord     Dartmouth 
was,     in    his    opinion,    unduly     restric- 
tive, because  cars  so   limited  would  be 
unfit  for  work,  say,  in  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland,  wThere  it  was   necessary  to  go 
uphill.      It   was   inadvisable   to   restrict 
cars  from  possessing  the  power  of  going 
at  very  high  speeds  on  the  flat,  as  without 
this  power  they  would  be  of  little  use  in 
hilly  districts.     There  should   not   be   a 
limitation    as   to   the    power    of   motor- 
1  cars    which    would    prevent    an    owner 
I  taking  advantage  of  any  relaxation  as  to 
■  speed   which    might    be   allowed    under 
I  Clause  5  by  the  local  authorities  and  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  certain  parts 
of  the  country.     He  believed  that   local 
|  authorities    would    give    permission     in 
certain   places     where    it    was   safe   for 
motor-cars  to  be  driven  at  rates  varying 
I  from  thirty  to  forty  miles  an  hour,  and 
if  the  Amendment  was  adopted  motors 
j  would  not  be  capable  of  going  even  at?a 
!  speed  permitted  by  the  law. 

I  Lord  RIBBLESDALE  asked  what 
I  was  to  happen  to  the  existing  larger 
i  cars.  Would  the  owneis  have  to  sell 
at  a  loss,  or  was  there  a  means  open  to 
I  them  by  which  they  could  alter  the 
I  machinery  in  some  way  so  as  to  enable 
!  them  to  be  registered  ? 


Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  said  that  it 
would  be  quite  easy  to  have  the  engines 
altered  so  as  to  bring  those  cars  within 
the  requirements  of  the  law. 
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Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  :  I 
have  the  greatest  possible  sympathy  with 
the  idea,  and  I  agree  with  the  noble 
Lord  that  if  we  could  carry  out  this 
principle,  it  would  be  a  fair,  judicious, 
and  sensible  way  of  regulating  the  speed 
of  motor-cars.  But  according  to  the 
advice  I  get  from  more  than  one  source 
and  not  only  from  my  professional 
advisers,  both  Amendments  are  im- 
possible and  Utopian.  They  could  not 
be  carried  out  in  practice.  The  object 
of  both  noble  Lords  is  to  keep  what  are 
practically  racing  cars  off  the  road.  I 
am  informed  that  racing  cars  are  really 
of  no  practical  use  for  general  road  work. 
No  doubt  they  have  had  a  certain  boom, 
but  that  boom,  if  not  already  passed,  is  at 
any  rate  passing  away,  and  I  believe  that 
racing  cars  on  an  ordinary  road  will 
really  die  a  natural  death.  In  answer  to 
Lord  Ribblesdale,  I  am  informed  that 
about  55  per  cent,  of  the  cars  now  in 
use  would  be  unable  under  these 
Amendments  to  obtain  a  certificate,  and 
would  have  to  be  wholly  redesigned; 
refitting  would  not  do.  I  do  not,  how- 
ever, base  my  opposition  on  that  ground, 
but  on  the  ground  that,  as  I  am 
advised,  this  is  an  impracticable  proposal. 
I  am  positively  assured  that  cars  which 
have  power  to  go  at  thirty  miles  an  hour 
on  the  flat  would  really  be  unable  to  go 
even  up  to  ordinary  speed  in  a  hilly 
country.  The  difference  of  power 
required  to  climb  an  ordinary  hill  and 
to  go  on  the  flat  is  so  great  that  there  is 
no  regular  relation  between  them.  I 
Moreover,  any  man  who  desired  to 
evade  the  law  could  alter  the  gearing  of 
the  car  in  a  very  few  moments.  There- 
fore the  Amendments  would  afford  no 
protection.  Though  I  am  in  sympathy 
with  the  idea  contained  in  the  Amend- 
ment, I  am  assured  by  those  who  have 
special  knowledge  that  it  is  impossible  to 
put  it  into  practice. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  said  that 
recently  he  had  been  driven  in  a  40  h.  p. 
Mercedes  car  from  Ascot  to  Windsor  and 
did  the  journey  of  six  and  a  half  miles 
in  just  over  seven  minutes.  That  was  a 
very  comfortable  car,  capable  of  carrying 
six  or  seven  persons,  but  he  did  not  think 
it  was  the  type  of  car  that  should  be 
allowed  on  the  road. 


The  Earl  of  DARTMOUTH  said  that 

J  if  55  per.  cent  of  the  cars  now  in  use 

would  be  unable  under  his  Amendment 

to  obtain  a  certificate,  the  owners  would 

I  have  to  get  new  ones,  which  would  be  an 

I  excellent  thing  for  the  motor  industry. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee, withdrawn. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  intimated  that 
he  would  not  move  his  Amendment. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  moved 
|  to  amend  Sub-section  2  of  clause  2,  which 
provides  that — 

"  A  mark  indicating  the  registered  number 
of  the  car  and  the  council  with  which  the  car 
is  registered  shall  be  fixed  on  the  car,  or  on  a 
vehicle  drawn  by  the  car,  or  on  both,"  etc. 

He  moved  to  leave  out  the  words  "  or  on 
a,"  and  to  insert,  in  their  place,  "and  on 
any,"  and  to  omit  "  or  on  both."  The 
effect  of  his  Amendment  would  be  to 
require  that,  if  a  car  had  a  trailer,  the 
mark  indicating  the  registered  number  of 
the  car  and  the  council  with  which  the 
car  was  registered  should  be  placed  both 
on  the  car  and  on  the  trailer.  As  the 
elause  now  stood,  it  was  unnecessary  for 
that  to  be  done. 

Amendment  moved— 

"  In  page  1,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  or  on  a '  and  to  insert  the  words  '  and  on  any,' 
and  to  leave  out  the  words  'or  on  both.*  — 
( The  Earl  of  Camperdown. ) 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH :  I 
think  the  power  to  direct  that  the  mark 
shall  be  fixed  on  one  or  other  or 
both,  is  better  than  the  provision  that 
it  shall  be  on  both,  and  for  this  rea- 
son, that  a  trailer  may  not  always  be 
used  with  the  same  engine.  I  think  it 
would  be  better  to  leave  the  matter  to  be 
dealt  with  in  the  regulations  of  the  Local 
Government  Board. 


Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee, withdrawn. 

Lord  HERRIES  moved  an  Amend- 
ment in  Sub-section  3  to  substitute  £1 
for  5s.  as  the  amount  to  be  charged  by 
the  Council  of  a  County  or  county 
borough  on  the  registration  of  a  car. 
The  Bill  would  impose  a  great  amount  of 
expense  on  the  local  authorities,  who  would 
have  to  erect  signposts  and  provide  addi- 
tional   constables    to   see    that     people 
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did  not  drive  recklessly   on   the   roads.  1 
He    thought  that    the    fee   to  be  paid 
should  certainly  be  more  than  5s. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  five  shillings'  and  insert  the  words  'one 
pound. ' " —  {Lord  Herries. ) 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  :  It 
was  not  intended  that  these  fees  should 
be  a  source  of  revenue,  and  I  would 
prefer  to  leave  this  matter  to  be  decided 
in  the  other  House  of  Parliament,  where 
I  understand  questions  of  taxation  in 
connection  with  the  Bill  may  arise. 

Lord  HARRIS  had  hoped  that  the 
Government  would  have  given  a 
sympathetic  support  to  the  noble  Lord's 
proposal.  At  the  present  time  traction 
engines  had  to  pay  as  much  as  £10  for 
a  licence.  Of  course  they  broke  up  the 
roads  Aery  seriously,  and  he  did  not 
think  £10  any  too  much  to  make  them 
pay;  but  motor-cars  also  took  a  good 
deal  of  wear  out  of  the  roads,  judging  by 
the  dust  which  they  threw  up,  and  he 
hoped  that  before  the  Bill  became  law  a 
much  heavier  charge  than  5s.  would  be 
imposed  on  the  registration  of  a  car. 

The  Earl  of  MAYO  could  not  see 
how  a  motor-car  any  more  than  a  cycle 
could  take  any  wear  out  of  roads. 

The  Marquess  of  GRANBY  said  that 
if  the  noble  Earl  who  had  just  sat  down 
was  acquainted  with  the  amount  of  money 
that  had  had  to  be  spent  by  County 
Councils  in  repairing  the  damage  done  to 
roads  by  motor-cars  he  would  be  con- 
vinced to  the  contrary. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee, 
withdrawn. 


The  Earl  of  ROSSLYN  said  that 
Sub-section  4  of  Clause  2  as  at  present 
drafted,  provided  that  if  a  car  is  used  on 
a  public  highway  without  being  registered, 
or  if  the  mark  to  be  affixed  in  accordance 
with  the  Act  is  not  so  fixed,  or  if,  being 
so  fixed,  it  is  in  any  way  obscured,  or 
rendered,  or  allowed  to  become  not  easily 
distinguishable,  the  person  driving  the 
car  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence  under  the 
Act.     He   moved  to  insert,  after    "dis- 

Zord  Herries. 


I  tinguishable,"  the   words   "  except  from 
dust  or  mud." 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  2,  line  8,  after  the  word  'dis- 
tinguishable '  to  insert  the  words  '  except  from 
dust  or  mud.'  " — {The  Earl  of  Rossi  yn.) 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH:  I 
could  not  possibly  accept   this  Amend- 
ment, because  dust  and  mud  are  the  very 
things  I  want  to  provide  against.     The 
whole   kernel  of    this  clause   is    to    lay 
(the     responsibility     for    a    clear    num- 
I  ber  and  a  clear  light  upon  the  owner  of 
I  the  car.     I  have  heard  that  there  are 
I  some  men  who  oil   or  grease  their  lights 
in  order  that  dust  and   mud  may  stick 
to  them.     I  have  never  seen  it  done,  but 
I  think  such  a  thing  is  possible. 

Lord  MONTAGU  of  BEAULIEU 
asked  the  noblo  Lord  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  whether  he  would  put  in  words  to 
exempt  the  driver  where  the  number  was 
not  obscured  wilfully. 

Lord    BALFOUR    of  BURLEIGH : 

I  No ;  we  want  distinctly  to   lay  the  obli- 

]  gation  on  the  driver  of  the  car  to  keep 

his  light  and  number  clear.    The    whole 

point  is  to  lay  the  onus  on  the  driver  of 

the  car. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee, withdrawn. 

.^Clause  2,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  3. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
This  clause  provides  that  a  person  shall 
not  drive  a  motor-car  for  hire  or  reward 
unless  he  is  licensed  for  the  purpose.  I 
I  move  to  omit  the  words  "  for  hire  or 
reward,"  the  Amendment  having  the 
effect  of  requiring  all  drivers  of  motorcars 
to  have  a  licence. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  lines  10  and  11,  to  leave  out  the 
words  *  for  hire  or  reward.'  "—{Lord  Balfour  of 
Burleigh. ) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
:      *Lord    ELLENBOROUGH    said   the 


object  of  the  Amendment  .standing  in  his 
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name  was  to  provide  that  no  licence  should 
\e  granted  to  any  person  under  the  age 
of  sixteen.  He  felt  that  the  majority  of 
their  Lordships  would  agree  with  him 
that  there  should  be  some  limit  of  age. 
Under  the  Bill  any  child,  on  payment  of 
the  fee,  could  takeout  a  licence  to  drive 
a  motor-car.  He  had  fixed  sixteen  as 
the  age,  because  there  were  a  large  number 
of  steady  and  intelligent  lads  earning 
a  living  in  motor  workshops,  and  he 
would  be  sorry  to  do  anything  which 
would  deprive  them  of  the  means  of 
earning  their  living. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  Iu  page  2,  line  13,  after  the  word  *  reward* 
to  insert  the  words  4  no  such  licence  shall  be 
granted  to  any  person  under  the  age  of 
sixteen.'  " — (Lord  Ellenborough.) 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  : 
This  Amendment  is  a  very  reasonable 
one  in  itself,  but  it  raises  a  principle  of 
some  importance  on  which  I  should  like 
to  ask  the  opinion  of  noble  Lords  who 
have  studied  the  question.  In  the  Bill 
the  proposal  is  that  anybody  shall  have  a 
licence.  If  you  put  any  limitations  upon 
that,  it  restricts  the  right  of  a  person 
to  get  a  licence,  and  I  think  you  might 
almost  have  to  go  further  and  provide 
a  series  of  conditions  under  which 
County  Councils  should  give  licences. 
I  have  no  objection  to  this  Amend- 
ment and  am  prepared  to  accept  it,  j 
but  I  may  have  to  bring  up  clauses  for  ' 
carrying  this  and  similar  Amendments 
into  effect  at  a  subsequent  stage. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN 
moved  an  Amendment  providing  that  a 
licence  shall  be  produced  when  demanded 
by  a  police  constable.  Otherwise,  he  did 
not  see  the  value  of  the  licence. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  2,  line  13,  after  the  word  *  reward  ' 
to  insert  the  words  '  such  licence  must  be  pro- 
duced when  demanded  by  a  police  constable.'  " 
— (The  Earl  of  Camperdotm.) 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH:  I 
have  no  objection  to  this  Amendment. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  HENEAGE  asked  the  noble 
Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill  if  he  had  any 


objection  to  altering  the  word  "  shall " 
into  "  may  "  in  Sub-section  2,  which  ran— 

"The  Council  of  a  County  or  county  borough 
shall  qrant  a  licence  to  dnve  a  motor-car  for 
hire  or  reward  to  any  person  applying  for  it 
on  payment  of  a  fee  of  one  shilling,  unless  the 
applicant  is  disqualified  under  the  provision  * 
of  this  section. " 

He  thought  some  discretion  should  be 
given  to  the  County  Council  in  order 
that  drunkards  and  objectionable  people 
might  not  get  licences  if  they  were 
pointed  out  by  the  police.  His  Amend- 
ment would  not  injure  the  clause  in  any 
way,  but  would  give  the  County  Council 
a  very  desirable  discretion . 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  2.  line  16,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'shall*  and  to  insert  the  word  'may.'" — 
(Lord  Hene age.) 

The  Earl  of  ROSSLYN  supported  the 
Amendment  and  expressed  the  hope 
that  the  noble  Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
would  see  his  way  to  accept  it. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  :  I 
think  that  this  Amendment  would  cut 
deeper  into  the  framework  of  the  Bill 
than  the  noble  Lord  seems  to  think.  If 
it  were  carried,  a  County  Council  might 
say  that  they  would  not  grant  a  licence. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  granting  of 
licences  by  County  Councils  requires 
some  consideration  by  the  House.  I  did 
not  put  an  Amendment  on  the  Paper 
because  I  heard  that  this  question  was  to 
be  raised.  But  I  had  it  in  view  to  con- 
sider whether  there  should  be  a  general 
power  for  a  man  to  get  a  licence  in  any 
part  of  the  country,  whether  he  was 
domiciled  or  not  in  the  county  in  which 
he  applied.  I  was  rather  inclined  to 
make  it  compulsory  on  a  County  Council 
to  grant  a  licence,  except  for  certain 
specified  reasons,  but  not  to  make  it 
obligatory  on  the  County  Council  to 
grant  a  licence  to  a  person  not  domiciled 
in  their  district  or  known  to  them.  I 
think  that  would  be  a  better  way  of 
regulating  the  matter.  I  hope  noble 
Lords  who  have  taken  an  interest  in  the 
Bill  will  give  some  general  indication  of 
what  they  think  is  the  wisest  course  to 
adopt,  and  if  the  decision  is  in  the  direc- 
tion of  not  leaving  the  Bill  exactly  as  it 
stands,  but  of^  limiting  the  right  of  the 
applicant  for  a  licence  to  get  it  from 
only  one  County  Council,   I  would  be 
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prepared  at  a  subsequent  stage  to  put 
down  a  code  of  clauses  which  would 
regulate  the  matter  in  that  direction 
rather  than  in  the  way  suggested. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON:  I 
suppose  a  licence  from  one  County 
Council  would  hold  good  all  over  the 
country  ? 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH 
Clearly.  But  what  I  had  in  view  was  that, 
if  a  man  were  allowed  to  apply  to  more 
than  one  County  Council  for  a  licence, 
he  might  when  one  licence  was  endorsed 
with  a  conviction,  and  he  was  again 
convicted,  produce  another  licence  which 
he  had  up  his  sleeve  and  which  was 
unendorsed.  I  think,  therefore,  the 
principle  adopted  should  be  one  man 
one  licence,  and  consequently  one  man 
one  place  in  which  to  get  a  licence. 
But  I  think  it  would  be  impossible 
to  entrust  complete  discretion  to  the 
County  Council,  which  might  put 
undue  difficulties  in  the  way  of  a 
person  domiciled  in  its  district  getting 
a  licence. 

Lord  HENEAGE  withdrew  his 
Amendment,  but  expressed  the  hope 
that  the  noble  Lord  would  deal  with 
the  question  at  a  subsequent  stage. 

Lord  MONTAGU  of  BEAUL1EU 
asked  whether  the  licence  should  not 
be  obtainable  only  in  the  county  or 
district  in  which  the  car  was  registered. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH:  I 
have  no  objection  to  taking  that  into 
consideration,  but  at  present  it  is  com- 
pulsory on  every  County  Council  to 
give  a  licence  to  anybody  who  applies 
for  it,  without  making  any  inquiry 
whether  he  has  obtained  a  licence  before 
from  any  other  County  Council. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Consequential  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  moved  an 
Amendment  making  it  a  condition  of 
the  granting  of  a  licence  that  the 
applicant  should  produce  a  certificate, 
signed  by  the  chief  of  the  police  of  the 
county  or  county  borough,  of  his  com- 1 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh. 


petence  to  drive  a  motor-car.  This 
point  was  debated  on  the  Second 
Reading,  and  it  certainly  did  seem  to 
him  that  the  whole  weight  of  argument 
was  in  favour  of  requiring  some  such 
proof  of  competence.  The  noble  Lord 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  had  asked  who  was 
to  examine.  He  (Lord  Tweed  mouth) 
supplied  the  answer  in  his  Amendment 
by  putting  in  the  police.  The  noble 
Lord  might  ask  what  regulations  were 
to  be  made  for  the  examination;  but 
two  or  three  times  that  night  the  noble 
Lord  had  stated  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  were  prepared  to  frame 
regulations  for  this  and  that  purpose. 
If  it  was  necessary  that  there  should  be 
uniformity  between  one  district  and 
another,  then  surely  regulations  could 
be  framed  and  laid  down  on  which  the 
police  might  act.  Then  it  was  said  that  a 
man  might  get  a  licence  more  easily  from 
one  authority  than  from  another.  After 
all,  that  was  an  objection  which  was  to 
be  found  with  regard  to  examinations  of 
every  kind.  According  to  the  examiner,  and 
according  to  the  place,  there  would  be  a 
certain  difference  of  qualification  required 
for  exactly  the  same  purpose ;  but  by 
this  Amendment  they  would,  at  any 
rate,  get  a  certain  proof  of  some  compe- 
tence, and  he  held  that  it  was  far  better 
that  the  driver  should  be  required  to 
show  some  competence  than  that  he 
should  be  allowed  to  have  a  licence 
whether  he  could  drive  or  not.  Then  it 
was  said  that  they  could  not  really  test 
the  competence  of  a  driver  unless  they 
put  him  in  some  difficult  place,  and  that 
that  could  not  be  secured  in  the  case  of 
an  examination.  He  admitted  that  the 
most  competent  driver,  if  put  in  a  tight 
place,  might  utterly  fail  to  meet  it  if  he 
had  not  sufficient  nerve.  The  question 
of  power  to  deal  with  the  exigencies  of 
a  tight  place  would  always  depend  upon 
the  courage  of  the  individual,  and  would 
not  be  met  by  any  question  of  skill ;  but, 
for  his  own  part,  if  he  had  to  be  in 
a  tight  place  on  a  motor-car,  he  would 
sooner  be  in  a  tight  place  with  a  com- 
petent driver  than  with  one  who  knew 
very  little  about  his  business. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  2,  line  18,  after  the  word  'it'  to 
insert  the  words  '  and  who  produces  a  certificate 
signed  by  the  chief  of  the  police  of  such  county 
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or  county  borough  of  his  competence  to  drive 
a  motor-car.'"— l^ord  Ticeedmouth. 

The  Earl  of  ROSSLYN  said  the 
noble  Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill  had 
asked  him,  on  .the  Second  Reading,  to 
frame  an  Amendment  on  this  subject. 
He  had  done  so  by  providing  that  any 
County  or  Borough  Council  might  with- 
hold or  subsequently  cancel  such  licence  if, 
in  their  opinion,  the  applicant  for,  or  owner 
of,  such  licence  should  be  deemed  to  have 
no  practical  knowledge  of  the  method 
of  driving  a  car.  The  only  difference 
between  his  Amendment  and  that  of  his 
noble  friend  Lord  Tweedmouth  was  that, 
in  the  latter,  the  police  were  substituted 
for  the  County  or  Borough  Council,  and 
to  that  he  was  agreeable.  He  suggested 
that  the  representative  of  the  chief 
constable  or  the  County  or  Borough 
Council  should  ask  the  applicant  to  drive 
his  car  round  a  portion  of  their  town  or 
village  which  they  had  had  measured,  and  | 
see  that  he  was  not  only  able  to  drive  at 
regulation  speed,  but  with  care  and 
caution,  before  granting  him  a  licence. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH:! 
As  your  Lordships  will  remember,  this 
matter  was  discussed  at  some  length  on 
the  Second  Reading,  and  I  then  indicated 
my  views,  with  which  the  noble  Lord, 
quite  fairly,  professed  himself  not 
satisfie  1,  and  he  has  to-day,  as  I  fully 
expected,  ret  urned  to  the  charge.  I 
may  say  he  has  not  converted  me,  and 
I  hope  he  has  not  converted  the 
majority  of  the  House,  because  it 
seems  to  me,  as  I  said  then,  that  while 
there  is  a  good  deal  to  be  said  for  it 
at  first  sight,  it  is  really  impossible 
satisfactorily  to  carry  out  in  practice, 
and,  even  if  carried  out,  in  an  emergency 
would  be  a  delusion  and  a  snare.  In 
the  first  place,  I  say  without  fear  of 
-contradiction  that  in  this  country  there 
is  no  Government  Department  which 
<Jould  do  it  for  the  whole  of  the  country. 


I  do  not  understand  that  to.be  challenged, 
and  therefore  it  must  go  into  the  hands 
of  the  County  Councils  or  of  the  police. 
As  I  stated  on  a  former  occasion,  neither 
of  these  bodies  have  any  technical 
knowledge  or  technical  advisers,  and  I 
ventured  to  say — and  I  have  since  been 
confirmed  in  the  statement — that  the 
accidents  that  have  happened  have  not 
been  from  want  of  competency  on  the 
part  of  the  driver.  But  the  mos't  serious 
objection  I  have  is  that  I  believe  any 
examination  which  would  be  more  than 
a  mere  farce,  would  be  impossible  to 
carry  out  without  a  great  expenditure 
of  money,  time,  and  trouble,  utterly 
disproportionate  to  its  real  value.  If 
it  is  to  be  an  efficient  examination  it 
must  be  continuous  for  a  certain 
amount  of  time,  and  every  variety  of 
contingency  must  be  provided  for.  I 
believe  that  anything  short  of  a  very 
thorough  examination  would  be  a 
delusion,  and  would  give  a  false  sense 
of  security.  What  I  believe  would 
really  happen  would  be  that  whoever 
examined  the  applicant  would  make 
him  drive  backwards,  then  forwards, 
and  then  stop,  and  then  go  through 
some  very  slight  exercises.  As  I  said 
before,  competency  to  drive  one 
particular  kind  of  car  does  not 
necessarily  mean  competency  *to  drive 
another  car,  and  I  think  it  will  hardly 
be  suggested  that  the  licence  is  only 
to  be  one  to  drive  one  particular  kind 
of  car.  I  suggest  that  this  is  really  not 
a  useful  and  practicable  proposal,  but  I 
do  see  that  there  are  some  deficiencies 
in  the  regulations  under  which  licences 
are  granted,  and  I  will,  at  any  rate  for 
discussion,  put  down  a  code  of  claus  s 
at  a  subsequent  stage,  which  will,  I 
think,  regulate  the  matter  better. 

On  question,  their  Lordships  divided : 
Contents,  12;  Not-Contents,  59. 


Craven,  E. 
Crewe,  E. 
Kimberley,  E. 
Rosslyn,  E. 


CONTENTS. 
Spencer,  E. 

Belhaven  and  S teuton,  L. 
Boyle,  L.  {E.  Corkand  Orrery. ) 
James,  L. 


Lamington,  L.    [Teller.  ] 
Reay,L. 
Sandhurst,  L. 
Tweedmouth,  L.     [Teller.] 


NOT-CONTENTS. 


Halsbury,  E.    {L.  Chancellor.)  I  Grafton,  D. 
Devonshire,  D.  (L.  President.)  \  Wellington,  D. 


Abercorn,  M.     (/).  Abcrcorn.) 
Aileabury,  M. 
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Bath,  M. 
Lansdowne,  M. 

Pembroke  and  Montgomery, 
E.     (L.  Steward.) 

Clarendon,  E.  {L.  Chamber- 
lain. ) 

AHngdon,  E. 

Ancaster,  E. 

Camperdown,  E. 

Cawdor,  E, 

Dartrey,  E. 

Denbigh,  E. 

Derby,  E, 

Doncaster,  E.  (D.  Bvccleitch 
and  Queensberry.) 

Hardwicke,  E. 

Howe,  E. 

Ilchester,  E. 

Jersey,  E. 

Mayo,  E. 


{LORDS} 


(Dublin)  BUI, 


102O 


Morley,  E. 
Morton,  E. 
Onslow,  E. 
Romney,  E. 
Waldegrave,  E. 


[Teller.] 


Churchill,  V.    [Teller.] 
Hutchinson,  V.    {E.  Donough- 

rnore. ) 
Portman,  V. 


Abinger,  L. 
Balfour,  L. 
Barnard,  L. 
Belper,  L. 
Calthorpe,  L. 
Clon brock,  L. 
Conpleton,  L. 
De  Mauley,  L. 
Dunboyne,  L. 
Forester,  L. 


Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  :  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  would  be  for 
the  convenience  of   the  House,   but    it 
has  been  suggested  to  me  that  possibly 
it  would  be  convenient,  to  adjourn  the 
further  consideration  of  the  Bill  in  Com- 
mittee until  Tuesday  next.  1  am  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  House.     1  am  ready 
to   go  on   now  or  to  adjourn,    but    I 
venture  to  think  that  the  progress  we 
have    made  to-night   would   justify  an  | 
adjournment  until  Tuesday.    Moreover,  | 
it  would   give    the   Local  Government , 
Board   a   little  more  time  to  put  down  | 
the  new  clauses  which  I  have  promised, 
and  would  really  facilitate  the  progress  ! 
of  the  measure.  I 


Glenesk,  L. 

Harris,  L. 

Hatherton,  L. 

Hawkesbury,  L. 

Heneage,  L. 

Kelvin,  L. 

Kenyon,  L. 

Kinnaird,  L. 

Kin  tore,  L.     (E.  Kintore*) 

Lawrence,  L. 

Manners  of  Haddon,  L.     {M- 

Gran  by.) 
Meldrnm,  L.     (A/.  Huntly.) 
Montagu  of  Beaulieu,  L. 
Ribblesdale,  L. 
Rowton,  L. 

WemyM,  L    (E.  Wcmyss.) 
Wenlock,  L. 
Wolverton,  L. 


1st  August  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
printers,  and  I  hope  to  present  it  to  the 
House  in  the   course  of  the  next  few 


PISTOLS  BILL. 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Third  Read- 
ing read,  and  discharged. 


PUBLIC  OFFICES  (DUBLIN)  BILL. 

[SECOND  RKADING.] 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 


Earl  SPENCER  :    If,    as   the  noble  i     The  Earl  of  DENBIGH  :  My  Lords, 

Lord  says,  an  adjournment  will  be  more  I  this  Bill  has  passed  without  opposition 

conducive  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Bill  I  i  through   the  other    House,    and    is   to 

shall  certainly  not  oppose  it.       t  enable  land  to  be  acquired  in  Dublin  for 

I  the  purpose  of  a  Royal  College  of  Science 

tt  ,  ,   .     i  .     .     I  and  other  offices  and   buildings  for  the 

House  resumed;    and  to  be  again  in        bHc  8ervice     j  b       to  move  that  it 

Committee  on  Tuesday  next.  |  ^  read  ft  ieoond  time* 

VOLUNTEER  RANGES.  '      „        ,     ,,    „   .,      ,,..,  ,  A A    0a 

rn,       -n  .^^.^^      m.         Moved,  that  the  Bill  be.  now  read  2\ 

The   Earl    of  DARTMOUTH  :    My  I  _(TUEarl  of  Denbigh.) 
Lords,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  War  if  he  is  now  in  a  posi-  j 

tion  to  give  the  details  of  the  manner  in  |      On  Question,  Bill  read  2a|  and  com- 
whichthe  £170, 000 allocated  for  Volun- !  mitted  to   a    Committee  of    the  Whole 
teer  ranges  in  the  years  1900-1901  has  I  House  on  Tuesday  next, 
been  distributed.  i 


The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of  STATE  j 
for  WAR :  (The  Earl  of  Hardwicke)  :  | 
The    Return    which     I     promised    by  ■' 


House  adjourned  at  twenty 
minutes  before  Eight  o'clock, 
to  Monday  next,  a  quarter 
before  Eleven  o'clock. 
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The  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the  Clock. 
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UNOPPOSED    PRIVATE    BILL 
BUSINESS. 


PROVISIONAL  ORDEK  BILLS  [LORDS] 
(STANDING  ORDERS  APPLICABLE 
THERETO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Re- 
port from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Peti- 
tions for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case 
of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in  the 
Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  which  are 
applicable  thereto  have  been  complied 
with  — viz.,  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation 
(No.  1)  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday  next. 

Great  Northern  Railway  Bill ;  Metro- 
politan District  Railway  (Various  Powers) 
Bill ;  Midland  and  Belfast  and  Northern  . 
Counties  Railways  Bill.     Lords  Amend-  I 
ments  considered,  and  agreed  to.  j 

Didcot,  Newbury,  and  Southampton 
Railway  Bill  [Lords].  Read  the  third 
time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments. 

Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  Bill 
[Lords]  (King's  Consent,  on  behalf  of  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster,  signified).  Read  the 
third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments. 


Derby  Gas  Bill  [Lords] ;  Dudley, 
Stourbridge,  and  District  Tramways  Bill 
[Lords] ;  Poole  and  District  Electric 
Traction  Bill  [Lords].  As  amended,  con- 
sidered :  to  be  read  the  third  time. 


Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No  4)  Bill.  Lords'  Amendments  con- 
sidered and  agreed  to. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  2)  Bill;  Pier  and  Harbour  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  3)  Bill.  Lords' 
Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Education  Board  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [Lords].  Read 
the  second  time,  and  committed. 


Birmingham  District  Tramways  Bill 
[Lords].  Reported,  with  Amendments; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

Cnard  Corporation  Gas  and  Electricity 
Bill  [Lords] ;  Dewsbury,  Batley,  and 
Birstal  Tramways  Bill  [Lords] ;  Mid- 
Yorkshire  Tramways  Bill  [Lords].  Re- 
ported, with  Amendments;  Reports  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Taff  Railway  Bill  [Lords].  Reported, 
without  Amendment ;  Report  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Maryport  Harbour  Bill  [Lords] ;  Barry 
Railway  Bill  [Lords];  Reported,  with 
Amendments ;  Reports  to  lie  upon]  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  had  agreed  to,  Elementary 
Education  Amendment  Bill ;  Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9} 
Bill ;  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5)  Bill ;  without  Amendment. 
* 

Wigan  Corporation  Tramways  Bill ; 
Middlesbrough  Corporation  Bill  ;1  with 
Amendments. 

I  Amendment  to,  Pontypridd  Urban 
i  District  Council  Bill  [Lords] ;  Frinton- 
,  on-Sea  Sea  Defences  Bill  [Lords] ;  Cardiff 
Railway  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Aston  Manor  Im- 
I  provement  Bill  [Lords] ;  without  Amend- 
J  ment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
|  "  An  Act  to  authorise  the  London 
I  County  Council  to  provide  receiving 
houses  for  the  reception  of  persons 
!  mentally  affected  or  alleged  to  be  of 
unsound  mind,  and  to  authorise  the 
detention  of  such  persons  in  such  houses, 
and  for  other  purposes  connected- there- 
with." [Lunacy  Acts  Amendment 
(London)  Bill  [Lords].] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to- 
confirm  a  Provisional  Order  under  The 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland) 
Act,  1899,  relating  to  Glasgow  Corpora- 
tion Police."  [Glasgow  Corporation 
I  (Police)  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords].] 


I 


And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act 
to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  under 
The     Private      Legislation     Procedure 
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Returns, 
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Reports,  dr. 


1024 


{Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating  to  Irvine 
and  District  Water  Board."  [Irvine  and 
District  Water  Board  Order  Confirmation 
Bill  [Lords.] 

Glasgow  Corporation  (Police)  Order 
•Confirmation  Bill  [Lords] ;  read  the  first 
time :  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Monday,  27th  July,  and  to  be  printed. 
![Bill  282.] 

Irvine  and  District  Water  Board  Con- 
firmation Bill  [Lords]  ;  read  a  first  time ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday, 
-27th  July,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  283.] 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill 

[Lords] ;  Reported,  without  Amendment 
Provisional  Orders  confirmed] ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table.  Bill  to  be 
read  a  third  time  upon  Monday  next. 


Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill 

[Lords] ;  Beported,  with  Amendments 
Provisional  Orders  confirmed]  ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table.  Bill,* as  amended, 
to  be  considered  upon  Monday  next. 

Water      Orders     Confirmation      Bill 

(Lords] ;  Reported,  without  Amendment 
Provisonal  Orders  confirmed] ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table.  Bill  to  be  read 
the  third  time  upon  Monday  next. 


Lochnell  Estate  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Re- 
ported, without  Amendment ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


NATIONAL    EDUCATION   (IRELAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Sixty-ninth  Report 
of  the  Commissioners  of  National 
Education  in  Ireland,  being  for  the 
year  1902  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

AFRICA  (No.  8,  1903). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  on  Slavery 
and  Free  Labour  in  the  British  East 
Africa  Protectorate  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS  (COM- 
MERCIAL, No.  6,   1903). 

Copy  presented,  of  Findings  of  the 
Permanent  Commission  established  under 
Article  VII.  of  the  Sugar  Convention  of 
5th  March,  1902,  and  Report  of  the 
British  Delegate  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS   (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
3,031  to  3,033  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

TREATY  SERIES  (No.  11, 1903). 
Copy  presented,  of  the  Accession  of 
Denmark  to  the  International  Conven- 
tion of  9th  September,  1886,  establishing 
an  International  Union  for  the  Protec- 
tion of  Literary  and  Artistic  Works,  and 
also  to  the  additional  Act  and  Declara- 
tion signed  in  Paris,  4th  May,  1896 — 1st 
July,  1903  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


TRAMWAYS   ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  1)  BILL  [LORDS.] 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  16th  July;  Mr.  Banar  Law]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[260.] 

COLONIAL    REPORTS   (ANNUAL). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  No.  389 
(Sierra  Leone,  Annual  Report  for  1902) 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRINIDAD. 

Copy  presented,  of  Papers  relating  to 
the  recent  disturbances  at  Port  of  Spain, 
Trinidad  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


TRINIDAD. 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the  Com- 
mission of  Inquiry  into  the  recent 
disturbances  at  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  GLASGOW. 

Copy  presented,  of  Abstract  of 
Accounts  of  the  University  of  Glasgow 
for   the  year   ending    30th  September, 
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1902  [by    Act]  to  lie  upon   the  Table ; 
and  to  be  printed.     [No.  261.] 


Paper  laid   upon 
Clerk  of  the  House. 


the  Table  by    the 
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The  agreement  with  the  V  ictoria  Nyanza 
Agency  is  also  for  five  years,  the  .firm 
undertaking  to  plant  14,000  rubber 
vines  during  the  period  of  the  permit. 


PUBLIC  RECORDS  (POST  OFFICE). 
Copy  of  Fourth  Schedule  containing  a 
List  and  Particulars  of  Classes  of 
Documents  existing  or  accruing  in  the 
Office  of  His  Majesty's  Postmaster- 
General,  which  are  not  considered  of 
sufficient  public  value  to  justify  their 
preservation  in  the  Public  Record  Office 
[by  Act]. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Concessions  for  the  Collection  of  Rubber 
in  Uganda. 

Mr.  BAYLEY  (Derbyshire,  Chester- 
field) :  To  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  if  he 
will  lay  upo  i  the  Table  of  the  House 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  conces- 
sions granted  to  the  Italian  Colonial 
Trading  Company  and  the  Victoria 
Nyanza  Agency,  respectively  for  the 
collection  of  rubber  in  the  Uganda 
Protectorate. 

{Answered  by  Lord  Cranborne.)  The 
text  of  the  concessions  has  not  yet  been 
received.  The  general  terms  and  condi- 
tions were  given  in  the  Return  laid  in 
Africa,  No.  7,  1903.  The  main  condi- 
tions of  the  agreement  with  the  Italian 
Company  are  reported  by  His  Majesty's 
Commissioner  to  be :  that  it  is  for  five 
years  ;  that  the  permit  is  held  subject 
to  any  rights  of  the  natives  to  forest 
produce ;  that  the  permit  carries  no 
rights  other  than  the  collection  of 
rubber ;  that  European  supervision  is 
to  be  employed,  and  only  trained  col- 
lectors allowed  to  collect  rubber ;  that 
any  labour  employed  within  the  area  of 
the  permit  is  to  be  paid  for  in  rupees, 
and  not  in  shells  or  food;  that  the 
Company  plant  20,000  vines  during  the 
period  of  the  permit  in  areas  to  be 
approved  by  the  collector ;  that  at  the 
expiration  of  the  permit  the  conditions 
for  a  fresh  permit  be  considered  between 
the   Administration  and  the  Company. 


Increase  in  price  of  wheat  daring  "  Loiter 
Corner." 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield 
Central):  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  if  he  can  state  what 
was  the  rise  in  the  price  of  wheat  in 
Great  Britain  at  the  time  of  the  recent 
Leiter  corner  in  wheat  at  Chicago. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  Th e 
mean  of  the  monthly  average  Gazette 
prices  of  British  wheat  in  England  and 
Wales  for  January,  February,  and  March 
1898  was  about  35s.  2d.  per  quarter. 
The  average  for  the  months  immediately 
following  were  April,  36s.  ;  May,  46s.  ; 
June,  43s.  7d. ;  July,  37s.  5d. ;  August, 
33&  Id. ;  the  average  falling  to  26s.  5d. 
in  September.  The  highest  point 
touched  was  48s.  Id.  in  the  week  ending 
21st  May. 

Average  prices  and  duty  on  Wheat  in 
England,  France  and  Germany. 

Colonel  LONG  (Worcestershire, 
Evesham) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  what  was  the  equivalent 
in  English  money  of  the  duty  on,  and 
the  average  price  after  duty  was  charged, 
of  a  quarter  of  wheat  taking  500  lbs.  to 
the  quarter,  at  ports  of  importation  in 
England,  Germany,  and  France  on  the 
first  day  of  each  quarter  between  1st 
April  1901  and  1st  June  1903,  inclusive. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  No 
information  can  be  given  as  to  the 
average  prices  of  imported  wheat  in 
England,  Germany,  and  France  on  par- 
ticular days. 

Electric  High-Tension  Current  on  Over- 
head Wires- 

Mr.  MARKHAM  (Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield):  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  whether,  seeing 
that  the  Governments  of  America,  France, 
Germany,  Switzerland,  Italy,  and  other 
countries  have,  during  the  last  ten  years, 
passed  laws  regulating  the  methods  of  dis- 
tributing high-tension  current  by  over- 
head wires,  which  has  resulted  in  a  widely 
employed  use  of  electricity  for  industrial 
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purposes,  he  will  say  whether,  in  view  of 
the  restrictions  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
there  is  a  single  case  in  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland  where  high-tension  current  over- 
head wires  have  been  installed. 

MR.  MARKH  AM :  To  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  whether,  in  view 
of  the  continued  refusals  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  grant  facilities  to  manufacturers 
in  this  country  to  use  high-tension  bare 
wires,  for  the  alleged  reason  that  these 
wires  might  be  dangerous  to  the  public,  he 
has  taken  any  steps  to  ask  the  Foreign 
Office  to  obtain  Reports  from  His 
Majesty's  Consuls  Abroad  as  to  whether 
any  accidents  have  been  caused  by  this 
system  of  power  transmission ;  and  if  he 
has  not  done  so  will  he  communicate  with 
the  Foreign  Office  on  the  subject  with  a 
view  of  obtaining  these  Reports. 

(Answered  Iry  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  I 
will  answer  the  hon.  Member's  Questions 
together  and  refer  him  to  the  Answer 
given  to  a  similar  Question  which  he  put 
to  me  on  the  24th  of  June  last.t  The 
Board  of  Trade  have  not  refused  to  grant 
facilities  to  manufacturers  for  the  use  of 
high-tension  bare  wires.  Until  quite  re- 
cently the  Department  has  not  been  asked 
to  sanction  this  method  of  supply.  As 
was  stated  in  reply  to  the  hon.  Member's 
previous  Question,  the  Board  will  give 
their  best  consideration  to  applications 
for  the  use  of  high  voltage,  dealing  with 
each  case  on  its  merits. 


Foreign  Imports  into  the  Colonies- 
Merchandise  Marks  Acts. 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS  (Merthyr  Tydvil) : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  stated 
in  the  introductory  memorandum  to 
Parliamentary  Paper  [C.  8449],  that  a 
considerable  proportion  of  the  apparent 
increase  in  foreign  importations  is 
attributed  in  most  of  the  colonies  to  the 
effect  of  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act, 
and  the  consequent  injury  to  British 
reshipment  trade,  he  proposes  to  amend 
or  to  repeal  that  measure. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.) 
The  Board  of  Trade  do  not  propose  to 
repeal  the  Act.  The  question  of  its 
amendment    is    one    for    consideration ; 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  exxiv.,  377. 


but  it  is  obvious  that  no  Bill  dealing  with 
the  subject  could  be  introduced  during 
the  present  session. 

Fiscal  Inquiry— Reprint  of  Parliamentary 
Paper  No.  299  of  session  of  1825 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS:  To  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether, 
in  view  of  the  forthcoming  discussion 
into  the  relative  merits  of  different  fiscal 
systems,  he  will  cause  a  reprint  to  be 
made  of  Parliamentary  Paper  No.  299, 
of  session  1825,  giving  the  rates  of  wages 
in  various  districts,  the  extent  to  which 
the  practice  of  paying  the  wages  of 
agricultural  labour  out  of  the  poor  rates 
prevailed  at  the  time,  and  the  conditions 
relating  to  marriage  and  number  of 
children  under  which  assistance  was 
given. 

(Anmered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,)  I 
do  not  think  any  useful  purpose  would  be 
served  by  republishing  this  old   Return. 

Assistant  Head  Postmen— Case  of 
C-  W.  Mason  of  Clapham. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.):  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether  he  will  explain  why  postman  C. 
W.  Mason  of  Clapham,  was  not  appointed 
assistant  head  postman  when  the  duty 
which  he  had  been  working  for  four 
and  a  half  years  was  made  an  assistant 
head  postman's  duty;  and  further  why 
the  3s.  allowance  which  he  had  been 
receiving  during  that  time  was  not 
added  to  his  wages. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
Postman  Mason  was  not  appointed 
assistant  head  postman  because  he  had 
not  the  qualifications  necessary  for  that 
appointment.  The  duty  for  which  Mason 
had  received  a  temporary  allowance 
of  3s.  a  week  was  not  equivalent  to  that 
of  an  assistant  head  postman,  and  the 
allowance  ceased  when  he  ceased  to 
perform  the  duty. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs)  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  if  he  could  lay  down  a 
more  definite  programme  for  business 
next  week,  especially  in  reference  to 
Supply  on  Thursday,  and  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  could  fix  a  day  for  the 
discussion  of  the  Sugar  Convention  Bill. 
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T£e  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  of  the  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour  (Manchester,  E.)  said  some 
ambiguity  was  thrown  over  the  pro- 
ceedings for  next  week;  and  having 
looked  into  the  matter  he  believed 
the  most  convenient  course  would  be  to 
take  the  Irish  Estimates  on  Monday, 
assuming  that  the  Report  stage  of  the 
Irish  Land  Bill  would  be  finished  during 
the  afternoon.  If  that  stage  should  not 
be  completed  it  would  not  be  possible  to 
take  the  remaining  portion  of  the  Bill  on 
Monday  and  Irish  Estimates  afterwards, 
for  that  would  be  contrary  to  the  rule  for 
taking  Supply  as  the  first  Order.  Irish 
Supply  would  be  taken  on  Monday  if 
the  Report  stage  of  the  Land  Bill  finished 
by  half-past  Five.     On  Tuesday  he  pro- 

Eised  to  put  the  Third  Reading  of  the 
and   Bill   as  first  order,  and   to  follow  | 
with  the  Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Bill, 
Report,  the  Employment  of  Children  Bill, 
the   Metropolitan  Streets   Bill,  and   the 
Committee  on  the  Naval  Works  Bill,  in  j 
the  order  mentioned.     He  could  not  yet . 
say   what  would  be   the  first  order   on  | 
Wednesday.     On  Thursday  the  Foreign  j 
Office  Vote  and  the  Colonial  Office  Vote 
would  be  put  down,  and  he  would  com-  \ 
ply  with  the  general  desire  as  to  which  of  I 
these  should  be  first  order.     In  these  cir- 
cumstances it  would  not  be  possible  to 
take   the   Sugar   Convention    Bill    next 
week.  ! 

Sir.  H.   CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  I 
said  as   to   the  preference   between   the 
Colonial   Office    Vote    and   the   Foreign 
Office  Vote  he  would  gather  opinions  by 
Monday. 

*Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  said  the  decision 
on  this  point  should  be  known  as  soon  as 
possible,  because  it  might  make  a  differ- 
ence in  the  arrangements  hon.  Members 
desired  to  make. 

IRISH  LAND  BILL. 
As  amended,  considered. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  said 
the  Amendment  he  desired  to  move  stood 
fifth  upon  the  Paper.  It  was  not,  he 
tli ought,  too  much  to  ask  that  the  appeal 
to  the  Privy  Council  should  be  abolished 
where  land  was  desired  to  be  acquired  by 
.a  local  authority  for  the  purpose  of  build- 


;  ing  labourers'  cottages  and  the  making  of 
roads.  Previous  to  the  passing  of  the 
I  Local  Government  Act  for  Ireland  the 
■  old  Grand  June's  had  tremendous  power 
I  in  regard  to  the  making  of  roads  and  an 
appeal  to  the  Privy  Council  under  those 
|  circumstances  might  have  been  necessary. 
|  But  now  that  the  tenants  had  the  matter 
I  in  their  own  hands  and  elected  the 
|  County  Councils  such  an  appeal  was  not 
!  necessary.     He  begged  to  move. 

1      Clause.    (Compulsory  acquisition  land.) 

|  "Where  any  land  or  easement  sold  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  is 
required  by  any  local  authority  under  any  Act 
enabling  such  auth  jrity  compulsorily  to  acquire 
same,  no  appeal  shall  lie  from  any  order  o?  the 
Local  Government;  Board  sanctioning  the 
acquisition  of  such  land  under  the  Labourer* 
( Ireland)  Acts,  the  Public  Health  (Inland) 
Acts,  or  the  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Acts, 
and  the  decision  of  the  Judge  of  Assize  under 
Section  10,  Sub-section  3  (d)  of  the  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1898,  shall  be  final 
except  when  the  order  therein  referred  to  i* 
refused."— (Afr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
44  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  said  this 
proposal,  though  perhaps  within  the  scope 
of  the  Bill,  was  somewhat  foreign  to  the 
general  purport  of  the  Land  Purchase 
Bill  as  lie  read  that  all  rights  of  appeal 
against  Provisional  Orders  should  be 
abolished.  That  was  a  very  large  pro- 
posal and  one  upon  which  a  good  deal 
might  have  to  be  said  before  it  was 
assented  to.  He  had  stated  in  Committee 
that  he  could  not  grapple  with  the 
question  of  the  Labourers  Acts  in  this 
Bill,  and  therefore  he  could  not  accept 
the  Amendment. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.)  said 
they  quite  recognised  that  with  regard 
to  this  matter  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  many  difficulties  to  contend  with, 
but  he  hoped  the  right  lion.  Gentleman 
would  bear  in  mind  that  those  who 
represented  the  tenant  farmers  also  had 
their  difficulties.  The  existing  appeal  to 
the  Privy  Council  with  regard  to  the 
question  of  labourers'  cottages  was  one 
of  the  greatest  absurdities  on  the 
Statute-book,  and  he  hoped  the  matter 
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would  be  dealt  with  in  the  Labourers 
Bill      which    was    promised    for    next 

session. 

• 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  as  there  was 
so  me  misapprehension  with  regard  to 
the  matter  he  would  beg  leave  to  with- 
draw the  clause. 

Motion  and  Clause,  by  leave,  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  his  next 
Amendment  was  one  to  which  the 
Government  had  no  answer.  He  post- 
poned it  on  the  Committee  stage  as  he 
understood  the  Government  were  con- 
sidering the  question.  It  seemed  to  him 
to  be  a  monstrous  thing  that  men  should 
be  deprived  of  the  right  to  have  their 
rents  varied  through  no  fault  of  their 
own,  but  through  the  failure  of  the 
Government  to  advertise  in  the  Gazette. 
It  seemed  strange  that  the  Government 
should  allow  this  law  which  had 
fallen  into  disuse  to  remain  as  it  was. 
The  Government  had  remedied  the 
grievance  so  far  as  the  most  unmeri- 
torious  class,  the  owners  of  the  land,  was 
concerned,  but  the  people  for  whom  he 
spoke  had  no  influence  to  get  it  remedied 
so  far  as  they  were  concerned.  He  begged 
to  move. 

Clause  (Variable  head  rents.) 

"  Where  by  reason  of  the  non-publication  of 
the  average  prices  of  produce  in  the  Dublin 
Gazette,  it  lias  become  impossible  judicially  to 
determine  the  amount  by  which  any  variable 
rent  calculable  upon  an  average  of  prices 
should  be  varied,  Sections  2  and  3  of  the  Act 
of  the  sixty-third  and  sixty-fourth  years  of 
Victoria,  chapter  fifty -eight,  shall  apply  in  the 
case  of  such  variable  rents,  and  the  words 
*  tithe  rent-charge,'  in  the  said  sections,  shall 
be  deemed  to  include  any  variable  rent  as 
aforesaid."— (J/r.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 


Mr  WYNDHAM  said  his  sympathy 
was  entirely  with  this  clause,  but  if 
they  attempted  to  remedy  one  grievance 
it  would  open  the  door  to  other  appeals, 
and  they  would  have  others  forced  upon 
them,  endangering  the  progress  of  the 

Mr*  T.  W.  Unssell 


Bill.  If  good  reason  was  shown  in  the 
other  House  for  accepting  the  Amend- 
ment it  could  be  accepted  there.  He 
did  not  think  he  ought  to  accept  it  here. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) speaking  generally  on  behalf  of 
the  landlords,  said  they  were  strongly 
in  favour  of  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  in  these  circum- 
stances assented  to  the  clause. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

Clause  (Sub-divided  holdings.) 

'*  In  the  construction  of  Section  5,  Sub-section 
3,  of  The  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1896,  the 
words  '  tenants  in  common '  shall  be  deemed 
to  include  two  or  more  persons  between  whom 
the  holding  is  divided.  "—{Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  "  That 
the  clause  be  read  a  second  time,"  put 
and  agreed  to. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

*Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that 
whilst  he  had  little  hope  of  succeeding  in 
adding  the  clause  he  now  proposed  to 
the  Bill,  he  must,  on  behalf  of  the 
farmers  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  enter  a 
protest  against  the  manner  in  which,  in 
recent  years,  they  had  been  deprived  of 
the  Ulster  custom.  A  landlord  could 
take  a  third  of  the  tenant's  property  and 
then  go  into  the  market  and  sell  the 
farm  for  its  full  value.  This  was  a  very 
real  grievance,  and  was  bitterly  felt  in 
Ulster.    He  begged  to  move. 

Clause  (Abolition  of  landlord's  right 
of  pre-emption.) 

"  Sub-section  3  of  Section  1  of  The  Land 
Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1881,  relating  to  the  right 
of  the  landlord  to  purchase  a  holding  is 
hereby  repealed."— {Mr.  T.  W.  Russell.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time.1' 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  the  House 
would  gather  that  this  was  a   question 
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which  excited  a  great  deal  of  interest 
in  Ulster,  and  that  it  was  an  extremely 
controversial  subject.  Without  express- 
ing any  opinion  he  deprecated  discussing 
controversial  matters  for  the  reason  he 
had  given. 

*Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  it  was  his 
duty  on  behalf  of  the  Ulster  farmers  to 
enter  his  protest.  He  had  received 
many  representations  on  the  question. 
He  begged  leave  to  withdraw  the  clause. 

Motion  and  Clause,  by  leave,  with- 
drawn. 

*Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid)  said 
his  right  hon.  friend  the  Chief  Secretary 
justified  the  grant  of  £5,000  to  Trinity 
College — which  was  provided  for  by 
Clause  38  of  the  Bill — on  the  ground 
that  unless  that  clause  was  added  to  the 
Bill,  land  purchase  would  be  hampered 
over  a  great  part  of  Ireland.  He  went 
so  far  as  to  say  that — 

"In  his  deliberate  opinion,  if  it  were  not 
adopted  some  9,000  or  10,000  tenant  occupier b 
would  be  debarred  from  taking  advantage  of 
the  Act." 

The  Chief  Secretary  added — 

"  The  clause  was  necessary — if  distasteful — 
if  land  purchase  in  respect  of  all  these  tenants 
was  not  to  be  hung  up." 

Now,  it  was  with  the  interests  of  those 
9,000  or  10,000  tenant-occupiers — and 
especially  with  the  interests  of  those  who 
resided  in  the  constituency  which  he  had 
the  honour  to  represent — that  he  was 
concerned.  The  Chief  Secretary  had 
shown  that  he  appreciated  the  position 
in  which  these  tenants  would  be  placed, 
and  in  their  behalf  he  wanted  to  obtain 
from  his  right  hon.  friend  some  further 
explanation  as  to  how  Clause  38  was 
expected  to  work.  How  would  that 
clause,  of  itself,  and  without  further  pro- 
vision being  made,  facilitate  land  pur- 
chase in  the  case  of  the  occupiers  of 
Trinity  College  lands  1  How  was  it 
going  to  remove  the  barrier  which  stood 
in  the  way  of  these  tenants  becoming  the 
purchasers  of  their  holdings  %  He  voted 
for  the  grant  to  Trinity  College,  because 
he  believed  it  would  pave  the  way  for  a 
new  clause  that  would  really  benefit  the 
tenant  occupiers  by  enabling  their 
immediate  landlords    to    secure  the  re- 


demption of  the  head-rents  at  such  a 
price  as  would  allow  of  the  estates  being 
sold  to  the  tenants  on  fair  terms.  He 
could  not  for  the  life  of  him  see  how  this 
grant  of  £5,000  to  Trinity  College— stand- 
ing alone — was  going  to  benefit  the 
tenants  of  Trinity  College  lands  in  the 
slightest  degree.  His  right  hon.  friend 
the  Chief  Secretary  himself  seemed  doubt- 
ful as  to  whether  the  grant  would  be 
sufficient  to  accomplish  the  object  which 
he  firmly  believed  he  was  anxious  to 
achieve.  He  admitted,  in  fact,  that  he- 
was  not  confident  that  even  this  addi- 
tional aid  would  succeed  in  solving  the 
question.  He  (Mr.  Lonsdale)  was  more- 
than  doubtful  on  the  point.  The  infor- 
mation which  he  had  received  convinced 
him  that,  unless  the  grant  was  followed 
up  by  so  me  such  provision  as  that  now 
proposed,  the  tenants  of  these  Trinity 
College  lands  would  be  denied  thosfr 
opportunities  of  becoming  owners  of 
their  farms  which  were  being  extended  to 
other  classes  of  tenants.  That  would  be 
a  deplorable  result,  and  he  appealed  to 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  consider  very  care- 
fully whether  he  could  not  accept  the 
plan  suggested  for  giving  effect  to  the- 
desire  they  all  entertained,  that  every 
tenant-occupier  in  Ireland  should  be 
placed  in  full  possession,  as  owner,  of  his 
holding. 

Now,  what  were  the  facts  in  regard 
to  these  Trinity  College  lands  ?  Cer- 
tain lands,  amounting  in  all  to  about 
150,000  acres,  were  held  from  Trinity 
College  by  tenants  in  perpetuity.  The 
Solicitor- General  for  Ireland  had  told 
them  there  wero  about  100  of  these 
grantees;  but  the  tenants  under  them 
numbered  9,000  or  10,000.  These 
occupiers  were  now  almost  all  judicial 
tenants.  Since  the  passing  of  the  Act 
of  1881,  they  had  had  their  rents  judici- 
ally revised  twice  and  were  now  paying 
to  their  immediate  landlords,  the  grantees, 
rents  from  30  to  40  per  cent,  below  the 
rents  they  paid  up  to  1881.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  rents  paid  by  the  grantees  to 
Trinity  College  had  not  been  reduced. 
On  the  contrary,  they  had  stood  at  the 
high  level  to  which  they  were  raised 
prior  to  1881.  The  grantees  therefore 
had  suffered  a  serious  loss  of  income 
through  the  operation  of  the  Act  of 
1881.  In  some  cases,  that  loss  of  income 
had  been  as    much  as  75  and   80   per 
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cent  ;  while  in  one  instance  that  had  |  and  most  worthy  of  the  farmers  of 
been    brought   to    his   notice.     Trinity    Ireland. 

College  received  from  the  grantee  con- 1  But  although  he  held  no  brief  for 
siderably  more  than  the  grantee  got  in  '  the  middlemen  landlords  he  felt 
the  shape  of  rent  from  his  tenants,  and  i  bound  to  protest  against  the  tone 
was  obliged  to  make  good  the  loss  out  adopted  towards  them  by  his  right  hon. 
of  his  other  properties.  Another  point '  friend  the  Solicitor-General  lor  Ireland, 
that  had  to  be  borne  in  mind  in  con-  I  His  remarks,  when  speaking  in  Com- 
nection  with  these  Trinity  College  mittee  on  Clause  38,  conveyed  to  his 
estates  was  that  the  grantees  had  spent ,  mind  a  covert  suggestion  that  up  to 
very  large  sums  of  money  in  improving  '  1881  these  landlords  had  been  charging 
and  developing  the  property.  That  ex- '  excessive  rents  to  their  tenants.  Trinity 
penditure,  representing  so  much  capital  I  College  had  certainly  raised  the  head- 
sunk  in  the  soil,  had  not  produced  any  |  rents,  and  it  might  be  that  some  middle- 
interest  in  recent  years,  owing  to  the  j  men  extracted  more  than  they  should 
heavy  reductions  in  rent.  He  was  not  j  have  done  from  the  occupiers  under 
advancing  a  claim  upon  the  sympathy  of  j  them.     But  that   was  not  the  case  in 


the  House  for  the  middlemen  landlords, 
His  object  was  simply  to  show  the  bear 


every  instance.    One  of  these  landlords 
who  had  written  to  him  said — 


ing  of  the  facts  he  had  stated  upon  the  i  «« i  know  that  so  far  as  my  grant  is  con- 
problem  of  purchase ;  and  to  show  the  I  cemed,  my  father  only  earned  forward  to  the 
difficulty  that  Stood  in    the  way  of  the  j  occupying  tenants  one  half  the  increase  the 

.    '         j      .i         .        i J         .         college  added  to  his  rents  in    1866,  and  paid 

occupien .under  these  grantees  becoming  I  lhe  %^t  out  of  hig  own  ^^^  n£er 

the  purchasers  of  their  holdings.    Under  |  raised  the  tents  on  any  other  occasion." 
the  scheme  of  purchase  embodied  in  the    TT      ,     ,  ,     ,  . . 

BuTthe  price  to  be  paid  to  the  grantees  |  p  had  no  doubt  the  same  thing 
would  be  calculated  on  the  reduced  |  f»ppen«d  on  other  estates ;  because  he 
rental  of  the  holdings.  The  superior  .  knewa  m.on«  thelrimty  College  grantees 
interest,  the  amount  due  to  Trinity  '  Tw?"  *>  be,  found  "J0"1*0* the  b<f  of  tbe 
College  as  head  landlord,  would,  on  the  j  J™1 ,la°dlord°-  At  a11  .event?  he  mT' 
other  hand,  have  to  be  redeemed  upon  . tauM*  that  *h,s  ™8gfi*™  of  merciless 
the  unreduced  rental.  That  was  how  '  exaction  on  the  part  of  the  middlemen 
the  matter  stood.  The  grantee  under  I  came  w,th.  a  vf*  H  ?!'^e  from_.the 
Trinity  College  might  be  very  anxious  '  "P^entetive  of  Trinity  College,  which 
to  sell  his  estate  to  his  tenants;  but  he  i  be  ^"^  <«?m.tted,  had  distinguished 
would  be  deterred  from  taking  the  !  ^  bv  a  "gorous  maintenance  of  its 
necessary  steps  by  the  fear  that  if  he  i  "«ht8j.  but  *blch  5ou"1not  claim,j° 
entered  into  purchase  arrangements  he :  havet  dwtingui&hed  itself  by  any  mlhl- 
might  find  himself  squeezed  between  the  j  ment  ot*he  dutl?  attaching  to  property, 
upper  and  the  nether  millstone.  He  ?•  would  Mk  utheu  Solicitor-General  to 
very  naturally  shrank  from  embarking  ,n/°,rm  ^em  £h^her  *  ,was  not  a  .**' 
upon  an  undertaking  which  might ! that  when  Trinity  College  obtained 
result  in  his  being  deprived  both  of  land  '  J0"8"?00  of  *e  °  P0™8"  Property  ;,t 
and  money.  Unbss  he  was  reassured  on  l  Cahirciveen  in  I860  they  raised  the 
that  head  and  was  afforded  a  reasonable  !  »»* lD  that  ™Uage  from  £200  to  about 

prospect  of  securing  a  fair  price  for  his  I  £70°  a  vear:  Tnni}y  Ulle6e  dld  °ot  in 
:....,,  j  ,  ,  .  ^  1  every  case  leave  the  occupiers  of  Us 
interest  m  the  land   and  a  fair  return  |  UndJ   to   the    tender    me^ics    of    the 

upon  the  capital  he  or  his  fannly  might  ]  middiemen.  Some  of  their  tenants 
have  invested  in  the  estate,  he  would  I  apparently  had  reason  to  wish  they  had 
refuse  to  sell,  and  the  tenants  on  his  done  so.  The  middlemen  landlords  had 
estate  would  be  left  out  in  the  cold.  1  certainly  shown  some  regard  for  the 
He  was  not  justifying  that  attitude  He  i  dutie8  attaching  to  property,  and  it  was 
was  simply  stating  the  facte.  Those  J  }*yorid  disPute, that  in  man>'  ^^  they 
facts  must  be  faced  and  dealt  with  if ,  ^•pentTery  large  sums  of  money  in  de- 
.      .  ,  .  !  velopingtheirestatesandinirxiprovements 

land  purchase  was  not  to   be  hung  up  J  from    which  their  tenants   had  derived 

indefinitely    m    the    cases    of    a    large    benefit.  They  were  now  confronted  by  the 
number  of   the   best,  most  progressive,  j  prospect  of  having  to  lose  the  whole  of 
Mr.  Lomlale. 
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this  capital  which  had  been  expended 
on  improvements,  and  that  was  the 
consideration  which  was  likely  to  deter 
them  from  entering  into  purchase 
arrangements  with  their  tenants.  Up 
to  the  present  time  nothing  had  fallen 
trom  the  Government  which  was  calcu- 
lated to  relieve  their  minds  from  anxiety 
or  encourage  them  to  offer  their  estates 
for  sale. 

What  they  wanted  to  know  was  how 
many  years  purchase  of  the  head-rent 
would  Trinity  College  require  to  satisfy 
their  demands.  Was  it  correct  to  assume 
that  Trinity  College  looked  to  obtain 
twenty-five  years  purchase  of  the  head- 
rents  1  The  Chief  Secretary  said  in  Com- 
mittee— 

"  It  was  estimated  that  the  net  loss  to 
Trinity  College  would  be  £9,000  a  year," 

if  the  present  head-rents  were  redeemed. 
The  total  of  the  College  head-rents  was 
£36,000  a  year.  The  capital  value  of  that 
sum  at  3  per  cent,  would  be  £1,200,000, 
which  would  represent  thirty-three  years 
purchase.  But  the  College  estimated 
to  lose  £9,000  a  year — reducing  the 
income  to  £27,000.  The  capital  value 
of  that  sum  at  3  per  cent,  would  be 
£  9  0  0,  0  0  0 — which  would  represent 
twenty-five  years  purchase  of  the  exist- 
ing head-rents.  If  the  College  really 
meant  to  stand  out  for  twenty-five  years 
purchase,  then  he  was  afraid  the  grantees 
would  not  be  at  all  disposed  to  entertain 
proposals  for  the  sale  of  their  estates. 
The  redemption  of  the  superior  interest 
on  such  terms  would  entail  such  finan- 
cial sacrifice  upon  them  that  they  would 
absolutely  decline  to  sell.  What  was 
needed  to  overcome  the  serious  obstacle 
to  purchase  which  stood  in  the  path 
of  10,000  tenant  farmers  was  some 
such  scheme  of  varying  the  head-rents  in 
proportion  to  the  variation  in  the  occu- 
piers' judicial  rents,  as  that  now  proposed. 
It  was  all  very  well  for  the  Solicitor- 
General  to  proclaim  the  inviolability 
of  the  arrangement  entered  into  by 
Trinity  College  and  its  grantees,  which 
was  embodied  in  the  Act  of  1851. 
The  arrangement  of  1851  was  not  a 
mutual  agreement  in  any  real  sense  of 
the  word.  The  grantees  could  not  be 
said  to  be  free  agents  They  were 
practically  compelled  to  submit  to  all 
that  the  college  demanded  Otherwise 
their  old  leases  would  have  been  run 
out  in  twenty  years,  and  their  improve 
VOL.  CXXV.       [Fourth  Series.] 


ments — including  in  some  cases  their 
family  residences — would  have  been  con- 
fiscated  by  the  college.  The  Sol  citor- 
General  boasted  that  the  college  had 
held  rigorously  to  the  Act  of  1851. 
Of  course  they  had.  But  why? 
Simply  because  they  profited  by  it. 
Owing  to  the  scale  adopted  for  fixing 
rents  the  income  of  the  senior  fellows 
was  largely  increased,  besides  being  made 
more  secure.  The  Solicitor-General  said 
had  rents  gone  down  Trinity  College 
would  have  suffered.  Doubtless,  but 
in  that  case  he  wondered  whether 
Trinity  College  would  have  been  con- 
tent rigorously  to  abide  by  the  arrange- 
ment. The  admission  of  the  Solicitor- 
General  justified  the  demand  now  made 
for  a  fresh  system  of  valuation  of  these 
head-rents.  It  was  the  evident  intention 
of  the  Legislature  that  the  college  and  the 
middlemen  should  share  and  share  alike 
as  to  the  ups  and  downs  of  value.  But 
while  Trinity  College  rents  had  gone  up 
and  kept  up  all  these  years,  the  middle- 
men's rents  had  gone  lower  and  lower. 
He  maintained  there  was  nothing  in- 
equitable in  the  proposition  that  the 
balance  should  be  restored ;  and  the 
grantees  of  Trinity  College  be  placed 
in  such  a  position  that  they  would  be  able 
to  sell  their  estates  to  their  tenants  with- 
out prospect  of  loss. 

How  was  this  to  be  done  ?  The  plan 
which  he  suggested  was  that  the 
grantees  of  Trinity  College  lands,  and 
the  tenants  of  lands  held  under 
Church  perpetuity  leases  should  be  able 
to  go  into  Court  and  obtain  a  revision 
of  their  rents,  so  that  they  would  be 
proportionate  to  the  rents  they  received 
from  their  sub-tenants.  Purchase  could 
then  proceed  throughout  upon  the  re- 
vised rentals.  The  purchase  advance  for 
the  holdings  would  be  calculated,  as  the 
Bill  provides,  upon  the  judicial  rents;  and 
the  amount  due  in  respect  of  the  head- 
rent  would  be  proportioned  in  accord- 
ance with  the  revised  rental.  The 
grantees  would,  in  that  case,  stand  to 
receive  some  return  for  their  capital  and 
interest  in  the  land,  which  would,  at  all 
events,  ensure  that  they  would  not  adopt  a 
policy  of  "passive  resistance."  Further, 
he  would  call  attention  to  the  precedent 
established  by  the  Tithe  Rent-Charge 
(Ireland)  Act,  1900.  That  Act  provided 
that    all  tithe    rent- charges    should   be 

20 
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varied  in  accordance  with  the  average 
percentage  of  the  variation  of  judicial 
rents.  If  tithe  rent-charges  could  be  so 
varied,  why  not  head-rents  1  Tithes  had 
been  reduced  by  as  much  as  28  per 
cent.,  and  he  could  see  no  reason  why 
this  system  of  revision  should  not  be 
applied  to  the  head-rents.  The  machinery 
was  in  existence,  and  ready  to  hand.  It 
might  be  easily  and  quickly  applied,  so 
as  to  remove  what  was  undoubtedly  a 
serious  obstacle  to  the  scheme  of  this 
Bill.  He  might  point  out  that  occupy- 
ing sub-grantees  in,  perpetuity  were 
admitted  by  the  Land  Act  of  1887  to 
the  benefits  of  the  Act  of  1881.  A  statu- 
tory perpetuity  grant  was  thus  varied 
by  Parliament  in  favour  of  occupying 
tenants  What  Parliament  has  done 
Parliament  might  be  reasonably  asked  to 
do  again.  It  might  be  argued  that 
the  superior  landlord  does  not  want  to 
sell  and  that  no  proportion  of  the  loss 
should  fall  upon  him.  He  thought  the 
answer  to  that  was  that  the  State  wished 
the  sale  to  take  place  ;  and  it  was  mani- 
festly unfair  that  all  the  loss  should  fall 
upon  the  middle  landlord.  As  he  had 
shown,  the  practical  result  of  leaving 
this  difficulty  untouched  would  be  to 
hinder  land  purchase  in  a  great  number 
of  cases  and  interpose  a  serious  obstacle 
to  the  complete  success  of  the  Act. 

Clause  (Trinity  College  and  church 
perpetuity  leases.) 

"  Holders  of  land  under  ecclesiastical  perpet- 
uity leases  and  Trinity  College  leases  may  apply 
to  the  Land  Commission  to  have  their  rents  re- 
duced proportionately  to  the  reductions  of  rent 
granted  to  their  tenants  ;  and  the  Land  Com- 
mission shall  reduce  such  rents  accordingly, 
and  shall,  in  the  case  of  any  holding  subject  to 
a  judicial  tent  fixed  or  agreed  to  before  the 
passing  of  the  Act  of  1896,  make  a  further  re 
duction  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  rent  payable  for 
•uch  holding." — (Mr.  Loii*dalc.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
4*  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time.,, 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  admitted  that  the 
lion.  Member  had  earnestly  pleaded  the 
cause  of  these  people,  but  it  would  be 
inadvisable,  he  thought,  to  enter  fully 
into  the  question  then,  because  he  under- 
stood it  was  the  general  wish  of  the 
House  that  the  Report  stage  should  be 
concluded  that  day.     The  hon.  Member's 

Mr.  Lonsdale. 


proposal  opened  up  a  vista  of  contio- 
versial  questions,  which  if  entered  into 
fully  would  take  up  so  much  time  as  to 
defeat  the  object  they  all  had  at  heart. 
The  hon.  Member  had  not  taken  into 
account  the  fact  that  there  might  be 
more  than  one  middleman,  and  he  did 
not  perhaps  give  as  much  allowance 
as  he  might  for  many  provisions  in  the 
Bill,  which  assisted  the  class  whose 
cause  he  had  championed.  His  (the 
Chief  Secretary's)  chief  reason  for  in- 
sisting that  the  bonus  should  go  to  the 
veudor  was  to  help  the  class  to  whom 
the  hon.  Member  had  referred.  Further 
than  that  he  could  not  go,  and  he 
would  ask  the  hon.  Member  to  accept 
that  assurance,  and  not  to  think  that  he 
was  insensible  of  the  importance  of  the 
question  he  had  raised. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  said  the 
expressions  of  impatience  from  his  col- 
leagues were  addressed  not  to  the  merits 
of  the  proposal,  but  to  the  length  ot 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member.  Unless 
Members  made  up  their  minds  to 
present  their  case  within  moderate 
limits  they  could  not  under  the  cir- 
cumstances expect  to  obtain  a  fair 
hearing.  He  and  many  of  his  col- 
leagues strongly  sympathised  with  the 
view  of  the  hon.  Member,  and  they 
greatly  feared  that  unless  some 
such  proposal  were  accepted  the  £5,000 
grant  to  Trinity  College  would  have  no 
effect  whatever  in  facilitating  the  sale  of 
lands  to  the  Trinity  tenants.  The  whole 
sum  would  be  grabbed  by  Trinity  College, 
and  middlemen  and  tenants  would  be  left 
exactly  in  the  same  position  as  if  no  grant 
had  been  made. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  pointed  out 
that  in  Committee  the  Chief  Secretary 
contemplated  taking  further  action,  either 
by  Royal  Commission  or  a  Committee  of 
the  House,  to  investigate  the  entire 
question.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  indicate  some  plan 
in  order  that  the  matter  might  not  remain 
where  it  was. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  was  understood  to 
say  that  the  matter  would  be  looked  into 
in  the  autumn. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.)  said  there 
was  a  strong  feeling  on  the  part  of  Irish 
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Members  in  regard  to  this  matter  which  I 
•affected  about   1,000   tenants  in   North  , 
Kerry.     He  would  give  one  case  as  a  I 
sample.      A  middleman,   who   formerly  I 
received  £2,735  in  rents  from  his  tenants, ' 
now  received  only  £1,641,  but  in  the 
same  period  his  rent  to  Trinity  College 
had  been  increased  from  £954  to  £1,255, 
so  that  while  the  amount  he  received  had 
decreased  by  40  per  cent.,  the  rental  he 
paid  had  increased  by  30  per  cent.     It 
appeared  therefore  that  Trinity  College 
had  got  the  best  of  the  deal.     He  hoped 
the    Chief    Secretary    would    see    that 
there  was  fair  play  all  round. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  formally   moved  a 
.•new  clause. 

Clause  (Mill  farms). 

"  A  tenant  of  a  holding  upon  which  a  mill 
is  situated  may  make  application  to  the  Court, 
and  the  Court  may  direct  that  the  non-agricul- 
tural portion  of  the  holding  shall  be  separated 
from  the  agricultural  portion  thereof,  and  may 
determine  the  proportion  of  rent  to  be  allocated 
to  each  portion,  and  may  thereupon  fix  a  fair 
rent  for  the  agricultural  portion  of  the  hold- 
ing, to  which  the  I^and  Law  Acts  shall  then 
apply  as  if  it  was  a  separate  holding." — (Mr. 
Lonsdale.) 


Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  replied  that  it  would 
not  be  possible  to  enter  upon  an  Amend- 
ment of  the  Act  of  1896  if  they  intended 
to  finish  the  Keport  stage  that  day. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  13,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  as  amended  by  this  Act.'  " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford)  j 
took  the  opportunity  of  pointing  out  | 
that  he  and  his  colleagues  had  not  put 
down  any  Amendments  to  that  stage  of 
the  Bill,  but  it  should  not  be  taken  as 
meaning  that  they  were  at  all  satisfied 
with  the  form  in  which  the  Bill  left 
Committee.      There   were   a   number   of 


important  points  raised  in  Committee  on 
which  they  could  not  get  their  way  and 
which  in  the  ordinary  course  they  would 
have  felt  bound  to  raise  again  and  discuss 
on  the  Report  stage.  But  the  circum- 
stances under  which  they  me*  were  of  an 
extraordinary  character.  If  they  dis- 
cussed all  the  points  on  which  they 
were  dissatisfied  it  would  take  some 
days,  and  at  that  time  of  the  session 
the  passage  of  the  Bill  would  be 
imperilled.  Therefore  they  had  abstained 
from  placing  any  Amendments  on  the 
paper.  They  had  some  reason  to  com- 
plain that  the  chief  measure  of  the 
session  was  not  brought  forward  earlier, 
so  that  there  would  have  been  time  for 
discussion  at  the  present  stage.  They 
had,  however,  to  face  the  inevitable  and 
do  nothing  to  imperil  the  passage  of  the 
BUI. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

♦Mr  T.  W.  RUSSELL  moved  the 
omission  of  the  proviso  to  Clause 
1.  He  said  the  zone  for  the  first- 
term  rents  stipulated  that  the  tenant 
should  get  a  reduction  of  at  least  20  per 
cent,  and  not  more  than  40  per  cent.  He 
did  not  seek  to  alter  that,  but  to  leave 
out  what  followed  namely — 

"Provided  that  in  the  case  of  a  holding  subject 
to  a  judicial  rent  fixed  or  agreed  to  before  the 
passing  of  the  Act  of  1896,  the  Land  Com- 
mission may,  if  they  think  it  equitable,  and  if 
the  purchase  agreement  so  provides  treat  the 
holding  for  the  purposes  of  this  section  as  a 
holding  subject  to  a  judicial  rent  fixed  since  the 
passing  of  the  Act  of  1896." 

That  was  to  say,  that  a  tenant  farmer 
going  into  a  holding  with  a  first-term 
rent  had  a  right  under  the  zone  to  a  20 
per  cent,  reduction,  but  if  he  could  be 
bamboozled  into  signing  an  agreement  to 
be  transferred  to  the  second  zone  that  right 
was  taken  away  and  his  reduction  limited 
to  ten  per  cent.  What  was  the  object  of 
that?  He  did  not  think  this  was  a  fair 
proposal,  and  it  ought  to  be  left  out. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

"In  page  1,  line  25,  to  leave  out  from  beffin- 
ning  of  the  line  to  the  end  of  line  3,  page  2.  ' — 
(Mr.  T.  W.  Russell.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out,  to  the  word 
'may,'  in  line  27,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

2  0  2 
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Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  when  they 
were  discussing  the  first  clause  of  the 
Bill  he  contemplated  that  a  solution  of  the 
difficulty  which  had  arisen  might  have 
been  found  by  putting  a  complementary 
proviso  providing  that  in  some  cases 
second-term  rents  might  be  turned  into 
first-term  rents.  He  thought,  however, 
that  under  the  circumstances,  they  must 
adhere  to  this  proposal  as  it  was  left  in  the 
Committee  stage.  Clause  1  read  with 
Clause  5,  and  he  thought  it  was  a  good 
solution  of  a  difficult  question  which  had 
been  arrived  at  by  the  consent  of  hon. 
Members  representing  various  parts  of 
Ireland.  Therefore  he  should  do  all  in 
his  power  to  maintain  it. 


♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that  upon 
that  statement  he  would  ask  leave  to 
withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Mr.  T.  jM.  HEALY  in  moving  the 
Amendment  standing  in  his  name  said 
he  thought  it  would  be  better  to  have 
the  definition  in  the  way  he  suggested 
rather  than  have  a  new  definition  im- 
ported into  the  clause.  There  was  no 
such  thing  known  to  the  law  as  a  large 
farm.  There  were  a  number  of  cases  of 
very  great  hardship,  in  his  judgment, 
where  the  tenant  had  been  compelled  to 
keep  his  land  in  grass  because  of  a 
covenant  forced  down  his  throat  by  an 
old  lease.  Be  that  as  it  might,  it 
seemed  to  him  that  the  true  test  should 
be  whether  he  could  get  a  fair  rent  fixed 
or  not.  That  was  a  safe  and  certain 
plan,  and  to  tamper  with  Mr.  Glad- 
stone's legislation  by  fresh  exclusions 
was  a  most  dangerous  course.  Such 
technicalities  caused  difficulties  never 
dreamt  of  by  those  who  inserted  them, 
and  if  it  was  taken  in  the  form  he  sug- 
gested, he  knew  that  a  very  large 
number  in  his  constituency  who  were 
interested  in  the  matter  would  appre- 
ciate it.     He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  2,  line  23,  to  leave  out  from   the 
word  *  a '  to  end  of  line  25,  and  insert  the  words 
'holding  to   which   the   Land   Law   (Ireland)  ' 
Acts  apply."'— (3fr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words- 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  (Cork)  said 
he  was  sorry  to  have  to  differ  from  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend,  and  he  urged 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  stick  to  the  words 
of  the  clause.  lie  believed  there  was 
scarcely  a  sentence  in  the  whole  Bill 
which  would  be  received  with  more 
satisfaction,  and  there  was  no  part  in 
which  this  would  be  more  intensely  felt 
than  in  Meath  and  West  Meath,  where 
the  mass  of  the  small  holders  suffered 
just  as  keenly  as  the  people  of  Con- 
naught.  One  of  the  largest  agricul- 
turists in  Leinster  wrote  to  him  stating 
that  it  would  be  almost  better  to  retain 
the  £3,000  or  £5,000  limit  in  the  Bill 
than  let  the  grass  men  buy  without 
cultivation.  Quite  40  per  cent,  of  the 
sales  would  depend  upon  the  proper 
arrangement  of  this  question.  This 
large  farmer  who  wrote  to  him  was  one 
of  those  who  would  be  shut  out  by  the- 
limit,  but  he  said  that  on  public  grounds 
it  would  be  a  ltsser  evil  than  to  employ 
the  taxpayers'  money  to  stereotype  the 
grass  question.  There  were  districts  in 
Ireland  where  the  Bill  would  work  no 
good  for  many  years  if  the  grass  men 
got  the  right  without  cultivation. 
Under  the  law  as  it  stood  at  present, 
the  graziers  had  quite  enough  facilities- 
out  of  the  public  funds  for  carrying  out 
a  system  which  was  pauperising  the 
people  of  the  country.  What  the 
National  Convention  desired  was  en- 
couragement for  tillage  and  employment, 
and  the  Resolution  of  the  Convention 
was  met  by  the  clause  as  it  stood.  He 
thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could 
rely  upon  it  if  he  stood  by  the  words  of 
this  clause  that  the  result  would  be  to 
create  almost  universal  satisfaction 
amongst  the  masses  of  the  people  of 
Ireland. 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  he  differed 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  upon 
this  matter.  He  thought  that  under 
this  Bill  any  man  who  had  a  holding  to 
which  the  Land  Acts  applied,  ought  not 
to  be  debarred  from  the  benefits  of  the 
Act,  and,  without  any  desire  to  stereo- 
type graziers,  he  thought  the  clause  as 
it  stood  would  shut  out  a  large  number 
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•of  men  who  held  judicial  rents.  These 
words  were  exceedingly  difficult  of  in- 
terpretation. Anyone  who  had  followed 
the  discussion  on  the  land  question 
in  Court,  knew  that  over  the  word 
"mainly"  the  most  terrific  fights  had 
taken  place,  and  that  one  word  had  put 
moremoney  into  the  lawyers' pockets  than 
would  have  paid  half  the  rents  involved. 
He  could  understand  the  laughter  on 
^the  Front  Ministerial  Bench.  The  junior 
Member  for  Trinity  College  had  a  really 
good  tme  over  that  word.  These  tenants 
ihad  to  prove  that  holdings  had  been  so 
used  for  five  years  before  the  passing  of 
•this  Act,  and  that  would  be  rather 
•difficult.  He  agreed  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Louth  that  the  safest  way 
was  to  walk  in  the  old  path. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  would 
endeavour  to  persuade  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cork  City  that  if  he  accepted  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Louth  he  should  not  let  in 
the  graziers.  That  was  the  one  thing 
he  should  not  do,  because  the  holdings 
were  any  non-residential  grass  holdings 
and  any  residential  holdings  of  a  higher 
value  than  £100  a  year.  It  could  not 
be  urged  against  this  Amendment  that 
it  would  enable  graziers  to  buy  up  land 
that  might  otherwise  be  purchased  by 
the  tenants.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  asked  him  why  he  did  not 
leave  the  matter  as  it  stood.  On  the 
Committee  stage  he  stated  that  it  would 
be  necessary  to  scrutinise  those  words 
-very  carefully  to  see  what  their  legal 
bearing  and  interpretation  would  be. 
After  consideration  he  had  concluded 
that  those  words  would  give  rise  to  a 
great  deal  of  litigation.  If  they  took 
the  words  suggested  by  the  hon.  Member 
ior  Louth,  they  would  know  where  they 
were,  and  if  they  attempted  to  describe 
the  case  in  the  Act  they  might  get  into 
a  difficulty.  Further  down  on  the 
Paper  he  had  an  Amendment  on  page  3 
to  leave  out  lines  7  to  12,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  apply  for  the  purpose,  for 
example,  of  putting  an  evicted  tenant 
back  upon  a  holding  and  for  dealing 
with  congestion  of  the  limitations  as  to 
purchase.  The  £7,000  limit  would  be 
defined  and  construed  in  accordance 
with  this  provision.  Unless  they  ran 
the  risk  of  not  being  able  to  give  a  man 


something  equal  to  the  holding  he  had 
lost,  and  not  being  able  to  move  a  large 
farmer  im  order  to  remove  congestion  in 
that  vicinity,  they  must  put  a  liberal 
interpretation  here,  and  take  a  liberal 
definition.  Unless  they  did  this  the 
£7,000  limit  would  become  inoperative. 

Mr.  LEAMY  (Kildare,  N.)  reminded 
his  hon.  friend  that  the  object  of  forming 
this  clause  was  to  give  the  benefits  of 
the  Bill  to  a  class  who  were  not  include  d 
as  the  Bill  was  originally  drawn.  If  the 
clause  were  passed  as  it  stood  the  consti- 
tuents of  his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Louth  would  undoubtedly  benefit,  but 
he  was  not  quite  sure  that  the  tenants  of 
a  number  of  pretty  large  farms  would 
be  particularly  pleased  by  discovering 
that  so  many  of  them  would  be  excluded. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork  Co.,  N.)  said  he 
would  look  with  considerable  jealousy  on 
any  Amendment  which  would  interfere 
withthe  arrangement  which  wasformerly 
made.  It  was  no  sympathy  with  lawyers 
that  would  induce  him  to  say  that  the 
words  in  the  Bill  should  remain,  but 
surely  after  the  experience  they  had  had 
on  questions  of  construction  nobody 
could  be  deceived  as  to  the  meaning  of 
the  words  in  the  Bill  as  they  stood 
"  mainly  used  for  tillage  and  dairying 
purposes."  As  between  the  words  in  the 
Bill  and  the  words  in  the  Amendment 
he  would  say  that  ninety-nine  out  of  a 
hundred  of  his  constituents  would  be  in 
favour  of  the  words  in  the  Bill. 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.)  said  the  result  of  keep- 
ing the  clause  as  it  stood  would  be 
that  no  evicted  tenant  would  be  able  to 
get  an  advance  up  to  £7,000  for  anything 
except  a  large  farm  which  had  been 
used  for  five  years  mainly  for  tillage  or 
dairying  purposes.  He  was  perfectly 
confident  that  they  would  exclude  some 
of  the  largest  evicted  tenants  in  Ireland 
whom  they  wished  to  restore  to  their 
original  holding!  by  permitting  advances 
up  to  £7,000. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question  "  That  those  words*  Vs*  \Jm** 
inserted  in  t\v*^&"  ^vxV  *»^  *£***&  ^ 
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Mr.  BUTCHER  (York),  moved  an  |  siderable  amount  of  recognition  from  the 
Amendment  making  the  section  appli-  j  Government  and  also  from  hon.  Mem- 
cable  to  holdings  "  in  respect  of  which  bers  opposite.  They  had  abstained  from 
the  Land  Commissioners  have  given  a  bringing  forward  a  number  of  points  on 
certificate  under  section  six  of  this  Act."  I  which  they  were  extremely  interested^ 
He  said  the  object  of  the  Amendment  i  On  the  point  dealt  with  by  the  hon. 
was  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  '  Member  for  Water  lord  they  exercised  a 
Bill.  considerable  self-restraint.     The  Amend- 

ment  now  before  the  House  might  seem 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill —       :  small,  but  it  raised  a  question  of  far- 

"  In  page  2,  line  27,  to  leave  out  the  words  reaching  importance,  because  that 
'as  defined  by  this  Act,'  and  insert  the  words  touched  the  whole  of  the  matter  of  the* 
'in  respect  of which  the ^dComnu^ion  have  definiti  of  congested  estate.  That 
given  a  certihcate  under  section  six  of  this  .         r  ;,  ©    ,  v^  .  .         - 

Act.'  "—{Mr.  Butcher.)  I  very  question  of  the  definition  of  a  con- 

j  gested  estate  was  one  which  was  debated? 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  ,  at  considerable  length  in  Committee,  and 


proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  thought 
these  words  made  the  intention  clearer. 
It  was  all  the  more  necessary  to  make 
the  intention  clear  because  of  the  Amend- 
ment which  he  accepted  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mayo.    In  the  definition  of 


which  he  would  have  very  much  desired 
to  press  agaiu  on  the  Report  Stage,  hut 
he  abstained  from  doing  so  in  accord- 
ance with  an  agreement  come  to  by  his 
Party.  He  protested  against  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  without  any  serious 
cause  making  any  change  in  this 
mach  nery.  He  would  like  to  know  if  he 
was  correct  in  saying  that   this  Amend- 


ongestion  there  was  originally  astandard    ment>  which  exempted    certain   estates- 

from  the  restrictions  on  the  operation 
of  Clause  1  as  regarded  the  zones,  and  as 
it  originally  stood  exempted  all  estates, 
defined  in  this  section  as  congested 
estates,  now  limited  that  exemption  and 
limited  it  on  the  extraordinary  statement 


Of  area  as  well  as  a  standard  of  price,  and 
at  the  instance  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Mayo  he  omitted  the  standard  of  area  and 
confined  it  to  holdings  of  the  annual  value 
of  £5.  He  urged  on  the  Committee,  and 
he  thought   the  Committee  agreed  with 


him,  that  the  definition  of  what  was  a  of  the  Chief  Secretary  that  when  an 
congested  estate  was  not  consistent  with  l  estate  fel1  within  the  definition  of  a  bold- 
an  estate  on  which  half  the  holdings  were  !  in£  of  £5  value  jt  ™ght  be  prosperous, 
of  £5  annual  value.  It  might  be  an  j  To  assume  that  they  might  be,  was  ta 
estate  of  small  dairy  farms.  The  true  I  his  lnind  a  most  extraordinary  doctrine, 
definition  of  a  congested  estate  was  an  j  because  he  held  that  the  limit  of  £5  was 
estate  which  was  certified  to  need  aid  |  too  low,  and  that  in  this  great  measure  or 
because  of  the  wants  of  the  tenants  upon  j  Poljcy  for  the  future  resettlement  of 
it.  In  Sub-section  4  of  Clause  6  there  |  J™an<*  £10  ought  to  be  the  lowest  limit 
was  the  true  test  of  what  was  a  congested  i for  an  economical  holding.  This  Amend 


estate.  Sub-section  5  Mas  only  a  Trea 
sury  check.  The  Government  was  not  to 
sxy  that  an  estate  was  congested  merely 
because  the  holdings  were  of  so  much 
value,  so  that  it  was  proper  to  take  as 
the  true  definition  the  circumstances  of 
the  tenants  and  not  the  Treasury  check 
on  the  money  in  the  case.  It  was  all  the 
more  necessary  to  do  that  since  at  the 
instance  of  the  hon.  Member  he  took 
out  the  standard  of  area. 

Mr.  DILLON  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not  accept  the 
Amendment.  He  thought  the  action 
taken  by  the  rish  Party  deserved  a  con- 


ment  involved  the  assumption  that  land 
valued  at  £5  a  year  might  be  prosperous 
land.  He  hoped  the  right  hon.  0  en  tie- 
man  would  not  accept  contentious; 
Amendments  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  if  the  Amend- 
ment was  not  accepted  there  would  be 
estates  which  would  not  be  entitled  to 
any  of  the  benefits  of  the  Bill 

Mr.  DILLON  :  What  are  the  benefits, 
from  which  they  will  be  txcluded  1 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  he  would  take  the- 
advance  of  £7,000.  A  congested  estate  if  it. 
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satisfied  the  first  definition,  but  with- 
out satisfying  the  others  would  lose  the 
benefit  of  all  the  preceding  sub-sections 
of  Clause  1,  and  yet  inasmuch  as  the 
Commissioners  did  not  certify  it  would 
not  get  the  benefit  of  this  clause.  So 
it  would  be  absolutely  left  out  in  the 
cold. 

Mr.  DILLON :  What  are  the  other 
benefits  ? 

Mr.  ATKLVSON  said  what  they 
wanted  in  order  that  an  estate  should  get 
the  benefit  was  that  it  should  conform  to 
this  definition  of  the  £5  value.  For 
instance,  if  half  the  estate  consisted  of 
small  farms  and  the  other  half  say  of  six 
large  farms,  such  an  estate  could  not 
have  any  of  the  benefits  of  Clause  1. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted  in  the  Bill,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill —    . 

"  In  page  2,  line  35,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  ten  acres  in  area  and.'  "—(Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out,  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 

Mr.  DILLON  said  he  gladly  admitted 
that  the  Chief  Secretary's  Amendment 
was  a  great  improvement  on  the  present 
definition,  but  he  wished  to  record  his 
conviction  that  a  limit  of  £5  was  a  great 
mistake  in  a  great  operation  of  this 
character.  It  was  too  narrow  a  restraint 
on,  the  discretion  of  the  Commissioners. 
There  was  force  in  the  argument  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  there  was 
not  sufficient  land  to  go  round ;  but  the 
Commissioners  should  have  some  discre- 
tion, and  naturally  they  would  use  the 
land  at  their  disposal  to  increase  the 
holdings  below  £5  in  rateable  value  before 
giving  land  to  holdings  above  that  value ; 
but  he  knew  of  districts  where  they 
would  have  sufficient  land,  and  why,  in 
such  districts,  should  the  Commissioners 
be  forbidden  to  give  an  addition  to  farms 
which  were  of  £6  or  £7  rateable  value  ? 
He  regretted  that  the  Government  could 
not  see  their  way  to  alter  the  limit. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  2,  line  40,  to  leave  out  the  word, 
'a,'  and  insert  the  word,  *  that.'  "—{Mr. 
Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  words, 
'  five  hundred/  and  insert  the  words,  *  one 
thousand.'"— (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
'  five  hundred '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  DILLON  said  he  wished  to  take 
the  opportunity  of  saying  that  this  was 
a  very  generous  proposal  of  the  Chief 
Secretary,  and  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  fully  and  honourably  redeemed 
every  promise  he  had  made. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Qnestion,  "  That  the  words  *  one  thou- 
sand '  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill,"  put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  to  leave  out  lines  7  to  12,  in- 
clusive, and  in*ei  t  the  words  '  Provided  that  the 
limitation  in  this  Sub -section  may,  subject  to 
the  other  limitations  in  the  Land  Purchase  Acts 
l>e  exceeded,  where  the  Land  Commission  con- 
sider that  a  larger  advance  may  be  sanctioned 
to  any  purchaser  without  prejudice  to  the 
want 8  and  circumstances  ot  other  persons 
residing  in  the  neigh bourhood.,' — (Mr.  Wynd- 
ham. ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  line  29,  after  the  word  'vendor/ 
to  insert  the  words  '  or  (in  the  cane  of  an  estate 
purchased  from  the  Land  Judge)  to  the  former 
owner  of  the  estate  or  a  person  nominated  by 
the  Land  Commission  as  his  representative." — 
(Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  to  the  vendor.'  "—(Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  3,  line  34,  at  end,  to  add  the 
words  '  (3)  In  entering  into  agreements  for  the 
resale  of  any  land  to  the  vendor  of  an  estate 
the  Land  Commission  shall  ha.v^x^*^^^^ 
amount  oi  tandi  &v«&»b\a  \s$v  >3&s>  «^a»e«s«^» 
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of  holdings  where  they  consider  such  enlarge- 
ment necessary.  (4)  Where  an  advance  is 
made  in  pursuance  of  this  section  the  Judicial 
Commissioner  may,  if  he  thinks  it  equitable, 
o.i  the  application  of  any  person  who,  at  the 
date  of  the  sale  of  the  land  to  the  Land  Com- 
mission,  was  entitled  to  any  estate  in  re- 
mainder or  reversion  in  that  land  order,  upon 
such  terms  and  conditions  as  he  may  think 
reasonable,  that  the  land  so  resold  shall 
devolve  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the 
settlement  which  at  the  date  of  the  sale  to  the  ' 
Land  Commission  affect ed  it." — (Mr.  Wynd- 
ham.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill.'1 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  said  he  felt  I 
bound  to  say  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's Amendment  carried  out  fully  and 
satisfactorily  the  undertaking  he  gave  in 
Committee.  It  certainly  made  the  power 
of  the  Estate  Commissioners  as  complete 
as  one  could  reasonably  desire.  He 
believed  that  the  generous  treatment  of 
the  evicted  tenants  would  be,  to  a  large 
extent,  the  touchstone  by  which  the 
administration  of  this  Act  would  be 
judged  in  Ireland.  It  was  as  much  in 
the  interest  of  the  landlords  as  the  tenants 
that  this  question  should  be  settled  in  a 
generous  way  with  no  list  of  prescriptions, 
and  that  seemed  to  him  to  be  the  spirit  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  Amendment. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  the  current  j 
tenants  would  be  excluded  under  this  i 
Amendment.  I 


Proposed  Amendment  amended — 

"  In  line  5,  by  leaving  out  the  words  '  an 
advance  i*  made/  and  inserting  the  words  '  any 
land  is  resold  to  the  vendor.'  "—(Colonel 
Wyndham-Quin.) 

Proposed  words,  as  amended,  inserted 
in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  when 
the  Bill  was  in  Committee  the  Member 
for  Cambridge  joined  with  him  in  pointing 
out  the  difficulties  that  might  arise  from 
shadowy  claims  to  the  foreshore.  It  was 
desirable  that  on  the  sale  of  an  estate 
with  the  strand,  the  whole  of  the  tenants 
on  the  estate  should  not  be  shut  out  from 
the  use  of  the  sand,  gravel,  or  seaweed 
which  they  had  long  enjoyed  by  what  he 
admitted  was  a  shadowy  right.  He 
moved. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  3,  line  .99,  after  the  word  *  pastur- 
es/ to  insert  the  words  "acquiring  foreshore 


I  or  land  for  raising  »and,  gravel,  or  seaweed,  or 
for  the  construction  of  piers."  —  (Mrm  T.    M» 
\Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Sir  ROBERT  FITZGERALD  (Cam- 
bridge) said  he  hoped  the  Chief  Secretary 
would  see  his  way  to  accept  this  Amend- 
;  ment,  because  it  would  stop  a  great  deal 
I  of  litigation  and  quarrelling,  and  place 
[  the  right  to  the  foreshore  in  the  hands  of 
I  a  body  of  trustees  who  could  settle  all 
disputes  as  to  the  raising  of  sand  and 
gravel  and  gathering  of  sea-weed. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  could  not 
accept  the  words  of  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Louth 
as  they  stood,  but  he  would  agree  to  the 
following  words,  "the  raising  of  sand 
or  gravel,  the  cutting  or  gathering  of 
sea- weed." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  would  take 
anything  he  could  get  and  be  thankful. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

In  page 3,  line  39.  after  the  word  'pasturage/ 
to  insert  the  words  'the  raising  of  sand  or 
gravol,  the  cutting  or  gathering  of  seaweed.'  *' 
— (Mr.  Wyndham ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  7,  line*  6  and  7,  to  leave  out  the 
word 8  *  where  an  estate  or  untenanted  laud  is 
vested  in  them'  "—(Mr.  Wynd  ham.) 

I  Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
i  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
!  Bill." 


Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  said  that 
this  was  one  of  the  Amendments  which, 
he  was  glad  to  say,  obliterated  every 
distinction  between  one  class  of  tenants 
and  another;  and  it  would  make  most 
decidedly  for  the  peace  of  the  country 
and  the  success  of  the  Bill.  The  Amend- 
ment was  simple  and  clear. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  his  object 
was  to  make  the  matter  clear.  He  had 
also  other  Amendments  by  which  he 
meant  to  put  the  direct  sales  on  the  same 
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sales    through    the    Land 


Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  7,  line  9,  to  leave  out  the  words 
4  the  estate,'  and  iuseit  the  word  '  estates.' " — 
{Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  7,  line  9,  at  end  to  insert  the 
words  •  purchased  or  proposed  to  be  purchased 
under  this  Act.,,' — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  8,  line  34,  at  beginning,  to  insert 
the  words  '  In  the  case  of  the  sale  of  an 
estate.'"— (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  8,  line  36,  to  leave  out  the  word 
4 an/  and  insert  the  word  'the.'" — {Mr. 
Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  8,  lines  36  and  37,  to  leave  oat  the 
words,  'purchased  by  them  or  by  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Hotrd.'  " — {Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.)  said 
that  this  was  an  Amendment  in  the 
direction  of  an  Amendment  he  himself 
had  proposed,  and  it  appeared  to  him 
satisfactory. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  he  had 
entertained  great  doubts  of  doing  as 
much  in  the  case  of  direct  purchase  as  he 
had  contemplated  in  the  case  of  pur- 
chase by  the  Land  Commission.  He 
had  been  working  at  the  problem  during 
the  last  week,  and  he  was  satisfied  that 
his  proposed  Amendment  would  work 
satisfactorily. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  9,  line  3,  after  the  word  'ajrree- 
ment,'  to  insert  the  words,  •  by  all  persons 
interested.' "—(Sir  John  Colomb.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  thought  this 
Amendment  went  further  than  was 
necessary.  He  quite  agreed  that  an 
opportunity  shoula  be  given  for  coming 
to  an  agreement,  but  he  would  prefer 
the  words  "  between  the  owner  of  the 
estate  and  the  owner  of  the  intervening 
interest." 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  accepted  the 
suggestion. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  9,  line  3,  after  the  word  '  agree- 
ment,'   to    insert    the     words    'between    the 
owner    of    the  estate  and   the  owner  of   the 
intervening  interest.' "—(Afr.  Wyndham.) 
f 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  11,  line  39,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  'of,  to  the  word  'by,'  in  line  41,  and 
insert '  section  four  of.'"— (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  12,  line  14,  after  the  word  '  cutting ' 
to  insert  the  words  '  or  making.' " 

"In  page  12,  line  21,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  or  making.'  "—(Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  pace  13,  line  13,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  and  shall  hold  office  during  pleasure.' " 

"  In  page  13,  line  13,  at  end  to  insert  the 
words  (4)  'The  Estates  Commissioners  shall 
hold  office  during  pleasure,  but  any  Estates 
Commissioner  shall  only  be  removed  from  his 
office  by  an  Order  in  Council,  and  any  such 
Order  shall  be  laid  before  each  House  of  Parlia- 
ment forthwith,  and  if  an  Address  is  presented 
to  His  Majesty  by  either  House  of  Parliament 
within  the  next  subsequent  forty  days  on  which 
that  House  has  sat  next  after  any  such  Order  is 
laid  before  it  praying  that  the  Order  may  be 
annulled,  His  Majesty  in  Council  may  annul 
the  Order,  and  it  shall  thenceforth  be  void.' " 

"  In  page  13,  line,  14,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  '  nominated  or.' " — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment*  &gcewl  to. 
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♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELLsaid  this  Amend- 1 
raent  might  seem  a  small  matter,  but  it  | 
was  an  important  one,  because  it  affected  i 
the  whole  administration  of  the  Aot.     He 
was  not  quite  sure  that  they  had  gained  j 
anything  by  inserting  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
instead  of  the  Judicial  Commissioner.     It 
was  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the 
new  Estates  Commission  should  not  be 
packed  by  the  creatures  of  any  one.     He  | 
begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

11  In  page  13,  line  29,  af ler  the  word,  '  may ' 
to  insert  the  words  *  after  consultation  with 
the  Land  Commission  and.'" — (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell.) 

Mr.  WYNDH AM  accepted  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  13,  line  29,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  'may '  to  the  word  *  such/  in  line  30,  and 
to  insert  the  word  'nominate.'  " 

•'  In  page  13,  line  30,  after  the  word '  the,' 
to  insert  the  word  '  land.'"  "  In  page  13,  line 
30,  at  end  to  insert  the  word  a  '  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Treasury  as  to  number  and  re- 
muneration.'"— (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendments  agreed  to 

On  Sub-section  9 — 

"  Sales  of  estates  to  the  Entate  Com- 
missioners and  sales  by  those  Commissioners 
to  tenants  and  others  may  l>e  negotiated  and 
completed  by  any  agents,  solicitors,  or  other 
persons  approved  Ly  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners at  a  fixed  price  or  percentage, 
according  to  a  scale  to  be  settled  by  the 
Estates  Commissioners  with  the  assent  of 
the  Treasury,  and  such  pi  ice  oi  percentage 
shall  be  paid  as  part  of  the  expenses  of  the 
Land  Commission." 

Sir  W.  HART  DYKE  (Kent,  Dart- 
ford)    moved   to  leave   out    the    words    . 

"  and  completed  by  any  agents,  solicitors,  i  sales.  He  did  not  think  that  people 
or  other  persons  approved  by  the  Estates  I  who  had  been  receiving  such  large 
Commissioners,"  and  to  insert  "by  any  incomes  would  be  anxious  to  hapten  the 
agents  or  solicitors  nominated  with  the j  sales  of  land.  Of  course  he  did  not 
approval  of  the  Estates  Commissioners  j  blame  the  agents  for  that,  and  he  made 
by  the  vendors,   or,   in  the  absence  of  i  no  charge  against  them,  but  it  was  only 


land  agent  or  solicitor  nominated  by  the  land- 
lord and.'  "— (Sir  W.  Hart  Dykt.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill.*' 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  it  seemed  to 
him  that  the  object  of  the  Amendment 
was  merely  to  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  land  agents  were  in  many 
cases  the  proper  persons  to  be  employed. 
He  should  accept  the  Amendment  be- 
cause he  believed  the  agents  were  pro- 
bably the  best  persons,  having  full 
knowledge,  to  be  employed ;  but  the 
Government  must  reserve  the  right  not 
to  select  them  if  necessary. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  he  had  no 
objection  to  the  land  agents  being  com- 
pensated, provided  that  they  were  not 
to  get  anything  out  of  the  tenants* 
pockets.  He  should  vote  against  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  But  the  agents  did 
not  stand  alone ;  there  were  the  land 
clerks,  and  similar  results  would  follow 
in  their  case,  because  they  would  be 
thrown  out  of  employment  as  well  as 
the  agents. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  if  they  could  be 
quite  assured  that  this  compensation  to 
the  agents  would  conclude  the  whole 
business,  he,  for  one,  would  not  raise 
any  objection,  but  certainly  not  out  of 
the  funds  of  the  Bill.  No  doubt  many 
of  these  agents  had  lost  considerably  by 
the  Act,  some  of  them  having  in  the 
past  received  as  much  as  5  per  cent, 
on  rents  of  thousands  a  year.  He  did 
not  think  that  if  the  agents  were  re- 
appointed in  connection  with  the  settle- 
ment of  the  estate  that  would  be  any 
great  advantage,  as  there  were  other 
persons   equally  qualified  to    effect   the 


such  nomination,  by   persons  approved 
by  the  Com  mission/' 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  13,  line  38,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'and  completed   by  any  agents,  solicitors,  or 


human  nature  that  they  .should  feel  the 
seriousness  of  the  change  in  their 
position.  He  hoprd  that  this  would  be 
the  last  proposal  of  the  kind,  and  that  if 
the  House  agreed  to  this  Amendment 
it  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a  settlement 


other  persons,'  ancf  insert  the  words  'by  any  \ao  tar  as  land  argents  were  concerned. 
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Sir  WILLIAM  HART  DYKE  said  he 
did  not  intend  to  propose  the  other 
Amendment  upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  with  re- 
gard to  the  remarks  that  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo 
respecting  the  agents,  he  might  say 
that  there  was  no  intention  to  extend 
the  matter  of  compensation  after  this. 
It  was  not  for  the  Government  to  effect 
it,  but,  having  ascertained  that  it  was 
agreed  to  by  all  parties,  the  Govern- 
ment had  no  objection  to  the  Amend- 
ment, and  on  the  ground  that  it  would 
terminate  the  matter,  he  had  accepted 
it. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare,  E.) 
had  no  desire  to  say  anything  with  regard 
to  the  landlords  or  the  agents  on  that 
occasion,  but  he  certainly  thought  that 
the  landlords  would  be  wanting  in 
gratitude  if  they  did  not  compensate 
men  who  had  served  them  so  well  and 
zealously  and  had  undertaken  duties 
which  were  very  trying  and,  he  could 
not  avoid  adding,  unpleasant.  Indeed 
he  considered  that  the  land  agents  were 
more  in  trouble  in  Ireland  than  the 
landlords  themselves,  and  he  hoped  if 
the  Amendment  were  to  be  accepted  it 
would  bring  to  an  end  all  further 
obligations  in  the  same  direction.  He 
might  say  that  in  common  justice  the 
landlords  ought  to  do  something  for 
their  agents  who  had  worked  for  them 
in  defiance  of  all  laws — human  and 
divine.  But  he  would  only  assent  to  it 
oi  the  condition  that  it  could  not  come 
out  of  any  of  the  money  for  the  free 
grant  and  sale. 

MR.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St,  Patrick)  said 
he  would  like  to  say  something  on 
behalf  of  the  clerks  who  had  worked  and 
assisted  the  land  agents  in  this  matter. 

*Tiie  SPEAKER  ruled  that  that  point 
was  not  then  before  the  House. 


ing  the  land  This  was  really  a  private 
matter.  The  agents  had  been  paid  their 
salaries  and  commissions  for  their  work 
in  connection  with  the  collection  of  rent, 
and  have  been  paid  by  and  for  the  job 
for  many  years,  and  he  saw  no  reason  for 
any  compensation  being  given  to  them 
nor  to  their  clerks. 

♦Sir  JOHN  ROLLESTON  (Leicester) 
agreed  with  the  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  that  the  land  clerks  should  be 
compensated,  and  he  was  glad  to  say 
that  the  land  agents  had  already  agreed 
to  do  this.  Land  agents  had  in  their 
time  to  perform  many  difficult  and 
delicate  duties.  The  landlords  of  Ireland 
lived  in  every  part  of  the  world.  The 
agents  had  performed  the  duties  of  the 
landlords — who  were  only  occasionally 
resident  in  Ireland — on  the  Bench  and 
on  the  Councils  they  had  performed  their 
duties  satisfactorily.  They  had  assisted 
in  establishing  creameries  and  light 
lailways.  He  therefore  supported  the 
Amendment,  and  hoped  that  the  land 
agents  might  receive  some  consideration 
l  in  the  final  settlement,  as  they  most  of 
i  all  could  speed  the  happy  and  rapid 
|  progress  which  it  was  desired  the  policy 
j  of  the  Measure  should  make. 

|  Mr.  ROCHE  (Galway,  E.)  said  the 
agents  had  caused  much  of  the  trouble 
!  in  Ireland,  and  in  the  County  of  Galway 
i  some  of  the  agents  were  at  that  moment 
l  serving  notices  upon  the  tenants  so  as 
1  to  lead  up  to  their  eviction. 

i  *Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  was  a  matter 
j  which  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
I  Amendment  before  the  House.  They 
could  not  discuss  the  mode  of  conduct - 
ing  the  business  of  every  landed  proprietor 
'  on  that  question. 

j     Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.)  said  there  was 
i  one  thing  he  should  like    to  discuss- 
namely,  the  position  of  the  agents'  clerks. 


♦Mr.  SPEAKER  :    That  does  not  arise 


now. 


*Mr.  JORDAN  (Fermanagh,  S.)  did 
not  think  that  they  should  re-endow  the 
agents,  and  he  for  one  should  not  sup- 
port the  Amendment  if  any  compensa- 
tion were  to  be  given  out  of  the  bonus 
or  out  of  the  funds  required  for  purchas- 


Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question,     "That     those     words     be 
there  inserted  in    the   Bill"  ^\&»x  w^ 
agreed  to. 
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Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill. 

'Jin  page  14,  line  2,  after  the  word 
4  Lieutenant,'  to  insert  the  words,  •  and  after 
consultation  with  the  President  of  the  In- 
corporated Law  Society  of  Ireland.' " 

"  In  page  14,  line  14,  after  the  word  '  and,'  to 
insert  the  words,  '  those  reports  and  all  rules 
under  the  last  preceding  sub-section.'  " — (Mr. 
Wyndhmn.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill. 

"  In  pace  15,  line  6,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words,  '  In  this  sub-section  the  expression 
41  the  annual  income,"  shall  include  the  annual 
Amount  payable  in  respect  of  the  premiums  on 
any  policy  of  insurance  where  those  premiums 
-are  charged  upon  land.'"— (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Sir  LEWIS  McIVER  (Edinburgh,  W.) 
in  the  same  clause  proposed  to  insert 
the  words — "  Where  the  purchase  money 
thereof  is  sufficient  to  discharge  all 
•claims  affecting  the  same  and.  He 
noticed  that  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
an  Amendment  dealing  with  the 
same  point  by  merely  proposing  to 
insert  the  words  "  for  his  own  use," 
but  he  ventured  to  think  that  his  own 
proposal  would  make  the  matter  more 
clear.  They  both  had  the  same  object 
in  view — ».«.,  to  prevent  the  owner  of  an 
insolvent  estate  running  away  with  the 
arrears. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill. 

"  In  page  15,  line  17,  after  the  word  '  estate,' 
to  insert  the  words  *  where  the  purchase  money 
thereof  is  sufficient  to  discharge  all  claims  af- 
fecting the  same  and.' " — (Sir  Lewis  Mclver.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  was  of 
opinion  that  his  own  words  covered  the 
object  of  the  hon.  Member.  Of  course, 
if  he  found  they  did  not  do  so  adequately, 
he  would,  in  another  place,  adopt  his  sug- 
gestion. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill. 

"In  page  15,  line  22,  after  the  word  *  arrears,' 
to  insert  the  words  *  for  his  own  use.' "  — (Mr. 
Wyndham. ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 


xMr.  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.)  in  line 
27,  proposed  to  substitute  "  may "  for 
"  shall."  He  wished  to  leave  it  optional 
with  the  Land  Commission  to  make  in- 
vestigation through  their  own  officers. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill. 

"  In  page  15,  line  27,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'shaU'  and  insert  the  word  'may.'" — {Mr. 
Hemphill.) 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  the  word 
'shall '  stand  part  of  the  BilL" 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTSON  (Hack- 
ney, S.)  opposed,  and  urged  it  was  most 
desirable  that  the  direction  to  the  Com- 
mission to  do  certain  things,  without 
charge  to  the  person  entitled  to  the 
purchase  money,  should  be  obligatory. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  pointed  out  that 
"  may  "  was  more  in  harmony  with  the 
substance  of  the  provision. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question,  u  That  the  word  *  may '  be 
there  inserted  in  the  Bill"  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUTCHER,  in  moving  a  proviso 
to  Sub-section  2,  said  his  object  was  to 
provide  that  where  there  had  been  no 
default  or  delay  on  the  part  of  the  encum- 
brancer or  other  person  in  establishing 
his  title  he  should  not  come  under  the 
provision  of  Sub-section  2.  Delay  might 
be  caused,  for  instance,  by  pressure  of 
business  in  the  Land  Commission,  and, 
as  it  would  be  due  to  no  default  on  the 
part  of  the  encumbrancer,  there  was  no 
reason  why  he  should  be  subjected  to  the 
penalty  provided  by  the  sub-section.  He 
begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill. 

"In  page  16,  line  31,  after  the  word  'ad- 
vances, to  insert  the  words,  *  provided  that 
this  sub-section  shall  not  apply  in  any  case 
where  the  Land  Commission  are  satisfied  that 
it  is  not  owing  to  any  act  or  default  of  such 
person  that  his  title  is  not  established,  and  the 
amount  of  his  claim  invested  us  aforesaid,'" — 
(Mr.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  while  he 
had  no  particular  objection  to  the  proposal 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member,  he  was 
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rather  nervous  about  it.  If  the  money 
was  not  distributed  quickly  it  would 
prevent  purchase. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  nothing 
could  be  more  injurious  than  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  BUTCHER  :  I  moved  it  simply 
in  the  interests  of  fair  play. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  he  would  show 
how  it  would  work.  Generally  speaking, 
encumbrancers  in  Ireland  secured  interest 
at  the  rate  of  4£  or  5  per  cent.  They  J 
were  absolutely  interested  in  interposing 
every  possible  delay  in  the  winding  up  of 
an  estate,  because  their  money  was  secure 
and  they  were  receiving  a  higher  rate  of 
interest  than  they  could  possibly  derive 
from  any  other  investment.  The  object 
of  this  provision  was  to  fix  a  date  beyond 
which  an  encumbrancer  would'  not  get 
more  than  a  certain  rate  of  interest,  so  that 
it  would  be  to  the  interest  of  everybody  to 
expedite  the  winding  up  of  the  estate. 
If  instead  of  having  the  rigid  limit  of 
twelve  months  the  House  inserted  an 
elastic  arrangement  by  which  the  high 
rate  of  interest  should  continue  to 
accrue,  unless  the  person  interested  was 
guilty  of  default,  he  really  did  not 
know  when  the  winding  up  of  an 
estate  would  be  completed.  In  the 
meantime,  the  encumbrancer  would  be 
eating  into  the  residue,  because  when 
the  purchase  money  was  invested  it 
would  bring  in  at  most  3£  per  cent., 
whereas  interest  would  be  running  all 
that  time  at  4i  per  cent. 

Sir  LEWIS  McIVER  said  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  had  not  met  the 
question  in  the  least.  The  Amendment 
was  designed  to  meet  the  case  of  a 
man  who  had  not  been  guilty  of 
dilatory  action,  and  who  was  not  in 
default,  but  the  hon.  and  learned  I 
Member  had  dealt  only  with  the  case 
of  a  man  in  default.  Where  the  delay 
was  not  the  fault  of  the  encumbrancer 
himself  there  was  no  reason  why  he 
should  be  robbed  of  the  interest  to  which 
he  was  entitled  under  his  deed.  s 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Mr.  BUTCHER  moved  to  omit  Sub- 
section 3.     He  had  no  objection  to  an 


encumbrancer  being  deprived  of  his 
interest  if  he  was  guilty  of  delay,  but 
generally  the  encumbrancer  had  a 
covenant  with  the  landlord  for  the 
payment  of  his  interest,  and  he  desired 
to  know  whether  the  sub-section  would: 
deprive  him  of  that?  If  he  still  had 
the  right  to  enforce  his  claim  against 
the  landlord  the  provision  would  be 
ineffective.  The  Chief  Secretary  should, 
ensure  that  the  mortgagee,  if  guilty  of 
default,  would  lose  his  interest  both  out 
of  the  purchase  money  and  also  under 
his  covenant,  otherwise  he  would  have 
no  incentive  to  take  steps  to  prove  his 
title  at  all. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill. 

"  In  page  16,   line   34,   to  leave  out  Sub- 
section (3)."— (Mr.  Butcher.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
roposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
ill." 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  did  not  think 
there  was  much  danger  in  the  sense 
pointed  out  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member,  but  he  was  afraid  that  if  these 
penalties  were  enforced  landlords  would 
at  once  withdraw  their  estates  from 
sale.  As  far  as  he  could  see  there  wai 
nothing  in  the  Bill  to  prevent  that  being 
done.  That  was  a  very  real  danger; 
the  hopes  of  a  large  body  of  tenants 
might  be  disappointed,  and  he  put  it  to 
the  Chief  Secretary  that  there  was  some 
necessity  for  providing  in  some  part 
of  the  Bill  that  a  landlord  having  once 
put  his  estate  into  the  process  of  purchase 
contemplated  by  the  Act  should  be 
unable  to  withdraw  it. 


Mr.  ATKINSON  pointed  out  that  the 
possibility  of  these  penalties  being  im- 
posed arose  only  after  the  sale.  He 
agreed  that  if  an  encumbrancer  was 
guilty  of  delay  he  should  lose  his  interest 
both  out  of  the  purchase  money  and 
also  under  his  covenant,  and  if  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  would  withdraw 
his  Amendment  he  would  consider  the 
matter,  and,  if  necessary,  have  an 
Amendment  inserted  in  another  place. 
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Sir  LEWIS  McIVER  said  the  object 
of|  the  Amendment  he  was  about  to 
move  was  to  make  it  clear  that  in  future 
the  word  "  agreement  "  would  include 
proposals  made  to  the  Land  Judge  and 
accepted  by  him.  That  was  the  case 
under  the  Act  of  1896,  and  he  thought 
it  should  be  so  in  the  present  Bill. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

"  In  page  17,  lines  1  and  2,"  to  leave  out  the 
words  'shall  in  the  case  of  agreements  entered 
into,'  and  insert  the  word  *  sanctioned.' " — {Sir 
Lewis  Mclver.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill 


Mb.  WYNDHAM  did  not  think  there 
was  any  substance  in  the  point. 

Mb.  ATKINSON  said  that  no  advances 
•could  be  made  until  an  agreement  had 
been  entered  into  between  landlord  and 
tenant,  and  Section  40  of  the  Act  of 
1896,  to  which  the  hon.  Member  re- 
ferred, provided  that  an  offer  of  the 
Land  Judge  to  the  tenant  should  be  an 
agreement  in  order  that  the  machinery 
of  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  might  apply. 
Where  the  hon.  Member  made  a  mistake 
was  in  supposing  that  this  Bill  enabled 
the  Land  Judge  to  sell  directly  where 
he  could  not  sell  before.  It  did  nothing 
of  the  kind.  All  it  did  was  to  enable 
the  Land  Judge  to  sell  an  estate  in  his 
Court  to  the  Land  Commission,  not  to 
the  tenants. 

Mil  WYNDHAM  said  he  thought  the 
Bill  covered  the  point  the  hon.  Member 
had  in  mind,  but,  if  the  hon.  Member 
would  see  him  in  the  course  of  the  next 
few  days  and  explain  the  matter  more 
fully,  if  it  was  not  met  by  the  Bill  he 
would  see  that  it  was  dealt  with  in 
another  place. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  18,  line  41,  after  the  word  'cent.1 
to  insert  the  words  'per  annum.'"—  {Mr. 
Tl  yndham. ) 

Amendment  agreed  to 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  pajre  19,  line  31,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'  interest,  and  insert  the  word  'dividends.' " — 
{Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  19,  line  38,  after  the  word  '  ad- 
vances,' to  insert  the  words  '  to  them. '  "— 
{Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  19,  line  39,  to  leave  out  the  word 
1  interest/ and  insert  the  word  '  dividends.' " — 
{Mr.  Wyndham,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
On  Clause  38, 


♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  moved  the 
omission  of  the  clause.  He  said  he 
desired  to  elicit  information,  and  also  to 
object  to  the  source  from  which  this 
grant  was  drawn.  When  the  Irish 
Development  Bill  was  introduced  con- 
stitutional objections  were  raised,  but 
many  Members,  believing  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  great  objects  in  view, 
were  willing  to  sacrifice  their  opinions 
on  che  matter.  He  was  bound  to  say, 
however,  that  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
placed  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
objected  to  this  method  of  procedure 
a  most  tremendous  weapon.  He  had 
demonstrated  that  the  Fund  would  pro- 
vide Dublin  Castle  with  a  purse  for  the 
perpetration  of  every  job  the  Irish 
Government  chose  to  allow,  and  the 
very  first  use  made  of  it — this  grant  of 
£5,000  to  Trinity  College  as  hush  money 
— was  a  job  of  the  first  magnitude.  If 
Trinity  College  chose  to  make  herself  a 
pensioner  of  the  British  Government 
there  was  nothing  more  to  be  said  from 
that  standpoint.  Trinity  College  had  a 
great  history,  and  he  wished  her  to  have 
a  great  future,  but  that  future  would 
not  be  secured  by  proceedings  of  this 
kind.  He  wished  to  know  how  the 
money  was  to  be  applied,  and  what  it 
would  do  for  either  middlemen  or  tenants. 
In  County  Armagh  Trinity  College  held 
the  superior  interest  in  an  e-tate,  the 
landlord  was  the  middleman,  and  there 
were  a  considerable  number  of   tenants. 
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Under  the  Bill  the  middleman  would  un- 1  educational  settlement  that  would  take 
doubtedly  be  able  to  sell.  What  would  i  all  creeds  into  consideration.  With  the 
happen  ?  The  middleman  would  claim  !  national  schools  all  over  the  country  in 
to  exercise  his  right  to  sell,  and  the  j  an  insanitary  state — with  earthen  floors, 
superior  interests  of  Trinity  College  j  windows  out,  and  no  sanitary  requirc- 
would  have  to  be  dealt  with.  So  far  i  ments  to  many  of  them,  it  was  a  very 
as  he  understood  the  Bill  they  would '  tall  order  to  take  £5,000  out  of  the 
have  to  be    dealt   with    in   one  of  two   development  grant  at   two  days    notice, 


ways :  either  the  middleman  and  the 
College  must  come  together  and  agree,  or 
the  Land  Commission  must  arbitrate  and 
decide  the  value  of  the  superior  interests. 
Why  was  it  to  be  assumed  that  Trinity 
College  would  lose  by  that  transaction 
any  more  than  the  holder  of  any  other 


every  single  shilling  of  which  could 
have  been  used  for  a  good  purpose. 
It  was  a  very  large  order  to  give  this 
sum  of  money  to  the  richest  educational 
institution  in  the  country,  which,  instead 
of  helping  the  Government  to  settle 
this    educational    difficulty,    had    done 


superior  interest  ]  Trinity  College  was  everything  in  its  power  to  retard  it. 
able  to  make  its  own  bargain  and  defend  ,  He  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
its  own  rights.  If  the  owner  of  the  would  let  in  a  little  more  light  upon 
superior  interest  could  not  agree  i  this  "  job  "  in  favour  of  the  richest 
the  matter  could  be  arbitrated  and  I  educational  institution  in  the  country, 
decided  like  any  other  head-rent.  "" 
Why  should  Trinity  College  be  differenti- 


would     be    that 
a   great  national 


He  begged  to  move. 
Amendment  proposed — 


ated  1      The    answer 

Trinity   College    was 

institution  and  ought  not  to  be  hampered 

in  its  work  by  any  legislation  for  which 

the  Government  was  responsible.     What 

had  been   the  course  of   procedure   in         

regard  to  the  redemption  of  head-rents  |  3^  8tancj  parfc  0(  fche  Bill ." 
in  the  past  ]  Up  to  twenty-five  years  1 
purchase  had  been  paid  for  those  head- 
rents.  Was  it  asserted  that  if  Trinity 
College  got  twenty-five  years  purchase  it 
would  be  the  loser  1  If  so,  it  could 
only  be  the  loser  by  the  fact  that 
those  rents  were  unconscionable  rents, 
which  had  never  been  touched  by  the 
Land  Courts.  If  Trinity  College  lost  it 
could  only  be  by  the  fact  that  she  had 
gained  over  and  above  all  other  landlords 

i^I^!fnd  ^h°  ^  t?*  /Tfit  VlTi !  «ept  promoting  Irish   land  purchase, 
£o000   and  how  was  it  to  be  applied  1 1  w&8  ^/^  yer*  TeSLQ0Q   tha/ifc  mi  ht 

Did    the    Government     know    of    any  1  _f  Ua  namA  f_  \ _  l;1_  ,u:„    au-k 

arrangement   by  which  the  grant  of  this 

£5,00  )  was  to  be  taken  into  account  in 

fixing  the  rights  of  the  middlemen  ?    He 

wanted  to   know   whether  any   of   this 

£5,000  was  to  go  towards  enabling  the 

middlemen  t»   sell.      How    could   they 


"  In  page  20,  line  35,  to  leave  out  Clause  38." 
--{Mr.  T.  IV.  Russell.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
of  Clause  38  to  the  word  *  the,'  in  line 


Mr.  DILLON  said  that  while  it  was 
perfectly  true  that  the  Irish  Members 
were  willing  to  agree  that  a  portion  of 
that  grant  should  be  taken  to  aid  a 
land  purchase  scheme,  they  had  no 
notion  of  it  being  devoted  to  such 
purposes  as  this.  The  protest  raised  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Louth  and  the 
chairman  of  the  Party  against  this 
money  being  allocated   for  any  purpose 


not  be  used  for  a  purpose  like  this.  He 
thought  it  was  most  irregular,  and 
improper,  and  out  of  order  to  take  a 
portion  of  this  money,  not  yet  appro- 
priated by  Parliament,  by  a  clause  in 
this  Bill,  and  apply  it  to  the  purpose  now 
proposed.     He  did  not  wish  to  prolong 


know    hat  th.s  £5  000  was  not  going  to  ^debate  because   he  recoga\£d  tha6t 

be  locked  up  until  it  reached  £50,000  it  wa8  idle  for  them  to  8top8this  ..  job.» 

and  then  a  ra.d  might  be  made  upon  it  ,fc  ^  ft  ^  mndaiom  ..Hjob-»    TJhere 
for  some  other  object.     He  repeated  his  J 

objection  to  the  source  from  which  this 
be    taken.      When  this 


money  was  to 
question  was  discussed  in  Committee  he 
s;iid  that  if  Trinity  College  lost  by  this 
Bill   she  ought   to   be    recouped    in   an 


were  only  two  points  in  connection 
with  it  upon  which  he  felt  bound  to 
state  his  view.  The  only  reason  given 
in  justification  for  this  extraordinary 
proposal  by  the  Chief  Secret*.^  ^*s> 
that  it  waa  lot  \tafc  \&c&&\>  *.xA  *&*«»> 
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of  the  10,000  holders  who  were  tenants 
under  the  middlemen  of  Trinity  College, 
and  that  it  would  enable  them  to 
purchase.  It  would  have  no  effect 
whatever  in  enabling  them  to  purchase, 
because  Trinity  College  had  no  power 
to  fix  the  price  of  its  own  head-rents. 
Therefore,  the  middlemen  would  not  be 
in  a  bit  better  position  to  sell,  and  they 
would  not  be  encouraged  to  sell  by  this 
grant.  If  that  were  so,  then  this  money 
was  being  obtained  under  false  pre- 
tences, because  it  had  been  asked  for 
in  order  to  help  the  tenants  to  buy, 
and  it  would  not  help  them  in  the 
least  degree.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  put  into  the  clause  a 
prohibition,  directing  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners to  take  into  consideration 
this  £5,000  when  estimating  the  rents 
of  Trinity  College,  that  would  remove 
a  great  deal  of  his  opposition  to  this 
proposal.  It  was  merely  a  pretext  to 
use  the  middleman  as  a  means  of 
obtaining  £5,000,  which  would  probably 
be  devoted  to  a  totally  different  purpose, 
and  would  not  have  an  atom  of  effect 
in  relieving  the  middlemen.  This,  in 
reality,  was  a  pure  and  simple  grab  to 
get  a  grant  to  indemnify  the  College 
against  a  supposed  loss.  This  grant 
was  recommended  by  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary and  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Trinity  College  when  they  spoke  of 
this  College  as  a  great  national  institu- 
tion, which  enjoyed  the  respect  of  all 
Irishmen  and  of  which*  all  Irishmen 
were  proud.  He  absolutely  denied  that. 
It  was  not  a  national  institution,  and  it 
did  not  enjoy  the  respect  of  the  masses 
of  the  Irish  people  and  they  were  not 
proud  of  it.  It  was  an  institution  which 
had  confined  its  great  advantages  to  a  nar- 
row and  limited  section  of  the  population, 
and  which,  throughout  its  long  career, 
had  been  associated  with  ascendancy 
in  Ireland.  It  was  really  a  fortress  of 
bigotry,  and,  to  its  disgrace  be  it  said,  that 
to  this  hour  it  was  the  chief  barrier 
which  stood  between  the  Irish  people 
and  the  advantages  to  be  obtained  by 
education.  They  sought  to  deny  to  the 
mass  of  the  people  of  Ireland  those 
advantages  which  they  offered  to  a  small 
section.  How  could  they  respect  an 
institution  of  that  kind  and  call  it 
/national.  He  agreed  that  it  had  pro- 
duced a  great  many  distinguished  men, 
Mr.  Dillon. 


I  but  not  long  ago  it  sent  an  hon.  Member 
to  this  House  pledged  to  resign  his  seat 
I  rather  than  grant  a  Catholic  University 
to  Ireland.  Therefore  he* was  not  proud 
|  of  Trinity  College,  and,  if  it  persisted  in 
,  this  policy  of  narrow  bigotry,  he  trusted 
:  the  day  was  not  far  distant  when  the 
:  walls  of  bigotry  erected  round  this 
I  institution  would  be  torn  down,  and  its 
I  revenues  devoted  to  the  national  benefit. 

i  Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  time  did 
I  not  permit  him  to  develop  the  argu- 
ment he  put  before  the  Committee 
i  upon  this  question  if  they  were 
j  to  get  through  the  Report  stage  that  after- 

•  noon.     They  could  not  devote  much  time 

!  to  this  question  although  some  little  time 
was  due  to  the  Amendment  which  had 

•  been  moved  by  the  hon  Member  for 
South  Tyrone.  The  speech  which  they 
had  just  listened  to  seemed  to  raise  two 

I  main  points.     The   first   was   why   they 

'  differentiated  at  all  in  respect  of  Trinity 
College,  and  the  second  was  supposing 
they  were  right  in  differentiating,  why- 
did  they  take  the  money  out  of  the  Irish 
development  grant.  They  differentiated 
in  favour  of  Trinity  College  because  in 

j  the  first  place  it  held  a  statutory  position 
in  the  past  and  in  consequence  had  not 
been  a  free  agent  in  managing  its  own 
financial    affairs.      There    was     another 

I  point  which  he  would  pass  over  merely 
by  saying  that  his  opinion  as  to  the  posi- 

,  tion  held  by  Trinity  College  did  not 
coincide  with  the  opinion  which  had  just 
been  given  by  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo.     He   would    pass   by    that   point 

,  because  he  wished  to  avoid  controversy. 
As  to  preferential  treatment  they  had  to 
consider  the  peculiarity  of  tenure  under 
Trinity  College,  and  three  or  four  years 
hence  they  might  discover  impediments 

i  to  purchase  which  would  have  to  be  dealt 

,  with.  He  thought  that  such  a  precaution 
by  way  of  an  insurance  fund  would  con- 
duce   to  purchase  and  help  the  9,000  or 

j  10,000  holders  under  Trinity  College. 
Although  in  his  opinion  it  might  not  be 
proper  to  say  that  they  must  take  into 
account  this  money  he  did  think  the 
fact  that  Trinity  would  not  lose  in  conse- 

!  quence  of  any  decision  was  likely 
materially  to  accelerate  these  proceedings 

|  and  carry  them  through  successfully.  He 
held  quite  distinctly  that  the  addition  of 
this  grant  would  assist  the  purchase  of 

.  their  holdings  by  these  9,000  or  10,000 
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holders  of  the  soil  who  were  at  the  bottom 
of    this  complicated  system  of    tenure. 
Now  he  came  to  the  second  branch  of  his 
argument,  namely,   why   had   they   had 
recourse  to  the  Irish  development  grant  ? 
If  he  could  have  had  recourse  to  money 
voted  by  Parliament  he  should  have  pre- 
ferred it,  but  he  could  not.     The  financial 
arrangements  of  this  Bill  must  be  taken 
as  one.      He  would  submit  to  the  hon. 
Member  in  the  first  place  that  originally 
they  all   hoped  and   believed   that  the 
equivalent  grant   to   Ireland    would   be 
£150,000,  and  it   was   only   by  making 
many  representations  that  the  Treasury 
granted  £185,000.     In  the  second  place 
it  was    urged   by  some  of    the   critics 
sitting  for  English  constituencies  that  if  j 
they  were  to  have  land  purchase   this  ' 
education  equivalent  should  go  into  the  | 
land  purchase  account.     He  had  got  this  I 
equivalent  grant,  but  he  admitted  that  I 
he  had  not  been  uniformly  successful.    It  j 
was  not,  however,  in  his  power  to  stand  | 
out  against  those  representations.     That  ■ 
being  so  he  had  no  other  course  but  to  i 
take  the  money  from  the  Irish  develop-  \ 
ment  grant. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  claimed  that  in  this 
matter  they  ought  to  have  the  support 
of  Scotch  Members.  While  his  opinions 
had  undergone  no  change  he  was  very 
sorry  that  time  did  not  nllow  him  to  put 
on  the  paper  an  Amendment  which  he 
had  drawn,  and  without  which  provision  i 
this  clause  would  have  no  effect  and  not 
one  shilling  would  ever  go  into  the 
pockets  of  Trinity  College.  The  condi- 
tions were  so  complicated,  and  the 
mddlemen  would  be  so  reluctant,  that 
they  would  infinitely  prefer  the  present 
conditions.  He  asked  the  Government 
to  inquire  into  the  matter  during  the 
autumn,  and  he  suggested  that  after 
some  two  years  or  so  the  Government 
might  issue  a  Commission  to  inquire  and 
report  as  to  the  best  means  of  investing 
the  lands  in  the  occupying  tenants. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  shall  be  very 
glad  to  consider  that  suggestion. 

Mr.  BLAKE  (Longford,  S.)  pointed 
•>ut  that  special  circumstances  were 
••rea ted  by  this  Act  of  Parliament  which 
had  been  defended  upon  different 
grounds.     It  was  said  that  this  proposal 
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was  necessary  to  enable  these  tenants  to 
obtain  the  benefits  of  land  purchase,  hut 
unless  in  fixing  the  value  of  the  superior 
interests  this  grant  was  taken  into 
account  those  benefits  would  not  acorue. 
In  granting  this  £5,000  a  year  it  should 
be  made  clear  that  in  determining 
the  value  this  grant  should  be 
taken  into  account  and  it  should  not 
be  left  to  probabilities  or  conjectures. 
The  object  for  which  the  money  was 
claimed  by  the  Chief  Secretary  should 
be  secured  in  the  Bill  itself.  It  was 
important  that  this  grant  should  be 
secured  for  Irish  purposes  for  all  time, 
and  it  was  not  right  or  proper  that  the 
disposition  of  it  should  be  left  to  the 
Government  of  the  day  or  that  it  should 
be  disposed  of  in  any  other  way  than  in 
a  satisfactory  constitutional  manner. 
The  form  had  to  be  altered  because  the 
grant  was  to  be  made  perpetual,  but  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Waterford 
and  himself  had  insisted  that  the  sub- 
stance should  be  retained  in  the  same 
form,  and  that  only  after  debate  in  the 
House  should  the  money  be  applied. 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland)  thought  the  Government  ought 
to  give  some  answer  to  the  points  which 
had  been  raised.  He  believed  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  the  same  object  in 
view  as  they  had.  He  had  a  strong 
objection  to  Trinity  College  being  placed 
in  a  different  position  to  other  institutions. 
The  Chief  Secretary  said  that  Trinity 
College  was  not  going  to  make  a  penny 
by  this  proposal,  and  that  it  was  only 
intended  to  secure  Trinity  College  from 
loss.  Would  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
make  good  his  own  words  and  insert  a 
proviso  that  the  money  should  be  devoted 
only  to  facilitating  land  purchase  in 
Ireland  in  order  to  give  these  10,000 
tenants  the  advantage  of  it  ?  The  only 
(difference  between  them  was  that  they 
I  did  not  think  the  words  of  the  Clause 
I  fulfilled  that  intention. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  20,  line  35,  at  beginning,  to  ins  -rt 
the  words,  '  Subject  to  the  provision  of  t  lie 
last  preceding  section.'" — (>/r.  Wyndham) 

Amendment.  *@£^&  to» 
2? 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  21,  line  19,  to  leave  oat  the  words 
'of  seventy  thousand  pounds  mentioned  in,' 
and  insert  the  words  '  payable  under.'  " — (Mr. 
Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  21,  line  23,  after  the  word  *  grant ' 
to  insert  the  words  'substituted  for  the 
grant"'— (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  22,  line  30,  after  the  words  'per 
cent.,'  to  insert  the  words  'per  annum.'  — 
{Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  22,  line  31,  after  the  words  'per  | 
cent.,'  to  insert  the  words '  per  annum.' " — (Mr. 
Wyndham.)  I 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  23,  line  7,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  '(2)  The  purchase  annuity  shall  be  paid  t 
until  the  whole  of  the  advance  in  respect  ot  ' 
which  it  is  payable  is  ascertained  in  manner 
prescribed   by  the  Treasury  to  have  been  re*  i 
paid.  " — (Mr.  Wyndham.)  j 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  ' 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Miu    DILLON    asked     whether    the ' 
right   hon.   Gentleman    would  give    an  , 
assurance  that  the  rules  for  carrying  out 
the   Amendment  would  be   laid  before  ! 
Parliament.     On  a  previous  occasion  they  . 
had  great  difficulty  in  getting  an  account 
of   what    the   Treasury    based    its    pro- 
ceedings on. 


Mr.   WYNDHAM  said  he  could  give 
that  assurance. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to  — 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill. 

"  In    page  23,    line  19,   at  end,    to  add,   the 
words  '  (3)  Any  rules  under  this  section  shall, as 
soon  as  may   be   after  they  are  made,  be  laid 
1m* 'ore   both    Houses   of    Parliament.' " — (Mr.  • 
Wimdhnm.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 


♦Mb.  BUTCHER  moved  as  an  Amend- 
ment to  Clause  47  that  the  vendor  of  an 
estate  should  pay  out  of  the  bonus  money 
an  amount  not  exceeding  3  per  cent,  of 
the  purchase  money  in  discharge  of  the 
costs  incidental  to  the  sale.  In  common 
with  some  others  he  on  a  former  occasion 
in  connection  with  the  matter  of  the 
bonus  used  the  term  "  bribe,"  which  was 
not  grateful  to  the  ears  of  the  Chief 
Secretary.  He  suggested  that  most 
Courts  would  regard  money  given  to  a 
vendor  to  induce  bim  to  sell  as  a  bribe. 
He  did  not  intend  to  repeat  the  speech 
which  he  made  formerly.  [A  Nationalist 
Member  "Hear,  hear."]  He  was  glad 
this  statement  received  the  approval  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  and  he  hoped 
they  would  show  their  gratitude  by  sup- 
porting the  Amendment,  which  was  a  most 
reasonable  one.  He  said  at  once  that  he 
recognised  that  there  were  objections  to 
taking  the  whole  of  the  bonus  and  putting 
it  into  the  purchase  money,  and,  there- 
fore, he  did  not  intend  to  move  the  second 
part  of  the  Amendment  standing  in  his 
name,  which  proposed  that  the  balance 
of  the  bonus  ought  to  be  treated  as  part 
of  the  purchase  money.  He  intended  to 
confine  himself  entirely  to  the  first  part 
of  the  Amendment  which  proposed  that 
costs  up  to  a  certain  point  should  be 
paid  out  of  the  bonus.  In  making  his 
proposal  he  was  only  carrying  out  the 
expressed  intentions  of  the  Government 
themselves.  He  found  those  intentions 
expressed  most  clearly  in  the  original 
draft  of  the  bill  in  Clause  43  Sub-section 
(1)  which  was  as  follows — 

"  For  the  puqwse  of  .aiding  the  sale  of  estates 
under  this  Act,  and  making  contributions 
towards  the  expenses  incidental  to  the  redemp- 
tion of  superior  and  intervening  interests,  the 
investigation  of  titles,  the  distribution  of  pur- 
chase money  and  other  like  matters,  the  Land 
Commission  may,  in  the  prescribed  manner 
and  at  the  prescribed  time,  out  of  advances  by 
the  National  Debt  Commissioners  from  the 
I  said  fund,  pay  to  the  vendor  of  each  estate 
sold  a  percentage  determined  according  to  the 
scale  set  forth  in  the  Fir>t  Schedule  to  this 
Act." 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  agreed  with  my  Amendment 
to  leave  these  words  out. 


♦Mr.  BUTCHER  said  that  was  not 
so.  The  the  sub-section  expressed  the 
purpose  which  the  Government  thought 
justified    the   bonus.      It   was    for    the 
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purpose  of  aiding  sales,  and  he  desired 
to  give  effect  to  that  intention.  He 
fully  admitted  that  under  the  Bill  as 
originally  drafted  their  intentions  might 
have  been  frustrated,  because  the 
the  words  of  Clause  13  were  not  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  ear- mark  the  bonus  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  these  costs.  He 
proposed  to  ear-mark  it  and  devote  it  to 
the  purpose  expressed  in  the  Govern- 
ment's own  words.  He  believed  that 
probably  ninety-nine  out  of  every  100 
non.  Members  who  read  the  Bill  were 
under  the  impression  at  the  time  of  the 
Second  Reading  that  the  costs  would  be 
paid  in  that  manner,  and  he  should  say 
that  a  very  much  larger  proportion  of 
the  outside  public  were  under  that  belief. 
He  justified  this  proposal  not  merely  on 
the  ground  that  it  carried  out  the 
intention  of  the  Government,  but  also 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  fair,  desirable, 
and  reasonable  in  itself.  Would  not 
every  prudent  landlord  who  sold  under 
the  Bill  apply  a  portion  of  the  bonus 
towards  paying  the  costs  ]  Would  not 
he  apply  a  sum  not  exceeding  3  per 
cent,  to  that  purpose,  and  leave  the 
purchase  money  for  the  benefit  of  the 
estate  1  His  desire  was  to  make  the 
imprudent  landlord  do  what  the  prudent 
landlord  would  do.  They  were  told 
that  this  bonus  was  a  free  gift  from  the 
State  to  the  landlord,  and  that  they 
ought  not  to  hamper  him  with  regard 
to  the  application  of  the  money.  They 
should  remember  when  they  talked  of  a 
free  gift  that  the  landlord  was  part 
owner,  and  that  there  were  others  who 
ought  to  benefit  by  the  sale  of  the 
estate.  He  asked  hon.  Members  to  deal 
fairly  between  all  the  different  persons 
interested.  He  thought  it  would  be 
right  to  say  that  3  per  cent,  of  the 
bonus  should  be  applied  to  the  payment 
of  costs,  leaving  the  landlord  the  other 
(J  per  cent.  He  was  speaking  in  the 
interest  of  what  he  thought  was  fair  on 
both  sides.  He  was  told  that  unless 
they  gave  the  tenant  for  life  the  whole 
of  the  12  per  cent,  they  did  .not  offer 
him  sufficient  inducement  to  sell.  He 
believed  if  a  landlord  got,  as  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  desired  him  to  get,  a 
fair  price  for  his  land,  and  if  in  addition 
to  that  he  got  9  per  cent,  of  the  total 
bonus  money  for  his  own  use,  that 
ought  to  operate  very  fairly.     He   asked 


the  Chief  Secretary  to  accept  the 
Amendment  in  the  interest  of  fair  play 
all  round.    He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  24,  line  6,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  *  (3)  The  vendor  shall,  out  of  the  per- 
centage payable  to  him  under  this  section, 
pay  and  discharge  such  of  the  costs  of  and 
incidental  to  the  sale  as  would  but  for  thi* 
provision  be  payable  out  of  the  purchase 
money  of  the  estate.  Provided  that  tin: 
amount  of  the  costs  so  payable  shall  not  exceed 
3  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  purchase 
money  of  the  estate.' "—  (Mr.  Butcher.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those 
words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  was  really 
unable  to  accept  the  Amendment.  He 
had  lately  endeavoured  to  convince  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend  that  this  was 
an  Amendment  that  could  not  be 
accepted.  He  did  not  like  to  develop 
his  argument  at  any  length  against  it 
now,  but  he  would  point  out  that 
while  many  people  looked  at  the  bonus 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  financial 
position  of  the  landlord,  he  himself 
looked  at  it  also  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  remainder-man.  The  hon. 
Member  for  York  said  he  wished  to  be 
fair  to  all  parties.  He  never  knew  in 
which  capacity  the  hon.  Member  was 
coming  forward  —  whether  in  the 
interest  of  the  landlord,  the  encum- 
brancer, or  the  remainder-man.  The 
bonus  was  applied  where  help  was  most 
needed,  to  enable  the  vendor  to  sell,  and 
he  must  maintain  his  position  in  this 
matter. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  24,  line  9,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'scale  of  percentages/  and  insert  the  word 
'  percentage.' 

"In  page  24,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the 
word  '  scale,'  and  insert  the  word  '  percent- 
age.-' 

"  In  page  24,  line  17,  at  end,  to  insert  the- 
won  Is  4  or  to  any  estate  sold  by  a  mortgagee  in 
possession.'  " — (Mr.  H  yndham. ) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  moved  an  Amend- 
ment that  Clause  47,  should  not  apply  to 
any  estate  as  to  which  an.  *bvA\\\fc  <s*^sx 

2¥  2 


1075 


Irish 


{COMMONS} 


Land  BUI. 


1076 


(or  sale  was  made  in  the  Land  Judge's  Amendment  had  only  appeared  on  the 
Court  prior  to  1st  January,  1901,  where  {  Paper  this  morning,  and,  owing  to  the 
>uch   order,    after    the  passing   of  this    early  hour  at  which  the  House  met,  he 


Act,  had  been  discharged.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  Chief  Secretary  was 
cognisant  of  the  fact  that  the  Land 
Judge's  Court  could  refuse  to  give  any 


had  not  been  able  to  give  to  it  the  full 
consideration  which  he  thought  it 
demanded.  He  would  only  make  two 
observations.     There  would  not  be  many 


bonus  on  a  sale  in  the  Land    Registry  '  of  the  cases  which  the  hon.  and  learned 


Court.     The  only  result  of  that  refusal 

would  be  that  every  sensible  man  would 

withdraw    his     case    from     the    Land 

Registry    Court  in    order    to    get    the 

bonus,  and  unless  there  was  a  provision 

that,  on  being  withdrawn,  he  would  get    would  allow  it. 

no  bonus,  they  would  have  the  Registry  '• 


Member  contemplated.  He  could  not 
suppose  that  the  Judge  would  permit 
what  was  indicated. 


x\Ir.    T.    Al.  HEALY  said   the   Judi;e 


Court  high  and  dry  and  all  the  work  I 
thrown  on  the  Estates  Commissioners.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  to  provide  that  a  land- 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  the  hon.  and 
learned    Member   had   put    forward  the 


7ZTT£  »iJ i      ♦        T uvluol'"ttl'tt^"u-  argument  that  the  intention  of  the  Bill 

Jord  should  get  any  bonus  under   these  ! P ,  .  ,      ,  c    ,   ,   u             *.      ~         .   , 

^M^:i-:^Ma  »?<...- m  i~*    •     :*   u-     ♦   *  i  might  be  defeated   by  certain  financial 

condit.ons  was  simply  to. nviteh.m  to  take  op£ations.     He   hop*d    the     hon     and 

learned  Member  would  be  .atisfied  if  he 
said  that  he  would  consider  the  point 
raised  by  him.     He  was  quite  sure  that 


his  estate  out  of  the  Registry  Court. 
His  idea  was  that  he  should  not  be 
allowed  to  take  out  the  estate,  and  that 
if  he  did  he  should  get  no  bonus.  There 
should  be  no  inducement  to  take  an 
estate  out.  It  appeared  to  him  that,  unless 
some  Amendment  like  this  was  arrived  at, 
there  was  extraordinary  risk  of  the  land 


if  the  danger  referred  to  existed  it  ought 
to  be  stopped. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY   said  he  could  not 


shark  and  thespeculator  coming  forward  |  expect  the  right  hon.  Gentleman   to  do 
again   in  the  Land  Judge's  Court.     He  "  ^ 

sa w  nothing  to  prevent  wealthy  finan- 
ciers like  Rothschild  and  Pierpont  Morgan 
entering  into  transactions  by  which  they 
would  be  able  to  get  a  bonus  of  12  per 
cent.,  while  at  the  same  time  hanging  up 
estates  interminably  and  cheating  the 
tenants  out  of  their  rights.     He  did  not ' 


more  at  present  than  promise  to  consider 
the  point,  seeing  that  only  a  brief  period 
had  elapsed  since  the  Amendment  was 
put  on  the  Paper. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

♦Mr.  DUKK  (Plymouth)  moved  an 
know  that  his  Amendment  was  the  most ;  Amendmentof  Clause 50  for  the  purpose  of 
perfect  device  that  could  be  adopted  to  j  enlarging  the  powers  of  trustees  as  to  the 
prevent  this  fraud,  but  something  was  ;  investment  of  purchase  money.  He  said 
wanted    to    prevent    the    fraud     being  i  tne   object    of   the   Amendment  was    to 

,  relax  something  of  the  stringency  under 
the  provisions  in  the  Bill  upon  the 
investment  of  the  very  vast  sums  of 
money  which  were  going  to  be  in- 
vested under  the  operation  of  this 
Act.  The  subject  was  so  large  and  so 
closely  bound  up  with  the  economic  well 
being  of  Ireland  that  it  was  difficult 
,  even  to  attempt  to  open  it  on  a  day 
when  time  pressed  so  much,  and  when 
matters  much  more  closely  connected 
with  the  main  objects  of  the  Bill  had 
to  be  dealt  with  Rut  he  wished  to 
point  out  two  facts.  His  right  hon.  friend 
would  withdraw  from  the  investment 
market  in  Ireland  practically  the  whole 
of  the  land  of  Ireland.     It  would  not  be 


perpetrated. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill —      ! 

'*  In  page  24,  line  17,  nt  the  end,  to  insert 
the  words  *  nor  to  any  estate  as  to  which  an 
absolute  order  for  sale  was  made  in  the  Land 
.fudge's  Court  prior  to  the  1st  of  January  1901, 
where  such  order  after  the  losing  of  thi*  Act 
has  been  discharged.  "  Estate  ''  for  the  purpose 
of  this  sub-Section  shall  include  any  portion  of  ' 
-un  estate.'"— {Mr.  T.  M.  Hialy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 


Mit.  WYNDHAM  said  he  had  listened 
with  attention  and  interest  to  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  and  learned   Member.    This    a\a.\ta.lAe  to  investors  in  the  ordinary 'sense, 
Mr.  T.  M.  Mealy. 
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Further,  there  would  be  brought  into  Ire- 
land from  the  Exchequer  of  the  United 
Kingdom  some  hundred  millions  of  money 
which  ultimately  would  be  repaid  to  the 
Exchequer.  Those  were  two  facts  which 
could  not  fail  to  force  any  observer  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  economic  future  of 
Ireland  was  very  much  bound  up  with  the 
manner  in  which  the  provision  for  the 
investment  of  the  money  received  for  the 
sale  of  land  was  dealt  with  by  this  Bill  or 
some  future  measure.  He  did  not  profess 
to  believe  that  the  little  list  of  invest- 
ments suggested  by  him  would  deal  fully 
with  the  matter,  or  make  a  final  settle- 
ment. What  had  been  felt  in  regard  to 
the  question  of  the  investments  of  people 
who  were  to  be  the  resident  gentry  in 
Ireland  was,  that  the  Bill  as  it  stood  put 
these  investments  under  the  direction  of 
a  judicial  body,  or  a  judicial  person,  whose 
views  respecting  investments  were  so 
strict  as  to  be  entirely  separated  from  the 
views  of  ordinary  commercial  persons. 
That  was  regarded  by  those  interested  in 
the  matter  as  something  of  an  alarming 
prospect.  He  should  be  glad  if  the 
Chief  Secretary  could  tell  the  House  that 
this  subject  would  receive  consideration, 
with  the  view  of  ascertaining  whether  it 
was  not  necessary,  having  regard  to  the 
wholesale  change  in  the  conditions  of  the 
l'fe  of  persona  holding  capital  in  Ireland, 
to  reconsider  the  restrictions  which  the 
Bill  placed  on  trust  investments.  These 
restrictions  were  proper  enough  in  a 
country  like  England,  where,  fortunately, 
trust  investments  were  more  plentiful 
than  in  Ireland,  but  in  Ireland  they  were 
felt,  as  he  was  told,  to  operate  with  undue 
stringency.     He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  24.  line  37,  after  the  word  *  in,'  to 
insert  the  words,  *  (a)  bonds,  debentures,  or 
mortgages  secured  upon  rates  or  taxes  levied 
under  the  authoriiy  of  any  Act  of  Pailiament 
or  Provisional  Order  by  any  municipal  cor- 
poration or  other  local  authority  in  the  United 
Kingdom  which  shall  be  authorised  to  borrow 
on  such  security  ;  (b)  ground  rents  arising  out 
of  heieditaments  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
i.ot  exceeding  in  amount  one-fourth  part  of  the 
annual  value  at  a  rack  rent  of  the  premises  out 
of  which  such  ground  rents  issue  ;  (c)  debentures 
or  mortgages  of  1  ail  way  companies  in  the 
United  Kingdom  incorporated  by  Act  of 
Parliament ;  (d)  stocks  or  shares  of  any  tram- 
way or  light  railway  iuterest  upon  which  is 
guaranteed  from  or  charged  upon  rates  under 
the  Tramways  (Ireland)  Acts ;  (e)  bonds,  de- 
bentures, or  mortgages  secured  upon  any  in- 
vestments in  which  trustees  are  authorised  by 


this  or  any  other  Act  to  invest  trust  funds ; 
(f)  debentures  or  fully  paid  shares  or  stocks  of 
any  railway  or  commercial  or  industrial  com- 
pany in  the  United  Kingdom,  provided  that 
the- sufficiency  of  such  investment  to  realise  the 
sum  invested  therein  upon  the  death  of  the 
tenant  for  life  or  the  termination  of  the  trust 
shall  be  secured  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public 
trustee  under  this  Act ;  or  (g).',: — (Mr.  Duke.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  was  really  proposing  to  do 
what  the  Government  sought  to  do  in 
another  way.  In  one  sense  the  clause  as 
it  stood  was  wider  than  the  Amendment. 
He  had  gone  into  this  matter  very  closely, 
and  had  conferred  with  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor of  Ireland,  taking  into  account  the 
general  law  of  trusts.  Clause  51  re- 
presented the  clear  judgment  of  the 
Government  on  this  question,  and  he  did 
not  think  that  it  excluded  the  investments 
which  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  would 
like  to  see  included.  He  could  not  hold 
out  any  hope  that  that  decision  would  be 
amplified  on  the  present  occasion.  Many 
of  the  investments  indicated  by  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend  would  be  taken  in 
under  the  clause. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  2b',  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  March  last  before  the  passing  of  this  Act/ 
and  insert  the  words  'Januaiy  in  the  year 
nineteen  hundred  and  one.* " 

"In  page  27,  line  1,  aft*r  the  word  •hold- 
ing,' to  insert  the  words  'or  part  thereof."* — 
(Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

(For  Amendments  moved  by  Mr. 
Wyndham  on  Clause  52  see  Votes.) 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  27,  line  9,  at  end,  to  add  the  words 
'  (3)  Nothing  in  this  section  shall  affect  any 
estate  as  to  which  a  request  by  the  Land  Judge 
issued  to  the  Land  Commission  under  said 
Section  40  prior  to  the  passing  of  this  Act.*  " — 
(Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  would  accept 
this. 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

~  In  page  27,  line  30,  after  the  word 
to     insert     the     words    *or 
WymdAmm.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  BiC — 

**  fat  pace  27,  fine  30.  after  the  word  *  exceed- 
rmmJ  to  insert  the  words  *  in  the  aggregate.' ^ — 
{Mr.  Wymdkawk.) 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  2&,  line  3ft.  to  Leave  oat  the  word 
•tail*,"  and  inaert  the  word*  *  wilfull j 
neglecta.  *"— {Mr.  T.  M.  B»jUh.\ 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Kll — 

"  In  pa«e  28»  line  37,  to  leave  oat  the  word 
'ten,'  and  inaert  the  word  *  two."  "*— Mr. 
Wymdkam^) 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  propoied  to  the  KB — 

"In  page  27,  line  30,  after  the  word  *  the, 
to  inaert  the  word*  'amount  of  the.*~— <Jf>. 
WywdKam.) 


agreed  to. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 
•!■  page 27,  Kne 40,  after  the  word  '  annul t 


to    inaert    the 
Wymdkmm.) 


word     'payable." 


annuity, 

—  (Mr. 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 
"  In  page  27,  line  40,  after  the  word  4  part/ 

to  inaert  the  worda  '  upon  the  making  of  the 

advance.' **— < Mr.  Wymdham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

M  In  page  27,  line  41,  to  leave  oat  the  word 
"for/  and  inaert  the  worda  'by  which  the 
holding  is  charged  with/ '"— {Mr.    Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  27,  line  42,  at  end,  to  inaert  the 
worda  '  where  part  of  a  holding  is  mortgaged 
or  charged  the  Land  Commission  shall,  for  the 
purpose  of  this  enactment,  estimate  the 
amount  of  the  purchase  annuity  payable  in 
respectof  that  part."'— <ifr.  Windham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  pace  28,  line  1,  after  the  word  '  holding' 
to  insert  the  words  '  other  than  a  charge  under 
any  Public  Works  Acts.'  "—{Mr.   Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  28,  line  12,  after  the  word  '  any ' 
to  insert  the  words  '  and  any  charge  under  any 
Public  Works  Act.7  "—[Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to.  ^_ 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  28,  line  4i>,  at  end.  to  add  the 
words  *  and  such  rules  shall  provide  a  scale  of 
:  remuneration  to  be  paid  by  the  Land  Coavamia- 
aion  to  officers  furnishing  information  under 
Sab-seeti"ns  two  and  three  of  this  section.'  ** — 
{Mr.  T.M.Htaiy.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

,      Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  pace  20,  line  28,  after  the  word  *  tenant/ 

to  insert  toe  words  *  provided  that  no  arrears 

I  shall  be  recoverable  where  the  tenant  has  paid 

'  a  sum  equivalent  to  a  years  rent  within  the 

year  immediately    preceding  sach  offer."7 — 

(Jfr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  the  pur- 
pose of  this  Amendment  was  to  provide 
against  the  tenant  being  really  responsible 
for  two  years  rent,  the  last  year's  rent 
and  the  "  hanging-gate  "  rent. 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  BilL" 

I      Mr.  WYNDHAM  said   he  could  not 
accept  the  Amendment  or  go  farther  than 
|  he  had  already  gone. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn- 
Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

I      "  In  page  29,  line  39,  at  end,  to  add  the  worda 
*  Every  such  reference  for  reconsideration  shall 

1  contain  the  reasons  thereof,  and  a  copy  of  sach 
reasons  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Treasury,  and 

I  shall  forthwith   be   published   in    the  Dubii* 

|  Gazette.  The  Land  ComniU&ion  shall  include 
in  their  annual  report  to  Parliament  an  ex- 
planation of  any  variation  made  by  them  in  a 
report  on  such  reconsideration."  *? — {Mr.  T  M 
Healy.) 


Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  could  not 
i  accept  the  Amendment.  The  Bill  pro- 
\  ipoaeA  an  %\\ato&xy««  ^ta\,  and  he  hoped 
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Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  30,  line  10,  at  end,  to  add  the  words 

*  (4)  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  section, 
where  a  request  has  been  issued  by  the  Land 
Judge  to  the  Land  Commission,  an  order  dis- 
missing the  petition  for  sale  shall  not  be  made 
until  the  offer  in  that  section  mentioned  has 
been  made  and  refused.' "— (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  would  con- 
sider this  subject  before  the  Bill  went  to 
another  place. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  31,  line  35,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  *  (3)  This  section  shall  not  apply  to  any 
reversion  or  estate  expectant  on  the  deter- 
mination of  an  estate  tail  or  a  base  fee  which 
is  vested  in  the  Crown.'  "—(Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  32,  line  15,  after  the  word  *  deter- 
mined, to  insert  the  words  '  after  hearing  the 
parties.'"— (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  would  con- 
sider the  point. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  32,  line  15,  to  leave  out  the  words 

*  Land  Commission,'  and  insert  the  words 
44  Judicial  Commissioner.'" — (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

"  In  page  33,  line  9,  after  the  word  *  Acts,' 
to  insert  the  words  *  Provided  that,  in  any  case 
where  no  part  of  such  guarantee  deposit  has 
been  actually  applied,  in  pursuance  of  the 
Land  Purchase  Acts,  for  five  years,  after  the 
date  that  the  holding  in  respect  of  which  the 
same  was  retained  was  vested  in  the  purchaser 
thereof,  the  Land  Commission  .  shall,  on 
application,  pay  the  same  to  the  person 
entitled  thereto. '  "—(Sir  Lewis  Mclver.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  he  had 
investigated  this  question  and  had  con- 
ferred with  the  Treasury  on  the  matter, 
and  he  was  not  prepared  to  accept  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  33,  line  32,  to  leave  out  from 
beginning  to  the  word  *  all,'  in  line  33." — (Mr. 
Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  33,  line  37,  to  leave  out  the  first 
words  *  Act  of,'  and  insert  the  words  *  Land- 
lord and  Tenant  (Ireland)  Act.' n  —  (Mr. 
Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  33,  line  37,  to  leave  out  the  word 
•Land/"— (Mr.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that  the 
sum  and  substance  of  the  Solicitor- 
General's  defence  of  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  that  he  was  in  good 
physical  condition.  He  strongly  opposed 
the  appointment  of  that  gentleman  who 
was  to  sit  as  a  Judicial  Commissioner 
with  a  single  assessor,  and  that  assessor 
appointed  by  himself,  to  hear  appeals  on 
fair  rents.  This  was  a  most  serious 
business  and  he  proposed  to  divide  upon 
it. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  37,  line  15,  to  leave  out  Sub- 
section X'*--(Mr.  T.  W.  Russell.) 

Question  proposed — "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  it  was  very 
unfair  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
claim  a  single-handed  Division  at  that 
hour  in  the  afternoon. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM.  «&&  \>m&  **»  ^** 
impossible  on  tiie  Itaprtt  *»%*  **  ^^ 
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the  composition  of  the  Commission.  He 
fully  defended  the  constitution  of  the 
Court  in  Committee. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  he 
thought  this  Amendment  he  now  pro- 
posed, was  reasonable  and  that  the 
Government  ought  to  accept  it.  They 
should  not  for  such  work  bring  in  raw 
hands. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  37,  line  35,  at  end,  to  add  the 
words  '  having  not  less  than  five  years'  ex- 
perience under  the  Land  Commission.'" — {Mr. 
T.  M.  Hecdy.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  hoped  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  would  not  press  his 
Amendment,  which  he  could  not  possibly 
accept. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill 

"  In  page  38,  line  5,  after  the  word  '  assessor/ 
to  insert  the  words  4  who  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  after  consultation  with 
the  Land  Commission.'  "—(Mr.  T.  Vif.  Russell.) 


Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 


Mr.  DILLON  said  that  this  was  an 
exceptionally  difficult  portion  of  the 
Bill,  and  he  had  intended  to  relieve  his 
soul  upon  it  on  Report.  But  after  all 
what  could  they  do  at  that  hour  of  the 
afternoon  1  He  recognised  that  nothing 
that  they  could  do  or  say  would  get  rid 
of  Mr.  Fitzgerald  and  his  assessors. 
For  good  or  evil  they  were  now  embodied 
in  the  Bill. 


Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  the 
understanding  with  the  Government 
had  both  its  conveniences  and  its  incon- 
veniences. This  was  one  of  the  incon- 
veniences. 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  he  moved 
his  Amendment  in  order  to  elicit  some 
information  as  to  what  the  position 
would  be.  In  Committee  they  were 
told  that  the  Assessors  were  to  be  Court 
valuers  but  the  Court  valuers  were  now 
appointed  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald  who  sent 
them  all  over  Ireland.  They  had  better 
let  Mr.  Fitzgerald  do  the  work  alone. 
Personally  he  had  not  a  bit  of  confidence 
in  the  way  this  work  had  been  done  in 
the  past  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  and  he  knew 
that  fair-rent  valuers  had  been  removed 
to  the  remotest  parts  of  Ireland  simply 
because  they  did  not  come  up  to  the 
landlords'  or  the  land  agents'  idea  of 
what  a  fair  rent  was.  If  Mr.  Fitzgerald 
was  going  to  have  the  appointment 
of  his  assessor  they  had  better  leave 
out  the  assessor  altogether.  He  wanted 
the  assessor  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  in  which  event  the 
assessor  would  be  an  independent 
man  and  would  not  be  swayed  by  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  or  anybody  else  as  to  his 
views  of  a  fair  rent. 
Mr.  Wyn&ham. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  there  was 
no  understanding  at  all. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  if  there  was 
not  an  understanding  to  get  the  Bill 
through  at  half-past  five  o'clock  ] 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  wished  to 
get  the  Report  stage  finished  that  day. 
In  reply  to  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  he  pointed  out  that  the  hon. 
Mem  I  er  had  overlooked  Clause  86,  which 
was  part  of  the  frame- work  of  the  Bill. 
He  could  not  possibly  accept  the  Amend- 
ment. 


♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that  surely 
these  assessors  might  be  appointed  by 
the  Government  themselves  and  not 
be  left  to  Mr.  Fitzgerald. 


MR.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  that  so 
far  as  he  knew  there  had  been  no  agree- 
ment between  the  Government  and 
these  Benches,  but  there  was  a  desire  on 
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the  part  of  himself  and  his  colleagues  that  |     Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 
the  Report  stage  should  be  finished  that  j     "  In  page  40,  to.leave  out  Clause  94."— (Mr. 
evening.  Wyndham.) 


Question  put,  and  negatived. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  39,  line  25,  to  leave  out  the  word 
4  wages/  and  insert  the  words  '  average 
wages  in  the  year.'  "—{Mr.  Wyndham.) 


Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
*  wages '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  O'SHEE  (Waterford,  N.)  moved  as 
an  Amendment  to  the  Amendment  to 
insert  after  the  word  "year"  the  words 
4<  preceding  the  lodgment  of  the  repre- 
sentation." 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  40,  line  39,  after  the  word  'in- 
cludes,' to  insert  the  words  '  Part  Three  of  the 
Act  of  1896.'"— (Mr.  Wyndham.) 


Amendment  agreed  to. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  41,  line  2,  at  end,  to  insert  the 

words  'The  expression  "the  Land  Law  Acts," 

means  the  Land  Law  Acts  as  defined  by  the 

j  Act  of  1896  and  part  one  of  that  Act.'"— (Air. 

Wyndham.) 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment  to  the  Bill — 


Amendment  agreed  to. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 


'  In  page  41,  line  12,  at  end,  to  insert  the 

words.     '  The  expression  "  land  agent "  means 

"  After  the  word  Wear'  to  insert  the  words  \  and  includes    receivers  under  the  Courts  or 

'preceding     the    lodgra«nt     of     the    repre-     receivers  under  deed.'"— (Sir  John  RoUeston.) 

sen  tat  ion.'"— (Mr.  Uohee.) 


Question  put,  and  negatived. 
Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to* 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  40,  line  15,  after  the  word  '  Acts,' 
to  insert  the  words  4  1883  to  1896.' "— < Mr. 
Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  pa^e  40,  line  19,  after  the  word  '  in '  to 
insert  the  words  '  the  said  Act  as  amended 
by.'  "—(Mr.  Wyndham.) 


Amendment  agreed  to. 


Amendment  agreed  to. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

••  In  f  age  43,  to  leave  out  Schedule  1." — (Mr, 
Wyndham,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  43,  lire  26,  after  the  word  •  three/ 
to  insert  the  words  '  Sub-sections  three,  four, 
five,  and  six  of  Section  thirty-six. '"—(Mr, 
Wyndham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 
"  In  page  43,  line  28,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  *54  and  65  Vic.   c.  71,  The  Labourers 
(Ireland)    Act,   1891,    Section    three.'  "—(M,. 
Wyndham. ) 
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Amendment  agreed  to. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 
"In  page  43,  line  30,  after  the   word  'five/ 
to  insert  the  word*  '  save  as  regards  agreements 
for  purchase  made  before  the  passing  of  this 
Act.'"— (Mr.  Wyrulham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 
"  In  page  43,  line  32,  after  the  word  '  three/ 
to  insert  the  words  '  save  as  regards  agreements 
for  purchase  made  before  the  passing  of  this 
Act.'"— (Mr.  Wyvdham.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Instead  of  moving 
the  last  Amendment,  which  stands  in 
my  name,  I  beg  to  congratulate  the 
Chief  Secretary  on  the  genius,  skill,  and 
courage  which  he  has  shown  in  the 
conduct  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  BUTCHER  asked  whether  the 
Chief  Secretary  would  have  the  Bill 
as  amended  reprinted  before  the  Third 
Reading  was  taken. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Yes,  certainly. 
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As  he  had    pointed  out   on  a  previous 
occasion,  this  Bill  was  of  a  very   limited 
character,  but  as  he  read  it  the  measure 
was  intended  to  go  further.     It  did  not 
deal  with  the  point  of  street  collections, 
but  only  with  the  question  of  regulating 
the  traffic  of  horses,  carts  and  carriages. 
They  had  expected  that  the  Government 
would  have  availed  themselves  of  other 
powers,  as  they  might  have  done  under 
the  Act  in  Section  19,  which  related  to 
the   licensing   of    shoeblacks,  and    the 
exercise  of  similar  callings.      His  object 
in   intervening  was  not  to   find    fault, 
but    to    point    out    that    the  Bill    did 
not  go  far  enough,  and  that  they  might 
have  introduced  a  licensing  clause  such 
as  no  person  was  to  publicly  collect   in 
the  streets  without  getting  an  authority 
for  the  purpose.   They  should  not  allow 
any  persons  to  go  begging  in  the  streets 
under  the  guise  of  a   charitable  purpose 
unless  some  one  with  authority  controlled 
and  looked  after  them.    He  was  anxious 
that  the  Bill  should  go  a  little  further,  but 
if  the  Home  Secretary  could  not  see  his 
way  to  act  upon  their  suggestion,  they 
would  accept  it  as  it  was. 


Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Tuesday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 

METROPOLITAN  STREETS  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 
said  there  seemed  to  have  been  some  mis- 
understanding with  regard  to  the  Bill. 
They  were  under  the  impression  that 
what  was  intended  to  be  dealt  with 
under  the  Bill  was  the  collection  of  money 
in  the  streets  for  charitable  purposes. 
Some  powers  should  be  obtained  whereby 
such  collection  should  be  prevented,  as  it 
was  practically  the  same  thing  as  begging. 


The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Akers  Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's) 
fully  recognised  the  friendly  attitude  of 
the  hon.  Member  towards  the  Bill,  which 
had  been  introduced  in  consequence  of 
remarks  which  had  fallen  from  hon. 
Members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
At  this  time  of  the  session  it  was  only  pos- 
sible in  meeting  their  demand  to  introduce 
a  measure  of  small  and  uncontroversial 
character.  This  Bill  met  the  demand, 
and  it  was  thought  that  it  would  deal 
with  the  difficulty  in  a  satisfactory 
manner.      If    it    was   found  that    there 
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were  not  sufficient  powers  in  it  to  deal 
with  the  questions  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member,  and  that  they  were  serious,  he 
would  have  to  introduce  a  further  Bill 
at  a  later  date. 

Bill  reported,  without  Amendment; 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

STATUTE        LAW        REVISION 

(SCOTLAND)  BILL.    [LORDS.] 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  said  he  thought 
this  was  a  very  large  order.  It  would 
repeal  a  number  of  Scottish  Acts 
of  Parliament  which  had  gone  into 
desuetude.  Of  course  a  Bill  of  this 
magnitude  would  have  to  be  very 
carefully  considered,  and  no  doubt  there 
had  been  an  enormous  amount  of 
labour  bestowed  upon  it  in  its  prepara- 
tion. Labour  of  that  kind  must  not  be 
lost,  but  there  was  a  great  danger  that 
in  the  course  of  repealing  such  an  enor- 
mous number  of  statutes  they  would  be 
repealing  something  which  would  have 
very  serious  consequences.  This  Bill 
had  only  been  newly  brought  forward, 


and  they  would  therefore  see  that  the 
English  people  were  now  coming  for- 
ward to  the  stage  at  which  the  Scottish 
people  arrived  in  1424.  He  wanted  the 
Lord  Advocate  to  notice  that  while 
they  agreed  that  the  Bill  must  be 
read  a  second  time  they  would  think 
it  necessary  to  go  into  it  minutely 
on  the  Committee  stage,  and  he  trusted 
that  an  opportunity  of  so  doing  would 
then   be  afforded. 

♦The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire)  said  he- 
could  not  agree  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's somewhat  unparliamentary  expres- 
sion that  this  Bill  was  a  big  order.  This 
Bill  had  not  been  at  all  hastily  prepared. 
It  had  taken  some  three  years  time  of 
very  experienced  persons,  and  it  had 
been  for  some  time  before  the  country. 
Of  course  he  recognised  that  it  was  a 
Bill  that  would  take  up  some  of  the 
time  of  the  House,  and  that  without  the 
consent  of  the  House  it  could  not  possi- 
bly be  passed,  but  he  did  not  think 
he  was  going  too]  far  in  saying  that 
the  hon.  Member  would  not  try  to 
stop  the  Bill  at  a  future  stage    unless 


,  .  ,    .         ,  , ,  he   saw   something  wrong  in  it.     If  the 

and  it  was  obvious  that  it  oould  not  yet  i  .        xr     ,  . ,  . 

J     i  hon.  Member  would  promise  to  go  through 
have    been     carefully    considered,    and '  .,    ,  „,       ,  .         .  ? 

t  ,  .,        ,  .    ' lt  dunng  the    long    vacation,    he  might 

therefore,   while    there  was    practically  n     j  -^     j  , 

,    ^     ,.  J  I  possibly  do  so  with  advantage,  but  the 


nothing  in  the  Second  Reading,  he 
thought  on  the  Committee  stage  there 
might    be  a  few  Amendments.     If  the 


hon.  Member  doubtless  had  his  own 
methods  of  enjoying  his  holidays,  and 
it  was  improbable  that  they  consisted  of 


Lord  Advocate  looked  to  the  bottom  of  i  studying  old  Acts  0f  .Parliament  There- 
page  3  he  would  find  the  words  j  fore  there  WM  no  ground  for  thinking 
'  strangers  that  sell  merchandise  in  j  that  the  Bm  would  be  any  ^^  n§xt 
t  he  realm  and  take  nothing  therefrom.'  |  year.  More  than  ordinary  precautions 
Having  regard  to  the  present  ques- 1  had  been  taken  to  sweep  away  nothing 
tion  of  fiscal  relations,  perhaps  that  that  could  be  of  any  service  and  there 
iwrticular  Scotch  Act  of  Parlia-  j  was  the  usual  saving  clause  inserted, 
ment  might  become  useful.  That  \  He  hoped  the  hon.  Member  would  not 
was  an   Act  passed  in  the   year   1424, 1  oppose  the  Second  Reading. 
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Sir        FREDERICK         BANBURY  '  appeared  to  be  a  good  reason  why  this 
(Camberwell,  Peckham)  appealed  to  the  '  Bill  should  be  extended  to  Ireland, 
hon.    Member    to  allow  the  Bill    to  go 


Mr.   T. 

No,  no. 


W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S): 


Mr.  GALLOWAY  said  the  Bill  in  its 


through  the  Second  Reading,  especially 
as,  although  he  had  listened  to  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  he 
failed  to  find  that  he  had  brought  for- 
ward  any  valid  or  sufficient  reason  for  |  P^nt  form  was  very  different  to  that 
ob'ecti  :  ^r8t  P"nted-     Since   if   was  last  under 

I  consideration  they  had  put  in  a  clause 
J  which  enabled  an  appeal  to  be  lodged  at 
Quarter  Sessions  against  a  decision  of 
!  the  First  Court.  Whatever  objections 
there  might  be  to  extending  the  Bill  to 
Ireland  without  those  appeals  could  not 
now  be  held. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that  there 
were  no  inns  in  Ireland. 

Mil.  GALLOWAY  thought  the  defini- 
tion of  an  innkeeper  must  be  sought  in 
the  Act  of  Parliament.  The  Act  of 
1863  clearly  defined  that  an  inn  should 
be  a  public  house,  and  consequently  an 
innkeeper  would  be  the  person  keeping 
it.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  accord- 
ing to  the  Act  of  1863  although  in  Ireland 
they  had  no  licence  in  the  same  way  as 
they  had  in  England,  they  had  innkeepers 
in  that  country,  and  this  Bill  would  be 
practically  as  applicable  in  Ireland  as  it 
was  in  England. 

Further  Consideration,  as  amended  (by 
the  Standing  Committee),  deferred  until 
Wednesday  next. 

In  moving  the  adjournment  of  the 
House — 


Mr.  CALDWELL :  I    did  not  object. 

Sir  FREDERICK  BANBURY  said 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  seemed 
to  have  been  made  with  a  view  of 
emphasising  the  fact  that  Scotland  was 
a  very  superior  country  to  England. 
He  understood  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
found  his  argument  on  the  fact  that 
England  was  only  now  in  the  position 
occupied  by  Scotland  in  1424,  therefore 
that  Scotland  was  680  years  in  advance 
of  England,  and  he  gathered  that  it  was 
desirable  in  the  view  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber that  the  Bill  should  be  passed 
in  order  to  enable  England  to  reach  the 
same  degree  of  efficiency  as  that  already 
obtained  by  Scotland.  As  his  hon.  friend 
did  not  object  to  the  Bill  he  hoped  that 
the  House  would  consent  to  take  the 
Second  Reading. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  Tuesday  next. 

INNKEEPERS'  LIABILITY  BILL. 
Mr.  GALLOWAY  (Manchester,  S.W.) 
moved  an  Amendment,  the  effect  of  which 
he  said  was  to  extend  the  Bill  to  Ireland. 
It  would   be  in   the  recollection  of  the  | 
House  that  when  the  measure  was  last 
under    discussion    the     House     decided  ' 
that  it   could   not   extend    to   Scotland. 
In     a     Bill 
had      been 


Mr.    ANSTRUTHER    (St.    Andrews 

Burghs)  asked  to  be  allowed  to  state  for 

the  convenience  of  hon.  Members  that  the 

of     this      year     Scotland  •  Chief  Secretary  had  put  down  the  Irish 

dealt      with,      but      they    Votes  for  the  business  on  Monday. 


had    no   knowledge    that    the    Govern-  | 
raent  proposed  to  deal   with  the   ques- 
tion    in    Ireland,    and    therefore    there  | 


Adjourned  at  twenty  -  eight 
minutes  before  Six  o'clock 
till  Monday  next. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Monday,  20th  Juty,  1903. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted 
the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certi- 
ficate from  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  folio  w- 
.  ing  Bill  have  been  complied  with: — 
^    Alexandra  Park  and  Palace. 

^        The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
v   Table. 


City  and  South  London  Railway  Bill ; 
Romford  and  District  Tramways  Bill. 
Read  3a,  with  the  Amendments ;  further 
Amendments  made;  Bills  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Commons. 


£ 
£ 


C5 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Electric  Supply 
Bill.  Read  3»,  with  the  Amendments ; 
a  further  Amendment  made ;  Bill  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

Woolwich  Borough  Council  Bill.  Read 
3a,  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Commons. 

Metropolitan  Streets  Bill.  Brought 
from  the  Commons. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  4)  Bill.  Returned  from  the  Com- 
mons, with  the  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  2)  Bill;  Pier  and  Harbour  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  3)  Bill.  Returned 
from  the  Commons,  with  the  Amend- 
ments agreed  to. 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  and  London 
and  North  Western  Railways  (Steam 
Vessels)  Bill.  Reported  from  the  Select 
Committee,  with  Amendments. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  13)  Bill.  Moved,  That  the  Order 
made  on  the  16th  day  of  March  last, 
"  That  no  Provisional  Order  Confirma- 
tion Bill  brought  from  the  House  of 
Commons  .shall  be  read  a  second  time 
after  the  18th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dis- 
pensed with,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  2a ;  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2a  accord- 
ingly, and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

VOL.  CXXV.       [Fourth  Series.] 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
No.  3034  :  Netherlands  (Rotterdam) ; 
No.  3035  :  Italy  (Lecce). 

SOMALILAND. 
Despatches  relative  to  the  operations 
of  the  Somaliland  Field  Force. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Syllabuses  and  lists  of  apparatus  ap- 
plicable to  schools  and  classes  other  than 
elementary  (from  1st  August,  1903,  to 
31st  July,  1904> 

GOVERNMENT  LABORATORY. 
Report    of    the    Principal    Chemist, 
Government  Laboratory,  upon  the  work 
of  the  laboratory,  for   the  year  ended 
31st  March,  1903  ;  with  appendices. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

ARMY. 
Further   regulations   relating   to  :  1. 
The  Army  Reserve;  2.  The  Militia. 

COUNTY  OFFICERS  AND  COURTS 
(IRELAND)  ACT,  1877. 

Account  of  receipts  and  payments 
under  the  Act  during  the  year  ended 
31st  March,  1903. 

SUPREME  COURT  OF  JUDICATURE, 
Rules  of  the  Supreme   Court,   July, 
1903. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


INDI V  AND  THE  SOUTH  AFRICA 
GARRISON. 

*The  Marquess  of  RIPON,  who  had 
given  notice  4<To  ask  His  Majesty's 
Government  whether  it  is  proposed  to 
place  any  portion  of  the  cost  of  the 
troops  in  South  Africa  upon  the 
revenues  of  India ;  and  to  move  for  any 
Papers  relating  to  the  subject,"  said: 
My  Lords,  on  Friday  morning  last  those 
who  take  an  interest  in  Indian  affairs  were 
startled  by  an  announcement  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  contemplated 
making  a  demand  upon  the  Indian 
Government  to  pay  a  portion  of  the 
cost  of  certain  troops  who  are  to  be  kept 
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in  South  Africa,  upon  the  ground  that 
those  troops  would  form  a  more  available 
reserve  for  India  than  if  they  had  been 
retained  in  this  country.  I  said  that 
those  who  were  interested  in  matters  of 
this  kind  were  startled  when  they  found 
this  announcement  in  the  new -papers, 
and  I  think,  my  Lords,  that  it  was  very 
natural  that  that  should  be  the  case,  be 
cause  this  proposal  is  one  altogether  in- 
consistent with  the  principles  which  have 
up  to  now  guided  the  financial  relations 
between  India  and  this  country.  Hitherto 
it  has  been  the  rule  that  India  should 
pay  every  sixpence  of  the  cost,  direct  or 
indirect,  of  the  troops  in  India,  but  be- 
yond that  payment  I  have  never  heard, 
I  certainly  have  never  known,  of  any 
attempt  being  made  to  cast  upon  the 
revenues  of  India  a  portion  of  the  cost 
of  those  troops  of  His  Majesty  who  might 
be  available  for  purposes  of  reserves  for 
that  country.  It  has  sometimes  been 
argued  that  we  were  unduly  hard  upon 
India  in  some  of  the  demands  we  made 
upon  her  in  reference  to  the  payment  of 
her  own  garrison.  Some  persons'  have 
objected  to  the  fact  that  she  was  made  to 
pay  for  the  cost  of  all  the  recruits  that 
were  required  for  the  British  Army  in 
India,  and  also  her  due  proportion  of  the 
pensions  of  those  who  had  served  in  that 
country.  But,  my  Lords,  beyond  that 
our  demands  have  not  hitherto  gone, 
and  I  think  that  this  r^ew  departure  h 
one  fraught  with  great  danger  to  the 
firfancial  condition  of  India. 

There  has  been  recently,  as  your 
Lordships  know,  a  question  between  the 
Government  of  this  country  and  the 
Government  of  India  in  respect  to  the 
payment  of  certain  additional  charges 
for  the  pay  of  British  troops.  Against 
that  charge,  at  least  to  the  full  amount, 
Lord  Curzon  made  a  vigorous  protest.  I 
am  sorry  that  the  Papers  in  which  these 
facts  are  brought  forward  have 
not  been  laid  before  this  House,  but 
they  were  moved  for  by  a  private 
Member  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
therefore,  not  having  been  pressnted  to 
Parliament  by  Command  they  have  not 
been  laid  before  us.  It  will  be  seen  that 
there  was  a  strong  feeling  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  of  India  that  even 
that  demand,  at  least  to  its  full  extent, 
could  not  be  justified;  but  thatdemand, 
my  Lords,  whether  it  showed  due  con- 

The  Marquess  of  liipon. 


sideration  to  the  finances  of  India,  or 
whether  it  did  not,  was  a  demand  which 
we  must  admit  fell  within  the  principles 
that  have  hitherto  guided  the  financial 
relations  between  the  two  countries.  It 
stood  altogether  upon  a  different  footing 
from  the  demand  which  is  now  made, 
because  the  present  demand  is  one  for 
the  payment  of  a  portion  of  the  expenses 
of  those  troops  which  are  to  be  stationed 
in  South  Africa  on  the  ground  that  they 
constitute  a  more  available  reserve  for 
India  than  if  they  had  been  stationed  in 
this  country.  The  total  number  of  these 
troops  is  to  be  25,000,  and  the  total 
extra  charge  for  them  is  to  be 
£1,500,000. 

The  LORD  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (The  Duke  of  Devonshire)  : 
No. 

♦The  Marquess  of  RIPON:  That  was 
Mr.  Brodrick  s  statement  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  Well,  my  Lords,  that  is 
an  entire  abandonment  of  the  principles 
which  have  hitherto  been  adopted.  The 
charge  hitherto,  as  I  have  said,  has  had 
reference  solely  to  the  troops  that  are  in 
India.  I  am  speaking,  of  course,  of  a 
time  of  peace.  This  proposes  to  place  a 
charge,  the  exact  amount  of  which  we 
have  not  been  told,  upon  Indian  revenues 
for  the  purpose  of  troops  available  for 
reserves.  The  whole  British  Army  is 
the  reserve  of  the  Army  of  India,  and  I 
cannot  see,  if  such  a  demand  has  not 
been  made  before,  how  it  can  be  brought 
forward  on  the  present  occasion  with 
any  justice.  At  all  events,  it  is  a  demand 
so  grave  as  affecting  the  finances  of  India 
that  at  least  it  ought  not  to  be  pressed, 
except  with  the  full  consent  of  the 
Government  of  India,  and  aiter  the 
most  full  consideration  of  it  in  all  its 
bearings.  But,  my  Lords,  it  is  said  that 
this  demand  is  to  be  made  because  these 
troops,  being  in  South  Africa,  will  be 
more  available  for  Indian  purposes,  and 
will  reach  India  from  South  Africa  more 
speedily  than  they  would  reach  it  from 
this  country,  and  therefore,  being  a 
reserve  for  India,  India  ought  to  pay  a 
portion  of  their  cost.  It  seems  to  me 
that  that  is  an  argument  which  cuts 
both  ways,  and  that  if  it  is  fair  that  India 
I  should  pay  a  portion  of  the  cost  of  these 
I  troops    because  they  form  an   available 
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reserve  for  her  purposes,  the  British 
Treasury  ought  to  pay  a  portion  of  the 
cost  of  the  troops  in  India  because  they 
afford  a  generally  available  reserve  for 
this  countrj. 

I     should    have   thought     that    His 
Majesty's  Government  might  have  recol- 
lected that  it  is  not  so  long  ago  that  they  j 
had  the  benefit  of  the  troops  in  India. 


You  wanted  a  reserve  and  you  turned  to    are     r  i     I*     u      i 
India.     If  it  had  not  been  lor  the  troops    douUful   about   the    large 
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could  if  sent  from  this  country.  We  all 
know  that  South  Africa  is,  geographi- 
cally, much  nearer  India  than  England 
is,  but  it  is  not  merely  a  question  of 
geographical  position.  It  is  also  a  ques- 
tion of  transport,  and  I  hope  we  shall  be 
informed  in  the  course  of  this 
evening  what  are  the  chance3  of  getting 
transport  rapidly  for  tha>e  troops  which 
are  to   be  sent   to  India.    I  am  a  little 

amount    of 


obtained  from  India  at  the  outbreak  trei^ht  ^)lcl?  can  at  *n7  M™  ^e  Pro' 
of  the  late  war,  before  any  steps  had  ^red  suddenly  ,n  South  Africa  It  may 
been  taken  for  the   effectual  defence  of    b®  ver^  ,ar«e  and  ver>'  ™'" able,  but  at 


the  colony  cf  Natal,  the  Boer  invaders 
would  not  have  reached  L'idysmith 
alone,  they  would  have  taken  Ladysmith 
and  they  would  have  taken  Pietcrmaritz- 
burg.  and  when  my  gallant  friend  Sir 
George  White  arrived  at  Durban  he 
would  have  found  himself  shut  up  there 
by  Boer  besiegers.  But  you  pay  nothing 
for  reserves  of  that  kind.  You  wanted 
troop3  for  China,  and  you  went  to  India. 
But  you  pay  nothing  for  re- 
serves of  that  kind.  Even  at  this 
moment  a  certain  number  of  Indian 
troops  are  inSo.ualiiand.  I  do  not  want 
to  press  that,  because  it  u  a  small 
matter  ;  but  there  they  are  available  for 
Imperial  purposes,  and  if  you  arc  to  say 
to  India  that  they  must  pay  a  portion 
of  the  cost  of  the  troops  in  South 
Africa  as  forming  a  reserve  for  India, 
they  may  justly  reply  that  we 
must  pay  a  portion  of  the  cost 
of  the  troops  which  they  maintain, 
and  which  this  country  uses  as  a  reserve 
from  time  to  time  for  her  own  purposes. 
It  seems  to  me  that  to  that  contention 
there  is  no  answer.  I  cannot  conceive 
what  the  answer  will  be  if  it  be  given. 
If  the  Government  admit  the  justice  of 
the  contention,  and  if  they  intend,  at  all 
events  in  the  future,  if  not  in  the  past, 
to  pay  for  troops  kept  in  India  which 
they  may  use  for  reserves,  then  I  submit 
that  Mr.  Brodrick  will  get  very  little 
out  of  his  proposed  bargain.  It  is  not 
India  that  will  benefit  by  this,  it  is  South 
Africa,  and  on  that  pjint  I  will  say  a 
word  in  a  moment. 

But  before  I  pass  to  that  part  of  the 
question  I  should  like  to  ask  to  what 
extent  the  Government  can  show  that 
the  25,000  men  that  they  are  going  to 
keep  in  South  Africa  will  be  able  to  get 
to  India  materially  quicker  than   they 


the  present  moment  I  am  slightly 
sceptical  on  the  subject,  and  I  am  more 
sceptical  because,  when  that  point  was 
raked  in  another  place,  Mr.  Brodrick 
said — 

"  We  have  thought  all  about  that  We 
coulil  get  freight  from  South  Africa  and  from 
India.* 

No  doubt  you  can  get  freight  from 
India,  but  then  Bombay  is  not  close 
either  to  Durban — which,  by  the  way, 
is  not  a  first-rate  harbour — or  to  Cape 
Town.  You  have  got  to  take  up  your 
freight  in  Bombay,  and  then  send  it 
empty  to  South  Africa  to  fetch  the 
troop3.  Will  His  Majesty's  Government 
be  good  enough  to  say  what  amount  of 
time  they  really  think  will  be  saved  to 
India  iu  obtaining  these  reinforcements 
if  they  are  kept  in  South  Africa  rather 
than  in  England  1  I  confess  that  I  think 
it  will  be  very  slight.  It  may  be  a  fort- 
night, it  may  be  three  weeks;  but  does 
the  Government  really  believe  that  there 
is  going  to  arise  suddenly  in  India  such 
an  instant  danger  that  you  cannot 
afford  to  wait  for  a  week  or  two  before 
you  send  out  these  reinforcements, 
which,  by-the-bye,  Mr.  Brodrick  says 
are  not  to  be  first-rate  men.  They  are 
to  be  men  to  occupy  fortresses  arid 
stations  while  the  other  troops  go  to  the 
front.  Whence  is  this  sudden  attack  to 
come  1  I  know  that  there  are  a  certain 
number  of  people  in  this  country  who 
go  to  bed  every  night  under  the  con- 
viction that  there  are  100,000  Russians 
buried  underground  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Hindu-Kush,  but  I  do  not  sup- 
pose that  is  the  view  of  His  Majesty's 
Government.  I  cannot  conceive  what 
is  the  extent  of  the  danger  which 
is  pressing,  or  is  likely  to  press,  upon 
India  which  would  make  it  to  her 
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advantage  that  she  should  pay  a  con- 
siderable sum  towards  the  cost  of  these 
troops,  which  are  to  be  maintained,  as  I 
contend,  for  other  purposes  in  South 
Africa. 

It  is  not  India  that  will  benefit  by 
these  troops,  but,  as  I  have  said,  South 
Africa.  Mr.  Brodrick  admits  that  lie 
ad  mite  that  the  presence  of  25,000  men 
in  South  Africa  will  be  a  great  ad- 
vantage to  the  inhabitants  of  that 
country.  There  is  no  doubt  about 
it  South  Africa  will  profit  by  the  heavy 
expenditure  which  the  presence 
of  that  number  of  men  will 
involve.  But  are  they  going  to  pay 
anything!  Is  the  country  in  which 
these  troops  are  to  be  quartered  to  make 
a  contribution  towards  their  cost  ?  The 
language  of  Mr.  Brodrick  on  this  point 
was  singularly  indefinite,  and,  indeed, 
rather  mysterious.  He  spoke  frankly 
enough  of  the  pecuniary  advantages 
which  would  be  gained  by  South  Africa 
from  the  presence  of  these  troops.  He 
said  that  the  large  expenditure  incidental 
to  the  maintenance  of  this  force  would, 
naturally  contribute  considerably  to  the 
prosperity  of  these  colonies;  that 
that  was  a  matter  which  must  be  con- 
sidered with  regard  to  the  extra  ex- 
penditure  which  was  incurred  ;  and  that 
it  would  no  doubt  be  the  subject  of  con- 
sideration by  those  concerned.  Thatis  not 
the  language  used  with  regard  to  India 
— the  language  used  with  regard  to  South 
Africa  is  very  vague  and  indefinite—and 
it  may  mean  that  South  Africa  is  to  pay 
something,  or  it  may  mean  that  she  is  to 
pay  nothing.  I  ask  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  tell  us  to-night  whether  it  is 
intended  that  South  Africa  should  make 
any  contribution  or  not 

The  sound  principle  is  that  which 
used  to  be  called  the  Card  well 
principle — that  British  colonies  in  which 
troops  are  quartered  should  pay  for 
those  troops.  You  are  going  to  keep 
such  a  large  force  in  South  Africa  that 
that  principle  might  be  suspended 
for    a    time    if    she    paid     an     appro- 

Sriate  contribution  towards  their  cost, 
lut  whether  South  Africa  pays  or  not 
has  nothing  to  do  with  this  question 
with  regard  to  India.  I  contend  that 
His  Majesty's  Government  have  no  right 
to  cast  this  charge  upon  the  Indian 
revenue.  It  has  never  been  done  before. 
The  Manjiwts  of  Ili^on. 


Troops  in  England  have  always  been 
available  as  reserves  for  India,  and  you 
have  never  asked  her  to  pay  a  single 
shilling  ;  and  her  troops,  for  which  she 
has  paid  to  the  uttermost  farthing,  you 
have  always  been  willing  to  use  for 
Imperial  purposes  when  occasion  re- 
quired. I  cannot  help  thinking  that  in 
real  truth  this  question  of  reserves  is  a 
mere  excuse.  The  Secretary  of  State 
wants  another  £1,500,000,  and  does 
not  know  how  to  get  it  He  did 
not  like  taking  more  than  he  could  help 
out  of  taxation,  and  he  has  turned,  in  his 
perplexity,  to  India,  thinking  that  he 
might  get  something  from  her.  It  is 
not  just,  it  is  not  right,  that  you  should 
treat  India  in  this  way.  You  dare  not 
put  a  charge  of  that  tort  on  your  self- 
governing  colonies— you  know  you  dare 
not — and  you  turn  for  the  contribution 
to  India,  where  you  think  you  have 
the  power  of  enforcing  it.  You  ask 
her  for  a  contribution  which  you  would 
not  ask  from  Australia  or  any  of  the 
other  colonies.  Take  the  case  of 
Canada.  The  Canadian  frontier  is  a 
long  frontier  and  one  difficult  to  defend. 
I  believe  the  colonial  troops  in  Canada 
are  excellent  troops,  but  the  reserve 
of  Canada  is  here  in  England.  If 
Canada  were  to  be  threatened  with  a 
danger, — which  God  forbid  ! — she  would 
turn  to  us  for  her  reserves,  and  she 
would  rightly  turn  to  us,  but  you  are 
not  going  to  ask  Canada  topayanything 
for  those  reserves  beforehand.  You  are 
not  going  to  ask  her  to  make  any  con- 
trilution  to  the  military  expenditure  of 
this  country.  Why  should  you  ask 
India  to  do  that  which  you  do  not  ask 
Canada  to  do  1  I  shall  be  told,  I  dare- 
say, that  this  matter  is  still  under  con- 
sideration, and,  as  Mr.  Brodrick  said, 
that  "communications  are  passing 
between  this  country  and  India  upon 
the  subject."  I  venture  to  say  that  this 
is  not  a  proposal  which  ought  to  have 
been  submitted  by  the  Cabinet  of  this 
country  to  the  Government  of  India; 
that  it  is  a  proposal  so  inconsistent  with 
the  whole  of  our  financial  policy  in 
regard  to  that  country  that  if  it  had 
been  asked  for  by  a  paiticular  Minister, 
the  Cabinet— if  there  is  such  an  institu- 
tion still  in  existence — ought  to  have 
rejected  it ;  and  I  say  yet  further,  and 
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still  more  strongly,  that  it  communica- 
tions  are  going  on  at  this  time  with  the 
Governor  of  India  upon  the  subject, 
nothing  ought  to  have  induced  Mr. 
Brodrick  to  allude  to  it  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  That  is  not  the  way  to  treat 
the  Viceroy  of  India ;  and  if  these 
official  communication*  are  still  going 
on,  it  was  indeed  an  occasion  for 
a  little  of  that  reticence  of  which  we 
have  not,  perhaps,  too  much  among  our 
public  men  in  the  present  day. 

I  do  not  know  what  Lord  Curzon  will 
say  to  these  proposals,  but  I  think  the 
correspondence  which  was  laid  before 
the  House  of  Commons  shows  that  he  is 
ready  and  anxious  to  resist  any  proposals 
that  he  thinks  are  unjust  to  India. 
There  is  another  question,  and  a  grave 
one  too,  which  1  should  like  to  ask. 
Has  the  Secretary  of  State  in  Council 
been  consulted  on  this  subject,  and  are 
there  any  Minutes  by  members  of 
the  Council  upon  it  1  because,  if  so, 
we  are  entitled  to  see  those  Minutes. 
Another  very  grave  aspect  of  this  ques- 
tion is  that  if  the  proposal  is  carried  out 
you  will  have  succeeded  in  doing  that 
which  is  by  no  means  easy  to  do  in  India 
— you  will  have  succeeded  in  uniting 
Europeans  and  natives  in  one  common 
cause.  I  have  here  an  extract  from  a 
telegram  from  India  giving  an  account  of 
the  view  taken  of  this  proposal  by  the 
Englishman  newspaper,  of  Calcutta.  The 
noble  Marquess  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  knows  the  Englishman  very 
well.  It  is  the  leading  European  news- 
paper in  Calcutta,  and  I  believe  the  noble 
Marquess  will  agree  with  mo  when  I  say  I 
that  it  represents  the  general  views 
of  Europeans,  and  especially  of  the 
non-official  Europeans  of  that  capital. 
This  telegram  states  that  the  Englishman 
has  published  an  article  on  the  proposal 
submitted  by  Mr.  Brodrick,  and  pro- 1 
ceeds — 

"The  journal  strenuously  protests  against 
the  suggestion  that  India  should  be  asked  to 
pay  a  portion  of  the  cost  of  the  maintenance 
cf  the  troops  in  South  Africa.  The  impost 
would  be  unjust,  as  the  reason  given  for  it 
is  trivial.  Rather  England  should  pay  a 
portion  of  the  cost  of  the  troops  in  India, 
which  have  repeatedly  come  forward  in  Im* 
peiial  crises." 

That  is  the  opinion  of  a  leading  news- 
paper in  the  capital  of  India — a  news* 
paper  which  generally  desires  to  support 
a  Conservative  Government,  and  which, 


would  not  have  made  that  statement  so 
Btronglv  unless  it  was  convinced  that  it 
was  echoing  the  general  feeling  of  the 
European  community.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  as  to  the  view  which  the  natives 
will  take  of  this  matter,  and  what  you 
will  do  by  this  proposal,  if  you  persist  in 
it,  will  be  to  unite  Europeans  and  natives 
alike  in  common  complaint  against  a  pro- 
ceeding which  they  consider  to  be  unjust, 
and  which  I  am  compelled  to  say  seems 
to  me  to  be  unjust  also. 

I  have  great  confidence  in  Lord  Curzon. 
He  is  a  man  of  ability,  and,  I  believe,  of 
firmness  of  character.  He  has  shown 
determination  in  the  telegram  contained 
in  the  papers  to  which  I  have  referred. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  he  will  resist 
this  proposal,  and  it  is  partly  that  he 
may  fee]  that  if  he  does  resist  it  there 
arc  those  in  this  country  who  will 
sympathise  with  him,  that  I  have  ven- 
tured to  bring  the  matter  under  your 
Lordships*  notice  to-night.  If  he  resists 
it,  and  his  resistance  is  successful,  well 
and  good.  It  will  still  be  much  to 
be  regretted  that  the  Government  of 
this  country  should  have  made  such  a 
[proposal  at  all.  But  if  Lord  Curzon 
I  were  to  object  and  were  to  be  over- 
ruled, I  say,  without  the  slightest  hesi- 
tation, that  you  would  raise  up  a  more 
mischievous  discontent  throughout  the 
I  length  and  breadth  of  India  than 
has  been  created  by  any  English 
Government  within  the  last  fifty  years. 
We  are  invited  in  these  days  to  take 
very  strange  measures  to  keep  the 
Empire  together.  I  do  not  think  the 
British  Empire  is  moribund,  and  I  do  not 
thin't  it  is  going  to  fall  to  pieces;  but 
you  must  remember  that  India  is  a  part 
of  the  Empire,  that  India  is  the  greatest 
dependency  of  the  British  Crown,  and  I 
assure  you  that  you  cannot  afford  to 
act  towards  India  unjustly,  or  to  treat 
her  sentiments  with  indifference  and 
disrespect.   I  brg  to  move  for  Papers. 


Moved,  "  That  an  humble  address  be 
presented  to  His  Majesty's  Govern  ent 
for  Papers  relating  to  the  proposal  of 
His  Majesty 's  Government  for  placing  a 
portion  of  the  cost  of  the  troops  in 
South  Africa  upon  the  revenues  of 
India/' — {The  Marquess  of  Mpon.) 
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♦The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  WAR  (The  Earl  of  Hardwicke)  : 
My  Lords,  the  noble  Marquess,  who  is 
an  authority  on  all  matters  connected 
with  India,  and  who  has  had  a  long 
experience  of  Indian  Government,  has 
pictured  to  us,  if  1  may  say  so,  gloomy 
anticipations  regarding  the  proposal  of 
His  Majesty's  Government,  and  has 
looked  at  this  question  apparently  from 
the  point  of  view  of  a  paragraph  in  a 
newspaper  called  the  Englishman,  to 
which  he  has  referred.  He  commenced 
by  telling  us  that  certain  principles  existed 
as  regards  military  expenditure  in  India, 
and  I  shall  at  a  later  stage  be  glad  to  tie 
him  to  that  statement.  He  then  went 
on  to  say  that,  so  far  from  asking  India 
to  pay  the  cost  of  any  troops  that  might 
be  quartered  in  South  Africa,  it  should 
rather  be  the  duty  of  the  British 
Government  to  pay  the  cost  of  the 
existing  troops  in  India. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON:  Only 
on  your  principle. 

♦The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE :  I  felt 
that  that  was  an  entirely  novel  proposal 
and  it  was  not  until  the  end  of  his 
speech  that  I  was  able  to  gather  that  it 
was  only  suggested  to  him  by  a  para- 
graph in  the  newspaper  to  which  he 
referred.  I  may  as  well  read  the  words 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  on 
which  the  question  of    the  noble  Mar- 

auess  is  based.      Mr.    Brodrick    stated 
iat— 

"  If  a  considerable  body  of  troops  was  held 
in  South  Africa  in  a  good  climate,  to  avoid  the 
extra  expenditure  of  keeping  them  constantly 
standing  idle  in  India  in  a  worse  climate,  he 
thought  tbey  might  fairly  ask  for  some  contri- 
bution from  India.  ' 

That  is  all  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
said,  and  yet  the  noble  Marquess  has 
assumed,  firstly,  that  this  proposal  is 
made  with  only  one  object — namely,  to 
get  the  Secretary  of  State  out  of  a  diffi- 
culty ;  and,  secondly,  that  India  is  to  be 
asked  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  extra 
cost. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON :  I  carefully 
stated  a  portion  of  the  cost. 

*The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE :  Then  I 
misunderstood  the  noble  Marquess.   1  ndia 


is  to  pay  a  portion  of  the  cost  over  and 
above  what  those  troops  would  cost  were 
they  on  the  home  establishment  in  this 
country.  1  think  I  can  put  a  different 
complexion  on  the  question  at  issue  than 
that  which  the  noble  Marquess  has  put 
before  the  House.  I  would  refer  the 
House  to  statements  made  by  the  Prime 
Minister  and  by  other  Members  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  in  the  earlier 
stages  of  the  present  session,  which  show 
that  His  Majesty 's  Government  have 
recently  had  seriously  to  consider  the 
military  strength  of  India,  having  regard 
to  the  possible  invasion  of  her  North- 
West  Frontier.  But  this  question  of 
India's  capacity  to  resist  such  an  attack 
is  not  a  new  one.  It  has  been  the 
subject  of  correspondence  and  grave  con- 
sideration by  successive  Governments 
and  successive  Viceroys  for  more  than 
ten  years  past.  Without  suggesting 
that  this  correspondence  has  led  to  no 
result,  it  must  be  admitted  that  up  to 
the  present  no  definite  or  entirely  satis- 
factory conclusion  has  been  reached.  It 
is  admitted,  both  by  the  Government  of 
India  and  by  the  Home  Government — 
and  I  do  not  think  the  noble  Marquess 
will  deny  it— that  in  the  event  of  such 
an  attack  the  whole  resources  of  the 
British  Empire  would,  and  should,  be  at 
the  disposal  of  India. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON  :  I  said  so. 

♦The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE :  But  the 
Government  of  India  have  naturally 
been  reluctant  permanently  to  increase 
the  number  of  British  troops  stationed 
in  India;  and  even  had  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  been  willing  of  recent 
years  to  defray  the  cost  of  an  in- 
creased establishment  I  feel  it  hardly 
necessary  to  add  that  His  Majesty's 
Government,  owing  to  the  war  in 
South  Africa,  would  not  have  been  in 
a  position  to  make  that  addition  to  the 
Indian  garrison.  In  this  connection  I  do 
not  wish  to  convey  to  the  House  the  idea 
that  there  has  been  any  difference  of 
opinion  between  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment and  the  Government  of  India  as  to 
the  absolute  necessity  of  additional  troops 
in  the  event  of  an  immediate  outbreak  of 
hostilities  ;  nor  do  I  wish  to  suggest  that 
there  has  been  any  difference  of  opinion 
as  to  the  number  of  troops  necessary  both 
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in  the  first  instance  and  at  a  later  stage 
of  war.  What  has  been  in  question  is 
the  gist  of  the  present  subject  of  dis- 
cussion. The  Government  of  India  have 
come  to  the  conclusion,  conjointly  with 
His  Majesty's  Government,  that  on  the 
immediate  outbreak  of  hostilities  the 
present  British  garrison  of  India  would 
not  be  sufficient ;  and  the  question  then 
arises  whether  His  Majesty's  Government 
can  guarantee  to  send  to  India  from  these 
shores  the  necessary  force  as  a  first  aid 
within  the  time  the  Government  of  India 
consider  it  will  bo  necessary  to  have 
them.  Assuming  that  His  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment do  not  see  their  way  to  guar- 
antee to  send  that  relatively  small  force 
—  I  use  the  expression  "  relatively  small " 
as  it  would  bo  a  relatively  small  force 
compared  to  the  force  that  would  have 
to  be  sent  out  at  a  later  stage — as  a  first 
aid  to  India,  what  is  the  alternative? 
The  noble  Marquess  has  told  us  the 
alternative  himself.  The  only  alternative  i 
is  to  increase  permanently  the  British 
garrison ;  and  it  has  always  been 
admitted  that  India  must  pay  for  every 
soldier  in  the  permanent  garrison.  This 
problem  has  been  fully  considered  by  the 
Committee  of  Imperial  Defence,  upon 
whom  devolves  the  duty  of  advising  His 
Majesty's  Government  in  matters  of  this 
kind ;  and  in  addition  to  the  problem  of 
meeting  the  requirements  of  India  in 
the  event  of  war  they  have  also  had  to 
consider  the  strength  of  the  garrison 
that  it  would  be  necessary  to  maintain 
in  South  Africa.  My  right  hon.  friend 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  stated 
the  other  night  in  the  House  of 
Commons  that  His  Majesty's  Government 
had  considered  this  problem  of  the 
maintenance  of  a  force  in  South  Africa 
from  two  standpoints —the  Colonial 
standpoint  and  the  Imperial  standpoint ; 
and  1  do  not  think  that  a  better  example 
could  be  given  to  Parliament  and  the 
public  of  the  advantages  that  can  result 
to  different  and  far  distant  portions  of 
the  Empire  from  the  deliberations  of  the 
Committee  of  Imperial  Defence  than  that 
given  by  their  treatment  of  these  two 
problems  :  the  security  of  our  Indian 
frontier,  and  the  force  to  be  maintained 
in  South  Africa. 

The  question  which  the  noble  Marquess 
has  addressed  to  me,  whether  it  is  pro- 
posed to  place  any  proportion  of  the  cost 


|  of  the  troops  in  South  Africa  upon  the 
I  revenues  of  India,  has  already  been 
answered  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
I  can  inform  the  noble  Marquess  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  with 
the  approval  of  his  Council,  has  placed 
the  proposal  before  the  Government  of 
India ;  but,  inasmuch  as  the  scheme 
cannot  possibly  take  effect  unt'l  next 
year,  he  has  not  pressed  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  for  an  immediate  reply; 
[indeed,  it  is  the  wish  of  His  Majesty's 
I  Government  th.it  the  Government  of 
I  India  should  give  the  fullest  possible 
J  consideration  to  the  proposal.  As  I 
have  said,  the  scheme  is  advantageous 
I to  India;  it  is  advantageous  to  South 
Africa,  and,  I  think,  it  is  in  some  way 
advantageous  to  this  country.  Let  me 
briefly  explain  its  nature.  The  proposal 
is  to  keep  a  force  of  25,000  men 
in  South  Africa.  Of  this  force  12,500 
men  will  be  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Indian  Government.  These  12,500  men 
would  cost  in  this  country  £1,000,000, 
and  would  cost  in  South  Africa 
£1,750,000  ;  and  -the  Indian  Govern- 
ment is  asked  to  pay  a  proportion  of  the 
cost  over  and  above  what  they  would 
cost  in  this  country.  If  India  had  to 
increase  her  establishment  by  12,500 
British  troops,  it  would  cost  her 
£1,250,000  a  year;  and  if  she  did  not 
increase  her  garrison  by  that  amount 
she  would  have  to  rely  on  this  country 
sending  the  troops  from  these  shores 
within  a  given  time  after  the  outbreak 
of  hostilities.  His  Majesty's  Government 
are  not  prepared  to  give  that  guarantee 
but  they  are  prepared  to  guarantee 
that  these  12,500  men  can  be  dispatched 
from  South  Africa  within  the  specified 
time;  and  in  making  that  statement  I 
have  authority  to  say  that  it  is  con- 
curred in  the  naval  advisers  of  the 
Government. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON:  What  is 
the  specified  time  1 

♦The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE  :  I  am 
afraid  I  am  unable  to  answer  that 
question.  The  advantages  of  this 
arrangement  to  South  Africa  have 
already  been  referred  to.  A  force  of 
25,000  men  may  be  reckoned,  as  I  think 
my  right  hon.  friend  stated  in  the 
House  of  Commons  the  other  night,  to 
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spend  yearly  £2,000,000  in  the  country, 
and  Bome  £2,500,000  are  being  spent  on 
the  building  of  barracks.  The  men 
who  have  served  their  time  will  doubtless 
in  some  instances,  perhaps  in  many 
instances,  settle  in  the  country,  and 
there  are  also  four  garrison  regiments 
to  be  maintained  in  South  Africa, 
many  of  the  men  belonging  to  which 
will,  doubtless,  find  useful  employment 
there  when  their  term  of  service  is  com- 
pleted. In  these  circumstances,  I  think 
that  His  Majesty's  Government  are  per- 
fectly justified  in  asking  the  Colonial 
Government  to  contribute  something 
towards  the  cost,  just  as  in  the  same  way 
theyare  asking  the  Indian  Government  to 
contribute.  In  looking  at  the  advantages 
which  may  result  to  this  country,  we 
are  saved  from  having  to  increase  our 
establishments.  We  should  have  to 
increase  our  establishments,  if  India  had 
to  increase  hers,  for  the  supply  of  drafts 
and  reliefs.  That  we  are  saved,  and 
this  arrangement  will  enable  us  to 
supply  drafts  .and'reliefs  abroad  without 
in  any  way  dislocating  our  present  Army 
system. 

The  noble  Marquess  referred  to  the 
assistance  rendered  to  the  Imperial 
Government  by  India  from  time  to 
time  in  South  Africa,  in  China, 
and  in  Somaliland.  As  regards  Somali- 
land  I  would  only  make  this  one 
remark,  that  if  it  were  not  for  India  we 
should  not  be  interested  in  Somaliland 
at  all.  Perhaps  the  noble  Marquess  is 
prepared  to  dispute  that,  but  I  merely 
mention  it  by  the  way.  No  one  knows 
more  than  I  do,  how  willingly  and  how 
generously  assistance  has  been  given  by 
the  Indian  Government  to  this  country, 
as  during  the  late  war  I  happened  to 
beat  the  India  Office.  The  Government 
of  India  are  always  eager  to  assist  in 
every  possible  way.  It  is  an  advantage 
to  the  troops  to  gain  experience  of  active 
service,  whde  in  time  of  peace  they  can 
be  spared  from  India.  Moreover,  it  is  a 
great  saving  to  theGovernment  of  India  to 
allow  the  Imperial  Government  to  employ 
their  troops.  Even  last  year  I  believe 
the  saving  on  the  Military  Budget  to  the 
Government  of  India  was  over  one 
million  sterling. 

The  noble  Marquess  has  also  referred 
to  the  increase  of  pay  of  the  British 
soldier,   of   which    the    Indian  Govern- 

T/w  Earl  of  Hardwfcke. 


ment  have  to  bear  their  share.  There 
are  two  classes  of  payment  which  the 
Indian  Government  have  been  asked  to 
bear.  One  is  the  increased  pay  of  the 
British  soldier.  The  Indian  Government 
are  bound  to  keep  a  British  /orcein  India, 
and  to  pay  it  according  to  the  scale  which 
His  Majesty's  Government  has  laid 
down.  But  this  question  of  a  contri- 
bution towards  the  maintenance  of 
the  troops  in  South  Africa,  which,  we 
believe,  is  for  the  advantage  of  India,  is 
certainly  a  matter  in  which  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  Council  and  the  Government 
of  India  have  an  absolutely  free  hand. 
The  Secretary  of  State  in  Council  is 
charged  by  Act  of  Parliament  with  the 
control — the  absolute  control— of  the 
revenues  of  India,  and,  as  the  noble 
Marquess  is  probably  aware,  a  majority 
of  the  Secretary  of  State's  Council  can 
overrule  him.  They '  are  absolutely 
independent  of  Party  feeling  or  any 
other  consideration,  except  what  in  their 
judgment  is  in  the  interests  of  India.  I 
cannot  help  regretting,  th'  refore,  that  the 
noble  Marquess  should  have  come  down 
to  this  House  to  condemn  so  hastily  this 

Eroposal  which  has  been  framed  by  His 
[ajesty's  Government  in  the  interests 
of  India  and  after  consultation  with  the 
military  advisers  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  and  which  has  been 
submitted  as  a  proposal  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  India,  with  the  full  consent  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  and 
his  Council. 

♦The  Earl  of  NORTHBROOK:  My 
Lords  the  noble  Earl  opposite  appears  to 
have  entirely  forgotten,  or  never  to  have 
heard  of,  the  reterence  of  this  question 
between  India  and  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment to  a  Commission  over  which  ray 
noble  friend  behind  me,  Lord  Welby, 
presided.  The  noble  Earl  accused  my 
noble  friend  who  raised  this  question 
this  evening  of  bringing  forward  a  novel 
proposition  when  he  said  that  the 
Imperial  Government  should  pay  a  con- 
tribution to  India  in  consequence  of  the 
great  assistance  we  derive  on  many  occa- 
sions by  the  use  of  Indian  troops  on 
Imperial  service.  So  far  from  being 
novel,  it  has  been  an  argument  which 
has  constantly  been  brought  forward  by 
successive  Viceroys  of  India  in  respect  to 
the  claims  made  by  the  United  Kingdom 
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upon  India  for  certain  military  expenses,  ] 
and  by  no  one  more  ably  and  more  fully 
than  by  my  noble  friend,  the  Marquess 
of  Lansdowne,  when  he  was  Viceroy  and 
Governor-General  of  India.  That  ques-  [ 
tion  came  before  the  Commission  presided 
over  by  Lord  Welby,  and  I  will  trouble 
your  Lordships  with  an  extract  from  the 
Report  of  that  Commission,  published 
four  years  ago.  The  Commission  re- 
ported that— 

"  India  provides  in  the  East  a  reserve  force 
which,  when  India  Ls  quiet,  can  promptly  and 
effectively,  though  only  temporarily,  aid 
British  policy  in  the  East,  diminishing  to  that 
extent  the  number  of  men  which  in  the  absence 
of  that  assistance  the  Home  Government  must 
attach  to  distant  parts  from  the  garrison  kept 
at  home  or  in  the  colonies.  It  appears  to  us 
that  India  renders  in  thin  respect  a  real  service 
to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  that  in  respect  of 
it  she  is  entitled  to  liberal  treatment.  On  the 
other  hand  it  may  be  argued  that  the  Army  in 
the  United  Kingdom  reciprocally  maintains  a 
re-erve  strength  available  for  India  in  cases  of 
extreme  need.     This  is  true," — 

I  would  call  your  Lordships'   particular 
attention  to  the  concluding  words — 

"but  if  we  are  to  judge  from  what  has 
happened  in  the  past,  the  circumstances  in 
which  India  calls  upon  the  United  Kingdom  for 
special  aid  are  not  of  the  same  kind,  nor  likely 
to  recur  so  frequently,  as  the  calls  of  the  United 
Kingdom  on  India." 

Nothing  can  be  more  true  than  that. 
The  case  cannot  be  more  fairly  put  than  r 
it  is  put  in  that  Report.  The  Royal 
Commission,  in  the  conclusion  of  their  I 
Report,  said  that  the  claims  of  India  in  [ 
this  respect  ought  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration, when  what  is  called  the  rate 
per  head  for  the  troops  in  India  was 
reconsidered.  If  that  was  true  in  the 
year  1899,  when  my  noble  friend's 
Commission  reported,  it  is  a  great  deal 
more  true  now,  and  I  wish  to  enforce  it. 
I  do  not  believe  the  Government  can 
have  considered  the  aid  which  was  given 
by  India  to  the  United  Kingdom  during 
the  South  African  war,  or  this  proposal 
which  is  now  being  discussed  would 
never  have  been  made.  The  actual 
number  of  British  troops  from  the 
garrison  of  India  sent  to  South  Africa 
was  8,215,  and  without  the  assistance  of 
those  troops  I  almost  shudder  to  think 
what  the  result  would  have  been  in  the 
earlier  period  of  the  war.  But,  besides 
that,  there  were  no  less  than  8,743 
native  followers  who  assisted  our  soldiers 
in  the  field.     The  native  Army  of  the 


King  would  have  been  ouly  too  delighted 
and  proud  to  have  fought  side  by  side 
with  the  British  Army,  but  it  was  not  con- 
sidered desirable,  for  reasons  with  which 
your  Lordships  are  aware,  to  make  use 
of  the  native  Army  in  the  fighting  line. 
While  the  South  African  war  was  in 
progress  a  difficulty,  arose  in  China. 
How  was  that  difficulty  met?  Jt  was 
met  by  His  Majesty's  Indian  forces. 
There  were  16,300  of  the  native  Army 
sent  to  China  from  India,  and  only  300 
English  troops.  Is  that  not  a.  valuable 
reserve  ?  Can  it  be  said  that  it  is  a  novel 
idea,  as  suggested  by  the  noble  Earl  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  War,  that, 
especially  when  you  are  asking  for  money 
from  India,  some  consideration  should  be 
shown  to  that  country  on  account  of  the 
military  services  which  she  has  so  nobly 
rendered  to  this  country  1 

The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE :  I  did 
not  understand  the  noble  Marquess  to 
refer  to  the  services  of  the  Indian  gar- 
rison to  this  country.  What  I  thought 
the  noble  Marquess  said  was  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
rather  than  to  ask  India  to  pay  for  these 
troops,  to  pay  for  the  stationary  British 
force  in  India. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON  :  Then 
I  am  afraid  the  noble  Earl  did  not  pay 
much  attention  to  what  I  said. 

♦The  Earl  of  NORTHBROOK  :  The 
services  of  the  Indian  Army  are  forgotten 
when  it  comes  to  money.  Whenever 
there  is  difficulty  it  appears  to  me  that 
pqor  India  is  called  upon  to  pay.  I  do 
not  know  whether  I  am  right,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  at  the  outset  the 
garrison  proposed  for  South  Africa 
'was  insufficient.  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  15,000  men,  which  was  the 
force  proposed  in  1901  in  Mr.  Brodrick's 
statement,  was  hardly  a  sufficient  garrison 
to  put  in  South  Africa  just  at  the  end  of 
a  serious  war,  and  I  think  it  may  be 
desirable  that  that  number  should  be 
increased  to  25,000  men.  It  is  a  very 
dangerous  thing  to  run  the  protection  of 
a  country  by  British  troops  too  fine, 
especially  just  at  the  close  of  a  war,  and 
when,  too,  according  to  some  people, 
i  there  may  be  some  danger  of  a  rising  of 
I  the  natives.  Therefore,  I  do  not  quarrel 
with  the  proposal  that  the  strength  of 


mi 


India  ami  the  South 


{LORDS} 


Africa  Gairison. 


1112 


our  Army  in  South  Africa  should  be 
increased  to  25,000  men.  But  then  the 
question  arises — Is  the  presence  of  these 
troops  in  South  Africa  so  greatly  to  the 
advantage  of  India  as  to  make  it  right 
that  the  Indian  Government  should 
provide  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
cost  1  I  think  the~  advantage  is  an  ex- 
ceedingly doubtful  one. 

We  have  had  no  real  details  before  us 
of  this  matter.  The  noble  Earl  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  War 
referred  in  the  course  of  his  observations 
to  correspondence  that  has  been  going  on 
with  the  Government  of  India  on  the 
subject  I  am  well  aware  that  the  ques- 
tion of  an  aggressive  movement  on  the 
part  of  Russia  on  the  North-west  Frontier 
is  a  very  delicate  one,  and  it  would  not 
be  right  for  me  to  ask  for  any  correspond- 
ence with  the  Government  of  India  as  to 
the  strength  of  the  Army  that  would  be 
necessary  to  meet  such  a  contingency. 
But  if  it  would  not  be  right  for  me  to 
ask  for  that  correspondence,  it  is  not 
right  to  refer  to  any  correspondence  of 
the  kind  in  defence  of  this  proposal. 
I  greatly  doubt  whether  any  of  the 
military  authorities  in  India  would  be 
prepared  to  accept  the  proposal,  so  far  as 
I  understand  it  from  Mr.  Brodrick's 
speech,  as  of  any  great  value  in  regard  to 
the  position  of  India.  Originally  it  was 
proposed  to  have  twelve  battalions  of  in- 
fantry in  South  Africa,  but  now  it  is  pro- 
posed to  have  fourteen  infantry  battalions 
and  four  garrison  battalions,  so  that 
there  is  an  increase  of  two  regular 
battalions  and  four  garrison  battalions. 
But  those  fourteen  battalions  are  taken 
out  of  the  ordinary  machinery  for  keep- 
ing up  the  strength  of  battalions  abroa  J. 
It  is  some  time  since  I  was  at  the  War 
Office,  but  I  know  enough  of  the  details 
to  state  that  the  principle  of  our  Army 
is  that  there  should  be  one  battalion 
abroad  and  one  battalion  at  home,  the 
latter  keeping  up  the  strength  of  the 
former  :  in  that  way  the  battalion  abroad 
is  always  kept  up  to  an  efficient  strength. 
So  far  as  I  understand  Mr.  Brodrick's 
proposal,  these  fourteen  battalions  that 
are  to  be  left  in  South  Africa  will  not 
have  any  battalions  at  home  which  can 
keep  up  their  strength.  Perhaps  the 
noble  Earl  will  correct  me  if  I  am 
wrong. 
The  £arl  of  Northbrook. 


The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE:  You 
are  quite  right. 

♦The  Earl  of  NORTHBROOK :  That 
being  so,  what  kind  of  battalions  would 
these  be  if  they  were  wanted  in  India  ? 
They  are  to  be  kept  up  by  boys  sent 
out  as  soon  as  they  have  had  their  six 
months  drill.  Therefore  these  fourteen 
battalions  in  South  Africa,  on  which  you 
are  to  rely  to  give  effective  assistance  to 
India  in  case  of  danger,  will  be  battaliors 
composed  almost  entirely  of  young  men. 
Mr.  Brodrick  admitted,  I  think,  in  his 
speech  that  you  would  have  to  send 
imperfect  battalions,  and  battalions  only 
fit  to  be  in  Calcutta,  Madras,  and  so  on. 
Is  that  a  great  benefit  to  India  ?  And 
when  they  get  to  India,  how  are  they 
to  be  reinforced?  There  will  be  no 
battalions  at  home  on  which  they  can 
rely  to  keep  up  their  strength,  and 
hence  you  will  have  some  of  the  most 
inefficient  battalions  in  the  Army  on 
which  to  rely  as  reinforcements  to 
India  in  time  of  difficulty.  I  cannot 
think  that  the  proposal,  from  a  military 
point  of  view,  is  a  good  one ;  but  I  do 
not  wish  to  go  into  that,  because  I  think 
the  important  question  for  your  Lord- 
ships to  consider  is  whether  it  is  just 
and  fair,  on  the  ground  of  the  possible 
advantage  of  troops  being  nearer  India, 
to  ask  the  Government  of  India  to  pay 
a  substantial  sum  in  regard  to  their 
support.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
looking  at  the  whole  question,  that  it 
would  not  be  fair. 

I  consider  that  India  has  not  been 
fairly  treated  by  this  country  in  respect 
to  the  charge  made  upon  her  in  regard 
to  military  expenditure.  That  is 
proved  by  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mission over  which  my  noble  friend 
behind  me  presided.  After  a  most 
impartial  investigation  of  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  for  many 
years,  their  decision  was  that  we 
should  pay  to  India  something  like 
£300,000  a  year.  If  the  proof  was 
wanted  that  India  had  been  badly 
treated  before,  the  proof  was  then 
afforded ;  and  in  the  discussion  which 
took  place  I  made  what  I  thought 
was  a  very  reasonable  suggestion — 
namely,  that  as  the  delay  of  settling 
this  quest  on  was  entirely  due  to  the 
^ \>TOCT&fclvufcUoTY  oi  the    Government  of 
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this  countrjTthe  decision  given  by  the 
Royal  Commission  should  be  considered 
as  having  been  made  at  a  reasonable 
time  after  all  the  facts  of  the  case  had 
been  known,  and  that  five  or  six  years 
arrears  should  be  paid  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  India.  Absolutely  no  n3tice 
was  taken  by  His  Majesty's  Government 
of  that  suggestion,  which  appeared  to 
me  to  be  the  fairest  suggestion  that 
could  be  put  before  any  Government. 
I  therefore  s?iy  that  I  feel  a  want  of 
confidence  in  the  manner  in  which 
India  has  been  treated,  and  possibly 
may  be  treated,  by  His  Majesty  s 
Government,  and  I  hope  that  if  the 
noble  Duke  opposite,  who  is,  I  believe, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Imperial 
Defence,  takes  part  in  the  debate  this 
evening,  he  will  give  us  an  assurance 
that  no  charge  will  be  placed  upon  the 
revenues  of  India  in  this  matter  before 
the  opinions  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  in  Council  and  of  the  Viceroy 
of  India  in  Council  have  been  laid  before 
Parliament,  and  Parliament  has  had  an 
opportunity  of  expressing  an  opinion  upon 
the  subject.  I  share  entirely  the  opinion 
expressed  by  my  noble  friend  behind  me, 
that  it  is  most  unfortunate  that  such  a 
question  as  this  is,  which  is  absolutely 
certain  to  create  great  agitation  in  India, 
should  have  been  brought  before  the 
other  House  of  Parliament  in  so  casual  a 
way.  Surely  it  would  not  have  been 
impossible  to  have  been  a  little  reticent, 
to  have  waited  till  you  had  the  opinion 
of  the  Governor-General  of  India  before 
making  a  proposal  to  saddle  India  with 
a  large  charge  in  order  to  save  the 
Army  Estimates  of  this  country.  I  do 
not  think  my  noble  friend  opposite 
answered  the  Question  put  to  the  Govern- 
ment by  the  noble  Marquess  behind  me 
— namely,  whether  any  Papers  can  be 
presented  now  upon  this  subject,  and 
I  beg  to  repeat  the  Question. 


The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE:  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  has 
stated,  in  reply  to  a  Question  in  the 
House  of  Commons  this  afternoon, 
that  correspondence  has  only  just  com- 
menced, and  that  he  is  unable  at  the 
present  moment  to  state  whether  he  will 
at  a  future  date  be  able  to  lav  Papers  or 
riot. 


Viscount  GOSCHEN :  My  Lords,  I 
think  it  is  extremely  fortunate  that  both 
in  this  House  and  in  the  other  House 
there  is  always  an  extreme  sensitiveness 
with  regard  to  charging  Indian  revenues 
for  Imperial  purposes  or  for  any  pur- 
pose* that  may  not  seem  exclusively 
Indian.  That  is  a  feeling  which  I  share 
to  the  full.  I  view  with  suspicion  every 
measure  which  is  taken  which  places 
any  fresh  burden  upon  India  without 
the  full  consent*  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
in  Council  and  the  Governor-General  of 
India.  It  is  from  that  point  of  view 
that  I  approach  this  important  subject 
which  is  now  in  debate,  and  I  confess 
that  I  came  down  to  the  House  pre- 
judiced against  the  proposal  of  His 
Majesty's  Government,  but  I  was  pre- 
judiced against  that  proposal  because, 
like  my  two  noble  friends  who  have 
addressed  the  House  from  the  Benches 
opposite,  I  was  not  in  possession  of  the 
full  facts.  I  think  that  the  facts  which 
have  been  placed  before  the  House  in 
the  able  speech  of  the  noble  Earl  the 
Under-Secretary  have  placed  a  different 
complexion  upon  the  whole  of  this  trans- 
action. I  think  that  my  noble  friend 
who  has  just  sat  down  did  scant  justice 
to  the  noble  Earl  the  Under-Secretary 
with  reference  to  the  statement  which 
he  made,  because  he  stated  in  the  most 
absolute  way  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  Council,  with  the  assent  of  his 
Council,  has  agreed  to  the  scheme. 

♦The  Earl  of  NORTHBROOK  :  I  did 
not  understand  the  noble  Earl  to  say 
that  I  understood  him  to  say  that  with 
the  assent  of  the  Secretary  of  State's 
Council,  he  had  sent  the  proposal  out  to 
India  for  the  opinion  of  the  Governor- 
General. 

The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE:  The 
proposal  has  been  made  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  India,  but  obviously  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  Council  would  not  have 
made  the  proposal  if  it  had  not  been 
approved  of  in  the  interests  of  India. 

*The  Earl  of  NORTHBROOK  :  Is 
my  noble  friend  perfectly  certain  of  the 
accuracy  of  that  statement,   because  I 
have  information  from  tVtf>  V*aX  \wcv<^ 
which  maV^s  revs  davstax*  \\A 
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The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE:  The 
proposal  was  made  after  consultation 
with  the  military  advisers  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India,  and  was  sub- 
mitted by  the  Secretary  of  State  Cor 
India,  with  the  approval  of  his  Council, 
to  the  Government  of  India. 

Viscount  GOSCHEN:  I  understood 
my  noble  friend  further  to  say  that  the 
military  advisers  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
in  Council  had  been  consulted,  and  had 
agreed  to  the  proposal. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  Hear, 
hear ! 

Viscount  GOSCHEN  :  If  this  is  so,  it 
is  a  most  important  point,  and  dispels 
much  of  the  doubt  in  my  mind  as  to  the 
proposal  of  His  Majesty's  Government. 
Another  statement  that  has  influence 
upon  me  is  that  the  scheme  will  not  be 
carried  through  unless  the  Indian 
Government  agree  to  it,  and,  that 
being  so,  the  greater  part  of  the 
objections  raised  fall  to  the  ground. 
The  next  point  to  consider  is  whether 
the  proposal  will  be  for  the  benefit  of 
India.  My  noble  friend  suggested  that 
the  scheme  was  entirely  in  favour  of 
this  country  as  relieving  the  Army 
Estimates,  but  I  think  we  must  attach 
great  weight  to  two  considerations 
which  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  has 
put  before  us.  One  is  the  examination 
of  this  question  by  the  Committee  of 
Imperial  Defence,  and  the  other  the 
inherent  strength  of  th«  case.  The 
Defence  Committee  must  have  had 
before  them  expert  evidence  with  refer- 
ence to  Indian  military  questions.  The 
Defence  Committee  are  too  strong  a 
body,  I  think,  for  it  to  be  thought 
that  they  would  simply  give  a  decision 
in  this  matter  which  might  relieve  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  of  a 
difficulty,  if  he  were  in  a  diffi- 
culty. I  reject  that  view  entirely.  I 
feel  confident  that  the  Committee  of 
Defence  have  examined  it.  I  know  the 
men  who  serve  on  that  Committee, 
naval  and  military,  as  well  as  political, 
and  I  am  confident  they  would  not  have 
given  their  assent  to  such  a  scheme 
if  they  had  not  considered  it  a  sound 
scheme,  and  one  for  the  advantage  of 
India.  It  is  for  that  object  that  the 
Committee    of    Imperial    Defence  vra& 


I  organised.  This  is  one  of  the  first  bits 
of  work  of  the  re-organised  Committee 
i  of  Defence  that  has  been  made  public, 
1  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  condemn  a 
I  scheme  which  has  been  devised  by  the 
■  Defence  Committee  without  hearing 
!  more  argument  than  has  so  far  been 
'■■  brought  against  it. 

What  is  the  contention  of  the  Com- 
!  mittee  of  Imperial   Defence  and  of  His 
|  Majesty's  Government  f     That    imme- 
j  diately  on   the    outbreak   of    hostilities 
'  directed   against   India,    reinforcements 
could     more    quickly     be    sent    from 
the    Cape    than    from    this    country. 
When  there  was  a  question  of  a  whole 
Array  Corps  being  sent,  I  thought  the 
argument  sound  that  you  would  not  be 
able  to  find  ships  enough  at  the  Cape 
to  transfer  that  number  of  men  rapidly 
to   India,    and     that     therefore     they 
might  as  well  be  here  ;  but  this  is  to  be 
a  first  instalment  of  assistance,  and  the 
troops  would  be  employed  on  garrison 
duty,  or  for  the  maintenance  of  lines  of 
communication    and    services    of     that 
kind,     by     which    I     think     consider- 
able assistance  might    be    rendered   to 
the      defence    of     India.       My     noble 
friend     asked     what     was     the     time 
I  specified  for  this  reaching  India,  and  I 
|  noticed  that  there  was  a  natural  reticence 
;  on   the   part  of  the  Government.     If   I 
were  replying  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment I  should  take  the  same  view,  that  it 
would  be  injudicious  to  speculate  on  the 
time  which  it  would  take  to  transfer  the 
troops  from  the  Cape  to  India.     But  for 
this  force  of  12,500  men  only,  the  pro- 
bability is  that  you  would  find  sufficient 
freight  on   the  spot  to    transfer    them 
rapidly  to  India. 

I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  make  these 

observations,  and  to  mention  the  effect 

which  the  speech  of  the  noble  Earl  the 

Under-Secretary  has  made  upon  me ;  and 

so  far  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that, 

|  subject  always  to  the  absolute  and  cordial 

consent  of  the   Indian   Government,  it 

|  would  bo  wise  to  carry  out  a  scheme  by 

I  which,  as  has  been  pointed  out,  reserves 

'  will  be  kept  in  a  more  healthy  climate, 

I  and   at   a   spot    whence    they  can    very 

I  rapidly  be  conveyed  to  the  place  where 

'  they  will  be  wanted.     I  do  not  propose 

!  to  go  into  the  military  part  of  the  question, 

but  I  think  after  the  speech  of  the  Under- 

'  Secretary  we  may  be  quite  sure  that  no 

\\i\\u*\k&  \ri\l  be.  done  to   India  in   tins 
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matter.  I  am  convinced  that  there  is  no 
Member  of  your  Lordships'  House  who 
does  not  share  the  opinion  of  the  noble 
Lords  opposite  that  any  unjust  imposi- 
tion upon  the  revenues  of  India  ought 
always  to  be  discountenanced  by  every 
English  statesman  and  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment, to  whichever  Party  he  may  belong. 

Lord  WELBY:  My  Lords,  I  have 
only  one  title  which  justifies  my  address- 
ing your  Lordships  on  this  subject — 
namely,  the  fact  that  I  served  on  the 
latest  Royal  Commission  that  has  sat 
upon  Indian  Finance.  That  Commission 
had  to  review  the  whole  field  of  Indian 
expenditure,  including  the  military  ex- 
penditure incurred  by  that  Empire. 
There  were  also  referred  to  it  two  ques- 
tions of  the  very  highest  importance, 
and  those  questions  were  referred  to  it 
particularly  on  account  of  a  widespread 
discontent  felt  in  India  that  the  interests 
of  India  were  not  duly  consulted  by 
His  Majesty's  Government  in  fixing  the 
contributions  which  India  was  to  pay. 
The  Royal  Commission  had  first  of  all 
to  consider  the  principle  upon  which 
a  contribution  should  be  made  by  India 
to  the  Home  Government  on  account 
of  British  forces  in  India  ;  and,  secondly, 
there  was  the  most  important  question 
whether  it  was  not  possible,  in  regard 
to  those  numerous  questions,  many  of 
them  of  the  highest  importance,  on  which 
the  British  and  Indian  Governments 
differed,  to  appoint  some  impartial 
tribunal  which  should  arbitrate  upon 
the  differences  and  give  the  final 
decision.  These  two  questions  were  very 
difficult  in  their  nature,  and  we  took 
considerable  time  before  we  could  arrive 
at  a  conclusion  upon  them.  We  had  the 
advantage  of  having  before  us  as  wit- 
nesses the  very  highest  authorities  that 
can  speak  on  behalf  of  India.  We  heard 
the  Earl  of  North  brook,  the  Marquesa 
of  Lansdowne,  and  Lord  Cromer ;  and, 
of  the  military  authorities,  we  heard 
Viscount  Wolseley,  Earl  Roberts,  and 
General  Sir  Henry  Bracken  bury.  I  think 
the  names  of  those  witnesses  will  convey 
to  your  Lordships  the  fact  that,  at  all 
events,  we  had  before  us  authoritative 
evidence  of  the  very  highest  character, 
and  witnesses  on  whose  opinions  we 
might,  to  a  great  extent,  rely. 

What  was  the  upshot  of  the  evidence 


we  received?     First  of  all,  it  was,  of 

course,  allowed  that  India  should  pay  a 

reasonable  and  fair  charge  for  the  British 

forces  in  India.    It  was  felt  that  a  very 

great    responsibility    attached    to    the 

i  Government  in  this  country  in  fixing 

\  the   amount  of   that  contribution   and 

the  principles  on  which  India  was  to  pay 

it,  and,  in  consequence  of  there  having 

been  constant    dissension    between   the 

two  Governments  on  various  questions, 

nearly  all  the  witnesses  agreed  in  think- 

1  ing  that  it  would  be  very  desirable  if 

>  some  tribunal  were  created  which  should 

•  finally  decide  questions  at  issue.     Speak- 

I  ing  in   1896  the  then  Prime  Minister, 

the  Marquess  of  Salisbury,  said — 

i  "  Early  in  the  present  year  I  was  so  im- 
pressed in  favour  of  such  a  course  being  adopted 
that  I  laid  b  sfore  my  colleagues  a  proposal  for 
the  est  iblishment  of  a  tribunal  which  should 
l»e  so  impartially  composed  as  to  gain  the  con- 
fidence of  the  taxpayer*  of  both  countries/' 

I  I  would  make  that  utterance  of  Lord 

!  Salisbury  the   text  of  what  I  have  to 

J  say.      But    your   Lordships   will    have 

observed  that,   up    to   the   time   Lord 

I  Salisbury    made    this     statement,    the 

;  differences  between  England  and  India 

|  were  confined  entirely  to  the  principles 

upon  which  the  contribution  should  be 

;  made,  and  the  amount  of  that  contribo- 

I  tion,  on  account  of  British  soldiers  serving 

in  India.    No  question  up  to  tha  t  moment 

I  had  arisen  as  to  any  payment  such  as  is 

now  proposed.     During  the  whole  time 

I  that  I  can  recollect  this  question  being 

I  under  discussion — nearly  forty  years  now 

I  — I  do  not  think  I  once  heard  mooted  the 

suggestion  of  any  payment  by  India  to- 

|  wards  the  reserve  of  the  Army  in  England. 

I  The  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

which  sat  on  this  subject  in  1874  brought 

I  up  one  very  important  recommendation, 

1  to  the  effect  that  under  no  circumstances 

;  ought  the  Estimates  of  this  country  to  be 

I  relieved  at  the  cost  of  India.     Depart- 

'  mental    Committees     subsequently     en- 

I  deavoured  to  lay  down  some  principle 

upon  which  to  govern  the  Indian  contri- 

I  bution  to  England.     I  had  a  good  deal  of 

'  experience  of  the  long  dissension,  which 

j  my   noble     friend     very     rightly     said 

amounted  almost  to  a  scandal,  between 

the  India  Office  and  the  Treasury,  and  I 

do  not  recollect  that  the  Treasury  over 

once     suggested     that     a     contribution 

should   be   made   by   India   towards  the 

British  Army  at  hoova  *&  rav&>ata&YM|t*» 
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reserve  for  India  in  case  of  emergency. 
I  cannot  but  think  that  this  is  an  en- 
tirely new  question. 

The  subject  of  the  reserve  which 
England  creates  for  India  was  considered 
by  the  Koyai  Commission  over  which  I 
presided.  My  noble  friend  has  quoted 
from  the  Report  of  that  Commission,  but 
I  will  state  the  circumstances  under 
which  that  question  came  before  us. 
There  had  been  no  suggestion  made  by 
the  English  witnesses  or  by  the  English 
Departments  that  any  contribution  of 
the  kind  should  be  made,  but  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  appealed  to  the 
Commission  to  consider  whether  specially  , 
liberal  treatment  ought  not  to  be  ■ 
accorded  to  India,  and  he  proceeded  to  ! 
specify  the  num1>er  of  heads  under  I 
which  he  thought  India  was  entitled  to  ' 
this  particularly  favourable  consider-  ' 
ation.  It  was  in  consequence  of  the 
Koyal  Commission  having  to  consider  this 
reference  from  the  (iovernment  of  India 
that  they  penned  the  paragraphs  from 
which  my  noble  friend  has  quoted.  They 
gave  considerable  time  to  the  evidence 
and  to  the  Papers  laid  before  them  on 
the  subject,  with  the  result  that  they 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  benefit 
which  England  gave  to  India  in  regard 
to  the  reserves  of  her  Army  at  home,  did 
not  quite  counterbalance  the  assistance 
India  was  able  to  render  to  the  policy  of 
England  in  the  Eastern  seas  by  the  fact 
of  her  having  forces  available  to  be  sent 
into  neighbouring  countries.  Surely, 
after  all  that  has  taken  place  it  is  de- 
sirable above  everything  else  that  Indian 
opinion  should  be  reassured  on  this 
question,  and  that  the  people  of  India 
should  not  have  any  reason  for  thinking 
they  are  unfairly  treated  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  country.  Is  it  possible  that 
in  the  circumstances  in  which  this  case 
has  been  stilted  they  can  think  otherwise 
than  that  the  British  Government, 
finding  this  charge  inconvenient,  have 
looked  round,  and  have  started  the  idea 
making  India  contribute  towards  this 
exfta^^SWeyse  under  the  pretext  that 
sho  is  paying  for  the  reserves  of  the 
Indian  Army  in  South  Af rdca  1  I  hope 
that  the  benefits  which  tip  reserves 
in  India  and  the  reserves  ifi  England 
afford  to  each  other  will  be  co^giAjjei 
by  the  public  and  Parliament,  and  also 
whether  those  benefits  which  India  gives 
to  England  do  not  only  quite  counter- 

Lml  Jrelby. 


balance,  but  more  than  counterbalance,  the 
benefits  which  India  gets  from  England. 

♦The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (The  Earl  of  Selborne)  :  My 
Lords,  my  noble  friend  the  Earl  of 
North  brook,  besides  dealing  with  this 
particular  proposal  which  your  Lord- 
ships are  discussing,  reriewed  the  nature 
of  the  financial  relations  between  this 
country  and  India.  In  assessing  what 
he  thought  ought  to  be  the  relative 
obligations  of  the  two  Exchequers,  he 
left  out  two  general  considerations  which 
1  do  not  think  your  Lordships  can 
possibly  leave  out  in  considering  this 
great  question.  If  it  were  not  for  the 
existence  of  the  Indian  m  litary  problem, 
our  military  problem  would  be  simple 
and  cheap.  It  is  not  only  a  question  of 
the  distribution  of  cost  between  England 
and  India — of  the  system  as  we  have  it 
— but  the  very  existence  of  our  system 
is  due  to  the  requirements  of  India. 
Our  system  would  bo  totally  different, 
comparatively  cheap,  and  certainly 
simple,  if  it  were  not  for  the  Indian 
military  problem.  That  consideration 
cannot  be  left  out  of  account.  But 
beyond  that  I  ask  your  Lordships  to 
consider  the  relation  of  the  Navy  and 
the  naval  expenses  of  this  country  to 
this  problem.  The  Navy  Estimates  of 
this  year  amount  to  £34,500,000.  If  it 
were  not  for  the  Navy  not  one  soldier 
could  be  sent  by  way  of  reinforcement 
to  India  in  time  of  war.  Therefore  the 
service  which  the  Navy  performs  for 
India  is  very  great.  But  what  does  India 
contribute  to  the  upkeep  of  the  Navy  ] 
The  contribution  is  a  very  exiguous  one 
indeed  ;  and  the  noble  Lord  who  spoke 
last,  I  think,  was  impressed  with  the  fact, 
because  in  the  Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  he  was  very  careful  not  to 
say  that  the  contribution  was  sufficient. 
He  said  the  subj  ct  ought  to  be  reviewed 
in  the  year  1905.  Therefore  I  say, 
looking  at  this  question  as  a  whole 
as  one  of  Imperial  defence,  and  not  as 
a  military  question  only,  my  noble  friend 
Lord  Northbrook  left  out  two  considera- 
tions of  great  magnitude  which  affect 
this  problem — the  fact  that  the  require- 
ments of  India  have  dictated  our  military 
^rstem,  and  that  India's  contribution  to 
jUt  J  naval  expenditure  of  this  country  is 
**~"      ''    i ted  indeed. 
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addition  to  her  garrison  at  an  immensely 
increased  cost  compared  with  her  present 
charge.  It  was  in  the  consideration  of 
this  problem  that  the  suggestion  was 
made  to  ear-mark  in  South  Africa  a  certain 
portion  of  His  Majesty's  forces  which 
could  be  sent  at  once  to  India  on  the 
outbreak  of  war,  and  which  the  Admiralty 
would  guarantee  so  to  send.  It  has  been 
on  these  grounds  that  the  decision  has 
been  come  to.  In  respect  of  his  criticism 
that  these  soldiers,  even  if  sent,  would 
be  ineffective,  the  noble  Earl  is  under  a 
misconception.  It  is  true  that  these 
troops  would  not  be  fed  from  the  linked 


Lord  WELBY :  The  noble  Earl  re 
fers  to  a  paragraph  in  our  Report 
which  stated  tli.at  the  naval  contribution 
of  India  should  be  reviewed  in  1905.  I 
would  remind  the  noble  Earl  that  the 
whole  of  our  proposal  turned  on  the 
point  of  periodical  revision  of  the  con* 
tribution  made  both  for  the  Army  and 
the  Navy.  It  was  not  confined  to  the 
Navy. 

♦The  EARL  of  SELBORNE :  Now  I 
come  to  the  specific  proposal,  which  mny 
be  good  or  bad.     1  want  to  state  in  the 


most  emphatic  terms  possible   that  this    battalions  in  England,  but,  as  he  is  aware, 
policy  is  not  the   creation  of  the  War    there  has  never  been  a  moment  at  which 
Office  ;  it   is  the  work  of  the  Defence  i  every  battalion  abroad  has  been  fed  from 
Committee.     We  have  been  engaged  on       1#  1     '  '    "  "      '    n     ' 
this  problem  of  Indian  defence  for  a  very 
long  time.     I  do   not   think   even    my 
noble  friend  Lord  Rosebery  would  com- 
plain of  the  manner  in  which  we  have 
dealt    with   this    problem   as    being  in- 
efficient.    There  has  not  been  a  single 


a  linked  battalion  in  England. 

The  Earl  of  NORTHBROOK 
was  so  in  Lord  CardweU's  time. 


That 


♦The   Earl   of    SELBORNE  :      Cer- 


meeting  at  which  we  have  considered  tHin,>T  not  for  the  ,ast  twenty  years, 
this  Indian  problem  at  which,  in '  fhe™  ha8  beeri  a  cert4Un  n™rt*r  of 
addition  to  the  President  of  the  battalion*,  sometimes  only  one  or  two, 
Council,  the  Prime  Minister,  the  Sccrc-  sometimes  a  much  larger  number,  which 
tary  of  State  for  War,  myself,  and  \  £*ve  bee?  fed  V?  *e^\  ™  ^J™*. 
the  two  naval  and  two  military  '  The/ *reg!T ^  in^out^  Africa  will  be 
exnert*.  there  have  not  also  homi  nr«««nt.    *>*<**  and  the/  V1}  ™\  themselves  be 

called  upon  to  furnish  drafts  to  any  other 
unit.     Therefore,  if  called  upon  to  go  to 


expert*,  there  have  not  also  been  present 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  and  three 
members  of  the  Indian  Council.  That  is 
a  very  material  fact  in  considering  this 
decision.  What  is  the  problem  with 
which  we  are  confronted  ?  Authorities 
both  in  India  and  at  home  are  agreed 
that  within  a  certain  definite  time 
after  the  outbreak  of  war—  one,  that 
of     which    the     invasion     of     India 


India,  they  would  be  very  effective  regi- 
ments. It  is  quite  true  that  in  all 
probability  these  soldiers,  being  younger 
and  uninured  to  the  climate,  would  be 
sent  into  garrisons  ;  but  then  that  would 
have  exactly  the  effect  required.  As  the 
noble  Earl  will  remember,  there  are  cer- 


would  probably  form  a  part-a  certain  tain  obligatory  garrisons  in  India,  and  the 
reinforcement  would  be  required  in  newly-arrived  regiments  would  release 
India,  and  after  another  period  of  time    from  thT   gar™ns   old   and   matured 


a  still  further  reinforcement  would  be 
required.  Can  you  send  these  reinforce- 
ments says  the  Indian  Government  to 
the  War  Office.  Yes,  answers  the  War 
Office,  we  can  send  them  at  once  from 
England.  Then  the  Admiralty  comes  in; 
and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Admiralty, 
which  I  do  not  think  for  one  moment 
would  be  demurred  to  by  my  noble  friends 
opposite,  who  have  had  the  same  responsi- 
bility as  myself,  that  they  would  not  be 
prepared  to  guarantee  that  troops  would 
be  sent  within  that  period.  The  question 
then  arose  whether  India  was  to  run  the 
risk  involved  or   to   have   a  permanent 


troops  who  could  be  utilised  at  the  front. 
This  policy  may  commend  itself  to  your 
Lordships  or  it  may  not  ;  but  it  is  a 
policy  founded  on  a  very  real  and  mature 
consideration  of  the  difficulties  ox  the  case 
in  order  to  meet  a  want  which  nobody 
denies,  and  to  the  consideration  of  which 
the  Council  of  India  has,  through  its 
representatives,  throughout  been  a  party. 

♦Earl  SPENCER:  My  Lords,  this  is 
a  question  of  the  highest  possible  im- 
portance, and  very  properly,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  terms  in  which  my  noble 
friend  put  his  Resolution,  has  been  con- 
fined  to    the    effect    on    lxv&\»»   <&   ^s> 
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proposal  of  His  Majesty's  Government. 
Incidentally  I  would  venture  to  say  that 
it  bears  in  a  very  important  way  on  the 
whole  proposals  of  the  Government  with 
regard  to  the  Army.  We  on  this  side 
of  the  House  have  at  different  times 
complained  of  the  excessive  cost  which 
we  think  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment involve.  Now  we  are  told  that 
if  this  plan  is  carried  out  a  very  large 
sum  of  money- nearly  £1,000*000,  I 
think — will  be  required  in  addition  to 
what  we  spent  before.  That  is  a 
very  serious  decision,  but  I  will  not  go 
into  it  to-night.  It  was  stated  in  another 
place,  and  the  Under-Secretary  for  War 
stated  again  to  day,  that  this  question 
must  be  reviewed  from  two  points  of 
view,  the  colonial  and  the  Imperial. 
From  the  colonial  point  of  view,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  it  would 
be  an  enormous  advantage  to  the  colony  in 
which  these  troops  will  be  stationed  to 
have  the  money  spent  within  its  borders. 
Then  there  is  the  Imperial  point  of  view. 
I  confess  that  I  have  not  been  much 
struck  by  what  has  been  said  in  regard 
to  this.  As  has  been  said  before  this 
afternoon,  this  is  no  new  question.  We 
have  heard  already  that  the  danger  to 
India  was  one  of  the  reasons  why  the 
Army  Corps  scheme  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  was  created.  But  I  con- 
fess that  there  seems  to  me  very 
grave  doubt  whether  the  now  aspect  of 
affairs  in  India  has  made  it  more  necessary 
to  increase  largely  the  forces  there. 
To-day,  however,  we  have  heard  tho 
colonial  and  the  Imperial  point  of  view, 
and  we  have  had  something  more  said  of 
the  Indian  point  of  view,  to  which  I 
attach  great  importance. 

It  seems  to  me  a  very  serious  thing 
at  this  time  of  day  to  alter  largely  the 
concordat  which  has  been  arrived  at 
between  this  country  and  India  with 
regard  to  the  pay  of  the  Army.  That 
has  always  been  a  matter  of  discussion, 
sometimes  even  of  dispute;  and,  as  the 
noble  Earl  has  referred  to  the  question  of 
the  Navy,  I  may  say  that  I  know  too  well 
that  the  question  of  the  contribution  of 
India  to  that  service  has  been  often  in 
dispute.  When  1  was  at  the  Admiralty 
my  noble  friend  behind  me,  Lord  Wei  by, 
and  the  India  Office  had  been,  so  to  speak, 
at  war  for  years,  and  we  had  to  settle 
the  question,  though  wo  did  not  attempt 
to  settle  it  by  referring  the  question  of 
policy    to     the    Lord     Chief     Justice. 

£arl tipenm. 


But  we  obliged  tho  Treasury  at  last, 
very  reluctantly,  to  come  to  a  decision 
on  this  question.  These  questions, 
however,  of  the  proper  contributions 
to  the  Army  and  Navy  stand  on  their 
own  basis  and  must  be  settled  on 
principles  fair  and  just  to  India.  After 
all  that  we  know  India  has  done  in  help- 
ing us  in  South  Africa,  after  all  that  she 
has  done  in  helping  us  in  China,  and  after 
all  that  she  has  done  in  the  same  direc- 
tion on  many  former  occasions,  is  it  fair  to 
put  a  new  and  heavy  tax  upon  her?  It  has 
now  been  practically  decided  by  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice  that  India  is  to 
pay  this  increased  contribution  of 
£700,000  a  year  to  the  Army,  and 
that  being  so  it  is  hardly  the  time  to 
throw  this  additional  heavy  charge 
upon  her.  1  quite  admit  that  the 
matter  has  not  yet  been  decided;  but 
I  think  on  that  account  it  is  of  the 
highest  possible  importance,  as  the 
Government  have  shown  their  hand, 
that  we  should  enter  a  caveat  in  the 
matter  and  give  our  opinions  as  to 
what  is  just  to  India. 

It  is  rather  strange,  but  it  is  not 
the  first  time  under  this  Government, 
that  before  one  Department  has  settled 
with  another  Department  on  a  point 
of  policy— and  here  I  gather  that 
although  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
and  his  military  advisers  were  present 
at  the  deliberations  of  the  Committee  of 
Defence,  yet  the  agreement  of  the 
Viceroy  and  his  Council  to  the  proposal 
has  not  yet  been  received — the  Govern- 
ment have  made  a  declaration  on  the 
subject.  There  was  a  recent  speech  in 
Birmingham  in  which  a  very  important 
declaration  of  policy  was  made  without 
the  concurrence  certainly  of  a  great 
number  of  members  of  the  Cabinet. 
But  there  was  a  case  earlier  in  which 
the  noble  Earl  opposite  had  at  all  events 
not  agreed  to  a  proposal  of  the  Secretary 
for  War  with  regard  to  the  defence  of 
coaling  stations,  and  yet  that  proposal 
was  put  forward  in  a  speech  on  the 
Army  by  the  Secretary  for  War.  I 
ventured  to  call  the  attention  of  your 
Lordships'  House  to  that,  and  we  had 
an  interesting  discussion,  and  the 
Government  did  not  persevere  in  the 
proposal.  It  seems  to  me  a  very  curious 
and  novel  proceeding  that  one  Depart- 
ment should  disclose  proposals  to  which 
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another  Department  concerned  has  so 
far  withheld  its  assent.  It  is  a  novel 
constitutional  doctrine,  and  I  cannot 
help  protesting  against  it  as  not  con- 
ducive to  strong  government  by  a 
responsible  Cabinet.  I  will  press  on 
the  noble  Duke  that  we  ought  to  pause 
before  this  matter  is  decided,  and  that 
we  ought  to  have  Papers  before  us 
showing  what  is  the  opinion  of  those 
most  concerned  in  the  matter,  the 
Council  of  India  in  this  country,  and 
the  Viceroy  and  his  Council  in  India. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  My 
Lords,  I  do  not  think  it  possible  to 
carry  this  discussion  very  much  farther 
in  the  absence  of  any  information  as  to 
the  views  of  the  Government  of  India 
upon  the  proposal  which  has  been  made 
to  them.  The  noble  Marquess  made  an 
extremely  eloquent  oration  protesting 
against  what  he  called  the  demand  that 
had  been  made  on  the  Government  of 
India.  I  think  he  must  himself  by  this 
time  be  convinced  that  his  eloquence 
and  his  indignation  were  somewhat 
premature.  There  is  no  demand  made 
on  the  Government  of  India.  What  has 
been  done  is  this.  A  proposal  has  been 
made  to  them  for  their  consideration 
which  may  in  all  probability  have  the 
effect  of  relieving  them  of  a  very  heavy 
burden  which  otherwise  they  might 
have  to  incur.  The  noble  Earl  who 
has  just  sat  down  talked  about 
our  imposing  a  fresh  burden  on  India. 
There  is  no  demand  upon  India.  There 
is  no  proposal  placing  a  fresh  burden 
upon  her,  certainly  not  without  our  first 
hearing  the  views  of  the  Government  of 
India  and  also  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
Council. 

The  noble  Marquess  spoke,  I  think, 
either  in  entire  ignorance  or  with 
neglectfulness  of  the  changed  conditions 
relating  to  the  defence  of  India.  It  is  a 
long  time  since  the  noble  Marquess 
returned  from  India,  but  he  must  be  aware 
that  many  of  the  elements  of  the  pro- 
blem have  enormously  altered  since  he 
was  responsible  for  the  defence  of  that 
country.  He  talked,  I  think,  about  the 
dreams  which  haunted  the  sleep  of  people 
of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Russians  lying 
behind  the  Hindu-Rush.  But  we  cannot 
ignore  the  fact  that  the  frontiers  of 
Afghanistan  and  the  Russian  Empire  are 
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now  conterminous,  nor  can  we  ignore 
the  fact  that  the  communications  between 
the  Russian  frontier  and  her  military 
bases  have  either  been  completed  or  have 
made  enormous  progress  during  the  last 
few  years.  Is  it  not  therefore  presum- 
able that,  without  any  nightmares  about 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  men  behind  the 
Hindu-Rush,  we  here  and  those  who  are 
responsible  for  the  government  of  India 
may  consider  that  the  problem  of  India 
has  in  the  last  few  years  materially  and 
essentially  changed  1  As  a  matter  of 
fact  this  question  of  the  defence  of  India 
has  been  under  consideration  both  here 
and  in  India  by  several  Committees  in 
recent  years,  and  more  recently,  as  has 
been  stated  over  and  over  again,  it  has 
been  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee  of  Imperial  Defence.  I  do 
not  believe  that  there  is  any  doubt  in  the 
minds  of  any  of  the  military  advisers  who 
have  examined  this  question  that  in  such 
circumstances  the  present  garrison  of 
India  may  not  be  sufficient  to  meet  a 
possible  invasion. 

The  alternatives  which  appear  to 
present  themselves  are,  first,  that  the 
Government  of  India  should  take  the 
risk  and  rely  on  the  chance  of  adequate 
reinforcements  arriving  in  time  from  this 
country,  or,  in  the  second  place,  that 
India  should  undertake  the  expense  and 
burden  of  a  considerable  addition  to  her 
permanent  garrison.  It  is  quite  possible 
that  this  is  a  course  which  we  may  have 
to  urge  upon  the  Indian  Government. 
But  before  making  any  proposal  of  that 
kind  we  have  made  this  suggestion,  which 
will,  in  our  opinion,  place  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Government  of  India  a  considerable 
reserve  which  will,  for  all  essential 
purposes,  be  as  useful  as  an  increase  in 
the  establishment  of  India.  If  the 
garrison  of  India  were  increased,  then, 
according  to  all  precedent,  India  would 
pay  the  whole  cost  of  such  increase.  By 
this  proposal  we  suggest  a  means 
whereby,  for  a  payment  of  about 
£400,000 — or  one-half,  not  of  the  whole 
cost  of  the  force,  but  of  the  additional 
cost  involved  by  their  maintenance  in 
South  Africa — the  Government  of  India 
will  virtually  have  a  force  of  12,500  men 
at  call  in  South  Africa.  As  to  the 
supposed  increase  of  the  Estimates 
by  £1,500,000,  that  sum  was  mentioned 
by  the  Secretary  of    State   for  War  **> 
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South  Africa  over  and  above  the  cost 
of   maintaining   them    in    the    United  ; 
Kingdom.      The     Secretary    of     State  i 
mentioned  at   the  same  time  that  the 
gar.  ison  of  South  Africa  had  never  been 
less  than  5,000,  and  that   the   proposal  I 
which  had  been  made  previous  to  the  I 
one  now  under  consideration,  was  for  a  ■ 
garrison  of  15,000.     Therefore  there  is' 
no  proposal  to  increase  the  Estimates  by  ' 
£1,500,000.       The  actual    cost    of    the  I 
proposal      now     under      consideration  j 
amounts  to  about  £900,000,  of  which  it 
is    proposed    that    the  Government    of 
India   should   be  invited  to  contribute 
less  than  one-half. 

I  think  it  is  somewhat   unfortunate 
that,  at  a  time  when  it  is  impossible  for 
the  Government  of   India  to  have  con- 
sidered   the     proposal,     it    should     be 
suggested  by  any  responsible  statesman  , 
in  this*  House  that  what  appears  to  us  j 
to  be  an  extremely  reasonable  proposal, 
ought  to  be   regarded   by  the  Govern- ! 
ment  of  India  as  an  unjust   demand,  i 
Reference    has  been    made  to  the  fact 
that  the  proposal  has  been  spoken  of  in  , 
the  other  House  almost   simultaneously 


with  its  communication  to  the  Govern- 


ment of  India.     Your  Lordships  are  per- 
fectly aware  that  during  the  whole  of  the 
session,  and  especially  during  the  earlier 
part  of  it,  there  have   been,  both  in  this 
House   and  in    the    other,    protracted 
debates  on  the  whole  subject  of  military  ' 
organisation.     At  the    earlier  period  of 
this  session,  when  these  questions  were 
still    under    the    consideration    of    the 
Government,  it  was  impossible  for  the 
Secretary    of    State    for     War  fully  to 
develop    his    plan.      But   he  gave    an 
undertaking  to   make    before    the   con- 
clusion of  the  session    a  further  state- 
ment on  the  subject.     I  do  not  think  : 
that  my   right  hon.   friend  could  have 
escaped   from   that  undertaking,  and    I 
am  sure  that  some  of  his  opponents  in  ' 
the  other  House  would  have  been  very  | 
much   dissatisfied  if   he    had   not  made 
such  a  statememt.     There  may  be  some  j 
inconvenience  in   having   the    question 
discussed  here  before   the   view   of  the 
Government   of   India    has   been  ascer 
tained,  but  such  things  are  occasionally 
inseparable  from    the   publicity    which 
mutt  attend  all  our  discussions  and  our 
policy  here ;  and  I  do  not  think  tVat  x 
mny  blame  ia  to  be  attached  to  my  rignt 
■75k  ~~vonshire. 


hon.  friend  for  having  communicated 
— not  the  demand  of  this  Government, 
because  no  demand  has  been  made — but 
the  suggestion  and  proposal  which  has 
now  been  submitted  to  the  Government 
of  India,  as  likely  to  relieve  them  from 
a  very  great  and  pressing  difficulty. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON:  I  am 
glad  to  have  raised  the  discussion,  since 
it  has  drawn  from  the  noble  Duke  the 
statement  that  nothing  would  be  done 
except  after  the  fullest  consideration, 
and  with  the  consent  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  India.  That  is  a  most  satis- 
factory piece  of  information. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  :  I  said 
nothing  about  consent.  I  said  that 
nothing  would  be  done  without  the 
fullest  consultation  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  ;  and  I  believe  it  is  a 
recognised  fact  that  no  part  of  the 
revenues  of  India  can  be  applied  without 
t  he  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  his  Council. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON :  Will  the 
noble  Duke  give  an  assurance  to  the 
House  that  no  final  decision  will  be 
taken  until  such  time  as  the  opinions  of 
the  Viceroy  in  Council  and  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  his  Council  have 
been  laid  before  Parliament. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  I  do 
not  know  what  is  implied  by  "  final 
decision."  1  suppose  that  the  decision 
which  may  be  arrived  at.  cannot  be 
altogether  ignored  in  the  preparation  of 
the  Estima  es  for  next  year,  and  those 
Estimates  will  be  in  an  advanced  state 
of  preparation  before  Parliament  meets. 
Does  the  noble  Marquess  call  that  a  final 
decision  ? 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON  :  I  mean 
a  final  decision  in  the  House.  Of  course 
I  do  not  say  before  the  Estimates  are 
laid,  but  before  they  are  discussed  and 
voted  on.  3 

The  Earl  of  NORTHBROOKi  I 
hope  the  noble  Duke  will  give  us  an 
answer. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  I 
e&xmcft  vstftactfeke  to  commit   the  De- 


1129 


Private 


{20  July  1903} 


Bill  Business. 


1130 


that  nothing  will  be  done  without  the 
fullest  consultation  with  the  Indian 
Government  and  with  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  Council  here.  I  have  also 
promised  that  such  Papers  as  we  can  lay 
will  be  communicated  to  Parliament  as 
soon  as  possible.  But  I  cannot  promise 
that  no  steps  will  be  taken  by  the 
Government  on  its  own  responsibility 
until  those  steps  have  been  discussed  by 
Parliament 

Motion,  by  leave  of  the  House,  with- 
drawn. 

METROPOLITAN  STREETS  BILL. 
Read  1*;  to    be    printed;    and    to  be 
read  2a  To-morrow. — (The  Lord  Belper.) 
(No.  166.) 

House  adjourned  at  twenty 
minutes  before  Seven  o'clock, 
till  To-morrow,  half- past  Ten 
o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  20th  July,  1903. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 


NAVAL  WORKS  (PORTSMOUTH  BAR- 
RACKS  SITE)  BILL  (STANDING 
ORDERS  APPLICABLE  THERETO  NOT 
COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  He- 
port  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred,  pur- 
suant to  the  Order  of  the  House  of  the 
14th  day  of  July,  the  Standing  Orders 
which  are  applicable  thereto  have  not 
been  oomplied  with,  viz. : — Naval  Works 
(Portsmouth  Barracks  Site)  Bill 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway 
Bill ;  Midland  Great  Western  Railway  of 
Ireland  Bill ;  Walker  and  Wallsend 
Union  Gas  Bill.  Lords'  Amendments 
considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Carmarthenshire   Electric  Power  Bill' 
[Lords];  Fife  Electric  Power  Bill  [Lords]. 


Head  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 

St.  Philip's  Chapel  (Regent  Street) 
Bill  [Lords]  (King's  consent  signified). 
Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
without  Amendment. 

Bournemouth  Corporation  Tramways 
Bill  [Lords];  Nottinghamshire  and 
Derbyshire  Tramways  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Sutton  Coldfield  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]* 
As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

Bangor  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Brighton  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] ;  Pen- 
tillie  Estate  Bill  [Lords]  ;  South  Stafford- 
shire Tramways  Bill  [Lords].  Read  a 
second  time,  and  committed. 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill 
[Lords] ;  Water  Orders  Confirmation 
Bill  [Lords].  Read  the  third  time,  and 
passed,  without  Amendment. 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill 
[Lords].  As  amended,  considered ;  to  be 
read  the  third  time  to  morrow. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No. 
1)  Bill  [Lords].  Read  a  second  time  and 
committed. 

Scottish  Episcopal  Clergy  Widows'  and 
Orphans'  Fund  Confirmation  Order. 
Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order 
under  The  Private  Legislation  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating  to  the 
Scottish  Episcopal  Clergy  Widows'  and 
Orphans'  Fund,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  The  Lord  Advocate  and  Mr. 
Solicitor-General  for  Scotland. 

Scottish  Episcopal  Clergy  Widows'  and 
Orphans'  Fund  Confirmation  Bill.  "To 
confirm  a  Provisional  Order  under  The 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland) 
Act,  1899,  relating  to  the  Scottish 
Episcopal  Clergy  Widows'  and  Orphans' 
Fund,"  presented  accordingly  ;  and 
Ordered  to  be  considered  upon  Friday. 

MESSAGE    FROM   THE    LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to — Pier  and 
Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill, 
with  an  Amendment. 

Amendment*  Io-\a\A^  ^t^°^? . 
and  Sontti  CoiAMiii  ^JBi^«to\, 
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Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  Bill 
[Lords],  without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"An  Act  to  confirm  a  Provisional 
Order  under  The  Private  Legislation 
Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating 
to  the  Lanarkshire  Tramways." 
[Lanarkshire  Tramways  Order  Confirma- 
tion Bill  (Lords;] 

Lanarkshire  Tramways  Order  Confir- 
mation Bill  [Lords].  Read  the  first  time ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday, 
28th  July,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  284  ] 


PETITIONS. 


LICENSING    (SCOTLAND)    ACTS 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 


August,   1903,    to   31at  July,  1904)  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

GOVERNMENT  LABORATORY. 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the  Prin- 
cipal Chemist  upon  the  work  of  the 
Government  Lalx>ratory  for  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1903,  with  Appendices 
[by  Command  j ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

COUNTY  OFFICERS  AND  COURTS 
(IRELAND)  ACT,  1877. 

Account  presented,  of  the  Receipts  and 
Payments  under  the  Act  during  the  year 
ended  the  31st  March,  1903  [by  Act] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  263.] 


TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
Copies   presented,  of   Diplomatic   and 
I  Consular   Reports,  Annual    Series,    Nos. 
Petition  from  Winchburgh,  in  favour  ;(  3034   and   3035    [by  Command];  to   lie 
to  lie  upon  the  Table.  upon  the  Table. 

NATIONAL  DEFENCE  SCHEME.         I       paper  Jaid  upon  the  Table  by  the  CJerk 
Petition  from  Baildon,  for   adoption  ;   of  the  House  : — 


to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

TRADE  (COLONIES  AND  UNITED 
KINGDOM). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  16th  July— Mr.  Fuller})  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
262.] 


SOMALILAND  (DESPATCHES).  i 

Copy  presented,  of  Despatches  relative  | 

to  the  Operations  of  the  Somali  land  Field 

Force  [by  Command  1 :  to  lie  upon  the  ' 

Table.  , 

i 
ARMY  (MILITIA).  ! 

Copy  presented,  of  Further  Regulations 
relating  to  the  Militia  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table.  | 

ARMY  RESERVE. 
Copy  presented,  of  Further  Regulations 
relating  to  the  Army  Reserve  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Copy  presented,  of  Syllabuses  and  Lists 
of  Apparatus  applicable  to  Schools  and\ 
CJasses  other  than  Elementary  (irom  1st 


SUPREME  COURT  (RULES). 

Copy  of  Rules  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
dated  14th  July,  1903  [by  Act]. 

PAROCHTAL  MEDICAL  OFFICERS 
(SCOTLAND). 

Return  ordered,  "  of  the  number  of 
parishes  in  the  counties  of  Orkney,  Shet- 
land, Caithness,  Sutherland,  Ross  and 
Cromarty,  Inverness  and  Argyll,  in  which 
the  office  of  resident  Parochial  Medical 
Officer  has  been  vacant  within  the  last 
seven  years,  stating  (a)  name  of  parish ; 
(b)  number  of  times  a  vacancy  has 
occurred  ;  (c)  length  of  time  the  office  has 
been  vacant  in  each  case." — (Mr.  Cathcart 
If 'o  son.) 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSJFERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Value  of  Imports  into  British  Colonies 
and  Possessions  from  Foreign  Countries. 

Mr.  PARTINGTON  (Derbyshire, 
High  Peak) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  with  reference  to  the 
Return  [C  .1638],  stating  the  value  of 
the  trade  of  the  various  British  colonies 
and  possessions  with  the  United 
YAt^&otu,  o\\\*\  V>\\\\*\\.  ^**o&&ions,  and 
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can  he  state  the  value  of  manufactured 
goods,  raw  material,  and  food  stuffs  re- 
spectively, imported  into  each  colony 
and  possession  from  foreign  countries 
during  that  year. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  I 
am  prepared  to  grant  a  Return  of  the 
imports  from  foreign  countries  into  the 
self-governing  colonies  for  1901,  but  even 
this  will  take  some  time. 

Average  Prices  of  Iron,  Steel,  etc^.  and 
Cotton  and  Woollen  Goods  in  1872  and 
1902. 

Mr.  GEORGE  WH1TELEY  (York- 
shire, VV.  R.,  Pudsey)  :  To  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he 
will  state  the  average  prices  of  Middles- 
brough No.  3  pig  iron,  of  steel  rails, 
and  of  ship  plates  ;  also  of  cotton  cloth 
nine  pound  and  eight  and  a-quarter 
pound  shirtings ;  and  also  of  the  standard 
woollen  goods  supplied  by  contract  to  the 
War  Office  and  Admiralty  in  the  years 
1872  and  1902  respectively. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  The 
average  selling  prices  of  Middlesbrough 
No.  3  pig  iron  at  the  works  in  1872  and 
1902  were  65s.  4d.  per  ton  and 
4Gs.  10*2 Id.  per  ton  respectively.  The 
average  selling  prices  of  heavy  steel  rails 
and  ship  plates  in  the  North  of  England 
and  Cleveland  in  1902  were  £5  8s.  lOd. 
and  £5  14s.  respectively.  The  informa- 
tion as  to  these  prices  in  the  possession 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  only  goes  back  to 
1887.  The  Board  of  Trade  have  no 
official  information  as  to  the  course  of 
prices  of  cotton  goods  of  the  particular 
descriptions  named.  The  average  price 
of  plain  cotton  piece  goods  exported  in 
1872  was  3*51d.  per  yard,  and  in  1902 
201d.(unbleachcd),and2'46d.(bleached). 
The  last  part  of  the  Question  should  be 
addressed  to  the  War  Office  and  Ad- 
miralty. 

Scotch  Fishing  Boats— Crew  Space— 
Deductions  for  Sanitary  Accommodation. 

Mr.  BLACK  (Banffshire) :  To  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether, 
in  cases  where  Scotch  fishermen  supply 
sanitary  accommodation  in  their  boats, 
deductions  from  the  test  rule  measure- 
ment will  be  aiJoH  ed  in  respect  of  crew 
space. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  If 
the  registered  tonnage  of  a  vessel  is 
arrived  at  under  the  tonnage  regulations 
of  The  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894, 
and  the  sanitary  accommodation  is  in 
accordance  with  the  Sixth  Schedule  to 
that  Act,  the  usual  deduction  from  crew 
space  will  be  allowed,  but  not  if  the 
tonnage  of  the  vessel  is  arrived  at  by 
what  is  known  as  the  test  rule. 

Transference  of  Old  Ships  from  British 
Ownership  to  Foreign  Flags. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  (Dewsbury):  To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
how  many  old  sailing  ships  and  old 
steamships  were  sold  from  British 
ownership  under  the  British  flag  to 
foreign  ownership  under  foreign  flags  in 
each  year  from  1875  to  1902  ;  and  what 
was  the  tonnage  thus  transferred  in 
each  year  respectively. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  If 
the  hon.  Member  will  move  for  a  Return 
of  the  information  asked  for  in  this 
Question  I  shall  be  happy  to   supply    it. 

German  and  British  Trade  Statistics 
—Explanation  of  Differences. 

MR.  D.  A.  THOMAS  (Merthyr 
Tydvil)  :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
.Board  of  Trade  if  he  will  explain  the 
difference  in  the  methods  adopted  by 
ourselves  and  Germany  of  arriving  at 
the  value  of  the  trade  between  the  two 
countries,  whereby  the  statistics  given 
in  the  Annual  Statement  show  the 
yearly  exports  from  the  United  King- 
dom to  Germany  to  generally  exceed 
the  imports  therefrom,  whereas  the 
figures  in  the  Foreign  Statistical  Ab- 
stract, derived  from  German  sources, 
Bhow  the  exports  from  that  country  to 
us  as  largely  exceeding  the  imports 
from  us;  and  can  he  say  whether  the 
principal  foreign  countries  adopt  our 
system  of  valuing  imports  c.i.f.  or 
inclusive  of  freigh  and  insurance,  or  the 
American  system  of  valuing  them  at 
the  place  of  shipment  abroad. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)     The 
values  of  imports  and    exports  in  the 
United   Kingdom  Trad*    Kw^tsx*  *x<*> 
based  on  dw\&T&\\oi*&  o\  vH\\e*\«t*  w^ 
exporter*  a&  to  «&*   n&w*  *.  ^\^]£. 
Li   axrWeX    ox  .feipurtom,    «**»<« 
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The  values  in  the  German  Accounts 
are  based  on  official  valuations  revised 
annually  by  a  Commission.  In  both 
cases  sea  freight  is  included  in  the 
value  of  imports,  but  not  in  that  of 
exports,  and  this  is  also  true  of  the 
principal  foreign  countries,  except  the 
United  States.  The  differences  between 
the  value  of  trade  between  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Germany,  as  shown  in 
the  United  Kingdom  and  German  Trade 
Accounts  respectively,  are  due  to 
several  causes,  among  which  are  the 
magnitude  of  the  transit  trade  through 
Belgium  and  Holland,  which  causes 
part  of  Anglo  -  German  trade  to  be 
recorded  as  carried  on  with  those 
countries,  and  the  omission  of  the  free 
port  of  Hamburg  from  the  Imperial 
German  Accounts. 

Trade  to  East  African    Protectorate- 
Subsidies  to  British  Steamships. 
Mb.  ORR-EWIKG  (Ayr  Burghs):  To 
ask    Mr.   Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to    that  part   of    the  Report    by    His 
Majesty's   Commissioner   on    the    East 
African     Protectorate  (Africa,    No.     6,  j 
1903),  in  which  it  is  pointed   out   that  I 
out  of  a  gross  tonnage  of  steamers  which 
entered  the  ports  of  Mombasa  and  Kilin- 
dini  of  424,2 1 2  tons  during  1 902,  German 
shipping  amounted  to  170,188  tons,  and 
to  the  remark  that,  as  the  French  and 
German  lines  which    frequent  this  port  ! 
are  both  subsidised,  it  is  greatly  to   be 
hoped  that  a  similar  privilege,  as  recom 
mended  by  the  Parliamentary  Committee  ! 
which  considered  the    subject,  may  be  | 
extended    to     British    lines    in    order { 
that  British  trade  may  not  be  at  a  dis- ; 
advantage ;  and,   if  so,   whether  he  will  j 
state   if    he    contemplates    taking  any 
action  in  the  matter,  or  if  he  w  Hi   see 
that  it  receives  attention  during  the  Fiscal 
Inquiry. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Ritchie.)  My  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  Report  in 
question,  from  which  I  observe  that  Sir 
C.  Eliot,  while  pointing  out  that  German 
tonnage  was  170,188,  states  that  224,604 
tons  (or  over  half  the  total)  were  British.  ' 
No  French  shipping  appears,  according 
to  the  Report,  to  have  entered  the  ports 
of  Mombasa  and  Kilindini  in  the  year  | 
1902-3     From   the  imports  statements  i 


I  observe  that,  in  addition  to  practically 
the  whole  of  the  Government  imports 
(£700,660),  about  62  per  cent,  of  the 
trade  Jimports  (£443,032  in  Jail)  came 
from  the  United  Kingdom  and  India, 
as  against  11*4  per  cent  from  Germany. 
No  action  in  the  matter  is  at  present 
contemplated  ;  but  I  may  add  that  there 
is  reason  to  hope  that  a  direct  British 
service  may  not  require  recourse  to 
subsidies. 

Marriage  Allowance  to  Women  Telephone 
Operators- 

Mr.  YOXALL  (Nottingham,  W.): 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether 
women  telephone  operators  upon  the 
established  staff  of  the  Post  Office  are 
entitled  to  the  compassionate  allowance 
granted  to  other  female  employees  of 
the  Civil  Service  upon  their  resignation 
from  the  Service  owing  to  marriage. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
Yes,  Sir. 

Resignations  of  Post  Office  Second 
Division  Clerks- 

Mr.  YOXALL  :  To  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  whether  he  can  state  the  number 
of  clerks  of  the  second  division  employed 
by  the  Post  Office  who  resigned  their 
positions  and  left  the  Civil  Service  during 
the  twelve  months  ending  December, 
1902  ;  and  whether  the  causes  of  the 
resignations  can  be  stated  generally. 

(Amnvered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
The  number  was  seven,  but  reasons  were 
not  given  in  all  the  cases. 

British  Troops  in  South  Africa    Charge  on 
Indian  Revenues. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire, '  E.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  the  Government  of  India 
has  given  its  consent  to  the  proposal  to 
charge  the  Indian  Revenues  with  part  of 
the  cost  of  the  maintenance  of  British 
troops  in  South  Africa  ;  and  whether  the 
correspondence  that  has  passed  on  the 
subject  will  be  laid  upon  the  Table  at  an 
early  date. 

(Answered  by  Secretary  fjord  George 
Hamilton.)  I  am  in  communication  with 
the  Government  of  India  upon  the  pro- 
posal to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  refers, 
but  no  decision  has  as  yet  been  arrived  at 
Until  the  correspondence  is  complete  I  can 


1137 


Questions. 


{20  July  1903} 


Questions. 


1138 


give  no  opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  it 
can  be  published. 

Gun  Sights  on  the  "  Donegal." 
Mr.  YERBURGH  (Chester):  To  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether 
the  gunnery  trials  of  the  "  Donegal,"  near 
Plymouth  Harbour,  were  postponed  in 
consequence  of  the  sights  being  incorrect ; 
and,  if  so,  who  is  responsible  for  the  supply 
of  the  defective  apparatus. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Arnold- For ster.)  The 
gunnery  trials  of  the  "  Donegal "  were  not 
postponed,  but  were  carried  out  on  the 
1st  July.  Certain  experimental  fittings, 
designed  to  facilitate  sighting,  were  to 
have  been  tried  in  this  snip,  but  it  was 
found  that  the  fittings  referred  to  could 
not  be  prepared  by  the  date  fixed  for  gun 
trials.  The  special  series  was  therefore  not 
fired  in  this  ship,  but  will  be  carried  out 
in  another  of  the  same  class.  I  may  add 
that  the  twin  mountings  carried  on  this 
ship  and  others  of  her  class  are  of  novel 
design,  and  the  sighting  arrangements 
are,  therefore,  to  a  large  extent  experi- 
mental, as  they  have  to  be  adjusted  to  the 
peculiar  form  of  turret  and  mounting. 

Additional  Naval  Attache'. 
Mr.  YERBURGH :  To  ask  .  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether  an 
additional  Naval  attache  has  recently  been 
appointed  ;  and,  if  so,  to  what  country 
he  has  been  accredited,  and  what  are 
the  reasons  for  his  appointment. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Arnold-Forster.)  An 
additional  Naval  attache  has  been 
appointed,  and  it  will  thus  be  possible  to 
accredit  separate  attaches  to  Rome  and 
St.  Petersburgh  respectively.  The  reason 
for  the  appointment  is  the  additional; 
amount  of  work  thrown  upon  the  existing 
attaches  owing  to  the  rapid  and  recent 
development  of  foreign  Navies. 

Suggested  Appointment  to  Congested 

Districts  Boards  of  Chairman  of 

Kerry  County  Council. 

Mr.  MURPHY  (Kerry,  E.) ;  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  representations  of  public 
bodies  as  to  the  appointment  of  some 
southern  member  on  the  Congested 
Districts  Board,  he  will  appoint  to  the 
next  vacancy  the  Chairman  of  the  Kerry 
County  Council. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  I  cannot 
make  an  announcement  in  respect  to  a 
future  appointment  until  a  vacancy  occurs. 

Disturbance  in  Donegal  Street,  Belfast. 
Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  o\  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  a  procession  on  the  13th 
inst.,  while  passing  down  Donegal 
Street,  Belfast,  was  stoned,  and  that 
persons  were  injured;  and  if  he  can 
state  why  only  two  policemen  were 
placed  at  this  point  to  keep  back  the 
opposing  mobs. 

(Answered 4  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  There 
were  sixty-four  police  on  duty  in 
Donegal  Street  at  the  time  of  the 
occurrence.  They  did  their  utmost  to 
keep  the  opposing  mobs  asunder,  and 
several  of  them  were  struck  with  stones. 

Interference  with  Erection  of  an  Arch  at 
Belfast  by  a  Sergeant  of  the  Boyal 
Irish  Constabulary. 
|  Mr.  SLOAN  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
!  tary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
'  whether  he  is  aware  that  a  sergeant  of 
!  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  in  Green- 
I  castle,  Belfast,  cut  the  roping  of  an  arch 
|  and  prohibited  its  erection ;  and,  if  so,  will 

he   say   on   whose  authority  this  officer 

acted  in  this  matter. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
erection  of  an  Orange  Arch  on  Sunday 
the  12th  inst.  was  calculated,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  local  police  authorities,  to 
lead  to  a  disturbance  of  the  public  peace 
and  tranauillity.  Roman  Catholics  would 
have  had  to  pass  under  it  in  going  lo 
their  place  of  worship.  The  erection  of  the 
arch  on  Sunday  was,  therefore,  prevented, 
but  it  was  put  up  on  Monday,  the  date  of 
the  Orange  demonstration. 

Average  Cost  of  Infantry  Soldier  in 
England. 

Colonel      LONG      (Worcestershire, 

j  Evesham) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 

for  War  if  he  will   state   what  is  the 

average   cost   per  year    of    an  infantry 

j  soldier   in   England,   including   share   of 

barrack   accommodation   and   regimental 

officers,  but  not  any  Staff  or  departmental 

I  expenses,   when   he   is    serving  with    a 

|  battalion  on  lowest  home  estebl\%VcKtfE^ 

i  when  aftrvmgVck  axt.  w&rcsrs  \r»r*>  ^m^% 
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supposing  him  to  serve  a  year  in  it,  and 
when  serving  in  one  of  the  larger  depots 
of  600  or  upwards  which  were  started 
during  the  war. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
As  regards  the  trained  infantry  soldier  at 
home  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  will 
find  figures  comprising  the  personal 
charges  of  the  individual  soldier,  including 
a  rate  per  head  for  barrack  accommoda- 
tion, in  my  reply  to  a  Question  put  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Bristol  on 
26th  May  last,  t  It  would  be  very  difficult 
to  give  figures  in  respect  of  the  additional 
cost  of  regimental  officers  in  a  battalion 
and  at  a  depot,  and  they  would  be  very 
misleading  for  purposes  of  comparison, 
as  the  functions  of  a  battalion  and  depot 
are  dissimilar. 


Actual  Strength  and  Authorised  Estab- 
lishment of  Foot  Guards. 

Mr.  KENNETH  BALFOUR  (Christ- 
church) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  what  is  the  actual  strength  of 
each  regiment  of  Foot  Guards  at  the 
present  time,  and  what  is  the  establish- 
ment authorised  for  the  same. 

(Answered  try  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
The  figures  are  as  follows  : — 

Estab.  Strength. 

Grenadier  Guards          -    2,661  2,433 

Coldstream  Guards       -    2,661  2,252 

Scots  Guards         -        -    2,679  2,094 

Irish  Guards-        -        -     1,100  1,145 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  deficiency  is 
mainly  in  the  Coldstream  and  Scots 
Guards,  to  each  of  which  an  additional 
battalion  has  been  recently  added. 


Trade  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
Colonies. 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS  :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
if  he  is  at  liberty  to  state  broadly 
the  grounds  upon  which  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  colonies,  more  par- 
ticularly those  of  Canada,  came  to 
the  resolution  at  the  Conference  last 
year  that,  in  the  present  circumstances 
of  the  colonies,  it  is  not  practicable  to 
adopt  a  general  system  of  free  trade  as 
between  the  mother  country  and  the 
British  Dominions  beyond  the  seas ; 
and  to  what  extent  the  resolution  was 


due  to  the  necessity  of  protecting  colonial 
manufacturers  against  those  in  this 
country. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Chamberlain.) 
The  hon.  Gentleman  asks  me  to  give  a 
broad  indication  of  what  was  in  the 
minds  of  the  Colonial  Premiers  when 
they  came  to  certain  resolutions.  I 
regret  to  say  that,  not  being  a  thought 
reader,  I  am  unable  to  comply  with  his. 
request. 

Canada  and  Great  Britain— Imports  of 
Iron  and  Steel. 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS:  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  certain  iron  and 
steel  manufactures  are  stated  to  be  on 
the  Canadian  list  of  free  imports  only 
until  such  time  as  any  of  the  said  articles 
are  manufactured  in  Canada,  if  ho  can 
say  what  length  of  notice  is  required  to 
be  given  that  goods  hitherto  imported 
from  the  mother  country  free  will  be 
charged  a  Customs  duty  on  arrival  in 
Canada;  and  whether  the  wire  rods, 
upon  the  manufacture  of  which  it  is 
reported  the  Canadian  Government  pro- 
pose to  give  a  bounty  of  $6  per  ton,  or 
the  structural  ironwork  and  large  steel 
plates,  upon  which  it  is  proposed  to  give 
a  bounty  of  83,  are  at  present  being 
made  in  Canada. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Chaml>er1ain.) 
T  have  no  information  which  will  enable 
me  to  answer  the  hon.  Member's  Ques- 
tion. The  law  is  silent  on  the  point 
raised. 


t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxxii.,  17%. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Somaliland  Operations. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Ma) o,  E):  1  beg  ta 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  Government  have  yet 
received  full  despatches  from  General 
Manning  in  reference  to  the  recent 
operations  in  Somaliland  ;  whether  the 
Government  have  yet  come  to  a  decision 
as  to  the  future  policy  to  be  pursued  in 
Somaliland  ;  when  General  Manning's 
despatches  and  the  decision  of  the 
Government  will  be  communicated  to* 
the  House;  and  whether  the  Govern- 
ment uto  now  in  a  position  to  give  an* 
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estimate    of    the   probable  cost  of  the  cation.     From  the  last  medical  report  on 

operations    in   Somali  land    during    the  him  it   appears   that   his    capacity   for 

current  financial  year  over  the  amount  earning  a  livelihood  is  impaired  to  the 

already  provided  by  Parliament.  extent  of  one  fourth  only. 


*The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  WAR  OFFICE  (Lord  Stanley, 
Lancashire,  Westhoughton) :  The  des- 
patches will  be  laid  at  once.  As  regards 
future  operations  we  are  now  in  com- 
munication with  General  Egerton,  but 
it  would,  of  course,  be  impossible  to 
publish  the  detailed  action  proposed. 
Further,  it  is  not  possible,  at  present,  to 
calculate  the  possible  expenditure,  but 
there  is  no  intention  whatever  of 
undertaking  enterprises  involving  great 
expense. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  May  I  remind  the 
noble  Lord  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  stated  that  as  soon  as  the  full 
de  patches  were  received  from  General 
Manning  the  Government  would 
resolve  upon  a  policy  and  communicate 
it  to  the  House.  Can  the  noble  Lord 
state  on  what  date  that  will  be  done  ? 

*Lord  STANLEY:  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  answer  that  Question  The 
despatches  will  be  laid  at  once.  Com- 
munications are  now  passing  between 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  General , 
Egerton. 

i 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cornwall, 
Camborne)  :  Is  it  not  possible  to  tell  the 
country  what  we  are  fighting  about  ? 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Army  Pensions— Case  of  John  Devine, 
late  2nd  Dragoon  Guards- 

Sir  FREDERICK  RASCH  (Essex, 
Chelmsford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  he  has  con- 
sidered the  case  of  John  Devine,  late 
2nd  Dragoon  Guards,  invalided  from 
Abba8ie!i,  March,  1895,  totally  disabled 
from  accident  in  the  gymnasium,  and 
who  has  applied  for  a  life  pension  in 
consequence  and  been  refused ;  and,  if 
so,  will  he  state  what  action,  if  any, 
he  proposes  to  take  in  the  matter. 

i 

*Lord  STANLEY:  This  man  has  been 
awarded  a  permanent  pension  from  the 
3rd  ultimo — the  date  of   his  last  appli- 


Woolwich  Arsenal  Explosion. 
Sir  CHARLES  MLAREN  (Leicester- 
shire, Bos  worth)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  any 
permanent  provision  will  be  made  by 
the  War  Office  authorities  for  the 
maintenance  and  education  of  the  widow* 
and  children  of  the  men  who  were  killed 
in  the  recent  accident  at  Woolwich. 

Lord  STANLEY :  I  would  refep  the 
hon.  Baronet  to  my  reply  to  the  Member 
for  West  Newington  on  the  22nd  ultimo, 
to  which  I  can  add  nothing.! 

The  Australian  Squadron— Colonial  Con- 
tribution to  Annual  Expenditure. 

MR.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty  what  is  the  esti- 
mated cost  of  the  naval  force,  to  consist 
of  one  first,  two  second,  and  four  third 
class  cruisers/proposed  for  the  Australian 
squadron;  and  how  far  the  £200,000 
proposed  to  be  contributed  by  Australia 
will  meet  the  annual  expenditure,  taking 
into  account  the  annual  depreciation. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Arnold-Forster,  Belfast, 
W.)  :  As  several  questions  respecting 
the  organisation  and  pay  of  the  colonial 
naval  forces  aie  still  under  consideration, 
it  is  not  possible  as  yet  to  give  a  complete 
estimate  of  the  total  cost.  The  proposed 
contribution  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Australia  is  fixed,  under  Article  VIII. 
of  the  draft  agreement  already  laid 
before  Parliament,  at  five-twelfths,  and 
that  of  New  Zealand  at  one-twelfth  of 
the  total  annual  cost,  including  a  sum 
equal  to  5  per  cent,  on  the  prime  cost 
of  the  ships,  but  the  total  payments  are 
not  to  exceed  £200,000  and  £40,000 
respectively  in  any  one  year.  It  is 
estimated,  therefore,  that  the  Australian 
contribution  will  amount  to  between 
one- half  and  one- third  of  the  total  cost. 

Royal  Naval  Reserve- 
!      Mr.  OATHCART  WASON:  I  beg  to 
|  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  if 

I  \  S*»  Vft  Debater  «keh .%**. 
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he  will  state  whether  the  branch  of  the 
Royal  Naval  Reserve  consisting  of 
twenty- five  officers  and  700  men  is  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  £200,000  contribution  to 
be  furnished  by  Australia;  and  also  if 
the  Australian  rate  of  pay  to  be  paid  to 
1,600  Australians  is  provided  from  the 
same  source. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  These 
expenses  will  form  part  of  the  total  cost 
•of  maintenance  of  the  naval  force  on  the 
Australian  Station,  and  therefore  will  be 
•defrayed  from  the  colonial  contributions 
to  the  extent  mentioned  in  my  previous 
reply, 

Cretan  Consul-General. 
Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON  (Yorkshire, 
W.R.,  Barnsley) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  a  retired  member  of  the  diplo- 
matic service  is  to  be  appointed  Consul- 
•General  in  Crete ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
this  course  is  in  accordance  with  the 
promises  and  inducements  held  out  to  the 
British  consular  officials  in  the  Levant  on 
•entering  the  service. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARYof  STATE 
for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Lord  Cran- 
JJ0R5E,  Rochester) :  It  is  the  fact  that  a 
former  member  of  the  diplomatic  service  has 
been  appointed  Consul-General  in  Crete. 
I  am  not  aware  of  any  promises  or  in- 
ducements held  out  to  the  Levant  service 
which  interfere  with  the  right  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  use  his  own  discre- 
tion in  filling  up  any  particular  post, 
having  regard  to  the  special  circumstances 
of  the  case.  The  functions  of  the  Consul- 
Oeneral  in  Crete  are  of  a  very  special 
kind,  and  are,  in  fact,  mainly  of  a  diplo- 
matic character. 


British  Investments  Abroad  and  Foreign 
Investments  in  Great  Britain. 


♦The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
As  regards  investments  abroad,  the  only 
income  which  can  be  identified  as  coming 
from  any  particular  country  is  the  portion 
derived  from  foreign  and  colonial  Govern- 
ment securities,  as  shown  on  page  183 
of  the  last  Report  of  the  Inland  Revenue. 
I  know  of  no  means  of  obtaining  in- 
formation as  to  the  investment  in  Great 
Britain  of  French  or  American  capitaL 

Office  of  Woods  and  Forests  -Sale  to 
Lord  Penrhyn. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Financial  Secretary,  as  repre- 
senting the  Office  of  Woods  and  Forests, 
if  he  can  state  what  consideration  the 
Crown  received  in  respect  of  6,129  acres 
of  unenclosed  land  to  Lord  Penrhyn  in- 
cluding sporting  and  other  rights ;  if  any 
other  such  dispositions  are  pending ;  and, 
if  so,  what  inquiry  will  be  held  with 
reference  to  public  rights  before  the 
same  are  completed. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Elliot,  Durham) : 
The  Crown  received,  in  the  year  1)558, 
£1,739  for  its  right  of  soil  in  the  area 
referred  to  and  for  the  right  of  sporting 
over  it,  together  with  some^  chief  rents 
amounting  to  £6  9s.  lOd.  per  annum. 
The  sale  was  made  subject  to  such  rights 
of  common,  of  pasture,  or  turbary,  and  to 
such  rights  of  way,  as  were  legally 
exercisable  over  the  land.  All  m  inerals, 
including  slate  and  stone,  were  res  ervt  d 
to  the  Crown.  No  other  similar  dis- 
positions are  pending. 

Return— Condition  of  Trade  and  the 
People,  1801  to  1902. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  can  he  now  say  when  the 
Return,  Condition  of  Trade  and  the 
People,  1801  to  1902,  will  be  ready. 


Mr.  ELLIOT:  The  Return  will  be 
ready,  I  hope,  before  the  end  of  the 
session. 


Mr.  ATHERLEY-JONES  (Durham, 
N.W.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he  can 
state  the  total  amounts  respectively  of 
investments  of  British  capital  in  America 
And  France,  and  of  French  and  American  ] 

capital  in  Great  Britain;  if  information  j  "Passive  Resistance"  to  the  Education 
thereon  be  non-existent,  whether  he  will  ** 

endeavour    to    procure    the    same ;  and 
whether   the   amount  of  British  capital 
invested  in  America  and  France  is  now 
■on  the  increase  or  decrease. 


Rate. 

Sir  CHARLES  M'LAREN :  I  beg  to 

ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 

\  ment  Board  if  his  attention   has  been 

!  called  to   the  difficulty   of  securing  the 
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services  of  auctioneers  to  sell  the  goods 
and  chattels  belonging  to  persons  refus- 
ing to  pay  the  education  rate  for  de- 
nominational schools,  seized  under 
distress  warrants  by  the  overseers; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  in  many 
cases  goods  have  been  seised  of  value 
far  in  excess  of  the  balance  of  rate 
olaimed,  and  are  being  held  without  sale 
by  the  overseers ;  and  whether  he  will 
issue  a  circular  of  advice  and  instruc- 1 
tions  to  the  local  authorities  as  to  what 
course  they  ought  to  take  in  these , 
circumstances. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Grant] 
Lawson,  Yorkshire,  N.R.,  Thirsk) :  Per- 
haps I  may  refer  the  hon.  Member  to 
my  right  hon.  friend's  replies  to  Questions 
on  this  subject  on  the  11th  June  t  and 
7th  inst.  t  The  matter  is  not  one  with 
respeot  to  which  he  is  empowered  to 
intervene,  and  he  does  not  propose  to 
issue  any  circular  of  the  kind  suggested. 

Beturn  of  British  Colonial  Import  Duties. 
Mr.  ALFRED  DA  VIES  (Carmarthen 
Boroughs)  :  1  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he  will  grant 
the  Return  relating  to  British  Colonies 
(Duties  on  Imports)  standing  on  to-day's 
Notice  Paper. 

The  Return  referred  to  is  as  follows : — 

British  Colonics  (Duties  on  Imports), —  I 
Return  of  the  amounts  received  re- 
spectively by  British  colonies  from 
Duties  op  Imports  in  the  years  1882, 
1892,  and  the  last  year  published,  and 
their  population  at  those  periods. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  or 
TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)  :  Yes,  Sir. 

Mb.  ALFRED  DAVIES:  Thank  you. 

Tariff  War  and  the  British  Shipping 
Industry. 


elusion  of  British  coasters  and  tramp 
vessels  from  the  coasting  trade  of 
foreign  countries;  and  whether  he  will 
cause  full  inquiries  to  be  made  of  every 
shipbuilding  firm  in  Great  Britain  as  to 
the  effect  upon  our  shipbuilding  industry 
of  such  exclusion,  regard  bein<*  had  to 
the  numbers  of  men  employed,  to  the 
wages  of  shipyard  and  engine  works  men, 
ana  to  the  profits  on  the  capital  invested 
in  the  industry. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  The 
interests  of  British  shipping  engaged  in 
foreign  coasting  trade  will  not  be  lost 
sight  of,  but  I  do  not  think  the  inquiry 
suggested  would  throw  much  additional 
light  on  the  subject. 


Fiscal  Inquiry— Basis  of  Valuation. 
Sir  CHARLES  M'LAREN :  I  bee 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  in  the  statistics  prepared 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  relating  to  the 
exports  and  imports  of  this  country  the 
values  of  the  exports  aie  taken  f.o.b. 
while  the  values  of  the  imports  are 
taken  c.i.f. ;  in  the  statistics  now  being 
prepared  for  the  use  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  and  which  the  Government 
have  promised  to  lay  before  Parliament, 
he  will  call  attention  to  this  fact  and 
I  state  approximately  in  separate  .columns 
I  the  amount  which  ought  to  be  deducted 
[from  the  apparent  value  of  British 
imports  in  respect  of  the  commission, 
freight,  and  insurance  earned  by  British 
merchants,  shipowners,  and  underwriters 
by  whom  these  imports  are  brought  into 
the  country. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  The  basis 
on  which  imports  and  exports  are  valued 
will  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  any  statistics 
prepared  by  the  Board  of  Trade.  The 
mode  of  correction  suggested  in  the  last 
part  of  the  Question  does  not  appear 
either  practicable  or  calculated  to  improve 
I  the  statistics. 


Sir  CHARLES  M'LAREN :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  [ . 


Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Could  not 

i    ^i      i-     ^    A-      .       t  i,    ,   .    i  something  be  done  in  the  way  of  showing 

whether  his  attention  has  been  called, ^in    fche  am0lfnt  of  frei  hfc  and  Jin8urance  ff 
view   of  a   war  of   tariffs  with   foreign    not  commission, 
countries,  to  the   possibility  of   the  ex- 1 


t  See  (4)  Debate*,  exxiii.,  643. 
X  See  (4)  Debates,  exxiv.,  1527. 


Mr.   GERALD  BALFOUR :  I 
it  would  he  difficult. 


think 
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Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  put  another 
Question,  of  which  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour 
asked  for  notice. 

Sir  CHARLES  M'LAREN :  1  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  difference  in  values  per  ton  of  many 
British  exports,  such  as  coal,  iron,  steel, 
and  machinery,  in  times  of  brisk  trade 
as  compared  with  times  of  slack  trade, 
and  to  the  fact  that  an  apparent  decrease 
in  value  in  such  exports  is  frequently 
accompanied  by  an  actual  increase  in 
the  tonnage  manufactured  in  Britain 
and  exported ;  and  whether,  in  the 
statistics  of  the  exports  and  imports 
which  the  Government  have  promised  to 
lay  before  Parliament,  he  will  base  the 
relation  between  exports  and  imports 
upon  the  tonnage  and  not  upon  the 
fluctuating  market  values  of  each  year 
or  period  of  years. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  The 
answer  to  the  first  part  of  the  Question 
is  in  the  affirmative.  The  point  has 
frequently  been  called  attention  to  in 
publications  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  It 
is  always  desirable,  so  far  as  practicable, 
to  state  the  course  of  trade  in  particular 
articles  in  terms  of  quantity  as  well  as 
of  value,  but  a  comparison  of  total  trade 
from  year  to  year  based  on  tonnage, 
would  not,  I  fear,  be  of  much  utility, 
even  if  practicable,  as  the  whole  of  our 
export  trade  would  be  dominated  by  the 
weight  of  coal,  and  of  our  import  trade 
by  a  few  heavy  articles  such  as  grain 
and  timber. 


Overhead  Electric  Wires. 
Mr.  MARK  HAM  (Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether,  seeing 
that  the  Governments  of  America, 
France  Germany,  Switzerland,  Italy, 
and  other  countries  have,  during  the 
last  ten  years,  passed  laws  regulating 
the  methods  of  distributing  high-tension 
current  by  overhead  wires,  which  has 
resulted  in  a  widely  employed  use  of 
electricity  for  industrial  purposes,  he  will 
say  whether  there  is  a  single  case  in 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland  where  high- 
tension  current  overhead  wires  have 
been  installed. 


The  HON.  Memrer  alto  had  the  follow- 
ing Questions  on  the  Paper : — 

To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether,  in  view  of  the  continued 
refusals  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  grant 
facilities  to  manufacturers  in  this  country 
to  use  high-tension  wires,  for  the  alleged 
I  reason  that  these  wires  might  be 
dangerous  to  the  public,  he  has  taken 
any  steps  to  ask  the  Foreign  Office  to 
obtain  Reports  from  His  Majesty 'a 
Consuls  abroad  as  to  whether  anjr 
accidents  have  been  caused  by  this 
system  of  power  transmission  ;  and  if  he 
has  not  done  so  will  he  communicate 
with  the  Foreign  Office  on  the  subject 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  these  Reports. 

To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether,  on  19th  June,  1901» 
I  the  chief  electrical  adviser  of  his  Depart- 
ment received  from  the  secretary  of  the 
London  Chamber  of  Commerce  a  memo- 
randum drawn  up  by  a  committee  of 
electrical  experts  in  this  country  stating: 
that  the  Board  of  Trade  regulations  had 
hitherto  practically  entirely  prohibited 
overhead  wires  in  the  United  Kingdom 
except  under  such  conditions  as  to 
make  it  impracticable  ;  and  will  he  say 
if  this  memorandum  was  brought  to  his 
notice,  and,  if  so,  when  ;  whether  new 
regulations  have  been  issued  in  substitu- 
tion of  the  old  regulations  ;  and  whether 
Regulation  No.  33,  relating  to  aerial 
conductors,  has  been  cancelled. 


MR.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  I  will 
reply  to  the  hon.  Member's  three  Ques- 
tions together.  There  is  no  case  in 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland  where  bare 
overhead  wires  have  been  installed  for 
the  transmission  of  electricity  at  high 
voltage  for  industrial  purposes.  The 
Department  has  not  been  asked  to 
sanction  this  method  of  supply  until  quite 
recently,  and,  as  I  have  already  inti- 
mated, is  ready  to  give  favourable 
consideration  to  each  application.  1 
have  no  objection  to  asking  the  Foreign 
Office  for  copies  of  the  laws  of  the 
countries  named  in  the  hon.  Member's 
first  Question,  and  for  some  Reports- 
as  suggested  in  the  second  Question. 
In  regard  to  the  last  Question,  the 
memorandum  referred  to  by  the 
hon.   Member   was  sent  in  a  covering: 
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letter  addressed  to  the  electrical  adviser 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  with  a  request 
that  that  officer  would  receive  a  deputa- 
tion. The  electrical  adviser  answered 
the  memorandum  himself,  and  the 
matter  was  properly  within  his  cog- 
nisance. I  have  given  my  personal 
attention  to  this  question  of  distributing 
high-tension  current  by  overhead  wires. 
As  I  have  already  informed  the  hon. 
Member,  the  Board  of  Trade  have  been, 
and  still  are,  prepared  to  consider  each 
case  on  its  merits  without  reference  to 
any  model  regulations.  In  the  cases 
now  under  consideration,  the  electrical 
adviser  will  prepare  special  regulations 
■applicable  to  the  circumstances  of  each 
case.  Model  Regulation  33  does  not 
appear  to  relate  to  aerial  conductors.  If 
the  hon.  Member  refers  to  Regulation  23, 
that  is  not  a  model  regulation  which 
would  now  be  insisted  upon  in  dealing 
with  a  high-tension  system. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  was  understood  to 
ask  if  sanction  had  not  been  given  in 
one  case  on  the  understanding  that  if 
the  district  affected  became  an  urban 
district  the  wire  must  be  taken  down. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  No,  Sir  ; 
I  intimated  the  question  wouli  be  re- 
considered in  five  years. 

Vacant  Prison  Commissionership. 
Mr.  MALCOLM  (Suffolk,  Stow  market) : 
J  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  when  it  is  pro- 
posed to  fill  up  the  vacant  Prison  Com- 
missionership ;  and  whether  he  will  take 
steps  shortly  to  appoint  a  civil  servant 
whose  knowledge  of  prison  work  is  based 
upon  practical  experience. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  to  the 
HOME  OFFICE  (Mr.  Cochrane,  Ayr- 
shire, N.; :  My  right  hon.  friend  has 
nothing  to  add  to  the  printed  answer 
which  he  gave  last  Thursday!  to  an 
almost  identical  Question  placed  on  the 
Paper  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Berwick- 
shire. 

Scottish  Local  Government  Officials- 
Participation  in  Political  Contests. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Lord  Advocate  if,  in  view  of  the 

x  See  Page  851. 


fact  of  the  sums  distributed  by  the 
Congested  Districts  Board,  the  attention 
of  County  Councils  will  be  directed  to 
the  inexpediency  of  allowing  their  paid 
servants  to  act  as  political  agents,  return- 
ing officers,  or  taking  an  active  part 
against  any  candidates. 

♦The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire):  The 
reference  by  the  hon.  Member  to  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  does  not -seem 
to  have  any  bearing  on  the  point  referred 
to,  and  i  have  nothing  to  add  to  the 
answer  given  on  the  9th  instant  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Aberdeen.! 


Church  of  Scotland  and  the  Confession 
of  Faith. 

Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'BRIEN  (Cork) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland  in  Edinburgh  on 
the  27th  of  May  last,  on  the  motion  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Scott ;  and,  if  so,  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  contract  between 
the  Crown  and  the  Established  Church 
of  Scotland  relative  to  the  doctrines 
approved  by  repeated  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment and  made  obligatory  on  this  Church 
in  the  formulary  known  as  the  Con- 
fession of  Faith,  he  will  state  whether  he 
proposes  to  take  any,  and  if  so  what, 
steps  in  this  matter. 

*MR.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  The 
matter  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member 
does  not  come  within  the  sphere  of  my 
official  duty. 

Land  Loans  in  Ireland— The  Acres, 
Dromahair. 

Mr.  O'DOWD  (Sligo,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Mr.  Stewart 
Gillraour,  of  Dromahair,  County  Leitrim, 
on  the  24th  July,  1902,  swore  an  affidavit, 
before  the  local  commissioner  for  taking 
oaths,  to  the  effect  that  he  was  tenant  of 
lands  in  Dromahair,  known  as  The  Acres, 
since  1 880,  although  the  records  show  that 
he  only  paid  ll|d.  in  rates  for  land  in 
Dromahair  during  the  previous  year, 
1 901-2  i;  and  seeing  that,  on  the  strength 
of  that  affidavit,  Mr.  Gillmour  has 
obtained  an   advance   of   £480  from   the 
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Land  Commission  for  the  purchase  of  this 
land,  whether  he  will  arrange  for  a  sworn 
inquiry  to  be  held,  at  which  the  Land 
Commission  inspector  w  ho  inspected  these 
lands  will  be  required  to  give  evidence, 
with  the  object  of  having  this  matter 
cleared  up. 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 
N.) :  I  have  no  power  to  direct  the  inquiry 
suggested,  nor,  so  far  as  1  have  been  able 
to  ascertain,  has  there  been  anything 
whatever  criminal  in  Mr.  Gillmour's 
conduct.  I  beg  to  refer  the  hon.  Member 
to  my  reply  to  his  previous  Question  of 
the  29th  June  on  the  same  subject.! 

Sneem  Courthouse. 
Mr.BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  can  he  state  on 
what  grounds  permission  to  inspect  the 
Courthouse  at  Sneem  was  refused  by  the 
petty  sessions  clerk  to  the  hon.  Member 
lor  South  Kerry  and  Mr.  John  Sheehan, 
a  local  justice,  twelve  months  ago,  when 
it  was  stated  that  the  courthouse  was  in 
a  bad  state  of  repair. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover):  The 
petty  sessions  clerk  withheld  permission 
on  that  occasion  because  he  had  not  the 
authority  of  the  justices  in  petty  sessions. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.):  Then  do  I 
understand  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
lay  it  down  that  a  magistrate  has  no 
right  to  enter  into  the  Courthouse  in 
which  he  adjudicates  ] 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  read  my  Answer  he  will  see  I 
laid  down  nothing  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  BOLAXD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
magistrates  sitting  at  Sneem  petty 
sessions,  county  Kerry,  unanimously 
adjourned  the  Court  in  June  and  July 
owing  to  the  Courthouse  being  in  an  in 
sanitary  condition  and  in  such  a  bad 
state  of  repair  as  to  be  a  danger  to  the 
magistrates  sitting  therein ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  landlord  receives   £10 


f  See  (4)  Debates,  exxiv.,  810. 


rent  per  annum  from  the  Kerry  County 
Council ;  and  whether  steps  will  betaken 
to  secure  that  the  Courthouse  be  put  into 
a  proper  state  of  repair. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  landlord  is 
quite  willing,  I  understand,  to  put  the 
Courthouse  into  a  proper  state  of  repair, 
but  there  is  a  dispute  between  him  and 
the  County  Council  as  to  the  terms  of 
the  lease. 


Irish  National  Schools— Oral  Examina- 
tions in  Irish. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  why 
oral  examinations  in  Irish  of  pupils  in 
national  schools  have  not  been  held  for 
months  after  the  annual  examinations  ; 
whether,  in  order  to  have  this  work 
satisfactorily  done,  he  will  suggest  the 
appointment  of  additional  examiners  in 
Irish. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Additional  inspeo 
tors   have  been   appointed,  and  the  ex- 
aminations of  all  schools  will  shortly  be 
completed. 

Disease  amongst  Bees  in  Ireland. 
Mr.  BOLAND  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  now  in  a  position 
to  say  what  legislative  steps  he  proposes 
to  take  in  order  to  secure  the  stamping 
out  of  foul  brood  disease  amongst  bees 
in  Ireland  in  view  of  its  spread. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  am  afraid  I  cannot 
at  present  supplement  my  answer  to  the 
hon.  Member's  previous  Question  of  the 
23rd  June  on  this  subject.!  Legislation 
this  session  is  impracticable. 

Kerry  and  the  Congested  Districts  Board. 
Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL:  I  be* 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  directed  to  resolutions 
passed  at  public  meetings  held  in  Traleey 
at  which  the  clergy,  county  councillors, 
and  district  councillors  attended,  protest- 
ing against  the  inaction  of  the  Board  in 
Kerry,  and  demanding  the  co-option  of 
a  representative  man  from  Kerry  on  the 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  exxiv.,  265. 
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Board  ,  and,  if  so,  will  he  say  what  action 
he  proposes  to  take  in  the  matter. 

I  beg  also  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether, 
in  the  event  of  a  vacancy  occurring  in 
the  membership  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Board,  selection  will  be  made 
of  one  who  is  resident  in  Kerry  or  is  at 
least  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
problems  and  needs  of  that  county. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  answers  to 
the  first  and  second  inquiries  are  in 
the  affirmative.  I  cannot  make  any 
announcement  in  respect  to  a  future 
appointment  until  a  vacancy  occurs. 

Mr.  EDWARD  BARRY  (Cork  County, 
S.):  Cannot  you  appoint  the  Bishop  of 
Ross  to  represent  the  whole  of  the  South 
of  Ireland  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  This  question  was 
raised  during  the  debates  on  the  Land 
Bill,  and  attention  was  called  to  the  fact 
that  Kerry  was  unrepresented.  But  I 
cannot  possibly  go  beyond  the  answer 
I  have  given. 

Cost  of  Extra  Police  in  Sligo. 
Mr.  OT)0\VD :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  applied  to  the  Sligo  County  Coun- 
cil for  the  sum  of  £1,500  to  cover  the  cost 
of  extra  police  stationed  in  the  southern 
division  of  that  county  during  the  past 
two  years ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  it  was  owing  to  the  action  of  the 
grand  jury  and  against  the  protests  of  the 
County  Council  this  expenditure  has  been 
incurred,  he  will  devise  some  means  by 
which  the  ratepayers  may  be  relieved 
from  the  payment  of  this  tax. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  There  is  no  power 
to  relieve  the  county  of  the  charge  in 
question.  The  expenditure  was  not 
incurred  by  any  action  on  the  part  of 
the  grand  jury. 

Pollution  of  the  Liffey. 
Mr.  NANNEITI(Dublin,College  Green) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  of 
the  continuous  poisoning  of  fish  in 
the  waters  of  the  River  Liffey,  caused 
by  poisonous  fluid  being  allowed   to  be 


discharged  into  the  river;  whether 
the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Con- 
servators has  been  called  to  this  fact ; 
and  what  steps,  if  any,  he  proposes  to  take 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  practice  complained 
of,  and  save  from  destruction  these 
waters  as  a  salmon  and  trout  river. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  An  analysis  of 
the  contaminated  water  was  recently 
made,  but  nothing  injurious  to  fish  was 
found.  The  Department  of  Agriculture 
has  instituted  fresh  inquiries  in  respect  of 
a  case  of  alleged  poisoning  of  fish  by 
sewage  contamination  within  the  past 
few  days. 

Meath  Bate  Collector. 

♦Mr.  KENNEDY  (Westmeath,  N.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that,  in  consequence  of  repre- 
sentations from  the  Local  Government 
Board  as  to  the  necessity  of  taking  steps 
to  compel  the  rate  collectors  to  use 
greater  diligence  in  the  lodgment  of 
rates  and  otherwise  to  comply  with  the 
regulations  of  that  Board,  the  County 
Council  of  Meath,  after  investigation  by 
its  Finance  Committee,  suspended  one 
of  the  collectors  unanimously  early  this 
year;  that  the  Board  removed  the  sus- 
pension to  enable  this  officer  to  complete 
his  current  collection,  intimating  that  on 
its  completion  it  would  be  open  to  the 
Council  to  again  suspend  him,  which  the 
Council  did,  whereupon  theLocal  Govern- 
ment Board  again  removed  his  suspen- 
sion ;  ,  and  whether,  seeing  that  the 
County  Council  has  intimated  its  inability 
to  maintain  official  discipline  in  con- 
sequence of  theLocal  Government  Board's 
action,  he  will  direct  the  Local  Gorern- 
ment  Board  to  reconsider  its  decision. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  facts  are 
substantially  as  stated.  But  I  am 
making  further  inquiry  into  certain 
features  of  this  case,  and  shall  be 
obliged  if  the  hon.  Member  will  repeat 
his  Question  next  week. 

Biver  Shannon  Fisheries. 
Mr.  JOYCE  (Limerick) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  can  state  how 
much  money  has  been  paid  since  the 
year  1834  by  the  BowA  A^«"fcM^«Sa«- 
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as  purchase  or  compensation,  to  fishery 
owners  on  the  River  Shannon  ;  whether 
the  Board  of  Works  have  become  by  this 
mean 8  the  owners  of  a  great  portion  of 
said  river  ;  and,  if  so,  will  those  claims 
be  upheld  so  that  bogus  claims  to  fishery 
rights  may  not  be  entertained  during  the 
purchase  of  land  adjoining  that  river 
under  the  new  Land  Bill. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Over  £16,000. 
The  Commissioners  are  owners  of  the 
eel  fisheries  from  Lough  Allen  to 
Castleconnell.  They  have  no  intention 
of  allowing  other  persons  to  claim 
fishing  rights  to  which  they  are  entitled. 

Irish  Equivalent  Grant 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  1 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  in 
the  computation  of  the  amount  of  the 
Equivalent  Grant  payable  to  Ireland  and 
Scotland  on  the  passing  of  the  English 
Education  Act,  1902,  the  population  of 
London  (which  city  is  l>eing  dealt  with  in 
a  separate  measure)  was  omitted  or  was 
included  by  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  In  calculating  the 
amount  of  the  Irish  Equivalent  Grant, 
the  population  of  London  was  taken  into 
account. 

Gordon-Bennett  Bace— Destruction  of 
Films  in  the  Post. 

Mr.  NANNETTI :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  complaint  of  the 
directors  of  the  Empire  Palace  Theatre 
Company,  Dublin,  as  to  the  loss  or  destruc- 
tion of  a  negative  of  the  speed  trials  held 
in  connection  with  the  Gordon -Bennett 
race  which  was  handed  in  at  the  College 
Green  Office,  Dublin,  for  transmission  to 
London  ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  state  under 
what  authority  and  circumstances  was 
the  letter  packet  opened  subsequent  to 
the  removal  of  its  outer  covering  in  the 
post  office,  notwithstanding  the  pre- 
cautionary open  memorandum  wrapped 
around  the  box  containing  the  negatives 
inside  the  outer  covering,  and  what 
compensation  do  the  postal  authorities 
intend  to  offer  the  Empire  Palace  Theatre 
Company,  Dublin,  for  the  loss  sustained. 

The  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Worcestershire, 


E.) :  My  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
case  referred  to.  I  find  that  the  packet 
in  question  reached  the  Returned  Letter 
Office  in  London  without  the  address 
label,  and  also  without  the  outer  wrapper 

1  which  the  sender  states  bore  the  address. 
I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  how  this 

1  outer  wrapper  became  detached  in  tran- 
sit ;  but  the  packet  bears  indications  of 
having  been  very  insecurely  fastened. 
It  was  opened  in  ordinary  course  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  address  of 
the  sender,  but  I  regret  that  the  officer 

1  who  dealt  with  it  also  opened  the  box 
containing  the  films  without  suspecting 
the  nature  of  the  contents.  The  packet 
was  sent  by  letter  post  unregistered, 
and  I  am  not  therefore  in  a  position  to 
pay  compensation  for  the  damage. 

,  Mr.  NANNETTI :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  inquire  whether,  when  the 
packet  was  handed  in,  it  did  not  bear 
instructions  that  it  was  not  to  be  opened 
except  in  a  dark  room  1 

i  Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
have  said  so,  but  unfortunately  the  outer 
covering  bearing  that  instruction  became 
detached  and  the  instruction  was  not  on 
the  parcel  when  it  reached  the  hands  of 
the  officer  who  dealt  with  it.  I  have 
looked  into  the  matter  personally  and 
seen  the  package. 

Portarlington  Postal  Assistant. 
♦Mr.     DELANY     (Queens     County, 
Ossory)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General    whether  he    will    state    what 

i  were  the  conditions  of  service  which 
precluded  payment  of  a  gratuity  to 
Miss  Blanc,  late  assistant  Portarlington 
Post  Office,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
this    official     had     twenty-eight    years 

'  service,  gave  her  whole  time  to  her 
duties,  and  that  the  remuneration 
paid  her  came  out  of  moneys  voted 
by  Parliament. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN: 
Miss  Blanc  was  paid  out  of  an  allowance 
made  to  the  Postmaster  of  Portarlington, 
and  was  not  in  the  service  of  the 
Department.  Persons  employed  in  this 
capacity  are  not  entitled  to  a  gratuity 
on  retirement,  and  I  have  no  power 
whatever  to  grant  either  a  pension  or 
a  gratuity.  That  rests  with  the 
Treasury,  and  in  such   a   case   as    this 
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they   also    have    no     power    to    grant 
one  or  the  other. 

♦MR.  DELANY:  On  what  authority 

•does  the  right   lion.   Gentleman  make 

the    statement    that    Miss   Blanc    was 

retired  "  because  no  longer  capable  of 

discharging  her  duties  efficiently?  " 

.-Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
hon.  Member  cannot  argue  the  matter.  I 

Imperial  Defence. 
Mr.  CATHCART  WASON :  I  beg  to  I 
ask   the    First   Lord    of   the    Treasury) 
if    he    will     furnish    an    approximate; 
account  of   the  total  cost  of  Imperial 
Defence,  including  India  and  the  Crown 
Colonies,  and  excluding  the  self- govern- 
ing   Colonies;    also     the     total     cost, 
approximately,   of  the   Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Service  to  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  of  the  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) :  I  am  not 
able  to  give  this  information,  but  if  the 
hon.  Member  will  repeat  the  Question 
later  on  I  will  inquire  what  can  be 
done. 


Colonial  Competition  with  British 
Industries. 

Mr.    HUMPHREYS-OWEN    (Mont- 

fomeryshire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
,ord  of  the  Treasury  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  the 
Government  of  Canada  has  given  bounties 
on  lead,  and  that  of  New  Zealand  ia 
about  to  organise  the  sale  of  New  Zealand 
mutton  in  competition  with  English 
mutton  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  Govern- 
ment will  take  measures  to  protect  British 
producers  of  lead  and  mutton  against  thh 
unfair  competition,  in  the  same  mannei 
as  they  have  protected  the  West  Indiar 
sugar  planters. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  no 
official  information  on  the  matters  to 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  refers  in  his 
Question. 

Fiscal  Inquiry— Pay  of  [Government  Em 
ployees. 

Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasur 
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whether  the  proposed  inquiry  into  the 
fiscal  policy  of  the  country  will  include 
the  consideration  of  such  higher  pay  to 
11  persons  employed  under  Government 
s  will  meet  the  higher  price  of  food  and 
other  articles. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  admire  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  thirst  for  information, 
but  he  really  wishes  to  have  every  subject 
in  which  he  is  interested  hitched  on  to 
the  inquiry.  I  do  not  think  that  would 
be  an  expedient  course. 

Mr.  WEIR:   Is   not  the   right   hon. 
*  rentleman  aware  that  the  Colonial  Secre- 
i  ary  has  stated  that  food  will  be  dearer 
nd  wages  higher  ? 

Mr.  FLAVIN:  Better  begin  by 
increasing  the  wages  of  Cabinet 
Ministers. 

Fiscal  Returns 
Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.) :  I  beg  to 
tsk  the*  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  in  connection  with  the  Fiscal 
Inquiry,  the  statistical  departments  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  or  the  Customs  House 
have  been  required  to  furnish  any 
Returns  this  year  different  from  and  in 
excess  of  those  usually  supplied  and 
published  ;  and  whether  the  Government 
can  place  the  forms  of  any  such  Returns 
on  the  Order  Paper  of  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Sir  CHARLES  M'LAREN:  I  beg 
also  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  in  the  inquiry  which  is  being 
conducted  as  to  our  fiscal  relations  with 
the  colonies  and  foreign  countries,  any 
advice  or  information  is  being  required 
from  the  Treasury,  or  whether  the 
figures  which  have  been  asked  for  are 
being  prepared  entirely  by  the  Board  of 
Trade. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  It  would  be 
I  desirable  for  the  House  to  see  the  Returns 
which  are  in  course  of  preparation.  I 
I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  there 
will  be  valuable  suggestions  made  to 
supplement  these  Returns,  and  I  think  it 
will  be  desirable  to  wait  until  they  are 
put  into  the  hands  of  Members  before 
any  further  suggestions  are  made. 

Sir  H.    CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs)  :  Will  they  be   in  the 
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hands  of  Members  any  considerable  time 
before  the  end  of  this  session ;  otherwise, 
what  opportunity  shall  we  have  of  obtain- 
ing this  additional  information  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Hon.  Members 
will  retain  the  power  of  reading,  thinking, 
and  inwardly  digesting,  even  when  the 
House  is  up. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
But  not  of  asking  and  getting. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  quite 
ready  to  consider  any  suggestions  that 
are  made,  whether  the  House  is  sitting  or 
not. 

Mr.  LOUGH:  Can  the  Returns  be 
placed  on  the  Order  Paper  of  the  House. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  do  not  think 
that  is  very  desirable. 

Sir  CHARLES  M'LAREN  :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  not  answered  my 
Question. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  see 
that  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  any- 
body is  concerned  as  to  the  particular 
methods  by  which  any  figures  we  may  be 
able  to  lay  before  the  House  are  being 
collected.  If  they  prove  to  be  insufficient 
or  unsatisfactory,  we  shall  be  glad  to 
supplement  them.  We  are  doing  our 
best  to  make  the  information  we  are 
supplying  satisfactory. 

Sir  CHARLES  M'LAREN  :  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  lay  on  the  Table 
the  exact  terms  of  reference  to  the  De- 
partments 1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  No,  Sir  ;  the 
hon.  Gentleman  is  most  unreasonable. 
Perhaps  he  is  not  alone  in  that.  Why 
should  a  Cabinet  inquiry  of  this  kind 
be  conducted  on  formal  lines  which  are 
quite  appropriate  to  a  Royal  Commission 
or  a  Committee  of  this  House,  but  which 
would  be  most  inappropriate  and  incon- 
venient with  regard  to  an  investigation 
such  as  we  are  conducting  ? 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
Is  not  the  reply  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man this — that  the  inquiry  is  being 
conducted,   not   for   the    benefit    of   the 


Cabinet,   but  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
country  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Yres,  Sir,  I 
trust  the  whole  country  will  benefit  by 
the  inquiry ;  but  in  the  meanwhilo  it  is 
an  inquiry  by  the  Cabinet  for  the 
Cabinet. 

Administration  of  Ecclesiastical  Funds- 
Poverty  of  the  Clergy. 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  poverty  of 
many  of  the  clergy  of  the  Established 
Church  of  England  and  Wales,  and  the 
importance  of  making  adequate  provision 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  parochial 
ministry,  His  Majesty's  Government  will 
advise  the  early  appointment  of  a  Royal 
Commission  to  inquire  into  the  present 
distribution  and  administration  of  ecclesi- 
astical funds  and  properties,  the  necessary 
or  possible  measure  of  re-adjustment  of 
episcopal  and  other  ecclesiastical  endow- 
ments, together  with  methods  of  securing 
such  re-adjustment,  and  into  other 
schemes  for  benefiting  the  pecuniary- 
condition  of  the  clergy ;  and  to  report 
thereon  without  delay. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  this 
Question  is  substantially  in  agreement 
with  the  Question  which  the  hon.  Member 
put  last  year.  I  then  replied  that  I 
entirely  agreed  with  him  about  the 
poverty  of  the  clergy,  but  I  could  not 
assent  to  the  appointment  of  the  Royal 
Commission.  Perhaps  I  may  remind  the 
hon.  Gentleman  that  the  work  of  diminish- 
ing this  evil  is  being  actively  carried  on 
by  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  and, 
in  the  case  of  very  small  livings,  by 
Queen  Anne's  Bounty.  If  the  hon. 
Member  will  look  at  the  Report  he  will 
see  how  considerable  are  the  endowments 
contributed  by  the  Ecclesiastical  Com- 
missioners and  how  substantial  are  the 
amounts  contributed  from  private  sources. 

Sin  HENRY  FOWLER  (Wolver- 
hampton, E.)  :  May  I  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  whether,  after  what  he 
has  just  said,  he  proposes  to  proceed  with 
the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  Bill, 
which  virtually  proposes  to  take  away 
from  what  is  available  for  the  augmenta- 
tion of  small  livings  a  capital  sum  of 
£30,000  or  £40,000  in  order  to  increase 
the  staff  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Commission, 
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which  is  already  one  of  the  most  expensive 
departments  of  the  State  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  it  is 
important  to  proceed  with  that  Bill. 

Sugar  Imports. 
Mb.  LOUGH:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether 
he  can  now  announce  for  the 
guidance  of  sugar  importers  whether 
the  usual  August  contracts  for  sugars 
from  Austria  and  Hungary  can  be 
entered  into  this  year;  and  whether, 
seeing  that  exporters  from  those  countries 
can  make  delivery  late  in  the  month, 
the  Government  will  undertake  that  no 
difficulties  will  be  placed  in  the  way  of 
such  sugars  being  landed  under  any 
provision  of  the  Sugar  Convention  Bill. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  There  is  noth- 
ing in  the  Convention,  or  in  any  pro- 
vision of  the  Sugar  Convention  Bill,  that 
can  give  rise,  as  far  as  I  know,  to  any 
impediment  to  the  importation  of  sugar 
from  Austria  or  Hungary  in  existing 
circumstances,  either  now  or  after  the 
Convention  comes  into  force  on  1st 
September,  provided  the  sugar  be  ac- 
companied by  such  certificate  as  to  origin 
as  may  be  prescribed 

Mr.  LOUGH:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  Convention 
has  condemned  the  system  which  existed 
in  Austria  and  Hungary  and  the  matter 
has  not  been  cleared  up  in  recent  Papers. 

Mr.  A.  J  BALFOUR:  I  hope  it  will 
be  cleared  up  by  the  Answer  which  I 
have  just  given  to  the  House,  which  I 
believe  to  be  accurate. 

Shipping  Agreements 
Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  have 
His  Majesty's  Government  now  completed 
the  agreement  they  had  come  to  on 
30th  September,  1902,  with  the  Ameri- 
can International  Mercantile  Marine 
Association,  and  have  they  completed 
the  Agreement  with  the  Cunard  Com- 
pany for  subsidies  to  those  two  bodies  ; 
and  in  view  of  the  delays  that  have 
occurred,  can  he  now  undertake  that 
these  agreements  shall  be  laid  upon  the 
Table  of  this  House,   and  an  adequate 


opportunity   be  afforded  for   their  dis- 
cussion within  any  definite  time. 

MR  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  first  of 
the  agreements  mentioned  by  the  hon. 
Member  is  not  yet  finally  settled.  The 
second  only  awaits  the  approval  of  the 
shareholders  of  the  Cunanl  Company, 
who  have  to  be  consulted  as  to  the 
necessary  changes  in  the  Articles  of 
Association.  I  bear  in  mind  the  pledge, 
which  I  have  more  than  once  given,  that 
an  opportunity  shall  be  given  for  discus- 
sion. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Cannot  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  now  state  any 
definite  time  I 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  afraid 
not.  The  Government  are  only  one  of 
the  parties  to  negotiations,  and  we  can- 
not fix  the  time  when  these  negotiations 
are  likely  to  be  brought  to  a  sucoessful 
issue. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  Dun- 
dee) :  In  what  form  will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  take  the  opinion  of  the 
House  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  cannot  say 
without  further  consideration,  but  I  do 
not  think  there  should  be  any  difficulty 
in  finding  a  proper  method  of  doing  so. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  inform  the 
House  what  will  be  the  business  on  the 
unassigned  days  of  this  week  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  To-morrow 
the  Irish  Land  Bill  stands  for  Third 
Reading,  as  the  first  order.  We  shall 
then  take  the  Committee  Resolution  on 
the  Military  Loans  Bill,  and  next  in  order 
the  Scotch  Licensing  Bill,  the  Employ- 
ment of  Children  Bill,  and  Naval  Works 
(Committee).  That  will  be  the  order  on 
the  Order  Paper.  On  Wednesday  I 
shall  put  down  the  Third  Reading  of 
the  London  (Education)  Bill,  and  further 
stages  of  Bills  now  advanced  after  that ; 
and  on  Thursday,  the  Foreign  Office 
Vote  and  Class  5.  On  Friday  I  shall 
probably  take  the  Military  Loans  Bill 
Second  Reading,  and  I  shall  put  next  in 
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order  the  South  African  Loans  Bill,  Second 
Reading.  1  hope  the  House  will  regard 
that  as  a  provisional  suggestion,  and  not 
as  a  specific  pledge. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  Was  it 
not  intimated  that  the  South  African 
Loans  Bill  would  be  the  first  order 
v.hen  it  came  on  t 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  If  any  promise 
of  that  kind  was  made  it  will  be  fulfilled. 
I  have  forgotten  if  I  gave  any  pledge. 

Mb.  BRYCE:  I  am  sure  it  will  be 
the  general  feeling  that  it  should  be  made 
the  first  order. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  May  I  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  any 
final  arrangement  has  been  made  as  to 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Sugar  Con- 
vention Bill  and  the  Irish  Development 
Grant  Bill. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  can  give  no 
forecast  as  regards  the  Irish  Development 
Grant  Bill,  but  1  hope  to  take  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Sugar  Convention  Bill 
early  next  week. 

POOR  PRISONERS'  DEFENCE  BILL. 
Reported,  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence  : 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     [No.  264.] 

Bill,  as  amended,  re-committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  for  Friday, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  285.] 

PATRIOTIC  FUND. 
Mr.  GALLOWAY  (Manchester, 
S.  W.) :  I  wish  to  ask  whether  this  Bill 
has  not  been  put  down  by  inadvertence 
today,  inasmuch  as  this  is  the  day  allotted 
to  Supply,  and  under  Standing  Orders  no 
business  other  than  Supply  can  be  taken 
before  midnight.  If  my  hon.  friend 
brings  in  this  Bill  will  not  the  day  cease 
to  be  a  day  allotted  to  Supply  ? 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  Clearly  the  Standing 
Order  does  not  mean  that  nothing  shall 
be  done  except  Supply  before  midnight, 
otherwise  we  could  not  take  Questions  ami 
unopposed  Returns  and  other  business  of 
that    nature.       The    word    business    as 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 


quoted  from  the  Standing  Order  means 
Orders  of  the  Day  and  notices  of  Motion 
and  such  Motions  as  are  usually  put  down 
with  the  Orders  of  the  Day.  It  does  not 
include  a  Motion  like  this  taken  at  the 
commencement  of  public  business. 

The  CIVIL  LORD  of  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Pretyman,  Suffolk,  Wood- 
bridge) :  In  asking  leave  to  introduce  a 
Bill  to  reorganise  the  administration  of 
the  Patriotic  Fund,  I  may  say  at  once  I 
do  not  propose  to  detain  the  House  at 
any  length,  as  I  am  proceeding  under 
what  is  known  as  the  Ten  Minutes  Rule. 
The  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  reconstitute 
the  body  which  has  the  administration  of 
funds  subscribed  to  provide  for  the 
widows,  children,  and  other  dependents 
of  those  who  lost  their  lives  in  the  service 
of  the  Crown.  Those  funds  since  1854 
have  been  administered  by  the  Royal 
Patriotic  Commission.  The  powers  of 
the  Commission  have  been  modified  and 
extended  since  that  date,  and  in  the 
interval  it  has  accumulated  a  very  con- 
siderable property,  including  an  invested 
sum  of  £1,250,000.  It  also  has  a  valuable 
property  at  Clapham.  The  constitution 
of  the  Commission  is  of  a  dual  character, 
and  it  is  in  no  sense  popular.  It  consists 
of  a  number  of  exotfirio  members  and  of 
members  appointed  by  the  Crown  for  life, 
and  therefore  it  cannot  be  said  to  be  in 
general  touch  with  the  country.  Mainly 
on  that   account,  I    believe,   there  has 

I  been   very   considerable   public  dissatis- 

I  faction  with  the  administration  of  the 
funds  by  the  Patriotic  Commissioners 

;  I  would  not  for  a  moment  attempt  to 
lay  down  whether  that  dissatisfaction 
is  justifiable  or  not;  but  I  think  it 
will  be  agreed   that  the  main  cause  of 

|  the  dissatisfaction  is  what  I  think  may 
be  justly  called  the  want  of  sympathy 
between  the  country  and  the  Commis- 
sion, whose  operations  and  administration 
are  of  a  rather  secret  character.  In  the 
administration  of  a  large  fund  of  this 
character  it  is  impossible  to  satisfy  all 
the  allottees  Complaints  are  made  in 
public  in  consequence,  while  the  answers 
given  by  the  Patriotic  Commissioners  do 
not  reach  the  ears  of  the  public.  At  the 
same  time,  it  is  only  right  to  say  that 
no  definite  complaint  or  accusation  has 
ever  really  been  brought  home  to  the 
Patriotic  CominisMoners,  and  the  Joint 

;  Committee  presided  over  by  Lord  James, 
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which    recently   investigated   the  ques-  /  funds,  and  consequently  another  inquiry 


tion,  spoke  most  highly  of  the  financial 
administration  of  the  Commissioners.  I 
think  the  House  will  most  gladly  recog- 
nise the  amount  of  unselfish  work  which 
t!ie  Commissioners  have  given  to  the 
carrying  out  of  their  duties,  and  also 
the  seal  and  ability  with  which  the 
Duke  of  Cambridge  has  presided  over 
the  proceedings  of  the  Commission. 
When  the  question  was  first  taken  up, 
His  Royal  Highness  wrote  to  the  Prime 
Minister  to  say  that  the  Commissioners 
welcomed  inquiry, and  no  question  of  their 
charter  would  be  allowed  to  stand  in  the 
way  of  any  action  that  might  be  decided 
upon,  and  the  Prime  Minister  admitted 
— and  the  House  will  agree  with  him — 
that  the  country  owed  a  great  debt  of 
gratitude  to  those  who  had  administered 
the  fund.  If  the  present  Bill  is  accepted 
bv  the  House,  I  hope  it  will  be  in 
a  spirit  of  recognition  of  that  debt  of 
gratitude,  and  as  not  implying  any 
slight  whatever  upon  the  Commissioners. 

The  public  interest  in  this  question  was 
brought  to  a  head  by  the  outbreak  of 
the    South    African    War — an    interest 
which   was    very    largely    focus^ed  and 
expressed    by    the     hon.    Member    for 
Devonport,  who  has  taken  a  continuous 
interest  in  the  question,  has  asked  many 
questions  on   it,  and  was  a  member  o\ 
the    Committee    on    whose  Report   the 
Bill  is  founded.     By  the  interest  he  has 
displayed,    both    in    the  legislative    and 
administrative  conduct  of  the  question, 
the  hon.  Member  has  entitled  himself  to 
the  confidence  of  the  country  and  of  the 
House.      Owing    to    the    war,    several 
funds    were    started,    mainly    by   great 
organs    of    the   Press,    the    Daily    Tele- 
graph, the  Scotsman,  and  the  Daily  Mail, 
and,  public  attention  having  thus  been 
drawn    to    the    existing    discontent,   a 
Committee  presided  over  by  Mr.  Justice 
Henn  Collins  was  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  administration   of    the   funds, 
and    this    was    followed    by   the  Joint 
Committee,   of  which  Lord   James  was 
the     Chairman.       Mr.     Justice    Henn 
Collins's  Committee  recommended   that 
a  State  pension  should  be  granted,  and, 
acting  on    that,   a  State  pension  of  5s. 
to  widows,  with  an  extra  sum  for  each 
child,  was  granted.     But  naturally  there 
was   overlapping  between   the  different 


was  decided  upon.  Lord  James  s  Com- 
mittee recommended  that  there  should 
be  two  Pension  Boards  formed — one  for 
the  Army  and  one  for  the  Navy — and 
that  these  Boards  should  administer  the 
State  pensions  and  all  locally  subscribed 
funds,  as  well  as  the  property  of  tie 
Patriotic  Commission.  But  when  the 
question  came  to  be  investigated  it  was 
not  considered  desirable  to  create  these 
two  official  Pension  Boards.  It  was 
thought  better  to  leave  the  administra- 
tion of  the  State  pensions  in  the  hands 
of  the  official  bodies  of  the  Admiralty 
and  the  War  Office,  who  have  the  neces- 
sary machinery  and  all  the  information 
requisite  for  their  administration,  and  to 
create  one  body  which  shall  be  in  close 
touch  with  both  the  Admiralty  and  the 
War  Office,  but  which  shall  at  the  same 
time  contain  such  an  element  of  popular 
representation  as  will  enable  it  to 
command  the  confidence  of  the  public. 
We  believe  this  plan  will  be  simpler  than 
that  recommended  by  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee, and  that  it  will  tend  to  facilitate 
administration  and  economy  if  we  have 
the  Admiralty  and  the  War  Office  in  co- 
ordination with  this  one  body  instead  of 
having  two  Pension  Boards.  On  this 
principle  the  Bill  proposes  to  create  a 
single  body 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  Order !  I 
think  the  hon.  Member  is  exceeding  the 
usual  limit  of  time — ten  minutes. 

Mb.  PRETYMAN :  I  wish  to  explain 
the  Bill,  and  was  not  aware  there  was 
any  Rule  of  ten  minutes. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  A  brief  statement  is 
allowed,  and  ten  minutes  is  generally 
considered  to  be  the  limit. 

Mr.  PRETYMAN:  Am  I  not  to  make 
any  explanation  of  the  Bill  at  all,  Sir  ? 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  If  the  hon.  Member 
can  conclude  in  a  minute  or  two,  but 
not  more  than  that. 

Mr.  PRETYMAN :  I  imagine  this  is 
a  thing  which  interests  the  House.  The 
Bill  creates  a  single  body  which  will  be 
called  the  Royal  Patriotic  Fund  Corpora- 
tion.   That  body  will  be  constituted  of 
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six  members  appointed  by  the  Crown, 
of  whom  one  will  be  the  President ;  then 
there  will  be  the  Chairman  of  every 
County  Council  throughout  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  every  Lord  Mayor  and  Mayor 
of  county  boroughs  in  England  and 
Ireland,  and  the  Lord  Provosts  and 
Provosts  of  towns  of  over  20,000  inhabi- 
tants in  Scotland.  In  addition  this  body 
will  co-opt  six  further  members,  and 
there  will  be  up  to  seven  members  also 
co-opted  to  represent  any  local  funds 
which  are  specially  created. 

An  Hon.  Member:  Where  will  they 
meet? 

Mb.  PRETYMAN  said  the  corporation 
itself  would  meet  once  in  every  year ;  the 
official  members  would  be  appointed  for 
three-year  terms  only,  and  would  retire 
ac  the  end  of  the  three  years.  In  the 
first  instance,  the  twelve  appointed  mem- 
bers would  be  all  appointed  by  the  Crown, 
as  it  was  evidently  impossible  to  co-opt 
members  until  the  body  was  created. 
After  the  first  term  of  three 


Mr. GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis): 
Mr.  Speaker,  the  hon.  Member  is  exceed- 
ing the  limits  allowed  by  the  Rule. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  If  the  Bill  requires 
an  elaborate  explanation  beiore  the 
particulars  are  given,  and  then  the 
particulars  are  to  be  gone  into  in  detail, 
it  ought  not  to  be  introduced  under  this 
Rule. 

Mr.  PRETYMAN  said  the  corporation 
would  appoint  an  executive  committee, 
who  would  do  the  business  of  the  cor- 
poration. He  hoped  the  Bill  would  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  hon.  Members  to-morrow 
morning.  He  might  say  that  if  this  Bill 
were  regarded  as  of  a  contentious 
character  it  could  not  pass  this  session, 
but  he  trusted  it  might  meet  with  general 
approval 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  reorganise  the  administration  of  the 
Patriotic  Fund." — (Mr.  Pretyman.) 

Mr.  KEARLEY  (Devonport)  thought 

the   House  would  agree   that  a  Bill  so 

complicated   should   not    be    introduced 

under  the  Ten  Minutes  Rule,  \>ut,  at  tfo* 

Mr.  Pretyman, 


j  same  time,  he  hoped  hon.  Members  would 
I  realise  the  great  necessity  of  passing  a 
j  Bill  of  this  character.      He  m  understood 
I  that  the   new  body   would   differ  in   a 
I  marked  degree  from  the  old,  and  would 
!  be  more  democratic  in   character.     Any 
new  body,  unless  it  had  the  public  confi- 
dence, was  bound  to  fail,  and   the  only 
way  to  obtain   that   confidence  was   to 
administer  the  funds  in  accordance  with 
the  wishes  of  those  who  supplied  them. 
!  The  money  which  had  been  subscribed  in 
past  years  had  been  subscribed  with  the 
idea  that  it  should  by  degrees  be  com- 
pletely exhausted  on  behalf  of  those  for 
whom  it  was  intended,  but  that  had  not 
been  the  policy  of  the  Patriotic  Commis- 
sion, who  nad  endeavoured  to  husband  or 
hoard  their  resources. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Pretyman  and  Mr.  Arnold-Forster. 

PATRIOTIC  FUND  BILL. 
To  reorganise  the  administration  of  the 
Patriotic  Fund,  presented  accordingly, 
and  read  the  first  time;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  286.] 

SUPPLY. 
[18th  Allotted  Day.] 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.   J.   W.    Lowther   (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVENUE 
DEPARTMENTS  ESTIMATES,  1903-4. 

Class  IV. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £617,101,  be 
granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the 
sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  3  J  st  day  of  March, 
1904,  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  National  Education  in  Ireland, 
including  a  Grant  in  Aid  of  the  Teachers 
Pension  Fund,  Ireland." 

Mr.  T.   W.   RUSSELL  (Tyrone,   S.) 
called  attention  to  the  state  and  situation 
of   some   of   the  buildings  of   the  Marl- 
borough Street  Training  College,  Dublin. 
\  T\ifctfc  \jet*  tout  colleges — three  of  them 
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were  denominational,  and  one  was  a 
Government  concern  and  was  undenomi- 
national. The  denominational  colleges  in 
1891  were  first  put  on  a  proper  footing 
And  endowed  by  Parliament.  They 
were  then  all  freehold,  and  large  grants 
were  made  by  which  the  freeholds  were 
granted  to  the  denominations.  A  very 
large  sum  of  money,  something  like 
£80,000,  was  spent  on  the  denominational  J 
colleges  at  the  time,  but  when  they  came 
to  the  undenominational  college  it  was  a 
different  thing  altogether.  The  unde- 
nominational and  Government  buildings 
were  in  a  locality  part  of  which  was  J 
haunted  by  some  of  the  worst  characters  I 
of  the  city,  from  whom  blasphemous  and  1 
immoral  language  was  heard.  This,  I 
surely  was  not  a  fit  residence  for  students  I 
who  would  become  teachers  in  national  J 
schools.  A  deputation  waited  on  the| 
Chief  Secretary  in  1901  with  regard 
to  the  matter,  and  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary practically  supported  their  de- 
mand. In  1902  the  Treasury  expressed 
regret  at  being  unable,  in  consequence 
of  the  pressure  on  the  finances  of 
the  country,  to  place  the  money  on  the 
Votes,  but  in  1903  a  wholly  different 
position  was  taken  up,  and  the  Treasury 
then  stated  that  they  had  given  careful 
consideration  to  the  application,  but  had 
not  been  convinced  that  such  expenditure 
was  necessitated  by  the  actual  condition 
of  the  college,  and  that,  even  if  it  were 
otherwise,  the  danger  of  the  precedent 
would  be  so  great  that  they  were  not 
prepared  to  take  the  matter  up.  In  view 
of  the  facts  which  he  had  stated,  he  sub- 
mitted that  the  Chief  Secretary  ought 
again  to  approach  the  Treasury,  declaring 
that  these  students  were  housed  in 
insanitary  dwellings  in  the  centre  of  an 
immoral  district.  That  was  not  a  fit 
position  in  which  to  place  the  men  and 
women  who  in  the  future  would  be  the 
national  teachers  of  Ireland.  Without 
going  into  the  question  of  denomina- 
tionalism,  he  contended  that  the  college 
in  Marlborough  Street  had  a  right  to 
be  put  in  a  position  of  equality  with  the 
denominational  colleges. 


neighbourhood  was  certainly  not  a  proper 
one  in  which  to  train  those  who  had  to 
discharge  the  al'-important  national 
duty  of  educating  the  boys  and  girls  of 
the  country.  The  college,  which  had 
done  excellent  work  in  the  past,  was 
undenominational ;  it  might  almost  be 
called  a  national  institution.  Students 
of  all  classes  and  creeds  had  gathered 
there,  and  had  found  that,  though  they 
might  differ  politically  and  theologically, 
they  could  work  together  in  the  great 
national  work  of  improving  the  condition 
of  the  country.  He  believed  that  if 
Irishmen  could  only  meet  together  more, 
and  discuss  in  an  intelligent  and 
reasonable  manner  various  subjects 
which  now  engendered  heat,  they  would 
soon  rise  above  many  of  the  prejudices 
which  tended  to  injure  the  character  of 
the  country.  The  question  of  the  better 
training  of  teachers  was  a  very  large  one. 
The  people  of  Ireland  were  hoping  soon 
to  have  placed  before  them  a  great  edu- 
cational scheme  which  would  enable  ths 
children  of  the  peasantry  to  pass  from 
the  national  school,  through  the  inter- 
mediate institution  to  the  University. 
In  such  a  scheme — and  until  it  was 
established  Ireland  would  never  advance 
to  the  position  warranted  by  the  genius 
and  intelligence  of  her  sons — one  of  the 
most  important  features  would  be  the 
establishment  of  the  best  means  of 
training  the  men  into  whose  hands  would 
be  placed  the  teaching  of  90  per  cent,  of 
the  children  of  the  country,  and  no 
system  would  yield  the  best  results  which 
did  not  bring  the  voung  men  into  some 
connection  with  the  University.  It  was 
not  to  the  benefit  of  education  that 
teachers  should  be  trained  Catholics  and 
Protestants  separately  ;  they  ought  to  be 
brought  into  touch  with  the  higher 
thought,  wider  views  and  greater 
tolerance  afforded  by  the  University. 
His  idea  would  be  to  have  a  great 
national  University,  to  which  all  classes 
in  the  country  could  go  without  any 
sacrifice  of  principle  and  secure  the 
l  highest  education  possible ;  and  in  such  a 
University  special  provision  should  be 
made  for  the  training  of  teachers. 


With  regard  to  the  general  question  of 
education  in  Ireland  it  was  felt  that  the 


Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.)  desired,  as  one  who  had  spent  two  | 
years  in  the  college  referred  to,  to  asso-  present  system  had  lamentably  failed  ; 
ciate  himself  with  the  remarks  of  the  instead  of  enabling  those  who  were 
hon.  Member  for   South  Tyrone.     The '  taught    to  advat^  vcl  \x*&&  «&>  ^^- 
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would  very  soon  cease  to  mismanage  the 
work  of  Irish  education.  He  trusted  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  would  see  that 
the  day  had  passed  when  such  Boards 
should  be  entrusted  with  important  work 
like  the  education  of  the  Irish  children. 


meroe  its  result  had  been  to  turn 
Irishmen  away  from  all  knowledge  of  or 
interest  in  their  own  country.  The 
Board  in  Dublin  consisted  of  twenty 
men — ten  Catholics  and  ten  Protestants 
— selected  with  little  or  no  regard  to 
their  qualifications  for  the  office.  Too 
many  had  been  selected  because  they 
were  political  partisans.  That  was  not 
a  proper  way  in  which  to  form  a  Board 
by  which  the  education  of  a  country  was 
to  be  administered.  The  members  were  I 
not  representative  of  the  people ;  they 
were  not  responsible  to  or  officially 
represented  in  Parliament ;  and  they 
were  able  to  disregard  the  demands  of 
those  entitled  to  speak  for  the  educational 
needs  of  the  country.  He  desired  to 
make  a  direct  attack  on  the  National 
Board,  who,  he  contended,  had  done 
Kttle  or  nothing  during  the  sixty  years 
of  their  existence  for  the  real  benefit  of  edu- 
cation. This  National  Board  had  bad  a  free 
hand  with  full  powers  to  do  as  they 
pleased  twoor  three  years  ago,  but  after  the 
Commission  had  sat  and  various  dis- 
cussions taken  place  in  this  House,  they 
found  that  at  last  they  must  change 
the  old  system  in  order  to  keep  abreast 
of  the  times.  When  the  merest  smatter- 
ing of  science  was  introduced  where  had 
they  to  go  for  the  men  to  teach 
science  ?  They  had  to  come  across 
to  England  and  Scotland.  He  blamed 
the  men  of  the  past  whose  system  was  so 
utterly  wanting  that  no  men  were  trained 
in  Ireland  capable  of  taking  up  these  j 
positions.  It  was  a  disgrace  to  the 
educational  institutions  in  Ireland  that  a 
few  years  ago  when  the  technical  depart- 
ment was  established  they  had  to  go 
across  to  Scotland  and  England  in  order 
to  find  men  to  fill  the  highly  salaried 
positions  in  that  department.  That  was 
a  proof  that  those  institutions  had  totally 
and  wholly  neglected  the  work  placed  in 
their  charge.  There  was  not  in  England, 
Scotland,  Canada,  America,  Germany, 
France,  or  any  country  in  the  world,  a 
system  of  education  administered  like 
the  Irish  system.  Many  members  of 
the  National  Board  only  came  to  the 
meetings  whenever  thero  was  a  "  job  "  on, 
in  order  to  vote  their  men  to  these  posi- 
tions. Until  some  change  was  made  which 
would  place  the  education  of  Irish  children 
in  the  hands  of  the  Irish  people,  the 
Irish  child  would  never  make  any  pro- 
gress. He  hoped  the  National  Board 
Mr.  Thomas  ff Domett. 


With  regard  to  education  itself,  how 
were  they  to  get  in  Ireland  a  system  of  edu- 
cation which  would  enable  the  child  of  the 
peasant  to  take  its  place  in  the  life  of  the 
country.  How  were  they  to  get  a  system 
which  would  enable  Irish  children  to  come 
forward  in  the  industrial  and  commercial 
world  to  compete  with  Englishmen,  Scotch- 
men, Germans,  and  Americans  \  How 
were  they  to  raise  the  Irish  peasant  child 
from  the  position  in  which  a  bad  system 
of  education  had  placed  him  ?  They  must 
first  of  all  place  the  management  of  the 
educational  system  in  the  hands  of  the 
people  themselves.  It  was  useless  to  his 
mind  to  bring  forward  systems  of  educa- 
tion if  they  had  not  at  the  same  time  a 
well  trained,  a  highly  qualified,  and  a  well 
paid  body  of  men  to  administer  that 
system.  By  this  arrangement  alone  could 
they  secure  that  Irish  boys  and  girls 
should  rise  in  the  future  to  that  eminence 
to  which  he  thought  their  natural  ability 
and  genius  entitled  them.  He  only  wished 
on  this  occasion  to  deal  with  the  main  points 
and  policy  of  the  educational  system,  leav- 
ing the  details  for  the  present.  He  had 
already  suggested  that  it  would  be  abso- 
lutely essential  if  they  wished  to  improve 
the  educational  system  of  Ireland  to  give 
the  future  Irish  teachers  an  opportunity 
of  being  trained  in  contact  with  University 
men  where  their  education  would  be 
improved,  and  when  they  would  become 
better  citizens.  He  wished  to  impress 
upon  the  Chief  Secretary  that  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  that  the  men  in 
whose  hands  would  be  placed  the  daily 
lives  of  half  a  million  of  Irish  children 
ought  to  have  everything  that  was 
possible  done  for  them  in  order  to  give 
them  a  good  education.  They  had  already 
discussed  the  subject  of  the  National 
Board.  He  had  that  day  put  a  Question 
to  the  Chief  Secretary  in  reference  to  the 
delay  in  regard  to  the  oral  examinations 
in  Irish  as  compared  with  the  written 
examinations,  and  he  was  glad  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  given  him  a 
satisfactory  reply.  An  attempt  was  made 
in  regard  to  Colonel  Moore's  school  to* 
prevent  the  teachers  being  paid  the 
,  aaWtea  dwfc  to  ttam  for  the  year's  work. 
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Colonel  Moore  said  that  600  pupils  had 
been  attending  the  evening  school  and 
great  enthusiasm  was  aroused  in  the 
work.  Here  was  the  one  thing  which 
brightened  the  lives  of  young  children 
and  made  their  evenings  more  entertain- 
ing, and  yet  the  National  Board  tried  by 
every  means  in  its  power  to  check  such 
a  system  and  refused  to  pay  the  salaries  of 
the  teachers.  He  h  oped  the  Board  would 
naver  again  take  up  the  absurd  and  un- 
tenable position  which  they  took  up  in 
regard  to  this  matter. 

He   wished  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the    Chief    Secretary    for    Ireland    to  a 
few  important  matters   which  he  hoped 
would  tend  to  improve  the  educational 
life  of  the  children  in  Ireland.     He  would 
give  some  striking  extracts  from  the  Irish  | 
inspector's  reports  dealing  with  the  staffing  ! 
of  the    Irish   schools,   heating,   sanitary  ; 
accommodation,  and  other  matters,  and  | 
when   the   right  hon.  Gentleman   heard  | 
them,  he  thought  he  would  agree  that  a  | 
strong  case  had  been  made  out  for  doing  j 
something   to     improve    the    conditions ) 
which  existed  at  the  present  time.     Mr.  ' 
Downing,  chief  inspector,  reports —  ; 

"  ( 1)  Cabins  of  the  rudest  type  are  still  to  be 
met  with  as  the  habitations  of  national  schools. 
There  remain  numerous  cases  of  uncomfortable 
school  houses  and  insanitary  and   inadequate  : 
premises. 

"  (2)  Complaints  are  frequently  made  of  the  | 
discomfort  of  school  rooms  in  winter  from  want  : 
of  proper  heating.  I 

*•  (3)  The  entire  absence  of  a  playground  is  a  i 
common  defect." 

Those  who  had  seen  the  Irish  child 
coming  barefooted  into  a  school  with  an 
earthen  floor,  broken  windows  and  sky- 
light, where  the  child  had  to  stand 
shivering  the  whole  day  long,  knew  the 
necessity  for  something  being  done 
immediately.  How  was  it  possible  that 
such  a  child  could  give  his  attention  to 
educational  work.  It  was  an  absolute 
waste  of  time  to  attend  school  under 
such  conditions.  It  was  cruelty  that  a 
little  Irish  boy  should  be  subjected  to 
such  conditions,  which  would  be  a  dis- 
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grace  even  to  a  barbarous  nation.  It 
would  be  a  disgrace  to  those  who  were 
sent  to  the  House  of  Commons  to  dis- 
charge national  work  if  they  did  not  do 
everything  in  their  power  to  make  the 
conditions  under  w  hich  Irish  boys  spent 
their  tender  years  better  and  more  favour 
able  than  they  were  at  the  present  time. 
Mr.  Dalton  says — 

"(1)  There  are  no  local  organisations',  no 
funds,  and  consequently  no  regular  arrange- 
ments for  the  periodical  and  timely  renovation 
of  the  large  majority  of  school  houses. 

"(2)  No  regular  provision  is  made  for  the 
heating  of  the  schools  during  winter.  I  was 
surprised  and  pained  during  the  last  three 
months  to  witness  the  total  disregard  of  the 
most  elementary  claims  of  the  health  and  com- 
fort of  the  children  that  prevails  in  this 
respect.  During  the  month  of  October  last  I 
visited  over  sixty  schools  of  the  district,  and 
everyone  knows  that  the  weather  throughout 
the  month  was  exceptionally  wet  and  inclement, 
yet,  in  the  schools  visited  incidentally,  1  came 
on  only  three  that  had  got  fires." 

What  did  hon.  Members  think  of  only 
three  schools  out  of  sixty  having  fires 
on  a  bitter  cold  winter's  day.  They 
might  spend  money  on  education 
and  new  systems  for  the  training  of 
teachers,  but  under  the  conditions  he 
had  mentioned  education  was  impossible; 
He  had  numerous  other  extracts  from 
the  reports  of  inspectors,  who  came  into 
contact  with  the  lives  of  the  children, 
and  almost  all  referred  to  the  entire 
absence  of  proper  sanitary  accommoda- 
tion.    Dr.  Moran  stated  that — 

"  The  out  offices,  instead  of  being  an  ad- 
vantage, are  in  some  instances  a  dangerous 
source  of  disease  and  death." 

This  was  a  condition  of  things  that 
ought  not  to  prevail  in  connection  with 
the  Irish  educational  system,  and  he 
trusted  that  the  Chief  Secretary  would 
consider  these  matters  now  that  he  had 
money  at  his  disposal  which  could  be 
devoted  to  Irish  national  education. 
England  was  last  year  voted  £1,400,000 
additional  for  improving  the  education  of 
the  children  of  the  country.  Scotland, 
as  a  result,  without  aiuj  Vt<sd&fe  %^»  ** 
further  grant  ol  &1\1$fib,  «A\t*«A 
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XI  85,000.  Already  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  that  had  been  allocated.  He  did 
not  wish  to  say  one  word  offensive  of 
Trinity  College,  Dublin,  but  it  had  been 
pretty  well  looked  after  in  the  past. 
Fancy  a  great  institution  like  Trinity 
College,  with  all  its  vast  resources, 
•coming  forward  a? id,  with  beggarly 
words  on  its  lips,  claiming  money  that 
ought  to  go  to  improve  the  conditions 
he  had  described !  It  claimed  that 
£5,000  more  should  go  to  the  outdoor 
relief,  in  the  matter  of  education,  of  the 
aristocrats  who  attended  Trinity,  while 
the  country  was  denied  a  national  Uni- 
versity. He  must  say  that  Trinity 
•College  had  failed  in  its  duty  as  an 
Irish  educational  institution.  When  a 
technical  department  was  established  two 
or  three  years  ago,  those  at  the  head  of 
the  College  had  to  go  all  over  the  world 
looking  for  men  to  do  the  very  ordinary  1 
work  of  managing  the  department  I 
Fancy  Germany  going  over  to  America  I 
or  England  to  look  for  men  in  that  I 
way  when  starting  a  new  department !  I 
Trinity  had  been  held  upas  a  University  I 
with  an  honourable  educational  record.  1 
it  had  done  nothing  whatever  to  in- 
crease the  industry  and  commerce  of 
l  he  country,  or  to  raise  the  national 
life.  It  might  have  afforded  a  few 
aristocrats  an  opportunity  of  getting 
their  livings  in  various  parts  of  the 
British  Empire,  but,  outside  that,  it  had 
done  nothing  to  raise  the  national  life. 
It  was  an  absolute  blank  and  nullity  in 
the  country.  With  regard  to  the 
•equivalent  grant  due  to  Ireland,  it  might 
be  said  that  they  wanted  £210,000  to 
bring  the  education  of  Ireland  up  to  a 
proper  standard.  If  he  were  to  go  into 
details,  he  should  say  that  they  wanted 
not  only  £210,000  but  £500,000,  to 
place  Irish  education  on  a  proper  footing. 
He  thought  he  was  right  in  saying  that  | 
the  Education  Department  in  Dublin 
had  already  sent  in  estimates  for 
£300,000.  In  the  face  of  that  fact,  and 
what  had  been  said  by  inspectors, 
teachers,  and  managers  of  schools,  he 
thought  it  would  be  admitted  that  the 
larger  sum  which  he  mentioned  would 
be  wanted.  He  had  received  numerous 
letters  from  managers  of  schools.  One 
of  his  correspondents  had  urged  hi  in  to 
endeavour  to  get  an  equivalent  giant 
Mr.  Thomas  O'Donnell. 


for  primary  education,  which  would 
meet  present  wants.  The  wants  were 
principally  two — in  the  first  place  to  get 
the  average  attendance,  which  qualified 
for  an  assistant,  reduced  to  fifty, 
and  secondly  to  have  the  schools  vested 
in  trustees,  kept  in  repair  by  the  Com- 
missioners, and  supplied  with  fuel  in  the 
winter.  The  custom  of  bringing  a  sod 
of  turf  under  the  arm  was  barbarous. 
Many  of  the  schools  would  go  to  ruin 
unless  they  were  kept  up  by  the  National 
Board.  The  people  were  too  poor  to 
contribute  to  their  maintenance.  Many 
of  the  letters  he  received  demanded  that 
this  money  should  be  devoted  to  proper 
teaching,  and  to  improving  the  sanitary 
conditions  of  the  schools. 

Contrasting  the  position  in  England 
with  that  of  Ireland,  he  pointed  out  that 
in  England  the  cost  per  pupil  in  average 
attendance  was  £3  0s.  2d.,  apart  from  the 
£1,400,000  voted  last  year.  In  London 
it  was  £4  0s.  5£d.  per  pupil  in  average 
attendance,  while  in  Ireland  it  was 
£2  78.  per  pupil.  He  thought  every 
Member  must  agree  that  these  figures 
showed  the  great  necessity  that  existed 
for  doing  something  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  Irish  schools.  He 
thought  that  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
admitted  that  it  was  necessary  to  do 
something  in  regard  to  reducing  the 
average  attendance  to  fifty.  The 
managers  of  schools  throughout  Ireland, 
and  the  teachers,  had  unanimously  de- 
manded this,  and  he  thought  the 
National  Board  had  also  demanded  it. 
The  only  question  remaining  was  that 
of  money.  Now  there  was  money  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Chief  Secretary,  and 
he  thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
I  could  not  possibly  say  that  so  important 
a  question  should  be  deferred  further. 
The  head  of  the  Irish  Education  Depart- 
ment had  stated  that  it  was  absolutely 
impossible  for  any  one  teacher  to  do 
really  effective  work  with  an  average 
attendance  of  sixty  pupils.  Thataj^erage 
attendance  would  often  mean  a  maximum^ 
attendance  of  ninety.  These  were 
divided  into  six,  seven,  or  eight  grades, 
and  it  was  absolutely  impossible  for  a 
teacher  to  devote  his  time  to  the  whole 
of  the  children.  It  was  necessary  that  a  ij 
second  teacher  should  be  appointed  when  ' 
theref  was  an  average  attendance  of 
[fifty  pupils.     In   England  they  did  not  ' 


1177    Supply — Civil  Services  and  {20  July  1903}      Revenue  Depts.  Estimates.     1178 


require  more  than  an  average  attendance 
of  fifty  pupils.  The  Irish  schools  were 
small  and  scattered,  and  the  attendance 
must  of  necessity  be  very  poor.  If 
Ireland  was  denied  the  proper  number 
of  teachers,  the  children  must  suffer  in 
the  education  they  received.  When  the 
land  question  was  under  discussion,  he 
tried  to  get  a  little  for  the  Irish  boy 
while  he  was  at  school.  It  was  really 
pitiable  to  see  the  little  boys  when  they 
went  out  travelling  with  their  bare  feet 
over  the  gravel  roads,  and  trying  to 
amuse  themselves.  If  they  wished  to 
develop  the  physique  of  the  people  they 
should  provide  the  boys  with  proper 
playgrounds  where  they  would  be  under 
the  supervision  of  the  teachers.  If  the 
landlords  had  any  interest  in  Irish 
education,  the  very  least  they  might 
give  would  be  an  acre  of  land  to  every 
school  on  their  estates.  He  trusted  that 
something  would  be  done  in  that  direc- 
tion. 

Dealing  with  the  question  of  pensions 
paid     to      Irish      teachers,     the     hon. 
Member  said  £1,300,000  was  voted  some 
twenty-two  years  ago  for  pensions.  Before 
that  period  between  £10,000  and  £20,000 
was  given  yearly  to  the  payment  of  the 
equivalent  of  pensions     The  £1,300,000 
was  not  Imperial,  but  Irish  money.     It 
was   invested  at  3   per  cent.,   and  the 
income  went  to  pay  pensions  to  teachers. 
From   1879  to  1888  not  one  penny  of 
Imperial  money  was  given  to  pensions 
for    Irish   teachers,    though    previously 
£10,000    was  given    yearly   as   a    con- 
tribution      for      retiring      allowances. 
The   system   under    which  the   pension 
scheme  was  worked  was  disgraceful  and 
discreditable.  He  knew  of  a  teacher,  who 
had   passed  first,  was  an  LL  D.  of  the 
Royal  University,  and  had   spent  forty 
years  in  the  service,  who    only    got  a 
pension  of  £34  a  year.     Why,  an  ordin- 
ary policeman,   with   only     twenty-five 
years  service,  got  a   pension    of  £50  a 
year !       A    short    time    ago    the  Chief 
Secretary,  in  reply  to  a  Question  he  put 
as  to  whether  the  Pension   Fund  would 
be  revised  in  the  near  future,  said  that  it 
was  not  at  present  under  investigation ; 
that  the  last  revision  had  been  in    1901, 
and  that  there  would   not   be   another 
until  190G.  He  had  the  strongest  reason 
for    believing     that    that    was    hardly  I 


correct.  The  Education  Office  in  Dublin 
never  heard  one  word  of  revision  in 
1901,  nor  had  the  heads  of  the  Depart- 
ment, nor  the  teachers.  He  was  assured 
that  the  last  revision  was  in  1897-8. 
Another  matter  to  which  he  wished  to 
call  the  serious  attention  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  was  the  purchase  and  sale  of 
the  stocks  of  the  Pension  Fund  by  the 
men  in  charge  of  it.  In  1899  stocks 
were  sold  at  a  loss  of  £13,739,  and  in 
the  very  same  year  they  had  an  income 
of  £127,791  over  and  above  what*  was 
required  to  meet  the  expenditure  of  the 
year.  Rumours  were  afloat  that  the 
money  was  taken  away  by  some  gentle- 
man connected  with  the  fund.  He  could 
understand  selling  stocks  if  money  was 
required  to  meet  current  expenses,  but 
when  there  was  a  surplus  that  year  of 
£127,000  the  matter  required  the  very 
serious  consideration  of  the  Chief 
Secretary. 

He  wished  to  touch  on  the 
question  of  the  inspectorate.  The  in- 
spectors had  very  important  duties  en- 
trusted to  them.  They  had  to  see  that 
the  teaching  was  good  and  efficient,  but 
there  was  also  something  to  be  said  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  they  carried  out 
their  work  in  the  schools.  He  was  sorry 
that  he  was  constrained  to  mention  one 
inspector,  whose  conduct  in  Dublin  was 
simply  disgraceful.  He  had  heard  of 
cases  where  that  gentleman  had  examined 
convent  schools,  during  which  his 
behaviour  was  so  disgustingly  rude  to 
the  nuns  that  they  had  to  retire  and 
leave  him  to  examine  as  he  pleased. 
In  another  case  he  had  been 
so  rude  that  the  managers  who  visited 
the  school  a  short  time  afterwards  wrote 
to  the  Board  of  Education  that  that  in- 
spector would  not  be  admitted  to  the 
school  again.  The  gentleman  in  ques- 
tion was  named  Mr.  Dickie.  A  man 
who  set  such  an  example  of  boorishness 
was  unfit  for  the  work,  and  it  was  to  be 
hoped  that  he  would  be  made  to  feel  that 
that  was  not  the  way  to  conduct  himself. 
He  had  had  numbers  of  letters  from 
teach ers  in  evening  schools  complaining 
that  they  had  not  been  paid  for  the 
results  of  their  teaching  in  these  schools, 
which  had  done  excellent  work.  They 
in  Ireland  hailed  the  establishment 
of  these  schools  with  pleasure,  and  ^*w^ 
Irishman  Nri%Yt*&\.o  to  ^^vVx^W^ 


power 
them. 
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to  facilitate  the  work  done  in 
Young  boys  had  often  to  leave 
the  day  schools  at  a  very  early  age,  and 
the  evening  schools  afforded  them  an 
opportunity  of  continuing  their  educa- 
tion. He  trusted  theChief  Secretary  would 
consider  this  matter,  and  do  away  with 
the  dilatoriness  in  the  payment  of  the 
teachers.  Now  that  they  were  about  to 
settle  the  land  question  and  get  the  land 
for  the  people,  it  was  absolutely  essential 
to  the  future  progress  and  prosperity  of 
Ireland  that  the  boys  and  girls  should  be 
afforded  every  opportunity  of  being 
tr.iined  for  the  battle  of  life  when  they 
came  to  manhood  and  womanhood  and  of 
being  fitted  to  compete  with  Scotchmen, 
Englishmen,  and  Germans.  He  begged 
to  move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by 
£100. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £617,001,  be 
granted  for  the  said  Service." — (Mr. 
Thomas  0* Bunnell.) 


Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.)  said  he 
wished  to  associate  himself  in  the 
strongest  possible  manner  with  what  the 
hon.  Gentleman  had  said  as  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  National  Board  of 
Education.  The  system  of  a  nominated 
Board  which  consisted  of  men  chosen,  not 
for  their  educational  acquirements,  but 
because  they  were  Protestants  or 
Catholics,  was  such  an  absurdity  in  these 
days  that  he  hoped  that  the  Committee 
would  thoroughly  disapprove  of  it  before 
the  debate  was  closed.  He  insisted 
that  a  revision  should  be  made  of  the 
staffing  of  the  schools,  by  which  there 
should  be  one  teacher  for  every  fifty 
children.  In  Ireland,  where  emigration 
was  going  on  to  such  a  great  extent,  and 
the  difficulties  of  the  children  attending 
school  were  great,  the  school  population 
was  declining.  These  facts  should  be 
recognised  by  varying  the  staffs ;  other- 
wise, not  only  would  Irish  children  lose 
the  advantages  of  a  proper  education, 
but  the  services  of  many  of  the  teachers 
who  had  done  good  work  in  the  past 
would  have  to  be  dispensed  with.  Again, 
it  was  not  possible  for  the  children  in  the 
country    districts    in   Ireland   to  readily 


ruinous  condition,  and  with  no  proper 
heating  apparatus.  The  children  had  to 
come  to  school  often  in  wet  clothes,  sit 
all  day  in  them,  and  then  go  back  home 
in  teeming  rain  He  hoped  this  serious 
condition  of  things  would  engage  the 
attention  of  the  Chief  Secretary.  Again, 
he  believed  the  National  Board  of  Edu- 
cation could  improve  their  position  in  the 
eyes  of  the  people  if  they  would  do 
something  to  associate  themselves  with 
the  industrial  development  of  the  country. 
They  should  organise  Arts  and  Crafts  ex- 
hibits in  different  districts  of  the  country* 
and  by  that  and  other  means  show  a  real 
interest  in  the  awakening  of  the  indus- 
trial life  of  Ireland  which  was  so  happily 
evidencing  itself. 

Dr.  Starkie,  Resident  Commissioner  for 
j  Education  in  Ireland,  delivered  an  address 
|  last  year  before  the  British  Association 
!  on   education  in  Ireland.     He   was    not 
concerned  much  with   that  gentleman's 
position  in  the  educational  world,  though 
he  gave  him  credit  for  great  ability,  which 
he  believed  bad  been  shown  in  his  grasp  of 
great    educational    problems.     To    show 
the   methods   employed  by  Dr.    Starkie 
ax    regarded    his   own   countrymen,    he 
would   read   one   or   two  extracts.     Re- 
ferring to  the  application  of  compulsory 
education  in  Ireland,  Dr.  Starkie  said — 

i      '•  It  is  my  duty  to  point  out  that  the  methods 

f  of  enforcing  the  Act  are  ludicrously  unsuited  to 

this  country,  where,  as  a  celebrated  writer  ha* 

put  it,  'from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  forget- 

I  fulness  to  puhlic  duty  is  the  rule  of  life/  " 

I  It  was  most  unfortunate  that  a  gentleman 
in  the  position  of  Resident  Commissioner 
should  allow  himself,  before  a  meeting  of 
the   British    Association,   to   attempt    to 

i  lower  the  esteem  of  his  own  countrymen 
in  that  manner.  He  desired  to  bring 
before  the  Committee  some  of   the   ex- 

I  tracts  quoted  by  Dr.  Starkie,  which 
reflected  on  Catholic  school  managers  in 
Ireland.  He  did  not  say  that  in  reading 
those  extracts  Dr.  Starkie  intended  to 
mislead    his   audience,  but  it  was    most 

1  unfortunate  that  he  had  not  given  the 
extracts  in  their  entirety,  as  they  led 
people  to  imagine  that  they  were  con- 
firmation of  the  character  of  the  super- 

j  vision  exercised  by  the  Catholic  managers 
over  their  schools.     The   following  was 

attend    these   houses  —  hovels,   some    of  !  one  extract— 
them-which  stood  in  the  place  of  schools,  i  a^^t^ 

if  they  were  kept  in  an  insanitary  &\\d\ol  \\v*>  %<iW>\s>  \  %sA,  viewed  as  a  whole,  the 
Mr.  Thomas  0'Donnell. 
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interest  which  they  manfeat  can  scarcely  be  '  not  acquainted  with  it ;  neither  would  he 
said  to  be  practical."  I  deal  with  the   equivalent  grant.     Three 

What  the  Report  actually  said  was —  '  training  colleges  had  been  established 
••  The  managers  as  a  body  show  considerable!  *»  Ireland  since  1890— -viz.,  at  Belfast, 
concern  in  the  welfare  of  the  schools.  They  Waterford,  and  Limerick.  He  would 
ara  naturally  anxious,  of  course,  to  promote  not  now  say  what,  in  his  opinion,  should 
the  educational  progress  of  the  pupils  ;  and,  as    ^    the  p    arrangements    in     those 

^^S^S^^l  ftSE  |  -llegejf  Zy  had  dtholic  University 
my  duty  to  make."  education  in  Ireland.     That  was  a  very 

.  ,  :  much   larger  question ;  but  seeing   that 

Then  the  Report  proceeded  with  the  |  there  were  no  University  facilities  for  the 
extract  quoted.  Another  extract  read  ,  majority  of  the  Irish  people  it  was  a 
by  Dr.  Starkie   was—  •  most  unf0rtunate  thing  that  the  Govern- 

"  Practical  supervision  of  the  schools  is  not    ment   were    so    niggardly   in   regard   to 
habitual  amongst  the  managers. "  1  maintaining   the    training   colleges    that 

The  Report  stated I they  could  not  o6  carried  on  in  an  efficient 

„-,  ,     _..    ,    .     ...     ,.  .  .     •■  way.     He  believed  that  a  sum  of  £3,000 

"The    managers'    attitude  in  this   district         «',,         A    .,  „  .        > 

in  reference  to  the  present  system  has  been  w™ld  Put  those  colleges  m  the  same 
very  satisfactory.  A  friendly  disposition  and  I  position  as  the  training  colleges  in  Dublin, 
an  inclination  to  give  every  opportunity  of  '  Although  he  was  not  prepared  to  say 
success,  even  in  branches  to  which  some  of  them  I  that  if  Ireland  had  further  educational 
felt  personally  hostile  or  indifferent,  seemed  to    r     .,.. .       ,  ,  ,  £  ,,    . 

pervade  their  ranks.  In  the  beginning,  w.,en,  !  facilities  he  would  approve  of  their  posi- 
in  certain  quarters,  opposition  was  ma«ie  at  its  ;  tion,  still  he  hoped  some  attempt  would 
introduction,  some  of  them  used  their  personal  i  be  made  to  put  them  in  an  efficient  posi- 
inttuence  strongly  in  their  favour."  j  tion      He  and  every  other  Irish  Member 

Then  followed  the  extract  quoted.  He  \  were  delighted  to  hear  that  in  reference  to 
read  those  extracts  fully  to  show  how  the  evening  school  established  by  Colonel 
very  unfair,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  for  ,  Moore  in  Connaught  for  the  teaching  of 
the  Resident  Commissioner  in  a  public  Irish  language  and  Irish  history  the 
Address  to  read  them  partially,  and  to  i  National  Board  had  seen  the  error  of  io 
convey  a  totally  wrong  impression  to  !  and  had  climbed  down.  In  that  respect, 
his  audience.  The  unfortunate  thing  at  least,  Dr.  Starkie  had,  to  some  extent, 
about  it  was  that  not  a  tenth  of  his  !  looked  on  the  national  requirements  of 
Audience  would  ever  have  an  opportunity  the  people.  He  certainly  hoped  that  the 
of  reading  a  refutation  of  Dr.  Starkie's  |  National  Board,  instead  of  trying  to 
statements.  No  onejexcept  those  deeply  j  handicap  men  like  Colonel  Moore,  who 
interested  in  Irish  education  would  desired  to  revive  the  Irish  language  and 
study  the  Reports  for  themselves ;  and  \  the  teaching  of  Irish  history,  would  lend 
the  English  and  Scottish  members  of  ™  eYer/  ^stance  m  their  power, 
the  Association  returned  to  their  own  Man?  of  them  he}d  ™at  th<?  bf l  meaU8 
countries  with  an  unfair  opinion  of  the  '  to  F0™0^  continuation  schools  was  to 
Catholic  managers.  It  was  to  put  the  i  ?*clte  the  inte^?t  of  the  population ;  and 
other  case   that   he    had  read   the  full  |  fcher?   ^   n  th        b  q 

*„  ♦     *u  rv.rv™;«.f«A  excite  that  interest  than  the  teaching  of 

extracts  to  the  Committee.  ,  ^   Irigh  lftnguage       Jf    ^  ^na|er8 

There  were  two  other  subjects  to  which  j  desired  to  have  Irish  classes  let  not  the 
he  desired  to  direct  attention.  There  j  Board  obstruct  them  in  any  way ;  and 
had  been  great  delay  in  forwarding  where,  by  means  of  those  classes,  the 
building  plans  for  national  schools  in  '  intellectual  energies  of  the  people  were 
country  districts.  The  Chief  Secretary  raised,  n^w  subjects  would  be  introduced 
might  reply  that  the  reason  was  that '  and  the  evening  schools  would  be  as 
the  Government  were  considering  a  '  successful  in  Ireland  as  they  were  in  this 
larger  scheme  for  education  in  Ireland  ;  country, 
but  it  was  most  unfortunate  that  where 

the  locality  concerned  desired  to  have  a  Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  (Antrim,  S.) 
new  school  it  should  not  be  provided,  said  that  the  Committee  would  agree  that 
The  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  very  able  and  interesting  speeches  had 
alluded  to  training  colleges  in  Ireland,  been  delivered  on  the  subject  of  educa- 
He  would  not  discuss  the  Marlborough  i  tion  in  Ireland.  Irish  Mevi\Wr&  v»w\v\*> 
Street  Training  College,  because  he  was  .  own  aide  oi^\\^^o\\^^^^^^^^\\v\^^^^R^ 
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in  the  subject.  The  hon.  Member  for  '  for  exercise  in  wet  weather.  The  resi- 
West  Kerry  in  his  interesting  speech,  j  dence  of  the  students  ought  certainly  to 
which  was  listened  to  with  great  atten  ]  be  improved,  and  seeing  that  this  was 
tion,  mentioned  that  lie  was  in  favour  of  j  the  parent  college  of  the  three  denomina- 
denominational  education.  |  tional  colleges  which  had  branched  out  of 

it,  it  was  clearly  not  right  that  it  should 
be  in  such  a  dilapidated  condition  while 
its  children  should  be  so  flourishing. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Gal way,  N.)  said 
the  question  of  the  schools  was  one  on 
which  all  Irish  Members  were  united. 
The  great  difficulty  with  regard  to  the 
schools  was  the  heating,  but  he  should 
have  thought  Is.  a  head  on  the  average 
attendance  would  secure  a  sum  amply 
sufficient  to  cover  the  cost  of  the  heating 
arrangements.  It  was  worth  while  to 
see  that  the  children  when  they  went  into 


Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  said  he 
did  not  state  what  he  was  in  favour  of, 
and  what  he  was  not  in  favour  of. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  said  that 
the  hon.  Member  stated  that  he  was 
trained  at  Marlborough  Street  College  ; 
and  he  certainly  gathered  that  the  hon. 
Member  was  in  favour  of  all  teachers 
being  trained  together.  A  great  many 
people,  especially  in  his  part  of  the 
country,  thought  that  if  they  could  have  a 
system  of  education   properly  adminis- 


tered a  great  deal  would  have"  been  done  school  were  warm.  When  people  were 
to  settle  other  social  questions  in  Ireland,  j  not  properly  warmed  by  artificial  means 
The  national  system  was  originally  in- 1  they  tried  to  keep  up  the  warmth  by 
tended  to  be  undenominational,  but  by  a  stopping  up  the  ventilation,  which  must 
tacit  understanding  it  had  been  allowed  ;  be  injurious.  What  the  Board  had  to 
to  drift  in  the  opposite  direction ;  and  he 
felt  that  that  was  responsible  for  the 
tension  and  friction  which,  he  was  sorry 
to  say,  existed  between  the  various  re- 
ligious bodies  in  Ireland.  He  thought 
the  Chief  Secretary  should  do  something 
to  take  up  seriously  the  question  of  the 
national  schoolhouses  throughout  Ireland. 
In  the  north  of  Ireland  a  large  number  of 
the  schoolhouses  were  not  tit  places  for 
children  to  be  confined  in  for  so  many 
hours  at  a  time  every  day.  The  principal 
fault  of  these  houses  was  want  of  proper 
heating  and  ventilation.  The  houses 
were  badly  constructed,  and  in  winter, 


when  the  windows  had  to  be  kept  closed  t 

in  order  to  keep  out  the  cold,  the  atmos-  j 

phere     was     extremely     injurious.      It 

seemed  to  him  that  very  little  would  be 

required  to  properly  heat  and  ventilate 

them,  as  they  were  more  or  less  perfect  |  Marlborough  Street  College.      He  felt  it 

in 


do  was  to  ask  itself  would  it  find  the 
money  to  put  these  schools  in  order  or 
were  they  going  to  leave  matters  as  they 
were.  He  agreed  with  the  suggestion  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Kerry  that 
the  national  teachers  of  Ireland  should 
be  brought  into  touch  with  University 
life  and  training.  As  regards  the  pro- 
posal to  spend  £50,000  on  the  Marl- 
borough Street  Training  College  that 
was  one  which  should  be  well  considered. 
He  would  not  grudge  any  money  so 
spent  if  it  was  treated  as  undenomina- 
tional, and  provided  a  proportionate 
amount  was  spent  on  the  Catholic 
colleges  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  (Down,  N.) 
desired  to  associate  himself  with  theappeal 
which  had  been  made  with  regard  to  the 


other  respects.  Another  important 
question  was  the  question  of  play- 
grounds. It  was  the  duty  of  the  educa- 
tion authority  to  see  that  the  children 
had  proper  places  to  play  in  when  they 
were  let  out  during  school  hours, 
was  most  important,  and   he 

glad  the  hon.  Member  opposite  had  called  i  lay  with  the  Treasury.  During  the  past 
attention  to  it.  With  regard  to  the  Marl-  j  few  weeks,  however,  the  Committee  had 
borough  Street  College  the  hon.  .  witnessed  striking  examples  of  the  wonder- 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  had  drawn  a  j  fully  persuasive  powers  of  the  Chief 
sufficiently     touching     picture     of    the  \  Secretary,  and  he  hoped  the  right  hon. 


was  unnecessary  to  attempt  to  convince 
the  Chief  Secretary  of  the  justice  of 
the  claim  ;  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
made  himself  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  details  of  the  question,  and  was 
That  j  convinced  of  the  absolute  need  for 
was  very  I  something   being  done.      The   difficulty 


college,  but  there  was  one  point  he  had 
not    touched    upon   which    showed   the 


inadequate     provision 
Mr.  Charles  Craig. 


Gentleman  would   exercise  those  powers 
on   the  Treasury  so  that  the  necessary 


in     this    co\\fcge\\*o\v^  \xv  <amnection   with    this   college 
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might  be  carried  out.  It  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  it  was  an  un- 
denominational college,  and  that  out  of 
294  students  only  162  were  Presby- 
terians. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E )  said  it  was 
rather  late  in  the  day  for  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South  Antrim   to  advocate   un- 
denominational   education    in     primary 
schools.      On  the  establishment  of    the 
present  system  an  attempt  was  made  to  I 
introduce  undenominational  teaching,  but 
Presbyterians  and  Irish  Churchmen  were 
as   vigorously  opposed  to    the  idea   as 
were  Catholics  themselves.     In  fact  the 
system    had    no    friend    at    all    except 
Archbishop    Whately,   who,   under    the  I 
guise  of  undenominationalism  and  mixed  | 
teaching,  sought  to  proselytise  the  Irish 
people.     All  were  agreed,  however,  that 
something  ought  to  be  done  to  improve  I 
the  condition  of  the  schools.     In  many  J 
places   the  state  of    the  buildings   was  I 
nothing  short  of  a  scandal ;  it  was  not  I 
only  a   hindrance  to  education    but    a  I 
danger  to  the  health  of  the  children.     As 
to  the  lack  of  heat,  of  which  complaint  had 
been  made,  it  was  simply  a  question  of 
fires,  and  the  supply  of  fuel.      As    to 
ventilation,  many  of  the  country  schools 
were    in    an    appalling    condition.       A 
further    evil   was   the   lack   of   sanitary 
accommodation,   and    the    ruinous  state 
into  which  some  of  the  schools  had  been 
allowed  to  fall.     It  might  be  asked  why 
the   localities   did   not   do   more.      Two 
systems  of  education  were  possible — one 
based    primarily   on  local   control,   with 
local  contributions,  and  the  other  based  on 
central  control,  the  State  beaiing  the  cost. 
Each    system   had  advantages  and    dis- 
advantages which  did  not  belong  to  the 
other.      For  good  or  for  evil  the  Irish 
system   had   been  so  completely  one  of 
central  control,  with  practically  the  whole 
cost     coming    from    the    National    Ex- 
chequer, that  it  was  idle  to  speak  of  local 
contributions.     With  local  contributions 
there  must  be  some  kind  of  local  control, 
and    the   question  of  local  contributions 
would  not  arise  as  long  as  the  centralised 
system  was  in  full  possession.     But  that 
system  involved  central  responsibility  for 
the  condition  of  the  schools ;  hence  they 
had  a  right  to  complain  of  the  present 
state  of  affairs.     As  to  the  whole  system 
of    education,  he  did  not   believe  there 
was  any  other   civilised   country  in  the 
world  which  possessed  so  wretched  and 


rotten  a  system  as  Ireland.     The  Board 
was  an  unpaid   body,  and  its   members 
were  appointed    without  any  reference 
whatever  to  their  educational  capacity 
or  interest  in    the    work.       The    only 
guiding  principle  in  their  selection  was 
that  there  should  be  an  equal  number  of 
Protestants  and  Catholics.     The  system  of 
BO-called  national  education  was  in  reality 
n  reversal  of    everything  national.      It 
was  only  within   the  last  year  or    two 
that  the   Board,  bowing  before  a  great 
national    agitation,    had    allowed    some 
breath  of  nationalism  to  creep  into  the 
lystem.       But    even     then     they    had 
recently    distinguished    themselves    by 
refusing  to  Colonel  Moore  the    grants 
which  they  had  themselves  promised  to 
continuation     schools     in     which    Irish 
history  and  language  were  taught,  and 
declaring  they  would  not  waste  public 
money  on  the  teaching  of  such  a  pack 
of   rubbish.       The  body  was  really  an 
intolerable  one.    There  were  rumours  in 
the  air  that  its  days  were  numbered,  and 
that  a  new  system  was  to  be  established. 
He  hoped  that  was  the  case,  for  the  sooner 
the  Board  was  destroyed  the  better  it 
would  be  for  the  cause    of    education. 
It  had  a  most  ignoble  record  and  he  did 
not  envy  the  Chief  Secretary  who  had 
to  set  up  its  successor.    A  more  difficult 
and  thorny  task  could  not  be  imagined t 
and  this  was  a  standing  example  of  the 
difficulties  of  Irish  Government  which, 
was  based  upon  the  principle  that  the 
Irish  people  should  not  have  any  voice 
in  the  management  of  their  own  affairs. 
That  being  so,  when  the  Government 
i  were  driven    into  a  corner  they   took 
I  refuge  in  the  appointment  of    a   Board 
which  must  consist  half  of  Catholics  and 
half  of  Protestants,  and  by  that  method 
they    considered    the    problem    solved. 
The    only    remaining  principle   to    be 
observed     was     not     to      allow     any 
Nationalists  on  the  Board,  and  that  was- 
a  good  specimen  of  Irish  Government. 
This  National  Board  was  absolutely  in- 
defensible, and  he  hoped  it  would  be 
followed  by  some  system  which  would 
bring  education    more  into  unison  with 
the  people  of  Ireland. 

With  regard  to  Dr.  Starkie,  that  gentle- 
man had  some  very  interesting  projects 
with  regard  to  education  in  Ireland,  but 
[  there  never  was  a  greater  scandal  than  the 
oration  he  recently  dd\NCtt&.  \w  ^*&&as^ 
I  Having  Toa&tYftX  ot^\o\i^tA^^w^^^ 
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-eJition  oi  it,  if  every  word  was  absolutely 
Accurate  and  true— as  it  was  not — the 
delivery  of  that  speech  before  the 
British  Association  marked  Dr.  Starkie 
as  a  man  disqualified  to  retain  his  office. 
Dr.  Starkie  was  charged  with  administer- 
ing this  extraordinary  system  of  educa- 
tion in  Ireland,  and  under  his  control 
there  were  a  large  number  of  managers 
and  many  Catholic  priests  among  them. 
The  first  duty  of  a  man  in  Dr.  Starkies 
position  with  any  proper  appreciation  of 


derelict,  and  the  only  supervision  given 
to  them  was  that  afforded  by  the  Board's 
inspectors.  When  the  reports  were 
published  it  turned  out  that  there  wer 
sixty-five  inspectors'  reports,  which 
embraced  the  whole  of  Ireland.  No  less 
than  forty-three  or  forty-four  of  those 
reports  were  diametrically  opposed  to 
Dr.  Starkie's  statement,  twelve  were 
doubtful,  and  only  some  nine  or  ten 
bore  out  his  statement.  Was  not  that 
a  monstrous  state  of  things  ?  The  worst 


his  responsibility  would  be  to  endeavour,  j  of  it  was  that  all  of  that  great  body  of 


as  far  as  was  consistent  with  the  due 
discharge  of  his  duties,  to  make  things 
work  smoothly  with  the  managers  of 
the  schools.  Dr.  Starkie  went  to 
Belfast,  and  before  a  large  body  of  dis- 
tinguished men  from  England  and 
Scotland,  who  were  mainly  unacquainted 
with  the  details  of  Irish  administration, 
•delivered  a  most  violent  and  out- 
rageous philippic  indicting  the  whole 
body  of  clerical  managers  of  Ireland  as 
•being  scandalously  negligent  of  their 
•duty,  and  as  being  guilty  of  the  n  eanest 
selfishness  in  the  discharge  of  their  work. 
He  was  practically  denouncing  the 
whole  body  of  managers  under  him,  and 
he  based  his  oration  upon  a  series  of 
reports  he  had  received  from  his 
managers  which  he  said  had  not  been 
published.  Therefore,  the  reports  from 
which  he  quoted  were  confidential  up 
to  that  time  and  were  not  in  the  hands 
of  the  managers  who  were  attacked. 
When  those  reports  were  made  public  it 
was  found  that  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end  of  his  speech  his  extracts  were 
garbled,  and  where  there  was  anything 
favourable  to  the  managers  it  was  sup- 
pressed and  only  the  sentences  unfavour- 
able to  the  managers  were  selected.  A 
more  grotesque  parody  upon  public 
documents  he  had  never  seen  in  his 
life.  Dr.  Starkie's  conduct  in  delivering 
such  an  oration  became  far  worse  and 
worthy   of  much   greater  censure  now 


men  who  attended  the  meeting  of  (he 
British  Association  returned  to  England 
and  Scotland  with  his  statement,  and 
had  never  seen  the  correction. 
Consequently,  the  whole  public  mind  of 
those  scientific  men  who  were  present 
had  been  poisoned  against  their  system 
by  a  method  which  he  could  only 
describe  as  a  "  cooked "  and  twisted 
version  of  the  reports  of  the  Irish 
inspectors. 

The  question  of  the  model  schools 
had  not  been  raised  for  a  number 
of  years,  but  six  or  seven  years  ago 
had  repeated  debates  upon  this 
question  in  the  House.  The  predecessor 
of  the  present  Chief  Secretary,  finding 
that  the  model  school  system  was 
absolutely  and  totally  indefensible, 
promised  an  inquiry,  and  it  was  com- 
menced He  recollected  asking  a 
Question  upon  the  subject  some  five 
years  ago,  and  the  answer  he  got  was 
that  the  Board  and  Resident  Com- 
missioner were  occupied  with  a  great 
inquiry  as  to  the  new  method  introduced 
into  primary  education  in  the  model 
schools.  Since  then  the  subject  ap 
peared  to  have  been  lost  sight  of. 
What  had  become  of  that  inquiry,  and 
what  did  the  Government  intend  to  do 
in  reference  to  it  ?  It  was  unnecessary  to 
give  all  the  figures,  but  he  might  add 
that  the  present  system  was  scandalous. 
In   some   of  the  schools    the    children 


that  they  had  proved  beyond  all  question  ,  were  now  ^^  afc  the  ^  o{  about 


that  the  reports  upon  which  he  based  ' 
his  speech  did  not  bear  out  the  state- 
ments made  in  his  address.  He  thought 
this  matter  demanded  the  attention  of 
the  Chief  Secretary.  Dr.  Starkie 
stated  that  the  inspectors  reported  that 
the  majority  of  the  managers  were  quite 
indifferent   to   education,    and   that   in 


£10  per  head,  and  the  attendance  in 
some  of  them  was  absurd.  There  was  a 
school  in  Cork  built  to  accommodate 
1,220  pupils  and  the  attendance  there 
was  about  240  and  the  cost  £7  per 
head.  He  understood  that  the  Gal  way 
model  school  had  been  closed,  and  he 
did  not  think  an  yon  o  was  attending  it. 


many  cases  the  schools   were  weW-mgVAu  m^  o&tar  oarts   of  Ireland  these 
Mr.  Dillon. 
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schools  were  a  perfect  scandal,  and  were 
kept  up  merely  for  a  small  number  of 
the  population,  most  of  them  being 
children  of  the  well-to-do  class.  This 
money  was  consequently  diverted  from 
the  teaching  in  the  ordinary  national 
schools  and  used  in  a  most  disgraceful 
and  wasteful  way  upon  the  teachng  of 
the  children  of  people  who  did  not 
require  it.  This  system  had  been  kept 
up  against  the  constant  protests  of  the 
Nationalist  Members,  and  he  thought 
they  were  now  entitled  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  what  he  intended  to  do 
in  the  matter. 


♦Mr.  SAMUEL  YOUNG  (Cavan,  E.) 
said  he  had  heard  with  regret  the  obser- 
vations made  by  the  hon.  Members 
for  Soutb  Down  and  South  Antrim 
with  reference  to  the  desire  which  per- 
vaded the  North  of  Ireland  for  a  united 
education.  He  felt  that  as  a  Belfast 
man  there  never  was  a  greater  mis- 
representation than  to  suppose  that 
Presbyterians,  Episcopalians,  or  Metho- 
dists, had  any  desire  for  mixed  educa- 
tion. He  scarcely  knew  a  single 
Presbyterian  church  that  had  not 
attached  to  it  a  Presbyterian  school 
with  a  Presbyterian  master,  and  the 
same  was  the  case  in  the  Methodist  and 
Episcopalian  Churches.  The  claim  for 
united  education  put  forward  was  to  pre- 
vent the  Catholic  people  fromgetting  their 
fair  share  of  the  money  granted  for  this 
country.  To-morrow  a  Bill  would  pass 
its  Third  Heading  which  would  produce 
a  marvellous  revolution  in  Ireland.  The 
next  important  step  was  to  educate  the 
people.  The  system  must  be  recon- 
structed. The  dominant  minority  had 
had  their  way  so  far  as  education  was  con- 
cerned, and  it  appeared  to  him  that  in  order 
to  elevate  and  improve  Ireland  it  was 
essential  that  they  should  reconstruct 
the  education  of  the  country.  Three- 
fourths  of  the  people  were  discontented 
with  the  present  system,  and  they  must 
have  a  Catholic  Uni versity  for  themselves.  I 
The  Queen's  Colleges  were  admirably 
adapted  for  the  Presbyterians,  and  the 
Episcopalians  were  pleased  with  Trinity 
College.  There  were  three  -  fourths 
of  the  people  of  Ireland  who  were 
discontented  in  regard  to  higher  educa- 
tion, and  a  University  should  be 
provided  for  them.      There  were  four 
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Universities     in    Scotland,    where     the 

population  was  similar  in  size  to  that 

of    Ireland.      He   could    not    see    any 

reason  why  there  should  not    be  three 

Universities    in    Ireland.       Elementary 

education    must   be   improved  and  the 

teachers  must  be  elevated,  so  that  the 

parents  might    be    satisfied    that   they 

1  were    entrusting    the    intellectual   and 

I  moral  training  of  their   children  to  an 

educated  class  of  men.    The  Catholics 

I  of  Ireland    would  not  send  their  sons 

to  a  Protestant   university.    That    was 

out  of  the  question.    They  were  denomi- 

1  national  to  the  backbone.    The  lines  of 

I  demarcation  were  quite  too  marked  for 

I  them  to  mix.    He  could  see  no  reason 

I  why  Catholic  teachers  should   not  get 

{ higher  education,  and  be  fitted  to  take 

I  in  hand  the  teaching  of  the  youth  of 

I  the  country.    One  or  two  bold  measures 

I  such  as  that  which  would  pass  the  Third 

Reading  to-morrow  would,  bring  loyalty 

and  contentment     to    tlie    people    of 

I  Ireland.     It  appeared  to  him  absurd  for 

I  hon.  Members  from   Ireland  to  talk  of 

mixed  education  at   this  time  of  day. 

I  Now  that  the  land  question  had  been 

settled,  he  hoped. for  ever,  the  question 

[of  education  was   the   most   important 

the  Government   had  to   deal  with  in 

Ireland. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.)  said  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  in 
Ireland  had  been  fully  gone  into  by  hon. 
Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House. 
His  own  opinion  was  that  the  condition 
of  things  was  such  that  a  protest  should 
be  entered  against  it  whenever  oppor- 
tunity arose.  The  hon.  Member  for 
East  Cavan  had  made  a  speech  that 
filled  him  with  amazement,  m  so  far  as 
lit  related  to  the  question  of  mixed 
education.  The  hon.  Member  said  that 
the  members  of  all  denominations  should 
be  able  to  consolidate  in  getting  a 
system  of  national  education.  While 
they  were  agreed  in  urging  that  the 
schools  should  be  put  in  proper  sani- 
tary condition,  he  thought  the  hon. 
Member  should  also  cultivate  good 
feeling  on  the  part  of  the  people,  so 
that  they  might  mix  together  in  the  dif- 
ferent colleges,  and  receive  the  education 
which  would  qualify  them  adequately 
for  their  career  in  life.  Reference  had 
been     made    to      MjwVYkstoq^   ^wfc» 
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College,  where  the  dining-room  was  also 
the  study.  This  particular  college  had 
been  ignored  notwithstanding  the  under- 
takings given  by  the  Government  as 
far  back  as  1891.  There  was  a  specific 
pledge  given  that  the  thing  would  be 
remedied,  and  now  in  1903  the  old 
complaints  still  survived.  The  teachers 
in  Ireland  had  many  grievances.  If 
there  were  fifty-nine  children  in  a  school 
the  teacher  could  not  getjan  assistant, 
but  if  there  were  sixty  or  sixty-one  he 
could.  Surely  the  fact  that  there  were 
one  or  two  pupils  short  of  sixty  was 
not  a  sufficient  excuse  for  not  giving  the 
teacher  an  assistant.  Was  it  reasonable 
to  expect  a  teacher  to  give  proper 
attention  to  the  children  in  the  First  to 
the  Sixth  Standard,  and  to  be  responsible 
for  an  infant  class  also,  unless  he  had 
assistance  in  the  work?  He  trusted 
that  the  result  of  this  debate  would  be 
that  these  matters  would  be  carefully 
looked  into. 


*Mr.  YOXALL  (Nottinghamshire,  W.) 
said  that  while  listening  to  the  debate  cer- 
tain famous  Parliamentary  words  came  to 
his  memory,  and  he  felt  disposed  to 
paraphrase  them  by  saying — "  If  I  were 
an  Irishman,  as  I  am  an  Englishman,  I 
would  never,  never,  rest  until  the  Irish 
system  of  education  was  thoroughly 
reformed"  So  far  as  he  could  make  out 
there  was  no  system  of  education  in  the 
British  Isles  that  needed  reform  any  thing 
like  so  much  as  that  of  Ireland,  and  in- 
deed outside  of  Spain,  Turkey,  and  Russia 
there  was  no  system  of  education  in 
Europe  that  needed  reform  so  much. 
It  was  a  disgrace  to  the  United  King- 
dom and  to  Parliament  that  this  system 
should  be  allowed  to  go  on.  The  schools 
in  Ireland  required  more  money,  teachers, 
books,  buildings,  and  fuel.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  to  blame  the  National  Board, 
so  long  as  the  lack  of  money  was  the 
real  cause,  was  to  begin  at  the  wrong 
end  altogether.  There  must  be  more 
money  spent  on  the  Irish  educational 
system.  If  money  was  provided  to  meet 
its  requirements  the  results  would  be 
more  satisfactory  than  at  present.  He 
supposed  that  then,  placing  the  three 
kingdoms  in  the  order  of  merit  in  the 
matter  of  education,  Scotland  would  be 
first,  England  a  very  good  second, 
an  I,  he  was  afraid,  Ireland  vio\x\& 
Mr.  Sloan. 


be  for  many  years  a  very  bad  third. 
Now  that  there  was  a  new  hope  with 
regard  to  the  Irish  land  system  it  was 
more  important  than  ever  that  something 
should  be  done  for  the  Irish  schools.  In 
the  Irish  schools  lay  the  hope  of  Ireland 
in  the  future.  If  the  elementary  schools 
were  not  efficient  what  was  the  use  of 
I  spending  money  on  continuation  schools 
I  and  secondary  schools  1  The  Reports  of 
I  the  Commissioners  year  by  year  and  the 
I  communications  he  frequently  received 
from  the  teachers  in  Ireland  showed  that 
I  the  schools  were  sadly  lacking  in  every 
respect.  The  schools  were  cold,  badly 
I  ventilated,  and  comfortless.  Mechanical 
I  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  air  to 
school  buildings  were  entirely  out  of  the 
question.  The  best  ventilation  for  a  school 
was  a  good  draught  from  the  window  to 
the  fire-place.  Again  and  again  on  the 
bitterest  winter  day  there  was  no  fire  in 
the  schools.  In  the  present  case,  owing 
to  the  lack  of  State  aid,  the  duty  fell  upon 
the  managers  and  teachers.  The  managers 
were  too  poor  and  the  teachers  were  even 
poorer.  The  consequence  was  that  the 
schools  were  unheated  and  unventilated ; 
and  altogether  in  a  very  unhappy  state. 
Then  as  to  the  question  of  books.  There 
was  a  titoe  when  the  books  published  by 
the  Irish  Education  Committee  were  a 
model  for  the  whole  country ;  but  that 
time  had  passed  away,  and  these  books 
had  been  long  outstripped  in  this  country 
and  in  Scotland,  both  in  quality  and 
quantity.  At  present  the  teachers  in 
Ireland  had  to  work  without  a  proper 
supply  of  books,  stationery,  pens,  and  all 
the  requisites  for  good  school  work. 

Then  as  to  the  question  of  staffing.  If 
there  were  sixty  children  in  a  small  school 
one  teacher  must  do  all  the  work  owing 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  old  system. 
The  standards  had  not  been  abandoned  aud 
the  teacher's  work  was  still  cut  up  into 
six  or  seven  water-tight  compartments 
with  an  infant  class,  and  under  these 
conditions  the  work  could  not  be  done 
efficiently.  It  would  be  superficial  and 
was  bound  in  the  long  run  to  fail.  It 
had  been  suggested  that  there  should  be 
an  assistant  teacher  in  every  school  where 
there  were  fifty  scholars;  and  he  was 
bold  that  that  would  cost  no  more  than 
£9,000  a  year.  That  was  a  reform, 
therefore,  which  would  not  demand  a 
large  sum  of  money,  and  he  hoped  that 
&:Hxifc(Obiai£  >wwjld  be  done  to  secure  it. 
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It  was  said  that  the  supply  of  students  in 
the  training  colleges  had  fallen  off  43 
per  cent,  and  it  would  fall  still  more  until 
the  teachers  were  made  more  comfortable 
and  their  position  made  more  assured. 
The  male  teacher  only  got  £56  a  year 
and  the  female  £44  to  commence  with, 
and  additions  to  these  small  incomes 
were  uncertain,  while  the  maximum, 
which  was  attained  by  very  few, 
was  only  £175  a  year.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  was  no  wonder  that  the 
supply  of  teachers  was  falling  off.  The 
debate  had  shown  that  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  responsibility  on  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary. The  power  was  largely  in  his 
hands.  Was  he  going  to  do  for  educa- 
tion what  he  had  done  in  another  Depart- 
ment, when,  by  his  skilful  management  of 
a  great  Bill,  he  had  brought  about  a 
feeling  of  friendship,  not  only  between 
all  classes  of  the  Irish  people,  but  a  feel- 
ing of  friendship  in  England  towards 
Ireland.  Let  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
turn  his  attention  to  education.  They 
all  knew  how  busy  he  must  be  just  now 
in  connection  with  imposing  functions  in 
Ireland ;  but  nothing  coula  be  more  im- 
posing or  of  more  real  importance  to 
Ireland  than  the  education  of  her  children. 
Let  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ascertain 
for  himself  the  condition  of  education  in 
Ireland  and  then  come  back  to  signalise 
his  term  of  office  by  another  patriotic  and 
practical  reform.  The  money  was  thore 
in  the  equivalent  grant,  and  the  question 
related  to  the  United  Kingdom  as  well 
as  to  Ireland,  for  the  Irish  children  came 
over  to  this  country,  which  had  therefore 
an  interest  in  their  education. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  County,  N.)  said 
he  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  would  not  take  too  lightly  the 
reference  to  the  serious  condition  of  the 
Irish  national  schools.  In  point  of  fact 
Dr.  Starkie  had  himself  made  the 
strongest  statement  about  them  that  he 
had  ever  heard  when  he  said  in  his 
Report  that — 

44  He  had  prepared  an  official  list  of  1,000 
schools  which  might  be  described  as  scarcely 
habitable.,, 

That  showed  that  really  something  must 
be  done  to  cure  what  was  nothing  less 
than  a  regular  scandal.  He  hoped  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  say,  as 
some  of  his  predecessors  had  done,  that  the 
Irish  people  ought,  by  local  rates  or  some- 
thing of  the  kind,  to  supply  these  defects. 


The  Irish  people  would  do  nothing  of  the 
kind  as  long  as  the  control  of  the  national 
system  of  education  was  not  in  their 
own  hands.  As  soon  as  they  got 
their  national  system  put  on  the 
same  footing  it  was  in  other  countries, 
the  Irish  people  would  undertake  the 
necessary  financial  responsibility.  A 
good  deal  had  been  said  about  the  Board 
Of  Education.  It  was  quite  true  that 
this  Board  was  not  constituted  from  an 
educational  point  of  view.  No  doubt 
most  of  the  members  were  educated 
men,  but  they  were  not  selected  for  that 
reason,  but  to  satisfy  certain  religious 
claims.  Whatever  might  be  the  case  in 
England,  he  was  right  in  saying  that  both 
the  Protestants — even  the  Presbyterians 
—and  Catholics  in  Ireland,  were  in  favour 
of  denominational  education,  and  would 
not  have  anything  else.  It  was  to  satisfy 
this  demand  for  a  denominational  system 
of  education  that  this  miserable  device 
was  adopted  of  having  the  National 
Board  half  Catholic  and  half  Protestant. 

There  were  two  faults  to  be  found 
with  that  system.  Firstly,  it  was  a 
Board  which  acted  in  secret,  and 
secondly,  Dr.  Starkie,  in  the  address 
which  had  been  alluded  to,  stated  that 
every  civilised  country  in  Europe  had  a 
single  central  authority  for  national 
education,  but  in  Ireland  they  had 
nothing  in  that  direction ;  and  if  they 
could  not  profess  anything  else  they 
were  fertile  in  school  authorities  which 
exercised  their  independent  functions 
with  all  the  security  of  constant  change. 
It  was  irritating  to  the  Irish  people  in 
the  highest  degree  to  find  that  one  of  the 
most  important  of  their  domestic  concerns, 
as  a  nation,  was  disposed  of  behind  their 
backs  in  a  back  street  in  Dublin,  by  ten 
or  twenty  men  appointed  by  a  Govern- 
ment over  whom  they  had  not  the  least 
control.  That  was  the  cardinal  defect  of 
the  national  education  system ;  and  the 
result  of  it  had  in  all  times  been  the 
same.  Archbishop  Whately  carried  on  a 
religious  and  political  campaign  against 
the  Irish  people  by  means  of  the  Educa- 
tion Board,  but  he  was  beaten  on  the 
religious  issue.  Archbishop  Whately,  in 
his  own  words,  tried  to  uproot  the 
gigantic  fabric  of  the  Catholic  Church  in 
Ireland  but  failed,  and  the  attempt  had 
never  been  repeated,  and  &  >fc  -«««> 
repeated,  \t  n?o>A&  m**X»  V\\^  ^*  «®* 
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result.     But  from  the  time  of  Archbishop 
Whately  to  the  present  hour  the  political  ■ 
campaign  had  never  been  abandoned,  and  j 
it  was  now  in  full  swing,  so  far  as  modern 
conditions  allowed.    They  all  knew  what  j 
Archbishop    Whately   did    to    edit  the 
reading  school  books  of  the  Board.     He  . 
was  afraid  of  allowing  to  be  instilled  into  | 
the  mind*  of  the  Irish  children  a  single  j 
word  about  freedom,  and  struck  out  the 
word  "  freedom  "  from  Campbells  poem 
containing    the    line,    "And    Freedom 
shrieked  as  Kosciusko  felL"    Why  not 
have  Irish  history  taught  in  Irish  schools  1 
Think  of  France,  or  Germany,  or  England 
allowing  a  system  of    education  to    be 
conducted  in  their  schools  without  the 
history  of  their  country  being  taught  in 
them !   But  the  children  of  Ireland,  one 
of  the  most  freedom-loving  nations  in  the  , 
world,  were  absolutely  denied  any  know-  j 
ledge  whatever  of    the  facts    of    Irish  ! 
history.       It  was  even    worse  now    in  j 
the  national  schools  than  it  used  to  be  | 
when   he  was   a  student  at  one  of  the : 
Queen's  Colleges.    In  his  time  they  were 
allowed   some    glimpses  of   the  history  , 
of    Ireland     down    to  the   invasion  of 
Henry  II.     It  stopped  at  the  year  1172  ; 
and   what  happened  after  that  1  What ' 
the  relations  were  between  England  and  i 
Ireland   from  1172  to   the  present  day  I 
were  a  perfect  blank  and  mystery  to  any  j 
student  who  received  no  other  knowlege  j 
of  Irish  history  besides  that  embodied  in  i 
the    text    books    used    in    the    Queen's ' 
Colleges.     It  was  worse  in  the  case  of  ' 
the  national  schools,  which  did  not  teach 
either  ancient  or  modern  Irish  history,  and 
he  was  perfectly  certain  that  no  person 
who   proposed    to   teach    modern    Irish 
history  from  the  days  of  Cromwell  to  the 
present  day  and    applied   for    a    grant 
would  receive  it.     That  was  quite  right 
on  the  part  of  the  authorities,  who  were 
put  there  to  denominationalise  the  people. 
The  Board  was  an  institution  composed 
of  men  who  had  no  sympathy  with  the 
aspirations  of  the  people,  but  were  con- 
trolled by  the  Chief  Secretary  of  the  day. 
If  tho  National  Board  attempted  to  con- 
duct their  system  on  principles  that  were 
really  in  consonance  with  the  feelings  and 
convictions  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  that 
moment   steps   would  be   taken   by   the 
Government  in  England,  by  its  representa- 
tives in  Dublin  Castle,  to  stop  them.     He 
had  no  hope  that  the  Board  would  bs 
changed  until  they  had  Home  H\i\e,\>\it\i& 
Mr.  Clancy. 


hoped  that  during  the  coming  recess  the 
Chief  Secretary  would  be  able  to  devote 
some  portion  of  his  time  to  icinove  what 
was  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  scandal. 


♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  he  did  not 
remember  a  session  since  1871  when  this 
subject  of  Irish  education  had  not  l>een 
discussed.  They  had  now  arrived  at  a 
period  when  tho  question  really  ought  to 
be  taken  in  hand  by  the  Government. 
This  was  practically  a  session  when  an 
Irish  Parliament  was  sitting  at  West- 
minster. There  were  not  more  than  half- 
a-dozen  British  Members  who  had  taken 
the  trouble  to  listen  to  the  present 
debate,  and  that  state  of  things  would 
continue — at  least  until  they  went  to  a 
division.  What  was  the  question  that 
ought  to  be  faced  in  discussing  national 
education  in  Ireland  1  The  education  in 
that  country  was  controlled  by  a  Board 
that  was  not  responsible  to  Parliament  in 
the  same  way  as  were  other  Boards, 
because  over  and  over  again  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  admitted  that  he  had  no 
power  to  make  the  Board  do  certain 
things.  Why  should  that  Board  be 
allowed  to  exist  outside  the  region  of 
Parliamentary  control  1  If  they  stopped 
the  Vote  they  would  stop  education ;  and 
the  real  truth  was  that  these  sixteen  or 
twenty  gentlemen  were  absolutely  masters 
of  the  situation,  and,  short  of  stopping 
their  supplies,  there  was  no  control 
whatever  over  them.  He  was  not  in- 
clined to  deny  that  the  National 
Board  of  Education  had  done  good 
work  in  the  past  ;  but  they  were 
now  hopelessly  out  of  date,  and  the 
sooner  their  system  was  changed  the 
sooner  would  education  have  a  chance 
in  the  country.  The  Chief  Secretary 
had  got  rid  of  a  good  deal  of  trouble  by 
his  dealings  with  the  land  question,  and 
if  he  desired  further  conquests  probably 
he  would  find  the  education  question 
would  be  as  tempting  a  field  for  conquest 
as  the  land  question  was  when  he  first 
surveyed  it.  There  were  signs  in  Ireland, 
and  especially  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
that  the  hard  crust  of  the  earth  was 
breaking,  and  if  the  Chief  Secretary 
liked  to  try  his  hand  he  might  get  a 
conference  something  like  the  land  con- 
ference which  would  help  him  in  arriving 
\  bX  *.  ^Ttf\m\<y&  qtl\!h&  difficult^question. 
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There  would  be  no  zones  on  this  ques- 
ton  and  there  would  be  no  matter  of 
money. 

Mr.   T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  A 
torrid  zone,  certainly. 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  baid  he  had  no  I 
desire  to  enter  into  a  question  of  de- : 
nominational  versus  mixed  education.  | 
All  his  life,  in  the  abstract,  he  had  been 
in  favour  of  mixed  education,  higher 
an.l  primary.  He  had  always  con- 
sidered in  the  abstract  that  the  children 
of  the  country  should  be  educated 
together  and  should  grow  up  children 
of  that  country.  He  had  always,  in  the 
abstract,  believed  that  such  a  state 
of  things  should  prevail.  But  the  abstract 
was  not  of  much  use  for  anything  in 
Ireland.  Whatever  their  opinion  might 
be  in  the  abstract  they  had  to  give  way 
to  the  hard  facts  of  the  situation,  and 
the  hard  fact  of  the  educational  situation 
in  Ireland  was  that  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  people  in  Ireland- 
Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant — would 
not  have  mixed  education.  They  were 
all  in  favour  of  it  in  the  abstract  but 
they  would  not  have  it  in  the  concrete, 
and  it  would  be  found  that  in  every 
Presbyterian  congregation  where  it  was 
possible  there  was  a  school  under  Pres- 
byterian auspices  ;  in  every  Episcopalian 
congregation  would  be  found  a  school 
linden  Episcopalian  auspices ;  and  in 
every  Methodist  congregation  there 
would  be  a  school  under  Methodist 
auspices.  He  had  always  been  in  favour 
of  mixed  education,  higher  and  lower, 
but  there  was  no  use  in  kicking  against 
the  pricks  or  in  forcing  abstract  ideas 
upon  people  who  did  not  bel  eve  in  them 
as  realities.  He  was,  however,  perfectly 
convinced  that  they  were  close  to  the 
time  when  this  whole  educational  system 
must  be  grappled  with,  both  higher  and 
primary  ;  and  it  would  be  found,  if  the 
Chief  Secretary  did  take  it  up,  not  so 
very  difficult  of  solution  after  all,  because 
there  was  a  great  deal  to  give  people 
hope  in  Ireland  at  the  present  time.  Old 
ideas  were  passing  away  and  people 
were  beginning  to  agree  with  each  other, 
work  with  each  other,  and  feel  with  each 
other,  and  he  believed  they  were  close 
at  hand  to  the  time  when  the  education 
quest  on   could   be  solved,   and    solved 


|  satisfactorily  to  all  classes  of  the  country. 
He  rather  regretted  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Galway, 
who  was  the  first  to  drag  the  denomina- 
tional question  into  the  debate.  It  was 
not,  so  far  as  the  training  college  was  con- 
cerned, a  question  of  denominationalism 
at  all ;  it  was  a  question  of  common 
decency,  and  it  was  on  that  ground  that 
he  put  it  before  the  House.  He  used 
the  word  "denominational"  colleges  no 
doubt  because  that  was  the  only  word  to 
describe  the  situation.  The  facts  were 
simply  that  the  denominational  colleges 
—two  Catholic  and  one  Protestant 
Episcopalian — had  all  satisfactory  homes 
and  satisfactory  appliances,  and  the  sum 
of  £100,000  had  been  spent  upon  them. 
He  did  not  object  to  that  expenditure  in 
the  least,  but  there  was  another  college 
actually  in  existence.  They  were  not 
3etting  it  up,  it  was  a  Government  college 
acting  with  their  own  institutions ;  to 
that  college  went  Presbyterians,  Metho- 
dists, and  a  small  minority  of  Catholics ; 
and  so  long  as  the  Government  maintained 
that  college  they  were  bound  to  maintain 
it  adequately  and  decently. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  when  he 
found  this  debate  was  coming  on  he 
thought  that  if  he  looked  up  the  Report 
of  the  Royal  Education  Commissioners 
he  would  be  able  to  see  something  of 
what  was  being  done.  He  had  spent  an 
hour  looking  for  it  in  the  library  and 
then  discovered  that  it  was  only  presented 
w>  the  House  on  Friday  last  and  was  not 
yet  printed.  It  was  most  desirable,  when 
chore  was  so  much  talk  about  education 
ind  this  revised  programme,  that  the 
Committee  should  know  what  was  being 
done.  Education  was  being  very  much 
spoken  of,  but  he  wanted  to  know  what  it 
wa«  that  was  being  done  in  these  unhappy 
institutions  known  as  the  national  schools, 
and  what  the  unfortunate  children  went 
into  this  penal  sorvitude  to  learn,  and 
when  they  were  voting  £1,500,000 
for  education  in  Ireland  they  ought  to 
ne  able  to  go  to  the  librarian  of  the 
House  and  get  at  the  curriculum  that  was 
boing  taught  in  the  country,  so  that  they 
might  be  able  to  know  what  these  unfor- 
tunate little  creatures  were  imbibing 
under  this  system.  It  was  exceedingly 
strange  that  although  this  system  was  so 
departmentalised  he  was  *tta  \»  ^»  "*** 
idea,  yA\ateN*?  Vypcfc  ^fe  xwssA*  ^    ^ 
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House  of  what  was  being  taught,  but 
it  was  a  remarkable  thing  that  he  had 
been  able  to  ascertain  what  the  teachers 
had  to  learn,  and,  having  arrived  at  that, 
he  had  been  able  to  gather  in  some 
measure  what  the  children  were  allowed 
to  learn.  He  turned  up  the  Papers 
(and  let  the  Committee  imagine  a  little 
Munster  child  being  taught  geography 
by  his  master).  He  had  to  pass  an 
examination.    There  were  ten  questions — 

'*  (1)  Draw  a  map  of  the  six  northern  counties 
of  England  showing  the  mountain  ranges  and 
general  drainage  system  of  this  part  of  the 
country.  (2)  On  the  outline  map  supplied  to 
you  indicate  by  shading  or  colouring  the 
insular  possessions  of  Great  Britain  and  mark 
the  position  of  Olga  Bay,  Ashantee,  the  Swan 
River,  Port  Elizabeth,  Adelaide,  Zanzibar,  and 
Durban.  (3)  Name  the  principal  mineral 
products  of  England,  and  the  districts  where 
they  are  found.  (4)  What  tracts  of  country 
are  included  in  the  great  European  plain. 
Mention  any  barren  regions  to  be  found  in 
Europe." 

Not  in  Connemara.  That  was  not 
brought  in  to  the  European  plain. 

"  (5)  Name  the  principal  British  ports  and 
those  on  the  other  side  of  the  water  for  our 
Atlantic  and  South  African  trade.  How  are 
those  trade  routes  protected  ?  " 

What  a  lot  of  Atlantic  and  South 
African  trade  there  was  from  Bantry 
Bay  and  Connaught. 

"  (6)  Account  for  the  great  commercial  and 
industrial  activity  along  the  Bristol  Channel 
and  the  estuary  of  the  Thames." 

They  were  not  to  account  for  the 
want  of  it  along  the  Shannon,  the  Lea, 
the  Boyne,  and  the  Blackwater. 

"  (7)  Compare  the  highlands  and  lowlands  of 
Scotland  as  to  climate,  natural  features,  and 
industrial  resources.  What  forms  the  bound- 
ary between  the  two.  (8)  Give  an  account  of 
Western  Australia  with  reference  to  its  climate 
and  natural  products,  and  to  its  development 
within  the  last  few  years.  (10)  Give  a  full 
account  of  the  south-west  monsoon,  and  of  the 
causes  producing  it.  In  what  way  does  it 
affect  India?" 

That  was  what  the  teacher  had  to  pass 
in  geography.  He  looked  further  and 
he  found  ten  questions  which  the 
teachers  had  to  pass  in  the  "  History  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,"  and  this  was 
what  th^y  were  paying  to  have  Irish 
children  taught.  One  would  have 
thought  there  would  be  something  of 
the  history  of  Ireland ;  there  was 
one  question.  These  were  the  questions 
which  had  to  be  answered — 

"  (1)  Describe  the  advance  m  power  nwta 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy. 


by  the  English  House  of  Commons  under 
William  IIL  (2)  By  what  measures  was  the 
Irish  wool  trade  destioyed?  (3)  Name  the 
different  candidates  for  the  English  ciown  at 
the  death  of  Queen  Anne,  and  describe  the 
claims  of  each.  (4)  Describe  the  Annersley 
Case  and  the  Act  of  Parliament  to  which  it 
led." 

That  was  a  good  question. 

"  (5)  Give  a  full  account  of  the  Earl  of  Mar's 
Rebellion.  (6)  Write  a  short  description  of 
the  plan  of  operations  of  the  South  Sea  scheme 
and  give  its  history.  (7)  Describe  the  state 
of  the  English  Press  at  the  beginning  of  the 
18th  century.  (9)  What  were  the  principal 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  convention  of 
delegates  from  the  Ulster  Volunteers  which 
met  at  Dungannon  in  1782.  (10)  Write  a 
short  biography  of  Chatham  or  of  dive." 

He  would  much  prefer  them  to  write  a 
short  biography  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle 
man  the  Chief  Secretary  or  Lord  Edward 
Fitzgerald.  That  was  what  was  called 
national  education,  and  that  was 
what  they  pumped  into  these  unfor- 
tunate teachers,  and  they  were  expected 
to  pump  into  the  children.  It  would  be 
more  important  to  the  Irish  people  if  they 
were  taught  the  cultivation  of  the 
potato.  When  there  was  all  this 
talk  about  education  and  they  were 
spending  money  for  it  he  would  like 
to  see  a  practical  scheme  administered 
by  practical  people.  How  could  they 
have  a  practical  scheme  under  this. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  invited  to 
consider  Irish  education.  He  had  looked 
up  the  number  of  Chief  Secretaries  in  the 
last  few  years,  and  he  found  there  were 
fourteen  in  the  last  twenty-five  years — 
giving  an  average  tenure  of  office  of  less 
than  two  years—each  of  whom  only  re- 
garded his  position  as  a  spring-board  to 
so  me  Imperial  promotion — he  was  not 
speaking  of  the  last  two  or  three  in- 
cumbents of  the  office — and;  so  far  from 
considering  themselves  bound  in  any 
way  to  look  at  the  position  from  an 
Irish  point  of  view,  their  one  idea  was 
to  scurry  out  of  the  country  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  They  knew 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
present  Chief  Secretary  was  not  only 
master  of  his  duties,  but  was  in  thorough 
sympathy  with  the  people  he  had  t  > 
rule,  but  it  was  hopeless  to  suppose  they 
could  have  any  reform  in  the  elementary 
education  of  Ireland  until  the  members 
of  the  Board  appointed  for  that  purpose 
,  were  selected  for  their  knowledge  of  the 
\av\\y\w&.   TV%  «u&ii«Q&.   ^ntlemen  who 
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oomposed  the  present  Board  were  too 
eminent  for  him;  they  knew  too  much. 
What  interest  did  such  men  take  in 
what  children  ought  to  know,  what 
children  in  kindergarten  or  children  of 
an  older  age  ought  to  be  set  to.  They 
were  men  who  had  become  eminent  in 
various  walks  of  life,  and  who  were  the 
last  men  to  know  what  was  practical 
with  regard  to  education.  They  were 
Edmund  G.  Dease,  Esq.,  Sir  Malcolm  J. 
Inglis,  Sir  Percy  R.  Grace,  J.  Morell, 
Esq.,  Sir  Henry  Bellingham,  R.  H.  Chris- 
-topher  Palles,  Esq.  Rev.  Henry  Evans, 
Sir  Rowland  Blennerhassett,  His  Honour 
Judge  Shaw,  Rev.  Hamilton  B.  Wilson, 
Stanley  Harrington,  Esq.,  William  R.  J. 
Molloy,  Esq.,  Very  Rev.  John  Henry 
Bernard,  Right  Rev.  Mervyn  Archdale, 
William  Joseph  Miles  Starkie,  Esq.,  Right 
Hon.  Justice  Gibson,  Anthony  Traill, 
Esq.,  Right  Hon.  Lord  Frederick  Fitz- 
gerald, and  His  Honour  Judge  Carton. 
A  more  impracticable  Board  for 'the  pur- 
poses of  elementary  education  could  not 
be  created.  Was  it  to  be  expected  that 
the  Chief  Secretary,  whose  duties  were 
mainly  concerned  with  carrying  on  the 
King's  Government  from  a  political 
point  of  view,  and  who  was  not  selected 
for  his  knowlege  of  education  or  of  the 
educational  problem — was  it  to  be  ex- 
pected that  he,  in  his  necessarily  brief 
term  of  office,  would  attempt  to  reform 
this  Board  of  fifty  years  growth,  when  he 
knew  very  well  that  any  such  attempt 
would  simply  land  him  in  hot  water  ?  That 
was  the  chief  indictment  of  English  rule 
in  Ireland.  English  Members  were  per- 
fectly well  intentioned,  but  they  could 
not  get  at  what  the  Irish  people  wanted 
in  these  respects.  A  foolish  Minister 
started  a  system  fifty  or  sixty  years  ago 
'  when  times  were  altogether  different, 
and  that  system,  of  its  own  vis  inertias, 
continued  simply  because  the  English 
Government  could  not  make  up  its  mind 
what  to  put  in  its  place. 

It  was  a  most  deplorable  thing  that  so 
able  a  man  as  Dr.  Starkie  should  have 
embroiled  himself  as  he  had  done  by  his 
foolish  speech,  and  set  in  opposition  to 
himself  the  general  body  of  the  managers 
of  the  country  who  had  charge  in  some 
form  of  the  national  schools.  These 
managers,  who  did  not  trust  the  Board 
as  a  whole,  and  who  were  necessarily 
brought  more  into  touch  with  its  official, 


had  been  assailed  by  him  as  the  propaga- 
tors of  ignorance  and  the  abettors  of 
darkness.  How,  under  such  circum- 
stances, could  they  be  expected  ever  again 
to  have  any  sympathy  with  Dr.  Starkie, 
or  any  trust  in  the  Board  1  It  was  an  ex- 
traordinary doctrine  Dr.  Starkie  had  laid 
down.  These  men  were  appointed  mana- 
gers largely  on  spiritual  and  religious 
grounds,  to  act  as  the  spiritual  custodians 
of  the  district,  to  prevent  any  contamina- 
tion of  the  pupils,  and  to  see  that  there 
was  none  of  that  proselytism  which  Dr. 
Whately  admitted  this  Board  was  founded 
to  set  on  foot.  It  was  absurd  to  expect 
them  to  go  into  questions  ot  what  might 
be  called  the  lay  curriculum,  to  brighten 
up  the  schoolmasters,  or  to  insist  on  new 
methods.  A  priest,  parson,  or  Presby- 
terian minister  was  not  necessarily  an 
educationist  at  all.  His  function  was 
largely  negative.  He  had  not  to  see 
whether  or  not  freehand  drawing  was 
properly  taught,  or  to  examine  in  men- 
suration or  cube-root,  or  to  see  that  the 
teaching  of  French  or  German  was 
efficient.  Those  duties  were  no  more 
cast  upon  him  than  upon  the  first  doctor 
or  barrister  that  could  be  met.  Of 
course  most  of  them,  because  of  their 
position  as  managers,  did  take  an  interest 
in  lay  subjects,  and  were  most  anxious, 
— as  their  results  depended  upon  it — 
that  their  pupils  should  be  proficient ; 
but  to  say  that  these  men,  perhaps  in 
small,  desolate,  and  poor  parishes,  with 
the  humble  resources  at  their  command, 
were  to  be  responsible  for  the  education 
of  the  children,  which  the  Government 
of  Great  Britain  had  taken  out  of  their 
hands,  and  to  attack  them  if  that  educa- 
tion was  deficient,8howedanutter  miscon- 
ception of  the  position  of  these  managers, 
and  proved  that  Dr.  Starkie  understood 
neither  their  position  nor  his  own.  He 
was  afraid  that  Dr.  Starkie— he  re- 
gretted having  to  say  it  as  he  had  hoped 
much  from  that  gentleman's  originality 
of  thought — could  not  in  the  future  be 
a  success  in  his  present  position.  He 
was  a  civil  servant  of  distinction,  and 
was  entitled  to  some  recognition  from  the 
Government,  and  there  were  great  educa- 
tional posts  which  he  was  well  qualified 
to  fill.  But  when  Dr.  Starkie  selected 
Belfast  as  the  venue,  and  the  British 
Association  as  the  audience^  fcrc  ^tcm^*^ 
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country,  it  was  idle  to  expect  that  any- 
thing "he  did  in  the  future  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  functions  would  regain  for 
him  the  confidence  of  the  managei-s  which 
it  was  essential  that  a  man  in  his  position 
should  enjoy.  He  hoped  that  the  Govern- 
ment, without  in  any  way  injuring  Dr. 
Starkie's  future,  would  be  able  to  make 
some  arrangement  whereby  he  would  be 
provided  with  a  post  in  which  he  would 
be  more  calculated  to  enjoy  the  confidence 
of  those  whom  he  might  have  under  him. 

With  regard  to  the  Marlborough  Street 
Training  College,  he  and  others  did  not 
desire  that  it  should  be  deprived  of  the 
ordinary  amenities,  the  enjoyment  of 
which  should  be  the  lot  of  everyone  who 
was  trained  in  such  a  place,  but  this  was 
not  a  question  which  could  stand  by 
itself.  There  were  four  or  five  training 
colleges  in  the  country  not  richly  endowed 
or  efficiently  equipped.  The  Protestant 
and  the  Catholic  Colleges  in  Dublin  were, 
he  believed,  fairly  well  off  m  that  respect. 
Ten  years  ago  the  Prime  Minister  made 
the  important  declaration  that  the 
training  colleges  then  in  existence  should 
be  put  on  the  same  financial  footing, 
whether  Catholic  or  Protestant ;  but  that 
pledge,  though  possibly  it  was  not  the 
fault  of  the  Prime  Minister,  had  not 
been  fulfilled,  and  although  training 
colleges  had  been  established  in  Belfast, 
Limerick  and  Waterford,  the  provision 
made  for  them  had  fallen  lamentably  short 
of  the  necessities  of  the  case.  One  of  the 
best  means  of  improving  the  position 
of  the  children  in  Ireland  was  to  see  that 
the  teachers  were  properly  trained,  and  he 

deplored  that  teachers,  whether  Catholic,  j  He  doubted,  too,  whether  the  hon.  and 
Protestant,  or  Presbyterian,  should  be  |  learned  Member  was  accurate  in  suggest- 
brought  up  in  insanitary  and  unsuitable  j  ing  that  the  demise  of  the  Crown  on  the 


way.  As  to  the  remaining  portion 
the  money,  the  teachers  of  Ireland  had 
undoubtedly  put  forward  an  unselfish 
claim.  They  did  not  want  any  of  it  for 
the  pui-pose  of  increasing  their  salaries, 
or  enhancing  their  pensions,  or  improving 
their  present  position,  but  they  did  point 
out  that  the  money  if  spent  amongst 
them  would  be  a  very  great  boon.  As 
far  as  he  could  make  out,  if  distributed, 
it  would  not  mean  a  £10  note  per  annum, 
and  it  was  not  desirable  that  it  should  be 
spent  in  dribs  and  drabs,  as  the  best  use 
would  not  then  be  made  of  it.  He  was 
very  anxious  that  the  money  should  be 
effectively  spent,  and  the  responsibility 
for  it  must  largely  be  on  the  Minister  cf 
the  day.  He  felt  considerable  personal 
sympathy  with  the  demand  that  nad 
been  made,  and  it  was  only  the  knowledge 
that  the  Chief  Secretary  was  about  to 
leave  the  House  which  prevented  him  en- 
larging on  the  matter. 


Thk  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  said  he 
did  not  feel  competent  todeal  with  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member's  amusing  analysis  of 
the  syllabus  of  the  subjects  taught  to 
teachers  in  Ireland,  although  he  thought 
Memhers  would  agree  that  the  syllabus 
showed  some  advance  on  the  days  of  their 
own  pupilage.  On  the  merits,  he  thought 
Irishmen  might  do  worse  than  devote  a 
great  deal  of  attention  to  the  ocean  trade 
routes  of  the  world,  as  they  had  a  con- 
siderable interest  in  the  subject,  Irish 
children  of  all  denominations  heard  a 
great  deal  about  William  III.,  though 
what  they  heard  was  not  always  the  same. 


surroundings,  and  as  might  be  said  of  the 
Marlborough  Street  College,  in  an  almost 
pagan  quarter.  What  was  the  remedy  ? 
A  remedy  would  be  to  provide  all  classes 
with  suitable  training  equipment.  The 
central  institutions  for  Protestants  and 
Catholics  in  Dublin  were  fairly  efficient, 
but  Belfast,  Limerick  and  Waterford 
were  anxious  to  train  their  own  teachers, 
and  it  was  not  too  much  to  ask  that  those 
institutions  should  have  some  further 
assistance  from  the  State.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
intended  to  apply  the  development  grant 
to  this  purpose,  but  some  portion  ol  t\vfc  / 


death  of  Queen  Anne  was  a  matter  which 
had  no  importance  in  Ireland.  But 
passing  from  that  point,  he  desired  to  take 
a  bird's  eye  view  of  the  debate  as  a  whole. 
It  was  two  years  since  they  debated  the 
Irish  Education  Votes,  and  those  Votes, 
as  was  pointed  out  to-day,  and  also  two 
years  ago,  gave  an  opportunity  for  the 
general  discussion  of  the  whole  subject  of 
education  in  Ireland,  an  opportunity 
which  was  a  very  valuable  one.  Hon. 
Members  representing  Irish  constituencies 
had  indulged  in  a  great  latitude  of 
criticism  and  suggestion,  and  they  were 


ojiite  right.     Such  a  debate  as  they  had 
money  might  very  well  b*  uaed  in  W  v»Y»&™  w&\A^^ 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy. 
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bo  madness  on  the  part  of  any  Govern- 
ment to  attempt  to  touch  the  question  of 
education  in  Ireland  unless  it  had  such 
guidance  as  could  only  be  given  by  such 
a  debate  as  that  to  which  they  had  just 
listened.  But  the  Minister  of  the  day 
could  not  himself  indulge  in  so  great  a 
latitude  of  criticism,  and  still  less  of 
suggestion.  If  he  ventured  to  criticise 
the  system,  which  might  be  considered 
antiquated,  it  might  be  thought  he  was 
criticising  the  gentlemen  who  gave  their 
time  and  services  to  education  in  Ireland. 
That  would  be  both  unjust  and  un- 
generous. Whatever  quarrel  they  had 
with  education  in  Ireland  it  must  be 
recognised  that  men  of  distinction  did 
there  for  nothing  work  which  in  every 
other  country  in  the  world  was  highly 
paid.  Therefore,  they  ought  not  to  Took 
in  an  unfriendly  spirit  at  the  work  done 
by  those  gentlemen  who  offered  their 
services  to  their  country,  and  got  no 
reward  of  any  sort  or  kind  or  description. 
He  could  not  follow  the  example  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone,  who  held 
out  the  expectation  that  the  Government 
would  forthwith  set  its  hand  to  some 
reform  of  education  in  Ireland.  It  would 
not  be  proper  for  him  to  hold  out  that 
expectation,  because  his  views  on  the 
subject  were  crude  and  immature.  He 
knew  It  was  difficult,  and  no  man  would 
even  hold  out  the  faintest  promise  of  any 
great  reform  upon  this  subject  until  he 
had  devoted  at  least  six  months  or  a 
year  to  the  almost  exclusive  study  of 
some  of  the  difficulties  involved.  Those 
difficulties  were  very  great,  and  the 
speeches  they  had  heard  that  afternoon 
illustrated  the  magnitude  of  those  diffi- 
culties. 

The  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  in 
particular  sounded  a  very  definite  note 
in  regard  to  this  problem  when  tie  said 
that  the  denominational  system  was  a 
necessity,  and  the  great  majority  of 
hon.  Members  who  had  spoken  agreed 
him.  The  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  stated  quite  clearly  that  al- 
though he  preferred  an  undenomi- 
national system  he  despaired  altogether 
of  ever  seeing  an  undenominational  system 
in  Ireland.  He  thought  the  denomi- 
national system  was  suited  to  Ireland, 
and  it  would  be  absurd  for  anyone  to 
attempt  to  uproot  that  system  which  in 
the  main  he  thought  was  a  blessing  to 
Ireland.     The    denominational     system 


J  worked  well  in  Ireland  but  not  in  other 
J  countries.     An  important  section  of  the 
I  people  preferred  undenominational  educa- 
tion and  they  must  be  allowed  to  hold 
that    view,    and    they    ought    not     to 
chop     logic     over     words     upon     this 
question.     If  they. were  to  assist  Edu- 
cation  in  Ireland  he   thought  it  must 
be  in  the  spirit  which    had    prevailed 
that  afternoon  which  distinctly  declared 
that  denominational  it  must    be,    but 
(they   were   willing  to  show  toleration 
toward*  each  other.     What  filled   him 
with  mosk  hope  in    the  course  of  thw 
debate  that  afternoon   was  that    while 
great  insistence  wai  laid  upon  the  neces- 
sity  of  preserving  the  denominational 
system,   there  seemed  to  be  a  general 
desire  to  assist  all  denominations  alike 
in  certain  respects,   for    almost    every 
speaker  spoke  in  favour  of  improving 
the  sanitation  of  schools,  and,  he  thought 
he  ought  to  add  the  improvement  of 
training  colleges.     In   1891;  the  Marl- 
borough Street  Training  College  was  the 
only  training  college    which   had    any 
status  at  all,  and   the   present  Prime 
Minister  levelled  up  three  other  training 
colleges  to  the  level  of  the  Marlborough 
Street  Training  College.    It  had   been 
said  that  the  Marlborough  Street  Train- 
ing College  had  not  such  a  good  free- 
home  as  the  threedenominational  colleges. 
He  came  to  that  conclusion,  and  he  held 
I  that  it  was  not  proper  that  a  training 
college  cheri  hed  by  a  great  section  of 
opinion  in  Ireland  >hould  have  a  build- 
ing in  which  it  was  not  desirable  that 
Jyounjr   men  should   be    put    For   his 
j  part  he  thought  that  the  change  in  the 
i  site  of  the  Marlborough  Street  Training 
(College  would  be  a  proper  charge  to  put 
I  upon  the  Irish  development  grant.     He 
I  thought  that  much  that  had  been  said 
upon   this  point   would  justify  him  in 
[  expecting  that  it  would  not  be  considered 
a     very    controversial   charge.      They 
( ought  to  look  to  sanitation,  decency,  and 
j  propriety  in  all  public  buildings  erected 
1  in  the  cause  of  education. 

1    Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  What  about  the 
!  other  three  colleges  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  under  the 
(arrangement   of    1891  the  other  three, 
colleges  tecevvfcd  *  \gc*fcX&*i&.   *\\vfcVwv. 
MemW  opposite  vpfe*  AWtasSr^  «^ 
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Waterford.  He  thought  something 
oould  be  done  with  respect  to  those 
colleges,  but  he  had  not  yet  gone  suffi- 
ciently into  the  question  to  be  able  to 
say  what  should  be  done.  Looking  at 
the  problem  generally  an  easy  solution 
had  been  offered  to  them  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Nottingham,  and  all 
they  wanted  to  accomplish  it  was  money. 
If  they  had  unlimited  money  they  could 
make  the  Irish  system  of  education,  even 
with  its  admitted  defects,  a  very  popular 
one.  The  trouble  was  that  the  system 
must  be  denominational,  and  conse- 
quently they  had  to  have  a  large  number 
of  schools,  more  proportionately  even 
than  in  England,  where  there  was  an 
undenominational  system.  Ireland  in 
many  districts  was  a  very  poor  country, 
so  poor,  in  fact,  that  they  could  not 
expect  to  get  any  substantial  contribu- 
tion from  the  rates,  if  indeed  they  could 
expect  to  get  any  contribution  at  all 
Consequently  the  system  became  on  this 
account  an  expensive  one,  and  if  they 
had  to  spend  a  good  deal  of  money  upon 
training  colleges  they  could  not  spend 
money  without  limit  upon  the  erection  of 
schools  and  supplying  them  with  all 
modern  appliances.  It  was  difficult  for 
him  to  proceed  along  that  path  unless  it 
had  been  carefully  reconnoitred  in  advance. 
He  did  not  wish  to  say  a  word  which 
would  justify  any  hon.  Member  of  the 
Committee  believing  that  he  was  blind 
to  the  present  conditions  of  the  schools 
in  Ireland,  or  that  he  was  opposed  to 
Irish  children  having  brighter  surround- 
ings during  their  school  days,  and 
more  warmth,  or  that  he  wished 
that  they  should  be  exposed  to 
insanitary  surroundings.  He  would 
remind  the  Committee,  however,  that 
the  question  of  finance  had  to  be  faced. 
He  would  give  one  illustration  to  show 
that  they  must  see  where  they  were  going, 
and  how  fast  they  were  going.  He 
knew  a  case  in  which  a  woman  was  the 
mistress  of  a  school  attended  by  thirteen 
children,  and  consequently  that  school 
was  entitled  to  a  capitation  grant ;  but 
out  of  the  thirteen  of  those  children,  nine 
were  her  own.  [An  Hon.  Member: 
You  ought  to  give  her  an  extra 
grant.]  In  the  days  of  ancient  Rome 
she  would  have  received  a  Toward  from 


other  grounds;  but  he  did  not  think 
it  would  be  fair  to  introduce  the 
jus  trium  liberorum,  especially  if  the 
payment  would  have  to  be  made 
thrice.  The  preservation  of  the  de- 
nominational system  in  Ireland  brought 
up  the  expense  because  of  the  increased 
number  of  schools  required,  and  there- 
fore they  could  not  have  so  much  money 
to  spend  upon  other  aspects  of  the 
educational  question.  He  agreed  that 
the  question  of  the  proper  heating  of 
the  schools  and  sanitation  was  one  that 
ought  certainly  to  be  considered.  He 
was  glad  to  hear  from  several  hon. 
Members  that  they  did  not  entertain 
the  hope  of  putting  in  the  most 
expensive  modern  heating  appliances. 
Certainly  Ireland  was  not  rich 
enough  for  that.  It  was  much 
better  that  she  should  have  the  de- 
nominational education  she  desired  than 
that  she  should  have  the  latest  electrical 
appliances,  which  might  be  needed  in 
Liverpool  for  ventilation,  but  which  were 
not  required  on  the  mountain  side  where 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  natural  ventila- 
tion. It  was  the  same  in  regard  to 
playgrounds.  In  a  town  or  large  village 
a  playground  was  a  very  proper  pro- 
vision, and  most  desirable.  For  nis  part, 
when  he  was  a  boy  he  would  much 
sooner  have  gone  out  on  to  the  bog 
to  amuse  himself  than  do  as  the  children 
did  in  an  English  school,  that  was,  play 
in  a  sanded  yard  with  railings  round, 
which  reminded  one  forcibly  of  the 
Zoological  Gardens.  Where  there  was 
not  the  open  countryside  an  effort  should 
be  made  to  secure  a  playground,  pro- 
vided they  had  some  regard  to  economy, 
not  so  much  for  the  sake  of  the  general 
taxpayer,  but  for  the  sake  of  Ireland 
Ireland  could  not  afford  the  gilt-edged 
education  which  London  and  Liverpool 
thought  they  could  afford,  and  pay  for 
very  largely  out  of  the  rates. 

He  had  endeavoured  to  deal  with  this 
question  in  a  general  way.  The  hon. 
Member  for  West  Kerry  took  them 
seriatim  through  certain  questions.  His 
own  views  in  regard  to  the  teachers  of 
Ireland  were  well  known,  and  they 
remained  what  they  were  before.  The 
particular  question  of  the  night  schools 
conducted  by  Colonel  Moore  had  been 
grant    had  been 


the   State,  not  on  educational,  Wt  oxvx  \rcavx$v\»  >^  W\,  tke 
Mr.  fFyndham. 
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made,  and  why  should  they  re- 
open the  controversy.  The  hon. 
Member  dealt  chiefly  with  building  grants, 
playgrounds,  and  sanitation.  He  was 
quite  clear  that  a  portion  of  the  Irish 
grant  ought  to  go  towards  levelling  up 
these  schools,  but  it  should  be  upon  an 
Irish  scale,  and  not  upon  the  scale  of 
great  industrial  cities.  As  the  hon. 
Member  had  stated,  if  they  were  to 
accede  to  all  the  requests  made  they 
might  spend  another  £500,000  a  year  on 
education,  and  he  thought  that  justified 
him  in  advocating  a  certain  amount  of 
caution.  The  next  specific  point  urged 
upon  the  Committee  was  the  propriety 
of  reducing  the  average  attendance 
which  justified  the  appointment  of  two 
teachers  to  fifty.  He  would  give  that 
his  earnest  and  favourable  attention. 
He  thought  it  was  a  proper  reform  and 
one  of  manageable  dimensions.  The 
hon.  Member  for  South  Kerry,  who  also 
took  a  great  interest  in  education,  was 
the  first  of  several  speakers  who  criticised 
the  address  made  by  Dr.  Starkie.  Dr. 
Starkie  was  an  educationist  who  was 
deeply  keen  on  the  subject  of  education, 
and  on  that  occasion  and  others  he  had 
expressed  his  conviction  with  a  good 
deal  of  vehemence.  He  knew  as  a  fact 
that  Dr.  Starkie  was  not  criticising,  as 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  thought, 
the  priests  or  Catholic  managers,  but  all 
managers  indiscriminately.  In  so  far 
as  Dr.  Starkie  went  in  that  direction  he 
held  that  the  management  of  many  of 
these  schools  left  much  to  be  desired. 
He  knew  that  Dr.  Starkie  did  not  intend 
that  to  be  a  charge  specifically  levelled 
against  Catholics. 

Mr.  JDILLON  said  in  that  case  Dr. 
Starkie's  language  was  most  unfor- 
tunate, for  he  conveyed  quite  another 
impression  to  his  audience  and  to  others 
who  read  his  address  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  was  un- 
fortunate in  his  language,  as  many  hon. 
Members  in  this  House  often  were  when 
they  used  language  which  did  not  express 
what  they  meant  The  real  point  was 
what  did  the  man  mean  1  He  did  not 
mean  it  to  be  a  charge  directed  specifi- 
cally against  schools  under  Catholic 
management.  Dr.  Starkie  had  rendered 
yeoman  service  to  the  course  of  educa- ' 


tion  in  Ireland,  and  he  did  not  know 
what  they  should  do  without  him.  The 
rest  of  the  debate  had  been  directed 
against  the  National  Commissioners.  It 
was  true  that  they  were  appointed  to 
see,  if  he  might  put  it  so,  fair  play 
between  the  various  denominations  in 
Ireland,  but  they  did  a  good  deal  of  other 
work.  In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Starkie  that 
Board  would  feel  that  it  could  notcontinue 
the  arduous  work  imposed  on  it.  The 
Committee  were  aware  that  he  himself,  in 
common  with  others  who  had  studied  the 
qt iestion,saw  the  great  disabilities  involved 
under  the  present  system  and  would 
desire  to  see  changes  carried  out  if  they 
could  be  carried  out  without  striking  at 
denominational  education,  on  which  ire- 
land  set  such  store. 

Mr.  DILLON  asked  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  anything  to  say 
about  the  model  schools. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  the  model 
schools  were  somewhat  in  the  same 
position  as  the  Marlborough  Street  Train- 
ing College.  They  represented  a  certain 
section  of  teachers  whom  it  was  strongly 
desirous  to  maintain,  for  if  the  considerable 
funds  which  were  now  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Government  were  devoted,  as  in  the 
main  they  would  be,  to  the  assistance  of 
education  in  Ireland  in  consonance  with 
the  wishes  of  the  majority  in  Ireland,  he 
was  clear  that  it  would  not  be  proper  at 
the  present  time  to  strike  a  blow  at  certain 
institutions  on  which  a  certain  section  in 
Ireland  set  great  store. 

Mr.  DILLON  asked  what  was  the  result 
of  the  inquiry  he  had  spoken  of. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  was  not 
aware  whether  that  inquiry  had  been 
carried  out,  but  at  the  present  moment 
an  inquiry  was  being  carried  on  which 
would  embrace  the  model  schools  and  all 
other  parts  of  Irish  education,  in  order 
that  such  changes  as  they  should  un- 
doubtedly have  to  make,  might  be 
economical  changes  and  might  not 
involve  public  money  when  there  was 
not  public  money  to  carry  out  all  that 
they  should  wish  to  see  carried  out 
in  connection  with  Irish  education. 
Further  than  ttafc  Yv*  $v\  t**.  V^tS*.^ 
could  go  »X  \>i*fc*T&. 
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Mr.  DILLON  asked  whether  the  right 


hon.  Gentleman  could  tell  the  Committee 
what  the  nature  of  the  inquiry  was  to 
be.    Was  it  to  be  a  private  inquiry  1 


must  to  some   extent  ba  starved.      In 


the  model  schools  the  cost  per  head  was 
considerably  more  than  double  what  it 
was    in    the    first    class    and    efficient 
national     schools,    and     therefore     he 
Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  it  was  a  private  I  trusted    the   inquiry  would    be  pushed 
inquiry.     He  did  not  wish  hon.  M  Tubers    forward    with    energy.      He   hoped    it 
to  think  that  he  thought  it  possible  to  '  would  not  be  one  ot    that  class  of  in 


carry  out  a  great  revolutionary  change 
in  Irish  education,  but  recognising,  as 
he  did  recognise,  that  in  respect  of 
accommodation  and  other  even  more 
important  respects  Irish   education  left 


quiries  about  which  nobody  could  get 
any  definite  information  whatever.  In 
the  model  schools  the  average  cost  per 
head  was  £4  17s.,  while  in  the  ordinary 
national   schools  it   was  £2  6s.      This 


a  great  deal  to  be  desired,  the  first  step,    seemed   to   indicate   that   there  was    a 


in  his  opinion,  was  to  measure  the  size 
of  the  problem,  and  to  measure  the 
amount  of  money  required.  For  that 
purpose  an  independent  inquiry  was 
being  conducted  into  Irish  education, 
and  when  he  had  the  results  of  that 
inquiry,  as  he  hoped  to  have  in  the 
course  of  a  month  or  two,  he  would  be 
in  a  better  position  to  consider  what 
changes  could  be  introduced  into  the 
system  believing  that  some  changes 
could  be  introduced  and  that  delay  was 
undesirable. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) 
said  the  rght  hon  Gentleman  made 
some  allusion  to  training  colleges,  and 
among  others  to  the  training  college  at 
Waterford.  He  asked  whether  he  under- 
stood the  right  hon.  Gentleman  cor- 
rectly as  saying  that  some  portion  of 
the  grant  was  due  to  assist  the  Water- 
ford Training  College,  which  was  built 
by  the  De  Sales  Society  and  which  had 
received  little  or  no  assistance. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  his  recollection 
of  the  request  put  before  him  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was  that  it 
was  not  for  a  grant,  but  to  raise  the 
number  of  pupils.  He  did  consider  that 
the  raising  of  the  number  of  pupils  was 
one  of  the  objects  contemplated. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.)  said  tho  right 


wasteful  expenditure  in  giving  education 
to  the  children  of  parent-*  who  could 
very  well  afford  to  pay  for  education  out 
of  their  own  pockets.  The  Attorney- 
General  had  admitted  that  the  cost  per 
head  in  the  Cork  modej  school  was  £7. 
That  was  a  monstrous  waste  of  money. 
The  school  was  built  to  accommodate 
1,226  pupils,  and  last  year  there  were 
only  260  in  average  daily  attendance. 
The  expenditure  was  £1,819.  Of  the 
260  in  average  attendance  thirty-two 
were  infants  or  children  in  the  lower 
standards.  He  had  intended  bringing 
before  the  Committee  what  he  believed 
to  be  the  unwise  and  injudicious  treat- 
ment meted  out  to  the  Cork  Technical 
Instruction  Committee,  but  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  said  that  he  would 
endeavour  to  find  a  modus  vivendi  he 
would  not  make  any  observations  on  the 
subject. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.-)  expressed  satisfaction  at  the  fact  that 
the  Chief  Secretary  had  acknowledged 
the  necessity  for  improving  the  condition 
of  the  schoolbouses  in  Ireland.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said  that  they 
jould  not  expect  in  Ireland  what  he 
called  gilt-edged  education.  Of  course 
they  did  not,  but  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  be  the  first  to  admit  that 
there  was  a  long  way  indeed  between 
hon.  Gentleman  had  spoken  of  some  gilt-edged  education,  whatever  that 
sort  of  inquiry  into  the  working  of  the  I  raigbt  be,  and  proper  conditions  in 
model  schools.  He  wished  to  point  out  |  inany  of  the  schools  in  the  country 
that  the  amount  spent  on  these  schools  districts  of  Ireland.  There  was  the 
was  largely  disproportionate  to  the  £reatest  need  for  many  of  the  school- 
results  obtained.  The  natural  conse-  bouses  being  put  in  a  proper  state 
quence  was  that  if  so  large  an  amount  °*  repair  a"d  made  comfortable  both 
-  was  spent  on  one  section  oi  Ternary  \  for  the  children  and  the  teachers, 
education  in  Ireland,  t\ie  Teat,  ol  co\\?^\TYv*   fv^gofc  Wv.  Gentleman    did    not 
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deal  with  the  complaints  made  against 
the  National  Board,  but  there  seemed  to 
run  through  his  speech  an  admission  of 
the  necessity  for  overhauling  the  system 
of  national  education  in  Ireland  generally. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  it  was  a 
question  of  money.  There  was,  at 
any  rate,  a  large  sum  of  money  avail- 
able now,  and  it  would  be  most  disap- 
pointing and  unsatisfactory  if  a  large 
portion  were  not  devoted  to  the  purpose 
of  improving  the  national  schools  and 
doing  what  was  necessary  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  children  throughout  the 
country. 


Mr.  GILHOOLY  (Cork  Co.,  W.)  said 
that  down  to  1900  the  classification  of 
teachers  in  Ireland  had  been  accomplished 
by  study,  examination,  and  successful 
professional  work,  but  in  that  year,  by 
a  despotic  order  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, or  of  the  Treasury,  the  classification 
was  stopped  and  what  was  called  a  system 
of  grading  was  substituted.  By  that 
alteration  first  class  teachers  had  been 
degraded  to  third  class  teachers,  and 
they  had  been  deprived  both  of  their 
status  and  their  emoluments.  If  educa- 
tion was  to  be  a  success  in  Ireland,  the 
teachers  must  not  be  discredited  in  their 
work.  When  the  alteration  was  made, 
he  believed  it  was  promised  that  no 
teacher  would  be  deprived  of  his  emolu- 
ments, and  he  thought  inquiry  should  be 
made  into  this  matter  by  the  Chief 
Secretary,  who  should  also  consider 
whether  some  improvement  should  not 
made  in  the  salaries  of  instructors  in 
needlework  and  in  kindergarten  work. 
These  were  supposed  to  give  all  their 
time  to  their  work,  and  their  salary 
was  only  £24  a  year. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 


Original  Question     put,    and    agreed 


to. 


2.  £530,  to  complete  tne  sum  for 
Endowed  Schools  Commissioners,  Ire- 
land. 

3.  £707,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
National  Gallery  of  Ireland. 

4.  £2,300,  to  complete  the  sum  t  for 
Queen's  Colleges,  Ireland. 


Resolutions  to  be  reported. 


Class  II. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed. 
"  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £106,499, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete 
the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31  st  day 
of  March,  1904,  for  the  Salaries  and  Ex- 
penses of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  other  Industries  and  Technical  In- 
struction for  Ireland,  and  of  the  Services 
administered  by  that  Department,  in- 
cluding sundry  Grants  in  Aid." 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said  he 
wished  to  ask  the  right  hon.  the 
Attorney-General  whether  he  was  in  a 
position  to  give  the  Committee  anything 
like  a  detailed  account  of  the  experiments 
in  the  growing  of  tobacco  in  Ireland 
undertaken  by  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment during  the  last  three  years.  He 
asked  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man this  Question  because  the  Minister 
representing  the  new  Agricultural  De- 
partment was  not  in  the  House.  Apart 
from  his  personality,  he  thought  that  it 
was  very  unfortunate  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  .  was  not  there  to 
ana  wer  directly  for  his  Department  when 
matters  affecting  it  were  brought  before 
the  House.  They  were  in  this  position, 
therefore,  that  while  they  had  recently 
established  this  most  useful,  and  in  many 
respects  effective  Department,  there  was 
no  representative  of  it  in  the  House^ 
This  matter  of  tobacco  growing  in 
Ireland  was  exciting  a  considerable 
amount  of  interest.  It  was  not  generally 
known  that  long  ago  tobacco  planting 
was  an  exceedingly  remunerative  in- 
dustry, giving  employment  to  large 
numbers  of  people  in  different  portions 
of  the  country.  Like  the  woollen  in- 
dustry, the  tobacco  industry  had  been 
destroyed  in  Ireland,  not  because  it  was 
a  failure  in  any  way,  or  unremunerative, 
but  solely  because  it  was  thought  desir- 
able that  nothing  should  be  done  to 
compete  with  the  English  Colonists  in 
America,  who  had  tobacco  plantations 
there.  Those  who  looked  into  the 
history  of  the  question  would  find  that  a 
petition  was  presented  to  Charles  II. 
asking  him  in  so  many  words  to  have  an 
Act  earned  in  this  House  to  suppress 
the  tobacco  industry  in  Ire\*\^  j&sm^ 
because  \\,  >waa  H>iiuQfe&\&%*  wA^^  ^ 
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compete  still  more,  with  the  English 
farmers  who  had  emigrated  to  Virginia 
and  Carolina,  and  engaged  in  tobacco 
planting.  When  they  heard  about  the 
cultivation  of  new  industries  in  the 
British  Empire,  he  thought  something 
should  be  done  to  revive  what  was  once 
a  very  large  industry  in  Ireland.  Four 
years  ago  he  had  the  opportunity  of 
calling  the  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  who  was  then  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  to  this  matter,  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  told  him 
that  if  the  experiments  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  were  successful  he 
would  do  everything  in  his  power  to 
encourage  an  industry  which  would  be 
of  great  advantage  to  Ireland,  and  of 
some  advantage  to  the  people  of  this 
country.  He  believed  that  these  ex- 
periments in  various  parts  of  Ireland 
where  the  tobacco  had  been  grown  had 
been  fairly  satisfactory,  but  he  had 
been  in  hopes  that  some  member  of  the 
Government  would  give  the  Committee 
details  of  the  progress  made.  This  year 
the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
met  a  deputation  of  Irish  Members  in 
the  most  friendly  manner,  and  said  that 
he  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  project  of 
tobacco  growing  in  Ireland,  and  that  if 
the  experiments  were  successful  he 
would  give  every  assistance  in  his 
power  to  assist  in  the  revival  of  the 
industry.  If  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  or  somebody 
competent  to  represent  him,  had  been 
in  the  House  he  believed  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  have 
been  called  upon  to  make  good  his  word. 
All  that  he  asked  now  was  that  the 
Attorney-General  for  Ireland  would 
be  good  enough  to  direct  attention 
to  his  remarks,  and  have  some  report 
made  on  the  matter. 

They  heard  a  good  deal  of  late, 
no  doubt  with  truth,  that  there  was 
a  great  desire  amongst  the  English 
people  to  help  in  promoting  the  pros- 
perity of  Ireland  without  any  injury 
to  themselves.  This  was  a  subject  which 
deeply  affected  the  prosperity  of  Ireland, 
because  if  it  could  be  shown  that  tobacco 
culture  could  be  successfully  engaged  in, 
a  very  great  industry  would  grow  up  in 
that  country.  Outside  agriculture  there 
was  really  no  employment  in  the   rural 

Mr.  Williapi  liedmond. 


districts  for  young  men  and  women,  and 
here  was  an  industry  perfectly  adapted 
to  an  agricultural  population,  in  which 
large  numbers  of  young  men  and  women 
might  be  employed  with  great  advantage 
to  themselves  and  the  country.  The 
cultivation  of  tobacco  in  Ireland  was 
distinctly  provided  for  in  the  Act  of 
Union ;  and  any  Member  who  looked  up 
the  Articles  of  the  Act  would  find  that 
in  Article  6  regulations  were  laid  down 
for  the  exportation  of  tobacco  from  Ire- 
land to  this  country,  and  also  as  to  the 
conditions  under  which  tobacco  might  be 
grown  in  Ireland.  A  law  was,  however, 
passed  in  1831  prohibiting  the  growing 
of  tobacco  in  Ireland.  That  was  really 
a  breach  of  the  Act  of  Union.  He  and 
his  friends  were  sometimes  denounced 
because  they  demanded  the  repeal  of  the 
Act  of  Union ;  but  with  reference  to 
tobacco  this  House  repealed  that  Act 
when  it  passed  the  Act  of  1831.  That 
only  made  the  Irish  case  harder,  because 
it  showed  that  when  it  suited  England, 
England  did  not  regard  the  Act  of  Union 
as  sacred.  It  might  appear  a  trivial 
matter ;  but  it  was  a  matter  in  which  great 
and  growing;  interest  was  taken  in  Ireland. 
Some  of  the  best  tobacco  manufacturers 
in  the  world,  some  of  the  most  indepen- 
dent, and  some  who  had  made  the  best 
fight  against  trusts  and  monopolies  of  the 
trade,  were  in  Ireland;  and  several  of 
them  expressed  the  greatest  desire  to  do 
everything  in  their  power  to  give  this 
industry  fair  play.  What  he  asked  the 
Government  to  do  was  to  repeal  the  Act 
which  prohibited  the  growing  of  tobacco 
in  Ireland.  When  they  heard  of 
nothing  but  preferential  tariffs,  when 
that  question  was  convulsing  the 
Cabinet  itself,  they  simply  asked  that 
sufficient  encouragement  should  be 
given  to  the  people  of  Ireland  to  establish 
this  industry  once  more,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  that  if  they  got  a  fair  chance  they 
would  be  able  to  show  that  tobacco- 
growing  as  an  industry  in  Ireland  would 
be  able  to  hold  its  own.  But  unless  they 
received  encouragement  from  the  Govern- 
ment it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to 
effect  anything.  He  knew  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  took  some 
interest  in  the  matter,  and  he  hoped 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
acquaint  himself  with  the  opinion  of  the 
Minister  in  charge  of  the  Agricultural 
Department  in  Ireland.     He  had  already 
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been  able  to  place  the  matter  very 
slightly  before  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  who  gave  him  some  encour- 
agement. He  did  not  know  whether  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  in  a 
position  to  make  any  statement  on  the 
matter  now ;  but  if  he  did  not,  it  was 
not  because  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
interest  was  lost,  but  because  he  was 
not  yet  satisfied  upon  all  matters  on 
which  he  had  asked  for  information. 
It  was  really  a  practical  question  which 
might  mean  a  great  deal  to  a  large 
number  of  people  in  Ireland.  A  Report 
of  a  Committee  of  this  House,  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Sir  Henry  Parnell,  a 
relative  of  the  great  Irish  Leader,  would 
fortify  every  statement  he  had  made  on 
the  subject.  There  was  a  real  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  Irish  farmers  to  re-establish 
what  was  once  a  thriving  industry  in 
their  country.  He  was  obliged  to  the 
Committee  for  the  attention  they  had 
given  him,  and  he  hoped  that  when  hon. 
Gentlemen  heard  of  Irish  tobacco  they 
would  not  turn  away  from  it. 


♦Sib  FREDERICK  WILLS  (Bristol,  N.) 
said  he  was  not,  of  course,  the  Member  for 
the  tobacco  trade  in  the  House,  because 
the  trade  was  not  qualified  to  elect  a  Mem- 
ber ;  but,  as  the  only  Member  present 
who  was  connected  with  the  trade,  he 
wished  to  say  that,  as  far  as  he  knew, 
there  could  be  no  feeling  whatever  on  the 
part  of  tobacco  manufacturers  against 
tobacco  being  grown  in  Ireland.  All  he 
could  say  was,  that  if  tobacco  could  be 
grown  in  Ireland,  and  well  grown, 
tobacco  manufacturers  would  hail  it  with 
delight.  Why  not  1  It  was  a  matter  of 
supreme  indifference  to  themanufacturers 
where  the  tobacco  came  from  as  long  as 
it  was  of  good  quality.  As  far  as  the 
revenue  was  concerned,  that  was  a 
matter  for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. No  doubt  his  right  hon.  friend 
would  be  able  to  guard  the  revenue. 
But  so  far  as  tobacco  manufacturers 
were  concerned,  there  would  be  no  pre 
judice  whatever  against  tobacco  grown 
in  Ireland.  Of  course,  those  who  knew 
anything  about  the  business  were  aware 
that  in  tobacco    growing    very    much 


depended  on  the  soil  and  climate,  and  if 
the  Irish  agriculturists  were  able  to 
produce  an  article  that  was  acceptable 
to  the  public,  he,  for  one,  did  not  see  why 
they  should  not  be  allowed  to  do  so. 
He  was  a  sympathiser  and  a  friend  of 
Ireland,  indeed,  he  supposed  that  every 
hon.  Member  was  a  friend  of  Ireland, 
although  they  might  have  different  ways 
of  expressing  their  friendship. 


The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) 
said  that,  in  accordance  with  the  promise 
he  made  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Clare, 
he  had  communicated  with  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  in  Dublin  with  the 
view  of  receiving  from  them  a  report  as 
to  the  success  or  non-success  of  experi- 
ments in  tobacco  culture  in  Ireland.  He 
had  not  yet  received  a  reply;  but,  of 
course,  they  should  all  be  glad  to  encourage 
in  Ireland  the  growth  of  tobacco,  if  it 
were  possible  to  do  so ;  but  it  would  be 
useless  to  attempt  to  bolster  up  an  industry 
if  the  soil  and  climate  were  not  adapted 
for  it.  That  would  not  be  a  kindness  to 
any  country.  But  if  he  was  satisfied  from 
the  report  he  received  that  experiments 
on  a  larger  scale  were,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Department,  desirable,  he  should 
endeavour  to  make  some  arrangements  by 
which  such  experiments  might  be  carried 
out. 


Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick)  said 
he  entirely  agreed  with  the  remarks  of 
his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  East  Clare 
with  respect  to  tobacco  growing;  but  a 
great  many  other  matters  also  required 
attention.  A  large  portion  of  the  Irish 
population  depended  upon  agriculture 
yet  a  comparatively  small  sum  was 
devoted  to  the  purposes  of  the  Depart- 
ment for  Agriculture. 


And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the 
clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Report  to  the  House. 


Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow ; 
Committee  also  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  this  evening. 


1219     Supply— CivU  Services  and     {COMMONS}       Revenue  Depte.  Estimates.      1220 

the  trial,  which  created  a  vast  amount  of 
interest,  the  spectators  who  came  to  see 
were  treated  with  great  rudeness,  some 
of  the  most  respectable  people  and 
largest  ratepayers  of  Longford  being 
hustled  out  of  Court.  As  a  matter  of 
course,  the  magistrates  convicted  him,  and 
sentenced  him  to  five  terms  of  five 
months'  imprisonment,  of  which  three 
months  in  each  term  were  with  hard 
labour  and  two  months  without.  Had 
not  the  word  concurrent,  or  whatever 
the  legal  term  was,  been  put  into  the 
sentence,  he  would  have  had  to  have 
served  two  years  and  one  month.  As  it 
was,  the  sentence  only  amounted  to 
fifteen  months  altogether.  The  usual 
appeal  was  entered,  and  came  on  for 
4rial  before  Judge  Curran  in  the  follow- 
ing October.  The  cardinal  point  he 
desired  to  make  against  the  Attorney- 
General  was  this.  In  the  course  of  that 
appeal  considerable  stress  was  laid  upon 
the  fact  that,  independent  of  his  repre- 
senting Longford  in  this  House,  he  held 
responsible  positions  in  Longford  iteelf, 
being  a  member  of  the  County  Council, 
and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Poor 
Law  Guardians.  He,  personally,  did 
not  care  except  for  the  principle 
involved.  It  was  pointed  out  to  Judge 
Curran  that  if  the  term  of  hard  labour 
enforced,      under      the        Local 


EVENING  SITTING. 

SUPPLY  [18th  allotted  day]. 
Considered  in  Committee : — 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the 
Chair.] 

CIVIL  SERVICES  AND    REVENUE  DE- 
PARTMENTS ESTIMATES,  1903-4. 
Class  III. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £33,600,  be 
granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the 
sum  necessary  to  defray  the  charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1004,  for  criminal  prosecution*  and  other 
law  charges  in  Ireland." 

Mr.  J.  P.  FAKRELL  (Longford,  N.) 
said  be  put  down  a  Motion  to  reduce 
this  Vote  by  £500,  for  the  purpose  of 
calling  attention  to  the  inconceivably 
mean  conduct  of  the  Government  in 
respect  to  the  conduct  of  a  prosecution 
against  himself  in  October  last.  He 
regretted  the  absence  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  because  he  was  certain, 
from  what  he  knew  of  his  demeanour,  as 
compared  with  that  of  the  Attorney- 
General  for  Ireland,  that  he  would  have 
received  more  favourable  consideration  at 
the  hands  of  the  Chief  Secretary  than  he 
would  at  the  hands  of  the  Attorney 
General.  It  was  now  nearly  twelve 
months  since  the  Irish  Government 
imposed^  coercion  on  Ireland.  The  pro- 
clamations issued  in  the  first  instance 
only  embraced  a  few  counties,  but  in 
the  month  of  September  further  proclama- 
tions were  issued  which  embraced  a  con- 
siderable part  of  Ireland,  including  the 
county  and  borough  of  Longford.  At 
this  time  there  was  no  crime  of  any 
description  in  Longford. 

Within  one  week  of  the  proclamation 
imposing  coercion  in  that  district,  he,  the 
representative  of  Longford  in  this  House, 
was  duly  summoned  on  five  counts  to  take 
his  trial  before  two  removable  magistrates. 
The  trial  took  place,  and  Dr.  Faulkner, 
the  legal  gentleman  prosecuting,  stated 
that  he  appeared  by  the  direction  of  the 
Attorney-General  to  prosecute  for  in- 
timidation and  incitement  to  intimidate 
certain  persons.     During  the  progress  of 


was 

Government  Act  he  would  become 
disqualified  from  holding  these  offices, 
and  Dr.  Faulkner  got  up  and  stated  that 
he  was  instructed  to  press  for  the  severest 
penalties,  and  that  if  hard  labour  was  not 
imposed  a  great  portion  of  the  effect  that 
the  trial  was  intended  to  have  would  be 
lost.  He  considered  that  that  was  hitting 
below  the  belt  in  a  most  un-Irish  way. 
For  a  great  Imperial  Government  like  this, 
with  its  great  majority  in  this  Chamber, 
to  descend  to  the  meanness  of  instructing 
its  Castle  hack  to  press  a  Judge  to  impose 
this  penalty  on  a  man  entitled  to  a  seat  in 
this  House,  was  an  Act  for  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  and  his  collegues  should 
justly  hang  their  heads  with  shame.  To 
take  advantage  of  a  mere  technicality  in 
an  Act  of  Parliament  to  inflict  vindictive 
vengeance — for  there  was  no  other  word 
for  it — on  a  political  opponent,  merely 
because  he  discharged  his  duty  towards  the 
country  which  gave  him  birth,  and  which 
he  was  anxious  to  see  placed  upon  a  plane 
of  equality  and  prosperity  with  that  of 
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other    nations,    was    unworthy   of     any 
Government  that  ever  sat  in  this  House. 
He  did  not  ask  the  Attorney-General  to 
undo  the  act  which  had  been  done  in  his 
name   and  at  his  request,   but  he  asked 
hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  sitting  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  whether  it  was 
fair  that,  when  the  criminal  law  was   put 
into    operation    against    any     Member  j 
of     this    House,     its    operation   should  i 
extend,  not  merely  to  his  punishment  for  I 
the  offence  of  which  he  might  have  been  | 
guilty,  but  that  it  should  operate  after- 
wards in  such  a  way  as  to  deprive  him 
for  ever    of  sitting   either  on   a  Board  I 
of     Guardians     or    a    County    Council,  j 
while  at  the  same  time  he  was  entitled  to 
come  and  vote  in  this  House,  where  his  j 
vote    counted  as  much  as  that  of  the ; 
Prime  Minister  or  the  Colonial  Secretary.  I 
The  position  was  untenable,  and  it  was  a  j 
travesty  of  government  to  say  that  they 
should    be  able   to  treat  their    political 
opponents  in  that  fashion.    The  result  of 
the  appeal  was  that  the  sentence  of  five 
months  with  hard  labour  was  reduced  to 
three  months  with  hard  labour.     All  the 
same — the  hard  labour  having  been  re- 
tained— he  was  disqualified  from  acting 


1  was  one  which  vitally  affected  the  local 
government  of  Ireland.  Eulogistic 
tributes  were  passed  from  time  to  time 
on  the  various  local  Councils  of  Ireland  ; 
the  administrators  of  those  Councils  in 
the  West  were  his  colleagues  in  this 
House,  leaders  of  the  United  Irish 
League  in  Connaught,  Waterford  and 
Mayo.  It  was  simply  because  these 
men,  as  public  representatives,  chose  to 
raise  their  voices  in  favour  of  Irish  land 
for  the  Irish  people,  a  principle  which 
had  since  been  incorporated  in  the 
measure  of  the  Chief  Secretary,  that  they 
had  been  compelled  to  suffer,  not  only 
imprisonment,  but  to  mix  with  common 
fellows,  eat  prison  food,  and  undergo 
prison  fatigue.  No  member  of  the  Irish 
Party  demanded  special  treatment  for 
himself,  and  his  colleague  who  had 
suffered  under  the  Coercion  Act  had  been 
content  to  sutler,  but  there  could  be 
nothing  more  despicable  pn  the  part  of 
the  Government  than  to  try  and  rob  the 
people  of  the  poorer  districts  of  Ireland 
of  the  services  of  those  who  had  proved 
themselves  such  splendid  administrators 
of  the  County  Council  Act  by  imposing 
hard  labour  upon  them.     He    did   not 


as  a  County  Councillor  and  Poor  Law  j  know  the  intention  of  the  House  in 
Guardian,  but—the  absurdity  of  it— he  |  putting  this  clause  into  the  Local 
was  not  disqualified  from  acting  and  j  Government  Act.  He  was  not  in  the 
voting  as  a  Member  of  the  Imperial ,  House  when  it  was  passed,  but  of  this  he 
Parliament.  Altogether  twelve  Members  j  was  certain,  that  the  House  never 
of  Parliament  were  prosecuted  and  |  intended  it  should  be  used  as  a  weapon 
sentenced,  but  only  in  this  case  were  in-  j  by  the  Government  against  their  political 
structions  given  by  the  Crown  to  have  j  opponents.  The  clause  was  intended  to 
the  hard  labour  retained.  He  asked  the  |  cover  ordinary  offences  against  the  law 
Attorney-General  for  Ireland  to  explain  0f  the  land,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact 
why  it  was  that  this  disgraceful  action  Members  of  Parliament,  County  Coun- 
was  taken  against  him  in  order  to  drive  cillors,  District  and  Urban  Councillors, 
him  from  representative  positions  in  were  being  prosecuted  under  it  and  pre- 
vented thereby  from  serving  on  those 
bodies  on  which,  by  the  application  of 
their  ability  and  capacity,  they  might  be 
able  to  build  up  the  fortunes  of  the 
little  communities  in  which  they  lived. 
It  was  a  mean  and  dastardly  policy,  and 
he  awaited  with  some  interest  the  justi- 
fication by  the  Attorney-General  of  the 
attitude  taken  up  by  the  law  officers  on 
his  instructions.  Was  it  not  a  most 
peculiar  position  of  affairs  that  a  man 
who  was  a  Member  of  the  Imperial 
Senate  was  denie  )  the  right  of  sitting  on 
the  Longford  County  Council  ]  Would 
the    right    hon.    Gentleman    be  decent 


in 

Longford.  As  a  protest  he  moved  to 
reduce  the  salary  of  the  right  hon. 
(Jentleman  by  £500. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  by 
£500,  in  respect  of  the  Salary  of  the 
Attorney-General  for  Ireland." — (Mr. 
./.  P.  Fa  mil.) 

Mk.  JOSEPH  DEVLIN  (Kilkenny, 
X.)  said  in  rising  to  support  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Longford 
lie  did  not  approach  this  matter  as  a 
personal  grievance.  He  supported  the 
Motion    because,    in   his    judgment,  the 


act  of  the  hon.  and   learned   Gentleman  I  enough  to  endeavour  to   do  something 
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to  change  that  anomalous  and  disgrace- 
ful condition  of  affairs'?  The  Coercion 
Act  had  been  withdrawn;  the  Govern- 
ment had  taken  the  United  Irish  League 
to  its  bosom,  and  yet  many  members  of 
the  Party  had  been  sent  to  gaol  for 
preaching  the  doctrines  of  land  reform, 
which  constituted  the  very  essence  of  the 
Bill  which  the  Chief  Secretary  had  been 
passing  through  that  House.  If  the 
peace  of  which  so  much  had  been  heard 
was  to  be  permanent  some  means  must 
be  fund  to  remove  this  disqualifications 
from  his  hon.  friend. 


!      *The  DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN  said  he 
interrupted  because    the   hon.    Member 
i  himself  said  he  could  not  attribute  this 
!  action  to  the  Attorney-General. 

j      Mr.   DILLON:  .Still  the  right  hon. 
I  Gentleman  is  responsible. 

j     The     ATTORNEY-GENERAL     fob 
I  IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 

N.) :  The  Government  are  not  responsible 

for  these  prosecutions. 

I      Mr.  JOSEPH  DEVLIN  :  Who  is  then  ? 


There  was  one  other  point  he  desired  to 
discuss.  He  wished  to  know  why  the 
police  in  Belfast  had  instituted  a  system  ! 
of  espionage  and  petty  prosecution ! 
against  members  of  the  local  branch  of 
the  league.  The  Nationalist  Members  of 
Parliament,  who  represented  the  United  i 
Irish  League  in  that  House,  were  largely 
responsible  for  keeping  the  present 
Government  in  power.  Gratitude  was 
defined  sometimes  as  a  lively  sense  of  j 
favours  to  come  ;  he  preferred  to  treat  it 
as  a  recognition  of  past  benefits,  and, 
seeing  that  the  United  Irish  League ' 
was  responsible  for  having  kept  the ! 
Government  in  power,  was  it  not 
rather  too  bad  that  the  humble 
members  of  that  body  in  the  great  city 
of  Belfast  should  be  prevented  by  the 
police  from  exercising  their  right  to  keep 
up  a  political  movement  in  Ireland  that 
enabled  the  Government  to  retain  office. 
He  protested  against  the  action  of  the 
police  in  going  round  to  the  houses  of 
these  men  and  entering  their  names  in 
note  books  for  the  sole  purpose  of  intimi- 
dating them.  He  protested  also  against 
the  issue  by  the  police  of  summonses 
against  the  members  of  a  band  because 
they  threatened  to  bring  a  certain 
matter  before  Parliament.  He  did  not 
say  that  the  Chief  Secretary  or 
Attorney-General  was  responsible  for 
that. 

*The  DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN:  Unless 
the   hon.    Member  can  show    that  the  I 
Attorney-General    is  responsible  he  will 
be  out  of  order  in  discussing  the  matter.    , 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  maintain  on  the  point  j 
of  order  that  the  Attorney-General  is  , 
responsible  for  all  prosecutions  under  the  I 
present  system  of  Irish  law.  | 

Mr.  Joseph  Devlin. 


Mr.  ATKINSON  :  The  police.  I  am 
not. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  DEVLIN  said  that 
surely  the  Minister  responsible  for  the 
conduct  of  all  prosecutions  in  Ireland 
was  the  Attorney-General.  He  was  at 
any  rate  responsible  to  the  House  and 
must  settle  the  matter  with  the  local 
authorities.  He  ought  not  to  allow  the 
police  authorities  to  carry  on  such  a  high- 
handed policy.  Let  the  Chief  Secretary 
open  his  eyes  to  what  was  going  on  in 
Ireland,  and  see  that  humble  working  men 
were  not  persecuted  in  a  most  contemptible 
fashion  by  the  police,  as  they  were  now 
terrorised  in  the  city  of  Belfast. 

*Mr.  P.  J.  O'BRIEN  (Tipperary,  N.) 
desired  to  know  on  what  ground  three 
men  in  his  constituency  had  been  returned 
for  trial  at  Cork  Assizes  instead  of  being 
sent  for  trial  in  the  usual  course  at 
Nenagh.  Could  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man say  why  a  fairer  trial  could  be  held 
at  Cork  than  at  Nenagh.  He  understood 
the  case  had  been  disposed  of  that  day 
by  the  men  being  allowed  to  return  to 
their  homes  on  their  own  recognisances, 
but  why  had  they  been  put  to  the  expense 
and  inconvenience  of  going  to  Cork. 
The  Chief  Secretary  had  given  them  to 
understand  in  answer  to  Questions  that  if 
necessary  the  Irish  Government  would 
exercise  the  powers  vested  in  them  in 
in  order  to  secure  a  fair  and  impartial 
trial,  meaning  to  pack  the  jury  for  their 
conviction.  Under  these  circumstances 
he  (Mr.  O'Brien)  had  given  notice  of  his 
intention  to  move  the  reduction  of  the 
right  hon.  the  Attorney-General's  salary  by 
£500  in  order  to  open  up  this  whole  case, 
but  now  that  the  Government  had  very 
properly  reconsidered  their  position  and 
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allowed  these  men  their  liberty  he  would 
merely  content  himself  by  again  request- 
ing to  know  on  what  grounds  it  was 
considered  a  fair  trial  could  not  be  had 
at  Nenagb. 

*Mr.  DELANY  (Queen's  Co.,  Ossory) 
asked  who  was  responsible  for  the 
custom  of  making  the  bogus  police  returns 
on  which  the  Judges  of  Assize  founded 
their  political  addresses.  Such  speeches 
were  not  allowed  to  be  made  by  English 
Judges  in  charging  Grand  Juries,  and  why 
should  it  be  permitted  in  Ireland  ?  There 
was  more  Crimean  England  than  in  Ireland, 
and  why  should  the  administration  of  the 
law  in  Ireland  be  thus  degraded.  Under 
that  Vote  they  were  being  called  upon  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  the  coercion  regime 
in  Ireland  ;  they  had  in  fact  to  pay  the 
piper  for  the  insults  and  indignities 
heaped  upon  hon.  Members.  There  was 
the  case  of  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Kildare,  who  was  found  guilty  by  a  packed 
j  ury.  He  maintained  that  a  special  course 
had  been  pursued  with  regard  to  him 
simply  because  he  was  a  political  opponent, 
and  that  the  Crown  Solicitor,  who  had 
since  resigned  his  position  in  disgust,  was 
compelled  by  his  instructors  to  select  a  jury 
from  a  list  of  forty-six  marked  names  on 
a  panel  of  220  jurors.  At  that  same 
Assize  two  prisoners  were  tried  for  murder 
under  the  ordinary  law  by  ordinary 
jurors,  and  convictions  obtained  in  both 
cases.  Why  was  a  different  policy  pur- 
sued in  regard  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Kildare  ?  The  people  of  Ireland 
complained  more  of  the  corrupt  and 
partisan  administration  of  justice  than  of 
the  law  itself.  He  had  no  sympathy  with 
packed  juries.  It  happened  on  one 
occasion  that  he  was  on  a  packed  jury 
himself,  but  he  saved  the  situation.  He 
was  half  sworn  before  the  Crown  Solicitor 
realised  the  fact,  and  then  it  was  too  late 
to  challenge  him.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  North  Tyrone  was  in 
the  case — for  the  defence — while  the 
present  Solicitor-General  prosecuted.  It 
was  the  first  time  he  served  on  a  jury,  and 
he  was  never  in  such  a  warm  corner  before 
or  since.  There  were  signs  on  this  side 
and  signs  on  that  side  of  him,  and  soon 
his  fellow-jurors  spotted  that  he  was  not 
in  the  know — they  saw  he  was  the  wrong 
man.  But  he  saved  the  situation.  How 
could  they  expect  the  people  to  respect 
the  law  when  it  was  thus  administered  ? 


Such  conduct  simply  brought  it  into  con- 
tempt. The  result  of  the  treatment  meted 
out  to  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Kildare 
was  that  the  people  sent  him  to  Parlia- 
ment. Had  the  Attorney-General  dared 
oppose  his  return  he  would  soon  have  got 
his  answer  from  the  electors  of  South 
Kildare. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  that  when  the 
Local  Government  Act  was  under  con- 
sideration he  saw  the  danger  of  the 
particular  clause  to  which  reference  had 
been  made,  and  he  moved  an  Amend- 
ment to  eliminate  this  disqualification 
from  the  Order  in  Council,  which,  he  then 
declared,  if  it  were  allowed  to  remain 
would  probably  be  used  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  disqualifying 
and  punishing  their  political  opponents. 
The  idea  was  laughed  to  scorn,  and  the 
suggestion  that  the  Government  could 
be  guilty  of  such  base  and  contemptible 
motives  was  declared  to  be  an  outrage 
on  the  House  of  Commons.  His  words, 
however,  had  been  absolutely  verified. 
Hard  labour  had  been  imposed  for  the 
specific  purpose  of  disqualifying  local 
leaders  from  serving  on  the  councils, 
and  he  contended  that  no  Government, 
even  in  Ireland,  had  ever  been  guilty  of 
meaner  or  more  contemptible  conduct. 
To  show  the  futility  of  such  a  policy,  he 
instanced  the  case  of  a  member  of  a 
local  council  who  was  sentenced  to  hard 
labour,  and  in  addition  had  to  listen  to 
an  atrocious  tirade  from  the  County 
Court  Judge.  What  was  the  result  1 
That  man  was  about  to  be  elected  to  a 
lucrative  post  under  the  council,  which 
he  could  not  have  held  had  he  been  a 
member  of  the.  body.  He  hoped  the 
Attorney-General  would  announce  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  abandon 
this  policy.  If  it  were  necessary  to  pass 
a  one-clause  Bill  for  the  purpose,  he 
thought  nobody  would  object  to  it  going 
through  after  midnight. 

It  had  been  announced  in  the  news- 
papers in  London,  and  generally  believed, 
that  in  connection  with  the  visit  of 
His  Majesty  to  Ireland,  the  Coercion  Act 
had  been  completely  suspended.  That 
was  not  the  case.  The  most  odious  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  were  still  in  force  in 
many  districts.  Clauses  3  and  4  were 
still  yet  in  operation, and  it  was  ridiculous 
to  talk  about  the  Act  being  suspended 

2  U  2 
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while  that  was  the  case.     He  could  not ! 
understand  why  the  Government  always  ' 
seemed  to  do  things  by  halves.     During  1 
the  last  few  months  they  had  done  much 
to  promote  good  feeling  in  Ireland,  and 
to  remove  many  things  against  which 
the  agitation  of  the  United  Irish  League 
had  been  directed.     But  why  did  they 
not    do    the    tbing     handsomely  1       If 
they    desired    to    inaugurate  an  era  of 
good      feeling     and     peace      in      Ire- 
land     they      must    show    the    people 
that  they  meant  to  trust  them;  it  could  I 
never  be  done  by  retaining,  over  a  large  I 
portion  of  the  country,  the  most  objec- 1 
tionable  clauses  of  the   Crimes  Act.    A 
case  in  point  was  that  referred  to  by  I 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  Tipperary. 
Anything   more  preposterous  than  the  I 
action  of  the  Government  in  that  case  j 
could  not  be  imagined.     The  charge  was  j 
that  of  resisting  the  police-  one  of  which  I 
no  Tipperary  man  was  much  ashamed.  I 
The  men  were  returning  home  peaceably  I 
after  a  meeting,  when  they  found  the] 
road  by  which  they  had  come  barred  by  I 
the  police.    They  were  asked  to  give  an  j 
undertaking   not  to  play  bauds   while 
passing  a  certain  house.    They  gave  the  I 
undertaking,  but  the  police  continued  to  I 
bar  the  road,  and  a  little  hustling  took 
place.     Thereupon  the  police  drew  their 
batons,   and    began   smashing  into  the 
men.    The  Tipperary  men,    not  under- 
standing   that    method    of    argument, 
had  recourse  to  their  b'ackt horns,  and 
an   encounter    ensued,    in     which    the 
blackthorns  got  the  better  of  the  batons. 
The  police  were  distinctly  the  aggressors. 
However,  it  was  not  necessary  to  pursue 
the  subject  further,  as  he  understood  the 
Government  had  practically  dropped  the 
charge.     It  ought  to  be  realised  by  the 
Government  that  as  long  as  Clauses  3 
and  4  of  the  Crimes  Act   remained  in 
force,  and  as  long  as  County  and  District  I 
Councillors    were    subject   to    the   dis- 
qualification  to    which    reference    had 
been  made,  the  reign  of  peace  which  the 
Government  were  supposed  to  be  anxious 
to  promote  would  never  be  established,    i 

Mr.  CULLINAN  (Tipperary,  S.) 
said  the  inclusion  of  the  penal  clauses 
in  the  Local  Government  Act  for  Ireland 
had  been  justified  on  the  ground  that' 
it  was  also  in  the  English  Act,  but  there 
was  really  no  analogy  between  the  two  I 

Mr.  Dilhn. 


cases.  The  law  was  never  applied  in 
England  as  in  Ireland,  and  the  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  conclusively  proved  that  this 
power  was  never  intended  to  be  used  in 
the  manner  which  had  been  described. 
Many  instances,  similar  to  that  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Longford,  could  be 
given.  One  was  that  of  a  colleague  of  his 
on  the  County  Council  in  South  Tip- 
perary. This  man,  one  of  the  most 
respected,  intelligent,  and  useful  mem 
bers  of  the  council,  was  prosecuted,  and 
sentenced  to  six  months'  imprison- 
ment with  hard  labour.  He  appealed, 
and  the  County  Court  Judge  being 
ill  a  K.C.  was  sent  down  as  a  sub- 
stitute to  hear  the  appeal.  An  applica, 
tion  was  made  that  the  hard  labour 
should  be  remitted  from  the  sentence, 
but  the  K.C.  absolutely  refused,  th*i 
impression  left  on  the  mind  of  every- 
body being  that  he  wa>  qualifying  for  a 
judgeship  later  on.  But  the  man  was 
released  before  the  term  had  expired. 
Surely  if  the  Government  remitted  that 
portion  of  the  sentence,  they  ought  also 
to  consider  the  further  punishment 
inflicted  by  this  disqualification. 

Anothercase  was  that  of  Mr.  Flannagan. 
who  was  sentenced  to  hard  labour,  and 
thus  came  under  this  disqualification.  He 
was  re-elected  to  the  chairmanship  of 
the  District  Council,  but  the  Local 
Government  Board  wrote  declaring  that 
they  could  not,  under  any  condition, 
allow  him  to  act  as  chairman.  It  was 
really  time  for  this  penal  clause  to  be 
removed  from  the  Act.  In  one  case 
the  solicitor  defending  the  defendants 
asked  the  resident  magistrates  not  to 
disqualify  the  men  from  serving  on  the 
council  by  sentencing  them  to  hard 
labour,  and  the  magistrates  actually 
declared  that  they  were  not  aware  that 
hard  labour  carried  with  it  that  dis- 
qualification. It  was  all  very  well  to 
say  that  resident  magistrates  adminis- 
tered the  law  without  bias  or  influence. 
It  was  an  extraordinary  fact  that  when 
the  Act  of  1887  was  passed,  a  month's 
imprisonment  was  given  in  every  case, 
but  immediately  after  the  Prime  Minister 
at  Manchester  had  scoffed  at  the  idea  of 
such  short  sentences  they  were  increased 
to  three  months,  and  when  Lord  Salis- 
bury shortly  afterwards  condemned  the 
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magistrates  forgiving  inadequate  pun- 
ishment, the  term  was  immediately 
lengthened  to  six  months.  It  was  a 
disgrace  that  any  Government  could  be 
guilty  of  such  base  and  cowardly 
conduct. 


Mr.  0;DOWD  (Sligo,  S.)  supported 
the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Longford,  who,  he  thought,  had  been 
treated  in  a  scandalous  manner  and 
one  which  reflected  little  credit  on 
the  administration  of  the  law.  He 
was  not  speaking  of  an  individual, 
but  of  a  county,  which  had  been  penalised. 
He  referred  to  the  county  of  Sligo. 
What  was  the  position  of  affairs  there  at 
present  ?  The  Lord  Chief  Baron  upon  a 
recent  occasion  congratulated  the  Grand 
Jury  and  the  people  of  the  county  of  Sligo 
upon  the  peaceful  state  of  the  county. 
He  said — 

"Not  alone  have  I  the  privilege  of  con- 
gratulating you  now,  but  on  every  occasion  I 
come  here  on  circuit  I  have  the  same  atory 
to  tell." 

Notwithstanding  this  statement  the 
Government  had  claimed  from  the  county 
of  Sligo  through  the  County  Council 
£1,508  13s.  for  extra  police  used  during 
the  coercion  regime  of  the  last  sixteen 
months.  He  did  not  deny  that  the  county 
of  Sligo  was  one  of  the  foremost  counties 
in  pressing  forward  the  agitation  which 
had  made  the  present  Land  Bill  possible, 
and  Sligo  was  the  first  county  which 
sent  hostages  to  prison.  But  while 
maintaining  that  fight  in  a  fearless 
fashion  the  county  of  Sligo  had  always 
advanced  their  case  by  constitutional 
methods,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
law  officers  might  state  that  they  had 
stepped  across  the  line.  It  was  absolutely 
scandalous  and  ridiculous  to  penalise  a 
whole  county  to  the  tune  of  £1,500  or 
£1,600  for  police,  which  would  mean  a 
rate  of  lOid.  in  the  £.  If  that  penalty  was 
not  either  withdrawn  or  the  money  allo- 
cated from  some  other  fund,  the  boon  of  the 
Land  Bill  would  not  be  well  received  by  the 
people  of  Sigo.  How  had  this  police  tax 
come  about  1  Two  or  three  gentlemen  who 
held  estates  in  several  counties  in  Ireland 
took  it  into  their  heads  to  take  and  grab 
accommodation  grazing  farms  situated 
in  the  centre  of  congested  districts,  in 
order  to  add  to  their  incomes,  thereby 
depriving  the  unfortunate  people  of  ^the 


chances  they  had  of  allowing  their  cattle 
to  graze  on  those  lands  for  six  months. 
For  the  sake  of  buttressing  up  this 
system  of  land  jobbery  of  two  individuals 
who  held  between  1,600  and  1,700  acres 
of  land  in  grazing  farms,  this  police  tax 
had  been  incurred.  For  the  sake  of  these 
two  obnoxious  individuals  the  poor  people 
of  the  county  of  Sligo  were  to  be  mulcted 
to  the  extent  of  £1,500.  It  was  abso- 
lutely scandalous.  Many  districts  of  the 
county  of  Sligo  had  not  a  single  extra 
policeman  during  the  coercion  rtgime, 
and  although  they  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  agitation,  they  would  be 
mulcted  to  the  tune  of  a  lOJd.  rate. 
As  the  Chairman  of  the  Sligo  County 
Council  he  would  inform  the  Committee 
that  the  County  Council  would  refuse  to 
act  as  bai lifts  of  the  Government  for  the 
collection  of  this  tax,  and  they  would 
probably  have  to  subtract  it  from  the 
local  taxation  grant. 


Mr.  O'KELLY  (Mayo,  N.) :  said 
he  was  quite  in  accord  with  the 
sentiments  of  his  hon.  friend  who  had 
just  spoken.  The  object  of  this  imposi- 
tion was  to  penalise  counties  for  taking 
part  in  a  political  propaganda  in  which 
the  leaders  were  put  in  prison  in  order 
that  the  county  might  be  deprived  of 
the  services  of  those  men.  It  was  per- 
fectly plain  that  Dublin  Castle  could 
penalise  representative  men  by  giving 
removable  magistrates  instructions  as  to 
the  decisions  the  Government  desired  to 
be  given.  He  might  say  that  he  had 
spent  some  of  the  happiest  months  of 
his  life  in  prison,  and  there  were  few 
places  so  inviting  to  him  as  one  of  His 
Majesty's  prisons  in  Ireland  In  these 
prosecutions  the  resident  magistrates 
took  their  cue  from  Dublin  Castle,  which 
was  given  to  them  by  the  Crown  Prose- 
cutor He  thought  it  was  intolerable 
that  the  power  of  inflicting  hard  labour 
on  men  should  be  given  to  magistrates 
who  were  dependent  for  their  existence 
upon  the  favour  of  Dublin  Castle.  If 
those  magistrates  refused  to  carry  out 
the  dictates  of  Dublin  Castle  they  had 
to  go,  and  so  they  played  the  game,  and 
were  willing  to  act  upon  any  instruc- 
tions which  were  given  to  them.  In 
regard  to  the  matter  mentioned  by  the 
hon.    Member  for  South  Sligo,  it  was 
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perfectly  monstrous  that  the  county  of  ]  but  that  question  would  arise  on  the 
Sligo,  which  was  one  of  the  most  peace-  Police  Vote.  He  was  not  aware  of  the 
ful  places  in  Ireland,  should  be  mulcted  j  cases  mentioned,  and,  as  far  as  he  knew, 
in  this  large  tax.  He  would  like  to  j  they  were  ordinary  prosecutions  for 
know  what  number  of  police  the  people 
of  Sligo  were  entitled   to  in   ordinary 


times.  These  police  seemed  to  be 
drafted  in  for  the  purpose  of  penalising 
the  ratepayers.  He  thought  the  County 
Council  of  Sligo  was  quite  justified  in 
refusing  to  collect  this  rate.  The  result 
would  be  that  the  money  would  be 
filched  from  the  agricultural  grant  If 
the  (Toverament  desired  peace  in  Ireland 
those  penal  institutions  must  go.  The 
peace  must  be  genuine  on  both  sides. 
There  was  now  in  Ireland  a  disposition  to 
forget  and  forgive,  but  there  could  be  no 
real  forgetfulness  or  forgiveness  until 
penal  clauses  of  this  kind  were  repealed. 


offences  in  the  street  taken  by  the  police 
upon  their  own   responsibility  and  did 
not     come 
authorities. 


at     all     before     the    legal 


Mr.  FIELD  said  he  hoped  when  the 
Attorny-General  replied  he  would  tell  them  I 
the  real  reason  why  Dublin  City  was  pro- 1 
claimed.  A  more  scandalous  outrage  than  i 
the  proclamation  of  that  city  he  never  i 
heard  of.  He  trusted  they  would  have  a  , 
satisfactory  reply  as  to  why  the  citizens  ! 
of  Dublin  were  put  under  the  Coercion  I 
Act  when  crime  was  almost  unknown  in  : 
Dublin.  He  thought  he  was  entitled  to  ' 
a  fair  and  square  answer  to  that  question.  . 

i 

Mr.  ATKINSON   said  there  seemed  to 


Mr.  DILLON  :  Who  would  answer  for 
them  1 


Mr.  ATKINSON  said  the  Chief 
Secretary  would  answer  for  them  if  they 
never  went  further  than  ordinary  police 
prosecutions.  Ordinary  cases  before  the 
magistrates  were  dealt  with  on  the  spot 
without  being  taken  up  by  the  Attorney- 
General.     If  he  had  received  notice  of 

j  this  Question  he  would  have  taken  care 

j  to  have  informed  himself  as  to  the  facts. 
It  had  been  stated  again  and  again  that 

!  magistrates  had  come  to  such  and  such 
decisions  at  the  behests  of  the  Govern- 

I  ment. 


MR.    SWIFT  MACNEILL    (Donegal, 
S.) :   Hear,  hear ! 

Mr.     ATKINSON     said     the     hon. 
Member  cried  "Hear,  hear,"  but  as  far 


...  .      , .     a.       as  he  knew  that  was  a  monstrous  mis- 

Lean  opinion  that  no  person  should  suffer  ,  statement<     He  himself  would  scorn  t0 

who  happened  to  be  a  Member  of  Parlia-  -  do  a     thing  of  the  kind .  he  never  did 

ment  or  a  member  of  a  County  Council.  ,  guoh  ft  tM         he  never  knew  k  ^  ^ 

He  held  that  cnme  might  be  committed,  ,  d  direct,     or   indirectl         He  had 


and  often  was  committed,  in  furtherance 


of  an  agitation.    He  thought  intimidation  ^  never   heard 
and  it  was  in  the  endeavour 


I  heard  many  accusations  of  this  kind,  and 


one   particle  of    proof  to 
was  a  crime,  and  it  was  in  the  endeavour   8UStain  them     He  &0     ht  thoge  ^ 

to  grapple  with  that  crime   so    widely  !  who  made  8uch  allegations  ought  to  be 
spread  in  Ireland,  that  the  Crimes  Act ,  ^j,^  to        Jufe  8Qme  Jidence  in 

support  of  such  charges  before  they  made 
them.  Such  charges  made  without 
proof  might  be  more  derogatory  to  the 
persons  making  them  than  to  those 
against  whom   they  were   made.     Resi- 


was  applied.     The  answer  why  Dublin 

had    been    proclaimed    had   been   izost 

effectively   given    before    by   the    Chief 

Secretary,  and  be  could  only  repeat  the 

same  answer.     He  did  not  wish  to  go 

into  matters  such   as  the    extra  police, 

which  were  entirely  foreign  to  this  Vote. 

Several  hon.    Members  had  asked  ques-    l"!*"!^!*;^,, 
,Al  ,  .     .,  ,        f  ^  instructions, 

tions  with  regard  to  the  number  of  extra 

police  sent  here  and  there,  but  those 
were  matters  which  would  arise  upon 
the  Vote  for  the  Police  and  not  upon  the 
Vote  for  Law  Charges.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Kilkenny  asked  some  questions  in 
regard  to  alleged.espionage  by  the  police, 
Mr.  0' Kelly. 


dent  magistrates  had  never  been  sum- 
moned   to    Dublin    Castle    to     receive 


Mr.  KILBRIDE  (Kildare,  S. .  asked 
whether  they  were  not  invited  to 
luncheon  at  Dublin  Castle  when  the 
proclamations  were  issued,  and  what 
was  the  object  ? 
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Mr.    ATKINSON    was     not     aware  upheld  the  decision  of  the  magistrates, 

whether  they    were    asked    to    Dublin  But  he  would  have  been  let  off  on  appeal 

Castle  to  luncheon,  but  if  they   were,  altogether  if  he  had  promised  not  to  repeat 

it  was  certainly  not  to  receive  instruc-  the  crime.     The  hon.  Member   did  Hot 

tions  as  to  how  they  were  to  decide  on  accept  that  offer, 
any  pending  cases. 

xm     QWrDT>fAmTirrrT.    r*.             .  Mr-   j-    r   FARRELL :  If   you    had 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILLJ:   They  went  been  in          ^  would  yoU|  Jnd„  the 

there  to  get  instructions,  circumstances,  have  accepted  ? 


Mr.  ATKINSON:  It  was  not  to  get       Mr.  ATKINSON-  No.  but  J  would 
instructions   on    any   case    that   might    not  have  been  in  your  situation, 
come  before  them. 
* 

Mr.  DILLON:  You   will   not  be  too 
Mr.  KILBRIDE  :    What  did   they  go   hard  on  the  United  Irish  League  now. 
for? 


Mr.  ATKINSON  said  it  was  not  to 
get  instructions,  either  secretly  or  by 
suggestion,  that  they  should  sentence 
persons  who  came  before  them  to  hard 
labour  in  order  to  disqualify  them  from 
acting  as  county  councillors.  With 
regard  to  the  cases  in  which  punish- 
ment had  involved  disqualification  from 
service  on  Councils,  it  was  trifling  with 
justice  to  say  that  a  man  was  to  be  let 
off  from  due  and  adequate  punishment 
because  he  was  a  county  councillor. 
[A  Nationalist  Member  :  Nobody 
asks  that.]  He  should  have  thought 
the  fact  that  a  man  occupied  the 
position  of  county  councillor,  and  was 
looked  up  to  by  his  constituency  and 
those  around  him,  was  all  the  more 
reason  for  his  being  more  severely 
dealt  with  than  an  ordinary  man, 
because  his  example  was  more  vicious. 
He  had  never  heard  it  suggested  that 
because  a  man  occupied  a  position  of 
trust  or  public  importance  he  was 
not  to  be  as  severely  punished  as  a  man 
in  a  more  humble  position,  provided 
always  that  the  punishment  was  not 
undue  or  improper.  With  regard  to  the 
case  of  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Longford,  he  did  not  propose  to  argue 
out  the  law  affecting  it,  or  to  say  whether 
the  language  complained  of  came  within 
the  statute,  for  the  House  of  Commons 
was  the  very  worst  place  for  such  a  dis- 
cussion. The  hon.  Member  was  tried  by 
the  magistrates  and  convicted.  He 
-appealed  to  the  County  Court  Judge,  who 


Mr.  ATKINSON  said  the  hon.  Member 
for  North  Longford  had  implied  that  the 
sentence  of  hard  labour  was  passed  at 
his  suggestion,  because  he  was  a  county 
councillor. 


Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  said  he  quoted 
what  the  Attorney-General's  own  repre- 
sentative stated. 


Mr.  ATKINSON  said  it  was  not  his 
business  to  tell  the  Court  what  sentence 
should  be  passed.  His  business  was  to 
advise  upon  the  evidence,  and  to  see 
that  it  was  presented  in  Court  in  the 
most  fair  way.  He  had  never  directly 
or  indirectly  sought  to  interfere  with 
the  Court  or  endeavourei  secretly 
to  obtain  a  conviction.  He  did  not 
know  that  his  representative  had  pressed 
for  severe  punishment,  but  that  was  a 
perfectly  legitimate  course  to  take. 


Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  said  he  could 
send  the  Attorney-General  a  report 
of  the  case,  showing  that  Dr.  Faulkner 
stated  that  he  was  instructed  to  press 
for  a  severe  punishment. 


Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  was  an 
entirely  different  thing  from  secretly  or 
openly  telling  the  Judge  that  he  ought 
to  decide  in  a  particular  way 
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Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  said  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  should  not  misconstrue 
what  he  said.  What  he  said  was  that 
his  counsel  pointed  out  to  the  County 
Court  Judge  that  if  hard  labour  was 
retained  in  the  sentence  he  would  be 
disqualified  from  acting  as  a  county 
councillor  or  a  Poor  Law  guardian.  Dr. 
Faulkner  stated  that  his  instructions 
were  that  hard  labour  was  necessary,  and 
that  the  consequent  disqualification  was 
necessary  to  prevent  him  from  committ- 
ing the  same  offence. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber seemed  to  imply  that  hard  labour 
was  inflicted  upon  him  because  he  was 
a  county  councillor.  That  was  not 
the  case.  The  Judge  did  not  take  into 
consideration  the  question  of  disqualifi- 
cation, but  merely  passed  a  sentence 
adequate  to  the  crime.  He  was  not  in 
a  position  to  make  the  declaration  asked 
for  by  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  ; 
and  he  passed  from  this  case  with  the 
remark  that  he  utterly  and  absolutely 
repudiated  the  idea  that  either  resident 
magistrates  or  County  Court  Judges,  in 
obedience  to  any  suggestion  from  the 
Crown,  or  in  pursuance  of  any  policy 
indicated  by  the  Crown,  ever  resort  to 
inflict  hard  labour  for  the  improper  pur- 
pose o:  indirectly  subjecting  tne  con- 
victed person  to  disqualification.  He 
had  never  known  a  single  particle  of 
evidence  in  support  of  that.  With 
reference  to  the  Tipperary  case,  he 
changed  the  venue  to  Cork  because  he 
thought  a  fairer  trial  would  be  secured. 
Every  sixpence  of  the  additional  cost 
would  be  paid  by  the  Crown.  It  was 
the  ordinary  right  of  a  civilian  to  have 
a  change  of  venue.  , 

Mr.  DILLON:  He  could  not  pack 
the  jury. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  the  men  pleaded 
guilty. 

Mr.  DILLON  reminded  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  innocent  men 
might  be  convicted  in  Ireland  on 
the  sort  of  evidence  Sheridan  gave. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  the  Judge 
allowed  them  out  on  £5,  with  a  warn- 


ing to  behave  better  in  future.  He 
hoped  they  would  take  this  to  heart,  but 
if  they  acted  in  a  similar  way  again, 
and  were  convicted,  they  would  probably 
not  get  off  so  lightly.  With  regard  to 
Mr.  Kilbride's  case,  he  must  say  that 
the  hon.  Member  had  borne  his  punish- 
ment like  a  man,  and  that  he  had 
displayed  a  commendable  good  temper 
and  courtesy  since  he  had  returned  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  KILBRIDE  said  he  would 
inform  the  Attorney-General  that,  if  the 
necessity  arose,  Mr.  Kilbride  was  pre- 
pared to  do  the  same  thing  again. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  he  did  not 
intend  to  go  into  the  particulars  of  the 
case,  or  to  argue  one  way  or  another 
whether  the  verdict  was  right  or  wrong* 
but  only  to  deal  with  the  suggestion  of 
unfairness.  It  was  a  case  arising  out 
of  certain  dealings  by  General  Meres 
with  a  tenant  of  his,  and  the  hon. 
Member  went  to  the  estate  and  made  a 
speech,  for  which  he  was  tried  and  con- 
victed. 

[An  hon.  Member  on  the  Irish 
Benches  :  By  a  packed  jury.] 

*Mr.  DEL  ANY:  If  I  were  accused 
before  the  same  jury  they  would 
hang  me. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  he  was  thank- 
ful   to    the    hon.    Member    for    having 
referred  to  the   jury.     This  was  a  way 
in  which  the  Crown  Solicitor  packed  the 
jury !     Dr.  Todd,  the  Crown    Solicitor, 
got  a  panel  and  marked  it,  but  when  he 
went   down  he   heard  that  there  were 
planters  in  the  district,  and  he  came  to 
the   conclusion   that  planters  would   be 
unfair  to   the   accused.      He   then  went 
to  the  solicitor  of  the  accused,  and  Hiigj^ 
him  if   there   were  any  jurors  on    the 
panel  who,   in    his    opinion,    would    be 
hostile      to     his     client,      because,     if 
he   would    point     them   out,  he  woul 
challenge  them  on  behalf  of  the  Crown. 
The    defendant's   solicitor    stated     that 
there  was  a  strong  feeling  among  the 
planters,   and  Dr.  Todd  decided   to  set 
aside  every  planter.    Accordingly ,tw rive 
men  were  set  aside  by  the  Crown    as 
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likely  to  be  hostile  to  the  accused.  The 
defendant's  solicitor  also  objected  to 
three  others  as  prejudiced.  Dr.  Todd 
inquired,  and  he  found  that,  in  his 
opinion,  there  was  no  evidence  of  that. 
This  was  on  the  day  before  the  trial. 
Dr.  Todd  thought  that  these  three  men 
were  fair.  However,  while  the  jury  was 
being  empanelled  the  defendant's  solicitor 
challenged  one,  which  was  allowed,  so 
that  out  of  a  panel  of  forty,  thirteen 
were  set  aside  at  the  direct  suggestion 
of  the  solicitor  of  the  accused. 


Mr.  DILLON:  How  many  Catholics 
were  on  that  jury  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  he  did  not 
know,  but  he  knew  that  thirteen 
Protestants  were  set  aside.  That  was 
a  fair  specimen  of  how  things  were 
done.  He  did  not  think  it  was  humanly 
possible  for  a  prosecution  to  be  conducted 
with  more  absolute  fairness  to  the 
accused.  As  to  the  change  of  venue, 
it  was  quite  competent  to  the  hon. 
Member  to  have  objected  to  that,  but 
he  did  not  do  so. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  that  what  he  had 
stated  was  that,  in  Catholic  Queen's 
County,  there  was  a  jury  of  eleven 
Protestants  and  one  Catholic,  and  yet 
the  Attorney-General  said  that  it  was 
not  a  packed  jury. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  at  all  events 
he  had  only  stated  what  was  reported  to 
him  by  the  Crown  Solicitor ;  and  he 
thought  that  it  was  a  striking  instance 
of  an  absolute  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
Crown  Solicitor  to  do  what  was  right. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  that  the  Attorney- 
General  had  not  stated  whether  the 
Proclamation  would  be  removed. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  he  had  no 
information,  and  could  not  make  any 
announcement  on  that  point. 

Mr.  KILBRIDE  said  he  could  not 
accept  the  statement  which  the  Attorney- 
General  had  made  on  the  information 
of  the  Crown  Solicitor  of  what  took  place 
at  his  trial.  He  supposed  that  no 
prisoner  ever  accused  by  an  Irish  Govern- 
ment for  a  criminal  offence  had  had  the 
-same  experience   as   he  had.     While  he 


was  in  prison  at  Maryborough,  he  himself 
had  actually  seen  the  special  jury  panel 
of  240  names  of  men  in  the  Queen's 
County.  He  had  it  before  him,  and  it 
was  marked  in  blue  and  red  pencil  by 
Dublin  Castle. 


Mr.    ATKINSON:    Marked   by   the 
Crown  Solicitor. 


Mr.  KILBRIDE:  Was  the  Crown 
Solicitor  not  part  and  parcel  of  Dublin 
Castle  1  Neither  the  Crown  Solicitor  for 
West  Meath,  nor  the  Crown  Solicitor  for 
Queen's  County  marked  that  panel ;  but 
a  certain  gentleman  who  was  the  most 
prominent  Unionist  in  Queen's  Countyi 
Everybody  knew  that  that  was  the  case, 
and  that  he  did  it  with  the  aid  of  his 
own  clerk  from  information  received  from 
the  police.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
stated  that  his  solicitor  had  got  thirteen 
Protestant  gentlemen  put  off  the  jury  ; 
but  every  one  of  them,  although  a  Pro- 
testant, was  a  Home  Ruler  as  well  as  a 
sympathiser  with  the  tenants.  Why 
was  William  Davidson,  a  Scotch  gentle- 
man, who  had  lived  the  better  part  of  his 
life  in  Ireland,  retired  ?  It  was  because 
he  had  been  constantly  giving  evidence 
in  the  Land  Courts  on  behalf  of  the 
tenants  as  a  land  valuer.  Would  the 
Attorney-General  give  the  name  of  one 
man  who  was  ordered  to  stand  by  who 
was  not  a  Liberal  and  a  Home  Ruler, 
and  the  name  of  one  man  who  was  kept 
on  who  was  not  a  Unionist  and  possibly 
an  Orangeman.  He  wished  to  state  that 
his  solicitor  informed  him  that  the  con- 
versation between  him  and  Dr.  Todd  took 
place  on  the  day  of  the  trial,  and  not 
before  it  as  the  Attorney-General  had 
alleged.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  stated 
that  the  Crown  never  interfered  with  the 
resident  magistrates  in  their  decision,  and 
never  suggested  what  sentences  were  to 
be  given.  He  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  how  it  was  that  the  resident 
magistrates  happened  to  be  down  at 
Dublin  Castle  when  the  Proclamation  of 
the  Crimes  Act  was  made  ?  He  meant 
the  principal  resident  magistrates — those 
whom  the  authorities  in  Dublin  Castle 
knew  they  had  most  confidence  in.  Were 
they  asked  to  lunch  1  And  what  was 
the  minuT  Was  there  anything  about 
hard  labour  in  it  ?  Was  it  on  the  soup, 
or  on  the  dessert  1  Mmu  cards  could 
be      got     up      which     would     suggest 
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iews ;  and  it  only  confirmed  the  view  he 
had  held  for  twenty-five  years  that 
nothing  had  ever  been  got,  or  would  ever 
he   got,   from   the    British   Government 

xcept  by  opposition.  Every  concession 
Ireland  had  received  from  the  Imperial 
S^rliament    had    been   wrung    from  it; 

,nd  further  concessions  would  be  wrung 

rom  it. 


conspiracies  ?     Drink,  the  cursed  drink  !    Why  j 
do  you  fire    at    your  landlord?    Drink,    the 
cursed  drink  !    Why  do  you  miss  him  ?    Drink, 
the  cursed  drink ! " 

It  was  because  of  that  story,  told  in^the 
interests  of   temperance,    that   he   was 
convicted.     He  should    have  said    that 
the  meeting  was  proclaimed ;  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  excitement ;  and  they  drew 
up  at  the  first  cross-roads  they  arrived  i 
at,  knowing  there  was  a  police  cordon 
half  a  mile  further  on.     They  all  knew 
how  difficult  it  was  for  even  a  practised 
shorthand  writer  to  accurately  report  a 
speech,   even  when  sitting   at  a  table. 
How  much  more  difficult  it  must  have 
been  for  the  police  notetaker,  standing  in 
the   middle  of  a  crowd,  surrounded  by 
police  and  with  the  crowd  taking  every 
favourable  opportunity  of  giving  him  a 
push.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  no 
experience  of  that.     No  doubt  £5,000  a 
year   of   Government   salary  would   not 
give  him  any  practical  experience  in  such 
matters.      The   police   shorthand   writer 
was   fairly  capable ;  but  he  jumbled  up 
his  own  statements  with  certain  interrup- 
tions in  the  crowd.     The  story  came  out 
very  badly,  and  did  not  appear  as  if   it 
was  spoken  in  the  interest  of  temperance, 
although  it  was.     At  any  rate,  he  claimed 
he  had  a  right  to  be  tried  by  a  jury  which 
was  composed  of  neither  Orangemen  nor 
Freemasons.     He   did  not   object  to  be 
tried    by   a   Protestant    jury.     He   was 
prepared  on  any  charge  to  go  before  any 
impartial    Protestant    jury    in    Queen's 
County  ;   but  he  was   not  in   favour   of 
going  before  a  Protestant  jury  from  which 
every  man   known   to   be   a   Liberal   in 
politics,  or  a  sympathiser  with  the  United 
Irish    League,  or   with  the   tenants,  was 
religiously   excluded   by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and   his  representatives.     It 
was  a  great  thing  for   Irish   nationality 
that  in  Queen's  County  the  Government 
were    unable    to   pack  a    jury   without 
objecting   to   every  man   who   had  any 
respect    for   the   views   and    sentiments 
of  Tone  and   Fitzgerald.       All   he   had 
to   tell   the   right   hon.    Gentleman   waf 
that  whatever  the  future  might  have  in 
store  for  Irish  Nationalists — and  he  hoped 
they  had  passed  all  trouble  and  difficult)' 
—  he    was    with     his    hon.    friend    tin 
Member  for  East  Mayo  when  he  said  that 
whoever  else  had  changed  they  had  not 
changed.      Six  months  imprisonment  in 
Mount  joy  Prison   had   not  changed   hi 


Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  asked  if  the 
gentleman  referred  to  was  still  Crown 
Solicitor. 


Mb.  ATKINSON  was  understood  to 
reply  in  the  affirmative. 


Ma  WILLIAM   REDMOND  said  he 
wished  to  call  attention  to  what  he  con- 
lidered  the  very  hard  case  of  two  of  his 
Constituents.       The     hon.    Member    for 
Tipperary  had  been  good  enough  to  refer 
to  the  matter  in  his  absence ;  but  he  did 
not  gather  from  the  Attorney-General's 
speech  that  he  made  any  reply  at  all. 
As  the  Attorney-General  well  knew,  the 
cases  to  which  he  wished  to  refer  were 
those     of    the    chairman    of    the    rural 
district  council  and  the  chairman  of  the 
board    of    guardians   at   Corofin,  in  his 
constituency,  who  were  imprisoned  under 
the  Crimes  Act ;  and  because  they  were 
sentenced  to  hard  labour  they  were  now 
deprived  of  all  right  to  exercise  their  duties 
on  the  local  councils  to  which  they  were 
elected.    As  far  as  these  two  men — Mr. 
Flannagan  and  Mr.   Griffin — were  con- 
cerned they  did  not  object  to  hard  labou  r ; 
but  they  considered  it  a  great  hardship  to 
be  deprived,  by  that  hard  labour,  of  the 
right  of  sitting  on  the  local   boards  on 
their  release.    It  might  seem  quite  right 
to  hon.  Members  representing  English 
constituencies  that  where   a   man  Jwas 
convicted     of    an     offence     sufficiently 
serious  to  deserve  hard  labour  he  should 
I  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  sitting  on  a 
I  local  council.     But  a  local  councillor  in 
England  who    was   sentenced   to    hard 
|  labour    must     have    committed     some 
serious  offence   which  everyone    would 
condemn ;    but    the    so-called    offences 
in  Ireland  did  not  exist  in  England  at 
all.    It  was  a  totally  different  matter  vol 
Ireland,   beoauc&  a.  vtwcv  n**&  wswSsx.^ 
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England.  These  offences  were  political 
and  certainly  agrarian  ;  and  it  was  a 
monstrous  injustice  that  such  men 
should  not  only  have  to  suffer  imprison- 
ment but  should  also  be  deprived  of 
their  rights  to  represent  their  fellow- 
-countrymen in  elected  positions.  Mr. 
Flannagan,  as  a  result  of  his  imprison- 
ment, became  for  a  considerable  period 
insane,  and  had  to  be  sent  to  a  lunatic 
asylum  from  the  prison.  Altogether  it 
has  been  an  extremely  painful  case,  and 
was  the  subject  of  a  long  inquiry.  Mr. 
Flannagan  finally  recovered,  and  the 
people,  who  had  the  greatest  con- 
fidence in  him,  re-elected  him  to  the 
position  of  chairman  of  the  district 
council.  He  was,  however,  told  by  the 
Dublin  Castle  authorities  that  if  he  con- 
tinued to  act  he  would  be  subjected  to 
severe  penalties.  He  appealed  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  as  to  whether 
such  acts  were  not  calculated  to  create 
disorder  more  than  anything  else  in  the 
district.  The  Crimes  Act  had  now  been 
removed,  the  whole  thing  was  past 
and  over,  and  he  seriously  asked  the 
Attorney-General  if  he  intended  to  pur- 
sue the  matter  further  and  prevent 
these  two  gentlemen  from  acting  in 
their  representative  capacity. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  Mr.  Flannagan 
was  disqualified  by  statute,  and  it  was 
impossible  for  the  Government  to  waive 
that  disqualification.  The  request  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  that 
the  Government  should  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  repeal  the  disqualifying  provision  was 
a  different  matter. 


f  Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  asked 
what  penalties  would  be  imposed  on  Mr. 
Flannagan  if  he  continued  to  act. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  very  ex- 
pensive proceedings  might  be  taken  to 
set  aside  an  order  made  by  him,  and  he 
might  be  very  heavily  mulcted  in  costs. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said  that 
then  they  were  led  to  understand  that 
in  order  to  pursue  Mr.  Flannagan  the 
whole  district  was  to  be  kept  in  a  state 
of  turmoil  and  disturbance.  The  King 
would  land  in  Ireland  in  a  lew  hour**, 
Mr.  William  Redmond 


and  it  was  an  extraordinary  thing  to 
him  that  in  one  small  district  like 
that  the  Government  should  announce 
through  the  Attorney-General  their  in- 
tention of  continuing  that  action.  It 
would  undoubtedly  keep  the  district  in  a 
state  of  disorder.  The  people  of  the  dis- 
trict were  not]  to  be  trifled  with,  and 
while  they  were  quite  ready  for  peace  if 
they  were  pursued  further  there  would 
be  unpleasant  consequences. 


Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  asked  him  a  legal  question  as 
to  whether  the  Government  would 
reinstate  these  gentlemen,  and  his  reply 
was  that  the  Government  had  no  such 
power. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said  the 
Government  need  not  proceed  unless 
they  liked.  Certainly  Mr.  Flannagan 
would  pursue  the  course  he  thought 
right,  and  he  would  be  supported  by  the 
people  of  the  district.  If  the  Govern- 
ment desired  turmoil  and  disorder,  they 
would  proceed  against  Mr.  Flannagan': 
if  not,  they  would  allow  the  matter  to 
lapse.  He  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  not  challenge  the  people  of 
this  district  to  further  action  in  the 
matter. 


And,  it  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman 
left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House. 


Committee   report   Progress;     to    sit 
again  upon  Wednesday. 


MILITARY  WORKS  [CONSOLIDATED 
FUND]. 

Committee  to  consider  of  making 
further  provision  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  certain  Military  Works  and 
other  military  services,  and  to  authorise 
the  issue  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund 
of  such  sums  as  may  be  required  for 
those  purposes  (King's  recommendation 
signified),  this  day. —(Lord  Stanley.) 


Adjourned  at  five  minutes  afttr 
Twelve  o'clock. 
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COMMISSION. 

The  following  Bills  have  received  the 
Royal  Assent : 

1.  County  Councils  (Bills  in  Parlia- 
ment). 

2.  Education  (Borrowing). 

3.  Contracts  (India  Office). 

4.  Guinea  Postal  Orders. 

5.  Elementary  Education  Amendment. 

6.  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Orders  (Housing  of  the  Working 

Classes). 

7.  Local     Government     Provisional 
Orders  (Poor  Law). 

8.  Local      Government     Provisional 
Orders  (No.  9.) 

9.  Local     Government     Provisional 
Orders  (No.  10.) 

10.  Local    Government    Provisional 
Orders  (No.  12.) 

11.  Local    Government    Provisional 
Orders  (No.  14.) 

12.  Local     Government    Provisional 
Order  (No.  16.) 

13.  Local     Government    Provisional 
Orders  (No.  17.) 

14.  Local    Government    Provisional 
Order    (No.  18.) 

1 5.  Military  Lands  Provisional  Orders. 

16.  Education      Board      Provisional 
Orders  Confirmation  (East  Ham,  etc.) 

17.  Hamilton      Burgh      Provisional 
Order. 

18.  Broughty  Ferry  Gas  Provisional 
Order. 

19.  Electric     Lighting     Provisional 
Orders.  (No.  5.) 

20.  Electric     Lighting      Provisional 
Orders  (No.  7.) 

21.  Pier    and    Harbour    Provisional 
Orders  (No.  6.) 

22.  Southampton  Harbour. 

23.  King's  College,  London. 

24.  Scunthorpe  Urban  District  Water. 

25.  Ipswich  Gas. 
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26.  Lanarkshire  and  Dumbartonshire 
Railway. 

27.  New  Hunstanton  Improvement. 

28.  British     Gas     Light     Company 
(Norwich). 

29.  Hastings  Tramways  (Extensions.) 

30.  Jewish  Colonisation  Association. 

31.  Hampton  Court  Gas. 

32.  Charing  Cross,  Euston,  and  Hamp- 
stead  Railway. 

33.  Wolverhampton     and     Cannock 
Chase  Railway  (Extension  of  Time). 

34.  London  and  North  Western  Rail- 
way. 

35.  Nantwich  Urban  District  Council. 

36.  Sheffield    and    South    Yorkshire 
Navigation. 

37.  Torquay  Corporation  Water. 

38.  Nelson  Corporation. 

39.  West  Cumberland  Electric  Tram- 
ways. 

40.  Fishguard  and  Rosslare  Railways 
and  Harbours. 

41.  Hexham  Gas. 

42.  Cheshire  Lines  Committee. 

43.  Highland  and  Invergarry  and  Fort 
Augustus  Railway  Companies. 

44.  Port  Talbot  Railway  and  Docks. 

45.  Merthyr  Tydfil   Urban    District 
Council. 

46.  Pontypridd  Urban  District  Council. 

47.  Frinton-on-Sea  Sea  Defences. 

48.  Cardiff  Railway. 

49.  Aston  Manor  Improvement. 

50.  Grindleford,  Baslow  and  Bakewell 
Railway. 

51.  London,    Brighton,     and    South 
Coast  Railway. 

52.  Mersey    Docks     and     Harbour 
Board. 

53.  Broadstairs  Gas. 

54.  Hyde  Corporation. 

55.  Leigh  Corporation. 

56.  Great  Northern  Railway. 

57.  Metropolitan     District     Railway 
(Various  Powers). . 

58.  Midland  and  Belfast  toA^ssiO&mc^. 
Counties  Ra.\Wa.^fc. 
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The  Lord  Magheramorne — Sat  first  in 
Parliament  after  the  death  of  his 
brother. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Scottish  American  Mortgage  Company, 
Limited,  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  South  Lancashire 
Tramways  Bill  [h.l.1;  Didcot,  Newbury, 
and  Southampton  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]; 
Commons  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

Sheffield  Corporation  Bill ;  The  Chair- 
man of  Committees  informed  the  House 
that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill  was 
withdrawn  :  The  orders  made  on  Tues- 
day and  Friday  last  discharged,  and  Bill 
committed. 

Castleblayney,  Ready,  and  Armagh 
Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill ;  Moved, 
That  the  Order  made  on  the  16th  day  of 
March  last,  "That  no  Private  Bill 
brought  from  the  House  of  Commons 
shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  the  18th 
day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with, 
and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  2* ;  agreed 
to ;  Bill  read  2a  accordingly,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway 
Bill;  Read  3*,  and  passed. 

Scottish  Central  Electric   Power  Bill 

I  H.L.];  Read   3*;    Amendments    made; 
Sill  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill 
[h.l.1  ;  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill 
[h.l.];  Returned  from  the  Commons 
agreed  to. 

Carmarthenshire  Electric  Power  Bill 
[h.l.];  Fife  Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.]; 
St.  Philip's  Chapel  (Regent  Street)  Bill 
[h.l.]  ;  Returned  from  the  Commons 
agreed  to,    with  Amendments. 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway 
Bill ;  Midland  Great  Western  Railway  of 
Ireland  Bill;  Walker  and  Wallsend 
Union   Gas  Bill;    Returned    from   the 

i'o.iiinons  with  the  Amendments  fcgr&wi 

to 


Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Rail- 
way Bill ;  Reported  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, with  Amendments. 

Perth  Corporation  (Tramways)  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.].  Read  3*  (accord- 
ing to  order),  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

Aberdeen  Corporation  Tramways  Order 
Confirmation  Bill,  [h.l.]  ;  Read  3*  (accord- 
ing to  order).  An  Amendment  made ; 
Bill  passed  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

Drainage  and  Improvement  of  Lands 
(Ireland)  Provisional  Order  Bill ;  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  3)  Bill ;  Local  Government  (Ireland) 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill ;  Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  13) 
Bill.  House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order):  Bills  reported  without  amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bills  to  be  read  3a  on  Thursday 
next. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5)  Bill.  Read  3*  (according  to  order), 
and  passed. 

Glasgow  Corporation  Tramways  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  [h.l  ].  Read  3"  (accord- 
ing to  order) ;  Amendments  made ;  Bill 
passed  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,   ETC, 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
No.    3036.       Persia    (Persian    Gulf); 
No.  3037.     Japan  (Yokohama). 

MISCELLANEOUS  No.  3  (1903). 
Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
inquire    into    the    constitution     of    the 
Consular  Service,  2nd  July,  1903. 

QUEEN'S  COLLEGE,  CORK. 

Annual  Report  of  the  President,  for  the 
Session  1902-1903. 

LAND  LAW  (IRELAND)  ACT,  1887  (EVIC- 
TION NOTICES). 

Return  of  the  number  of  eviction 
notices  filed  during  the  quarter  ended 
30th  June,  1903. 

COLOMES  (ANNUAL). 
No.  390.   British  Honduras  (Report  for 
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RAILWAY  ACCIDENTS. 
Returns  of  accidents  and  casualties  as 
reported  to  the  Board  of  Trade  by  the 
several  railway  companies  in  the  United 
Kingdom  during  the  three  months  ended 
3l8t  March,  1903,  in  pursuance  of  the 
Regulation  of  Railways  Act  (1871); 
together  with  reports  of  the  inspecting 
officers,  assistant  inspecting  officers,  and 
sub-inspectors  of  the  Railway  Department 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  upon  certain 
accidents  which  were  inquired  into. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

WINTER  ASSIZES  ACT,  1876. 
Seven  Orders  in  Council  of  9th  July, 
1903,    relating  to  the    ensuing  Winter 
Assizes. 

SEA  FISHERIES  ACT,  1868  (ORDERS  FOR 
FISHERY  GRANTS,  1902-1903). 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Trade  under 
Part  III.  of  the  Sea  Fisheries  Act, 
1868. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


{21  July  1903} 
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NEW  BILL. 


LIGHT  RAILWAYS  BILL  [h.l.]. 
A  Bill  to  continue  and  Amend  the 
Light  Railways  Act,  1896,  was  presented 
by  the  Lord  Wolverton ;  read  la ;  to  be 
printed  ;  and  to  be  read  2a  on  Friday 
next.     (No.  167). 

MILITARY  LANDS  BILL. 
[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of    the   Day   for   the    Second 
Reading  read. 

♦Lord  LUDLOW  :  My  Lords,  this  is 
a  short  Bill,  and  its  object  is  to  amend 
the  Military  Lands  Acts,  1892  to  1900, 
with  respect  to  the  acquisition  of  lands 
for  military  purposes  As  your  Lord- 
ships are  no  doubt  aware,  those  Acts 
gave  County  and  Borough  Councils 
power  to  acquire  land  for  military 
purposes.  The  power  given  was  a 
compulsoly  power,  and  it  has  proved 
very  useful.  County  Councils  have 
found  that  it  would  be  a  great  con- 
venience   to    also    have    the    right    of 


leasing  land  where  they  have  not  felt 
inclined  to  buy  it,  and  in  this  short 
Bill  they  ask  that  they  shall  be  allowed 
the  power  to  lease  land  for  a  period  of 
not  less  than  twenty-one  years  for  rifle 
ranges  and  other  military  purposes. 
As  regards  the  principle  of  the  Bi  1, 
that  was  discussed  on  a  former  occasion 
when  power  to  purchase  was  given  to 
County,  and  Borough  Councils  under 
the  Military  Lands  Act.  Therefore,  I 
think  I  may  assume  that  the  principle 
has  been  already  passed  by  your  Lord- 
ships' House.  1  beg  to  move  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill. 

Moved,    "  That  the  Bill    be  now  read 
2a."— (Lard  Ludlwo.) 

Lord  LAMINGTON:  My  Lords,  I 
have  been  asked  to  move  the  rejection 
of  this  Bill  by  my  noble  friend  Lord 
Newton,  who  is  absent  today;  but  on 
looking  into  the  Bill  I  find  that  it  is 
a  mere  extension  of  a  principle  that 
has  already  been  accepted  by  your 
Lordships'  House,  and  therefore  I  think 
it  would  be  futile  to  ask  for  its  re- 
jection. But  when  Lord  Ludlow  says 
that  it  has  been  found  useful  that 
County  Councils  should  have  the  power 
of  compulsorily  obtaining  land  for  the 
making  of  ranges,  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  noble  Karl  who  represents  the  War 
Office  in  chis  House  whether  that  has 
really  been  found  a  useful  power.  In 
the  other  House  I  understand  great 
dislike  was  entertained  towards  this 
Bill  because  it  relieves  the  War  Office 
of  a  very  considerable  portion  of  its 
responsibility  in  the  matter  of  finding 
adequate  ranges  throughout  the 
country.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  at  the  time  the  original  Act 
was  passed  there  had  not  been  the  same 
attention  paid  to  the  necessity  of  rifle 
practice,  but  since  the  war  the  impor- 
tance of  it  has  been  realised  by  the 
War  Office,  and  a  large  sum  of  money  is 
being  allocated  for  ranges.  I  think  that 
unless  it  has  been  established  that 
this  is  a  useful  principle,  it  is  one 
more  calculated  to  relieve  the  War  Office 
of  its  proper  responsibility  and  to  throw 
that  responsibility  on  to  the  rateoa^*^. 
Where  you  get  &  iwl^  Vvt  oraaVtvas^a. 
:  ot  the  wmc»  oxfcj/w.  \*  nwj   &>S&r^ 
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lor  other  branches  to  obtain  leave  to 
practise  on  it.  I  feel  that  all  ranges 
ought  to  be  under  one  authority,  and 
the  responsibility  of  providing  and 
maintaining  them  should  not  be  left  to 
a  double  system.  I  therefore  ask  the 
noble  Earl  whether  he  can  say  anything 
respecting  the  value  of  the  principle  that 
was  adopted  in  the  1892  Act. 

The  CHAIRMAN  of  COMMITTEES 
(The  Earl  of  Morley)  :  I  do  not  wish  to 
raise  any  objection  whatever  to  the  Bill, 
because  it  leaves  it  entirely  optional  to 
County  Councils  whether  they  will  accede 
to  the  request  of  the  Volunteer  corps  or 
not  But  there  is  one  point  to  which  I 
should  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
noble  Lord  who  moved  the  Second  Read- 
ing. It  is  rather  a  point  for  Committee, 
but  as  I  have  no  opportunity  of  speak- 
ing in  Committee,  perhaps  he  will  allow 
me  to  call  attention  to  it  now.  The 
first  clause  allows  a  County  Council  to 
hire  land  by  agreement.  It  also  gives 
them  power  to  contribute  towards  the 
expenses  of  another  Council  in  purchas- 
ing or  hiring.    The  Bi  1  provides  that — 

"  The  expenses  of  so  hiring  or  contributing 
may  be  defrayed  in  the  same  manner  as  expenses  I 
of  purchasing,   and   the  payment  of  those  ex-  I 
penses  shall  accordingly  be  a  purpose  for  which  I 
the  Council  may  borrow  money.  | 

Surely   the  Council   ought  not  to  be  ' 
allowed  to  borrow  money  for  the  pur-  j 
pose  of  hiring.    I  think  there  must  be  j 
some  mistake  in  that,  and  I   would  ask 
the  noble  Lord  to  kindly  look  into  it 
before  the  Committee  stage. 

Thk  Marquess  of  GRANBY  :  I  should 
like  to  ask  whether  this  is  a  compulsory 
Bill  or  an  optional  Bill. 

♦Lord  LUDLOW :  The  power  to  pur- 
chase, given  in  the  previous  Act,  is  a 
compulsory  power.  All  we  ask  in  this 
Bill  is  that  the  authorities  should  have 
power  to  lease  land  by  agreement 
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i  Bill  there  was  a  clause  which  gave  County 
Councils  compulsory  powers  to  hire  land. 
[Some  exception  was,  however,  taken  to 
this  clause  in  another  place,  and  it  was 
dropped.  The  Bill  when  it  passed 
merely  gave,  in  conjunction  with  the  Act 
of  1892,  powers  to  County  Councils  to 
acquire  land  compulsorily  for  military 
purposes,  and  for  providing  Volunteer 
corps  with  rifle  ranges.  Lord  Newton, 
who  asked  the  noble  Lord  behind  me  to 
move  the  rejection  of  this  Bill — a  course 
which  Lord  Lamington  had  some  hesita- 
tion in  doing — imagines,  no  doubt,  that 
the  Bill  repeats  what  was  in  the  Act  of 
1900,  and  confers  upon  local  authorities 
compulsory  powers  in  the  matter  of 
hiring  land.  But  the  Bill  does  nothing  of 
the  kind.  It  merely  allows  a  County 
Council  to  make  an  arrangement  with  a 
I  landlord  to  hire  land  for  the  purpose  of 
a  rifle  range  for  the  use  of  Volunteers  in 
the  county,  and,  inasmuch  as  the  local 
authority  has  the  power  at  the  present 
moment  to  purchase  land,  I  can  hardly 
believe  that  your  Lordships  will  .take 
exception  to  this  very  modest  proposal, 
which  cannot  but  be  of  great  assistance 
to  Volunteer  corps,  who  are  from  time  to 
time  placed  in  great  difficulty  with  regard 
to  range  accommodation,  which  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  their  efficiency. 
My  noble  friend  Lord  Lamington  sug- 
gested that  a  great  deal  of  opposition  had 
been  taken  to  this  Bill  in  another  place. 
I  can  only  say  that  1  have  in  my  hand 
the  Report  of  the  debate  that  took  place 
on  the  Third  Reading,  the  preceding 
stages  having  passed  without  debate,  and 
I  find  that  the  two  speakers  who  took 
exception  to  the  Bill  did  not  press  their 
objections.  I  think  I  may  say  that  the 
Bill  passed  the-  House  of  Commons 
practically  without  dissent.  In  these 
circumstances  I  hope  your  Lordships  will 
allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time. 
With  regard  to  the  point  raised  by  the 
noble  Earl  the  Chairman  of  Committees  1 
will  state  the  view  of  the  military  authori- 
ties upon  it  during  the  Committee  stage. 

Lord  LAMINGTON  :  Can  the  noble 


Thk     UNDER     SECRETARY      of  ;  „    ,,,,.,        fk 
STATE  tor  WAR  (The  Earl  of  Hard-  !  JjfL^. ^heJ^J°^^^L^ 
wiCKE)*  Perhaps  I  may  be   allowed   to  ; 


express  the  view  of  the  War  Office  with 

regard  to  this  Bill.      In  1900,  the  noble 

Marquess    the    Foreign    Minister,    when 

Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Ytfar,  \\\Uo- 


the  previous  Act  has  been  taken  advan- 
tage of  1 


The  Eaul   of   HARDWICKE:  Th. 
^ovi^t;  o(  ourchasing  ground  for  the  u?t 


duced  a  Military  liands  B\\\,  and  \n  ttaaX  \  ol  N  oYuclVgmci  wc^ Ya*  taawered.  and  I 
Lord  Lamington. 
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do  not  think  there  can  be  any  doubt; 
that  the  power  of  hiring  will  answer 
also. 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS:  So  far  as  I 
gather,  the  County  Councils  and  muni- 
cipal authorities  are  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  hiring  ranges.  But  who  is  to 
pay  for  them?  I  presume  the  rate- 
payers, and  I  do  not  think  the  rate- 
payers are  the  persons  who  ought  to 
pay.  I  think  this  should  be  a  national 
charge,  and  should  not  be  placed  on  the 
local  authorities.  I  object  to  it  very 
strongly.  There  is  a  mania  existing  for 
long  ranges.  I  admit  that  you  must 
have  long  range  shooting,  but  for  teach- 
ing it  is  not  necessary  to  have  the  actual 
long  range.  I  speak  from  experience. 
In  the  village  near  my  home  there  is  a 
eompany  of  Volunteers,  and,  on  my 
suggestion,  the  sergeant  in  charge  took 
two  men  on  joining,  neither  of  whom 
had  ever  had  a  gun  in  his  hands  before, 
and  trained  them  in  the  drill  hall,  which 
is  about  the  size  of  your  Lordships' 
Chamber  and  is  fitted  with  a  Morris 
tube.  Having  trained  them  to  the  full 
on  the  Morris  tube  range  they  were 
taken  straight  to  the  butts,  and  they 
shot  better  than  those  who  had  been 
trained  altogether  at  the  butts.  There- 
fore, I  strongly  object  to  County  Councils 
having  to  find  these  long  ranges  because 
they  are  not  necessary. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  •  now '  and  add  at 
the  end  of  the  Motion,  the  words  *  this  day  | 
three  months.'" — (The  Earl  of  Wcmyss.) 

Lord  WENLOCK:  I  approve  so 
strongly  of  the  terms  in  which  my  noble 
friend  has  addressed  the  House  on  this 
question,  that  I  hope  he  will  press  his] 
Amendment  to  a  division.  The  provision 
of  rifle  ranges  for  the  Auxiliary  Forces 
is  absolutely  necessary,  and  as  the 
Government  themselves  admit  the 
necessity,  from  a  national  point  of  view, 
I  hope  they  will  recognise  that  it  is  a 
duty  incumbent  on  the  nation  to  pay 
the  cost,  and  not  throw  it  upon  the 
ratepayers.  My  own  experience  shows  I 
that  the  ratepayers  are  already  becom- 
ing very  incensed  at  the  increased  rates 
which  are  being  imposed  upon  them. 


The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE:  It 
appears  to  be  in  the  minds  of  the  two 
noble  Lords  who  have  just  spoken  that  the 
War  Office  have  done  nothing  in  the  way 
of  providing  rifle  ranges  for  Volunteer 
corps. 

Lord  WENLOCK :  They  have  done 
nothing  in  my  part  of  the  country. 

The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE :  Then  I 
am  very  sorry.  But  I  am  about  to  lay  a 
Paper  on  the  Table  showing  how  the 
War  Office  have  spent  a  very  large 
amount  which  was  given  by  the  Treasury 
for  the  provision  of  rifle  ranges.  That 
Paper  will  show  that,  so  far  as  it  has 
been  possible,  we  have  recognised  that 
assistance  should  be  given  from  military 
funds  for  the  purpose  in  question.  I 
think  it  would  be  most  regrettable  if 
your  Lordships  refused  to  give  a  Second 
Reading  to  this  Bill,  which  apparently  has 
the  full  approval  of  all  concerned  in 
another  place,  and  has  received  very 
careful  consideration  both  from  the  War 
Office  and  the  Treasury  before  giving 
approval  to  the  principle  contained  in  it. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY :  Can  the 
Government  find  no  means  of  charging 
the  cost  of  these  ranges  on  the  revenues 
of  India  1 


The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE :  I  do 
not  think  any  one  but  the  noble  Earl 
would  have  suggested  it. 

Lord  HARRIS :  I  think  it  would  be  a 
great  pity  if  [this  Bill  were  rejected. 
There  is  no  compulsion  on  County  Councils 
to  assist  local  corps  by  hiring  land.  It  is 
impossible  for  the  Government  to  find 
money  for  all  corps  that  want  ranges  in 
all  parts  of  the  country  at  once,  f  sup- 
pose they  are  doing  their  best  to  find  the 
money  to  increase  the  number  of  ranges 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  but  why  should 
hot  they  enlist  local  sympathy,  and 
enthusiasm  to  assist  local  corps  ?  Assist- 
ance is  rendered,  not  only  in  regard  to 
rifle  ranges,  but  also  in  regard  to  town 
halls,  ana  I  think  that  as  long  as  this  is 
a  permissive  power,  and  not  a  compulsory 
power,  no  serious  objection  can  be  taken 
to  it  on  behalf  of  the  ratepayers.  I  think 
it  would  be  a  great  pity  to  throw  tfca,  \J>^ 
out. 
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The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (the  Marquess  of 
Lansdowne)  :  My  Lords,  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  there  is  some  slight  mis- 
apprehension in  the  minds  of  some  noble 
Lords  who  have  spoken  as  to  the  scope 
of  this  measure.  As  I  understand  the 
case,  it  stands  thus :  Under  the  existing 
law— the  Military  Lands  Act,  1892— the 
Council  of  a  County  or  Borough  may,  at 
the  request  of  one  or  more  Volunteer 
corps,  purchase  land  for  rifle  ranges  under 
the  Act.  That  procedure  has  not  been 
found  applicable  and  convenient  in  all 
cases,  ana  this  Bill  provides  that  in  certain 
cases,  by  agreement,  County  Councils 
may  lease  land  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
viding rifle  ranges.  The  arrangement  is 
a  purely  optional  one  for  the  general 
convenience,  and  I  tannot  help  thinking 
that  it  would  be  a  great  pity  if  your 
Lordships  did  not  accept  the  Bill. 


*Earl  SPENCER :  My  Lords,  I  should 
be  exceedingly  sorry  if  this  Bill  were 
lost.  I  cannot  agree  with  my  noble 
friend  on  the  Cross  Benches,  with  whom 
I  have  had  so  much  to  do  in  the  matter 
of  rifle  shooting  in  old  days,  that  Morris 
Tube  practice  is  quite  sufficient  for  Volun- 
teers. Though  I  advocate  Morris  Tul>e 
practice,  I  feel  that  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  there  should  also  be  practice  at 
longer  ranges.  That  is  one  reason  why  I 
desire  that  this  Bill  should  pass.  I  con- 
fess that  I  have  some  sympathy  with  those 
who  say  that  the  Government,  and  not  the 
ratepayers,  should  be  put  to  the  charge 
of  finding  these  very  necessary  ranges, 
and,  even  if  this  Bill  passes,  I  think  those 
who  are  in  favour  of  that  might,  if 
possible,  obtain  some  further  assistance 
from  the  Government.  The  noble 
Marquess  the  Foreign  Minister  has 
pointed  out  that  this  Bill  is  merely  the 
outcome  of  the  Act  already  passed, 
which  enabled  the  purchase  of  land,  and, 
therefore,  the  throwing  of  a  much  heavier 
charge  upon  the  ratepayers  than  would 
be  involved  in  the  hire  of  land  under 
this  Bill.  I  should  be  sorry  if  any 
impediment  were  , placed  in  the  way  of 
carrying  this  measure,  which  I  feel  sure 
will  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  country. 
I  admit  that  the  War  Office  has  given 
assistance  in  this  matter,  but  we  may 
hope  for  greater  assistance  in  the  future, , 
and  especially  that  those  counties  wn\c\i 


have  received  no  assistance  at  all  will  be 
considered. 

The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE :  I  ought 
to  have  explained  that  of  course 
iVolunteer  corps  pay  a  rental  to  the 
local  authorities  for  the  use  of  these 
ranges,  and,  therefore,  though  the  obliga- 
tion is  on  the  local  authority  to  pay  the 
rent  for  the  hire  to  the  landlord,  they 
iget  the  money  back  from  the  Volunteer 
corps  who  use  the  ranges. 


Amendment,  by 
withdrawn. 


leave  of  the  House, 


On  Question,  Bill  read  2a,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Thursday  next. 

MOTORCARS  BILL  [h.l.]. 

House  again  in  Committee  (according 
to  Order). 

Clause  3. 

The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh):  My 
Lords,  the  clause  under  discussion  when 
we  adjourned  the  Committee  stage  last 
Friday  was  Clause  3,  and  the  first 
I  Amendment  on  the  Paper  to-day  is  in 
my  name.  It  has  l>een  put  down  to  give 
'effect  to  an  undertaking  which  I  men- 
tioned on  Friday  last.  The  Amendment 
provides  that  licences  are  only  to  be 
granted  to  persons  resident  in  the  county 
or  county  borough  whose  Council  is  to 
give  the  licence.  The  main  object  of 
this  change,  as  I  indicated  the  other 
clay,  is  to  make  more  sure  that  the 
endorsement  or  suspension  of  a  licence 
will  be  properly  enforced.  It  has  l^een 
suggested  that  if  anyone  in  Devonshire, 
for  instance,  had  his  licence  endoi-secL 
he  might  go  to  Northumberland  and 
get  another,  or  might  take  out  two 
at  the  same  time  and  produce  one 
on  the  first  occasion  for  endorsement 
and  the  other  on  the  second.  This 
Amendment,  and  the  others  I  have 
given  notice  of,  will  make  it  very  much 
more  difficult,  and  probably  impossible,  to 
commit  a  fraud  of  that  sort.  I  do  not 
propose  to  make  any  provision  for  taking 
out  new  licences  on  a  change  of  resid- 
ence during  the  year,  as  at  the  end  of 
\  xXva  ^«m  \foa  Ufteuce  will  not  be  renewable 
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except  in  the  county  into  which   the 
licencee  has  removed. 

Amendment  moved — 

11  In  page  2,  line  18,  after  the  word  '  it '  to 
insert  the  words  '  who  resides  in  that  county 
or  county  borough.'  " —  (Lord  Balfour  of 
Burleigh. ) 

The  Earl  of  ROSSLYN  asked  whether 
the  noble  Lord  had  considered  the  case 
of  foreigners  coming  into  this  country. 
Where  were  they  to  obtain  a  licence  •* 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH:  I 
think  that  point  will  require  to  be  met 
by  some  provision.  I  am  not  able  to 
state  the  exact  form  it  will  take,  but  it 
is  obvious  that  if  a  foreigner  arrived  at 
Dover  it  would  be  a  hardship  to  prevent 
his  driving  to  London.  I  will  provide 
for  that  at  a  subsequent  stage. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  ROSSLYN  moved  to 
insert  words  empowering  a  licensing 
authority  to  withhold  or  subsequently 
to  cancel  a  licence  if,  in  their  opinion, 
the  applicant  should  be  deemed  to  have 
no  practical  knowledge  of  the  method  of 
driving  a  car.  Jt  was,  he  said,  with 
some  hesitation  that  he  moved  the 
Amendment  standing  in  his  name, 
because  it  was  very  similar  to  one  moved 
by  Lord  Tweed  mouth  and  rejected  on 
the  previous  Friday;  but  he  asked  their 
Lordships  to  look  most  carefully  at  the 
position  in  which  the  clause  now  stood. 
It  was  stated,  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 
clause,  that  a  person  should  not  drive  a 
motor-car  unless  he  was  licensed  for  the 
purpose,  and,  later,  it  was  provided  that 
the  Council  of  a  County  or  Borough 
should  grant  a  licence  to  any  person 
applying  for  it  on  payment  of  a  shilling. 
It  was  pressed  without  success  on  the 
previous  Friday  that  the  Government 
should  accept  an  Amendment  substitut- 
ing the  words  'may  grant"  for  "  shall 
grant. "  In  other  words,  that  the  Council 
of  a  County  or  County  Borough  should 
not  be  compelled  to  give  a  licence  to 
anybody  who  applied  for  it.  The 
Government,  however,  had  refused  this 
Amendment,  and  were  going  to  compel 
County  Councils  to  grant  licences  to 
anyone  who  paid  the  necessary  shilling, 


whatever  he  might  know  about  the 
driving  of  a  motor-car.  The  Amend- 
ment which  he  had  placed  on  the 
Paper  gave  County  or  Borough  Councils 
the  right  to  withhold  or  subsequently 
cancel  such  licence,  and  he  had  added  the 
words — 

"If  in  their  opinion  the  applicant  for  or 
owner  of  such  a  licence  shall  be  deemed  to 
have  no  practical  knowledge  of  the  method  of 
driving  a  car." 

He  thought  County  Councils  should  have 
the  right  to  say  whether  a  man  was  fit  to 
drive  a  car  or  not.  It  was  true  that  a 
slight  Amendment  was  agreed  to  by  the 
noble  Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  that 
licences  should  not  be  granted  to  anyone 
under  the  age  of  sixteen.  But  he  still 
thought  that  County  Councils  should  be 
given  an  opportunity  of  refusing  a  licence 
for  any  valid  reason.  It  had  been  said 
by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  that  people  . 
who  drove  horses  had  not  to  prove  their 
competency,  and  why  should  drivers  of 
motor-cars?  That  was  an  altogether  differ- 
ent matter.  He  might  as  well  say  to  the 
noble  Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill  that  if  it 
was  necessary  to  obtain  a  master's  certifi- 
cate to  take  charge  of  a  yacht,  why  was 
it  not  necessary  to  obtain  a  certificate  to 
drive  a  motor-car  ?  When  the  First 
Reading  of  the  Bill  was  taken  Lord  Rose- 
bery  rightly  said  that  it  was  necessary  to 
keep  under  the  severest  supervision  the 
capacity  of  those  who  undertook  to  drive 
motor-cars,  and  the  noble  Earl  added 
that  he  would  have  been  glad  to  hear 
that  a  demand  would  be  made  for  some 
proof  of  a  driver's  fitness  to  undertake 
the  management  of  those  machines.  He 
(Lord  Rosslyn)  trusted  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  would  give  way  on  this 
point,  and  accept  his  Amendment. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  19,  after  the  word  '  section' 
to  insert  the  words  'But  any  County  or 
Borough  Council  may  withhold  or  subse- 
quently cancel  such  licence  if  in  their  opinion 
the  applicant  for  or  owner  of  such  licence  shall 
be  deemed  to  have  no  practical  knowledge  of 
the  method  of  driving  a  car.'  "—(The  Earl  of 
Rosslyn. ) 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH:  I 
sincerely  hope  that  my  nohle  friend  will 
not  press  his  Amendment.  We  argued 
this  matter  very  fully  on  Friday,  and  the 
House  by  a  very  substantial  majority 
confirmea  the  clause  in  this  rea^.c<»  **  Sn* 

i  stood.      I  CO\M  Y\&\»  tot  ^  \aSKB«fck  XfcttS^ 
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of  simply  accepting  "  may  "  instead  of  i 
"shall  without  any  qualifying  words,' 
because  that  would  give  the  power,  with 
the  Amendment  which  I  have  just  in- 
serted providing  that  a  man  is  to  be  J 
resident  in  a  county  to  get  a  licence,  to 
a  County  Council  which  is  hostile  to 
motor-cars  to  refuse  to  give  licences 
at  all,  and  then  nobody  in  that  county 
would  be  able  to  drive  a  motor^r. 
The  particular  Amendment  on  the  Paper 
raises  the  whole  question  of  granting 
certificates  of  competency.  That  was  a 
point  which  we  argued  at  length  the 
other  day,  and,  as  I  have  said,  the 
Committee  supported  the  view  which  I 
put  before  it  by  a  considerable  majority, 
and  I  hope  that  decision  will  not  be 
reversed  on  this  occasion.  I  waited  for 
a  moment  after  the  noble  Earl  sat  down 
to  see  if  anyone  else  rose,  but  no  one 
got  up.  Unless  the  noble  Earl  receives 
some  support,  I  think  I  should  be  con- 
sulting the  convenience  of  the  House  if 
I  did  not  repeat  the  arguments  which  I 
put  forward  last  Friday. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  said  he  was 
quite  out  of  Court  in  this  matter, 
because  he  had  to  leave  the  House  before 
the  exhaustive  discussion  to  which  the 
noble  Lord  had  referred  took  place.  But 
did  he  understand  that  the  Government 
Under  this  Bill  did  not  contemplate  any 
test  of  competency  for  drivers  1 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  : 
We  do  not.  It  is  impossible  adequately 
to  test  the  competency  of  a  driver  in 
any  time  which  can  be  given  to  it.  We 
think  there  is  no  proper  machinery  in 
this  country  for  doing  it,  and  that  the 
other  provisions  of  the  Bill  providing 
for  suspension  and  endorsement  will  be 
sufficient.  No  one  has  suggested  the 
machinery  by  which  this  can  be  done, 
and  I  feel  bound  to  say  that  this  is  a 
much  less  convenient  Amendment  than 
the  one  that  was  negatived  by  the 
House  the  other  night. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  asked 
whether  the  noble  Lord  was  aware  that 
no  one  was  allowed  to  drive  a  motor- 
car in  France  without  a  certificate  of 
efficiency.  If  that  was  possible  in 
France,  why  was  it  not  possible  in 
England  ?  Might  he  suggest,  thai  X\na 
Ts>rJ  Balfour  of  Burleigh. 


would   be  a     fit    subject    for    further 
Cabinet  enquiry  1 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH :  i 
lo  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  make 
enquiry,  because  we  are  fully  informed 
of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  France. 
The  information  we  receive  is  that  the 
examination,  as  conducted  there,  is  of 
i  he  most  superficial  kind,  and  affords  no 
;est  of  fitness  in  an  emergency.  As  I 
have  already  informed  the  House  more 
;han  once, there  is  no  ground  for  assuming 
that  accidents  which  have  happened  in 
he  past  have  been  due  to  the  in- 
competency of  the  drivers.  They  are 
lue  more  to  drivers  taking  risks  or 
going  at  speeds  which  ought  not  to  be 
permissible  upon  a  public  highway. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  said  that 
;he  argument  of  the  noble  Lord 
appeared  to  be  that  because  the 
examination  in  France  was  super 
licial  therefore  there  should  be  none  at 
all  in  England.  His  information  as  to 
-he  examination  in  France  did  not  tally 
with  that  of  the  noble  Lord.  He  must 
protest  against  the  idea  that  these 
machines  were  to  run  loose  on  the  high- 
ways without  any  guarantee  of  the 
efficiency  of  those  who  guided  them.  If 
that  was  the  opinion  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  he  would  be  compelled,  if 
the  noble  Lord  pressed  this  matter  to  a 
division,  to  vote  with  him. 

Lord  LAMINGTON  pointed  out  that 
Owners  who  employed  persons  to  drive 
their  cars  must  have  some  method  of 
assuring  themselves  of  their  competence. 
Surely,  therefore,  it  would  be  possible  to 
institute  some  system  of  examination. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  said  the 
Amendment  now  before  the  House  went 
rather  farther  than  his  Amendment  did. 
The  noble  Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill  had 
said  that  one  of  the  objections  to  this 
Amendment  was  that  it  provided  no 
method  of  carrying  out  the  examination. 
The  noble  Lord  added  that  no  such 
I  method  had  ever  been  suggested,  but  it 
would  be  within  the  recollection  of  the 
House  that  in  the  Amendment  which  he 
(Lord  Tweedmouth)  moved  on  the 
previous  Friday,  and  which  was  rejected, 
Yl*  &&  surest   that    the    examination 
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should  be  carried  out  by  the  police,  and 
that  the  chief  of  police  in  a  county  or 
borough  should  give  a  certificate,  and 
that  the  applicant  for  a  licence  should 
produce  that  certificate. 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  asked  who 
wai  to  teach  the  police. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  said  the  police 
would  have  to  make  proper  regulations. 
It  was  an  extraordinary  thing,  because 
at  this  moment  there  was  no  machinery 
to  do  a  particular  thing,  that  therefore 
for  ever  afterwards  we  should  be  without 
that  machinery.  This  was  a  new  form 
of  traction  and  must  give  rise  to  new 
conditions,  and  the  obligation  should  be 
laid  on  the  local  authorities  to  take  the 
proper  precautions,  and  provide  the 
necessary  facilities  for  taking  those  pre- 
cautions, in  order  to  make  the  roads 
safe  for  ordinary  traffic.  Though  the 
question  had  been  decided  by  their  Lord- 
ships, he  did  not  think  it  was  decided 
after  very  full  discussion.  His  own 
feeling  was  that  the  House  did  not  look 
at  this  question  from  all  sides.  His 
noble  friend  Lord  Craven,  who  was 
himself  the  holder  of  a  licence  in 
France,  would  be  able,  if  necessary, 
to  give  the  House  an  account  of  how 
ho  obtained  that  licence  and  the  method 
;iclopted  in  France,  which  was  one  that 
did  afford  at  any  rate  some  proof  of 
competence.  It  was  an  extraordinary 
proposition  to  put  forward  that  it  was 
better  to  have  no  proof  of  competency 
than  to  have  a  proof  of  competency  which 
was  not  absolutely  without  stain.  He 
agreed  with  the  noble  Lord  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  that  they  could  not  test  the 
competence  of  a  man  to  extricate  his  car 
from  a  difficult  position,  but  that  would 
always  be  a  question  of  the  nerve  of  the 
driver. 

Lord  THRING  asked  whether  it  was 
suggested  that  County  Councils  should  be 
compelled  to  give  licences  to  notorious 
drunkards  or  bad  characters.  No  such 
obligation  had  ever  been  imposed  on 
County  Councils  before.  Surely  there 
ought  to  be  some  words  inserted  giving 
a  County  Council,  when  it  was  proved  to 
them  that  the  applicant,  though  not  in- 
competent, was  quite  unfitted  by  his 
character  to  receive  a  licence,  the  power 
to  refuse  to  grant  him  a  licence. 


Lord  BURGHCLERE  asked  whether 
under  the  Bill  as  it  stood  "recklessly" 
meant  the  same  thing  as  "  incompetency," 
and  whether  if  it  was  proved  that  a  driver 
through  incompetency  endangered  the 
lives  of  the  public  this  would  be  an 
offence  under  the  Bill.  He  thought  that 
it  ought  to  be  made  an  offence,  and  sug- 
gested the  insertion  of  the  words  after 
recklessly,  "or  without  due  care." 

♦Earl  SPENCER  said  that  he  had  seen 
and  heard  things  which  had  appeared  to 
him  to  throw  some  light  on  this  question 
of  competency.  That  morning  a  motor- 
car stood  opposite  his  house.  The  driver 
lost  control  of  the  machine  and  the  car 
was  backed  not  only  over  the  pavement 
but  up  three  steps  against  his  front  door. 
Another  instance  which  seemed  to  favour 
this  plea  of  competency  occurred  one 
evening  last  year  when  he  returned  home 
from  dinner  and  found  a  motor-car 
opposite  his  door.  The  horse  in  his 
carriage  became  restive,  but  he  was  able 
to  get  out  without  difficulty.  To  his 
surprise  he  found  that  the  driver  of  the 
car  was  a  great  friend — a  very  distin- 
guished member  at  this  moment  of  the 
present  Government,  but  not  the  Prime 
Minister.  What  had  happened  was  this 
— his  friend  had  got  the  car  backed 
against  the  kerb  near  the  door  and  had 
no  power  of  moving  it.  His  chauffeur 
was  not  with  him,  directly  the  chaufffur 
came  the  car  was  at  once  moved  off. 
Perhaps  these  difficulties  of  controlling 
and  driving  the  car  would  not  have  arisen 
I  if  there  had  been  a  previous  guarantee 
of  competency. 


I     Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  :    I 
am  sure  the  noble  Earl  will  allow  me  to 
'  express    sympathy    with     him    in    the 
I  damage   to  his    front    door.      But    the 
!  instances    he    gave  do  not    necessarily 
prove  the   incompetency  of   the  driver. 
The  trouble  may  have  been  due  to  the 
inefficiency  of  the  car.     The  noble  Lord 
opposite  (Lord  Burghclere)  asked  whether 
"  recklessly  "  would  cover  incompetency. 
I  would   say  certainly  not.     An  incom- 
petent man  may  be  reckless,  or  the  most 
competent  man  may  be  reckless.     Lord 
i  Tweedmouth  was  very  severe   upon   us 
1  for  not  accepting  this  Amendment.     Are 
J  we  really,  he  said,  to  trust  ourselves  to 
!  people  who  have  given  no  ^to»1  *&  >&&ss«. 
I  competency  *\    TVkfc  crtXisx  ^s^s  ^»  \*$s$vr> 
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Lord  regaled  the  House  with  a  story  of 
how  on  one  occasion  he  had  travelled  six 
and  a  half  miles  in  seven  minutes.  Did 
the  noble  Lord  demand  any  proof  of  the 
competency  of  the  driver  before  he  en- 
trusted himself  in  that  car  ? 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  I  was  aware 
that  the  driver  was  probably  the  most 
competent  chauffeur  then  in  England. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH:  It 
would  be  extremely  inconvenient  if  the 
House  should  reverse  its  former  decision. 
1  would  point  out  that  there  are  many 
different  Kinds  of  cars,  and  competency 
to  drive  one  kind  of  car  by  no  means 
proves  that  the  driver  is  competent  to 
drive  them  all. 

The  Earl  of  CRAVEN  :  It  is  men- 
tioned  on  the  French  certificate  what  car 
the  holder  can  drive. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
Then  I  suppose  the  certificate  is  only  to 
be  for  a  particular  car. 

The  Earl  of  CRAVEN :    Yes. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
That  goes  with  much  more  minuteness 
into  the  matter  than  has  ever  been  sug- 
gested. I  can  only  say  that  I  think  this 
certificate,  if  given,  would  be  an  entirely 
delusive  guarantee  of  the  real  competence 
of  the  driver ;  nor  do  I  believe  that  any 
examination  which  can  l>e  conducted  by 
the  police  would  give  any  real  security 
to  the  public.  If  I  did  I  should  not 
resist  this  Amendment.  If  the  House 
chooses  to  reverse  its  former  decision  it 
has  the  power  to  do  so,  but  I  shall  cer- 
tainly be  obliged  to  divide  ihe  House.  I 
trust  that  the  Amendment  will  not  be 
accepted. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  thought 
that  th?-  lives  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
country  were  of  far  more  importance  than 
the  consistency  of  their  Lordships'  House 
in  dealing  with  the  Amendment.  He 
did  think  it  would  be  with  consternation 
that  the  country  would  learn  to-morrow 
that  under  the  settled  policy  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  there  might  be 
next  year  20,000  of  these  powerful 
machines  in  use  on  the  high  roads  without 
any  other  guarantee   of  efficiency  t\tfv,\\ 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh. 


the  competency  of  the  driver  to  pay  a 
shilling. 

♦Earl  RUSSELL  did  not  imagine  that 
anybody  who  had  been  in  the  nabit  of 
driving  a  motor-car  for  any  considerable 
time  would  experience  the  slightest  diffi- 
|  culty  in   passing  anv  examination  which 
might  be  instituted  but   he  wished  to 
;  extend  his  support  to  the  noble  Lord  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  in  his  contention  that 
I  any    examination    of    this    sort    would 
i  be,     from     the     point     of     view     of 
public    safety,    entirely    illusory.       He 
thought  that  noble  Lords  who  had  spoken 
in  an    opposite  sense    were    under  the 
impression  that  because  a  man  was  com- 
petent to  drive  he  would  drive  carefully 
and  with  due  regard  to  the  convenience 
of  other  vehicles  and  the  public,  but  the 
general  experience  in  this  country  was 
that  Frenchmen,  who  were,  perhaps,  the 
:  most  qualified  motorists,  drove  their  cars 
with  far  less  regard  for  life  and  limb  than 
those  who  were  not  so  experienced.    The 
Amendment  used  the  words — 

"  Shall  be  deemed  to  have  practical  koow 
Ledge  of  the  method  of  driving  a  car." 

Did  that  mean  practical  knowledge  of 
how  to  make  the  car  go  and  stop,  or  did 
it  mean  practical  knowledge  of  how  to 
repair  the  car  when  it  went  wrong?  The 
particular  instance  which  uas  given  by 
the  noble  Lord  who  moved  the  Amend- 
ment was  a  remarkably  unfortunate  one. 
The  noble  Lord  said  that  the  master 
of  a  ship  had  to  obtain  acertificate  of  com- 
petency, but  their  Lordships  knew  that 

I  the  owner  of  his  own  yacht  might  sign 
as  master  and  put  to  sea  without  any 

'  certificate  of  competency.  If  that  was 
allowed  in  the  case  of  a  private  yacht, 
there  did  not  seem  any  reason  for  impot- 

|  ing   the  proposed    test     n  the  case  of 

i  motorists.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  people 
who  owned  motor-cars  would  always 
insist  upon  the  competency  of  the  driver 
before  they  risked  their  valuable  pro- 
perty. A  mere  certificate  of  proficiency 
in  driving  a  car  would  be  no  safeguard  I 
to  the  public,  and  he  hoped  the  noble  * 
Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill  would  not 
recede  from  the  position  he  had  taken 
up. 

Lord   BURGHCLERE,    referring    to 

Lord  Balfour's  reply  to  his  question,  said 

i  to  v;aa  <\uite  clear  that  a  driver  might  be 
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both  reckless  and  incompetent,  but  he 
might  also  be  incompetent  without  bein£ 
reckless.  The  question  he  wished  to  put 
to  the  noble  Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
was  whether  under  the  Bill  as  it  stood, 
supposing  it  were  proved  that  a  driver, 
through  incompetence,  had  endangered 
the  lives  of  the  public,  that  would  be  an 
offence  under  the  Act. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH :  It 
would  be  a  question  of  fact  at  the  time 
for  the  Court,  as  to  the  degree  of  the 
incompetent  recklessness. 

Lord  BURGHCLERE  said  his  point 
had  reference  to  incompetence  without 
recklessness. 

Lord  RIBBLESDALE  thought  an 
examination  as  proposed  would  be  found 
illusory.  How  was  a  man  to  learn  to 
drive  1  He  clearly  could  not  obtain  a 
certificate  of  efficiency  till  he  had  learnt 
to  drive. 

*The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
of  AGRICULTURE  (the  Earl  of 
Onslow)  said  that  any  man  who 
was  proved  to  be  incompetent  would 
be  driving  to  the  common  danger 
and  would  commit  an  offence  under 
the  Bill.  In  his  judgment  a  certificate 
of  competency  would  be  entirely  illusory. 
On  one  occasion  he  took  a  powerful 
car  over  to  France  and  took  care  to 
employ  a  certificated  French  chauffeur. 
He  t  bought  that  with  these  precautions 
he  was  bound  to  be  fairly  safe.  But  on 
the  first  day  the  chauffeur  passed  another 
car  on  the  wrong  side,  throwing  an  old 
lady  out,  and  on  the  second  day,  in  order 
to  avoid  a  car  which  was  being  driven 
slowly,  the  diauffeur  ran  the  car  into  a 
ditch.  The  exploit  cost  him  a  great  deal 
of  money,  and  after  getting  rid  of  the 
chauffeur  he  sold  the  car.     No  certificate  I 


of  competency  even  in  France  was  a  real 
guarantee  that  a  car  would  be  driven  in 
an  efficient  manner. 

Lord  REDESDALE  said  the  object  of 
this  Bill  was  to  afford  some  degree  of 
safety  for  His  Majesty's  lieges  in  a  new 
dauger,  but  unless  care  was  taken  to  see 
that  the  men  who  drove  these  cars  knew 
their  business,  the  greatest  danger  to  the 

General  public  might  arise.  After  the 
►ill  had  been  passed  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  get  the  law  amended,  and 
therefore  he  hoped  their  Lordships  would 
reverse  their  former  decision  on  this 
point,  even  if  they  thereby  incurred  the- 
charge  of  inconsistency. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  asked 
what  was  to  happen  if  a  man  who  had 
been  granted  a  certificate  of  efficiency 
had  his  licence  taken  away  because  he 
drove  recklessly.  Would  he  then  be 
photographed  and  his  photograph  cir- 
culated all  round  the  country  ?  Other- 
wise, how  could  they  prevent  him  going 
to  another  part  of  the  country  and 
driving  ? 

Lord  BALFpUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
The  last  Amendment  which  your  Lord- 
ihips  inserted  will  prevent  that  happening, 
lb  is  an  offence  under  the  Act  to  have 
more  than  one  licence,  and  under  the 
Amendment  to  which  your  Lordships 
have  just  agreed  a  person  can  only  get  a 
licence  in  the  County  or  County  Borough 
in  which  he  resides,  and  in  which  the  car 
Is  registered. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  said  the 
driver  might  lose  his  licence  and  yet  at 

he  same  time  go  to  another  part  of  the 
country  and  continue  driving  until  he 
vas  found  out.     How  was  it  proposed  to 

letect  men  who  did  that  1 

On  Question,  their  Lordships  divided  : 
— Contents,    37 ;     Not    Contents,     52. 
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Lord  BALFOUR  op  BURLEIGH: 
The  next  Amendment  standing  in  my 
name  is  really  to  carry  out  the  policy 
I  have  already  indicated  to  the  House. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  19,  after  the  word  '  section,' 
to  insert  as  fresh  paragraphs  : — '  A  licence 
shall  remain  in  force  for  a  period  of  twelve 
months  from  the  date  on  which  it  is  granted, 
but  shall  be  renewable,  and  the  same  provi- 
sions shall  apply  with  respect  to  the  renewal 
of  the  licence  as  apply  with  respect  to  the 
grant  of  the  licence.  *  A  person  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  hold  more  than  one  licence.'  "— 
(Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh). 

♦Earl  RUSSELL  asked  whether  the 
endorsement  of  a  licence  would  be  carried 
on  from  one  year  to  another. 

The  Marquess  of  BATH  said  that,  as 
his  noble  friend's  Amendment  covered 
in  principle  the  one  he  had  placed  on  the 
Paper,  he  would  not  move  his;  but  he 
would  like  to  ask  the  noble  Lord  whether 
it  would  be  possible  for  a  County 
Council  to  make  regulations  for  the 
issuing  of  these  licences,  say  from  the 
county  offices,  so  that  regular  resolutions 
would  not  have  to  be  passed  1 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
The  answer  to  that  question  is  in  the 
affirmative.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will 
be  very  much  a  matter  of  machinery 
which  the  County  Council  can  delegate 
to  its  responsible  officers.  The  answer 
to  the  question  put  to  me  by  the  noble 
Earl  opposite,  Earl  Russell,  is  also  m  \tafc 


affirmative.      The  endorsement    will  be 
carried  on  from  one  year  to  another. 

On  question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  ROSSLYN  moved  to 
insert  a  new  sub-section  authorising  the 
licensing  authority  to  refuse  a  licence  to 
anyone  who  might  be  physically  or 
mentally  incapacitated.  He  asked  the 
Government  to  accept  this  as  a  matter 
of  common  sense,  so  that  the  licensing 
authority  could  refuse  to  grant  a  licence 
to  a  blind  man,  a  deaf  man,  and  ft 
lunatic. 

Amendment  moved — 

44  After  Sub-section  (2)  to  insert  the  fold- 
ing new  sub-section  :  —  '  The  Council  of  ft 
County  or  Borough  may,  in  their  discretion, 
refuse  a  licence  to  anyone  who  may  be  phy- 
sically or  mentally  incapacitated.  "  —  [fkt 
Earl  of  Rosslyn. ) 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
The  object  of  this  Amendment  commands 
a  certain  amount  of  sympathy,  but  how 
really  is  it  to  be  enforced  1  What 
degree  of  deafness  is  to  disqualify,  and 
are  you  going  to  set  up  a  County  Council 
as  a  judge  of  lunacy  1  I  think  you  will 
find  this  extremely  difficult  to  carry  out 
The  idea  of  the  Bill  is  a  better  one,  but 
I  am  quite  aware,  from  the  previous 
discussion,  that  there  may  be  a  certain 
amount  of  sympathy  for  this  Amendment. 
My  case  against  it  is  that  it  is  absolutely 
unworkable.  I  do  not  think  the  County 
^C/Q\x\\c\l    can    decide     the    question    of 
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sanity.  If  a  man  is  going  about  the 
country  he  must  be  presumed,  I  suppose, 
to  be  sane  enough  to  drive  a  motor-car. 
Surely  you  cannot  ask  the  County 
Councils  to  set  up  a  new  standard  of 
sanity. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  thought 
the  noble  Lord  was  quite  right  to  be 
consistent  in  the  pursued  policy  of  the 
Government  to  authorise  incapacity  of 
every  kind  on  the  motor-cars  of  the 
country  and  therefore  he  would  not 
urge  the  noble  Lord  on  the  Cross  Benches 
to  divide.  But  he  would  point  out  that 
there  was  such  a  thing  as  local  knowledge 
of  the  persons  who  applied  for  a  licence. 
It  was  also  possible  that  when  a  man  had 
been  found  driving,  whether  from  deaf- 
ness or  other  physical  incapacity,  to  the 
common  danger  of  His  Majesty's  subjects, 
the  County  Council  might  wish  to  refuse 
him  a  licence. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH :  I 
venture  to  think  that  that  is  not  a  fair 
representation  of  the  position  of  the 
Government  in  the  matter.  If  a  man  is 
found,  as  the  noble  Lord  presupposes — 
which  means  found  by  a  Court — to  have 
bjen  driving  in  the  way  he  describes 


The    Earl    of    ROSEBERY: 
necessarily  found  by  a  Court. 


Not 


Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH :  In 
that  case  the  licence  would  be  endorsed, 
and  if  the  licence  is  endorsed  the  County 
Council  has  power  over  it.  It  is  not 
reasonable  to  set  up  a  standard  in  the 
vague  terms  proposed. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  put  it  to 
the  noble  Lord  whether,  supposing  when 
he  (Lord  Balfour)  was  going  out  of  his 
park  gate  in  Scotland  a  stone  deaf 
neighbour  nearly  ran  him  down  through 
not  hearing  his  carriage  wheels,  would 
the  noble  Lord  not  think  himself  entitled 
to  represent  to  the  County  Council  that 
his  neighbour  was  not  fit  to  control  a 
motor-car  I 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  said  these 
were  questions  which  even  a  superficial 
examination  of  the  competency  of  persons 
who  applied  for  licences  would  find  out. 

Loun  HEXEAGE  pointed  out  that  as 
the  Bill  was  drafted  it  not  only  gave  a 


man  who  was  a  notorious  drunkard,  and 
well  known  in  the  district  as  such,  power 
to  obtain  a  licence  in  the  first  instance, 
but  the  Council  were  bound  to  renew 
that  licence  unless  he  had  driven  reck- 
lessly. He  was  told  that  a  great  many 
of  these  accidents  happened  not  when 
men  were  driving  recklessly,  but  when, 
having  delivered  their  cargo,  they  went 
to  the  public-house  and  refreshed  them- 
selves, and  went  home  the  worse  for 
liquor. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH : 
Surely  if  a  man  is  discovered  and  con- 
victed of  such  conduct  as  that,  the  proper 
thing  to  do  is  to  bring  him  before  a  Court 
and  endorse  his  licence. 

Lord  HENEAGE:  But  could  the 
licence  be  endorsed  if  he  was  not  driving 
recklessly  ? 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
Yes;  it  could  be  dealt  with  under 
Clause  1  if  he  is  driving  to  the  danger  of 
the  public. 

On  Question,  Amendment  negatived. 

The  Marquess  of  GRANBY  said  he 
did  not  think  it  would  be  necessary  to 
move  the  Amendment  standing  in  his 
name,  providing  that  the  licence  of  any 
person  who  had  been  convicted  under 
the  Act,  and  who  had  appealed  against 
such  conviction,  should  be  suspended 
pending  the  hearing  of  such  appeal, 
because  he  had  been  informed  that  the 
noble  Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill  had  met 
the  object  he  had  m  view,  which  was  to 
provide  against  persons  who  had  been 
convicted  under  the  Act,  and  had  appealed 
against  the  conviction,  driving  in  the 
meantime. 

LordBALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH :  The 
Amendment  standing  in  my  name,  which 
comes  next,  was  devised  avowedly  to  meet 
the  point  which  the  noble  Marquess 
brought  to  my  notice  by  means  of  his 
Amendment.  Under  the  Bill  an  appeal 
would  only  lie  where  a  person  is  sent  to 
prison  without  the  option  of  a  fine,  and  *he 
noble  Marquess  urged  that  a  person  ought 
to  have  an  appeal  in  the  case  of  his  licence 
being  suspended  for  more  than  six 
months  where  he  is  not  sent  to  prison, 
and  that  is  provided  for  by  thk  k\asso^- 
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the  operation  of  the  suspension  during 
the  time  of  the  hearing  of  the  appeal. 
We  think  the  suspension  should  not  be 
got  round  by  a  person  appealing,  because 
in  that  case  considerable  time  might 
-elapse  before  the  appeal  was  heard,  and 
during  all  that  time  the  driver  whose 
licence  had  been  suspended  by  the  Court 
of  first  instance  could  go  on  driving. 
Power  is  given  in  this  Amendment  to 
the  Court  to  allow  the  driver  to  go  on 
driving  if  they  see  fit,  but  it  is  in  the 
-discretion  of  the  Court  of  first  instance. 
I  venture  to  suggest  that  this  is  a  satis- 
factory solution  of  the  difficulty  which 
surrounds  this  point. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  4,  after  the  word  4  licence ' 
to  insert,  as  a  new  paragraph :  4  Any  person 
whose  licence  is  suspended  under  this  section 
for  a  period  of  six  months  or  more,  or  who  is 
declared  disqualified  from  obtaining  a  licence 
under  this  section  for  any  such  period,  may 
appeal  against  the  order  for  suspension  or  dis- 
qualification to  a  Court  of  quarter  sessions  in 
the  same  manner  as  a  perion  may  appeal  who 
is  ordered  to  be  imprisoned  without  the  option 
of  a  fine ;  and  the  Court  by  which  the  sus- 
pension or  disqualification  is  ordered  may,  if 
they  think  fit,  pending  the  appeal,  defer  the 
operation  of  the  order.1" — {Lord  Baljour  of 
mirleigh.) 

Lord  BURGHCLERE  asked  the  noble    ,  ,.  .     , 

Lord  to  point  out  in  what  portion  of  the  do  ?ot  thmk  ™e  Preci8e  w°rding  wi 
Bill  the  provision  occurred  that  any  un{eT  an>;  circumstances,  and  I 
person  driving  to  the  danger  of  the  rather  mcl??ed  *°  ■URgest  to  the  House 
public  could  be  dealt  with  in  the  way ;  8?me  considerations  on  the  other  side 
suggested.  So  far  as  he  could  make  I  ^together.  The  noble  Larl  does  not 
oat/it  was  necessary  that  he  should  be  8UPP°8°  that  the  accidents  must  neces- 
driving  at  a  speed  which  was  dangerous  !  f?l7  hav!  beer*  caused  alwavs  *>y  «» 
to  the  public,  which  was  a  very  different  j  dnver  of  the  ^tor-car. 
thing. 


willing  to    insert    "  negligently "    after 
u  recklessly  "  at  a  subsequent  stage. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  3,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  said 
the  Amendment  standing  in  his  name 
did  not  originate  with  him  but  with 
Lord  Herries,  who  was  unavoidably 
absent  on  this  occasion.  He  did  not 
think  he  need  make  any  lengthened 
speech  in  support  of  it.  He  thought 
every  one  of  tneir  Lordships  would  be  of 
opinion  that  the  driver  of  a  motor-car  who 
caused  an  accident,  or  who  was  concerned 
in  an  accident,  and  who  then  drove 
away,  committed  as  grave  an  offence  as 
it  was  possible  for  him  to  commit,  and 
one  which  deserved  very  severe  punish- 
ment. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  After  Clause  3,  to  inseit  the  following  new 
clause :  4  Should  any  accident  happen  to  a 
passer-by  or  his  horse  or  vehicle,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  driver  of  the  motor-car  to  stop  his 
car  and  give  such  assistance  as  he  can  ;  and, 
if  he  fail  to  do  so,  he  8b all  be  guilty  of  an 
offence  under  this  Act.'  *'— (The  Earl  of 
Campcrdown. ) 


Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH :  I 

will  do 
am 


The  Earl  of  CAMPER  DOWN  :  No : 
but  whether  the  motorcar  was  to  blame 
or  not. 


Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLETGH  :  It 
is  not,  I  think,  very  convenient  to  take 
one  back  to  a  clause  which  is  not  dealt 
with  by  this  Amendment,  but  I  will  do,  Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
my  best  to  answer  the  point  which  the  \  That  gets  rid  of  the  technical  objection, 
noble  Lord  has  raised.  The  offence  that  \  But  is  it  really  thought  that  a  provision 
has  to  be  proved  is  driving  recklessly  or  of  this  kind  can  be  useful  ?  If  the 
at  a  speed  dangerous  to  the  public,  accident  is  caused  by  reckless  driving. 
Surely  those  two  things  together  are  the  fact  of  a  man  driving  away  without 
sufficient.  If  you  have  the  case  of  a  i  rendering  assistance,  will,  of  course,  be 
drunken  man  driving,  surely  he  is !  an  aggravation  of  the  offence,  and,  if 
driving  recklessly  or  at  a  speed  dangerous  proved,  it  will  have  the  effect  of  in- 
to the  public.  Lord  Rosebery  has  sug-  creasing  the  penalty.  This  proposal 
gested  the  insertion  of  the  word  "care-    seems  to  me  to  be  an  attempt  to  enforce 


ly  "   which   I  have  already  uvionwed    gentlemanly    conduct    by    statute.      A 
the  rioble  Earl  I  cannot  accept,  \>\\l  1  auii  IwxA  A  w\v&*  W   described    it  as  an 

Lord  Balfour  of  BurleujK 
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attempt  to  make  good  Samaritans  by 
Act  of  Parliament,  though  in  the 
parable  the  good  Samaritan  was  not 
responsible  for  the  injuries  to  the  man 
he  succoured.  But  do  you  think  that 
assistance  which  is  given  under  a  fear 
of  a  fine  of  this  kind  will  be  really 
worth  having  1  1  venture  to  say  that  it 
will  not,  and  that  the  clause  is  really 
not  necessary  and  inexpedient.  The  pro- 
posal is  to  make  a  man  who  drives  away 
guilty  of  an  offence  under  this  Act,  but 
if  an  accident  is  owing  to  reckless  driving 
the  driver  will  have  already  committed 
an  offence  under  the  Act,  and  you 
cannot  really  make  him  guilty  of  two 
offences.  It  is  one  offence  aggravated. 
As  I  have  said,  the  clause  is  really  use- 
less, but  if  the  sense  of  the  House  is  in 
favour  of  it  I  personally  will  offer  no 
objection.  I  quite  agree  that  if  a  man 
in  a  motor-car  causes  an  accident  and 
then  drives  away  without  stopping  to 
see  if  any  assistance  can  be  given  he  is 
guilty  of  a  most  serious  offence.  I 
think  it  is  adequately  punished  under 
the  Bill  as  it  stands,  but  for  fear  it 
should  be  said  that  we  do  not  regard 
this  conduct  as  a  serious  offence  I 
would  rather  accept  the  Amendment 
than  divide  the  House  upon  it.  But 
unless  there  is  a  very  strong  feeling  in 
favour  of  it  I  would  prefer  not  to  accept 


i\ 


The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  said 
the  noble  Lord  had  surprised  him  very 
much  when  he  stated  that  the  object  of 
this  Amendment  was  to  create  good 
Samaritans  by  Act  of  Parliament.  The 
object  was  not  to  do  that,  but  to 
punish  cowardly  persons  who  first 
caused  an  accident  and  then  drove 
away,  leaving  the  unfortunate  victims  to 
get  on  as  best  they  could.  Whether  the 
driver  of  the  motor-car  was  in  fault  or 
not,  surely,  when  an  accident  had 
occurred  in  which  he  had  taken  part, 
the  least  thing  he  could  do  would 
be  to  stop  and  assist  as  well  as  he 
could.  The  noble  Lord  in  charge 
of  the  Bill  said  that  assistance  compulsorily 
given  was  of  no  use.  What  he  wanted 
was  the  assistance.  He  did  not  care 
whether  it  was  given  owing  to  compulsion 
or  in  any  other  way.  Only  two  or  three 
days  ago  a  man  drove  away  in  a  car 
which    did    not    belong    to    him,     and 


knocked  over  a  sergeant  in  the  Irish 
Guards,  breaking  that  unfortunate  man's 
leg.  But  the  motorist  drove  off,  leaving 
him  lying  in  the  road.  It  so  happened 
that  this  scoundrel  was  taken  up  on  the 
charge  of  stealing  the  car,  and  it  was 
then  discovered,  through  investigations 
that  took  place,  that  he  was  the  person 
who  had  knocked  over  the  sergeant. 
But  for  thisfact,  however,  it  would  never 
have  been  discovered.  The  Amendment 
might  create  a  second  offence  under  the 
Act,  and  even  if  it  did  he  would  be  very 
glad. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  said  he 
was  very  glad  to  see  that  the  Govern- 
ment, though  they  were  not  particularly 
anxious  to  provide  against  accidents, 
took  a  more  favourable  view  of  what  he 
might  call  post  mortem  Amendments. 
But  he  did  not  feel  that  he  could  support 
his  noble  friend  in  this  Amendment, 
because  he  thought  it  went  too  far.  If 
the  Amendment  provided  that  the  person 
causing  the  accident  should  stop  his  car 
and  give  his  name,  that  would  be  enough. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  he  was  called 
upon  to  give  assistance,  that  might  be 
used  as  a  means  of  some  oppression  by 
persons  who  have  sustained  very  slight 
injuries. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  was 
quite  ready  to  accept  such  an  Amend- 
ment as  the  noble  Earl  had  suggested. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  : 
I  think  in  these  circumstances  it  would 
be  better  not  to  put  in  these  particular 
words,  but  to  negative  this  Amendmei  t 
now  under  an  undertaking  from  me 
that  I  will  put  down  words  to  endeavour 
to  give  effect  to  the  sense  of  the  Howe 
at  a  subsequent  stage. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  said 
he  was  perfectly  prepared  to  accept  that 
undertaking. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Claused. 
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Lord  KELVIN  moved  an  additional 
paragraph  enabling  the  Board  to  make 
regulations  to  secure  against  the  use  on 
public  roads  of  motor-cars,  dangerous 
whether  on  account  of  imperfect  mechani- 
cal construction  or  excessive  engine  power, 
designed  for  dangerously  high  speeds. 
He  said  his  Amendment  went  towards 
an  object  that  was  admitted  by  the 
House  last  Friday  to  be  one  of  import- 
ance with  reference  to  the  safety  of  the 
public.  It  seemed  to  him  that  by  the 
mode  proposed  in  his  Amendment  the 
object  could  b '  carried  out  in  a  business- 
like way  and  without  making  a  general 
rule  as  to  either  speed  or  the  power  of 
which  the  car  was  capable.  It  was 
pointed  out  clearly  by  Lord  Balfour  that 
the  possibility  of  running  at  a  high 
speed  on  the  flat  was  necessary  to  allow 
a  car  to  be  competent  to  do  a  great 
part  of  its  regular  and  proper  work, 
and  therefore  the  condition,  if  it  was  to 
be  made,  to  secure  against  dangerous 
cars,  must  not  specify  precisely  the 
qualities  which  the  car  might  have. 
But  the  Local  Government  Board  had 
duties  put  upon  it  facilitating  the  identi- 
fication of  motor-cars,  arranging  also 
about  licences  to  be  granted  by  Councils 
ot  Counties  and  County  Boroughs,  and  so 
on.  It  seemed  to  him  that  to  add  a 
third  paragraph  enabling  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  make  regula- 
tions to  secure  against  the  use  on 
public  roads  of  motor-cars,  dangerous 
whether  on  account  of  imperfect 
mechanical  construction  or  excessive 
engine  power,  designed  for  danger- 
ously high  speeds,  would  be  to  place 
upon  them  a  duty  which  they  might 
rightly  discharge,  and  he  trusted  that  it 
might  be  found  possible  for  them  to 
undertake  it. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  32,  after  the  word  'police,' 
to  insert  as  a  new  paragraph  '(c)  To  secure 
against  the  use  on  public  roads  of  motor-cars, 
dangerous  whether  on  account  of  imperfect 
mechanical  construction  or  excessive  engine 
power,  designed  for  dangerously  high  speeds.'  " 
— (Lord  Kucin. ) 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
Upon  this  matter  I  have,  of  course,  to 
speak  upon  the  information  supplied  to 
me  by  others.     I   am  neAttaer  engineer 


information,   but  I  am   told  that  it  is 
absolutely  impossible  to   make  this  pro- 
posal effective  by  any  antecedent  regu- 
lations whatever,  or  to  do  more  than 
take  care  that  the  motor   should     be 
under   proper  control.    I  am  told  that 
it  is  absolutely   impossible  to  attempt 
any  interference  by  regulation  with  the 
mechanical    construction    of    a  car.    I 
believe  that  no  effective  machinery  can 
be  provided  for  the  purpose,  because  any 
sort  of  machinery  which  controls  engine- 
power  in  the  car  is  of  such  a  kind  that 
it  can  be  constantly  altered  by  any  com- 
petent person  who  is  in  charge  of  the 
car,  and  to  attempt  to  carry  out  this 
proposal    by   legislation   would   involve 
constant  examination,  almost  from  day 
to  day,  of  every  car  which  is   to  run 
along  the  public  roads.   I  am   told  that 
it  is  impossible,  after  the  engine  has  been 
put  into  the  car,    to  tell    what  its  real 
horse  power  for  driving  purposes  is.     In 
these    circumstances,     all    that     would 
happen  would  be  that  a  car  would  be 
called  a  six,  a  twelve,  a  twenty,  or  a 
thirty-horse  power  car,  according  to  the 
will    of    the    manufacturer,     and    the 
County  Council  would  not  really  be  able 
to  apply  any  effective  test.    It  is  a  per- 
fectly useless  operation  to  put  upon  the 
Local    Government  Board   the  duty  of 
framing  regulations    which    they     tell 
Parliament  they  cannot  frame  in  such  a 
way  asto  be  effective. 

Lord  KELVIN  said  that  if  it  seemed 
inadvisable,  he  certainly  would  not  press 
his  Amendment.  But  he  contended  that 
the  horsepower  of  the  engine  after  it  had 
been  put  into  the  car  could  be  tested 
without  the  slightest  difficulty.  He 
trusted  that  he  might  be  pardoned  for 
not  accepting  the  information  which  had 
been  given  to  the  noble  Lord  by  the 
professional  advisers  of  the  Local 
Government  Board. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  did  not 
think  the  final  objection  given  by  the 
noble  Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill — thai 
the  House  ought  not  to  put  on  the 
Local  Government  Board  duties  which 
they  had  declared  themselves  incapable 
of  undertaking— was  a  valid  one,  because 
they  had  declared  themselves  incapable  of 
doing  so  much  with  regard    to  prwvent- 


nor   mechanician  enough  to    \.e*t    \,W\ Yu%  a^v&s&te  that  they  would  be  left  do 
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power  at  all.  He  admitted  that  they 
were  all  children  in  these  matters, 
and  were  groping  rather  in  the  dark. 
Taking  expert  against  expert,  he  preferred 
the  authority  of  Lord  Kelvin  to  that  of 
any  expert  that  could  be  named.  If  the 
noDle  Lord  opposite  would  arrange  a 
meeting  between  Lord  Kelvin  and  the 
expert,  and  the  latter  could  convince 
Lord  Kelvin  that  his  proposal  was  incap- 
able of  being  carried  out,  the  House  would 
be  in  a  position  to  deal  with  the  question 
on  Report.  It  was  so  serious  a  matter 
that  it  could  not  be  dealt  with  by  read- 
ing out  the  opinion  of  an  anonymous 
expert  at  the  Table. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH :  I 
have  not  the  slightest  objection  to  en- 
deavouring to  arrange  the  meeting  which 
the  noble  Karl  has  suggested.  If  the 
Amendment  is  not  pressed,  I  will  cer- 
tainly endeavour  to  make  that  meeting 
possible. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  said 
that  under  the  Bill  they  were  giving 
large  powers  to  the  Local  Government 
Board.  They  were  enabling  them  to 
make  regulations  which  would  have  the 
force  of  law.  It  was  becoming  more  and 
more  the  habit  of  Departments  to  take 
upon  themselves,  or  to  have  placed  upon 
them,  functions  which  more  properly 
belonged  to  Parliament  itselfi  Surely 
these  regulations,  when  made,  ought  to  be 
laid  on  the  Table  of  both  Houses,  and 
then  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  any 
Member  of  either  House,  if  he  saw  a 
regulation  which  he  thought  objection- 
able, to  bring  it  under  the  notice  of  the 
House  with  a  view  to  its  alteration.  The 
words  in  bis  Amendment  were  inserted 
in  the  regulation  clause  of  the  Act  of 
1896,  and  he  thought  it  only  right  that 
they  should  be  inserted  in  this  Bill. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  34,  after  the  word  '  Board  ' 
to  insert  as  a  new  sub-section  *  Every  regula- 
tion made  in  pursuance  of  thit  section  shall  be 
forthwith  laid  before  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment.' "—[T/ie  Earl  of  Camperdoion  ) 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH :  I 
jim  glad  that  the  noble  Earl  has  not 
moved  the  clause  in  the  shape  in  which 
it  first  appeared,  inasmuch  as,  according 
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to  the  Amendment  as  originally  drafted, 
the  regulations  would  not  become  law 
until  they  had  been  laid  on  the  Table  for 
forty  days. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  said 
he  had  never  put  the  Amendment  down 
in  any  form  other  than  that  in  which  it 
now  appeared  on  the  Paper. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
1  was  under  the  impression  that  the 
Amendment  had  appeared  in  the  other 
form.  With  regard  to  this  Amendment 
I  can  assure  the  noble  Lord  that  this  is 
already  provided  for.  Section  6  of  the 
Locomotives  Act,  under  which  the  regu- 
lations are  made,  provides  in  so  many 
words  that  the  regulations  shall  be  laid 
on  the  Table  of  Parliament,  and  it  is 
only  under  that  section  that  the  regu- 
lations can  be  made. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  said 
he  could  not  see  any  objection  to  in- 
serting the  Amendment  in  the  clause. 
If  it  had  a  fault,  it  would  merely  be  one 
of  repetition ;  but,  at  all  events,  it  would 
enable  members  of  both  Houses  to  see 
clearly  what  was  the  intention  of  the  Act. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH :  I 
have  the  greatest  dislike  to  inserting 
words  which  are  superfluous  and  un- 
necessary, and  which  are  likely  to  throw 
doubt  on  the  other  clauses.  There  is  no 
power  to  make  regulations  except  under 
Section  6  of  the  principal  Act,  and  that 
section  provides  that  any  regulations 
made  under  it  shall  be  laid  on  the 
Table  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament.  In 
those  circumstances  I  cannot  accept  the 
Amendment. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  said 
he  would  not  press  his  Amendment,  but 
at  the  same  time  he  thought  the  in- 
sertion of  the  words  would  have  been 
very  useful. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Clause  4,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  5. 


♦The  Earl  of  JERSEY  moved  to  insert 
the  word    "not"   titoc  "\<  ^»  **»*» 
being  to  Wv*  i\i*  isg^YaDQfc^tk^F***80^ 
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Hft  admitted  that  after  the  decision  the 
other  night  there  was  rather  an  awkward 
fence  to  get  over ;  but  still,  there  might 
even  on  that  clause  be  a  little  wavering 
on  the  part  of  Members.  It  was  certain 
that  in  many  parts  of  the  country  there 
was  a  strong  opposition  to  the  idea  that 
motor-cars  should  be  allowed  to  go  at 
any  rate  of  speed  which  the  driver  might 
choose  to  adopt,  and  it  certainly  seemed 
hard  that  the  general  public  should  be 
jeopardised  by  motor-cars  travelling  at  a* 
high  rate  of  speed.  Lord  Balfour  had 
argued  the  other  night  that  it  was 
difficult  to  enforce  a  speed  limitation 
clause,  but  he  hardly  thought  that  could 
really  be  the  case,  because  in  that  very 
clause  the  noble  Lord  proposed  in  cer- 
tain places  to  adopt  a  limit  of  speed. 
The  Board  of  Trade  imposed  a  limit  of 
speed  in  the  case  of  tramways,  and  surely 
if  those  rules  could  be  carried  out,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  enforcing  a 
restricted  rate  of  speed  with  regard  to 
motor-cars.  The  noble  Lord  made  a 
great  mistake  if  he  thought  that  this 
Bill,  without  such  a  restriction,  would  be 
well  received  in  the  country  districts.  He 
moved  his  Amendment  as  a  strong  protest 
against  the  principle  of  unlimited  speed. 
In  the  few  days  since  the  House  first 
went  into  Committee  on  this  Bill  he  had 
had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  people 
in  the  part  of  the  country  in  which  he 
Jived,  and  everyone  to  whom  he  had 
spoken  was  aghast  at  the  idea  that  their 
Lordships1  House  had  gone  in  so  thoroughly 
for  unlimited  speed.  The  Government 
appeared  to  have  token  the  side  of  high 
speed  motor-cars  drivers  as  against  the 
jniblic. 

Amendment  moved. 


sport  of  driving  in  motor-cars,  and  at 
the  same  time  do  all  that  is  reasonable 
to  preserve  the  roads  for  those  who  do 
not  enjoy  that  form  of  amusement.  I 
think  the  House  will  not  accept  this 
Amendment  when  it  learns  that  the 
effect  of  it  would  be  universally,  with 
certain  exceptions  provided  by  the  local 
authorities,  to  preserve  the  existing  speed 
limit;  for,  if  one  thing  more  than 
another  has  been  settled  by  the  previous 
discussions  it  is  that  the  existing  speed 
limit  has  been  found  wanting.  If  we 
were  to  accept  this  Amendment,  we 
might  just  as  well  leave  the  Bill  off  the 
Statute-book.  I  cannot  accept  this 
Amendment,  nor  the  one  in  the  name  of 
Lord  Kelvin  which  stands  next ;  but 
when  we  come  to  a  subsequent  Amend- 
ment it  will  probably  be  convenient  to 
indicate  in  a  more  general  way  what 
improvement  I  think  can  be  made  in 
this  clause.  In  the  meantime  I  hope  the 
noble  Lord  will  not  press  his  Amend- 
ment. 


Amendment, 
withdrawn. 


by  leave  of  the   House, 


Lord  KELVIN  said  he  felt  so  strongly 
that  there  ought  to  be  no  interregnum 
between  the  passage  of  the  Bill  and  the 
issue  of  Local  Government  Board  regu- 
lations, during  which  there  would  be 
absolutely  no  fixed  limit  of  speed  in  any 
part  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  that 
he  thought  either  his  Amendment,  or 
perhaps  some  modification  of  it,  ought 
to  be  adopted.  It  was  surely  not  asking 
too  much  to  ask  that  the  public  should 
be  protected  against  that  state  of  thinga 

«  In  page  3,  line  36,  after  the  word  '  is '  to    Jhe  .BiU  was  aimed  at  reckless  driving, 
insert  the  word4  not.'"— (The  Earl  of  Jersey.)  j  but  it  was    more   easy    to  say    at    what 

rate  of  speed  a  car  was  driving  than  to 


Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  :  I 
venture  to  state  that  it  is  hardly  fair  to 
say  that  the  Government  have  taken  the 
side  of  the  motor-car  drivers  as  against 
the  public  in  regard  to  this  Bill.  I  am 
quite  sure  the  motor-car  drivers,  at  any 
rate,  do  not  think  the  Government  have 
taken  their  side.  Probably  the  real  fact 
of  the  matter  ia,  that  the  Government  have 
taken  the  extreme  view  of  neither  party 
in  this  Bill,  but  have  endeavoured  to 
bring  in  a  measure  which  will  fairly 
regulate  matters  in  the  (uture  without 


give  a  satisfactory  definition  of  reckless 
driving. 

Amendment  proposed  — 

"  In  page  3,  line  3C,  to  leave  oat  the  word 

*  except '  and  insert  the  wortl  ■  only.'  *' (Lord 

Kelvin). 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH : 
The  arguments  which  I  ventured  to  put 
before  the  House  a  moment  ago  were 
intended  to  apply  to   the  two    Amend- 


unduly  hampering  those  ^\io  \W*  t\»\  mcota,  ^wV^Vv  we  absolutely    identical 
2'ht  Earl  of  Jersey. 
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I  trust  I  shall  not  be  thought  dis- 
courteous  if  I  do  not  repeat  them.  I 
hope  the  noble  Lord  will  withdraw  his 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  moved  an 
Amendment  to  provide  that  "  in  no 
town,  village,  or  populous  place" 
should  the  speed  of  any  motor-car  exceed 
twelve  miles  an  hour.  He  said  that  the 
Government,  with  the  assent  of  the  House, 
had  refused  to  enact  any  speed  limit; 
they  had  refused  to  enact  any  power 
limit,  and  they  had  refused  to  require 
any  proof  of  competence  on  the  part  of  I 
the  drivers  of  motorcars.  He  thought 
those  three  refusals  formed  a  strong  | 
reason  for  the  adoption  of  the  Amena- 
ment  he  now  moved.  Clause  5,  as  it 
stood,  repealed  the  present  enactment 
with  regard  to  the  speed  of  motor-cars, 
but  it  retained  the  present  rate  of  speed 
up  to  fourteen  miles  an  hour  in  all  cases 
where  the  local  authority  applied  for 
leave  from  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  retain  it  in  respect  of  any  special 
limits  or  special  places.  That  was  a  form 
of  local  option  with  regard  to  the  regula- 
tion of  speed  given  to  local  authorities, 
subject  to  the  veto  of  the  Local  Govern 
merit  Board.  If  every  local  authority 
were  allowed  to  fix  its  own  limit  of  speed 
within  scheduled  areas  there  would  result 
a  most  confusing  patchwork  of  speeds 
over  the  country.  It  was  much  simpler 
to  provide  one  limit  for  ail  populous 
places.  He  had  selected  the  limit  of 
twelve  miles  an  hour  because  it  was  the 
maximum  speed  of  horse  traffic,  and 
because,  therefore,  it  was  easy  to  tell 
whether  the  speed  was  exceeded.  In 
populous  places  there  would  then  be  no 
necessity  for  signs. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  lines  36  and  37,  to  leave  out  tha 
words  '  except  as  respects,'  and  insert  the  word.* 
*  provided  that  in  no  town,  village,  or  other 
populous  place,  nor  within.' " — (Lord  Tweed 
mouth.) 

Loud  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH :  I 

do  not  wish  to  burk  discussion  upon  this 
clause,  but  I  think  I  shall  probably  meet 
the  convenience  of  the  House  if  I  make 
a  few  remarks  at  this  stage  as  to  the 
cftect  of  this  clause,  and  what  the  Govern- 


ment are  prepared  to  do  to  meet  the 
suggestions    made    the   other    night   in 
i  he  Amendments  which  are  now  on  the 
Paper.     The  noble  Lord  made  a  most 
moderate  speech,  and  one  with  which,  in 
very  large  measure,  I  find  myself  in  agree- 
ment.    The  Bill,  he  truly  said,  repeals 
the  speed  limit,  except  under  the  condi- 
tions set  out  in   the  clause.     Speaking 
generally,  there  are  three  dangers  to  be 
guarded  against    in   this    clause.      The 
primary  object  of  this  Bill  is  to  punish 
the  man  who  drives  recklessly  or  negli- 
gently, and  nothing  should  be  done  to 
suggest  that  if  he  keeps  within  a  certain 
speed  limit,  up  to,  say,  ten,  twelve,  or 
fourteen  miles  an  hour,  he  is  in  any  way 
absolved   from  the    necessity   of    being 
<3areful.     I  entirely  agree  with  the  noble 
Lord  opposite  that  it  is  undesirable  to  have 
too  many  varying  speed  limits  ail  over 
the  country.     There  may  be  special  cases 
where  a  very  low  speed  ought  to  be  fixed, 
a  speed  lower  than  ten  or  twelve  miles  an 
hour,  but  they  will  be  very  few.      We 
think  that  where  there  is  a  special  limit 
J  imposed  it  should  in  almost  every  case  be 
the  same  limit,  so  that  when  a  driver  is 
within  the  prescribed  points  he  should 
always  keep  within  the  same  limit.     It 
would  be  very  inconvenient  to  have  a 
limit  in  one  county  of  fourteen  miles  an 
hour,  in  another  of  twelve,  and  in  another 
of  ten ;  and  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  is  prepared  to  agree 
that,  except  in   the   most  extraordinary 
I  circumstances,   the   limit    of    speed    for 
special  areas  should  be  uniform,  and  that 
that  limit  should  be  ten  miles  an  hour. 
The  House  will  see  that  we  are  going  a 
considerable  distance  to  meet  those  who 
have  Amendments  down   in   regard  to 
this   clause.     Another     danger    to    be 
guarded  against  is  the  undue  caprice  of 
local     authorities.      They     cannot     be 
allowed    a    roving    charter    to   impose 
limits  wherever  they  like,  but  must  be 
under  the  controlling  authority  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,   so  that  one 
consistent    policy     may     be     adopted 
throughout   the   whole  country.      The 
proposal  of  the  noble  Lord  opposite  is  to 
take    "populous    places."     The    words 
" populous   places"   are    by  themselves 
objectionable,    as    it    is   unfair  to   the 
drivers  as  well  as  to  the  public  to  leave 
to  their  discretion  the  decision  where  a 
'"populous  place"  begins  awd  «&&>.  ^* 
hold  that,  \t  \*  t\xKtaiX&l  x^wssaxi  ^^ 
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notices  should  be  posted  up  wherever  a 
special  speed  limit  is  prescribed,  and 
that  between  the  two  notices  posted  up 
the  driver  is  not  to  go  beyond  the 
special  limit  of  speed.  Though  I  do  not 
like  the  Amendment  of  the  noble  Lord, 
I  am  prepared  to  strike  out  the  word 
"special  in  each  of  the  three  places 
where  it  occurs  in  the  clause.  The 
clause  will  then  read — 

'*  Section  4  of  the  principal  Act  (which  relates 
to  the  rate  of  speed  of  motor-cars)  is  hereby 
repealed  except  as  respects  any  limits  or  place 
to  which  that  section  is  applied  by  regnlation 
made  by  the  Local  Government  Board  with  a 
view  to  the  safety  of  the  public  on  the  applica- 
tion of  the  Council  of  any  County  or  County 
liorough  in  which  the  limits  or  place  are 
fdtuated." 

I  believe  from  communications  which 
have  been  made  to  my  right  lion,  friend 
and  myself  that  this  proposal  will  go 
very  tar  to  meet  the  views  of  those  who 
have  suggested  Amendments  to  this 
clause.  But  the  idea  is  that  the  County 
Council  should  be  able  to  recommend 
those  places  within  their  areas  to  which 
this  limit  of  speed  might  be  usefully 
applied.  It  may  be  applied  to  the  whole 
or  any  of  the  country  towns,  or  to  popu- 
lous places  where  the  traffic  is  considera- 
ble, and  to  any  dangerous  places  in  the 
country  roads,  to  steep  hills  or  sharp 
corners.  There  is  no  limit  to  the  dis- 
tance over  which  the  prohibition  might 
apply,  but  of  course  the  power  will  have 
to  be  fairly  and  reasonably  exercised  and 
not  used  capriciously.  I  hold  strongly 
that  the  ultimate  decision  as  to  the 
speed  should  rest  with  the  central 
authority,  because  if  local  authorities  are 
left  to  decide  the  question  much  iriita- 
tion  and  difficulty  will  be  created.  I  do 
not  for  a  moment  conceal  from  myself, 
nor  does  my  right  hon.  friend  Mr. 
Long  conceal  from  himself,  that  this 
will  impose  a  difficult  task  on  the  central 
body,  but  we  believe  that  the  great 
majority  of  the  local  authorities  will  do 
the  r  best  to  assist  the  central  authority, 
and  will  not  be  uuduly  extravagant  in 
their  demands  for  special  regulations. 
It  must  remain  incumbent  on  local 
authorities  to  put  up  the  necessary 
notices;  from  that  I  cannot  depart.  If  in 
the  future  the  Local  Government  Board 
thinks  that  the  limits  of  space  over  which 


like  to  preserve  the  initiative  of  the 
central  authority  to  amend  them.  I  do 
not  propose  to  give  the  central  authority 
any  power  itself  to  initiate  the  closing  of 
spaces ;  but  to  meet  cases  where  it  nas 
approved  the  closing  of  spaces  and  then 
finds  that  it  has  gone  too  far,  I  shall  pro- 
pose at  a  subsequent  stage  to  allow  the 
central  authority  to  modify  the  limit 
which  it  had  previously  agreed  to. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  said  the  noble 
Lord  had  given  him  nothing  at  all.  The 
omission  of  the  word  "  special "  did  not 
meet  him  in  any  way.  His  great  desire 
was  to  have  a  uniform  speed  limit  in 
towns  and  populous  places. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
If  it  were  to  be  made  a  condition  of 
accepting  the  proposals  I  have  made,  I 
would  see  if  I  could  not  do  even  that 
before  another  stage. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  said  he  would 
withdraw  the  greater  portion  of  his  oppo- 
sition provided  the  noble  Ix>rd  would 
introduce  words  into  the  section  that  the 
speed  limit]  should  be  a  uniform  one  of 
ten  miles  an  hour  in  such  places. 

Lord  HENEAGE,  as  one  who  had  an 
Amendment  on  the  Paper  to  this  clause, 
mid  he  was  grateful  for  the  concession 
innounced  by  the  Government — namely, 
that  a  speed  limit,  in  the  areas  in 
question,  of  ten  miles  an  hour  should  be 
put  in  the  clause.  His  object  in  suggest- 
ing  a  limit  of  ten  miles  was  to  prevent 
jars  from  being  driven  at  high  speeds 
through  country  villages  and  towns, 
and  especially  at  corners  where  traffic 
converged.  A  uniform  limit  of  speed 
was  desirable,  and  he  was  glad  it  was 
proposed  to  insert  ten  miles  in  the 
clause.  He  agreed  that  it  would  be 
disastrous  if  different  rates  of  speed 
obtained  all  over  the  country. 

The  Earl  of  NORTHBROOK  thought 
the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  the  noUe 
Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill  was  a  right 
mi'j.  The  standing  Joint  Committee oi 
Hampshire  had  discussed  this  matter, 
and  they  felt  that  there  would  be  vert 
ijreat  difficulty  in  making  special  recom- 
nendations  for  limits  of  speed  in  different 


the  speed  is  to  be  brought  down  to  ten  '  Viart8  of  the  county.     Therefore  it  would 
miles  per   hour  arc  too  \atgfc,\  *\\q\]\&\\*\kMa?  WAtawable  Lord  fo  lowed  tb« 
Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh. 
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example  contained  in  the  Locomotives 
on  Highways  Act,  1865,  and  altered  the 
clause  bo  that  there  should  be  a  limit  of 
speed  of  ten  miles  an  hour  when  motor- 
cars went  through  any  city,  town,  or 
village,  leaving  it  to  the  different  local 
authorities  to  ask,  if  they  desired  it,  for 
a  lower  limit  of  speed  in  any  particular 
place;  and  this,  he  thought,  the  Local 
Government  Board  would  be  disinclined 
to  sanction  except  for  very  good  reason. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  asked 
whether  the  Local  Government  Board 
were  prepared  to  lay  on  the  local  authori- 
ties the  duty  of  marking  out  the 
dangerous  places  by  signals,  especially 
cross  roads.  He  did  not  think  that  the 
posting  up  of  notices  to  show  where  the 
special  rate  of  speed  was  to  begin  and 
end  was  enough  for  public  security  or 
for  the  safety  of  the  drivers  themselves. 
Would  it  not  be  possible  by  regulation 
on  local  authorities  to  secure  the  marking 
of  dangerous  places  by  a  signal  which 
would  be  generally  recognised  1 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  called 
attention  to  the  practical  working  of  the 
change  outlined  by  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land, and  calculated  that  for  the  future 
two-thirds  of  the  roads  of  the  whole 
country  would  come  under  the  speed  limit. 
He  was  very  glad  indeed  that  the  Govern- 1 
ment  had  come  round  to  adopt  a  fixed 
limit  of  speed. 

Viscount    HAMPDEN  wished    to 

know    whether  the    Local  Government 

Board  would  exercise  any  veto  on  the 
caprices  of  local  authorities. 

Lord  RIBBLESDALE  confessed  that 
he  did  not  quite  understand  the  position 
in  which  the  House  was.  He  understood 
that  the  noble  Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill . 
had  stated  that  he  was  prepared  to  do 
certain  things,  but  that  he  did  not  quite 
see  how  they  could  be  done.  With  re-l 
gard  to  fixing  a  limit  of  ten  miles  an 
hour,  he  submitted  that  the  view  of  his 
noble  friend  would  be  met  by  the  insertion 
after  the  word  "  repealed  "  in  line  36,  of 
these  words  u  provided  that  within  any 
limits  or  place  to  which  that  section  is 
applied  by  regulations  made  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  with  a  view  to  the 
safety  of  the  public  on  the  application  of 
the  Council  of  any  County    or   County 


Borough  the  speed  of  any  motor-car  shall 
not  exceed  ten  miles  an  hour."  Ho  was 
rather  pre-disposed  to  put  it  on  local 
authorities  to  look  after  their  own  people, 
but  the  general  sense  of  the  House  had 
converted  him  to  believe  in  a  speed  limit 
of  some  sort. 


♦Earl  RUSSELL  regretted  that  the 

Government  were  going  back  to  the  fatal 

principle  of  so    many    miles    an  hour. 

Motor-cars    were  habitually    driven    in 

London  at  twelve  and  fifteen  miles  an 

hour  with  perfect  safety,   and    to    the 

satisfaction  of  the  police.     It  would  not 

be  a  reasonable  thing  to  enforce  a  speed 

limit  of  ten  miles  an  hour  in  open  country 

simply     because     it    happened    to     be 

I  within  the  boundary  of  a  town.     Again, 

a  village  might  be  very  populous  in  the 

middle  of  the  day,  but  would  it  be  a 

populous  place  at  4  or  5  o'clock  in  the 

morning  when  the  inhabitants  were  in 

bed  1    One   Amendment  on  the    Paper 

suggested  that  cars  should  be  limited  to 

[ten   miles  an  hour  at  turnings.     There 

[  were  turnings  which  it  would  be  dangerous 

[to  go  round  at  six  miles  an  hour,  and 

[  there  were  others  which  it  would  be  safe 

to  go  round  at  fifteen  miles  an  hour. 

Speaking  as  one  who  was  not  altogether 

without  experience  in  driving  these  cars 

through  all  sorts  of  towns  and  villages, 

he  very  much  preferred  the  clause  which 

the  Government  had  drafted  and  which 

appeared  in   the  Bill,   because  by  that 

[clause    the    Local    Government    Board 

I  would  reserve  to  themselves  the  power, 

on  the  advice  of  the  local  authority,  of 

placarding  a  particular  section  of  road 

I  and  saying  that  on  that  section  of  road 

I  the  speed  must    be    limited.      But    to 

I  endeavour  to  include  particular  classes 

of  places  would  always  give  too  high  a 

limit  in  some  places  and  too  low  a  limit 

in  others.     He  hoped  the  Government 

would  not  include  a  rigid  limit  of  ten 

miles  an  hour,  but  would  endeavour  to 

maintain  the  clause  as  it  was. 


Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  :  I 
am  satisfied  that  the  oiler  which  I 
made  is  much  more  in  conformity  with 
the  general  views  of  the  House  than  the 
argument  of  the  noble  Earl  who  has  just 
sat  down.     I  would  point  out  that,  even 

I  if  these  proposals  are  accepted,  we  do 
not  mean  to  depart.  iwecL  \&&  ^Sa^oss^ 

\  on  the  \oca\  m\\iox\\^  \s>  ^n&»  >s^  ^*s*®r** 
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warning  drivers  of  motor-cars  when  they 
have  come  within  the  limits  within  which 
they  are  not  to  go  beyond  ten  miles  an 
hour.  I  think  that  the  Amendment 
which  has  been  handed  to  me  by  Lord 
Ribblesdale,  and  which  he  read  to  the 
House,  goes  so  near  what  I  propose  that 
I  am  prepared  to  accept  it  now  and  to  put 
the  words  in  the  Bill,  on  the  understand- 
ing that  the  drafting  may  be  improved,  if 
necessary,  at  a  later  stage.  I  cannot 
agree  with  Lord  Northbrook  that  County 
Councils  should  not  have  to  send  up  their 
regulations  to  the  central  authority.  I 
am  afraid  I  must  maintain  that  provision, 
and  in  answer  to  Viscount  Hampden  I 
wish  to  say  most  distinctly  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  do  intend  to  exercise 
their  own  judgment  as  to  the  reasonable- 
ness of  a  proposal  made  to  them.  In  no 
other  way  will  it  be  possible  to  get  this 
Bill  accepted  by  Parliament.  The  Local 
Government  Board  are  responsible  to 
Parliament  in  a  way  in  which  County 
Councils  are  not  responsible,  and  I  think 
Parliament  will  be  slow  to  place  this 
responsibility  upon  any  body  which  is 
not  capable  of  being  controlled.  The 
noble  Earl  on  the  Cross  Benches,  Lord 
Rosebery,  referred  to  the  provisions  in 
the  Bill  with  regard  to  the  notification 
of  dangerous  places.  If  the  noble  Earl 
thinks  those  provisions  are  not  satis- 
factory, and  will  make  a  suggestion  to  me 
in  writing,  I  will  see  if  I  can  meet  his 
views  still  further.  I  did  not  put  my 
Amendment  on  the  Notice  Paper  because 
I  desired  first  to  gather  the  wishes  of 
noble  Lords  as  to  the  precise 
form  of  words,  and  I  hope  I 
have  succeeded.  I  am  glad  to  think 
that  we  shall  pass  from  this  most  im- 
portant clause  without  any  very  serious 
divergence  of  opinion. 


Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  said  the 
Amendment  which  had  been  read  to  the 
House  by  his  noble  friend  Lord  Ribbles- 
dale was  practically  his  own  Amendment, 
with  a  few  words  added,  which  he  had 
handed  to  the  noble  Lord  to  suggest. 
He  was  glad  that  the  Government  were 
prepared  to  accept  it,  and  he  begged  to 
withdraw  his  previous  Amendment  and 
to  move  it  in  the  amended  form. 

Amendment,  by  leave  oi  the  House, 
withdrawn. 
Lard  Balfour  of  Burleigh. 


Amendment  moved- 


"  In  page  3,  line  36,  after  the  word  '  repeal/ 
to  insert  the  words,  •  provided  that  within  any 
Limits  or  place  to  which  that  section  is  applied 
by  regulation  made  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  with  a  view  to  the  safety  of  the  public 
on  the  application  of  the  Council  of  any  County 
or  County  Borough  the  speed  of  any  motor-car 
*hall  not  exceed  ten  miles  an  hour.' " — {Lord 
Twecdmouth. ) 

The  Marqufss  of  GRANBY  trusted 
that  every  possible  effort  would  be  made 
to  prevent  there  being  a  large  interregnum 
between  the  lapsing  of  the  existing  Act 
and  the  coming  into  operation  of  this  Bill 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  :  If 
;his  Bill  should  fortunately  become  law, 
there  will  be  considerable  time,  between 
the  end  of  July  or  the  beginning  of 
August  and  January  1st  next,  for  the 
necessary  arrangements  to  be  made.  I 
should  view  with  disfavour  any  proposal 
to  postpone  the  operation  of  the  BilL. 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  expressed 
regret  that  the  Government,  in  giving 
way  on  this  question,  had  fixed  a  speed 
limit.  A  speed  of  ten  miles  an  hour 
was  too  fast  in  many  dangerous  places. 
The  better  way  to  have  dealt  with  this 
would  have  been  to  enact  that  the 
(peed  should  be  that  of  ordinary  horse 
traffic  in  like  circumstances.  He  gave 
notice  that  on  Report  he  would  move 
the  rejection  of  the  speed  limit  and 
substitute  "  the  speed  of  ordinary  horse 
traffic  in  like  circumstances," 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Lord  RIBBLESDALE  said  the  object 
of  the  next  Amendment  standing  in  his 
name  was  to  fit  the  punishment  to  the 
;rime.  Under  this  clause  a  driver  who 
infringed  a  by-law  by  going  through 
the  streets  of,  say,  Winchester,  at  s 
mile  or  so  above  the  speed  limit  would 
come  under  the  same  penalties  as  if  he 
had  been  driving  recklessly  and  furiously. 
He  thought  it  was  a  remarkable  pro- 
vision that  the  Court  before  whom  that 
man  was  brought  could  not  deal  with 
him  except  under  the  penalty  clause.  , 
The  fault  of  the  Bill,  as  at  present  I 
V&Y*l\fe^^%&\fos&  tAxe^e  was  one  tremen-   ! 
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dous  penalty  applicable  to  all  kinds  of 
offences. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  insert  the  words  '  and  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  may  impose  on  any  driver  of  a 
motor-car  infringing  such  by-law,  for  the  first 
offence  a  penalty  not  exceeding  £5,  and  for 
any  subsequent  offence  a  penalty  not  exceeding 
£10,  or  in  the  discretion  of  the  Court  imprison- 
ment for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  month.' " — 
(Lord  liibblesdale. ) 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
The  noble  Lord  is  mistaken.  A  driver 
who  merely  exceeds  the  speed  limit 
would  not  be  guilty  of  an  offence  under 
the  Act.  He  would  be  guilty  of  an 
offence  under  the  by-law  and  would  be 
punishable  only  by  fine,  the  maximum 
fine  being  10s. 

Lord  RIBBLESDALE  asked  whether, 
in  the  event  of  the  owner  of  a  motor-car 
saying  to  the  chauffeur,  "Never  mind 
regulations ;  go  as  fast  as  you  can,"  he 
would  be  liable  for  reckless  driving. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR:  Yes. 
Anyone  who  aids  and  abets  the  driver 
to  commit  an  offence  is  liable  in  the  first 
degree. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Consequential  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  5,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  6. 

The  Earl  of  ROSSLYN  moved  an 
Amendment  to  give  the  Court  in  each 
case  power  to  withhold  or  cancel  a  licence 
in  addition  to  the  fine  or  imprisonment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  13,  after  the  word  '  months' 
to  insert  the  words  'and  the  Court  shall  in 
each  case  have  power  to  withhold  or  cancel  a 
licence  in  addition  to  the  fine  or  imprisonment.'" 
— ( The  Earl  ofJiosslyn. ) 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  : 
Clause  3  already  gives  the  Court  power 
to  suspend  a  licence,  and  it  is  bound  to 
endorse  it 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 


♦The  Earl  of  NORTHBROOK  asked 
the  noble  Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill  how 
far  the  word  "  person  "  extended.  The 
question  was  an  important  one,  and 
had  come  up  quite  recently  on  one  or 
two  occasions.  In  one  case  he  was 
informed  that  an  officer  in  the  Army, 
who  had  been  driving  a  motor-car  at 
the  rate  of  nineteen  miles  an  hour, 
through  a  village,  was  summoned  at 
the  Petty  Sessional  Court.  He  was 
defended  on  behalf  of  the  Treasury  on 
the  ground  that  the  Crown  did  not 
come  under  the  Act.  Therefore,  any 
servant  of  the  Crown  might  endanger 
the  lives  of  the  public  in  any  way  he 
pleased  without  being  amenable  to  the 
ordinary  law.  'A  similar  case  arose  in 
his  own  county.  The  servant  of  a 
contractor  for  the  War  Office  exceeded 
the  speed  limit  laid  down  in  the  4th 
Section  of  the  Locomotives  on  Highways 
Act,  1865,  and  was  summoned  at  the 
Petty  Sessional  Court.  The  excessive 
speed  was  admitted,  and  the  man  con- 
victed and  fined;  but  the  Treasury 
called  for  a  case  to  be  stated,  and  it  was 
argued  out  in  the  High  Court,  with  the 
result  that  the  sentence  of  the  Magistrates 
was  reversed  on  the  ground  that  the 
Crown  did  not  come  within  the  Act  of 
Parliament.  He  urged  that  some  steps 
should  be  taken  to  bring  officers  in  the 
Army,  drivers  of  contractors'  steam 
engines,  and  other  servants  of  the  Crown 
under  the  same  obligations  as  applied  to 
all  other  persons.  Otherwise  they  would 
have  officers  who  were  attending  manoeu- 
vres careering  about  on  motor-cars  at 
any  speed  they  liked  to  the  danger  of  the 
public. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH :  I 
can  hold  out  no  hope  to  the  noble  Earl 
that  anything  can  be  done  to  derogate 
from  the  actual  privileges  of  the  Crown 
in  this  matter.  Although  he  did  not 
state  the  facts  distinctly,  I  am  sure  he 
will  at  once  admit  that  this  could  not 
happen  except  in  the  case  of  officers  or 
servants  who  are  actually  on  duty  at  the 
time. 

♦The  Earl  of  NORTHBROOK  said 
that  one  of  the  cases  he  alluded  to  was 
that  of  a  driver  of  a  traction  engine  em- 
ployed by  a  contractor  of  the  War  Office. 
Surely  it  could  not  be  contewdsA.  Sfcaa* 
that  matv  ^a&  ou  S&fcVj  • 
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Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
Of  course,  I  cannot  argue  upon  the  exact 
facts  of  the  case  because  I  do  not  know 
them  ;  but  if  the  noble  Earl  will  send  me 
a  report  of  the  case  I  will  promise  to 
have  it  carefully  considered.  At  the 
same  time  I  do  think  that  if  any  officer, 
even  when  on  duty,  unnecessary  en- 
dangers the  public,  he  ought  to  be 
•censured  by  the  authorities. 

♦The  Earl  of  NORTHBROOK  said  a 
censure  was  not  enough.  What  he  asked 
was  that  some  steps  should  be  taken  to 
bring  officers  under  the  same  obligation 
as  applied  to  all  other  persons. 


Clause  6  agreed  to.      % 
Clauses  7,  8  and  9  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  After  Clause  9  to  insert  the  following  new 
clause  :  *  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  affect  any 
liability  of  the  driver  or  owner  of  &  motor-car 
by  virtue  of  any  statute  or  at  common  law '." 
—(Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clauses  10  and  11  agreed  to. 

Clause  12. 

The  Earl  of  ABERDEEN  explained 
that  the  object  of  his  Amendment  to  this 
clause. was  to  remove  a  grievance  which 
existed  at  present  with  regard  to  motor- 
cycles. In  the  eyes  of  the  law,  if  a  motor- 
cyclist had  attached  to  his  machine  an 
arrangement  for  conveying  a  passenger 
that  machine  was  instantly  transformed 
into  a  traction  engine,  and  the  legal 
speed  limit  then  was  six  miles  an  hour. 
Cases  had  occurred  where  people  had 
been  fined  for  exceeding  that  limit, 
although  the  machine  they  had  been 
driving  was  simply  a  motor-cycle,  and  he 
hoped  this  disability  would  be  removed. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  after  Sub-section  (1)  to  insert  as 
a  new  sub-section  :  '  In  the  case  of  motor- 
cycles to  which  an  attachment  is  affixed  for 
carrying  one  or  more  persons  in  addition  to  the 
rider  otthe  cycle,  such  attachment  shall  not  be 
dealt  with  as  a  separate  vehicle '. " — ( The  Earl 
of  Aberdeen.) 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
I'll  ere  ia  no  doubt  that  thia  machine, 
which,  I    believe,    is  caWed  a  tra\W,  u 


not  a  light  locomotive  for  registration 
purposes,  but  1  believe  that  for  all  other 
purposes  it  is.  If  there  is  any  doubt 
about  the  present  regulations  they  can 
be  altered  to  meet  the  wishes  of 
the  noble  Earl.  His  Amendment  only 
appeared  on  the  paper  to-day,  and  if  he 
would  allow  me  to  look  into  it  before  the 
next  stage  I  should  be  glad.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  I  shall  be  able  to  say  that  the 
present  regulations  cover  it,  but  if  they 
do  not  I  will  have  them  altered  to  meet 
the  point. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 


Clause  12  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  with  Amendments,  to 
the  House. 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS:  Will  the 
Bill  be  circulated  as  amended  before  the 
next  stage  ? 

IX)RD  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
Yes.  I  do  not  think  there  will  be  any 
difficulty  about  that.  If  we  were  to 
postpone  the  Standing  Committee  till 
next  Tuesday  I  think  we  should  imperil 
the  Bill,  and  1  propose,  therefore,  to  ask 
that  a  special  meeting  of  the  Standing 
Committee  be  held  on  Thursday.  I 
believe  tho  Bill  can  easily  be  circulated 
before  that  time,  and  then  we  can  take 
any  points  left  over  from  to-day.  I  am 
exceedingly  anxious  to  get  the  Bill  down 
in  the  other  House  this  week  in  order  that 
it  may  have  a  chance  of  being  passed  into 
law  this  session. 

Bill  re-committed  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee ;  and  to  be  printed  as  amended. 

METROPOLITAN  STREETS  BILL. 
[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  second 
reading  read. 

Lord  BELPER :  My  Lords,  this  is  » 
very  small  Bill,  and  its  object  is  to  extend 
the  power  which  the  police  possess  under 
the  Metropolitan  Streets  Act,  1867,  of 
regulating  the  traffic,  to  the  making  of 
regulations  as  to  the  places  where,  and 
the  conditions  under  which,  persons  msj 
collect  money  in  a  public  street  for 
\q\\ki\\a\&&   at    other     purposes.     Very 
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great  inconvenience  and  annoyance  has 
been  caused  in  many  cases  by  persons 
collecting  money  in  the  streets.  There 
was  one  notable  case  this  year  where  the 
unemployed  marched  about  the  streets 
in  large  numbers  pressing  people  to  give 
subscriptions.  It  had  been  believed  that 
the  Vagrants'  Act  would  to  some  extent 
meet  these  cases,  but  owing  to  decisions 
that  have  been  given  it  has  been  found 
that  this  law  is  practically  inoperative 
in  dealing  with  these  particular  cases. 
Section  11  of  the  Act  of  1867  gives 
power  to  the  police  for  regulating  traffic. 
This  is  a  matter  quite  akin  to  that,  and 
is  merely  a  slight  extension  of  the  powers 
they  already  have.  The  Bill  is  to  be  en- 
forced within  six  miles  of  Charing  Cross. 
Many  societies  who  collect  subscriptions 
in  the  streets  in  this  way  have  been  con- 
sulted and  they  have  no  objection  to 
regulations;  in  many  cases  they 
would  be  willing  to  have  the 
collections  put  a  stop  to  altogether. 
The  Bill  has  passed  through  the  other 
House  not  only  without  any  Amend- 
ment but  without  opposition.  It  is  a 
much  needed  measure,  and  I  hope  your 
Lordships  will  give  it  a  Second  Reading. 

On  question,  Bill  read  2*  (according 
to  Order),  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  Tuesday 
next. 

MOTOR-CAR  PROSECUTION. 
Lord  HENEAGE :  I  beg  to  ask  His 
Majesty's  Government  whether  there 
have  been  any  prosecutions  of  owners  of 
motor-cars  under  Section  5  of  the  11th 
and  12th  Victoria,  chap.  43,  for  aiding 
and  abetting  an  offence  against  the 
Locomotives  Act  of  1896;  whether  it  is 
possible  to  obtain  any  evidence  against 
the  owner  under  the  Summary  Jurisdic- 
tion Act ;  and  further,  whether,  if  any 
evidence  was  forthcoming  from  the 
driver  or  other  occupant  of  the  motor- 
car, the  owner  would  be  liable  to  the 
penalties  in  the  proposed  Act. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
There  is  no  available  information  as  to 
the  prosecutions  under  Section  5  of  the 
Summary  Jurisdiction  Act,  nor  can  such 
information  be  obtained  without  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  and  investigation.  As 
regards  the  remainder  of  the  Question, 


the  obtaining  of  evidence  against  the 
owner  must  depend  upon  the  circum- 
stances of  each  particular  case.  If  the 
owner  is  proved,  however,  to  have  aided, 
abetted,  counselled,  or  procured  the 
commission  of  the  offence,  he  is  liable  to 
the  same  penalties  as  the  principal 
offender.  Under  Section  5  not  only  is 
the  owner  liable,  but  any  other  person 
on  the  car  who  aids  and  abets  in  the 
commission  of  the  offence  is  also  liable. 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes 
before  Eight  o'clock,  to 
Thursday  next,  half-past  Ten 
o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  21s/  July,  1903. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


COMMISSION. 
Message  to  attend  the   Lords    Com- 
missioners. 
The  House  went ;  and  being  returned— 

Mr.  Speaker  reported  the  Royal 
Assent  to  a  number  of  Bills.  [See 
page  1245.] 


THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  WAYS  AND 

MEANS. 

The  Clerk  at  the  Table  informed  the 
House  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of 
the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 


Derby  Gas  Bill  [Lords].  Read  the 
third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

Dudley,  Stourbridge  and  District 
Tramways  Bill  [Lords].  Read  the  third 
time,  and  passed,  with  an  Amendment. 

Lochnell  Estate  Bill  [Lords].  Read 
the  third  time,  and  passed,  without 
Amendment. 

Poole  and   District  Electric   Traction 
Bill  [Lords].     Read  the  thkd  Vyo^-w^ 
passed,  -wvltv  kmetAmwcfta. 
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Tal!  Vale  Railway  BUI  [Lords].  [Not 
amended],  considered;  to  be  read  the 
third  time. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5)  Bill.  Lords'  Amendment  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to. 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill 
[Lords].  Read  the  third  time,  and 
passed,  with  Amendments. 

STANDING  ORDERS. 
Resolutions  reported  from  the  Select 
Committee : — 

1.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  South 
Western  and  Isle  of  Wight  Junction 
Railway  Bill  [Lords],  the  Standing 
Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with : 
That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  proceed 
with  their  Bill." 

2.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  Naval 
Works  (Portsmouth  Barracks  Site)  Bill, 
the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dis- 
pensed with :  That  the  Bill  be  permitted 
to  proceed." 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

South  Western  and  Isle  of  Wight 
Junction  Railway  Bill  [Lords].  Report 
[this  day]  from  the  Select  Committee 
on  Standing  Orders  read. 

Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Bristol  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Oosport  and  Fare  ham  Tramways  Bill 
[Lords] ;  Hove,  Worthing,  and  District 
Tramways  Bill  [Lords];  South  Eastern 
and  London,  Chatham,  and  Dover 
Railways  Bill  [Lords].  Reported,  with 
Amendments ;  Reports  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
Bill  [Lords]. .  Read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  to-morrow,  and  to 
be  printed.    [Bill  290.] 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — City  and 
South  London  Railway  Bill ;  Romford 
and  District  Tramways  Bill ;  Newcastle- 
on  Tyne  Electric  Supply  Bill ;  Woolwich 
Borough  Council  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 


powers  on  the  Scottish  Central  Electric 
rower  Company."  [Scottish  Central 
Electric  Power  Bill  (Lords).] 

Scottish  Central  Electric  Power  Bill 
[Lords].  Read  the  first  time ;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills. 


PETITIONS 

CHEAP  TRAINS  BILL. 
Petition  from  Woolwich,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

COAL  MINES  REGULATION  BILL. 
Petition  from  Glyncymmer,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

DETENTION  OF  POOR  PERSONS 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from   Dunnichen,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENCES  RENEWAL  AND  TRANSFER 
BILL  AND  LICENSING  LAW  (COM- 
PENSATION FOR  NONRENEWAL) 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Urmston,   against;   to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

Petition  from  Leith,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

PREVENTION  OF  CORRUPTION  BILL 
Petitions     in     favour:     from     Briton 
Ferry  ;    Glyncorrwg ;    and   Nantymoel ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petition  from  Monton  Green,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  DISPUTES  BILL. 

Petition  from  Glyncymmer,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


An  Act  for  incorporating  and  coniemiv^^mx^   \Ko.  265.J 


INEBRIATES  ACT,  1898,  PRISONS  (SCOT- 
LAND)  ACT,  1877. 

Paper   [presented    8th    June]    to   be 
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WINTER  ASSIZES  ACTS,  1876  AND  1877. 

Copies  presented,  of  Seven  Orders  in 

Council  of  9th  July,  1903,  relating  to 

the  ensuing  Winter  Assizes   [by  Act] ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

QUEEN'S  COLLEGE,  CORK. 
Copy    presented,    of    Report   of   the 
President  for  the  Session  1902-3,  with 
Appendices  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

LAND  LAW  (IRELAND)  ACT,  1887 
(EVICTION  NOTICES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  Eviction 
Notices  filed  during  the  quarter  ended 
30th  June,  1903  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

RAILWAY  ACCIDENTS. 
Copy  presented,  of  Returns  of  Acci- 
dents and  Casualties  as  reported  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  by  the  several  Railway 
Companies  in  the  United  Kingdom 
during  the  three  months  ending  31st 
March,  1903,  together  with  Reports 
of  the  Inspecting  Officers,  Assistant 
Inspecting  Officers,  and  Sub- Inspectors 
of  the  Railway  Department  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  upon  certain  accidents 
which  were  inquired  into  [by  Command] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SEA  FISHERIES  ACT,  1868. 
Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  under  Part  III.  of  the  Act. 
Orders  for  Fishery  Grants,  1902-3  [by 
Act]  ;  to  He  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  266.] 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
3036  and  3037  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

CONSULAR  SERVICE  (MISCELLAN- 
EOUS, No.  3,  1903). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
constitution  of  the  Consular  Service, 
2nd  July,  1903,  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

METROPOLITAN  WATER  COMPANIES. 
Return  ordered,  "  of  the  Accounts,  as 
they  are  respectively  made  up,  of  the 
Metropolitan  Water  Companies,  and  of 


the  Staines  Reservoirs  Joint  Com- 
mittee to  the  30th  day  of  September 
and  the  31st  day  of  December,  1902  (in 
continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper, 
No.  286,  of  Session  1902)."— (Mr.  Grant 
Lawson.) 

BRITISH  COLONIES  (DUTIES  ON 
IMPORTS). 

Return  ordered,  "  of  the  amounts 
received  respectively  by  British  Colonies 
from  Duties  on  Imports  in  the  years 
1882,  1892,  and  the  last  year  published 
and  their  population  at  those  periods." 
— (Mr.  Alfred  Davies.) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Delays  in  fixing  Fair  Bents  in  Limerick. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can 
state  the  reason  for  the  delay  in  the 
announcement  of  the  decision  of  the  Sub- 
Land  Commissioner  on  the  applications 
made  to  fix  fair  rents  in  Limerick  on 
18th  March. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  Decisions 
have  been  announced  in  twenty-one  out 
of  twenty-six  cases  heard  on  the  date 
mentioned.  In  a  number  of  other  cases 
heard  at  the  same  sittings,  but  on  sub- 
sequent dates,  the  work  of  inspection  by 
the  Assistant  Commissioners  has  been 
delayed  by  circumstances  incidental  to 
the  system  of  rent-fixing. 


Exports  to  Foreign  Countries  of  Cotton 
and  Woollen  Goods  and  Cutlery- 

Colonel  DENNY  (Kilmarnock 
Burghs):  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  what  is  the  total  amount 
and  total  value  of  our  exports  to  foreign 
countries  of  woollen  goods,  of  cotton 
goods,  and  of  cutlery  respectively  in 
1877,  1882,  1887,  1892,  1897,  and  1902. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  If 
my  Hon.  friend  desires  this  information 
his  best  course  is  to  move  for  it  in  the 
form  of  a  Return  ;  but  I  fear  that  a  good 
deal  of  the  information  *sfes&  \sst  wkbs^ 
be  gvvetv. 
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Relative  Prices  of  Corn  in  England  and   < 
Italy.  J 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : ! 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  ! 
Trade  if  he  can  state  the  price  of  corn  of 
similar  quality  per  quarter  on  some 
recent  date  in  this  month  in  Italy  and 
England  respectively,  and  the  rate  of 
import  duty  per  quarter  levied  in  Italy 
on  corn  at  that  same  date. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  As 
the  hon.  Member's  Question  refers  to 
prices  and  duties  in  Italy  as  well  as  the 
United  Kingdom  I  shall  be  glad  of  two 
or  three  days  time  to  enable  me  to 
supply  the  information. 

Gotten  Trade— Deficiency  of  Raw  Cotton. 
Sir  WILLIAM  HOLLAND  (York- 
shire,  W.  R.f  Rotherham) :  To  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
he  has  any  information  as  to  the  cause 
of  the  short  time  now  being  largely 
worked  in  the  Lancashire  cotton  trade ; 
and,  in  case  that  information  goes  to 
show  that  such  short  time  is  due  to  a 
deficiency  in  our  imports  of  raw  cotton, 
whether  he  will  use  the  good  offices  of 
the  Government  with  the  view  of 
increasing  such  imports. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  I 
am  aware  of  the  importance  of  this 
matter,  but  the  cotton  industry  are  as 
well  able  to  form  an  opinion  as  the 
Government  as  to  the  commercial  posi- 
tion which  has  caused  short  time  to  be 
worked;  and,  with  regard  to  the  last 
part  of  the  Question,  I  may  say  that  the 
Department  is  ready  to  give  any  prac- 
ticable help  towards  increasing  the 
sources  of  supply  of  raw  cotton.  ! 

Safety  of  Travelling  Public  on  Lancashire  I 
and  Yorkshire  Railway.  j 

Mr.  MARSHALL  HALL  (Lancashire, 
Southport) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether,  in  view  of  the 
recent  accident  at  the  Waterloo  Station  of 
the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway,  he 
will  take  such  steps  as  he  deems  necessary  j 
to  secure  the  safety  of  the  public  before  j 
the    process    of   electrification    of    that 
portion  of  this  company's  railway  system  I 
is  completed.  j 

I 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)    An  i 

inquiry  into  the  causes  oi  the  acc\&fcn\, v 


will  be  held  this  week  on  behalf*  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  At  present  I  have  no 
information  that  the  accident  was  due 
in  any  way  to  the  process  of  electrifica- 
tion of  a  portion  of  the  railway  com- 
pany's lines. 

Superannuation  Allowance  to  Servants 
of  Metropolitan  Boroughs* 

Sir  GEORGE  FARDELL  (Padding- 
ton,  S.) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  if  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  a  certificate  of  the 
district  auditor  sanctioning  a  charge 
against  the  general  rate  of  the  borough  of 
Camberwell  in  respect  of  superannuation 
allowance  granted  by  the  Council  of  that 
Borough  to  a  road  sweeper  who  had 
been  continuously  employed  by  the 
Vestry  and  Borough  Council  for  seven- 
teen years,  the  auditor  being  of  opinion 
that  as  the  sweeper  in  question  had 
discharged  a  definable  office  in  the  service 
of  the  Vestry  and  Borough  Council  he 
became,  in  the  absence  of  any  definition 
to  the  contrary,  an  officer  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Superannuation  (Metro- 
polis) Act,  1866  ;  and  whether  the 
Local  Government  Board  will  sanction 
the  Metropolitan  Borough  Councils 
granting  similar  allowances  in  the  future 
until  such  time  as  the  Acts  relating  to 
superannuation  have  been  amended. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Walter  Long.)  My 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  case 
referred  to.  1  have  no  authority  to 
decide  the  legal  point  involved  except 
upon  an  appeal  to  me  against  the 
auditor's  decision  as  to  some  particular 
charge  of  the  kind  mentioned ;  but  I 
may  state  that,  so  far  as  an  opinion  can 
at  present  be  formed  on  the  subject,  I  am 
advised  that  the  expenditure  in  question 
was  lawful.  This  was  the  view  taken  by 
the  auditor,  and  he  accordingly  allowed 
the  charge  in  the  accounts.  The  only 
effect  of  sanction  on  my  part  to  any 
such  expenditure  would  be  to  prevent 
the  auditor  from  disallowing  it,  and  in 
the  circumstances  above  stated  there 
seems  to  be  no  need  for  any  such  sanction. 

Smallpox— Isolation  or  Vaccination  of 
Persons  exposed  to  Infection. 

Colonel  SADLER  (Middlesbrough). 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
C30\fcTT\rc\ftT&  \k&rdif  he  will  favourably 
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consider  the   desirability  of  making  an  Corn  Duty— Result  to  Fanners, 

order  for  preventing  the  spread  of  I  Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
smallpox  to  the  effect  that  all  persons  Molton) :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
who  have  been  exposed  to  the  infection  j  Exchequer  whether  he  has  any  official 
thereof  should  be  isolated  during  the  .  statistics  showing  the  approximate  extra 
incubation    period    of    the    disease,    or    amount  paid  to  the  farmer  on  account 


alternatively  vaccinated  or  revaccinated ; 
and  further  that  it  shoud  be  made  an 
offence  to  withhold  information  or  give 
false  information  in  respect  to  cases  of 
smallpox. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Walter  Long.)  I  will 
consider  the  expediency  of  giving  local 
authorities  further  powers  in  relation  to 
these  matters.  But  legislation  would 
probxbly  be  necessary  if  the  subject  is  to 
be  dealt  with  satisfactorily. 


of  the  corn  duty  and  the  equivalent 
amount  paid  by  him  in  respect  of  corn 
and  feeding  stuffs  for  consumption. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Ritchie.)  As  regards 
the  amount  of  the  corn  duty  which  fell 
on  feeding-stuffs,  the  best  estimate  that 
!  can  be  made  is  that  which  was  given 
to  a  deputation  by  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
on  the  15th  May — viz.,  somewhat 
over  £500,000.  As  regards  the  first 
point  in  the  Question,  I  have  no  infor- 
mation. 


Pension  for  Customs  Watcher  Charles 
Upton. 


Classification  of  Telegraph  Offices. 
Mb.    TANKER  VILLE    CHAMBER- 
LAYNE    (Southampton):    To  ask    the 

Postmaster-General  if  he  will  state  in  Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
what  year  the  necessary  condition  on  |  r<)  ^  the  Secretary\0  th(f  Treasury 
which  a  telegraph  office  could  be  placed    whether  he  wi„  con,ider  the  advigability 

in    V/tharlnla    A    itrafl   a  lr  AnAH   fnnm    rha    +nrol    I       -  .  11  • 

of  granting  some  small  pension  to  a 
Customs  watcher,  Charles  Upton,  who 
has  recently  retired  from  the  service  at 


in  Schedule  A  was  altered  from  the  total 
number  of  the  established  force  to  the 
aggregate  amount  of  business  done  ;  and 
if  he  will  state  what  is  the  aggregate 
amount  of  business  required  to  be  per- 
formed before  a  postal  and  telegraph 
office  can  be  permitted  to  enter  Group  2, 


the  age  of  sixty-five  and,  after  serving 
forty-one  years,  without  pension  from 
any  source.  fc  j 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Elliot.)  The  Trea- 
sury have  no  power  under  the  Super- 
annuation   Acts    to    award  a    pension 

oi.jiDtai.il     At.  <  i  *°   Charles  Upton,   whose   service  was 

Schedule  B  to  Schedule >A,  has  never  at  i  unestabli8hed  throughout.      Upton  re- 
any  time  depended  on  the  number  of  the    oeived    a    ^tulty  *on    retire£ent    o{ 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  CJuanbei'lain.) 
The  hon.  Member  is  under  a  misappre* 
hension.     The  transfer  of  an  office  from 


established  force,  but  on  the  number  of 
letters  or  telegrams  dealt  with.  Thr 
present  method  of  calculation  takes  into 
account  not  only  the  number  of  letters 
and  telegrams,  but  all  the  other  branches 
of  business  transacted.  It  coud  not,  I 
fear,  be  properly  explained  in  answer  to 
a  Question  in  this  House. 

Kishnieff  Outrages— Punishment  of 
Offenders. 

Mr.  COHEN  (Islington,  E.):  To  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  His  Majesty's 
Government  have  received  any  Report 

from  His    Majesty's  Consul   at   Odessa  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  answer  made 

concerning  the  punishment  of  the  authors  on  this  subject  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 

of  the  Kishnieff  massacres.  Treasury  on  the  8th  inst.,t  to  which  I  beg 

(Answered    by    Lord    Cranborne.)     No  to  refer  the  hon.  Member. 

Keport  has  yet  been  received.  ^&««^&l«^2.« 


£47  13s.  2d.,  to  which   he  was  entitled 
under  the  Superannuation  Act,  1887. 

Contempt    of    Court- Suggested    Fresh 
Legislation. 

Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St  Patrick): 
To  ask  Mr.  Attorney-General  whether, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  procedure 
enabling  Judges  to  commit  for  contempt 
of  Court  has  not  been  regulated  by 
statute,  he  will  advise  the  Government 
to  introduce  a  Bill  to  amend  the  ad- 
ministration of  Judge-made  law. 

(Answered  by  Sir    Robert  Finlay.)     I 
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Repair  of  Irish  National  Schools 
Damaged  by  Storm. 

Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Wexford, 
N.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  steps 
will  be  taken  to  provide  funds  for  the 
repair  of  Irish  national  schools  damaged 
in  the  great  storm  of  February  last. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Atkinson,)  I  would 
refer  to  my  right  hon.  friend's  reply  to 
the  Question  addressed  to  him  on  this 
subject  on  the  22nd  ultimo  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Gal  way.  t 

Erection  of  National  Schools  in  Ireland— 
Bepoxt  of  Committee. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  has  the  Committee 
to  which  the  question  of  the  revision  of 
the  standard  plans  for  national  schools 
was  referred  by  tho  Commissioners  of 
the  National  Board  yet  made  a  Report ; 
if  so,  what  is  the  nature  of  the  Report, 
and  when  will  its  effect  be  communicated 
to  managers  who  have  so  far  back  as  two 
years  ago  made  application  for  grants  for 
the  erection  of  new  schools;  and  what 
has  been  the  cause  of  the  delay. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Atkinson.)  The 
Committee  inquired  into  the  subject  of 
plans,  specifications,  and  grants  for 
building  school-houses.  It  has  made  a 
Report,  which,  being  a  Departmental 
document,  it  is  not  proposed  to  publish. 
Pending  a  final  decision  on  the  Report, 
the  Commissioners  will  allow  the  building 
of  schools  in  urgent  cases  to  proceed 
under  the  old  regulations  and  on  the  old 
plans,  if  the  managers  prefer  that  course 
to  waiting  for  the  revised  rules  and  plans. 

Agricultural  and  Technical  Instruction  in 
Ireland— Return  of  Grants  made. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  would  grant  a  Return  of 
all  sums  of  money  paid  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  and  Technical 
Industries  (Ireland)  to  each  county  or 
borough  authority  or  private  individual 
in  each  year  since  the  inception  of  the 
Department,  showing  the  purpose  of  such 
£rant  and  the  amount  of  local  contribu- 
tions in  each  case,  and  the  source  of  such 
7ocaJ  contributions. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Atkinson.)  A  Return 
containing  all  the  particulars  asked  for, 
which  practically  cover  every  payment 
made  by  the  Department  since  1st  April, 
1900,  would  be  a  very  voluminous  one. 
Its  preparation  would  involve  much  time 
and  labour,  and  it  does  not  appear  to  the 
Department  that  it  would  serve  any 
useful  public  object.  At  pages  98  to  103 
of  the  Department's  First  Annual  General 
Report  for  1900-1901,  and  at  pages  128 
to  134  of  their  Second  General  Report 
for  1901-1902,  will  be  found,  summar- 
ised under  a  large  variety  of  heads, 
particulars  as  to  the  Department's  ex- 
penditure out  of  their  Endowment  Fund, 
the  Parliamentary  Grant,  and  the  General 
Cattle  Diseases  Fund,  and  Cattle  Pleuro- 
pneumonia Account,  and  further  par- 
ticulars as  to  the  purposes  of  and  mode 
of  administering  these  moneys  are  given 
in  the  body  of  the  Reports  under  the 
various  heads  of  the  Department's  opera- 
tions. Similar  information  will  appear 
in  each  subsequent  Report.  Local  con* 
tributions  from  County  and  Urban 
Councils  are  derived  from  the  rates,  a 
rate  of  either  a  £d.  or  Id.  in  the  £  being 
levied  annually  as  a  general  rule.  Pay- 
ments to  individuals  are  made  only  for 
services  rendered,  or  as  compensation  for 
the  loss  of  swine  slaughtered  under  the 
Diseases  of  Animals  Acts,  or  by  way  of 
loan  for  purchase  of  boats,  fishing  gear, 
bulls,  stallions,  and  such  like  purposes. 


t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxxW.,  "5. 


Extension  of  Mullingar  Rifle  Range- 

Mr.  HAYDEN  (Roscommon,  S.) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  military  authorities  have 
approved  of  the  extension  of  the  rifle 
range  at  Mullingar,  and  whether  an 
agreement  as  to  price  has  been  arrived  at 
between  them  and  the  owners  and 
occupieis  of  the  land  required  for  this 
enlargement;  and  whether,  seeing  that 
in  consequence  of  the  delay  in  proceeding 
with  the  work  the  regiments  stationed  in 
the  town  have  had  to  be  sent  at  great 
expense  a  long  distance  for  t'ie  prescribed 
practice,  he  can  state  the  cause  of  this 
delay,  and  consequent  inconvenience  and 
expense. 

(Answered  by  Mr    Secretary  Brodrick.) 
The  purchase  of  the  land  required  has  not 
\  ^  sfci  Wsv\  <LQ\xittleted 
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Training  of  Military  Cadets  after  leaving  I 
Royal  Military  College. 

Captain  NORTON  :  To  ask  tho  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  he  can  see 
his  way  to  continuing  the  training  of  the 
military  cadets  after  they  leave  the  Royal 
Military  College,  either  by  attaching 
them  as  supernumeraries,  or  by  sending 
them  through  courses  of  musketry, 
equitation,  engineering,  and  topography ; 
and  also  whether  their  permanent  postings  I 
to  regiments  can  be  accelerated  by  ao- 
sorbing  only  one  supernumerary  in  every 
two  vacancies. 

(Answered  by  Mr.   Secretary  Brodrick.) 
It  is  intended  to  give  the  cadets  at  the 
College  a  thorough  training  in  all  the 
subjects    mentioned,   and    no    necessity 
should    arise    for    attaching    them    for 
special  courses.     A  considerable  number  I 
of    supernumeraries  have  already    been 
allowed  so  as  to  obviate  as  far  as  possible  I 
delay  in  gazetting,  but  in  the  case  of  can- 1 
didates  who  prefer  to  wait  for  vacancies  I 
in  special  regiments,  considerable  extra 
delay  may  arise. 

War  Office  Contracts— Alleged  Infringe- 
ment of  Fair  Wage  Resolution  by  Messrs. 
Francis  &  Son,  of  Deptford. 

Captain  NORTON  :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  a  case  of 
illegal  infringement  of  the  Fair  Wages 
Resolution  of  1891,  in  connection  with 
the  tin  plate  workers,  by  the  firm  of 
Messrs.  Francis  &  Son,  of  Deptford,  has 
been  brought  to  his  notice ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that,  according  to  an  under- 
taking arrived  at  in  1897,  the  firm 
agreed  to  pay  not  less  than  8d.  per  hour, 
whereas  they  are  now  paying  only  7d. 
and  7£d.,  and  whether  he  will  use  his 
good  offices  with  the  firm  in  question  in 
the  interest  of  their  employees. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretory  Brodrick.) 
The  attention  of  the  Secretary  ol  State  for 
War  has  been  called  to  an  alleged  in- 
fringement of  the  Fair  Wages  Resolution. 
The  undertaking  referred  to  applied  to  a 
contract  in  1897.  The  present  case  will 
necessitate  a  fresh  inquiry,  which  now 
awaits  particulars  which  a  deputation  of 
the  workmen  promised  to  furnish. 

Prior  Assault  Case. 
Mr.  H.  C.  RICHARDS  (Finsbury,  E.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  police- 
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court  proceedings  taken  against  one  of 
the  defendants  in  the  recent  Stanford 
Court-martial,  and  the  decision  of  the 
stipendiary  magistrate  thereon  at  the 
Marlborough  Street  Police  Court,  to  the 
effect  that  the  officer  in  question  had 
been  guilty  of  an  unprovoked  assault 
upon  one  who  was  serving  a  writ,  and 
that,  in  the  magistrate's  opinion,  the 
defendant  had  made  a  false  statement 
upon  oath ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  say  what 
proceedings  will  be  taken  by  the  War 
Office  in  this  case  1 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
Will  my  hon.  friend  kindly  refer  to 
my  reply  to  a  Question  put  on  this 
subject  by  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Donegal  on  Thursday,  the  16th.t 

The  Fiscal  Inquiry. 
Sir  EDGAR  VINCENT  (Exeter) :  To 
isk  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  the 
question  of  the  transit  of  Canadian  corn 
through  America,  and  of  American  corn 
through  Canada,  in  connection  with  the 
proposed  preferential  tariff,  will  be  in- 
cluded in  the  fiscal  inquiry ;  and  if  de- 
tailed information  concerning  the  facts  of 
the  trade  will  be  presented  to  this  House. 

Sir  EDGAR  VINCENT :  To  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  the  question 
of  transport,  both  in  the  colonies  and 
between  them  and  Great  Britain,  and  its 
bearing  upon  possible  tariff  arrangements 
will  be  included  in  the  fiscal  inquiry 
which  is  now  proceeding. 

(Answei-ed  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.)    With 

regard  to  these  Questions  in  the  name  of 

my  hon.  friend,   it  would,  I  think,  be 

inexpedient,  on  the  one  hand,  to  lay  down 

any  limits  beyond    which  the    inquiry 

|  ought   not  to  go,   and,    on  the    other, 

I  formally  to  include  within  it  everything 

I  which  could  be  described  as  germane  to 

J  the  subject.     If    the  first   course  were 

I  adopted  it  might  be  found  that  most 

I  important  topics  were  excluded ;  if  the 

second  the  range  of  investigation  might 

become  almost  unmanageable. 

Woolwich  Explosion— Provision  for ' 
Widows  and  Children    of  Men  killed. 

Mr.  TANKERVILLE  CHAMBER- 
LAYNE :  To  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury   whether  it  is  the  intentioaol 


3fea*V»«»*ta-* 
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the  Government  to  make  any  provision 
for  the  wives  and  children  of  the  work- 
men killed  in  the  recent  explosion  at 
Woobuch. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.)  Pro- 
vision has  been  made  for  the  relief  of  the 
widows  and  children  of  the  men  who 
lost  their  lives  in  the  recent  explosion  at 
Woolwich. 


QUESTIONS  IX  THE  HOUSE. 


Military  Works  Bill. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis)  : 
May  I  ask  whether,  in  accordance  with 
the  practice  pursued  in  the  case  of  the 
Naval  Works  Bill,  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  will  now  inform  the  House  the 
gross  amount  to  be  asked  for  in  respect 
of  military  works  1 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR(Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) : 
I  am  not  aware  of  any  precedent  for 
doing  so,  and  I  should  have  thought 
it  most  inconvenient  to  forestall  a  state- 
ment to  be  made  in  a  few  moments  by 
a  Question  put  on  the  floor  of  the 
House. 


Irish  Tailors  and  Army  Contracts. 

Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to 
the  War  Offico  whether,  in  view  of 
the  feeling  of  the  members  of  the  Master 
Tailors'  Association  of  Dublin  respecting 
the  present  system,  under  which  certain 
Loudon  firms  are  given  opportunities  for 
the  supply  of  uniforms,  he  will  arrange 
that  equal  opportunities  shall  be  given 
to  Irish  master-tailors  in  future  as  was 
allowed  previous  to  the  new  regulation 
coming  into  force. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  WAR  OFFICE  (Lord  Stanley, 
Lancashire,  Westhoughton) :  The  reply 
which  I  gave  to  a  Question  put  by  the 
hon.  Member  on  the  13th  instant  appears 
to  cover  this  Question  also.t  It  is  not 
clear  what  further  point  the  hon. 
Member  is  now  raising. 

t  See  Page  400. 


Colonial  Imports  of  Foreign  (foods. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  (Old- 
ham) :  On  behalf  of  the  Hon.  Member 
for  Exeter  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  if  he  can  state  the 
nature  of  imports  into  the  self-governing 
colonies  from  foreign  countries,  classify- 
ing them  into  manufactured  and 
unmanufactured, and  showing  specifically 
those  imports  which  might  be  furnished 
by  Great  Britain. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for  the 
COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.):  The  Return  which 
the  Board  of  Trade  have  offered  to  give 
in  reply  to  the  Question  put  yestetday 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Derbyshire 
would  give  information  as  to  the  imports 
into  the  self-governing  colonies  from 
foreign  countries  classified  in  a  similar 
manner  to  that  desired  by  the  hon. 
Member ;  but  to  attempt  a  classification 
on  the  basis  of  what  must  be  largely  a 
matter  of  opinion,  namely,  whether  the 
articles  are  such  as  could  be  furnished 
by  the  United  Kingdom,  is  impossible.  I 
am  aware  of  no  reason  why  the  United 
Kingdom  should  not  furnish  any  or  all 
of  the  manufactured  articles  usually 
imported  into  the  colonies  from  foreign 
countries. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL :  Will 
the  Return  be  issued  in  the  form  asked 
for  in  the  Question  ? 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  No,  the 
Return  already  promised  will  give  all  the 
information  required. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL:  I 
think  the  intention  of  my  hon.  friend  waa 
to  elicit  the  opinion  of  the  Department 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  do  not 
understand  that  from  the  form  in  which 
he  has  put  the  Question.  What  the  hon. 
Member  asks  is  not  for  an  opinion,  but  j 
that  I  should  show  specifically  the*  < 
imports  which  might  be  furnished  by 
Great  Britain.  If  the  opinion  of  a  head 
of  an  office  is  of  any  advantage  to  the 
hon.  Member,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  it 
is  my  opinion  that  they  could    all  be 
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Colonial  Commercial  Treaties. 
Mr.  BLACK  (Banffshire) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  whether,  in  view  of  tho  fact 
that  it  has  heretofore  been  the  usage  for 
the  self-governing  colonies  to  bargain  as 
to  commercial  treaties  on  equal  terms 
with  foreign  nations  and  with  the  mother 
country  without  regard  in  the  case  of 
foreign  nations  to  the  fiscal  policy  of  the 
mother  country,  the  Government  pro- 
poses to  alter  this  usage. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  prac- 
tice as  to  commercial  arrangements 
between  self-governing  colonies  and 
foreign  countries  is  described  in  the 
despatch  of  my  predecessor  of  28th  June, 
1895,  which  was  laid  before  Parliament 
on  the  6th  of  July  in  that  year. 

Mr.  BLACK  :  Is  there  any  proposal 
by  the  Government  to  change  the  usage  1 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  If  there 
should  be  any  such  proposal  it  will  be 
duly  submitted  for  the  consideration  of 
Parliament. 


Commission  of  Inquiry  on  Native  Labour 
in  British  South  Africa. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether,  in  the  composition  of  the  pro- 
posed Commission  of  Inquiry  on  the 
subject  of  the  native  labour  supply  for 
British  South  Africa,  care  will  be  taken 
that  other  interests  besides  those  of  the 
mining  properties  are  duly  represented. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  Of  the  ten 
Members  who  are  to  compose  the  Com- 
mission, the  Cape  and  Natal  Governments 
will  nominate  two  each,  and  the  Adminis- 
tration of  Southern  Rhodesia  one.  I 
have  not  yet  received  Lord  Milner's 
proposals  for  the  appointment  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Crown  Colonies. 


Canadian  Tariffs. 

Mr.  BLACK  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether 
certain  of  the  colonies  receive  a  trade 
preference  from  Canada  while  others  do 
not ;  and,  if  so,  can  he  state  for  what 
reason  Canada  differentiates  between 
these  colonies. 
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Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  Cana- 
dian Customs  Tariff  Act  of  1898  extends 
preferential  treatment  to  certain  colonies 
specifically  and  also  generally  to  any 
41  British  colony  or  possession  the  Cus- 
toms tariff  of  which  is,  on  the  whole,  as 
favourable  to  Canada  as  the  British 
preferential  tariff  herein  referred  to  is  to 
such  colony  or  possession."  The  reason 
for  the  differentiation  is  stated  in  the 
clause  I  have  quoted 

The  Colonies  and  the  Brussels  Sugar 
Convention. 

Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether,  under  Article  11,  the 
Brussels  Sugar  Convention  has  now  been 
laid  before  all  the  colonies  in  order  that 
they  may  have  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
pressing their  adhesion  to  the  Conven- 
tion ;  and  what  replies  have  been  re- 
ceived. 

MR.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The 
Brussels  Sugar  Convention  was  commu- 
nicated to  all  the  colonies  in  a  despatch 
dated  the  21st  of  April,  1902.  None  of 
the  colonies  propose  to  adhere  to  the 
Convention. 

Brussels  Sugar  Convention— British 
Obligations. 

Mr.  LOUGH :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether, 
seeing  that  under  Article  11  of  the 
Brussels  Convention  it  is  provided  that 
no  preference  will  be  granted  in  the 
United  Kingdom  to  colonial  sugar  as 
against  sugar  from  the  contracting  States 
during  the  continuance  of  the  Conven- 
tion, and.  seeing  that  the  value  of  the 
imports  of  sugar  last  year  exceeded 
£20,000,000,  whether  the  Government 
intend,  in  connection  with  their  new 
fiscal  inquiry,  to  take  any  steps  that 
may  enable  them  to  modify  this 
arrangement. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  hon. 
Member  will  be  aware  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  are  bound  by  the  obligations 
of  the  Brussels  Sugar  Convention  for  five 
years  from  the  1st  of  September  next. 

Brussels  Sugar  Convention— Colonial 
Bounties. 

Mr.  LOUGH  :  I  V*<^\a  Ax\a^k»- 

tary  ot  Slate  lox  X\v*  Cwft«i*«k^\*&^*, 
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under  Article  1 1  of  the  Brussels  Sugar 
Convention,  information  has  been  ' 
obtained  as  to  whether  any  bounty, 
direct  or  indirect,  exists  in  any  Crown 
Colony;  and  what  is  the  result  of  the 
inquiry. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  No  bounty, 
direct  or  indirect,  will  be  granted  upon 
the  production  or  exportation  of  sugar 
in  any  Crown  Colony  after  the  1st  of 
September  next,  when  the  Brussels  Con- 
vention conies  into  force. 

Mb,  LOUGH :  Are  there  any  bounties 
in  existence  which  will  have  to  be  sup* 
pressed  1 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  No,  Sir. 

Railway  Construction  in  South  Africa— 
Native  Labour. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  :  I  b?g  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  is  aware  that,  in  the  con- 
ditions of  contract  accompanying  the 
invitation  issued  on  behalf  of  Hii 
Majesty's  Government  for  tenders  for 
construction  of  the  new  railways  in  the 
Transvaal  and  Orange  River  Colonies,  it 
is  stipulated  that  contractors  shall  not ! 
employ  any  natives  who  reside  in  or  are  | 
recruited  from  that  portion  of  the  I 
Transvaal  which  lies  north  of  Pretoria,  j 
nor  any  native  from  Portuguese  East 
Africa ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  state  what  is  i 
the  reason  of  the  restriction.  j 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :    My  atten- ! 
tion  has  been  drawn  to  an  advertisement 
for  tenders  which  quotes  the  conditions 
referred  to.      I   have  uot    received  any 
Report  from  Lord  Milner  on  the  subject,  ' 
but  the  conditions  arc  no  doubt  inserted  ! 
in  pursuance  of  the  Resolution  No.  XI L,  ! 
passed  by  the  Railway  Extension   Con-  j 
ference  (see  p.  87,  Cd.  1552).  I 

Plague  in  Hong  Kong. 

Mr.   WEIR    (Ross    and    Cromarty) : 

I      beg     to     ask     the      Secretary    of 

Stato  for    the   Colonies   whether  he   is  ! 

aware  that,    under    an    order   of    the  I 

Governor  of  Hong  Kong,  Chinese  plague  \ 

patients  are  allowed  to  remain  in  their  ' 

homes  for  treatment ;  and,  seeing  that ; 

this  practice  is  opposed  by  med\ca\  opuuou 

in   the  colony,    will   he,  in  \ievr  oi  \\va 


increase  in  plague,  have  the  order 
reconsidered,  with  a  view  to  the  removal 
of  all  plague  patients  to  isolation 
hospitals. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  under- 
stand  that  the  Hong  Kong  Government 
is  making  the  experiment  of  allowing 
plague  patients  to  be  treated  in  isolation 
in  their  own  homes,  instead  of  compelling 
them  in  all  cases  to  be  removed  to 
hospital.  The  experiment  is  being  tried 
because  it  is  believed  that  many  patients, 
owing  to  the  great  dislike  of  hospital 
treatment,  have  concealed  their  state  of 
health  until  it  was  too  late  for  them  to 
be  cured.  The  results  of  the  experiment 
will  be  carefully  watched. 

Mr.  WEIR :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man aware  that  houses  in  China  usually 
contain  200  or  300  inhabitants. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  am  not 
aware  of  that  fact,  but  whether  it  be  true 
or  not  it  does  not  affect  what  I  have 
said. 

Mr.  WEIR  :  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle 
man  will  visit  Hong  Kong  he  will  find  it 
is  the  case. 


Hong  Kong  Post  Office. 

Mr.  WEIR  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secw- 
tary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether 
any  one  of  the  plans  for  the  new  Post 
Office  at  Hong  Kong  which  were  sent  Id 
last  March  has  been  accepted;  and,  if 
so,  will  he  state  when  the  erection  of 
the  building  will  be  commenced. 


Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  have  M 
information  on  this  subject,  whic* 
of  purely  local  interest. 

Commission  on  IndlanPolice— Beport 
Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  tT^the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  ifnlyrill  state 
when  the  Report  of  the  ComrSlifl11  oa 
the  Indian  police  will  be  laid  m 
Table  of  the  House. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  nv 
STATE  for  INDIA  (Eavl  Percy,  Ken- 
sington, S.) :  I  can  give  no  undertaking 
at  present  with  regard  to  the  publication 
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India  and  the  Brussels  Sugar  Convention. 
Mr.  LOUGH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  whether,  under 
Article  11,  the  Brussels  Sugar  Convention 
has  now  been  laid  before  the  Indian 
Government  in  order  that  it  may  have 
an  opportunity  of  expressing  its  ad- 
hesion to  the  Convention ;  and  what 
reply  has  been  received. 

Earl  PERCY  :  The  Government  of 
India  do  not  propose  to  apply  to  be 
admitted  to  the  Convention. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  I  believe  I 
am  right  in  saying  that  the  Convention 
was  communicated  to  the  Indian 
Government  in  April  last  year  1  When 
was  their  reply  received  ] 

Earl  PERCY  :  I  must  ask  for  notice 
of  that  Question. 

Chinese  Railways. 
Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  if  he 
will  state  when  the  concession  for  the 
proposed  British  railway  from  Kowloon 
to  Canton  was  granted,  and  the  names  of 
the  concessionaires ;  and,  in  view  of  the 
activity  shown  by  the  American  syndicate 
in  constructing  their  line  from  Canton 
to  Hankow,  can  he  explain  why  the 
proposed  British  railway  has  not  yet 
been  commenced. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Lord  Cran- 
BORxNE,  Rochester) :  The  British  and 
Chinese  Corporation  were  granted  a  pre- 
liminary agreement  for  the  concession  on 
the  28th  March,  1898.  The  line  has  since 
.  been  surveyed.  This  instrument  provides 
*  for  a  final  agreement  to  be  signed  in  terms 
corresponding  with  those  of  the  Shanghai- 
Nanking  Railway  Concession.  The  latter 
lias  only  recently  been  concluded. 

National  Expenditure-  -The  Sinking 
fc^  Fund. 

MM*    WINSTON   CHURCHILL:    On 

jx^^p     of       the      hon.    Member      for 

I  beg    to    ask    Mr.  Chancellor 

f      Exchequer  if   he    will  state  the 

Ken-     eC*  amount  to  be  devoted  to  the 

•>'»  £  ~    :      Fund   in    the    financial     year 

lie***'       -o   be  spent  on  capital  account 


]  during  the  same  year  and  not*  included 
j  in  the  annual  Budget. 

The  CHANCELLOR  op  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
The  portion  of  the  fixed  debt  charge  of 
£27,000,000  applicable  to  Sinking  Fund 
purposes  in  1903-4  is,  according  to  the 
latest  calculations,  £6,640,000,  and  it 
will  be  devoted  to  the  extinction  of  what 
is  termed  dead-  weight  debt.  The  amount 
to  be  spent  on  capital  account,  which  is 
in  part  required  for  reproductive  pur- 
poses, andagainst  which  assets  are  held, 
is  estimated  during  the  same  year  at 
£9,300,000;  but  whatever  sum  is  required 
and  borrowed  for  these  purposes  is  raised 
on  terminable  annuities,  which  automati- 
cally provide  a  special  Sinking  Fund 
borne  on  the  Votes  and  thus  ensure 
repayment  within  a  limited  period.  The 
Sinking  Fund  contained  in  the  terminable 
annuities  in  respect  of  capital  advances 
already  made  amounts  to  £1,007,000. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  In  order 
to  clear  up  this  matter,  may  I  ask 
am  I  right  in  assuming  that  when 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  mentions  the 
Sinking  Fund  he  does  not  include  what 
is  known  as  the  old  Sinking  Fund? 
Am  I  also  right  in  saying,  with  respect 
to  the  new  Sinking  Fund,  it  is  not 
£6,640,000,  but  £1,500,000  or  there- 
abouts 1 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  In  reply  to  the  first 
Question,  the  old  Sinking  Fund  is  not  in- 
cluded. As  to  the  second  Question,  I 
think  the  new  Sinking  Fund  is  between 
£1,500,000  and  £1,600,000.  That  is  in- 
cluded in  the  £6,640,000. 

Mr.  LOUGH  :  Will  the  net  effect  of 
the  transaction  of  this  year  be  to  add 
£10,000,000  to  the  National  Debt. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  The  hon.  Member  is 
as  well  able  to  make  that  calculation  as 
I  am. 

Retaliatory  Tariffs  and  the  National 
Income. 

Mr.  BLACK  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  Government  ha&  wsaro  \x>^- 
.  mated  to  OecmuKy  \toafc  V&.  wsXaaxv  «s«o&*> 
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duties  on  importations  into  this  country, 
whether  he  has  any  information  as  to 
the  probable  effect  of  such  duties  upon 
the  national  revenue  as  regards  income 
tax  and  death  duties. 

♦Mr.  RITCHIE:  I  have  exercised  all 
the  ingenuity  I  can  command  in  the 
endeavour  to  find  out  the  connection 
between  retaliatory  duties  against  Ger- 
many and  the  death  duties  and  I  have 
not  been  able  to  discover  it. 

Mr.  BLACK :  Would  not  retaliatory 
tariffs  affect  the  national  revenue  1 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Mercantile  Marine  Committee. 
♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  it  is  intended  to  act  upon  the 
Report  of  the  Mercantile  Marine  Com- 
mittee, appointed  in  January,  1902, 
published  at  the  l>eginning  of  June  ;  and 
whether  the  seven  recommendations  to 
which  effect  can  be  given  without  legisla- 
tion will  at  once  be  carried  into  effect. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Bal*oi/u,  Leeds, 
Central) :  Yes,  Sir.  The  Board  of  Trade 
concur  in  the  recommendations  of  the 
Mercantile  Marine  Committee,  and  pro- 
pose to  act  upon  them.  So  far  as  that 
can  be  done  without  legislation,  steps  are 
already  being  taken  by  the  Department. 
I  may  add  that  a  Sill  dealing  with  the 
recommendation,  requiring  legislation  has 
also  been  prepared.  \ 

i 

Irish  Traffic  Arrangements— Sleeping     I 
Accommodation.  j 

Mr.     CHARLES    CRAIG     (Antrim,! 
S.) :    I   beg   to    ask    the    Secretary    to  : 
the  Board  of  Trade  if  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  fact  that  the  London 
and    North- Western  Railway    Company 
have  raised  the  price  of  sleeping  accommo- 
dation in  their  trains  to  7s.  6d.  between 
Holyhead  and  London,  while  it  is  only  ! 
5s.  between  London  and  any  other  station  | 
south   of   Carlisle ;  and  whether,  having  j 
regard   to  the  disadvantage  thereby  im- ! 
posed  on  the  Irish  tourist  traffic,  he  will 
take  steps  to  have  representations  made  ; 
to  the  company  with  a  view  to\tavui£\\\\* 
charge  altered. 


Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  I  am  aware 
!  that  the  charges  arc  as  stated.  The 
Board  of  Trade  are  not  empowered  to 
intervene  in  the  matter,  but  I  have  caused 
the  hon.  Member's  Question  to  be  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  railway  company. 

London  Printing/Trade  Dispute. 
Mr.  SKE  WES-COX  (Surrey,  Kingston) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  if  he  will  explain  why  the  Board 
of  Trade  have,  up  to  the  present  time, 
declined  to  intervene  under  the  powers  of 
the  Conciliation  Act  in  the  dispute  in  the 
London  printing  trade,  and  state  what 
steps  they  propose  taking  in  the  interest 
of  all  parties  to  bring  about  a  settlement 
of  the  dispute. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  The  Board 
of  Trade  have  not  declined  to  intervene 
in  this  case.  They  have  been  in  com- 
munication with  both  sides,  and  have 
expressed  their  readiness  to  take  action 
under  the  Conciliation  Act  if  the  parties 
are  willing  to  accept  their  services.  So 
far  one  of  the  parties  has  failed  to  agree 
to  the  course  suggested.  As  the  hon. 
Member  is  aware  the  Conciliation  Act 
confers  no  compulsory  powers  on  the 
Board  of  Trade  ;  but  they  are  watching 
the  case,  and  will  be  glad  to  take  any 
action  that  may  seem  likely  to  promote  a 
settlement  should  an  opportunity  occur. 

Highland  Weaving  Industry. 
Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  the  steps  taken  by  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  to  encourage 
the  weaving  of  Lewis  and  Harris  tweeds, 
have  resulted  in  an  increased  production 
in  the  crofting  counties ;  and,  if  so,  caD 
he  state  approximately  to  what  extent 


*The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  Some  im- 
provement both  in  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  tweeds  woven  in  the  Westers  I 
Hebrides  is  reported  to  us  as  having  [ 
taken  place.  It  is  not  possible  at  presetf  I 
to  state  the  amount  of  increase  in  quantity  I 
but  information  will  be  collected  so  to  I 
as  possible  and  given  in  the  next  RepuflJ 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Board. 

Pollution  of  the  Rivers  in  Fifeshire- 

Mr.  EUGENE  WASON  (Clackmanntfl 

inn\  YJwwq^  ;  I  beg   to   ask    the  Lo^I 

\  k&s<rato  ^\&&ust  V*  ^fc\!Jl  instruct  tkl 
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Local  Government  (Scotland)  Board, 
which  is  at  present  inquiring  into  the 
pollution  of  the  River  Ore  in  Fifeshire, 
which  gave  rise  to  an  epidemic  of  typhoid 
in  that  district,  to  make  inquiry  into  the 
pollution  of  the  Black  Devon,  which  is 
the  main  source  of  water  supply  for  the 
county  of  Clackmannan. 

•Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY :  The 
suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member  that  inquiry 
should  be  made  into  the  condition  of  the 
Black  Devon  will  receive  the  careful  con- 
sideration of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland. 

Mr.  EUGENE  WASON:  Were  not 
representations  made  before  the  typhoid 
broke  out  ? 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Kerry  and  the  Congested  Districts  Board. 
Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether, 
considering  the  population  of  congested 
Kerry  is  over  80,000,  or  one-sixth  of  the 
whole  of  congested  Ireland,  that  the 
emigration  is  the  highest  in  Ireland,  the 
poverty  and  needs  of  the  people  as  great 
as  in  any  part  of  the  congested  areas,  and 
that  since  the  formation  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  no  man  from  Kerry  has 
been  co-opted,  and  that  little  or  nothing 
has  been  done  for  the  people,  he  will 
nominate  a  man  from  Kerry  to  fill  the 
next  vacancy. 

The  ATTORNEY -GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson, Londonderry, 
N.,  for  Mr.  Wyndham)  :  My  right  hon. 
friend  replied  to  a  similar  Question  put 
to  him  yesterday  by  the  same  hon.  Mem- 
ber.! The  claims  of  Kerry  will  be  duly 
considered  on  the  occurrence  of  a  vacancy 
on  the  Board. 


Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerrv,  N.):  Will  the 
matter  receive  the  consideration  it  merits  1 


Mr.  ATKINSON  :  When  I  said  that 
it  will  be  duly  considered  I  think  I 
conveyed  that. 
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Belturbet  Bent  Collector  and  Local 
Government  Auditor. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
will  state  under  what  circumstances 
Major  Eccles,  Local  Government  Auditor, 
surcharged  Mr.  Thomas  Dolan,  rent 
collector  to  the  Belturbet  Urban  District 
Council,  in  the  sum  of  £206  14s.,  and 
explain  why  Major  Eccles  made  this 
surcharge  without  making  any  examina- 
tion of  the  rent  books  since  he  was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  district ;  and  will 
he  order  an  examination  of  the  books  by 
an  independent  person,  seeing  that  the 
rental  of  the  Urban  Council  stands  in 
such  order  as  satisfies  the  Council  at 
present. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wyndham)  : 
I  am  informed  that  an  application  is 
about  to  be  made  to  the  King's  Bench 
Division  for  a  mandamus  to  set  aside  the 
Order  made  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  confirming  this  surcharge.  I  can- 
not, under  the  circumstances,  discuss  the 
action  of  the  auditor  or  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  the  matter,  at  the  present 
moment. 

Dublin  Sorting  Office— Bank  Holidays. 
Mr.    NANNETTI    (Dublin,    College 
Green):  I  beg    to  ask  the  Postmaster- 
i  General  if  be  is  aware  that,   under  the 
new  leave  regulations  introduced  January, 
;  1903,  into  the  Dublin  Sorting  Office,  pay- 
i  ment  for  bank  holidays  was  withheld  and 
the  privilege  of  having  a  day  off  when  it 
suited,  in  lieu  of  bank  holiday,  withdrawn ; 
and   whether,   seeing    that   this  was  an 
abrogation  of  the  accepted  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Tweedmouth  Commission  re- 
garding bank  holidays,  will   1  e  consider 
the  advisability  of  reverting  to  the  old 
system. 

The  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Worcestershire, 
E.) :  Payment  is  still  made  at  Dublin  for 
bank  holiday  work  when  the  hours 
worked  are  too  few  to  justify  the  grant- 
ing of  a  day  in  lieu.  The  present  system 
is  a  necessary  condition  of  the  arrange- 
ments under  which  the  entire  force  are 
enabled  to  take  the  bulk  of  their  holidays 
in  the  better  months  of  the  year,  and  I 
am  not  prepared  to  rov«t\>  V^  >^  <S&. 
k  system. 
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Dublin  Sorting  Office-Holiday 
Grievances. 

Mr.  NANNETTI:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  if  be  received  in 
February  last  a  memorial  signed  by  the 
great  majority  of  the  Dublin  Sorting 
Office  Staff  protesting  against  the  new 
system  of  annual  leave,  and  asking  that 
the  system  which  obtained  up  to  1st 
January,  1903,  be  reverted  to;  if  the 
Secretary,  General  Post  Office,  Dublin, 
had  received  in  May  last  a  further 
memorial  signed  by  four  elected  repre- 
sentatives of  the  staff  expressing  dis- 
satisfaction at  the  unusual  delay  and 
praying  for  an  early  reply ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  importance  of  the 
memorials  and  of  the  fact  that  no  answer 
has  as  yet  been  given  to  either  memorial, 
will  the  matter  receive  early  attention. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  The 
memorial  was  received  and  was  duly  con- 
sidered by  me,  but  the  question  of  the 
arrangements  at  a  number  of  other  offices 
was  involved  and  reports  had  to  bo 
obtained  from  them.  The  matter  was 
finally  decided  by  me  last  week,  and  the 
memorialists  have  been  answered. 

Fiscal  Inquiry— Duty  on  Food-Stuffs. 
Mr.  BLACK  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  Government  has  now  intimated 
to  Germany  that  in  certain  events  it  will 
impose  retaliatory  or  differential  duties 
on  importations  into  this  country,  whether 
the  Government  has  determined  that 
amongst  these  duties  shall  be  a  duty  on 
food-stuffs,  or  whether  it  has  determined 
that  there  shall  be  no  such  duty. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  of  the  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.):  I  have  no 
information  to  give  the  hon.  Gentleman 
on  the  subject  of  this  Question. 

Mr.  BLACK:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  still  halting  between  two 
opinions  1 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

The  Government  and  the  Licensing 
Question. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cornwall, 
Camborne) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  whether  it  is  his  inten- 
tion  before  the  House  rises  to  make  a 


statement  as  to  the  intentions  of  the 
Government  with  regard  to  the  licensing 
question;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  is  able 
to  inform  the  House  when  such  state- 
ment will  be  made. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Yes,  sir,  I 
shall  probably  have  to  say  something  on 
this  subject  before  the  close  of  the  session, 
but  I  cannot  irive  any  pledge  as  to  the 
date  when  the  statement  will  be  made. 

Town  Holdings  Committee. 

Mr.  FIELD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  appointing  a 
Town  Holdings  Committee  to  take  up 
the  subject  of  terminable  leaseholds  at 
the  point  where  it  was  abandoned  by 
the  previous  Town  Holdings  Committee, 
which  sat  some  years  since  but  did  not 
issue  a  complete  Report  or  series  of  re- 
commendations. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  suggest  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  on  the  subject  to  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  refers  in  his  Question. 
I  do  not  deny  the  importance  of  the 
Question.  I  have  been,  inquiring  into 
it,  but  I  am  not  aware  that  there  is 
anything  upon  which  a  Committee  couki 
be  expected  to  throw  much  light. 

Mr.  FLAVIN :  This  is  a  very  impor- 
tant Question.  Why  not  reappoint 
the  Committee  and  let  it  complete  the 
inquiry. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  do  not  deny 
the  importance  of  the  Question,  but  1 
am  not  aware  that  there  is  anything  to 
inquire  into. 

National  Memorial  to  Queen  Victoria. 
Sir    J.    FERGUSSON    (Manchester, 
N.E.) :   May  I  ask  what  works  are  going 
on  in  front  of  Buckingham  Palace  1 

Mr.  VICTOR  CAVENDISH  (Derby- 
shire, W.) :  The  work  now  proceeding 
in  front  of  Buckingham  Palace  is  the 
first  portion  of  what  is  required  to 
prepare  the  site  for  the  National  Me- 
morial to  Queen  Victoria,  and  includes 
the  levelling  and  laying-out  of  the  site, 
and  the  building  of  the  necessary  retain- 
V  \Tv^  v?a,VV  ydl  St.  James  s  Park.     All  the 
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above  work  will  be  carried  out  between 
now  and  1st  November.  Plans  of  the 
entire  scheme  and  of  that  portion  which 
s  now  being  carried  out  have  been 
placed  in  the  tea  room. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLESasked  whether 
Parliament  would  be  asked  to  assent  to 
the  works. 

Mr.  VICTOR  [CAVENDISH:  The 
work  is  being  carried  on  by  the  Commit- 
tee appointed  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  That  is  not 
the  point.  Will  the  assent  of  Parliament 
be  asked  for  the  works  ? 

No  answer  was  returned.    • 


NEW  BILLS. 


PARLIAMENTARY  AND  ELECTORAL 
REFORM  BILL. 

"To  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
Electoral  qualifications,  the  registration 
of  Voters,  Parliamentary  Elections,  and 
to  make  provisions  for  the  pajmert  of 
Election  expenses  and  of  Members  of 
Parliament,  and  the  duration  of  'Parlia- 
ment," presented  by  Mr.  Keir  Hardie; 
supported  by  Sir  William  Allan*  Mr. 
Shackleton,  Mr.  John  Hope,  and  Dr. 
Macnamara;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  287.] 

MORTGAGE  OF  PREMISES  BILL. 

41  To  amend  the  Law  in  regard  to  the 
Mortgaging  of  Premises  containing  trade 
machinery,"  presented  by  Sir  William 
Holland;  supported  by  Mr.  Crombie 
and  Mr.  Parkes;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Tuesday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  288.] 

BILLS  OF  EXCHANGE  BILL. 

"To  provide  for  the  registration  of 
dishonoured  Bills  of  Exchange  and  to 
allow  summary  judgment  thereon,"  pre- 
sented by  Sir  William  Holland;  supported 
by  Mr.  Crombie  and  Mr.  Parkes ;  to  be 
rend  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday  next, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  289.] 


IRISH  LAND  BILL. 
[Third  Reading.] 
Order  for  Third  Heading  read.     '    "^ 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time." 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford); 
I  regret  very  much  the  enforced  absence 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary,  who  has  devoted  very  great 
labour  and  a  great  deal  of  time  to  the 
consideration  of  this  Irish  land  question 
and  whov  has  certainly  brought  to  bear 
upon  it  a  most  sympathetic  and  con- 
ciliatory spirit.  I  do  not  believe  it 
would  have  been  possible  to  have  brought 
this  Bill  to  its  present  position  were  it 
slot  for  the  spirit  he  has  shown,  and  I 
would  have  been  glad  if  he  could  have 
been  here  to  receive  the  congratulations 
which  I  think  are  his  due  for  the  ability 
and  patience  with  which  he  has  con- 
ducted this  Bill  through  the  House. 
The  k  occasion  on  which  we  are  met  is 
a  very  important  one.  It  is  the  passing 
of  tfhe  last  stage  of  this  Bill  in  this  House 
of  Commons,  and  it  is  of  such  far  reach- 
ing importance  to  the  whole  future  of 
Ireland  that  I  trust  I  may  be  forgiven  if 
I  say  a  few  words  on  this '  Motion  for 
the  Third  Reading  of  the  measure.  On 
the  whole  I  think  the  occasion  is  one 
for  congratulation  to  everybody  con- 
cerned, but  I  feel  that  if  we,  upon  these 
benches,  remain  absolutely  silent  at 
this  stage  it  is  possible  that  our  attitude 
might  be  very  much  misunderstood  and 
misinterpreted.  One  set  of  critics  might 
be  inclined  to  say  that  our  silence  was 
an  indication  of  our  complete  and 
absolute  satisfaction  with  the  shape  in 
which  the  Bill  stands  at  this  moment, 
and  that  we  accepted  full  responsibility 
for  everything  that  is  in  it  and  for  the 
successful  working  of  every  part  of  it 
when  passed  into  law.  Another  set  of 
critics  might  possibly  say  that  our  silence 
was  a  most  sinister  silence  and  that  it 
might  be  we  were  lying  low  till  the  Bill 
had  passed,  that  we  did  not  regard  it  as 
in  itself  a  valuable  Bill  or  one  likely  to 
conduce  to  the  settlement  of  the  Irish 
land  question,  and  that  we  intended  to 
go  back  to  Ireland  and  do  our  best  to 
revive  agrarian  agitatiotv  \*sA.W\»  ^ssxfca^ 
and  tYvua  t*\uwi>  to  £\**  ^  ^^  *  ^^ 
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trial.  Both  of  these  criticisms  would 
have  been  absolutely  untrue,  and  I  think 
that  under  the  circumstances  it  is  perhaps 
wise  that  I  should  take  this  opportunity 
of  saying  a  few  words  on  behalf  of  my 
colleagues  to  explain  clearly  what  our 
attitude  is  in  regard  to  this  Bill.  In  the 
first  place  I  had  better  say  at  once  that 
it  is  not  our  Bill.  It  is  the  Bill  of  the 
Government,  and  in  the  main  the  respon- 
sibility for  it  rests  not  upon  us,  but  upon 
the  Government. 

Let  me  for  a  moment  recall  to  the 
House  the  history  of  this  Bill.  At  the 
beginning  of  this  year,  early  in  January, 
a  conference  of  representatives  of  Irish 
landlords  and  Irish  tenants  came  together 
in  Dublin  with  the  full  approval,  indeed 
I  might  almost  say  at  the  invitation 
of  the  Government,  to  consider  whether 
it  was  possible  to  lay  down  a  scheme 
for  the  settlement  of  the  land  question 
which  would  satisfy  both  sides  to  the 
struggle.  I  do  not  think  I  would  be 
exaggerating  if  I  were  to  say  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  have  intro- 
duced this  Bill,  or  any  such  Bill,  and 
to  recommend  it  to  public  opinion  in 
this  country  or  to  have  passed  it  through 
this  House,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
Conference.  The  Conference  was  based 
upon  a  spirit  of  concession  and  concilia- 
tion, and  it  adopted  a  Report  which  did 
not  in  either  one  direction  or  the  other 
go  to  the  full  extent  which  the  various 
parties  desired.  But  after  anxious  con 
sideration  in  Ireland,  and  after  a  discussion 
which  lasted  several  weeks  that  Report 
received  the  approval  and  sanction  practi- 
cally of  the  whole  of  the  people  of  Ireland. 
It  received  the  sanction  of  what  were 
regarded  as  the  most  irreconcilable 
sections  of  the  Irish  landlords,  and  it 
received  the  approval  of  every  public 
board  representing  the  people  and  of 
every  representative  of  the  tenants.  But 
I  must  point  out  that  the  Report  so  put 
forward  by  that  remarkable  gathering 
was  not  accepted  in  its  entirety  by  the 
Government,  and  while  undoubtedly  this 
Bill  would  never  have  seen  the  light  of 
day,  and  never  could  have  passed,  were 
it  not  for  the  Conference,  it  is  true  that 
the  Bill  does  not  represent  the  Con- 
ference Report  in  some  essential  parti- 
culars, but  overrides  the  recommenda- 
tions of  that  Report.  Therefore,  I  am 
justified   in   saying   it   is  not  our   Bill, 


not  ours,  but  yours.  Since  the  Bill  was 
introduced  into  this  House,  the  Irish 
Members  have  done  their  best  to  mould 
it  into  a  shape  in  which  they  believed  it 
would  really  go  a  long  distance  to  settle 
the  Irish  land  question.  I  believe  that 
so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  amend 
and  enlarge  the  Bill  the  measure  will 
prove  successful,  and  in  whatever  particu- 
lar it  is  found  to  disappoint  the  anticipa- 
tions of  its  authors  in  its  working  in  the 
future,  it  will  be  found  that  has  been  the 
result  of  the  rejection  of  the  advice  given 
by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  Irish 
Members  in  various  parts  of  the  House. 

In  speaking  on  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  BUI,  I  endeavoured  to  give,  under 
certain  heads,  what  I  regarded  as  vital 
defects  in  the  measure  as  it  stood.  There 
were  questions  affecting  prices,  the  exclu- 
sion of  large  classes  of  tenants  from  the 
operations  of  the  Bill,  and  amongst  others 
certain  classes  of  evicted  tenants;  the 
interference  with  existing  rights  of 
tenants  under  the  Act  of  1881,  the  per- 
petual rent-charge,  matters  of  adminis- 
tration, the  question  of  the  congested 
districts  and  the  labourers'  question.  On 
most  of  these  questions  we  have  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  some  remarkable 
concessions,  and  the  value  of  those 
concessions  is  very  largely  enhanced  by 
the  fact  that  they  were  made  to  us  with 
the  full  assent  of  the  Unionist  Members 
and  of  the  representatives  of  the  land- 
lords ;  that  they  were  concessions  given 
to  the  unanimous  voice  of  Ireland  speak- 
ing on  behalf  of  both  landlords  and 
tenants.  On  the  question  of  price  we 
succeeded  in  Committee  in  abolishing 
what  is  known  as  the  minimum  price. 
Wo  have  succeeded  in  securing  that  there 
shall  be  absolute  freedom  of  bargain 
between  landlords  and  tenants.  We  have, 
too,  secured  the  inclusion  in  the  Bill  of  a 
large  class  of  tenants  who,  as  the  measure 
was  originally  framed,  were  excluded  from 
its  benefits,  and  so  far  as  the  evicted 
tenants  question  is  concerned,  I  feel 
bound  to  say  we  have  in  substance 
obtained  all  that  we  asked  for.  The 
limit  of  £7,000,  which  applied  to  other 
tenants,  now  applies  to  the  evicted  tenants 
as  well,  and  the  new  Estates  Commission 
has  under  the  Bill  powers  and  money  J 
its  disposal  to  enable  it  to  rebTfli 
restock  evicted  farms,  as  well  as  to   biTr* 

j .MV~    .M   —j  ■"&    ■-    -    —-  —    ,*  out  tenants  at  present  in  occupation  for  the 

but   yours,    and    the    respoivsftAUty    \4\\kw\w^  A  \w^\i«^  tha  old  tenants  on 

Mr.  John  Redmond. 
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their  holdings.  I  say  that  those  are  enor- 
mous advantages  to  the  whole  class  of 
evicted  tenants  in  Ireland,  and  it  is  satisfac- 
tory to  be  able  to  think  that  these  conces- 
sions were  obtained  with  the  assent  of  the 
representatives  of  the  Irish  landlords. 
I  have  the  greatest  and  strongest  possible 
belief  that  under  the  operation  of  this 
Bill  practically  every  evicted  tenant  may 
be  restored  to  his  holding.  That  is  of 
enormous  importance  to  the  whole 
future  of  Ireland,  and  it  is  most  satis- 
factory to  find  that  on  this  matter  there 
is  not  any  difference  of  opinion  between 
the  different  sides  of  the  House.  We  all 
recognise  that  if  there  is  to  be  a  settle- 
ment of  this  Irish  land  question,  if  there 
is  to  be  agrarian  and  social  peace  in 
Ireland,  these  evicted  tenants,  who, 
otherwise  must  be  centres  of  disaffection, 
should  be  restored  to  their  homes.  For 
my  part,  let  me  say  that  if  there  were 
nothing  else  in  the  Bill,  if  there  were  no 
other  provisions,  I  would  be  slow  indeed 
to  take  the  responsibility  of  throwing 
any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  its  passage 
so  long  as  it  contained  a  provision  of 
this  kind,  which  must  tend  in  the  direc- 
tion of  promoting  the  agrarian  and 
social  peace  of  the  country.  Wo  have 
succeeded  also  in  removing  those  provi- 
sions which  deprived,  under  certain 
circumstances,  certain  classes  of  tenants 
of  their  existing  rights  under  the  Act  of 
1881.  We  have  improved  the  tribunal 
appointed  to  carry  out  the  work  of  ad- 
ministration under  this  Act,  and  the 
proceedings  of  that  tribunal  will  be 
subject  to  investigation  and  discussion 
in  this  House,  while  the  tenure  by  which 
two  members  of  it  hold  office  has  been 
changed  so  that  they  will  not  be  dismiss- 
able  at  pleasure,  and  will  no  longer  bo 
in  the  position  of  Removables  at  a 
moment's  notice.  Finally,  we  have 
succeeded  in  removing  altogether  the 
perpetual  rent-charge,  which  wa<  re- 
garded almost  universally  in  Ireland  as  a 
serious  obstacle  in  the  way  of  rapid 
purchase  throughout  the  country.  These 
are  great  and  most  valuable  concessions, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  they  make  this  a 
really  great  measure,  and  one  which  is 
eminently  calculated  to  go  a  long  way 
towards  the  settlement  of  the  Irish  land 
^question  over  a  large  portion  of  Ireland. 

On  the  other  hand,  on  the  question  of 
he  congested  districts,  and  on  the  question 


of  the  labourers,  unfortunately  we  were 
not  able  to  induce  the  Government  to 
take  our  advice.  On  the  question  of  the 
congested  districts  it  is  well  to  remember, 
however,  that  the  Bill,  even  in  the  form 
in  which  it  now  stands,  is  a  most  valuable 
measure,  becauses  it  enlarges  very 
materially  the  powers  and  funds  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board.  Still,  we  do  not  believe  that  the 
Bill,  as  it  stands,  will  be  able  to  grapple  suc- 
cessfully with  the  congested  districts  ques- 
tion. The  constitution  of  the  Board  is 
such  that  we  do  not  believe  that  it  has 
any  serious  chance  of  being  able  to  settle 
this  question,  and  I  am  convinced  that, 
in  a  comparatively  short  space  of  time, 
the  Government  will  find  that  the 
advice  we  gave  them  as  the  result  of 
our  experience,  and  which  for  the 
moment  they  have  rejected,  must  be 
accepted  if  this  question  is  to  be  sett'ed 
in  the  West  of  Ireland.  I  do  not  say 
we  have  not  made  a  great  gain  on  the 
question  of  the  congested  districts.  I 
think  the  chief  gain  we  have  obtained  is 
that  we  have  discovered  in  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  that 
we  have  a  man  who  is  practically  of  our 
mind  on  this  question,  and  from  whom 
we  are  not  divided  by  any  question ;  and 
I  am  convinced  that  in  the  near  future, 
when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  or  his 
successor  comes  down  to  this  House,  as 
he  undoubtedly  will,  to  ask  for  further 
powers  for  dealing  with  the  congested 
districts,  what  has  happened  will  make 
it  perfectly  easy  for  him  to  obtain  those 
additional  powers  with  practical  unani- 
mity in  this  House.  With  reference  to 
the  labourers,  we,  on  these  Benches,  are 
deeply  disappointed  that  it  was  not 
possible  to  deal  with  that  question.  The 
difficult y  in  the  way,  after  all,  was  only 
a  difficulty  of  time,  and  we  have  reason 
to  complain  that  this,  which  was  the 
chief  measure  of  the  session,  was  not 
introduced  earlier  and  not  pushed  on 
earlier.  If  that  had  been  done,  as  I 
pressed  on  the  Government,  we  would 
have  had  sufficient  time  to  deal  with 
this  question.  But  we  have,  at  any  rate, 
the  consolation  of  knowing,  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Chief  Secretary,  that  he 
does  not  pretend  that  the  labourer*' 
clause;  in  this  Bill  are  a  settlement  of 
the  labourers'  <\\x«ak\syo^  ^  ^*  \\»?**k 
received  from  \v\m  a.  \\*&^>  *^  *  ^"^ 
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valuable  pledge,  because  it  is  one  which 
not  only  b  nds  him  but  must  inevitably 
bind  his  successor,  that  this  question 
will  be  dealt  with  in  the  next  session  of 
Parliament  in  a  comprehensive  and 
satisfactory  way.  While  I  sympathise 
most  sincerely  with  the  labourers  in  this 
postponement  of  the  settlement  of  their 
claims,  I  think  they  have  received 
substantial  benefit  from  the  discussion 
of  this  Bill,  because  they  have  a  definite 
promise  that  their  case  will  be  dealt 
with  in  a  full  and  satisfactory  manner 
next  year.  On  the  whole,  therefore,  we 
feel  that  we  have  succeeded  in  the  dis- 
cussions of  this  Bill,  as  no  Irish  Party 
probably  ever  succeeded  before,  in  radi- 
cally altering  for  the  better  the  measure 
as  it  was  originally  introduced.  But,  at 
the  same  time,  we  recognise  that  the 
Bill  as  it  stands  is  marked  by  defects 
and  omissions  which  make  it  necessary 
for  us  to  emphasise  the  fact  that,  after 
all,  the  responsibility  is  not  ours  but 
rests  with  the  Government;  that  the 
Bill  is  not  ours,  but  that  it  is  their  Bill. 

Let  me  ask,  in  what  spirit  will  this  Bill 
be  received  and  worked  in  Ireland  1  I 
have  heard  and  read  many  criticisms 
to  the  effect  that  the  Bill  ought  not  to 
be  passed  because  it  was  not  considered 
likely  to  effect  a  final  settlement  of  the 
question.  I  do  not  conceive  it  possible 
to  introduce  a  Bill  of  which,  even 
though  it  were  the  compulsory  Bill 
which  many  of  us  would  have  preferred, 
it  could  be  said  absolutely,  "  This  is  a 
final  and  complete  settlement.,,  My  own 
firm  belief  is  that,  when  this  Bill  passes, 
if  it  works  as  well  as  I  hope  it  will,  and 
as  it  is  generally  anticipated  it  will,  it 
will  not  afford  a  complete  and  final 
settlement  of  the  question.  But  I  do 
believe  that  over  a  greater  part  of  Ire- 
land it  will  effect  a  settlement,  and  that 
when  it  is  found  by  its  working  that 
further  power  and  perhaps  more  money 
are  required  to  settle  the  residuum  of 
the  question,  the  Minister  of  the  day 
will  not  have  the  slightest  difficulty, 
pointing  as  he  will  be  able  to  do  to  the 
successful  working  of  the  Act  as  far  as 
it  has  gone,  in  obtaining  from  this 
House  whatever  additional  powers  and 
money  may  be  necessary  to  complete 
the  settlement  of  the  question,  to  extir- 
pate landlordism  and  sett\e  t\vo  1t\%\v 
people  universally  on  the  so\\  as  owivw*. 

Mr.  John  Redmond. 


Speaking  last  April  at  Manchester  the 
Chief  Secretary,  referring  to  this  point, 
•aid— 

"  The  question  was  asked,  '  Is  this  Bill  a 
ettlement  of  the  question  ?'  He  believed  the 
Irish  people  felt  tnat  the  Bill  was  an  honest 
attempt  at  settlement,  and  that  they  would 
be  prepared  to  give  it  an  honest  trial. 

I  accept  those  words  to  the   fulL      I 
believe  that  this  Bill  is  an  honest   and 
sincere  attempt  to  settle  the  question ; 
it  will  be  so  regarded  in  Ireland,  and   it 
will  be  given  a  fair  trial.     The  tenants 
ind  their  leaders  are  only  too  anxious 
o  find  in    this  Bill  a  means  of  settling 
he  land  question  and  of  promoting  a 
>ermanent  union  between  various  classes 
in  Ireland  for  the  good  of  the  country. 
They  will,  therefore,  endeavour  to  work 
this  Bill  in  an  amicable,  reasonable,  and 
moderate   spirit.      Let     hon.    Members 
make  no  mistake  about  this  matter.    In 
my  opinion  the    successful  working  of 
the  Bill  will  depend  more  upon  the  land- 
lords than  upon  the  tenants.     I   would 
like  to  express  my  own  individual  ap- 
preciation of   the   attitude   which    the 
Irish  landlords  as  a  body  have  taken  up 
>n  this  question  since  the  Land  Confer- 
ence.   Of  course    there  have   been  and 
are  some  unreasonable  and  irreconcileable 
landlords,   but   speaking    of    the    Irish 
landlords  as  a  whole,  their  attitude  and 
spirit    since   the    Conference    has   been 
reasonable  and    conciliatory.      If    that 
attitude  is  continued  after  the  passage 
of  the  Bill,  and  the  same  spirit  is  carried 
into  its  working,  in  my  belief  the  success 
>f   the  measure  is  assured.     So   far  as 
the  tenants  are  concerned,  the  Bill  will 
be  worked  in  a  reasonable,  conciliator). 
and  moderate  spirit,  and  tho    success  of 
the  Bill  will  depend  absolutely  on   the 
landlords    adopting  a   similar   attitude. 
If  landlords  as  a  body    do  not   attempt 
to  wring  extortionate  prices  from  their 
tenants,  if  they  consent  to  take  for  their 
land  fair,  honest,  economic  prices,  I  am 
convinced  that  land  purchase  will  go  on 
rapidly  all  over  the  country,  and  that 
the  Bill  will  prove  to  be  the  beginning  of 
the  end  of  the  Irish  question.    I  sav  **  the 
beginning  of  the  end,"  because  I  think 
it  my  duty  to  repeat  here   at  this  stag* 
l  >f  the  Bill  what  I  have  said  before,  both 
in  and  out  of  this  House — viz.,  that  the 
[settlement   of  the   Irish    land    question 
\  \n\\\  vcl  m>j   *^yoJm&*  remove    the  last 
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remaining  obstacle  to  the  concession  of 
those  wider  political  and  national  rights 
without  which  Irishmen  will  never  be 
contented. 

This  Bill  now  goes  up  to  the  House 
of  Lords.  The  papers  have  been 
full  recently  of  the  most  sinister 
rumours  as  to  what  is  to  happen  in 
another  place.  I  have  not  been  much 
disturbed  by  those  rumours.  The  com- 
promise which  has  been  arrived  at  after 
the  discussion  in  Committee  is  one  to 
which  the  Government  and  the  country 
are  in  honour  committed.  More  than 
that,  it  is  a  compromise  to  which  the 
landlords  are  in  honour  committed  It 
was  arrived  at  with  the  full  agreement 
and  consent  of  the  gentlemen  represent- 
ing Irish  landlords,  and  it  is  inconceiv- 
able to  mc  that  either  the  Government 
or  the  landlords  in  another  place  would 
consent  to  anything  in  the  nature  of  a 
wrecking  or  mutilation  of  the  Bill.  It 
is  well  that  it  should  be  clearly  under- 
stood that  any  such  mutilation  would 
mean  the  wrecking  of  the  Bill,  because 
if  it  be  mutilated  in  the  way  suggested 
by  some  papers,  even  though  it  pass 
into  law,  it  will  be  a  dead  letter,  and  its 
introduction,  in  my  opinion,  will  prove 
to  have  been  not  a  blessing  but  a  curse  to 
Ireland.  But,  as  I  have  said,  I  am  not  dis- 
posed to  pay  any  serious  attention  to  these 
rumours.  I  prefer  to  regard  the  present 
as  the  laststage  of  the  Bill  in  the  House 
of  Commons ;  and,  as  it  is  leaving  the 
House  in  its  amended  shape,  regarding 
it  as  I  do  as  the  first-fruits  of  the  Land 
Conference,  and  as  having  been  moulded 
into  its  present  shape  by  Irish  public 
opinion  as  expressed  by  the  National 
Convention  in  Dublin,  I  say  that  it  is  a 
great  measure,  containing  the  elements 
of  the  settlement  of  the  land  question, 
which,  if  worked  in  a  reasonable  and 
honest  spirit  by  landlord  and  tenant 
alike,  will  bring  in  its  train  blessings 
long  denied  of  peace  and  prosperity  to 
Ireland.  It  is  in  the  earnest  hope  that| 
our  most  sanguine  expectations  of  this 
Bill  may  be  realised  that  I  support  its 
Third  Reading. 

Colonel    SAUNDERSON  (Armagh, 

N.) :   I  am  glad  to  have  this  opportunity 

*    of  bearing  my  testimony  to  the  great 

i    ability,  eloquence,  and  good  temper  dis- 1 

4   played  by  the  Chief  Secretary  in  carry- 


ing this  Bill  through  the  House.  In 
past  years  I  have  been  engaged  in  this 
House  in  what  is  called  "  making  his- 
tory." One  frequently  hears  in  the 
Lobby  the  remark,  "We  are  making 
history  to-night."  Well,  Sir,  I  believe 
we  are  making  history  to-day.  But  in 
former  times  when  we  have  been  making 
history  it  has  been  in  a  very  different 
atmosphere.  We  have  had  thunder  and 
lightning  and  even  earthquakes.  The 
atmosphere  in  connection  with  this  Bill 
has  been  very  different.  In  fact,  during 
the  discussions  I  have  sometimes  thought 
I  was  listening  to  a  Scotch  debate,  so 
matter-of-fact,  so  business-like,  and  so 
j  devoid  of  the  heat  which  usually  charac- 
terises Irish  debates  have  the  discussions 
been.  But  the  country  will  probably 
ask,  "What  are  we  to  expect  from  the 
passage  of  this  Bill  1 "  I  do  not  think 
we  ought  to  expect  too  much,  but  I 
think  we  ought  to  expect  a  good  deal. 
The  British  people  may  ask  whether 
they  are  to  expect  to  be  repaid  the  great 
outlay  they  are  making.  We  answer  that 
question,  not  by  expressing  an  opinion, 
but  by  pointing  to  past  history,  which 
affords  a  conclusive  answer  to  those  who 
have  any  fear  as  to  the  honesty  of  the 
Irish  people.  No  one  can  deny  that  the 
way  in  which  tenant  farmers  who  have 
bought  their  farms  under  previous  Acts 
have  paid  up  to  the  day  is  really  aston- 
ishing to  the  minds  of  thinking  men  : 
there  have  been  practically  no  arrears. 
You  are  now  about  to  enable  a  similar 
class  to  buy  their  farms — men  of  the  same 
blocd,  and  actuated  by  the  same  pre- 
eminently characteristic  desire  to  own  the 
land  on  which  they  live — and  I  say  that 
past  history  ought  to  dissipate  any  fear 
which  the  British  people  may  have  as  to 
the  intention  of  the  Irish  people  to  pay 
up  to  the  day. 

What   hope     ha-ve    we    of   the     Bill 
succeeding?     What   danger  lies    in  its 

Kth  1  The  hon.  and  learned  Mom- 
r  for  Waterford  has  alluded  to  its 
passage  through  another  place.  I  cannot 
speak  for  the  Members  of  that  other  place, 
but  I  feel  confident  that  no  attempt  will 
there  be  made  to  destroy  any  great 
principle  in  the  Bill  to  which  this  House 
has  given  its  adhesion.  I  cannot  conceive 
that  anybody  would  be  so  foolish.  What 
will  be  the  destiny  of  the  Bill  in  Ireland  ? 
The  hon.  and  learned  M<srcvW  W^*  Ox- 
ford aces  o\\ty  oivfc  foxt^pc — *8&&  ^R&ss^  vK 
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the  landlords.  He  says  that  if  the  land- 
lords are  actuated  by  an  avaricious  desire 
to  extort  too  much  from  the  tenants —  ( 
that  is,  not  to  deal  with  them  on  fair 
terms — the  Bill  will  be  a  failure.  But ' 
there  is  great  difficulty  sometimes  in 
deciding  what  are  fair  terms.  Are  the 
tenants  to  decide  that  1  Or  is  a  committee 
appointed  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber himself  to  decide  what  really  are  fair 
terms?  Ido  not  anticipateany  difficulty  on 
the  landlords'  side,  and  I  am  speaking  as 
a  landlord.  I  do  not  anticipate  at  all 
any  danger  of  the  Irish  landlords  trying 
to  extort  too  much  out  of  the  tenants  in 
bargaining  for  the  sale  of  their  farms.  I 
think  this  is  a  great  opportunity  both 
for  landlords  and  tenants,  and  the 
landlords  are  not  so  blind  as  not  to  see  it 
in  the  light  I  see  it.  Nevertheless,  it  is 
essentially  a  tenants*  Bill,  brought  in  for 
the  tenants  and  not  for  the  landlords 
The  Bill  gives  a  fair  opportunity  to  a 
landlord  to  sell  his  estate  and  at  the 
same  time  to  enable  him  to  live  in 
Ireland.  That  is  what  I  have  always 
claimed  for  the  class  to  which  I  belong. 
I  cannot  see  any  danger  at  all  from  the 
landlords  in  their  refusal  to  accept  fair 
terms  from  the  tenants,  but  1  do  see 
danger  from  the  tenants.  The  danger 
that  appears  to  me  to  be  in  front  of  the 
Bill  lies  in  the  fact  that  there  is  such  a 
thing  in  Ireland  as  the  Land  Commission, 
which  was  created  to  fix  fair  rents,  but 
which  has  since  become  an  organisation 
to  reduce  rents,  quite  apart  from  the 
consideration  whether  they  are  fair  or 
not.  That  is  so,  because  agricultural 
produce  has  not  fallen  in  Ireland  since 
1887.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  risen 
since  then,  but  the  reduction  of  rents! 
has  gone  steadily  on.  The  landlord  knows! 
perfectly  well  when  the  Lard  Com-| 
mission  send  down  in  nineteen  cases  out  I 
of  twenty  they  will  view  the  land — I  | 
believe  they  taste  it — and  then,  after 
conferring  and  thinking  together,  they 
will  reduce  the  rent  by  at  least  20  per 
cent.,  and  very  often  more.  I  see  great 
danger  in  the  Irish  tenants  getting  the 
idea  into  their  heads  that  when  they  are 
asked  whether  they  would  like  to  buy 
their  farms  or  not,  it  will  be  better  to 
wait  for  a  few  years  longer  for  the 
regular  reductions  of  the  Commissioners 
rather  than  buy  their  iaTms  and  become 
the  tenants  of  the  British  Goveuimtw^ 
Colonel  Saundcrson. 


because,  while  the  Bill  will  only  give  a  re- 
duction of  15  per  cent.,  the  Land  Com- 
mission might  give  a  reduction  of  from 
20  to  30  per  cent.  I  hope  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Waterford  and 
his  friends  will  do  their  best  to  make 
the  Bill  a  success  by  not  trying  to  drive 
the  landlords  to  make  impossible  con- 
cessions in  selling  their  land,  but  will 
persuade  the  tenants,  over  whom  they 
undoubtedly  have  so  much  influence,  to 
accept  fair  and  reasonable  terms.  If  the 
tenants  will  accept  reasonable  terms  the 
Bill  will  run  smoothly,  but  otherwise  it 
will  not. 

Reference    has    been     made    by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Waterford 
to  Home  Rule,  but  I  believe  that  so  far 
from  promoting    Home  Rule    the  Bill 
will  have  the  exactly  opposite  effect    I 
believe  it  will   take    out   of  the    hands 
of  the  Irish  political  agitators  a  great 
lever    which     enabled    them     to    hold 
out   to  the  Irish    people    the    not   far 
distant  prospect  of  getting   their  land 
for  nothing.     I    hope  that  under  the 
beneficent  shadow  of  the  Bill  will  arise 
not  only  peace  but  loyalty.      I  do  not 
think  you  can  buy  the  loyalty  of  the  Irish 
people  by  any  Land  Bill,  for  that  is  a  thing 
which  you  cannot  buy.      At  the  same 
time   1   think    the  passage   of  this  Bill 
must   prove   and    bring    home    to  the 
quick-witted  minds  of  the  Irish  people, 
that  this  country,  far  from  being  their 
enemy,  is  really  their  friend.     To  obtain 
the  loyalty  of  the  Irish  people  is  after 
all  the   most   valuable    thing    we    can 
purchase.      It   is    a    matter    of    happy 
augury  that  the  visit  of   the  King  to 
Ireland   synchronises  with    the  passage 
of  this  Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  I  believe  that  the  King's  way  is  the 
way  to  the  hearts  of  the  Irish  people. 
If  the  Sovereign  of  these  realms  repeats 
his  visit  frequently  there  will  be  borne 
into  the  minds  of  the  Irish  people  that 
the  King,  and  the  people,  and  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  Parliament  are  really 
desirous  of  being  friends  of  Ireland.    We 
are  turning  over  to-day  a    new  page  in 
the  history  of  Ireland.     In  former  page* 
I  regret  to  say   there   are    many    blots 
and  stains  which  we  all  desire  to  wipe 
out  and  if  possil  le  to  forget.     In  turning 
down  this  new  page  we    hope  the  ok 
pages    will     be    obliterated     from   the 
*  memor}  <&  Iceland  for  ever,  and  that 
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upon  the  new  page  will  be  inscribed  the 
happiness,  the  peace,  the  prosperity  and 
the  loyalty  o    Ireland. 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL  -BANNERM AN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
has  said  a  good  many  things  with 
which  I  cannot  find  it  in  my  heart  to 
agree,  but  he  has  said  two  things  with  j 
which  I  most  cordially  agree — namely, 
at  the  end  of  his  speech  the  aspirations 
he  has  expressed  for  the  future  peace 
and  contentment  and  prosperity  of 
Ireland,  and  at  the  commencement  his 
warm  recognition,  in  which  I  am  sure  we ' 
all  join,  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
Chief  Secretary  conducted  the  pro- 
ceedings connected  with  this  Bill  in  this  J 
House.  Reference  has  been  made  to  the  i 
ability  and  the  labour  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  bestowed  upon  this 
Bill ;  but  I  think  even  more  conspicuous 
than  that  is  the  conciliatory  spirit  and  the 
elasticity  and  adaptability  he  has  dis- 
played, which  are  probably  the  highest 
qualities  of  a  Minister  in  conducting  a 
Bill  of  this  character.  The  Chief  Sec- 
rotary  might  say  with  a  great  degree  of 
truth  "Alone  I  did  it,"  so  far  as  the 
Government  is  concerned.  I  have  not 
observed,  so  far  as  I  have  been  present, 
that  he  has  ever  had  the  support  and 
encouragement  of  any  Cabinet  Minister 
on  the  front  Ministerial  Bench — at 
any  rate,  very  rarely  indead.  He  has 
had  the  presence  of  the  two  law 
officers  for  Ireland,  which  is  a  some- 
what unusual  advantage  for  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Irish  Government 
in  this  House,  but  they  also  have 
taken  but  a  scanty  part  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Bill.  The  Chief  Secretary  has  been 
supported  also  by  the  Solicitor-General 
for  England,  who  by  his  languid  presence 
has  shown  us  what  is  meant  by  a  minimum 
of  support,  and  has  exhibited  an  unpleasant 
uncertainty  whether  his  silence  was  the 
silence  of  admiration  or  the  silence  of  tre- 
pidation. [An  Hon.  Member  :  A  golden 
silence.l  To  the  Chief  Secretary  credit 
is  due  for  the  passage  of  this  Bill  and  we 
congratulate  him  upon  it.  I  repeat  now 
what  1  have  said  before,  that  we  ought  to 
congratulate  the  Irish  Members  upon  both 
sides  upon  the  spirit  they  have  displayed 
throughout  these  debates.  As  to  the 
House  itself,  not  an  insignificant  portion 
of  hon.  Members — I  have  spoken  of  them 
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upon  a  previous  occasion — have  been  in 
the  state  of  mind  of  a  shy  horse  being  led 
up  to  an  awkward- looking  obstacle — some- 
how or  other  they  have  been  led  past  the 
object  which  they  regarded  in  that  light, 
and  they  have  wisely  left  the  matter 
mainly  in  Irish  hands.  I  was  amused 
when  I  heard  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man who  has  just  sat  down,  giving  a 
somewhat  belated  philippic  on  Home  Rule. 
Why,  Sir,  we  have  had  St.  Stephen's  Green 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  We  have  had 
an  anticipation  of  the  future,  and  I  think 
the  Irish  Members  on  both  sides  have 
done  much,  by  the  way  in  which  they 
have  behaved,  to  lessen,  at  all  events,  the 
fears  with  which  any  considerable  altera- 
tion in  the  mode  of  governing  Ireland  has 
been  contemplated  hitherto  by  some 
people  in  this  country.  When  I  said  St. 
Stephen's  Green  I  meant  College  Green. 

Mr.   WILLIAM   REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.):  It  isn't  far  off*. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNER- 
MAN  :  The  object  of  those  who  arj 
not  Irish  Members  has  been  mainly 
to  protect  Imperial  interests,  and  Im- 
perial interests  are  bound  up  in  the 
contentment  and  prosperity  of  Ireland. 
We  are  all  in  the  habit  of  saying  when 
the  occasion  arises,  that  the  greatest 
British  interest  is  peace.  The  great 
British  interest  in  Ireland  is  that  the 
people  in  Ireland  should  behappy  and  pros- 
perous, and  it  is  because  we  have  believed 
that  this  Bill  offers  a  probability  of  some 
result  of  that  sort  that  we  have  given  it 
support,  even  when  it  appeared  to  be  a 
risky  and  dangerous  measure  for  the 
financial  interests  of  our  country.  Our 
object  has  been  to  make  conditions  such 
as  should  secure  a  permanent  settlement 
so  far  as  the  Bill  operates,  and  punctual 
and  regular  fulfilment  of  the  obligations 
incurred  by  the  cultivating  classes  in 
Ireland.  On  the  previous  stages,  there- 
fore, I  have  been  careful,  for  my  part,  to 
reserve  my  full  right  of  action  at  this 
stage  if  we  did  not  think  that  these 
conditions  were  fulfilled.  But  some 
changes  have  been  made  in  tho  Bill, 
which  I  regard,  at  any  rate,  as  material 
improvements  from  that  point  of  view — 
above  all,  the  removal  of  that  limit  which 
is  the  maximum  or  the  minimum  accord- 
ing as  you  regard  it,  ^\A^V\Ov\  wS&wo&k^ 
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hard  terms  upon  the  purchaser.  Practi-  J  began  the  work  of  the  Committee, 
cally  we  have  been  nothing  but  onlookers  through  sheer  force  of  habit  I  suppose, 
in  this  matter,  and  although  we  are  !  there  were  one  or  two  divisions,  but  after 
hopeful  of  the  result,  it  would  be  perhaps  i  that  there  were  no  divisions  at  all  until 
too  much  to  say  that  we  are  sanguine,  i  a  stormy  spirit  on  the  other  side,  roused 
How  far  will  this  measure  sweep  into  |  to  unusual  feeling  by  some  proposal 
the  net  of  purchase  all  the  estates  of  likely  to  benefit  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
Ireland  1  It  is  quite  clear  that  if  you  '  provoked  a  division, 
leave  the  two  classes  of  estates  still  exist- 

ing  in  many  parts  of  the  country  you  ,     Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  b.) :  1 
will  always  have  unrest  and  discontent.  ,  think  my   right  hon.   friend  is  wrong. 
How  far.,  therefore,  will  those  terms  be  ,  The  stormy  spirit  was  on  that  side, 
accepted  by  the  landlord  and  the  tenant 

on  their  respective  sides?  I  cannot  but  j  Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
think  that  it  would  have  been  better,  j  When  I  say  a  stormy  spirit  I  naturally 
seeing  that  the  bonus  is  the  great  |  look  towards  him.  But.  at  any  rate, 
inducement  for  landlords  to  enter  into  ;  there  have  been  almost   no  divisions  in 


an  arrangement,  if  there  had  been  a 
period  stated  within  which  the  idea  of 
'disposing  of  their  property  must  be 
accepted   by   them.     I  do  not  mean  a 


the  course  of  the  Bill,  and  the  whole 
matter  has  been  the  subject,  not  of  care- 
lessness, not  of  indifference,  on  the  part 
of  those  interested,  but  of  the  most  care- 


period  within  which  the  transaction  ;  ful  scrutiny  and  the  most  earnest  desire 
must  be  completed,  or  even  entered  j  to  compromise  and  to  arrive  at  a  satis- 
upon,  but  within  which  the  willingness  ;  factory  and  equitable  solution.  In  these 
to  deal  should  be  recorded,  because  then  j  circumstances  I  am  not  afraid  of  any- 
this  bonus  would  have  been  in  fuller  thing  that  may  be  done,  but  let  the 
operation  than  it  will  be  now.  I  am  '  House  bear  in  mind  before  we  part  with 
afraid  there  will  still  remain  much  land  !  this  Bill  that,  as  my  right  h jn.  friend 
held  under  the  old  system,  and  that  \  the  Member  for  Montrose  said  of  it,  it  is 
after  all  you  will  have  to  have  some  I  more  than  a  great  agricultural  or 
compulsory  measure  in  order  to  complete  '  agrarian  reform,  it  is  a  social  and  a 
the  whole  transaction,  because  without  I  political  revolution.  There  is  no  ques- 
uniformity  I  do  not  see  how  there  can  ,  tion  that  when  this  Bill  is  fully  carried 
be  general  or,  at  any  rate,  universal  i  out  it  will  change  fundamentally  the 
contentment.  But  so  far  as  it  goes  ,  relations  between  the  Imperial  Govern- 
we  recognise  that  there  has  been  a  ;  ment  centred  in  this  country  and  the 
strenuous  desire  on  the  part  of  all  those  cultivating  classes  in  Ireland.  It  is  a 
concerned  to  find  an  arrangement  which  j  tremendous  social  and  political  change 
would,  at  all  events,  over  the  greater  |  — a  change  I  trust  very  much  for  the 
part  of  Ireland  bring  about  the  desired  benefit  both  of  Ireland  and  of  the  rela- 
result,  and  we  earnestly  hope  that  these  tions  between  the  two  countries.  But 
expectations  and  hopes  may  not  be  I  we  have  only  to  live  in  hope — we  can 
deceived.  Something  has  been  said  about  \  have  no  certainty— and  it  is  with  no 
the  future  of  this  Bill  in  another  place.  •  more  than  a  strong  hope  of  the  desired 
How  will  it  fare  when  it  reaches  that  other  j  result  being  attained  that  we  support  the 
place  1  I  do  not  myself  anticipate  much  Third  Reading  of  this  Bill 
chance  of  material  alteration  in  the  Bill  in 

the  House  of  Lords.  Icanuot  imagine  that  j  TuE  pRIM£  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
after  the  career  this  Bill  has  had  through  lqkD  of  the  TREASURY  (Mr  A.  J 
the  House  of  Commons  where  the  Irish  \  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)  :  We  have 
people  and  the  Irish  landlords  are  directly  now  heard  upon  this  concluding  stage  of 
and     constitutionally     represented,    an    the  1 8eries  of  deDates   whichhafe 

arrangement  agreed  to  under  such  con-  uken  place  on  this  BiU  the  leadep  d 
ditions  and  under  such  experiences  '  the  Nationaiist  party  in  Ireland  .one  « 
can  be  materially  set  aside.  There  ;  the  most  distinguished  representatives  d 
never  has  been  a  great  Bill  passed  throughilandlordsinthis  Hou8e>  and  jthe  lcider 
Committee  in  this  House  in  such  a  way  I  0(  the  Opposition.  If  I  come  after  the 
and  under  such  conditions.  ^NYk&u  Nie\xAo»%Xi  A  w«cXa\\fcwakI  shall  be  abb  to 
Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman. 
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imitate  those  who  have  preceded  me  in 
the  debate  in  introducing  no  harsh  note 
of  discord,  or  indeed  touching  any  note  at 
all  except  that  of  warm  congratulation  to 
all  those  who  have  been  concerned  either 
in  the  framing,  debating,  or  passing  of 
this  measure.  On  no  point  has  there 
been  any  sharp  difference  of  opinion  ex- 
pressed this  afternoon,  and  on  one  point 
there  has  been  absolute  unanimity.  That 
point  is  the  skill,  the  tact,  the  eloquence, 
the  judgment,  and  the  knowledge  dis- 
played by  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Chief 
Secretary  foi  Ireland,  who  ought  now  to 
be  reaping  the  reward  of  his  labours  in 
hearing  the  congratulations  passed  upon 
him  by  such  competent  judges,  and  whose 
place  owing  to  his  enforced  absence,  I  am 
unworthily  filling.  I  noticed  with 
interest  that  while  there  was  no  serious 
expression  of  difference  of  opinion  on  any 
point,  there  was  a  good  deal  of  cross 
advice  given — I  mean  advice  from  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  House  to  different  people 
outside  the  House,  and  it  is  very  natural 
that  it  should  be  so.  The  leader  of  the 
Nationalist  Party  gave  some  very  good 
advice  to  the  House  of  Lords  and  the 
landlords,  and  my  right  hon.  and  gallant 
friend  gave  some  very  good  advice  to  the 
tenants.  [An  Hon.  Member:  And  to 
the  House  of  Lords.]  Yes,  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  advice  going  round  to  every- 
body concerned.  I  hope  and  believe  that 
in  spirit  that  advice  will  be  taken  by  all 
the  parties  to  whom  it  was  addressed, 
and  I  have  very  little  doubt  it  will  be  so. 
For  my  own  part  I  have  been  reproached 
indirectly  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  for  not  having  given  the  benefit 
of  my  presence  and  support  to  my 
colleague  during  the  passage  of  the  Bill 


through  the  House. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I  merely  stated  the  fact. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  fact  is 
perfectly  accurate.  But  I  think  it  will 
be  admitted  by  those  who  have  watched 
my  right  hon.  friend's  work,  that  I  would 
have  paid  a  poor  compliment  to  him  or 
the  House  if  I  had  indicated  that  my 
presence  was  necessary.  If  I  have  not 
been  present  during  the  debates  in  the 
Committee  stage  of  this  Bill  those  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  who  rcmemb?r  what 
has  passed  on  previous    occasions   will 


|  easily  believe  me  when  I  say  that  there 
1  is  no  subject  of  legislation  with  which 
I  this  House  could  possibly  occupy  itself  in 
r which  I  feel  greater  interest  than  that 
| affecting  Ireland.  This  Bill  advances — 
j 1  had  almost  said  made  the  last  and  final 
(advance,  but  at  all  events,  greatly  ad- 
j  vances — two  of  the  causes  which  I  have 
[most  at  heart  in  relation  to  our  Irish 
I  policy.  I  mean  that  it  advances  the  ques- 
I  tion  of  land  purchase,  and  advances  the 

I  question  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board. 

I I  have  myself  in  days  gone  by  occupied 
I  many  hours  of  the  time  of  this  House  re- 
I  commending  to  its  acceptance  what  I  may 
|  call  the  parent  measures  which  have  now 
I  been  brought  to  so  admirable  a  conclusion 
[  by  the  joint  labours  of  the  tenants,  the 
I  landlords,  the  Government,  the  House, 
land  the  Minister  responsible  for  Irish 
I  affairs  in  this  House.  The  Congested 
I  Districts  Board,  I  believe,  by  this  Bill 
I  will  be  yet  further  strengthened.  It  will 
I  be  enabled  to  carry  on  that  work  which 
I  is  peculiar  to  a  portion  of  Ireland,  and 
I  which  nothing  but  special  organisation 
I  could  carry  on  in  Ireland  efficiently. 
I  And  as  to  the  policy  of  land  purchase,  as 
I  long  as  I  remember  anything  in  this 
I  House,  I  remember  that  I  have  been  an 
1  earnest  and  not  an  unpractical  advocate 

of  that  great  scheme,  and  I  have  been 
I  an  advocate  of  it  not  as  a  politician  but 
I  as  a  social  reformer.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
'  man  who  opened  the  debate  this  after- 
'  noon,  and  my  right  hon.  and  gallant 
I  friend  have  both  from  their  own  particu- 
;  lar  points  of  view  given  their  judgment 
\  as  to  what  effect  this  Bill  will  or  will  not 
|  have  upon  the  great  political  controversy 
J  connected  with  the  constitutional  govern- 
ment of  Ireland.  I  decline  to  look  at  the 
Bill  from  that  point  of  view.  Even  if  I 
were  convinced  that  this  Bill  was  a  step 
in  the  direction  of  Home  Rule,  I  should 
still  think  I  was  doing  the  very  worst 
service  to  the  great  Unionist  cause  if  I 
said  it  was  bound  up  with  the  mainten- 
ance of  a  condition  of  things  in  Ireland 
which  no  man  could  look  upon  without 
the  profoundest  dissatisfaction.  I  do  not 
think  this  Bill  will  help  Home  Rule  in 
Ireland.  I  do  not  know  that  it  will  have 
any  effect  on  it  one  way  or  the  other, 
but  I  abstract  my  mind  altogether  from 
these  considerations  vol  <L*a&fc%  nk>£^ 
ihia  matter.     TV*   W&assa*   ^^  \>sw^ 
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to  do  is  to  remove  the  blots  in  our  land  ! 
legislation  in  Ireland — blots  which  are  due 
to  historical  causes  of  great  antiquity,  but 
whose  effect  has  gone  on  and  very  often 
been  augmented  by  the  very  remedies 
we  have  tried  to  apply  to  them,  until 
it  reached,  after  the  legislation  of  1881, 
the  point,  as  I  think  I  have  before 
said  to  the  House,  that  put  the  Irish  land 
system  in  the  unenviable  situation  of 
being  probably  the  worst  land  system  in 
the  world,  and  of  combining  the  defects 
of  every  conceivable  system  within  its 
own  limits.  That  is  a  position  which 
ought  not  to  be  tolerated :  and  I  rejoice 
beyond  measure  to  think  that  the  day  has 
at  last  come  when  very  considerable  efforts, 
but  compared  with  this,  the  tentative 
measures  which  have  already  been  passed 
on  this  matter,  will  find  their  final  con- 
summation in  the  great  Bill  which  I  hope 
will  soon  become  an  Act. 

Of  course  our  controversy  remains. 
Of  course  it  is  true  that  after  this 
Bill  becomes  law,  and  even  if  it  has 
all  the  success  which  we  hope  and 
believe  it  will  have,  the  great  Irish 
controversy  will  remain.  I  do  not  doubt, 
I  never  have  doubted,  that  one  great 
alteration  it  will  effect.  The  political 
controversy  between  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  and  what  I  believe,  at  all  events, 
is  the  great  mass  of  the  public  opinion 
on  this  side  of  St.  George's  Channel,  will 
no  longer  be  embittered  by  those  social 
wrongs  which  ought  to  be  fought  on  fair 
terms,  and  which  have  made  it,  in  some 
respects,  and  in  some  of  its  phases,  dis- 
creditable, and  in  the  highest  degree,  pain- 
ful. I  hope  all  that  has  now  been  brought 
to  an  end,  and  I  trust  that,  henceforth, 
Irishmen  fighting  for  what  they  believe, 
and  honestly  believe — namely,  that  a  great 
constitutional  change  is  desirable  from  the 
Irish  point  of  view,  will  no  longer  be 
tempted  into  any  other  more  dubious 
paths;  at  all  events,  that  they  will 
never  be  tempted  to  mix  up  two  quite 
different  controversies— the  controversy 
as  to  whether  you  should  or  should  not 
give  Home  Rule  to  Ireland,  and  the 
controversy  as  to  whether  you  should  or 
should  not  maintain  a  land  system  which 
was  costly,  which  was  unjust,  which  was 
complicated,  which  was  financially  burden- 
some, which  was  equally  injurious  to  the  j 
tenants  and  the  landlords,  and  the  sooner  , 
it  was  swept  away  the  \>etteT  tor  all  ^ 
classes    connected    with    agricxAtutti   \w 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 


Ireland.  That  this  may  be  the  result  of 
the  present  Bill  is  my  most  earnest  hope ; 
and  I  should  be  stultifying  every  action 
of  my  public  life  if  I  did  not  look  forward 
with  the  most  confident  belief  in  its 
success,  and  if  I  did  not  again  utter  my 
conviction  that  the  Irish  tenants  are  to 
be  trusted,  absolutely  trusted,  not  in 
obedience  to  any  man  or  to  any  motive, 
to  fulfil  the  obligations  they  have  under- 
taken to  the  British  Treasury :  and  if  I 
did  not  express  my  great  thanks  to  all 
those,  to  whatever  Party  they  belong, 
whether  they  represent  the  tenants  or 
whether  they  represent  the  landlords, 
who  have  shown  a  statesmanlike  modera- 
tion which  has  enabled  them  to  meet 
together  on  equal  terms  consulting  for 
the  common  benefit,  and  which,  almost 
for  the  first  time  in  Irish  history,  has 
prompted  these  classes,  so  often  foes,  to 
agree  upon  some  common  policy  by 
means  of  a  compromise  which,  like  all  com- 
promises, requires  some  sacrifices  on 
either  side.  It  may  require  some  sacri- 
fices both  on  the  one  side  and  on  the 
other,  but  it  is  destined,  I  hope,  to  be 
rich  in  the  fruits  of  contentment,  peace 
and  prosperity  to  all  who  lend  themselves 
to  this  great  work. 


Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.):  I  can  assure 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  North 
Armagh  that  he  need  not  fear  that  we 
shall  adopt  any  unreasonable  attitude  to- 
wards this  Bill.  I  can  assure  him  that  in 
so  far  as  the  Members  sitting  on  these 
Benches  are  concerned,  this  Bill  would 
have  absolutely  fair  play,  and  I  trust  that 
the  landlords  will  approach  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Bill,  when  it  becomes  an 
Act,  in  the  same  spirit.  In  my  opinion, 
the  great  question  whether  this  Bill  will 
give  -substantial  benefits  to  the  Irish 
people,  and  prove  so  to  be  the  beginning  of 
agrarian  peace  in  Ireland,  depends  almost 
entirely  on  the  spirit  and  method  in  which 
it  is  administered.  I  desire  to  point  out 
that  the  Government  has,  I  think  wiselv 
taken  the  whole  question-  of  administra- 
tion, in  the  present  instance,  into  their 
own  hands,  and  that  they,  therefore,  stand 
completely  responsible  for  this  great  De- 
partment, and  for  the  future  fortunes  of 
the  Act.  The  Government,  however  can- 
not be  surprised  if,  in  the  breasts  of  man? 
of  us  who  have  had  long  experience  of 
the  spirit  in  which  Irish  Acts  have  been 
\  ^m\\v\*to\^\*W*  exists  a  great  deal  of 
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doubt  and  misgiving  as   to  the  future] 
administration  of  this  Act.     That  mis- 
giving is  all  the  stronger  because  no  Land 
Act  has  ever  been  passed  by  the  House  of 
Commons  which  will  depend  more  for  its 
success  on  the  method  and  spirit  of  its 
administration  ;  for  its  characteristic  is 
that  it  is  elastic,  and  that  so  many  of  its 
provisions  have  been  drawn  somewhat 
vaguely,  and  with  the  desire  to  give  the 
utmost  scope   to  its  administrators.     I 
confess  that  my  misgiving  has  been  in- 
creased by  the  action  of  the  Government 
in  placing  Mr.  Wrench  in  the  position  of 
pre-eminence  he  still  occupies,  and  by  their 
action  .towards  Mr.  FitzGerald  and  Mr. 
Murrough  O'Brien  in  the  third  portion  of 
the  Bill.    But  to  come  to  the  Bill  as  it 
stands.     It  must  be  admitted  that  it  is 
immensely  better  than  when  it  was  in- 
troduced,  and  in  that  respect  I  share 
the  view  expressed  by  my  hon.  friend 
and  Leader  the  Member  for  Waterford. 
But  I  still  object,  in  the  first  clause,  to  the 
retention  of  the  two  limits  of  price,  feeliag 
as  I  do  that  it  sets  up  a  false  standard, 
running  a  risk  of  causing  friction,  which 
would   have  been  avoided  had  no  such 
limit  been  mentioned  in  the  Bill.     The 
tenants  of  Ireland  should  have  complete 
freedom  to  bargain  with  their  landlords  \ 
and  I  believe  that  if  the  landlords  approach 
this  question  in  a  spirit  of  reasonableness: 
and  conciliation  there  ought  not  to  be  any 
insuperable  difficulty   in   arriving    at   q, 
reasonable  price.     The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member   for  North   Armagh    expressed 
the   fear   that   the  tenantry   of    Ireland 
might  be  induced  to  abstain  from  avail- 
ing themselves  of  the  benefits  of  the  Act 
by  looking  forward  to  successive  reduc 
tions  for  the  next  fifteen  years.     But  I 
believe   that  such  dangers  are  entirely 
visionary.     The  anxiety  of  the  tenantry 
of  Ireland  is  so  great  to  obtain  proprietary 
rights  in  their  land,  and  to  lift  from  their 
shoulders  the  intolerable  burden  of  land- 
lordism and  all  its  concomitant  evils,  that 
the  risk  is  rather  in  the  other  direction, 
and  that  they  will  grasp  their  immediate 
advantage  without  consideration  of  their 
ability  to  meet  their  obligations  in  thi 
future.     I  am  sure  that  the  landlords,  on 
that  score,  have  nothing  to  fear.     If  they 
approach  this  great  question  of  price  in  a 
rational  and  fair  spirit,  then  I  believe  that 
this  Bill  will   work  smoothly,  so  far  as 
.the  general  sale  of  land  is  concerned,  and 
will  also  work  rapidly.     If  the  landlord 
VOL.  CXXV.      [Fourth  Series.] 


of  Ireland  are  sufficiently  unreasonable 
to  take  it  into  their  heads  that  on  the 
occasion  of  their  receiving  a  bonus  of 
£12,000,000  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
sale  of  their  lands,  this  was  a  suitable 
occasion  for  making  a  general,  all-round 
rise  in  the  price  of  the  land,  then,  of 
course,  friction  and  fresh  agitation  will 
arise. 

There  are  a  few  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  on  which  I  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two. 
First  of  all,  in  regard  to  the  reinstatement 
I  >f  the  evicted  tenants.    That  provision  has 
I  >een  made  immensely  better  in  the  course 
of  the  passage  of  the  Bill  through  Com- 
mittee ;  yet  I  confess  that  I  view  with 
alarm  the  tone  adopted  by  some  of  the 
landlords'  representatives,  inside  and  out- 
side the  House.     I  go  so  far  as  to  say 
that  if  we  could  be  certain  that  the  Bill 
would  be  administered  in  the  spirit  of 
the  speeches  of  the  right  hon.  the  Chief 
Secretary,    during  the   Committee    and 
Report  staces,  I  do  believe  that  it  would 
be     possible    to    reinstate    the    evicted 
tenants.      But    that  depends  upon  the 
iction  of  the  Commission,  on  the  spirit  of 
the  administration,  and  mainly  on   the 
spirit  in  which  the  subject  is  approached 
by  the  Irish  landlords.     I  say  that  the 
Irish   landlords  will  consult  their  own 
selfish  interest  by  seeing  that  the  tenants 
are  treated  in  the  most  generous  manner. 
Then,  as  regards  the  provisions  for  the 
resettlement  of   the  West  of  Ireland,  I 
deeply  regret  that  the  Government  could 
not  have  seen  their  way  to  meet  us  fully 
in  the  demand  we  made  on  this  particular 
point.    It  was  really,  practically  speaking, 
a  non-contentious  point.     None  of   the 
proposals  we  put  forward  threatened  to 
inflict  any  loss  on  the  landlord  party,  and 
this  particular  portion  of  the  Irish  land 
question  was  precisely  that  portion  which 
appealed  most  strongly  to  the  British 
public,  and  was  most  efficacious  in  secur- 
ing the  support  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.     And  it  appeared  to  us  that 
Article   14  of   the  Land  Conference  Re- 
port did  undoubtedly  suggest  or  imply 
a  provision  such  as  wo  endeavoured  to 
insert  in  the  Bill  in  Committee.     That 
Article  says — 

"  That  counties  wholly  or  partly  under  the 
operations  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board, 

,  or  other  districts  of  a  similar  character  (as 
defined  by  the  Congested  Districts  Board  Acts 
and  by  Section  4,  Clause  1,  of  Mr.  WyndhAs*!* 
Land  Purchase  Amendmeva^\\\^\\«^\»*^«^^N 
will  require  «&p&x«Xfe  «xu\  ^w^OT^  \a*»x»- 

I  ment,  wit\\  m  vibw  to  \>&*  \*sX\«t  ^afcT&wtow^  <sv 
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the  acceleration  and  extension  of  these  projects 
for  migration  and  enlargement  of  holdings 
which  the  Congested  Districts  Board,  as  at 
present  constituted,  and  with  its  limited 
powers,  has  hitherto  found  it  impossible  to 
carry  out  upon  an  adequate  scale." 

There  is  really  little  or  nothing  in  the 
Bill  which  will  affect  the  constitution  of , 
the  Board.     No  doubt,  I  recognise  that 
large  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
financial  resources  of  the  Board,  and  that 
in  some  important  minor  particulars,  its 
powers  have  been    extended ;    but    as 
regards  its  larger  powers  and  its  constitu- ! 
tion,  none  of  our  proposals  have  been 
accepted,   and  nothing    substantial    has1 
been  done  in  the  Bill.     That  I  must  say 
is  a  matter  for  very  great  regret.     It  is  a 
matter  which,  even  if  all  our  Amendments 
had    been    accepted,    would    not    have 
affected  to  the  extent  of  one  single  pound 
the  incomer  or  means  of  any  landlord  in  Ire- 
land.    There  was  one  thing  in  which  I 
was  disappointed  in  the  course  of  the  Com- 
mittee stage  of  the  Bill.     That  stage  was 
marked  by  a  great  deal  of  general  agree- 
ment on   many    points;  but  when   we 
arrived  at  this  particular  portion  of  the 
Bill,   not  one    landlord    supported   our 
demand ;  and  there  was  an  appearance  of 
indifference  on  this  all-important  question 
on  the  landlord  side.     We,  first  of  all, 
asked  for  compulsion,  and  I  confess  that 
to  my  mind  and  to  the  minds  of  many 
men  in  Ireland,  Article  14  of  the  Land  Con- 
ference appeared  to  point  to  compulsion  in 
those  particular  districts.     That  Amend- 
ment was  rejected  by  the  Government, 
although  it   was  admitted  that  we  had 
adopted   a  moderate    tone  throughout. 
When  we  were  beaten  on  compulsion, 
we   fell    back    on  pre-emption  ;  and  I 
think  the  Government    were    very  ill- 
advised  in  refusing  pre-emption  for  the 
settlement  of  these  particular  districts. 
Here  again  much   can    be  done,    even 
under  the  Bill  as  it  stands,  if  it  is    ad- 
ministered in  a  spirit  of  earnestness  and 
vigour.     If  it    is    not ;  and  if  the  old 
spirit  which  prevailed  in  the  administra- 
tion of  previous  Acts   gets    the   uppef 
.  hand,  then  I  fear  this  portion  of  the  Bill 
will  be  a  nullity  altogether.     I  think  it 
is  a  great  pity  that  the  Government  had 
not  sufficient  courage  in  connection  with 
this  particular  part  of  the  Bill.    I  fail  to 


prevent  this  part  of  the  Bill  being  made 
omplete  and  efficacious. 

I  wish  to  say  one  or  two  words  on 
the  finance  ot  the  Bill.  All  our  dis- 
suasions are  now  over ;  my  views  haTe 
not  been  accepted ;  still  I  hold  those 
views  exceedingly  strongly ;  and  now, 
on  the  Third  Reading,  I  must  repeat 
them.  I  think  one  of  the  great 
drawbacks  in  this  Bill — and  I  think  it 
will  be  found  out  before  the  Bill  has 
l>een  long  working — is  the  great  reduc- 
tion in  the  sinking  fund  and  the 
consequent  abolition  of  the  decadal 
reductions.  That  was  a  point  on  which 
the  Land  Conference  was  agreed.  If  the 
decadal  reductions  were  to  be  retained, 
it  was  manifest  that  you  must  retain  a 
sufficient  sinking  fund  which  should 
aever  have  been  allowed  to  fall  below 
L  per  cent.  The  stock  should  have  been 
ssued  at  2£  per  cent.,  and  the  annuity 
at  3£  per  cent.,  and  then  it  would  have 
been  possible  to  preserve  the  system  of 
decadal  reductions;  or,  if  the  tenant 
sleeted  to  refuse  the  decadal  reductions, 
the  whole  of  the  loan  would  have  been 
paid  off  in  about  forty-nine  years.  That 
would  be  infinitely  safer  for  the  State,  and 
far  better  for  the  tenant.  I  fear  that  that 
provision  in  the  Bill  is  a  very  great 
evil  which  will  prove  injurious  to 
the  tenant  and  to  the  whole  stability  of 
the  finance  of  the  Bill.  I  have  heard 
recently  of  certain  individuals,  some  of 
them  hon.  Members  of  this  House, 
talking  in  Ireland  about  the  great 
period  of  prosperity  which  is  before  the 
country  ;  and  that  people  had  better 
|  hurry  up  and  buy  their  land  before  the 
great  scheme  of  the  Colonial  Secretary 
gives  such  an  impetus  to  agriculture 
as  will  greatly  increase  the  land  value. 
I  wish  to  utter  a  word  of  warning  to  the 
Government  and  to  the  Irish  agricul- 
turists. In  my  opinion,  even  assuming 
the  Colonel  Secretary  carries  his  scheme, 
no  taxation  of  food  that  the  inhabitant* 
of  this  country  will  ever  tolerate  will 
bring  any  advantage  to  the  people  ot 
Ireland.  A  tax  on  corn  of  3s.  or  4s.  • 
quarter  would  injure  Ireland.  No  tax. 
except  an  all-round  tax — a  tax  on  meat, 
a  tax  on  mutton,  a  tax  on  butter- 
would  increase  the  value  of  Ir& 
land.  But  does  any  rational  hum** 
being  for  one  moment  suppose  that  sui 


see  where  the  opposition  came  liom  to   *  \uka*  ^oaaible  in  the  future.  Therefor 
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any  man  who  is  building  Castles  in  Spain  I 
as  regards  Irish  agriculture,  on  the  basis 
of  the  proposed  scheme  for  preferential 
duties  and  the  success  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  is  to  my  mind  building  on  an 
absolutely  shadowy  foundation,  even  if 
the  Colonial  Secretary  carries  all  his  pro- 
gramme. I  think  it  is  a  most  serious 
matter — and  that  is  the  reason  I  refer  to 
it  now — that  this  wise,  and  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  taxpayer,  most  valu- 
able provision,  of  a  reduction  at  the  end 
of  the  first  ten  years  of  14  per  cent,  and 
a  further  reduction  of  another  14  per 
cent,  at  the  end  of  another  ten  years, 
should  be  swept  away.  There  is  another 
consideration  also.  By  the  introduction 
of  this  new  set  of  purchasers  who  are 
to  pay  for  a  period  of  seventy  years 
the  same  annuities  without  any  reduc- 
tion whatever,  you  will  have  again 
the  old  argument  of  the  one  side  of 
the  hedge  and  the  other  side  of  the 
hedge,  which  must  produce  a  great 
deal  of  discontent,  particularly  when  the 
old  Ashbourne  purchasers  will  have  got  two 
reductions,  and  when  the  new  purchasers  the  tenants, 
see  before  them  a  period  of  sixty-eight  tonus.  Take 
years  without  any  reduction  at  alL 


A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  the 
bonus     in    this     country ;    and    it    has 
been  repeated   in  the  Press;  but  most 
of  what  has  been  said  has  been  really 
based     on     ignorance     of     the     whole 
philosophy    and   genesis   of    the   bonus. 
I    saw,    I    think    in    the     Daily    New 
the  other  day,  that   12,000,000  English  | 
sovereigns  were  to  be  handed  over  to  the  | 
Irish    landlords  to  sweeten    this    trans 
action.     That  is  not  true.     The  essence 
of     the    bonus   is    this;    that   whereat 
previously  the  Government  was  spending 
£750,000   a  year    in    maintaining    war 
between   landlords  and  tenants  in   Ire- 
land—  money     which     was    absolutely 
wasted — they   now  proposed  to  devote 
£390,000  a  year  of  that  money,  for  a 
limited  period,  to  the  purpose  of  bringing 
about  peace.     For  my  part,  I  sincerely 
regret    that    they    have     not     devoted 
£500,000    per    annum   to     the    bonus, 
because   that  would  enable   the  process 
to    develop    much    more   rapidly ;    and 
the   Imperial   taxpayer  would    not  lose 
sixpence  more  by  the  transaction.     That 
would  enable  the  work  to  proceed  much 


of  the  bonus,  I  think  the  percentage  has 
been  cut  down  to  too  low  a  figure.  After 
allowing  for  estates  in  the  Land  Judges' 
Courts  and  for  estates  that  will  not  be 
sold — I  am  afraid  there  are  certain  gentle- 
men in  Ireland  who  will  not  sell — I 
believe  that  the  £12,000,000  would  have 
been  amply  sufficient  to  give  15  per  cent, 
all  rouni  It  would  be  better  to  give  15 
per  cent,  all  round,  or,  at  all  events,  to 
those  who  sold  promptly,  rather  than  to 
create  the  impression  that  those  who 
hang  back  may  get  a  better  bonus,  as 
there  is  a  provision  in  the  Bill  to  revise 
it.  The  proper  policy  would  be  to  give 
the  best  bonus  to  those  who  come  in  first. 
Therefore,  in  that  respect,  the  bonus  is 
wrongly  distributed.  But  it  has  been 
wrongly  distributed  in  another  respect 
lso,  which  I  think  is  even  more  import* 
ant.  Take  a  landlord  with  an  estate 
worth  £5,000  a  year  in  Ulster  or 
Leinster.  He  gets  twenty  years'  purchase, 
which  may  be  held  to  be  a  fair  average 
price  for  good  estates  in  these 
provinces.    He  receives  £100,000  from 

'    and      £12,000     as     a 

another  estate  in  Con- 
naught  with  a  rental  of  £5,000  a  year. 
That  is  sold  at  fifteen  years'  purchase, 
which  is  a  fair  average  price  as  prices  go 
it  present.    The  landlord  gets  £75,000 
from  the  tenants,  but  only  £9,000  as  a 
bonus.      That  is  to  say,  that  the  man 
who    sells  an  estate    with  a    rental  of 
£5,000  for  £100,000  gets  £12,000  as   a 
bonus,     whereas  a  man  who  sells    an 
estate,  also   with   a   rental  of    £5,000, 
{or  £75,000,  only  gets  £9,000.    In  other 
words,   the  landlord  of  the  poor  estate 
who  has  to  sell  it  cheaper  sets  less  than 
the   richer    landlord.      That  is  an   un- 
[  reasonable  position ;  and  one  which,  for 
my   part,  I  cannot  believe  will   work. 
The  Bill  is  now  practically  safe.    I  con- 
clude it  will  not  run  any  serious  risk  in 
another  place.      It    leaves  this    House 
with  the  goodwill  of  the  Irish  Party ; 
and  with  a  pledge  from  us  that  we  will 
give  it  fair  play,  with  an  honest  desire, 
I  according    to    our    lights,   to   make  it 
1  work.     Although  I  do  not  want  to  say 
(anything  harsh  or  unpleasant  of   the 
[Chief  Secretary,  and  in   common  with 
I  other  speakers  who  have  addressed  the 


„  r.wwww_  ___„      House  I  feel  that  in  the  conduct  of  this 

more  rapidly  and  would  avoid  the  risk    Bill  through  the  House  he  has  displayed 
which   now  exists   of  friction  over  the    *n  admirable  knowledge o\i\>^^%\^^x»> *^ 
question  of  price.     As  to  the  distribution  t  great   da«A  ol   vpn^paXX^  *»&>  «^w^»^ 

3  A  «fc 


1347 


Irish 


{COMMONS} 


Land  BUI 


1348 


Parliamentary  gifts,  still,  I  cannot  but 
express  my  conviction  that  for  whatever 
benefits  the  Irish  people  may  obtain 
from  it,  they  will  have  primarily  and 
chiefly  to  thank  the  men  who,  during 
the  last  two  years  have  faced  coercion 
cheerfully,  have  endured  imprisonment, 
and  the  deprivation  of  civil  rights,  and 
who  have  by  their  sacrifices  brought 
about  a  situation  which  in  the  first 
place  rendered  it  necessary  to  introduce 
such  a  Bill,  and  in  the  second  place, 
made  it  possible  for  such  a  large 
measure  to  be  passed. 

♦MR.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  We  are  not 
merely  passing  the  Third  Reading  of 
the  Irish  Land  Bill  to-day,  we  are  also 
effecting  a  great  revolution,  we  are 
practically  undoing  the  English  conquest 
of  Ireland,  so  far  as  the  conquest 
rested  on  the  maintenance  and  establish- 
ment of  Irish  landlords.  That  is  what 
the  House  of  Commons  is  doing  by 
reading  this  Bill  a  third  time  to-day. 
This  Parliament  is  not  yet  three  years 
old,  the  General  Election  was  in  1900. 
We  had  the  election  without  any  promise 
of  a  Land  Bill;  without  the  slightest 
reference  to  the  land  question ;  we  had, 
in  fact,  a  nan  possumus  attitude  on  the 
part  of  the  Government.  Immediately 
after  the  election  we  had  a  bitter  cry 
from  the  West  of  Ireland,  where  trouble 
always  breaks  out  first,  and  where  it  is 
most  soon  felt.  Then  we  had  the  up- 
rising of  Ulster.  Following  that  we  had 
the  Bill  of  the  session  of  1902;  a  Bill 
which  failed  absolutely  to  meet  the  case, 
and  which  was  withdrawn  and  buried. 
Then  followed  a  proclamation  of  one 
quarter  of  the  Irish  counties  under  the 
Coercion  Acts,  resulting  in  the  im- 
prisonment of  a  score  of  Irish  repre- 
sentatives. No  doubt  they  broke  the 
law,  but  they  were  imprisoned  because, 
in  the  language  of  the  Prime  Minister, 
the  conduct  of  the  landlords  was  so 
infamous  that  it  could  not  be  tolerated 
any  longer.  Then  came  a  great  calm, 
and  the  Land  Conference,  and  then  this 
Bill,  by  the  passing  of  which,  after  it 
has  been  two  months  before  the  House, 
we  are  enacting  a  great  and  bloodless 
revolution.  During  the  eighteen  years 
that  I  have  been  in  this  House,  I  have 
heard  a  good  deal  about  the  men  who 
Jive  by  agitation,  I  have  been  called  an 

Mr.  Dillon. 


agitator  myself,  but  I  do  not  think 
there  is  one  person  who  has  been  en- 
gaged in  agitating  on  this  land  question 
who  will  not  be  glad  to  be  rid  of  it.  It 
is  only  right  in  these  circumstances  that 
we  should  endeavour  to  set  ourselves 
right  with  the  English  Members  of  this 
House  with  regard  to  the  future. 
Prophecy  is  not  profitable  at  any  time, 
and  I  am  not  going  to  prophesy  now  as 
to  what  will  happen  under  this  Ml.  I 
wish  only  to  point  out  certain  things 
that  cannot  possibly  make  for  a  final 
settlement  of  the  land  question  under 
this  Bill 

We    commenced    our    agitation    in 
this   House    with  a  demand    for   com- 
pulsion   two    years    ago.      We    believe 
compulsion  will  be  necessary,  we  did  not 
think  or  say  that  compulsion   would  be 
required  all  over  the  country,  but  we  do 
maintain  that  no  matter  what  this  House 
may  do,  a  certain  number  of  landlords 
will  not  sell,  and  compulsion  is  necessary 
for  them.     There  are  landlords  in  Ire- 
land who  will  not  sell  under  any  circum 
stances,   and    even  now    the     landlord 
organs  in  Ireland,  the  Irish   Times  and 
the  Daily  Express,  are  urging  and  inciting 
the  House   of  Lords  to  alter  this  Bill. 
and  are  saying  that  if  it  is  not  altered 
no  sales  will  take  place  under  it  when  it 
becomes  an  Act.     I  state  this  to  make  it 
clear    in    future  that    this   cannot    be 
a  final    settlement.     The    Government 
would  not  accept  our  policy  of  compul- 
sion, and  if  I  had  left  unsaid  what  I 
have    just    said   the   House    would    be 
deceived.     Something   like  £20,000,000 
of  landed  property  is  at  present  in  the 
Land  Court,  as  to  which  we  have  the 
Prime  Minister's  word    that   it   is  the 
worst  of  the  landlords'  systems  that  can 
exist,  yet  we  have  not  adequately  dealt 
with   the    Land    Court    in     this    BiD. 
There    might   have   been   a   great  deal 
done  in    the   Bill    to    force  the    Land 
Judge  to  sell,  and  to  break  down  the 
wall     of     hundreds    of     receivers     by 
whom     he     is    surrounded     who    are 
only    too    content    to    see    things    as 
they    are.     We    have  also  to    face  the 
administration    of    this    Bill    when    it 
becomes  an  Act.     There   is  not  a  man 
in  this  House  who  does  not   know  and 
feel  that  the  Land  Act  of  1881,  if  it  had 
received   fair  play  at  the   hands  of  the 
Courts  of  Ireland,  would  have  long  ago 
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settled  the  land  question.  If  this  Bill 
when  it  becomes  an  Act  is  to  be  in- 
terpreted by  the  speeches  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  made 
upon  it,  then  it  will  be  all  right;  but  it  is 
not.  It  is  to  be  interpreted  by  Irish 
Judges,  and  those  who  have  to  adminis- 
ter the  Act  I  agree  that  so  far  as  the 
Estates  Commission  is  concerned  that  is 
a  great  improvement  on  the  past,  but  let 
us  remember  that  this  Act  will  go  through 
the  Courts  of  Ireland,  where  there  is 
very  little  sympathy  with  it.  I  agree 
with  reference  to  the  financial  part  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo.  The 
abolition  of  the  decadal  system  was 
rendered  absolutely  necessary  by  the 
smallness  of  the  sinking  fund.  A  Bill  of 
this  kind  cannot  be  passed  without  amend- 
ing Bills  being  brought  in  in  the  future, 
and  I  believe  the  finance  portion  of  the 
Act  will  break  down  ana  have  to  be 
amended  by  future  Bills.  I  do  not 
believe  the  general  taxpayer  has  any- 
thing to  fear  from  this  measure.  The 
tenants  who  are  allowed  to  purchase 
their  holdings  will  struggle  hard  to  meet 
their  obligations,  whatever  they  may  be, 
and  the  poorest  among  them  will 
struggle  the  hardest.  The  general 
taxpayer  will  be  paid  to  the  uttermost 
farthing,  and  so  far  as  the  bonus  which 
they  believe  they  are  going  to  pay  is 
concerned,  that  is  coming  out  of  an 
Irish  fund,  and  the  Treasury  will  take 
care  that  they  receive  repayment  in  full. 
I  take  leave  of  this  Bill  by  saying  that 
it  is  the  greatest  measure  passed  for 
Ireland  since  the  Act  of  Union. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  (Cork): 
The  Chief  Secretary  is  making  a  fortunate 
exception  to  the  old  maxim  that  the 
absent  are  always  in  the  wrong. 
Whatever  else  this  Bill  may  do,  it  has 
already  accomplished  one  thing  beyond 
yea  or  nay — viz.,  it  has  established  the 
Chief  Secretary's  Parliamentary  re- 
putation to  a  degree  which  certainly  his 
late  opponents  on  these  benches  will 
not  grudgingly  acknowledge.  If  only 
the  other  expectations  of  the  Bill  are  as 
happily  realised,  the  measure  will  have 
succeeded  in  accomplishing  perhaps  the 
most  revolutionary  change  that  has 
ever  taken  place  in  the  relations 
between  the  two  countries.  Whether 
the    Bill    will    effect  that    revolution  I 


cannot  undertake  to  prophesy,  but  there 
is  certainly  no  ground  that  I  can  see  for 
any  prophesy  of  evil.  The  success  of  the 
Bill  will  depend  in  the  main  upon  two 
things  of  which  we  are  not  the  masters. 
The  first  is  the  moderation  and  good 
sense  with  which  the  landlords  will,  i 
hope,  lay  down  a  business-like  basis  for 
purchase,  regardless  of  the  obstruction 
of  the  land  agents,  and  of  some  of  the 
absurd  and  impossible  prices  that  were 
originally  contemplated  in  Clause  1  of 
the  Bill.  The  second  point  upon  which 
the  success  of  the  Bill  will  depend — as  is 
the  case  with  nearly  everything  in 
Ireland — is  the  administration  of  the 
measure,  upon  whether  it  is  worked 
out  in  the  spirit  of  broad  and  liberal 
conciliation  in  which  this  whole  settle- 
ment has  been  conceived.  One  thing  it 
may  be  said  with  certainty  will  not  be 
missing,  and  that  is  the  most  thorough- 
going friendliness,  and  fair  play,  and 
goodwill  on  the  part  of  the  masses  of 
the  Irish  people,  and  a  determination 
not  to  indulge  in  any  mere  petulance  or 
rancour  upon  small  points,  so  long  as 
the  landlords  and  the  Estate  Com- 
missioners honestly  do  their  part  in 
working  out  the  great  scheme  of  con- 
ciliation which  within  the  last  'six 
months  has  transformed  the  face  of 
Ireland. 

There  are  two  or  three  points  in 
particular  upon  which  the  successful 
working  of  the  Bill  will  depend.  Tho 
first  is  that  the  new  purchasers' 
annuities  should  be  such  as  they  can 
cheerfully  look  forward  to  with  an  eye 
on  the  future.  That  was  a  cardinal 
principle  in  the  settlement  suggested 
by  the  Land  Conference.  The  second 
point  is  that  the  ample  powers  vested  in 
the  Estates  Commissioners  for  the  com- 
plete and  generous  settlement  of  the 
evicted  tenants  question  should  be 
exercised  in  the  spirit  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary's repeated  and  transparently  sincere 
declarations  that  it  is  his  desire  to  see 
all  the  bitterness  and  the  evil  memories 
connected  with  this  question  completely 
eradicated.  The  third  point  is  that, 
however  imperfect  the  constitution  and 
the  powers  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  still  are,  the  Board  should  take 
the  series  of  hints  givea  Vj  x3&s>  ^XCns^. 
Secretary,  taxn   on*t  *  nvw  \w*k,  w^ 
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exercise  for  all  they  are  worth  the  en- 
larged powers  given  by  this  Bill,  with  a 
view,  not  to  carrying  on  tinkering  opera- 
tions, but  to  transferring  the  people 
rapidly  and  in  large  numbers  to  the  land, 
in  which  all  their  hopes  are  centred.  I 
should  perhaps  add  another  point  which 
is  an  indispensable  condition  of  success — 
viz.,  that  the  Chief  Secretary  should  not 
forget  his  promise  to  the  labourers ;  and 
that  in  framing,  during  the  autumn, 
his  settlement  of  the  labourers  question, 
he  should  make  up  his  mind  that  the 
real  remedy  lies  not  in  any  mere  paltry 
tinkering  Amendment  of  the  existing 
Labourers  Acts,  but  in  giving  the 
labouring  population  in  the  South  and 
in  the  East  the  very  same  treatment  as 
vou  have  undertaken  towards  their 
brother  migrating  labourers  in  the  West. 
None  of  these  things  I  have  named  will 
involve  any  hardship  upon  the  landlords  1 
or  the  Treasury,  but  it  is  the  spirit  that  | 
will  be  shown  in  matters  of  this  kind 
in  the  administration  of  the  Bill,  that 
will,  more  than  any  statutory  enact- 
ments, go  to  decide  whether  the  present 
process  of  appeasement  and  conciliation 
is  to  go  to  a  length  that  twelve  months 
ago  would  have  been  beyond  belief.  1 
quite  agree  with  the  warning  of  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  North  Armagh,  that  the 
House  must  not  expect  too  much.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Waterf ord 
truly  reminded  the  House  that  this  Bill 
is  not  our  Bill.  It  is  not  the  Bill  of  the 
Land  Conference. 

I  do  not  care  to  go  back  upon 
these  matters  over  much,  but  perhaps 
some  of  us  may  be  excused  for  remem- 
bering that  the  three  weakest  points 
in  this  Bill  are  the  points  in  which  it 
departs  farthest  from  the  recommend- 
ations of  the  Land  Conference.  The 
first  of  these  point*  is  that  the  Bill  fails 
to  provide  the  two  years'  additional 
bonus  which  represents  exactly,  as  I 
believe,  the  difference  as  to  price  between 
the  landlords  and  tenants,  and  which 
would  have  obviated,  practically  speak- 
ing whatever  difficulty  or  frictior 
there  may  now  be  experienced  in 
settling  the  exact  basis  of  pur 
chase.  We  on  these  benches  remember 
gratefully  that  that  addition  to  the  bonus 
or  Purchase-aid-fund  was  suggested  as 
a  wise  policy  by  the  right  hon.  GentW 

Mr.  William  O'Brien. 


man  the  Member  for  Montrose,  and  the 
right  hon.   Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Berwick,  and  indeed  by  all  the  Members 
who  have  a  special  right  to  call  themselves 
the  party  of  retrenchment  and  of  economy. 
The  second  weak  point  in  this  Bill,  as  I 
regard  it,  is  one  of  which  the  hon.  Member 
for  Mayo  reminded  the  House,  namely, 
-  bat  the  Bill  fails  to  provide  the  new  pur- 
chasers with  those  three  ten-year  reduc- 
t  ions  which  the  Land  Conference  recom- 
mended and  which  would   relieve    the 
new    purchasers     of      any     substantial 
anxiety    as  to     the  future.       The  third 
ireak    point    is  the  failure   of    the  Bill 
to   fix    a  time     limit,  as    suggested    in 
the      Conference      Report.        But     all 
this  is  to  a  great  extent  a  question  of  spilt 
milk,  and  1  do  not  wish  to  go  back  upon 
it.     I  make  every  allowance  for  the  diffi- 
ulties  with  which  the  Chief  Secretary  has 
!  tad  to  contend ;  I  mention  these  matters 
simply  to  show  that  it  is  through  no  fault 
of  ours  that  the  Bill  is  to  some  extent 
marred  by  these   defects,  and  that  the 
i  uexplicable  troubles  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary  have  driven  him  to  reject  various 
other     Amendments     upon     which    the 
opinion  of   landlords    and    tenants  was 
absolutely  united.     I  wholly  agree  that, 
whatever  may  be  its  shortcomings,    the 
Bill  as  it  stands  is  a  great  Bill,  and  is 
<  capable  of  producing  better  and    wider 
results  than  any  Act  ever  passed  by  the 
English  Parliament  for    Ireland.      That 
much  may  be  said  with    certainty,   but 
r,he  House  will  not  expect  us  to  forget 
that    the  secret    of    its   success,   so  far 
is   it  is  a  success,  is  that  the  Bill   was 
really  created  and  discussed   in,  not  an 
English,  but  an  Irish   Parliament.     The 
time  has  not  come  for  pressing  this  Parlia- 
ment to  go  the  one  further  easy  step  of 
transferring  the    Irish  Parliament   from 
Westminster  to    College  Green.     I  am 
aware   that   the   right   hon.  and  gallant 
I  Gentleman  opposite  and  his  friends  have 
a  different  view  as  to  the  future,  and  I 
find  no  fault  whatever  with  the  references 
of  the  Prime  Minister  to  that  point  this 
afternoon. 

This  much,  I  think,  is  perfectly 
certain — that  it  will  be  the  fault  of 
English  statesmen,  and  not  of  the 
Irish  people,  if  the  future  of  the  Irish 
cause  does  not  develop  itself  upon  those 
lines  of  conciliation  and  peace  of  which  I 
hope  this  Bill  is  only  the  starting  point 
\¥xom\Jfcfc  outset  the  Irish  people,  through 
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their  National  Convention,  have  regarded 
the  Bill  in  a  friendly  spirit.  Thev  trusted 
my  hon.  and  learned  friend  and  nis  Party 
with  unlimited  authority  to  work  for  its 
Amendment,  not  with  any  sinister  or  hostile 
design,  but  with  the  honest  intention  of 
making  its  peace-bearing  operations  as 
widespread  and  permanent  as  possible. 
I  am  sometimes  amused  to  see  how 
Englishmen  and  English  newspapers 
marvel  at  the  moderate  and  reasonable 
spirit  now  prevailing  upon  the  Irish 
Benches.  They  are  sometimes  appar- 
ently a  little  alarmed  to  know  what  it 
is  all  about,  and  it  never  seems  once  to 
strike  them  that  it  is  in  themselves  and 
not  in  us  that  the  change  has  come 
about  I  know  of  nothing  that  ought 
to  give  Englishmen  more  pause  as  to 
their  capacity  of  governing  us.  There 
is  this  indisputable  fact,  that  there  never 
was  a  moment  in  all  this  long  and  bitter 
struggle  when  you  might  not  have  had 
peace,  and  exactly  the  same  peace,  upon 
the  same  terms  as  far  as  the  representa- 
tives of  Ireland  were  concerned,  and  you 
might  have  spared  yourselves  and  us 
twenty  years  of  misery  and  agitation. 
It  is  now  eighteen  years  since,  under  the 
inspiration  of  our  own  great  leader  of 
those  days,  I  gave  frank  and  loyal  assist- 
ance to  the  Liberal  Party  in  Mr.  Glad- 
stone's great  and  never-to-be-forgotten 
effort  to  bring  about  reconciliation  in 
Ireland.  I  did  so  in  exactly  the  same 
spirit  eighteen  years  ago  as  I  experience 
now.  Nothing  can  deter  me  now  from 
giving  an  equally  loyal  assistance  to  the 
present  Government  in  their  project  for 
the  abolition  of  landlordism.  I  think 
that  is  the  spirit  of  ninety-nine  out  of 
every  hundred  men  in  Ireland,  and  this 
is  more  especially  so  among  the  men 
who  have  fought  you  hardest,  and 
they  did  so  because  they  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  fight.  If 
this  Bill  is  only  administered  in  a 
proper  spirit,  and  if  the  landlords  dis- 
play that  wisdom  which  is  necessary  in 
their  own  interests,  and  which  they 
have  displayed  at  more  than  one  trying 
moment  when  this  Bill  hung,  as  it  were, 
by  a  thread,  I  am  sure  no  one  will 
grudge  the  Government  the  triumphs 
which  I  hope  will  await  their  policy,  and 
the  measure  with  which  their  names 
will  be  associated. 
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Mr.  SAMUEL  YOUNG  (Cavan,  E.) : 
As  the  oldest  Member  in  the  representa- 
tion of  Ireland,  may  I  be  permitted  to 
express  the  pleasure  I  feel  in  seeing  a 
Land  Bill  so  vital  to  the  well-being  of 
the  country  pass  its  Third  Beading.  I 
remember  agricultural  Ireland  for  long 
years  in  a  deplorable  condition,  without 
a  ray  of  hope  until  1870  and  1881, 
when  Mr.  Gladstone  took  pity  on  the 
country,  and  gave  to  the  farmers  a  local 
habitation  and  a  name ;  for,  until  that 
time,  they  were  no  more  than  chattels 
in  the  possession  of  the  owners  of  the 
soil,  many  of  whom,  I  acknowledge, 
were  very  good  considering  the  power  of 
decimation  which  was  in  their  hands. 
Now,  after  years  of  resistance  to  the 
claims  of  the  people  of  the  country,  and 
after  expedients  and  abortive  Land  Acts, 
which  were  only  the  patching  up  of 
torn  garments,  there  has  been  a  mysteri- 
ously favourable  change  of  attitude 
towards  Ireland — a  manifest  confidence 
in  the  people  which  time  will  prove  to 
be  well-placed.  In  the  maturing;  of  this 
measure,  negotiations  have  fallen  into 
good  hands,  not  only  at  the  Dublin  Con- 
ference, but  particularly  so  when  they 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  representing  the  Govern- 
!  ment,  whose  tact,  temper,  eloquence, 
and  ability  in  the  conduct  of  this  Bill 
will  not  be  forgotten  by  a  grateful 
people.  I  could  not  have  imagined  in 
my  youth  that  a  peasant  proprietary 
would  have  come  in  my  day.  It  has 
come.  The  Bill  will  produce  a  marvellous 
change  in  the  condition  of  the  people 
when  it  comes  into  operation.  It  will 
form  an  era  in  the  history  of  the 
country.  May  I  further  venture  to  say 
that  after  this  final  Land  Bill,  which  is 
real  legislation,  it  will  only  require  one 
or  two  similar  bold  steps  to  be  taken  by 
the  Government  to  make  Ireland  a 
strength  to  the  Empire,  and  her  people 
loyal  and  contented. 


♦Mr.  CLAUDE  LOWTHER  (Cumber- 
land, Eskdale) :  I  do  not  rise  with  the 
object  of  introducing  any  discord  into 
this  splendid  message  of  peace,  but  rather 
that  in  the  future,  when  the  seeds 
planted  to-day  have  developed,  when 
they  have  covered  Ireland  with  a  per- 
ennial growth  of    national  sarc&Ksfcs&ssefci^ 
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was  my  privilege  as  an  English  Mem- 
ber to  congratiuate  the  Chief  Secretary 
on  what  I  consider  to  be  the  greatest 
achievement  of  any  Statesman  in  the 
history  of  Ireland.  We  have  heard  this 
afternoon  a  general  interchange  of 
compliments  and  congratulations.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  congratulated  his  colleagues 
upon  the  very  conciliatory  way  in  which 
this  Bill  has  been  received.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Waterford  con- 
gratulated himself  upon  his  dexterous 
pruning,  cutting,  ana  general  readjust- 
ment of  the  measure.  Some  hon. 
Members  on  this  side  of  the  House 
congratulated  the  Chief  Secretary  on  his 
dexterous  piloting  of  the  Bill  through 
this  House.  But  what  of  the  Bill 
itself?  Personally  I  agree  with  the  Mem- 
ber for  South  Tyrone  that  this  Bill 
is  a  revolution  effected  without  revolu- 
tionary methods.  I  welcome  it  for  two 
reasons ;  first  of  all,  because  I  feel  sure 
that  it  will  bring  permanent  rest  to 
Ireland  from  the  acute  political  contro- 
versy in  which  she  has  been  plunged  for 
centuries ;  and  also  because  at  this 
moment,  when  the  attention  of  the 
country  is  drawn  into  other  channels, 
and  when  another  great  policy  is  before 
us,  it  conclusively  proves  that  in  spite  of 
the  ominous  predictions  of  sceptics  and  the 
tremblings  of  mediocrity — it  is  possible 
to  8 weep  away  difficulties,  which  at  the 
beginning  appeared  insuperable,  by  the 
exercise  of  genius  and  courage.  Beyond 
the  shadow  of  the  Land  Act  there  looms 
a  period  of  great  agricultural  prosperity, 
drawing  in  its  train  that  national  stability 
so  vital  to  national  credit.  National 
credit  to  Ireland  means  a  steady  flow  of 
capital  into  the  country — the  revival  of 
latent  and  the  creation  of  new  in- 
dustries; it  means  the  development  of 
her  great  fisheries  and  the  improvement 
of  her  navigable  rivers ;  it  means  the 
employment  of  a  greater  number  of  the 
population  on  its  own  soil,  and  conse- 
quently the  diminution  of  that  unhappy 
exodus  which  all  who  have  the  interests 
of  Ireland  at  heart  have  for  years  and 
years  deplored.  These  are  only  some  of 
the  blessings  that  will  accrue  from  this 
measure  which  the  Chief  Secretary 
has  presented  to  the  Irish  people. 
This  Bill  means  also  a  great  deal  to 
England.  I  hope  that  the  intellectual 
atmosphere  of  this  country,  now  that 
Mr.  Claude  Lowther. 


better  fellowship  exists,  will  be  permeated 
by  that  wit  and  brilliance  which  is  in- 
herent to  the  Irish  people.  And  I  am 
confident  that  England  will  find  a  lasting 
joy  in  the  nearer  union  to  the  Island 
that  she  loves. 


♦Mr.  TOMKINSON  (Cheshire,  Crewe): 
For  more  than  twenty  years  I  Lave 
taken  a  deep  interest    in    Irish  affairs 

]  and  in  all  measures  brought  forward  for 
the  better  government  of  Ireland.  In  a 
former  debate  my  hon.  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Scotland  Division  said  the 
speech  of  the  Prime  Minister  marked  an 
epoch  in  Irish  history,  inasmuch  as  it 
rung  the  deathknell  of  the  old  Irish 
land  system,  condemning  it  as  being 
hopelessly  and  incurably  bad  I  quite 
agree  with  the  hon.  Member,  but  think 

I  that  the  speech  of  the  Prime  Minister 
marked  an  even  greater  epoch  than 
that  to  which  he  alluded,  because  it 
seemed  to  me  that  there  was  almost 
for  the  first  time  on  the  part  of  the 
great  Party  sitting  on  these  benches 
and  its  leader,  a  spirit  of  sympathy  and 
conciliation  shown  towards  Ireland, 
a  disposition  to  approach  Irish  subjects 
from  the  Irish  point  of  view,  and  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  experience  of 
the  representatives  of  Ireland  in  the 
solution  of  Irish  problems.  If  it  was 
a  novel,  it  was  also  a  pleasing  experience 
to  see  hon.  Members  on  that  side  of  the 
House,  one  after  another,  rising  to  pay 
a  handsome  and  willing  tribute  to  the 
honesty  and  integrity  of  the  Irish 
tenant,  and  to  the  punctuality  with 
which  he  has  fulfilled  his  engagements, 
and  to  the  entire  safety  and  security 
with  which  British  and  Irish  money 
might  be  lent  to  them  for  the  purchase 
of  their  farms.  All  I  can  say  with 
regard  to  that  is,  Esto  perpetua  !  We  who 
sit  on  these  benches  rejoice  in  the  fact 
that  in  this  change  we  see  the  practical 
endorsement  of  many  of  the  principles 
we  have  advocated  for  many  years. 
Speaking  as  the  representative  of  an 
English  constituency,  I  should  like  to 
allude  for  a  moment  to  the  speech 
delivered  some  time  ago  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  the  Launceston 
Division.  He  said  if  this  Bill  were  to 
be  submitted  to  the  English  taxpayers 
they  would  not  consent  to  the  proposals 
it  contains.     I  should  reply  that  it  woud 
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depend  on  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
placed  before  them.  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  fairly  explaining  to  my 
constituents  the  peculiar  circumstances 
that  surround  the  question  and  the  ab- 
solute need  of  some  great  measure.  It  is 
quite  true  that  it  might  be  represented  to 
them  quite  truthfully  in  such  a  way 
that  they  would  not  readily  accept  it. 
The  case  of  a  second  term  rental  tenant 
paying  £10  a  year  rent,  and  by  this  Bill 
be  enabled  to  purchase  his  holding  by  an 
annual  payment  of  some  £7  only  in 
sixty-eight  years,  while  his  landlord  will 
still  receive  as  much  as  his  former  income 
from  him,  sounds  like  something  in 
44  Alice  in  Wonderland  " — with  a  fairy 
godmother  intervening. 

Yet  there  are  many  reasons  why  I  am 
quite  satisfied  that  the  arrangement 
proposed  by  the  Bill  is  a  fair  one,  and 
that  it  is  very  well  worth  while  to  carry 
it  out.  In  the  first  place  I  consider  that 
the  previous  Acts  in  this  direction  make 
the  situat  ion  altogether  impossible.  You 
could  not  have  the  Dillon  estate  and  the 
De  Freyne  estate  side  by  side  with  any 
hope  of  tranquillity  in  Ireland.  I  rejoice 
to  hear  so  many  tributes  in  this  House 
to  the  memory  of  the  great  statesman 
who  brought  forward  the  Act  of  1881. 
The  failure  of  that  Act  was  due  only  to 
its  want  of  finality.  The  readjustment 
and  revision  of  rents  coming  round 
periodically  naturally  made  it  the 
interest  of  the  tenants  not  to  improve 
but  to  depreciate  their  holdings.  That 
was  one  of  the  flaws  which  made  dual 
ownership  come  to  an  absolute  break- 
down. Over  and  above  that  we  look 
forward  to  the  probability  that  there 
will  be  immense  savings  of  expenditure 
in  Ireland.  We  must  also  remember  that 
Ireland  has  been  subjected  to  considerable 
over-taxation.  We  have  last,  but  not 
least,  of  the  many  reasons  that  could  be 
given  in  favour  of  tenant  proprietorship 
the  extremely  happy  experience  of  the 
results  of  land  purchase,  as  regards 
industry,  thrift,  and  cleanliness  which 
have  supervened  on  the  Dillon  estate. 
These  are  the  chief  reasons  which 
justify  a  great  effort  for  a  final  settle- 
ment, which,  if  successful,  will  be 
well  worth  the  cost.  In  my  opinion 
the  risk  to  the  taxpayer  is  absolutely 
nil.  in  the  first  place  there  is  the 
well  -  known     honesty    of     the      Irish 


tenants.  No  man  would  endanger  such  a  , 
splendid  arrangement  as  is  now  proposed 
by  any  attempt,  even  if  he  were  capable 
of  it,  to  repudiate  his  obligations.  But 
over  and  above  that  I  maintain  that,  as  a 
business  transaction  it  is  absolutely  sound, 
for  the  margin  of  security  is  ample  to- 

Erotect  the  advance  which  is  to  be  made 
y  the  British  Treasury.  It  is  nothing, 
like  the  whole  of  the  purchase  money, 
which  is  based  on  a  reduced  rental,  but 
only  to  buy  out  the  landlord's  interest. 
Practically  the  advance  will  be  little  more 
than  one-third  of  the  total  value  of  the 
holding,  and  therefore  there  will  be  a  far 
more  ample  margin  left  than  is  asked  on 
mortgages  on  such  transactions  in  Eng- 
land. There  is  one  point  on  which  the 
British  taxpayer  is  entitled  to  gratitude, 
and  on  which  some  sacrifice  is  being  made, 
and  that  is  the  fact  that  it  is  obviously 
impossible  to  exploit  the  credit  of  the 
nation  in  such  large  sums  as  will  be  re- 
quired for  this  scheme,  coming  on  the  top 
of  the  heavy  obligations  incurred  for  the 
carrying  on  of  the  late  war,  and  lately 
the  Transvaal  loan,  without  permanently, 
or  for  a  long  time,  depreciating  British 
credit  and  keeping  down  the  price  of 
Consols.  The  national  credit  is  a  great 
element  in  the  national  strength  and 
stability  of  a  nation,  and  the  nation  that 
can  raise  most  money  at  the  lowest  rate 
is  the  strongest  nation  in  the  end.  We 
have  to  face  the  fact  that  there  has  been 
in  the  last  six  or  seven  years  a  fall  in 
Consols  of  20  per  cent.  If  hon.  Members 
will  look  back  to  the  time  when  Consols 
reached  the  highest  point,  namely,  114, 
they  will  find  that  2£  per  cent.  Consols 
were  110.  They  have  been  down  to  90, 
and  they  are  only  about  92  at  the  present 
moment.  I  consider  this  a  very  serious 
depreciation,  and  I  hope  hon.  Members 
from  Ireland  will  recognise  that  the  tax- 
payer is  making  some  sacrifice.  I  hope 
also  they  will  bear  a  kindly  and  bene- 
volent feeling  towards  Liberal  Members 
for  the  absence  of  opposition  to  this  Bill, 
from  which  they  expect  Ireland  to  derive 
such  good  results.  I  hope  that  the 
evil  order  has  passed  away,  that  all 
things  will  become  new,  and  that 
the  great  source  of  strife  and  division 
will  be  removed.  That  poverty  will  dis- 
appear never  to  return  such  as  Carlyle 
wrote  of  when  he  compared  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Irish  sans  potato  a&  K*  <36&sA. 
him,  witAv  ttafc  <A  \ta*  mMrcutataA  \*&sss*k 
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the  French  Revolution,  stating  that  in 
his  opinion  the  latter  was  not  the  most 
miserable  but  only  the  second  miser- 
ablest  of  men.  I  hope  that  state 
of  things  will  pass  away  with  the 
wise  application  of  the  powers  for  the 
enlargement  of  holdings,  and  the  migra- 
tion, where  necessary,  of  the  people 
within  their  own  country.  There  is  one  I 
aspect  of  this  question  that  has  never 
been  noticed  in  this  House,  but  which  it 
is  obvious  is  not  for  the  true  interest  of 
this  country,  and  that  is  that  in  allow- 
ing the  expatriation  of  the  Irish  people 
we  have  been  destroying  one  of  the 
.finest  recruiting  grounds  for  our  Army. 
There  is  no  need  to  extol  the  services  of 
the  Irish  regiments,  for  since  the  time 
of  Marlborough  down  to  Pieter's  Hill  i 
and  Ladysmith  Hill  they  have  been  dis- 
tinguished for  their  deeds  of  valour.  I 
hope  this  Bill  will  be  passed  without  a 
dissentient  voice. 

♦Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
Molton) :  I  regret  to  have  to  introduce  a 
jarring  note  in  the  chorus  of  approval  that 
up  to  now  has  beslavered  this  Bill.  But 
after  all,  as  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  has  said,  I  was  waiting  to 
hear  what  the  British  taxpayer  was  going 
to  get  out  of  it.  He  is  going  to  incur  a 
serious  responsibility  of  Irish  land 
ownership,  in  a  most  one  sided  manner 
for  sixty-nine-and-a-half  years.  If  the 
Irish  land  goes  up  in  value  the 
Imperial  taxpayer  will  get  nothing  of  it. 
no  addition  can  be  made  to  the  tenants, 
rent  instalments  ;  and  if  it  goes  down  in 
value  he  will  have  to  bear  the  burden 
of  the  loss.  I  think  that  when  we  are 
to  pay  £12,000,000  in  order  to  have  the 
privilege  of  allowing  the  tenants  of 
Ireland  to  pay  their  landlords  an  exor- 
bitant price  for  their  farms,  some  voice 
should  be  lifted  up  on  behalf  of  the  long- 
suffering  British  taxpayer.  This  BUI 
brings  into  immediate  individual  contact 
400,000  tenants  of  Ireland  with  what 
they  regard  as  a  foreign  Govern* 
ment.  Mr.  Gladstone  denounced  this 
individual  contact  in  1886.  Person- 
ally, I  would  have  wished  to  bring 
in  some  Irish  authority  between 
the  tenants  of  Ireland  and  the  Imperial 
Government.  What  responsibility  rests 
on  the  Imperial  Government  ?  They  will 
have  to  collect  rents  from  130,000  tenants 
whose  farms  are  under  £4  value.  I  ask, 
suppose  you  have  a  time  of  agricultural 
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depression  what  rent  you  can  possibly 
screw  out  of  these  poor  people  1  Then 
you  have  275,000  tenants  whose  farms 
are  under  £10  value.  Again,  I  say,  if 
you  have  a  period  of  agricultural  distress 
— a  period  of  unusual  foreign  com- 
petition— everybody  knows  it  is  impos- 
sible to  collect  their  rents,  that  you 
cannot  evict  a  whole  country  side,  and 
that  the  Imperial  Government  will  hare 
to  bear  the  loss.  It  seems  to  me  in- 
explicable that  the  Irish  tenants  are  such 
models  of  probity  when  they  come  to 
pay  what  they  regard  as  a  foreign 
Government,  but  are  so  impregnated  with 
a  double  dose  of  original  sin  when  they 
come  to  deal  with  fellow  Irishmen  in 
I  Ireland  that  they  can  be  en- 
trusted to  pay  £5,000,000  in  instal- 
ments every  year  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment, but  that  they  cannot  be  trusted 
to  do  justice  to  Irishmen  amongst  whom 
they  live !  The  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury said  that  the  Irish  tenants  could  be 
trusted  to  pay  the  British  Government, 
but  that  they  could  not  be  trusted  to 
govern  themselves !  We  have  heard 
very  different  versions  as  to  the  effect  on 
Home  Rule  which  this  Bill  would  pro- 
duce. The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Waterford  said  that  it  promoted 
Home  Rule  ;  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Armagh  said  that  it  would  have  the 
opposite  effect ;  and  the  Prime  Minister 
thought  it  would  have  no  effect  at  all. 
How  are  we  to  reconcile  these  different 
authorities  ? 

I   want  to  draw     a   comparison   be- 
Itween     the      Irish      farmer     and     the 
British  farmer.     Comparisons  are  odious, 
I  know.     [An   Hon.    Member  on  the 
Irish     Benches:      Hear,      hear !]     The 
British  farmer  has  gone  on  for  years, 
I  and  years,  and  years  voting  for  his  land- 
lord's Party ;  he  has  got  to  pay  a  competi- 
tion rent,  and  he  will  have  to  pay  it  to  all 
eternity  or  will  be  liable  to  be  turned 
out  of  his  farm  on  twelve  months'  notice. 
The  Irish  farmer  has  got  security   of 
tenure ;  he  can  sell  his  interest  in  the 
soil ;  he  has  38  per  cent,  reduction  on 
second-term  rents.     Is  he  satisfied  1    Not 
I  he.     He  wants  to  get  10  per  cent,  re- 
I  duction  more  on  that  38  per  cent,  which 
will  make  48  per  cent,  reduction  on  his 
I  original  rent.    In  other  words,  he  will 
have  to  pay  £52  where  he  used  to  pay 
I  £100.    He  may  get  another  20  per  cent- 
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reduction  and  that  will  make  him  pay 
£32  where  he  paid  £100.  But  what  is 
more,  in  sixty-nine-and-a-half  years  he 
will  become  the  owner  of  the  soil !  The 
British  farmer  excites  himself  about  a  shil- 
ling duty  on  corn.  The  Irish  farmer  does 
not  excite  himself  at  all.  I  remember  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Sleaford  poured  thunders  of  indigna- 
tion on  the  Prime  Minister  for  repealing 
the  shilling  duty  on  corn.  The  Irish 
farmer  did  notcare  a  rushfortheright  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Sleaford,  but 
did  care  for  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork. 
He  has  no  delusions  on  the  subject,  and 
by  trusting  to  his  own  powers  of 
organised  voting  for  his  own  interests 
his  position  is  far  superior  to 
that  of  the  British  farmer.  I  would  ask 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  to  come  over 
to  England  and  start  a  branch  of  his 
Land  League.  Then,  what  about  the 
Irish  landlord  1  The  only  description  I 
can  give  of  him  is  that  presented  of  the 
Trust  King  given  in  his  portrait  by  the 
American  comic  papera  You  see  there 
a  gentleman  with  a  huge  cigar  in  his 
mouth,  a  huge  corporation,  with  pockets 
bulging  out  with  dollars,  and  riding  on 
the  back  of  somebody  else.  That,  it  seems 
to  me  will  be  the  position  of  the  Irish 
landlords.  John  Bull  will  not  be  the 
ruddy,  corpulent  person  he  has  been  in 
past  years.  He  will  be  the  individual 
sat  upon.  The  English  landlord— again 
the  comparison  comes  in — does  all  the 
improvements  on  the  farm.  He  puts 
up  all  the  houses,  farm  buildings  and 
cottages,  erects  the  fences,  digs  the 
drains  and  does  everything,  in  fact,  to 
the  amount  of  15  to  20  per  cent,  yearly 
of  the  rental.  The  Irish  landlord,  as  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  says,  does  not 
spend  a  shilling  on  his  estate.  The 
Irish  landlord  takes  a  piece  of  land— it 
may  be  mountain  land  or  a  bog — lets  it 
to  a  tenant,  appoints  a  land  agent,  col- 
lects the  rents  and  does  nothing  more. 
Supposing  you  want  to  take  land  com- 
pulsorily  for  public  purposes  in  England, 
you  pay  the  landlord  10  per  cent,  for 
compulsory  purchase,  but  you  pay  12 
per  cent,  under  this  Bill  to  the  Irish 
landlord  for  voluntary  purchase,  and  at 
a  far  greater  price  than  you  can  get  for 
land  in  England. 

An  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the  Bill 
may  be  rejected  in  the  House  of  Lords. 


He  need  not  be  in  the  least  afraid  of 
that.  There  is  money  in  it,  and"  the 
money  will  not  be  rejected  by  the  land- 
lords in  the  "  gilded  chamber."  Mr. 
Gladstone  was  driven  from  office  on  his 
Land  Bill.  Mr.  Gladstone  proposed  to 
give  for  first-term  rents  of  £100, 
£1,600.  The  actual  price  of  land  in 
Ireland  has  been  proved  to  be  £1,700,  or 
seventeen  years  purchase  of  first-term 
rents.  What  does  this  Bill  propose  to 
givef  or  a  first-term  rent  1  To  give  £2,462, 
and  in  addition  to  that  the  Irish  landlord 
gets  £295  as  a  bonus,  making  in  all 
£2,757.  And  yet  Mr.  Gladstone  was 
denounced  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  for 

S'ving  a  gigantic  bribe  to  the  Irish 
ndlords.  What  kind  of  a  bribe  is  it 
that  is  offered  to  them  by  this  Bill  1  The 
minimum  price  under  this  Bill  on  first- 
term  rents  is  £1,846,  with  a  bonus  of 
£221,  or  a  total  of  £2,067,  or  £467  more 
than  Mr.  Gladstone  proposed  to  give. 
Where  Mr.  Gladstone  proposed  to  give 
£1  to  the  Irish  landlords,  this  Bill 
proposes  to  give  them  £1  14s.  as  a 
maximum  and  £1  5s.  lOd.  as  a  mini- 
mum. I  ask  the  House  whether  it 
was  fair  and  right  to  hound  Mr.  Glad- 
stone and  condemn  his  proposals  as 
public  bribery,  when  you  propose  to  give 
the  Irish  landlords  these  terms?  But 
I  have  other  figures.  I  take  the  second- 
term  rents.  The  actual  price  of  land 
under  second-term  rents,  according  to 
Lord  Dunraven,  as  reported  in  The  Free- 
man's Journal  of  11th  April,  was  nineteen 
and  a  half  years  rental,  or  £1,950  for 
every  £100.  What  is  the  maximum 
under  this  Bill  1  £2,769  plus  the  bonus 
—I  might  call  it  bribe— of  £332,  making 
altogether  £3,101,  while  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts  it  has  been  proved  to 
be  £1,950.  Take  the  minimum.  The 
minimum  price  under  this  Bill  is 
£2,154  plus  £258  of  a  bonus,  or  a  total  of 
£2,412.  If  you  take  the  average  price 
the  Irish  landlord  will  get  for  second- 
term  rents,  £2,750  for  £100  rental;  or, 
as  compared  with  the  actual  price  paid 
during  the  period  second-term  rents 
have  been  in  operation  since  1896, 
for  £1  the  price  will  in  the  future  be 
£1  8s.,  or  without  the  bonus  £1  4s.  8d. 
This  amounts  to  a  very  consider- 
able sum  indeed  when  you  come  to 
deal  with  a  rental  of  £4^000^000.  Ts^ 
price   on.   miveXwcL  «aeA    *•  \tf£k  ^s*x* 
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purchase  would  be  £78,000,000,  which 
is  the  actual  past  proved  value,  while 
the  Chief  Secretary  estimated  the 
price  to  be  given  now  at  £100,000,000 ; 
and  in  additon  he  is  going  to 
give  a  bonus  of  £12,000,000  to  induce 
or  bribe  the  landlords  to  accept  this 
wholly  extravagant  price.  The  Im- 
perial Government  is  going  to  give 
£22,000,000  on  a  £4,000,000  rental 
more  than  the  actual  value  of  the  land 
as  proved  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts, 
and  in  addition  £12,000,000  to  close  the 
transaction.  That  seems  to  me  a  most 
admirable  bargain  for  the  Irish  landlords. 

I  have  two  concrete  instances  to  give. 
Two  Members  of  the  Government  will 
receive  considerable  sums  under  the  Bill. 
I  am  perfectly  certain  that  these  two 
noblemen  would  not  have  voted  for  this 
Bill  because  of  the  pecuniary  benefit  they 
are  going  to  receive.  But  according  to 
Thorns  "Directory"  their  valuation  for 
1873  was  £31,536  and  £34,326  as 
the  yearly  values  of  their  estates,  or 
a  total  of  £65,862  a  year.  Brought  down 
to  the  basis  of  second-term  rental  by 
reducing  it  by  38  per  cent  that  would 
give  something  over  £40,000  a  year. 
The  maximum  price  which  these  noble- 
men will  receive  for  their  £40,000  a  year 
will  be  £1,107,600,  and  with  the  bonus 
of  12  per  cent.,  amounting  to  £132,912, 
it  makes  a  grand  total  of  £1,240,512. 
The  actual  price  up  to  now  at  £1,950 
for  £100  would  be  £780,000,  leaving 
for  the  benefit  of  these  two  noblemen 
£460,512  more  than  the  actual  proved 
value  of  the  land.  Under  the  minimum 
price  in  the  Bill,  these  noblemen  will 
receive  £694,992,  or  £184,992  more  than 
the  actual  price  paid  during  the  last  seven 
years.  I  should  like  to  ask  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  if  he  were  here,  whether  this 
is  a  preferential  tariff,  or  an  old-age  pen- 
sion. In  1895,  we  know  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  a  very  simple 
method  of  old-age  pensions.  Not  only  is 
this  a  very  simple  method,  but  a  very 
generous  method  of  old-age  pensions, 
but  it  is  not  given  to  the  veterans  of 
labour.  I  can  mention  other  instances 
where  the  landlords  will  benefit.  They 
can  borrow  at  2  J  per  cent.,  whereas  the 
British  Government  cannot  borrow  at 
that.  An  Imperial  Transvaal  Loan  was 
launched  the  other  day  at  3  per  cent. 
Further,  the  legal  costs  of  the  landlords 
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are  to  be  paid  for  them;  and  their 
demesnes  are  to  be  first  bought  from 
them  for  golden  sovereigns  and  then 
sold  back  to  them  and  cleared  at  3  J 
per  cent,  for  sixty-nine  years,  which 
will  mean  a  considerable  addition  to 
many  of  their  incomes.  The  Chief 
Secretary  has  proved  himself  to  be  a 
very  charming  highwayman.  He  has 
robbed  us;  but  he  has  robbed  us  very 
nicely  ;  and  I  think  we  might  compare 
him  to  Claude  Duval,  the  famous  high- 
wayman of  old,  who  danced  a  minuet 
before  his  victims  so  well  that  they  were 
almost  pleased  to  be  robbed  ;  and  I  am 
not  sure  that  the  epitaph  now  on  the 
tomb  of  Claude  Duval  might  not  also  be 
applied  to  the  Chief  Secretary. 

"  Here  lies  Duval.    Reader,  if  male  thou  art. 
Look  to  thy  pone  ;  if  a  female,  to  thy  heart v 

Mb.  HERBERT  ROBERTSON  (Hack- 
ney, S.):  The  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
just  spoken  has  indulged  in  a  comparison 
between  Irish  landlords  and  their  tenants 
and  English  landlords  and  their  tenants, 
Everyone  knows,  of  course,  that  there  is 
no  comparison  or  no  similarity  possible ; 
and  I  will  not,  therefore,  waste  the  time 
of  the  House  in  discussing  it.  Then 
the  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the 
landlords  were  receiving  too  much, 
because  the  average  number  of  years' 
purchase  lately  was  only  nineteen  and  a 
half  years.  But  everyone  knows  that 
the  object  of  introducing  this  Bill  is— 
because  the  old  system  of  purchase  has 
failed,  that  sales  have  not  taken  place ; 
and  that  it  is  desirable  that  sales  should 
take  place.  It  was  admitted  that  the 
number  of  years  purchase  which  the 
landlords  were  getting  was  not  sufficient 
to  induce  them  to  sell ;  and  accordingly 
this  Bill  has  been  introduced  in  order 
that  they  may  be  induced  to  sell  The 
hon.  Gentleman  sets  himself  up  as  the 
representative  of  the  English  con- 
stituencies. But  the  majority  of  the 
English  people  do  not  take  the  view  the 
hon.  Gentleman  takes.  I  represent  an 
English  constituency;  I  have  spoken 
both  in  my  constituency  and  out  of  it  on 
this  Bill ;  and  I  hear  from  all  parts  of 
the  country  that  no  Bill  has  ever  been 
introduced  by  the  present  Government 
which  has  been  received  with  so  much 
approval  as  this  Bill  That  is  because  it 
is  believed  that  this  measure  is  going  to 
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put  an  end  to  the  land  difficulty  in 
Ireland ;  and  the  English  people  say  that 
it  is  well  worth  while  to  do  that.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  overlooked  the  fact  that 
England  will  save  money  by  this  trans- 
action. He  said  the  English  Govern- 
ment were  going  to  collect  rents  from  the 
Irish  tenants  directly;  but  up  to  the 
present  had  they  not  been  obliged  by 
the  necessity  of  being  a  Government  to 
collect  Irish  rents.  When  an  Irish  land- 
lord was  unable  to  collect  his  rent,  then 
the  burden  fell  on  the  English  people; 
and  it  will  be  much  easier  to  collect  this 
rent-charge  from  the  Irish  people  than  it 
has  been  to  collect  rent  in  the  past.  The 
reason  is  clear.  The  rent  will  be  reduced ; 
«nd  the  present  tenants  will  be  the  fee- 
simple  owners  of  the  land.  Surprise  was 
expressed  to-day  at  the  action  of  the 
landlords  with  regard  to  the  clauses 
relating  to  congested  districts  which  were 
brought  before  the  House.  In  the  land- 
lords interests  the  reason  we  did  not 
support  these  clauses  was,  not  in  the 
least  because  we  did  not  desire  to  relieve 
the  distress  of  these  congested  districts— 
that  is  our  most  earnest  desire— but 
because  we  thought  the  particular  clauses 
brought  forward  would  not  be  a  solution 
to  our  mind ;  and  secondly,  because  we 
felt  that  this  Bill  is  a  tenants'  Bill,  and 
•cannot  be  transformed  into  a  Bill  dealing 
with  the  congested  districts.  That  applies 
also  to  the  labourers.  My  hon.  and 
learned  friend  the  Member  for  Waterford 
regretted  that  more  was  not  done  with 
regard  to  the  labourers.  I  feel  that  very 
strongly  myself.  I  am  brought  into 
contact  with  labourers  very  much  indeed ; 
And  I  am  very  anxious  to  see  a  Bill  passed 
which  would  improve  their  condition. 
But  we  feel  that  this  is  a  tenants,  Bill, 
and  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  mix 
up  the  labourers1  interests  with  it.  I 
have  heard  prophecies  on  both  sides  of 
the  House  as  to  the  effect  of  this  Bill  as 
regards  Home  Rule.  I  do  not  think  that 
that  matter  is  in  the  least  degree  relevant. 
By  this  Bill  we  are  getting  rid  of  an 
existing  evil ;  and  what  effect  it  will  have 
on  other  propositions  is  not,  to  my  mind, 
germane.  I  have  been  delighted  to  hear 
to-day  from  hon.  Members  opposite  a 
repetition  of  what  they  have  already  said 
— that  the  leaders  of  opinion  among  the 
tenantry  in  Ireland  will  induce  them  to 
accept  this  Bill  and  to  work  it  in  a  con- 
ciliatory spirit.     On  both  sides  doubt  has 


been  expressed  as  to  whether  the  Bill 
will  work.  One  side  says  it  will  not 
work  because  of  the  action  of  the  land- 
lord ;  and  the  other  side  says  it  will  not 
work  because  of  the  action  of  the  tenant. 
I  think  we  may  have  no  fear  as  to  the 
action  of  either  the  landlords  or  the 
tenants.  If  I  may  appeal  to  the  landlord 
party  I  would  express  my  hope  that  they 
will  do  their  very  utmost  to  make  this 
Bill  a  success;  and  I  believe  it  is  the 
earnest  hope  of  every  hon.  Gentleman 
representing  the  Irish  landlords  that  they 
should  do  all  in  their  power  to  make  the 
Bill  a  success  and  make  it  a  source  of 
prosperity  to  Ireland  in  the  future. 


♦Mr.  CREMER  (Shoreditch,  Hag- 
gerston) :  I  do  not  take  the  same  roseate 
view  of  this  Bill  as  has  been  taken  by 
many  hon.  Members  who  have  spoken 
to-day,  and,  I  thank  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  South  Molton  Division  for  having 
exposed  many  of  the  economic  fallacies 
contained  in  the  Bill.  The  paeans  of 
praise  sung  this  afternoon  in  connection 
with  the  Bill  carrv  me  back  many  years 
to  Mr.  Gladstone  8  Bill,  with  reference  to 
which  the  same  eulogistic  language  was 
used.  We  were  then  told  that  it  was  a 
final  measure  ;  that  it  would  lead  to  con- 
ciliation in  Ireland;  and  that  the  Irish 
tenant  would  be  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  new  order  of  things  to  be  created,  but 
ever  since  then  the  House  of  Commons  has 
been  discussing  the  Irish  land  question  ; 
and  it  is  now  admitted  that  Mr. 
Gladstone's  Bill  failed  to  accomplish  its 
object.  I  venture  to  express  the  opinion 
that  this  Bill  will  land  us  in  still  further 
difficulties;  and  that  the  question  of 
Irish  land  tenure  will  still  be  present  with 
the  House  and  the  country  for  a 
long  series  of  years.  The  grounds  on 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  the  South 
Molton  division  opposed  this  Bill  are 
not  the  grounds  on  which  I  oppose  it. 
I  oppose  it  because  I  am  a  believer  in  the 
principle  of  land  nationalisation.  I  believe 
m  the  opinion  which  I  heard  John  Stuart 
Mill  express  in  the  lobby  of  this  House 
hirty  years  ago  that  the  only  equitable 
basis  of  land  tenure  rests  in  the  land 
being  the  property  of  the  State.  That 
not  only  applies  to  the  land,  but  to  the 
minerals  beneath  the  land  as  well.  That 
has  been  my  creed  all  my  life  so  far  as 
land  tenure  is  concerned  ;  and  vs.  v* 
because  this  BU\  exteck&&  \>&fc  «<r\*  vK\N^ 
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existing  system  of  individual  proprietor- 
ship that  I  feel  bound  to  oppose  it  to 
the  best  of  my  small  ability.  What  has 
happened  ?  When  the  Bill  was  intro- 
duced I  felt  that,  as  a  land  nationalise!*, 
though  with  some  qualms  of  conscience, 
I  was  justified  in  voting  for  it  on  the 
ground  that  it  proposed  what  every  land 
nationaliser  had  for  many  years  been  con- 
tending for — viz.,  that  the  State  had  & 
right  to  use  the  funds  of  the  nation  for 
the  purpose  of  buying  out  individual 
proprietors  of  land.  The  Bill  also  con- 
tained a  still  more  important  principle — 
viz.,  that  the  State  should  retain  some 
hold  on  the  land  of  the  country  by  a 

netual  rent-charge,  a  very  small  one, 
mit,  but  I  felt  that  it  recognised  the 
right  of  the  State  to  exercise  some  control 
over  the  ownership  of  land.  That  most 
vital  principle  was  omitted  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  the  Irish  Members,  and  from  that 
moment  the  interest  I  took  in  this  Bill 
vanished  entirely,  and  I  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  was  my  duty  as  a  land 
nationaliser  to  protest  against  it.  Within 
the  last  twenty  years  the  principle  of  land 
nationalisation  has  been  growing  enor- 
mously, and  now  we  have  incorporated 
in  a  Bill,  brought  in  by  a  Tory  Govern 
ment,  the  principle  for  which  land 
nationalises  have  so  long  contended ;  but 
land  nationalises  are  unable  to  under- 
stand why,  when  a  right  has  once  been 
conceded,  it  should  be  withdrawn  as  has 
been  done  in  this  BilL  If  the  Govern- 
ment had  purchased  and  retained  posses- 
sion of  the  land  the  tenants  of  Ireland 
would  have  had  the  best  guarantee 
that  has  ever  been  offered  to  them 
that  they  would  never  again  be  subjected 
tf  the  system  of  landlordism  under ! 
which  they  have  so  long  groaned.  The 
land  being  the  property  of  the  State,  the 
State  would  have  let  it  on  equitable  terms, 
and  if  it  did  not,  then  this  House  or  an 
Irish  Parliament  would  call  the  Govern- 
ment to  book.  This  rent-charge,  however, 
has  disappeared  at  the  instigation  of  the 
Irish  Members.  I  therefore  have  no 
further  interest  whatever  in  this  Bill, 
and  if  a  division  takes  place — and  I 
am  only  one  of  a  handful  of  Members — I 
shall  vote  against  it.  You  are  going 
by  this  Bill  to  get  rid  of  the  big  land- 
lords, who  have  been  called  the  great 
tyrants  of  Ireland,  and  in  the 
place  of  every  great  tyrant  you  knock 
down  you  are  going  to  raise  a  hundred 
Mr.  Cn,mer9 


small  ones  who  will  sweat,  not  only  the 
land,  but  sweat  the  labourers,  who  will  tell 
you  if  they  are  asked  that  they  would 
sooner  work  for  big  landowners,  because 
they  are  treated  more  like  men,  receive 
better  wages,  and  not  sweated  as  they 
are  by  small  proprietors.  For  these 
reasons,  and  because  I  feel  assured  that 
the  Bill  is  not  a  fiscal  measure  but  merely 
palliative,  and  that  the  cupidity  of  some 
and  the  misfortunes  of  others  of  the 
small  proprietors  which  it  will  create  will 
in  a  few  generations  lead  to  a  reproduc- 
tion of  the  evils  which  it  professes  to 
remedy,  and  that  the  battle  of  Land- 
lordism will  have  to  be  fought  over  again. 
I  shall  if  it  goes  to  a  division  vote  against 
it. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  :  If  the 
hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat  down  goes 
into  the  division  lobby  against  this  Bill 
he  will  vote  against  a  Bill  that,  for  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  tint 
House,  does  do  something  for  the 
nationalisation  of  the  land,  because 
under  it  the  mines  and  minerals  are 
nationalised,  and,  instead  of  going  to  the 
proprietor  of  the  soil,  are  vested  in  * 
Department  of  State,  and  so  must  go  to 
benefiting  the  whole  community.  1 
would  not,  however,  have  risen  but  for 
a  remark  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Molton,  who  has  by  comparison 
shown  us  the  amount  of  gratitude  he 
feels  to  a  small  body  in  this  House.  He 
made  one  remark,  though  perhaps  he  was 
not  conscious  of  the  amount  of  mischief  it 
might  do,  with  regard  to  two  members 
of  the  Cabinet,  Lord  Londonderry  and 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire.  They  are  two 
large  proprietors  in  Ireland,  and  the 
example  they  set  to  their  colleagues  in 
the  House  of  Lords  and  the  landlords  of 
Ireland  may  have  a  vital  influence  on 
the  pacification  of  the  country,  and  if,  by 
taunts  delivered  against  two  particular 
members  of  the  Cabinet  as  to  the  amount 
of  gain  they  may  derive  from  a  measure 
of  this  kind,  these  two  noble  Lords  are 
prevented  from  selling  their  estates  at  a 
fair  price  to  their  tenants,  the-JesuJt 
may  have  the  effect  of  hanging\4(p  d 
the  purchase  of  land  in  Ireland  fo*  * 
a  great  many  years  and  keeping 
it  in  the  hands  of  a  few.  Take 
the  composition  of  the  House  of  Lords — 
take  men   like   the    Duke  of  Leinster, 
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the    Duke     of     Abercorn,    and    Lord] 
Londonderry  ;    men  owning  large  tracts 
of  country  who  would  naturally    take 
their  tone  from  those  proprietors  with 
whom    we  have   never  had  a  quarrel. 
Would  it  not  be  deplorable  if,  by  means 
of  taunts    thrown  in  this   House  they 
were    prevented    from    setting   a  good  I 
example  and  making  it  fashionable  in  | 
Ireland  for  landlords  to  part  with  their 
estates.     I  only  rise  to  protest  against  I 
such  remarks  lest  they  should  have  any  I 
effect  on  those  landlords  who,  I  hope,  I 
will    set  a   good    example  to  their  col- 
leagues. 

There  is  one  other   remark  I  would! 
like   to  make.     This    is    the  first   Bill 
in  which  the  House  of  Lords  will  have  a  1 
real  opportunity  of  doing  something  to  | 
benefit  the  Irish  people  without  hurting 
themselves.     Some   reference  has    been 
made  to-day  to  the  effect  that  this  Bill 
may  be  in  some  jeopardy  as  to  some  of 
its  provisions.     I  do  not  think  so  at  all.  I 
I  think  this  Bill,  speaking  generally,  will 
pass  the  House  of  Lords,  and  that  if  there 
is  any  attempt  made  by  the  minor  Irish 
landlords  to  affect  its  provisions  I  hope 
the  great  landlords  will  remember  that 
the  general  body  of  tenants  will  look  to 
them  for  an  example.    But  there  are  a 
number  of  small  matters  in  which   the 
House  of   Lords,  if  they   are  wise,  will 
move — small    Amendments   which   the 
Government  in  this  House  have  declined 
to  accept  mainly  on  the  ground  of  want 
of  time  to  discuss  them  ;    Amendments 
moved  from  these  Benches  on  the  subject 
of  labourers'  cottages  and  the  making  of 
roads  and  the  like.     For  the  first  time, 
let  them  remember,  this  land  is  going  to 
pass  out  of  their  hands  into  the  hands  of 
small  peasant  proprietors,  and  they  will 
do  a  great  service  if  they  take  up  some 
of  the  Amendments  we  moved  in  thL 
House,   seeing  that  the   Bill,  so  far  as 
they  are  concerned,  is  to  determine  their 
connection  with  their  Irish  estates.    The 
only  other  remark  I  have  to  make  is  this. 
The    hon.    Member  for   South   Tyrone 
has  said  this  Bill  is  defective  with  regard 
to  its  dealing  with  the  Land  Judge's  Court. 
I    would   beg  the    Attorney-General  U 
bear  in  mind  what  has  been  said  by  the 
Chief  Secretary  and  the  promise  he  gavr 
us  on  the  Report  stage  in  regard  to  the 
Land  Judge's  Court.    Many  millions  wort!  i 
of  land  is  at  present  impounded  in  the 


Land  Court.     The  only  complaint  we 
!  tave  to  make  with  regard  to  the  Govern- 
ment is  that,   while    we    were  allowed 
plenty  of  time  to  discuss  this  matter  in 
Committee,   there    were    a    number    of 
Amendments  put  down  on  Report  which 
vere  considerably  hurried  over.     I  hope 
the  Chief  Secretary,  amid  the  chorus  of 
congratulations  which  has  come  upon  him 
from  unexpected  quarters,  will  not  forget 
the  promises  he  made  on  the  Report  stage. 
We  shall  look  very  keenly  after  them  when 
the  Bill  comes  back  from  the  House  of 
Lords.     The  fact  that  no  bonus  is  given 
in  the  Land    Judge's   Court    will    un- 
doubtedly clog,  to  a  great  extent,  the 
operation  of  the  Bill,  because  the  encum- 
brancers and  owners  now  in  the  Land 
Judge's  Court  will  take  out  their  estates, 
and  to  that  extent  will  congest  the  other 
Departments  of  State  which  have  to  deal 
with  the  question  of  Irish  land  purchase. 
That  is  the  only  other  remark  I  rose  for 
the  purpose  of  making.      It  is  hardly 
necessary  for  me,  having  regard  to  the 
general  action  I  have  taken  on  Bills  of 
this  kind,  to  add  any  further  word.     I 
associate  myself  to  a  great  extent  with 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
I  ber  for  Waterford.     I  think  it  was  a  wise 
and  statesmanlike  speech.     The  only  risk 
is  that,  in  the  minds  of  the  Irish  tenants, 
there  may  be  the  idea  that  this  Bill,  aa 
regards  the  land  of  Ireland  as  a  whole, 
will  come  into  something  like  immediate 
I  operation.     I   trust  that  no  disappoint- 
I  ment  will  be  engendered  by  that  idea. 
I  This  question  must  take  time.     A  system 
I  which  it  has  taken  700  years  to  create 
J  will  not  be  destroyed  in  a  moment.     How- 
ever, I  congratulate  the  House  and  our- 
selves that  we  have  seen  the  reign  of 
1  oppression  passing  before  our  eyes. 

Mr.    LEAMY    (Kildare,   N.):    There 
I  are  two  points  on  which  I  wish  to  say 
a    word — viz.,  the  Congested   Districts 
I  Board    and   the   labourers.    The    hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone   said    that 
I  this  Bill  was  accomplishing  a  revolution. 
I  Yes,  it  is  undoing  to  a  large  extent  the 
I  evils  of  past  confiscation  in  Ireland,  and, 
1  that  being  so,  I  think  it  is  to    be  re- 
gretted that  the  province  which  offered 
refuge  to   men    of    the  old    race    and 
creed  of  all  the  o  her  provinces,  is  the 
one  least  likely  to  benefit  by  this  Bill. 
I  The  Congested  Districts  Board  ha&  <k<sfcfc 
good    work,   w\&    \\,  vr^\   ^T\aSx&^     *** 
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better  work  in  the  future,  but  the 
Connaught  problem  cannot  be  dealt 
with  by  the  Board  with  its  present 
powers.  That  problem  is  a  part  of  the 
great  land  question,  but  it  requires 
special  treatment.  It  was  described  in 
a  sentence  a  few  years  ago  by  the 
present  Archbishop  of  Tuam,  when  he 
said  that  in  certain  districts  there  were 
tracts  of  territory,  which,  if  broken  up 
into  tillage,  would  produce  enough  to 
feed  the  entire  peasant  population  of 
Connaught.  As  long  as  that  is  the 
case,  as  long  as  that  vast  territory  is 
given  over  to  cattle  and  sheep,  so  long 
you  will  have  agrarian  trouble  in  Ire- 
land, and  it  will  be  impossible  to  say 
that  peace  reigns.  I  hope,  therefore, 
the  Chief  Secretary  will  be  able  to  give 
us  a  further  measure  dealing  with  this 
question.  Connaught  may  be  sure  that 
the  other  provinces  will  stand  by  her. 
It  would  be  d  cruel  and  ungenerous 
thing  if  they  did  not.  It  was  in  Con- 
naught  the  land  agitation  sprang  up. 
The  land  war  began  and  has  continued 
in  Connaught,  and  the  other  provinces 
will  never  forget  what  they  owe  to  her. 
With  regard  to  the  labourers'  question, 
I  think,  on  the  whole,  it  is  better  to 
have  the  promise  of  the  Chief  Secretary 
than  to  attempt  merely  to  tinker  with 
the  question  by  some  trifling  Amend- 
ments in  the  present  Bill.  We  have 
seen  what  the  Chief  Secretary  is  capable 
of  doing;  we  recognise  his  sincerity  and 
ability ;  and  we  admit  that  this  Bill  is 
a  great  attempt  to  settle  a  very  difficult 
question.  That  being  so,  I  think  we 
can  have  full  confidence  that  the  Bill  he 
has  promised  will  not  be  a  peddling 
measure,  but  an  honest  attempt  to  deal 
with  what  also  is  a  very  great  question. 
It  is  in  the  interests  of  the  entire  com- 
munity that  the  question  should  be 
thoroughly  dealt  with.  The  labourers 
are  being  driven  from  the  country,  and 
they  can  only  be  kept  at  home  by  in- 
ducements which  they  have  not  hitherto 
received.  Everybody  who  has  been 
associated  with  the  land  war  for  the 
last  twenty  years  knows  how  loyally 
the  labourers  have  stood  by  the  farmers 
They  were  the  backbone  of  the  agita- 
tion, and  I  hope  the  result  of  this 
promise  will  be  a  measure  which  will 
satisfy  the  cravings  of  the  Irish  labourer 
to  have  a  decent  home  and  a  plot  of 
Mr,  Leamy. 


land  on  which  he  can  live  with   credit 
|  and  honour  in  his  own  country. 


Mr.  NORMAN  (Wolverhampton,  S.) : 
I  think  it  peculiarly  appropriate,  even  in 
the  eleventh  hour,  that  a  small  expres- 
sion of  regret  should  come  from  these 
Benches.  The  Prime  Minister  said  that, 
although  he  hoped  this  Bill  would  go  a  long 
way  towards  settling  the  agrarian  question 
in  Ireland,  he  fully  realised  that  what  lie 
called  the  political  question  would  stall 
remain.  I  was  much  struck  with  that 
remark,  because  for  many  years  past  we 
have  been  told  by  the  Party  opposite  that 
once  the  agrarian  question  was  settled  the 
political  question  would  be  settled 
Everybody  on  this  side  of  the  House,  I 
think,  agrees  with  the  Prime  Minister 
that  the  political  question  will  not  be 
settled  by  this  Bill,  and  it  is  on  that  point 
that  my  little  protest  arises.  The  Bill  as 
originally  presented  to  the  Cabinet,  if  we 
are  well  informed,  would  have  gone  a 
long  way  towards  settling  this  agrarian 

Juestion  in  Ireland.  It  was  drafted  by  a 
istinguished  administrator,  I  suppose 
one  might  safely  say  with  that  purpose 
largely  in  his  mind,  but  unfortunately  his 
advice  was  not  taken.  Perhaps,  to  avoid 
misconception,  I  ought  to  say  that  in 
referring  to  Sir  A.  Macdonnell,  I  do  so 
entirely  without  his  knowledge  ;  I  do  not 
know  him  in  any  way ;  I  have  never  seen 
him ;  I  have  never  had  any  communication, 
directly  or  indirectly,  with  him,  except 
that  he  once  wrote  me  a  letter  protesting 
against  my  having  mentioned  his  name  in 
print  as  the  technical  author  of  this  Bill. 
I  believe  it  is  a  fact  that  the  Bill  as 
orginally  presented  to  the  Cabinet  went  a 
considerable  distance  towards  giving 
Irish  local  authorities  the  powers  which 
many  of  us  on  these  Benches  ha^i 
for  a  long  time  desired  to  give 
them.  The  Bill — I  am  open  to 
correction,  of  course — placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Irish  local  authorities  a  very 
large  sum  of  money — more  than  thi* 
grant  of  £12,000,000 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  No. 

Mr.  NORMAN  :  I  may  be  mis-stating 
the  form  of  words,  but  my  point  is— 
though,  of  course.  I  have  not  seen  the 
Bill  as  originally  drafted — that  there 
were  considerable  powers  given  to  tho 
Irish  local  authorities  in  connection  with 
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finance,  and  it  was  in  consequence  of 
that  that  there  were  determined  cries  of 
alarm  about  Home  Rule  raised  which 
were  immediately  repudiated  on  behalf 
of  the  Government.  My  regret  is  that 
from  the  Bill  as  it  reached  this  House 
those  powers  had  disappeared. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  think  the 
hon.  Gentleman  is  labouring  under  a 
great  error.  He  seems  to  suppose  that 
in  one  draft  of  the  Bill  as  presented  to 
the  Cabinet  there  was  some  element  of 
provincial  government  approaching  to 
Home  Rule.  There  was  nothing  of  the 
kind  contemplated  at  any  stage  of  the 
BilL 

Mr.  NORMAN  :  1  cannot  have  made 
myself  at  all  clear.  I  had  nothing  like 
provincial  Home  Rule  in  my  mind. 
What  I  tried  to  say,  and  what  is  in  my 
mind,  is  that  certain  powers  were  given 
to  Irish  local  authorities  which  do  not 
appear  in  the  Bill  as  it  is  about  to  pass 
this  House.  1  have  been  a  believer  in 
the  principle  of  land  ("purchase  for  a 
much  longer  period  than  His  Majesty's 
Government;  I  supported  this  Bill  on 
its  First  and  Second  Readings,  and  if 
there  were  a  division  now  I  should 
support  it  again,  because  I  believe  it 
will  remove  many  great  and  grievous 
evils  in  Ireland.  But  1  do  not  believe  it 
will  settle  anything  except  the  affairs  of 
those  landlords  and  tenants  who  come 
immediately  under  its  operation.  The 
other  and  greater  question  remains,  and 
the  germ  of  the  solution  of  that  greater 
question,  which  I  believe  was  to  be  found 
in  the  original  Bill 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  No,  it  was  not. 
I  give  that  statement  specific  contra- 
diction. 

Mr.  NORMAN :  Well  then,  the  germ 
of  the  settlement  of  that  greater  question 
could  perfectly  well  have  been  put  in 
this  BUI.  If  that  had  been  done,  the 
scope  of  the  measure  would  have  been 
infinitely  greater,  and  it  would  have 
be  n  much  more  heartily  welcomed  and 
enthusiastically  supported  by  the  friends 
of  Ireland  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
among  whom  I  hope  I  may  be  counted. 
That  not  having  been  done  now,  it  will 
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have  to  be  done  at  some  future  time, 
and  my  expression  of  regret  is  that  so 
splendid  an  opportunity  has  been  lost. 


Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.) :  As  one 
who  is  deeply  interes  ed  in  Ireland,  I 
desire  to  express  my  sense  of  the 
great  value  of  the  Bill  as  it  now 
stands.  It  is  not  sufficiently  remem- 
bered on  this  side  of  the  House  that,  to 
the  Prime  Minister's  credit,  this  is  the 
last  of  a  series  of  great  measures — the 
Land  Bill  of  1896,  the  Local  Govern- 
ment  Act  of  1898,  the  Technical  In- 
struction and  Agricultural  Board  Act 
of  1899,  and  the  present  Bill  This 
Bill  goes  a  great  deal  farther  than 
any  previous  measure  of  its  kind.  I 
think  a  word  of  praise  is  also  due  to  the 
Opposition.  The  present  situation  has 
been  described  as  a  peaceful,  bloodless 
revolution,  but  the  absence  of  blood 
is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the 
Opposition  supported  the  Government 
very  loyally,  and  strained  a  good  deal  in 
supporting  this  Bill.  I  do  not  think  the 
attitude  of  the  Opposition  ought  to  be 
forgotten.  The  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
has  adopted  a  very  good  example  with 
regard  to  these  debates,  and  I  am  sure  we 
must  all  be  obliged  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Montrose  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
J  Berwick  for  the  excellent  speeches  they 
i  made  upon  this  Bill.  A  new  feature  has 
been  illustrated  by  the  passage  of  this 
I  Bill,  and  it  is  that  the  two  great  political 
,  Parties  have  ceased  to  make  Ireland  the 
battleground  for  their  political  differences. 
We  have  had  no  obstruction  on  the  part 
of  the  Opposition  ;  on  the  contrary,  every 
Member  of  it  has  tried  to  help  the 
Government,  although  some  of  us  think 
this  Bill  is  far  from  perfect.  That 
memory  makes  me  recall  the  fact  that 
Liberal  Governments  were  not  helped  in 
the  same  way  when  they  tried  to  pass 
remedial  measures  for  Ireland,  and  in 
particular  a  measure  like  this.  Seventeen 
years  ago  a  Bill  containing  the  same 
principle  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Glad- 
stone, and  if  the  Opposition  had  then 
given  the  same  support  as  that  which  has 
been  extended  to  this  Bill  seventeen 
years  of  suffering  in  Ireland  would  have 
been  saved,  and  the  landlords  would  have 
got  just  the  same  price  for  their  land. 
Those  seventeen  years  have  sfc&wA^S^^ 
people  dxvv&TY  o\x\»  ol  \\<&asA,»  *xA  ^^  "^^ 
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Bill  can  do  will  not'be  able  to  recall  those  | 
people.  After  one  hundred  years  of  mis- 
government  and  maltreatment  another, 
spirit  has  intervened,  and  the  Opposition 
have  learned  something  of  their  responsi- 
bility as  well  as  the  Government. 
Whenever  the  Irish  Party  take  charge  of 
a  matter  like  this  they  do  it  in  a 
picturesque  way,  and  it  is  remarkable 
that  during  the  Committee  stage  of  this 
Bill  very  few  divisions  have  taken  place. 
I  think  we  might  take  a  lesson  from  the 
Iiish  Members  in  this  respect,  and  if  we 
divide  less  and  debate  more  it  would  be 
much  better.  What  is  the  good  of  the 
physical  labour  of  walking  through  the 
division  lobby  ?  By  devoting  them- 
selves to  an  intelligent  discussion  of  this 
•question  the  Irish  representatives  have 
set  British  Members  an  example  which  I 
hope  will  not  be  entirely  thrown  away. 

With  regard  to  all  that  has  been  said 
about  the  British  taxpayer,  I  regard  that 
as  something  that  we  might  have 
expected,  but  as  something  which  we 
could  have  done  just  as  well  without. 
For  many  years  the  British  taxpayer  has 
dominated  the  whole  situation  with  regard 
to  Ireland,  but  after  learning  lessons 
from  history  a  change  has  come  over  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  hon.  Members 
have  now  been  persuaded  that  the 
British  Government  financially  have  been 


very  unjust  to  Ireland  in  the  pis. 
At  the  same  time  this  country  has  not 
ceased  to  make  exactions  from  Ireland 
A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  this 
£12,000,000  dealt  with  in  this  Bill  but 
the  taxes  of  Ireland  have  been  increased 
so  much  of  late  years  that  this  sum 
might  very  well  be  forgotten.  There  ii 
now  a  disposition  to  do  something  lor 
Ireland  besides  exacting  taxation 
I  from  that  country.  I  am  aware  that 
I  the  Bill  itself  will  not  cure  all  the  erik 
of  Ireland.  It  will  be  very  slow  in  its 
operation.  I  claim  that  it  is  the  Irish 
Members  who  have  managed  this  Bill 
and  carried  it  to  a  successful  conclusion, 
and  if  all  the  great  affairs  of  the  country 
are  dealt  with  in  the  same,  way,  and  it 
both  Parties  will  observe  the  same 
reticence,  then  we  shall  be  able  to  restore 
prosperity  to  Ireland. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  s 
I  Command  from  the  King  to  acquaint 
I  the  House  that  His  Majesty  having  bees 
I  informed   of  the   purport   of    this  BtO, 

places  his    interest  at   the    disposal  oi 

Parliament. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided!:— Ayes,  317  ;  Xoa, 
20.     i  Division  List  No.  175.) 


Abraham,  W.  {Cork,  N.B.) 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
AUhtiaen,  Aug.  Henry  Eden 
Arnold- Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Asber,  Alexander 
Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John 
Bagot,Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarrei,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Jfan'r 
Balfour,  Cant.  C.  B.  (Homsey 
Balfour.RtHnGerald  W.  (Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Ohristch. 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  0. 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bill,  Charles 
Blake,  Edward 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bos oa wen,  Arthur  Grifnth- 
Brndrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St  John 
Brotberton,  Edward  Allen 
Bull,  William  James 
Burke,  E.  Haviland 

Mr.  Lough. 


AYES. 

Burt.  Thomas 
Butcher,  John  George 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
Campbell, Rt.  Hn.  J  A(Glasgow 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  8.) 
Carson,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Edward  H. 
Carvill,  Patrick  Geo.  Hamilton 
Cauiton,  Richard  Knight 
Cavendish, V.  C.  W.  (Derbysh.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt  Hon  J  [Birm 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hn.  J  A  ( Wore 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington.  Spencer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Right  Hon.  Jesse 
Oolomb,  Sir  John  Ohas.  Ready 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw  H.  Athole 
Condon,  TTiomas  Joseph 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bam  bridge 
CTa\£,CV\a^9»CtoTt\KAutr{m,S 


Crean,  Eugene 

Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 

Crombie,  John  William 

Cross,  Alexander  (Olcugow) 

Cross   H.  Shepherd  (BoUml 

Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 

Cullinan,  J. 

Cust,  Henry  John  C. 

Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 

Davenport,  William  Bromley- 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Delany,  William 

Denny,  Colonel 

Devlin, Chas.  Ramsay(  Galtmy) 

Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 

Dewar,  John  A.(Invernei+4k) 

Dewar,  Sir  T.  R.(7V.  HamTts 

Dickson,  Charles  Scott 

Dillon,  John 

Dimsdale,  Rt.  H  n.  Sir  Joseph  C. 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Doughty,  George 

Dougla«,  Rt  Hon.  A.  Akers 

Duffy,  William  J. 

Duncan,  J.  Hastings 

Dunn,  Sir  William 


\\^Ta\g,v>ua^ravj\\Tu»VAttwr%m,a  yuunn,  air  vv  imam 
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Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Evans,  Saml.  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Farrell,  James  Patrick 
Fellowes,Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fergusson,  RtHu  Sir  J.  ( Manc'r 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Field,  William 
Finch,  Kt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmund 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  P.  S.  {Warwick,  S.W. 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbs,  Hn.  Vicary  [St.  Albans 
Gladstone,  Rt,  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Godson.  Sir  Augustus  Frederick 
Gordon,  HnJE(Elgin  and  X*rn 
Gore,HnG.R.C.Ormsby-(5rt/o/> 
Gore,  Hon.  S.F.  Ormsby-(Z,t7*c. 
Goschen,  Hon.  Geo.  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  ( West  Ham) 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond   iCambt 
Grey, Ut.  Hon.  SirE.  (Berwick) 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Ham,  Edward 

Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  6. 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Halsev,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hamilton,  Rt  Hn  LordG  (MidiVx 
Hamilton,Marq.of(  Lndn'de'ry 
Hammond,  John 
Hardy,  Laurence(/ife/tf, Ashfd 
Harwood,  George 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Heath,  Arthur  "H.  (Hanley) 
Heath, Ja,mea(Staffords.N.  W.) 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hol»honse,KtHn  H(Somerset,E 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Horner,  Frederick  Yviiliam 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
TToult,  Joseph 

Howard,  Jno  (Kent,  Faver'nm 
Hudson,  George  Bickers teth 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C 
Hutchinson,Dr.  CharlesFredk. 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fred 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Jones,  David  B.  (Swansea) 
Jones,  William  (Camarvonsh. ) 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kemp,  Lieut. -Colonel  George 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Keoyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  (Denbigh 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  W.  (Salop 
Kerr,  John 
.Kilbride,  Denis 
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King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Langley,  Batty 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Law,  H.  Alex.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Lawrence,  Sir  Jos.  (Monm'th) 
Lawson,  JohnGrant(  Yorks.  NR 
Leamy,  Edmund 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants,  Fareham) 
Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Accrington) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Bristol.S.) 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lucas,  Reginald  J.  (Porttmouth 
Lundon,  W". 
Lvttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Cummin g 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M*Iver,SirLewis(£rfi»ftV0A  W) 
M'  Killop,  Ja.me$(Stirlingshire) 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sliao,  North) 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Maxwel^RtHnSirH.Etlfty'n 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Mil  vain,  Thomas 
Montagu, Hn.  J.  Scott  (Hants.) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Mooney,  John  J. 
MorreU,  George  Herbert 
Morton ,  Arth  u  rH .  A  v  lmer 
Mowbray,  Sir  Rol)ert  Gray  C. 
Murphy   John 

Murray,KtHnA.Graham(Ztote 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,OoL  John  P.  ( Galway,N. 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  8.) 
Norman,  Henry 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  K.  (Tipperarv,  Mid) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Brien,  William  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  Jt*.  (Wicllow,  W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
CDonnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O'Kelly,  J.  (Roscommon,  N.) 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Mara.  James 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parkes,  Ebenecer 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Peel,HnWm.  Robert  Wellesley 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 

Pilkinston,  Colonel  Richard 
Platt-Higgina,  Frederick 
Power,  Patrick  Joeepn 
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Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 

Ratcliff,  R.  F. 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  Jn.  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Reid,  Sir  R.Threshie  (Dumfries 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bin? 
Ren  wick,  George 
Rickett,  J.   Compton 
Rigg,  Richard 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thomson 
Rol>erts,  JohnH.  (Denbighs.) 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  H.  (Hackney) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir   Robert 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  John  ( Lancashire) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limrhouse) 
Samuel,  Herbt.  L.  (Cleveland) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Saunderson.Rt.  Hn.Col.  E.  J. 
Schwann,  Cnarles  E. 
Seely,  Chas.  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Seely,Maj.  J.  E.  B{Isleof  Wight 
Seton-Karr,  Sir  Henry 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Stafford) 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  (Renfrew) 
Shcehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Sloan,   Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarhs.) 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand^ 
Spear.  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes. ) 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  Jn.  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(0.r/Wmv 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 
Thomas,  A.  (Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamor gan,E.) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  E.  M. 
Toulmin,  George 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
TJre,  Alexander 
Valen  tia,  Viscount 
Walrond,RtHonSirWiUiamH. 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Wason,  E.  (Clackmannan) 
Wason   J.  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Webb,Colonel  William  George 
Welby,Lt.  -Co]A.C.E.(7Tauulwv 
Whitalsj  /R.VA'&*««^--'WN*k 

\*  *\eon\  ^*  .  V?  orV  ^    ^ 
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Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (Torts.) 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.E.K.(£aeA 
WTorsley-Taylor,Henry  Wilson 
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Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart  I 
Wylie,  Alexander  | 

Terburgh,  Robt.  Armstrong 
Young,  Samuel 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Charming,  Francis  Allston 
Dilke,   Rt.   Hon.   Sir  Charles 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Eli  bank,  Master  of 
Grettan,  John 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hayne,  Rt  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 


NOES. 

Lambert,  George 
Lawson,Sir  Wilfrid  ( Cornwall) 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Morgan,  J .  Lloyd  ( ( 'armarthen) 
Moulton,  John  Fletoher 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 
PriestleylArthur 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 


Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Wilson,  Chas.  H.  (Hull,  W.) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Cremer  and  Mi. 
Pirie. 


MILITARY  WORKS    (CONSOLIDATED 
FUND.) 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.    Jeffreys    (Hampshire,   N.)    in 
the  Chair.] 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) 
said  the  Committee  would  recollect  that 
for  many  years  past  it  had  been  a 
principle  accepted  by  both  parties  that 
defence  works  on  a  large  scale  and 
permanent  buildings  should  be  erected  by 
loan,  and  should  not  be  made  a  charge  on 
the  annual  Votes.  That  was  a  decision 
due  to  the  deliberations  of  a  special 
Committee  appointed  by  this  House  in 
1887,  of  which  Lord  Randolph  Churchill 
was  chairman.  The  Committee  was 
appointed  solely  for  economical  reasons, 
and,  after  a  careful  review  of  the  whole 
situation,  it  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  barracks  required  under  schemes 
of  reconstruction,  and  our  coaling 
stations  abroad  could  not  be  kept  in  a 
proper  state  if  the  sums  expended  were 
made  dependent  on  the  sums  voted  to 
the  31st  March  each  year.  For  that 
reason  it  had  been  customary  to  vote 
sums  by  loan,  so  that  a  definite  pro- 
gramme should  be  placed  before  Parlia- 
ment. Bills  for  this  purpose  had  been 
introduced  in  1897, 1899,  and  1901,  and 
the  Government  were  forced  to  bring  in 
one  this  year.  Two  principles  had  been 
adopted  in  regard  to  them.  The  first 
was  that  no  buildings  and  no  works 
should  be  commenced  in  excess  of  the 
money  voted  by  Parliament  under  the 
Joan— that  was  to  say,  they  were  not 
justified  in   beginning  laTge  vjoiVa  and 


in 


spending  £20,000  if  they  were  to 
cost  £100,000  simply  because  tfcey 
had  £20,000  in  hand.  They  had 
not  to  undertake  :  ny thing  beyond 
the  exact  sum  of  money  given  to 
them  in  the  Bill.  The  second  principle 
was  that  no  more  money  should  be  asked 
in  any  one  Bill  than  it  was  believed  could 
be  expended,  or  contracted  to  I* 
expended,  in  the  next  two  years.  Thej 
were  well  aware  that  the  sums  asked 
1897,  1899,  and  1901  could  not 
y  complete  the  housing  of  the 
troops  in  barracks.  The  object  of  the 
second  principle  was  that,  instead  of 
coming  forward  and  asking  for  one  large 
sum,  which,  once  voted,  would  enable- 
them  to  escape  entirely  from  the  purrie* 
of  Parliament,  they  should  come  eTerr 
two  or  three  years,  so  that  Parliament, 
if  it  wished,  could  go  into  questions  and 
consider  whether  any  change  had 
occurred  which  rendered  it  desirable  to 
alter  the  programme  formerly  submitted. 
Under  the  Bill  of  1897  the  sum  asked  w* 
£5,458,000;  in  1899  £4,000,000  wn 
asked;  and  in  1901  £6,352,000  wtf 
asked.  The  sum  asked  at  present  wat 
£5,000,000.  There  was  no  change  d 
principle  in  any  direction  in  asking  for 
this  money.  In  the  first  place  it  w* 
to  be  devoted  to  the  completion  of 
defence  works,  the  principle  of  whkt 
had  already  been  agreed  to  by  Para* 
ment ;  secondly,  to  the  completion  of  the 
housing  of  troops  voted  by  Parliament* 
but  for  whom  barracks  did  not  at  present 
exist;  and  thirdly,  to  the  providing oi 
a  sum  for  the  hutting  of  the  force  is 
South  Africa,  which  had  to  be  com- 
menced at  the  beginning  of  this  year 
and  which  would  require  to  be  completed, 
as  the  troops  had  been  under  canvas  for 
cm?  U\iea  years. 
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*Sir  OHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  How  many  men  1 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  For  25,000  men  in 
all,  less  the  barrack  accommodation  already 
existing.  They  would  find  it  desirable  to 
get  rid  of  some  of  the  existing  barracks, 
and  to  erect  huts  for  the  troops  in  more 
healthy  situations.  In  that  way  any 
balance  which  might  arise  from  the  sale 
of  the  barracks  would  be  taken  as  an 
appropriation  in  aid. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  (Halifax):  Will  the 
huts  last  thirty  years  1 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  Yes.  The  huts 
which  were  erected  in  the  Crimea  lasted 
for  twelve  or  fourteen  years,  and  some 
nearly  twenty  years.  They  were  of  a 
very  different  character  from  the  huts 
now  being  erected  in  South  Africa, 
which  were  superior,  and  which  there 
was  no  doubt  would  last  considerably 
longer  than  the  Crimean  barracks. 
There  was  a  third  head  on  which  they 
had  to  ask  for  money.  The  Committee 
would  recollect  that  three  years  ago  a 
Committee  sat  under  Sir  Francis 
xMowatt  which  recommended  a  very  large 
addition  to  stores  in  reserve.  That 
addition  would  practically  be  accom- 
plished at  the  end  of  the  present  year. 
With  the  exception  of  about  £250,000, 
the  whole  sum  of  £9,000,000 .  or 
XI  0,000,000  would  toave  been  spent.  It 
was  obvious,  therefore,  that  a  certain  in- 
urease instorehouse  accommodation  would 
be  required.  Then  there  was  the  question 
of  training  grounds  and  rifle  ranges. 
The  Committee  had  never  grudged 
money  for  either  rifle  ranges  or  train- 
ing grounds, and  the  sum  of  £700,000  was 
included  in  the  loan  for  these  purposes. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  the  great  anxiety 
of  members  of  the  Committee  would  be 
to  know  to  what  extent  there  might  be 
any  finality  to  these  demands.  The 
demand  must  be  biennial  or  triennial 
until  the  construction  of  barracks  was 
•completed.  They  asked  on  this  occasion 
for  sufficient  to  complete  what  was 
necessary  for  the  combatant  unit, 
allowing,  of  course,  for  the  fact  that 
whatever  was  spent  on  hutments  in 
South  Africa  would  have  had  to  be 
spent  in  permanent  barracks  in  this 
country.   There  would  remain,  and  must 


remain,  the  question  of  housing  certain 

departmental  troops  andaccessories  which 

could  not  be  completed  by  any  contract 

now  made.    They   were   taking  a  sum 

which    they    believed    could    be    fairly 

allotted  during  the  period  of  the  Bill, 

and  they  were  only  taking  what  would 

suffice  to  house  the  cavalry  and  artillery 

actually  in  existence.    The  loan  did  not 

provide  for  any  fresh  infantry  barracks 

beyond  those  for   which   provision  was 

now  made  as  having  been  allotted  to  the 

South  African  force.   The  same  principle 

obtained  and  would  obtain  under   this 

Bill  as  obtained   under   previous   Bi  Is. 

The    whole    sum    was    repayable     bj 

annuities    over   thirty    years,    so    that 

already     the     annual     Estimates    were 

bearing  a  heavy  charge,  and  would  bear 

a  heavier   charge  for  the  interest  and 

repayment  ol  this  loan.   Thus  they  would 

not  be  putting  on  posterity  the  charge 

for  erecting  these   barracks,    which   he 

hoped  would  last  four  or  five  times  the 

period  occupied  in  the  repayment  of  the 

loan.     It  was  clearly  stated  by  his  noble 

friend   in    1901    that  the  amount  then 

taken   for  barrack   accommodation  was 

less  than  half  the  amount   that  would 

be  needed,  which  it  was  felt  the  House 

would  gladly  grant  for  those  new  barracks 

required  solely  to  house  the  troops  which 

1  had  already  been  voted  by  Parliament. 

,  He  did  not  know  that  he  need  go  into 

detail  at  this  stage.     The  only  question 

I  before  them  was  whether  by  Resolution 

;  the  Government   should  be  empowered 

|  out  of  the   Consolidated  Fund  to  issue 

|  the  sum  necessary  to  continue  the  work 

'  to  which  they  were  already  committed 

i  by  Parliamentary  sanction,  and  to  com- 

I  plete  the  housing  of  troops  whose  raising 

they  had  already  been  allowed  to  carry 

;  out  and  who  were  on  the  Estimates  for 

'  the  current  year.     He  begged  to  move. 

I 

I  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
I  "  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  further 
i  provisions  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
I  certain  military  works  and  other  mili- 
|  tary  services,  and  to  authorise  the  issue 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  such 
sums,  not  exceeding  £5,000,000,  as  may 
I  be  required  for  those  purposes,  and  to 
|  make  provision  for  raising,  in  the 
i  manner  provided  by  Section  2  of  the 
!  Military  Works  Act,  1897,  the  a\M&%  *» 
[issued    by   texmmsX^    wv\v\»X\*&  \«   *• 
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period  not  exceeding  thirty  years  from 
the  date  of  borrowing.1'  —  (Mr.  Secre- 
tar ■//  Brodrick.) 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKEsaid  that  theSec- 
retary  of  State  for  War  had  stated  that 
there  was  no  change  of  principle  in  this  Bill. 
That  in  a  particular  sense  was  true, 
but  in  reality  there  was  a  new  departure 
in  respect  of  the  sanction  which  would 
be  given  by  it  to  the  South  African 
scheme,  because  power  was  taken  in  the 
Bill  to  hut  a  far  larger  number  of  troops 
than  was  thought  necessary  in  February, 
half  of  whom  were  intended  for  other 
than  South  African  needs.  While  he 
thought  he  should  not  be  in  order  in  dis- 
cussing the  difficulties  which  some  of 
them  had  in  regard  to  the  recruiting 
and  reserves  of  the  force,  he  thought 
he  should  be  in  order  in  considering  the 
principle,  which  some  of  them  thought 
a  heresy,  of  tying  up  a  portion  of  the 
British  Army  to  a  particular  need  as 
regards  war.  He  submitted  that  he 
should  be  in  order  in  discussing  the 
localisation  of  troops  provided  for  under 
the  Resolution. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  said  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  be  in  order  in 
discussing  the  localisation  of  troops  on 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill ;  but, 
technically,  localisation  was  not  before 
them  in  the  Resolution  now  being  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee. 

*Sir  CHARLES  D1LKE  said  he  would 
only  make  one  remark,  and  that  was,  if 
there  was  any  possibility  or  probability 
in  a  sudden  strain  or  pinch  of  the 
Empire  of  these  troops  being  required 
in  South  Africa  they  would  not  be 
available  for  India. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) 
said  he  believed  it  would  be  in  order  on 
the  Resolution  to  discuss  the  localisation 
of  troops  involved  in  the  expenditure  for 
the  erection  of  huts  in  South  Africa. 
He  would  point  out  that  unless  the 
Committee  took  that  opportunity  of 
discussing  the  matter  they  might  find  it 
closured  on  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Bill.  He  rose  mainly,  however,  in  order 
to  deal  with  the  financial  aspects  of  the 
proposal  before  the  Committee.  For 
some  reason  which  he  couVd  not  uuoat- 


stand  the  Secretary  of   State    for  War 
had  shown  himself  less  liberal  than  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty   in  telling 
the     Committee      what      he      wanted 
to    take     this    money     for.      He    sub 
mitted  that  the  right  hon.   Gentleman 
had   treated    the    House     unfairly    in 
bringing      forward     a      demand       for 
£5,000,000,   which     might     have    been 
£10,000,000,    without   giving    them  an 
opportunity   of   adequately     considering 
the    matter    before     they     were   called 
upon   to   discuss    it.      The    right    hon. 
Gentleman  talked  of  £5,000,000  as  if  it 
were    twopence-halfpenny.       It  was  an 
immense     sum,      and     the    Committee 
should     remember     that     it     was     in 
addition  to  other  immense  sums  which 
had  been  already  asked  for  in  the  same 
way,  which    he   believed    to    be  uncon- 
stitutional.     This     was     part     of    the 
£20,800,000  which  had   been  asked  for 
in  the  course   of    six    years,    not  one 
halfpenny  of  which    had  been  properly 
put,  as  it  should  have  been  put,  on  the 
yearly  Estimates.    The  demands  of  the 
right    hon.     Gentleman     in  respect    of 
this  £5,000,000    ought   to    be   put  into 
the    yearly   Estimates,    and   he    should 
come  to  the    House  not   every    two  or 
three  years   but  every  year  for  what  he 
wanted.    There  was  one  item  the  right 
hon.    Gentleman     had      mentioned    as 
forming  part  of  the  objects  for  expendi- 
ture for  which  he    sought  the   author! 
sation  of  the  Commit  tee — viz.,  the  reserve 
of     stores.      Would     the      right    hon. 
Gentleman  say     what    portion    of   the 
£5,000,000  that  would  stand  for  ? 

Mr.  BRODRICK  said  it  was  not  for 
stores,  but  for  storehouses. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  there 
was  another  point.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  stated,  in  effect,  that  not 
only  would  this  £5,000,000  be  applied 
to  hutting  soldiers  in  South  Africa,  but 
that  in  case  he  sold  these  barracks  for 
money,  he  would  apply  the  money  ** 
an  appropriation-in-aid  to  the  diminu- 
tion of  sums  already  expended.  If  so, 
he  thought  that  would  require  a  special 
clause  in  the  Bill.  There  was  no 
general  power  in  the  Treasury  to  u* 
these  sums  raised  by  loan  as  appro- 
priations-in-aid.  The  point  was  verj 
\?NgortKi&,  because,  in  addition  to  the 
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£5,000,000  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  going  to  spend,  he 
might  get  another  £1,000,000  from  the 
sale  of  the  barracks,  which  would  make 
£6,000,000  in  all.  Returning  to  the 
general  financial  considerations  that 
applied  to  these  matters,  he  objected 
that  both  the  Act  of  last  year 
authorising  the  issue  of  £8,500,000, 
and  the  present  Bill  authorising 
the  issue  of  another  £5,000,000,  were 
improper  measures.  They  were  most 
disastrous  to  sound  finance,  because  both 
the  £8,500,000  and  the  £5,000,000  dis- 
appeared from  the  Estimates,  and  were 
not  subject  to  examination  and  cross- 
examination  on  the  merits  of  the  expendi- 
ture. It  was  not  the  same  thing  as 
having  the  items  in  an  Estimate  before 
the  House,  and  being  able  to  move  the 
omission  of  any  one  of  them.  Once  the 
House  had  passed  this  Bill  the  matter 
had  gone  out  of  their  hands,  and  the 
items  had  passed  entirely  away  from 
them.  In  his  opinion  it  was  a  most  im- 
proper way  for  any  Government  to 
obtain  money,  to  come  down  and  ask  the 
House  in  advance  to  vote  sums  like  this. 
It  was  a  modern  and  inconvenient  prac- 
tice. When  it  was  first  introduced,  the 
House  was  told  it  was  for  once,  and  once 
only,  but  it  had  continued  from  year  to 
year,  and  he  certainly  was  not  surprised 
to  hear  his  right  hon.  friend  say  that  he 
would  come  again  next  year  to  the 
House  with  another  Loan  Bill. 


|  sented  by  hutments  he  did  not  know, 
I  but  it  looked  to  him  as  if  a  most  import- 
I  ant  new  departure  was  being  made,  and 

he   could   only   protest   against    such   a 

dangerous  departure. 

I      Mr.   BLACK  (Banffshire)  said  in  tho 
I  matter  arising  in  regard  to  the  hutments 
in  South  Afrca  it  was  important  to  know 
to  whom  these  hutments  were  to  belong 
— whether  they  were   to  belong  to  the 
War  Office  and  the  Imperial  Office,  or  to 
the  Colonial  Government  of  the  country 
in  which  they  were  situated.     If  to  the 
Colonial     Government,     it     was     quite 
clear     it     was      out      of      the     ques- 
tion   to    ask    this    country    to    borrow 
money  to  pay  for  them.     They  should 
form    a    charge    on    the    Government 
to  whom   they  belonged ;  but   assuming 
that  the  War  Office   took  them,  surely 
they  must  be  part  of  the  expense  of  the 
Army   of  occupation   in   South    Africa. 
|  Therefore    in    this  Loan  Bill   they  had 
i  a  most  important  princ  pie  and  one  which 
1  deeply  affected  all  South  African  questions. 
j  Were  the  South  African  colonies,  or  were 
i  they  not,  to  bear  the  cost  of  the  Army  of 
I  occupation,  and,  if  not,  what  reason  was 
!  there  for  their  not. doing  so  1    India  pa;d 
the  whole  cost  of  the  troops  in  India,  and 
l  why  should  this  distinction  be  drawn  ] 


Mr.  BRODRICK : 
Office. 


If  I  am  at  the  War 


Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  he  would 
not  suggest  for  a  moment  that  his  right 
hon.  friend  would  be  at  the  War  Office, 
but  either  he  or  some  other  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  come  down  to  the 
House  with  another  Loan  Bill.  Among  all 
the  liabilities  placed  upon  this  country, 
properly  or  improperly,  this  seemed  to 
him  to  be  the  most  irregular  and  incon- 
venient, but  when  they  had  regard  to 
the  way  in  which  millions  were  flung 
about  and  liabilities  were  assumed,  he 
could  only  say  that  he  should  be  sorry 
for  the  person  who  held  the  position  of 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  three  or  four 
years  hence.  He  was  exceedingly  doubt- 
ful whether  he  ought  to  vote  in  favour  of 
the  demand  for  another  £5,000,000.  What 
proportion  of  that  £5,000,000  was  repre- 


-     Mr.   WINSTON   CHURCHILL  (Old- 
ham) thought  the  Committee  would  not 
|  wish  to  prolong  the  discussion  unduly  on 
i  the    details  of  the  Resolution  which  the 
:  right  hon.   Gentleman  had   introduced 
:  but  he  would   point  out  that  if  this  dis- 
cussion were  to  be  allowed  to  terminate 
I  within  a  reasonable  time  it  must  be  on 
I  the  understanding   that  a  good  oppor- 
[  tunity  of  discussing,  in  all  its  bearings, 
I  the  measure  to  be  founded  on  this  Resolu- 
i  tion   would    be    given.     They  had   not 
|  merely    to  consider   financial   methods, 
;  but  the  methods  of  building  the  hut- 
|  ments.      Were  they  to  be  built   by  the 
j  Royal    Engineers    or    by    civilian    con- 
|  tractors  ?       He    had    no  confidence    in 
j  barracks  built  by  Royal  Engineers  ;  they 
were  very  good,  perhaps,  to  build  pontoon 
bridges  when  required,  or  patch  up  any- 
thing  in  the  field,  but  there  was  no  one 
less  qualified  to  put  up  permanent  build- 
ings.    A  large  part  of  the  manoeuvring 
area     of     Salisbury    Plain   had      Wx^ 
covered  witVi  &qt*%  ol  \stvfiK««*V  \>kw». 
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or  four  courses  high  until  it  looked  more 
like  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  city  than  the 
foundations  of  a  new  town. 


Mb.  BRODRICK  interrupted  to  say 
that  the  opportunity  for  discussion  for 
which  he  was  asked  would  be  given  on 
Friday,  when  it  was  proposed  to  take 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  as  the 
first  Order. 


Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  was 
glad  to  hear  this,  for  the  whole  question 
of  barrack  building  in  South  Africa  would 
be  discussed  with  great  interest.  The 
size  of  the  barracks  was  involved  in  the 
size  of  the  Army,  and  the  position  of  the 
new  barracks  was  involved  in  the  system 
of  Army  organisation.  They  shrank  from 
embodying  in  bricks  and  mortar  proposals 
which  had  not  hitherto  escaped  from 
criticism.  He  hoped  his  right  hon.  friend 
would  be  able  to  tell  the  House  how  he 
had  modified  the  barrack  scheme, which 
this  money  was  asked  for  to  carry  out, 
in  view  of  the  change  of  policy  at  the 
War  Office.  It  was  quite  certain  if  larger 
garrisons  were  sent  to  South  Africa  so 
much  barrack  accommodation  would  not 
be  wanted  in  England,  and  there  would 
be  economy  there  which  would  to  a  large 
extent  pay  for  the  barracks  in  South 
Africa.  With  regard  to  recruiting,  the 
recruits  for  the  Army  this  year  were 
6,000  less  than  last.  Recruiting  at  present 
was  below  the  requirements  of  the  Secre- 
tary for  War.  If  we  were  not  going  to 
have  the  men,  was  it  worth  while  to  build 
for  them?  Specific  pledges  had  been 
given  as  to  a  reduction  of  the  Army  when 
the  Reserve  was  completed.  The  bearing 
of  these  pledges  on  the  barrack  accom- 
modation to  be  provided  in  South  Africa 
had  to  be  considered.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  promised  a  reduction 
in  military  expenditure.  That  could  only 
be  effected  by  reducing  the  size  of  the 
Army  ;  and  there  was  a  general  consensus 
of  opinion  in  favour  of  such  a  step.  He 
should  also  like  to  point  out  it  was  quite 
possible  that  military  questions  might  be 
reconsidered  from  a  totally  different 
standpoint  by  another  Government  in  the 
near  future;  and  he  objected  to  the 
nation  being  committed  to  an  expensive 
policy  of  bricks  and  mortar,  which  in  a 
few  years  might  not  square  with  the 
views  of  the  Government  of  the  time. 
Mr.  WinsUm,  Churchill. 


Mr.  COURTENAY  WARNER  (Staf- 
fordshire, Lichfield)  said  there  were  two 
or  three  points  to  which  the  House  should 
have  an  answer  before  going  further.  He 
quite  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Oldham  in  what  he  had  said,  and  felt 
quite  certain  the  country  would  not  stand 
the  enormous  military  expenditure  that 
was  now  going  on,  and  would  demand 
that  it  should  be  reduced.  There  was 
one  point  in  connection  with  South 
African  huts.  As  he  understood,  no  new 
infantry  barracks  in  England  were  to  be 
built,  that  battalions  would  be  sent  out 
to  South  Africa,  and  that  there  would  he 
large  depdts  in  England  for  the  battalions 
that  were  being  sent  abroad.  Where 
were  those  large  depots  to  be  1  If  it  was 
the  case  that  some  of  the  dep6ts  were  too 
large  already,  that  would  be  a  partial 
answer  to  his  question.  But  there  were 
very  few  such  depots,  and  he  thought  it 
would  be  found  that  a  considerable  outlay 
would  have  to  be  made  under  this  scheme. 
He  was  extremely  surprised  to  see  tbe 
storehouses  crop  up  again,  because  he 
thought  that  two  years  ago  not  only 
were  the  storehouses  there,  but  all  the 
stores  were  collected  ready  for  th« 
mobilisation  of  any  regiment.  He  hoped 
there  would  not  be  a  large  expenditure 
on  storehouses.  Then  with  regard  to 
rifle  ranges  and  training  grounds,  he  com- 
plained that  these  two  items  were  lumped 
together  in  such  a  way  that  no  one  could 
see  how  much  was  spent  on  rifle  range* 
and  how  much  on  training  grounds.  He 
urged  that  these  items  should  be  separ- 
ated, and  there  should  be  a  distinct  under 
standing  as  to  what  was  being  spent  on 
rifle  ranges  as  distinct  from  training 
grounds. 

Major  SEELY  (Isle  of  Wight)  said 
that  as  the  Secretary  for  War  had  given 
a  pledge  that  there  would  be  an 
opportunity  afforded  on  Friday  for  fully 
discussing  the  Bill,  he  would  content 
himself  with  asking  how  nn'ch  money 
was  to  be  spent  on  the  hutments  in 
South  Africa ;  how  many  men  and  what 
arms  of  the  service  would  be  accom- 
modated, and  where  were  the  hutments 
to  be  placed.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man could  answer  these  questions,  which 
were  of  great  interest  to  military  men, 
now,  a  great  many  of  the  Committee 
would  be  grateful  and  the  discussion  on 
Friday  would  be  much  expedited. 
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Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.)  said  his  l 
experience  was  that  if  they  did  not  take 
the  opportunity   to    raise  questions    at 
once    when    Bills    of    this    kind    were 
brought  in,  the  opportunity  was  never 
afterwards     afforded.       It     had     been 
stated  that  the    Bill  involved  no  new 
principle,  but  the  constant  coming  to  the 
House   for    loans  was    in   itself  a  new 
principle.     The  situation  was  becoming  J 
very  serious.   The  meaning  of  the  Bill  was  { 
that  £2,500,000  was  to  be  added  to  the 
year's  Army  expenditure  of  £34,000,000. 
Of  that  money  a  great  deal  would  be 
used  for  buildings  of  a  temporary  char- J 
*cter,  which  would  not  last  for  the  thirty 
years  in  which   the  money  was   to    be 
repaid.     That  in  itself  was  a  new  de- 
parture in  our  system.     When  were  these 
Loan  Bills  to  end  ?     During  the  past  six  ] 
years  four  of  these  Bills  had  been  intro- 
duced,   involving    an     expenditure     of] 
£20,000,000.       What     was     the    total  J 
amount     required  ?      Was     it     to     be  I 
£50,000,000  or  £100,000,000?    Surely 
the  War  Office  ought  to  be  able  to  say —  [ 
<l  Give  us  so.  many  millions  and  we  will 
be  done  with  it."    What  was  the  use  of  I 
going  on  with  these  building  programmes 
with  money  so  freely  voted  by  this  House  1 
He  thought  now  was  a  good  time  to  say  I 
"  We    will    not     sanction    the    present  I 
demand  of  the  Government  without  we 
are  told  what  the  total  amount  of  that 
expenditure  will  be." 


EVENING  SITTING. 


Mr.  BRODRICK  interposed  to  say 
that  unless  the  Resolution  were  agreed 
to  it  would  be  difficult  to  carry  out  his 
promise  to  put  down  the  Bill  on  Friday. 

Mb.  LOUGH  said  a  Resolution  of  this  i 
importance  should  not  be  rushed  through  i 
in  that  fashion.  Besides,  the  Prime 
Minister  had  stated  that  the  South 
African  Loan  Bill  would  be  the  first 
order  on  Friday. 

And,  it  being  half -past  Seven  of  the 
clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again 
hi i  evening. 


MILITARY  WORKS  (CONSOLIDATED 
FUND). 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the 
Chair.] 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  it  is  expedient  to  make  further 
provisions  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
certain  Military  Works  and  other  Military 
Services,  and  to  authorise  the  issue  out 
of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  such  sums, 
not  exceeding  £5,000,000,  as  may  be 
required  for  those  purposes,  and  to  make 
provision  for  raising,  in  the  manner  pro- 
vided by  Section  2  of  The  Military 
Works  Act,  1897,  the  sums  so  issued  by 
terminable  Annuities  for  a  period  not 
exceeding  thirty  years  from  the  date  of 
borrowing." — (Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 


Mr.  O'MARA  (Kilkenny,  S.)  said  that 
last  year  he  and  his  hon.  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  East  Mayo  strongly  opposed  this 
method  of  providing  for  expenditure, 
which  went  on  increasing  in  amount; 
and  he  thought  the  Committee  ought  to 
be  given  some  explanation  of  the  increases 
which  were  being  constantly  asked  for. 
k  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  ought  to 
I  inform  the  Committee  what  precisely  he 
was  asking  them  to  commit  themselves 
to.  When  the  last  Bill  was  passed,  he 
thought  they  were  approaching  the  end 
of  such  measures.  He  was  aware  that 
part  of  the  money  was  to  be  employed  on 
permanent  works,  but  he  could  not  feel 
justified  in  permitting  that  stage  to  pass 
without  entering  a  protest.  If  they 
passed  the  Bill  now  they  would  be 
committing  themselves  to  an  expenditure 
of  £5,000,000;  and  there  would  be  no 
opportunity  of  again  criticising  it  once 
I  the  Bill  was  passed.  This  method  of 
raising  money  was  first  introduced  at  the 
time  of  Lord  Palmerston.  Mr.  Gladstone 
was,  however,  thoroughly  opposed  to  it. 
It  was  not  until  after  he  had  retired  that 
the  system  was  reintroduced  ;  and  since 
thenbetween£30,000,000and  £40,000,000 
had  been  spent  on  works  of  a  semi- 
permanent character.  Indeed,  in  tkkss^ 
cases  the  payments  would  continue  ^^^ 
after  the  works  themselves  had  n»»»4se*^ 
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be  of  any  use.  No  such  measure  had 
ever  been  introduced  without  a  protest 
from  the  Irish  Members,  and  he,  there- 
fore, would  protest  against  it. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  said  that  this 
Resolution  was  a  proper  opportunity 
for  criticising  the  financial  aspect  cl 
the  proposals  of  the  Government  as 
distinct  from  questions  of  policy.  When 
the  Resolution  was  once  embodied  in 
the  Bill  they  would  be  somewhat 
severely  restricted  in  their  discussions. 
There  were  three  financial  points  to 
which  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
ought  to  be  drawn  before  the  Resolution 
was  passed.  The  first  was  the  method 
of  proceeding  by  loan.  They  were  getting 
pretty  far  advanced  in  this  series  of  naval 
and  military  works  loans,  which  were 
introduced  every  alternate  year ;  and  it 
certainly  looked  as  if  it  were  now  to  be 
considered  an  established  practice  that 
large  sums,  amounting  to  many  millions 
of  money,  should  be  raised  by  loan  instead 
of  being  put  on  the  ordinary  Estimates. 
As  things  went  on  now,  it  was  pretty 
clear  that  when  one  of  these  loans  was 
up  in  thirty  years,  they  would  still  have 
to  continue  to  introduce  Bills  of  this 
nature,  and  to  pile  up  debt  in  this 
manner.  For  several  years  Parliament 
had  been  asked  to  vote  sums  of  between 
£7,000,000  and  £8,000,000  in  this  way  ; 
but  it  would  be  much  more  satisfactory 
if  these  items  were  taken  out  of  the 
revenues  for  the  year  instead  of  being 
raised  by  loan.  By  this  method  the 
taxpayer  was  asked  to  pay  the  amount 
twice  over,  because  the  interest  for  thirty 
years,  apart  from  the  sinking  fund, 
would  represent  the  original  amouut. 
In  this  connection  they  ought  to  ex- 
amine most  carefully  the  nature  of  the 
works  for  which  the  money  was  to  be 
borrowed.  They  were  told  that  a  con- 
siderable part  of  it  would  be  spent  for 
building  huts  for  the  troops  in  South 
Africa.  The  Secretary  of  State  did  not 
indicate  the  nature  of  the  huts ;  but  he 
took  it  that  they  were  to  be  tin  and 
timber  structures,  such  as  they  were , 
well  acquainted  with  in  South  Africa. 
He  thought,  if  they  were  to  be  sub- 
stantial buildings,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not  have  used  the 
word  "huts"  to  describe  them.  At  I 
home    the    Local    Government    Board 

Mr.  O'Mara. 


.  refused  to  allow  municipal    authorities 
I  to  borrow  money  for  putting  up  such 
buildings.    They  had  to  be  paid  for  out 
of  revenue.     That  being  so,  it  was  rather 
remarkable  that  the  Government  should 
ask  the  Committee  to  include  buildings 
I  of  this  nature  in  a  Bill  which  was  to  run 
I  for  a  period  of  thirty  years.     The  Secre- 
[tary   of   State    said   that    certain    huts 
I  which   had   been  built  in    the    Crimea 
I  during  the  war  were  still  in   existence  ; 
I  but  he  doubted  whether  the  right  hon. 
I  Gentleman    would    claim    them     as     a 
I  national  asset.     The  purpose  fur  which 
I  they  were  erected  had  disappeared  ;  and 
I  to    represent  them  as  a   national   asset 
I  would  be  an  absurd  idea.    Another  ques- 
I  tion    arose    in    connection    with     these 
I  huts  in  South  Africa.     They  were  given 
I  to  understand  that  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment  self-government  would  be  given 
to  the  new  colonies.     Supposing  in  five 
I  years  the  colonies  were  given  self-go vern- 
I  ment,   how  would  the    Home  Govern- 
mentthen  stand,  having  borrowed  mone\ 
I  on  a  thirty  years  term,  and  spent  it  on 
huts  which  would  be  handed  overtothe 
new  Colonial  Governments.    It  appeared 
to  him  that  such  an  item  ought  not  to  be 
included  in  a  Bill  of  this  kind  at  all.      It 
ought  to  be  paid  for  out  of  revenue  and 
not^out  of  capital     Further,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman   did   not    state    the    amount 
which  was  to  be  devoted  to  this  purpose. 
These  were  matters  on  which  the  Com- 
mittee should  have  accurate  information 
before  they  passed  the  Resolution  ;  and 
if  it  were  correct  that  the  huts  were  to 
be  of  a    tin    and    timber    character,    he 
thought   the   amount    which    that    item 
represented  should  be  struck  out. 

MR.DALZIEL(Kirkcaldy  Burghs)  said 
he  understood  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  given  the  Committee  an  assur- 
ance that  they  would  be  able  to  discuss 
this  question  fully,  probably  on  Friday, 
when  the  Bill  would  be  put  down  as 
first  order.  If  that  were  so,  it  would 
be  a  mistake  to  prolong  the  discussion 
now ;  but  before  the  Resolution  was  passed 
he  would  ask  how  much  of  this  monev 
was  to  be  annexed  for  Africa.  He 
supposed  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could 
state  exactly  what  was  the  African  pro- 
portion of  the  expenditure. 

Mr.  GRETTON  (Derbyshire,  S.)  said 
that  the   right   hon.    Gentleman    stated 
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that  a  certain  portion  of  this  money  was 
to  be  spent  on  defensive  works.  That 
opened  up  very  large  and  important  ques- 
tions, which  in  the  past  occasioned  a 
considerable  amount  of  friction.  He 
wished  to  know  what  proportion  of  this 
Vote  was  to  be  devoted  to  the  purposes 
of  defensive  works. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Carnarvon 
Boroughs)  said  he  wished  to  support  the 
request  of  his  hon.  friend  for  some  in- 
formation as  to  the  proportion  of  this  Vote 
to  be  spent  in  South  Africa.  It  was  a  very 
serious  matter  the  way  in  which  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  country  was'  growing  by 
means  of  these  extraordinary  measures. 
They  were  quite  a  new  development. 
When  he  first  came  to  the  House  he  did 
not  think  there  were  any  Bills  of  this 
character ;  but  now  they  were  following 
the  example  of  Germany  and  raising  by 
loan  money  which  really  ought  to  be  part 
of  the  current  expenditure  of  the  year. 
By  that  means  they  were  deluding  people 
into  the  belief  that  the  expenditure  of  the 
country  was  not  what  it  was.  If  his  hon. 
friends  would  follow  the  Naval  and  Mili- 
tary Works  Bills  they  would  find  they 
were  practically  in  the  nature  of  national 
expenditure,  though  they  resolved  them- 
selves in  this  way  ihto  an  addition  to  the 
capital  expenditure  of  the  country.  These 
Bills  were  expedients  which  had  been 
adopted  also  in  France  and  Germany,  in 
order  to  hide  the  real  character  of  military 
expenditure  from  the  people ;  and  they 
would  grow  until  the  amount  involved 
would  assume  very  large  proportions. 
Last  year,  another  Bill  was  brought  in 
called  an  appropriation  in  aid,  a  sort  of 
financial  jugglery  to  hide  from  the 
country  what  had  been  spent.  Very  few 
people  had  any  idea  of  how  much  was 
being  spent  on  the  Army  and  Navy.  Part 
of  this  expenditure  was  for  the  colonies  ; 
and  when  this  country  was  called  upon  to 
spend  £5,000,000  this  year,  £7,000,000 
last  year,  and  similar  sums,  he  thought  it 
was  abouc  time  that  the  colonies  con- 
tributed towards  such  expenditure. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  said  he  would 
answer  the  one  or  two  specific  questions 
which  had  been  put  to  him.  His  hon. 
friend  asked  him  a  question  as  to  defen- 
sive works.  The  defensive  works  were  a 
continuation  of  the  works  already  sanc- 
tioned by  Parliament,  such  as  the 
provision  of  guns  for  coaling  stations  and 


commercial  ports.  With  regard  to  the 
huts  to  be  erected  in  South  Africa,  of  the 
£3,575,000  to  be  taken  for  barracks, 
£2,250,000  would  be  spent  on  huts  in 
South  Africa ;  but  from  that  there  must 
be  deducted  the  sale  of  certain  barracks 
to  which  he  had  alluded.  He  could  not 
state  the  exact  amount  of  the  expendi- 
ture ;  but,  roughly  speaking  it  would  be 
under  £2,000,000,  and  it  was  anticipated 
that  that  would  provide  the  complete-  . 
accommodation  necessary  for  the  troops 
which  it  was  proposed  to  retain  in  South 
Africa.  The  troops  in  South  Africa  had 
to  have  a  roof  over  their  heads.  If  it 
was  proposed  to  reduce  the  force  to  be 
retained  in  South  Africa  from  30,000 
men  to  15,000,  then  no  doubt  this 
expenditure  could  be  avoided  ;  but  if  it 
was  intended  to  keep  the  troops  at  their 
present  strength  in  South  Africa,  even, 
for  the  sake  of  argument,  for  a  year  or 
two,  it  would  be  necessary  to  put  a  roof 
over  their  heads.  They  could  riot  keep 
troops  under  canvas  for  five  years 
together. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  asked  were  the  huts 
to  be  timber  buildings. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  WAR  OFFICE  (Lord  Stanley, 
(Lancashire,  Westhoughton)  said  that 
the  buildings  were  to  be  of  iron  and 
timber,  of  the  kind  used  in  South  Africa 
by  the  civil  population. 

Mr.  BLACK  asked  to  whom  they 
were  to  belong. 

Lord  STANLEY:  To  the  English 
Government. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  that  the  Committee 
must  have  heard  with  surprise  the  large 
amount  of  the  Vote  which  was  to  be  set 
aside  for  South  Africa.  No  one  supposed 
it  would  be  so  large ;  and  no  case  had 
been  made  out  for  it.  As  a  protest  he 
begged  to  move  the  reduction  of  the 
Vote  by  £1,000,000. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  * £5,000,000/  and  insert 
4  £4,000,000.'"— {Mr.Dahiel.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That '  £5,000  ,Q^V 
stand  part  of  the  Question." 
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Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  E.)  said 
he  thought  his  hon.  friend  was  fully 
justified  in  the  action  he  had  taken. 
It  had  now  become  practically  part  of 
their  regular  financial  procedure  that 
large  sums  of  money  were  to  be  borrowed 
year  by  year  for  expenditure,  which  in 
past  years  was  invariably  borne  on  the 
Estimates.  In  connection  with  the  ex- 
penditure for  barrack  accommodation  in 
South  Africa  it  should  be  remembered 
that  there  was  a  very  large  increase  put 
on  the  Estimates  for  barrack  accommoda- 
tion to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
garrison  sent  to  South  Africa.  He 
certainly  should  support  his  hon.  friend. 
In  the  Military  Works  Act  of  1901  there 
was  a  [sub-head  ('  Barracks  for  foreign 
stations,"  but  the  total  amount  asked 
for  was  only  £500,000,  whereas  now 
the  Committee  were  to  be  asked  to  vote 
no  less  than  £2,000,000  for  the  barrack 
accommodation  and  the  hutting  of  this 
permanent  force  in  South  Africa.  It 
was  one  of  the  incidental  charges  of  the 
new  policy  of  the  Government,  and  he 
should  certainly  oppose  the  proposal 
permanently  to  station  25,000  men  in 
South  Africa.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  given  no  explanation  whatever 
of  why,  having  in  March  last  estimated 
15,000  as  the  proper  number  for  the 
permanent  garrison,  he  had  now  altered 
the  number  to  25,000.  Until  adequate 
reasons  had  been  given  he  should  strongly 
oppose  the  new  policy.  . 

Mr.  BRODEICK  said  that  on 
Thursday  last  he  carefully  stated  the 
grounds  on  which  these  proposals  were 
made.  There  was  no  question  in  the 
mind  of  the  War  Office  of  having  more 
than  15,000  men  as  the  permanent  force 
in  South  Africa  until  the  Defence  Com- 
mittee recommended,  for  the  benefit  of 
India,  that  a  certain  force  should  be 
kept  permanently  in  South  Africa  for 
the  reinforcement  of  India,  a  duty  which 
had  been  admitted  by  successive  Govern- 
ments in  India,  but  for  which  provision 
could  only  have  been  made  hithertoin  this 
country  under  difficulties  which  in 
certain  eventualities  might  have  proved 
insuperable.  That  was  a  strong  reason 
for  this  addition  to  the  force.  Moreover, 
it  would  be  unfair  to  charge  the  force  in 
South  Africa  with  the  increased  ex- 
penditure  laid  before  the  Committee  for 


huts.  Troops,  if  they  existed  at  all, 
must  be  housed.  The  hon.  Member 
seemed  to  have  forgotten  that  during 
the  last  six  years  an  addition  of  nearly 
60,000  men  had  been  made  to  the 
establishment  of  the  Army,  and  that  it 
would  have  been  impossible  to  provide 
in  previous  Bills  for  the  barrack  accom- 
modation of  those  men  in  this  country. 
The  works  could  not  be  carried  out 
within  the  time  for  which  the  Bills  were 
intended  to  run.  The  hon.  Member 
might  rest  assured  that  nothing  would 
be  spent  in  South  Africa  on  works 
which  would  be  duplicated  here.  The 
Committee  would  recollect  that  under 
great  pressure  from  Parliament,  and 
from  a  sense  of  our  inferiority  in  the 
matter  of  artillery,  sixty  or  seventy 
batteries  were  added  during  the  war, 
and,  up  to  the  present,  accommodation 
for  those  batteries  had  been  made  only 
on  Salisbury  Plain  by  huts  there  erected. 
It  was  absolutely  necessary,  whether  in 
this  country  or  in  South  Africa,  that 
provision  for  the  accommodation  of  three 
batteries  should  be  made,  and  huts  could 
be  erected  in  South  Africa  at  a  more 
reasonable  cost  than  the  permanent 
accommodation  in  this  country. 

Mr.  FULLER  (Wiltshire,  Westbury) 
asked  whether  he  understood  correctly 
that  so  far  as  money  was  spent  on  huts 
in  South  Africa  so  far  there  would  be  a 
reduction  in  the  amount  spent  on  Salis- 
bury Plain  and  elsewhere  in  this  country. 

*  Mr.  BRODRICK  said  that  was  so. 
The  hon.  Member  would  easily  under- 
stand that  if  the  War  Office  attempted 
to  build  for  50,000  tioops  in  this  country 
eight  or  ten  years  would  be  necessary 
for  the  work,  and  a  much  larger  sum 
would  have  to  be  asked  for  for  its 
completion.  A  portion  of  the  charge 
was  asked  for  South  Africa,  and 
proportionately  the  charge  in  this 
country  was  reduced. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAX 
(Stirling  Burghs)  desired  to  say  a  * 
word  in  strong  support  of  the 
Amendment.  It  was  necessary  that 
the  House  of  Commons  should  put 
its  foot  down  on  such  an  occasion  as  a  pro- 
test against  the  rate  at  which  military 
expenditure   was   growing.       The   right 
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hou.  Gentleman  no  doubt  could  advance 
very  plausible  reasons  for  this  great  ex- 
penditure; but  the  country  saw,  and  it 
ought  to  be  the  duty  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  see,  that  a  stop  must  be  put  to 
the  growth  of  military  expenditure.  The 
revenue  would  be  unequal  to  the  burden 
if  this  expenditure  was  not  checked,  and 
the  House  of  Commons  must  show  by  its 
action  and  vote  that  it  was  in  earnest, 
even  if  that  involved  a  reduction  of  the 
number  of  men.  That  really  was  at  the 
bottom  of  the  whole  question,  and  the 
country  must  be  left  in  no  doubt  as  to 
the  determination  of  Parliament  in  this 
respect. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) submitted  that  this  was  not  the  time 
for  the  House  of  Commons  to  put  its  foot 


down.  He  felt  as  strongly  as  anybody 
the  necessity  for  the  reduction  of  waste- 
ful expenditure,  but  the  question  must 
be  approached  in  a  business-like  spirit. 
Whatever  was  proved  to  be  necessary  he 
was  prepared  to  vote  for,  but  he  was 
not  prepared  to  support  expenditure  of 
which  no  explanation  or  justification  was 
given.  This  question  ought  to  be  dis- 
cussed when  the  Committee  had  the  full 
facts  before  it ;  when  that  time  came  he 
would  be  prepared  impartially  to  consider 
the  matter,  but  in  the  meantime  he 
thought  the  present  stage  was  hardly  the 
opportunity  for  the  discussion  of  details. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,   118  ;, 
Noes,  68.     (Division  List  No  176.) 


Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  0. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-  b  leteher,Rt.  Hn.SirH. 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Bulcarres,  Lord 
Banbury.  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bignoki,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bosoawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Bull,  William  James 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Cavendish,  V  C  W  (Derbysh.) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  [Aston  Manor) 
Charrington,  Spencer 
('ollings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
I  orbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasg.) 
Cor,  Irwin  Edwd.  Bainbridge 
Crean,  Eugene 
Cross.  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
C(OS8ley.  Rt.  Hon.  SirSavile 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dewar,SirT.  \\.(Tower  Hamlets 
Dick  bod,  Charles  Scott 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Alters 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Ed. 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edw.  Algernon 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,PhilipS.(  JFrtrttfic£,S.  W 


Allen,  Chas.  P.  (Glove.  Stroud 
A-quith.  Rt.  Hon.  Herbt.  Hy. 
Burran,  Rowland  Hirst 


AYES. 

Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
Godsoo, Sir  August  us  Frederick 
Gordon,Hn  J  ^Elginand Nairn 
Gore,HnG.  R.C. Ormsby  (Salop 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,  Hy.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Gretton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Heath,  James  {Staffs.  N.  W.) 
Helder,  Augustas 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood 
Kenyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  {Denbigh 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  W.  [Salop 
Kerr,  John 

King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Law,  Andrew  Bon&r  {Glasgow 
Lawson,JohuGrant(  I  orkstNll 
Leveson-Gower,FrederickN.S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Rt.  Hn.  Walter  (Bristol,S 
Lucas.Reginald  J.  (Portsmouth) 
M*Iver,SirLewis(£c?wfo/r0rA  W 
M'Killop,  Jss.  (Stirlingshire) 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Maxwell,RtHnSirH.E(  WigVn 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (Walthamstow) 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,  Kt.  Hn  A.  Graham  (Bute 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Percy,  Earl 

Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Rot>ert 
Rattigan,  Six  William  Henry 

NOES. 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Black,  Alexander  William 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 


Reid.  James  {Greenock) 
Rensliaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  H.  (Hackney) 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire 
Rutherford,  W.  W .(Liverpool) 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehoust) 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seely,Maj.  J.  E.  li.(IsleoJ Wight 
Seton-Karr,  Sir  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T.) 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  (Renfrew 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Sp«ar,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  Jn.  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Win.  Edw.  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 
Webb,ColonelWilliaui  George 
V?e\byM.-Go\.A.C.E(Taun?n 
Whiteley,  B..(Ashton-u.~24me) 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York.E.B 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wodehouse,Rt.  Hn.fi.  R.  (Bath 
Worsley-Taylor,  Hry.  Wilson 
Wylie,  Alexander 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hoodand  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Brigg,  John 
Broadhurst, , 


Broadhurst,  Henr^    ^^^^w^N 
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Burt,  Thomas 
Caldwell,  James 
€ampbell-Bannennan,   Sir   H 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter  (Lanark 
Cremer?  William  Randal 
Crombie,  John  William 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Dilke,   Rt.   Hon.   Sir  Charles 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
'Grant,  Corrie 
Gurdon,Sir  W\  Brampton 
Harms  worth,  R.  Leicester 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 


.  Humphreys- Owen,  Arthur  C 
|  Joicey,  Sir  James 

Jones,  William(  Carnarv  onshire 

Kearley,  Hudson  E.  ' 

1  Lambert,  George  j 

|  La waon, Sir  Wilfrid  (Cor/it^a//)  ; 

Lay  land- Barratt,  Francis  \ 

Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Accringion) 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lundon,  W.  | 

]  M'Kenna,  Reginald 

Mark  ham,  Arthur  Basil 
I  Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen 

Norman,  Henry  \ 

!  Priestley,  Arthur 

Rickett,  J.  Compton 
!  Bigg,  Richard 
I  Runoiman,  Walter  I 

Shackle  ton,  David  James        ' 
'  Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
•  Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire)       \ 


Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Taylor,Theodore  C.  (Radclip) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glanvorf/anjE. 
Tomkin*-on,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Warner.  Thos.  Courtenay  T 
Wason.  Eugene(  Clae  kma  nnan ) 
Weir,  James  Gallowav 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
Whiteley,  G.  (York,   W.  B.) 
Whitley.  J.  H.  (Halt  fax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  O.  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (York,  W.  B.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham  Mid) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Dalziel  and  Mr. 
Buchanan. 


Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

LICENSING  ACTS  (SCOTLAND)  CON- 
SOLID ATION  AND  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee), further  considered. 

Proceedings  resumed  on  Amendment 
proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  25,  lines  28  and  29,  to  leave  out 
the  words  4  in  that  part  of  the  premises  where 
exciseable  liquor  i8  sold  or  consumed.'" — (Sir 
John  Leng.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
roposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
ill." 


Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 
said  this  provision  applied  only  to  that  part 
of  the  premises  where  liquor  was  consumed. 
Therefore  the  alterations  could  only 
be  ordered  in  that  part  of  the  pre- 
mises where  liquor  was  consumed. 
That,  he  considered,  was  a  most  un- 
necessary restriction,  because,  obviously, 
sanitary  arrangements  were  required. 
There  were  other  things  as  well.  If 
there  was  a  side  door  or  a  back  door 
the  licensing  authority  when  they  came 
to  deal  with  the  structural  altera 
tions  ought  to  have  the  whole  of 
the  premises  under  their  jurisdiction, 
and  they  should  not  be  limited  merely 
to  that  part  where  liquor  was  sold  or 
consumed. 

♦The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.    A. 
i  -Graham   Murray,   Buteshire)    said  he 
could  not  accept  the  Amendment. 


Mr.  BLACK  (Banffshire)  asked  how 
was  it  possible  under  the  provisions  of 
this  clause  for  the  licensing  authority  to 
say  what  part  of  the  premises  should  be 
licensed. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY  (Manchester,  S.W.) 
pointed  out  that  the  licence-holder  had 
more  than  one  authority  to  deal  with, 
for  he  had  to  deal  not  only  with  the 
licensing  authoiity  but  also  with  the 
sanitary  authority.  Some  of  the  licensing 
authorities,  not  only  in  England  but  in 
Scotland,  had  behaved  very  unreasonably 
to  the  licence  -  holders.  [Cries  of 
"  Where  ? "]  They  had  behaved  so  un- 
reasonably that  licence  -  holders  were 
unable  to  put  their  premises  in  a  proper 
sanitary  condition  because  the  licensing 
authority  said  they  must  not  do  this  or 
that.  Hon.  Members  opposite  asked 
where  this  took  place.  He  was  much 
too  old  to  quote  the  names  of  the  places 
for  if  he  did  they  all  knew  what  wTouhl 
happen  at  the  next  licensing  sessions. 
He  hoped  the  Lord  Advocate  would 
remain  firm  and  not  accept  this  Amend- 
ment, which  would  bring  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  to  the  licence-holder,  and  would 
not  achieve  the  object  in  view. 

*The  SOLICITOR -GENERAL  for 
SCOTLAND  (Mr,  Scott  Dickson,  Glas- 
gow, Bridgton)  said  an  experienced 
licensing  Court  would  have  no  difficulty 
in  regulating  the  part  of  the  premises 
where  liquor  was  sold,  leaving  the  other 
part  of  the  premises  to  be  dealt  with  bv 
the  other  ordinary  sanitary  authority. 

Question  put. 
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The     House    divided  :  —  Ayes,    135;    Noes,  75.    (Division  List,  No.  177.) 


Aoland-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  0. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon,  John 
Aubrey-Fletcher,Rt.  Hn.SirH. 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bosoawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Bull,  William  James 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W {Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Evelyn  {Aston  Manor) 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  ThoB.  H.  A.  E. 
Collings,  Right  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Hainbridge 
Cross,  Alexander  {Glasgow) 
Cross,  H.  Shepherd  {Bolton) 
Crossley,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Delany,  William 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dewar,  Sir  T.  R.(7V.  EamVts 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Elliot,  Hn.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Finch,  Rt.  Hn.  George  H. 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edw.  Algernon 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fo8ter,Philip.S(  Warwick,S.  W 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
<2arflt,  William 


Allen,  Chas.  P.  {Glos.  t  Stroud) 
Asher,  Alexander 
Asquith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbt.  Hy. 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Bavley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Brigg»  John 
Braadhurst,  Henry 
Brown,George  M.  {Edinburgh) 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Burt,  Thomas 

Campbell- Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Corbett,  A.  C&meron{Glasgow) 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter  {Lanark 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Oombie,  John  William 
Dalziel,   James  Henry 
Davies,  Alfred  {Carmarthen) 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Dunn,  Sir  William 


^      AYES. 

Godson,  Sir  AugustusFrederick 
Gordon,  Hn.  JE{Elgin  d;  Nairn 
Gore,  HnG.RC.Ormsby-  {Salop 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,  Hy.  D.  {Shrewsbury) 
Gretton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Ha'dy,  Laurence  {Kent  y  Ash}  d 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Heath,  James  {Staff ords. N .  W. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hobhouse,RtHnH.  {So)ners't,E 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Howard,  J  no.  {Kent,Faversham 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhous* 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fred 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  W.  {Salop 
Kerr,  John 

King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  {Glasgow) 
Law8on,JohnGrant(  Yorks,N.lt 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  {Birkenhead) 
Leveson-Gower,FrederiokN.  S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  ErskiTK* 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  Walter  {Bristol  tS 
Lucas,  Reg'ld  J.  {Portsmouth) 
M( Arthur,  Charles  {Liverpool) 
M*Iver,SirLewis(i?rfm6tjr0rA  W 
M'Killop,  James  {Stirlingshire 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
MaxwellRtHnSirH.E.(  WigVn 
Mil  vain,  Thomas 
Morgan,  D.  J.  ( Walthamstow) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thsh.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Ay  liner 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,  KtHn  A .  Graham(l*ute 
Murray,  Chas.  J.  {Coventry) 
Myeis,  William  Henry 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  S.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Percy,  Earl 

NOES. 

Emmott,  Alfred 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmund 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Gordon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Hope,  John  Deans  {Fife,  West 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jaooby,  James  Alfred 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  Wm.  {Carnarvonshire) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Lambert.  George 
Lawson,Sir  Wilfrid  {Cornwall) 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leese,  8ir  Jos.  F.  [AccrxngUm] 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Levy,  Maurice 


Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Rtid,  James  {Greenock) 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  {Hackney) 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Rutherford,  John  {Lancashire 
Rutherford,  W.  W .{Liverpool) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Scott,  SirS.  {Marylcbone,  W.) 
Seely,Maj.  J.  E.  B.  {Isleof  Wight 
Seton-Karr,  Sir  Henry 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H .  {Renfrew 
Smith, James  Parker(Z«//arJfo. 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  {Lanes.) 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot,  Lord  E. {Chichester) 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson.  Sir  Wm.  E.  M. 
Valentia,  V  iscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  {Exeter) 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Wm.  H. 
Webb,  Colonel  William  George 
Welby,Lt-Col.  ACE.  ( Taunton) 
Whiteley,H(^$Mo/i  und.  Lyne 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  {York.E.R. 
Wilson,  John  {Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  {Glasgow) 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.E.R.(£aM 
Wylie,  Alexander 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes  — 
Mr.  Anatruther  and  Mr. 
Fellowe8. 


Lewis,  John  Herbert 

M'Laren,  Sir  Charles  Benj. 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Morgan, J. Lloyd  {Carmarthen) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Priestley,  Arthur 

Rickett,  J.  Coinpton 

Rigg,  Riohard 

Runciman,  Walter 

Samuel,  Herbt.  L.  {Cleveland) 

Shackleton,  David  James 

Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Stafford) 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 

Soares,  Ernest  J. 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  {Radcliffe) 

Thomas,  Sir  A.  (0km.,  S.) 

Tomkinaon,  James 

Toulmin,  George  ^ 

Trevelyan,  Charles  Phi**?^ 

Walton,  Jws^dl  VBo*-**^5*^ 
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Warner,  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,  Eugene  (Caikmannan) 
Wason,  John  Cathcart  {Orhiey 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
Whiteley,  G.  (York,  W.  B.) 


Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittalcer,  Thomas  rainier 
Williams.  O.  (Merioneth) 
Wilaon,  H.  J.  (York,  W.  B.) 
Woodhouse,SirJ.T.(ift/tf  sfild 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 


Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Caldwell  and  Mr. 
Black. 


MR.  CALDWELL  moved  the  Amend- 
ment on  the  Paper  standing  in  the 
name  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Dundee. 
He  looked  upon  this  provision  as  a  very 
unreasonable  one.  If  the  licensing 
authority  made  any  order  with  reference 
to  structural  alterations  there  was  a 
power  of  appeal,  and  therefore  the 
licence  holder  was  sufficiently  protected. 
He  thought  the  period  of  five  years  was 
a  very  long  one,  because  it  would  tie 
the  hands  of  the  licensing  authority  for 
that  period  from  ordering  any  small 
alterations.  The  result  would  be  that 
the  licensing  authorities  would  be 
inclined  to  order  larger  alterations  than 
they  otherwise  would,  because  they 
would  not  be  able  to  order  any  more 
alterations  for  a  period  of  five  years. 
Again,  by  putting  in  thi-  restriction  they 
practically  suggested  to  the  licensing 
authority  that  at  the  end  of  every  five 
years  there  should  be  an  overhauling  of 
the  premises.  He  did  not  think  this 
provision  would  be  to  the  advantage  of 
tie  licence  holders,  and  ne  begged  to 
in  ove. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill. 

"  In  paj^e  '25,  line  30,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  'Act,*  to  the  end  of  line  34."—  (Air. 
Caldwell.) 

Question  proposed.  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

*Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  he 
could  not  accept  this  Amendment. 
The  House  would  remember  that  in  the 
case  of  a  new  certificate  the  licensing 
Court  were  absolute  masters  of  the 
situation,  and  they  could  mould  the 
plans  as  they  wished.  The  argument 
that  the  licensing  Courts  were  not  always 
the  same  persons  in  his  opinion  cut  the 
other  way.  It  was  because  they  were 
not  always  the  same,  and  because  licence- 
holders  should  not  be  subjected  to   the 


idiosyncrasies  of  other  peisons,  that  this 
restriction  should  be  allowed.  There 
were  many  things  in  which  they  were 
allowed  to  change  their  mind,  it  vat 
possible  for  Mid  Lanark  to  nave  a  new 
Member  at  the  end  of  seven  years.  He 
eould  scarcely  imagine  that  such  a  thing 
was  possible,  but  it  it  were  it  would  not 
be  a  structural  alteration. 

Mr.  BLACK  hoped  the  Lord  Advocate 
would  not  put  the  House  to  the  necessity 
of  going  to  a  division  upon  this  question. 
If  the  licensing  authority  desired  to  have 
some  further  alterations  they  might  say, 
"  Unless  \ou  make  these  alterations  you 
shall  not  have  your  licence."  Surely  tie 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  confidence  in 
his  own  licensing  authority. 

Mr.  GROVES  (Salford,  S.)  urged  the 
Lord  Advocate  not  to  accept  this  Amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HUNTER  CRAIG  (Lanarkshire, 
Govan)  said  this  was  one  of  the  restric- 
tive clauses  which  the  Lord  Advocate 
had  introduced  into  the  measure.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  made  ou: 
a  case  for  the  rejection  of  the  Amend- 
ment. In  his  experience  as  a  justice  d 
peace,  he  had  never  heard  that  it  was  i 
grievance  that  the  licensing  anthority 
should,  on  an  application  for  renewal 
have  power  to  inspect  the  premises,  and 
if  necessary  order  structural  alteration*. 
The  proposal  in  the  Bill  was  certainly  a 
retrograde  step.  It  was  really  tying  the 
hands  of  the  licensing  authority  in  suet 
a  way  as  had  never  been  done  before.  ' 
He  really  thought  that  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate, as  a  Scotch  representative,  should 
have  a  higher  opinion  of  the  Scoteh 
licensing  authorities.  He  sincerely  hoped 
the  Amendment  would  be  accepted. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes,  153;  Noes. 
85.     (Division  List,  No.  178.) 


Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 


AYES 
Arnold-Forater,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 


Aubrey-Fletcher.Ut.  Hn.SirH 
Bailey.  James  ( 1«  oJ  worth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Kobert 
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Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  A.J.  [Manch'r 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.(Christch. 
Banbury,Sir  Frederick  George 
Ben  tin  3k,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Big  wood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bos ca wen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brother  ton,  Edward  Allen 
Bull,  William  James 
Butcher.  John  George 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  {Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Evelvn  (Aston  Manor) 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thoa.  H.A.E. 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collincs,  Right  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,Sir J  ohnCharles  Ready 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Cox,  Irwin  Edwd.  Bainbridge 
Cross,Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Davenport,  William  Bromley- 
Denny,  Colonel 
Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N) 
Dewar,  Sir  T.  R.(7V.  HamVU 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edw.  Algernon 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flower,  Krnot 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fo«ter,PhilipS.(  Warwick,S.  W. 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Gallowar,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbs,  Hn.  Vicary  (St.  Albans 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gordon,Hn.  J.  K.  (Elgind- Nairn 
( Jore,HnG.  R.  C.  Ormshy  .(Salop 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,  Hy.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 


G  ret  ton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Hamilton,  Rt  Hn  JA.G.(Midx 
Hardy,  Laurence  \Kent,Ashfd 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Heath,  James  (Staffords,N.  W. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hobhouse,RtHonH(£om'r«7,£ 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Howard,  Jno  (Kent,  Faver'hm 
Hudson,  George  Bickers teth 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fred 
Johnstone,  Heywood 
Kenyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  (Denbigh 
Kenyon-8laney,Col.  W.  (Salop) 
Kerr,  John 

King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  ( York,N.H 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leveson-Gower  Frederick  N.  S 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W8lter(Bristol,S. 
Lucas, Reginald  J.  (Portsmouth 
M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M  *  Iver,SirLewis(^rfwotirflr  h  W 
M'Killop, James  (Stirlingshire) 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Maxwell,  RtHnSirH.E(  Witfn. 
Mil  vain,  Thomas 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu,  Hon.  J.  Scott  (Hants 
Morgan,  David  J(  Walthamstow 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thshJ) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,  Chae.  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray, Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  S.) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Dowd,  John 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Percy,  Earl 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 


Purvis,  Robert 

Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
ReiJ,  James  (Greenock) 
t'enshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bino 
Renwick,  George 
Rii  chie,  Rt.  H  n .  Cha*.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir   Robert 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sadler, Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylcbone,  W.) 
Seely,  Chas.  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Scely.Maj  J.E.B.(IsleofWight 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.H.  (Renfrew 
Smith, James  Parke i  (Lanarks. 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  Jn.  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (ChichesUrt 
Talbot,Ro.Hn.J.G.(0x/rf{7«u> 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxtcth) 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Wairond,Rt.Hn.s5rWilliamH 
Warncr/rhoroas  Courtenay  T. 
Webb, Colonel  William  George 
Welby,Lt.-Co]A.CE.(ratm*(m 
White!ey,H.(^j?A/onttwrf.  Lytic 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,E.R. 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.  E.R.  (Bath) 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.B  Stuart 
Wylie,  Alexander 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Fellowes. 


Allen,  Chas.  P.  (Glos. ,  Stroud) 

Asher,  Alexander 

Asquith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbt  Hy. 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Brigg,  John 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Brown, George  M.  (Edinburgh) 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 

Burt,  Thomas 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell -Barmerman,  Sir  H. 

Cbanning,  Francis  Allston 

Cbrbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasg.) 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Crombie,  John  William 

Crooks,  William 

Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 

Dalziei,   James  Henry 

VOL.  CXXV 


NOES. 

Da  vies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edwards,  Frank 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fen  wick,  Charles 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmund 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Fuller,  J.  M.  P. 
Gladstone.  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hannsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fite,West) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jaeoby,  James  Alfred 
Joioey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  VT\\\iam(Carnarvonshire 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 


Lambert,  George 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 

Layland-Barratt,  Francis 

Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Accrington) 

Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

M'Arthur,  William( Cornwall) 

M4Laren,Sir  Charles  Benjamin 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Morgan,J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 

Norman,  Henry 

Partington,  Oswald 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Priestley,  Arthur 

Ricketr.  J.  Compton 

Bigg,  Richard 

Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbiqh&A 

Robson,  William  SnowAor^ 

Runciman,  Walter  »™a 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Oei»«*fl»18' 
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8hackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  £.  (Stafford) 
Shipnian,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  {Forfarshire) 
Soarea,  Erneet  J. 
Spencer,RtHn  C.  R.  {Northern  ts 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.{Radclife) 
Tom  Vinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 


Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Walton,  Joseph  {Barnsley) 
Wason, John  Cathcart  {Orkney 
Weir,  Jame«  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
Whiteley,  G.  (York,  W.  E.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  {Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  Osmond  {Merioneth) 


Wilson,  H.  J.  (York,  W.  S.) 
Wilson,  John  {Durham.  Mid) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Woodhou»e,SirJ  T  {Rudders fd 

Tellers  for  the  Noes  — 
Mr.  Eugene  Waaou  and 
Mr.   Hunter   Craig. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

"  In  page  26,  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  word 
•  licence.'*— {Mr.  ShawSttwart.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  26,  line  19, after  the  word  'holder,* 
to  insert  the  words  'of  any  form  of  certifi- 
cate.' "—{Mr.  Shaw-Stewart.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill 

••In  page  27,  t 
Lord  Advocate.) 


In  page  27,  to  leave  out  Clause  45."— {The 
Advoct 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mb.  PARKER  SMITH  (Lanarkshire, 
Partick)  said  he  would  not  move  the 
following  Amendment,  of  which  he  had 
given  notice — 

"  In  page  29,  line  5,  after  the  word  <  than,' 
to  insert  the  word  •  half.' " — {Mr.  Parker 
Smith.) 

Mr.  CALDWELL  said  he  would  move 
the  Amendment  standing  in  the  hon. 
Member's  name.  The  law  in  Scotland 
for  the  last  seventy-five  years  had  been 
that  any  quantity  of  spirituous  liquor, 
more  than  half  a  pint,  must  be  sold  by 
Imperial  standard  measure.  What  the 
Bill  proposed  was  to  alter  that  law  in 
order  that  what  was  known  in  Scotland 
as  a  "schooner" — a  quantity  between 
a  half  and  a  whole  pint — might  be 
legalised,  the  Court  of  Session  hav- 
ing by  a  unanimous  decision  declared 
that  it  was  an  illegal  standard  of 
measurement,  which  could  not  be  sold. 
The  law  in  Scotland  in  regard  to  this 
matter  was  the  same  as  the  law  in 
England  and  Ireland,  and  therefore  he 
thought  the  House  should  have  some 
explanation  why  it  was  proposed  to  make 
a  change  of  this  kind.  He  begged  to 
move. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  29,  line  5.  after  the  word  *  than  ' 
to  insert  the  word  *half.'  " — {Mr.  Caldwell,) 


Question   proposed,   "That   the  word 
*  half '  be  there  inserted  in  the  BilL" 

♦Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  hoped 
the  House  would  re-affirm  the  decision  of 
the  Committee.  The  hon.  Member  had 
Stated  what  had  been  the  law  of  Scotland 
for  seventy-five  years,  but  it  was  only 
found  out  to  be  the  law  of  Scotland  last 
summer,  when,  by  a  decision  of  the  Court, 
it  was  declared  that  not  only  a  "schooner" 
but  an  ordinary  pint  bottle  was  illegal 
Therefore  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
bring  in  a  clause  in  order  to  save  the 
"schooner."  Why  should  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Lanark  desire  to  sink 
the  "  schooner,"  which,  an  a  matter  of  fact, 
was  a  charming  beer  measure.  From  the 
temperance  point  of  view  it  was  better 
to  allow  people  to  have  two-thirds  of  a 
pint,  because  if  they  had  to  choose 
"between  a  half  and  a  whole  pint,  they 
would  probably  select  the  larger  measure. 

♦Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Glasgow,*St 
Rollox)  said,  being  connected  with  a 
shipping  community,  he  wished  to  support 
the  "  schooner." 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

♦Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said 
the  series  of  Amendments  standing  next 
in  his  name  on  the  Paper  were  rendered 
necessary  by  the  fact  that  the  Summary 
Procedure  Act  was  passed  long  after  the 
Home  Drummond  Act.  They  were 
really  no  more  than  drafting  Amend- 
ments. The  reason  why  they  were  not 
made  in  the  Consolidation  Bill  was 
because  he  gave  a  personal  undertaking 
to  the  Committee  upstairs  that  the  Bill 
as  produced  was  really  no  more  than,  if 
he  might  so  express  it,  the  putting 
together  of  the  various  Acts  now  in 
operation. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill 

"  In  page  29,  line  22,  to  leave  out  from  the 
ord  *  in  '  to  the  word  *  within,'  in  line  23   and 

payment''  "— 


word  ..____.„, 

insert   the   words   'default   of 
{The  Lord  Advocate.) 
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Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  29,  line  25,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'  of/  an  1  insert  the  words  *  nob  exceeding,*  " 
:  -( The  Lord  A  dvocate. ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  29,  line  32,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  *  in  to  the  word  *  within '  in  line  33,  and 
insert  the  words  'default  of  payment.1" — {The 
Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  29  Hue  35,  to  leave  out  the  word  4 
'  of  two  calendar,'  and  insert  the  words  '  not 
exceeding  two.'  "—  {The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  la  page  29,  line  41,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  *  in  to  the  word  '  within '  on  pag**  30, 
line  1,  and  insert  the  words  'default  of  pay- 
ment.' " — {The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  30,  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  of  four  calendar,'  and  insert  the  words  *  not 
exceeding  four.'" — {The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  30,  line  7,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  'null*  to  end  of  clause.'"— {The.  Lord 
A  dvocate. ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  33,  line  21,  to  leave  out  from  the 
wurd  'therein'  to  the  word  'shall'  in  line  24." 
— {The  Lord  Advocate. ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRETTON  (Derbyshire,  S.)  said 
that  he  had  an  Amendment  on  the  Paper 
to  leave  out  Clause  62,  which  prohibited 
the  collection  of  rates  and  taxes  on 
licensed  premises.  The  Amendment  was 
of  some  importance  in  country  districts, 
because  in  such  counties  as  Argyllshire, 
Inverness-shire,  and  Aberdeen,  it  would 
be  found  very  inconvenient  to  prohibit 
the  collection  of  rates  and  taxes  in  the 
local  inn.     There  was  no  recommendation 


in  favour  of  this  clause  in  the  Report  of 
the  Royal  Commission,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  insertion  of  such  a  clause  had 
been  opposed  by  several  County  Councils 
and  other  rating  authorities. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  34,  to  leave  out  Clause  62."— (J/r. 
Gretton.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  to  the  word  *  or ' 
in  line  3,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  CROMBIE  (Kincardineshire)  said 
he  hoped  the  Lord  Advocate  would  stand 
by  this  clause,  which  was  carried  in  the 
Committee  without  a  division.  Why 
should  the  rates  and  taxes  be  paid  in  a 
public  house  1  He  could  quote  a  number 
of  English  Acts  which  prevented  meetings 
in  public  houses.  Moreover,  Scotch  Acts 
laid  down  that  the  schoolrooms  should 
always  be  open  for  public  purposes. 

♦Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said 
that  in  Committee  he  had  expressed  him- 
self as  unfavourable  to  the  clause,  but 
as  he  gathered  that  the  sense  of  the 
Committee  was  for  it  he  did  not  divide 
against  it.  The  clause  was  a  counsel 
of  perfection,  but  he  did  not  believe 
it  would  have  any  influence  on  the 
cause  of  temperance  at  all,  while  it 
would  cause  considerable  inconvenience 
in  some  country  districts.  It  was  not 
a  matter  on  which  he  felt  strongly,  and 
though  personally  he  would  vote  for 
taking  the  clause  out,  he  would  leave 
the  decision  of  the  question  to  the 
House. 

♦Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  said 
he  had  never  heard  such  nonsense  as 
was  talked  by  the  mover  of  the  Amend- 
ment.   (Cries  of  "  Order."* 

*MR.  SPEAKER :  That  is  a  remark 
that  ought  not  to  be  applied  to  any  hon. 
Member. 

♦Mr.  WEIR  said  that  the  hon.  Gentle 
men  knew  absolutely  nothing  about 
Argyllshire  or  Buteshire,  or  Ross  and 
Cromarty.  If  he  knew  these  parts  of 
the  country  he  would  also  know  that 
every  school  house  was  available  for  the 
collection  of  the  rates  and  taxes,  and  VV 
the  schoolhouse  was  inconvenient  evo^rV 
crofter's  and  fisherman's  hou&*  ni^\£A»  ^°* 

3C<2 
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available  for  the  purpose.  He  was 
surprised  at  the  Lord  Advocate,  who  was 
a  Highland  Member,  saying  what  he  did 
say,  and  he  trusted  that  hon.  Members 
would  not  be  led  by  one  who  did  not 
know  anything  about  the  Highlands. 

Sir  CHARLES  RENSHAW  (Renfrew, 
W.)  said  he  was  surprised  at  the  attitude 
adopted  by  i  he  T,ord  Advocate.  Anyone 
acquainted  with  the  habits  of  the  people 
nnd  the  sentiments  of  the  local  authorities 
in  Scotland  knew  that  they  regarded 
the  collection  of  rates  and  taxes  in 
public  houses  with  more  than  dislike. 
He  was  in  very  close  touch  with  several 
local  authorities,  and  he  had  not  had  a 
single  objection  to  the  clause.  Having 
regard  to  the  large  number  of  public 
plaees  which  could  be  used  in  every 
part  of  Scotland  for  the  collection  of 
rates,  he  was  strongly  of  opinion  that 
the  clause  ought  to  be  retained. 

♦Sir  HERBERT  MAXWELL  (Wig- 
tonshire)  said  that  his  hon.  friend  who 
had  spoken  last  represented  a  populous 
county,  whereas  he  (Sir  Herbert  Maxwell) 
represented  a  sparsely  populated  one.  He 
had  received  very  strong  representations 
indeed  as  to  the  inconvenience  which 
would  be  caused  in  many  parts  of  the 
south-west  of  Scotland  by  this  clause  if 
it  were  retained  in  the  Bill.  Whatever 
might  be  the  case  in  the  Highlands,  in 
some  parts  of  the  Lowlands  the  only 
place  available  for  the  collection  of  rates 
and  taxes  was  the  inn. 

♦Mr.  SCOTT  DICKSON  said  he  hoped 
that  the  House  would  not  be  led  away  by 
the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  Renfrewshire.  This  was  not  a 
large  question,  but  it  had  really  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Government  that  in 
quite  a  number  of  counties  this  clause 
would  cause  the  utmost  inconvenience. 
It  had  been  the  practice  in  many  counties, 
such  as  Argyllshire,  to  use  an  inn  for  the 
purpose  of  collecting  rates  and  taxes,  and 
he  did  not  know  that  any  evil  results  had 
followed. 


Mr.    HALDANE    (Haddingtonshire) 

said  two  objections   had  been   made  to  I 

this  clause ;   firstly,  that  it  would  cause  | 

inconvenience,  and  secondly,  that  it  cast  I 

somewhat  of  a  slur  on  the  owners  oi  \ 

"fcensed  premises.     Nobody  wanted   to 

Mr.  Weir. 


cast  any  slur  on  these  persons,  but  ex- 
perience showed  that  when  money  was 
taken  in  considerable  amounts  into 
licensed  premises,  it  was  spent  there. 
[Cries  of  "Oh,  oh!"]  The  temptation 
was  to  spend  the  money  in  drink,  and 
that  was  why  the  payment  of  wages  in 
public  houses  was  illegal.  He  did  feel 
that  it  would  be  a  retrograde  step  to 
reverse  the  unanimous  decision  of  the 
Committee  and  strike  out  the  clause. 
The  Lord  Advocate  had  spoken  dubiously 
about  it,  although  the  Solicitor-General 
supported  the  deletion  of  the  clause  with 
greater  courage.  Where  was  the  incon- 
venience %  Every  school  in  every  parish 
in  Scotland  was  available  for  the  collec- 

i  ion  of  rates  and  taxes,  and  wherever 
they  went  in  Scotland,  even  in  the  most 
iparsely -populated  districts,    they  would 

!  find  either  a  school  or  some  building 
which  was  used  for  the  transaction  of 
public  business.  Moreover,  he  knew  a 
great  many  parishes  in  Scotland  where 
here  was  not  a  single  public  house.  He 
should  extremely  regret  if  the  clause  were 
struck  out. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Falkirk  Burghs) 
aid  he  felt  greatly  disappointed  to  hear 
the  Lord  Aavocate  lending  the  weight  of 
his  countenance  to  this  clause  being  ex- 
cised from  the  Bill.  His  Lordship  knew 
us  well  as  he  did  that  the  law  prohibited 
the  payment  of  wages  in  public-houses. 
He  thought  the  Government  would  find 
that  in  a  great  many  cases  the  taxes, 
1  instead  of  Tbeing  paid  to  the  collector, 
would  be  melted  in  the  public-house. 

Sir    LEWIS    McIVER    (Edinburgh, 
1  W.)  said  he  admitted  that  mischief  might 
follow  if  the  collection  of  rates  and  taxes 
in  licensed  houses  were  generally  practised, 
but  it  would  only  take  place  in  sparsely 
]X>pulated    districts,    where    other    con- 
venient buildings  were  not  available.     He 
I  could    speak   with    authority     that    the 
:lause  would  cause  inconvenience  in  his 
own   county  (Ross  and  Cromarty).     He 
ventured  to  submit   that,   although  the 
|  right  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Had- 
dingtonshire had  spoken  of  the  facilities 
given  for  the  collection  of  rates  and  taxes 
in  schools,  it  had  not  been  suggested  that 
;iny  wickedness  or  evil  had  followed  from 
the  practice  of  paying  rates  and  taxes  in 
the   village  inn.     If  they  admitted  the 
wc^umeuts  used  in  favour  of  the  clause, 
^\JtLOT^^f«&\va.\^  ^tcs  ^TOfevtfthle  ground 
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on  which  they  could  not  deny  the  right 
of  going  into  a  place  of  public  entertain- 
ment. 


Mr.  DALZiEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs)  said  I 
that  the  hon.  Baronet  had  told  the  Com- 
mittee truly  that  this  clause  would  only 
apply  to  certain  parts  of  Scotland.    What  | 
was  the  case  in  the  hon.  Baronet's  own  I 
countv,   Ross   and    Cromarty  ?    In   the  J 
Island  of  Lewis,  if  the  rates  and  taxes  ] 
were    collected    in   a    public-house,   the 
people  would  have  often   to  walk   more] 
than  forty-five  miles. 

Sir  LEWIS  McIVER  said  he  had 
never  suggested  that  it  should  be  made 
compulsory  to  pay  rates  and  taxes  in 
public-houses. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  at  the  present 
time  accommodation  was  found  for  the1 
collection  of  rates  without  calling  in  the 
public-house  or  the  aid  of  the  publican. 
Even  if  a  school  or  a  public  hall  were  not 
available,  there  was  always  a  private 
house  at  which  it  was  generally  known 
tbe  collector  would  attend.  He  expressed ' 
his  extreme  surprise  that  the  Lord 
Advocate,  who  had  been  so  wise,  on 
the  whole,  in  supporting  many  important 
points  in  Committee,  should  have,  on  the 
slightest  suggestion  of  an  English  Member, 
run  away  from  the  unanimous  decision  of  the 
Committee.  He  thought  if  ever  there  was 
a  question  which  ought  to  be  left  to  the 
decision  of  the  Scottish  Members  it  was 
this.  They  knew  perfectly  well  that  if  the 
Lord  Advocate  went  into  a  particular 
lobby  itwould  have  an  important  effect  on 
a  large  number  of  hon.  Members  who 
had  not  heard  the  debate.  It  was  not 
fair  of  the  Lord  Advopate  at  this  stage 
of  the  Bill  to  run  away  from  the  decision 
of  the  Committee  and  get  out  of  it  by 
throwing  the  responsibility  upon  hon. 
Members  who  had  not  heard  the  debate. 
He  should  prefer  that  the  Lord  Advocate 
should  make  hmself  responsible  for  the 
clause  as  it  stood  in  the  Bill.  The  clause 
was  the  work  of  a  Committee,  practically 
appointed  by  the  Lord  Advocate,  and  was 
unanimously  adopted  by  them. 


Mr.  DALZIEL  said  he  referred  to  the 
form  of  the  Committee.  They  desired  a 
Scotch  Committee,  but  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate opposed  that,  and  the  Committee 
was  formed  on  the  lines  he  laid  down. 
That  Committee  had  unanimously 
decided  in  favour  of  this  clause,  and  he 
held  that  they  ought  to  have  had  from 
the  Lord  Advocate  some  leading  on  the 
question.  If  the  Lord  Advocate  follow  ed 
the  decision  of  the  Committee  he  would 
be  acting  in  consonance  with  the  views 
of  the  great  majority  of  Scotch  Members. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N.E.)  said  the  point  involved  was  a 
very  small  one.  As  a  Scotchman,  having 
a  large  acquaintance  with  Scotch  busi- 
ness, he  whs  at  a  loss  to  understand  why 
it  was  thought  to  be  a  shocking  thing  to 
perform  a  public  act  in  a  licensed  house. 
He  had  been  accustomed  all  his  life  to 
doing  county  business,  and,  as 
often  as  not,  the  bodies  of  which 
he  was  a  member  had  transacted 
business  in  a  licensed  house.  What 
could  be  more  convenient  than 
that  they  should  obtain  refreshment  and 
luncheon  there  1  It  was  altogether 
surprising  to  him  that  some  people  should 
look  upon  a  licensed  house  as  an  evil  per 
se.  He  knew  something  about  Scotch 
opinion,  and  he  could  assure  the  House 
that  it  was  a  great  exaggeration  and 
mistake  to  suppose  that  Scotchmen 
thought  it  shocking  to  transact  business 
in  a  licensed  house,  which  was  often  the 
most  convenient  place  for  that  purpose. 


*Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  observed 
that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
appointment  of  the  Committee. 


Mr.  BLACK  said  he  would  like  to 
I  know  whether  the  objections  to 
this  clause  originated  with  the  publicans. 
They  had  a  very  shrewd  idea  of  the 
source  from  which  the  objections  came. 
This  was  really  a  question  of  compelling 
|  persons  to  visit  public-houses  whether 
I  they  liked  to  do  so  or  not,  and  if  a  col- 
lector elected  to  collect  the  rates  in 
I  public-houses  men  and  ladies  would  have 
I  to  go  there  to  pay  their  rates  whether 
I  they  liked  it  or  not.  There  wero  three 
I  classes  for  whom  this  would  not  be  good. 
First,  there  was  a  large  class  for  whom 
it  was  positively  dangerous  to  go  into  a 
public-house,  because  of  the  temptation 
they  could  not.  Vv0rak*sA\  ws»to&^<> 
tliwe  f^  X\ia&*  \^\^\\*^^\^*^«^ 
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objections  to  visiting  public-houses 
because  of  the  pledges  they  had  taken 
against  indulging  in  intoxicating  liquors; 
and  thirdly,  there  were  those,  no  doubt 
very  weak  and  foolish,  who  felt  that  in 
the  public-house  they  must  do  something 
for  the  good  of  the  house.  There 
was  an  opinion  prevalent  in  Scot- 
land that  if  anybody  went  into  a  place  of 
entertainment  they  must  take  something. 
Every  hon.  Member  from  Scotland  knew 
that  few  men  who  were  not  teetotallers 
visited  a  public  house  without  taking 
something.  He  would  therefore  em- 
phasise the  fact  that  people  would  be 
compelled  to  go  to  public-houses,  and 
he  sincerely  hoped  that  the  House 
would  retain  the  clause  as  it  stood. 


Mr.  ALEXANDER  CROSS  (Glasgow, 
Caralachie)  remarked  that  the  House 
was  now  asked  to  reverse  the  decision  of 
its  own  Committee,  which,  having  con- 
sidered the  Bill,  had  arrived  at  a  certain 
conclusion.  The  clause  was  not  even 
challenged  by  that  Committee,  and  he 
considered  it  would  be  a  most  unusual 
and  improper  course  for  the  House  to 
take  if  it  struck  out  the  clause  unless 
grave  cause  could  be  shown  for  such 
action.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Manchester  had  spoken 
about  business  being  conducted  in 
public-houses.  He  (Mr.  Ross)  had  some 
experience  of  that,  and  he  and  all  who 
were  acquainted  with  money  dealings  in 
country  places  deplored  that  such 
dealings  should  be  conducted  in  public- 
houses  at  all.  There  was  a  practice  by 
which  a  man  took  something  for  the 
good  of  the  house,  whether  or  not  he 
was  inclined  to  do  so.  What  would  be 
the  circumstances  in  which  rates  would 
be  paid  in  this  case  ?  A  crowd  of 
persons  would  assemble  to  pay  rates. 
The  collector  would  sit  in  a  public- 
house,  and  he  could  only  deal  with  one 
at  a  time,  while  the  others  who  were 
waiting  their  turn  would  be  drinking 
at  the  bar.  He  submitted  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  House  to  endeavour, 
so  far  as  it  could,  to  put  no  facilities  in 
the  way  of  men  who  were  disposed  to 
take  liquor  when  they  should  not  do  so. 
It  was  unreasonable  and  improper  to  ask 
ratepayers  to  stand  about  in  public- 
Mr.  Block. 


houses   waiting  for  the  opportunity  to 
pay  their  rates. 

♦MR.  JOHN  WILSON  (Glasgow,  St 
Rollox)  strongly  opposed  the  omission  of 
the  clause.  He  knew  that  it  was  not 
only  in  remote  districts  that  rates  were 
paid  in  public-houses,  because  the  same 
thing  occurred  in  his  own  district,  the 
village  of  Drymen,  where  there  were  two 
public  halls  and  a  schoolhouse  that  could 
be  used  for  the  purpose. 


Mr.  THEODORE  TAYLOR  (Lan- 
cashire, Radcliffe)  said  that  the  whole 
tendency  of  public  thought  in  Great 
Britain  had  been  against  the  holding  of 
public  meetings  in  public-houses.  They 
had  an  example  of  that  in  the  Corrupt 
Practices  Act,  which  made  it  unlawful  to 
hold  any  political  meeting  in  a  public- 
house.  Scotland  was  not  behind 
England  in  this  sentiment,  and  there 
were  many  people  who  were  not  bigoted 
teetotallers  who  did  not  wish  to  give  ad- 
vantages to  public-houses  in  this  respect 
As  one  who  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee  which  discussed  this  Bill,  and  as 
one  who  wished  the  Bill  well,  he  earnestly 
appealed  to  the  Government  to  allow  the 
clause  to  remain.  There  were  many  men 
whose  wills  were  weak,  or  whose  mental 
calibre  was  deficient,  to  whom  it  was 
a  risk  to  go  into  a  public-house,  and 
they  ought  not  to  compel  people  to 
attend  public-houses  wherever  there  was 
another  place  at  which  public  moner 
could  be  received.  The  clause  was  in- 
serted in  the  Bill  in  Committee  without 
opposition,  and  those  who  had  supported 
the  Government  in  the  Bill  hoped  that 
the  Government  would  not  prejudice  this 
clause  by  throwing  their  weight  again* 
it.  They  hoped  that  Scotch  Member? 
would  be  allowed  to  have  their  own  war 
in  this  matter,  for  if  Scotch  Member! 
were  polled  there  would  be  a  lanjf 
majority  in  favour  of  the  clause  re- 
maining. 


Mr.  CORBETT  (Glasgow,  Tradeston) 
joined  in  the  appeal  made  by  Scotch 
Members  to  the  Government.  The 
feeling  of  those  who  believed  in  the 
disadvantages  attached  to  the  collection 
of  rates  in  public-houses  was  based  on 
the   belief  that  serious    mischief  might 
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emphatically  ii\  favour  of  the  clause  re- 
maining a  part  of  the  Bill.  He  had 
received  representation  after  represen- 
tation from  his  constituents  on  the  subject 
while  the  Bill  was  in  Committee,  and  he 
asked  English  Members  to  pay  some 
attention  to  Scotch  opinion.  Scotch 
Members  should  be  allowed  to  manage 
their  own  affairs  to  the  best  interests 
of  riieir  own  country. 


be,  and  sometimes  was,  done.  The 
argument  on  the  other  side  was  entirely 
one  of  local  convenience.  If  there 
were  any  great  principle  involved  it 
might  be  too  much  for  them  to  ask 
English  Members  to  set  aside  their  own 
view ;  but  as  there  was  no  such  principle 
involved,  he  thought  they  might  be  asked 
not  to  join  issue  with  the  great  majority 
of  Scotch  Members. 


Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.)  trusted 
that  the  Lord  Advocate  would  not  press 
the  opinion  of  the  trade  against  that  of 
Scotch    Members.     Scotch    opinion   was 


Question  put. 

The    House    divided : — Ayes,     149  : 
Noes,  104.     (Division  List  No.  179.) 


Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 

Allen,Chas.  P.  (Glouc.,  Stroud) 

Arrol,  Sir  William 
1      Asher,  Alexander 

Ash  ton,  Thomas  Gair 
,      Baird,  John  George  Alexander 

Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Chrittch. 

Barran,  Kowland  Hirst 
I      Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
f      Beutinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
,      Bignold,  Arthur 

Bill,  Charles 

Black,  Alexander  William 
[      Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
f     Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
t     Brigg,  John 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

*  Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 

|l     Brown.George  M.  [Edinburgh) 
•     Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
1     Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 

*  Bull.  William  James 
fl    Burt,  Thomas 

£    Butcher,  John  George 
- ,   Caldwell,  James 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

*  Charrington,  Spencer 

■'  Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
4   Cochrane, Hon. ThomasH.  A.  E. 

SCorbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter  (Lanark 
Tremor,  William  Randal 
0'  Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow. 
$  Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton 
g   Dalziel,   James  Henry 
fc  Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

*  Denny,  Colonel 

J    Doughty,  George 
)0  Duncan,  J.  Hastings 

Dnnn,  Sir  William 

Edwards,  Frank 

Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  {Glamorgan) 
j  Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
;  X^enwick,  Charles 
F'  Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmund 
1  Iflavin,  Michael  Joseph 
:  Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. 
i  Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
C3odson,Sir  Augustus  Frederick  ' 


AYES. 

Gordon,Hn.  J.E  (ElgindeNairn 
Grey,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  E.  (Berwick 
Gnidon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Harwood,  George 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hayne,  Rt.Hon.  Charles  beale- 
Hobhonae,  RtHnH  (SomrU  E 
Hope,  John  Deans  (A/e,  West) 
Horniman,  Frederick  oohn 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  G. 
Jaooby,  James  Alfred 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhou.se 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Ai  thur  Fred. 
Johnstone,  Beywood 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
•Tones,  Willi  am  (Carnarvonshire 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Lambert,  George 
Uw,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
L:iwson,Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Accrtngton) 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Leveson-Gower,  FrederickN.  S. 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Lough,  Thomas 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M* Arthur  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Killop,  Jae.  (Stirlingshire) 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mon  tagu,Hon.  J.  $cott(Hants. ) 
Morgan, J. Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Norman,  Henry 
O'Dowd,  John 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parkes,  Ebenecer 
Partington,  Oswald 
Peel,  Hn.  WmRobert  Wellesley 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 


Rickett,  J.   Compton 
Bigg,  Richard 

Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigh*.) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Ruaciman,  Walter 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Stafford) 
Shaw- Stewart,  M.H,(Menfrew 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John   (Forfarshire) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Jae.  Parker  (Lanark*.) 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Spencer,Kt.  Hn.CR.(ATor*  hants 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  Jno.  M. 
Sturt,  Hn.  Humphrey  Napier 
Talbot.Rt.Hn.J.G.  Ox'dOniv. 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxleth 
Taylor,Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
lomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Warner.  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,  Eugene(  Clackmannan ) 
Wason,  J.  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Welby,Lt.-Col.A.C.E(raun^on 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
Wbiteley^  G.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Whitley,  !f.  H.  (Halt/ax) 
Whittsker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  O.  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wodehouse,  Rt.Hn.E.R(B«M 
Woodhouse,SirJT.(#t«ta<™/tf 
Wylie,  Alexander 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes  - — 
Sir  Charles  Renshaw  ft.**«X 
Mr.  Crombie. 
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NOES. 


AcUnd-Hood,  CapL  Sir  A.  F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Anstnrther,  H.  T. 
Aubrey-Fletcher.Rt.  Hn.  SirH. 
Bailey.  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Capt  C.  B.  (Hornsey) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Brodrick.  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cbamberlain.Rt.  Hon.  J.  (Birm. 
Coiling  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb.Sir  JohnCharlesReady 
Cook.  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
i  Jrossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  8avile 
Cullinan,  J. 

Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 
Dewar,  8ir  T.  R.(7V.  Hamlts 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Doojran,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ail  wyn  Ed  ward 
Fer^rnsson.Rt  Hn.  8ir J  (MancW 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Fitsroy,  Hon.  Edw.  Algernon 
Flower,  Ernest  ; 

Forster,  Henrv  William  ■' 

Foster  Yh\\\\&.(Warwick<S.W  • 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 


Garfit,  William 
Gibbs.  Hn.  Vieary  (8U  Albans 
Gore,HnG.R.C.Onnsby-(&»fop 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,  Henry  D.  {Shrewsbury) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
Hamilton, RtHnLordG.  (Mid  x 
Hardy  .Laurence  (KtnttAthfd 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Hatcn,ErnestFrederickGeorKe 
Heath,  Jame8(£to/ortf«.,iV.  W. 
Henderson,  Sir  Alexander 
Howard,  Jno  (Kent,  Faver'hm 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth) 
Kenyon-Slaney.Col.  W.  (Salop) 
Kerr,  John 

King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Lawson,  John  Grants  YorksNR 
Lees.  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Lowther,  C.  (Oumb.  BshdaU) 
Lucas,ReginaldJ.(PorfemofiM) 
M'lver.S&LewisC  Edinburgh  W 
M'Killop.  W.  (Sligo%  North) 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (Walthamstouf) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'th-h  ) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robt.  Gray  C 
Murray.RtHn  A .  Graham  ( Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 


Murray.CoL  Wvndham  (Bnt) 
Nicholson,  William  Grauu 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  S.) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (KUkemm$ 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbut*) 
Percy,  Earl 

Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Hurvi*,  Roliert 
Renwick,  George 
Roberta,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,   H.   (Hackney) 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Ropner,  Colonel   Sir   Robert 
Rutherford,  John  (Laneashi* 
Rutherford,  W.  W.(ZirrrW 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopfod 
Sadler,  Col.  Saml.  Afrvf1- 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Mnrylebone,  W; 
Seely,  Chaa.  Hilton  (Lino**] 
Seely,Maj.  J.  E.  H.(I«leofWi*k 
Seton-Karr,  Sir  Henry 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington. 
8tanley,  Lord    (Lanes.) 
TWbot,  Lord  E.  (ChicktsUr 
Tollemache.  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Win.  Edw.  )L 
Yalentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,Ri.Hn.8irWiluamI 
Webb,  Col.  William  Gem* 
Whiteley,  s*XAokUm*~L«i 
Wilaon.  A.  S.  (For*,  B.  B: 
Wnghtson,  Sir  Thomas 

Tellers  for  the  Xo:>- 
Mr.  Gretton  and  Si 
Herbert    Maxwell. 


Sir^1  JJ  'STIRLING-MAXWELL 
(Glasgow,  College)  said  the  clause  as  it 
stood  included  houses  which  were  con- 
tiguous to  licensed  premises.  The 
Amendment  he  begged  to  move  proposed 
that  such  contiguous  houses  should  be 
excepted,  and  that  the  provision  should 
apply  only  to  licensed  premises  and  the 
gardens  and  courts  which  were  held  in 
conjunction  with  them.  If  the  clause 
were  to  be  passed  as  it  stood  he  believed 
that  the  premises  of  a  bank  situate  next 
door  to  a  public-house  would  be  affected. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  34,  to  leave  out  lines  3,  4,  and  5, 
and  insert  the  words  '  or  court  therewith  occu- 
pied, and  every  one  collecting  rates  or  taxes 


therein  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence  under  ;l* 
Act."*— (Sir  J.  Stirling- Maxicell.) 


Mr.  GALLOWAY  said  if  ik? 
accepted  the  Amendment  they  wosk 
be  adding  an  additional  insult  & 
the  licensed  keeper  or  licence-hoU* 
In  the  first  place  they  said  lb* 
his  premises  were  not  a  proper  place 
the  collection  of  rates.  That  was  t* 
decision  of  the  House.  Supposing  ti* 
a  bank  was  contiguous  to  licco* 
premises.  Why  should  a  bank  be  a  m 
respectable  place  than  a  licensed  house 
He  opposed  the  Amendment,  and  if  k 
could  get  a  teller  he  should  divide  u 
House  to  get  these  words  removed  fi* 
the  Clause. 
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Amendment  agreed  to. 
Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

44  In  page  34,  line  6,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  4  person'  to  the  word  *  without '  in  line  9, 
and  insert  the  words  •  trafficking  in  any  spirits 
or  other  excisable  liquors  in  any  place  or 
premises. '  "—{The  Lord  Advocate,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

44  In  page  34,  line  13,  to  leave  out  the  words 

•  sum  of '    and  insert  the  words    '  sum  not 
exceeding.' "-{Mr.  Caliwell.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

♦Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY,  in 
moving  the  following  Amendments,  said 
he  had  promised  the  Committee  to  look 
into  the  matter  of  penalties,  and  these 
drafting  Amendments  were  the  result. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

44  In  page  34,  line  13,  to  leave  out  the  word 

•  sevon '  and  insert  the  word  4  fifty.'  " 

44  In  page  34,  line  14,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  4  in '  to  the  word  4  the '  in  line  16,  and 
insert  the  words  4  default  of  immediate  pay- 
ment.' "—{The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 
14  In   page  34,  line  17,  to   leave   out   the 

wordct  4sum  of,'  and  insert  the  words  *sura 

not  exceeding.'"— {Mr.  CaldioeU.) 


Amendment  agreed  to. 


Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

14  In  page  34,  line  20,  to  leave  out  the  word 
4  fifteen  '  and  insert  the  words  4  one  hundred.' " 

14  In  page  34,  line  21,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  4  in '  to  the  word  '  the  '  in  line  24,  and 
insert  the  words  4  default  of  immediate  pay- 
ment.' " 
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44  In  page  34,  line  24,  to  leave  out  the  word 
4 of,'  and  insert  the  words  •  not  exceeding.'" — 
(The  Lord  Advocate.) 


Amendments  agreed  to. 


Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

44  In  page  34,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'  thirty,'  and  insert  the  words  •  one  hundred.' " 

44  In  page  34,  line  29,  to  leave  nut  from  the 
word  4in'  to  the  word  4  the'  in  line  31,  and 
insert  the  words  4  default  of  immediate  pay- 
ment'" 

44  In  page  34,  line  32,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'of,'  and  insert  the  words  'not  exceeding.'  " 

44  In  page  34,  line  34,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  4  same  '  to  the  word  4  Provided  '  in  line 
38. 

44  In  pace  34,  line  41,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  4  of  to  the  word  4  under  '  in  line  42,  and 
insert  the  words  '  such  trafficking.'  " 

14  In  page  35,  line  4,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  4  for '  to  the  word  4  may  '  in  line  6,  and 
insert  the  words  '  such  trafficking.' " 

44  In  page  35,  line  8,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  *  evidence '  to  end  of  Claube." — (Ihe  Lord 
Advocate.) 


Amendments  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

44  In  page  35,  line  24,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  4  coming  '  to  end  of  Clause."— (The  Lord 
Advocate.) 


Question  proposed,  •'  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 

Mr.  DALZIEL  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  say  what  was  the  exact 
meaning  of  his  Amendment. 

*Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  it 
was  merely  a  drafting  Amendment. 

MR.   CALDWELL   also  asked  for    a.^ 
explanation.     The  words  that  the  r**^3^ 
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hon.   Gentleman  proposed  to  leave   out 
werj  as  follows — 

"  And  provided  also  that  every  perron  who 
shall  be  convicted  of  bartering  or  selling  spirits 
without  having  obtained  a  certificate  shall,  in 
default  of  the  immediate  payment  of  the 
penalty  imposed  upon  him  for  such  offence, 
be  liable,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Court  by 
which  he  shall  be  so  convicted,  to  be  im- 
prisoned, as  prescribed  by  the  immediately 
preceding  section,  in  the  case  of  default  of 
payment  within  four  days  after  conviction. 

"(2)  Every  person  trafficking  in  any  spirits 
or  other  excisable  liquors  in  any  place  or 
premises  without  having  obtained  a  certificate 
in  that  behalf  in  terms  of  this  Act  shall  be 
guilty  of  an  offence,  and  on  being  convicted 
thereof  shall  for  each  such  offence  foifeit  and 
pay  the  full  penalties  provided  in  the  im- 
mediately preceding  section,  together  with 
the  expenses  of  prosecution  and  conviction ; 
and  in  default  of  immediate  payment  thereof 
shall  be  imprisoned  for  the  periods  respectively 
prescribed  by  the  immediately  preceding  sec- 
tion." 

♦MR.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  this 
was  practically  the  result  of  tho  Amend- 
ment that  had  just  been  passed  to  Clause 
63.  He  could  tell  the  hon.  Member  that 
the  Amendments,  as  moved,  were 
especially  asked  for  by  Mr.  Reaton, 
the  Procurator  -  Fiscal  for  Edinburgh, 
Mr.  Weilson,  the  Procurator-Fiscal  for 
Glasgow,  and  Mr.  Dewar,  the  Chief. 


Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Page  36,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  word 
*by,'  and  insert  the  words  'under  the  pro- 
visions of.'  "—(The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CROMBIE  (Kincardineshire) 
said  the  Lord  Advocate  had  promised 
on  a  previous  occasion  to  consider  the 

Mr.  Caldwell 


principle  of  the  Amendment  which  he 
desired  to  submit  to  the  House.  His 
object  was  to  place  this  Bill  on  the 
same  basis  as  the  English  Act,  under 
which  a  drunken  person  could  be 
arrested  and  a  penalty  exacted  for  being 
incapable  in  the  streets,  whether  or  not 
he  was  "  under  the  care  or  protection  ot 
some  suitable  person."  It  was  always 
possible  to  find  some  person  willing  t<> 
undertake  the  charge  of,  and  protect » 
drunken  person. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

"  In  page  37,  lines  24  and  25,  to  leave  out  ibt 
words  ( and  not  under  the  care  or  protection  oi 
some  suitable  person.'  " — (Mr.  Crombie.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  the  wonk 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  tk 
BUI." 


♦Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  saidibe 
Bill  as  it  stood  was  part  of  an  old  law  ni 
Scotland,  and  meant  that  any  person  dnusi 
and  incapable,  or  unable  to  take  can1  ci 
himself,  or  a  nuisance   to  other  persofc 
committed  an  offence.      That  was  not  * 
they   were  in  the  care  of  some  suiut* 
person.     As  a  matter  of  fact,  these  wort 
were   not   in  the   Glasgow    Act.  and  : 
Glasgow  it  would  be  found  perfectly  im- 
possible to  work  on  those  lines.     It  f* 
really  going  too  far  to  take  the  mere  faces 
drunkenness  as  being  a  punishable  offatf 
as,  if  that  were  enacted,  they  might  imr** 
any  hon.  Member's  dining-room.     It  n 
going  too  far  to  attempt  to  make  drunk* 
nessper  se  an  offence.     If  a  man  was  foc*| 
incapable  of  taking  care  of  himself,  and  ** 
a  nuisance,  he  could  be  convicted,  bat 
he  was  in  the  care  of  some  other  suits^l 
person,   he   could   not    be.       They  *# 
acting  upon  the  lines  of  the  law  to  wiu^l 
they  had  been  accustomed. 
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Mr.  DALZIEL  said  he  had  heard  with 
the  utmost  surprise  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  which  was  oppposed 
to  common  sense.     How  could  the  right 
hon.   Gentleman   reconcile    his    present 
attitude  with  that  which  he  took  up  in 
relation  to  the  English  Bill?     He  had 
told  them  that  it  was  absurd  to  attempt 
to  pass  a  similar  provision  for  Scotland. 
It  was  a  mistake  to  think  that  the  Act 
was  not    carried   out  in   England.      A 
visit  to  any  police  court  would  show  that 
the  great  majority  of  charges  were  for 
drunkenness  in  the  streets  on  the  part  of 
people  incapable  of  taking  care  of  them- 
selves.    It  was  no  protection  in  London 
for  a  drunk  and  incapable  person  to  be 
in    the   company  of  a  friend  who  was 
rather  more  sober   than   himself.     He 
thought  the  Lord  Advocate  really  ought 
to    accept  the  very    reasonable  Amend- 
ment of  his  hon.  friend. 
•  t 

Mr.  CALDWELL  said  he  was  con- 
,  vinced  that  public  sense  had  advanced 
t    since  the   Act  of  Scotland    was  passed. 

s 


1903}  Consolidation  and  Amendt.  Bill  1426 
The  fact  of  a  man  allowing  himself  to  be 
in  a  state  of  intoxication  in  the  streets 
or  public  highways,  whether  he  was  or 
was  not  in  charge  of  another  person,  was 
an  offence  against  decency.  If  he  got 
intoxicated  and  appeared  in  the  public 
streets  in  the  presence  of  people  he  was 
indecent,  and  ought  to  be  punished  in  the 
usual  way.  There  was  no  need  to  give 
a  saying  clause  in  the  Bill  to  enable  a 
drunken  man  to  go  through  the  streets 
in  charge  ot  friends.  The  Amendment 
ought  to  be  accepted  by  the  House. 

Mr.  HENRY  J.  WILSON  (Yorkshire, 
W.R,  Holmfirth)  said  the  Lord  Advocate 
was  quite  wrong  in  thinking  that  intoxi- 
cated people  were  not  arrested  in  England 
if  they  were  under  the  care  and  protec- 
tion of  other  persons.  Such  charges  were 
being  constantly  made. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :—■  Ayes,  152; 
Noes,  72.    (Division  List  No.  180.) 


AYES. 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reyuell 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  0. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-Fletctier.Rt.Hn.SirH. 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarres,  Lord 
B*lfour,Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  {Munch! r 
Hal  four,  Cap  tain  C.  B.{Horjuvey 
Balfour,  Rt.  HnGerald  W  {Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  K,(Chri8tch. 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bosoawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 


Bull,  William  James 
Cavendish,  V  C  W  (Derbysh.) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  {Aston  Manor) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  {Birm. 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.  J  A.  ( Wore 
Chapmar,  Edward 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Ceilings,  Right  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
Cox,  Irwin  Edwd.  Bainbridge 
Cross,  Alexander  {Glasgow* 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  ( HolUm) 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Saville 
Cullinan,  J. 

Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Denny,  Colonel 
Devlin,  Joseph  {Kilkenny,  N. ) 
Dewar,  Sir  T.  R.(7V.  HamVU 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 


Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  \.  Aker* 
Duffy,  William  J. 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fergusson,Rt.  Hn.  81rJ.(  M anW) 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyna 
FiUroy,  Hon.  Edw.  Algernon 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Forater,  Henry  William 
Foster,  P.  S.  (Warwick,  S.W. 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Gallowav,  William  Johnpon 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbs,Hon.  Vicary  {St.  Albans) 
Godson, SirAuguatusFrederick 
Gordon,HnJE{ElginatulNaCrn 
Gore,  HnG.  R.  C.drm*bv -{Salop 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,  Hy.  D.  (Shrewsbur+f* 
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Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Giimble 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Hamhro,  Charles  Eric 
Hamilton,  Rt  HnLd.  G.(Midx 
Hardy,  Laurence  (Kent,Ashfd 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath  James  (Stafford*,  N.  W 
Howard,  Jno  {Kent,  Faver'hm 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffrey8,Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  Fred. 
Johnstone.  Heywood 
Kenyon-Sl&Ley,  Col.  W .(Salop 
Kerr,  John 

King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  \GUuq-jw 
Lawson  JohnGrant(rorA*Jv J£ 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Le  veson-Gower,FrederickN.  8. 
Lodcr,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Lone.  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Bristol,  S. 
Lowther,  C.  (Oumb.  Bskdale) 
Lucas,  Reginald  J.  (Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Maconochie.  A.  W. 
M'Art  hur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Killop,  Jas.  (Stirlingshire) 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
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Milvain,  Thomas 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Morgan,Dav  id  J  ( Walthamstow 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thsh.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Giay  C. 
Mutray,KtHn.  AGraham(2fafc 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  ( Bath 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  8.) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Dowd,  John 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Peel,Hn.Wm  Robert  Wellesley 
Percy,  Earl 

Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Ritchie,  Rt.  H  n.  Cnaa.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool 
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Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sadler,  CoL  Samuel  Alexander 
Scott,  Sir  8.  (Marylehmu,  IT.) 
Seely,  Chas.  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Seely-Maj.  J .  E.  B.(Isteof}Vigkt 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  (Ben/rev 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  James  Parker  (Lanark 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Statiiey,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling- Max  well,  Sir  John  M. 
Talbot,  Lord  £.  Chichester) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.  J.G.  (OxfdUnit 
Tomlinaon,  Sir  Win.  E.  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walron^Rt.Hn.SirWUliamE 
Webb,  Colonel  William  George 
Welby,Lt.-Col.  A.  CE<  Taunt* 
Wilson,  A.  S.  (Torkt  B.  B.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wodehouse ,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  (Bath 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart 
Wrightson,   Sir  Thomas 
Wyhe,  Alexander 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes- 
Sir  Alexander  Adand- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Fellora. 


NOES. 


Allen,  Clus.  P.  (Glos. ,  Stroud) 
Aslier,  Alexander 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Bill,  Charles 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Brigg,  John 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brown,  George  M.  (Edinburgh 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Caldwell,  James 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Lwiatg.) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter  (Lanark. 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edwards,  Frank 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Grey,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  E.  (Berwick 
Guraon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Harms  worth,  R.  Leicester 


Harwood.  George 

Hayne,  lit.Hn.  Charles  Sealo 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West 

Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 

Joicey,  Sir  James 

Jones,  William  (Carnarvonsh. 

Eearley,  Hudson  E. 

Lambert,  George 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall 

Layland-Barratt,  Francis 

Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewie,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Norman,  Henry 

Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 

Partington,  Oswald 

Philipps,  John  Wynford 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Priestley,  Arthur 

Rickett.  J.  Compton 

Rigg,  Richard 

Robirts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 

Robson,  William  Snowdon 

Roc,  Sir  Thomas 


Rose,  Charle*  Day 
Samuel,  Herbt.  L.  (Cleveland 
Shackleton,  David  Janie* 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Stafford) 
Shipnian,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
ftoares,  Ernest  J. 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Rtiddifv 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Toinkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Wason,  Eugene  (Clackmannc* 
Wason,  J.  CarJhcart  (Orknefj 
Weir,  J&me*  Gallowtiy 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
Whitley,  J.  fi.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  O.  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (Tori,  W.  B.) 
Woodhoube,8irJT(^weW<T»^ 


Tellers  for  the  Nok- 
Mr.  Crombie  and  Mr. 
Black. 


And,  it  being  after  Midnight,  further 
consideration  of  the  Bill,  as  amended  (in 
the  Standing  Committee),  stood  ad- 
journed.     ^ 


Bill,  as  amended  (in  the  Standing 
Committee),  to  be  further  considered 
to-morrow. 

Adjourned  at  ten   minutes  aft* 
Twelve  o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday,  22nd  July,  1903. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


i 
I 


» 
.1 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 


STANDING  COMMITTEE  ON  LAW,  ETC. 
Ordered,  That  the  Standing  Committee 
\>n  Law,  etc.,  have  leave  to  sit  this  day, 
after  a  quarter-past  Two,  during  the 
Sitting  of  the  House. — (Lord  Edmund 
Fitzmaurice.) 

Middlesbrough  Corporation  Bill.  Lords' 
Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Tynemouth  and  District  Tramways 
Bill  [Lords].  Verbal  Amendments  made ; 
Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 

Birmingham  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Chatham  and  District  Light  Railways 
Bill  [Lords].  As  amended,  considered ; 
to  be  read  the  third  time. 

Exeter  Corporation  Bill  [Lords].  As 
amended,  considered ;  Amendments  made ; 
Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

Willesden  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
[Lords].  As  amended,  considered  ;  to  be 
read  the  third  time. 

Rothesay  Corporation  Order  Confirma- 
tion. Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order 
under  The  Private  Legislation  Pro- 
cedure (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating  to 
the  Royal  Burgh  of  Rothesay,  ordered  to 
he  brought  in  by  the  Lord  Advocate  and 
Mr.  Solicitor-General  for  Scotland. 
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Rothesay  Corporation  Order  Confirma- 
tion Bill.  "To  confirm  a  Provisional 
Order  under  The  Private  Legislation 
Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating 
to  the  Royal  Burgh  of  Rothesay,"  pre- 
sented accordingly;  and  ordered  to  be 
considered  upon  Friday. 

Somerset  and  District  Electric  Power 
Bill  [Lords].  Reported  with  Amend- 
ments ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


COLONIAL  REPORTS  (ANNUAL). 

Copy  presented,  of  Colonial  Report  No. 
390  (British  Honduras,  Annual  Report 
for  1902)  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

AFRICA  (No.  9,  1903). 

Copy  presented,  of  Memorandum 
showing  position  of  the  four  African 
Protectorates  administered  by  the 
Foreign  Office  in  June,  1903,  arranged  in 
chronological  order  of  date  of  administra- 
tion [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

Paper  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  House : — 

INQUIRY    INTO   CHARITIES   (COUNT  V 
OF  WILTS). 

Further  Return  relative  thereto 
[ordered  9th  August*  1901— Mr.  Griffith 
Boscawen];  to  be  printed.    [No.  267.] 

BRITISH  VESSELS  SOLD  TO 
FOREIGNERS. 

Return  ordered,  "  of  the  number  atv^ 
tonnage    of    vessels  sold    from    Gx^*,*5^ 
3  D 
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Kingdom  ownership  under  the  British  I 
flag  to  foreign  ownership  under  foreign  I 


flags  in  each  year  from  1875  to 
the  following  form — 


190 


Year. 


1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 


Number  of  Steamships. 


— (Mr.  Runciman.) 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES, 


Home  Office  and  Fiscal  Inquiry —Response 
to  Appeal  for  Belief  of  Distress  in 
1842. 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS  (Merthyr 
Tydvil) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  if  his  office  is 
engaged  on  the  fiscal  inquiry;  and 
whether  he  has  any  official  information 
showing  what  financial  response  followed 
the  appeal  made  by  the  Home  Secretary, 
through  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
in  1842,  to  the  ministers  in  each  parish 
to  effectually  excite  their  parishioners  to 
a  liberal  contribution  towards  relieving 
the  severe  distress  from  which  many  of 
the  working  classes  suffered ;  and  if  the 
whole  sum  voluntarily  subscribed  was 
distributed  in  relief  of  the  distress  at  the 
time. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers 
Douglas. )  The  answer  to  the  first  sentence 
is  in   the  negative.    I  have  no  official ' 


Number  of  Sailing 
Shipe. 


Ton 


records  enabling  me  to  answ€ 
other  Questions,  but  I  am  having  in< 
made. 


Detention  of  a  Sirdar  and  Coo] 
on  the  Eastern  Bengal  Bailwa: 
Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for* 
whether  he  is  aware  that  in  Febi 
1902,  a  Sirdar  with  about  fifty  c 
when  travelling  to  a  labour  contract* 
stopped  by  the  police  at  Parbi 
Junction  on  the  Eastern  Bengal  Rai 
and  not  allowed  to  proceed  until  aft 
had  telegraphed  to  the  head  of  his 
who  approached  the  Assistant-G* 
of  Government  Railway  Polic* 
Calcutta ;  is  he  aware  that  althougl 
Sirdar  had  a  pass  for  himself  and  a 
he  was  detained  for  two  and  a  half 
and  required  to  pay  money  to  the  pa 
and  will  some  inquiry  be  made  on 
subject  by  the  Government  TTFilfa 

(Answered    by    Secretary      Lord 
Hamilton.)     I  have  no  information  < 
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subject.  The  matter  should  be  represented 
to  the  local  authorities. 


Location  of  Madras  Workhouse. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, VV.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  whether  he  has  received  a 
reply  to  the  inquiry  which  he  addressed, 
in  June  last  year,  to  the  Government  of 
India  with  reference  to  the  location  of 
the  workhouse  at  Madras  within  the 
precincts  of  the  Presidency  Gaol; 
whether  he  has  considered  the  represen- 
tations made  as  to  the  results  of  such  an 
arrangement;  and  whether  he  is  in  a 
position  now  to  state  the  view  of  the 
Government  of  India  upon  the  matter. 

(Answered  by  Secretary  Lord  George 
Hamilton.)  I  have  received  the  reply  of 
the  Government  of  India,  and  have 
given  directions  that  persons  detained 
under  the  European  Vagrancy  Act  shall 
be  accommodated  in  premises  not  forming 
part  of  the  penitentiary. 

Troops  in  South  Africa— India's 
Contribution. 

Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
GREE  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E  ) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether 
he  and  his  Council  have  been  consulted 
with  reference  to  the  scheme  of  main- 
taining a  reserve  of  25,000  troops  in 
South  Africa;  whether  they  have 
unanimously  agreed  to  the  payment  of  a 
contribution  by  India  towards  the 
expenses  of  that  force ;  and  if  he  will 
place  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  the 
Minutes  of  the  Council  as  well  as  copy 
of  the  correspondence  addressed  to  the 
;  Government  of  India  on  the  subject. 


j     (Answered    by    Secretary    Lord    George 
'^Hamilton.)    The  scheme  of  maintaining 
^a   reserve    of   25,000  troops  in    South 
,; Africa  is  a  matter  for  the  consideration 
s^of  His  Majesty's  Government ;  but,  in  so 
ffar  as  it  is  further  proposed  that  India 
3*8 hail  have  a  first  claim  on  the  services  of 
^Half  that  reserve  in  return  for  a  contribu- 
te ion  of   £400,000  a   year,  I    have  con- 
sidered the  matter  in  Council,  and  have 
lulted    the  Government    of    India. 
;eplv  has  not  yet  been  received,  and 
:**   °*  course'  awftft  it  before  coming 
£sjr&  V*t  ^nal  decision  on  the  subject     I 


cannot  at  present  give  any  undertaking 
as  to  the  presentation  of  Papers. 

Swimming  in  the  Mercantile  Marine. 

Sir  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee) :  To  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  if 
he  can  state  what  percentage  of  ship- 
masters, officers,  seamen,  and  engineers 
in  the  mercantile  marine  are  able  to 
swim  ;  and  whether,  seeing  that  there 
is  not  any  clause  in  the  Merchant  Ship- 
ping Acts  requiring  proficiency  in 
swimming  as  a  qualification  for  seafar- 
ing men  before  passing  their  examina- 
tions, he  will  consider  the  desirableness  of 
enacting  this  qualification. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.) 
There  are  no  figures  available  which 
would  enable  me  to  answer  the  first  part 
of  the  Question.  Although  I  am  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  object  which  the  hon. 
Member  desires  to  secure,  I  do  not  think 
an  alteration  of  the  law  such  as  he  sug- 
gests would  be  expedient. 

Food  Imports  from  the  Colonies  and 
Foreign  Countries. 

Mr.  SEELY  (Lincoln^ :  To  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
he  can  state  what  is  the  value  of  the 
total  imports  of  food  into  the  United 
Kingdom  from  British  colonies  and 
foreign  countries,  respectively  ;  and  if 
he  can  give  any  estimate  of  the  value  of 
the  home  supply. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  The 
imports  of  food  and  drink  into  the 
United  Kingdom  in  1902  from  British 
colonies  and  possessions  were  valued  at 
£43.289,000,  and  from  foreign  countries 
at  £175,427,000.  The  answer  to  the 
last  part  of  the  Question  is  in  the 
negative. 

German  Market  and  Countries  adopting 
1  Retaliatory  Fiscal  Policy. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HOLLAND  (York- 
shire,  W.R.  Rotherham) :  To  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
any  country  adopting  a  retaliatory  fiscal 
policy  has  access  to  the  German  market 
on  more  favourable  tariff  terms  than  the 
United  Kingdom. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Boljora.?^    ^s^% 
3  D  ^ 
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Repatriation  of  Merchant  Seamen. 

Sir  ROBERT  ROPNER  (Stockton): 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  state  the  number  of  seamen 
sent  home,  and  the  cost  of  their  repatria- 
tion, for  each  of  the  four  years  previous 
to  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Merchant 
Shipping  (Mercantile  Marine  Fund)  Act, 
1898— viz.,  the  1st  April,  1 899,  and  similar 
statistics  for  each  of  the  four  following 
years. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  I 
shall  be  happy  to  supply  the  hon. 
Member  with  a  statement  of  the  number 
of  seamen  sent  home  and  the  cost  of 
their  conveyance  to  this  country  in  the 
years  mentioned. 

Training  in  the  Navy— Diving  and 
Swimming. 

Sib  JOHN  LENG:  To  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether  the 
teaching  of  swimming  and  diving  is  part 
of  the  education  and  training  of  officers 
and  men  in  the  British  Navy ;  and,  if 
so,  under  what  regulations  proficiency 
is  secured  in  these  exercises  for  health 
and  the  saving  of  life. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Arnold-Forster.)  The 
reply  is  in  the  affirmative.  All  Executive, 
Engineer,  and  Accountant  Officers  in 
the  Royal  Navy  must  be  in  the  possession 
of  certificates  of  proficiency  in  swimming, 
and  all  boys  in  the  training  ships  are 
taught  to  swim.  There  are  various 
men's  ratings  for  which  ability  to  swim 
is  not  a  necessary  qualification,  but  in 
these  cases  every  encouragement  is 
offered  to  the  men  to  learn,  both  by 
giving  facilities  while  at  the  home  ports 
and  in  the  Reserves,  and  by  the 
holding  of  swimming  classes  in  His 
Majesty's  ships.  At  all  inspections  of 
His  Majesty's  ships  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
inspecting  officer  to  make  special 
inquiries  as  to  the  number  of  persons  on 
board,  if  any,  who  cannot  swim,  and  to 
report  what  steps  are  taken  in  the 
matter.  The  general  Regulations  on  the 
subject  will  be  found  in  Article  263  of 
the  King's  Regulations  and  Admiralty 
Instructions. 

Holidays  in  the  Central  Telegraph  Office. 

Mr.  PATRICK  0'B11IE»S  (^WW^V 
To  ask  the  PostmaateT-CjeiieTaX  vrt&Xb&Y 


in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Committee 
which  revised  the  holiday  periods  in  the 
Central  Telegraph  Office  promised  that 
the  choice  of  annual  leave  should  remain 
governed  by  seniority,  and  that  as  a 
result  the  seniors  made  concessions  in 
order  to  benefit  their  junior  colleagues, 
he  will  explain  why  the  Secretary  to  the 
Post  Office  now  states  that  senior  clerks 
are  to  have  their  holidays  spread  over 
eight  months  of  the  year,  with  the  result 
that  some  are  compelled  to  take  their 
holidays  in  March  after  a  service  of  nearly 
thirty  years. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
The  hon.  Member  presumably  refers  to 
the  class  of  overseers  and  senior  tele- 
graphists. No  statement  has  been  made 
that  the  annual  leave  of  any  existing 
officers  in  that  class  is  to  be  spread  over 
eight  months  of  the  year,  and  none  have 
had  to  take  their  leave  in  March. 


Central  Telegraph  Office — Promotion  of 
Tube  Attendants. 

~Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  Toad 
the  Postmaster-General  whether  he  is 
aware  that  some  of  the  tube  attendants 
of  the  Central  Telegraph  Office  have  bea 
in  receipt  of  the  maximum  salary  for 
four  years— viz.,  30s. ;  and,  seeing  it  1* 
been  the  practice  to  recruit  lobby  officeff 
with  a  maximum  salary  of  40s.  per  week 
from  the  tube  attendant  staff,  will  I* 
explain  why  a  vacancy  in  the  higher 
class  is  to  be  given  to  persons  other  tba 
the  tube  attendants. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberktil 
Five  of  the  tube  attendants  in  the  Cental  [ 
Telegraph  Office  have  been  for  fouryetfl 
in  receipt  of  wages  at  the  maximum  i\ 
their  scale.  The  class  of  lobby  keepeel 
is  no  longer  recruited  from  the  class  i\ 
tube  attendants,  it  having  been  foapil 
that  police  pensioners  were  better  fitttj 
for  the  duty.  The  only  vacancv  in  *| 
class  of  lobby  keepers  which  has  occun*| 
this  year  will  not  be  filled  up. 

Postmen  s  Allowances. 
Mr.  JAMES   O'CONNOR  (Wic^ 
W.):    To   ask    the    Postmaster-Genfl 
how  many  postmen   now  receive  a° 
v  rate*,  <&W  tA\a.n  supervising  allow* 
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{Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
It  would  be  a  troublesome  and  ex- 
pensive work  to  furnish  a  comprehensive 
list  of  the  allowances  referred  to,  and  I 
do  not  think  the  expense  would  be  justi- 
fied by  the  result. 

Reinstatement  of  British  Postal  Servants 
from  South  Africa. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR:  To  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  whether  British 
postal  servants  who  entered  the  South 
African  postal  service  for  an  agreed  term 
of  two  years  will,  at  the  end  of  that 
period,  be  reinstated  in  the  home  service 
should  they  so  desire. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
No  general  statement  can  be  made ;  but 
each  case  will  be  dealt  with  on  its 
merits. 


Report  on  Consular  Service. 
Mr.  MOON  (St.  Pancras,  N.) :  To  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  any  Report  has  been 
recently  made  as  to  His  Majesty's  Con- 
sular Service;  and,  if  so,  whether  it  will 
be  presented  to  Parliament. 

(Answered  by  Lord  Cranborne.)  The 
Report  has  been  presented  to  Parliament 
to-day. 

Withdrawal  of  School  Children  daring 
Religious  Instruction. 

Mr.  PLATT-HIGGINS  (Salford,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Education  whether,  in  view  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Seventh  Section  of  the 
Elementary  Education  Act  of  1870, 
which  regulates  the  attendance  of  children 
during  the  period  of  religious  instruction 
in  elementary  schools,  he  will  consider 
the  advisability  of  modifying  the  new 
by-law  authorising  the  withdrawal  of 
children  from  school  till  after  the  time  of 
religious  instruction  is  passed. 

(Answei'edby  Sir  William  Anson.)  The 
new  form  of  by-law  which  the  Board  of 
Education  have  expressed  themselves  as 
willing  to  approve  if  adopted  by  local 
authorities  has  been  designedly  framed  to 
carry  out  more  completely  the  intention 
and  effect  of  the  section  referred  to  in 
the  Question. 


Llangollen  School  Board— Different 

Treatment  of  Board  Schools  and 

Voluntary  Schools. 

Mr.  GEORGE  KENYON  (Denbigh)  : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation whether  he  is  aware  that  the  clerk  to 
the  School  Board  at  Llangollen  has  stated 
that,  as  regards  payments  of  existing 
liabilities,  different  treatment  is  being 
accorded  to  the  Board  schools  and  to  the 
voluntary  schools;  and,  if  so,  will  he 
state  what  steps  he  proposes  to  take  to 
prevent  such  preferential  treatment. 

(Answered  by  Sir  William  Anson.) 
Llangollen  is  an  urban  district  with  a 
population  of  some  3,000  in  Denbighshire. 
This  county  has  not  as  yet  submitted  a 
scheme  to  the  Board,  so  that  apparently 
the  Act  will  not  be  in  operation  at 
Llangollen  for  some  time.  It  is 
impossible  under  these  circumstances  that 
any  treatment  under  the  Act  of  1902, 
preferential  or  otherwise,  is  now  being 
accorded  to  any  sort  of  schools. 


Vivisection  Experiments  without 
Anaesthetics  —Feeding  Experiments. 

Mr.  PERKS  (Lincolnshire,  Louth) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  he  is  aware  that 
during  the  year  1902  there  were  12,000 
experiments  performed  on  living  animals 
without  anaesthetics,  and,  if  so,  will  he 
state  whether  the  feeding  experiments 
forming  part  of  the  1 2,000  include  starv- 
ing animals  to  death  and  also  forced 
overfeeding ;  and  whether  these  experi- 
ments are  authorised  by  the  Home  Office. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Ahrs 
Douglas.)  The  Return  which  has  been 
laid  before  Parliament  shows  that,  under 
licences  and  certificates  duly  authorised 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  over  12,000  experiments 
(being  mostly  inoculations  and  in  no  case 
involving  any  serious  operation)  were 
performed  in  1902  without  anaesthetics. 
Neither  the  starving  of  animals  to  death 
nor  the  forced  overfeeding  of  animals  is 
included  among  the  experimentsauthorised 
or  performed.  In  the  case  of  one  gentle- 
man who  was  authorised  to  perform 
certain  experiments,  including  four  upon 
rats  or  rabbits  kept  without  food  for 
certain  periods,  at  the  end  of  which  tWj 
were  to  be  killed,  XXve^fcXaiTXY  ^ss^  ok\r> 
experiment. 
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Pensions  of  Retired  Officers  Re-employed 
during  South  African  War. 

Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he 
will  state  what  increase  of  pension  or 
other  remuneration  has  been  granted  to 
those  retired  officers  re-employed  during 
the  late  Boer  war  who  have  received  sub- 
stantive promotion  in  recognition  of  their 
services  rendered  during  the  campaign ;  I 
and,  if  no  such  increase  has  yet  been 
granted,  will  instructions  >e  issued  that 
they  shall  receive  the  retired  pay  of  the 
rank  to  which  they  have  been  promoted. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
Re-employed  retired  officers  promoted 
while  serving  receive  such  advantages  in 
retired  pay  as  the  length  of  service  in  the 
higher  rank  would  entitle  them  to.  Per- 
haps the  hon.  Member  would  explain  to 
what  specific  cases  he  refers. 

Appointments  to    the  Army  from  the 
Militia— New  Regulations. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  EVANS  (Glamorgan- 
shire, Mid):  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  when  the  new  regulations 
with  reference  to  the  position  of  candidates 
desiring  to  enter  the  Army  through  the 
Militia  will  be  made  known,  and  what 
preliminary  examinations  such  candidates 
will  have  to  pass  ;  and  when  the  first 
examination  under  the    new  regulations  ! 

will  be  held. 

i 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.)  I 
It  is  hoped  that  the  new  regulations  will  j 
shortly  be  made  known.  The  Militia  j 
candidates  will  be  required  to  pass  a 
qualifying  literary  examination  and  a  • 
competitive  examination  in  military  j 
subjects.  If  found  practicable  the  first ! 
of  the  examinations  will  be  held  in 
September,  1904. 

Home  Service  for  the  South  Staffordshire 
Regiment. 

Mr.  SHAW  (Stafford) :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  when  may  ' 
the  1st  South  Staffordshire  Regiment,  j 
now  stationed  at  Harrismith,  Orange  ! 
River  Colony,  be  ordered  for  home ; 
and  is  there  any  prospect  of  the  j 
married  non-commissioned  officers'  and , 
men's  wives  and  children  being  sent ' 
out  to  join  them  seeing  that  they  have  I 
bee/i  separated  from  tnem  nearly  four  I 
years,  and  that  the  regiment  \ia»  \ttfcu 


under    canvas    three    years    and   cigbt 

months. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodritkt 
Will  the  hon.  Member  kindly  refer  to 
my  reply  to  a  Question  put  by  my  hoc 
friend  the  Member  for  the  West  Division 
of  Wolverhampton  on  the  16th  instant 
on  this  subject! 

Officers  and   the   Royal    Toast— Water 
instead  of  Wine. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  will  bring  to  the  cognisance 
of  the  various  officers  in  command  of 
the  different  regiments  of  the  Army 
His  Majesty's  statement  that  he  feh 
quite  as  much  honoured  when  his  health 
was  drunk  by  young  officers  in  the  Navy 
in  water  as  in  wine. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
The  custom  of  drinking  His  Majesty* 
health  is  not  prescribed  by  regulations, 
and  therefore  no  official  cognisance  can 
be  taken  of  the  mode  of  drinking  the 
health. 

Efficiency  of  Volunteers. 
Sib  THOMAS  DEWAR  (Tow 
Hamlets,  St.  George's) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  will 
state  how  many  Volunteer  officers  have 
secured  certificates  of  efficiency  at  school* 
of  instruction  or  elsewhere  during  the 
current  year  ;  how  many  Volunteers  have 
attended  camps  of  instruction  during  the 
year ;  and  how  many  have  signified  their 
intention  of  attending  these  camps. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  BrodiicL) 
These  Returns  are  rendered  periodically, 
and  I  must  ask  the  hon.  Member  to  await 
the  usual  period,  as  duplication  of  labour 
would  be  caused  by  calling  for  the* 
Returns  at  uncertain  intervals. 

Indian  Contributions  to  Military  Ex 
penditure. 

Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAfr 
GREE :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  fa- 
War  if,  in  view  of  the  second  paragraph 
of  the  War  Office  letter  to  the  Indi* 
Office  of  the  18th  June,  1902,  he 
would  treat  a  communication  to  the 
Indian  Government  of  proposals  in 
volving  a  large  recurring  increase  of  the 
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military  expenditure  of  that  Government 
as  other  than  confidential,  and  as  attended 
by  the  risk  of  premature  discloures 
referred  to  in  that  paragraph;  and, 
further,  if  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  took  part  in  the  discussion  of  the 

Eroposed  increase  of  the  pay  of  the 
British  soldier  which  is  therein  stated  to 
have  been  considered  by  His  Majesty's 
Government  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
interests  of  the  Empire  as  a  whole,  or  if 
the  words  His  Majesty's  Government  in 
that  connection  signify  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  and  his  Departmental 
advisers  only. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick). 
My  hon.  friend  has  misunderstood  the 
purport  of  the  paragraph  quoted.  Any 
question  of  an  increase  of  pay  to  the 
Army  is  necessarily  kept  strictly  confi- 
dential, as  such  proposals,  if  not  carried 
through  after  they  have  been  entertained, 
would  lead  to  discontent.  The  expres- 
sion His  Majesty's  Government  includes 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  who 
was  present  at  the  discussions. 

Indian  Labour  for  Southern  Rhodesia. 

Sir  THOMAS  DEWAB:  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  remarks  made  at  a  recent  meeting  of 
the  British  South  Africa  Company  in 
regard  to  the  importation  of  coloured 
labour  to  supplement  the  deficiency  of 
local  labour  in  Southern  Rhodesia ;  and 
will  he  state  whether  the  Government 
will  facilitate  the  supply  of  such  inden- 
tured Asiatic  labour  as  may  be  required. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Chamberlain.) 
I  have  seen  the  remarks  referred  to. 
The  Indian  Government  have  felt  com- 
pelled to  express  their  inability  to  consent 
to  the  proposal  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Southern  Rhodesia  for  various 
reasons.  One  reason  they  give  is  that 
the  demand  for  Indian  underground 
labour  is  at  present  greater  than  the 
supply. 

Treatment  of  British  Indian  Subjects  in 
the  South  African  Colonies. 

Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
GREE:  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  if  the  despatch  from 
Lord  Milner  relating  to  the  question  of 
the  treatment  of  British  Indian  subjects 
in   the    African  colonies  has    yet  been 
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[received;  and  if  he  proposes  to  lay  the 
same  upon  the  Table  of  the  House. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Chamberlain.) 
[Lord  Milners  despatch,   which   I  have 

received,  deals  with  the  treatment  of 
I  British  Indian  subjects  in  the  Transvaal. 
[  I  am  in  communication  with  Lord  Milner 

as  to  whether  there  is  any  objection  to 

its  publication. 

Sir    MANCHERJEE     BHOWNAG- 

GREE :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 

'for  the  Colonies  if  he  has  yet  received 

the  Reports    which    he    asked    for    by 

despatch  of  the  1st  May  from  the  local 

authorities  relating  to  the  ill-treatment 

of  a  number  of  British  Indian  subjects  in 

(the  Transvaal,  and  to  the  deaths  of  a 

I  Mahometan   fruit  seller  at  Durban  last 

I  February  and  of  a  labourer  at  Ladysmith 

I  last  March  ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  state  the 

contents  of  those  Reports. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Chambeilain.) 
I  The  Reports  referred  to  have  been 
[received,  and  will  be  communicated  to 
I  the  hon.  Member. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


Northwich  Military  Gamp. 

Mr.    SWIFT    MACNEILL  (Donegal, 

S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 

I  for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that  there 

[  are  a  number  of  Roman  Catholic  soldiers 

[about  170,  in  the  camp    of  the  Welsh 

Fusiliers  and  theU  Battery  at  Delamere, 

I  near  Northwich,  and  that  the  Reverend 

ID.   Cregan,  Roman  Catholic  Rector  of 

[Northwich,  who    on    former  occasions 

I  administered  to  the  spiritual  wants  of 

[the   Roman  Catholic  soldiers  with  the 

[permission    of  a    former   Commanding 

[  Officer,  wrote  to  the  officer  at  present  in 

command  stating  that  he  was  ready  and 

['anxious  to  go  to  the  camp  and  conduct 

service  for  these  Roman  Catholic  soldiers, 

but   has  not    received  a    reply   or  an 

(acknowledgment  of  the  receipt   of    his 

Hotter,  although  it  was  posted  more  than 

a  fortnight  ago ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  state 

(•whether  there  is  any  provision  made  for 

Roman  Catholic  soldiers  to  attend  divine 

service  in  this  camp;  and  whether  the 

Commanding  Officii  Vx»&  vdl^  «s&^  *^ 
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neglect  in  replying  to  the  Reverend  D. 
Cregan's  letter;  and  what  steps  the 
War  Office  authorities  propose  to  take 
in  this  matter. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
th*  WAR  OFFICE  (Lord  Stanley- 
Lancashire,  Westhoughton) :  This  is  a 
matter  for  the  General  Officer  Command, 
ing  the  district,  to  whom  the  hon.  Member 
should  address  any  communications  he 
may  think  fit  to  make  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL:  Do  I 
understand  that  the  noble  Lord  will 
take  no  action  in  this  matter  ? 

Lord  STANLEY:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  heard  my  answer. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL:  I  say* it  is 
very  scandalous. 

Fiscal  Inquiry— Food  Imports. 

MR.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
Molton) :  I  beg  to  ask  theSecretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  if  he  proposes  to  place,  in 
addition  to  duties  on  foreign  corn,  taxes 
on  foreign  beef,  mutton,  wool,  butter, 
and  cheese  for  the  carrying  out  of  his 
proposals  to  give  colonial  goods  a  pre- 
ference in  the  home  market. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  I  think  the  Question 
is  a  little  irregular.  The  hon.  Member 
is  really  asking  me,  not  about  any  action 
of  the  Government,  but  my  personal 
opinion.  In  regard  to  that,  I  have 
nothing  to  add  to  what  I  have  already 
said. 

Imports  of  Wool  and  Hides. 

Mr.  BLACK  (Banffshire) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  he  is  aware  that  wool 
and  hides  form  the  larger  proportion  of 
the  imports  into  this  country  from  the 
Australian  colonies  as  compared  with 
food,  and,  with  the  view  of  benefiting 
these  colonies,  whether  the  Government 
has  resolved  to  impose  an  import  duty 
on  wool  and  hides  as  well  as  on  food 
coming  from  foreign  countries,  or 
whether  it  has  resolved  to  refrain  from 
imposing  such  a  duty. 


Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  His 
Majesty's  Government  has  made  no 
proposals  at  all  on  this  subject,  and  aa 
far  as  I  am  aware  no  Member  on  this 
side  of  the  House  has  proposed  or  sug- 
gested a  tax  on  raw  materials. 

Mr.  BLACK  :  May  it  be  taken  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  speaking 
for  the  Government  in  proposing 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order !  The 
hon.  Member  is  referring  to  some  other 
point 

Mr.  BLACK:  On  a  point  of  order, 
Sir,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  bs 
already  made  a  statement  as  a  member 
of  the  Government,  and  I  venture  to 
submit  that  we  are  entitled  to  kno* 
whether  he  spoke  on  behalf  of  the 
Government  on  the  previous  occasion  \ 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order! 

Germany  and  Canada. 

Mr.  BLACK  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether 
Canada  has  since  1897  been  in  dirert 
correspondence  with  Germany  as  to 
tarifT  arrangements ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
the  correspondence  will  be  published 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  TU 
Canadian  Government  can  onlv  com- 
municate with  the  Government  <* 
Germany  through  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, but  some  informal  and  un official 
discussions  took  place  between  Hen 
Bopp,  the  German  Consul-General,  a* 
Ottawa,  and  members  of  the  Dominion 
Government,  in  1901,  of  which  there  is, 
so  far  as  I  am  aware,  no  record.  Al 
the  correspondence  has  already  be» 
published. 

Assam  Coolie  Riot. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh 
shire,  W.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  SecreUi? 
of  State  for  India  whether  his  attentioc 
has  been  drawn  to  a  coolie  riot  whrt 
occurred  on  19th  May  last  at  a  t» 
garden  in  Assam,  in  consequence  <* 
which  forty-two  coolies  have  bc« 
sentenced  to  various  terms  of  imprison- 
ment;   and    whether    he    can    supply 
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information  as  to  the  causes  which  led 
to  this  outbreak. 

TheUNDERSECRETARY  ofSTATE 
for  INDIA  (Earl  Percy,  Kensington, 
S.) :  I  have  noticed  the  account  of  the 
riot  given  in  the  newspapers.  I  have  no 
further  information  regarding  it. 

Brussels    Sugar     Convention  —  Imports 
from  Austria,  Hungary,  and  France. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  ^Lynn  Regis) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Per- 
manent Commission  at  Brussels  have 
found  that  the  so-called  contingent  law  of 
Austria  and  the  law  proposed  to  the 
Hungarian  Parliament  are  inconsistent 
with  the  Brussels  Sugar  Convention,  and 
that  the  French  system  is  not  in  harmony 
with  that  Convention,  do  His  Majesty's 
Government  intend  to  prohibit,  as  from 
1st  September  next,  the  importation  of 
sugars  and  sugared  products  from  Austria, 
from  Hungary,  and  from  France ;  and,  if 
not,  how  otherwise  do  they  propose  to 
fulfil  their  obligations  under  the  Conven- 
tion. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Lord  Cran 
borne,  Rochester.)  The  Question  is  based 
on  the  assumption  that  the  two  contracting 
♦States  named  will  fail  to  carry  out  their 
obligations  under  the  Convention.  I  have 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  this  will  be  the 
case. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  The  noble 
Lord  has  entirely  misrepresented  my 
Question.  It  is  based  on  nothing  of  the 
kind.  I  asked  a  Question  which  is  based 
upon  statements  laid  before  Parliament, 
and,  in  addition  to  that,  I  may  say  that,  in 
regard  to  France,  it  is  stated  that  she  can- 
not alter  her  law.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  respectfully  ask  what  His 
Majesty's  Government  propose  to  do. 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  I  do  not  think 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  wrongly 
quoted  what  passed  at  the  Conference, 
but  it  remains  for  those  States  to  bring 
their  legislation  into  harmony  with  the 
findings  of  the  Conference. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  Is  the  noble 
Lord  not  aware  that  in  his  own  despatch 
it  is  stated  that  France  cannot  do  sof 


♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  Order  !  The 
Question  cannot  be  argued. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  cannot  get 
an  Answer. 

Russian  Sugars. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  1  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  has  His  Majesty's 
Government  observed  that  Sir  H. 
Bergne,  in  his  despatch  of  13th  July, 
1903,  states  the  decision  of  the  Per- 
manent Sugar  Commission  at  Brussels 
to  be  that,  pending  further  considera- 
tion, the  contracting  States  might  apply 
to  Russian  sugars  and  sugared  products 
the  rate  of  countervailing  duty  fixed  by 
the  United  States  ;  is  he  aware  that  the 
decision  of  the  Commission  was  not  that 
the  rate  in  question  might,  but  that  it 
shall,  be  applied  to  the  Russian  sugars ; 
and,  if  so,  can  he  explain  Sir  H. 
Bergne's  statement  to  the  effect  that 
the  Commission  left  its  application  op- 
tional; and  do  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment intend  to  apply  to  Russian  sugars 
and  sugared  products  the  United 
States  rates,  or  do  they  intend  to  pro- 
hibit their  importation  altogether. 

Lord  CRANBORNE  :  I  am  informed 
that  the  word  "  might  "  was  employed 
because  the  contracting  States  have  the 
option  of  applying  either  prohibition  or 
countervailing  duties.  As  my  hon. 
friend  is  aware,  in  the  Sugar  Conven- 
tion Bill  power  is  not  taken  to  impose 
countervailing  duties,  but  to  prohibit 
bounty-fed  sugar  and  sugared  products. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  It  is  not 
the  word  implied  in  the  Convention. 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  I  think  it  is 
perfectly  well  chosen. 

Trade  Interests  in  Roumania. 

Mr.  HOULT  (Cheshire,  Wirrall):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  is  aware 
that  for  some  time  past  German  trade 
interests  in  Roumania  have  been  repre- 
sented by  a  trade  expert ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Roumanian 
Government  are  at  present  considering 
their  tariff,  and  that  other  countries  ar© 
represented  by  trade  experts,  he  will  »*• 
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once  appoint  a  trade  expert  to  safeguard 
the  interests  of  British  trade. 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  The  German 
official,  to  whom  no  doubt  my  hon.  friend 
refers,  is  described  as  an  agricultural 
expert.  The  Secretary  of  State  will 
consider  in  consultation  with  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  any  steps  should  be 
taken  in  the  direction  suggested  in  the 
Question. 

Naval  and  Military  Expenditure. 
Mb.  MANSFIELD  (Lincolnshire, 
Spalding) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  will  he  state  whether 
he  has  been  able  to  make  inquiries  as  to 
the  possibility  of  a  reduction  of  expendi- 
ture upon  the  military  and  naval  forces 
of  this  country ;  and,  if  so,  can  he  state 
whether  such  expenditure  will  be  affected 
by  the  proposed  changes  in  the  fiscal 
policy ;  and,  if  so,  to  what  extent,  or  in 
what  manner. 

♦The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
I  can  assure  the  hon.  Member  that  the 
possibility  of  reducing  expenditure  is 
always  under  my  consideration,  but  in 
what  way  the  proposed  changes  in  fiscal 
policy  affect  the  matter  I  do  not  quite  see. 


I  state  the  total  amount  of  British  exports 

|  into  each  of  the  self-governing  colonic 

for  last  year  (not  including  war  material 

etc.,  to    South    Africa),     and    the  total 

I  amount  of    foreign    exports ;    also   the 

girticulars  as  regards    India   and  other 
ritish  possessions  in  the  same  way. 

!  Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  The  im- 
ports  from  the  United  Kingdom  and 
foreign  countries  into  each  British  posses- 
sion in  1901  are  given  in  the  Return  C, 
1638,  which  has  recently  been  laid  before 
Parliament.  The  figures  for  1902  are 
not  yet  available  for  many  of  the  coloniei 
Exports  of  British  produce  to  each  colony 
in  1902  are  given  in  the  Annual  State- 
ment of  Trade,  Vol.  2,  and  also  re-exports 
of  foreign  and  colonial  produce  from  the 
United  Kingdom  to  each  colony. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton): 
Are  we  not  to  have  fuller  Papers  laid  oo 
the  Table,  or  are  we  to  be  referred  from 
pillar  to  post  amongst  the  Blue-boob. 
Am  1  not  right  in  understanding  that  we 
are  to  have  a  precis  in  order  to  bring  the 
subject  before  the  country  to  aid  in  the 
grand  inquest  of  the  nation 

i 


Fiscal    Inquiry— Most  Favoured-Nation 
Treatment. 

Mr.  BLACK :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether,  seeing  that  this  country  under 
the  present  fiscal  system  has  for  over 
fifty  years  enjoyed  uninterrupted  most- 
favoured-nation treatment  from  every 
other  country,  he  has  any  information  as 
to  how  far  the  imposition  of  import  duties 
on  the  goods  of  other  countries  will  affect 
this  position  and  the  general  trade  of  this 
country. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Gekald  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  There  is  hardly  any  informa 
tion,  historical  or  statistical,  relating  to 
commerce  which  may  not  conceivably  be 
regarded  as  having  a  possible  bearing 
upon  one  or  other  of  the  problems  re- 
ferred to  in  this  Question. 

Colonial  Trade  with  the  Mother  Country 
and  Foreign  Countries. 

Mr.  MANSFIELD :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he  will 


Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  The  Qu<* 
tion  was  specific,  and  I  have  given  an 
Answer  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  It  is 
impossible,  as  the  hon.  Member  will 
admit,  to  give  all  the  figures  asked  for  in 
reply  to  a  Question. 

Rural  Schools— Cnrriculmn. 

Mr.  LAMBERT:    I    beg   to    ask  tb 

Secretary  to    the  Board    of     Education 

whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 

in  the  rural  school  curriculum  of  modifr 

i  ing  or  withdrawing  thesubject  of  Drawing. 
and  utilising  the  time  for    teaching  thf 

!  measurements    of    surfaces    and    stacks. 

i  grafting  and  pruning  fruit  trees,  cultuw 

i  of  bees,  knowledge  of  animal  philosophy, 
different  values  of  manures  and  soils,  and 
kindred  subjects  fitting  rural  children  for 
country  livelihoods. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECR& 
TARY  to  the  BOARD  op  EDUCA 
TION  (Sir  William  Anson,  Oxford 
University):  Under  Article  15  of  tfee 
Code  drawing  is  required  to  be  taken. * 
a  rule,  in  all  schools,  but  not  necessarily 
in  every  class,  and  it  may  be  omitted  ii 
any  school  which  can  satisfy  the  inspector 
and  the  Board  that  there  is  good  reason  for 
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the  omission.  The  Board  of  Education  are 
extremely  anxious  to  encourage  arrange- 
ments for  bringing  the  course  of  instruc- 
tion in  rural  elementary  schools  into 
close  relations  with  the  environment  of 
the  scholars;  and  the  inspectors  of  the 
Board  have  power  under  Article  15  of 
the  Code  to  approve  a  course  of  instruc- 
tion specially  designed  for  this  purpose, 
and,  if  necessary,  to  sanction  special 
arrangements  as  to  Drawing. 

xMr.  LAMBERT:  Will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  instruct  the  inspectors  of  the 
Department  to  give  special  attention  to 
this  subject  in  rural  schools  1 

Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON:  They  are 
already  instructed  to  pay  special  attention 
to  the  adaptation  of  the  course  of  instruc- 
tion to  the  environment  of  the  scholars. 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN  (Mont- 
gomeryshire) :  Is  not  Drawing  con- 
sidered by  the  Board  of  Education  a  very 
valuable  subject  in  rural  schools  in 
encouraging  the  working  together  of 
hand  and  eye  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON:  It  certainly 
is  a  valuable  subject. 


Whitaker  Wright  Prosecution. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Attorney-General  if  the  Government 
have  yet  arrived  at  any  decision  with 
regard  to  the  ultimate  incidence  of  the 
costs  incurred  in  the  prosecution  of  Mr. 
Whitaker  Wright ;  and  whether,  in 
view  of  the  importance  of  vindicating 
commercial  morality,  he  will  direct  the 
costs  of  the  prosecution  to  be  borne  by 
the  Crown. 

Tins  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  (Sir 
Robert  Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs):  It 
would  be  premature  at  this  stage  of  the 
proceedings  to  give  any  decision  on  the 
Question  of  the  hon.  Member. 

Mr.  LAMBERT :  When  does  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  think  he  can  give 
his  decision  1 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY :  The  prosecu- 
tion is  coming  on  shortly,  and  when  it  is 
over  the  question  can  be  considered. 


Terminable  Leaseholds. 
Mr.  LUNDON  (Limerick,  K):  On 
behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  St. 
Patrick  Division  of  Dublin  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Attorney-General  whether,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  terminable  leasehold 
system  has  never  had  the  formal  sanction 
of  either  House  of  Parliament,  the  Govern- 
ment will  consider  the  advisability  of 
introducing  a  measure  to  safeguard  the 

Eroperty  paid  for  by  terminable  lease- 
olders. 

Sib  ROBERT  FINLAY :  I  am  not 
prepared  to  give  any  undertaking  as  to 
legislation  on  this  subject,  but  any  definite 
proposal  which  the  hon.  Member  may 
make  shall  receive  consideration. 

Franco  Spanish  Alliance. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  bee  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  nas  His 
Majesty's  Government  observed  the  state- 
ment made  by  Senor  Silvela,  Prime  Minister 
of  Spain,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Cortes  last 
week,  immediately  before  his  resignation, 
of  the  many  interests  and  motives  of 
alliance  between  France  and  Spain  and 
the  necessity  for  a  close  union  between 
those  two  countries ;  have  His  Majesty's 
Government  received  any  information  as 
to  the  existence  of  an  alliance  or  an 
understanding  between  the  French  and 
Spanish  Governments ;  if  so,  are  they 
aware  of  the  conditions  thereof  ;  and 
does  the  understanding,  if  any,  extend  to 
Gibraltar. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  of  the  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) :  We  have  no 
information  as  to  any  alliance  between 
the  French  and  Spanish  Governments. 


Mr.   GIBSON 
understanding  1 


BOWLES :    Or  of  an 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  An  understand- 
ing is  of  the  nature  of  an  alliance,  and 
that  word  covers  it.  We  have  no  know- 
ledge. 

Brussels  Sugar  Convention— British 
Policy  of  Prohibition. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of   the  Treasury,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  Permanent  Commis- 
sion at    Brussels    have    fixed    specified 
countervailing  duties  to  be  imposed  V>*9" 
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each  contracting  State  of  the  Brussels 
Sugar  Convention  on  all  sugars  and 
sugared  products  imported  from  Spain, 
Denmark,  Japan,  Rou  mania,  Russia,  and 
the  Argentine  Republic,  and  that  these 
duties  are  different  in  each  case,  and 
vary  from  1  fr.  75  to  27  fr.  per  100  kilo- 
grammes, do  His  Majesty's  Government 
intend  to  treat  all  the  cases  in  the  same 
way,  by  absolutely  prohibiting  from  1st 
September  next  the  importation  of  sugar 
and  sugared  products  from  all  the  coun- 
tries in  question,  irrespective  of 
differences  in  their  bounties  ;  what  other 
countries  signatories  of  the  Convention 
intend  to  depart  from  the  finding  of  the 
Commission,  that  specified  differential 
treatment  shall  be  given  to  the  countries 
in  question,  in  order  to  extend  to  them 
one  common  treatment,  either  by  prohi- 
bition or  otherwise ;  and  will  His 
Majesty's  Government  consider  the 
propriety  of  imposing  the  duties  named 
by  the  Commission,  instead  of  adopting 
the  more  severe  method  of  prohibition. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  It  would  be 
-desirable  to  reserve  the  Answer  to  this 
Question  till  the  debate  on  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill,  when  the  subject  can 
be  dealt  with  more  fully  than  is  possible 
by  Question  and  Answer  across  the  floor 
of  the  House. 


TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Reported,  with  Amendments,  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Law,  etc.  Re- 
port to  he  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.  [No.  268.]  Minutes  of  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Standing  Committee  to 
be  printed.  [No.  2 68 J  Bill,  as  amended 
(injjthe  Standing  Committee),  to  be 
considered  to-morrow,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  291.] 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  (SUPPLY). 
|K Ordered,  That  three  additional  days  be 
allotted  to  the  Business  of  Supply. —(Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfoiir.) 

LONDON  EDUCATION  BILL. 
[Third  Reading.] 
Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
44  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time. 


♦Dr.  MACNAMARA(Camberweu,N.V. 
I  desire  to  say  a  few  last  words  on  this 
Bill  by  way  of  moving  its  rejection.  1 
take  this  course  for  three  reasons,  first 
of  all,  as  a  London  Member,  I  venture  to 
resent  the  way  in  which  the  Bill  has 
been  pushed  through  its  various  stages 
in  this  House.  The  Second  Reading  was 
taken  four  parliamentary  days  after  the 
First  Reading  was  carried,  and  before 
either  the  School  Board  for  London  or 
the  County  Council  had  any  opportunity 
whatever  of  examining  its  details.  I 
asked  the  Prime  Minister  to  postpone 
the  Second  Reading,  in  order  that  tho=e 
two  great  bodies,  so  deeply  affected  by 
the  measure,  might  have  an  opportunity 
of  considering  its  details,  and  he  replied 
that  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  con- 
venient or  possible  to  alter  the  arrange- 
ment come  to,  because,  of  course,  these 
two  important  bodies  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  expressing  their  opinion 
during  the  interval  between  the  Second 
Reading  and  the  Committee  stage.  But, 
in  spite  of  that  deliberate  pledge,  what 
occurred  1  The  Second  Reading  of  the 
Bill  was  finished  on  Wednesday,  29th 
April.  The  very  next  day  the  London 
School  Board  appointed  a  special  Com- 
mittee to  examine  the  Bill  and  make 
recommendations  to  be  forwarded  to  tl* 
Government.  The  Committee  met  on 
Friday,  1st  May,  and  again  on  the 
following  Tuesday*  and  Friday,  and  I  can 
say  personally  that  they  worked  very 
hard  on  those  three  days.  But  befort 
they  had  had  an  opportunity  of  finishing 
their  deliberations,  before  they  could 
place  their  views  before  the  Boarti 
with  the  view  to  submitting  tho* 
views  to  the  Government,  the  Com- 1 
mittee  stage  was  entered  upon, 
desire,  then,  to  express  very  strong  resent- 
ment at  the  Second  Reading  having  beec 
taken  before  either  the  School  Boarder 
the  County  Council  had  had  a  chance  <i 
examining  the  measure,  and  at  the  C<m 
mittee  stage  having  been  pushed  oa 
before  they  had  anything  like  a  reason- 
able opportunity  of  expressing  thf'j 
opinion.  I  speak  on  behalf  of  the  peoj*  I 
of  London  when  I  say  that  this  isaal 
ill  requital  on  the  part  of  the  GovercJ 
ment,  which  has  been  treated  so  geneij 
ously  by  London  in  the  matter  <*'■ 
representation  in  this  House. 
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My  second  reason  for  moving  the  re- 1 
jection  of  the  Bill  is,  that  I  very  strongly 
object  to  the  form  which  it  has  taken. 
The  Bill  of  last  year  was  a  very  re  vol  u- 1 
tionary  measure.  It  uprooted  the  educa- 1 
tional  legislation  of  thirty-three  years ;  J 
it  repealed  sixteen  Acts  of  rarlia- 
ment,  it  repealed  the  whole  of  the 
Technical  Instruction  Act  of  1899,  and  I 
it  repealed  fifty  sections  and  all  the  I 
schedules  of  the  Act  of  1870.  Notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  it  produced  this 
enormous  revolution  one-third  of  last 
year's  Bill  was  passed  in  this  House 
under  the  operation  of  the  closure,  and 
without  any  discussion  at  all.  Then  the 
Government  turns  to  London  and  applies 
this  stupendous  revolution  to  it  in  a  Bill 
of  only  one  clause,  and  it  actually 
passes  that  clause  by  means  of  the 
closure.  I  say  that  that  is  treating 
London  in  a  most  contumelious  manner 
and  I  strongly  resent  it.  London  educa- 
tion is  as  important,  numerically  and 
financially,  as  the  education  for  the 
whole  of  Scotland.  Lord  Balfour  of 
Burleigh  has  promised  an  Education 
Bill  for  Scotland  next  year,  and  I  should 
like  to  know  whether,  when  that  Bill  is 
introduced,  it  will  be  a  Bill  of  one  clause 
settling  the  whole  education  question  by 
reference  to  another  Bill.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose for  a  moment  it  will.  I  imagine 
that  the  Scotch  people  will  demand  a 
measure  complete  in  itself — a  measure 
that  will  set  up  local  authorities  elected 
ad  hoc  for  suitable  areas.  As  I  have 
said  before  London  has  treated  this 
Government  very  generously  by  return- 
ing fifty-four  Ministerialists  out  of  a 
total  of  sixty- two  representatives,  and  I 
ask  again  why  should  it  be  treated  in 
this  contumelious  way  ?  I  am  aware 
that  a  great  many  Londoners  deserve 
the  treatment  that  they  get.  They  are 
far  too  unconcerned  and  happy-go-lucky. 
Their  sceptre  of  Empire  is  the  batdn  of  the 
conductor  of  the  Music  Hall  Orchestra. 
Their  only  text  book  is  to  be  found  in 
the  words  of  the  latest  song  by  Marie 
Lloyd  and  Little  Tich.  Their  highest 
a  piration  is  to  "spot  the  winner "  of 
the  City  and  Suburban.  Therefore 
they  get  the  government  they  deserve. 
Although  I  am  a  London  Member  I 
cannot    help    feeling    as  I  do   when    I 


remember  how  London  is  treated  in  this 
House. 

Now  I  come  to  my  last  reason  for 
opposing  the  Bill.  I  oppose  the 
machinery  of  the  Bill  altogether. 
It  is  hopelessly  bad.  It  is  bound  to 
break  down,  and  I  will  again  tell  the 
Parliamentary  Secretary  why  I  think  so. 
The  Government  have  determined  to 
destroy  the  School  Board  for  London. 
It  is  to  be  destroyed  because  it  has 
done  its  work  too  well.  I  see  that 
its  sons  have  become  Senior  Wranglers, 
and  have  taken  very  high  positions  at 
Oxford ;  they  are  occupying  positions  in. 
which  they  were  not  originally  born, 
as  the  phrase  goes,  and  I  imagine  that 
that  is  one  of  the  reasons  why 
the  School  Board  is  to  be  destroyed. 
As  the  Parliamentary  Secretary  said 
on  the  First  Reading,  it  has  been 
guilty  of  "vaulting  ambition'1;  for 
that  reason  it  is  to  be  destroyed,  and. 
the  work  is  to  be  given  to  the  London 
County  Council.  I  have  again  and  again 
endeavoured  to  describe  the  magnitude 
of  this  problem.  Let  me  once  more 
remind  the  Parliamentary  Secretary  andc 
the  Government  that  when  you  deal, 
with  the  education  of  London  you  deal 
with  a  problem  which  involves  the 
control  of  2,000  schools  and  the  direction 
of  20,000  teachers,  as  well  as  the  educa- 
tion of  1,000,000  students  and  the 
expenditure  of  £4,000,000  sterling 
annually.  It  is  a  problem  as  large  as  is 
involved  in  the  whole  education  of 
Scotland,  and  is  three  times  as  large  as 
is  involved  in  the  education  of  Wales. 
The  work  is  now  to  be  added  to  the 
work  of  the  London  County  Council,  as 
to  the  members  of  which  body  Ministers 
I  have  gone  about  this  City  asserting  that 
they  already  have  too  muoh  to  do.  I 
confess  I  cannot  square  the  position 
taken  up  by  the  Government  on  this 
point.  On  the  First  and  Second  Reading, 
when  I  pointed  out  that  the  Government 
proposal  would  have  the  effect  of 
doubling  the  work  of  a  body  which 
admittedly,  from  a  Ministerial  point  of 
view,  already  have  too  much  to  do, 
the  Prime  Minister  replied  to  me  that 
the  genius  of  his  scheme  was  that  they 
were  going  to  devolve  enormous  powers 
on  the  Borough  Councils.  The  ri^^4 
hon.  Gentleman  said  that  decAtto^&osp**^^^ 
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was  an  absolute  necessity  of  the  situa- . 
tion,  and  that  it  was  to  take  place  by 
statute.     The  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  ' 
for    Wiltshire,    amongst     many    other ! 
speakers  on  the  other  side,  also  declared  j 
on  the  same  point  that  the  School  Board 
had   been    over   centralised,    but   that, 
under    this    scheme,    there    would    be 
complete  decentralisation,  which  would 
not      involve      so      many       meetings 
or  the    appointment    of    so  many  sub- 
committees, because  the  local  bodies  would 
take  over  much  of  the  work  formerly 
done  by  the  School  Board.     I  would  like 
to  ask  the  Parliamentary  Secretary  where 
is  the  decentralisation  in  the  Bill  now  ? 
There  is  absolutely  none.     It  has  gone, 
and,    consequently,    there     remains    no 
answer  to   my  original  contention  that ' 
the  County  Council  cannot  do  the  work.  , 
How  does  the  hon.   Gentleman  square  ' 
the  present  form  of  the  Bill  with  the 
original  suggestion  that  the  work  could 
not  be  doneby  the  County  Council  unless  : 
there  were  broad  powers  of  devolution.  ' 
With  regard  to  the  machinery,  I  view  j 
with  the  gravestapprehension  the  handing  > 
over  of  this  matter  as  it  now  stands  to  ' 
the  County  Council.     Already  that  body 
has  found  it  necessary  to  establish  seventy 
committees    and   sub- committees,    which  i 
have  held  in  all  over  1,300  meetings.  It  has 
already  quite  enough  to  do.    It  is  the  tram- 
way authority,  the  fire  brigade  authority, 
the  main  drainage  authority,  the  parks 
authority,  the  asylums  authority,  and  the 
weights  and  measures  authority.     It  is 
responsible  for  carrying  out  great  public 
improvements,   for  the   enforcement    of 
the   Housing  Acts,   for  the  licensing  of 
music  halls,  and  for  the  issue  of  dancing 
licences.      And  all  this   on   behalf   of   a 
population  of  5,500,000. 

How  the  County  Council  can  be   ex- 
pected to  undertake  the  work  of  the  School  ' 
Board,   especially    in    view   of    the   fact  ] 
that  the  whole  scheme  of  decentralisation 
has  disappeared  from  the  Bill,  puzzles  me. 
The  Committee  for  educational  purposes 
will    have   to   be   at    least    seventy-five 
strong,  and  I  imagine  that  the  County 
Council  will  insist  that  the  majority,  at  | 
least,  shall  be  members  of  its  own  body.  I 
Thus  there  will  be  about  forty  County 
Councillors,  who  every  day  will  receive  one 
.  set  of  agenda  papers  calling  them  to  Spring 
Gardens,  and  another  set  calling  them  to 
Victoria  Embankment,  where  t\vem^t\i\^ 
ol  the  educational  authority  v?\\\  \>e  WV&. 
D?\  Macnamara. 


They  clearly  cannot  be  in  both  places  at 
once,  and,  consequently,  I  imagine  they 
will  go  to  Spring  Gardens,  and  practically 
the  whole  work  of  the  education  of 
London  will  be  carried  on  by  thirty-five 
persons  who  are  not  at  all  responsible  to 
the  ratepayers.  I  want  in  the  most 
vehement  manner  to  resist  that.  I jondoa 
people  will  not  stand  it,  and  we  shall  be 
compelled,  sooner  or  later,  to  revive  in 
some  form  or  other  the  ad  hoc  authority, 
or  else  it  will  be  necessary  to  increase  the 
membership  of  the  County  Council  by 
adding  a  third  representative  for  each 
division.  Only  by  some  such  means 
will  it  be  possible  for  the  work  to 
be  carried  on  by  the  representa- 
tives of  the  ratepayers  instead  of  by 
thirty  -  five  outsiders.  I  resent  very 
bitterly  indeed  the  way  in  which  the 
Bill  has  been  pushed  through  the 
House.  I  resent,  too,  the  breach  of 
faith  of  which  the  Prime  Minister  has 
been  guilty  in  not  giving  us  time  to 
examine  the  Bill  before  the  Committee 
stage  was  entered  upon.  I  resent  ak* 
the  form  of  the  Bill.  I  say  that  London 
should  have  a  self-contained  and  com- 
plete measure.  I  think  the  machinery 
is  hopeless  and  bound  to  break  down. 
But  the  issue  is  now  passing  from  our 
hands  to  those  of  the  ratepayers  ot 
London.  Happily,  before  the  appointed 
day— the  1st  May,  1904 — there  will  be 
a  County  Council  election,  and  1  wan: 
to  say  quite  deliberately  that  at  that 
election  we  intend  to  fight  this  matter 
out  to  the  bitter  end.  In  the  first  place 
we  propose  to  fight  it  out  on  the  broad 
issue  of  the  machinery  of  the  Bill  1 
believe  we  can  secure  an  overwhelming 
majority  on  the  London  County  Council 
absolutely  opposed  to  the  present 
machinery  as  contained  in  this  Bill.  On 
the  28th  April  the  County  Council 
passed  a  Resolution  which  is  only  s 
faint  indication  of  what  the  verdict  of 
the  London  people  will  be  next  March. 
That  Resolution  set  forth  that  the 
Council  was  strongly  opposed  to  the 
scheme  proposed  by  the  Bill,  and  would 
prefer  either  the  maintenance  of  the  pre 
sent  system  or  the  creation  of  one  directh 
elected  educational  authority,  speciaDv 
elected  for  the  purpose,  which  should 
have  full  and  complete  control  overall 
£c*Ae&  <A  ^w^\\qw.      That   Resolution 
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sixteen.  That  will  be  the  first  issue  on 
which  we  propose  to  take  the  opinion  of 
the  people  of  London,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  we  shall  get  an  overwhelming 
majority  in  our  favour.  If  feeling  at 
present  runs  high  over  the  destruction 
of  the  London  School  Board,  I  think 
that  feeling  will  prove  to  be  but  merely 
child's  play  as  compared  with  the 
popular  indignation  likely  to  be  aroused 
in  connection  with  the  hopeless  machinery 
provided  in  this  Bill. 


Again,  I  believe  that  the  method  of 
rate-aiding    denominational    schools    is 
likely  to  prove  a  very  burning  question 
at   the   County  Council    election    next 
March.      There    is    in   the   country    a  I 
great  deal  of  irritation,  deep-rooted  and  I 
widespread,  but  slightly  reflected  in  this  j 
House,  as  to  this  method  of  rate-aiding  I 
denominational  schools,  and  it  will  in  Lon- 1 
don  surpass  anything  which  either  thej 
Government  or  the  Board  of  Education 
has  yet  experienced.     I  believe  that  the 
London   people  next  March  will  return 
to    Spring    Gardens    an    overwhelming 
majority  opposed  both  to  the  machinery 
x>f  the  Bill  and  to  the  method  by  which  I 
-denominational    schools  are    to  be  rate- 
.aided.     Members  of  the  Government  ex- 
press mild  surprise  that  there  should  be 
.any  irritation  on  the  part  of  the  people.  I 
There  is  no  need  for  such  surprise.  We  are  \ 
going  in  London  to  take  over  200,000  chil- 
dren now  in  denominational  schools,  and 
the  maintenance  of  each  child  per  year  when 
the  Act  comes  into  operation  will  amount 
to   60s.      Of  that  amount,  according  to 
the  most  generous  estimate,  denomina- 
tionalists  will  find  something  like  2s.  per 
-child  to  up  keep  the  fabric  of  the  school. 
The  value  of  the  use  of  the  rooms  may 
be  put  roughly  at  3s.  per  child,  so  that 
altogether    the    denominationalists    will 
subscribe   5s.   out  of  the   60s.     The  re- 
maining 55s.  will  have  to  be  subscribed 
by  the  public  in  the  shape  of  rates  and 
:      taxes,    and    then,   while  the  denomina-! 
i     tionalists   only   pay   one-twelfth   of    the 
i     cost,  they  are  to  be  granted  eight-twelfths 
t,      of   the   management,   while  the   public, 
who  pay  eleven-twelfths  of  the  cost,  will 
;     only  supply  four-twelfths  of  the  manage- 
;     nient.      The    London    people    are  very 
,     happy-go-lucky  and  indifferent ;  but  they 
are  greater  fools  than   I  take    them  to 
.,     be  if  they  stand  that  for  any  length  of 
time.     I  repeat  I  believe  we  shall  have 


an  overwhelming  majority  against  this 
method  of  rate-aiding  the  denominational 
schools.  There  can  be  no  doubt  as  to 
what  the  view  of  the  County  Council 
is,  for  on  the  28th  April  it  passed  a 
resolution  earnestly  protesting  against 
being  required  by  Jaw  to  make  rates  to 
be  applied  in  the  maintenance  of  denomi- 
national schools  not  under  public  control 
and  in  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of 
school  teachers  who,  while  they  are  paid 
wholly  out  of  public  funds,  are  subject  to 
religious  tests.  I  think  many  of  the 
Unionist  Members  of  this  House  will 
soon  have  cause  to  be  sorry  that  they 
ever  voted  for  this  Bill.  That  Resolution, 
I  may  remind  the  House,  was  carried  by 
sixty  votes  to  ten. 

Now  I  come  to  the  third  issue  which 
we  intend  to  lay  before  the  people. 
We  have  1,500  head  teachers  in  the 
denominational  schools  of  London.  In 
the  past  they  have  been  partly  paid  by 
voluntary  contributions,  and  that  might 
justify  the  imposition  of  religious  tests. 
But  after  the  passing  of  this  Bill  they  are 
to  be  entirely  and  exclusively  paid  out 
of  public  funds,  and  we  are  going  to 
insist,  immediately  that  happens,  that 
they  shall  be  subject  only  to  such  tests 
as  may  be  superimposed  by  the  public 
who  find  the  money.  These  are  the 
three  issues  we  are  going  to  raise,  and 
we  are  now  going  through  an  elaborate 
farce  in  either  voting  for  or  against  the 
Third  Reading  of  this  Bill  this  after- 
noon. The  matter  really  rests  with  the 
people  of  London.  No  doubt  the  Third 
Reading  will  be  carried  by  a  very  large 
majority,  but  I  repeat  that  many  a 
London  Unionist  Member  will  be  sorry 
before  he  has  done  that  he  ever  put  his 
hand  to  it  in  any  shape  or  form.  I  give 
the  Government  fair  warning,  as  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  that  the  London  Pro- 
gressives mean  to  fight  this  out  to  the 
bitter  end,  and  mean  to  insist  that 
the  three  simple  claims  I  have  indicated 
shall  be  respected  and  satisfied.  First 
with  regard  to  London  education,  a 
stupendous  system  involving  the  proper 
equipment  of  one  out  of  ten  of  all  the 
I  children  of  the  British  race  all  the  world 
I  over,  we  mean  to  insist  that  we  shall  have 
I  such  a  board  of  management  for  London 
as  shall  be  directly  responsible  to  tt\s> 
I  ratepayers  and  ea^a\ta>  o\  tvcx^va%  w&» 
I  the  great  woxV    NN  *  *\\a&>  yjv  \,V*  %^^ 
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place,  insist  that  rate-aided  denomin; 
tional    schools   shall    be   controlled    by 
those  who  find  the  bulk  of  the  money, 
and,  thirdly,   we  shall  say  that  public 
servants    maintained    entirely    out    of 
public   funds   must  only  be  subject  to 
such  tests  as  shall  be  imposed  by  a  publi 
authority.     We  shall  claim  the  abolition 
of  all  religious  theological  tests,  which 
often     simply     sap    the    fibre    of    the 
teacher,  and  are  frequently,  to  all  intent 
and   purposes,    merely   a    premium   on 
hypocrisy.    That  will  be  our  policy,  and 
I    have  no  doubt  whatever  as  to  the 
issue. 

♦Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.):  I  must  ask  the  indulgence  of  th 
House  if,  in  the  few  remarks  I  have  to 
make,  I  do  not  deal  so  effectively  as  I 
could  wish  with  the  subject ;  the  reasoi 
is  that  I  have  been  very  unwell  of  late 
My  hon.  friend  has  said  that  the  Thin  I 
Reading  of  this  Bill  is  likely  to  be  carried 
by  a  large  majority.    That  is  extreme!; 
probable,   for,   although   I    do  not   se 
anything  like  a  majority  of  the  Member 
of  this  House  present,  we  know  perfectly 
well  that  there  are  battalions  in  reservi 
which  will  come  forward  and  vote  for 
whatever  proposition   the   Government 
choose  to  submit.    But  I  do  appeal  t< 
the  House  to  reconsider  this  Bill   be- 
fore it  parts  with  it.     It  seems  to  m< 
that    to    pass    this    Bill     is    to    do    a 
serious  wrong  to  education.     It  is  un- 
just   to    the    ratepayers   of  London   to 
impose   this   great    burden    upon   them 
without    guaranteeing    to    them   a   full 
equivalent  in  educational  efficiency,  which 
I  venture  to   assert   they    will  not   get 
under  this  Bill.     It  is  doubly  unjust  to 
the  parents  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
children    in    the    Metropolis,    who    are 
physically  placed  in  a  worse  position  than 
children  in   other  parts  of   the    country,  I 
from  the  very  central  difficulty  of  main- 
taining high  mental  and  physical  efficiency  I 
among  those  who  attend  the  schools  in  the 
poorer  parts  of  London.     I  say  that  this 
Bill  ought  to  be  rejected,  even  at  this  last 
moment,  and  that  hon.  Members  opposite 


the  Metropolis.  The  Act  of  last  year 
may  do  some  good  in  organising  educa- 
tion in  some  of  our  rural  districts,  but  no 
one  will  deny  that  in  the  great  towns  it 
will  have  a  seriously  reactionary  and 
depressing  effect  on  educational  forces. 
I  am  assured  by  experts  in  many  parts 
of  the  country  that  that  anticipation  is 
not  exaggerated  or  ill-founded.  This 
Bill  is  recasting  the  educational  system  of 
London  for  the  benefit  of  the  worst  and 
smallest  part  of  that  system.  No  Bui  affect- 
ing London  within  my  recollection  has  ever 
been  introduced  into  this  House  which  has 
been  so  absolutely,  so  uniformly,  and  » 

[  universally  condemned  by  everyone  who 
has  a  right  to  say  what  is   wanted  for 

I  education  in  the  Metropolis.  Hie 
London  County  Council  and  many  of 
the    Borough   Councils    have   expressed 

I  in   most    emphatic   terms     their  dissent 

J  from  the  principle  of  this  Bill,  and 
in  order  to  remind  the  House  one* 
more  how  strongly  this  great  repre- 
sentative body  feels  on  this  question,  I 
will  read  the  Resolution — 

4 'This  Council  is  strongly  opposed  to  tk 
scheme  proposed  by  the  BUI  and  would  prefer 
either  the  maintenance  of  the  present  systea  or 
the  creation  of  one  directly  elected  edncaticail 
authority,  which  shall  have  real  and  compter 
control  over  all  grades  of  education." 

I  am  aware  that  some  of  the  worst 
features  of  this  Bill  have  been  modi- 
fied. I  agree  that  to  a  certain  extent  era 
this  House  represents  the  predominiK 
common  sense  of  the  community 
outside,  and  has  overruled  in  some 
points  this  extraordinary  Ministry  and 
its  extraordinary  majority.  But  sd 
we  are  placed  in  this  extraordinary 
position,  that  this  is  a  Bill  with  whki 
ao  one  is  satisfied.  1  have  sat  in  tte 
House  for  eighteen  years,  and  I  b*w 
heard  many  attacks  made  upon  the 
jfficiency  and  administrative  capacity  of 
the  London  County  Council,  and  every 
proposal  made  by  that  Council  has  b#c 
riddled  by  attacks  and  undermined  by 
intrigue  by  the  very  people  who  tf» 
now  bringing  forward  this  legislation 
We  know  that  hon.   Members  oppoa* 


ought  to  realise  that  the  motive  under- '  are  not  satisfied   ^"t^.these    propose 

lying  it  has  not   been  education  at  all,  I 

but  has  been  to  give  a  fresh  J  ease  of  life 

to  what  is  admittedly  an  inferior  type  of 

school  in  this  great  area,  and  with  a  view 

of  further   extending  and  pev^\i\ia\.\w^\ 

clerical    domination  over  t\ic    ipso\ta  ol 


It  was  clear  from  the  Bill  as  introduce:  I 
that  the  Government  intended  tkl 
County  Council  to  have  no  real  voi«l 
in  the  matter.  They  intended  it  »l 
Tn&?d\  \u  fetters,  bound  hand  and  f«U 
,*.yA    \raa\ta    \<s&3     \a>     control    4e| 
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destinies  of  education  in  London.  The 
Government  however  have  been  com- 
pelled by  the  logic  of  the  Act  of  last 
year  to  knock  away  those  checks  upon 
its  action.  On  the  other  hand,  the  un- 
answerable arguments  of  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  North  Camber- 
well  have  shown  the  House  conclusively 
that  it  is  physically  impossible  for 
the  London  County  Council  to 
efficiently  carry  out  the  proposals  of 
this  Bill.  Therefore  I  am  justified  in 
saying  that  hon.  Members  opposite  are 
not  satisfied  with  this  Bill  because  the 
Government  have  been  compelled  to  place 
the  power  in  the  hands  of  a  body  hostile 
to  their  views;  and  hon.  Members  on 
this  side  are  not  satisfied  with  the  measure 
because  it  leaves  the  London  County 
Council  in  such  a  position  that  it  is  unable 
to  deal  as  a  representative,  directly-chosen, 
democratic  authority  would  deal  with  the 
problems  of  education  under  the  operation 
of  this  Bill.  Several  alternatives  have  been 
suggested  by  my  hon.  friend ;  they  have  i 
been  suggested  by  the  London  County! 
Council  and  by  many  other  authoritative 
sources  of  opinion  in  London.  One 
alternative  is  to  leave  the  existing  state ; 
of  things  alone.  I  read  the  other  day| 
the  admirable  report  of  the  Technical 
Board  of  the  London  County  Council, 
which  is  a  splendid  testimony  to  the 
educational  value  of  that  Board  in  dealing 
with  the  class  of  work  in  which  it  is 
encaged.  We  are  all  aware  of  the  splen- 
did work  of  the  London  School  Board, 
until  it  was  paralysed  by  that  absurd' 
Cockerton  conspiracy,  and  was  thus  pre- 
vented from  giving  the  best  education 
possible  to  the  children  entrusted  to  its 
charge.  Therefore  you  have,  in  the 
existing  state  of  things,  the  sound  basis  of 
an  educational  machine  to  go  on  effectively 
until  we  can  get  this  directly-elected 
democratic  authority  which  the  London 
County  Council  has  said  will  infinitely 
better  discharge  this  duty  than  the  Lon- 
don County  Council  itself  as  at  present 
constituted.  Then  there  is  the  alternative 
of  remodelling  the  London  County  Coun- 
cil and  electing  an  additional  third  of  that 
body  to  deal  with  education.  That  is  an 
alternative  which  I  do  not  favour,  but  either 
of  the  alternatives  I  have  mentioned  would 
be  infinitely  better  than  the  chaos  in 
which  education  will  really  be  handed 
VOL.  CXXV.      [Fourth  Series.] 


over  to  officials  to  administer  under  the 
provisions  of  this  wretched  Bill. 

This  Bill  should  not  be  passed  because  it 
deprives  women  almost  entirely  of  the  right- 
to  be  elected  and  to  sit  and  work  upon 
the  educational  authority  in  London. 
Another  reason  why  the  Bill  should  be 
rejected  is  because  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  adequately  represent  labour  upon  the 
education  authority  of  London  if  that 
authority  is  not  directly  elected  by  the 
people.  This  Bill  tramples  upon  the 
religious  feelings  of  the  vast  proportion 
of  the  Nonconformists  in  the  Metropolis, 
and  it  deeply  wounds  their  just  religious 
susceptibilities.  The  measure  also  im- 
poses religious  tests  upon  teachers.  I 
thought  we  had  got  rid  of  this  question 
in  the  long  fight  of  the  London  School 
Board  when  that  atrocious  scheme  was 
concocted  by  some  feather-headed  fanatics 
some  years  agoand  then  decisively  rejected 
by  the  electors  of  London  at  the  poll.  What 
right  has  this  or  any  other  Government 
to  fan  the  flames  of  religious  hatred  and 
stir  up  religious  controversy  and  ani 
mosity  ?  Even  this  might  be  tolerable  if  it 
were  accompanied  by  any  real  improve- 
ment in  the  educational  machinery.  But 
I  believe  you  will  see  in  London  what 
you  are  only  too  likely  to  see  in  the 
great  towns  of  Leeds,  Manchester,  Liver- 
pool, Bradford,  and  in  our  country 
towns,  namely,  the  symptoms  of  a  de- 
creasing interest  in  education  and  the 
lowering  of  the  standard  of  education, 
which  is  a  most  serious  matter  for  the 
future  welfare  of  this  country.  You  will 
see  the  same  educational  wreckage  and 
shrinkage  in  the  Metropolis  unless  you 
have  an  upheaval  of  public  opinion,  which 
I  believe  will  be  aroused  before  long  and 
which  will  put  your  Board  of  Education  in  a 
strait-waistcoat,  strangle  your  laws,  and  in- 
sist on  administering  them  out  of  existence, 
even  before  the  people  have  a  chance  of 
returning  a  majority  to  this  House  to 
reverse  this  policy  and  wipe  those  laws 
oft*  the  Statute-book.  The  other  day  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  taunted  us  with  bitter 
scorn  for  protesting  against  this  Bill  in 
the  brief  discussion  on  the  first  clause. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  wholly  blinded  by  the 
dilettante  exclusion  from  his  mind  of  all 
practical  knowledge  and  the  ratio^ak 
inferences  which  \rcafc\AR»X  \x\srcv  \NaX»Nxw^ 
draw  from  pxafcUeaX  V\\aw\s&^  ^^  ^^ 
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ought  to  know  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment has  long  since  forfeited  the 
confidence  of  the  country,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  no  right  to  speak 
of  this  Bill  as  representing  the  feelings 
of  the  people  of  London,  These  Educa- 
tion Bills  have  been  forced  through  a 
Parliament  elected  on  other  issues. 
Therefore  it  has  been  a  constitutional 
fraud  to  force  these  Bills  through  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  it  is  a  bitter 
injustice  to  the  nation,  whom  the  Prime 
Minister  and  his  colleagues  have  betrayed. 

We  fought  this  Bill  and  the  Bill  of  last 
year  on  the  question  of  principle  and  not 
of  detail.  We  are  fighting  this  question 
upon  the  principle  which  is  interpreted 
by  the  man  in  the  street  in  a  broad 
commonsense  way.  There  has  never 
been  any  necessity  for  either  of  these 
Bills.  1  have  never  known  a  violent 
and  determined  attack  upon  an  individual 
School  Board  or  upon  the  School  Board 
system  at  large  which  did  not  result  in 
the  promptest  rally  of  the  democratic 
forces  to  return  a  stronger  Progressive 
majority  to  that  Board,  or  which  did  not 
fail  to  turn  out  a  reactionary  majority 
and  place  a  Progressive  majority  in  its 
place.  There  have  been  no  features  in 
our  educational  system  more  noble  than 
the  participation  of  women  and  of  those 
directly  representing  labour  in  the  control 
of  education  in  the  past  few  years.  That 
very  fact  has  stimulated  popular  interest 
in  education.  The  great  co-operative 
bodies,  the  trades  unions,  and  all  the 
most  thoughtful  and  active  elements  in 
the  community  have  taken  up  education 
with  spirit  during  the  last  ten  years, 
and  this  has  been  largely  due  to  the  fact 
that  labour  representatives  have  had  free 
access  to  the  education  authority.  There- 
fore, any  legislation  which  interferes  with 
those  forces  which  have  been  working  so 
much  good,  which  sponges  them  off  the 
slate  and  constructs  a  fanciful  and 
obviously  less  workable  machine,  which 
renders  it  more  and  more  likely  that  the 
standard  of  education  will  fall  and 
popular  interest  in  education  decrease, 
is  one  of  the  greatest  crimes  which  any 
Ministry  can  commit,  not  only  against 
future  generations,  but  against  the  people 
of  to-day.  I  have  consequently  great 
satisfaction  in  resisting,  as  I  shall  to  the 
last,  the  passage  of  this  Bill,  and  even 
now  I  appeal  earnestly  to  the  House  to  \ 
^ive  some  further  consideration  to  t\\\a 
Mr.  Charming. 


question.  If  this  Bill  could  only  be 
adjourned  for  one  year,  and  if  the 
Government  would  only  have  a  General 
Election  upon  this  issue,  they  would  find 
these  educational  proposals  condemned  as 
misdirected,  unjust,  and  wholly  withouJ  j 
the  representative  authority"  of  the 
people,  not  only  of  the  Metropolii 
but  of  the  country  at  large.  The 
Government  would  then  find  themselves 
compelled  to  adopt  or  acquiesce  in  legisla- 
tion of  a  totally  different  kind. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  lo  leave  out  the  word  •  now,'  and  at  tie 
end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words '  apt* 
this  day  three  months.'  " — {Dr.  Macnaman.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
'  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.    CROOKS    (Woolwich):    I   job 
with  my  hon.  friend  who  has  just  spoken 
in  supporting  the  rejection   of  this  ffl 
I   do  so  because  every  attempt  to  po* 
into  this  measure  amending  clauses  whtf 
would  have  offered  greater    facilities  for 
education   was   ruthlessly    ruled  out  or 
order  because  they  were    not  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Act  of  last  year.     1  think 
in  regard  to  educational    machinery  ** 
were  getting  on  very  well    in  London  i* 
we    were.     The     Technical     Education 
Board   was   the    first  Committee  write 
made  an   inquiry  as  to   the  necessity « 
technical  knowledge  in  the  poor  district 
of  London,   and  I  do  believe  that  some- 
thing   useful    is    being     done    in   ths 
direction.      I    view     with     considerable 
concern   the   time   when    the    people  tf 
London  wake  up  and  discover  that  tb* 
is   a  Bill,   not   for  the  improvement  d 
education,  but  to  hand  education  overt? 
some  irresponsible  authority  which  *2 
hand  it  over  to  permanent    officials  tf 
carry  out.     Although  1   am   a  member 
of  the  London  County    Council   I  «s 
quite  understand  that  there    is  a  lira* 
even   to   its  capacity.    As    has  alreaif 
been   pointed  out,  the  London  Cotm? 
Council  has  forty  Committees    meetitf 
every  week.     An  ordinary  business  m£ 
finds   it   exceedingly  difficult   to  aW 
every  day  in  the  week,  and  consequent 
he  picks  out  the  few  afternoons  which  fc 
can  spare  from  his  business  to  do  this  wort 
If  you  are  going  to  add  considerably  *! 
N  \Xibk  \fra»fe\ft.  <3&Yg&aftft&  Viy  askin*  the* 
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to  take  up  education,  I  ask,  how  is  it 
possible  for  them  to  do  it  1  Something 
must  go  undone.  What  is  to  go  undone  ? 
Education  is  to  go  undone.  If  you  want 
to  inspire  people  with  the  idea  that  you 
are  only  actuated  by  one  desire— the 
growth  of  an  Imperial  educated  race — 
you  are  going  the  wrong  way  about  it. 
You  are  simply  keeping  the  people  down. 
Many  a  time  during  my  life,  when  I  have 
suggested  that  there  should  be  an  oppor- 
tunity given  to  every  workman's  child, 
I  have  been  told  that  I  should  be  content 
with  the  position  in  which  the  Lord  has 
placed  me.  My  answer  to  that  has 
always  been,  Who  is  to  decide  that  1 
The  position  of  a  man  is  that  for  which 
his  capacities  best  fit  him.  This  Bill 
leaves  us  where  we  are.  We  can  learn 
the  Catechism  and  remain  subject  to  the 
control  of  people  we  are  nearly  tired  of. 
Here  and  there  you  pick  up  a  clever  boy 
or  girl,  and  you  say,  "  See  what  we  have 
done."  But  what  are  you  doing  to  give 
the  vast  mass  of  children  an  opportunity 
to  develop  their  brain  power,  which  the 
nation  is  most  in  need  of  now  ?  You 
curb  it  more  and  more.  Because  this  Bill 
is  merely  one  of  new  machinery  you 
expect  that  it  is  going  to  do  wonders, 
but  I  do  not   believe  it  will.     You  are 

;oing  to  make  it  a  little  worse  and  not  a 

ittle  better. 


i 


As  a  member  of  the  County  Council  I 
have  been  elected  for  the  moment  to  attend 
to  some  work  in  respect,  it  may  be,  of  the 
bridges,  or  tunnels,  or  tramways  of  London. 
The  question  of  transit  is  a  burning  one  in 
London  at  present,  and  the  people  require 
the  best  brains  they  can  get  to  carry  out 
the  scheme  by  which  travelling  facilities 
are  provided.  If  you  want  me  to  take 
up  education,  I  say,  "  My  dear  Sir,  I 
know  nothing  about  it.  Bridges,  tun- 
nels, and  tramways  are  as  much  as  anyone 
can  do."  If  I  were  to  say  that  I  intend 
to  devote  myself  to  the  subject  of  educa- 
tion, the  people  would  say,  "  Surely  the 
time  has  gone  past  for  that.  We  cannot 
afford  to  elect  people  who  have  to  learn 
their  business  when  we  have  people  who 
thoroughly  understand  the  educational 
needs  of  London."  But  by  this  Bill  you 
are  absolutely  shutting  them  out  You 
are  practically  blinding  the  people  as  to 
what  you  are  fighting  for.  It  is  not  an 
Education  Bill  at  all.  I  suppose  we  shall 
be  told,  if  not  in  this  debate  certainly  on 
public  platforms,  that  the  Germans  and 


Americans,  and  God  knows  who,  are  ever 
so  much  better  educated  than  we  are. 
Let  me  admit  that  if  you  like.  You  will 
be  surprised  if  I  tell  you  that  I  think 
the  nation  could  well  spend  a  good  many 
thousand  pounds  in  premiums  for 
apprentices.  When  certain  Amendments 
were  put  down  when  the  Bill  was  in 
Committee,  they  were  at  once  ruled  out  of 
order  as  having  nothing  to  do  with  educa- 
tion. I  would  ask,  Where  does  education 
begin  and  leave  off  1  We  have  learned  that 
this  is  an  attempt  to  foist  on  the  people 
|  of  London  an  alteration  of  educational 
machinery  which  is  a'deliberate  interfer- 
ence with  the  liberty  of  the  subject.  I 
would  ask  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Education  whether 
he  can  remember  a  time  when  a  rate  was 
enforced  on  the  people  for  a  Church 
which  they  did  not  want.  What  is  now 
proposed  by  this  Bill  recalls  the  time 
when  the  rector  went  down  among  the 
people  and  used  sometimes  moral  suasion 
land  sometimes  coercion  with  them  to 
pay  the  rate.  The  people  now  say,  "  We 
are  not  going  to  pay  for  a  dogma  we  do 
not  believe  in."  There  is  an  old  story  of 
a  clergyman  who  went  to  a  barber  and 
asked  him  to  pay  the  rate.  The  barber 
said — 

"  I  don't  go  to  your  church." 
The  clergyman  answered — 

"  There  ia  a  beautiful  church  and  a  beautiful 
service." 

I  He  was    amazed   when  the  barber  sent 

I  him  a  bill  for  hairdressing  and  shaving. 

The  clergymen  objected  to  pay  the  bill 

having  had  no  such  service.    The  barber 

replied — 

"  1  have  a  good  l*arber's  shop,  and  if  you  do 
|  not  care  to  come  in  and  get  shaved  it  is  not 
I  ray  fault." 

I  want  education  to  be  real  and  not  a 
sham,  and  I  want  the  administration  of 
it  to  be  in  the  hands  of  people  who  are 
not  a  mere  make  believe.    I  am  exceed- 
ingly anxious  that  every  boy  and  girl  in 
this  country  should  have  an  equal  oppor- 
tunity of  using  his  or  her  brains  for  the 
welfare  of  the  country.     How  can  that 
[  be  done  ?    We  should  have  a  discriminate 
[  ing  power.        Some  boys  and  girls  have 
I  capacity  to  go  to  the  University  to  be 
I  trained     as    teachers,    but    it  is    quite 
evident   that  other    boys  and  girls   &**. 
suitable  for  otha?  \»X\\»  vcv  \\W  \%«c*- 
!  ture  to  aay  \AuX  *  &o<A  wroxA  ^av^^v 
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engineer  is  as  important  to  our  wellbeing 
as  any  Oxford  don  can  ever  be.  I  heard 
a  nobleman  who  takes  a  keen  interest  in 
education  say  that  unless  we  take  up  the 
question  of  the  proper  training  of  boys 
and  girls  we  will  degenerate  into  mere 
•'  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water." 
To  call  this  an  Education  Bill  is  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  a  fraud.  You  have 
an  authority  for  education  which  is 
doing  better  than  the  one  now  proposed 
will  ever  do.  The  Bill  certainly  does 
nothing  for  education,  and  I  shall  do  my 
best  to  get  some  Member  to  bring  in  a 
real  Education  Bill  which  will  be  for  the 
benefit  of  the  community  rather  than 
in  the  interest  of  a  few  ecclesiastics. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  I  agree 
very  much  with  what  has  fallen  from 
my  hon.  friend,  that  the  Bill  does  nothing 
for  education,  but  candour  obliges  me 
to  admit  that  it  is  better  than  when  it 
was  brought  in.  It  is  not  the  same  Bill. 
It  presents  very  few  points  of  contact 
with  the  original  Bill.  This  is  not  in  its 
principal  features  the  Bill  which  was 
originally  introduced  by  the  Government. 
It  is  the  Bill  of  my  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  South  Manchester,  and  if  he  had  been 
present  I  should  have  liked  to  compli- 
ment him  for  voicing  the  general 
sentiment  of  the  House,  which  em 
phatically  condemned  the  provisions  in 
regard  to  Borough  Council  management. 
All  that  remains  is  the  provision  that 
they  are  to  choose  two-thirds  of  the 
managers  and  that  they  are  to  be  con 
suited  on  the  question  of  sites.  The 
consultation  on  the  question  of  sites  is 
really  very  harmless.  It  cannot  give 
any  opening  to  jobbery.  It  cannot  very 
much  retard  the  proceedings  if  the  local 
education  authority  is  allowed  to  ask  the 
Borough  Council's  opinion  about  sites 
The  provision  about  the  managers,  I 
think,  would  be  better  away.  The 
Borough  Councils  have  no  special 
knowledge,  and,  I  think,  a  two-thirds 
proportion  is  too  small  to  give  them  any 
real  interest  in  it  or  to  make  them 
practically  the  education  authority. 
These  are  mere  planks  out  of  the 
wreckage  of  the  old  Bill  which  have 
been  fastened  and  nailed  to  the  new 
Bill  which  belongs  to  tho  hon.  Member 
for  South  Manchester.  They  are  in- 
teresting historical  survivals,    but  they 

Mr.  Crooks. 


have  practically  no  functional  value 
Now,  if  the  Bill  is  so  much  better  by 
the  excision  of  these  pernicious  elements 
which  the  commonsense  of  the  Hou* 
obliged  the  Government  to  drop — I  shout 
like  to  say  that  I  do  not  wish  to  retoa 
on  my  hon.  friend  the  Secretary  to  thf 
Board  of  Education.  I  do  not  supper 
he  ever  wished  to  give  the  Boroogk 
Councils  the  powers  proposed  by  the 
original  BUI.  I  gathered  from  the 
character  of  the  defence  that  he  fre- 
quently offered  that  he  was  arguing  a» 
warmly  as  he  could  for  a  cause  which  W 
knew  to  be  wrong.  It  gives  a  gntf 
deal  more  pleasure  to  argue  on  behal 
of  a  bad  cause  than  a  good  one,  be- 
cause it  affords  all  the  more  testimony 
to  the  powers  of  persuasion  and  ex- 
temporisation which  the  advocate  if  *lk 
to  bring  to  bear. 

Well,  can  we  accept  the  Bill  on  tk 
Third  Reading  1  It  appears  to  me  em 
now  that  it  has  three  great  faults,  h 
the  first  place  it  extinguishes  the  Schosl 
Board.  I  shall  not  repeat  what  was  nil 
on  the  Second  Reading,  but  it  is  a  matt* 
of  concern  and  surprise  that  a  bod? 
against  which  no  charge  has  been  brought 
which  has  accumulated  a  great  body* 
experience,  and  which  unquestiooaty 
enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  ratepivm. 
should  now  be  suddenly  extinguished  It 
has  always  struck  me  with  some  surpift 
because  the  main  object  of  the  fit 
namely,  to  put  the  voluntary  schools  a 
the  rates,  could  have  been  as  well  effect 
by  retaining  the  School  Board  Sofrj 
from  the  School  Board  being  prejixfie*| 
against  the  voluntary  schools,  I  belii»j 
in  its  composition  it  was  morefav< 
to  them  than  the  County  Council, 
more  likely  to  give  them  indulg 
than  the  County  Council  is  likely  to 
I  cannot,  therefore,  understand 
the  extraordinary  course  of  th 
overboard  this  useful  body  has 
adopted.  Perhaps  we  shall  be  told 
was  for  the  sake  of  uniformity. 
as  I  have  said,  ought  to  be  i 
by  itself.  London  is  so  much  vasts. 
presents  so  many  different  problems 
even  the  greatest  of  the  other  mi 
palities  in  the  country  that  it  do» 
follow  that  the  method  which  is 
for  Liverpool.  Manchester,  Birm_0 
or  Leeds,  is  necessarily  the  method 
apply  to  London.     The  result  has 
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that  work  is  to  be  thrown  upon  the 
London  County  Council,  which  is  already 
overburdened  with  very  onerous  and 
difficult  functions.  My  hon.  friends  the 
Members  for  Camberwell  and  Woolwich 
have  given  very  useful  illustrations  of 
the  difficulties  which  a  member  of  the 
London  County  Council  will  feel  in 
future  in  doing  his  duty  on  education 
as  well  as  on  the  other  work  already 
placed  on  a  county  councillor.  I  wonder 
if  the  House  realises  how  vast  is  the 
work  which  we  have  thrown  on  the 
London  County  Council.  These  functions, 
which  were  renumerated  just  now,  are 
old  functions— very  large  and  difficult, 
quite  enough  to  occupy  the  whole  time 
of  a  busy,  active,  practical  man  if  he  is 
to  do  his  duty  to  the  general  body  and 
to  its  Committees. 

I  wonder  how  much  fresh  work  we 
are  going  to  impose  on  the  London 
County  Council.  Last  year  we  created 
the  Water  Board,  and  we  put 
a  large  number  of  members  of  the 
County  Council  on  it  to  discharge  very 
important  functions.  This  year  we  are 
invited  to  pass  the  Port  of  London  Bill, 
which  will  take  another  set  of  County 
Council  members  who  will  be  quite  new 
to  their  duties.  There  is  a  Committee 
sitting  at  present  to  investigate  the  very 
important  question  of  London  traffic,  and 
anyone  who  has  studied  the  question 
knows  that  it  is  extremely  probable  that 
in  the  arrangements  to  be  made  in  the 
future  for  the  traffic  of  London,  and  the 
regulation  of  that  traffic,  whether  above 
or  underground,  there  will  have  to  be  a 
Board  constituted,  on  which  members  of 
the  County  Council  will  have  to  sit.  Or 
perhaps  the  County  Council  itself  will 
form  the  Traffic  Board.  How  can  the 
London  County  Council  discharge  all 
these  old  functions  and  these  new 
functions,  and  also  take  up  the  great 
work  of  education  which  has  been  found 
to  fully  occupy  the  School  Board  for  the 
last  thirty  years.  In  fact,  as  was  observed 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Camberwell 
when  the  Bill  was  introduced,  and  when 
it  was  urged  that  the  London  County 
Council  would  not  be  able  to  undertake 
this  education  work,  the  answer  was 
that  the  County  Council  would  be 
relieved  by  the  Borough  Councils,  who 
were  to  take  over  a  large  part  of  the 
work  by  the  scheme  of  decentralisation, 


and  therefore  the  County  Council  would 
not  have  an  addition  to  its  labours  in 
the  same  sense  as  Manchester  or  Liver- 
pool or  Birmingham  had.  But  that 
argument  has  completely  disappeared, 
because  the  Borough  Councils  are 
entirely  deprived  of  all  functions  of 
control  or  management.  Therefore 
these  must  rest  on  the  County  Cout  cil 
alone,  with  the  aid  of  the  co-opted  mem- 
bers. Of  course  I  recognise  that  the 
County  Council  will  have  a  majority  on 
the  Education  Committee  and  be  respon- 
sible for  the  decisions  of  that  body,  and 
the  co-opted  members  will  consequently 
give  comparatively  small  relief  to  the 
County  Council  in  the  discharge  of  their 
work.  I  feel,  therefore,  in  contemplating 
this  question,  that  we  are  not  at  the  end. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  possible  that  we  can 
go  on  without  fresh  legislation.  But 
unfortunately  our  experience  in  this 
House  is  that  even  where  there  is  a  clear 
case  for  fresh  legislation,  so  many  things 
may  happen,  so  many  political  crises  may 
arise,  that  it  may  be  a  long  time  before 
we  can  get  new  legislation,  and  that  even 
a  very  bad  system  of  legislation  has  to  go 
on  working  for  a  prolonged  period.  1 
look  with  great  anxiety  on  the  fate  of 
education  in  London  during  the  next 
few  years  in  the  hands  of  a  body  which, 
on  its  own  statement — for  nobody  has 
stated  it  more  strongly  than  the  County 
Council  itself — will  not  be  able  to  take  it 
up  efficiently. 

The  other  aspect  of  the  Bill  is 
that  in  which  it  appears  as  un 
application  and  extension  to  London  of 
the  Act  of  last  session.  The  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  in  the  debate  on  the 
first  clause  a  few  days  ago,  spoke  of  the 
Act  of  last  session  as  being  a  great 
educational  reform,  and  he  professed 
surprise  that  we  should  wish  to  prevent 
London  having  the  benefit  of  this  great 
educational  reform.  I  am  sure  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  persuaded  himself 
that  it  is  an  educational  reform.  He 
has  said  it  so  often  that  he  has  come  to 
believe  it  to  be  true;  but  those  of  us  who 
consider  that  the  Act  of  last  session  is 
an  educational  disaster  instead  of  a 
reform  must  naturally  object  to  its  being 
extended  to  London,  which  has  one- 
eighth  of  the  population  of  Gre>**» 
Britain.  What  ought  an  educati^^—^ 
reform  to  be  ]    It  ou&fcrt,  U>  V»  *vc**V  ^% 
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economic,  efficient  in  its  working,  to 
proceed  on  constitutional  lines,  and  to 
conform  to  justice.  Now  the  Act  of  last 
session,  which  we  are  asked  to  apply  to 
London  by  this  Bill,  is  not  simple, 
because  it  multiplies  and  complicates  the 
confusion  of  authorities.  It  is  not 
economic,  because  this  multiplication  of 


system  was  the  worst  in  the  world.  I 
could  not  help  thinking  what  a  pity  r 
was  that  he  and  the  great  Party  whicL 
he  leads  had  not  come  to  that  conclusion 
twenty  years  ago.  If  they  had  done»> 
how  much  "bitterness  and  strife,  how 
much  misery  and  misfortune  to  Ireknc 
and  to  England  would  have  been  saved ' 


authorities  involves  a  multiplication  of  j  Therefore,  I  hope  that  the  day  will  come 
expense.  It  is  not  efficient,  because  it '  — these  are  the  days  of  open  minds- 
throws  upon  an  unfit  body,  already  over- !  when  the  Prime  Minister's  mind  will  be 
burdened  with  work,  a  very  grave  and  ;  open  even  to  the  complaints  that  ire 
difficult  subject,  and  because  it  draws  in  I  made  by  the  Nonconformists  in  regard 
an  insufficient  popular  impulse  to  be  as-  to  the  Education  Act  ;  and  perhap* 
sociated  with  the  work  of  education.  It  is  twenty  years  hence,  when  we  have  fc 
not  set  on  constitutional  lines,  because  it   state   that    the    educational  system  & 


imposes  the  burden  of  supporting  the 
voluntary  schools  without  giving 
po  were  of  popular  management.  Finally, 
it  is  not  just,  because  it  leaves 
one  half  of  the  teaching  pro- 
fession  in  an  unfair  position  in  regard 


England,  on  its  religious  side,  is  tk 
worst  system  in  the  world,  then  he  wil 
reply  that  that  was  not  recognised 
twenty  years  ago.  And  yet  the  rigto 
hon.  Gentleman  says  now  that  tie 
Nonconformists  are    ungrateful  for  & 


to  religious  tests,  and   it   excludes   one   boon  he  desires  to  bestow  !     At  any  rib 


half  of  the  young  people  of  the  country 
from  the  position  of  head  master.  These 
objections  are  not  objections  made,  as 
the  Prime  Minister  seems  to  suppose, 
mainly  on  ecclesiastical  or  controversial 
grounds.  They  are  made  on  educational 
grounds.  It  was  on  educational 
grounds,  quite  as  much  as  any  other, 
that  we  objected  to  the  Act  of  last  year  ; 
and  if  the  Prime  Minister  were  here  I 
would,  for  the    twentieth   time,   repeat 


the  right  hon.  Gentleman  must  rah 
that  he  has  aroused  a  strong  force  * 
vehement  opposition  to  the  Act  of  ltf 
year  which  shows  that  that  Art 
must  have  touched  the  deepest  string 
of  religious  passion.  The  passive  res* 
tance  movement  will  spread  to  London, 
and  we  cannot  look  upon  that  but  with 
regret.  Anyone  must  be  blind  *b 
does  not  see  that  the  Act  of  last  session 
has   stirred  up    a  religious   controvert 


that  it  was  not  purely  on  religious  which  the  Government  last  year  were 
grounds,  but  because  we  believed  the  i  unwilling  to  believe.  The  Act  of  1** 
Act  of  last  year  was  educationally  in- 1  year,  which  we  are  going  to  extend  tf 
defensible,  that  we  have  always  objected  London  now,  was  not  a  settlement,  c 
to  it.  It  does  not  secure  popular  educa-  was  a  raising  of  the  whole  conti* 
tion  ;  it  has  not  provided  for  the  group- !  versy.  It  does  not  close  the  contra 
ing  of  all  kinds  of  schools ;  it  does  not  versy ;  it  opens  a  new  controversy,  atf 
require  proper  provision  to  be  made  for  j  those  who  desire  our  educational  systes 
secondary  education  ;  it  does  not  pro-  to  be  efficient,  well-ordered,  justi  ani 
vide  for  dealing  with  those  large  sums  of  progressive,  cannot  possibly  acquiesce 
money  which  we  have  all  over  the  country  either  in  the  Act  of  last  year  or  in  tk 
available  for  educational  purposes  in  the  I  Bill  which  we  are  asked  to  read  a  third 
endowments.  The  Government,  cer- 1  time  to-day.  We  shall  have  to  app* 
tainly  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  '  to  the  people.  It  is  only  from  the  peopir 
have  not    really  appreciated    the >    objec-    that  a       help  ^  come  now  tQ  weist 

that  he  does  appreciate  the  objections  condemn'  And  we  believe  that  when  tb 
which  we  take  on  religious  grounds  ]  people  obtain  an  opportunity  of  declaring 
either.  their  opinion,   that   opinion   will  swe*F 

I  listened  with  great  interest  yes-  \*«**  this  >egW»tion  and  enable  us  * 
tercfay    to  what  the  First    Lord  of   the  I  ^^   to  make    a    real    advance   in  » 

Treasury    said  about    the    Ifuh   \ati&  ^™^^^* *^d  trul7  national  system* 

system.     He  told  us  that  tha  ItVaYi  WA  \A\M»&<sfc. 

Mr.  Bryce. 


1473 


London 


{22  July  1903} 


Education  Bill. 


1474 


Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.):  My  | 
right  hon.  friend  commenced  his  able 
speech  by  pointing  out,  what  is  perfectly  I 
true,  that  the  Bill  is  entirely  and  ab- 1 
solutely  different  from  what  it  was  when 
introduced  in  the  House.  That  is  the 
serious  complaint  which  I  desire  to  make 
against  the  Government.  We  cannot 
find  any  principle  in  anything  the 
Government  do.  If  the  6ill  was  to 
assume  the  shape  in  which  it  has  passed 
through  the  House,  there  was  no  reason 
why  London  should  not  have  been  dealt 
with  in  the  Bill  of  last  year.  We  were 
confident  after  what  was  said  last  year 
that  a  separate  Bill  suitable  to  London 
would  be  introduced.  The  Government 
brought  in  a  separate  Bill,  but  what 
has  become  of  it  ?  It  is  scattered,  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said,  to  the 
four  winds.  We  have  a  right  to  com- 
plain of  the  Governments  action.  The 
time  of  the  House  during  all  these  long 
sittings  might  have  been  saved  if  the 
Government  had  only  made  up  their 
mind  as  to  the  action  they  were  going 
to  take.  I  think  this  kind  of 
thing  has  been  carried  too  far  by  the 
Prime  Minister.  No  one  more  strongly 
contended  that  a  separate  system  was 
necessary  for  London  than  the  Prime 
Minister  himself ;  and,  as  my  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  North  Camberwell 
pointed  out  in  his  speech,  even  the 
Prime  Minister  insisted  that  a  large 
devolution  of  powers  from  the  County 
Council  was  necessary  in  London.  Then, 
Sir,  if  the  Primo  Minister  laid  down 
that  principle,  why  has  he  not  stuck  to 
it  ?  Why  does  he  not  stick  to  any 
principle  )  He  brings  in  a  Bill  based  on 
the  principle  he  himself  laid  down ;  we 
all  discuss  it ;  he  finds  that  it  will  not 
stand  upright,  even  if  not  discussed  at 
all,  and  then  he  says,  "  Very  well,  then 
change  it,  do  what  you  like  with  it." 
We  put  it  into  an  entirely  different 
shape,  and  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
accept  the  new  Bill  for  which  the 
Government  is  not  responsible,  and  which 
is  based  on  an  entirely  different  principle. 
We  have  had  too  much  of  this  kind  of 
thing.  I  think  that  a  Government  in 
this  House  ought  to  be  held  responsible 
that  the  principles  they  lay  down,  and  the 
statements  they  choose  to  make,  should 
not  be  departed  from  by  them  in  this  j 
frivolous  and  trifling  way. 

I  am  glad  that  I  have  an  opportunity  of  J 
opposing  this  Bill,  even  in  its  new  form  ;J 


for  although  the  Bill  has  ceased  to  be  the 
measure  which  the  Government  attempted 
to  adopt,  it  remains  the  Bill  of  1902; 
and  when  I  say  that  that  Bill  is  unsuit- 
able to  London,  I  am  only  saying  to-day 
what  the  Government  said  yesterday. 
They  themselves  agreed  that  the  Bill 
of  1902  would  not  suit  London.  We 
agreed  then,  and  we  agree  now,  as  to 
that,  and  are  consistent,  but  the  Govern- 
ment are  now  content  to  apply  the  Act 
of  1902  to  London.  All  the  old  reasons 
which  were  employed  six  months  ago 
with  regard  to  this  matter  exist  to  day. 
The  Act  of  1902  will  not  suit  London; 
it  was  not  devised  to  suit  London.  The 
constitution  of  London  is  quite  different 
to  the  constitution  of  all  the  other 
counties  in  England  and  Wales  for 
which  the  Bill  of  1902  was  specially 
devised.  Therefore  the  Government 
will  find  that  they  are  wrong  again; 
and  that  it  would  have  been  better  for 
them  to  have  stuck  to  their  first  prin- 
ciple, which  was  to  bring  in  a  different 
scheme  for  London.  We  complain 
that  when  they  brought  in  a  different 
scheme  they  did  not  stick  to  it,  and 
either  fall  themselves  or  let  the  Bill 
fall  altogether.  They  have  now  brought 
in  a  Bill  for  which  no  one  is  responsible. 
Who  has  invented  it  ?  My  right  hon. 
friend  who  has  just  spoken  said  it  was 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Manchester, 
but  the  hon.  Member  is  not  the  Prime 
Minister ;  he  did  not  plan  the  Bill,  he 
brought  in  casual  Amendments.  My 
right  hon.  friend  is,  however,  very  nea  r 
the  truth  when  he  says  that  the  Bill  is 
more  h's  than  anyone  else's.  We  need 
not,  however,  go  to  Manchester  for  edu- 
cational ideas  with  regard  to  London. 
•There  are  a  great  many  people  in 
.London  who  are  constantly  thinking 
.over  these  matters.  We  have  the 
School  Board  for  London,  containing 
members—men  and  women — who  have 
devoted  their  lives  to  the  solution  of  the 
right  understanding  of  those  principles 
which  should  govern  education  in  Lon- 
don. We  have  got  the  County  Council 
for  London,  and  we  have  Members  of 
Parliament  for  London.  The  opinions 
of  all  these  might  have  been  taken  with 
regard  to  the  scheme  to  be  aoolled  *» 
London ;  and  ^^  ou\£ok  xksfc.  ^  Vw*>  *» 
patched  up  a\,Y\x<*.UT*  \Sw>  *^  *sw*^  ^ 
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the  Metropolis  by  the  ingenuity  of    the 
hoa.  Member  for  South  Manchester. 

What  has  London  to  say  about  this 
Bill  1  From  the  day  the  Bill  was  intro- 
duced until  to-day,  the  opinion  of 
London  has  grown  strong  and  yet 
stronger  against  the  Bill.  You  say  you 
are  going  to  push  this  Bill  through.  No 
doubt  vou  are.  When  the  division  bell 
rings  the  supporters  of  the  Government 
will  come  in  and  push  it  through.  But 
no  one  in  London  likes  it.  The  Bill 
that  was  introduced  was  a  bad  Bill; 
but  the  Bill  you  are  going  to  push 
through  to-day  is  worse  still.  I  speak 
now  in  the  name  of  these  bodies  in 
London  which  are  manned  by  supporters 
of  the  Government,  and  which  do  all 
they  can  for  the  Government,  and  I 
say — and  I  challenge  hon.  Members 
opposite  to  deny  the  accuracy  of  the 
statement — that  these  bodies  believe  that 
the  Bill,  in  the  form  in  which  it  is 
presented  to-day,  is  not  suited  to  London. 
Not  one  of  them  likes  it.  Yet  although 
they  dislike  it,  and  we  dislike  it,  some 
secret  mysterious  force  in  this  House  is 
going  to  thrust  this  Bill  on  London.  The 
London  County  Council  is  as  strongly 
in  opposition  to  the  Bill  to-day  as  it 
ever  was  Here  we  raise  a  great  consti- 
tutional question.  I  do  not  believe  that 
the  Government  would  have  dared  to 
pass  the  Bill  of  1902  if  all  the  County 
Councils  of  England  and  Wales  had  been 
against  it,  and  if  they  had  sent  up 
a  plain  resolution  that  they  disliked 
the  Bill.  If  that  resolution  was  passed 
in  each  Council  by  a  majority  of 
fifty  -  eight  votes  to  seven,  even  a 
Government  which  will  dare  everything 
would  not  have  dared  to  thrust  the  Bill 
of  1902  on  those  Councils.  Nothing  of 
the  kind,  however,  took  place.  Many  of 
the  Councils  were  in  favour  of  the 
Government  Bill ;  and  there  was  no 
organised  opposition  to  it.  But  it  is 
quite  different  in  London.  The  London 
Oounty  Council  is  the  one  body  that 
represents  in  the  most  thorough  manner 
the  whole  area  to  be  covered  by  the 
Bill.  The  London  County  Council  is 
almost  unanimous  in  its  repudiation 
of  the  Bill,  and  in  its  fear  of  the  re- 
sponsibilities and  duties  which  will  be 
thrust  upon  it.  Then  the  School  Board 
for  London  is  solid  in  its  opposition*,  a-xvo. 
it  is    most   remarkable  that  e^an  tW 

Mr.  Loitf/h. 


Common  Council  of  the  City  instructed 
the  two  Members  for  the  City  to  do 
everything  in  their  power  to  oppose  the 
Bill  at  every  stage  in  its  present  form 
Where  are  those  two  hon.  Members 
to-day  1  I  think  they  ought  to  be  here 
doing  their  duty.  They  may  think  it 
more  complacent  to  support  the  Govern- 
ment; but  I  think  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  will  find  that  there  may  be  too 
much  of  supporting  the  Government 
through  thick  and  thin,  and  that  a  little 
more  devotion  to  principle  and  a  fittk 
less  support  of  the  Government  might 
be  more  useful  to  Members  themselves. 
Further,  the  Borough  Councils  do  not 
like  the  Bill.  But  aU  the  local  authori- 
ties in  London  have  been  set  at 
absolute  defiance  by  the  course  the 
Government  have  taken,  and  are  in  j 
hostility  to  the  Bill.  I  think  it  is  a  j 
great  pity  that  no  attention  has  been  j 
paid  to  the  complaints  of  London. 

We  never  knew  what  the  Bill  was  to 
be  until  it  was  in  Committee.  That  was 
the  third  stage;  and  the  Bui  that 
emerged  from  Committee  was  as  different 
to  the  Bill  that  went  into  Committee  as 
black  is  to  white.  There  were  only  two 
other  stages,  the  Report  and  the  Third 
Reading ;  and  I  think  the  Government 
ought  to  have  shown  more  respect  for 
London  opinion  on  these  stages.  No 
attention  was  paid  to  the  opinions  ei- 
pressed  at  the  great  meetings  at  Hyde 
Park  and  the  Albert  Hall,  or  to  the 
unanimous  feeling  of  opposition  to  the 
Bill  in  London.  I  do  not  know  why 
the  Government  should  go  on  in  thi? 
way.  It  is  evident  they  do  not  like  the 
Bill  themselves ;  they  have  not  managed 
to  make  it  more  agreeable  to  London: 
yet  it  is  to  be  forced  on  London  by  the 
weight  of  the  Government  majority.  I 
think  this  is  a  great  pity,  and  I  think 
that  the  evils  which  may  follow  in 
London,  should  the  Government  adopt 
this  course,  will  involve  very  great  re- 
sponsibility on  the  members  of  th* 
Government.  They  ought  not  to  ha*e 
been  blind  to  the  movement  in  the 
country  with  regard  to  the  Act  of  1902: 
and  there  was  no  need  to  force  on  the 
London  Bill  until  they  saw  how  the 
passive  resistance  movement  and  the 
open  hostility  movement  would  develop 
Tta  fc&vuttXvQu  of  London  could  be 
<*tt\sA  v^W  mtitast  ^kx^^q  until 
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we  had  a  little  more  experience.  I  put 
this  argument  before  the  Government, 
that,  considering  the  hostility  which  the 
Act  of  1902  has  excited  in  the  country, 
they  ought  to  have  hesitated  before 
applying  it  to  London.  As  a  supporter 
of  the  Government  said,  if  we  are  going  to 
hare  a  row  in  the  country  let  us  have 
a  row  in  London  too.  I  should  not  be 
surprised  if  the  Government  were  to  be 
gratified  in  this  respect;  and  I  believe 
that  the  row  in  London  will  be  far 
greater  than  the  row  in  any  other  part 
of  the  country,  and  that  the  whole  policy 
of  the  Government  will  be  repudiated. 
There  is  ample  evidence  which  makes  it 
likely  that  this  will  occur.  The  London 
School  Board  has  been  the  most  credit- 
able School  Board  in  the  country ;  it  has 
been  steadily  growing  in  popular  favour, 
and  London  is  proud  of  it.  This  Govern- 
ment has  distinguished  itself  from  the 
very  beginning  by  a  considerable  degree 
of  hostility  towards  the  School  Board ;  it 
created  the  situation  which  it  now 
assumes  it  is  necessary  to  meet  by  this 
Bill,  by  checking  the  School  Board  in  its 
educational  work,  and  by  displaying 
hostility  to  it.  The  people  of  London 
will  remember  this  against  the  Govern- 
ment. There  are  on  the  School  Board 
men  and  women  who  are  known  only  for 
their  work  in  connection  with  education ; 
and  London  highly  appreciates  their 
devotion.  The  Uockerton  case  arose  out 
of  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  supporters 
of  the  Government,  and  the  Government 
themselves  to  check  the  School  Board — 
(An  Hon.  Member:  No,  no.]  I  am 
astonished  at  the  hon.  Member.  Mr. 
Cockerton  was  only  a  bogey  at  the  best ; 
he  was  set  up  to  shield  hon.  Members 
opposite  who  desired  to  deal  a  deadly 
Wow  at  the  School  Board,  and  he  suc- 
ceeded. He  made  a  situation,  and  ren- 
dered it  impossible  for  the  School  Board 
to  build  pupil  teacher  centres  which  are 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  development 
of  education  in  London.  Then  the 
Government  said  that  something  must  be 
done,  having  created  the  difficulty  them- 
selves. This  revolutionary  measure  is 
the  result.  The  whole  plot  is  plain  and 
open  to  the  people  of  London,  and  the 
tone  London  has  adopted  from  first  to 
last  has  proved  that  what  I  am  saying 
is  true. 

This    Bill  is   just  the    same    as   the 
Bill   that    has     been    passed    for    the 


country.  It  is  open  to  all  the  evils  of  the 
Bill  of  1902;  and  I  believe  that  those 
evils  will  be  graver  in  the  case  of  London 
than  throughout  the  country  generally. 
In  the  country  the  majority  of  the 
children,  except  in  Wales,  were  not  being 
educated  under  the  School  Board  system, 
but  under  the  voluntary  school  system. 
In  London,  however,  the  great  majority 
of  children  are  being  educated  by  the 
School  Board.  I  must  say  one  great 
blot  on  the  memory  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  charge  of  this  Bill  will  be  that 
he  has  not  displayed  any  great  feeling 
for  the  School  Board.  The  people  for 
London  had  seen  no  reason  why  the 
School  Board  should  be  done  away  with 
in  this  way.  and  better  cause  still 
remains  for  its  maintenance  than  for  its 
abolition,  and  far  better  cause  remains 
for  its  continuance  than  there  was  for 
the  continuance  of  the  School  Boards  in 
the  country.  All  the  difficulties  with 
regard  to  the  Free  Churches  and  the  Non- 
conformists in  the  country  exist  in 
London,  but  the  Nonconformists  re- 
garded the  School  Board  for  London 
with  greater  friendliness  perhaps  than 
the  School  Boards  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  The  schools  maintained  by 
the  Free  Churches  before  the  London 
School  Board  came  into  existence 
were  all  given  up  to  the  School  Board 
because  they  found  it  met  all  their  re- 
quirements. We  have  done  all  we 
could  to  prevent  this  Bill  being  passed, 
but  after  all  we  are  only  nine  out  of 
sixty  Members  for  London,  and  for 
some  reason  that  nine  is  not  able  to 
throw  all  their  force  into  the  opposition 
to  this  Bill.  This  Bill  is  utterly  unsuit- 
able to  London,  but  for  some  reason  the 
Government  has  persevered  in  a  reckless 
and  unconstitutional  way,  and  we  are 
unable  to  look  at  the  Bill  as  it  now  is 
with  less  alarm  than  we  did  when  it  was 
first  introduced. 

♦Mr.  BULL  (Hammersmith)  :  The 
question  whether  education  is  wanted 
either  in  the  country  or  in  London  is 
not  a  question  for  a  Third  Reading 
debate,  but  I  hold  it  was  the  duty  of  a 
strong  Government  to  carry  measures 
which  are  admittedly  wanted.  Anyone 
would  admit  that  a  Govemix\ftfoX  w^^ 
majority  oi  onVj  X&YrVg  ox  Vytvj  *x\\.% 
back  could  not,  ^oaaOoX^  \hwn*  wera&  ^tt» 
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Bill  ;  but  the  Government  having  put  its 
hand  to  the   plough  with  regard  to  the 
education   of  the  country  was  bound  to  , 
deal  with  London.     It  is  perfectly  clear 
that  all   over  the  country    the    School 
Boards  had  failed  to  raise  enthusiasm  on 
behalf  of  education.     Jn  London   fewer  j 
and  fewer  people  voted   for  the  School  I 
Board,    and  it  is  clear,    whatever    the 
reason   may  be,   that  the  power  of  the 
School   Board    was    declining.      It    was 
necessary  that  fresh  enthusiasm  should 
be    infused  into  national   education   in 
London.    That  the  London  School  Board 
has  done  good  in   the    past  is   certain, 
but  on  the  other  hand  there  have  been 
religious  controversies  and  other  things 
with  regard  to  the  School  Board  which 
ha  venot  endeared  it  to  London  as  a  whole. 
It  is  alleged  by  hon.  Members  opposite 
that  it  is  a  shame  to  place  the  conduct 
of  education    on    the  shoulders  of  the 
London  County  Council,    because  they 
have  already  enough  to  do.     Again  and 
again  we  heard  that  in  the  course  of 
these  debates  ;  but  we  heard  shortly  be- 
fore, that  the  London  County  Council 
was  trying  all  it  could  to  get  the  question 
of   London    water   into    its  hands,    in 
addition  to  which  it  has   several  times 
tried  to  get  all  the  tramway  systems  into 
its  hands  ;   it  is  also  in  favour  of  manag- 
ing   a   steamboat  service   on  the  River 
Thames  (a  thing  of  which  I   ought  to 
say,    parenthetically,  I    am    thoroughly 
in   favour)  ;   all  this  goes    to  show  the: 
avidity  of  the  London  County  Council  for 
work.     Its  enthusiasm  is  high  and  it  is 
ready  to  take  all  the  work  that  is  given 
to  it.     The  London  County  Council  was 
created   for  whatever   duties    might  be 
cast  upon  it,  and  I  feel  certain  that   the 
London  County  Council  will  not   fail  in 
its    duties,  but    will    loyally    undertake 
them  and  carry  them  out.     As    an   old 
member  of  the  London  County  Council 
I    may  say    in  the  early  stages  of    this 
Bill  some  of  the   members  of   the    Pro- 
gressive   party    came  to    me— [Cries  of 
"Name.")— Mr.  Sidney  Webb,  l)r.  Bate 
man  Napier,  and  other  old  educationists  of 
the  London  County  Council,  and  entered 
into  negotiations  with  regard  to  this  Bill, 
and  when  it  is  suggested  that  the  Londoi  I 
County  Council  as  a  whole  are  thoroughly 
against  this  measure  I  deny  it,   and  say 
there  will  be  found  to  be  a  large  majority 
in  its  favour  who  firmly  bdievettaft.  tiaa 
Mr.  Bull. 


education  of  London  will  be  far  better  in 
the  hands  of  the  London  Count} 
Council  than  in  the  hands  of  the  School 
Board.  With  regard  to  the  unfair  at Ueb 
on  Mr.  Cockerton,  it  is  not  usual  in 
England  toquestion  the  decision  of  judge*, 
or  in  business  or  politics  to  attack 
auditors,  but  Mr  Cockerton  has  been 
I  tacked.  It  is  said  tnere  was  a  con- 
spiracy, and  that  he  was  put  forward  bj 
t lie  Government  to   fight    this  question, 

id  very  bad  motives  were  attributed 
to  him.  That  is  a  very  serious  thing.  I 
do  not  know  what  the  House  may  think 
of  the  matter,  but  I  have  never  known, 
in  all  the  years  that  Mr.  Cockerton  has 
been  in  that   service,    any    suggestion! 

lised  as  to  his  piobity,  and  I  think 
the  unworthy  manner  in  which  Mr. 
1  ockerton's  name  has  been  dragged 
into  this  debate  is  to  be  deprecated. 


Mk.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Carnarroa 
\  oroughs) :       Any       hon.       Gentleman 

ho  still  believes  the  present  Ministiyto 

e  a  strong  Government  is  quite  capable 
if  supporting  the  Third  Reading  of  the 

education  Bill.  I  should  like  to  ask  one 
question  of  the  hon.  Member  who  sup- 
ports this  Bill  so  strongly,    I  should  like 

3  know  whether  at  the  last  General 
Election  he  took  his  constituents  into  nil 

onfidence  as  to  his  intention  of  abolish- 
ing the  London  School  Board  and  puttinl 
denominational  schools  upon  the  rates. 
I  do  not  wish  to  be  hard  on  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  but  I  do  not  think  he  ha# 
been  quite  fair  to  his  constituents  in  the 

natter  of  this  belated  attack  of  inetfa- 

ncy  and  religious  squabbles  on  the 
London  School  Board  which  he  no* 
says  justifies  a  strong  Government  ii 
I  aking  this  action.  I  think  he  should 
have  informed  his  constituents  before 
hand. 

♦Mr.  BULL :  I  did. 


Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE :  The  hot 
VIember  did  tell  his  constituents  ne  wis 
in  favour  of  abolishing  the  School  Board 
and  putting  the  denominational  school 
on  the  rates. 


♦Mr.  BULL :  I  said  I  was  in  favour  ot 
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MR.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  And  no  more! 
The  hon.  Gentleman  in  that  case  is 
rather  worse  than  his  colleagues  ;  they 
said  nothing,  but  he  concealed  half  the 
truth,  which  is  unfair  to  those  support- 
ing him.  With  regard  to  his  defence  of 
Mr.  Cockerton  I  think  many  hon.  Mem- 
bers on  that  side  will  agree  with  him. 
Mr.  Cockerton  has  done  their  work  well, 


Mr.  DOUGHTY  (Great  Grimsby) :  No, 
no  ! 


Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Grimsby  will  have  his  opportunity 
by-and-bye,  but  my  experience  when  I 
was  invited  down  to  Grimsby  the  other 
day,  not  to  support  the  hon.  Member,  by 
they  ought  to  support  him.  But  I  may  the  wa?>  was  ™*  feelin8  was  very  strong, 
point  ouj  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  tJen1f,no59  the  supporters  of  the  hon. 
is  supposed  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  U^v  himT8elf-  Thatl  1S  thue  fee[m^ 
whole  matter  was  a  member  of  the  Com-     *>    **    ?    l    "*    SatheJ'    throughout 

mitteewho the  country.     Last  year  the  supporters 

|  of  the  Government  were  able  to  bring 
together  a  meeting  at  the  Albert  HaS 


♦Mr.  SPEAKER  pointed  out  that 
though  an  attack  on  Mr.  Cockerton  had 
been  made  and  answered,   the  question 

whether    Mr.    Cockerton  was   right   or ,         _^    A.  ,  . 

wrong  was  not  the  question   before  the    mon8t.r^.on   in  its  support  cannot  be 
jj0USg  organised  anywhere.    Not  only  has  the 

feeling  against  the  Bill  grown,  but  the 


to  support  a  Bill  with  which  London 
had  nothing  to  do ;  but  this  year  when 
there    is  a  Bill  of  London  itself  a  de- 


Mr.    LLOYD-GEORGE:    I  was    not, 


feeling  in  its  favour  has  weakened  from 
t,.         .     .  ,     ,      .  .  .         .week  to  week.     Where  are  the  London 

bir,  pointing  out  whether  he  was  right  or  Members  who  ought  to  be  supporting  it  T 
wrong  I  was  merely  stating  that  this  County  Councils  in  Wales  feel  so  strongly 
Bill  is  the  result  of  the  Cockerton  judg-  on  the  matter  that  thev  refuge  to  kvv  a 
merit,  which  restricted  the  School  Boards  rate  untii  tne  question  has  been  settled 
and   prevented    them   going   on    with  |  by  the  judgment  of  the  country.     Here 


technical  and  secondary  education. 

*  Mr.  SPEAKER :  That  is  all  very  re- 
mote on  the  Third  Reading  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  That,  Sir,  is  a 


is  an  indication  of  how  the  feeling  is 
growing.  In  Carmarthenshire  the  Com- 
mittee  decided  to  levy  a  rate,  but  the 
agitation  in  the  country  was  so  strong 
[  that  the  County  Council  have  recon- 
sidered  the  position,  and  I    have  just 


matter  of  opinion,  but    if  you   say  so  I  ,  received    this  telegram :- 

will     not  pursue  the   subject.       It    is    a        "  Carmarthenshire  County  Council  refuse  to 

matter  in  the  cognisance  of  the  House.  I  le>T  rate>  3*  votes  to  13" 

We  have  now  got  a  Bill  which  completes  [  A    j  *u  *  •         •     *  ^       j  •        t  ^  • 

the     educational    settlement    for    both    And  that  w  against  the  advice  of  their 

England  and   Wales.     This  is  a  supple-'  Co*™ttee*    on.  wflh,ch  .^ere    are    *w* 
-------  -     -     rr     ■  or  three  very    influential     men.     That 

shows  how  the  feeling  is  deepening,  and 
I  see  no  signs  of  its  abatement.  I  do- 
not  charge  the  hon.  Baronet  with  the 
responsibility  of  this  Bill.  He  came  in 
afterwards  to  help  this  strong  Govern- 
ment through  their  difficulties.  But 
does  he  really  think  this  is  going  to  be 
a  settlement,  even  for  a  generation. 
Several  attempts  have  been  made  to 
distract  and  divert  attention  from  the 
question.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman* 
the  late  President  of  the  Birmingham 
Education  League,  the  Colonial  Secretary^ 
has  made  the  attempt,  but  without  any 

T\sa 


merit  of  the  Bill  of  last  year  which  covers 
the  educational  settlement  of  the  whole  of 
the  country.  The  country  has  had 
fifteen  months  to  consider  it.  It  was 
unpopular  when  it  was  first  introduced, 
but  it  was  nothing  like  so  unpopular  then 
as  it  is  at  the  present  moment.  It  has 
grown  in  unpopularity  as  month  succeeded 
month.  I  remember  it  being  said 
when  it  was  first  introduced  that  the 
country  had  arrived  at  a  hasty  conclusion 
with  regard  to  this  Bill ;  that  the  country 
had  not  grasped  what  an  excellent 
measure  it  was ;  and  that  when  it  dawned 
on  the  country  they  would  be  convinced 
that    it   was   a    good    Bill.     What    has 


real    success,    even    in    London. 
happened  1    As  time  went  on  the  opposi-    meetings  which  W**  >owcv\tf$s&  wasofc^ 
tion  to  this  Bill  has  grown  in  intensity.        ihow   that    Yiotv&otx    \&   o£»X»  **  >sa«^ 
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about  this  subject  as  ever.  The  Govern- 
ment will  never  settle  the  education 
question  until  they  have  dealt  with  the 
religious  difficulty.  That  has  been  the 
mistake  of  the  Government.  The  cause 
of  the  retardation  of  education  is  this 
religious  strife.  The  country  is  divided 
into  two  great  camps,  each  fighting 
the  other.  You  have  two  great  systems 
of  education — the  sectarian  and  the 
non-sectarian.  The  supporters  of  the 
•one  system  are  fighting  the  supporters 
of  the  other,  and  each  side  is  doing  its 
best  to  impoverish  the  resources  of  the 
other,  with  the  result  that  education  has 
not  made  the  progress  it  otherwise  would 
have  made.  This  country,  probably  the 
richest  in  the  world,  can  the  least  afford 
to  do  without  a  good  system  of  education, 
because  it  is  really  fighting  for  its  life 
-commercially,  and  education  is  the  sole 
weapon  by  which  victory  can  be  secured, 
and  yet  we  are  not  up  to  the  standard 
of  our  great  rivals,  Germany  and  the 
United  States,  or  even  of  Switzerland, 
which  perhaps  would  not  be  regarded  as 
a  rival.  Why  is  it  1  Because  in  those 
countries  they  have  settled  the  religious 
difficulty,  and  all  the  educational 
enthusiasm  is  devoted  to  the  proper 
machinery  without  anything  to  retard 
progress.  If  anything  is  to  be  done  in 
this  country  a  settlement  must  be 
arrived  at  which  should  be  regarded  as 
satisfactory  by  nine  out  of  every  ten 
people  in  the  country,  and  I  believe  that 
is  possible.  The  hon.  baronet  must 
realise  by  now  that  this  Bill  will  not  be  a 
settlement.  It  has  simply  aggra/ated  the 
difficulty  and  embittered  the  controversy. 
The  religious  strife  and  contention  in 
education  is  tenfold  what  it  was  three  or 
four  years  ago,  and  that  is  the  result  of 
a  Bill  which  was  supposed  to  be  a  settle- 
ment. 


nomination.  That  ought  not  to  be  en- 
couraged. It  is  not  fair  that  any  de- 
nomination should  secure,  at  the  expense 
of  the  State,  the  patronage  of,  say,  1,200 
head  teacherships  in  London  and  20,00) 
in  the  country.  Another  thing  which  1 
am  sure  all  parties  in  the  House  would 
deprecate  is  anything  in  the  nature  of 
proselytism.  Proselytism  of  the  most 
degrading  kind  has  been  going  on.  Then 
is  a  proselytism  which  is  effected  k 
means  of  approaching  the  intelligent 
by  converting  the  mind.  Of  that  all  I 
will  say  is,  that  it  is  not  right  that  the 
machinery  of  the  State  should  be  u&d 
for  that  purpose,  or  that  the  funds  of  the 
State,  to  which  men  of  all  creeds  and 
denominations  and  men  of  no  denomina- 
tion at  all  contribute,  should  be  used 
for  the  purpose  of  missioning  for  any  sea 
But  that  is  not  the  worst  form  of 
proselytism.  There  is  the  proselytism 
by  means  of  material  inducements  being 
held  out  to  people  to  abandon  the  sector 
creed  to  which  they  belong  in  order  to 
attach  themselves  to  another,  and  that 
is  the  form  associated  with  the  denomi- 
national schools  system.  In  London 
there  are  probably  5,000  or  6,000,  and 
in  the  country  70,000  appointments  in 
denominational  schools,  and  these  hav« 
been  used  ruthlessly  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  Nonconformist  children  over 
to  the  fold  of  the  Church  of  EnglinJ 
purely  from  material  motives.  That  is  a 
monstrous  system,  and  the  countrj 
ought  not  to  encourage  it.  It  produces 
a  sort  of  exasperation  and  irritation 
which  makes  it  perfectly  i  m possible  to 
induce  men  of  different  creeds  to  co- 
operate as  they  ought  for  the  advance- 
ment of  education.  It  is  the  same  thing 
that  one  often  hears  about  missionary 
abroad.  The  irritation  against  them* 
produced  not  so  much  by  the  fact  tlui 
they  teach 


or  preach    doctrines    witi 
Why  cannot  the  Government  even  now  ,  which  the   bulk   of   the    people  do  not 
apply  their   minds  to   doing   something  |  agree,  as  by  the  fact  that  some  mission- 
to  meet  the  difficulty  ]    What  is  the  real  -       - 


difficulty  ?     There  is  a  real  and  an  osten- 
sible object  in  all  this  religious  business 
in   education.     I  will  not     say   which  is 
the   real   and   which  the  ostensible,   but 
there  is  at  any  rate  a  desire  for  patronage 
which  enters  into   certain  minds.     I  do 
not  say  that  that  is  the  dominant  instinct,  , 
but   there   is  undoubtedly  with  a   large  j 
body   of    clergy    a  real    Aewrcft  to    ob- 
tain patronage   for  their  paxuwW    <W 
Mr.  Lloyd-George. 


undoubtedly  use  material    inducement* 
to  bring  over  converts. 

We  shall  never  get  a  good  education*!  i 
system  until  we  get  rid  of  this  proselyt* 
ing  element.  Is  it  possible  for  this  to  i« 
done  1  Can  we  not  meet  the  views  oil 
men  who  are  really  desirous  of  grrin^l 
religious  education  to  their  children,  i^  I 
at  the  same  time  get  a  system  of  instruM 
\SoTk  ^VvWti  should  be  under  popular  I 
cotvVc<&  *xA  Vtv\0sv  V^\  ^ss*fcg&£nd  HPH 
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to  the  vast  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
country.  I  say  it  can  be  done.  It  has 
been  done  in  the  colonies  and  in  every 
ot  her  country  in  the  world.  Why  should 
it  not  be  done  in  this  country,  which 
prides  itself  on  its  power  to  arrive  at  a 
practical  issue  on  all  great  con- 
troversies 1  This  Bill  does  not  afford  a 
settlement;  it  satisfies  nobody.  In 
London  you  have  large  areas  served  by 
sectarian  schools,  while  the  bulk  of  the 
people  are  outside  the  communion  of  that 
particular  Church.  The  Daily  News 
census  proves  that.  It  is  not  that  they 
are  Nonconformists,  or  Catholics,  or 
Jews,  but  that  they  are  outside  the  com- 
munion of  the  Church  of  England.  We 
have  no  right  to  dictate  to  them  that 
they  should  have  a  creed,  or  should  be 
registered  as  members  of  a  certain  creed. 
In  such  districts  the  control  of  education 
is  in  the  hands  of  a  sect  comprising  a 
minority  of  the  people.  That  is  not  fair, 
and  it  is  not  for  the  good  of  education. 
Take  England  as  a  whole.  You  have 
what  is  called  the  "  8,000  parishes  "  case, 
although  the  Prime  Minister  put  it  at 
5,000.  In  each  of  those  parishes  the 
only  school  is  a  school  belonging  to  a 
particular  sect,  teaching  doctrines  which 
are  believed  by  one  sect,  and  members 
of  all  other  sects  are  practically  excluded 
from  the  patronage  in  connection  with 
those  schools  and  from  the  privileges 
which  those  schools  confer.  That  can- 
not possibly  last.  The  members  of  the 
Church  of  England  itself  are  not  satisfied 
with  the  settlement.  They  point  to 
districts  in  which  there  are  only  Board 
schools,  in  which  a  re'igion  is  taught 
with  which  they  do  not  agree,*  and  they 
say  that  that  is  a  hardship  upon  them. 
The  present  system  is  so  devised  that  it 
does  not  satisfy  any  section  of  the  com- 
munity. Why  on  earth,  then,  should 
the  Government  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  perpetuate  and  strengthen  that 
system  ins  tend  of  so  amending 
it  that  it  would  commend  itself  to  the 
people. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  enthu- 
siasm of  the  Church  of  England  for 
the  Bill  has  evaporated.  The  only 
section  of  the  population  who  do  not 
complain  of  -it  are  the  Catholics,  and 
they  are  a  comparatively  small  section  of 
the  community.  The  reason  the  Church 
of  England  have  lost  their  enthusiasm 


for  the  Bill  is  clear.  The  Kenyon- 
Slaney  clause  took  away  their  en- 
thusiasm became  it  put  them  in 
practically  the  same  position  in  their 
own  schools  as  in  the  Board  schools. 
Their  complaint  against  the  unde- 
nominational religion  of  the  Board, 
schools  was  that  it  was  framed  by  six  or 
seven  members  of  the  School  Board — 
that  it  was  a  State-made  or  rather  a- 
Board-made  religion— though  it  is 
peculiar  that  they  should  complain  of  a 
State  made  religion.  It  took  a  long 
time  to  abolish  purgatory,  and  I  am  not. 
sure  that  the  other  place  would  not  also 
have  been  abolished  except  for  the  fact 
that  they  would  not  have  known  quite 
where  to  locate  the  dissenters.  It  is  now 
left  to  six  managers  to  decide  what, 
religion  shall  be  taught  in  the  school. 
It  is  the  Kenyon-Slaney  business  that 
killed  the  enthusiasm  for  the  Bill,  and* 
when  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Shropshire  wrote  that  clause  I  am  sure 
he  never  realised  how  much  mightier  the 
pen  was  than  the  sword,  for  he  has  practi- 
cally ruined  this  Bill  from  the  Church 
of  England  point  of  view.  In  schools- 
all  over  the  country  you  will  have  six 
managers  framing  a  syllabus,  each' 
making  a  religion  for  themselves.  In* 
some  schools  you  will  have  the  Ritualistic 
catechism  and  in  others  the  Evangelical, 
and  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Shropshire  has  himself  with  one -stroke 
of  the  pen  created  thousands  of  little- 
religious  sects  in  every  town  in  England. 
I  should  like  to  know  where  there  is  a 
friend  of  this  Bill  left.  There  is  the 
Treasury  Bench  and  there  is  only  one 
left  there.  There  has  been  no  agitation 
for  this  Bill,  no  meetings  in  support  of 
it,  either  inside  or  outside  the  House,  and. 
Members  of  Parliament  have  been 
apologising  for  it  and  saying  that  this 
is  a  strong  Government  and  it  must  do 
something  singularly  wicked  and  un- 
popular in  order  to  show  how  strong  itisi 

How  long  does  the  hon.  Baronet 
think  this  settlement  is  going  to  last  ? 
It  cannot  last,  and  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Education  knows  it.  It  is 
officially  announced  that  this  Parliament 
is  coming  to  an  end  in  March  next.  I 
think  it  ought  to  come  to  an  end  on 
the  first  of  April.  No  Mini&tsx  W 
Education  c&n  soxtfAXtfafc  \\\\&  ««\*m«*k« 
I  The  rea\  *ux\,*t*&X  *\*  o>ate\^  ^^  *** 
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all  inquiring  in  different  parts  of  the 
country  not  into  our  own  minds  but 
into  the  minds  of  our  constituencies. 
Why  does  the  hon.  Baronet  not  consider 
•countries  which  have  succeeded  in  settling 
this  thing,  and  where  experience  has 
proved  their  system  to  be  a  success  ?  I 
•deny  the  right  of  a  parent  to  dictate  to 
the  State  what  shall  be  taught  in  a 
school.  It  is  said  that  a  -parent  has  a 
right  to  claim  what  dogma  shall  be 
taught  to  his  children,  but  he  has  no 
more  right  to  do  that  than  he  has 
to  dictate  what  political  principles 
shall  be  taught  to  his  children 
A  parent  has  as  much  right  to  say :  "  You 
must  teach  my  children  an  honest  trade  " 
as  he  has  to  insist  that  a  particular 
dogma  shall  be  taught.  There  is  no 
dogma  in  this  country  which  is  the 
dogma  of  the  majority.  Ours  is  not  a 
country  like  Germany,  with  Catholics  in 
one  quarter  and  Protestants  in  another. 
We  are  not  like  Holland,  where  you 
have  Calvinists  and  Catholics.  The 
people  of  this  country  are  split  up  into 
innumerable  sects,  not  one  of  which  has 
a  preponderating  proportion  of  the 
population  in  its  ranks.  In  London 
there  is  no  sect  which  is  predominant, 
and  even  the  Church  of  England  has 
not  a  majority  of  the  population.  In 
Scotland  the  Presbyterians  have  it  all 
their  own  way,  and  although  they  are 
*plit  up  into  different  sects  they  all 
believe  the  same  thing  as  to  their 
ultimate  destination.  The  people  of 
London  are  divided  even  about  that. 
It  is  no  use  quoting  Scotland  to  us, 
because  there  they  are  all  of  tho  same 
mind.  You  cannot  give  denominational 
instruction  at  the  expense  of  the  State 
to  one  sect  without  doing  an  injury  to 
the  rest,  and  the  Board  of  Education 
must  recognise  that.  What  13  the 
good  of  calling  these  schools  sectarian, 
because  they  are  not  sectarian  in  any- 
thing except  patronage  and  the  creed 
they  teach  1  They  are  really  local  schools 
of  a  particular  district.  This  Bill  gives 
the  control  of  education  in  one  district 
to  the  particular  denomination  which 
happens  to  be  the  first  in  planting  a 
school  there.  That  is  not  fair  to  any- 
body  and  not  right  from  an  educational 
point  of  view. 

fl  would    suggest     that     we     should 
try      the    colonial     plan,     wYveie    vW 
Mr.  Lloyd-Gtorge* 


people  have  absolute  public  control  oief 
every  school   to  which    the  State  sub- 
scribes.   The  schools  should  be  managed 
and  controlled  by  the  State,  and  then 
should   be    no    religious     tests    in    the 
appointment    of     teachers.         Scotland 
would  not  tolerate    for   a    moment  the 
system    they   had     got      in    this    BilL 
Several    hon.   Members     opposite   hare 
voted  to  impose  upon  London  a  system 
which  they  would  not  stand  in  Scotland 
We  never  impose  a  religious  test  upco 
the  appointment  of  teachers  in  Scotland. 
Both    in   Scotland    and    in  Wales  if  i 
teacher  is  a  good  man  we  appoint  him. 
In  one  particular  institution  in  Wales 
when  we  came  to  select  a  teacher  not 
long  ago  we  appointed  a  clergyman  d 
the  Church  of  England  simply  becaosr 
he  was  the  best  man.     We  do  not  con- 
sider what  sect  or  profession  he  belong 
to  or  whether  he  is   in   or  out  of  holy 
orders.      That    is    just     how     popular 
control  will  work.     As  a  matter  of  fact 
the  majority  of  the  teachers  in  the  Board 
schools    of     England    and     Wales    are 
Churchmen,  and  hundreds  of  the  teachers 
in    the  Board  schools  in  Wales  belonir 
to  the  Church  of  England.     Recently » 
Mr.   Vince  went  down    to  the  West  oi 
England  and  said  there  was  not  a  single 
Board    school    teacher     in    Wales   wh 
belonged  to    the    Church    of     England. 
All  I   can    say    is    that     I      hope°that 
gentleman's    pamphlets     will     be   motf 
reliable  than  that  statement.      The  Bishop 
of  St.  Asaph  made  an   inquiry  into  # 
question,  and  he  found  that  850  teacher* 
in  the  Board  schools  of  Wales  were  Church 
men.    Thatinquiry  influenced  the  Bishop 
judgment,   and   now    he  is    prepared  t- 
trust  to  popular  control,  and  he  has  act*l 
upon    those   facts.       Winy    do    not   hor> 
Members  opposite  trust  the  men  belong 
ing  to  their  own  community  1     If  tht> 
teachers  are  good  men    thev  will  com? 
out   on   the   top.      They    will    be  given 
every  facility  for  teaching  their  dogro* 
We    offered    this    arrangement    to°  tfe* 
Church  people  in  Wales  and   thev  have 
accepted  it.     We  told  them  that  if  thtf 
would  give  us  popular  control  we  wooii 
give   them   every    facility    for    religion 
teaching    outside    school     hours.     *Tb> 
arrangement  has  been  accepted  withtf 
any  qualification  by  the  County  Count* 
of   Wales.     It   is   a   very    extraorJinarr 
\\Kvftfc  xfoafc  tfua  first  demand   thev  m*i" 
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in  Wales  was  that  the  religious  instruction  j 
should  be  upon   the  same    syllabus    as  j 
that    of  the  London   School  Board.     II 
am    perfectly    certain     that     the     vast! 
majority  of  the  Nonconformists  of  this  I 
country    would    be    delighted    to    give! 
other    denominations     those     facilities.  1 
There  are   plenty    of    facilities    to    get 
religious  education  if  the  parents  desire  | 
it,  and  if  they  do  not  desire  it,  why  should 
we  compel  them  to  have  it  ?     This  matter 
is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  parents 
themselves.     Personally  I  object  to  com- 
pulsory   powers    being    used    to    force 
children  to  accept  the  dogmatic  instruc- 
tion of  any  sect,  because  the  only  basis  I 
for  a  sectarian  training  must  be  the  desire  j 
of  the  parent  himself.     Where  the  parent 
desires  this  instruction  it  should  be  given, 
and  if  he  does  not  desire  it  you  should  not 
use  the  machinery  of  the  State  to  force 
children    to    be   taught    any    particular 
religious   instruction.      This  is   the   last  I 
appeal  I  will  make  to  the  hon.  Baronet 
upon  this  question.     I  ask  him  whether  he 
■does  not  think  it  is  possible  for  him  to 
propose  some  sort  of  settlement   which 
will  be  acceptable  to  all  reasonable  men 
who  have  been  thinking  this  subject  out. 
We  have  proved  in  Wales  that  we  can 
settle  this  question,  and  the  majority  of 
the  Elders  of  the  Church   accepted  our 
terms.     I  hope  the  hon.  Baronet  will  do 
something  of  this  kind,  instead   of  pro- 
longing this  strife,  which  is  creating  so 
much  bitterness  throughout  the  land,  and 
which  is  thwarting  educational  progress 
as  well. 

*The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY to  the  BOARD  of  EDUCATION 
<Sir  William  Anson, Oxford  University): 
I  will  willingly  make  a  present  to  the 
Opposition  of  such  satisfaction  as  may  be 
caused  by  the  change  which  the  Bill  has 
gone  through  in  the  course  of  its  progress 
in  the  House.  There  were  two  principles 
laid  down  by  the  Prime  Minister  on  the 
.Second  Reading  of  this  measure.  One  was, 
that  the  Bill  would  provide  an  educational 
authority  for  London  not  elected  for  educa- 
tional purposes  only,  but  that  the  principle 
of  municipalisation  adopted  in  the  Act  of  last 
year  should  be  followed  in  this  Bill.  The 
other  was,  that  the  Metropolitan  boroughs 
were  to  have  some  voice  in  the  educational 
work  of  London.  The  part  originally 
assigned  to  those  boroughs  was  very 
different  from  what  it  is  now.  I  was 
wnder  no  illusion  as  to  the  difficulty  of 


carrying  such  a  measure  in  the  House.     I 
think  it  might,  if  accepted  in  its  original 
form,  have  worked  well,  and  worked  better 
than   hon.    Members  were    prepared   to 
believe,  but  I  was  quite  aware  of  the  prob- 
able jealousy  of  the  County  Council  and 
the  Borough  Councils,  and  of  the  certainty 
that  hon.  Members  on  this  side  at  any 
rate  would  comment  unfavourably  on  the 
departure  from  the  principles  of  the  Act 
of  last  year,  and  the  assignment  to  the 
London   County    Council   of  a  position 
different  from  that  in  which  other  County 
Councils  were  placed      I  was  prepared 
for  that.     I  cannot  say  that  on  the  whole 
I   regret  the   changes  that  have  taken 
place  in  the  Bill  in  the  course  of  its  pro- 
gress through  the  House.     It  is  said  that 
it  is  no  longer  the  Bill  of  the  Government, 
I  but  the  Bill  of  my  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for   South    Manchester.     No   doubt  we 
accepted  the  Amendments  of  my  hon. 
friend    which    gave    the   boroughs    the 
part   substantially  they  now  occupy  in 
the  Bill.     I  am  glad  to  give  him  all  the 
credit  which  is  due  for  having  brought 
j  forward  on  the  Report  Stage,  in  a  work- 
jable    form,    Amendments     which    will 
enable  the  Bill  to  work  more  smoothly 
'  than    it    otherwise   might   have    done. 
|  What     is    the     result?      The    London 
County  Council  is,  as  it  was  when  the 
Bill     was    first    introduced,    the    local 
I  education    authority.       The    boroughs 
have  some  part   in  the  work,    but  not 
the   part   given   originally  to    them— a 
small  part,  it  is  true,  but  an  appreciable 
part  in  the  work  of   London  education. 
What  has  surprised  me  in  the  course  of 
our  debates    is  that  there   has   been  a 
curious  hostility  displayed  to  the  London 
boroughs    by   hon.  Members    on    bot'i 
sides  of  the  House.     The  hon.  Member 
for  Poplar  besought  me  to  eliminate  the 
boroughs  altogether,  and  my  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  East  Nottingham  has 
dogged  their  steps  through  the  progress 
of    the    Bill    with    the    cold    hostility 
|  and  remorseless  activity  which  actuate  a 
detective,   while  the   hon.   Member   for 
I  West    Islington    was     never    tired     of 
impressing  upon  us  the  ignorance  and 
incompetence  of  Islington  in  all  matters 
of  education,  and   the   disinclination  of 
the  Borough  Council  to  have  anything 
to  do  with  the  education  of  the  children 
in  the  borough.     NftN«t\.\v^«&^  ^*>  Vw* 
\  adopted  \n  \W  ^\\\  \Xv*  ^ruas^  <&  ^» 
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local  management  of  the  schools,  and  we 
have  secured  the  predominance  of  the 
County  Council.  We  have  secured  also 
the  presence  of  women  on  the  boards  of 
management  and  the  presence  of  the 
former  managers  of  the  schools.  The 
Bill,  therefore,  in  its  present  form  is  a 
workable  measure,  and  1  do  not  regret 
altogether  the  form  which  it  now 
assumes. 

Rut  now  I  come  to  the  various  larger 
objections  which  have  been  made  to  the 
principle  of  the  Bill.     The  first  is  as  to 
the    extinction    of    the    School    Board. 
Well,  the  School  Board  as  a  corporate 
body  and  as  the  authority  for  elementary 
education  in  London  will  no  doubt  dis- 
appear, but,  as  in  the  case  of  the  other 
School  Boards  of  the  country,  one  hopes 
that  the  educational  experience  of  the 
School  Board  will  not  be  lost,  and  that 
in  another  form  they  will  take  part  in 
the  work  of  the  London  County  Council 
and   the  Education  Committee  of  that 
County  Council.    It  may  be  hoped  that 
the  members  of  the  School  Board  who 
have  occupied  themselves  to  such  good 
purpose  with  the  elementary  education 
of   this  great  city   will  still  find  ample 
scope  for   their   exertions.     Then   it  is 
complained   that  the  purpose  of  the  Bill 
ha 8  been  to  place  the  voluntary  schools 
on   the   rates.     I   do    not  admit  for  a 
moment  that  that  is   the  purpose.    No 
doubt  it  has  been  the  result  of  the  Bill, 
but   it  is  following  out  the  measure  of 
last    year   in   bringing    the    voluntary 
schools   under  the  control  of  the  local 
education  authority,  and  giving  them  at 
the  same  time  that  assistance  which  the 
other   schools   receive    for  their    main- 
tenance and  for  the  effectual  carrying 
out  of  their  educational  work.     Is  it  not 
desirable    that    the    voluntary    schools 
shall    be   brought    under  the   scrutiny 
of     the    local    educational    authority  ? 
Is    it   not  desirable    that    they  should 
no    longer    be     able     to     plead     the 
difficulties  in  the   way  of  maintenance 
as  an  excuse  for  indifferent  and  unsatis- 
factory buildings  1    Is  it  not  an  advan- 
tage to  secular  instruction  in  the  volun 
tary  schools  that  they  should  be  brought 
under  the  direct    control  of    the   local 
e  lucation  authority  1      I   say  in   these 
matters  the  levelling  up  of  the  voluntary 
schools  and  the  bringing   oi  t\ia  ^Yvoi* 


control  is,  from  the  educational  point  of 
view,  a  distinct  advantage  to  London, 
as  I  believe  this  system  is  becoming  an 
advantage  throughout  the  country  at 
large. 

But  there  are  objections  with  which  it 
is  more  difficult  to  deal,    because  the/ 
take  the  form  of  misrepresentation— not, 
I  am  sure,  intentional — of  the  purport 
of  the  principal  Act,  and  possibly  this 
Act  also.     There  is  the  constant  assertion 
of   the  imposition   of     tests    upon  the 
teachers.     We  are  told    that  this  is  a 
form  of  proselytising,  and  that  teachers 
are  induced  to  leave  their  original  faith 
and  become  members  of  the  denomina- 
tion which  has  teacberships  to  offer,  and 
which  gives  a  better  prospect  of  advance 
in  their  profession.     It  is  suggested  even 
that  the  subscription  to  some  form  of 
denominational  belief  is  required.    Then 
is  nothing  like  a  test,  except  in  the  one 
case  to  which  I  have  referred  more  than 
once  in  the  course  of  the  debates,  where 
the   head  teacher   is    required    by  the 
trust    deed    of     a    school      to    be 
member  of  a   particular  denomination 
I  do  not  believe  that  is  so    formidable, 
and  it  is  the  only  case  in  which  denomina- 
tional   requirements  are  specifically  in- 
sisted upon.    Beyond  that  the  managers 
are  free,  in  respect  to  all  teacherships,  to 
appoint  whom  they  please.     There  hate 
been    from  time   to   time    comparison* 
made  between  the  old  system    of  tests 
and  the  probability — for   it    is  nothing 
more — that    denominational     managers 
will    appoint   denominational    teacher* 
Now,   what  is  the   difference?     What 
was  the  old  system  of  subscription  1  Tab 
the  case  with  which  I  am  most  familiir 
— that  of  my  own  University.     A  definite 
subscription  was  required  in  order  that 
you  might  get  the  full  benefit  of  being* 
member  of  the  Corporation  of  the  Uni- 
versity, or  of  the  corporate  body  of  » 
college.  These  tests  are  happily  abolished; 
but  it  must  be  borue  in  mind  that  sub- 
scription   indicating  ahhesion  to  a  par- 
ticular faith  has  nothing  whatever  to  d> 
with  one's  position  either  as  a    member 
of  the    University  or  as    a    fellow  of  i 
college,  whereas  the  relation  of  teaches 
and  managers  is  that  of  employed  and  eft 
ployers.    Even  in  a  University  or  colle|p 
where  there  are  no  tests,  if  that  colkf 
were   engaging  a   lecturer    on   divim? 
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a  Roman  Catholic,  or  an  Anglican,  or  a 
Jew,  and  in  the  case  of  managers  who 
are  employing  a  teacher  whose  business 
it  may  be  to  teach  the  English  Church 
catechism,  it  is  surely  reasonable  that 
they  should  ask  whether  the  teacher  can 
conscientiously  do  so.  As  regards  the 
other  objection  stated  bvthe  hon.  Member 
for  Carnarvon,  the  difficulty  he  indicated 
cannot  take  place  if  the  law  is  observed. 
The  Conscience  Clause  makes  it  impos- 
sible for  any  child  to  be  taught  any  form 
of  belief  to  which  the  parents  object,  and 
the  by-law  recently  issued  by  the  Board 
of  Education  makes  it  possible  not  only 
that  the  child  should  be  withdrawn  from 
religious  instruction  if  the  parents  de- 
clare that  to  be  their  wish,  but  the  child 
may  be  withdrawn  from  school  while 
that  instruction  is  being  given,  so  that 
proselytising  is  impossible.  There  is 
no  reason  why  teacherships  should  not 
be  given  to  persons  of  any  religious 
denomination,  if  they  are  good  teachers 
whom  the  managers  can  employ  irre- 
spective of  denominational  teaching.  If 
he  is  employed  in  religious  teaching,  surely 
it  is  reasonable  to  ask  what  denomination 
he  belongs  to. 

Dr.  HUTCHINSON  (Sussex,  Rye): 
Is  it  reasonable  that  the  State  should  pay 
for  that  teaching  ?     That  is  our  point. 

*  Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  :  I  must  re- 
mind the  hon.  Member  that  the  local 
education  authority  has  complete  control 
over  the  question  of  the  qualifications  of 
the  teachers.  So  far  as  the  quality  of  the 
teaching  is  concerned,  the  local  education 
authority  is  supreme,  and  if  they  think 
that  the  managers  are,  for  denominational 
purposes,  employing  unfit  persons,  they 
can  at  once  ask  the  managers  to  make 
a  change.  I  pass  to  another  misrepresen- 
tation, which  I  have  before  me  in  the  form 
of  a  Resolution  passed  by  a  local  Free 
Church  Council.  It  is  really  monstrous 
to  say  that  the  Act  of  last  year  gave  to  one 
section  of  the  Church  absolute  authority  in 
determining  the  educational  policy  of  the 
nation.  The  educational  policy  is  deter- 
mined for  each  area  by  the  Education 
Committee,  subject  to  the  authority  of 
the  County  Council.  The  provided 
schools  are  completely  under  its  control, 
;md  the  voluntary  schools,  which  were 
formerly  very  often  entirely  undo-  cleri 
cal  control,  are  now,  as  to  their  secular 


|  teaching,  under  the  control  of  the  local 
j  authority,  and  as  to  their  religious 
j  teaching,  under  the  control  of  a  body  of 
I  managers,  two  of  whom  are  appointed  by 
I  the  local  authority.  Surely  that  is  some 
j  return,  in  the  way  of  popular  manage- 
i  ment,  for  the  assistance  given  to  the 
;  general  education  of  the  country  by  the 
;  maintenance  of  the  voluntary  schools, 
]  so  far  as  their  teaching  is  concerned,  out 
i  of  the  rates.  I  will  give  a  small  instance 
J  of  the  hasty  way  in  which  the  denomi- 
national terror  is  excited  in  the  minds  of 
|  those  who  are  the  victims  of  statistics. 
,  The  hon.  Member  for  Camber  well  the 
;  other  evening  stated  that  there  were  in 
London  354  departments  of  schools  liable 
|  to  be  re-transferred  from  the  School 
,  Board  to  denominational  management. 

!  Dr.  MACNAMARA:  What  I  said 
!  was  that  since  1870,  354  departments 
j  were  transferred  to  the  London  School 
1  Board. 

|     *  Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON:    I   under- 
i  stood  the  hon.    Gentleman    to  say  that 
i  there  were  354  departments  liable  to  be 
,  transferred     if     the      formalities     are 
i  complied   with.     I    shou'd    like    to   tell 
'  him  the  facts  which  I  worked  out  from 
j  the  School   Board   Returns.    There  are 
i  not  354,    but  only    forty-three    depart- 
ments in   nineteen    schools   which   are 
now  liable  to  be  re-transferred,  of  these 
eight    are   undenominational,    and   two 
others    are    also    almost    certainly    so, 
while  only  nine  are  Church  of  England 
schools,  with  nineteen  departments. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man has    not   challenged  my  statement, 
i  that  since  1870    there    have  been   354 
1  departments  transferred  to  the  London 
!  School  Board. 

|  *Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON:  I  did  not 
i  challenge  that  statement ;  but  the  hon. 
I  Gentleman  said  that  there  were  354 
1  departments  liable  to  be  re-transferred  if 
J  the  Board  of  Education  were  willing.  I 
i  only   mention   this   to   show   how   very 

easily  the  denominational  terror  is  excited, 
J  and  that  if  you  go  into  the  matter  more 

carefully  you  find  that  their  fancies  are 
,  almost  wholly  unfounded.     I  do  not  wish 
1  for  a  moment  to  minimise  the  ^^\\^a\\^ 
|  difficulty  ;  I  a.m  ^&\t&v&3  wm»  <&  *"*» 
\  existence,  as  1  \i*\fc  saw\&  ww  w^  w** 
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and  over  again.  But,  I  think  that  hon. 
Members  who  raise  this  vehement  objec- 
tion to  assistance  of  voluntary  schools 
out  of  the  rates  should  remember  how 
long  the  Roman  Catholics  and  Anglicans 
have  had  to  pay  rates  for  religious  teach- 
ing which  was  not  acceptable  to  them, 
and  to  maintain  their  own  schools  at 
their  own  expense.  If  a  Nonconformist 
happened  to  require  to  go  to  an  Anglican 
school,  at  any  rate  he  got  his  teaching 
for  nothing,  whereas  the  denominational 
people  who  are  not  satisfied  with  the 
religious  teaching  in  the  Board  schools 
had  to  pay  for  their  own  schools,  and 
also  to  pay  rates  for  teaching  which  was 
not  to  tneir  minds.  I  do  not  think  we 
have  yet  reached  the  final  settlement  of 
the  religious  difficulty ;  but  I  should  wish 
to  see  it  treated  in  a  somewhat  different 
spirit.  I  think  that  if  there  was  rather 
more  religion  in  the  matter  there  would  be 
less  difficulty. 

I  pass  from  that  to  another  point 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Cam- 
berwell — viz.,  that  the  London  County 
Council  cannot,  and  will  not  undertake 
this  work.  Well,  I  quite  admit  that  if 
the  County  Council  work  as  the  School 
Board  did — as  described  to  us  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Camberwell — spend  the 
morning  in  interviewing  teachers,  and 
the  afternoon  in  dealing  with  small 
repairs,  trusting  nobody,  delegating 
nothing  to  anybody,  insisting  on  doing 
everything  itself — it  would  break  down 
under  the  effort.  But  I  do  not  see  why 
it  should  act  in  that  way.  There  will  no 
longer  be  the  work  necessitated  by  the 
competition  of  the  School  Board  with  other 
educational  institutions  in  London.  The 
County  Council  will  have  the  field  entirely 
to  itself,  and  co-ordination,  if  I  may  use 
that  much  abused  word,  will  take  the 
place  of  competition.  Therefore,  the 
County  Council  will  be  able  to  lay  down 
the  broad  lines  of  educational  policy,  and 
work  through  sub-committees  under  one 
of  the  clauses  of  the  Act  of  last  year, 
either  for  particular  purposes,  or  for 
particular  areas.  Under  these  sub-com- 
mittees, again,  will  be  the  managers  of 
the  elementary  schools.  I  cannot  believe 
that,  with  all  the  intellectual  and  educa- 
tional resources  of  London,  the  County 
Council  will  find  it  impossible  to  do  the 
work,  I  admit  the  heavy  work,  which 
this  Bill  proposes  to  p\ace  v\potv  \t.  I  do 
not 
Sir  iniliam  Anson. 


refuse  to  undertake  that  work.  I  have 
heard  in  this  House  and  elsewhere  manj 
hard  things  said  of  the  County  Council 
I  have  heard  it  described  as  injudicious, 
extravagant,  and  ultra-political,  but  I 
have  never  heard  it  said  that  it  wa» 
lacking  in  public  spirit,  where  there  was 
any  opportunity  of  undertaking  work 
which  it  thought  it  could  discharge  for 
the  benefit  of  the  citizens.  Under  these 
circumstances  can  we  believe  that  the 
London  County  Council  will  neglect  this 
great  educational  work  1  In  the 
"  Inferno "  of  Dante  there  is  a 
for  those  lost  souls  who,  either 
meanness  of  nature,  or  from  self  distrust, 
shirk  responsibilities,  or  cast  aside  great 
opportunities.  I  cannot  believe  tjiat  the 
London  County  Council  will  be  numbered 
among  these.  I  am  sure  that  it  will  take 
up  this  great  work  for  the  benefit  of  the 
youth  and  children  of  London,  and  cany 
it  through  heartily,  courageously,  and 
effectually. 


Mr.     SYDNEY     BUXTON    (Tower 
Hamlets,    Poplar) :     Perhaps    the   hoo. 
Baronet  will  allow  me  to  say,  on  behalf 
of  those  who   sit   on    this    side  of  the 
House,    that    we    thank     him    for   the 
courtesy  he  has  consistently  shown  to  all 
Members  throughout  these  debates.    We 
sympathise  very  much  with   him  in  the 
difficulty  in  which  he  has  been  placed  in 
carrying  the  Bill  through   the  House.   I 
am  sure  it  would  be   a  curious  revelation 
if   we   had    the    secret     history   of  the 
different  phases  and  changes  which  have 
occurred  in  the  passage  of  the  Bill    The 
Government  got    themselves    into  difi- 
culties  because   they   had    consulted  the 
wrong   parties.       Instead    of    consulting 
those  who  are  interested  in  and  know  the 
educational  wants  of  the  Metropolis,  ther 
put  themselves  in  the  hands   of  certaia 
Unionist  Members   who    proved  to  be  * 
very  broken  reed  indeed.      There  are  o» 
or  two  matters  in   which    this  Bill  is  is 
improvement  on   the    Act    of   last  rear. 
One   is  in  regard  to  the   unlimited  ra» 
which  may  be  made  for  secondary  education. 
Another  is  the  statutory  position  in  whki 
women  will  be  placed  in  regard  to  scbo* 
management.     The  hon.  Baronet  said  th* 
we  had  shown  hostility  to   the  Boroo^ 
Councils   throughout    these    debates.    1 
can  assure  him  that    we    have   no  sock 
hostility  whatever.     We    had  hostility  t* 
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should  be  the  sport  forever  of  separate 
bodies.  In  our  opinion  the-  bringing 
in  of  the  Borough  Councils  would  have 
created  friction  and  made  the  administra- 
tion of  the  education  of  London  wholly 
unworkable.  I  have  never  been  able  to 
understand  why  the  Government  chose  to 
municipalise  education  in  London.  In 
small  country  School  Boards,  and  even  in 
the  case  of  large  School  Boards,  you  might 
carry  out  that  operation ;  but  when  you 
come  to  the  case  of  London  you  are  on 
an  entirely  different  footing.  Even  the 
Government  themselves  said  that  Lon- 
don should  be  treated  differently.  I  have 
never  been  able  to  appreciate  the  reasons 
given  for  municipalising  education  in 
London  ;  and  I  am  afraid  that  while  you 
will  destroy  the  School  Board  you  will 
also  practically  wreck  the  London  County 
Council.  The  hon.  Baronet  said  that, 
in  his  opinion,  the  County  Council  would 
be  fully  able  to  do  the  work.  That  was 
not  what  the  hon.  Baronet  or  the  Prime 
Minister  said  in  a  former  discussion ; 
because  he  then  laid  it  down  absolutely 
and  distinctly  that  unless  there  were  a 
statutory  delegation,  in  order  that  the 
County  Council  should  be  relieved  of  the 
bulk  of  the  work,  it  would  be  impossible 
for  the  County  Council  to  carry  it  on. 
Now  the  delegation  disappears  ;  and  yet 
the  hon.  Baronet  says  that  the  County 
Council  will  be  able  to  do  the  work.  We 
believe  that  this  Bill  will  really  injure 
the  work  of  the  County  Council ;  and  that 
it  will  not  be  able  to  carry  out  its  educa- 
tional work  in  a  sufficiently  satisfactory 
and  efficient  way ;  and  that,  instead  of 
making  for  education  in  London,  it  will 
do  a  great  deal  to  retard  it.  The  Bill 
was  hurried  at  the  earlier  stage,  before  we 
were  able  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  London 
on  it.  That  opinion  has  now  been  given 
unanimously  by  every  public  body ;  and  I 
believe  it  will  be  endorsed  by  the  electors 
who  are  absolutely  averse  to  the  policy 
of  the  Government.  We  have  had  many 
discussions  on  this  Bill ;  but  because  of 
the  way  the  Bill  is  drawn  we  have  never 
been  able  until  this  afternoon  to  touch 
on  the  question  of  control  and  rate  aid 
which  lie  at  the  bottom  of  the  whole 
matter.  The  hon.  Baronet  entered  at  some 
length  into  the  religious  question  and  the 
question  of  control.  He  touched  es- 
pecially on  the  question  of  tests  for 
teachers ;  and  he  went  so  far  as  to  say 
that  he  understood  that  there  were  very 
few   schools   in    which    tests   would   be 


j  applied,  because  there  were  very  few 
I  schools  in  which  the  trust  deeds  would 
I  operate  in  that  direction. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON:  I  said  I 
I  believed  that  the  number  of  trust  deeds 
I  which  required  teste  for  teachers  was 
I  not  very  large. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  Myinforma- 
I  tion  is  that  they  are  a  very  large  number, 
J I   have  heard  they  number  13,000 — at 
I  all  events,  they  amount  to  thousands. 
I  But  it  is  not  only  in  schools  which  are 
governed  by  trust  deeds  that  tests  will 
be  applied.     We  know    very  well  that 
I  there  will  be  a  test  imposed  on  the  head 
teacher    in  every   Church  of   England 
I  school  in  the  country.     Unless  a  teacher 
I  is  a  member  of  the  Church  of  England 
I  he  will  not  have  any  opportunity,  what- 
lever  his  secular  qualifications    may   be, 
I  of  becoming  a  head  teacher  in  a  Church 
|  of  England  school.     That  means  exclu- 
I  sion  for  the  bulk  of  Nonconformists  from 
I  the  denominational  schools,  so   long  as 
I  they    are   not    under   popular   control. 
Considering  that  the  State  in  its  rate- 
paying  capacity  is  now  going  to  pay  the 
salaries     of    these     teachers    they    are 
practically    Civil    servants ;    and    there 
ought  to  be  sufficient  margin  of  public 
control     over    denominational     schools 
which,   without     interfering    with    the 
atmosphere  of  these  schools,  should  take 
care  that,  as  regards  secular  instruction, 
there  should  be  full  and  open  competition 
as  regards  the  appointment  of  teachers. 
The   hon.  Baronet  said  the  other  day 
that  the  Act  of  last  year  was  generally 
accepted.     I  am  afraid  that  he  will  find 
that   that    is  a    very   sanguine    view ; 
and    that   when   the    London    County 
Council  ejections   come  on,   instead   o£ 
their  turning,  as  they  ought  to  turn,  on 
municipal    work,    they    will    turn    on 
educational  and  religious  questions,  and 
especially  on  the  question  as  to  whether 
the  new  County   Council   through  its 
educational  [authority  should  give  rates 
to  the  denominational  schools  where  they 
have  not  full  control   over  secular  in- 
struction,  with    a    view    to  its   proper 
efficiency    and    to     prevent    tests     for 
teachers.     I   believe  the   vast   majority 
of  the  electors,  who  are  in  these  matters 
Progressive,  will  give  an  vx\%vt>\^C\Q.w \>ev*x 
the  education  baiX^oyvVj  *mSl    \j>r*.  \»*i 
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rates  to  the  denominational  schools 
unless  they  have  full  control  over  the 
secular  education  in  such  schools.  I 
shall  entirely  sympathise  with  that  view  ; 
and,  if  it  is  accepted,  what  is  the  hon. 
Baronet  going  to  do  in  sucli  circum- 
stances 1  He  will  find  himself  face  to 
face  with  a  very  serious  situation  ;  and 
I  can  only  say  that  the  Government 
have  brought  this  question  upon  them- 
selves. They  should  have  waited  to 
have  seen  how  the  Act  for  last  year 
would  work  in  the  country.  There 
would  have  been  no  difficulty  in  carry- 
ing some  temporary  measure  which 
would  not  prejudice  the  voluntary 
schools  or  the  ratepayers,  instead  of 
suddenly  altering  the  whole  educational 
system  of  London.  It  is  very  hard  that 
we  in  London  should  have  a  Bill  of  this 
sort,  which  is  totally  different  to  the  Bill 
originally  introduced  and  to  all  the 
Government  had  said,  at  this  very  early 
stage  of  our  new  educational  policy,  forced 
on  the  electors  of  London.  In  my 
opinion  it  will  do  a  great  deal  more  to 
damage  education  than  to  benefit  it. 

MR.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  At  this,  the 
last  stage  of  this  controversy,  I  wish  to 
Fay  a  few  words  from  the  Catholic  point 
of  view.  To  those  of  us  who  remember 
the  debates  of  1896  and  the  debates  of 
last  year,  and  the  debates  at  the  early 
stages  of  this  Bill,  the  appearance  of  the 
House  this  evening  is  very  remarkable. 
I  wish  it  were  otherwise,  but  I  am 
greatly  afraid  that  that  listlessness  is  not 
a  true  reflection  of  the  conditions  in  the 
country,  and  that  the  controversies 
which  were  aroused  by  the  Bill  of  last 
year,  and  by  the  Bill  we  are  now  discuss- 
ing, are,  I  think,  by  no  means  brought 
to  an  end.  The  hon.  Member  for  Car- 
narvon Boroughs  said  that  as  far  as 
he  could  hear  the  only  body  in  this 
country  who  were  thoroughly  satisfied 
with  this  Bill  were  the  Catholic  body. 
1  do  not  think  he  was  right  in  imagining 
that  the  Catholic  body  are  thoroughly 
satisfied  in  regard  to  this  Bill.  I  notice 
that  the  enthusiasm  with  which  the 
Church  of  England  hailed  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Bill  of  1896  and  the  Bill  of 
last  year  has  considerably  abated.  I 
myself,  throughout  these  discussions, 
acting  on  behaU  of  the  Irish  Party,  have 
pursued  a  course  very  olteii*>\\*\\vVj  <i\ftrc- 

J/lr.  Sydney  Buxton* 


ent  from  that  advocated  by  the  leaders  of 
the  Catholic  Church  in  this  country 
In  our  private  discussions  on  the  Bill  of 
1896,  and  again  on  the  Bill  of  last  year, 
I  used  my  utmost  influence  with  the 
leaders  of  my  Church  in  this  country  to 
bring  their  influence  to  bear  on  the 
Government  to  bring  about  a  con- 
cordat or  settlement  which  might  fast 
for  another  thirty  or  forty  years.  I 
failed  to  make  my  views  |  revail ;  ac-i 
although  I  support  this  Bill  and  mean 
to  vote  for  its  Third  Heading,  it  is  not 
in  the  least  because  I  approve  of  the 
policy  of  the  Government,  or  the  detail* 
of  the  measure ;  but  because  it  embodk 
a  principle  in  which  I  believe,  and  in 
which  all  my  colleagues  believe,  airi 
that  is,  support  of  denominational 
instruction  in  primary  schools.  I  took 
leave  to  urge  on  the  heads  of  the 
Catholic  Church  in  this  country,  and 
even  spoke  in  this  House  in  a  way  in 
which  I  was  very  sharply  taken  to  task 
by  some  of  the  Catholic  newspapers, 
that  in  my  opinion  no  more  unwise 
course  could  be  adopted  by  the  Govern- 
ment than  to  take  advantage  of  their 
present,  or  perhaps  I  should  say  their 
late,  majority  to  force  terms  upon  tbf 
Opposition  without  giving  them  an 
opportunity  of  arriving  at  some  con- 
cordat. 

Let     us     recollect     for     a     moment 
what    has    been    the     history    of   thi? 
education     question     during'   the   la* 
thirty  years.     In   1870  a  great  struggle 
arose  between  the  advocates  of  strictly 
secular  education  and  the  advocates  eif 
denominational      education       in     this 
country,    quite  as    bitter    and    quire  * 
fierce  on    both  sides   as    anything  that 
has  been  going  on   for  the  last  three  or 
four  years.  But  in  the  course  of  that  & 
great  settlement  of    1870,  after    fierce 
debates,  was  agreed  to;  and,  although  is 
my   judgment  it    was  a    very  imperW* 
and    a    very    bad     arrangement,   *d 
because    it    was    the     outcome     of  * 
certain  amount   of  agreement    betweec 
the  two   sides    t    has      withstood   *| 
storms  of  thirty  years  and  has  carried  « 
the   question    for    that    period    withotf 
any  change.       I    have     always  had  J 
great     objection     to    that     settlement 
I  think    it   was    a    bad    settlement    *l 
have  always  been    an   opponent  of  t>| 
^^«4^  tV&ua^  which  I   think  M 
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at  the  bottom  of  a  great  many  o  our  pres- 
ent difficulties.  But  still  it  stood  from  the 
very  fact  that  it  had  its  origin  in  some 
form  of  agreement  springing  from  con- 
ciliation on  both  sides.  1  took  occasion 
at  a  critical  time  in  the  history  of  the 
Bill  to  urge  strongly  upon  the  Govern- 
ment that  they  had  now  a  great  oppor- 
tunity because  of  their  great  majority 
and  their  power  to  obtain  some  settle- 
ment and  arrangement  which  might 
carry  the  question  on  for  another 
thirty  or  forty  years.  My  advice  was 
thrown  aside,  and  the  present  arrange- 
ment was  come  to.  Does  anyone  believe 
that  this  is  a  settlement  1  Does  any 
man  believe  that  the  power  of  this 
Government  is  going  to  last  very  much 
longer?  1  then  ask  myself  what  is 
going  to  follow  ?  I  am  concerned 
chiefly,  I  admit,  with  the  fate  of  the 
Catholic  schools.  And  I  sav  that  as 
regards  all  the  complaints  made  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Carnarvon  Boroughs 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Camber  well  our  withers  are  unwrung. 
We  do  not  want  to  proselytise  ;  we  offer 
no  teacher  any  inducement  to  change 
his  religion.  All  we  desire  is  to  obtain 
leave  to  pursue  that  system  of  religious 
instruction  to  which  our  race  and 
nation  are  attached  in  whatever  part  of 
the  globe  they  may  be  found.  Our 
fortune  has  been  indissolubly  tied  in 
education  matters,  by  the  leaders  of  our 
Church  in  this  country,  with  the  fate 
and  fortunes  of  the  Anglican  Church. 

It  does  appear  to  me  to  be  an  undeniable 
and  an  indefensible  position  that  there 
should  exist  in  this  country  thousands  of 
schools  in  which  you  have  mixed  Pro- 
testant bodies  of  children  being  taught, 
and  that  in  schools  of  that  character  the 
Nonconformist  teachers  are  penalised  and 
denied  the  right  of  ever  becoming  head 
masters.  What  I  am  afraid  of  is  this. 
What  will  be  the  position  of  the  volun- 
tary schools  when  they  are  brought  under 
the  influence  of  a  powerful  Radical 
majority  ?  It  has  been  held  that  all 
compromise  is  impossible  in  this  matter. 
I  do  not  believe  it.  There  are  Members 
upon  both  sides  of  the  House  who  would 
have  compromised  but  for  the  extremists 
who  made  compromise  impossible.  We 
have  not  got  rid  of  the  religious  difficulty 
in  any  way.  It  will  all  have  to  be 
brought  out  again  after  the  next  General 
Election,  and,  if  so,  the  Government  has 


set  an  example  which  others  might  follow, 
and  if  the  pendulum  should  swing  heavily, 
I  and   the   Radical   Party  comes   back  in 
great  strength,  they  might  say  :  "  Why 
should  we  consider  you  ?     Wrhat  mercy 
have  you  shown  to  us  t     We  believe  in 
J  absolute  popular  control ;  you  have  ad- 
mitted the  principle  of  popular  control. 
You  say   the    proprietors   in  voluntary 
schools    shall    have    two-thirds    of    the 
control,  and  now  only  one  step  is  needed 
to  sweep  the  voluntary  schools  completely 
under  popular  control."     I   always  felt 
from  the  beginning  that  we  who  are  the 
defenders  of  the  denominational  schools, 
when  we  admitted  the  element  of  popular 
I  control  in  these  schools,  had  done  that 
1  which  in   the  future   may   bring    forth 
J  trouble  in  this  matter.     I  hope  and  trust 
I  that   the   Irish  Party   will   have   power 
[  enough  to  defend  in  the  future  the  fate 
j  of  the  Catholic  schools.     I  regret  that  on 
[this  occasion  I  have  been  compelled  to 
I  vote  in  favour  of  a  measure  that  in  my 
I  judgment  contains  indefensible  provisions, 
I  and  which  subjects  certain  classes  of  the 
I  population  in  this  country  to  disabilities 
I  which  we  in  Ireland  have  overthrown.     I 
am    convinced    that,    because    of    these 
[defects,    this   Bill   will   not    stand    long 
I  without  substantial  and  dangerous  changes 
[being  made   in   it.     Still  we  have  been 
[compelled    to    vote    in    favour   of    this 
measure,  l>ecause  it  is  presented  by  the 
Government  as   the   only    issue    placed 
|  before  us,  and  because  it  incorporates  the 
|  great  principle  which  we  in    Ireland — I 
I  was  going  to  say  irreconcilably — adhere 
to,  and  that  is,  that  there  shall  be  religious 
I  teaching  in  the  primary  schools. 


♦Mr.  BARRAN  (Leeds,  N.):  There  is 

|  a  general  consensus  of   opinion  that  the 

I  interest  of  the  Education  Bill  has  passed 

I  from   this  House   to   the  country.     We 

have  had   the  first  act,  and   this  is  the 

[second    act     in    the    education    drama. 

I  Interest    is  now    concentrated    in     the 

I  prologue  of  the  third  act,  which  will  have 

I  to  tell  what  may  take  place  between  the 

close  of  the  second  and  the  beginning  of 

the  third.     It  may  be  some  little  time 

yet  before  that  can  be  written.     In  the 

1  meanwhile  we  offer  none  the  less  strenuous 

opposition  to  the  Third  Reading  of  this 

present  Bill.     It  applies  to  the  remaining 

area  of  the  country  the  worak  ^v\v^s^^ 

of  the  toTrnat  TSftX,  *\v\  *^\\»  <&  ^s>  w^- 
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London  shown  by  the  meetings  and 
elections.  Those  of  us  who  are  interested 
in  stating  the  case  for  the  Nonconformists 
are  not  influenced  by  the  point  harped 
upon  by  the  Prime  Minister  and  many 
others  on  that  side  of  the  House  that 
Nonconformists  are  better  off  under  these 
Bills  than  they  were  previously.  We  do 
not  for  a  moment  admit  the  point,  but 
we  demand  at  the  present  time  equality 
of  treatment  and  opportunity  for  every 
citizen.  The  Nonconformists  have  acted 
for  thirty  years  under  a  compromise  made 
by  that  rarty  which  is  most  in  sympathy 
with  their  views.  They  have  kept  their 
part  of  the  compromise.  The  position 
now  will  be  entirely  different.  In  these 
Bills  there  has  been  no  compromise,  they 
now  lie  under  the  injustice  of  inequality 
inflicted  upon  them  by  a  powerful  and 
intolerant  Party.  Their  action  is,  and 
will  be,  necessarily  very  different.  As 
the  hon.  Member  for  Carnarvon  has 
pointed  out,  while  claiming  this  equality 
for  themselves,  they  are  willing  to  give 
just  and  fair  treatment  to  those  who 
differ  from  them  for  teaching  their  own 
particular  religion.  They  are  willing  to 
give  to  the  Church  of  England  an  oppor- 
tunity of  teaching  their  own  dogmas  and 
a  consideration  which  shall  be  based 
either  on  what  the  Church  has  done  for 
education  in  the  past  or  a  consideration 
based  on  the  value  of  their  buildings. 
The  latter  pecuniary  consideration  has 
perhaps  weighed  too  heavily  with  Church- 
men, and  it  is  a  question  as  to  whether, 
after  all,  they  have  not  made  a 
sordid  bargain  when  they  have  re- 
ceived their  money  consideration  and 
lost  a  great  influence.  Those  on  this 
side  of  the  House  regret  equally  with 
those   on   the    other    the    loss    of     the 


influence  of  the  clergy  where  it  is 
exercised  religiously.  But  I  oppose  the 
Third  Heading  of  this  Bill  equally  on 
educational  grounds.  London  will  lose 
the  direct  responsibility  which  went  from 
the  Education  Committee  to  the  smallest 
sub-committees,  the  members  of  which 
were  able  to  state  their  views  and  the 
requirements  of  the  schools  personally 
before  that  body  which  had  the  granting 
of  the  money  and  the  levying  of  the 
rate,  and  these  men  were  also  directly 
responsible  to  the  ratepayers.  In  place 
of  this  you  substitute  a  body  half  d 
whom  can  never  make  a  personal  report 
to  the  council  which  has  the  final  word 
and  half  of  whom  are  not  responsible  to 
the  ratepayers.  You  will  lose  cohesion 
and  you  will  lose  responsibility.  We 
shall  by  this  Bill  lose  the  prospect  of  that 
educational  efficiency  in  London  which  is » 
vital  to  us  in  the  face  of  foreign  competition. 
It  is  not  only  the  organising  of  the  Com- 
mittee, or  the  forming  of  a  syllabus  for 
the  schools,  which  makes  for  success ;  it 
is  the  direct  interest  of  the  members  of 
the  Education  Committee  in  watching 
over  the  success  of  the  education  that 
will  answer  our  purpose  in  the  competi- 
tion with  the  markets  of  the  world.  It  is 
principally  because  I  believe  that  by  this 
Bill  we  are  going  backward  and  not 
forward  in  that  competition  that  I  strongly 
oppose  the  Third  Reading.  I  woukl 
rather  leave  London  education  in  it* 
present  condition  than  have  it  in  the 
position  in  which  it  will  be  after  this  Bill 
becomes  law. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  228 ;  Noes. 
118.     (Division  List  No.  18 1!) 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Allhusen,  Aug.  Henry  Eden 
Anson,  bir  William  Reynell 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Aubrey-Fletcher,  lit.  Hn.  SirH. 
Baffot,  Capt. Joeoeline  FitzRoy 
Bailey   James  t  W a' worth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  A.J.  {Manch'r 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Hornsey) 
Jialfour,RtHnGeraknV.(i,m& 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (ChrUtth 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  G«orge 
fcentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bignold,  Arthur 

Mr.  Barran, 


AYES. 

Big  wood,  James 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boland.  John 
Bond,  Edward 
Bosoawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Bousfield.  William  Robert 
Bowles/1 .  Gibson  {Lynn  Regi*) 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,   W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campbell,Rt.  Hn.  J.  A{Glasgow 
Campbell,  John  [Armagh,  S.) 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Carsou,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  U. 
CjVLveTu\Yft\\,\  .C.W  .Vl>urb\jsK\re 


Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Ma«*r) 
Chamberlain,  Kt  Hon  J  {litrm 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hn. J  A  (Won 
Chamberlayne,  X.  {SouiAmp* 
Chapman,  JBdwarJ 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spenar 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thoa.  H.  A.  £ 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Right  Hon.  Jetse 
Cox.  Irwin  Edwd.  Bainbhd^ 
Crean,  Eugene 
Crippe,  Charles  Alfred 
Crossley,  Rt,  Hon.  Sir  Savik 
^usfe.,  Hftnry  John  C 
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Denny,  Colonel 
Devlin,  Chas.  Ramsay  (Galway 
Dewar,  Sir  T.  R.  (Tr.  Hamlet* 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dillon,  John 

Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Dorington,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  £. 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duffy,  William  J. 
Durning- Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  E.  6.  {HanU,  W.) 
Paber.  George  Denison  (York) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Pellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Ed. 
Fergusson,Rt  Hn.Sir  J.(Man'r 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank.  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
"Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Calloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibbe,  Hn.  Vioary  (St.  Albans 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gordon,Hn.J.E.(2£j0*n  <fc  Nrn 
Gore,HnG.R.C.Ormsby  (Salop 
<jore,Hon.S.F.  Ormsby-(Z,*'wc.) 
Goret,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
<Joschen,Hon.  George  Joachim 
<3reene,Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond   (Combs 
■Grenfell,  William  Henry 
•Gretton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
•Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hamilton,  Rt  Hn  lA.Q.(Midr 
Hardy, Laurence  (Kent, Ash/9 d 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Heath,  Arthur  H.  (Hanley) 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson.  Sir  Alexander 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hobhouse,Rt.  HnH.(SomY*,J? 
Hoult,  Joseph 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard,  Jn.  (Kent,  FaveriK>m 
Hozier,  Hon.  Jas.  Henry  Cecil 
Johnstone,   Heywood 


{22  July  1903} 

Kenyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  (Denbigh 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lambton,  Hon.  Fredk.  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  {Liverpool 
Lawson,  J  ohnGran  t(  York*,  NR 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,  Frederick  N.  S 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Ertkine 
Long,RtHn.  WsAte^Bristol^S) 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hon,  Jas.  (Kent> 
Lundon,  W. 

Macdona,  John  Camming 
Maclver.  David  (Liverpool) 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
Mc  I  ver,Sir  Lewis(Fdinburgh  W 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Maxwell,RtHnSirH.E(  Wiat'n 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewie 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robt.  Gray  C. 
Murray,  KtHnA.Graham(ittte 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nolan,Col.  JohnP.  (Galway \N. 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  S.) 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  Jas.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 

O'Kelly,   Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O'KelJv,  3.  (Roscommon,  N.) 
O'Malley,  William 
Orr-Ewmg,  Charles  Lindsay 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Peel,  Hn.  Wm.  R.  Wellesley 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 

Pilkington,  Colonel  Richard 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies.  John  S. 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Reddy,  M. 
Redmond,  Jn.  E.  (Waterford) 


Education  Bill. 


1506 


Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  Jas.  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Ren  wick,  George 
Ridley,  S.  F.  (Bethnal  Green) 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thomson 
Roberta,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Holies  ton,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molynenz 
Rutherford,  John  {Lancashire) 
Sackvillo,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seely,Maj  J.  E.  B.  (Isle  of  Wight 
Seton-Karr,  Sir  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  (Renfrew) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romjord) 
Smith,  H  C(NortKmb.  Tyneside 
Smith,  JamesParker(Z«/mrA». ) 
Smith, Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  Jn.  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stroyan,  John 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphrey  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
TallK>t,RtHnJ.G(0^/brrftrm». 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinaon,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Tufnell,  Lieut. -Col.  Edward 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,Rt.  Hn.  SirWilliamH. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Webb, Colonel  William  George 
WhiteleY,H(^4s^0H  und.Lyne 
Willoughby  de  Ereeby,  Loid 
Wilson,  John  (Glasqow) 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn  E.R.  (Ba 
Worsley-Taj  lor,Henry  Wilson 
Wrightson,Sir  Thomas 
Wyhe,  Alexander 
Yerburgh,  Robt.  Armstrong 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Alexander  A  eland  - 
Hood  and  Mr.  Ansturther. 


Allen,  Chas.  P.  (Glos. ,  Stroud) 

Anher,  Alexander 

Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 

At  herley- Jones,  L. 

Barlow,  John  Emmott 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Brigg,  John 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Brown,  George  M.  (Edinburgh 


NOES. 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Hyburn 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton.  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawlejr,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter  ^Lanark 
Cremer,  William  KandeA 


Crooks,  \Yrilliam 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Da  vies,  Alfied  (Carmarthen) 
Da  vies,  M.  Vaughan  (Cardigan 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Eli  bank,  Master  of 
Emmott ,  &&?«&. 
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Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmund 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  {Derby  Co. 
lioddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Grey,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  E.  {Berwick 
Gttrdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hardie,  J.  Keir  (Merthyr  Tyd 
Hiirmsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Harwood,  George 
Hayne, Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hayter,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Hope,  John  Deans  {Fife,  West) 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutchinson,  Dr.  Charles  Fredk. 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonsh.) 
Kearley.  Hudson  E. 
L«tbouchere,  Henry 
Langley,  Ratty 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Accrington, 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
LeVj,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herlien 
L'oyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Mappin,  Sir  Fredk.  Thorpe 


Markham,  Arthur  Ba^il 
Mellor,  Rt.  Hn.  JohnWilliam 
Middlemore,  Jn.Throgmorton 
Mitchell.Edw  {Fermanagh Ji.) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Nuasey,  Thomas  Willana 
Palmer.Sir  Charles  M  ( Durham 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Arthur 
ReiH  ,SirR.  Thresh  ie  {Dumfries 
Rickett,  J.  Co  i  npton 
Bigg*  Richard 
Roberts,  John  H.  {Denbigh*.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Runciman,  Walter 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  {Cleveland 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  {Stafford) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Sloan,   Thomas  Henry 
Soames,  Arthur  Welleeley 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spencer,Rt.  HnC.  R(Xor(hanis 


Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey.  Sir  Edward 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Badelif/n 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,Sir  A.  (Glamorgan.  E. 
Thomas,  David  Alf  red  (ifrrf  A  * 
Thomas,  F.  Freeman  -  ( Hastimi*  ► 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.fr.y 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Wallace,  Robert 
Warner    The*.  Conrtenay  I 
Wason,  Eugene  { f  'lackinan**** 
Wason,John  Cathcart  (ihrkn^ 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  ( York,  W.  R. 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifiix) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
William*,  O.   (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  Chas.  H.  (Jff«B,  JF.» 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (York,  W.  B.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mvf\ 
^yoodhou8e,SirJT(l^wrfr/m•V 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes  - 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  William  M' Arthur. 


Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 


LICENSING   ACTS  (SCOTLAND)   CON- 
SOLIDATION AND  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee), further  considered. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  j>age  37,  line  35,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  *  custody '  to  the  word  •  may '  in  line 
M."—(The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  38,  line  3,  after  the  word  4  manner  ' 
to  insert  the  w«»rds  4  or  while  drunk  uses  olwcene 
or  indecent  language  to  the  annoyance  of  any 
person.'  "—(The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  38,  line  14,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
uords  *  If  any  person  charged  with  an  offence 
under  this  sub-section  shall  have  been  taken 
into  custody  and  liberated  on  bail  or  pledge 
and  shall  fail  to  appear  at  the  calling  of  the 
case  at  the  first  Court  thereafter,  the  Court  may 
(save  as  otherwise  provided  by  or  under  any 
general  or  local  Police  Act  applying  to  a  burgh 
»s  aforesaid)  declare  such  bail  or  pledge  lo  be 
forfeited,  and  may  in  addition,  if  the  case  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Court  aha\\  so  require,  summon 
him  to  appear  before  the  Court  or  yyrawt  y»\\.tt*.wV 
for  his  apprehension.'  "—  (The  Lord  Advocate  v 


Question  proposed,  "  That  those  word* 
i  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 
said  he  was  afraid  that  in  some  cases 
a  little  favouritism  might  be  shown. 

*THE  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire)  assure 
the  hon.  Member  that  this  proposal  hal 
been  most  carefully  considered. 

Question  put,  and  agreea  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill- 


"  In  paye  38,  lines  26  and  27,  to  leave  os: 
the  words  4  public  conveyance  or  other,"  ac<J 

insert   the    words    'and     any.*" (7^    Lor 

Ad coca  tc.) 


5,V 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 
"In  page  38,  line  28,  after  the  won!  *  other 
wise  '  to  insert  the  words  '  and  any  public  a* 
veyance."'—  (The  Lord  A  ei  vacate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 
"  In  |««p  38,  lire  30,  at  end,  to  insert  tk 
words,  (5) '  For  the  purposes  of  this  section  tk 
expression  "  public  place  "  shall  include  the 
harbour  of  Glasgow,  the  expression  "pibfc 
cwiN<iN*N\W'  *l\*U  include  the  ferry  boat*  » 


**&**&.  V^   the  { Civ* 
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Navigation  Acts,  and  the  expression  "  maris-  i  section  be  deemed  to  have  been  made  on  the 

trate  '  shall  include  the  bailie,  depute  bailie,     first  day  of  January  nineteen  hundred  and 

and  .Judge  exercising  jurisdiction  in  the  Court  |  four.'  "— (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

of  the  bailie  of  the  River  and  Firth  of  Clyde.'"  j 

-(The  Lord  Advocate.)  Amendment  agreed  to. 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  39,  line  3,  after  the  word  'person' 
to  insert  the  word  'is.'  " — {The  Lord  Advocate,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  39,  line  4,  after  the  figures  '  1898 ' 
to  insert  the  word  '  and.'  "-{The  Lord 
Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  39,  line  31,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  before  the  sheriff.'  "—(Mr.  Caldwell.) 


I      Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 


"  In  page  43,  line  16,  to  leave  out  the  words 
nnually  bv  the  general  body  of  members,' 
and  insert  the  words  '  for  not  less  than  a  year 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  40,  line  27,  at  end,  to  add  the 
words,  '*  The  offence  under  this  section  of 
being  found  in  any  shebeen  drank  shall  be 
deemed  to  t>e  an  offence  mentioned  in  the  First 
Schedule  to  The  Inebriates  Act,  1898.'"— (The 
Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  40,  line  40,  at  end  of  clause  to 
insert  the  words  'unless  he  proves  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Court  that  such  liquor  was 
so  consumed  without  lis  knowledge  or  against 
his  consent.''— (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  42,  lines  18  and  19,  to  leave  out 
tbe  woros  'if  duly  authorised  by  the  police 
authority.' "— (Mr.  Caldwe/l.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  j»age  43,  line  11,  at  end,  to  add  the 
words,  ( t ) '  A  club  may  make  application  for  a 
certificate  of  registration  at  any  time  after 
the  thirtieth  day  of  Novemtor  nineteen  hundred 
and  three  and  before  the  commencement  of 
this  Act,  and  no  club  which  has  made  such 
application  shall  be  deemed  to  be  an  un- 
registered club  pending  the  final  decision  of 
the  sheriff  on  such  application,  and  any  appli- 
cation .so  made  shall  for  the  purposes  of  this 


by  the  general  body  of  members  and  subject 
in  whole  or  in  a  specified  proportion  to  annual 
re-election.'  '* — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  43,  line  35,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  '  be '  to  the  word  '  which '  in  line  38,  and 
insert  the  words  '  supplied  with  excisable 
liquor  in  the  club  premises  unless  on  the  invita- 
tion and  in  the  company  of  a  member  and  that 
the  member  shall,  upon  the  admission  of  such 
visitor  to  the  club  premises  or  immediately 
|  upon  his  being  supplied  with  such  liquor,  enter 
his  own  name  and  the  name  and  address  of  the 
visitor  in  a  book."' — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Question  proposed    "That  the   words 
i  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

I 

1      Mr.  CALDWELL  said  the  latter  part 

!  of  this  proposal  read — 

"And    that    the    member    shall,  upon  the 

admission  of  such  visitor  to  the  club  premises, 

i  or  immediately  upon  his  being  supplied  with 

feuch  liquor,  enter  his  own  name  and  the  name 

idr  


and  address  of  the  visitor  in  a  book." 

He  thought  that  was  going  a  little  too 
far,  because  it  meant  entering  the  name  in 
the  visitors'  book,  although  the  visitor 
might  be  going  in  only  temporarily. 
Then,  again,  the  liquor  was  to  be  supplied 
to  the  member  on  his  own  responsibility. 
The  requirement  was  that  if  the  name  had 
not  been  entered  in  the  book  they  were 
to  enter  it  in  some  other  book  immediately 
the  liquor  was  supplied.  He  thought 
that  was  an  unnecessary  restriction,  and 
no  practical  benefit  would  l>e  derived  from 
it.  They  were  already  taking  precautions 
that  the  liquor  was  only  to  be  supplied 
on  the  member's  own  responsibility,  and 
that  ought  to  be  sufficient  without  putting 
the  other  words  in.  Perhaps  the  Lorn 
Advocate  had  been  pressed  into  this 
proposal  without  considering  its  full  effect. 
He  suggested  that  the  words  torca.  *v  *- 
member  "  in  tta  \&\vA  Y\w*  \k>  \>&&  «^  ^ 
the  clauae  a\iOY)\3L  \»  \fcfo  sroX- 
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Mr.  HUNTER  CRAIG  (Lanarkshire, 
Govan)  thought  it  would  r>e  far  more 
sensible  to  alter  the  phrase  and  insert, 
"  or  immediately  before  being  supplied." 

Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  he 
could  not  accept  the  suggestions  which 
had  been  made. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

TJ  Question,  ••  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  46,  line  10,  after  the  word 
'consumption'  to  insert  the  words  'or  to  a 
person  holding  an  excise  licence  for  the  sale  of 
•such  liquor.' '  — {The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  48,  line  19,  to  leave  out  from  be- 
ginning of  line  to  the  word  'served/  in 
line  31,  and  insert  the  words  'a  complaint  for 
breach  of  certificate  shall  be.'"— {The  Lord 
Advocate ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  bill — 

"  In  page  48,  line  32,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'to  attend  the  hearing  of  such  complaint."' — 
\The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  48,  line  33,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'said  party,'  and  insert  the  words  'party 
complained  against.'  " — {The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  49,  line  6,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  'against,'  to  end  of  clause."— {The  Lord 
Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  49,  leave  out  Clause  92."  -{The 
Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill 


"In  page   50,  line  5,  aitet   tbe  word   'of,'  I      "In  page  51,  line  16,  at  end    to  in 
Bert  the  words  'other  proawiulor  or^\iiw\\>j\  v«w^¥\w'\^\\\%^inany  complaint 


acting  in  such  respective  Courts  or  in  the 
of  a  justice  of  the  peace  or  burgh  police 
at  the  instance/*' — {The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

"In  page  50,  line  7,  to  leave  out  the 
•  magistrates,'  and  insert  the  words  ' 
council. ' "—  ( The  Lord  A  drocate. ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

"  In  page  50,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  i 
'magistrates  as  the  case  may  be  shall, 
insert  the  words  'town  council,  as  the 
may  be,  may.'"— {The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill- 

"  In  page  50,  line  16,  to  leave  out  froi 
word  'taxed,*  to  the  word  'as,'  in  line  1" 
insert  the  words   'on   behalf   of  the  C< 
Council    or    Town    Council. '  "  —  ( The 
Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

"  In  page  50,  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  i 
'  also  the  execution  of  this  Act,'  and  inser 
words  'such  business.'  " — (The  Lord  Adro 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

'Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

"  In  page  50,  line  22,  to  leave  out  the 
'  burgh  and  insert  the  words  4  Royal  or  Pi 
mentary  burghs  having  a  separate  licei 
Court.'  "—{The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

'In  page  51,  line  5,  to  leave  out   thei 

'  may '  and  insert  the  word  *  shall.'" { Th€ 

Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

"In  page 51,  line  7,  to  leave  out  from  the^ 
'  determined/  to  the  word  4  and,*  in  line  & 
insert  the  words  '  under  the  provisions  d 
Summary  Jurisdiction  Acts.*  "  —{The  j 
Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 
Lge  51,  line  16,  at  end,  to  insert 
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under  this  Act,  the  description  of  any  offence 
against  this  Act  in  the  words  of  the  Act,  or  of 
any  certificate  granted  thereunder  shall  be 
r"— (The  Lord  Advocate.) 


sufficient  in  law. 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  51,  leave  out  Clause  95."— (The 
Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

"  In  page  51,  line  37,  to  leave  out  the  words 
«ftoll  house.' "— (The  Lard  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  52,  line  7,  to  leave  out  the  words 

*  toll  houses.' " — ( The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

''In  page  52,  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  words 

*  sixty     days/    and    insert    the    words  '  two 
months.'" — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  52,  line  33,  to  leave  out  the  words 
•sixty  days,'  and  insert  the  words  'two 
months.'  " — (7'Ac  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  Injpage  53,  line  23,  to  leave  out  the  words 

*  sixty    days,'     and     insert    the    words    '  two 
months.'  " — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  pige  54,  line  6,  at  beginning,  to  insert 
the  words,  'A  certified  extract  of.'" — (The 
Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  55,  line  17,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  « for,'  to  the  word  '  in,'  in  line  21,  and 
insert  the  words,  'any  offence  punishable  by 
fine  or  by  imprison  in  er.t  to  bring  the  case  by 
appeal  before  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary.'  " — 
{ The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

"  In  page  55,  line  38,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  '  clerk,'  to  the  word  '  a '  in  line  39,  and 


of 


insert    the    words,   'of    the    High    Court 
Justiciary.' M— (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  56,  line  9,  at  end  of  line  to  insert 
the  words,  '  or  with  the  right  of  appeal  under 
The  Summary  Prosecution*  Appeals  (Scotland) 
Act,  1875,  or  the  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act, 
1892.'"— (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

"  In  page  56,  line  27,  at  end,  to  add  the  <vords, 
'  And  nothing  in  this  Act  contained  shall  be 
read  as  limiting  any  power  to  mitigate  penalties 
contained  in  tne  Summary  Jurisdiction  Acts 
or  any  other  Act,  or  as  excluding  the  operation 
of  the  Fine  or  Imprisonment  (Scotland  and 
Ireland)  Act,  1899.'"—  (The  Lard  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRETTON  (Derbyshire,  S.)  moved 
an  Amendment  with  the  object  of  keep- 
ing open  for  discussion  the  question 
whether  the  licensing  authority  should 
have  the  option  of  allowing  certain 
licence-holders  to  keep  their  premises 
open  till  1 1  p.m.  or  whether  they  should 
come  within  the  provisions  of  the 
schedule.     He  moved. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  64,  line  12,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the 
words— 'Part  I.  Forms  of  certificate  applicable 
to  all  counties  and  districts  and  to  all  burghs 
not  specified  in  Part  II.' "— {Mr.  Grctton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 


♦Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  this 
Amendment  raised  a  question  of  very 
great  importance,  and  he  thought  it 
would  be  necessary  to  explain  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Government  upon  it.  It 
might  conduce  to  clearness  if  he  reminded 
the  House  what  the  law  was  before  this 
B.ll  was  introduced.  First  of  all  he 
would  remind  hon.  Members  that  in 
Scotland  there  were  three  forms  of  cer- 
tificate— one  applicable  to  hotels,  another 
applicable  to  public-houses,  and  the  third 
applicable  to  grocers.  In  all  these  forms 
of  certificate  the  hour  of  opening  was 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning.  In  the  law 
as  settled  by  the  Home  Drummond  Act 
and  earlier  Acts  the\\o\«  o^^i\xv%\sv  ^ 
of  themwaa  fcVevfciv  q&c*^  *\to\*^v^  ^ 
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special  power  of  the  licensing  authority  ; 
which  then  existed  in  certain  districts  to 
close  at  an  earlier  hour,  but  not  earlier 
than  nine.  In  1887  an  Act  was  passed  i 
which  altered  the  form  of  certificate  so  far  I 
as  the  evening  was  concerned,  and  made  ! 
the  hour  optional,  according  to  the  view 
of  the  licensing  authority,  between  ten 
and  eleven.  That  was  to  say,  they  could 
not  close  sooner  than  ten,  and  they  could 
not  k»ep  open  later  than  eleven.  But  that 
Act,  which  altered  the  form  of  certificate 
in  this  way,  did  not  apply  to  certain  large  ! 
burghs.  It  applied  to  all  except  the 
exempted  burghs  which  had  a  popula- 
tion of  over  5U,000.  That  was  how  the  ; 
law  stood,  and  in  this  Bill  as  introduced 
by  the  Government  it  was  not  proposed 
to  make  any  change  either  in  the  hours 
of  opening  or  closing.  But  the  Govern- 
ment were  confronted  with  a  series  of 
Amendments  in  different  Members'  names 
which  related  to  one  end  of  the  day  and 
the  other.  That  was  to  say,  there  was  an 
Amendment  which  proposed  that  in  the 
morning,  in  the  option  of  the  licensing 
authority,  the  opening  hour  should  be  as  | 
late  as  ten  o'clock,  and  with  regard  to  the 
evening  there  were  Amendments  which 
proposed  that  there  should  be  no  distinc- 
tion in  future  between  the  seven  large 
towns  and  the  rest  of  Scotland.  There 
was  indeed  one  Amendment  which  would 
have  given  absolute  power  to  the  magis- 
trates without  indicating  any  hours  at  all. 
The  matter  was  mooted  in  Committee  by 
an  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Kincardineshire,  which  in  the  form  of  a 
by-law  proposed  to  give  absolute  discretion 
at  both  ends  to  the  Licensing  Court.  He 
took  exception  upon  a  point  of  order  to 
that  Amendment  and  held  that  it  could 
not  be  done  in  the  form  of  a  by-law,  and 
that  it  must  be  done  on  the  certificate. 
A  discussion  arose,  and  he  took  occasion 
at  that  time  to  say  that  he  had  made  up 
his  mind  to  accept  an  Amendment  which 
put  the  large  towns  in  the  same  position 
as  the  smaller  towns.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  the  Dumfries 
Burghs  said  that  in  view  of  that  posi- 
tion which  he  had  indicated,  it  was  hardly 
necessary  to  press  the  Amendment  then 
before  the  Committee,  and  the  matter  was 
allowed  to  drop.  Of  course  in  making 
the  announcement  he  naturally  disclosed 
what  he  considered  to  be  the  whole  posi- 
tion and  policy  oi  the  GtovetameYvX,,  Yvwt, 
notwithstanding  that  concession,  Y\e  vj* 
Mr.  A.  ttrafoim  Mimai/. 


confronted  at  a  later  stage  of  the  Bill  try 
an  Amendment,  by  way  of  a  new  clause 
amending  the  schedule,  which,  of  course, 
was  quite  in  order.      By  that  Amendment 

1  the  morning  hours  were  also  altered,  acd 

!  it  was  made  optional  not  to  open  till  ten 
Be  resisted  that  Amendment,  but  wa* 
beaten  in  the  division  which  ensued.  He 
thought  he  might,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  claim  that  that  absolved  him 
from  his  promise  to  make  a  concession  oa 
the  matter  later  on,  but  he  did  not  do  so. 

!  Now  he  was  again  confronted  with  certain 
Amendments  which  raised  the  whole 
question,  and  he  need  scarcely  say  that  it 

;  had  been  a  matter  of  grave  consideraboQ 
what  he  should  do.  tie  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  only  proper  course  for 
him  to  take  was  to  stick  to  the  policy  c* 
the  Government  which  he  indicated  in 
Committee.  He  proposed  to  resist  tk 
present  Amendment,  making  a  distinct** 
between  the  large  towns  and  the  small 
towns  and  to  restore  the  hour  in  the 
morning.  He  thought  it  must  be  obnoos 
that   the   conditions    of    life    were  quite 

I  different  in  the  large  towns  as  compared 

.  with  the  small  towns.  He  was  confronted 
with  the  fact  that  certainly  one  of  the 
large  towns — Edinburgh — had  not  shown 
any  anxiety,  through  its  municipality,  u> 
have  a  change ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  municipalities  of  the  other  large  towib 
had  shown  a  desire  to  have  no  distinction 
made.  But  inasmuch  as,  after  all,  uV 
power  was  only  optional,  and  if  ik 
magistrates  chose  they  could  still  keept-> 
11    o'clock   as   the    hour    of   closing,  » 

i  there  was  a  special  power  of  closing  is 
special  districts,  and  as  there  were  w 
good  grounds  for  making  a  distinction 
between  Edinburgh  and  the  other  htf 
towns,  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  thi 
it  was  his  duty,  on  behalf  of  the  Govm- 

I  ment,  to  resist  the  present  Amendment. 

;  Sir  ROBERT  REID  (Dumfries  Burcfas- 
said  he  thought  the  Lord    Advocate  wi* 

|  perfectly  right  in  resisting  this  Amenc 
ment,  the  effect  ot  that  resistance  beinii  t* 
preserve  uniformity  of  treatment  betw«*a 

!  the  large  and  the  small  burghs. 

I  *Sir  LEWIS  MclVER  (Edinburgh,  *-» 
i  said  that  after  what  had  fallen  from  & 
,  Lord  Advocate  it  was  quite  obvious  thai 
I  it  would  be  a  waste  of  the  time  of  tk 
\  Wwv&fc  to  \*ress  the  matter  much  furthtf 
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of  the  Government,  as  represented  by  the  | 
Lord  Advocate,  was  a  very  remarkable  ! 
departure  from  what  had  been  the  policy  j 
of  the  Government  a  very  short  time  ago.  ! 
It  adopted  the  principle  which  had  been  j 
rejected  by  Parliament  definitely  on  one  j 
occasion ;  and  it  was  not  included  in  the  j 
recommendations  of  the  Majority  Report  j 
of  the  Royal  Commission.  It  was  not  fair 
to  those  who  represented  the  great  cities  ■ 
of  Scotland  that  they  were  about  to  be 
treated  as  no  other  great  cities  in  the 
United    Kingdom     had     hitherto    been 
treated,  and  that  the  Government  should 
have  departed  from  the  policy  which  they 
announced  last  year.     Although  he  had 
put  down  a  consequential  Amendment  to 
exempt  the  city,  a  portion  of  which  he 
represented,  he  strongly  urged  his  hon. 
friend  not  to  press  the  matter  further. 


♦Sir  ANDREW  AGNEW  (Edinburgh,  i 
S. )  said  that  there  was  a  very  great  dis-  ; 
tinction  in  the  habits  of  the  people  in  the  ' 
large  towns  and  the  small  towns.  In 
the  small  towns  and  country  districts  | 
circumstances  varied  a  great  deal.  It , 
^vas,  therefore,  quite  fair  that  there  ] 
should  be  a  discretion  on  the  part  of  | 
the  magistrates.  In  some  places  there  i 
would  be  no  object  in  keeping  open  ; 
public-houses  after  ten  o'clock,  because  j 
little  or  no  business  would  be  done,  j 
and  what  business  was  done  was  such 
as  they  all  wished  to  prevent.  But, 
in  the  case  of  big  towns,  it  was  perfectly  , 
different.  The  city,  part  of  which  he  ! 
had  the  honour  to  represent,  did  not  wish 
to  see  any  change  made  in  the  law  as  it 
jitood  at  present.  They  knew  that 
theatres  in  large  towns  all  closed  after 
ten  o'clock,  and  it  would  be  very  unfair 
that  people  on  coming  out  of  them  should 
not  be  able  to  get  any  refreshments  before 
they  went  home.  It  was  said  that  in 
this  case  there  was  a  discretion,  and 
that  it  was  optional  whether  the  public- 
houses  should  be  closed  at  ten  o'clock. 
That  was  exactly  what  he  objected  to. 
When  all  the  conditions  were  perfectly 
well  known,  he  thought  it  would  be  much 
better  that  the  Legislature  should  settle 
what  the  hours  of  opening  and  closing 
should  be.  If  there  was  a  difference 
between  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  it 
would  not  be  because  the  circumstances 
of  the  two  cities  were  different,  but 
be^au^e  the  magistrates  in  each  took  a 
-different  view  on  the  temperance  ques- 


tion.    He  did  not  think  that  was  fair 
either  to  the  trade  or  to  the  public. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  said  that  when  the 
Burgh  Police  Bill  went  originally  through 
the  House  of  Commons,  both  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  House  unanimously  put 
the  whole  of  the  burghs  in  Scotland  on 
one  footing.  It  was  in  the  House  of 
Lords  that  the  difference  was  brought 
in,  and  rather  than  lose  the  Bill  the 
Commons  accepted  the  Lords'  Amend- 
ment. Ever  since  then  it  was  found  in 
the  case  of  the  small  burghs  a  great 
advantage  to  have  an  optional  power  of 
closing  early ;  and  there  was  not  a 
burgh  in  Scotland  which  would  wish  to 
go  back  to  eleven  o'clock  closing.  All 
the  large  burghs,  with  the  exception 
of  Edinburgh,  had  asked  to  have  the 
optional  power  to  close  at  ten  o'clock. 
If  Edinburgh  did  not  wish  to  exercise 
the  option,  Edinburgh  could  remain 
open  till  eleven  o'clock. 

Sir  CHARLES  RENSHAW  (Renfrew- 
shire,  W.)  said  he  was  not  sure  that  his 
hon,  friend  who  represented  Edinburgh 
West,  represented  the  views  of  the  larger 
burghs  in  Scotland  on  this  matter.  r?o 
doubt  in  the  case  of  Edinburgh  there 
was  something  in  the  argument  which 
his  hon.  friend  had  placed  before  the 
House;  but  so  far  as  he  understood  tlie 
position  of  the  six  larger  burghs,  he 
believed  that  Aberdeen  had  already,  by 
voluntary  agreement,  fixed  ten  o'clock 
as  the  hour  of  closing  ;  while  in  the  case 
of  Greenock  ten  o'clock  had  been  fixed 
on  all  days  of  the  week  except  Saturday. 
He  understood  that  Glasgow  had  asked 
with  a  very  loud  voice  that  this  very 
great  benefit  of  an  optional  power  of 
closing  at  ten  o'clock  should  be  given  to 
it.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
House  ought  to  have  no  hesitation  in 
supporting  the  Government  in  this 
matter. 

Mr.  GRETTON  said  that  after  the 
discussion  which  had  taken  place  he 
would  withdraw  his  Amendment. 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


•     Mr.  EUGENE  WASON  (Clackmannan. 
1  and    Kinross)   said    vXvwX  <ycv  V  \\^  ^ 
1  his   \um.  imnd  Wv*  \Wsft**  V*t  ^^ 
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Cardineshire  lie  wished  to  a  mend  Schedule 
6  by  providing  that  the  licence  holder 
should  not  himself  be,  or  permit  any 
of  his  servants  to  be,  in  a  state  of 
intoxication  on  the  premises. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  65,  line  5,  after  the  word,  c pre- 
mises/ to  insert  the  words  '  and  do  not  him- 
self be,  or  permit  any  of  his  servants  to  be,  in 
a  state  of  intoxication  on  the  premises.'"— 
(Mr.  Eugene  JVason.) 


*  Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  he 
would  accept  the  Amendment  if  the 
hon.  Member  would  agree  to  omit  the 
words  "or  permit  any  of  his  servants 
to  be.M 

Mr.  EUGENE  WASON  said  he  ac- 
cepted the  suggestion. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BLACK  (Banffshire)  said  that  on 
behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Kincardine- 
shire he  wished  to  move  to  amend  the 
schedule  by  lea  vingout  "14  "and  inserting 
"  16,"  the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  raise 
the  age  to  sixteen,  below  which  it  would  be 
incompetent  for  any  licence-holder  to 
supply  liquor  to  children.  This  was  in 
accordance  with  the  unanimous  recom- 
mendations of  the  Royal  Commission, 
and  with,  he  believed,  the  practice  and 
law  in  England.  To  show  the  views  of 
the  trade,  Mr.  Robertson,  Wine  and 
Spirit  Merchant,  Edinburgh,  in  his 
evidence  before  the  Royal  Commission 
went  the  length  of  saying  that  if  a  boy 
under  eighteen  came  into  his  shop  and 
asked  for  a  glass  of  beer  he  would  recom- 
mend him  to  take  a  cup  of  tea  or  coffee. 
He  begged  to  move. 


{COMMONS}  Consolidation  and  Amendt.  Bill  15$ 
Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 


"  In  page  05,  line  8,  to  leave  out  the  wl 
'fourteen,  and  insert  the  word  *  sixteen.'  "- 
(Mr.  Black.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
4  fourteen '  stand  part  of  the  BilL" 

*  Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  ntd 
that  this  Amendment  would  be  quitt 
inconsistent  with  Clauses  57  and  & 
Clause  58  was  the  "  Child  Messenger* 
Bill "  engrafted  on  to  this  BilL  Gboi 
57  was  quite  different.  It  said  that  tk 
licence-holder  was  not  to  give  spirit!  to 
any  voung  person  under  sixteen  yeirsd 
age  for  consumption  on  the  premises.  Bi 
might  give  the  young  person  beer  <r 
spirits  as  a  messenger  if  the  messenger 
was  not  under  fourteen  years  of  age.  If 
the  hon.  Member's  clause  were  carried  ii 
would  be  a  breach  of  certificate  to  gro 
any  excisable  liquor  to  a  messenger  or 
anybody  else.  He  saw  no  reason  to  d» 
that  after  only  one  year's  experience  d 
that  Act. 

Sir  ROBERT  REID  said  the  Amend- 
ment might  be  inconsistent  with,  and  J* 
not  be  repugnant  to,  a  provision  of  tfc 
Bill.  The  child  messenger  was  only  partof 
the  whole.  Scotland,  in  these  matta* 
had  always  been  in  advance  of  England, 
but  in  this  case  she  was  behind.  Taat  in 
itself  was  a  sufficient  reason  for  thi> 
Amendment,  and 
hearty  support.- 


he     would    give  h* 


Sir.  J.  FERGUSSON(Manchester,Xi) 
said  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  more  objectiofr 
able  to  send  a  girl  of  sixteen  to  a  puhik* 
house  as  a  messenger  than  a  child  <*' 
fourteen. 

Question*  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  200 ;  Xo& 
93.     (Division  List  No.  182.) 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Allhusen,  Aug.  Henry  Eden 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  8ir  William 
Aubrey- Fletcher,  Rt.  Hn.SirH. 
Bailey,  James  {Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Ifciird,  John  George  Alexander 
B  ilcarres,  Lord 
Mr.  Etifjeve  TVason. 


AYES. 

Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (ManW 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  [Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (ChrUtch 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Beach,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  Hieks 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  0. 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
i  Bowles, T.  (jihfion  (Ly?itt  Regis) 


Butcher.  John  George 
Carapbell,Rt.  Hn.  J.  A[GIaq# 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H- 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derb^ 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William  . 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil   Lord  Hugh  (GrttnmA 
Chamberlain.  Rt  Hon  J  [Bif 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hn.  J  A  ( Wen 
Chainberlayne.T.  (Souths ' 
Chapman,  Edward 
Qkvmn^ton,  Spencer 


< 
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I       Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clare,  Octaviua  Leigh 

1       Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 

1       Colling*,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 

Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  At  hole 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 

|       Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross  ley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 

►      Davenport,  William  Bromley 

i      Denny,  Colonel 

Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 
Dewar,  Sir  T.  R.(2V.  HamVts 

'       Dickson,  Charles  Scott 

i       Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 

I      Doogan,  P.  C. 

Dorington,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  E. 

Doughty,  George 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 

i      Duke,  Henry  Edward 

Durning-Lawrence   Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fa/ber,  E.  B.  {Hants,  W.) 
Faber,  George  Denison  (Tori) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fergusson,  Rt.  Hn.Sir  J.(iJfanV 
Finch,  Rt.  Hn.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edw.  Algernon 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower/ Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbs,  Hn.  Vicary  (St.  Albans 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gordon,  Hn  J  E{Elginand  Nairn 
Gore,HnG.R.C.Ormsby-(5^op 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen, Hon. George  Joachim 
Greene,  Henry  D.  {Shrewsbury 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-  (Combs 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hall.  Edward  Marshall 
Hamiltou.R  tHnLordG.  (Mid'x 
Hamilton,  Marq.  of  (Londondy 
Hardy,  Laurence  (Kent,Ashfd 


Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Heath,  Arthur  H.  (Hanley) 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Sir  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge,  Sir  Robert  V. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hobhouse,  RtHnH  (Somrst  E 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard,  Jno  (Kent,  Faver'hm 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jessel, Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Kenyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  (Denbigh 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lambton,  Hon.  Fredk.  Wm. 
Law,  Andiew  Bonar  {Glasgow) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool 
L&wson,JohnGrnut(Yorks,NR 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leveson-Gower,  Frederick  N.S 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Bristol,  S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowtlier,  C.  (Cumb.  EshdaU) 
Lucas,  Reg'ld  J-  (Portsmouth) 
Lundon,  W. 
Lyttelton.  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Macon  ochie,  A.  W. 
M'lv  er,SirLevriB(Edinburyh  W 
M'Killop,  Jas.  (Stirlingshire) 
M'Killop  W.  (Sligo  North) 
Majendie.  James  A.  H. 
Massey- Main  waring,  Hn.  W.F. 
Maxwell,RtHnSirHE(  Wigt'n) 
Melville,  Bereeford  Valentine 
Mil  vain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  William  (Burnley) 
Moiesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Mont  agu,  Hon.  J.  Scott(  Hants. ) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'tKsh.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  A  rthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robt.  Gray  C. 
Murray, Kt.HnAGraham(JWe 
Murray,  Chas.  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  S.) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 


O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  Jas.  (WlcHow,  W.) 
O'Malley,  William 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 

Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies.  John  S. 
Reddy,  M. 

Remnant,  James  Farquharaon- 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Ridley,  S.  F.  (Beihnal  Green) 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Rutherford,  John  ( Lancashire) 
Rutherford  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Seely,Maj.  J.  E.B.(IsleofWight 
Seton-Karr,  Sir  Henry 
Shaw-Stewart, M.  H.. (Renfrew 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Sii)ith,James  Parker  (Lanarks 
Smith,  Hn.W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  Jn.  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stroyan,  John 

Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
T8lbot,Rt.Hn.J.G(tef'rf  Univ 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Tollemaohe  Henry  James 
Tufnell,  Lieut.-Col.  Edward 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,Rt.  Hn.  SirWilliamH 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Whiteley,H.  (Ashton  und.  Lyne 
WilliamsRtHnJPowell-(l*trw 
Willoughby  de  Ere?by,  Lord 
Wilson,A. Star. ley  ( York,  E.R. 
Wodehouse,  Rt.  Hn.  E.R.  (Bath 
Worsley-Tay  lor,  Henry  Wilson 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart 
Terburgh,  Robt.  Armstrong 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Fellowes. 


NOES. 


Allen,Charles  P(  Glouc.  ,S(roud 
Asher,  Alexander 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Asquith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbt.  Hy. 
B  irlow,  John  Emmott 
Bai-ran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Bi^nold,  Arthur 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Brigg,  John 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brown,  George  M.  (Edinburgh 
Biyce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
Burt,  Thomas 


Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasg.) 
Craig,  Robert  H unter (Lanark) 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Davies,  M.  Vaughan  (Cardigan 
Duncan  J.  Hastings 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Evans,  Saml.  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Fenwick,  Charles 


Gladstone,RtHn.  HerbertJohn 
Goddard,  Daniel  ford 
Grey,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  E.  (Berwick 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hardie,  J.  Keir(  Merthyr  Tydvtt 
Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Hayter,  Rt  Hon  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Hutchinson, Dr.  Charles  Fredk 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  William  (CV/rttwvon&K. 
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Layland-Barratt,  Francii 
Leese,  Sir  Joe.  P.  (Aceringion) 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Mansfield,  Horace  Bendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mitchell,  Ed  w.  ( Fermanagh, X. 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  {Carmarthen 
Newnea,  Sir  George 
Nuaaey,  Thomas  Willaos 
O'Shaughneasy,  P.  J. 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Price,  Robert  John 
Reid,SirR  Threshie(Z>>/m/rww) 
Rigg,  BioEard 
Roberta,  John  H.  {Denbigh*.) 


Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland 
Shackle  ton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Sloan.   Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  H.  C{Xorth'mb  Tyneside 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Spencer,  RtHnC.  R.(Xorthant9 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radclifft 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan ,E. 
Thomas,  David  Alfred(3/er/  hyr 
Thomas,  F.  Freeman  (Hasti  ngs 
Tomkingon,  James 


Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Wallace,  Hobert 
Warner   Thos.  ConrtensT' 
Wason,John  Catbcart  Utrkh 
Weir,  James  Gal  Iowa  v 
Whitlev,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (  York,  W. 
Wilson,  John  {Durham,  Mi 
Wilson,  Johu  (Glasgotr) 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 


Tellers  for  the  Noes 
Mr.  Black  and  \ 
Eugene  Wason. 


*  Mr.  A.  6BAHAM  MURRAY  said 
in  Committee  an  Amendment  was  carried 
against  him  fixing  the  hour  for  the  open- 
ing of  licensed  premises  at  ten  o'clock  in 
the  morning.  He  desired  to  move  an 
Amendment  which  stood  on  the  Paper  in 
the  name  of  the  Member  for  South-West 
Manchester,  re-establishing  the  present 
hour  of  opening  at  eight  o'clock,  and 
thereby  providing  a  uniform  hour  for  the 
premises  of  both  publicans  and  grocers. 
He  thought  to  delay  the  hour  of  opening 
for  grocers  until  ten  in  the  morning  would 
be  very  prejudicial  to  the  grocery  trade, 
and  it  was  impossible  to  make  a  dis- 
tinction between  the  grocery  business  and 
the  sale  of  excisable  liquors  on  the  same 
premises.     He  begged  to  move — 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  65,  line  12,  leave  out  the  words 
'  such  hour '  and  insert  the  woids  4  eight  of  the 
clock.'" — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 


licensed  houses  were  open  he  i 
subjected  to  the  great  temptation 
drink  under  the  worst  conditions — nam* 
on  an  empty  stomach.  He  would 
glad  to  accept  as  a  compromise  i 
Amendment  which  appeared  a  lii 
lower  down  in  the  name  of  the  L 
Advocate  to  make  the  hour  nine,  but 
could  not  support  this  Amendme 
The  great  majority  of   Scottish  Memb 

I  were  in  favour  of  restricting  the  h< 
to  ten  o'clock  and  he  hoped  the  Ho 

I  would  reject  this  Amendment. 

Sir  ROBERT  REID  said  he  heart 
agreed  with  the  Member  who  had  j 
sat  down,  and  hoped  the  House  wo 
take  the  same  view.  The  Lord  Advoc 
!  himself  had  put  down  an  Amendra 
to  fix  the  hour  of  opening  at  nine  o'clo 
He  thought  that  might  be  accepted  a 
compromise. 


Question   proposed,   "  That  the  words 
'  such  hour  ?  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Colonel  DENNY  (Kilmarnock 
Burghs)  said  he  rose  with  some  diffidence 
to  oppose  the  Amendment.  He  could 
not  overlook  the  fact  that  very  cogent 
reasons  were  given  in  Committee  for  the 
hour  being  changed,  and  the  hour  was 
changed  by  a  vote  of  twenty-two  to  nine, 
the  majority  not  being  confined  to  one 
side  of  the  House.  He  some  two  years  ! 
ago,  had  brought  in  a  Bill  to  restrict  the 
hour  of  opening  to  ten  o'clock,  and  on 
that  occasion  had  gone  into  the  whole 
question.  If  a  workman  was  late  at  his 
work  and  was  stopped  off  till  after 
breakfast,  he  could  not  go  home  because 
his  home  was  not  ready  ior  \i\u\,  axt&  \\ 


Sir  J.  STIRLING-MAXWELL  (Gl 
gow,  College)  said  if  he  understood  i 
schedule  rightly  a  grocer  was  at  liberty 
open  his  premises  at  any  hour  he  lil 
except  for  the  sale  of  excisable  liquc 
He  thought  the  House  ought  to  give! 
Lord  Advocate  the  opportunity 
moving  his  own  Amendment  bv  defc 
ing  his  present  proposal. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON,  who  also  < 
posed  the  Amendment,  stated  that 
was  much  impressed  when  sitting  on  t 
Commission  on  Grocers'  Licences  byt 
evidence  given  by  chief  constaUes  * 
others  that  workmen  were  temp 
before  breakfast  to  indulge  in  the  r, 
spirits  sold  by  some  houses.  That  f 
\jww«k  \*W  U\*   Commission,    ft 
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temptation   would   be    removed   if    the 
hour  of  opening  was  fixed  at  ten  o'clock. 

Mr.  PARKER  SMITH  (Lanark- 
shire, Partick)  regretted  that  the  Lord 
Advocate  should  have  given  up  his  own 
Amendment  and  moved  that  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  South- West  Manchester. 
The  Bill  as  it  stood  made  the  hour  ten 
o'clock.  If  that  was  going  too  far  the 
Amendment  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Advocate  would  surely  meet  the  case. 
By  nine  o'clock  a  man's  home  was  ready 
for  him,  and  the  mischief  of  a  man  who 
was  shut  out  from  work  going  to  gee 
drink  because  no  other  place  was 
Open  was  avoided.  The  burden  on  the 
grocers  was  comparatively  light,  as  they 
could  keep  their  shops  open  from  eight 
to  nine  o'clock  and  do  everything  except 
sell  excisable  liquors  during  that  hour. 
This  was  a  matter  in  which  Scotch 
opinion  ought  to  be  respected,  and  he 
hoped  the  Lord  Advocate  would  abstain 
from  appointing  Government  tellers  in 
the  division,  so  that  Members  could  vote 
without  consideration  of  Party. 


♦Sir    ANDREW    AGNEW 
that    the    feeling   in  Scotland 


thought 
not 


was 


nearly  so  strong  as  the  hon.  Member 
for  Partick  assumed.  He  should  cer- 
tainly vote  for  the  Amendment.  Ten 
o'clock  would  be  an  absurdly  late  hour 
to  fix ;  nine  o'clock  was  preferable  to 
ten  ;  but  the  present  hour  of  eight  o'clock 
was  better  still,  and  no  good  reason  had 
been  given  why  it  should  be  changed. 
Two  hundred  years  ago  beer  was  univers- 
ally drunk  for  breakfast,  and  he  failed  to 
see  why  it  should  be  a  crime  to  take  a 
glass  for  breakfast  now. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 
joint*!  in  the  appeal  to  the  Lord  Advocate 
to  allow  the  question  to  be  voted  on 
freely.  It  was  really  a  question  of 
whether  or  not  the  Scotch  people  were 
to  be  trusted  in  this  matter.  By  leaving 
Members  free  to  vote  according  to  their 
conviction  the  wishes  of  the  Scotch 
people  would  be  consulted,  and  he  assured 
the  Lord  Advocate  that  the  adoption  of 
any  other  course  would  not  facilitate  the 
progress  of  the  Bill. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  107 ;  Noes 
168.     (Division  List  No.  183.) 


Allen,  Chas.  P.  (Qlos.,  Stroud) 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Asher,  Alexander 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Eomsey 
Birlow,  John  EmmoU 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Bayley,  Thomas  {Derbyshire) 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Black,  Alexander  William 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Brigg,  John 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brown,  George  M.  (Edinburgh) 
Bryce,  Right  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Caldwell.  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
Campbell,  Rt.Hn.  J.  A.  (Glasg.) 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Channing,  Francis  AUston 
Corbet t,  A.  Cameron  (Glasg.) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter  (Lanark 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Alfred  <  Carmarthen) 
Pavies,M.  Vaughan  -(Cardigan 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 

*  Dunn,  Sir  William 

j  Edwards,  Frank 
Elibank,  Master  of 

»      VOL.  CXXV. 


AYES. 

Emmott,  Alfred 
Evans,  Saml.  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. ) 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Gordon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Riohard  B. 
Hardie,  J.  Keir(Merthyr  Tydvil 
Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Harwood,  George 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  Georee 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Hope,  John  Deans  (life,  West) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kenyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  (Denbigh 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 
Layland-Barratt.  Francis 
Leveson-Gower,  FrederickN.  S. 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lundon,  W. 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
MTKillop,  Jas.  (Stirlingshire) 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mitchell,  Ed  w.  (FermanaghM. 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,  J. Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Nussey,  Thorns*  WHlans 
Orr-Ewmg,  Charles  Lvnda&y 

[Fourth  Series.]  3  G 


Partington,  Oswald 
Pemberton,  John  S.  O. 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 

Reid,  SirR.  Threshie(Z)i/m/m5) 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Rigg,  Richard 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Staford) 
Shaw-Stewart,M.H.(ikn/reu7) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  James  Parker(Zanar£r. 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
TalboMU.  Hn.  J.  G.  (Oxfd  Unw 
Taylor,Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas, Sir  A.  (Glamorgan  ,E. ) 
Thomas,DavidAlfred  (Merthyr 
Thomson,  F.  W. (York,  W.  B.) 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Tomkinscn,  Jame-s 
Toulmin,  George 
x  Ws^\\,¥*vi«^%VC\oxVTO».ttf*tt^ 


1527     Licensing  Ads  (Scotland)      {COMMONS}  Consolidation  and  Amendt.  Bill 


Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
WMttaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  Oamoud(Merioneth) 


Wilion,  H.  J.  (York,  W.  E.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 


Tellers  for  the  A 
Sir  James  Fergoser 
Colonel  I>enny. 


NOES. 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Afihuaen,  Aug.  Henry  Eden 
Anson,  Sir  W  llliam  Reynell 
Anstrnther,  H.  T. 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Aubrey-Fletcher,Rt.Hn.SirH. 
llailry,  James  ( Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Ba)four,Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (Manch'r 
Ralfour,RtHnGeraldW.(Xeerf» 
Balfour,  Kenneth  JL(Christch. 
Ba  •bury, Sir  Frederick  George 
Beach,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  Hicks 
iientinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Jihownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Hen  17 
Bond,  Edward 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lora  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt  Hon  J  (Birm 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hn.J  A  (Wore 
Chamberlayne,  T.  (Southmptn 
Chapman,  Ed  *  aid 
Charrington.  Spencer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Tho«».  H.  A.  E. 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Col  lings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
ColombjSirJohnCharles  Ready 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  A  thole 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Cranborne.  Viscount 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 
De  war,SirT.  K.  ( Tower  Ha  mlets) 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Durninc-Lawrenoe   Sir  Edwin 
Elliot, Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Taber,  E.  B.  (Hants,  W.) 
Fa  her,  George  Denison  (York) 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  Goorge  H. 
Fin  lay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edw.  Algernon 


Flannery,  Sir  Forteacue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foraier,  Henry  William 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbfi,  Hn.  Vioary  {St.  Albans 
Gordon  Jfaj  Eyani  (Tr.  Emits 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Gos)chen,Hon.  George  Joachim 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond   yCambs 
Qrenfell,  William  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Hamilton,  Rt  Hn  hd.G.(Midx 
Hamilton,  Marq.  of  (Londondy 
Hardy,  Laurence  (Kent,A8hfd 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Heath,  Arthur  H.  (Hanley) 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hermon-Hodge.  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hobhouse,  RtHnH  {Somret  E 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Win.  Henry 
Hoult,  Joseph 
Houston,  Robert  Pate*\«on 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jessel, Captain  Herbert  Aferton 
Kilbride,  Denis 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool 
Lawson,  J  ohnGran  t(  YorkaN.R 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long.Kt.  Hn.  Walter  (Bristol, S 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas,  Reginald  J.  (Portsmouth 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
yVlveT,S\rLewi*(E<linburgh  W 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Maxwell,  RtHnSirHE(  Wigfn 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Mite)  ell,  William  (Bundey) 
Moleeworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 


Montagu,  Hon.  J.  Scott  (i 
Morgan,Hn.  Fred.  (Mon* 
Morrell,  George  Herber 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Ayl 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  G 
Murray,HtUnA.Grahan 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham 
Nicholson,  Wilfiani  Gn 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth, 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  ('lipperw 
O'Dowd,  John 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisb* 
Peel,Hn  W  ni  .Robert  We 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pretyman,  Ernest  Georj 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Remnant,  James  Farqul 
Ridley,S.  Yi>rte(  Bet  Anal 
Ritchie,  Kt.  Hn.  C.  The 
Roberto,  Samuel  (Shtke 
Robertson,  Herbeit  (Ha 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  I 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  Jam 
Royds,  Clement  Molyne 
Rutherford,  John  (Lane 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  [Lin 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Sto 
Samuel,  Harry  S  (Litnc 
Sandys,  L,t.-Col.  Thos. 
Seton-Karr,  Sir  Henry 
Sinclair.  Louis  (Horn fort 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
S  troy  an,  John 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  B 
Taltiot,  Lord  E.  (Chicha 
Tollemache,  Henry  Jan 
Tomlmson,  Sir  Wm.  Ed 
Tufnell,  Lient.-Col.  Ec 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,Rt.  Hn.SirW 
\\ebb,Colonel  William C. 
JV  hiteley,H.04*A/on  unc 
\\i  ]iam8,RtHnJPoweU 
\\  illoughby  de  Eresbv,  3 
\\  llson,  A.  Stanley  ( York, 
\\  odehouse,  Rt.  Hn.  E.R. 
Wore  ey-Taylor,HenrvV 
VWtley ,Rt.Hon.C.&S 
Yerbnrgrh,  fcobt.  An* 

Tellers  for  the  X< 
Sir  Alexander  A< 
Hood  and  Mr.  Feilo 


Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words    clock,  further  consideration    of  the 

.be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill."  as  araended  (in  the  Standing  Conuuii 

And,  it  being  ha\i-past  se\eiY  ol  W  %\^^\*\«\\^t.\tt  this  Evening's  Sit 
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of  Commons  would   only  be  doing  its 
duty  by  rejecting  it. 


Sir  ROBERT  REID  said  there  was 
not  much  use  in    prolonging  this  dis- 


EVENING  SITTING. 

LICENSING    ACTS     (SCOTLAND)    CON- 
SOLIDATION AND  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

As  amended  (by  the   Standing  Com-  __         w  -  _        -    - 

mittee),  further  considered.  I  CU8si°n-    H°n-    Members  opposite  were 

|  fully  aware  of  the  fact  that   they  were 

Proceedings  resumed  on  Amendment  I  masters  of  the  situation.  The  opinion 
proposal  to  the  Bill.  j  expressed    by    Scottish    Members    had 

,.T  „.    ..       .^    .     ..        ,         ,      been   overruled   by    people   who    knew 

'In  page    6o,  line    12,  in  hen    of   words         Ai_.  v      .  Av    J     V...     i  j-,- 

omitted   [22nd   July],  to   insert   the   words  '■  ^hing  about  the  particular  conditions 
•*  eight  of  the  clock.' "— (The  Lord  Advocate.)     j  of    Scotland,    and    whose     opinions,   it 

I  might  be,   were  biased  by  their  having 
Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those  I  a  personal  interest  in  the  matter, 
•words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill."        | 

I      Mr.  GRETTON,  interposing,   denied 

SiRj.STIRLING-MAXWELLformally  |  that  he  had  any  personal  interest  in  the 

moved  that  nine  o'clock  should  be  sub-   matter.     [Opposition  cries  of   "  Oh."] 

stituted  for  eight  o'clock  as  the  earliest .  He  had  put  the  case  of   persons  who 

hour  of  opening.  formed,  no  doubt,  a  minority  in   S:ot- 

|  land,  but  whose  case  ought  not  on  that 
Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  j  account  to  be  refused  a  hearing.    Gentle- 
Amendment  to  the  Bill —  |  men  opposite  might  give  him  credit  for 

i  sometimes  taking  up  a  case  in  which  he 
"  To  leave  out  the  word  '  eight'  and  insert  ,  WJIo  nnt  \ntaraatvA 
the  word  'nine.',5-(Str  J.  Stirling- Max  weil.)  j  WaS  not  intere8te<1- 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word  I  *Mr-  SPEAKER  pointed  out  that  it 
*  eight '  stand  part  of  the  proposed  '  was  out  °*  order  *>  impute  an  improper 
Amendment  to  the  Bill."  j  motive  to  an  hon.  Member. 

Mr.  GRETTON  said  he  thought  it  a ! .  Sl»  ROBERT  REID  said  he  had  not 
•curious  proceeding  to  move  an  important  i  imputed  any  such  motive.  He  had  said 
alteration  of  this  kind  without  one  word  i tnat  tne  House  had  arguments  re- 
of  explanation.  The  House  was  in  the  dark  '  peatedly  from  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
as  to  what  the  reasons  were  for  such  an  '  were  biased  by  the  fact  that  they 
Amendment  The  Lord  Advocate  had  I  themselves  were  interested.  All  of  us 
advanced  excellent  reasons  for  the  hour  j  were.  "able  t0,  De  biased  by  our  own 
being  eight  o'clock,  but  no  good  reason  particular  position.  In  conclusion,  he 
had  been  given  for  this  change.  It '  expressed  his  regret  at  the  attitude 
seemed  to  be  the  general  idea  among  |  maintained  by  the  Lord  Advocate  in 
the  Scottish  Members  that  no  Scotch-  j  tn«  matter.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man could  resist  the  temptation  of  man  had  himself  placed  on  the  Paper  a 
going  into  a  licensed  house,  but  in  his  proposal  in  favour  of  the  hour  of  nine 
opinion  Scotchmen  were  just  as  well  j  o'clock, 
able  to  control  themselves  in  this  regard  ' 

as  Englishmen  or  Irishmen.  It  was  un-  j  Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  he 
doubtedly  a  burdensome  hardship  that  j  did  not  complain  of  the  tone  of  the  hon. 
grocers  who  possessed  licences  should  j  and  learned  Member's  speech.  He 
not  be  allowed  to  open  before  nine  I  recognised  that  he  (the  Lord  Advocate) 
o'clock,  because  the  wives  of  those  who  j  had  tried  his  best  to  accommodate  very 
went  to  work  at  half-past  five  or  six  |  conflicting  interests.  The  only  complaint 
o'clock  in  the  morning  were  compelled  i  he  had  to  make  was  this—  hon.  Members, 
to  make  their  purchases  early.  He  i  with  perfectly  good  motives,  forgot  that, 
thought  the  present  restrictions  were  I  after  all,  the  Bill  in  its  inception  was  a 
quite  sufficient  to  guard  against  any  j  compromise  Bill.  The  Government,  in 
excesses  in  this  regard,  and  he  thought,  putting  forward  their  proposals,  never 
no  good  arguments  having  been  adduced  ,  supposed  that  they  ^«t%>  ^p«k%\ft  ^vw**» 
in  favour  of  the  Amendment,  the  House  i  everybody.    kYL  \Jas>y  AaMM&Aw  \WSKfc. 

3  (i  2 


interest  of  any  philanthropist,  but  he 
also  recognised  the  interest  of  the  man 
who  was  carrying  on  an  honest  trade, 
and  he  did  not  see  that  he  was  bound 
to  sacrifice  his  opinions  to  those  of  any 
philanthropist.  The  Bill,  as  he  had  said, 
was  a  compromise  Bill,  and  he  had  to 
face  opposition  from  both  quarters.  He 
had  been  far  too  long  a  member  of  a 
Grand  Committee  not  to  know  that  it 
was  an  extraordinary  arena  in  which 
anybody  might  very  easily  have  a  fall, 
and  that  the  decisions  come  to  in  the 
Grand  Committee  did  not  always  reflect 
the  opinion  of  the  House.  Why  should 
the  eighty  or  eighty  five  members 
of  the  Grand  Committee  decide  ques- 
tions of  great  policy  in  such  a  way 
that  they  were  not  to  be  allowed  to 
discuss  them  when  they  came  down  to 
the  House  1  As  to  the  time-worn  cry 
that  the  opinion  of  the  Scottish  Members 
was  over-ruled  by  the  English  Members 
in  the  House,  he  had  heard  that  so  often 
that  he  paid  no  more  attention  to  it 
than  to  the  old  cry  of  "  wolf."  He  had 
no  doubt  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dumfries  had  voted  in 
many  a  division  when  he  had  not  given 
them  the  benefit  of  his  attendance  during 
the  debate.  As  to  this  particular  Amend- 
ment hon.  Members  seemed  to  forget 
what  his  difficulties  were.  He  had  put 
down  the  Amendment  because  he  wanted 


saying  that  throughout 
breadth  of  Scotland  that 
grocers  would  be  practica 
they  did  not  allow  them  i 
o'clock.  He  had  to  com 
just  and  right  not  only  fo 
the  public,  but  for  the  e 
whole,  and  he  had  come  t 
that  the  best  thing  he  cc 
make  the  concession  he  h 
the  later  hour  of  closing,  i 
time  to  stick  to  the  1 
ing  which  had  obtained 
all  these  years  —namely,  e 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (I 
said  that  all  Scottish  Mem 
that  the  Lord  Advocate  si 
his  own  Amendment,  allow 
up  to  nine  o'clock,  and  i 
taken  to  express  the  Res< 
come  to  as  the  Member  o 
ment  in  charge  of  the  Bi 
Scottish  Member,  resented 
of  certain  hon.  Member 
English  constituencies,  ^ 
considered  the  subject  fit 
point  of  view.  And  as  1 
sneer  at  the  time-worn  cry  c 
Scottish  Members,  what 
Members  there  for  except  t 
opinion?  It  was  the  tin 
Scottish  Members  that  01 
Scottish  questions  in  this  ] 
absurd   for  the  responsibi 


1533    Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)    {22  July  1903}  Consolidation  and  Amendt.  BUI  1534 


t 

t 

t 
r 

i 

m 
I 

* 

w 

I 

1* 


believed  one  lion.  Member  for  Edinburgh 
did  advocate  a  glass  of  beer  for  breakfast 
in  the  morning.  The  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Kilmarnock  Burghs  must 
have  carried  conviction  to  all  who  heard 
it.  The  hon.  Member  explained  how 
working  men  arriving  late  at  big 
works  were  locked  out  and  had  no 
other  place  to  go  to  but  the  public- 
house.  If  that  was  the  experience  of 
his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Kilmar- 
nock Burghs,  surely  the  same  experience 
obtained  over  the  length  and  breadth  of 
Scotland.  That  was  a  very  strong 
argument  in  favour  of  the  Amendment 
providing  that  public-houses  should  open 
at  nine  instead  of  eight  o'clock.  There 
was  another  argument  which  made  them 
anxious  to  discuss  this  question  and  to 
divide  upon  it,  and  it  was  that  until 
to-day  they  were  under  the  impression 
that  the  Lord  Advocate  was  going  to 
move  the  Amendment  standing  in  his 
name  on  the  Paper,  and  they  were  all 
quite  satisfied  to  accept  his  Amendment 
as  reasonable.  There  was,  perhaps,  one 
class  upon  whom  it  would  have  fallen 
hard,  namely,  the  licensed  grocers,  but 
an  Amendment  standing  in  his  name 
would  have  enabled  licensed  grocers  to 
have  sent  out  their  goods  at  eight 
o'clock. 

♦Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said 
that  never  in  his  life  had  he  received  so 
many  telegrams  as  he  had  done  that  day 
protesting  against  this  Amendment. 

♦Mr.  SHAW-STEWART  said  his  right 
hon.  friend  ought  to  be  too  old  a 
campaigner  to  be  influenced  by  telegrams. 
He  believed  that  the  Lord  Advocate  was 
anxious  to  do  justice  to  all  parties,  and 
he  had  endeavoured  to  do  so  on  the 
present  occasion,  but,  in  arriving  at  the 
decision  he  had  done,  he  was  sure  he 
would  not  have  the  majority  of  the  votes 
of  Scottish  Members  with  him. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  he  was  sorry  the 
Lord  Advocate  had  not  given  them  a 
more  adequate  excuse  for  his  proposal. 
The  present  Government  were  so  totter- 
ing and  weak  that  they  could  not  receive 
a  few  telegrams  without  giving  way. 
The  Lord  Advocate  had  gone  away  from 
his  own  Amendment,  and  had  given  no 
reason  for  doing  so  except  that   he  had 


received  a  certain  number  of  telegrams. 
The  Minister  for  Scotland  appeared  to 
have  the  greatest  contempt  for  the 
opinion  of  Scottish  Members.  He 
believed  that  three  -  fourths  of  the 
Members  representing  Scotland  were  in 
favour  of  later  opening  in  the  morning. 
He  should  be  very  curious  to  see  whether 
Edinburgh  was  going  to  rest  satisfied 
with  the  position  taken  up  by  its  repre- 
sentative that  the  capital  of  Scotland 
was  to  be  the  one  place  represented 
in  the  House  of  Commons  which  was 
against  later  opening  so  far  as  public- 
houses  were  concerned.  He  should 
await  the  result  with  interest,  because 
he  doubted  whether  that  was  the  real 
position  in  Edinburgh.  The  strongest 
argument  for  later  opening  was  a  very 
simple  one.  Working  men  mostly  went 
to  work  at  six  o'clock,  and  their  break- 
fact  hour  was  between  eight  and  nine 
o'clock.  If  the  public-houses  were  open, 
instead  of  going  home  the  men  would 
probably  go  to  the  nearest  public-house 
and  have  breakfast  there,  followed  by  a 
certain  amount  of  liquor.  It  was  the 
practical  experience  of  employers  in 
Scotland  that  once  working  men  got  to 
the  public-house  during  the  breakfast 
hour  they  were  practically  useless  for 
the  rest  of  the  day.  It  was  the  duty  of 
a  Government  pretending  to  be  doing 
something  for  temperance  in  Scotland 
to  lessen  the  temptation  to  working  men 
at  that  hour  of  the  morning.  He  was 
sorry  that  the  Lord  Advocate  had  allowed 
himself  to  be  prevailed  upon  by  the 
English  legion  in  this  matter,  and  he 
had  allowed  their  influence  to  outweigh 
his  judgment  by  taking  up  a  position 
which  would  not  be  supported  by. 
Scottish  opinion. 

♦Sir  HERBERT  MAXWELL  ( Wigton- 
shire)  said  that  nothing  had  surprised  him 
more  in  this  debate  than  the  character 
attributed  to  the  working  men  of  Scot- 
land. He  claimed  to  have  some  acquaint- 
ance with  Scottish  working  men,  and 
undoubtedly  there  was  not  a  single 
feature  in  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Kirkcaldy  Burghs  which  he  could 
identify  as  being  characteristic  of  them. 
The  hon.  Member  had  said  something 
about  them  drinking  whiskey  a.t  «c^\» 
o'clock  in  the  moTTvvc^.  Xft&  ^*  T?^ 
to  say  tYvaX  t\»X  ™%  xk*  v*^  ^  ^ 
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working  men  in  Scotland  1  If  he  did,  |  Mr.  MARKHAM  (Nottangfaamsh 
all  he  had  to  say  was  that  it  was  \  Mansfield)  said  that  as  a  challenge  1 
contrary  to  his  experience  of  them.         |  been  thrown  out  he  should  like  to  say  t 

so  far  as  his  experience  went  the  openin, 

«„     TMT-7IPT     tu  u     j  i  public-houses  in  the  early  morning  w» 

Mb.    DALZIEL:  Then    why  do  you  ,  great  source  of  trouble.      Speaking  as 

w.mt  to  keep  the  public-houses  open  1      '  wno  went  a  g^  j^  among^  tne  w« 

I  ing  classes  he  could  testify  that  this 
♦Sib  HERBERT  MAXWELL  said  he  ,  °"e  of  thegreatest  sources  of  evil  amor 
could  only  speak  from  his  own  experience,  ™em\,  .  Hf.  had , been  in  P°N»*« 
and  upon  that  experience  he  wished  to  himseJ.  ln  *»«**  morning,  and  he, 
enter  7  protest  against  the  character  """ [thousands  of  instances  of  Bni 
which  had  been  givtn  to  Scotch  working  ™rkuig  men  ^nng  their  employment 
men  in  this  resclt  during  the  presen't   n*%£$^  £j&£ 

e  a  ^  did  not  appear  to  know  his  own  mind, 

he  placed  a  reasonable  Amendment  on 
MR.  DALZIEL  said  he  was  sure  the  Paper,  and  at  the  instance  of  horn  Memt 
hon.  Baronet  did  not  wish  to  misrepre-  j  behind  him,  who  were  always  ready 
sent  him.  He  did  not  say  anything  of  \  bring  up  Amendments  against  the  ca 
the  kind.  What  he  said  was  that  there  ;  of  temperance,  he  withdrew  it. 
were  Scottish  working  men  who  could  j 

not  stand  the  temptation  of  being  in  a  '    **'*•  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  t 
public-house     at    that    hour    of     the    w**  not  the  case, 
morning.  ' 

•     Mr.  MARKHAM  said  the  right  h 

♦Sir  HERBERT  MAXWELL  said  that '  Gentleman  stated  that  he  had 
his  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  (  8ettled  conviction  upon  this  point. 
North-East  Manchester  drew  a  picture  of  ( 

a  man  coming  home  early  in  the  morning  .    *MR.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  :  I  ne 
to  whom  a  glass  of  whiskey  proved  irre- !  used  any  such  phrase  in  my  life, 
sistible.     So  much  for  Manchester  work- 
ing men,  but  he  was  sure  that  was  not !      Mr.   MARKHAM  said  the  right  iv 
the  case    in     the    country  districts  of   Gentleman  did  not  appear  to  know 
.Scotland.      Although   he   had   received   0wn  mind  for  many  days  together     T 
no    telegrams    upon    this    subject,    he  ;  Amendment  was  neither  in  the  intere 
had    received    many    letters    from    in-  j  0f  temperance  nor  in  the  interests  (A  i 
dividuals  with  whom  he  was  acquainted,  ,  people  of  Scotland, 
and  those   letters   pointed  out  the   ex- ; 

treme  inconvenience  which  would  arise        Xf„   n  A  T  r.wi?T  t        •    ^    j 
if  the  Lord  Advocate  gave  way  to  the  !  ^iF^?  t  ^^  T  thal 

pressure  put  upon  him.  There  was  one  :  thefB!U'  "! !t  cam°  irfom  <*e  C°mmltt 
other  featured  which  he,  as  an  old  «  uP?tair8'  the  period  of  opening  was  to 
Member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  begged1?0*  ^^  than  W1  °  clock  and  n 
to  enter  his  earnest  protest,  and  that  was  latei;  ™?n  ten  oclc*k>  *nd  when  t 
that  these  Grand  Committees,  which  were  Lord  Advocate  suggested  nine  o'clock 
acomparative  innovation  in  Parliamentary  ,  was  aSreed  to  as  a  compromise.  Thei 
procedure,  should  claim  a  monopoly  of  !  fore  the  ?nole  °f  the  Comnaittee  upsUi 
infallibility,  as  if  every  decision  they  ar- .  we™  obviously  in  favour  of  nine  o  cl«< 
rived  at  during  the  luncheon  hour  or  other  ;  because  ten  o'clock  included  it.  TI 
time  was  to  be  treated  by  the  House  of  '  Committee  upstairs  were  of  opinion  th 
Commons  as  infallible ;  indeed  it  seemed  ;  *t  should  be  left  to  the  licensing  authori 
to  be  a  kind  of  blasphemy  to  question  | t0  say  whether  it  should  be  eight  o'cla 
the  propriety  of  decisions  arrived  at  up-  j  °r  nine  o'clock.  They  were  now 
stairs.  He  thought  the  Report  stage  of  i  proceed  to  a  division  and  the  Lo: 
any  Bill  was  the  proper  one  to  revise  I  Advocate,  with  the  assistance  of  Engk 
the  decisions  arrived  at  upstairs,  and  he  I  and  Irish  votes,  would  vote  down  tl 
trusted  the  Lord  Advocate  would  adhere  [  opinion  of  the  people  of  Scotlan 
to  his  original  intention.  \  fcVOcvwi^  \to&  m^wmataaces   in    regfl 

Mr  Herbert  Maxwell* 
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to  this  question  in  England  and  Ireland 
were  totally  different  to  Scotland.  In 
Scotland  thay  had  Sunday  closing,  but 
there  was  not  an  hon.  Member  repre- 
senting a  Scottish  constituency  who  would 
venture  to  vote  for  the  opening  of  public- 
houses  on  Sunday.  It  was  not  fair,  in  a 
matter  which  so  materially  affected  the 
interests  of  Scotland,  that  they  should 
be  outvoted  by  hon.  Members  from 
other  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom 
where  the  circumstances  were  entirely 
different. 

♦Sir  ANDREW  AGNEW  claimed 
that  hon.  Members  opposite  did  not 
express  the  real  feeling  of  Scotland 
upon  this  matter.  It  might  be  perfectly 
true  that  the  majority  of  hon.  Members 
representing  Scotland  were  going  to 
vote  for  nine  o'clock,  but  that  did  not 
prove  that  that  was  the  feeling  of  Scot- 
land. He  doubted  whether  half  a-dozen 
Scottish  Members  had  ever  told  their 
constituencies  that  they  intended  to  vote 
for  later  opening. 

Mr.  CALDWELL :  They  have  always 
said  so  at  every  election. 

♦Sir  ANDREW  ANGEW  said  that  the 
hon.  Members  might  have  done  so,  but 
he  doubted  whether  half-a-dozen  Scottish 
Members  had  done  it.  He  had  never 
heard  this  question  discussed  in  Scotland 
at  all.  He  had  heard  plenty  of  discussion 
as  to  whether  in  the  larger  towns  they 
should  close  at  ten  o'clock  if  they  liked, 
but  the  question  of  ten  o'clock  opening 
in  the  morning  had  never  been  mooted 
in  Edinburgh.  There  was  no  mention 
of  it  before  the  Royal  Commission,  and 
it   was   not  alluded    to    either  in    the 


Majority  or  the  Minority  Report.  He 
did  not  believe  that  this  quest' on  had 
been  considered  in  Scotland  at  all.  He 
had  heard  a  good  deal  of  discussion  upon 
this  subject,  but  he  had  never  heard  any 
allusion  to  the  later  opening  of  public- 
houses  or  of  licensed  grocers' premises  until 
an  Amendment  was  proposed  in  Committee 
the  other  day.  The  hon.  Member  for  Kil- 
marnock had  spoken  of  thrusting  upon  the 
trade  an  obligation  to  open  at  unprofit- 
able hours.  He  had  received  several 
dozen  letters  upon  this  subject,  and  not 
one  of  them  complained  of  having  any- 
thing thrust  upon  them,  but  they  all 
pointed  out  how  inconvenient  it  would  be 
to  have  any  change  made  in  the  present 
law  upon  this  point. 

Mr.  HUNTER  CRAIG  said  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Edinburgh  was  mis- 
taken in  saying  that  this  matter  of  later 
opening  was  only  mooted  for  the  firs  time 
in  Committee  upstairs.  The  Secretary  for 
Scotland  last  ye  <r  in  another  place  advo- 
cated the  keeping  of  public  houses  closed 
an  hour  later  than  eight  o'clock,  and  when 
a  large  deputation,  of  provosts,  magis- 
trates, and  town  councillors  from  all  part* 
of  Scotland  met  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land in  Edinburgh,  at  which  he  was 
present,  he  repeated  his  opinion,  that 
it  would  be  in  the  interest  of  the  public 
to  open  an  hour  later  in  the  morning. 
That  was  a  very  strong  argument  in 
favour  of  the  House  accepting  the 
Amendment. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  108  ;  Noes, 
86.    (Division  List  No.  184.) 


Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anwii,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  0. 
Atkinson,  Re.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  ( Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Bal  carres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  {Christ, Ji 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Blundeil,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Butcher,  John  George 
Ca,vend\Bh,V.C.W. {Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Evelyn  {Aston  Manor) 
dare,  OcUvhu  Leigh 


AYES. 

Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Colling*,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw  H.  Athole 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Cullinan,  J. 

Davenport,  William  Bromlev 
Devlin,  Joseph  {Kilkenny,  AT.) 
Dickson,  Ch  .ries  Scott 
Doogan,  P.  0. 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Durning-Lawvence   Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  «l. 


Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edw.  Algernon 
Klannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fyier,  John  Arthur . 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gibbs,  Hn.  Vkary  {St.  Albans 
Gordon,  Hn.  J .  E.  ( Elgin  <k  Nn\ . 
Goschen,  Hon.  Geo.  Joachim 
Greene,  Henry  D.  {Shrewsbury) 
G  ret  ton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 


Lucas,  Regl'd  J.  {Portsmouth) 
London,   W. 

Macdona,  John  Gumming 
M 'Arthur,  Charles  {Liverpool) 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Maxwell,IUHn.SirHE(  Wigfn 
Milvain,  Thomas 


AUen,CharlesP.  {Glouc.Stroud 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Bayley,  Thomas  {Derbyshire) 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Black,  Alexander  William 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Brigg,  John 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brown,  George  Ni. {Edinburgh) 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Burt,  Thomas 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Corbett,  T.  L.  {Down,  Norit*) 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter  {Lanark) 
Cross,  Alexander  [Glasgow, 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Alfred  {Carmarthen) 
Davies,  M.  Vanghan  {Cardigan 
Denny,  Colonel 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edwards,  Frank 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Emmott,  Alfred 


Rasch,  \lajor  FredericCarne 
Remnant,  James  Farqnharson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Ren  wick,  George 
Ridley,  S.  F.  (Bethnal  Green) 
Robertson,  Herbert  {Hackney) 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 

NOES. 

Evans,  Saml.  T.  {Glamorgan) 
Fenwick,  CharJes 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Gorst,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hamilton,  Marq.  of  (Londondy 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Hayne,  Rt.Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hot»e,  John  D»*ans  {Fife,  West) 
Howard ,  J .  ( Midd. ,  Tottenham 
Johnstone,  Heywood 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Law,  ft.  Alex.  (Donegal,  W  ) 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Accrington 
Leveson-Gower,  Frederick' N.S 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
M'  Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Markham.  Arthur  Basil 
Mitchell,  Ld  w.  {Fermanagh,^ \ 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Norman,  Henry 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 


Wodehouse,  Rt . 
Worsley-Tayloi 


Tellers  foi 
Sir  AlexH 
Hood  and  I 


Reid,SirR.Thre 
Rickett,  J.  Con 
Roberta,  John  ! 
Runciman,  Wal 
Russell,  T.  W. 
Schwann,  Char 
Shackle  ton.  Da1 
Shaw,  Charles  I 

Shaw- Stewart,  J 
Shipnrin,  Dr.  J< 
Sinclair,  John 
Smith,J&mes  Pa 
Smith,  Hon.  YV. 
Scares,  Ernest  J 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J< 
Taylor,  Theodor 
Ten  nan  t,  Harok 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (6 
Thomas,  1  )a  vid  A 
Thorburn,  Sir  V 
Tomkinson,  Jan 
Waaon,  E.  (Ok 
Whittaker,  Thoi 
Wilson,  H.  J.  ( 
Wilson,  John  (Ju 
Yoxall,  James  fc 

Tellers  for 
Sir  John  Sti 
and  Mr.  Can 


Prnnnaarl   wnrHa  infrArfo/4  in  f  no  Rill 


imanrlmanf   r\v*s\vk/\of4    «.«.     ^ 
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Bryce,  Right  Hon.  James 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 

Burt,  Thomas 

Cameron,  Robert 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Chann in k,  Francis  Allston 

Corbett,  T.  L.  {Down,  North) 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Da  vies,  M.  Vaughan-(  Cardigan 

Duncan  J.  Hastings 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Edwards,  Frank 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Emmott,  Alfred 

Evans,  Saml.  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  [Derby  Co. 

Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Hamilton,  Marq.  of  (Londondy 

Hardie,  J.  Keir  (Merthyr  Tyd 


Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel        f 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-  Fletc7ier,Rt.  Hn.  SirH 
Bailey,  James  [Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (ChrUtch 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Butcher,  John  George 
Cavendish, V.  C.  W.  (Derbysh.) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Collings,  Right  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw  H.  Athole 
Cox.  Irwin  Edwd.  Bainbridge 
Cross.  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cropsley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Cullinan,  J. 

Davenport,  William  Bromlev- 
Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.   Akerj 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Durninjr-Lawrenoe.  Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edw.  Algernon 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flower.  Ernest 
Forster.  Henry  William 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Gallowav,  William  Johnson 
Gibbs,  Hn.  Vicarv  (St.  Albans 
CJordor^Hn. .)   E.(ElainkNrn  \ 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon    I 

Question  proposed.  "  That  the  words 
4  eight  of  the  clock  '  be  there  inserted  in 
the  Bill." 


Harwood.  George 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Jones,  W  iUmm(Carnarvonshire 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Accrington) 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
M'Arthur,  William  (Comtoall 
M'Killop,James  (Stirlingshire) 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Morgan,  J.Lloyd  (Carmarthen 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Norman,  Henry 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
Partington,  Oswmld 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 

NOES. 

Goschen,Hon.  George  Joachim 
Greene,  Henry  D.  {Shrewsbury) 
Gretton,  John 
Qreville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Sir  Alexander 
Rermon-Hodge.  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hobhouse,  RtHnH  (Somrst  E 
Howard,  J  no  (Kent,  Faver'hm 
Howard,  J.  (Midd. ,  Tott'ham 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Johnstone,  Heywood 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow 
Law,  H.  Alex.  (Doniaal,  W.) 
Lawson,  JohnGrant(  Yorks.NB 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
L«veson-Gower,  FrederickN.  S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas,  Reg'M  J.  (Portsmouth) 
Lundon,   W. 

Macdona,  John  Cumming 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Massey  •  Main  waring,  Hn.  W.  F. 
Maxwell,RtHnSirH.E.(  Wigtn 
Mil  vain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  Edw.  (FermanaghN 
Mitchell,  William  (Burnley) 
M  ontagu.Hon.  J.  Scott(  Hants. ) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mowbray.  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
M  nrrayJUHn  A.Graham(  Bute 
Murray,Col.  Wvndham  (Bath) 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
O'Connor,  Jas.  (WicNow,  W.) 
O'MaHey,  William 


Rose,  Charles  Day 
Runoiman,  Walter 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Stafford) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.(Badcliffe) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,Sir  A.  (Glamorgan^. 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Wason,Eugene(  Clackmannan) 
Whiteley,  G.  (York,  W.  B.) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson.  H.  J.  (York,  W.  B.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Caldwell  and  Mr. 
Hunter  Craig. 


Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederiok 
Pretvman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 

Rasoh,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Ridley  ,S.  Yorde(Brthnal  Green 
Ritchie,  Rt.Hn.Cbas. Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hacktuy) 
Holies  ton,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  T.  W. 
Rutherford,  W.  W. (Liverpool) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Ktopford- 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Sharps,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  (Renfrew) 
Smith,H.C(iVorM'?«6.  Tyneside 
Smith,  James  Parker(Z,anar£*. 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stroyan,  John 

Sturt,  Hon.  Humphrv  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot ,RtHn.  J.  G.(OxfdUniv. 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walroud,Rt.  Hn.  SirWilliamH. 
Whiteley,  B..(Ashton-u.-Lynt) 
Wiliiam,RtHnJPowell.(J5w-m. 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York.E.R 
Wodehouse,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  Bath) 
Worsley-Taylor,  Henry  Wilson 


Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  Alexander  A  clan*  1- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Fellowes. 


Mr.  CALDWELL  said  the  reason  why 
it  was  necessary  to  ta.V&  ^&\N\i\wv<5Kv  *»s^ 
of  these  Amexi&TekSttXfc  ^^a*  \X^aX  va.  ^^ 
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schedule  there  were  three  distinct  certifi- 
cates, the  first  for  inns  and  hotels,  the 
rnd  for  public  houses,  and  the  third 
grocers.  By  dividing  on  each  they 
were  taking  the  only  possible  way  of 
making  a  protest  against  what  was 
proposed  by  the  Government. 

Colonel  DENNY  said   he  felt  very 
strongly    on    this   Amendment,   but   he 


was  bound  to  say  that  after  the  decui 
of  the  House  on  the  first  question  he  c 
not  think  they  should  delay  business 
dividing  again. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  41 ;  No 
72.    (Division  List  No.  186.) 


Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Arnold-Forster.  Hugh  0. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-Fletcher.Rt.Hn.SirH. 
Bailey,  James  {Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  [Christ ch 
Banbury, Sir  Frederick  George 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Butcher,  John  George 
Cavendish,  V  C  W  (Derbysh.) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
dare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hod.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Ceilings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb.SirJohn  CharlesReady 
Colston,  Chas.  Kdw  H.  Athole 
Corbett,  A.   Cameron  (Glasg.) 
Corbett.  T.  L.  [Down,  North) 
Cross.  Alexander  [Glasgow) 
CrosMey,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Davenport,  William  Bromlev 
ftevlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dixon- Hartland,Sir  Fred  Dixon 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Durninc- Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Kalph  Douglas 
Fergusson.Rt  Hn.Sir  J.(Man'r 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Rol>ert  Bannatyne 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edw.  Algernon 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forater.  Henry  William 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Gibbs,  Hn.  Vicary  (St.  Albans 
Gordon,  Hn.  J.  E.  (ElginkNaim 
Goret,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  JohnEldon 


AYES. 

Goachen,  Hon.  Geo.  Joachim 
Greene, Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-  {Combs 
Gretton,  John 
Greville.  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hamilton,  Rt  Hn  hd.G.(M%dx 
Hare.  Thomas  Leigh 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Sir  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge   Sir  Robert  T. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hobhouse.  RtHnH  (Somrst  E 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Howard,  Jno  (Kent,  Faver'hm 
Howard,  J.  {Midd.,  ToU'ham 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  daverhoose 
Johnstone,Hev  w»m  >d 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Laws  <>n,  J.  Grant(  Yorks.  yN.R. ) 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,FrederickN.S. 
Long,Rt.  Hn.  Walter(/*rt>fo/,& 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas, Reginald  J.  (Portsmouth 
Lundon,   W. 

Macdona,  John  Cumming 
M 'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M  *  K  illop,  J  a  mes  (Stirlingshire) 
M4Killop,  Wr.  (Sligo,  North) 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Masssy  Main  war  ing,  Hn.  W.  F. 
Mil  vain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  Edw.  (Fermanagh,N . 
Mitchell,  Wrilliam  (Burnley) 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu,  Hon.  J.  Soott(Hants. ) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,  David  J.  ( H  alth'mstmc 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morten,  Arthur  H.  Ay  liner 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray  ,*RtHn  A.  Graham(  Bute 


Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bsi 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Orr-Kwing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury, 
Pierpoint,  Hobert 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Pretyinau,  £rne>t  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Batch,  Major  Frederic  Can 
Remnant,  James   Farquhano 
Renahaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Ridley  ,S.  FoTdetBethnoIGrta 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  a  Tkaaff 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackno 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  T.  W. 
Rutherford.  W.  W.  {Liven** 
Sackville,  Col.  8.  G.  Stopfori 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albsi 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw -Stewart,  M.  H.  (Benfr* 
Smith,  H.C  (  Xorth'mb.  Tynts* 
Smith,  JamespM.rker(  ImwotI 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Sfr** 
Stanley,  Lord   (Zones.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stroyan,  John 
Sturt,  Hn.    Humphry  Nap* 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Ch&heslrr 
Taibot,RtHn.J.G.(Ox/Wr»» 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Tnxtd 
Thorbnm,  Sir  Walter 
Tollemache,  Henry  Jama 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond.Rt.  HnSirWillUn.fi 
WhiUi\eyM(Asht<m-u*d  -Lv 
Wi11iams,Rt  HnJPowelH&n 
Willoughby  de  Eresby.  L<* 
Wilson, A.  Sta,n\ey(YorkfE R 
Wod^house,  Rt.rln.E.Ri^ 
Woraley  Taylor.HenrvWiL* 


Tellers  for  the  Ayl~ 
Sir  Alexander  Acla* 
Hood  and  Mr.  Fellows 


Allen,CharlesP.(G/oMr.,Sfnwrf 
Ashton,  Thomas  Qair 
Birlow,  John  Emmott 
Bayl«*y,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Black,  Alexander  William 
Bolton,  Thomas  DolUug 
^      Urigg,  John 

Mr.  Caldwell. 


NOES. 

Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brown,George  M.  (Edinburgh) 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Burt,  Thomas 
Cameron,  Robert 
» Cawley,  Frederick 


Dalziel,  James  Henrv 
Davies,  Alfred  (Cariuuiho 
I>avies,  M.  Vaughan  (Cardie 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edwards,  Frank 
^U*MMLkN  Master  of 
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Emmott,  Alfred 

Evans. Samuel  T.  {Glamorgan) 

Feawick,  Charles 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 

Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Bra  nip  ton 

Hamilton,  Marq.  of  (Londondy 

Hardie,  J.  KeiT(Merthyr  TydvU 

Harwood,  George 

Hayne,  Rt.Hon.  Charles  Seale- 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife.West) 

Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  (J. 

Jones,  William  (Camarvonsh 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Lawson,Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 

Layland-Barratt,  Fmnois 

Leeee,SirJo$ephF.  (Accrington 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 


M'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
Mansfield,  Horace  Kendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Morgan,  J.Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Norman,  Henry 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
Partington.  Oswald 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rickett,  J.  Com p ton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denhighs.) 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Runciman,  Walter 
Shack leton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 


Spencer,  RtHn.  C.  R(NorthatU8 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.(Radcliffe) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glam.t  M.) 
Thomas,David  A\ired(Merthyr 
Tomkinson,  James 
Wason,  E.  (Clackmannan) 
Whiteley^  G.  (York,  W.  B.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halt/ax) 
Whit  taker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (York,  W.  B.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham  Mid.), 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 


Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Mr.  Caldwell  and  Mr*. 
Hunter  Craig. 


Question  put 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  66,  lines  19  and  20,  to  leave  out 
tbe  words  'not  earlier  than  eight  and  not 
later  than  ten  of  the  clock  as  the  licensing 
Court  may  direct.' " — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  67,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  words 
•  such  hour'  and  insert  •  eight  of  the  clock.'  "— 
( The  Lord  A  dvocate. ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  67,  lines  22  and  23,  to  leave  out 
the  words  '  not  earlier  than  eight  and  not  later 
than  ten  of  the  clock  as  the  licensing  Court 
may  direct.' "— (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  70,  to  leave  out  Schedule  11."— (The 
L  ord  A  dvocate. ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

"  In  page  71,  column  1,  line  15,  to  leave  out 
the  words  *  43  and  44  Vict.,  c.  20/  and  insert 
the  words4  63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  28.'  "—{The 
Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  iaue  72,  column  3,  line  11,  at  end. 
to  insert  the  words  '  Section  two  hundred  and 
thirty-seven,'  the  words  '  be  intoxicated  while 
on  duty,  or  if,'  and  the  word  'he'  where  first 
occurring." — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 


*Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  he- 
thought  there  was  a  general  feeling  in 
the  House  in  favour  of  taking  a  Third 
Reading  of  the  Bill  that  night,  so  that 
it  might  go  to  another  place  in  time  for 
its  fair  consideration. 


Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,. 
41  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  third  time/' 


Mr.  BLACK  said  he  did  not  suppose 
that  anyone  wished  to  divide  upon  the 
Third  Reading;  but  before  that  wa* 
taken  he  might  be  permitted  to  express 
the  feeling  on  both  sides  of  the  House  in 
regard  to  the  great  courtesy  and  skill 
with  which  the  Lord  Advocate  had  con- 
ducted the  proceedings  both  in  the 
Standing  Committee  and  in  this  House — 
proceedings  which  he  had  enlivened 
with  a  fund  of  anecdote  worthy  of  Dean 
Ramsey,  and  a  humour  which  was  sup- 
posed to  be  only  characteristic  of  theSister 
Isle.  He  wish ed  to  direct  attent  ion  to  the 
degree  in  which  Scotch  opinion  had 
been  overridden  in  the  House.  In  the 
first  place  the  proposal  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Stirling  Burghs  to  remit 
the  Bill  to  a  Committee  consisting  of 
the  Scotch  Members  was  rejected.  He 
ventured  to  say  that  had  that  proposal 
been  carried  the  Bill  would  not  only 
have  been  a  different  but  a  better  Bill 
than  they  now  had.  There  were  many 
divisions  in  which  Scotch  opinion  was 
wholly  on  one  side,  and  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate and  the  English  Members  on  the 
other  side.  Nothing  could  have  been 
more  striking  than  the  division  which, 
took  place  after  the  dvoa\«t  W\\,,«>bmbl 
the  W&  ktooeaXe,  nnXk  \\sfc  ^\*\»»R*r 
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of  English  Members,  insisted  on  thrust- 
ing down  the  throats  of  the  Scotch 
Members  a  proposal  opposed  almost 
unanimously  by  the  Scotch  Members. 
A  great  blot  on  the  Bill  was  the  continu- 
ance of  the  justices  on  the  licensing 
authority.  That  should  have  been  a 
representative  body  nominated  by  the 
County  Council.  Another  matter  of 
universal  condemnation  in  Scotland  was 
the  retention  of  the  Appeal  Court.  Could 
anything  be  more  absurd  than  an  appeal 
from  the  judgment  of  gentlemen  who 
knew  the  whole  circumstances  to  that 
of  gentlemen  who  knew  nothing  about 
them  1  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  seemed 
to  think  that  ignorance  was  the  true 
qualification  for  a  licensing  authority. 
He  ventured  to  say  that  had  the  matter 
been  left  to  the  Scotch  Members  alone 
the  appeal  would  be  swept  away.  An- 
other blemish  in  the  Bill  was  the  reten- 
tion of  the  word  "court"  instead  of 
"  authority,"  which  implied  that  the 
constitution  of  the  licensing  authority 
was  altered,  and  that  they  were  not 
allowed  to  exercise  discretion.  That 
was  against  not  only  Scotch  opinion 
but  against  the  opinion  of  the  Prime 
Minister,  expressed  on  April  8th  last. 
On  the  whole,  however,  there  was  no 
doubt  that  the  Bill  was  a  great  improve- 
ment on  what  had  hitherto  obtained  in 
Scotland,  and  he  was  sure  that  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  Scotland 
an  effort  would  be  made  to  carry  it  out 
in  such  a  way  that  it  might  be  a  real 
measure  of  temperance  reform. 


I 
Mr.  HUNTER  CRAIGsaidhe  had  been  I 
somewhat  amused  when  the  Lord  Advocate  i 
characterised  this  Bill  "  as  a  generous  at-  j 
tempt  at  temperance  re  form. "    He  entirely  ! 
dissented  from  the  expression  of  such  an  ! 
opinion,   and   he   felt    certain   that    the 
Scotch  people  would  not  be  at  all  satis- 
fied with  tne  measure,  which  might  be 
called  a  Police  Licensing  Act,  instead  of  j 
"  a    generous    attempt    at     temperance 
reform."     They  in  Scotland  who  wanted  ' 
local    veto  and    popular   control   would 
never  be  'satisfied  until  they  got  them. 
He  believed  that  the  Bill  had  been  pro- 
moted in  the  interests  of  the  Trade.     The 
publicans  had  been  far  more  considered 
in  framing  and  carrying  out  the  Bill  than 
the  public  of  Scotland.     Although  they 
were  very  thankful  for  the  measv\Tfc,$o  lax 

Mr.  Black. 


as  it  went,  it  did  not  at  all  represent  the 
views  of  temperance  reformers  in  Scot- 
land. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  said  that  they  could 
not  regard  the  Bill  as  anything  whatever 
in  the  nature  of  temperance  reform.     He 
knew  of  nothing  in  the  Bill  that  would 
promote  temperance  more  than  the  exist- 
ing law.     On  the  other  hand,  it  opened 
the  door  to  a  great  deal  of  abuse.     The 
Bill  had  one  great  merit,  however — it  was 
a  consolidating  Bill,  and  that  was  a  great 
gain  to  the  community.     The  constitu- 
tion   of    the   Licensing     Courts    would 
in   many   cases  be    materially    changed 
by  the  Bill.     The  measure  was  certainly 
an    advance  on    the    existing  state   of 
things,   but  still  in   some  places  it  was 
regarded  as  of  a    retrograde  character. 
At  the  present  day,  for  the  granting  of 
licences,    magistrates     were    absolutely 
imperious,  and  it  was  well  known  that  in 
a  great  many  boroughs  the  magistrates 
had  sole  control  of  all   licences   within 
their     jurisdiction.     That      was      taken 
away  from  them  by  this  Bill,  and  they 
were  now  mixed  up  with    the    county 
authority.      It    was,     therefore,    a    dis- 
franchising Bill  so  far  as  many    boroughs 
in   Scotland    were  concerned.     On  that 
side  of  the  House  they  had    always   gone 
in   for    popular    control    of    the    liquor 
traffic,   and  he  was  sorry  to  notice  that 
the  Bill  only  conceded  that    to  a   certain 
extent.     They  were,  however,  prepared 
to  accept  it  as  the  best   possible  temper- 
ance measure   they  could  get  from  the 
Tory  Party,  but  the  Government  must 
understand  that  they  accepted  it  only  as 
an   instalment  of  reform    and  not   as  a 
final  solution  of  the  problem. 

Mr.  CAMERON  CORBETT  (Glasgow, 
Tradeston)  protested  against  the  descrip- 
tion which  the  last  speaker  had  given  of  the 
Bill.  Those  of  them  who  were  extreme 
temperance  men  were  sometimes  accused 
of  refusing  to  accept  half  a  loaf,  but  he  be- 
lieved that  all  earnest  temperance  men  in 
Scotland  welcomed  the  Bill  with  a 
great  deal  of  cordiality.  As  to  grocer*' 
vans  they  undoubtedly  now  were  some- 
thing like  travelling  public-houses,  and 
the  restrictions  imposed  by  this  Bill 
would  go  far  to  check  the  abuse  of  their 
use.  He  did  not  think  they  could  fail 
to  be  grateful  for  what  the  Bill  proposed 
to  &o  Vw  ^W*\\<tfc    to    clubs,    for  he 
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acknowledged  that  the  great  bulk  of  the 
evil  which  was  being  done  by  these 
drinking  clubs  would  be  prevented  in 
the  future  by  this  measure,  and  if  the 
Bill  did  no  more  than  that  they  would 
have  every  reason  to  be  thankful  for  it. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  BILL. 

As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee), further  considered — 

♦Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Birmingham, 
Bordesley)  moved  to  omit,  after  "the 
expression  *  local  authority  '  means,"  the 
following — "  In  the  case  of  a  municipal 
borough  with  a  population  according  to 
the  census  of  1901  of  over  10,000,  the 
Borough  Council,  and  in  ,the  case  of  any 
other  urban  district  with  a  population 
according  to  the  census  of  1901  of  over 
20,000,  the  District  Council,  and  elsewhere 
the  County  Council,"  in  order  to  insert 
"the  council  of  any  municipal  borough 
or  urban  district  or  rural  district." 

He  said  that  this  Amendment  did  not 
in  any  way  affect  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 
It  affected  mainly,  and  almost  wholly, 
small  places  and  purely  rural  districts, 
and  he  firmly  believed  that  unless  it  was 
accepted  the  Bill  would  work  incalculable 
harm  in  the  agricultural  parts  of  England. 
The  Amendment  did  not  interfere  with 
the  Bill  as  it  affected  large  towns,  and  if 
it  were  accepted  the  Bill  in  that  respect 
would  remain  unchanged.  In  the  course 
of  his  observations,  therefore,  he  would 
confine  himself  to  its  effect  on  the  districts 
he  had  named,  and  he  hoped  that  the 
House  would  bear  with  him  while  he 
endeavoured  to  make  clear  what  evil  the 
Bill  would  work  if  this  Amendment  were 
not  passed.  He  also  hoped  that  in  any 
discussion  that  might  follow,  the  condition 
of  things  in  our  large  towns  would  not  be 
debated,  because  it  was  not  affected  by 
the  Amendment.  Much  depended  on 
the  by-laws,  and  the  nature  of  the 
by-laws  depended  on  those  who  had  the 
making  of  them,  and  unless  great  care 
was  taken  there  would  be  considerable 
hardship  inflicted  on  the  poorer  classes. 
In  the  Grand  Committee  the  original 
form  of  the  Bill  was  altered,  and  its  ad- 
ministration was  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the    local    authority  as  defined  by   the 


Education  Act  of  last  year.  It  was  given 
into  the  hands  of  boroughs  with  over 
10,000  population  and  of  urban  districts 
with  over  20,000,  while  rural  districts 
and  smaller  boroughs  were  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  County  Councils.  This  was 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  legislation 
— with  the  exception  of  the  Bill  of  last 
year — in  which  local  authorities  were  not 
allowed  to  make  by-laws  for  themselves. 
This  was  altogether  contrary  to  the 
report  of  the  Departmental  Committee. 
The  argument  in  favour  of  the  clause  as 
it  stood  was  founded  on  the  Education 
Act  of  last  year,  though  there  was  no 
comparison  whatever  between  the  two. 
This  was  a  measure  to  regulate  the 
labour  of  children  in  rural  districts,  and 
there  could  not  be  a  uniform  code  as  the 
conditions  varied  so  greatly.  Under  the 
Bill  as  it  stood  the  local  authorities  would 
have  to  bear  the  expense  of  any  inquiry, 
while  they  would  not  have  the  power 
to  make  the  by-laws  under  which 
the  expense  would  be  incurred. 
The  Departmental  Committee  in  their 
Report  said— 

"  The  main  question  is  rather  one  of  labour 
than  of  school  attendance  and  that  labour 
by-laws  should  be  made  by  the  municipal- 
authority." 

Again— 

"Many  boroughs,  including  non-county 
boroughs,  have  already  the  power  to  make  by- 
laws for  good  Government  under  local  acts 
and  power  to  deal  with  street  traders.7' 

And  again — 

"Circumstances  and  conditions  vary  so 
widely  in  different  occupations  and  different 
localities  that  it  is  impossible  to  propose  a 
uniform  code.  Therefore,  we  recommend  that 
the  necessary  regulations  by  by-laws  for  the 
occupation  of  children  should  be  made  by 
local  authorities." 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  chil- 
dren of  fourteen  and  sixteen  years  of 
age  did  a  great  deal  of  work  in  these 
places.  It  could  scarcely  be  called  work, 
perhaps,  but  it  was  employment  in 
which  they  gained  a  little  money,  and 
at  the  same  time  it  was  one  in  which, 
they  delighted.  The  Report  of  the 
Departmental  Committee  stated  that,  as 
far  as  the  health  of  the  children  was 
concerned,  the  labour  seemed  to  be  the 
least  injurious  of  any  of  the  kinds  coming 
under  their  notice,  for  it  was  all,  or 
nearly  all,  in  the  open  air,  and  mostly 
took  place  in  summer  tircv^,  CYv  waxs^. 
I  it  was  utacfcsaart^  xXv&X,  X\v^  ^\v«^>ss^  ^ 
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the  children  should  be  primarily  looked  I 
after,  but  hon.  Members  must  not  think 
that  there  was  no  education  except  that 
which  was  got  out  of  books.  That  was 
a  great  mistake.  The  most  valuable 
training  that  was  to  be  had  was  often 
obtained  in  t  he  process  of  these  farming 
occupations.  He  had  received  a  large 
number  of  letters  from  rural  districts 
upon  that  question,  but  he  would  quote 
only  one  from  a  clergyman  which  put  | 
the  point  very  concisely : — 

"  May  I  put  a  case  to  you.  1  have  been  a 
vicar  and  rector  of  two  country  parishes, 
twenty-three  years  in  Suffolk,  and  twenty-one 
in  Berkshire.  Of  most  of  that  time  1  have 
taken  children  out  of  school  hours  and  had  them 
to  work,  in  the  house  if  girls,  and  in  the  garden 
and  stable  if  boys.  Many  have  thus  got  a 
technical  education  and  been  started  in  good 
places  from  me.  If  this  Bill  passes  an  it  now 
stands  this  work  will  stop.  1  have  a  boy,  now 
nearly  twelve,  who  came  to  me  eighteen  months 
ago.  He  has  learnt  to  clean  shoes,  knives, 
etc,  to  milk,  help  iD  stables,  even  to  harness- 
ing a  pony,  and  got  some  knowledge  of  poultry- 
keeping,  and  growing  cucumbers  and  melons  in 
frames,   and,  in  fact,  is  generally  useful,  and 

{ perfectly  healthy.  He  is  always  at  school,  but 
expect  he  gets  more  useful  knowledge  under 
me.  He  began  at  Is.  weekly,  but  now  earns 
3s.  Why  should  he  be  deprived  of  this  only  to 
s]iend  out-of-school  hours  in  idling  about  and 
being  a  nuisance  to  the  village  ? r' 

Now  as  to  the  question  of  bye-laws. 
There  was  great  danger,  if  they  were 
made  by  a  central  authority,  that  they 
would  not  be  favourable  to  the  occupa- 
tions with  which  he  was  dealing.  The 
object  of  his  Amendment  then  was  to 
put  the  administration  of  the  Act  under 
municipal  boroughs,  under  urban  dis- 
tricts, and  under  rural  district  councils. 
This  would  cover  every  inch  of  the 
county,  and  secure  that  the  administra- 
tion of  each  district  should  be  by  those 
who  knew  most  about  the  district,  and 
had  its  interests  most  at  heart.  It  was 
in  accordance  with  all  precedents  that 
the  power  of  making  by-laws  under  an 
Act  of  Parliament  should  be  given  to 
those  responsible  for  the  good  govern- 
ment of  the  districts  to  which  they 
referred.  He  would  like  to  read  a  few 
of  above  a  hundred  boroughs  which  would 
be  affected  by  the  Amendment : — Yeovil, 
Hertford,  Buckingham,  Shaftesbury,Mon  • 
mouth,  Bodmin,  Launceston,  Tavistock, 
etc.  All  these  places  were  to  be  put  under 
the  County  Councils,  and  hon.  Members 
well  knew  what  jealous  rivalry  there 
already  was  between  t\\ese  bod\ea.    On 

Mr.  Jesse  Colling*. 


what  ground  was  it  possible  to  justify 
[he  dispossession  of  these  local  authority 
which  for  ages  had  carried  on  the  work. 
Many    of    the     urban    districts    wen 

troughs  under  another  name.  They 
were  endowed  with  powers  almost  equal 
to  municipal  powers,  and  they  had  with 
i  n  their  areas  great  diversities  of  occupa- 
tions.    Why  should  they  not  be  entrusted 

vith  the  administration  of  this  Bill  ?  The 
County  Councils  did  not  want  the  work, 
indeed  they  would  rather  be  without  it 
because  they  realised  the  difficulties 
which  would  be  set  up  if  they  attempted 
to  impose  by-laws  on  these  self-governing 

omm unities.  He  would  like  to  rod 
one  very  strong  protest  which  he  tod 
read  in  the  Pres- — 

"  I  hear  that  a  strong  recommendation  btf 
I  >een  sent  to  the  Home  Secretary  on  behalf  or 
the  Rural  non-County  and  Urban  District 
Councils. in  favour  of  Mr.  Collings'  Amendment 
lor  including  these  bodies  as  administratis 
authorities  under  The  Employment  of  Childrw 
Bill.  They  contend  that  to  pass  them  by  » 
this  matter  is  to  impose  something  like  aa 
insult  upon  them  after  their  historic  experie*? 

>f  administration.  They  submit  also  that  the 
County  Councils  who  are  to  administer  rm>l 

lu-tricts  are  entirely  unfitted  for  the  porpo*. 
since  they  cannot  be  properly  acquainted  wWi 
•  local  circumstances.  '* 

In  the  evidence  given  before  the  Depart 

mental  Committee  they    would  find  the 

hon.  Member  for  Tavistock  said  he  wji 

in   favour  of   Rural  District     Councils 

'  having   this   jurisdiction,    and    another 

witness    said    he    did    not    believe  thf 

borough  to    which    he    referred    would 

ever  consent  to  take   by-laws  from  tie 

County    Council.      He     believed    therr 

j  would     be    perpetual     friction    in    uV 

idministration    of  the     Bill    unless  hi* 

Amendment  was  accepted.     Take  Devon 

is  an  example  of  how  the  localities  wouL 

be  affected  by  this  Bill.      There  were  is 

it    twenty-four    urban     districts— son* 

agricultural  and    some    watering-place* 

besides  seven  rural  districts,  containinf 

i bout  400  parishes   principally   occupy 

in    agriculture.     How    was   it    posaN' 

for   the  County  Council  to  know  whtf 

was  best  for  such  an  infinite  variety  < 

requirements  as  existed    n  that  count?  • 

]  Whatever  the  use   of    those  regulation 

{  might  be  in  large   towns,  he  contend*  ' 

j  that  they  were   absolutely    unnecessarr. 

even   foolish,   when   applied    to   vilbp*| 

and     country    places.       Hon.     Member 

talked  about  trading  at  night;    but  &t\ 

UVMravm  country  districts  were  in  bf 
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.at  eight  o'clock.  If  any  by-laws  were  to 
-apply,  his  contention  was  that  they 
should  be  made  by  the  authority  which 
knew  the  conditions  under  which  local 
occupations  were  carried  on.  There  was 
one  clause  which  said  that  no  child 
under  the  age  of  fourteen 

Mr.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire)  said 
he  wished  to  ask  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  entitled  in  his  Amendment  to 
discuss  all  the  clauses  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  must  confine  himself  to 
the  subject  of  his  Amendment,  which  is 
simply  what  should  be  the  authority. 
Some  of  the  observations  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  appear  to  me  to  be  irrelevant 
to  the  Amendment.  ! 

I 

*Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  said  he  was  en-  j 
deavouring  to  explain  that  the  requirements  I 
were  such  as  could  not  be  administered  by 
a  central  authority,  but  by  the  authority 
for  the  locality  where  the  occupations 
were  carried  on.  For  instance,  it  was 
proposed  that  no  child  under  fourteen 
should  begin  work  before  6  a.m.,  but 
that  the  local  authority  should  have 
power  to  alter  that.  At  harvest  time  or 
-at  fruit-picking,  say  in  Devonshire,  a  | 
farmer  would  have  to  send  to  Exeter  to 
get  the  by-law  temporarily  altered,  in 
order  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
locality.  The  fact  was  that  unless  the 
Amendment  was  accepted  it  would 
make  the  employment  of  children  in 
€uch  districts  almost  impossible,  because 
it  had  to  be  considered  in  connection 
with  the  severe  penalties  that  might 
be  imposed  ;  and  he  ventured  to  state 
that  in  the  face  of  such  penalties 
there  would  be  no  child  employment 
at  all.  The  Report  of  the  Committee 
was  all  in  favour  of  the  principle  of 
the  Amendment.  Not  only  that, 
tout  there  was  the  discredit  that 
would  otherwise  be  brought  on  the 
local  authorities,  of  whom  they 
prided,  and  rightly  prided,  themselves. 
He  would  give  another  reason.  If  the 
Amendment  were  not  accepted,  then 
other  Acts,  such  as  the  Cruelty  to 
Children  Act,  which  was  now  administered 
by  the  three  authorities  named  in  the 
Amendment,  would  be  taken  out  of 
.their  hands  and  placed  in  the  hands  of 


the  County  Council.  In  his  opinion, 
unless  the  Amendment  were  accepted, 
discredit  would  be  cast  on  the  local 
authorities.  He  did  not  know  what 
county  Members  would  think  when  the 
local  authorities  were  deprived  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  they  had  exercised 
almost  from  time  immemorial.  He 
hoped  his  right  hon.  friend  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  would  exercise  some  considera- 
tion. There  were  many  hon.  Members 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  who  saw  the 
difficulties  that  would  arise  if  the  clause 
remained  as  it  was.  In  his  opinion,  the 
Bill  would  create  evil,  and  the  only  way 
to  reduce  it  to  a  minimum  in  the  country 
districts  was  to  place  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Act  in  the  hands  of  the 
authorities  who  knew  the  requirements 
of  the  people  for  whose  good  government 
they  were  responsible.  He  begged  to 
move. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

44  In  page  5,  line  11,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  4  means,'  to  the  end  of  line  17,  and  insert 
the  words  •  the  council  of  any  municipal 
trough,  or  urban  district,  or  rural  district.' " — 
[Mr.  Jesse  fallings.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
4  in  case  of  '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARY  to  the 
HOME  OFFICE  (Mr.  Cochrane,  Ayr- 
shire, N.)  said  he  hoped  he  might  be 
allowed  to  reply  to  the  speech  of  his 
right  hon.  friend  in  the  hope  of  getting 
the  Bill  through.  He  was  sure  that  every- 
one sympathised  with  his  right  hon.  friend 
in  his  anxiety  to  safeguard  the  interests 
of  the  rural  population,  in  which  he  took 
so  much  interest ;  but  on  this  occasion 
he  thought  his  right  hon.  friend  had  been 
led  a  little  too  far.  What  was  the  history 
I  of  the  Amendment  introduced  upstairs  ? 
I  His  right  hon.  friend  must  remember  the 
I  Bill,  as  it  was  originally  drafted  in  1901, 
when  his  right  hon.  friend  was  more  or  less 
responsible. 

♦Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  said  he  was 
I  not  responsible  ? 

*Mr.  COCHRANE  said  he  was  sorry  his 
I  right  hon.  friend  had  so  far  neglected  his 
duty.  The  Billwasdraftedin  1901  and  the 
authorities  then  introduced  were  all  the 
Borough  and  County  Councils.  T^wN^w^ 
Education  X<&  vifcfc^*&*^\  wAV^***^* 
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apparent  that  it  was  in  every  way  desir- 
able not  to  have  conflicting  authorities  ; 
and  a  very  slight  modification  of  the 
original  proposal  met  the  unanimous 
view  of  the  Committee  upstairs. 

♦Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  said  he  pro- 
tested against  the  alteration  at  the  time. 

*Mr.  COCHRANE  said  it  was  agreed  j 
to  delay  the  discussion  until  the  definition  j 
clause,    but  his  right  hon.   friend's  en- 
thusiasm was    so  faint  that  he  did  not  i 

submit  his  Amendment  when  the  :  recognised  that  these  small  municipalities 
definition  clause  was  reached.  He  did  '  ought  to  be  treated  as  living  entities  who 
not  desire  to  say  anything  of  an  argu-  \  w°uld  look  after  the  interests  of  their  own 
mentative  nature.  The  Committee  psopta  All  that  was  now  changed.  They 
adopted  the  words  of  the  Education  Act  j  had  P*****  the  Education  Act,  and  they 
which  somewhat  reduced  the  number  of  '  were  **^ed  to  teke  tllat  *»  an  admirable 


smaller  municipalities.  He  was  as  anxious 
as  the  Under  Secretary  to  see  the  Bill 
pass,  but  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
accepted  an  Amendment  to  enable  the 
County  Councils  to  delegate  their 
authority  to  smaller  country  authorities 
and  to  boroughs  this  Amendment  would 
not  have  been  moved.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man  himself  admitted  that  the  original 
Bill  did  include  municipal  boroughs, 
which  showed  that  the  Government  of 
that  day,  with  the  benefit  of  the 
assistance  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  Bordealey  Division, 


Borough  Councils  by  imposing  a  limit  of 
10,000population.  As  introduced,  the  Bill 
conferred  powers  on  sixty-three  County 
Councils,  and  319  Borough  Councils. 
The  Committee  cut  out  110  Borough 
Councils  and  added  sixty-two  Urban  Dis- 
trict Councils  of  over  20,000  population. 
That  was  undoubtedly  a  very  great  im- 
provement. If  they  were  to  adopt  the 
suggestion  of  his  right  hon.  friend  they 
should  have  to  add  over  700  Urban 
District  Councils  and  661  Rural  Dis- 
trict   Councils,    each    of    which   would 


authority.  But  he  did  not  think  thej 
ought  to  copy  that  Act  as  regarded  local 
areas  and  local  authorities.  But  would 
the  education  authority  use  their  officers 
to  put  this  Act  into  force.  It  would  he 
an  extraordinary  thing  if  the  officers  of 
the  education  authority  were  to  be  called 
in  to  put  in  force  these  by-laws.  The 
Home  Office  already  had  to  consider  by- 
laws for  various  matters,  and  he  believed 
the  County  Councils  would  much  prefer 
that  the  small  municipalities  and  Urban 
and  Kural  District  Councils  should  them- 
selves  have  the  power    of  making  these 


have  the  power  to  make  bylaws  which  |  by.laW8.  If  the  County  Councils  lad  to 
would  have  to  be  referred  to  the  Home  ;  make  them  it  would  lead  to  much  trouble 
Secretary  for  his  approval.  He  would  ask  ;  and  friction,  as  the  Act  would  certainly 
his  right  hon.  friend  really  toconsider  what  |  not  work  smoothly  if  municipalities  were 
would  be  the  effect  on  the  Home  Office.  I  to  have  forced  upon  them  by-laws  which 
There  might  be  as  many  as  1,792  ;  they  had  had  no  hand  in  making  There 
different    sets     of     by-laws    throughout    could  be  no  dancer  in  allowing  these  local 


the  country ;  and  what  chaos  would 
not  that  occasion.  He  would  appeal 
to  his  right  hon.  friend  not  to  press 
the  matter  further.  He  hoped  he 
had  sufficiently  placed  the  arguments 
before  the  House,  and  that  they  would 
now  be  able  to  get  on  with  the  Bill. 

Sir  EDWAKI)  STR  ACHE  Y  (Somerset- 
shire, S.)  said  he  did  not  think  that  the 
Under  Secretary  had  by  attacking  his  right 
hon.  friend  [Mr.  Cochrane  dissentedf  in 
any  way  assisted  the  passing  of  the  Bill, 

because  undoubtedly  his  right  hon.  friend  

had  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  matter  \  pealed  to  the  House  to  come  to  a  decision 
and  was  fully  alive  to  its  importance.  I  on  the  Amendment,  the  principle  of  which 
There  was  a  strong  feeling,  at  any  rate    had  been  debated  at  considerable  length  in 

was  IP 
every 


bodies  to  frame  tneir  own  by-laws,  because 
no  by-law  could  come  into  force  until  the 
Home  Office  had  approved  of  it.  More- 
over, England  wae  treated  unfairly  in  this 
matter  as  compared  with  Scotland.  Every 
small  School  Board  in  Scotland  was  to  be 
entrusted  with  a  power  that  was  denied 
to  municipalities  in  England,  as  also  were 
boroughs  of  7,000  inhabitants.  If  for  no 
other  reason  than  that  he  would  support 
the  Amendment. 


Mr.   BROADHURST    (Leicester)  ap- 


in  the  West  of  England,  that  the  Govern 
nient  were  attempting  to  etu^Vi  out  the 

Mr.  Cochrane. 


the    Committee     upstairs. 
favour   in  the   abstract    of 


He 
giving 
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Council  the  power  to  make  these  by-laws, 
as  he  was  no  believer  in  the  justice  at  all 
times  of  large  majorities.  Large  numbers 
were  as  often  in  the  wrong  as  small 
minorities,  and  small  Councils,  in  his 
opinion,  were  as  capable  as  large  Councils. 
But  unless  more  rapid  progress  were 
made,  the  passage  of  the  Bill 
would     be     endangered.     He     wished 


the  Urban  and  District  Councils  to  have 
this  power,  but  rather  than  insist  on  that 
and  lose  the  Bill  he  would  take  the 
measure  as  it  stood. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  190 ;  Noes, 
(Division  List  No.  187.) 


AYES. 


Allen  ,CharlesP.  (Glouc.  ,Stroud 
Anson,  Sir  William  Keynell 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Asher,  Alexander 
Atkinson,  Kt.  lion.  John 
Aubrey-Fletcher,  Kt.  Ha.SirH. 
Bailey,  James  ( Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Kobert 
BalcarreB,  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (Munch' r 
Balfour,  Kt.  Hn.  G.  W.  {Leeds 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Black,  Alexander  William 
BlundeU,  Colonel  Henry 
Brigg,  John 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brodrick,  Kt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Butcher,  John  George 
Caldwell,  James 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
CavendUh,  V.C.  W.  {Derbyshire 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  {Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  {Greenwich 
Ciiamberlain,Rt.  Hon.  J.  (Birm 
Chamberlain,RtHn.J.  A(  Wore 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasg.) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Ciaig,  Kobert  Hauter(Lanark. 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Crossley,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Davies,  M.Vaughan-  (Cardign 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dimsdale,Rt.  Hn.Sir  Joseph  C. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
Edwards,  Frank 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (Maidstone) 
Evans,  Samuel  T. (Glamorgan) 
Fergusson,  Kt.  Hn  Sir  J.  (MancW 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Sir  Joseph  THomas 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Forster,  Henry  William 


Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbs,HnA.G.H(Ct*y  of  Land 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
GoBchen,  Hon.  George  Joachim 
Gray,  Ernest  ( West  Ham) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond  (Cambs 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Grey,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  E.  (Berwick 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Guidon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hamilton,  Marq.  of  (Londondy 
Hamilton.RtHnLordG(ilfiflWa; 
Hardie,  J.  Keir  (Merthyr  Tyd 
Hardy,  Laurence  (Kent,Aihfd 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harms  worth,  R  Leicester 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hayne,Rt.Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Heath,ArthurHoward(//antey 
Hermon-Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hobhouse.  RtHnH  (Somrst  K 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Houldsworth.  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Hutchinson,Dr.  CharlesFredk. 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Joyce.  Michael 
Knowles,  Lees 
Langley,  Batty 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool 
Lawson,  J.  Grant  ( Yorks.  %N.R.) 
Lawson, Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Hen  ease 
Leveson-Gower,  Fredk.  N.  8.    i 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine  , 
Long,Rt.Hn.Walter(JBrwtof,S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe.  Francis  Will 'am 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.,  Eskdale) 
Lucas,  Col.  Fraxkc\a(Lowestoft) 
Lucas,  Reg'ld  J.  (Portsmouth) 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M*  Arthur,  Charles,  (Liverpool) 
M' Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Mansfield,  Horace  Randall 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Massey-Mainwaring,  Hn.  W.  F. 
Mitchell,  Edw.  ( Fermanagh,  N. 
I  Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 


Montagu,  Hn.  J.  Scott  (Hants 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray  ,KtHn  A .  Graham(  Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Nuseey,  Thomas  Willans 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Pretvman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies.  John  S. 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Ridley,  S.  F.  (Bethnal  Green) 
Ritchie,Rt.Hn.Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Kobert 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Runciman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel, Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Seely,Maj.  J.  E.  B.(Isle oj Wight 
Shackieton,  David  James 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,H.C(ivorf/t'9?}o.  Tyneside 
Smith,  James  Parker(£anarA* 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spencer,Rt.  Hn.  C  B,(Northants 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,Rt.HnJ.G.(0a;/e/  Univ 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxttthy 
Taylor,  Theo.  C.  (Radclifft) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas.F.  Freeman  (Hastings) 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Toulmin,  George 
Valentia,  Viscouufc 
Tuaro&t,  Sat  YA^ttt  V^xetefS 
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Walrond,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 

Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  U.{Ashlonun.-Lyne 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Willoughby  de  Ercaby,  Lord 
Wilaon,  A    S.  (York,  E.  li.) 


Age-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Balfoor,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch. 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Bayley,  Thomas  {Derbyshire) 
Bond,  Edward 
Chapman,  Edward 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Dalxiel,  James  Henry 
Daviei,  Alfred  {Carmarthen) 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edw.  Algernon 
Flower,  Ernest 

Greene,  Henry  D.  {Shrewsbury 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 


{COMMONS} 

Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Midi 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wortley,  Rt  Hn.  C.B.  Stuart 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyhe,  Alexander 

NOES. 
Howard,  John(  KeiU,  Faversh'm 
Howard,  J.  (Midd.9  Tottenham 
Laboaohare,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lough,  Thomas 
M'L&ren,  Sir  Charles   Benj. 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Morgan,  D.  J.  {Walthamslow) 
Norman,  Henry 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Remnant,  Jas.  Farquharson 
Rickett,  J.   Compton 


of  the  House. 

Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tkllkrs  for  the  An 
Sir  Alexander  Acl 
Hood   and  Mr.  Feilo 


Rigg,  Richard 
Roberts.  John  H.  (Denbit 
Shaw,  CharlesEdw.  (Stafc 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merit 
Webb,  Colonel  William  Gee 
William*.  O.  (Merioneth) 
Worsley-Taylor.  Hry.  WJ 

Tkejxhs  for  th*  No* 
Mr.  Jesse  Collings  < 
Sir  Edward  Strachey. 


Mr.  ALBAN  GIBBS  (London)  said  the 
Amendment  he  desired  to  move  pro- 
vided that  the  City  of  London  should 
retain  powers  which  it  already  possessed 
under  enactments  to  be  repealed  by  this 
Bill.  He  believed  it  was  purely  by 
accident  the  provision  had  been  omitted, 
and  without  detaining  the  House  he 
would  simply  move. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  5,  line  1 1,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words, 
'the  City  of  London,  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Commons  of  that  City  in  Common  Council 
assembled,  in  the  case  of.'  '—{Mr.  Alban  Gibbs.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

And,  it  being  Midnight,  further  con- 
sideration of  the  Bill,  as  amended  (in  the 
Standing  Committee),  stood  adjourned. 

Bill,  as  amended  fin  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee), to  be  further  considered  upon 
Friday. 

PATENT  OFFICE  EXTENSION  (EX- 
PENSES.) 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to 
authorise  the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to 
be  provided  by  Parliament,  of  all  Ex- 
penses incurred  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Works  under  any  Act  of  the  present 
session  for  the  acquisition  of  land  for  the 
further  Extension  of  the  Patent  Office, 


and  for  purposes  connected  therewitt 

(Mr.  Elliot.) 

Resolution  to  be  reported  this  day. 

MILITARY  WORKS  (CONSOLIDATE 
FUND.) 

Resolution  reported,    "That  it  is 
pedient  to  make  further  provisions 
defraying  the  expenses  of  certain  Milito 
Works  and  other  Military  Services,  i 
to  authorise  the  issue  out  of  the  0 
solidated  Fund  of  such  sums,  not  exc* 
ing  £5,000,000,  as  may  be  required  : 
those  purposes,  and  to    make   provia 
for  raising,  in  the  manner  provided 
Section  2  of  The  Military   Works  A 
1897,  the  sums  so  issued   by  terminal 
annuities   for   a    period     not   exceedii 
thirty  years  from  the  date  of  borrow^ 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  SI 
Secretary  Brodrick,    Mr.    Chancellor 
the  Exchequer,  and  Lord  Stanley. 

MILITARY  WORKS  BILL. 
"  To  make  further  provision  for  defn 
ing  the  Expenses  of  certain  Miliar 
Works  and  other  Military  Service* 
presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  fo 
time ;  to*  be  read  a  second  time  opp 
Friday,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  29iJ 

TRADE  MARKS  (COTTON  WARES)  BUI 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read  ** 
discharged : — Bill  withdrawn. 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  *.* 
Twelve  o'clock. 
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PUBLIC   BILLS 

DEALT   WITH    IN    VOLUME   CXXV. 

Those  marked  thus  *  are  Government  Bills.  The  figures  in  parentheses  in 
tst  column  refer  to  the  page  in  this  volume.  "[h.l.]"  following  title 
tes  that  the  Bill  originated  in  the  Lords. 


(A.)    House  of  Lords 

Title  of  Bill. 

Brought  in  by 

Progress. 

d  of  Agriculture  and 
beries  [h.l.] 

Earl  of  Onslow 

Bead  3"  and  passed  9  July 
(128) 

►ugh  Funds 

Lord  Keiiyon 

Read  3*  and  passed  10  July 
(272) 

tracts  (India  Office) 

Earl  of  Hardwicke 

Royal  Assent  21  July  (1245) 

ity  Councils   (Bill  in 
-lianient) 

Lord  Kenyon 

Royal  Assent  21  July  (1245) 

ty  Courts  Jurisdiction 

Read  2a  16  July  (824) 

tension 

ition  (Borrowing) 

Royal  Assent  21  July  (1245) 

sntary       Education 
lendment 

Report  14  July  (558) 

Read  3*  and  passed  16  July 

(838) 
Royal  Assent  21  July  (1245) 

3a"  Postal  Orders 

Royal  Assent  21  July  (1245) 

t 

Earl  of  Donoughmore 

Second  Reading  (defeated) 
16  July  (820) 

sing  Acts  Amendment 

Earl  of  Wemyss 

Bill  withdrawn  14  July  (519) 

it  Railways 

Lord  Wolverton 

Read  lfl  21  July  (1249) 

il      Government 
ransfer  of  Powers) 

Lord  Kenyon 

Report  9  July  (131) 

cy  Acts  (Amendment) 
ndon  [H.L.] 

Earl  Carrington 

Committee  9  July  (133) 
Report  14  July  (558) 
Read  3*  and  passed  16  July 
(838) 

*ine    Store    Dealers 
eland) 

Earl  of  Denbigh 

Read  2a  14  July  (557) 

bropolitan  Streets 

Lord  Belper 

Read  la  20  July  (1129) 
Read  2a  21  July  (1292) 
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(A.) 

House  of  Lords — continued. 

Title  of  Bill. 

Brought  in  by 

Prognaa 

Military  Lands 

Lord  Ludlow 

Read  2«  21  July  (1249 

♦Motor-Cara  [h.l.] 

Lord     Balfour     of 
Burleigh 

Read  2-  14  July  (523) 
Committee    17th    Julj 
Committee   21st   July 

Outdoor  Relief  (Pensioners) 

Marquess  of  Granby 

Second   Reading    (def 
16th  July  (834) 

Pistols 

Earl  of  Donoughmore 

Read  2a  9th  July  (129 
Committee  10th  July  i 
Report  16th  July  (83« 
Bill    withdrawn     I7rt 

(1020) 

♦Public  Offices  (Dublin) 

Earl  of  Denbigh 

Read  la  9th  July  (128 
Read  2«  17th  July  (10! 

(B.)    House  of  Commons. 


Title  of  BilL 


Brought  In  by 


Bills  of  Exchange 

♦Contracts  (India  Office) 

♦County  Councils  (Bills  in 
Parliament) 

♦Education  (Borrowing) 

Elementary    Education 
Amendment 

♦Employment  of  Children 

♦Expiring  Law  Continuance 

Guinea  Postal  Orders 

♦Irish  Land 


♦Licensing  Acts  (Scotland) 
Consolidation  and  Amend- 
ment 


♦London  Education 


♦London     School      Board 
(Hildrop  Road  Site) 


Sir  Wm.  Holland 
Lord  George  Hamilton 
Mr.  Walter  Long 

Mr.  Walter  Long 
Mr.  Heywood  Johnstons 

Mr.  Akers  Douglas 
Mr.  Arthur  Elliot 
Mr.  Henniker-Heaton 
Mr.  Wyndham 


Mr.     A.     Graham 
Murray 


Sir  Wm.  Anson 


Sir  Wm.  Anson 


Read  1°  21st  July  (132 
Royal  Assent  2 1st  July 
Royal  Assent  21st  July 

Royal  Assent  21st  July 
Royal  Assent  21st  Jul v 


Consideration  22nd  Jul 

(1549) 
Read  1°  15th  July  (710 

Royal  Assent  21st  July 

Committee  8th  July  (3? 
Report  17th  July  (1029 
Read    3°     passed    21st 

(1322) 
Report  13th  July  (417) 
Report  21st  Julv  (1399 
Report,    read    3*°    passe* 

22nd  July  (1507)  (13: 

Report  14th  July  (587) 
Report  15th  July  (713) 
B6**    3°    passed    22nd 

(1451) 
Read  1°  9th  July  (165) 


(B.) 

Bouse  of  Commons— -continued. 

Title  of  Bill. 

Brought  In  by 

Progress. 

Marriage  with  Foreigners 

Mr.  Macdona 

Read  1°  9th  July  (165) 

*  Metropolitan  Streets 

Mr.  Akers  Douglas 

Committee  8th  July  (120) 
Committee  17th  July  (1087) 

♦Military  Works 

Mr.  Brodrick 

Read  1°  22nd  July  (1560) 

Mortgage  of  Premises 

Sir  Wm.  Holland 

Read  1°  21st  July  (1321) 

*Naval  Works 

Mr.  Pretyman 

Read  2°  11th  July  (311) 

♦Naval  Works  (Portsmouth 
Barracks  Site) 

Mr.  Pretyman 

Read  1°  14th  July  (587) 

Parliamentary    and    Elec- 
torial  Reform 

Mr.  Keir  Hardie 

Read  1°  21st  July  (1321) 

♦Patriotic  Fund 

Mr.  Pretyman 

Read  1°  20th  July  (1163) 

♦Statute      Law     Revision 
(Scotland)  [h.l.] 

Mr.  Graham  Murray 

Read  1°  17th  July  (1089) 

Trade  Marks  (Cotton  Wares) 

Sir  Wm.  Hoiddsworth 

Bill    withdrawn    22nd    July 

(1500) 
Read  !•  15th  July  (816) 

Tuberculosis   (Animals) 
Compensation 

Mr.  Ernest  Gray 
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APPENDIX  II. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS,    SESSION    1903. 

List  of  Rules,  Orders,  &c,  which  have  been  presented  during  the  Session,  and 
required  by  Statute  to  lie  for  an  appointed  number  of  Days  upon  the  TabI 
the  House. 

[In  continuation  of  List  given  in  previous  volume.] 


Title  of  Paper. 


Inebriate  Reformatories  (Regulations),— Copy  of  Regu- 
lations made  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  for  the  management 
and  discipline  of  the  certified  Inebriate  Reformatories 
at  Lewes  and  Chesterfield  [61  and  62  Vic,  c  60,  8. 
21(1)] 

Inebriate  Reformatories  (Regulations), — Copy  of  amended 
Regulations  made  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  for  the  management 
and  discipline  of  the  certified  Inebriate  Reformatories 
at  Brentry  and  Horfield  [61  and  62  Vic,  c.  60,  s.  21  (1)] 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland), — Copy  of  Rules  made 
by  the  Intermediate  Education  Board  for  Ireland  for 
the  Examination  in  Music  dated  26th  June  1903  [41 
and  42  Vic,  c.  66,  s.  6] 

Public  Records  (Comptroller  and  Auditor  General), — 
Copy  of  Second  Schedule  containing  a  List  and  Par- 
ticulars of  Classes  of  Documents  which  have  been 
removed  from  the  Office  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor 
General,  and  deposited  in  the  Public  Record  Office, 
but  are  not  considered  of  sufficient  public  vaiue  to 
justify  their  preservation  therein  [40  and  41  Vic,  c.  55, 
s.  1] 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890, — Copy  of 
Regulations  made  by  the  Local  Government  Board  for 
Ireland  as  to  Issue  of  Stock  by  Urban  Authorities  [53 
and  54  Vic,  c.  59,  s.  52(3)] 

Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  (Special  Exceptions  —Meal 
Hours  in  Iron  and  Steel  Foundries  in  Scotland), — Copy 
of  Order,  dated  14th  July  1903,  made  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  in  pursuance  of 
Section  40  (4)  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
extending  the  Special  Exceptions  as  to  Meal  Hours  to 
male  young  persons  employed  in  Iron  and  Steel 
Foundries  in  Scotland  [1  Edw.  VII.,  c  22,  s.  126  (3)] 

Public  Records  (Post  Office),— Copy  of  Fourth  Schedule 
containing  a  List  and  Particulars  of  Classes  of  Docu 
ments  existing  or  accruing  in  the  Office  of  His  Majesty's 
Postmaster  General  which  are  not  considered  of  suf- 
ficient public  value  to  justify  their  preservation  in  the 
Public  Record  Office  \40  and  4\  \\e.,  o.  *&,  *.  \\ 


Date  from  which 
the  Period  runs. 


{ 


9  July 


9  July 


10  July 


10  July 


Period  to  lie  n 
the  Table. 


4  weeks  (whi 
the  House  i 
sitting) 


4  weeks  (whi 
the  House  i 
sitting) 


40  days 


4  weeks 


15  July 


16  July 


17  July 


30  days 


40  da)  s 


4  weeks 


INDEX 


TO  THE 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 

[AUTHORISED    EDITION]. 
EIGHTH     VOLUME    OF    SESSION     1903. 

JULY  8— JULY  22. 


EXPLANATION  OF  ARRANGEMENT  AND  ABBREVIATIONS. 

Bills:  Read  First,  Second,  or  Third  Time  =  lR,,  2r.,  3r.  [c]  =  Commons.  [/.]  =  Lords. 
A  mend t.  —  Amendment.  Os.  =  Observations.  Qs.  —  Questions.  As.  =  Answers. 
Com.  =  Committee.  Con.  =  Consideration.  Where  in  the  Index  *  is  added  with 
Reading  of  a  Bill,  or  a  Vote  in  Committee  of  Supply,  it  indicates  that  no  Debate  took 
place  on  that  Stage  of  the  Bill,  or  on  that  Vote.  Subjects  discussed  in  Committee 
of  Supply  are  entered  under  their  headings,  and  also  under  Members'  Names,  without 
reference  to  the  actual  Vote  before  the  Committee. 


Aberdeen 

Fish,  destruction  of— Amount  destroyed 
in  Scotland  during  1902. 
Q.  Mr.    Pine ;    A.    Mr.    B.    Law, 
July  8,  17. 

Post  Office  Employees — Leave  of  Absence 
to  attend  Volunteer  Camp,  Refused 
to — Granting  Leave  of  Absence  pro- 
posed. 
Q.    Mr.  Crombie  ;  A.  Mr.   Austen 
Chamberlain,  July  15,  694. 

Aberdeen  Corporation  Tramways  Order 
Confirmation  Bill 

L  lR,#  July  9,  126. 
Rep.#  July  9,  126. 
3R.*  July  21,  1248. 

Aberdeen,  Earl  of 

Motor-Cars    Bill    {Committee),    July   21, 
1291. 
Abraham,  Mr.  W.  [Cork  Co.,  N.] 

Fitzgerald,    Mrs.,    Alleged     Assault    on, 
Nature  of  Offence—Inquiry  into  Case 
proposed,  July  16t  842. 
Africa 

Memorandum  Showing  Position  of  Four 
African  Protectorates  Administered 
by  Foreign  Office— Copy  Presented, 
July  22,  1430. 

Africa,  Central 

British  Protectorate. 

Chiromo  and  Blantyre  Railway,  Con- 
struction of  Date  of  Commence- 
ment, Length  of  Line,  Cost,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;   A.  Lord  Cran- 
borne,  July  16,  842. 


Africa,  Central— cont. 

British  Protectorate— cont. 

Grantin-Aid,  1902-1903— Amount  of. 
Q.  Mr.   J.    Ellis ;    A.   Lord  Cran- 
borne,  July  16,  843. 

Trade  of— Value  of  Imports  and  Ex- 
ports for  1903. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  Ellis ;  A.  Lord  Cran- 
borne,  July  16,  843. 

Preservation  of  Wild  Animals  in— Carry- 
ing out  of  terms  of  Convention— Co- 
operation with  other  Governments. 
Q.    Viscount  Sidmouth;    A.   Mar- 
quess of  Lansdowne,  July  IS, 
376. 

Africa,  East 

British  Protectorate. 

British  Steamships  Trading  with  East 
African  Protectorate  —  Recom- 
mendation of  H.M.  Commis- 
sioner with  regard  to  Subsidisa- 
tion of. 
Q.  Mr.  Orr-Ewing;  A.  Mr. 
Ritchie,  July  20,  1135. 

Grant-in- Aid,  1902-1903,  Amount  of. 
Q.    Mr.   J.    Ellis;     A.  Lord  Cran- 
borne,  July  16,  843. 
Report  on  Slavery  and   Free  Labour 
Presented,  July  i&\819  ;  July  17, 
1023. 

Trade  of— Value  of  Imports  and  Ex- 
ports for  1893. 


Aft*— Ans] 


INDEX. 
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Africa,  South 

British  Indian  Subjects  in  South  African 
Colonies,  Treatment  of —Lord  Milner's 
Despatch  relative  to. 

Q.  SirM.  Bhownageree  ;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  July  22,  1441. 

Native  Labour,  Commission  of  Inquiry 
into  —  Representation  of  Interest* 
other  than  Mining,  proposed. 

Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  21,  1309. 
Railway  Construction— Restrictions  as  to 
Employment    of    Native   Labour  in 
Conditions  of  Contract— Reason  for 
Restrictions. 

Q.  SirC.   Dilke;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  £2,  1311. 

Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  [Edinburgh,  S.] 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  22,  1517, 
1525,  1537. 

Public  Holidays— Allowances  to  Officials 
on  Piece-work,  Granting  of,  proposed, 
July  24,  566. 

Agricultural  Labourers 

Wages  of — During  la«»t  fifty  years.  Official 
information  with  regard  to. 

Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas ;  A.  Mr.  A. 
Fellowes,  July  15,  691. 

Agriculture,  Board  of 

President— The  Earl  of  Onslow. 

Agriculture 

Corn — Proposed  increase  in  price  of,  In- 
clusion within  scope  of  Fiscal  Inquiry 
of,  Question  of  effect  upon    British 
Agriculture  of  increased  prices. 
Q.  Mr.  Soares ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal 
four,  July  8,  21. 

Agriculture    and  Technical  Instruction 
Department,  Ireland 
Grants,  Return  of  Grants  made,  proposed. 
Q.     Mr.    T.    M.    Healy;    A.   Mr. 
Atkinson,  July  21,  1303. 

btaffof  Board,  Remuneration  of. 

Q.  Mr.  MacVeagh ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  .9,  144. 

Tobacco-growing  in  Ireland. 
Os.  Mr.    W.   Redmond,  July  20,  1214 ; 
Sir  F.  Wills,  July  20,  1217  ;    Mr. 
Ritchie,  July  20,  1218 ;  Mr.  Field, 
July  20,  1218. 

Alexandra  Park  and  Palace  Bill 
c.  Rep.*  July  10,  303. 

3li.*  July  25,685. 
/.  1R.*  July  16,  818. 

Allotments 

Scotland— Return  Presented,  July  15,  686. 

Ahrerstone,  Lord  [Lord  Chief  Justice] 

County  Courts  Jurisdiction  ILxtoiLiVni 
BUI,  Jtdyl6,m 
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Ambrose,  Dr.  S.  [Mayo,  W.] 

Inniahlyre  Harbour — Consultation  w 
Westport  and  Harbour  Commission 
as  to  Site  of  New  Harbour,  Resolut 
of  Commissioners,  July  16,  868. 

Mayo  Piers  and  Harbours,  Condition  o 
Report  of  County  Surveyor  on,  Car 
out  of  improvements  recommend 
July  8,  27  ;  July  14,  580. 

Anson,  Sir  W. — Parliamentary  Secretary 
the  Board  of  Education  [Oxford  Univ 
sity] 

Beaumaris    County     School,      Financ 
Difficulties  of— No  reined y   for  ci 
till   Part  II.   of  the  Education  A 
1902,  has  come  into  force,  July 
668. 

Cambridge  Day  Training  College— P. 
ment  of  increased  grants  to  Stude 
of  College  who  are  Members  of  i 
University  Colleges*,  July  8,  5. 

Company  Schools,  grants  to,  July  9, 2K 

County  Councils  and  Voluntary  Sehc 
— Resolution  of  County  Councils 
contribute  nothing  but  Governm 
Grants  to  the  Maintenance  of 
Voluntary  Schools  contrary  to  Re 
lations  of  the  Act  of,  1902,  July  6, 

Education  Act,  Working  of — Control 
local  Authorities'  Scheme  of  Coud 
—Constitution  of  the  Education  O 
mittee— Delegation  of  Powers  un 
the  Act — Tripartite  arrangement 
Board— Arrangements  for  Control 
Secondary  Education,  Technologi 
Department,  Evening  Classes- 
spect  orate  of  Schools — Expendit 
on  Secondary  Education  and  on  1 
mcntary  Education — Training  i 
leges  for  Teachers  —  Physical  C 
dition  of  School  Children.  Julv  9. 
240.  * 

Education  Board, 

Assent  to  Arrangements  Contrai 
ing  their  Rules  given  by— Qt 
tion  of  Ventilation — Inspection 
Schools— Physical  Condition 
School  Children—  Training 
Teachers -Number  of  Childrei 
Classes  — By  -  law  concen 
Religious  Instruction — Contrt 
Deaf  and  Blind  Schools— AVoi 
on  Education  Committee 
Answers  to  Questions  and  0 
cisms,  July  9,  242,  257,  261,  : 
265. 

Intelligence  Department — Resdi 
tion  of  Mr.  Sadler,  July  0, 25 

Llangollen  School  Board,  alle 
Preferential  Treatment  of  Scho 
July  22,  1438. 

London  Education— Election  of  i 
Aut™nty— Arrangements    f 
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Anson,  Sir  W-—cont. 

Education  Board — cont. 

London  Education  Bill,  July  2&  59.\ 
601,  619,  620,  627,  <M0.  047,  649, 
650,  655,  660,  668,  675,  680  ;  Jnhj 
15,  715,  718,  724,  T2h,  726t  731, 
732,  733,  734,  737,  740,  747,  756, 
757,  759,  761,  766,  768,  775,  792, 
793,  794,  804,  808,  814  ;  JWy  £* 
1489. 

Medical  Examination  of  School  Chil- 
dren— Powers  with  regard  to,  in 
hands  of  Local  Education  Author- 
ities, July  13,  387. 
Schools. 

Accommodation — Schools  above  Or- 
dinary Limit  of,  Places  at  which 
Sanctioned,  Numbers  of  scholars, 
Reason  for  which  sanction  given, 
July  13,  393. 

Religious  Instruction  in. 

By-law  with  reference  to,  July  22, 
1437. 

Times  for  religious  instruction  as 
specified  in  Education  Acts — 
Powers  of  local  authorities 
with  regard  to  time  of  religious 
instruction,  July  14,  579. 

Rural  Schools  Curriculum — Drawing 
as  a  School-subject — Regulations 
with  regard  to,  July  22,  1448. 

Size  of-  No  prescribed  limit  of  size  for, 
Recommendation  in  Buildings 
Rules  with  regard  to  limit,  Schools 
sanctioned  to  exceed  prescribed 
limit,  July  9,  140. 

University  Hostels — Students  in,  Grants 
to,  Declaration  of  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  with  regard  to  giving  effect 
to  by  Board  of  Education,  July  8,  4. 

Appeal  Courts 

see  Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill. 

Ardagh 

St,  Mel's  Cathedral,  State  of  Ruins — Steps 
to  be  taken  to  Preserve  Ancient  Ruins. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Elliot, 
July  8,  10. 

Army 

Secretary  of  State— Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 

Brodrick. 
Under  Secretary — Earl  of  Hardwicke. 
Financial  Secretary — Lord  Stanley. 

Army    Corps  —  First    Army    Corps,    3rd 
Division,  Formation  of,  strength,  etc, 
Fifth  and  Sixth  Corps,  formation  of. 
Q.  Mr.   Pirie:    A.    Mr.   Brodrick, , 
July  13,  399. 

Cape  Ragging  Case — Appearance  of  two 
Officers  under  constructive  arrest,  prior 
to  holding  of  Court-Martial,  at  Ascot 
Races,  Names  of  Officers,  Action  of 
War  Office  with  regard  to  breach  of 
promise. 
Qs.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  As.  Mr. 
Brodrick,  July  16,  859. 
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[Ans— Arm 


Army— cont. 
Contracts. 

Dublin  Master  Tailors'  Association — 
Complaint  from,  with  regard  to 
new  arrangement  for  sending  in 
Estimates. 
Q.  Mr.  Lundon  ;   A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, July  13,  400. 
Fair  Wage    Resolution— Alleged  In- 
fringement of  by  Messrs.  Francis 
&  Son,  of  Deptford. 
Q.    Captain  Norton ;    A.    Mr, 
Brodrick,  July  21,  1305. 
Expenditure — Excesses,      Statement     of, 
Copy  presented,  July  14,  564. 

Foot     Guards— Actual     Strength     and 
Authorised  Establishment. 

Q.  Mr.  K.  Balfour ;    A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, July  20,  1139. 
Guns — Quick-firing  Gun  for  issue  to  Royal 
Horse  and  Field  Artillery — Decision 
as  to  pattern,  date   of   commencing 
manufacture,  etc. 
Q.  Major  Seely  ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
July  14,  575. 
Infantry  Soldiers  of  the  Line— Average 
cost  of. 

Q.    Colonel   Long ;    A.    Mr.  Brod- 
rick, July  20,  1138. 

Militia — Appointments  from,  New  Regu- 
lations with    regard    to,    Nature    of 
Entrance  Examination,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.  S.  Evans;   A.    Mr.  Brod- 
rick, July  22,  1439. 
Officers. 

Majors  serving  away  from  their  Regi- 
ments—Number  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Pirie  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  13,  396. 
Married    Non-Commissioned    Officers 
and  Officers  detached  from  their 
Regiments — Refusal  of  option  of 
money    in    lieu    of    Rations    to, 
Inquiry  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
July  16,  856. 
Retired  Officers. 

Declaration  required  from  Officer 
on  retired  pay  to  the  effect 
that  he  holds  no  position  of 
profit,   previous  to  receiving 
allowance — Date     of     order 
enforcing  declaration,  aboli- 
tion of  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.   H.    Heaton;    A. 
Lord     Stanley,     July 
14,  574. 
Pension,   Increase    of,    for    those 
re- em  ployed     during     South 
African  War. 
Q.  Mr.  Pirie  ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, July  22,  1439. 
Royal    Toast,    Toast   drunk    in 
water     instead     of     Wine, 
King's  statement  with  regard 
to,    Bringing   statement   to 
notice   of    Officers  in    Com- 
mand, proposed. 

Q.    Mr.     Broadhurst  \    A. 
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Retired  Officers— cont. 

Staff  Officers,  Army  Regulations 
with  regard  to  Regimental 
Duty— Disregard  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Pirie  ;  A. 
July 


Brodrick, 
399. 


Mr. 
13, 


Pensions. 

Devine,    John,    late     2nd     Dragoon 
Guards,  Case  of,  Application  for 
Pension  refused. 
Q.   Sir    F.    Rasch;    A.    Lord 
Stanley,  July  20,  1141. 

Griffin,  James,  late  of  Royal  Garrison 
Regiment,  Granting    pension  to, 
proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Joyce ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
July  8,  13. 

Rations. 

Pretoria,  Condemned  rations  at. 

Authority  responsible  for  passing 
Contracts. 
Q.    Mr.    Dillon  ;   A.  Lord 
Stanley,      July       14, 
574. 

Board  of  Officers,  assembled  to 
Report  on,  Proceedings 
of,  Presented,  July  9, 
128. 

Report     of  —  Carrying    out 

recommendations         of, 

with  regard  to  recovery 

of  cost  f i  oin  Contractors. 

Q.     Mr.     K.    Hardie; 

A.    Lord   Stanley, 

July  14,  572. 

Firms  having  supplied  these 
rations,  if  lutioos  sup- 
plied by  them  had  be-sn 
condemned  on  previous 
occasions  since  1899. 

Names  of    firms,   quantities 
condemned,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  K.  Hardie; 
A.  Lord  Stan- 
ley, July  16, 
862. 

Tinned   Rations,  Cause  of  Damage — 
Periodical    Examination   of  Ra- 
tion in  future. 
Q.   Mr.    C.    Wason ;   A.  Lord 
Stanley,  July  14,  572. 

see  also  War  Office. 

Recruits,  Physical  Unfitness  of- Memor- 
andum of  Director-General  Presented, 
July  16,  819,  840. 

Reserve,  Regulations  relating  to,  Pre- 
sented, July  20,  1094,  1131. 

Scots   Fusiliers,   2nd    Battalion  —  South 
African    War,  Medals  not  yet    dis- 
tributed to— Cause  of  Delay,  etc. 
O.   Mr.  Pirie  ;    A.  W-  Ttao&nfcV, 
July  15,o9a, 


Aimy—cont- 

Stores  and  Supplies — District  Contr 
for  Regimental  Institutes — Mak 
District  Contracts  for  Beer  Sapp 
Prohibited  by  Army  Order— Re-< 
sideration  of  Army  Order  propose 
Q.  Sir  T.  Dewar  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodr 
July  15,  602. 

Telegrams,   Cost  of,    to   Soldiers  Sen 
Abroad — Arrangements  for  Lessee 
Expenses  Proposed. 
Q.     Mr.    Piatt  -  Higgins ;    A.   ] 
Brodrick,  July  IS,  396. 

Tent  Bottoms — Conditions  of  Obtaini 
Tent  Bottoms  by  Non-Comraissioi 
Officers  and  Men  under  Canvas. 
Q.  Sir  G.  Hartley  ;   A.   Mr.  Br 
rick,' July  9, 147. 

Troops— Sterilisation  of  Water  for  Tro 
in    the    Field  —  Results    of   Test 
Scheme  of  Sterilisation. 
Q.   Sir.  M.    foster ;  4.  Mr.  ft 
lick,  July  IS,  395. 

Veterinary  Department. 

Recommendations  of  Committee 
Nature  of,  Date  of  Bringing  i 
Force. 
Q.    Mr.     W.    Digby;    A, 
Brodrick,  July  15,  683. 

Strength  of,  as  Compared  with  E*i 
lishment. 
Q.    Mr.    Pirie;    A.  Mr.  R 
rick,  July  IS,  397. 

Army  Estimates. 

War  Office— £331,500,  Com.  July  K  S 

Arnold  Forster,  Mr.  H.  O.— Secretary  k 
Admiralty  [Belfast,  W.] 
Australian  Squadron. 

Colonial    Contribution — Annual 
penditure,  July  20,  1 142. 

Royal  Naval  Reserve,  Cost  of  M 
tenance,  by  whom  borne  Jul\ 
1142. 

Devonport  and  Portsmouth  Dockysr 
Number  of  Employees  in  Recek 
Wages,  Number  of  Vacant  SI 
Jtdy  16,  695. 

Diving  and  Swimming — Inclusion  rt 
Naval  Training,  etc,  July  22%  1* 

'•  Donegal  "—Alleged  Postponement 
Gunnery  Trials  owing  to  Def« 
Sights  on — Sighting  Arrangem 
Experimental,  July  20,  1137. 

"  Hyacinth"  and  "  Minerva"  Repair? 
Trials— Information  Available  i 
regard  to,  at  early  date,  /v/y 
564. 

Naval  A  ttacht— Appointment  of  A 
tional— Country  to  which  AcereJi 
etc.,  July  20,  1137. 


Asher,  Mr.  A.  [Elgin  Burgh] 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolid* 
w&d  Amendment  Bill,  July  IS, 


\ 
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Asquith,  Rfc  Hon.  H.  H.  [Fife,  E.] 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  IS,  444, 
456. 

Coolie  Riot,  causo  of. 
Q.  Mr.    H.   Roberts;    A.  Earl  Percy, 
July  22,  1444. 

Excise   Administration — Report    of    In- 
quiry— Communicating     Information 
to  House  before  Close  of  the  Session. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts ;  A.  Earl  Percy, 
July  15,  697. 

Assizes 

Winter  Assizes — Orders  in  Council  Re- 
lating to  Presented,  July  21,  1249, 
1297. 

Aston  Manor  Improvement  Bill 
c.  3R.*  July  14,  563. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1246. 

Atherley  Jones,  Mr.  L-  [Durham,  N.W.] 
British  Investments  Abroad  and  Foreign 
Investments  in  Great  Britain,  Amounts 
of,  etc.,  July  20,  1143. 

Atkinson,   Bt.   Hon.    J —Attorney-General 
for  Ireland  [Londonderry,  N.] 

Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction  De- 
partment, Ireland—Proposed  Return 
of  Grants  made— Difficulty  of  Pre- 
paring Return — Sources  of  Informa- 
tion, July  21,  1303. 

Belturbet  Rent  Collector  Surcharged  by 
Local  Government  Auditor— Applica- 
tion to  be  made  for  mandamus  to  set 
aside  Order  confirming  Surcharge, 
July  21,  1318. 

Dingle  Bar,  Conduct  of  Foreign  Trawlers 
in — Insufficient  Evidence  to  sustain 
Prosecution  for  Illegal  Trawling,  July 
14,  580. 

Irish  Criminal  Law  on  Irish  Members, 
Operation  of — Behaviour  of  Police  in 
certain  Districts— Question  of  Packed 
Juries,  July  20,  1231. 

Irish  Land  Bill— Committee,  July  8, 36,  37 
38,  47,  91,  92,  94, 95,  99,  109  ;  July  17, 
1046,  1048, 1049, 1060,  1061, 1062, 1063. 

Irish  National  Schools,  Committee  on 
Revision  of  Plans  of — Final  Report 
not  yet  Complete—  Allowances  in  Ur- 
gent Cases,  July  21,  1303. 

Longford  County. 

Appeals  in. 

Alleged  Reduction  of  Number  of 

—  Explanation    of   Changes 

made  in  List  of  Cases,  July  9, 

143. 

Estates  for  Sale  in,  Number  of,  July 

8,  10. 

Mayo  Piers  and  Harbours — Report  on 
received  from  County  Surveyor— No 
money  to  be  expended  on  improve- 
ments under  Marine  Works  Acts, 
July  14,  580. 
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Atkinson,  Bt.  Hon.  J.~cont. 

Tenant  Purchaser,  Mr.  S.  Gillmor— Affi- 
davit of  Mr.  S.  Gillmor  that  he  was 
tenant  of  "  of  the  Acres  "  for  purpose 
of  obtaining  Advance  from  Land 
Commission  —  Proposed  Sworn  In- 
quiry, July  20,  1150. 

Australasia 

Australian  Commonwealth  and  Foreign 
Governments — Agreement  of  South 
Australian  Government  to  Arrange- 
ment that  on  Matters  relating  to 
Foreign  Governments  the  Common- 
wealth Government  should  be  con- 
sulted. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  July  9,  149. 

Australian  Squadron. 

Colonial     Contribution     to     Annual 

Expenditure— Estimated  Cost  of. 

Q.    Mr.    C.    Wason;    A.   Mr. 

Arnold-Forster,    July   20, 

1142. 

Royal   Naval    Reserve — Maintenance 
of,    out  of  Australian  contribu- 
tion. 
Q.    Mr.   C.   Wason;    A.    Mr. 
Arnold  -  Forster,  July  20, 
1142. 

Austria-Hungary 

New  General  Customs  Tariff,  with  Com- 
parison of  Customs  Duty  contained 
in  proposed  Tariff  with  rates  at 
present  in  force  on  Imports  from 
United  Kingdom — Copy  of  Transla- 
tion presented,  July  8,  3. 

Avebury,  Lord 

County  Courts    Jurisdiction     Extension 

Bill,  July  16,  824. 
Preferential  Tariffs,  July  10,  280. 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  Bill 

I.  3r.#  July  14,  517. 

c.  Lords  Amendments  con.*  July,  20, 1129. 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  (Extension  of 
Time)  Bill 
1.  Com*  July  14,  518. 

Baker   Street   and    Waterloo    Railway 
(Transfer)  Bill 
/.  Rep.#  July  9,  125. 

Balfour,  Bt.  Hon.  A-  J. — Prime  Minister 
and  First  Lord  of  tli*.  Treasury  [Man- 
chester, E.] 

Cairo  Lunatic  Asylum — Alleged  Inade- 
quacy of  Accommodation  in,  July  16, 
866. 

Clergy — Poverty  of — Administration  of 
Ecclesiastical  Funds,  Proposed  Ap- 
pointment of  Royal  Commission  of 
inquiry  into,  July  20,  1160. 

Duties  on  German  Goods,  Imposition  of 
Retitialory — Statement    *1    ^>t>&s^ 

July  16,  S8&. 
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Balfour,  Bt  Hon.  A.  J.—cont. 

Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  Bill — Bill  to 
be  Proceeded  with,  July  20,  1160. 

Fiscal  Inquiry. 

British  Shipping  and  Foreign  Protec- 
tive Systems—Proposed  Inclusion 
of  Questions  relating  to  within 
Scope  of  Inquiry,  July  9,  161. 

Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  299,  of 
Session  of  1825,  Proposed  Publica- 
tion of,  July  17,  1028. 

Forth  and  Clyde  Canal,  Attitude  of  Ad- 
miralty towards  proposed  Construc- 
tion, July  15,  702. 

Franco- Spanish  Alliance,  No  Information 
received  with  regard  to,  July  22,  1450. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes,  Intro- 
duction of  Bill  dealing  with — Date 
uncertain,  July  8,  33. 

Ireland,  Royal  Visit  to — Proposed  Repeal 
of  Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  (Ire- 
land) Act,  1887,  Prior  to,  July  9,  159. 

Irish  Gold  Ornaments. 

Gift  to  the  Irish  Academy,  July  8,  30. 

Tea  Room,  Proposed  Display  in,  July 

8,  30. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (3r.),  July  21,  1336. 

Iron  and  Steel  Exports,  Weight  and  Value 
of,  in  each  Half-year  of  1901,  1902, 
1903,  Juy  14,5m. 

London  Education  Bill,  July  14,  589,  683, 
684. 

Merchant  Shipping  Agreements  with 
American  International  Mercantile 
Marine  Association  and  Cunard  Com- 
pany not  yet  completed,  July  20, 
1101. 

Naval  Base— Proposed  consideration  of 
(Jur stion  of  Enlarging  the  Forth  and 
Clyde  Canal  for  new  Naval  Base,  July 
13,  414. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules  of — 
Opportunity  for  Debating  New  Rules 
as  yet  Undebated — Proposed  Select 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  Undesirability 
of  Granting,  July  9,  163. 

Patriotic  Fund — Introduction  of  Bill  deal- 
ing with  Patriotic  Commission  during 
present  season,  July  15,  704. 

Physical  Training  in  England  and  Wales 
— Suggested  Inquiry  on,  Form  of  In- 
quiry undetermined,  July  15,  693. 

South  African  War — Royal  Commission 
on,  Publication  of  Report  at  early 
date,  July  16,  869. 

Sugar  Imports  from  Austria  and  Hungary 
— No  Impediment  in  way  of  Entering 
into  usual  August  Contracts,  either 
before  or  after  passing  of  the  Sugar 
Convention  Bill,  July  20,  1161. 

Terminable  Leaseholds — Opportunity  for 

Discussion  of  a  Measure  to  Remedy 

Defects    under    present    System    of 

1  Tenure,  No  Promise  nWki  Ka%%x&  W 

possible,  July  8,  3fc. 
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Balfour,  St  Hon.  A.  J. — cont. 

Town  Holdings  Committee,  Pro] 
Appointment  of — Proposal  not  1 
carried  out,  July  SI,  1320. 

Trade  with  Roumania — Alleged  Nej 
tions  between  German  and  Roumi 
Government  for  new  Comm 
Treaty,  Decrease  in  British  1 
with  Roumania,  July  16,  866. 

Twelve  o'Clock  Kale — Suspension  of. 

No  Desire  to  Suspend  Kale  Pr 
turely,  July  16,  871. 

No  Fresh  Bills  of  Controvc 
Nature  to  be  Brought  on,  m 
July  16,  872. 

Woolwich  Royal  Arsenal  Exploai 
Widows  and  Children  of  Vict 
Provision  for,  July  SI,  1306. 

Balfour,    Rt.    Hoil.    G-.     W.— President 
the  Board  of  Trade  [Leeds,  Central] 

Baltasoura,  Proposed  Removal  of  Sar 
Boat  at,  July  IS,  391. 

Coal  Exports. 

Increase  in  Value  of,  During  I 
Half  of  1903,  July  15,  688. 

Value  of,  for  1902,  July  14,  568. 

Coasting  Steamers— Steamers  Allowe 
Navigate  round  United  King* 
Without  Certificated  Officers 
Board— Liability  of  Officers  in  C 
of  Accidents,  to  pay  cost  of  Invest 
tion,  July  IS,  39*1. 

Corn  Prices  Return -Return  not  w 
Granted,  July  14,  578. 

Cotton. 

Exports  of  Cotton  Piece  Good* 
1872,1902,  July  16,  849. 

Trade,  Slackness  in,  July  21, 129? 

Electric  Overhead  Wires. 

High     Voltage     Currents     on    1 
Wires. 

Board    of     Trade,    Alleged 
stnetions  of   with   Regan 
Installation      of,     July 
1026.  W 

Inquiry  to  be  made  into  Accid. 
Caused  by  System  of  Po 
Transmission  in  Fon 
Countries,  July  20,  114$. 

Memorandum  of  Electrical 
perts  with  Regard  to, 
ceived,  July  20,  114$. 

No  Case  of  Installation  of, 
Great  Britain,  July  20, 1 

Exports  and  Re-exports  carried  by  Bri 
Ships  —  Freights  not  Included 
Board  of  Trade  Statistics  as  to- 
possibility  of  Forming  Estimate 
Freight,  Amount  Earned  by  Bri 
^ta&gfe,  <ta.*  5»X^  15^687. 
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Balfour,  Bt.  Hon.  Gk  W.—  cont. 
Fiscal  Policy. 

German  Market  and  Countries 
adopting  Retaliatory  Fiscal  Policy 
— No  Preference  given  in  German 
Market  to  country  adopting  Re- 
taliatory Fiscal  Policy,  July  22, 
1434. 

Fiscal  Inquiry— Board  of  Trade  Statistics 
relative  to  exports  and  imports,  Basis 
of  valuation,  July  20,  1146. 

Fish — Cold  Storage  for,  Communications 
with  Fishmongers'  Company  on  Sub- 
ject of,  July  15,  700. 

Fishing  Boats. 

Crew  space  on  Scotch — Deductions 
for  Sanitary  Accommodation,  Re- 
gulations with  regard  to,  July 
20,  1133. 

Tonnage  of — Reversion  to  Test  Rule 
as  method  of  measurement  of, 
July  13,  391. 

German  and  British  Trade  Statistics— Ex- 
planation of,  Differences,  Basis  of 
Valuation  of  Imports  and  Exports, 
July  SO,  1134. 

Import  Duties.  ' 

British  Colonial  Import  Duties— Re- 
turn Relative  to,  to  be  granted, 
July  20,  1145. 

British  Colonies— Revenue  from,  July 
15,  688. 

Imports. 

British  Colonies  and  Possessions  Im- 
ports into,  from  ForeignCountries 
— Return  to  be  granted,  July  20, 
1132. 

Food  Imports  from  the  Colonies  and 
Foreign  Countries — Total  value 
of.  July  22,  1434. 

Imports  and  Exports— Proposal  to  base 
Statistics  of  Exports  and  Imports 
upon  Tonnage  and  not  Fluctuating 
Market  Values  —  Disadvantages  of 
System,  July  20,  1147. 

Iron,  Steel,  etc.,  and  Cotton  and  Woollen 
Goods — Average  Prices  of  in  1872  and 
1902,  July  20,  1133. 

Kells  Railway  Stations — No  Complaints 
as  to  Inconvenience  of  Site  received— 
Proi>osed  Flag  Stations  not  to  be 
Erected,  July  14,  583. 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway — In- 
quiry into  Cause  of  Accident,  July  21, 
1299. 

Light  Dues  in  the  United  States,  Reduc- 
tion of — Proposed  Representations  to 
United  States  on  Subject  of,  July  16, 
848. 

London  and  North  Western  Railway — 
Sleeping  Accommodation  in  Holyhead 
Trains,  Increased  Charge  for— Repre- 
sentations to  Railway  Company,  July 
21,  1315. 

J? 


Balfour,  Bt.  Hon.  Gh  W.—cont. 

London  Printing  Trade  Dispute — Readi- 
ness of  Board  of  Trade  to  Exercise 
Powers  under  Conciliation  Act,  July 

21,  1316. 

Mercantile  Marine  Committee,  Report  of 
— Recommendations  to  be  Carried 
into  Effect,  July  21,  1315. 

Merchant  Seamen— Number  sent  Home — 
Cost  of  Repatriation  in  Years  1898- 
1903—  Return  to  bo  Furnished,  July 

22,  1435. 

Shipping  Industry— Proposed  Inquiry  into 
Effect  of  Exclusion  ot  British  Vessels 
from  Coasting  Trade  not  to  be  Carried 
out,  July  20, 1146. 

Wheat. 

American  All-Rail  Export  Rates  for 
Wheat,  Amount  of,  July  15,  689. 

Leiter  Wheat  Corner,  Price  of  Wheat 
during  Time  of,  July  17,  1026. 

Prices  of,  in  France  and  United  King- 
dom —  Duty  in  France  on  Im- 
ported Wheat,  July  15,  699. 

Balfour,  Major  K.  [Christchurch] 

Foot  Guards,  Actual  Strength  and  Autho- 
rised      Establishment,       July      20, 
1139. 
Irish    Land    Bill    {Committee),    July    8, 
97. 

Balfour  of  Burleigh,  Lord— Secretary  far 
Scotland 
Local  Government  (Transfer  of  Powers) 
Bill,  July  9,  132. 

Motor-cars,  Prosecutions  under  Section  5 
of  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act — 
No  information  with  regard  to,  July 
21,  1293. 

Motor-Cars  BW\,\July  14,  545. 

{Committee),  July  17,  979,  981,  986, 
992,  993,  994, 1)98,  999,  1000, 1001, 
1002.  1003,  1004,  1005,  1009,  1010, 
1011,  1012,  1013,  1014,  1015f  1017, 
1019;  July  21,  1256,  1257,  1258, 
1259,  1260,  1262,  1263,  1265,  1266. 

Baltasound 

Removal  of  Sunken  Boat  at,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Wason ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
July  13,  391. 

Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  [Camberwell,  Peck- 
ham] 

London  Education  Bill,  July  i^,  637  ;  July 
15,  755. 

Bangor  Corporation  Bill 

c.  2r.#  Cow.*  July  20, 1130. 

Barracks  for  Troops 

see  Military  Works  (Consolidated  Fund). 

Barran,  Mr.  R  H  [Leeds,  N.] 

London  Education  Bill,  July  22,  1502. 

Barry  Railway  Bill 

c.B*p.*  Juhj  n,\Sfl&. 
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Bartley,  Sir  G.  [Islington,  N.] 

Tent  Bottoms  for  Officers,  Conditions  of 
obtaining  tent  bottoms  by  Non- 
commissioned Officers  and  Men  nnder 
canvas,  July  9, 147. 

Bath  Corporation  Water  Bill 

/.  Rep.#  July  IS,  373. 

Bath,  Marquess  of 

Motor-cars  Bill  (Committee),  July  17,  986, 
987  ;  July  21,  1267. 

Bayley,  Mr. 

Uganda,  Collection  of  Rubber  in — Terms 
and  Conditions  of  Concessions,  Laying 
on  Table  of,  proposed,  July  17,  1025. 

Beach,  Sir  M.  Hicks 

Fiscal  Policy,  Opportunity  for  discussion  of, 
previous  to  close  of  Session,  July  15, 
706. 

Beaumaris 

County  School,  Financial  Difficulties  of— 
Assistance  of  Board  of  Education. 
Q.    Mr.    E.   Griffith:    A.    Sir  W. 
Anson,  July  14,  668. 

Beckett,  Mr.  E.  W.  [York,  N.R.,  Whitby] 
War  Office  Reforms — Proposed  Establish- 
ment of  an  Army    Corps  in    South 
Africa,  Condition  of  Recruiting.  War 
Office  Clerks,  July  16,  920. 

Belfast 

Donegal  Street,  Disturbance  in — Inade- 
quate Police  force  alleged. 

Q.    Mr.  Sloan ;  A.  Mr,  Wyndham, 
July  20,  113S. 

Urcencastle,  Erection  of  Arch  in — Inter- 
ference of  Sergeant  of   Royal    Irish 
Constabulary,  Authority  for  action. 
Q.  Mr.  Sloan  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  20,  1133. 

Belgium 

Commercial  Relations  with  Great  Britain 
and  British  Colonies — Correspondence 
Presented,  July  10,  271,  306. 

Belper,  Lord 

Lunacy  Acts  (Amendment)  London  Bill, 

July  9t  133. 
Metropolitan  Streets  Bill,  July  21,  1292. 
Pistols  Bill,  July  9,  131. 

Belturbet 

Post  Office-  Acquisition  of  Site  for  new 
Building,  Date  of  Commencement  of 
Building  Operations. 

Q.  Mr.  M'Govern;   A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  July  9,  141. 

Rent     Collector    Surcharged    by    Local 
Government  Auditor,  Circumstances 
of  Case,  Examination  of  Rent  Hooks, 
proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Jvly  81,  m*. 
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Bengal 

Eastern    Bengal   Railway— Detei 
Sirdar  and   Coolies  on,  Inqu 
posed. 
Q.  Mr.    Weir  ;   A.  Lord  G 
ton,  July  «,  1432. 

Bermuda 

see  Naval  Works  BilL 

Berthing  Committee 
see  Naval  Works  Bill. 

Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M.  [Bethna 

N.E.] 

South  Africa. 

British    Indian     Subjects   ii 
African  Colonies,  Treatn 
Lord  Milner'a  Despatch 
to,  July  tt%  1441. 

Garrison,  India's  Contrite 
wards  Maintenance  of- 
tation  with  Secretary  < 
and  Council,  Attitude  of, 
Proposed  Contribution 
Minutes  of  Council  on  Ti 
poaed,  July  S2,  1433. 

Troops  in  —  Increase  of,  w 
972. 

Bicycles  (Motor) 

see  Motor-Cars  Bill. 

Billingsgate 

Fish,  Destruction  of — at  Billingsg 
Q.  Mr.  Pirie  ;  A.  Mr.  1*.  Law, 
17. 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill 

c.  lR.*  July  21,  1321. 

Birmingham  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Con.*  July  22,  1429. 

Birmingham  District  Tramways  Bi 
c.  2R.*  com.*  July  8,  1. 

Birmingham  District  Tramways  Bi 

c.  Key.*  July  17,  1022. 

Black.  Mr.  A.  W.  [Banffshire] 
Fiscal  Policy. 

Canadian  Tariffs,  Differe 
between  Colonies,  Kea 
July  21,  1309. 

Colonial  Commercial  Treatie 
tice  as  to  Commercial  --' 
ments  between  self-g« 
Colonies  and  Foreign  O 
Alteration  of,  July  XI,  13 

Inquiry. 

Inclusion  in  Inouiry  of  ex] 
of  establishing  an 
Council  of  Kepreae 
of  Mother  Country; 
governing  Colonies, 
584. 

Most  favoured  Nation 
ment — Effect  of  in 
of  Import  Duties,  . 
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Black,  Mr.  A.  W  — cont. 
Fiscal  Policy  -cont. 

Retaliatory  Tariffs,  Threatened  impo- 
sition of,  Effect  on  National  In- 
come, July  21,  1314. 

Fishing  Boats,  Crew  space  on  Scotch, 
Deductions  for  Sanitary  Accommoda- 
tion, July  20,  1133. 

Germany. 

Trade  with  Canada,  German  Exports 
to  Canada,  Canadian  Exports  to 
Germany  for  1897  and  1902, 
Value  of— Total  extra  Duty  on 
Canadian  Exports,  July  16, 
864. 

Retaliatory  Duties  on  German  Goods, 
imposition  of  —  Statement  of 
British  Ambassador  at  Berlin 
with  regard  to— Authority  fur 
statement,  July  16, 863. 

Imports  of  Wool  and  Hides  from  Austra- 
lian Colonies,  largeness  of — Imposi- 
tion of  Duty  on  Wool  and  Hides  from 
Foreign  Countries,  July  22, 1443. 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  13,  461, 
462,  471,  476, 497,  498  ;  July  21,  1400, 
1404,  1414  ;  July  22,  1519, 1546. 

Military  Works  (Consolidated  Fund), 
July  21,  1386,  1394. 

Naval  Works  Bill,  July  10,  357,  360,  362, 
363. 


SESSION    1903.  |Bla— Bow 

July  8— July  22. 

Boland,  Mr.  J.— cant 

Education   in   Ireland  —  Work 
National  Board — Building 


Blake,    Mr.    E-Temporar 

Committees  [Longford,  ! 


Chairman   of 


Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  July  8, 
July  17,  1069. 


64; 


Blind,    Deaf,    and 
Schools  for— 


Defective    Children, 


% 


it 

y 


see  London  Education  Bill. 

Board  of  Agriculture 

see  Agriculture,  Boar    of. 

Board  of  Trade 

see  Trade,  Board  of. 

Board  of  Works,  Ireland 

see  Works,  Board  of. 

Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Bill 

/.  3R.#  July  9,  128. 
r.  1R.*  July  21,  1295. 

Board  of  Quardians 

see  Outdoor  Relief  (Pensions)  Bill. 

Bogus  Clubs 

sec  Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolida- 
tion and  A  mend  t.  Bill. 

Boland,  Mr.  J.  [Kerry,  8.] 

Bee  Keeping  Industry,  Ireland  —  Pre- 
valence of  Disease  of  Foul  Brood — 
Legislation  proposed,  July  20,  1152. 
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of    the 
Plans  for 
National     Schools  —  Condition     of 
Training  Colleges,  July  20,  1179. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  July  8,  80. 

Kells. 

Landing  Facilities  at  —  Result  of 
Application  to  Congested  Dis- 
trict* Board  for  Improved,  July 
16,  855. 

Railway  Station — Inconvenience  of 
Site  —  Representations  to  Rail- 
way Company  for  Construction  of 
Flag  Stations  at  Doneen  and 
Mount  Foley,  proposed,  July  If, 
583. 

Sheem  Court-house. 

Insanitary  Condition  of,  necessitating  - 
Adjournment  of  Court,  Repairs 
proposed,  July  20,  1151. 

Inspection  of,  Refused  by  Petty  Ses- 
sions Clerk,  alleged,  July  20, 1151. 

Borough  Funds  Bill 
/.  3R.#  July  10,  272. 

Bond,  Mr.  E.  [Nottingham,  E.] 

London  Education  Bill,  July  14,  609,  633, 
655,  669  ;  July  15,  719. 

Bonus 

see  Irish  Land  Bill. 

Borough  Councils 

see  London  Education  Bill. 

Boroughs 

Metropolitan  Boroughs  —  Superannuation 

Allowance  to  Servants  of.  Granting  of 

— Sanction     of    Local     Government 

Board. 

Q.  Sir  G.  Fardell ;  A.  Mr.  W.  Long, 

July  21, 1300. 

Boscawen,  Capt.  Griffith  [Kent,  Tunbridge] 
County  Councils  and  Voluntary  Schools — 
Resolutions  of  County  Councils  to 
Contribute  Nothing  but  Government 
Grants  to  the  Maintenance  of  Volun- 
tary Schools,  July  8,  6. 

Bournemouth  Corporation  Tramways  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  July  10,  304. 
c.  con.*  July 20,  1130. 

Bousfield,  Mr.  W  B.  [Hackney,  N.] 

London  Education  Bill,  July  14,  647,  648, 
651,  671. 

Bowles,  Mr.  Gibson  [Lynn  Regis] 

Brussels  Sugar  Convention. 

Cartel  Arrangement  upon  System  to 
be  Introduced  by  the  Convention, 
Effect   of— Further    Lx&wBjfc&voKx 


Bow—  Bro] 
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Bowles,  Mr.  Gibaon— cont. 

Brussels  Sugar  Convention— cont. 

Duties  to  be  Levied  after  September  1, 
on  Sugars  from  Countries  Signa- 
tories of  the  Convention  and  other 
Countries  —  Attitude  towards 
Countries  giving  Bounties— Pro- 
hibition of  Imports  from  Russia 
and  Austro-  Hungary— Certificates 
of  Origin  of  Su^ar— Nature  of 
Certificates  Required,  etc.,  July 
9,  151. 

Imports  from  Austria,  Hungary,  and 
France,  Prohibition  of,  Jtuy  22, 
1445. 

Russian  Sugars — Decision  of  Brussels 
Permanent  Commission  with 
regard  to  Rates  on  —  Sir  H. 
Bergne's  Version  of— Attitude  of 
H.M.  Government  towards  Im- 
portation of  Russian  Sugar,  July 
22,  1446. 

Colonial  Premiers,  Conferences  with,  in 
June- August,  1902— Full  Report  of 
Proceedings,  Publication  of,  proposed 
July  8,  22. 

Corn,  Relative  Prices  of,  in  England  and 
Italy,  July  21,  1299. 

Fiscal  Inquiry — Fish  Duties,  Inclusion  in 
Inquiry  of  Question  of  Re-imposition 
of,  July  8,  19. 

Franco  -  Spanish  Alliance — Information 
with  Regard  to,  Conditions  of 
Alliance,  etc.,  July  22,  1450. 

Imports  of  Fish  and  Diamonds — Non- 
Publication  of  Value  of,  in  Official 
Statistics— Reason  for  Omission,  July 
8,  19. 

Merchant  Shipping  —  Agreements  with 
American  International  Mercantile 
Marine  Association  and  Cunard  Com- 
pany, Completion  of,  etc.,  July  20, 
1161. 

Military  Works  Bill,  Gross  Amount  to  be 
Asked  for  in  Respect  of  Military 
Works,  July  21,  130/. 

Military  Works  (Consolidated  Fund),  July 
21,  1383,  1384,  1385. 

Naval  Works  Bill,  July  10,  314,  315,  317, 
328,  329,  345,  364. 

Parliamentary  Procedure — Votes  and  Pro- 
ceedings— Erroneous  Entry  alleged — 
the  Chairman  having  acted  contrary 
to  the  Regulation  of  Standing  Order 
No.  30,  July  10,  302. 


Boyle 

Waterworks    Loan— Date    of    Receiving 
Sanction  of  Loan,  Cause  of  Delay  in 
issue  of. 
Q.    Mr.    Tully;    A.    Mr.     Eliott, 
July  8,  28. 

Bradford  Corporation  Bill 
c.  2r.»  con.*  July  8,  1. 

Brighton  Corporation  Bill 
c.  1R.*  July  10,  305. 

2R\  com.*  July  20,  U3fo% 
/.  3R,#  July  10,  m 
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Bristol  Corporation  Bill 
c.  Rep*.  July  21,  1296. 

Britannia  Naval  College 
see  Naval  Works  Bill. 

British  Gas  Light    Company   (Hon 
Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1246. 

Broadhurst,  Mr.  H.  [Leicester] 

Army  Officers  and  the  Royal  Tot 
Toast  drunk  in  water  instead  of ' 
—King's  Statement  with  regard 
Bringing  statement  to  Notice 
Officers  in  Command,  July  2i,  144 

Employment  of  Children  Bill,  Julf 
1556. 

Broadstairs  Gas  Bill 
/.  3R.*  July  10,  270. 
c.  Lords'  Amendments,  con**  July  IS,  i 
/.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  124G. 

Brodrick,  Bt  Hon.  W.  St.  John— Seat 
of  State  for  War  [Surrey,  Guildford] 

Army  Corps— First  Army,  Formation 
Strength,  etc. — Position  of  Sea 
Third,  Fourth,  Fifth,  Sixth  Co 
July  S,  399. 

Cape  "Ragging"    Case,  J uly  16,935,! 

OAA     QAX    Q4i*     CL17 

Contracts. 

District  Contracts  for  Regimental 
stitutes,  Array  Order  with  re* 
to,  not  to  be  Re -considered,  J 
15,  692. 

Fair  Wage  Resolution,  Alleged 
fringement  of  —  Inquiry  to 
made,  July  21,  1305. 

Foot  Guards,  Actual  Strength  and  An 
rised  Establishment,  July  20,  1139 

Cordon  Highlanders'  (1st  Battalion)  8 
—Performance  Stopped  at  South] 
—Authority  for  Action,  July  16, 

Infantry  Soldiers  of  the  Line,  Avei 
Cost  of,  July  SO,  1138. 

Military  Works  (Consolidated  Fund),  - 
21,  1379,  1381,  1383,  1384,  1385, 1 
1389,  1393,  1395,  1396. 

Militia,  Appointments  to  the  Aran  f 
the— New  Regulations,  Nature  of 
trance  Examination  under,  July 
1439. 

Officers. 

Army  Officers  and  the  Royal  To* 
Custom  not  Prescribed  by  ft 
lation,  July  22,  1440. 

Majors  serving  away  from  their  B 
ments—  Number  of,  July  IS, 

Retired  Army  Officers  re-empk 
during  South  African  War- 
crease  of  Pension,  July  22, 142 

Staff  Officers— Army  Regulations' 
regard  to  Regimental  Dutj,  1 
regard  of,  during  South  Afri 
Hft&tJulv  2j,  399. 
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Brodrick,  Rt  Hon.  St.  John— cont. 

Prior,  Lieutenant— Resignation  tendered 
by,  July  16,  860. 

Recruiting,  Condition  of  —  Quick-firing 
Guns — Probable  position  in  Somali- 
land — Garrison  in  South  Africa- 
Defence  of  India  —  Answers  to 
questions  and  criticisms,  July  16, 
899. 

Regiments  having  served  through  South 
African  War— Question  of  Return 
Home  under  consideration,  July  16, 
856. 

Rifle  Ranges. 

Mullingar  Rifle  Range— Extension  of, 
Negotiations  for  Purchase  of  Land 
uncompleted,  July  91,  1304. 

Proposed  Return  of  Number  of,  Num- 
ber closed  during  1902,  Number 
opened,  etc — to  be  Granted  if 
Moved  for,  July  14,  570. 

Royal  Military  College  Cadets — Training 
of,  after  leaving  College,  arrange- 
ments for  continuation  of  and 
obviating  delay  in  gazetting,  July  £1, 
1305. 

Royal  Scots  Fusiliers,  2nd  Battalion — 
South  African  War  Medals  not  yet 
distributed  to,  Cause  of  delay,  July 
15,  693. 

Soldiers  Serving  Abroad— Cost  of  Tele- 
grams, Proposed  arrangements  for 
lessening  expenses  of,  July  IS,  396. 

Somaliland  Military  Expedition — British 
and  Native  Losses,  July  13,  397. 

South  African  Garrison,  Expenditure  per 
week  for  Maintenance  of,  July  IS, 
398. 

"  Staffordshire  "  —  Alleged  Mock  Court- 
Martial  held  on  the  "  Staffordshire," 
No  information  received  with  regard 
to,  July  10,  861. 

Tent  Bottoms  for  Officers — Conditions  of 
obtaining  tent  bottoms  by  Non- 
commissioned officer*  and  men  under 
canvas,  July  9,  147. 

Veterinary  Department. 

Recommendations  of  Committee  on, 
under  consideration,  July  15,  693. 

Strength  of,  as  compared  with 
establishment,  July  IS,  397. 

Volunteers. 

North  Devon  Volunteers— Increase  in 
number  of,  Proposed  increase  of 
Camp  Allowance  not  to  be  made, 
July  16,  861. 

"  Pass  School "  Certificates  for  Militia 
and  VolunteerOfficers — Possibility 
of  obtaining  Certificate  without 
going  through  London  Barracks, 
July  U,  571. 

War  Office. 

Appointments— Answer  to  questions 
and  criticisms,  July  16,  881,  890, 
895. 

Contracts  and  Irish  tailors,  July  IS, 
400. 
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Brodrick,  Rt  Hon.  St.  John— cant. 
War  Office — cont. 
Vote. 

South  African  Garrison— Linked 
Battalion  System,  Statement 
of  Policy  with  regard  to,  on 
War  Office  Vote,  July  16t  862. 

Water — Sterilization  of  Water  for  Troops 
in  the  Field,  Tests  of  Scheme  of 
Sterilization  in  process,  July  IS,  395. 

Woolwich  Royal  Arsenal— Proximity  of 
danger  buildings  to  gun-firing  ground, 
Question  of  danger  to  men  in  danger- 
buildings  under  consideration,  July 
IS,  398. 

Broughty  Ferry  Gas  Provisional  Order 

/.  Royal  Assent,  July  SI,  1245. 

Brunner,  Sir  J. 

Medical  Examination  of  School  Children 
— Action  of  Scottish  School  Boards — 
Encouragement  to  English  and  Welsh 
Local  Authorities  to  follow  Example 
of,  July  13,  387. 

Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James  [Aberdeen,  S.] 

Education  Act,  Work  of  Local  Authorities 
Under — Women  on  Education  Com- 
mittees —  By-law  Concerning  Re- 
ligious Instruction — Physical  Condi- 
tion of  School  Children  —  Science 
teaching  in  Grammar  Schools — 
Importance  of  Literary  Training,  July 
9,228. 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  IS,  477, 
508. 

London  Education  BUI,  July  14,  588,  589, 
599,  610,  617,  638,  648,  655, 669  ;  July 
15,  716,  725,  731,  734,  741,  755,  764, 
766,  768,  780,  789,  791,  795,  815. 

London  Education  Bill,  July  22,  1467. 

Schools,  Science  and  Art  Grants  to,  July  9, 
181. 

Buchanan,  Mr.  T.  R.  [Perthshire,  E.) 

Army  Corps  in  South  Africa,  July  16, 
970. 

British  Garrison  in  South  Africa— Charge 
on  Indian  Revenue  for  Maintenance 
of — Consent  of  Indian  Government  to 
Proposal— Laying  Correspondence  on 
Table  Proposed,  July  20,  1136. 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  IS,  430, 
457,  490,  506,  512 ;  July  22,  1532. 

Military  Works  (Consolidated  Fund),  July 
21,  1395. 

Naval  Works  Bill,  July  10,  323,  338. 

Portsmouth  Dockyard— Annual  Cost  of, 
July  15,  696. 

Buckingham  Palace 
Works  Proceeding 
of. 
Q.  Sir  J.  ¥«c«pstfY0L\    A.  \&x-   > 


in  Front  of — Nature 
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Bull*  Mr.  W.  J.  [Hammersmith] 

London  Education  Bill,  July  15,  786; 
July  22,  1478. 

Bnrghclere,  Lord 

Motor-Care  Bill  [Committee),  July  17,  983 ; 
July  21, 1262,  1264,  1265,  1271. 

Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board 
Bill 

c.  2R.*  com.*  July  15,  685. 

Business  of  the  House 
Course  of  Business. 

A  eland-  Hood's,  Sir  A.,  Statement  of 
Business,  July  8,  124. 

Balfour's,  Mr.,  Replies  to  Questions, 
Statements,  etc.,  July  8,  33; 
July  IS,  416 ;  July  16, 870  ;  July 
17,  1028;  July  20,  1162. 

Butcher,  Mr.  J.  Q.  [York] 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  July  8, 54,  78, 
79, 98 ;  July  1? \  1047,  1060, 1061, 1072, 
1087. 

Land  Purchase  Acts — Tithe  Rent-Charges, 
Redemption  of,  Difference  in  Number 
of  Years'  Purchase  Payable  to  State 
and  Private  Owners,  Reason  for  Dis- 
tinction, July  16,  855. 

Buxton,  Mr.  S,  C  [Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar] 
Exports  to  Foreign  Countries  of  Woollen 
and    Cotton  Goods  and  Cutlery  Ex- 
ports, Value  of  in   1872,  1902,  July 
8,  7. 
London  Education  Bill,  July  14,  597,  603, 
604,  616,  625,  640,  659,  672;  July  15, 
713,  726,  733,  740,  778. 
London  Education  Bill,  July  -22,  1496. 

Cable  Communication 

Charges  between  India  and  China — Re- 
duction of,  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.   Flower;    A.    Mr.   Austen 
Chamberlain,  July  VI,  867. 

Cadets,  Military 

Training  of,  after  leaving  Royal  Military 
College  —Arrangements  for  Continua- 
tion of,  and  obviating  delay  in 
Gazetting. 

Q.  Captain  Norton  ;  A.  Mr.   Brod- 
rick,  July  21,  1305. 

Cairo 

Lunatic  Asylum,  Alleged  Inadequacy  of 
Accommodation  in —  Date  of  Erect- 
ing New  Asylum. 

Qs.     Mr.    Weir;    As.   Mr.    A.    J. 
Balfour,  July  16,  866. 

Caldwell,  Mr.  [Lanarkshire,  Mid] 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendt.  Bill,  July  IS,  446;  July 

21,  1309,  1403,  1407,  1422,  1425 ;  July 

22,  1508,  1510,  1518,  1536,    1537,  1542, 
1548.  I 

Metropolitan   Streets    BVi\    ^Committcel,  | 
July  8,  m,  121,  m. 
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Caledonian  Canal 

Report  of  Commissioners  Presented, 

16,  841. 

Campbell,  Mr.  James— SolicUorGcna 
Ireland  [Dublin  University] 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Cotnmittce),   July 
66,  69. 

Campbell  -  Bannerman,     Sir    H.    [St 

Burghs] 

Irish  Land  Bill  (3k.)  July  SI,  1333. 
Licensing  Acts   (Scotland)   Consolid 
and  Amendt.  Bill,  July  IS,  427, 

Military  Works  (Consolidated  Fund), 
21,  1396. 

Permanent  Garrison  in  South  Africa 
jections  to— Defence    of  the   h 
Frontier  —  Promotion   in    the 
Office,  July  16,  916. 

Sugar  Convention  Bill  —  Desirabilil 
not  taking  Bill  under  Twelve  o'( 
Rule,  July  16,  871. 

Camperdown,  Earl  of 

Motor-Cars  Bill,  July  14,  526. 

(Committee),  July   17 ;   983,  987, 

£?!■  l¥$  1003'  100*>  1«* ] 
1013;  July  21,   1272,   1273,  ] 

1277,  1278,  1285. 
Canada 

Cattle,  Canadian,   Imported  into  Mi 
States  and  U  ni ted  Kingdom— Nm 
and  Value  of— Rate  of  Import  Du 
Q.     Mr.     Haldane;      X.     Mr. 
Chamberlain,  July  8,  13. 
Customs    Duty— Length    of    Notice 
quired  Previous   to  Imposing  Tu 
Imported  Goods. 
Q.  Mr.  D.  A.   Thomas ;  A.  Mi 
Chamberlain,  July  20,  1140 
Germany,  Trade  with— German  Exp 
to    Canada,    Canadian     Exports 
Germany  for  1897  and  1902,  Valu 
-Total    Extra    Duty    on    Can* 
Exports. 
Q.  Mr.  Black  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chain 
lain,  July  i(j,  864. 

Iron  and  Steel  Goods—  Manufacture  o! 
Canada. 
(/.  Mr.    D.    A.     Thomas;   .4. 
J.  Chamberlain,  July  so,  11 
Locomotives  for -Orders   placed  inG 
g°,T  forrReason  for  Securing  Ord 
Q.     Mr.     llemnant;     A      Mi. 
Chamberlain,  July  IS,  400. 
Railways,  British  Locomotives  for-Dii 
ence    in     Ptice     between     Accej 
Tender  and  Lowest  Tender  of  Fo« 
*  inn-Amount  of  Preference, 
Q.  Mr.  Levy  .  A.   Mr.  J.  Chsml 
lain    July  14,  571 ;  Q.  M* 
ofLhbankj^.Mr.J.Chaoil 
lain,  J **y  10 ,  859. 
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Caning  in  Schools 

Arc  Education,  Board  of — Schools. 

Canteens 

see  War  Office. 

Cape  "  Bagging  "  Case 

see  War  Office. 

Cardiff  Railway  Bill 
see  con*  July  10,  303. 
r.  ^R.*  July  14,562. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  ,/w/y  £/,  1246. 

Carmarthenshire  Electric  Power  Bill 

/.  con.*  July  16,  859. 
c.  Sr.*  July  20, 1129. 

Carson,    Sir     Edward  —  Solicitor-Geneixtl 
[Dublin  University] 

Naval  Works  Bill,  July  10,  350. 

Carts 

Prosecution  for  Carts  without  Owner's 
Name  thereon — Case  of  D.  Buckley — 
Impartial  carrying  out  of  requirements 
of  the  law  by  the  Police. 

Q.  Mr.  Flynn ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham  ; 
July  18,  395. 

Castleblaney,  Keady,  and  Armagh  Bail- 
way  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill 
c.  Rep.*  July  10,  &H. 
/.  IB.*  July  14,  518. 
c.  con.*  July  14,  562. 
c.  3R.*  July  14,  562. 
/.  2R.*  Com.*  July  21,  1247. 

Castletown  Berehaven 

Fishing  Industry — Establishment  of  Her- 
ring curing  stations  and  herring 
markets,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  Gilhooly;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  b,  157. 

Cattle 

Canadian  Cattle   imported  into  United 
States  and  United  Kingdom,  Number 
and  Value  of — Rate  of  Import  Duty. 
Q.  Mr.  Haldane ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  8,  13. 
Railway  Transit—Humane  Cattle  Cars, 
Refusal  to  use  such  Cars,  alleged- 
Inquiry  into  question  of  live   stock 
land  transit  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Ffcld ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Fellowe*, 
July  S,  24. 

Causton,  Mr.  [Southwark,  W.] 

London  Education  Bill,  July  15,  776,  781. 

Cavendish,  Mr.  V.  [Derbyshire,  W.] 

Buckingham  Palace,  Works  proceeding  in 
front  of — Preparation  for  National 
Memorial  to  Queen  Victoria,  July  SI, 
1320. 

Queen  Victoria  Memorial — Preparation  of 
Site  of,  Date  of  Completion  of  Works, 
etc,  July  21,  1320. 

Rotten  Row  Ambulance,  stationed  at 
West  End  of  Row  —  Inspection  of 
Police  and  St.  John's  Ambulance, 
July  8,  25. 
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Ceylon 

Boer  Prisoners  in,  Number  of,  etc. 

Q.     Mr.     S.     Macneill ;     A.  Mr.     J. 
Chamberlain,  July  8,  15. 

Chamberlain,  Bt.  Hon.  Austen,  Postmaster- 
Oenerat  [ Worcestersh ire,  E.  ] 

British  Postal  Servants  from  South  Africa. 
Reinstatement  of,  July  22,  1437. 

Cable  Charges  between  India  and  China, 

No  further  Reduction  possible,  July 

16,  867. 

Central  Telegraph    Office,    Holidays    in, 

alleged     grievances     of     Senior 

Clerks,  July  22,  1435. 

Tube  Attendants,  Promotion  of,  July 
22,  1436. 

Cork  Postal  Arrangements  —  Proposed 
Daily  Delivery  for  certain  townlands, 
Inquiry  to  be  made,  July  13,  413. 

Drumquin,  County  Tyrone,  Postal  Facili- 
ties at— Proposed  Daily  Mail  Service, 
Inquiry  in  progress  with  regard  to, 
July  10,  309. 

Dublin  Post  Office,  Competitive  Examina- 
tion for  Appointments— Recom- 
mendation of  Tweedmouth  Com- 
mission not  adopted  in  case  of 
—Eligibility  of  Dublin  Clerks  for 
Clerkships  in  London  Offices,  July 
15,  689. 

Post  Office —Holiday  Scheme — Adop- 
tion of  New  Scheme,  July  16,  870. 

Dublin  Sorting  Office,  Bank  Holidays- 
Present  Arrangements  with  re- 
gard to,  no  intention  of  revert- 
ing to  old  system,  July  21,  1318. 

Holiday  Grievance,  Memorials  from 
Dublin  Sorting  Office,  July  21, 
1319. 

Dublin,  Telegraphic  Arrangements  at, 
Breakdown  of,  on  occasion  of 
Gordon-Bennett  Cup  Race,  July 
15,  690. 

Telegraphic  Office,  Male  Dining- 
Room  at — Petitions  with  regard 
to  management  of,  July  15,  690. 

Gordon-Bennett  Race— Destruction  of 
Films  in  the  Post — Compensation 
not  to  be  paid,  July  20,  1115. 

Telegraphic  Arrangements,  Break- 
down of — Cause  of  delays  under 
investigation,  July  8, 10,  29. 

International  Sea  Poet  Offices— Establish- 
ment of  Sea  Post  Offices  on  British 
Packet  Steameis  to  United  States, 
under  consideration,  July  9,  150. 

Ireland. 

Belturbet  Post  Office — Acquisition  of 
Site  for  New  Building— Comple- 
tion of  Arrangements  delayed — 
Date  of  Commencement  of  Build - 
s  ing  Operations,  July  9,141. 

Post  Offices,  Exhibition  of  Enuclea- 
tion   Notices    vw— ^ws«rr&^a- 
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Chamberlain,  Bt.  Hon.  Austen— rem*. 

Irish  Savings  Bank  Accounts — Accounts 
kept  in  London — Advantage*  of 
arrangement,  July  13,  413. 

Mail  Service— Chinese  Mails,  Conveyance 
of, by  Trans-Siberian  Route— Arrange- 
ments for,  in  progress  with  Russian 
authorities,  July  16,  848. 

Motor- Mails,  Regulations  as  to  Speed  of, 
issued  by  Local  Government  Board — 
No  necessity  for  adoption  of  system 
of  speed  registration,  July  13,  389. 

Mount  Pleasant  Factorv  Basket  Shop 
Staff,  Reduction  in,  keason  for,  July 
14,  569. 

New  Zealand  Mails  and  the  Cunard  Steam- 
ship Company— Alleged  Refusal  of 
Steamship  Company  to  allow  "  Cam- 
pania "  to  wait  for  New  Zealand  Mails 
— Explanation  of  Case,  July  16,  847. 

Oxford  Street  Telegraph  Office— Sanitary 
Condition  satisfactory— Date  on  which 
Lease  expire?,  July  9,  140. 

Portarlington  Post  Office— Blane,  Maria, 
Case  of— Retirement  without  Pension 
or  Gratuity,  Grounds  for,  July  14, 
581. 

Postman  J.  Black,  Alleged  Delay  in  sup- 
plying Uniform  to— Inquiry  to  be 
made,  July  9,  142. 

Postmen,  Assistant  Head— Case  of  C.  W. 
Mason,  of  Clapham,  July  17,  1028. 

Postmen,  Auxiliary,  Wages  of — No  Alter- 
ation contemplated — Ineligibility  of 
Auxiliary  Postmen  for  Pension,  July 
9,  141. 

Post  Office. 

Al>erdeen  Post  Office  Employees — 
Alleged  Refusal  to  grant  Leave  of 
Absence  in  order  to  Attend  Vo- 
lunteer Camp  —  Inquiry  to  be 
made,  July  15,  694. 

Employees — Second  Division  Clerks- - 
Number  of  Registrations  during 
Twelve  Months  ending  December, 
1902,  July  20,  1136. 

Telegraphic  Delays — Question  under  In- 
vestigation, July  8,  30. 

Telegraphic  Delays  in  Scotland — Break- 
ages of  Wires  during  Gale — Length  of 
Delay  in  Transmission,  July  13,  406. 

Telegraph  Offices — Conditions  of  Transfer 
of  Office  from  Schedule  B  to  A,  July 
21,  1301. 

Telegraph  Service  Employees — Alleged 
Maximum  Salary  promised  by  Civil 
Service  Commissioners  to  Candidates, 
Matter  not  to  be  reconsidered,  July  9, 
141. 

Telephone  Service. 

Mill  Hill,  Telephonic  Communication 
at,  Establishment  of,  Date  un- 
certain, July  10,  310. 

Wages  Committee  of  Inquiry — Scope 
of  Inquiry,  July  16,  867. 

^     Women  Telephone   Q\>exnA,ora— Marriage 
Allowance  granted  to,  July  20,  YV^fc. 


Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon-  J.  Secretary  0 
for  the  Colonies  [Birmingham,  W. 

Brussels  Sugar  Convention — Britisl 
ga'ions  with  regard  to  Colonial 
July  21,  1310. 

Colonial  Bounties — No  Bountie 
granted  after  Sept.  1st,  190 
..'/,  1310. 

Communication  of,  to  Colon ie 
21,  1310. 

Colonial  Commercial  Treaties—  Pnu 
to  Commercial  arrangements  1m 
Self-Governing  Colonies  and  F 
Countries,  July  21,  1309. 

Colonial  Conferences  of  1887,  1894 
1902  —  Discussion  on  Prefo 
Tariffs  at,  July  16,  857. 

Colonial  Imports   of   Foreign  Good- 

posed  Return  of,  July  21,  1308. 
Canada. 

Canadian  Cattle  Imported  into  I 
States  and  United  Kina 
Number  and  Value  of^R 
Import  Duty,  July  8,  13. 

Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  £ 
Locomotives  for — Details  oi 
ders  and  Coutracts  not  to . 
for,  July  14,  571  ;  July  16,  8 

Canadian  Tariffs — Differentiate 
tween  Colonies,  Reasons  for, 
21,  1309. 

German  Trade  with — German  Ex 
to  Canada,  Canadian  Expor 
Germany,     for      1897    and 
Value  of,  July  16,  864. 

Fiji,  Administration  of — Proposed 
pointmentof  Independent  Conimi 
to  Report  on,  not  to  be  made,  Jni 
575. 

Hong  Kong,  Governorship  of— Expin 
of  Present  Appointment  in  1904, 
16,  865. 


Hong  Kong  Post  Office— Alleged  Deb 
Erection  of  Ne*  Post  Office,  Jul 
865. 


\ 


Indian  Labour  for  Southern  Rhode? 
Proposal  of  Government  of  Sout 
Rhodesia— Attitude  of  Indian  G01 
ment  towards,  July  ^2,  1441. 

Land  Settlement— Mr.  Carlis*  Scliei 
No  Information  Received  with 
gard  to,  July  S,  13. 

Locomotives  for  Canada — Orders  pi 
in  Glasgow  for— Reason  for  Sect: 
Orders,  July  13,  400. 

Lord  Milner  and  the  Johannesburg  Lt 
—Alleged  Dismissal  of  Edit- 
Statf  by  Lord  M liner,  no  Inform* 
Received  with  regard  to,  July  1J, 

Merchandise  Marks  Act,  Effect  of 
British  Industries  not  stated  to 
Injurious,  July  /£,  859. 

Municipal  Election  Ordinance  —  K«l 
from  Lord  Milner  on  Subject  of 
^t&  waived,  July  99  149. 
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Chamberlain,  Bt.  Hon.  J.—cont. 

Native  Labour  in  British  South  Africa-y- 
Commifcsioii  of  Inquiry  into,  Composi- 
tion of,  Jtdy  21,  1309. 

Plague  in  Hong  Kong— Treatment  of 
Patients  in  their  Homes,  July  21, 
1311. 

South  Africa,  Railway  Construction  in — 
Restrictions  as  to  Employment  of 
Native  Labour  in,  July  21,  1311. 

Spirit,  Licences  Issued  in  the  Gold  Coast — 
Regulations  with  Regard  to  Issue — 
Sources  of  Information,  July  10,  307. 

Transvaal. 

Boer  Prisoners  in  Ceylon,  Number  of 
— Conditions  of  Return  to  South 
Africa,  July  8,  15. 

Deportation  of  British  Un  desirables, 
July  9,  148. 

Precious  Stones  Ordinance,  July  15, 
696. 

Telegraph  Offices,  Classification  of,  Altera- 
tion of  Condition  of  Entrance  in 
Schedule  A.,  Date  of  Change  — 
Conditions  of  Entering  Group  2, 
July  21,  1301. 

West  Indian  Exports— Return  ot  Total 
Exports  and  Sugar  Exports  together 
with  Percentage  of  Sugar  Exports  to 
Total  Exports,  July  16,  858. 

Chamberlayne,  Mr.  T.  [Southampton] 

Income  Tax  Returns— Issue  to  Land- 
owners of  Forms  for  Statement  of 
Income — Dispensing  *ith  Return  in 
Certain  Cases  proposed,  July  14,  565. 

Woolwich    Royal    Arsenal    Explosion 
Widows   and    Children   of  Victii 


Provision  for,  July  21,  1306. 


ictims, 


Channing,  Mr.  F.  A.  [Northampton,  E.] 
London  Education  BUI,  July  22, 1459. 

Chard  Corporation  Gas  and  Electricity 
Bill 

<.  Rep.*  July  ir,1022. 

€fl»JHi"ff  Cross,  Euston,  and  Hampstead 
Railway  Bill 
r.  Lords'  A  meruit*,  con.*  July  8,  1. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1246. 

Chatham- 

sec  Naval  Works  Bill. 

Chatham  and  District  Light  Railways 
Bill 
/.  Rep.*  July  IV,  839. 
r.  con.*  July  J  J,  1429. 

Cheshire  Lines  Committee  Bill 

r.  Lords'  Aincndls.  con*  July,  10,  303. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1246. 

Children 

Orphan  and  Deserted  Children,  Number  of. 
Q.    Mr.    Harwood ;    A.    Mr.   W.  Long, 
July  9,  143. 

10 


Children— ami. 

School  Children,  Medical  Examination  of, 
Action  of  Scottish  School  Ik>ards — 
Encouragement  to  English  and  Welsh 
Local  Education  Authorities  to  follow 
example  of. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Brunner;  A.  Sir  W. 
Anson,  July  13,  387. 

Children  and  Intoxicants 

see  Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment.  Bill. 

China 

Cable  Charges  between  India  and  China, 
Reduction  of,  proposed. 
V-    Mr.  Flower;   A.    Mr.   Austen 
Chamberlain,  July  16, 867. 

Mail  Service    from  England  to  China — 
Conveyance  by  Trans-Siberian  Route, 
proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  L.  Sinclair ;  A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  Jtdy  16,  848. 

Railways— Proposed  British  Railway  from 
Kowloon  to  Canton,  Date  of  con- 
cession for,  Names  of  Concessionaires, 
Cause  of  delay  in  commencement  or 
Railway. 

(J.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Lord  Cran borne, 
July  21,  1313. 

Church  Discipline  Bill 
c.  con.*  Jidy  U,  516. 

Churchill,  Mr.  Winston  [Oldham] 

Colonial  Imports  of  Foreign  Goods,  Nature 
of,  Classification  into  manufactured 
and  unmanufactured  goods,  etc.,  July 
2i,1308. 

Military  Works  (Consolidated  Fund),  July 
21,  1386,  1387. 

Sinking  Fund— Estimated  amount  to  be 
devoted  to,  in  year  1903-4— Aggregate 
amount  to  be  spent  on  capital  account, 
July  21,  1313. 

War  Office  Promotion  —  Permanent 
Garrison  in  South  Africa — Statistics 
of  recruiting — Reforms  necessary  in 
Intelligence  Department,  July  16, 
888,  894,  901,  902. 

Church  of  Scotland 

Resolution  of  General  Assembly  and  the 
Confession  of  Faith,  Steps  to  be  taken 
with  regard  to. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  F.  X.  irBrien  ;  A.  Mr. 
G.  Murray,  July  20,  1150. 

City  and  South  London  Railway  Bill 

/.  Zu.*  July  20,  1093. 

City  of  London 

ste  London  Education  Bill  ' 

Civil  Service 

Retired     Allowance     Grants  l — '^x^^sssxh 
Minute  VT*fc**\\**V  J  u\*j  1&,<S*&\  ^  w* 
10,  HYVI. 
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Civil  Service  Estimates 
see  Supply. 

Clancy,  Mr.  [Dublin  Co.,  N.] 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  July  8,  39, 76  ; 
July  10,  1053. 

Irish  National  Schools,  Deficiencies  in — 
Action  and  Constitution  of  National 
Board — Denominationalism,  July  20, 
1143. 

Glare,  County 

Absence    of    Crime    in — Withdrawal    of 
Proclamation    under  Crimimal   Law 
and    Procedure    (Ireland)   Act,   pro- 
posed. 
Q.    Mr.    W.     Redmond  ;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  8,  26. 

Clergy 

Poverty  of  the  Clergy— Administration  of 

Ecclesiastical  Funds,  Appointment  of 

Royal  Commission  of  Inquiry  into. 

Q.     Mr.     Humphreys-Owen ;     A. 

Mr.  A.    J.    Balfour,  July  20, 

1160. 

Goal  Exports 

Increased  exports  during  first  half  of  1903 
— Amount  of  increase  due  to  increased 
exports  of  coal  and  coke. 

Q.  Sir  J.   Lawrence;    A.   Mr.  G. 
Balfour,  July  15,  688. 

Value  of,  for  1902. 

Q.    Mr.    Mansfield;    A.     Mr.     G. 
Balfour,  July  14,  568. 

Coastguard  Stations 

nee  Naval  Works  Bill. 

Cochrane,     Hon.     F.     H.  -Under-Secretary 
Home  Office  [Ayrshire,  N.] 

Employment  of  Children  Bill,  July  22, 
1554. 

Cohen,  Mr.  [Islington,  E.J 

London  Education  Bill,  July  14,  598,  641, 
653;  July  15,  721,  773. 

Collections  in  Public  Streets 

see  Metropolitan  Streets  Bill. 

Collings,    Bt.    Hon.    Jesse  [Birmingham, 
Bordesley] 

Employment  of  Children  Bill,  July  22, 
1549. 

Colomb,  Sir  John  [Great  Yarmouth] 

Irish  Land  Bill  [Committee),  July  8,  90, 
91,  92,  96,  97  ;  July  17,  1032,  1054. 

Military  Works  (Consolidated  Fund), 
July  21,  1397. 

Naval  Works  Bill,  July  W,  354. 

Colombo 

gee  Naval  Works  Bill. 

Colonies 

Annual  Report  Presented,  July  17,  ^"i\, 
1024  ;  July  21,  VIM  \  Jwlfl  S2,  W&V 
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Brussels  Sugar  Convention — Communi< 
tion  of,  to  Colonies — Replies. 
Q.      Mr.      Lough  ;      A.      Mr. 
Chamberlain,  July  SI,  1310. 

Commercial    Treaties  —  Practice    as 
Commercial    Arrangements    hetwe 
Self-Governing  Colonies  and  Forei 
Countries — Alteration  of. 
Q*.  Mr.  Black  ;  As.   Mr.  J.  Ouu 
berlain,  July  21 1  1309. 

Conferences  with    Colonial    Premiere 
Jane- August,    1902 — Full    Report 
Proceeding*,      Publication     of    pi 
posed. 
Q.  Mr.  G.    Bowles  ;  A.  Mr.  A. 
Balfour,  July  8,  22. 

Defence  of  the  Empire — Colonial  Cocti 

but  ions     towards      Expenditure- 1 

elusion  in  Fiscal  Inquiry  of  Questw 

proposed. 

Q.  Dr.   Macnamara  ;   A.  Mr.  A.  » 

Balfour,  July  $9  21. 

Exports—British  and  Foreign  Exports  t 
Total  Amount  of. 
Q.  Mr.    Mansfield  ;    A.  Mr.  A. 
Balfour,  July  g£,  1447. 
Import  Duties. 

Amount  of  Duties    on  Imports  few 

Great  Britain    and    Ireland,  an 

from  all  Imports. 

Qs.  Mr.    A.     Davies ;    As.  M 

G.  Balfour,  July  IS,  401. 

Granting  of  Return    Relative  to,  pn 
posed. 
Q.  Mr.  A.  Davies ;    A.  Mr.  < 
Balf  jur,  July  20,  1145. 

Return  Crdered,  July  Slr  1298. 

Revenue  from,   in    Years   1882,  1SS 
1902. 
Q.  Mr.   A.  Davies ;  A.  Mr.  i 
Balfour,.  July  15,  688. 
Imports. 

Foreign  Imports  into — Effect  of  M« 
chandise  Marks  Act  on,  Repeal  ( 
Act,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas ;  A,  Mi 
J.  Chamberlain,  July  V 
859.  ' 

Imports  from  Foreign    Countries  tt- 
Value    of    Manufactured  Good? 
etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Partington ;   A.  Mr.  I 
Balfour,  July  14,  567. 

Imports  into  British  Colonies  aft 
Possessions  from  Foreign  C<m 
tries— Value  of  Manufacture 
Goods,  Raw  Material  and  F*« 
Stuns  respectively,  in  1901. 
Q.  Mr.  Partington  ;  A.  Mr.  G 
Balfour,  July  *«,  H3S. 

Imports  of  Foreign  Goods—  Nature oi 

Classification  into  Manufacture 

and  Unmanufactured  Goods,  ete 

<>*.  Mr.  \V.  Churchill :  As.  3lr 

4.    ChamWlain,  July  X 
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Colonies-  rout. 

Preferential  Tariffs  Discussions  on   Sub- 
ject of,  at  Conferences  of  1887,  1894, 
1897,  1902,  Reprinting  of,  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.    F.   Thomas;    A.  .Mr.    J. 
Chamberlain,  July  lb\  857. 
Trade    between    Great    Britain  and  the 
Colonies — Resolution  at  Colonial  Con- 
ference against  Adoption  of  General 
Free  Trade — Grounds  for  Resolution, 
etc. 

Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  July  20,  1139. 
Wheat  Exports  to  Great  Britain— Extent 
of  Preference  given  to  Colonial  Wheat 
in  Customs  Tariff  from  1832-1845. 
Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas  ;  A.  Mr.  G. 
Balfour,  July  14,  567. 

Company  Schools 

see  Education,  Board  of. 

Congested  Districts 

see  Irish  Land  Bill. 

Congested  Districts  Boaxd 
see  Scotland. 

Congested  Districts  and  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board,  Ireland 
Chairman  of  Kerry  District  Council,  Ap- 
pointment  of,    to  next  Vacancy  on 
Board,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.   Murphy  ;   A.  Mr.   Wynd- 
ham,  July  20,  1137. 

Grazing  Farms  in,  Purchased  by  Money 

advanced    by    Land    Commission    to 

Non-residents  of  District — Provision 

in  Irish  Land  Bill  with  regard  to. 

Q.  Mr.   O'Dowd;    A.    Mr.   Wynd- 

ham,  July  13,  412. 

Kerry,  Demand  for  Representation  of,  on 

Board — Appointment  of  Resident  of 

Kerry  to  next  Vacancy  on  Board,  pro- 

Q.    Mr.    T.    O'Donnell  ;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  21,  1317. 
Kerry  unrepresented  on  Board— Appoint- 
ment of  Representative  of  Kerry  at 
next  Vacancy,  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.    T.    O'Connell;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  21,  1317. 
Munster,  Representation  of,  in  event  of 
Vacancy     on     Congested     Districts 
Board. 
Qs.  Mr.  Flavin  and  Mr.  1? ilhooly ; 
A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  July  IS,  408. 

Constabulary,  Royal  Irish 

Belfast — Disturbance  in  Donegal  Street — 
Inadequate  Police  Force,  alleged. 
Q.  Mr.  Sloan ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  00,  1138. 

Erection  of  Arch  in  Greencastle — In- 
terference of  Sergeant  of  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary,  Authority  for 
Action,  July  20,  1138. 
Sligo,  Extra    Police   at — Application   of 
Government   to  County  Council  for 
Payment  of  Cost  of— Means  for  Re- 
lieving Ratepayers  of  Additional  Tax. 
Q.    Mr.   O'Dowd;  A.    Mr.    Wynd- 
ham, July  16,  868. 
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Contempt  of  Court 

Fresh  Legislation  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Sir  R.  Findlay,  Julu 
21,  1302. 

Ireland. 

Imprisonment  for  Contempt  of  Court 
—  Case  of  McElligott — Nature  of 
Charge,  etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  Dillon ;  As.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  13,  407. 

Introduction  of  Legislation  to  Amend 
Present   Law  Relating  to   Con- 
tempt of  Court,  during  Present 
Session. 
Q.  Mr.  O'Dowd  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  8,  32. 

Contracts  (India  Office)  Bill 
I.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1 245. 

Cooper's  Hill  College 

Consultation    with    Indian    Government 
Previous  to  Decision  as  to  Future  of 
College. 
Q.  Sir  S.  King  ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, July  13,  393. 

Corbett,  Mr.  [Glasgow,  Tradeston] 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation  and 
Amendment  Bill,  July  IS,  438  ;  July 
21,  1416  ;  July  22,  1648. 

Corbett,  Mr.  T.  L.  [Down,  N.] 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  July  8,  113. 

Corfu 

British    Cemetery   at — Agreement   with 

Hellenic    Government    Relative    to 

Transfer  of  Bodies  to  New  Cemetery 

— Laying  on  Table  of,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  Stevenson ;  A .  Lord  Cran- 

borne,  July  9,  150. 

Cork 

Postal  Arrangements — Daily  Delivery  for 
certain  townlands,  proposed. 
Q.  Captain  Donelan  ;  A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  July  13,  413. 

Queen's  College — Report  for  Session  1902- 
1903,  July  SI,  1248,  1297. 

Corn 

Prices  of— Relative  Prices  of,  in  England 
and  Italy. 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Bal- 
four, July  21,  1299. 

Return  of  Prices — Granting  of,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Trevelyan ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
July  14,  578. 

Corn  Duty 

Result  to  Farmers. 

Q.  Mr.  Lambert ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  July 
21,  1302. 

Cotton  Industry 

Cause  of  Slackness  in— Deficiency  of  Raw 
Cotton — Increasing  Imports  of    Raw 
Material. 
Q.  Sir  W.  M\wA\  A.V^,v:0&^- 
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Cotton  Industry-  rottt. 

Cotton  Truat,  Effect  of  on  Cotton  Indus- 
try—Number and  Wages  of  Employees 
Out  of  Work  through  Closing  of  Mills. 
Q.  Mr.    Field:    A.   Mr.    B.    Law, 
./*/*/  S,  16. 

Export*  of  Cotton  Piece  Goods  in  1872, 
1902. 

Q.  Mr.  Runciman  ;  A.  Mr.  (J.  Bal- 
four, Jul*/  /'/,  849. 

Exports  to  Foreign  Countries. 
Q.  Colonel  Denny  ;  A.  Mr.  (i.  Balfour, 
July  .-.•/.  1298. 

County  and  Borough  Councils 

sec  Military  Lands  Hill. 

County  Councils 

see  Licensing  Acta  (Scotland)  Consolida- 
tion and  Amendment  Bill. 

Voluntary  Schools,  Grants  to— Resolution 
of  County  Council*  to  Contribute 
Nothing  but  Government  Grants  to 
the  Maintenance  of  Voluntary 
Schools. 
Q.  M»\  G.  Boscawen  ;  A.  Sir  W. 
Anson,  July  8,  5. 

County   Councils   (Bills    in  Parliament) 
/.  Royal  Assent.  July  21,  1245. 

County  Courts 

Plaints  and  Sittings  -Address  for  Returns, 
July  10,  306. 

County  Courts  Jurisdiction     Extension 
Bill 

Debate  on   Scrawl  Keorfnuj  [i,.],  July  10, 
824. 

Amount  able  to  bedealt  with  by  Courts, 

825,  829,  831,  833. 

Commerce,  Attitude  of  Cliambers  of, 

826,  833. 

High  Court,  Applications  to,  825,  830. 
Judges,  Numlier  of,  827,  832. 
Registrars,  Numlier  of,  827,  832. 

County  Officers  and  Courts  (Ireland)  Act 
Accounts  of  Receipts  anil  Payments  Pre- 
sented, July  JO,  1094,  1132. 

Craig,  Mr.  Charles  [Antrim,  S.] 

Education  in  Ireland- -Training  Colleges 
and  Denominational  ism  —  Construc- 
tion of  School  houses — Question  of 
Playgrounds,  July  JO,  1182. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  July  S,  38. 

London  and  North  Western  Railway — 
Sleeping  Accommodation  in  Holyhead 
Traios,  Increased  Charge  for,  Reduc- 
tion proposed,  July  21,  1315. 

Craig,  Mr-  Hunter  [Lanarkshire,  Goran] 
Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment    Bill,    July  13,  445, 
478,   493  ;  July     >l,    1404  ;    July  L>2, 
1511,  1538,  UAI. 


Cranborne,  Lord,  Under  Secretary  JorF^tri 
Affairs  [Rochester]. 

British  East  Africa,  Value  of  Imports  a 
Exports  for  1903,  July  16,  843. 

Brussels  Su^ar  Convention,  Atiitc 
of  Austria  and  Hungary  tow  an 
Demand  for  alteration  of  Legislati 
—Charges  on  Russian  Sugar,  Jul* 
607. 

Chinese  Railways,  Proposed  British  ta 
way  from  Kowloon  to  Canton    ^ 
of  Concession  for.  Cause  of  de)  y 
commencement  of  Railway,  J*U 
1313. 

Chironio  and  Blantyre  Railway- <'<j 
struction  of.  Date  of  Commence:** 
and  Completion — Length  of  line.  J* 

70,842. 

Corfu,  British  Cemetery  at,  Agree-*! 
with  Hellenic  Government  feteti" 
transfer  of  bodies  to  new  eemctenr 
Agreement  to  be  laid  on  Table  *h> 
complete,  Jvly  9.  150. 

Cretan  Consul-General — Appointment 
Retired      Member      of      Diplomat 
Service,  Jvly  20,  1143. 

Crete,  Government  of — Report  of  Hi: 
Commissioner  on  Judicial,  Adniri 
trative  and  Fiscal  Depeztnet- 
Proposed  communication  of  to  Hm? 
Jvly  9,  150. 

Egypt. 

Anglo-Eayptian  Convention,  V* "i-fi 
of,  July  24,  577. 

Assouan  Dam,  Increased  area  of  iai 
brought  into  cultivation  by  r»-a 
of— No  Information  with  n-^ 
to— No  Alteration  of  Dam  um.I 
consideration,  Jvly  14,  577. 

Egyptian  Finance — Present  sjmn 
ments  with  regard  to.  to  renu 
in  force  till  1905,  July  74,  576. 

Egyptian  Judicial  System— No  clnn 
in  contemplated  at  wwi 
July  14,  576.  * 

Orphan  Children  and  Destitute  l\ 
in— Provision  for,  by  Govern  " 
—No  information  received  on  -t 
ject  of,  July  J4,  577. 

Suakim  Berber  Railway,  Const™,  ti 
of,  Position  with  regard  to.  J' •'* 
139. 

German   Commercial    Treaty Paper- 

lative  to  Denunciation  of  Comm?  t 
Treaty,  Reason  for  Delay  in  pre*  n 
tion  of,  July  13,  403. 

Grants-in-Aid  to  Somaliland,  British  £ 
and  Central  Africa  ami  Ugan  i 
Amount  of,  Jvly  76",  843. 

McKinley  Tariff  Law— Reciprocity  Tre  t 
imder,  Number  concluded,  July  S. 

Mecca  Pilgrims  from  Egypt,  Number  0 
Information  wuh  regard  to  in  Re- 
-  Egypt,  No.  1  (\90W%J^ylS% 

Roumania,  Trade  Interests  in— IW* 
^taent  of  Trac«e  Expert, V. 
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Cranborne,  Lord—rout. 

Russian  Evacuation  of  Manchuria,  Date 
of—  DispoHal  of  Customs  Revenue  Col- 
lected at  Newchwang  Port,  July  IS, 
402. 

Uganda— Collection  of  Rubber  in,  Main 
Terms  and  Conditions  of  Concessions, 
July  17,  1025. 

Uganda  Railway  Accounts— Annual  State- 
ment of  Accounts  to  be  laid  before 
the  House,  Visits  paid  to  Line  by  Mem- 
bers of  Railway  Committee,  July  15, 
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Cullinan,  Mr.  [Tipperary,  S.] 

{Committee),  July  8,  42,  47, 


Craven,  Earl  of 
Motor  Cars   Bill 
1263. 


{Committee),    July  21, 


Orean,  Mr.  [Cork  Co.,  S.E.] 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  July  8,  40. 

Oremer,  Mr.  [Shoreditch,  Haggerston] 
Irish  Land  Bill  (3r),  July  21,  1366. 

Crete 

Consul -General — Appointment  of  Retired 
Member  of  Diplomatic  Service. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Walton;    A.  Lord  Cran- 
borne,  July  20,  1143. 

Government  of   Crete — Report   of    High 
Commissioner  on  Judicial  Administra- 
tive and  Fiscal  Depattments,    Com- 
munication to  House,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Stevenson  ;    A.  Lord  Cran 
l>orne,  July  9,  150. 

Crewe,  Earl  of 

Motor  Cars  Bill  {Committee),  July  17,  984. 
Cripps,  Mr.  [Lancashire,  St  ret  ford] 

Denominational  Management,  Board 
Schools  Transferred— Operation  of  the 
Education  Act — Religions  Instruction 
in  Schools — Schemes  of  Local  Author- 
ities—Importance  of  Literary  Training 
in  Schools— Grants  fur  Training  Col- 
leges— Cost  of  Deaf  and  Blind  Schools, 
July  9,  214, 230. 

London  Education  Bill,  July  15,  763,  767. 

Crombie,  Mr.  [Kincardineshire] 

Aberdeen  Post  Office  Ete  ployees — Leave  of 
alieence  to  attend  Volunteer  Camp, 
ref uned  to,  Granting  leave  of  absence 
proposed,  July  15,  694. 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland),  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  13,  418, 
419,  441,  462,  498,  306 ;  July  21,  1410, 
1423. 

Crooks,  Mr.  [Woolwich] 

London  Education  Bill,  July  15,  776  ;  July 
22,  1464. 

Cross,  Mr.  Alexander  [Glasgow,  Camlachie] 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  21,  1415. 

Croydon  and  District  Electric  Tramways 
Bill 


1R.4 
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July  14,  518. 
July  14,  562. 


Bill 
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Irish  Land 
95. 

Cunard  Steamship  Company 

New  Zealand  Mails— Alleged  Refusal  of, 
Steamship  Company  to  allow  "  Cam- 
pania" to  wait  for  New  Zealand 
Mails,  Arrangements  with  Company 
for  taking  on  Mails,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  A.  Davies ;  A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  July  16,  847. 

Oust,  Mr.  [Southwark,  Bermondsey] 

Recruiting,  Condition  of,  July  16,  962. 

Customs  Department 

Assistant   Clerks,    Extension  of  Annual 
Leave,  proposed, 
Q.    Mr.   C.  Hay;   A.   Mr.  Elliott, 
July  16,  854. 

Upton,  Charles— Customs  Watcher,  Grant- 
ing small  pension  to,  proposed. 
Q.  Captain  Norton  ;  A'.  Mr.  Elliot, 
July  21,  1302. 

Cutlery 

Exports  to  Foreign  Countries. 
Q.  Colonel  Denny ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
July  21,  1298. 

Dalkeith,  Earl  of  [Roxburgh] 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  IS,  451, 406, 
475,  485,  505. 

Dalkey 

Revision  Court — Holding  of  in  Dalkey, 
proponed. 
Q.  Mr.  Lundon  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  9,  158. 

Dalziel,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Kirkcaldy  Burghs] 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  IS,  470, 
478,  484,  488,  492,  499,  506,  508 ;  July 
21,  1413,  1414,  1422,  1425 ;  July  22, 
1526,  1533,  1535. 

Military  Works  (Consolidated  Fund), 
July  21,  1392?  1394. 

Dartmouth,  Earl  of 

Mjtor  Cars  Bill  {Committee),  July  17, 1005, 
1010. 

Volunteer  Rifle  Ranges — Distribution  of 
sum  allocated  for,  Method  of,  July  17, 
1019. 

Davey,  Lord 

County  Courts  Juiisdiction  Extension 
Bill,  July  16,  831. 

Incest  Bill,  July  16,  823. 
Davies,  Mr.  A.  [Carmarthen  Boroughs] 
British  Colonial  Import  Duties. 

Amount  of  Duties  on  Imports  from 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  from 
all  Import**,  July  13,  401. 
Granting  of  Return  ReUAaN*  S^^S^- 
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Da  vies,  Mr.  A.  -  ront.  I 

British  Colonial  Import  Duties— rout.  j 

Revenue  from  Import  Duties— in 
years  1882,  1892,  1902,  July  lc, 
(588. 

Fiscal  Inquiry — Mode  of  holding  Inquiry* 
July  W,  863. 

International  Sea  Post  Offices— Report  of 
Postmaster-General  of  United  States  j 
on  Benefit  of — Establishment  of  Sea 
Post  Offices  on  Canard  Steamer* — 
Reconsideration  ot  Decision  with  re- 
gard to,  proposed,  July  0,  150. 

New  Zealand  Mails  and  the  Cunard  Steam- 
ship Company — Alleged  Refusal  of 
Steamship  Company  to  allow  "  Cam- 
pania "  to  wait  for  >Jew  Zealand  Mails 
—Arrangements  with  Company  for 
taking  on  Mails,  proposed,  July  10, 
847. 

Day  Industrial  Schools  (Ireland)  Bill 

c.  con.*  July  13 ,  516. 

Deaf  and  Blind  Schools 
sec  Education,  Board  of. 

Defence  of  the  Empire 

Total  Cost  of. 

Q.  Mr.  C.  Wason;  A.  Mr.  A.   J.  Bal- 
four,  July  30,  1157. 

Delany,Mr.  W.  [Queen's  Co.,  Ossory] 

Bogus  Police  Returns  iu  Ireland — Respon- 
sibility of  Attorney -General,  July  SO, 
1225. 

Inland  Revenue  v.  McDonnell. 

Amount  of  Costs — Reason  for  not 
taking  Proceedings  in  the  County 
Court,  July  13,  389. 

Assessment  of  Income — Grounds  for 
making  such  Assessment,  July  13, 
390. 

Irish  Evicted  Tenants— Provision  in  Land 
Bill  for  Claims  of  Evicted  Tenants  to 
receive  Priority  in  Proceedings  of 
Estates  Commission,  July  16,  869. 

Portarlington  Post  Office — Blane,  Maria» 
Case  of — Retirement  without  Pension 
or  Gratuity,  Grounds  for,  July  14, 
581. 

Denbigh,  Earl  of 

Marine  Store  Dealers  (Ireland)  Bill,  July  1 4, 

557. 
Public  Offices  (Dublin)  Bill,  July  17, 102*). 

Denmark 

Accession  of,  to  International  Convention, 
Establishing  International  Union  for 
.  Protection  of  Literary  and  Artistic 
Works,  etc.,  July  17,  974,  1024. 

Denny,  Colonel  J.  M-  [Kilmarnock  Burghsj 
Exports  and  Re-exports  Carried  by  British 
Ships  —  Inclusion  in  Statistics  of 
Freights  to  Ports  of  Destination- 
Estimate  of  Freight,  Amount  Earned 
by  British  Sh\\*s,  etc.,  Jtidj  15,  Gfcl. 
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Denny,  Colonel  J.  M. — conu 

Exports  to  Foreign  Countries  of  Co 
and  Woollen  Goods  and  Cutlery,, 
21,  1298. 

"  Hyacinth  n  and  "  Minerva  "  Rejoin 
Time  Expended  on  Mileage  Km 
Trials  ana  Commissions,  July  U, 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consoliil* 
and  Amendment  Hill,  July  13,  1 
July  22,  1523,  1543. 

Denominational  Schools 

Education,  Board  of — Education  A* 
London  Education  Bill. 

Denominationalism 

see  Education  in  Ireland. 

Derby  Gas  Bill 

c.  Rep.#  July  10,  304. 
con.*  July  17,  1021. 
ZR.m  July  21,  1294. 

Devine,  J.,  late  2nd  Dragoon  Guards 
Application  for  Pension  Refused. 
Q.   Sir  F.   Ra«ch  ;    A.     Lord   Stan 
July  20,  1141. 

Devlin.  Mr.  Joseph  [Kilkenny,  N.] 
Irish  Criminal  Law  against  Mewl 
Operation  of — Police  behavkmr 
Belfast  concerning  the  United  I 
League  —  Alleged  intimidation 
Police  —  Responsibility  of  Atton 
General,  July  20,  1221. 

Devonport 

Dockyard  Employees — Number  in  iw 
of  Wages,  Number  of  vacant  slips. 
Q.   bir  C.    Dilke;  A.  Mr.  Am 
Forster,  July  15,  695. 

Devonshire 

North    Devon    Volunteers,  Keductioi 
Number  of,  alleged — Increasing 0 
Allowances,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.   Soares  ;  A.    Mr.  Brodi 
July  16,  861. 

Devonshire,  Duke  Of—  Lord  President  o) 
Council 

Fiscal  Inquiry— Hostile  Tariffs  of  For 
Countries  on  British  Colonies,  \ 
posed  Publication  of,  July  13,  379 

Imports  and  Exports — Excess  of  Bri 
Imports  over  Exuorts,  EstimaU 
Communication  with  Board  of  T: 
as  to  preiMiring  information  > 
regard  to,  July  14,  558. 

India  and  the  South  African  Garri 
Proposal  to  place  portion  of  cosJ 
on  Revenues  of  India,  Advantage 
India  of  Scheme,  etc,  J*J* 
1125. 

Preferential  Tariffs,  July  10,  301. 

Dewar,  Mr.  [Inverness  shire] 

Highland  Crofters  and  Cottars,  Condi 
of  — Lands  purchased  by  Cong« 
Districts  Board— Allocation  of  B 
—Neglect  of  fishing  industry,  J* 


\ 
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Dewar,    Sir   T.    E.    [Tower  Hamlets,    St. 
George's] 

Indian  Labour  for  Southern  Rhodesia — 
Proposal  of  Government  of  Southern 
Rhodesia — Attitude  of  Indian  Gov- 
ernment towards,  July  22,  144. 

Light  Dues  in  the  United  States,  Re- 
duction of,  Representations  to  United 
States  on  Subject  of,  proposed,  July 

16,  848. 

Regimental  Institutes,  District  Contracts, 
Making  District  Contracts  for  beer 
supplies  prohibited  by  Army  Order, 
Reconsideration  of  Army  Order,  pro- 
posed, July  15,  692. 

Volunteers,  Certificates  of  efficiency,  num" 
ber  received  during  1903,  Attendance 
at  Camps,  July  22,  1440. 

Dewsborv,  Batley  and  Bristol  Tramways 

c.  Rep.*  July  17,  1022. 

Dickson,   Mr.   Scott— Solicitor  General  for 
Scotland  [Glasgow,  Bridgton] 

County  Council  Clerks  acting  as  Parlia- 
mentary Agents— Inability  of  Govern 
ment  to  intervene  with  view  to 
stopping  practice,  July  9,  156. 

Licencing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  2L>  1400, 
1411. 

Lewis,  Island  of  —  Proposed  Grant  of 
Housing  Loans  to  Crofters,  Inability 
of  Congested  Districts  Board  to  Grant 
Loans,  July  9,  156. 

Port  of  Ness  Harbour — Damages  done  to 
Breakwater  by  Storm,  Report  on 
extent  or  damages  received,  Repairs, 
July  8,  26. 

Vaccination  in  Scotland  —  Glycerinated 
Calf  Lymph,  Proposed  Issue  of  Cir- 
cular Recommending  u«e  of,  Step 
considered  unnecessary,  July  8,  26. 

Didcot,     Newbury,    and    Southampton 
Railway  Bill 

c.  con.  *  July  14,  562. 
3R.*  July  17,  1021. 

Digby,  Mr.  Wingfield  [Dorset,  N.] 

Army  Veterinary  Department— Recom- 
mendations of  Committee  on,  Nature 
of,  Date  of  bringing  into  force,  July 
15,  693. 

Dilke,  Bt.  Hon-  Sir  C  W.  [Gloucester,  Forest 
of  Dean] 

Devonport  and  Portsmouth  Dockyards — 
Number  of  Employees  in  receipt  of 
Wages—Number  of  Vacant  Slips, 
July  15,  695. 

London  Education  Bill,  July  15,  740. 

Mercantile  Marine  Committee,  Report  of, 
Carrying  out  Recommendations  of, 
proposed,  July  21, 1315. 

Military  Works  (Consolidated  Fund),  July 
11,  1381,  1383. 
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Dilke,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  C  W.—cont. 

Native  Labour  in  British  South  Africa, 
Commission  of  Inquiry  into— Repre- 
sentation of  Interests  other  than 
Mining,  proposed,  July  21,  1309. 

South  Africa,  Railway  Construction  in— 
Restrictions  as  to  Employment  of  Na- 
tive Labour  in  Conditions  of  Contract 
—Reason  for  Restrictions,  July  21, 
1311. 

South  African  Garrison  —  Linked  Bat- 
talion System,  statement  of  Policy 
with  regard  to,  on  War  Office  Vote, 
July  16,  862. 

War  Office  Appointments  and  Promotion- 
Condition  of  Recruiting — Permanent 
Garrison  in  South  Africa — Arrange- 
ments for  Supply  of  Mounted  Infantry 
— Deficiencies  in  Quick-firing  Guns, 
July  16,  892. 

Dillon,  Mr.  J.  [Mayo,  E.] 

Army  Rations  Destroyed  at  Pretoria — 
Contracts  for  Rations— Authority  Re- 
sponsible for  Passing  Contracts,  July 
14,  572. 
Contempt  of  Court  in  Ireland,  Imprison- 
ment for — Case  of  Mc  Elligott,  Na- 
ture of  Charge,  etc.,  July  13,  407. 

Case  of  Crown  v.  Stapleton,  Delaney  and 
Carol!,  at  Borrisoleigh,  Tipperary — 
Notice  of  Cliange  of  Venue  and  Spe- 
cial Jury  served  on  Defendants — Ex- 
ercise of  Right  of  Jury  Challenging, 
July  15,  691. 

Education,  Ireland— Question  of  Denomi- 
national ism  —  Condition  of  School- 
houses —  Constitution  of  National 
Board— Question  of  Model  Schools, 
July  20,  1185. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  July  8,  41, 
59,  62,  64,  97,  104,  110,   116,   118; 
July  17,  1040,    1047,   1048,   1049, 
1050,  1056,  1066,  1071. 
3K.  July  21,  1340. 

Loan  Fund  Legislation  in  Ireland — In- 
action of  present  Government  with 
regard  to,  alleged,  July  16,  841. 

Loan  Fund  Legislation  in  Ireland — State- 
ment in  Report  of  Board  as  to 
Necessity  of  Introducing  legislation 
— Reason  for  Inaction  of  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to  lecommeudations 
of  the  Board,  July  8,  11. 

Members  of  the  House,  Operation  of 
Criminal  Act  against  —  Administra- 
tion of  the  Coercion  Act — Behaviour 
of  the  Police  in  certain  Districts, 
July  £0,  1226. 

Naval  Works  Bill,  July  10,  359. 

Somali  land  Military  Expedition— General 
Manning  s  Despatches,  Decision  of 
Government  as  to  future  Policy- 
Communication  of  to  House — Cost  of 
Operations,  July  20,  1 140. 

Dimsdale,  Sir  Joseph  [City  of  Londou\ 

London  EAvmmvVy&w  ^\\*  J  vX\j  lo  >^05J\  ^  *YHfc. 
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Dingle  Bay 

Foreign  Trawlers  in, 
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Conduct  of — Step* 
for  Punishment  of  Owners  of  Trawlers 
proposed. 
Q.    Mr.    T.     O'Donnell;    A.    Mr. 
Atkinson,  July  U,  580. 

Diplomatic  and  Consular  Service 

Cretan  Consul -General — Appointment  of 
Retired  Member  of  Diplomatic  Ser- 
vice. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Walton ;  A.  Lord  Cran- 
borne,  July  20,  1143. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland—Total    Cost 
to. 
Q.  Mr.  C.    Wason  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  20,  1157. 

Diseases  of  Animals 

Orders  in  Council  Presented,  July  13,  375, 
387. 

Dockyards 

see  Naval  Works  Bill. 

"Donegal" 

Postponement  of  Gunnery  Trials,  owing 

to  Defective  Sights  on  "  Donegal  "— 

Pei  son    Responsible     for    Defective 

Apparatus. 

Q.  Mr.  Yerburgh  ;  A.  Mr.  Arnold- 

Forster,  July  20,  1137. 

Donelan,  Captain  A.  J.  C.  [Cork,  E.] 

Cork  Postal  Arrangement*— Daily  De- 
livery for  certain  Townlands,  July 
IS,  413. 

Postmen,  Auxiliary —Increased  Wages  and 
Retiring  Allowances — Consideration 
of  Claim  to,  proposed,  July  9,  141. 

Donoughmore,  Earl  of 

Incest  Bill,  July  10,  820. 
Pistols  Bill,  July  9,  129. 

Douglas,  Et  Hon-  Akers—  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Deixirtmcnt  [Kent,  St. 
Augustine's] 

Executions,  Confessions  at — No  Statutory 
Rule  in  Existence  with  regard  to 
Extorting  Confession  from  Condemned 
Prisoner — Explanation  of  Occurrence 
at  Execution  of  Dougal,  July  16,  850. 

Fiscal  Inquiry — Home  Ottice  not  Engaged 
in,  July:!*,  1431. 

Habitual  Offenders,  Punishment  of — 
Amendment  of  Law  at  early  date, 
July  10,  850. 

Lochgelly  (Fifeshirc)  Outbreak  of  Typhoid 
at  —  Measures  Taken  to  rtevent 
Spread  of  Infection,  July  U,  154. 

Magistrate*,  Metropolitan — Proposed  In- 
crease iu  Number  of  to  be  Considered, 
July  14,  569. 

Metropolitan  Streets  Bill  {Committee), 
July  S,  120,  123. 

Prison  Commissioner— Appointment  of 
Successor  to  Lieut. -Col.  Garsia, 
July  10,  851 . 
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A.  Akers— co*t. 


Prisoners,  Female — Instruction  gin 
Laundry,  Cookery,  Sanitation 
Prisoners  in  Metropolitan  Prist 
Appointment  of  Female  Prisoi 
spectors  not  to  be  reconsidered, 
15,680. 

Vaccination  Exemption  Certificate*. 
Magistrate  Refusing  Certiticate- 
of    Mr.     Crosaley,     East    I 
July  8,  24. 

Number  Granted  during  last  n 
months  at  Stratford.  July  S, 
Vivisection. 

Experiments  under  Certificate  C 
such    experiments  witnesses 
by  Government   Inspector. 
16,  851. 

Experiments  without  Anssthet 
Starving  and  overfeeding  aai 
not  included  in  feeding  ex 
roents,  July  22,  1438w 

Licences,  Violation  of,  Conditk* 
Numlier  of  Cases  of-Crii 
proceedings    not   instituted. 

10,  882. 

DoDxlas,  Mr.  Charles  Lanarkshire,  (3U 
Licensing  Acts   (Scotland)  Consolkh 
and  Amendment  Bill,   July  13, 
470,  483. 

Drainage  and  Improvement  of  Lands  « 
land)  Provisional  Order  Bill 

/.  2R.*  Com.*  July  17,  974. 
/.  Com.*  Rep.*  Jvly  21,  1248. 

Dublin 

Po«t  Office. 

Competitive  Examinations 

Appointments  —Recommends 
of  Tweed  mouth  Commission  i 
Regard     to,      not    carried  c 
Bringing  into  Force  of  Schem 
Early  Date  proposed. 
Q.     Mr.     Nannetti :    A. 
Austen   Chamberlain,, 
15,  689. 

Holiday  Scheme —Adoption  of  ! 
Scheme. 
Q,     Mr.     Nannetti;    A. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  - 
10,  870. 

Sorting  Office,  Holidays  in. 

Memorials  from    Dublin  Sw 

Office,  Delay  in  Anawer 

Expediting  Reply  prop* 

<?.   Mr.   Nannetti;  .1 

Austen        Chaniber 

J"ly>l,  1319. 

Privileges  with  Regard  to,  V 

held   under    New  Le*re 

ffulation*   —  Reversion 

former  System  proposeiL 

0.  Mr.  NannetttT^ 

Austen        Chamber 

\  July  ei,  1318. 
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Telegraph  Office. 

Breakdown  of  Telegraphic  Arrange- 
ment* at  Dublin  on  Occasion  of 
Gordon- Bennett  Cup  Race— In- 
adequacy of  Arrangements  to 
meet  Pressure,  alleged. 

Q.    Mr.    Nannetti ;     A.    Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  July 
15,  690. 
Male  Dining-room  at—  Petitions  with 
Regard    to    Management     of  — 
Decisions   not  shown   to    Staff, 
Reason  for  Omission. 
Q.    Mr.     Nannetti ;    A.    Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  July 
15,  690. 

Dudley,  Stourbridge,  and  District  Tram- 
ways Bill 

c.  Rep.*  July  10,  304. 
con.*  July  17,  1021. 
3R#.  July  21,  1294. 

Duffy,  Mr.  W.  J.  (Gahvay,  S.) 

Doning  (Galwav)  Evening  Continuation 
School — Delay  in  Payment  of  Fees, 
Cause  of,  July  9,  158. 

Gun  Licence— Refusal  at  Gort,  Licence 
Refused  to  E.  Trestoa,  Reason  for 
Refusal,  July  9,  158. 

Duke,  Mr.  H.  E.  [Plymouth] 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  July  17* 
1076. 

Duncan,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Yorks,  W.R.,  Otley] 

Fewston  (Yorkshire),  Glebe  Lands,  Sale 
of —Approval  of  Land  Commissioners 
given  to — Sale  in  compliance  with 
The  Glebe  Lands  Act,  1888,  Inquiry 
of  Sanitary  Authority  with  regard  to 
Sale,  etc.,  July  14,  569. 

Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  William  Hart  [Kent, 
Dartford] 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  July  17, 
1055,  1057. 

East  Ham  Improvement  Bill 
/.  Rep.*  July  14,  517. 

Ecclesiastical  Commissioners 

Number  of  Meetings  held  in  1901,  1902— 
Attendances  at  Meetings,  etc. 
Q.     Mr.    B.    Jones:    A.    Mr.    L. 
Knowles,  July  IS,  406. 

Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  Bill 

Intentions  with  regard  to  proceeding  with 
the  Bill. 

Q.  Sir  H.   Fowler;   A.    Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  20  %  1160. 

Education 

Elementary    Schools  —  Limit    of    size, 
Schools  to  which  sanction  has  been 
given  to  exceed  prescribed  limit. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Gorst ;  A.  Siriy.  Anson, 
July  9,  140. 


Education— cont. 


Elementary  Schools— Religious  Instruc- 
tion in,  Enactment  of  Local  Authori- 
ties Providing  for  the  giving  of 
Religious  Instruction  at  end  of 
School  Session  proposed,  Powers  of 
Local  Authority. 

Q.  Dr.  Macnamara;  A.  Sir  W. 
Anson,  July  14,  579. 

Ireland. 

Annual  Report  for  1902,  Presented, 
July  17,  974,  1023. 

Denominational  ism,  Question  of. 
0.y.  Mr.  Craig,  July  20,  1183; 
Mr.  Dillon,  July  20,  1185; 
Mr.  Samuel  Young,  July  20, 
1189;  Mr.  Clancy,  July  20, 
1195;  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  July 
20,  1197  ;  Mr.  Wyndham, /«fy 
20,  1205. 

Equivalent    Grant,  Amount  of — Ac- 
count   taken     of  population   of 
London  in  calculating. 
<?.     Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  20,  1155. 

Inspectorate  of  Schools. 
Os.  Mr.  T.  O'Donnell.  July  20, 1178, 

Intermediate     Education — Examina"* 

tion  Standard,  Reduction  of  Pa*s 

Standard  for  Examination  in  1903' 

proposed. 

Q.     Mr.     O'Mara  ;       A.     Mr. 

Wyndham,  July  9,  146. 

Rules  for  Examination  in  Music,  Pre- 
sented, July  10,  272,  305. 

Marlborough  Street  Training  College, 
Condition  of. 
Os.  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  July 
20,  1168;  Mr.  T.  O'Don- 
nell,  July  20,  1169;  Mr. 
Sloan,  July  20,  1191  ;  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  20,  1206. 

Model  Schools, 

Os.  Mr.  Dillon,  July  20,  1210  ; 
Mr.  Wyndham,  July  20,  1210 ; 
Mr.  Flynn,  July  20,  1211. 

National  Board,  Constitution  and 
Work  of. 
Os.  Mr.  T.  O'Donnell,  July  20, 
1 176  ;  Mr.  Boland,  July  20, 
1179  ;  Mr-  Dillon,  July  20, 
1186  ;  Mr.  Clancy,  July  20, 
1194;  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell, 
July  20, 1196;  T.  M.  Healy, 
July  20,  1201. 

National     Schools,      Committee    on 

Revision  of  Plans  of,    Nature  of 

Report — Communication    of,     to 

Managers,  etc. 

Q.    Mr.    T.    Healy;    A.    Mr. 

Atkinson,  July  21,  1303. 

National  Schools,  Damage  by  Storm,. 
Provision  of    Funds  for    Repair 
•      of. 

Q.   Sir  T.    EsTO.wa&»\    A..  >?vx- 
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Ireland — cont. 

National  ScIiooIh — Oral  Examinations 
in    Irish — Appointment  of    addi- 
tional Examiners,  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.  T.  O'Donnell ;  A.   Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  20,  1152. 

Schoolhouses — Construction  of. 

Os.  Mr.  Boland,  July  20,  1181 ;  Mr. 
C.  Craig,  July  20,  1183;  Mr. 
Dillon,  July  20,  1185;  Mr. 
Sloan,  July  20,  1190;  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  20%  1207  ;  Mr. 
W.  Redmond,  July  20,  1212. 

Teachers'  Pensions. 
Os.  Mr.    T.    O'Donnell,    July   20, 
1177. 

Teachers— Training  of. 
Os.  Mr.   T.    W.    Russell,  July  20, 
1289 ;  Mr.  T.  O'Donnell,  July 
20,  1289;    Mr.   Charlen  Craig, 
July  20,  1183. 

London    Education  —  Election    of    New 
Authority,  Arrangements  with  regard 
to. 
Q.  Mr.   H.  Robertson  ;  A.  Sir   W. 
Anson,  July  IS,  393. 

"Passive  Resistance "  to  the  Education 
Rate— Difficulty  in  Securing  Services 
of  Auctioneers  for  Sale  of  Property 
Seized  under  Distress  Warrants — 
Issue  of  Circular  of  Instructions  to 
Local  Authorities,  proposed. 
Q.  Sir  C.  M'Laren;  A.  Mr.  G. 
Lawson,  July  20,  1144. 

Rates — Levying  of,  by  County  and 
liorough  Councils  prior  to  Act  becom- 
ing Operative. 

Q.  Air.  Levy  ;  A.  Mr.  W.  Long, 
July  9,  154. 

Religious  Instruction  in  Schools— Bye- Law 
Authorising  Withdrawal  of  Children 
from  School  till  after  time  of  Religious 
Instruction,  Modification  of,  pro- 
posed. 

Q.  Mr.  Piatt- H iggins  ;  A.  Sir  W. 
Anson,  July  22,  1437. 

Rural  Schools  Curriculum — Substitution 
of  Drawing  for  Instruction  in  General 
Agriculture,  proposed. 

(Js.  Mr.  Lambert;  As.  Sir  W. 
Anson,  July  22,  1449. 

Education  Act 

see  Education,  Board  of. 

Education,  Board  of 

President— Marques*  of  Londonderry. 

Parliamentary  Secretary — Sir  William 
Anson. 

Company  Schools,  Grants  to. 
Os.  Lord  E.  Fitzmaurice,  July  9,  204  ; 
Sir  W.  Anson,  July  9,  205. 

Consultative  Committee,  Work  of. 
Os.  Sir  W.  Anson,  July  9,  178. 

Deaf  and  Blind  School*,  Cont  of. 
Oh.  Mr.  Cripy*,  July  9%1V1. 
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Education,  Board  of—  <•<>«*. 
Education  Act 

Committee,  Constitution  of. 
Os.     Sir  W.  Anson,  July  9,  16 

Councils,  Schemes  of. 
Os.  Sir  W.  Anson,  July  9.  161 
John  Gorst,  July  9,  191 ; 
Fitzmaurice,  July  9f  199 
Cripps,  Jtdy  9.  216; 
Ernest  Gray,  July  9,22* 
Bryce,  Jul y  9,  228  :  M 
Hutton,  July  9,  236. 
Delegation  of  Powers. 

Os.  Sir  W.  Anson,  July  9,  17<* 
Mr.  Lloyd-George,  J*ly  $ 
248. 
Denominational       School**,      C< 
of. 
Os.   Dr.    Macnamara,  Jvly  * 
211,    213;  Mr.    Crippa,  / 
214. 
"  Passive       Resistance      Movea 
Os.   Mr.    Cripps,  July  9.  215 
Yoxall,      July    9,     219; 
Lloyd-George,  July  9,  31 
Education    Committees  —  Stateraa 
Schemes    for    formation  ol 
proved  in  Jane,  190&     Pre* 
July  13,  375,  387. 
Women  as  Members  of. 
Os.    Sir  W.  Anson,  «/i#/y  3,1© 
Mr.  Bryce,  July  9,  228. 
Elementary  Education. 

Physical  Condition  of  Children. 
Os.  Sir  W.  Anson,  July  9,  185 
•265;  Sir  J.  Gom,  J«/y* 
264 ;  Lord  Kdmand  Fitnm. 
July  9,  201  ;  Mr.  Yoxall, 
9,  2211 ;  Mr.  Bryce,  July  9, 
Mr.  Lloyd-George,  July  9 
Mr.  Weir,  July  9,  265, 26C 

Teeth  of  School  Children. 

Os.  Mr.  Weir,  July  9,  265. 
Work  of  Boys  after  School. 
Os.  Sir  W.  Anson,  July  9,  185 
E.  Gray,  July  9,  225. 
Evening  Classes. 

Os.  SirW.  Annon,  July  9,  17* 
Examinations,  Systems  of. 
Os.  Mr.   E.    Gray,    July    9,    227: 
Alfred  Hutton,  July  9, 237  ;  * 
Anson,  July  9,  245.' 
Expenditure. 

Elementary  Education. 

Os.  Sir  W.    Anson,  July  9,  181 
John  Gorst,  July  .v,  193. 
Secondary  Education. 
Os.  Sir  W.  Anson,  July  9,  17? 
John  Gorst,  July  9,  192. 
Inspectorate  of  Schools, 

Os.  Sir  W.  Anson,  July  9,  174,243 
Lloyd  George,  July  9.  176 ;  Sii 
Gorst,  July  u,  197  ;  Mr.  1 
Gray,  July  o  226 ;  Mr.  No 
July  9,  264. 

Intelligence  Department,  Work  of. 
Os.  Mr.  Eniniott,  Jufy  .9,  254  263 
x  \\T\\\v\<^  July  9,  255\. 
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idncation,  Board  of— cont. 
Literary  Training. 

Os.  Sir  William  Anson,  July  9,  179 ;  Sir 
John  Gorst,  July  9,  11)2 ;  Lord  E. 
Fitzmaarice.  July  9,  203 ;  Mr. 
Cripps  July  9,  217  ;  Mr.  Bryce, 
July  9,  232  ;  Sir  F.  S.  Powell,  July 
9,  233. 

Religious  Instruction. 


'  Education,  Board  of— con  t. 

1         Technological  Department. 

i  Os.  Sir  W.  Ansjn,  July  9t  173. 

1         Training  Colleges  see  Teachers  (subhead- 
ing). 

Tripartite  System. 
i  Os.  Sir  W.  Anson,  July  .9,  172. 

•  Education  Committee 

see  London  Education  Bill. 


Education  Board  Provisional  Orders  Con- 
firmation [East  Ham,  etc.]  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  July  Jl,  1215. 

Education  Board  Provisional  Order  Con- 
firmation [London]  Bill 

c.  lR.*  July  9,  135. 

2R.*  Com.*  July  17,1021. 


Os.  Mr.  Vicary  Gibbs,  July  9,  205;  Dr.  | 
Macnamara,  July  .9,  211;  Mr.  | 
Cripps,  July  9,  215 ;  Mr.  Yoxall,  j 
July  9,  218 ;  Mr.  Bryce,  July  9t  \ 
229  ;  Sir  F.  Powell,  July  .9,  234  ;  Sir 
W.  Anson,  July  9,  245.  ; 

Sadler,  Mr.,  Resignation  of.  ' 

Os.  Mr.  Emmott,  July  9t  249 ;  Mr.  Whit-  I 

ley,  July  9,  255;  Mr.  Helme,  July  !  g  _.,___ 

0/257  ;  Sir  William  Anson,  July  99  \  _ .         .       ,_  .        _.,. 

257.  Education  (Borrowing)  Bill 

Schools.  I 

Caning  in.  J 

Os.  Sir  John  Gorst,  July  9,  197.         | 

Ventilation  of.  ! 

Os.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  July  9,  195 ;  Lord  | 
Edmund  Fitzmaurice,  July  9,  I 
200;  Mr.  Lloyd-George,  July  9,  I 
239 ;  Sir  W.  Anson,  July  9,  j 
243.  j 

Science  Teaching  in  Grammar  Schools.        I 
0^.    Sir  W. 


Anson,  July  99  179 ; 
Lord  E.  Fitzmaurice,  July  .9, 
203 ;  Mr.  Bryce,  July  9,  231  ; 
Sir  F.  Powell,  July  9,  234. 

Secondary  Education. 

Os.  Sir  W.   Anson,  July  9,  173 ;  Mr. 
Yoxall,  Julu  9t  221 ;  Mr.  E.  Gray, 
July  9,  223 ;  Mr.    Alfred   Hutton, 
July    9,   236 ;     Mr.    Middlemore ;  I 
July  9,  237.  j 

Syllabuses  and  Lists  of  Apparatus  applic-  ! 
able  to  schools  other  than  elementary,  | 
presented,  July  20,  1094,  1131.  j 

Teachers.  I 

Number  of  children  in  classes. 
Os.  Dr.  Macnamara,  July  9, 
Mr.  E.  Gray,  July  9,  225. 

Pupil  Teachers. 
Os.  Sir  W.  Anson,  July  9, 
Sir  J.  Gorst,  July  9,  183 
W.  Jones.  July  9y  190; 
Edmund  Fitzmaurice,  July  9, 
202 ;  Dr.  Macnamara,  July  9, 
208  ;  Mr.  E.  Gray,  July  9,  224  ; 
Mr.  A.  Hutton,  July  9.  237. 

Training  Colleges. 

Os.  Sir  W.  Anson,  July  9, 181  ;  Mr. 
W.  Jones,  July  9,  188;  Sir  J. 
Gorst,  July  9, 191 ;  Mr.  Cripps, 
July  9,  217  ;  Mr.  Ernest  Gray, 
July  9,  224. 

Universities,  Training  in  connection 
with. 

Os.  Sir  W.  Anson,  July  9,  182  ; 
Mr.  William  J  one*  ;  July 
.9,  188  ;  8ir  J.  Gorat,  July 
9, 191 ;  Lord  E.Fitzmaurice, 
July  .9,  202. 


210; 


183; 
;  Mr. 
Lord 


/.  Royal  Assent,  July  :21,  1245. 

Egypt 

Anglo- Egyptian  Convention,  Validity  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;    A.  Lord  Cranborne, 
July  14,  577. 

Assouan  Dam — Increased  Area  of  Land 
brought  into  cultivation  by  means  of, 
Alteration  of  Dam. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;   A.  Lord  Cranborne, 
July  14,  577. 

Finance — Steps  to  remove  financial  diffi- 
culties imposed  by  Laws  of  Liquida- 
tion. 

Q.  Mr.  B.Jones;  A.  Lord  Cranborne, 
July  14,  576. 

Judicial    System — Inconvenience   arising 
from  divers   jurisdictions,  Simplifica- 
tion of  system  proposed. 
Q,  Mr.  B.  Jones ;  A.  Lord  Cranborne, 
July  14,  576. 

Orphan    Children  and    Destitute  Poor — 
Provision  for,  by  Government. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.   Lord  Cranborne, 
July  14,  577. 

Electricity 

High-Tension      Currents    on     Overhead 

Wires — Restrictions  of  Board  of  Trade 

with  regard  to,  Cases  of  installation 

of  currents  in  England. 

Q.  Mr.  Markham  ;  A.  Mr.G.  Balfour, 

July  17,  1026. 

High  Voltage  Current  Overhead  Wires — 
Cases   of   installation    of,    in    Great 
Britain. 
Q.  Mr. Markham;.!.  Mr.G.  Balfour, 
JulyW,  1147. 

High    Voltage  Current  on    Bire  Wires, 

Alleged  danger  of— Inquiry  into  Acci- 
1  dents    caused    by    system    of    power" 

transmission    in     Foreign    Countries, 

proponed. 
1  Q.  Mr.  Markham ;  A .  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 

!  July  20,  1148. 

Memorandum  of  Electrical  Experts  with 
•  regard  to— Steps  taken    in    view   of 

Memorandum. 
\  Q.  Mr.  Markha\\\\  A^.^MVwa, 

:  JmNj20,\^^ 
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{Committee),    July   17, 


Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Order  (No. 
5)  Biff 
/.  2r.*  Com.*  July  10,  270. 
Rep.*  July  14,  518. 
3R.*  July  16,  818. 
Royal  Assent,  July  *l,  1245. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Order  (No. 
7)Bffl 

c.  Lords'  Ammdts.,  con.,*  July  8,  1. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  124o. 

Elementary  Education  (Amendment)  Bill 

/.  3R.*  July  16,  838. 

/.  Royal  Assent,  July  Jl,  1245. 

Elementary  Schools 

see  London  Education  Bill. 

Elgin,  Earl  of 

Preferential  Tariff*,  July  10,  284. 

Eli  bank,  Master  of  [Edinburgh,  Midlothian] 
Canadian   Railway,  British   Ix>comotive« 
for— Details  of  Tenders  and  Contracts 
Requested,  July  16,  859. 

Russian  Evacuation  of  Manchuria,  Date 
of  —  Disposal  of  Customs  Revenue 
Collected  at  Newchwang  Port,  July 
13,  402. 

EUenborough,  Lord 
Motor-Cars    Bill 
1012. 

Elliot,  Hon.  A.  R-  D. — tinmicial  S&rretary  to 
the  Treasury  [Durham] 

Boyle  Waterworks  Loan,  Cause  of  Delay 
in  Issue  of,  July  S,  28. 

Customs  Assistant  Clerks — Proposed  Ex- 
tension of  Annual  Leave,  July  IV,  854. 

Irish  Post  Office  Savings  Bank— Accounts 
of,  kept  in  London— Advantages  of 
Arrangement,  July  14,  582. 

Irish  Public  Accounts — Proj>osed  Estab- 
lishment of  Permanant  Audit  Office 
Staff  at  Dublin— Not  to  be  Adopted, 
July  13,  412. 

Post  Office  and  Trustee  Savings  Banks — 
Number  of  Banks.  Number  of  De- 
positors in  England  and  Ireland  re- 
spectively— Equal  Facilities  Afforded 
in  England  and  Ireland,  July  14,  578. 

Prepared  Medicines,  Government  Stamp 
on — Regulations  of  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  with  regard  to,  Effect  of, 
July  8,  9. 

Public  Holidays  —  Allowances  paid  to 
Officials  on  Piece-Work  on  Occasion 
of  Coronation,  Contrary  to  Usual 
Practice,  July  14,  506. 

Royal  Visit  to  Ireland— Work  at  Dublin 
Castle  Entrusted  to  English  Finns, 
Reason  for  Exclusion  of  Irish  Firms, 
July  14,  570. 

St.  Mel's  Cathedral,  Ardagh— Steps  for 
Preservation  of  Ruins  of -Inability  of 
Treasury  or  Board  of  Works  to  take 
Action,  July  f»\  10. 


Elliott,  Hon.  A.  R.  I>.-ro»t. 
Sale  of  Land  to  Lord  Penrhyn— 
tion  Received  by    Crown— 
ofSale,,/ff/y  JO,  1144. 

Upton,    Charle* — Customs  Wi 
eligibility  of,    for   Pension 
.   1302. 

Ellis,  Mr.  J.  E.  [Nottinghamshire, 
Fiscal  Inquiry  —  Instructions 
Public  Department*  in  < 
with  <  vivinx  Information  k 
to  which  Departments  t; 
July  1J,  415. 

Grants  -  in  -  Aid  to  Somalilai] 
East  and  Central  Africa,  ai 
—Amount  of,  July  10,  843. 

Trade  of  Somaliland,  British 
Central  Africa,  and  Ugan 
of  Imports  and  Exports  for 
16,  wa. 

Emmott,  Mr.  [Oldham] 

Grants  for  School  of  Science,  J* 

.     London  Education  Bill,  J*f 

Sadler,  Mr.,   Resignation  of— I 

Board  of  Education — Neceas 

Intelligence  Department  I  no 

9,249,258,261,262,  283. 

Employment  of  Children  Bill. 
Consideration  of   Amendment* 
22,  1549. 

of, 


15: 


Bye-laws,    Question 
1556,  15*7. 

County  Councils,  Authority 

Departmental  Committee,  II 
1550. 

Education  Act,  Effect  of,  \oo> 

IxKjal  Authority,  Scope  of,  L 
1556. 

Rural  Districtft,Reguiations  > 
for,  1549,  1554. 

Erith  Tramways  and  Improvemei 

/.  2R.*  con*  July  9,  125. 

Esmonde,  Sir  T.  [Wexford,  N.] 

Irish    Gold   Ornaments— Display 

*  Tea  Room,  proposed,  July  8, 

Irish  National  School*  damaged  I 

—  Provision  of  Funds  for  R 

July  21,  1303. 

Estates  Commissioners 
sec  Irish  Land  Bill. 

Evans,  Mr.  S.  [Glamorganshire,  M* 

Api>ointments    to    the    Armv    f: 

Militia— New  Regulations wii 

to-Nature  of  Entrance  Exai 

July  22,  1439. 

London   Education    Bill.    Jnht 
July  lo,  741,  760,  786,  790,*  80 

Uganda  Railway  Accounts  - 
Annual  Statement  of  Accoun 
the  House  propose.!  -Visits 
Line  by  Member*  of  Railw; 
mittep— Publication  of  Reiw 
posed,  Jtfy  lo,  QQ&.  l 


10 


Vol.  125.] 


SESSION  1903. 
July  8— July  22. 


[Eve— Few 


vening  Continuation  Schools  ! 

Ireland— Doniug  (Galway)  School,  Delay  , 
in  Payment  of  Fees.  Cause  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Duffy;  A.  Mr.   Wyndham,  . 
July  9,  id8. 

Svening  Schools 

stc  London  Education  Bill. 

Svicted  Tenants 
see  Irish  Land  Hill. 

tactions,  Ireland  i 

Irish  Land   Bill — Provision  in   Bill,    for  ! 

Claims  of  Evicted  Tenants  to  receive  i 

Priority  in    Proceedings   of   Estates  | 

Commission.  j 

Q.  Mr.  Delany  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 

July  16,  869. 

Notices  of  Eviction,  Number  filed — Re- 
turn  presented,  July  21,  1248,  1297. 

Sxecutions 

Extorted  Confessions  at — Duty  of  Chap- 
lain. 
C>.    Colonel  W.  Murray ;  A.    Mr. 
Akers  Douglas,  July  16, 851. 

Statutory  Rule  with  regard  to  extorting 
Confession    from     Condemned    Pris- 
oner— Alteration  of  Rule  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.   H.   D.    Greene;   A.    Mr. 
Akers  Douglas,  July  16,  850. 

Zxeter  Corporation  Bill 

c.  con.*  July  22,  1429. 

Sxpiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill 
c.  1R.*  July  15,  710. 

factories  and  Workshops 

Iron  and  Steel  Foundries,  Scotland — Ex- 
tension of  special  exception  as  to  meal- 
hours  in— Order  Presented,  July  16, 
819,  840. 

Pardell,  Sir  G.  [Paddington,  S.] 

Metropolitan  Boroughs,  Superannuation 
Allowance  to  Servants  of, granting  of — 
Sanction  of  Local  Government  Board, 
July  SI,  1306. 

Parquharson,  Dr.  [Aberdeenshire,  West] 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules  of — 
Opportunity  for  debating  New  Rules 
as  yet  undeoated — Granting  of  Select 
Committee  of  Inquiry  proposed,  July  9, 
163. 

farrell,  Mr-  J.  P.  [Longford,  North]] 

Appeals  in  County  Longford— Reduction 
of  number  of,  Reason  for,  July  9,  143. 

Beltnrbet  Rent  Collector  surcharged  by 
Local  Government  Auditor— Circum- 
stances of  Case — Examination  of  Rent 
Books  proposed,  July  21,  1318. 

County  Longford,  Estates  for  Sale  in, 
Number  of,  July  8,  10. 

Cusack  Estate,  County  Longford — Pre- 
cautions against  taking  of  farms, 
pending  completion  of  arrangements 
for  Sale  to  tenants — Settlement  of 
planters  on  property  alleged,  July  10, 
310. 


Farrell,  Mr.  J.  P.— coat. 

Gordon-Bennett  Motor  Race — Telegraphic 
Arrangements,  Breakdown  of — Pro- 
vision of  extra  staff  at  Dublin,  etc. 
July  8,  29. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  July  8,  44. 

Irish  Telegraphic  Delays,  Cause  of,  July  8, 
30. 

Law  in  Ireland,  Administration  of 
Criminal  Law  against  Members  of  the 
House,  July  20,  1219. 

Rebates  under  the  Finance  Acts  in  Ireland, 
Payments  of,  July  9,  144. 

St  Mel's  Cathedral,  Ardagh — Steps  to 
preserve  Ancient  Ruins,  July  8,  10. 

Superannuated  Irish  Medical  Officers- 
Number  Superannuated,  Number  of 
Cases  in  which  Grants  were  voluntarily 
made,  etc.,  July  10,  310. 

Fellowes,    Hon.   Ailwyn  —  Lord    of  thv 
Treasury  [Hunts,  Ramsey] 

Agricultural  Labourers,  Wages  of,  during 
last  fifty  years— No  Official  Informa- 
tion available  with  regard  to,  July  Lr>, 
691. 

Cattle  Railway  Transit— Humane  Cattle 
Cars  —  Alleged  refusal  of  Railway 
Companies  to  adopt  Car,  July  8,  24. 

Fewston  (Yorkshire)  Glebe  Lands,  Sale  of 
— Approval  of  Land  Commissioners — 
Sale  in  Compliance  with  the  Glebe 
Lands  Act,  1888— Inquiry  of  Sanitary 
Authority  with  regard  to  Sale,  etc., 
July  14,  569. 

Ferguson,  Mr.  Monro  [Leith  Burghs] 

Licensing  Act  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  BUI,  July  13,  423, 
425,  438,  454,  475,  504,  508  ;  July  22, 
1520,  1524. 

Naval  Works  Bill,  July  10,  353. 

Permanent  Garrison  in  South  Africa — 
Necessity  for  Improvements  in  Intel- 
ligence Department  —  Question  of 
Quick-firing  Guns,  July  16,  924. 

FergOSSOn,  Sir  J.  [Manchester,  N.E.] 

Buckingham  Palace,  Works  proceeding  in 
front  of,  Nature  of,  July  21,  1320. 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  IS,  425, 
437,  443,  456,  478,  507  ;  July  21,  1414. 

Scottish  Public  Lunatic  Asylum  Officials 
— Granting    Superannuation    Allow- 
i  ances  to.  proposed,  July  13,  388. 

Feversham,  Earl  of 

Motor  Cars  Bill  {Committee),  July  17,  990. 

Fewston  (Yorkshire) 

Glebe  Lands,  Sale  of — Approval  of  Land 
Commissioners  given  to,  Sale  in  Com- 
pliance with  the  Glebe  Lands  Act, 
1888— Inquiry  of  Sanitary  Authority 
with  regard  to  Sale,  etc. 

Q.    Mr.  Duncan  ;    A.  \\x.  N..  Y^v- 
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Field,  Mr.  W.  [Dublin,  St.  Patrick] 

Army  Officers  —  Married  Non  -  Com- 
missioned  Officers  and  Officers  de- 
tached from  their  Regiments,  Refusal 
of  Option  of  Money  in  lien  of  Rations 
to — Inquiry  proposed,  July  16,  856. 

Cattle  Railway  Transit— Humane  Cattle 
Cars  —  Ref nsal  to  use  such  Cars, 
alleged— Inquiry  into  question  of  Live 
Stock  Land  Transit,  proposed, 
July  8,  24. 

Contempt    of    Court— Fresh    Legislation 
proposed,  Julu  21,  1302. 

Ireland— Proposed  Introduction  of 
Legislation  to  amend  present 
Law — No  promise  possible  with 
regard  to  introduction  during 
present  Session,  July  8,  32. 

Cutton  Trust,  Effect  of  on  Cotton  Industry 
— Number  and  Wages  of  Employees 
out  of  work  through  Closing  of  Mills, 
July  8,  16. 

Fiscal  Inquiry  —  Preferential  Railway 
Rates  tor  Foreign  Produce — Inclusion 
in  Injury  of  Question  of,  July  8, 22. 

Income  Tax  Returns  —  Simplification  of 
Forms  and  Modification  of  System  of 
Basing  Income  Tax  Assessments  on 
Future  Profits,  July  8,  23. 

Irish  Income  Tax  Appeals — Issue  of  In- 
structions for  hearing  of  Appeals  in 
absence  of  previous  Returns,  proposed. 
July  8,  29. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Commit tee),  July  17,  10o7. 

Person*  Pishoused  by  Ground  Landlords — 
Extension  to  Ground  Landlords  of 
Arrangement  similar  to  that  made 
Railway  Companies,  proposed,  July 
U,  565.* 

Royal  Visit  to  Ireland— Work  at  Dublin 
Castle  entrusted  to  English  Firms- 
Reason  for  exclusion  of  Irish  Firms, 
July  14,  570. 

Terminable  Leaseholds— Opportunity  for 
Discussion  of  Measure  to  remedy 
defects  under  present  System  of 
Tenure,  July  8,  32. 

Tobacco-growing  in  Ireland,  July  SO,  1218. 

Town  Holdings  Committee — Appointment 
of,  to  consider  Question  of  Termina- 
able  Leaseholds,  proposed,  Julu  21, 
1320. 

Fife  Electric  Power  Bill 

/.  con.*  July  it;,  839. 
c.  3R.#  July2U,  1129. 

Fifeshire 

Lochgelly,  Outbreak  of  Typhoid  at—  In- 
quiry proposed. 

Q.   Mr.   J.    Hope;    A.   Mr.    Akers 
Douglas,  July  U,  154. 

Pollution  of  Rivers  in— Inquiry  into  pol hi  - 
tion  of  Black  Devon,  proi>o*ed.  1 

Q.    Mr.  E.  Wsson  ;    A.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  July  21,  \m.  \ 


Fiji 


Administration  of  -Appointment  of 

pendent   Commission  t»»    Repor 

proposed. 

Q.    Mr.     C.     Wason;     A.    Mi 

Chamberlain,  July  If,  575. 

Financial  Relations  between  •RtigiMiri 
Ireland 

Payments  of  Rebates  under  the  Fit 
Acts. 

Q.    Mr.    J.     I\    Farrell;     A. 
Ritchie,  July  U%  144. 

Finlay,  Sir  R.— Attorney 'General  [Inve 
Burghs] 

Terminable  Leasehold* — Proposed  L 
duction  of  Measure  to  Safe*: 
Property  paid  for  by  Terniiu 
Leaseholders,  July  2*9  1450. 

Firearms 

Ireland. 

Refusal   of    Licence   to    I*.  Com 
Castlemaine — ii  rounds  for  Kefi 
Q.  Mr.  T.   ODonnell ;  A. 
Wyndham,  July  /J,41ti 
Refusal    of    Licence     to    E.  Tre 
Gort,    Co.    Gal  way — Reason 
RefusaL 
Q.  Mr.  Duffy  ;     A.  Mr.  Wv 
ham,  July  9,  158. 

Fiscal  Policy 

Inquiry. 

Advice  or  Information  required  fi 

Treasury. 

J  Q.  Sir  C.  M'Laren  ;  A.  Mr. 

J.  Balfour,  July  20,  115? 

Board  of  Trade  Statistics  relative 

Exports    and     Imports— Basis 

Valuation. 

Q.  Sir  C.  M'Laren  ;  A.  Mr. 

Balfour,    July  20%  1146. 

British    Shipping    and    Foreign  P 

tective     Systems — Inclusion 

Questions  of,  relating  to,  wit! 

scope  of  Inquiry. 

<?.  Mr.  C.    M'Arthur ;  A.  ? 

A.  J.  Balfour,  July  9,  16 

Conclusion  of,  during  present  Ses^ 
Communication  of  result  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Soames ;  A.  Mr.  A. 
Balfour,  July  IS,  415. 
Connection     of     Local     GoTernnw 
Board  with. 

Q.  Mr  D.  A.  Thomas ;  J.  > 
W  .  Long,  July  16,  853. 

Engagement  of    Home  Office  in  1 
sponse  to   AppeU    for  Relief 
Distress  in  1842. 
Q,  Mr  D.  A.  Thomas ;  A.  X 

Establishment  of    Fiscal    Union  I 
tween     Mother      Country    * 
Self  Governing  Colonies. 
Q.  Mr.  ManatieM  :   A.  Mr. 
•1.  Balfour,  Jnly  14,  581 
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Fiscal  Policy— wt. 
Inquiry — cout. 

Fisheries— Inclusion    in    Inquiry     of 
question  of  lie-imposition  of  the 
Fish  Duties. 
Q.    Mr.  G.   Bowles;     A.    Mr. 
Ritchie,  July  8,  19. 

Hostile  Tariffs  of   Foteign  Countries 
or  British  Colonies — Publication 
of    Information  with    regard  to, 
proposed. 
Q.  Lord  Heneage ;  A.  Duke  of 
Devonshire,  July  13,  379. 
Inclusion  in  Inquiry  to  Question  of 
Transit  of  Canadian  Corn  through 
America,  and  of  American  Corn 
through  Canada. 
Q.  Sir  E.  Vincent ;    A.  Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  July  21,  1306. 
Inclusion  in  Inquiry  of  Question  of 
Transport. 
Q.  Sir  E.  Vincent ;  A.  Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  July  *1,  1306. 
Inclusion  in  Inquiry  of  Expediency  of 
Establishing  an  Imperial  Council 
of   Representatives     of     Mother 
Country       and      Self-Governing 
Colonies. 
Q.    Mr.     Black;     A.    Mr.   A. 
J.  Balfour,  July  14,  584. 
Inclusion  in  Inquiry  of  necessity  of 
instituting  Legislation  to  secure  a 
Minimum  Wage. 
Q.  Mr.  Mansfield ;   A.  Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  July  14,  583. 
.Inclusion  in  Inquiry  of  question  of 
Colonial    Contributions    to     the 
Defence  of  the  Empire,  proposed. 
Q.    Dr.    Macnamara;    A.    Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  July  8,  21. 

Inclusion  of  Question  of  retaliating 
upon  Colonial  tariffs  upon  British 
good*. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  Taylor ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  15,  705. 

Inclusion,  within  scope  of  Inquiry,  of 

Question  of — Effect  upon  British 

Agriculture  of  proposed  Increase 

in  price  of  Corn. 

Q.  Mr.  Soares ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 

Balfour,  July  8,  21. 

Instructions  given  and  Public  Depart- 
ments in  connection  with  giving 
Information  for  Inquiry,  to  which 
departments  given,  etc. 

Qs.  Mr.  J.  Ellis  ;    As.  Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  July  13,  415. 

Mode  of  holding  Inquiry. 

Q.  Mr.  A.  Davies;   A.   Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  10,  863. 

Most  •  favoured  nation  Treatment — 
Effect  of    Imposition  of   Import 
Duties. 
Q.    Mr.   Black  ;    A.    Mr.    G. 
Balfour,  July  2-M447. 

Opportunity  for  Discussion    of,  pre- 
vious to  close  of  Session. 
Q.    Sir  M.   Hicks  Beach;   A. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  July  15, 
706. 
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Fiscal  Policy— cant. 

Inquiry— cont. 

Pay  of  Government  Employees— In- 
clusion of  Inquiry  of  consideration 
of    higher    pay    of    Government 
Employees. 
Q.  Mr.   Weir;    A.  Mr.   A.   J. 
Balfour,  July  20,  1157. 

Preferential  Railway  Rates  for  Foreign 
Produce — Inclusion  in  Inquiry  of 
Question  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Field;  A.  Mr.  B.  Law, 
July  8,  22. 

Republication  of  Parliamentary  Paper, 
No.  299,  of  Session  of  1825,  pro- 
posed. 
Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas;  .4.  Mr. 
G.  Balfour,  July  17,  1028. 

Returns  supplied  by  Board  of  Trade 
and  Customs  Department  different 
from  or  in  excess  of  those  usually 
published— Placing  forms  of  such 
Keturns  on  Order  Paper  of  House 
of  Commons. 

Q.  Mr.  Lough;    A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  SO,  1158. 

Taking  evidence  of  Representatives  oi 
Co-operative  Societies. 

Q.    Sir  W.   Lawson;    A.    Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  July  15,  704. 

Fiflk 

Cold  Storage  for — Establishment  of  cold 
>torage  chambers  at  Fishing  Ports  and 
improved  Methods  of  Preservation  of 
Fresh  Fish — Opinion  of  Experts,  pro- 
iK>sed. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
July  15,  700. 

Destruction  of  Fish  at  Billingsgate  and 

Alierdeen — Total    amount  destroyed 

in  England  and  Scotland  during  1902. 

Q.  Mr.  Pirie ;  A.  Mr.  Bonar  Law, 

July  8,  17. 

Fisheries 

Boats,  Tonnage  of — Inconvenience  caused 
to  Fishermen  by  adoption  of  Rules  for 
ascertaining  tonnage  of  l>oats. 

Q.  Mr.  C.  Wason  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Bal- 
four, July  13,  391. 

Fiscal  Inquiry,    Inclusion   in  Inquiry  of 
Question   of   Re-imposition   of    Fish 
Duties. 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles  ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
July  8,  19. 

Ireland — Castletown    Berehaven    Fishing 

Industry  —  Establishment        of 

Herring     Curing     Stations     and 

Herring  Markets  proposed. 

Q.    Mr.   Gilhooley;      A.    Mr. 

Wyndham,  July  9,  157. 

Shannon  Fisheries — Amount  paid  by 
Board  of  Works  to  fishery  owners 
— Upholding  of  fishing  rights. 
Q.  Mr.  Joyce;    A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Jul\j  ^  W5A. 
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Fisheries— *ont. 

Scotland— Fishing  Boats,  Crew  Space  on— 
Deductions  for  Sanitary  Accommo- 
dation. 

Q.    Mr.    Black;     A.    Mr.   G. 
Balfour,  July  20,  1133. 

Inquiry  relative  to  Herring  Fishery 
in  the  Firth  of  Clyde— Report 
presented,  July  9,  128,  137. 

Orkney  —  Petition  from  County 
Council  for  carry ioK  out  recom- 
mendations of  Fisheries  Com- 
missioner. 

Q.  Mr.  C.  Wason  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  July  9,  138. 

Sea  Fisheries— Orders  for  Grants,  1902- 
1903— Board  of  Trade  Report  under 
Act  of  1868,  Presented,  July  21,  1249, 
1297. 
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Flynn,  Mr.  [Cork  Co.,  N.] 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  JWySJ 


Fishguard  and  Rosslare 
Harbours  Bill 

c.  Loi-ds  Amend  ts.  con. 

I.  Royal  Assent,  July  ; 

Fishing  Industry 

see  Scotland. 


Railways  and 

y  July  9,  133. 
7,  1246. 


Fitzmaurice,    Lord    Edmund   [Wiltshire, 
Cricklade] 

Education  Act.  Operation  of— Responsi- 
bilities of  the  County  Councils — 
Physical  aspects  of  Education — 
Ventilation  of  Schools— System  of 
Pupil  Teachers — Suggested  connection 
with  Universities — Importance  of 
Literary  Training — GrantstoCompany 
Schools,  July  9,  199. 

London  Education  Bill,  Julu  1J,  667  ;  Julu 
1J,  779. 

Fitzgerald,  Mrs. 

Alleged  Assault  on,  nature  of  offence- 


Inquiry  into  case  proposed. 
Abraham 


Q. 


Mr.    W.    Abraham  ;      A. 
Wyndham,  July  1*;,  842. 


Mr 


Fitzgerald,  Sir  Robert  [Cambridge] 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  July  17,  1052. 

Flavin,  Mr.  [Kerry,  N.J 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  July  8,  46,  47, 
69,  114;  July  17,  1040. 

Munster,  Representation  of,  on  Congested 
Districts  Board,  in  event  of  vacancy 
on  Board,  July  13,  408. 

Flower,  Mr.  E.  [Bradford,  W.] 

Cable  Charges  between  India  and  China, 
Reduction  of,  proposed,  July  10,  867. 

Female  Prisoners — Laundiy  and  Cookery 
Lessons  for,  proposed — Reconsidera- 
tion of  appointment  of  Female  Prison 
Inspectors,   July  15,  686. 

Glucosi,  Rebate  on,  allowed  on  imported 
glucose  and  refused  t  >  glucose  manu- 
facturers in  this  country,  alleged, 
July  13,  404. 
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Land  Bill 
July  17,  1046. 

Model  Schools,  Working  of,  July  20,  U 

Prosecution  for  Carts  without  Own 
name  thereon — Case  of  Mr.  D.  Bb 
ley— Impartial  carrying  out  of 
quireraents  of  law  bv  the  Police.  J 
13',  395. 

Food 

Imports  fioni   the  Colonies  and  Fw 
Countries— Total    Value  of,  Vain 
Home  Supply. 
Q.  Mr.  Seely  ;    A.  Mr.  G.  Halt 
July??,   1434. 

Foreshore  Bights 

see  Irish  Land  Bill. 

Foster,  Sir  Michael  [London  University 

London  Education  BUI,  July  Ik,  654;  J 
15,  762,  777. 

Water— Sterilisation  of  Water  for  Trc 
in  the  Field — Results  of  testing  «b 
of  sterilisation,  July  13,  395. 


Fowler,  Bt.  Hon. 

East] 


Sir  H.   [Woiverhamp 


Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  BUI— Int 
tions  with  regard  to  proceeding  * 
BUI,  July  20,  1 160. 

Statistical  Abstracts — Date  of  public&ti 
July  8,  7. 


France 

Wheat,    Prices    of, 
Wheat. 
Q.  Mr.  Harris 
July  15,  699. 


Duty    on    Iui[*>r 
A,  Mr.  G.  Baft 


Francis  &  Son,  Messrs.,  Deptford 

Army  Contracts— Alleged  infringeiuen 
Fair  Wage  Resolution. 
Q.    Captain      Norton    ;      A. 
Brodrick,  July  21,  1305. 

Franco-Spanish  Alliance 

Information  with  regard  to,    condition 
alliance,  etc. 

Q.    Mr.  G.  Bowles;  A.     Mr.  A 
Balfour,  July  22,  1450. 

Frinton  on  Sea  Sea  Defences  Bill 

c.  3R.*  July  13,  385. 

/.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1246. 

Fuller,  Mr.   [Wiltshire,  West  bury] 

Military    Works     (Consolidated    Fa 

July  21,  1396. 
Porthcawl   Rifle    Ran^e— U  til  Nation 

for  field-firing,  July  16,  861. 

Gainsborough 

Vaccination  Prosecutions   at \ctioi 

Officers— Support  of  Action   by  L 
Government  Board  proposed 
<?.     Mr.  S   Onnsby-Core-J. 


\ 


W.  Lon£,  July  u9  39i 
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jdloway  Mr.  [Manchester,  S.W.] 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation  and 
Amendment  Bill,  July  13,  424,  425, 
435  ;  July  21,  1400,  1420. 
Patriotic  Fund— Action  of  Secretary- 
Introducing  Bill  dealing  with  Patrio- 
tic Commission  during  present  session, 
July  In,  704. 
Patriotic  Fund — Bill  put  down  for  day 
allotted  to  Supply,  July  CO,  1163. 

ilway 

Donin?  Evening  Continuation    School — 
Delay  in  payment  of  fees,  cause  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Duffv  ;  A.   Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  9,  158.. 

•ardner,  Mr.  E.  [Berks,  Wokingham] 

Parchment  Coffee-Husk — Value  of  Im- 
ports during  1902 — Country  from 
which  imported,  etc.,  July  8,  8. 

Gateshead  Corporation  Bill 

/.  Coin.*  July  IS,  374. 

fras  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill 
Return  Presented,  July  8,  3. 

las  and  Waterworks  Facilities  Act,  1870. 
Report  of  Board  of  Trade,  as  to  dispensing 
with  consent  of  the  Farnborougn 
Urban  District  Council  in  the  case  of 
the  Aldershot  Gas  and  Water  Pro- 
visional Order,  Presented,  July  18, 
375,  387. 

las  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill 
Return  Presented,  July  8,  3. 
r.  Rep.*  July  17,  1023. 
3R.*J«/y>All30. 

las  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill 
Return  Presented,  July  8,  3. 
c.  Rep.*  July  17,  1023. 
Com.*  July  HO,  1130. 
3  R.*  July  21 1  1295. 

lennany 

Commercial  Relations  with  Great  Britain 
and  British  Colonies.    Correspondence 
Presented,  July  10,  271,  306. 
Commercial  Treaty— Papers  relative  to — 
denunciation  of  Commercial  Treaty- 
Reason  for  their  not  being  presented. 
Q.  Mr.    £.    Robertson.      A.  Lord 
Cranborne,  July  13,  403. 

Trade. 

German  Exports  to  Canada— Canadian 
Exports  to  Germany  for  1897  and 
1902— Value  of  Total  extra  duty 
on  Canadian  Exports. 

Q.   Mr.    Black.      A.    Mr.    J. 
Chamberlain,  July  16,  864. 

Imposition  without  any  retaliatory 
Duties  on  German  Goods  entering 
Great  Britain  —  Statement  of 
British  Ambassador  at  Berlin  with 
regaid  to  Authority  for  State- 
ment. 
Q.  Mr.  Black.  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  10,  863. 
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Gibbs,  Mr.  Alban  [London.] 

Employment  of  Children  Bill,  July  22r 
1559. 

London  Education  Bill,  July  14,  594,  596  v 
July  15,  760. 

Gibbs,  Mr.  Vicary  [  Hertfordshire,  St.  Albans  ] 

Education,  By-laws  concerning  Religious, 
July  9,  205,  230. 

Gibraltar 

see  Naval  Works  Bill. 

Gilhooly,  Mr.  J.  [Cork  Co..  West] 

Castletown  Berehaven  Fishing  Industry 
— Establishment  of  Hemng  Curing 
Stations  and  Herring  Markets,  pro- 
posed, July  9,  157. 

Munster,  Representation  of,  on  Congested 
Districts  Board,  in  event  of  vacancy 
on  Board,  July  13,  408. 

Teachers  in  Ireland,  Classification  of,  July 
20,  1213. 

Glasgow 

University  —  Annual  Financial  Report 
Presented,  July  17,  975, 1024. 

Glasgow  Corporation  (Police)  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill 

/.  2R.*  July  14,  518. 
/.  3R.*  July  16,  819. 
c.  1R.*  July  17,  1023. 

Glasgow  Corporation   Tramways  Order 
Confirmation  Bill 


/. 


2R.#  July  14,  518. 
3R.#  July  21,  1248. 


Glucose 

Rebate  on,  allowed  on  imported  glucose 
and  refused  to  glucose  manufacturers 
in  this  country,  alleged. 

Qs.  Mr.  Flower ;  As.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
July  13,  404. 

Gold  Coast 

Spirit  Licences  to  Natives,  Report  as  to 
issue  of,  number  issued,  Regulations 
with  regard  to  issue. 

Q.   Sir  J.    Kennaway;    A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  July  10,  307. 

Gordon,  Mr.  [Londonderry,  S.] 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  July  8,  46. 

Gordon  Highlanders 

Band  of  1st  Battalion  Gordon  Higlanders 
— Performance  stopped  at  Southport, 
Authority  for  action. 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Hail ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  16,  857. 

Gorat,    Rt.     Hon.     Sir     J.     [Cambridge 


Rt.     Hon.     Sir 

University] 

Cambridge  Day  Training  College  — Pay- 
ment of  increased  ^tocvVa  \»  A^toj 
of   CoWfcfc*  \v\\o  *x*  m«\sfc*3«>  *x  v&» 
\Jn\veT«vV$  0)\\^w,  J^VU  fc^* 
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Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.—conL 

Education  Department,  Plans  passed  by, 
July  9,  262. 

Elementary  Schools,  Limit  of  size,  Schools 
to  which  sanction  has  been  given  to 
exceed  prescribed  limit,  July  99  140. 

London  Education  Bill,  July  14,  605,  654 ; 
July  15,  714,  787. 

New  Poor  Law  Schools  at  Poplar,  Sanc- 
tion of  Local  Government  Board  to 
proposed  expenditure  on  erection  of, 
July  16,  853. 

Norwood  Poor  Law  Schools,  Illness  at, 
Report  of  Medical  O nicer  on,  Expen- 
diture on  Schools  sanctioned  by  Local 
Government  Board,  Publication  of 
Report  proposed,  July  16,  852. 

Schools  above  Ordinary  Limit*  of  Accommo- 
dation— Places  at  which  sanctioned, 
numbers  of  scholars,  reason  for 
which  sanction  given,  July  IS,  393. 

Schools,  Pupil  Teachers  in,  July  9,  113» 
219. 

School  Teachers,  Training  of— Advantages 
of  connection  with  the  Universities- 
Working  of  the  Education  Act — 
Duties  of  the  Councils— Expenditure 
on  Secondary  Education — Waste  on 
Elementary  Education — Physical  con- 
dition of  School  Children— \  entilation 
of  Schools— Caning  in  Schools— Ques- 
tion of  Inspection,  July  9,  190,  243, 
247,  264. 

Gort 

Gun  Licence,  Refused  to  E.  Treston— 
Reason  for  refusal. 

Q.    Mr.  Duffy.    A.    Mr.  Wyndham. 
July  9,  158. 

Goschen,  Viscount 

Imports  and  Exports.  Excess  of  British 
Imports  over  Exports.  Estimate  of,  to 
what  causes  due,  July  14,  558. 

India  and  the  South  African  Garrison, 
Propostl  to  place  portion  of  cost  of 
on  Revenues  of  India,  Attitude  of 
Committee  of  Imperial  Defence  to- 
wards wheme,  Arguments  in  favour 
of  scheme,  July  JO,  1115. 

Preferential  Tariffs,  July  10,  297. 
Gosport  and  Fareham  Tramways  Bill 

<!•.  Rep.*  Julu  21,  1295. 
c.  2R.*  cowl*  July  14,  562. 

Government  Departments 

Committee  to  consider  p  isition  and  duties 
of  Government  Dep  irtmenta — Position 
with  regard  to  formation  of. 

Q.    Mr.    Hoult;    A.    Mr.    Ritchie, 
July  10,  867. 

Granard 

Workhouse  Nurses— Inquiry,  Note*  of 
evidence,  Laying  on  Table  of,  pro- 
posed 

Q.    xMr.   T.    M.    Heily;      A.    Mr. 
WyndUam,  Julu8,<2&. 
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Granby,  Marquess  of 

Military  Lands  Bill,  July  >l%  1251 

Motor  Cars  Bill,  July  14%  523. 

{Committee),  July  17 ',  997,  lol 
Jl,  1270,  1288. 

Outdoor  Belief  (Pensioner's;  Bill, . 
83*. 

Gray,  Mr.  Ernest  [West  Ham,  N.] 

Education  Act,  Operation  of  — 
carri-d  out  by  the  County  Cot 
Regulations  concerning  Sei 
Education — Tiaining  or  Tei 
Position  of  Pupil  Teachei  s— Inc 
size  of  Schools — Work  after 
School  —  Inspection  of  Scl 
System  of  individual  e&anii 
July  9,221,  216. 

London  Education  Bill,  Julu  11,  6 
658,666. 

Students  in  University  Hostels, 
to— Declaration  of  Firat  Lore 
Treasury  with  regard  to  givin 
to,  by  Board  of  Education,  J* 

Graziers  (Irish) 

see  Irish  Land  Bill. 

Great  Northern^Piccadilly ,  and  Brt 
Railway  (various  Powers)  BU 
/.  Rep.*  July  16,  817. 

Great  Northern  Railway  Bill 

/.  3R.*  July  IS,  374. 

c.  Lords'  Amendment*  rou.*  July  11 

I.  Royal  Assent,  July  ^y,  1246. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  Bailw 
/.  Rep.*  Julu  14,  517. 
/.  3R.*  JulyJl,  1247. 

Great  Western  Railway  Bill 

/.  Rep.*  July  16,  817. 

Greene,  Mr.  H.  D.  [Shrewsbury] 

Executions— Statutory  Rule  with 
to  Extorting  Confession  frot 
demned  Prisoner — Alteration  < 
proposed,  July  1*;,  850. 

Metropolitan  Magistrate*,  Inert 
number  of,  proposed,  July  14, 

Gretton,  Mr.  [Derbyshire,  S.] 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consol 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  1 
4S2, 495  ;  July  J  J,  U09  ;  July  2 
1518,  1529,  1530. 
Military  Works  (Consolidated  Fuiw 
21,  1392. 

Griffin,    James,     late     Royal    G* 
Regiment 

Granting  Array  Pension  to,  propose 
Q.  Mr.  Joyce ;  A.  Lord  Stanleys 
13. 

Griffith,  Mr.  E.[Anglesey] 

Beaumaris    County      School,     Fib 
Difficulties    of — Assistance  of 
of  Education,  July  24  568. 
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Grindleford.  Baslow,  and  Bakewell  Bail- 
way  Bill 

c.  Lords  Amendments,  con*  July  14,  562. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1246. 

Groves,  Mr.  [Salford,  S.] 

Licensing  Acta  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  13,  426, 
478,  481,  503,  507 ;  July  21,  1404. 

Quest,  Mr.  [Plymouth] 

War  Office  Reforms — Intelligence  Depart- 
ment—Army  Corps  in  South  Africa- 
Recruiting,  July  16,  957. 

Guinea  Postal  Orders  Bill 

/.  Royal  Aasent,  July  21,  1245. 

Gunnery 

sec  Naval  Works  Bill. 
Habitual  Offenders 


Punishment  of,  Amendment  of  Law  during 
present  sessioo. 

V.     Mr.    Talhot;    A.    Mr.    Akers 
Douglas,  July  10,  850. 

Hainault  Forest  Bill 
/.    rem*  Jvly  14,  517. 

Haldane,  Bt.  Hon.  B.  B  [Haddington] 

Canadian  Cattle,  Importation  into  United 
Kingdom — Obstacles  placed  in  way 
of  by  H.M.  Government — Remon- 
strances of  Canadian  Government, 
Julys,  13. 

Canadian  Cattle  imported  into  United 
States— Number  end  Value  of— Rate 
of  import  duty,  July  8,  13. 

Licencing  Acts  (Scotland) — Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  21,  1411. 

Hall»  Mr.  M.  [Lancashire,  Southport] 

Gordon  Highlanders  (1st  Battalion)  Band, 
Performance  stopped  at  Southport — 
Authority  for  Action,  July  lb \  857. 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway — Steps 
to  secure  safety  of  travelling  public 
previous  to  completion  of  electrifica- 
tion of  portion  of  line,  July  21,  1299. 

Halsbury,  Earl  of,  Lofd  Clumcellor 

County  Courts  Jurisdiction  Extension 
Bill,  July  16,  826*. 

Incest  Bill,  July  16,  822. 

Licensing  Act  Amendment  Bill,  Jvly  14, 
522. 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  July  17,  983, 
985  ;  July  21,  1289. 

Hamilton,  Bt.  Hon.  Lord  G.,  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  [Middlesex,  Ealing] 

British  GarrUon  in  South  Africa — Pro" 
posed  Charge  on  Indian  Revenue  for 
Maintenance  of,  July  20,  1136. 

Coopers  Hill  College— Consultation  with 
Indian  Government  previous  to  de- 
cision as  to  futuie  of  College,  July  IS, 
393. 
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Hamilton,  Bt.  Hon.  Lord  Q.—eont. 

Eastern  Bengal  Railway— Alleged  Deten- 
tion of  Sirdar  and  Coolies  on — No 
information  with  regard  to,  July  22, 
1432. 

India— Area  under  Crops  in,  for  1901- 
1902,  etc.,  July  16,  846. 

Indian  Agricultural  Banks— Committee 
Report,  to  be  laid  on  Table  at  early 
date,  July  U,  137. 

Indian  Currency — Amount  of  Gold  Cur- 
rency Reserves  in  India  and  England,. 
July  16,  845. 

Indian  Inigation  Commission — Report  not 
yet  received,  July  16,  844. 

Indian  Savings  Bank  Deposits,  Increase  of 
— Number  and  Class  of  Depositors,. 
July  16,  844. 

Indian  State  Canals,  Capitalised  Value  of,. 
July  16,  844. 


Irrigation  in  India  by  State  Canils—  Area 
Irrigated  by  Canals  for  years  1891- 
1892,  1901-1902,  July  If,  137. 

Madras  Workhouse,  Location  of  within 
prtcincts  of  the  Presidency  Gaol — 
Ptrsons  detained  under  European 
Vagrancy  Act  to  be  accommodated 
in  other  than  Penitentiary  Premises — 
July  22,  1433. 

Motor  Car  Transport  in  India— Noinforma- 
tion  on  subject  of,  July  16,  847. 

Tibet,  Roads  in— Improvement  of  Trade 
Routes  near  Siliguri,  July  IS,  402. 

Tibet,  Trade  with— Meeting  of  British  and 
Chinese  Commissioners  to  arrange  for 
Improved  Trade  Facilities,  July  l$y 
402. 

Hamilton  Burgh  Provisional  Order  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1245. 

Hampden,  Viscount 

Motor  Cars  Bill  {Committee),  July  21,  1285. 

Hampton  Court  Gas  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1246. 

Hanging  Gate  Bent 

sec  Irish  Land  Bill. 

Hardie,  Mr.  Keir  [Merthyr  Tydvil] 

Army  Rations  condemned  at  Pretoria — 
Rations  supplied  by  same  Firms  as 
those  condemned  previously  at  Pretoria 
—  Condemned  on  previous  occasion 
since  1899—  Name  of  Firms,  Quantities, 
condemned,  etc.,  July  16,  862. 

Army  Rations  Destroyed  at  Pretoria. 
Report  of  Board  Officers.  Carrying 
out  recommendations  of,  with  regard 
to  recovery  of  cost  from  Contractors, 
etc.,  July  14,  572. 

India,  Defence  of— Provisions  at  Pretoria 
destroyed  —  Deftciei\K\ft&    Sbbl     fcxtsci 


Har— Hie] 


Hardwicke.  Earl  of- 

for  War. 
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Under  Secretary  of  State 


India  and  the  South  African  Garrison. 
Proposal  to  place  portion  of  coat  of. 
on  Revenue  of  India.  Nature  of 
Scheme— Desirability  of  full  considera- 
tion of,  proposal  by  Indian  Govern- 
ment— Necessity  of  taking  steps  for 
protect  on  of  North -West  Frontier. 
Justification  of  proposal  of  Hii 
Majesty's  Government,  July  20,  1102. 

Military  Lands  Bill,  July  21,  1251. 

Volunteer  Rifle  Ranges.  Return  relative 
to  distribution  of  sum  allocated  for, 
to  be  published  at  earl  v  date,  July  11, 
1019. 

Harmsworth,  Mr. 

Physical  Training  in  Scotland.  Recom- 
mendation of  Royal  Commission  as  to 
adding  medical  experts  to  inspecting 
Staff  of  Scotch  Education  Depart- 
ment. Decision  with  regard  to  carry- 
ing out  of,  July  13,  389. 

Harris,  Lord 

Military  Lands  Bill,  July  21,  1254. 
Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  July  17, 1011. 

Harris,  Mr.  F.  L.  [Tynemouth] 

Wheat,  Prices  of,  in  France  and  United 
Kingdom.  Duty  in  France  on  im- 
ported wheat,  July  15,  699. 

Harwood,  Mr.  [Bolton] 

Orphan  and  Deserted  Children,  Number 
of,  July  9,  143. 

Suakim-Berber  Railway — Construction  of, 
Consideration  of  project,  July  9,  139. 

War  Office  Canteens,  Management  of, 
July  V\,  928. 

Hastings  Harbour  District  Railway  Bill 
c.  2u,#  Com.*  July  14,  563. 

Hastings  Tramways  (Extensions)  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1246. 

Hay,  Mr.  C  [Shoreditch,  Hoxton] 

Customs  Assistant  Clerks,  Extension  of 
Annual  Leave,  proposed,  July  16,  854. 

Rotten  Row  Ambulances.  Establishment 
of  ambulance  at  West  end  of  Row, 
Adoption  of  Police  for  St.  John's  Am- 
bulances, proposed,  July  8,  25. 

Hay  den,  Mr.  [Hoscommon,  S.] 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  July  8,  98. 

Mullingar  Rifle  Range,  Extension  of. 
Approval  of  Military  Authorities- 
Delay  in  proceeding  with  work,  Cause 
of,  July  21,  1304. 

Hayter,  Sir  A.  [Walsall] 

Decentralisation,  Request  for  information 
concerning  —  Remount  Department. 
July  10,  956. 

Head  Bents 

See  Irish  Land  1Y\\\. 
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Healy,  Mr.  T.  M.  [Louth,  N.]    , 

Ad  valorem  Stamp  Duty  on  Autfo 
Capital.  Refusal  to  allow  paynu 
remain  in  abeyance  until  Capita 
been  raised.  Effect  upon  investi 
in  Irish  enterprises.     July  10,  3 

Agriculture  and  Technical  Instn 
Department,  Ireland.  Ketoi 
Grants  made,  proposed.  July  SI, 

Granard  Workhouse  Nurses  I» 
Notes  of  evid  ence,  Laying  on  Ta 
proposed.     July  8,  28. 

Irish  Equivalent  Grant,  Account  tat 
Population  of  London  in  calca 
amount  of,  J  tily  20,  1 155. 

Irish  National  Schools.  Com  mitt 
Revision  of  Plans  of,  Nature  of  I 
— Communication  of  the  Man 
etc.,  July  21,  1303. 

Irish  Land  Rill  (Committee)*  Jttly 
43,  57,  75,  91  ;  July  17, 1029, 
1040,  1043,  1051,  1052,  10ft), 
1069,  1074,  1076,  10S0,  10*2, 
1084,  1087. 
(3R.)  July  21 \  1368. 

National  Education  in  Ireland— Defici 
in  the  System — Position  of  Na 
Board,  July  20,  llsW. 

Heaton,  Mr.  Henniker  [Canterbury] 
Retired  Army  Officers,  Employme 
Declaration  required  from  offic 
retired  pay  to  the  effect  that  he 
no  position  of  profit,  previa 
receiving  allowance.  Date  of 
en  forcing  declaration,  abolition  a 
posed,  July  14,  574. 

Helme,  Mr.  [Lancashire,  Lancaster] 
Sadler,  Resignation  of  Mr.,  July  '*,  : 

Hemphill,  Mr.  [Tyrone,  N\] 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee)  *JWv  3 
112;  July  17,    10G0. 

Heneage,  Lord 

Fiscal  Inquiry.     Hostile  Tariffs  of  F 
Countries  or  British  Colonic!1, 
cation  of  Information  with  rega 
proposed,  July  13,  379. 

Motor-Cars  Bill,  July  14,  557. 
Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  J»ht  1 

999,  1013,  1015  ;  July  21,  1269, 

1284. 

Motor  Cars  Prosecution  uiidei  Secti 
the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act 
21,  1293. 

Hemes,  Lord 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Jvlu  1 
1010. 

Hexham  Gas  Bill 

c.  3R.#  July  9,  133. 

/.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1246. 

Hickman,  Sir  A.  [Wolverhampton,  W 

Public    Health   Acts    Amendment 

Date  of  Introduction,  July  $.  6 

Return  Home  of  Regiment*  having 

through  South  African  War,  J 

\  856. 
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Hides 

Imports  from  Australian  Colonies,  large- 
ness of  imposition  of  duty  on  hides 
from  foreign  countries. 
Q.  Mr.  Black  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, July  22,  1443. 

Highland    and    Invergarry    and     Fort 
Augustus  Railway  Companies  Bill 

<;.  Lord*1  Amcnte.  ron*  July  10 >,  303. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1246. 

Highland  Crofters 

See  Scotland. 

Weaving  Industry — Encouragement  given 
to,  by  Congested  Districts  Board, 
effect  on  production  of  goods. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  G.  Murray. 
July  21,  1316. 

Hobhouse,  Mr.  Charles  [Bristol,  Kj 

War  Office  Appointments  and  Promotion 
— Permanent  Garrison  in  South 
Africa — Information  requested  con- 
cerning future  policy  in  Somaliland, 
July  16,  885. 

Hobhouse,  Mr.  Henry  [Somersetshire,  £.] 
London    Education    Bill,  July   14,  638 ; 

July  15,  717. 
Motor-Car   Tyres,  Regulation  of  size  of. 
Authority  empowered  to  make  regula- 
tions, etc.,  July  IS,  392. 

Holland,  Sir  W. 

Cotton  Trade,  Cause  of  slackness  in.— 
Deficiency  of  Raw  Cotton— increasing 
imports  of  raw  material,  July  21,  1299. 

German  Markets  and  Countries  adopting 
Retaliatory  Fiscal  Policy.  Preference 
in  German  Market  to  Countries  adopt- 
ing Retaliatory  Fiscal  Policy,  July  22, 
1434. 

Home  Office 

Fiscal    Inquiry— Engagement   of    Home 
Office  in. 
Q.   Mr.  D.   A.    Thomas;   A.    Mr. 
Akers  Douglas,  July  22, 1431. 

Home  Rule 

See  Irish  Land  Bill. 

Hong  Kong 

.tee  Naval  Works  Bill. 
Governorship  of —Appointment  of  Governor 
with  wide  experience,  proposed. 
(J.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, July  16,  865. 

Plague  in— Order  permitting  Treatment 
of  Plague  Patients  in  their  Homes. 
Reconsideration  of,  proposed. 

Q.    Mr.  Weir  ;    A.    Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  21,  1311. 

Post  Office— Plans  for  New  Post  Office, 
Acceptance  of,  Date  of  Commence- 
ment of  Building. 

<?.    Mr.  Weir;   A.    Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  21,  1312. 
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Hong  Kong—''<>/</. 

Post  Office — Delay    in   Erection  of   New 
Post  Office,  Cause  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;    A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, July  16,  865. 

Hope,  Mr.  J.  D.  [Fife,  West] 

Lochgelly  (Fifeshire)  —  Outbreak  of 
Typhoid  at — Inquiry  proposed,  July  9, 
154. 

Horses 

Horse  Breeding—  Report  of  Royal  Com- 
mission with  Appendices,  Presented, 
July  15,  685. 

Horse  Breeding — Report  of  Royal  Com- 
mission, Presented,  July  16,  819. 

Hoult,  Mr.  [Cheshire,  Wirrall] 

British  Imports  and  Exports  during  last 
Seventy  Years — Return  of  Total 
Value  proposed,  July  8,  17. 

Government  Departments — Committee  to 
consider  position  and  duties  of  — 
Position  with  regard  to  Formation  of, 
July  16,  867. 

Roumania,  Trade  Interests  in — Appoint- 
ment of  Trade  Expert,  proposed,  July 
22,  1446. 

Trade  with  Roumania — Negotiations  with 
German  Government  for  New  Com- 
mercial Treaty — Decrease  in  British 
Trade  with  Roumania,  etc.,  July  16, 
866. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 

Introduction  of  Bill  dealing  with,  Date  of. 
Q.  Dr.  Macnamara  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  8,  33. 

Persons  dishoused  by  Ground  Landlords — 

Extension    to    Ground    Landlords  of 

arrangements  similar  to  that   made 

witli  Railway  Companies,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.   Field  ;    A.   Mr.  W.  Long, 

July  U,  565. 

Hove,  Worthing,  and  District  Tramways 
Bill 
c.  Rep.#  July  21.  1295. 

Humphreys-Owen,  Mr.  [Montgomeryshire] 

London  Education  Bill,  July  15,  779. 

Clergy— Poverty  of — Administration  of 
Ecclesiastical  Kunds— Appointment  of 
Royal  Commission  of  Inquiry  into, 
Jidy  20,  1160. 

Colonial  Competition  with  British  In- 
dustries—Protection of  British  Pro- 
ducers, July  20,  1 157. 

Hnntly,  Marquess  of 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee)  July  17,  999. 

Hutchinson,  Dr.  [Sussex,  Rye] 

Woolwich  Royal  Arsenal— Proximity  of 
Danger  ftuildings  to  Gun -ft  ring 
Ground  —  Official  responsible  for 
Selection  of  Site,  etc.,  July  13%  39K. 

London  EdwraXtonYRb*  Jubj  ^W**ffL. 
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Hutton,    Mr.    Alfred    [Yorkshire,    W.  K., 
Morley] 

Education  Act,  Schemes  of  Councils 
under  —  Management  of  Secondary 
Schools—  I'ro teat  against  Government 
System  of  Examination — Question  of 
Pupil  Teachers,  July  9,  235,  23(5. 

"Hyacinth,"  H.MS. 

Repairs  of,  time  expended  on — Mileage 
run  on  trials  and  Commissions. 

Q.       Colonel     Denny  ;     A.      Mr. 
Arnold- Forster,  July  14,  564. 

Hyde  Corporation^Bill 

/.  3R.*  July  10,  270. 

r.  /^oni*1  Amendts.  con.*  July  10,  839. 

/.  Royal  Assent,  July  */,  1246. 

Hyde  Park 

Rotten  How  Ambulances.  Establishment 
of  ambulance  at  west  end  of  Row, 
adoption  of  Police  for  St.  John's 
ambulances,  proposed. 

Q.      Mr.    C.    Hay;    A.      Mr.    V. 
Cavendish,  July  8,  25. 


Imports  and  Exports 

British     Imports    and    Exports    for    last 
seventy  years.     Return  of  total  value 
of,  proposed. 
Q.     Mr.  Hoult ;  A.     Mr.   B.  Law, 
JulyS,  17. 

Exports,  Difference  in  value  of  in  time  of 
brisk  as  compared  with  slack  trade- 
Basing  statistics  of  exports  and  im- 
ports in  preparation  for  Fiscal  Inquiry, 
upon  tonnage  and  not  fluctuating 
market  values,  proposed. 
Q.  Sir  C.  M'Laren  ;  A.  Mr.  G. 
Balfour,  July  20,  1 147. 

Excess  of  British  imports  over  exports. 
Estimate  of,  and  to  what  causes  due. 
Q.    Viscount  Goschen ;    A.     Duke 
of  Devonshire,  July  14,  558. 

Fish  and  diamonds — Value  of  imports  not 
published  in  official  statistics,  reason 
tor  omission. 
Q.    Mr.  G.Bowles ;  A.    Mr.  Ritchie, 
July  8,  19. 

Foreign    Countries,    Imports    from,    into 
British  possessions,  Total  value  of. 
Q.     Mr.  H.  Samuel;  A.     Mr.  G. 
Balfour,  July  W,  849. 

Increase  of,  during  first  half-year  of  1903. 
Average  increase  during  periods  1873- 
1882,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Samuel ;  A.  Mr.  B.  Law, 
July  10,  308. 

Parchment  Coffee- Husk.      Value  of  im- 
ports   during     1902 — Country    from 
which  imported,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Gardner  ;  A.  Mr.  B.  Law, 

July  8,  8. 

"Woollen  and  Cotton  Goods  and  Cutlery — 
Exports  to  Foreign  Countries  in  1872 
and  1902,  Value  of. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Buxton  ;  A.  Mr.  B.  Law, 
July  8,  7. 
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Incest  Bill 

Debate  on  Stroud  Headimj  (/. ),  July  IS, 

Ecclesiastical  Attitudes,  *  820,  \ 
Effect  of  Bill,  Probable,  822.* 
Scotland,  Treatment  of  the  0 
in,  821  ;  "  S  ep-Daughter," 
posed  deletion  of,  S2fK 

Income  Tax 

Ireland. 

Appeals— Issue     of     Instruction* 
hearing  of  appeals  in  absent 
Previous  Return*,  proposed. 
(J.  Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,. 
S,29. 
Inland     Revenue      r.      McDomk 
Amount  of  Costs — Reason  for 
taking  proceeding*  in  the  Con 
Court. 

V       Mr.       Delany;      A. 
Ritchie,  July  13,  389. 
Assessment   of    Income,   ground 
making  such  assessment. 
Q.  Air.  Delany;  A.  Mr.  Ritr 
July  13 1  390. 
Scotland,  Collection  of  tax  in— Coatii' 
tion  of  time  and  method  of  collect 
by    Committee     on     Income    T* 
Equalisation  of  System  in  En^ 
and  Scotland,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.   M'Crae;    A.   Mr.   Rite! 
July  18,  404. 

Returns. 

Landowners,   L*sue    to   of  fornix 
statement  of  Income — Dispen> 
with  Return  in  certain  case*,  p 
posed. 
Q.  Mr.   T.    Chamberlayne : 
Mr.  Ritchie,  July  Ik,  ^ 
Sim  plication  of  forms  and  modifier 
of  system   of   basing  inconu-  : 
assessments     « n    future    pn»ti 
proposed. 
Q.  Mr.    Field  ;  A.  Mr.  Kite^ 
July  8,  23. 


India, 


Arnry— Young  Officers  joining  regime 
m  India— Embarkation  of,  during  ' 
trooping  season  only,  proposed. 
Q.     Mr.      Orr-Ewing:      A.     L 
Stanley,  July  is,  694. 

Agricultural    Banks— Committee  Rep 
•ate  of  leaving  on  Table. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  LordG.Haniiii 
Jnly  9,  137. 

Brussels  Sugar  Convention,  Communictt 
of,  to  Indian  Government,  Reply 
Q.     Mr.  Lough  ;      A.     Ear!  Per 
July  21,  1313. 

Cable  Charges  between  India  and  Chia 
Reduction  of,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  Flower;  A.  Mr.  Aus 
Chamberlain,  July  16,  867. 
Coinage  andCurrency— Sovereigns,  nine 
of,  paid  into  Indian  Treasury,  nnm 
paid  out  by  Departments  for  PR- 
Works— Amount  of  Gold  Carre 
Reserves  in  India  and  England. 

\S*m\lUra,  July  16,  84& 
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Condition  of  the  People  —  Report  Presented, 

July  10,  272,  305. 
Crops— Area  under  Crops  for  1901-1902,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  LordG.  Hamilton, 
July  16,  846. 
Defence  of — tiee  War  Office. 

Finance — Explanatory  Memorandum  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India.  Pre- 
sented, July  14,  519,  564. 

Irrigation — 

Commission  of  Inquiry — Recommenda- 
tions   contained    in    Report    of 
Statement  requested. 
Q.    Mr.  Weir;     A.    Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  16,  844. 
State    Canals  —  Area    irrigated    by 
Canals  for  years  1891-1892,  1901- 
1902. 

Q.    Mr.  Weir;    A.    Lord  G. 

Hamilton,  July  9,  137. 

Labour  for  Southern  Rhodesia — Proposal 

of  Government  of  Southern  Rhodesia 

—Attitude    of    Indian     Government 

towards. 

Q.    Sir    T.    Dewar;      A.    Mr.    J. 
Chamberlain,  July  22,  1441. 
Motor  Car  Transport— Experiments  with 
regard    to — Calling  for    Report     on 
Subject,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  LordG.  Hamilton, 
July  10,  847. 
Preferential  Tariffs,  *ee  that  title. 
Savings     Bank     Deposits — Increase    of, 
numl>er  and  class  of  depositors. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  LordG.  Hamilton, 
July  16,  844. 

South  African  Garrison. 

Benefit  of  Troops  in  South  Africa 
to  India  doubtful — Garrison  to  be 
composed  of  young  inexperienced 
men— Assistance  rendered  by 
India  in  South  African  War,  etc., 
tribute  to — Presentation  of  Papers, 
proposal,  July  20,  1108. 

Consent    of    Indian    Government    to 
proposal — Laying  Correspondence 
on  Table  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan  ;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  20,  1136. 

Contribution  of  India  to  Naval 
Expenditure,  smallness  of— 
Present  policy  the  work  of  the 
Committee  of  Defence,  July  20, 
1120. 

Etlect  on  Army  Expenditure  if  scheme 
I*  carried  into  effect — Opinion  of 
Council  of  India  and  Viceroy  and 
Indian  Council— Necessity  of 
having  papers  relative  to,  July  20, 
1122. 

Inconsistency  of  proposal  with  prin- 
ciples guiding  financial  relations 
between  Great  Britian  and  India 
—Danger  to  Indian  Finances — 
Doubtful  lienetits  of  scheme- 
Opinions  of  Indian  Press— Papers 
moved  for. 

Q.  Marti uess  of  Ripon  ;  A.  Earl 
of  Hardwicke,  July20f  1094. 
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India — rout. 

South  African  Garrison — rout. 

Proposal  to  place  portion  of  cost  of  * 
on  Revenues  of  India — Attitude 
of  Committee  of  Imperial  Defence 
towards  scheme — Arguments  in 
favour  of  scheme,  July  20 ',  1115. 

Secretary   of   State    and    Council- 
Attitude    of,    towards    proposed 
contribution — Laying  Minutes  of 
Council  on  Table,  proposed. 
Q.  Sir  M.   Bhowiiaggree  ;    A. 
LordG.  Hamilton,  July 21 y 
1433. 

State  Railways  and   Canals — Capitalised 
Value  of 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
July  16,  844. 

Inebriate  Reformatories 

Regulations,  for  Management,  presented*' 
July  9,  128,  136. 

Infiltration 

sec  Naval  Works  Bill. 

Investments 

British  Investments  abroad  and  Foreign* 
Investments     in     Great     Britain— 
Amounts  of,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.  At  her  ley- Jones  ;    A.    Mr- 
Ritchie,  July  :?0,  1143. 

Ipswich  Gas  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  July  21, 1245. 

Ireland 

Agricultural  Department  (Ireland)  see 
that  title. 

Bee-keeping    Industry  —  Prevalence    of 
disease  of  foul  brood  —  Legislation 
proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Boland  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,. 
July  20,  1152. 

Belmullet  and  Mallaranny  Steamer  Ser- 
vice— Nature  of   inquiries    made   in 
connection  with. 
Q.  Mr.  O'Kelly ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  18,  410. 

Education,  see  that  title. 

KUd orrery  —  Alleged   assault   on   Mrs. 
Fitzgerald,  nature  of  offence — Inquiry 
into  case  proposed. 
Q.     Mr.   W.  Abraham  ;     A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  16,  842. 

Letterfrack  to  Clifden— Car  Fare.  In- 
crease of  fare  charged  to  police, 
alleged. 

Q.  Mr.  O'Malley ;    A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, July  16,  855. 

Law  and  Justice. 

Attorney -General,  Responsibility  of— 
For   prosecutions  under  present 
law. 
Os.    Mr.    J.   Devlin,  July  2<U 
VE&y   VE*A\  ^*«  \*Sa»?|» 
July  ^iO,  \Vifc. 
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Dublin  City,  Proclamation  of. 
Os.   Mr.  Field,  July  20,  1231 ;  Mr.  . 
Atkinson,  July  20,  1231 ;  Mr. 
Swift  MacNetfl,  July  20,  1231 ; 
Mr.  Kilbride,  July  20,  1233. 

Members  of  the  House,  Criminal  law 
against.  I 

Os.   Mr.  Farrell,  July  20,  1219,  I 
1234,    1235  ;    Mr.    Joseph 
Devlin,  July  20,  1221 ;  Mr.  ! 
Dillon,  July  20,  1226,  1235 ;  ' 
Mr.  Cnllinan,  July  20, 1227 ; 
Mr.  O'Down,  Julv  20, 1229 ; 
Mr.  0*  Kelly,  July  20, 1230  ; 
Mr.     Atkinson,    July    20, 
1231. 
Packed  Juries. 
Os.   Mr.    Delany,    July  JO,    1225; 
Mr.   Atkinson,  July  20,  1236; 
Mr.    Dillon,    July   20,     1237  ; 
Mr.   Kilbride,  July  20,  1238. 
Police,  Behaviour  of  the. 
Os.    Mr.  J.   Devlin,  July  20,  1223, 
1224  ;  Mr.  Atkinson,  July  20, 
1231 
Leflfey,   Pollution    of — Discontinuance  of 
practice  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.  Nannetti ;  A.    Mr.  Wynd- 
ham.    July  20,  1153. 
Loans-  Small  Farmers,  Dwelling  Loans. 
Enabling  farmers  to  obtain  loans  at 
3}  per  cent,  for  erection  of  dwellings 
on  holdings,  proposed. 

Q.    Mr.  Power  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndhaui. 
July  13,  408. 
Murine  Store  Dealers  (Ireland)  Bill— Sec 

that  title. 
Post   Office   Savings   Bank,  Accounts  of 
— Kept   in   London.     Advantages    of 
arrangement. 

Q.     Mr.   Lundon.     A.     Mr.  Elliot. 
July  14,  582. 
Prosecution   for   Carts   without   Owner's 
Name    thereon  —  Case    of    Mr.     D. 
Buckley.     Impartial  Carrying  out  of 
requirements  of  law  by  the  Police. 
Q.  Mr.  Flynn  ;  A.    Mr.  Wyndham. 
July  13,  395. 
Public    Audits — Establishment     of    per- 
manent audit  office  staff  at  Dublin. 
Q.  Mr.    Lundon;     A.   Mr.    Elliot; 
July  13,  412 
Public    Health    Acts    Amendment    Act, 
1890— Regulations  as  to  issue  of  Stock 
by    Urban    Authorities,    Copy    Pre- 
sented, July  15,  686. 
l*ublic  Offices  (Dublin)  Bill,  see  that  title. 
Royal  Visit. 

Introduction  of  Bill  repealing 
Criminal  Law  and  Procedure 
(Ireland)  Act,  1887,  prior  to, 
proposed. 

(Js.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor;  As.  Mr. 

A.  J.  Balfour,  July  9,  159. 

Dublin    Castle — Work    entrusted    to 

English  firms,  reason  for  exclusion 

of  Irish  firms. 

Q.  Mr,  Field  ;    A.  Mr.  Elliot, 
July  14,  ">7<». 
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Ireland-eon/. 

Shannon    Fisheries.      Amount    paid 
Board  of  Works  to   fishery  owi 
Upholding  of  Fishing  right*. 
Q.  Mr.  Joyce  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd 
July  20,  1154. 

Stamp  Duty.  Ad  Valorem  Stamp 
on  Authorised  Capital — Refos 
allow  payment  to  remain  in  abe 
until  Capital  has  been  raised. 
u]K>n  investments  in  Irish  enter] 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  .4 
Ritchie,  July  10%  307. 

Irish  Development  Grant. 
See  Irish  Land  Bill. 

Irish  Gold  Ornaments. 

Display  of,  in  Tea  Room  proposed. 
Q.  Sir  T.  Esnionde  ;  A.  Mi. 
Balfour,  July  8,  30. 
Transference  to  Dublin  Museum,  in 
of  the  decision  as  to  their  i*in 
property  of  the  Crown. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond ;  A.  Mr. 
Balfour,  July  8,  30. 

Irish  Land  BUI 

Considered  in  Committee  July  $,  So : 
17,  1029. 

Advances,    see    New      Clan-*-* 
heading). 

Agricultural  Labourers,  37,  3>,  * 

48. 

Bonus  Allocation  of,  74,  lis,  11! 
1073,  1074. 

Compulsory   Acquisition  of  Lan 
New  Clauses  (sul^headio^'. 

Congested  Districts,  *ee  New  C 
(sub-heading). 

Covenants,    see     New     Clauses 
heading). 

Encumbrancers,  Establishment^ 
1060,  1061,  1062. 

State  Commissioners,  Work  of.  t 

92,  1031,  1055,  1075. 
Evicted  Tenants,  Ca&e  of,  lott. 

Expenses,    see     New     Clause* 
heading). 

First    Term    Rents,    sec    Zone* 
heading). 

Fitzgerald,  Appointment  of  Mr., 
1083,  1084. 

Foreshore  Rights,  1052» 

Graziers,  position  of,  1043,  1044. 
1046. 

Hanging  Gate  Rent,  1080. 

Head  Rents,    see   New   Clauses 
heading). 

Insolvent  Estates,  Owner*  of.  It 
Irish    Development    Grant,  #€ 
!  Clauses  (sub-heading). 

|  Labourers      Allotments,     sec 

[  Clauses  (sub- heading). 

[« 
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Irish  Land  Bill— cont 

Considered  in  Committee- 


cont. 


Labourers'  Bill  suggested,  29,  40,  41 
43,  44,  45. 


SESSION  1903.  [Iri— Iri 

Jtdy  8— July  22. 

Irish  Land  Bill— co"'. 

Considered  in  Committee — cont. 

Second  Term  Rents,  see  Zones  (sub* 
heading). 


Labourers,     Housing   of,    35,  36,  37, 
38,  98,  1030. 

Labourers,    Representation    of,    113, 

114. 
Labourers  Wages,  40,  41,  42,  46,  47 

48,  1085. 
Laivl  Agents,  po-ition  of,   116,  1055, 

1056,  1057,  1058. 
Land  Commission,  Work  of,  35,  1047, 

1053,  1060,  1063,  1065. 
Land  Conference,  Report  and  Results 

of,  57,  58,  91,  98. 
Landlords'      Right    of    Pre-emption, 

Abolition  of,  1032. 
Maynooth  College,  Indemnification  of, 

79,  80. 
Mill  Holdings,  see  New  Clauses  (sub- 
heading). 
5f ew  Clauses. 

Advances  not  within  Zones,  49. 

Ancient  Monuments,  Land  Com" 
mission  and,  49. 

•Compulsory  Acquisition  of  Land, 
115,  1030. 

•Congested  Districts,  Management 
of,  89,  99,  104,  105,  1047, 
1048. 

Congested  Districts  Board,  Re- 
demption of  holdings  by,  89. 

Covenants  against  Tillage,  115. 

Expenses  of  Negotiations,  117, 
1072. 

<*rant  in  Aid,  87. 

Head  Rents,  see  Trinity  College. 

Irish  Development  Grant,  51,  55, 
62,  63,  647  76,  1064,  1066, 
1068,  1070. 

Labourers  Act  and  Land  Con- 
ference, 90. 

Labourers  Allotments,  92,  93,  95. 
Labourers    Representation,    113, 
114. 

Mill  Holdings,  105,  1041. 

New  Cottages,  Erection  of,  98. 

Restraints  on  Alienation,  98. 

Sporting  Rights,  Mineral  Rights, 
etc.,  96,  97. 

Trinity  College  and  Church  Per- 
petuity Leases,  114,  1039. 

Trinity  College  Head  Rents,  50, 
54,  55,  57,  58,  59,  64,  70,  74, 
76,  78,  79,  82,  84,  1037. 

Ulster  Tenant  Right  Custom, 
106,  109,  110,  112. 

Under  Secretary  to  be  a  Member 
of  Koird,  90. 

l*rivate  Council  Appeal,  1029,  1030. 
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Sporting   Rights,    see    New    Clauses 
(sub-heading). 

Subdivided  holdings,  1032. 

Superior  Interest,  48. 

Trinity  College   Grants,    1033,   1040, 
1064,  1068,  1069,  1070. 

Trinity  College,  see  New  Clauses  (sub- 
heading). 

Trustees,  power  of,  1076,  1078. 

Urban  District*,  Labourers  Cottages 
in,  35,  36. 

Variable  Head  Rents,  1031. 

Zones. 

First  Term  Rents,  1042,  1043. 

Second  Term  Rents,  1042, 1043. 

Debate  on  Third  Heading  {c)Jidy  21,  1322. 

Administrative  Body,  Organization  ot» 

1325,  1341. 
Bonus,  Question  of,  1342,  1315,  1351, 

1362,  1370. 
Compulsion  in  Bill,  1327,  1348. 
Congested  Districts,  Management  of, 

1325,  1338,  1350,  1365,  1370. 

Effect  of  Bill,  1327,  1330,  1334,  1355, 

1356. 
Estates  Commission,  Constitution  and 

Work  of,  1324,  1350. 

Evicted  Tenants,   Question  of,   1324, 

1342. 
Finance  of  Bill,  1344,  1349, 1358,  1362, 

1373. 

History  of  Bill,  1323. 

Home  Rule,  Probable  Effect  on,  1332* 

1339,  1360. 

Labourers,    Question    of,    1326,  1365, 

1369,  1370. 
Land  Commission,  Work  of,  1331. 

Land  Conference,  Report  and  Results 

of,  1323,  1342,  1347,  1350. 
Landlords,  Attitude    of,    1330,   1335, 

1340,  1341,  1350,  1361,  1364, 1368. 

Limitation  of  Price,  1341. 

Minimum  Price  (or  Maximum  Reduc- 
tion), Abolition  of,  13*24,  1334. 

Taxpayers,  Position  of   British,  1356, 

1359,  1375. 
Tenants,  Position  of,  1331,  1344. 
Trinity  College,  1336. 

Bankrupt  Owners—Debts  of  Bankrupt 
Owner  paid  by  Insurance  Company— 
Power  to  sell  under  Land  Bill  in 
hands  of  Bankrupt  Owner  or 
Insurance  Company. 

Mr.   T.   W.    Russell:   A.   &kt. 


e. 
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Irish  Land  Bill — cout. 

Marquess  of  Ely's  Estate,  Sale  of,  under 

i^and  Bill— Provision  for  Sales  being  { 

made  at  plaoe  of  owner's  choice.  ; 

V.    Mr.   W.   T.    Russell  ;   A.    Mr.  ! 

Wyndham,  July  16,  869.  , 

Iron  and  Steel  Trade  j 

Canada  —  Manufacture    of    Wire    Rods,; 
Structural  Ironwork  and  Steel  Plates 
in  Canada. 

Q.  Mr.  1).  A.  Thomas;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  July  SO,  1 140. 

Exports,  Weight  and  Value  of,   in  each 
Halt- Year  of  1901,  1902,  1903. 
Q.    Mr.    H.    Samuel;    A.    Mr.   G. 
Balfour,  J\dy  14,  566. 

Imports  during  First  Half- Year  of  1903  j 
et«\,  Value  of— Ports  at  which  ; 
delivered. 

V.    Sir  T.  Wrightson;  A.   Mr.  B. 
Law,  July  9,  138. 

Scotch  Foundries — Extension  of  Special 
Exception  a*  to  Meal  Hours  in — Order 
Presented,  July  16,  819,  840. 

Irvine  and  District  Water  Board  Order 
Confirmation  Bill 

l.  2*.*  July  14,  518. 
/.  3R.*  July  10,  819. 
c.  In.  >  July  17,  1023. 

Italy 

Corn,  Prices  of — Rate  of  Import  Duty. 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
July  i'l,  3299. 

Jameson,  Major  J.  E.  [Clare,  W.] 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  13,  505. 

Japan 

Kobe  Medical  Practice  at,  Case  of  Dr. 
Knag"*— Explanation  of  Attitude  of 
British  Consul  at  Kol*\ 


V.  Mr.  Weir;    A. 
July  U%  139. 


Lord  Cranborne, 


Jeffreys,  Bight  Hon.  A.  F.  Deputy-Chair- 

mttn  oj  Committee*  [Hants,  N.] 

Irish   Law — Prosecutions  under — Govern-  , 
ment  not  responsible,  July  20,  1224. 

Jersey,  Earl  of 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Comm'ttec),  July  17,  982, 
985  ;  July  Jl,  1278. 

Jessel,  Captain  H.  M.  [St.  Pancras,  S.] 

London  Education  Bill,  July  15,  728,  737, 
755. 

Jewish  Colonisation  Association  Bill 

c.  3IL'  July  S,  1. 

I.  Koyal  Assent,  July  21,  1246.  I 

Johannesburg 

Lord  Milner  and  the  "  Johannesburg 
Leader/'  Summary  Dismissal  of 
Editorial  StaW  by  Lord  ^VVYtvst,  *V- 
leged. 

tat  V*.     Mr.  S.  MacSeiW;  As.  ^Vt.  a 

C\\amber\a\t\,  July  13%4fifc. 


Jones,   Mr.  Brynmor  [Swansea  District] 

Ecclesiastical  Commissioners — Numliei 
Meetings  held  in  1901,  19U2— Att< 
ances  at  Meetings,  etc.,  July  IS ,  4 

Egypt. 

Finance,  Steps  to  remove  Finait 
difficulties  imposed  by  Lawi 
Liquidation,  July  14,  576. 

Judicial  System — Inconvenience  t 
ing  from  Divers  Jurisdictioi 
Simplification  of  System,  propo 
July  14,  576. 

Jones,  Mr.  William  [Carnarvon,  Arfon] 
London  Education  Bill,  July  15,  791. 
School-teachers,   Deficiencies  in   train 
of—Plea  for   training   in    connect 
with   the    Universities — Question 
pupil-teachers,  July  9,  187. 

Jordon,  Mr.  J.  [Fermanagh,  S.J 

Irish  Land  Hill  (Committee),  July  IT,  10 

Joyce,  Mr.  M.  [Limerick] 

Griffin,  James — late  Koyal  Garrison  Re 
ment.      Granting    Army  Pension 
proposed,  July  S,  13. 

Irish  Land  Bill  [Committee),  July  S,  97,  ! 

Shannon    Fisheries.        Amount    paid 
Board  of    Works    to  fishery  owne 
Upholding  of  Fiohin"  Kixbts,  Jttiv  i 
1154. 

Judicial  Statistics 

Ireland.  Civil  Statistic*  Presented,  /? 
U,  375,  387. 

Kearley  Mr.  H.  E.  [Devonport] 
Patriotic  Fund,  July  SO,  1167. 

Kelvin,  Lord 

Motor-Cars  Bill,  July  14,  541. 

Motor-Cars  Bill  (Committee),  July  IT,  £ 
993,  1008n  July  *lt  1276,  1280. 

Kennaway,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  [Devon,  11  onit 

Gold  Coast  Natives,  Spirit  Licences  b*a 

to,  Report  as  to  issue,  number  isso* 

regulations  with  regard  to  issue,  J* 

10,  307. 

Kennedy,  Mr.  P  J.  [Westmeath,  N.J 
Meath  Kate  Collector  —  Suspension 
Collector  by  Meath  County  Com* 
Removal  of  Suspension  by  U> 
Government  Board — Reconsiderati 
of  action  by  Local  Government  Boa 
proposed,  July  20,  1154. 

Kenyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  [Denbigh] 

I         Llangollen  School  Board — Different  Tre 
I  ment  of  Board  Schools  and  Volunu 

1  Schools,  alleged,  Jw/y  22,  1438. 

Kenyon,  Lord 

Local  Government   (Transfer  of  Powe 

mVJufcj  9,132. 
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IKerry 

Congested  Districts  Board. 
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July  8— July  22. 

!  Kingston-upon-Hull  Corporation  Bill. 

!  /.  2R*,  July  13,  373. 


Demand  for  Representation  of  Kerry  ' 

on    the    Board— Appointment  of  > 

Resident  of  Kerry  to  next  Vacancy  I 

on  Board,  proposed.  i 

Q.  Mr.  T.  O'Donnell;  A.  Mr.  ! 

Wyndham,  July  20,  1 152.      ' 

Non-representation    of    Kerry   on—  j 
Appointment   of   Representative 
of  Kerry  at  next  Vacancy,  pro-  i 
posed. 
Q.    Mr.  T.  O'Donnell ;  A.  Mr.  i 
Wyndham,  July  21,  1317.    ' 
Kells 

Landing  facilities  at,  Result  of  Ap-  j 

Slication  to  Congested  Districts 
loard  for.  I 

Q.    Mr.     Boland  ;      A.     Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  16,  855. 

Railway    Station,    Inconvenience    of  j 
site— Representations  to  Railway 
Company  for  construction  of  Fla< 
Stations  at  Dooneen  and  Mount 
Foley,  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.   Boland;    A.    Mr.    G.  ; 
Balfour,  July  14,  583. 

Potato  growing      Industry  —  Assistance  , 
rendered     by     Congested     Districts 
Board.  f 

Q.    Mr.    T.    ODonnell ;    A.     Mr.  j 
Wyndham,  July  9,  157. 

IKeyham 

see  Naval  Works  Bill. 

JKilbride,  Mr.  [Kildare,S.] 

Dublin   City,    Proclamation    of — Packed 
juries,  July  20,  1232,  1338. 

Irish  Land  Bill  [Committee),  July  8,  42. 


/.     Com.*,  July  14,  M8. 

Kips  Patent  Bill. 

c.  2r*  Com.*,  July  S,  1. 

Knaggs,  Dr. 

Medical  Practice  at  Kobe"—  Explanation  of 
attitude  of  British  Consul  with  regard 


to. 


G- 


Mr.  Weir ;  A. 
July  .9,  139. 


Lord  Cranborne, 


Knowles,  Mr.  Lees  |Salford  W.] 

Ecclesiastical  Commissioners — Number  of 
meetings  held  in  1901,  1902—  Attend- 
ances at  meetings,  July  13,  406. 

Laboratories. 

Government  Laboratory— Report  with 
Appendices,  Presented,  July  20,  1094, 
1132. 

Labouchere,  Mr.  H.  [Northampton]. 
Cape  "  ragging  "  case,  July  10,  951. 

Labourers'  Cottages  [Ireland]. 

Delay  in  Erection  of,  in  Cavan  Union. 

cause  of  delay,  present  state  of  scheme. 

Q.       Mr.     M'Govern  :     A.       Mr. 

Wyndham,  July  13,  394. 

Nena^h    Cottage    Scheme— Case    of    J. 

Quigley — Reconsideration  of,  proposed 

<^*.     Mr.  P.  J.  O'Brien  ;   As.    Mr. 

Wyndham,  July  13,  411. 

Labourers  [Ireland]. 
See  Irish  Land  Bill. 


Jtilleshandra 

Butter,   Delay  in  Transit,    from    Killes- 

handra  to  Scotland  by  Midland  Great 

Western  Railway  Company,  Alleged 

Neglect. 

Q.      Mr.      M'Govern;      A.      Mr. 

Wyndham,  July  10,  311. 

Killeshandra  to  Scotland  —  Refusal  of 
Midland  Great  Western  Railway 
Company  to  give  through  Rate  to 
Scotland  except  via  Dublin — Com- 
pelling Company  to  give  through 
Rate  via  Belfast,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  M'Govern;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  10,  309. 

JSimberley,  Earl  of 

Motor  Cars  Bill  {Committee),  July  21, 1266. 

-King,  Sir  Seymour  (Hull  Central). 

Cooper's  Hill  College— Consultation  with 
Indian  Government  previous  to  deci- 
sion as  to  future  of  College,  July  13, 
393. 

Sings  College,  London,  Bill. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1245. 
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Labourers  [Ireland]  Acts. 

Allocation  of  poroion  of  Credit  to  Counties 
which  have  spent  all  available  Ex- 
chequer contribution,  proposed. 
Q.     Mr.   T.    O'Donnell;    A.      Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  i-7,  701. 

Lambert,  Mr.  G.  [Devon,  S.  Moulton] 

Corn  Duty.  Result  to  Farmers,  Jul  if  21, 
1302. 

Irish  Land  BUI  (3r.),  July  si,  1359. 

Schools,  Curriculum  If  or  Rural— Substitu- 
tion of  Drawing  for  Instruction  in 
general  Agriculture,  proposed,  July 
22,  1449. 

Whitaker  Wright  Prosecution,  Incidence 
of  Costs  of— Diverting  Crown  to  bear 
Costs,  proposed,  July  22,  1449. 

Lamington,  Lord 

Military  Lands  Bill,  July  21,  1250. 

Motor-Cars  Bill,  July  14,  540 ;  July  21, 

1260. 
Outdoor  Relief  (Pensioners)  BIV, ' J  ul»  16, 

835. 

I.  \lo?*\  Kwaa^  July  WA^' 


Lan— Lea\ 
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Lanarkshire  Tramways  Order  Confirma- 
tion Bill 

/.  2R.+  July  14,51*. 
I.  3r>.*  July  17,  974. 
c.  \K.*  July  20,  1131. 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Eailway 

Steps  to  secure  Safety  of  Travelling  Public 
previous  to  completion  of  Electrifica- 
tion of  portion  of  line. 

V-  Mr.  M.  Hall  ;  A.  Mr.  G.   Bal- 
four, July  Sl%  1299. 

Land  Agents 

nee  Iri-h  Land  Bill. 

Land  Commission,  Ireland 

Commissioners. 

Report,     Presented,     July    9,    136  ; 
July  10,  271. 

Wick  low.   Delay    in    hearing    Case* 
alleged— Cause  of  Delay. 
Q.   Mr.  J.  O'Connor;    A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  15,  701. 

Dromahair,  The  Acres— Affidavit  of  Mr. 
S.  Gillmor  to  the  effect  that  he  was 
tenant  of  the  lands  of,  for  purpose  of 
obtaining  Advance  from  Land  Com- 
mission— Sworn  Inquiry,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  ODowd;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
July  #J,  1150. 

Limerick,  Fair  Rents  in — Delay  in  fixing, 
Cause  of. 
Q.    Mr.    W.    Redmond;     A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  21,  1298. 

Land  Conference 

see  \r\A\  Land  Bill. 

Land  Question,  Ireland 

Derrygoolin,  Woodford  —  Lord  Clanri- 
carde*  Tenants,  Notices  to  Quit  served 
on— Amount  of  Rent  due  on  date  of 
Service,  Reason  for  service. 

'<>.  Mr.  Roche;  A.    Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  V>,  868. 

Ely's,  Marquess  of,  Estate— Sale  of,  under 
Irish  Land  Bill — Provision  for  Sales 
l>eing  made  at  place  of— Owners 
choice. 

Q.     Mr.   T.    W.    Russell  ;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  1<J,  869. 

Land  Purchase — Return  relative  to, 
Presented,  July  16,  820. 

Land  purchase  Acts— Tithe  Rent-Cliarges, 
Redemption  of — Difference  in  Number 
of  Years  Purchase  payable  to  State 
and  Private  Owners —  Reason  for 
distinction. 
Q.  Mr. Butcher;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  itf,  855. 

Lansdowne.  Marquess  of 

Military  Lands  Bill,  July  21,  1255. 
Preferential  Tariffs,  July  10,  283. 
Preservation  of  Wild  Animals  in  Central 
Africa— Steps  taken  by  British  Govern- 
ment to  carry  outtenwaoiCoTwewWon 
—Delay  in  deposition  oi  tauucaWou* 
of  Convention,  Keasoua  lot,  July   13 
376. 
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Law  Courts— High  Courts  of  Justice-  etc 
Supreme    Courts    of    Judicature  —  Ra!* 
Presented,  y«/y  20,  1094,  1132. 


Law,   Mr.  Bonar,    PetHutmcntary  &rr>>t*ry 
Board  of  Trade  [GUsgow,  Black  trur- 

Cotton  Trust,  effect  on  Cotton  Indue  try- 
Reports  from  abroad  to  be  laid  on  tk 
Table,  July  8t  16. 

Imports  and  Export**. 

Exports  to  Foreign  Countries  of 
Woollen  and  Cotton  Good*.  i&i 
Cutlery  Exports— Value  of,  in  1£1 
1902,  July  S,  7. 

lncreasein  Value  of  Exports— Dc«e*e 
in  Value  of  Exports  for  first  & 
Months  of  1903 — Average  Abbm! 
Increase  during  periods  1873-13& 
etc.,  July  109  308. 

Value  of  Imports  and  Exports  for  k* 
Seventy  Years — Source*  of  Iatw- 
mation,  July  8,  17. 

fiscal  Inquiry  —  Preferential  Raita; 
Rates  for  Foreign  Produce — Qnetfke 
not  to  be  included  within  scope  «l 
Inquiry,  July  89  22. 

Fish,  Destruction  of,  at  Billingsgate  aid 
Aberdeen— Reason  for,  July  8,  17. 

Iron  and  Steel  Imports — Value  and  Weust 
of,  for  190-1903  —  Ports  at  whiA 
delivered,  Information  to  be  obuised 
with  regard  to,  July  9,  138. 

Metropolitan  District  Railway — Electric 
Traction,  Establishment  of  system  of- 
Progress  made  with  regard  to,  Jul*  \ 
lfi. 

Parchment  Coffee  Husk — Value  of  imports 
during  1902,  Country  from  whirh 
imported,  etc.,  July  8,  8. 

Ships  (British)  trading  with  ForeigB 
Countries — Value  of  Trade,  aggregate 
tonnage  of  ships,  etc — Endeavour  of 
Board  of  Trade  to  collect  information 
as  to,  July  9,  155. 

Statistical  Abstracts — Date  of  Publication. 
July  8,  7. 

Wheat,  American  Railway  Freight  on— 
Reduction  of,  during  1902,  extent  of, 
July  8,  8. 

Lawrence,  Sir  J.  [Monmouth  Boroughs] 

Coal  Exports— Increased  Exports  durini 
first  naif  of  1903 — Amount  of  increas* 
due  to  increased  exports  of  coal  anJ 
coke,  July  lot  688. 

Lawson,  Sir  W.  [Cornwall,  Camborne] 

Fiscal  Inquiry— Taking  evidence  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  Co-operative  Societies 
July  15,  704. 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)— Consolidata* 
and  Amendment  BUI,  July  Li,  5*\>. 
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easeholds 

Terminable  Leaseholds. 

Appointment  of  Town  Holdings  Com- 
mittee to  consider,  proposed. 
<?.  Mr.  Field;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  21,  1320. 

Introduction  of  measure  to  safe-guard 
property  paid  for  by  Terminable 
Leaseholders,  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.    Lundon ;    A,    Sir   R. 
Finlay,  July  22,  1450. 

Opportunity     for     discussion     of    a 
measure  to  remedy  defects  under 
present  system  of  tenure. 
Q%  Mr.  Field  ;    A.  Mr.   A.   J. 
Balfour,  July  >\  32. 

>6ffg6.     Colonel     [St     George's,     Hanover 
Square] 

London  Education  Bill,  July  15,  753. 

■eigh  Corporation  Bill 
/.  3R.*  July  10,  270. 
c.  Lords'  Amendts.,  con.*  July  16,  839. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1246. 

ieiter  Wheat  Corner 

Increase  in  price  of  Wheat  during  "  Leiter  " 
Corner— Amount  of  Increase. 
Q.  Sir  H.  Vincent ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Bal- 
four, July  17,  1026. 
ieng,  Sir  J.  [Dundee] 

Coasting  Steamers— Steamers  allowed  to 
navigate  round  United  Kingdom  with- 
out certificated  officers  on  board — 
Legislation  with  regard  to  granting 
compensation  for  accidents  arising 
from  carelessness  of  unqualified 
officers,  July  13,  390. 

Diving  and  Swimming,  Inclusion  of,  in 
Naval  training  —  Regulations  with 
regard  to,  July  22,  1435. 

Government  Stamp  on  Prepared  Medi- 
cines—Regulation  of  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  with  regard  to — Necessity 
for  stamping  small  quantities  of  medi- 
cines ana  attaching  distinctive  names 
to  them,  July  8,  9. 

Indian  Currency  —  Sovereigns,  number 
paid  into  Indian  Treasury,  number 
paid  out  by  Departments  of  Public 
Works — Amount  of  Gold  Currency 
Reserves  in  India  and  England,  July 
16,  843. 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidated 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  IS,  426, 
445,  486,  489,  515,  516. 

Telegraphic  Delays  in  Scotland— Break- 
ages of  wires  during  gale— Length  of 
delay  in  transmission,  July  13,  406. 

jevy,  Mr-  M.  [Leicestershire,  Loughborough] 
Canadian  Government  Railways,  Loco- 
motives for — Difference  in  price  be- 
tween accepted  tender  and  lowest 
tender  of  foreign  firms — Amount  of 
preference,  July  14,  571. 

Education  Rates,  Levying  of,  by  County 
and  Borough  Councils  prior  to  Act 
1>ecoining  operative,  July  9,  154. 
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Lewis,  Island  of 

Housing  Loans,  Granting  of  to  Crofters, 
for  Erection  of  New  Houses,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;   A.  Mr.  S.  Dickson* 
Jxdy  9,  156. 

Lewis,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Flint  Boroughs] 

London  Education  Bill,  July  15,  719,  721* 
808. 

Licensing  Act  Amendment  Bill 

Debate  on  Second  Reading  (/.),  July  14r 
519. 

Commission  of  Inquiry   into  Trade 
Work  of,  521. 

Liquor  Traffic,  Importance  of,  520. 

Magistrate*  with  regard  to  Licences,,   • 
Action  of,  520. 

Revenues  from  Liquor  Traffic,  520. 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill 

Consideration  of  Amendments  (r.),  July  13>- 

417;    Juhj   21,    1399;    July    22, 

1507. 
Appeal  Courts,  Abolition  of,  475,  476 

477,  478. 
Appeal,  Right  of,  495,  496,  497. 
"Authorities"  for  *'  Courts,"  Substi- 

tution  of,  441,  442,  443,  444,  445,. 

446. 

Bogus  Clubs,  Question  of,  418. 

Bona  Fide  Travellers,  497,  498,   499,. 
500. 

Burghs  and    County    Appeal   Court, 
483,  484. 

Canvassing      Licensing       Authority 
Penalties  for,  423,  424,  425,  426" 
427,  429,  430,  431,  432. 

Children,  Sale  of  Intoxicants  to,  1520' 

Closing  Hours,  Persons  on  Premises- 
after,  433,  434. 

Closing  Hours,  Suggested,  1514,  1516, 

1517,  1518. 
Corking  and  Stoppering,  511,  512. 

Councillors  as  Members  of  Licensing. 
Authority,  475. 

County    Appeal    Court    sec   Burghs 
(subheading). 

County  Councils,  Control  of  Licences- 
by,  470,  471. 

Disorderly     Conduct      on    Licensed 
Premises,  419,  1519. 

Drunk  and  Incapable  Persons,  Arrest- 
of,  1424,  1425. 

Excise  Licences,  Duty  on,  489. 

Excise  Licences,  Forfeiture  of,  417, 418. 

Grocers'  Licences,  No  Further  Grant  of,. 
419,  420,  421. 

Imperial  StaafcA»xv\  Ntevcswra,  ^»Sfc  *& 
Into*V*fc*V  Y«w«iv*,S*\ft  <&\2«s**^ 
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Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill— cont. 

Consitle ration  of  A  mtndmenU — cont. 

Licensed  Premises,  Control  over 
Structure  of,  515, 1399, 1400, 1403, 
1404. 

Licensing  Authorities,  Power  to  Close 
Houses  of,  503,  504,  505,  500,  507, 

508. 

Magistrates,  (Qualification*  of,  468, 
469. 

Opening  of  Licensed  Premises,  Hours 
of,  1523,  1524,  1525,  1529,  1531, 
1532,  1533,  1534,  1535,  1536,  1537, 
1538. 
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Penalties, 
1423. 


Question   of,    1421,    1422, 


Police  Boroughs,  Powers  regarding 
Licences  of,  459,  461,  462. 

Police,  Powers  of  the,  419. 

"  Public  Place,"  Definition  of,  1508. 

Kail  way  Refreshment  Rooms,  435, 
436,  437,  438, 

Kates  and  Taxes  on  Licensed  Premises, 
Collection  of,  1*09,  1410,  1411, 
1412,  1413,  1414,  1415,  1416,  1417. 

Renewal  of  Licences,  Extension  of,  486, 

4;8. 

Repeated  Applications  for  Licences, 
491,  422,  493. 

Restaurant  Keepers  affected  bv  Bill, 
501. 

jioyal  and  Parliamentary  Burghs, 
Powers  of  Licensing,  449,  451, 
452,  453,  454,  455, 456,  457. 

Sanitary  Conveniences  on  Licensed 
Premises,  516,  1399,  1400. 

"ScliO'iier,"  Legislation  of,  1407, 
1408. 

Shebeening,  Abolition  of,  418. 

Size  of  Burghs  as  Regulation  of 
Licensing  Authority,  465, 466, 467, 
473. 

Sunday,  Supply  of  Intoxicants  on,  497, 
498. 

c._Z\\.,Jnly  ;?,',  1546. 

Light  Railways  Bill 

/.    1R.*  Jul  if  ;?i,  1249. 


.Lights,  Lighthouses  and  Lightships 

Ireland — Rock  Angus  Lighthouse,  Condi- 
tion of,  Arrangements  for  Lighting 
of,  proposed. 

Q.     Mr.  H.  C.  Richards.     A.     Mr. 
Wyndham.     July  9,  145. 

Whitehill    Light  —  Temporary    arrange- 
ments for  safety  of  fishermen,  in  event 
of  Whitehill  Light  not  being  available 
before  winter,  proposed. 
Q.     Mr.  C.  \Va*on.     A.     Mr.     G. 
Murray.     JiUy  9, 138. 
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July  8— July  22. 

Limerick. 

Fair  Rents,  Delay  in  Fixing— Cau« 
Q.       Mr.      W.      Redmond.      A. 
Wyndham.     July  21,  1298. 
Liverpool. 

Vaccination— Caaes  of  Imperfect  Va 

tion— Recovery    of    Vaccination 

from  public  vaccinators — Is&ue  » 

tinition  of  perfect  vaccination  proi 

V.     Mr.     Weir.       A.      Mr. 

July  5,  5. 

Llangollen. 

School  Board.— Different  Treatme 
Board  Schools  and  Voluntary  Sc 
alleged. 

V-     Mr.   U.    Kenyon.     A.    S 
Anson.      July  22 \  1433. 

Llewellyn,  Mr.  E-  H-  [Somersetshire.  > 

Canteen*,  Management  of,  July  Vj. 

Lloyd-George,  Mr.  [Carnarvon  Borougt 

London  Education  Bill,  July  U%  59$ 

649,  681  :  July  15,  747,   787,  7», 

803;  JulyZJ,  1480. 

Military  Works  (Consolidated  F 
July  21,  1393. 

Schools,  Inspectorate  of,  July  &,  176. 

School  Children— Physical  Conditio 
Necessity  for  Improvement  in  \Yi 
tion  of  Schools— Operation  of  Ei 
tion  Act— Delegation  of  Powers  o 
Conned*— Question  of  Pavfoli 
tance.,,    July  9,  238,  247,  248,24 

Loan  Fund  System,  Ireland 

Legislation,  Inaction  of  Presenter 
ment  with  regard  to,  alleged. 
Q.  Mr.  Dillon  ;  A.  Mr.  Wvnd 
J fly  16,  841. 
Kejiort  of   Loan  Fund  Board-  Sum 
as  to  Necessity  of  Introducing  Lej 
tion— Reason  for  Inaction  of  C01 
ment  with  regard  to  Recoromenda 
of  the  Board. 
Q.  Mr.  Dillon  ;  .4.  Mr.  Wvud 
July    ,  11. 

Local  Government  Board 

President— Right  Hon.  W.  H.  Lonjr 
Parliamentary  Secretary— Mr.  J.  i 
Lawson. 

Fiscal  Inquiry— 
Inquiry. 
V.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas  : 
Long,  July  iot  853. 
Power  of— sec  Local  Government  <T 

fer  of  Powers)  Bill. 
see  also  London  Education  Bill. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisi 
Orders  (No.  3)  Bill  ^*w™* 

I.  2R.*  July  17,  973. 
/.  Com.*  July  17,  974. 
/.  Com.*  Rep.*  July  21,  124B. 

Local  Government 


Connection  of  Boani 
A.  Mi 


lSSSmSi)SS^i  ^^ 


/.  2R.*  July  17,  973. 
/.  Com.*  July  17,  974. 
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Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  7)  Bill 
I.  2r.*  Jtdyl7,Smi3. 
I.  Com.*  July  17,  974. 
/.   Com.*  July  21,  1248. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes)  Bill. 

/*  Royal  Assent,  July 


1,  1245. 
Provisional 


Orders 


Local    Government 

(No.  5)  Bill 
/.  Ke\>.*  July  17,  975. 
/.  $R.*  July  21,  1248. 

Local    Government    Provisional  Orders 
(No.  9)  Bill 

f.  Rep.*  July  7i,  518. 

/.  3R.*  July  16,  818. 

/.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1245. 

Local    Government   Provisional  Orders 
(No.  10)  Bill 
c.  lords'  Amendts.  con.*  July  10,  303. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1245. 

Local  Government   Provisional    Orders 

(No.  12)  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1245. 

Local  Government    Provisional    Orders 
(No.  13)  Bill 
/.  2r.*  Com.*  Jul  if  20,  1093. 
/.  Com.*  Rep.*  July  SI,  124$. 

Local  Government    Provisional    Orders 
(No.  14)  Bill 

c.  Lord*?  Amendts.  con.  Jvly  10,  303. 
/.  Royal  Absent,  July  21,  1245. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Order  (No. 
16)  Bill 
3R.*  July  10,  271. 

c.  Lord/  Amendts.  con.*  July  14,  563. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1245. 

Local    Government   Provisional    Orders 

(No.  17)  Bill 
/.  Rep.*  Com.*  July  9,  126. 
/.  7fo.*Jidy  10,  271. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1245. 

Local    Government    Provisional    Order 
(No.  18)  Bill 
1.  Rep.*  Com*  July  9,  126. 
/.  3R.«  July  10,Ti\. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1245. 

Local    Government    Provisional   Orders 
(Poor  Law)  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1245. 

Local  Government  (Transfer  of  Powers) 
Bill 
Debate  on  Report  of  Amendments,  July  9, 
131. 

—  Local  Government   Board,  Scope    of 

Power  of,  131,  132. 

New  Orders,  Proposition  of,  132. 
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1  Local  Government  (Transfer  of  Powers) 
I  Bill 

|  /.  3R.  July  10,  302. 

Lochnell  Estate  Bill 

c.  2a. •  Com.*  July  13,  385. 
I  c.  Rep.»  July  17,  1023. 

c.  $R.*  July  21,  1294. 

London 

Education.    Election  of  New  Authority — 
Arrangements  with  regard  to. 
Q.    Mr.  H.  Rohertson;  A.    Sir  W. 
Anson,  July  13,  393. 

Printing  Trade  Dispute.  Refusal  of  Board 
of  Trade  to  interfere,  alleged. 

Q.     Mr.   Skewes-Cox;   A.    Mr.  G. 
Balfour,  Jxdy  21,  1316. 

London  and  North- Western  Railway  Bill 
[Lords]  (By  Order)  181. 

c.    3R.  July  9,  235. 

London  and  North  Western  Railway  Bil  I 
/.     Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1246. 

Western    Railway 


London   and    North - 
Company 

Sleeping    Accommodation    in    Holyhead 
Trains,   Increased    charge    for.      Re- 
duction proposed. 
Q.     Mr.    C.    Craig;     A.     Mr.    G. 
Balf.ur,  July  21,  1315. 

London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Rail- 
way Bill 

c.  con.*  July  13,3H5. 
/.  3R.*  July  16,  839. 
/.    Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1246. 

London  County  Council 
See  London  Education  Bill. 

London  Education  Bill 

Consideration  of  Amendments  [C],  July  14 
587  ;  July  15,  713. 

Blind,  Deaf,  and  Defective  Children,. 
Schools  for,  735. 

Borough  Councils,  Power  and  Work 
ofT  601,  602,  603,  604,  606,  607, 
608,  609,  610,  615,  616,  627,  633, 
635,  636,  637,  638,  640,  641,  652, 
653,  655,  656,  657,  659,  663,  665, 
666,  668,  671,  679,  682,  721,  725. 
726,  727,  728,  733,  734,  738,  739, 
741,  742. 

City  of  London,  Exclusion  from  Bill, 

594,  595,  596,  597,  598. 
City  of   London,  Representation  of, 

758,  759,  760. 

Close  Elementary  Schools,  Power  of 
Local  Authorities  to,  793. 

Denominational  Schools,  Management 
of,  617,  619,  620,  621,  623,  626, 
629,630. 

Denominational  Schools,  Ttwastex  <A-> 
8U,%\A,*V^. 

3  M  V*  \S»*- 
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iondon  Education  Bill— *ont. 

(Consideration  of  Amendment* — conL 
Education  Committee — 

Authority  of,  604,  006,  635,  666. 


Publicity  of  Transactions,  771, 
773,  774,  775,  776,  777,  778, 
779,  780. 


Education  Committee,  Women  ax 
Members  of,  666,  713,  714,  715, 
716,  717,  718,  719,  721,  722,  723, 
767,  768. 

Elementary    Schools    not    Receiving 

Grants,  757. 
Endowments,    Control    of,  761,   762, 

763,  764,  766. 
Enlargement  of  Schools,  732,  733,  734. 

Evening  Schools,  set  Technical  and 
Secondary  Education  (sub-head- 
ing). 

Grouping  of  Schools,  see  Managers 
(sub-heading). 

inspection,  set  Minutes  (sub-heading). 

Jewish  Schools,  Management  of,  624, 
652. 

Local  Government  Board,  Proposed 
Educational  Authority  of,  738, 
739,  741. 

London  County  Council,  Authority 
of,  597,  600,  601,  603,  604,  606, 
607,  608,  609,  612,  615,  642,  653, 
657,  663,  666,  669,  671,  672,  680, 
726,  738,  739,  747,  748. 

London  Application  of  Bill,  588,  589. 

Manager*,  Appointment  of,  651,  652, 
653,  654,  655,  657,  659,  662,  665, 
666,  668,  669,  671,  679,  682,  724, 
725. 

Managers,  Fixity  of  Tenure  of,  792. 

Managers,  Grouping  several  Schools 
under  one  body  of,  615,  646,  647, 
648,  649,  650.  651,  652,  655,  658. 

Minutes,  Right  of  Ratepayers  to 
inspect,  783,  784,  785,  786,  787. 
788?  789,  790,  791,  792. 

Municipalisation  of  Education, 
alleged,  597,  598. 

^on-Provided  Schools,  Management 
of,  617,  620,  621,  628,  629. 

Postponement  of  Oj>eration  of   Bill, 

Suggested,  745,  746,  747. 
Provided    Schools,    Management    of, 

617,  619,  620,  622,  646,  713. 

Religious  Test*,  sec   Teachers    (sub- 
heading). 
School  Board,  Work  of,  6il. 

"Secondary  Schools,  Assistance  required 
from  local  authorities  by,  803. 

Sites,  Selection  of,  725.  726,  727,  728, 

731. 
Supply  of  Schools,  Responsibility  of 

Local   Authorities    to   maintain, 

807,  808,  810. 

Teachers,  UeWgioua  Te*te  io\  ,*TC\,TO», 
796,  798,  799,  *00,  *)\,  Stifc. 


INDEX,  [VoL  1 

July  $—July  22. 

London  Education  Bill — cont. 

Consideration  of  At*endi*c>its-co*t 

Technical  and  Secondary  Edw 
Rates  for,  753,  754.  755,  736 

Voluntary  Schools— Managemc 
619,  623,  G25,  027. 

Women,  Appointment  of.  set  I 
tion  Committee  (sub-headin 
Debate  on  3R.  [c]  July  +2%  1507. 

Borough  Councils,  Powers  of, 
1467,  1476,  1489,  1496. 

Denominational  Schools,  Rati 
given  to,  1457,  1472,  14S0, 
1492,  1498,  1500,  1503. 


Education  Committee,  Work  <£ 
1504. 

London  Connty  Council,  Woi 
1454,  1460,  1465,  1468,  1475, 

1490,  1495,  1497. 

Ratepayers,  Position  of,  1450, 
1504. 

Religious  Tests,  see  Teachers 
heading). 

Revolutionary  Character  of  BSIL 
1477. 

Scliool  Board,  Position  and  Wor^ 
1452,  1454,  1461,  1468,  1475, 
1480,  1491,  1497. 

Teacher*,  Religious  Tests  for, 
1462,  1492,  1498. 

Technical  Education  Board,  Woe 
1464. 

Voluntary   Schools,   Managemen 

1491.  ^ 

Women,     Position     on     Educ&c 
Authority  of,  1462,  1491. 

London   School    Board    (Hilldrop  I 
Site)  Bill  muiorop 

c.  In.*  July  9,  165. 

London,  Tilbury,  and  Southend  Bail 

/.  Rep.*  July  16,  817. 

London  United  Tramways  Bill 
/.  Rep.*  July  16,  817. 

Long,  Colonel  C  W.  [Worcester,   Eresl 
Infantry  Soldiers   of   the   Line,  Ave 
Cortof,  July  *o9  U38. 

Wheat,  Average  Prices  and  Dutv  oi 
Eogland,  France,  and  Germany, 
17,  1026.  J 

Long,  Rt  Hon.  W-,  President  of  the  2 
Government  Board  [Bristol.  S.] 
Education  Rates—Levying  of  by  Co 
and  Borough  Councils  prior  to  A( 
coming  operative.    Regulations 
regard  to,  July  9,  154. 

YW     Inquiry— Connection      of   J 
\  ***«««*.  ^**L  Math,    /«/, 
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Long,  Bt.  Hon.  W.—rout. 

London  Education  Bill,  July  15,  723,  739' 
741,  778,  780,  782,  784,  785,  786,  787, 
788,  789,  790,  791,  792. 

Metropolitan  Boroughs,  Superannuation 
Allowance  to  Servants  of.  Case  of 
Camberwell  Borough,  July  21,  1300. 

Motor-Car  Tyres,  Regulation  of  size  of, 
Powers  of  Local  Government  Board 
with  regard  to,  July  13,  392. 

Orphan  and  Deserted  Children,  Number 
of,  July  9,  143. 

Oat-door  Relief.  Non-resident  Out-door 
Relief.  Objections  to  system  of. 
Distribution  of,  not  to  be  made  obliga- 
tory, July  15,  687. 

Pauper  Funeral.  Interment  of  Body 
washed  ashore  at  Melford  Beach, 
Devon.  Payment  of  extra  charges  to 
Overseers,  Regulation  with  regard  to, 
July  9,  142. 

Persons  dishoused  by  ground  Landlords, 
Proponed  Alteration  of  Law  with  re- 
gam  to,  not  to  be  carried  out,  July  14, 
565. 

Poor  Law  Schools. 

Norwood  Schools,  Illness  at.  Invest- 
igations in  progress.  Expenditure 
on  Schools  sanctioned  by  Local 
Government  Board,  July  16,  852. 

Poplar.  Plans  approved  for  New 
School.  Expenditure  not  yet 
authorised,  July  16,  853. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Bill. 
Introduction  of  during  present  session 
improbable,  July  8,  6. 

Smallpox,  Persons  exposed  to  infection, 
Isolation  or  Vaccination  of — Proposal 
to  give  local  authorities  further  rowers 
with  regard  to,  to  be  considered,  July 
21,  1300. 

Vaccination. 

Gainsborough  Prosecution— Action  of 
Officers— Necessity  for  obtaining 
consent  of  Local  Government 
Board  previous  to  dismissal  of 
Officer,  July  13,  392. 

Officers,  and  Local  Government  Board 
Inspectors — Powers  of  inspectors 
with  regard  to  threatening  dis- 
missal of  vaccination  officers, 
July  15,  700. 

Liverpool,  Case  of  Imperfect  Vaccin- 
ation at— Further  inquiries  into, 
to  be  made.  Instructions  of  Local 
Government  Board  with  reference 
to  vaccination,  July  8,  5. 

ongford 

Appeals  in,  Reduction  of  number  of  appeals, 
reason  for. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  A.  Mr. 
Atkinson,  July  9,  143. 
Cusack  Estate,  Farms  on,  Precautions 
against  taking  of  farms,  Pending  com- 
pletion of  arrangements  for  sale  to 
tenants— Settlement  of  planters  on 
property,  alleged. 

Q.     Mr.  T.   P.  Farrell;     A.    Mr. 
Wyadhaw,  July  10t  310. 

51 


Longford— <-ont. 

Estates  for  Sale  in,  Number  of. 
Q.     Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.     Mr.  Atkin- 
son, July  8,  10. 

St.  Mel's  Cathedral,  Ardagh,  State  of 
Ruins — Steps  to  be  taken  to  preserve 
ancient  ruins. 

Q.    Mr.   J.   P.  Farrell;     A.     Mr. 
Elliot,  July  8,  10. 

Lonsdale,  Mr.  J.  B.  [Armagh,  Mid.] 

Irish  Land  Bill,  July  8,  66,105,  111,  114; 
July  17,  1033,  1041. 

Lough,  Mr.  T-  [Islington,  W.] 

Brussels  Sugar  Convention. 

Austria  ami  Hungary,  Attitude  of, 
towards  demand  for  alteration 
of  legislation,  Charges  on  Russian 
Suear,  Publication  of  proceedings 
of  Permanent  Commission,  etc., 
July  15,  697. 

Lough,  Mr. 

Cartel  arrangement,  Effect  of,  upon 
proceedings  of  the  Government 
with  regard  to  the  Brussels  Sugar 
Convention  Bill,  July  9,  162. 

Colonial  Bounties,  existence  of, 
July  21,  1310. 

Colonial  Sugar— British  obligations 
with  regard  to  modification  of 
arrangement,  proposed,  July  21, 
1310. 

Communication  of,  to  Indian  Govern- 
ment.    Reply,    July  21,  1313. 

Communication  of,  to  Colonies. 
Replies,    July  21,  1310. 

Fiscal  Returns— Returns  supplied  by 
Board  of  Trade  and  Customs 
Department  different  from  or  in 
excess  of  those  usually  published. 
Placing  forms  of  such  Returns  on 
Order  Paper  of  House  of 
Commons,    July  20,  1 158. 

Irish  Laud  Bill  (3r),  July  21,  1374. 

London  Education  Bill,  July  It,  588,  596, 
600,  627,  628,  636,  673,  683.  July 
15,  721,  725,  733   739,  790,  794,  807. 

London  Education  Bill,  July  22,  1473. 

Metropolitan  Streets  Bill  {Committee), 
July  8,  123. 

Military  Works  (Consolidated  Fund), 
July  21,  1389. 

Sugar. 

Imports  from  Austria  and  Hungary. 
Possibility  of  entering  into 
August  contracts  during  present 
year.  Undertaking  of  Govern- 
ment not  to  impede  landing  of 
Sugar  under  Sugar  Convention 
Bill,  July  20,  1161. 

Jidu9,\3&. 
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IiOUgh,  Mx.—ront.  ' 

Twelve  o'Clock  Kale — Suspension  of,  at  ■ 
early  date,  alleged,  July  16,  871. 

Went   Indie*  Exports — Return     of    total 
exports  and   su«;ar  exports  together  | 
with  percentage  of  sugar  export*  to  | 
total  export*  proi>osed,  July  16,  858. 

Lowther,  Mr-  Claude  [Cumberland,  Eskdale] ' 


Irish  Land  Bill  (3k.  ),  July  21,  1354. 


IiOWther,    Et.    Hon.   J.    W-,    Chairman   of 
CoMuiithr*  [Cumberland,  Penrith]  ' 

Committee*. 

Amendments  which  negative  entire 
clause*  are  out  of  order,  July  8, 

80. 

Clause  as  a  whole  must  not  l>e  dis- 
cosset!  when  part  only  i*r  under 
consideration,  July  8,  36. 

I ntemtption*— Protest   against,  July 

l€t  fU7- 

Point  *jf  Older  Member  entitled  to 
state,  July  16  #U. 

Repetition  of  Arguments  i>  out  of 
order,  July  8}  122. 

Resolution  of  tin  House  of  Commons 
having  teen  pa**e*I  it  is  in  order 
to  apply  the  term  a  of  it  to  special 
eases  July  s,  A2.  ti3,  64. 

Vote  -Questions raided  not  on,  July  16, 
891. 

Lowther,  Mr.  J.  [Kent,  Thanet] 

Twelv  e  o'Clock  Rule— No  fresh  Bills 
to  be  brought  on,  under.  J  a  It,  16, 
872. 

Lucas,  Mr.  Reginald  J.  [Portsmouth]. 

Naval  Works  Bill,  July  10,  343. 
Ludlow,  Lord 

Military  Lamia  Bill,/*//;/  21,  1249. 

Lunacy  Acts  Amendment)  London  Bill 
Order  to  go  into  Committee,  July  0,  133. 
/.  3R.*  July  16,  838. 

Lunatics  and  Lunatic  Asylums 

Cavis      Lunatic      Asylum-  Alleged      in-  f 
adequacy  of  Arcoinuiuriutiuti  in.  Date 
of  erecting  m-w  asyltim  ! 

Qs.    Mr.    Weir;    Ah.     Mr.    A.    J.1 
Balfour,  July  16,  866. 

Ireland— Return  of  number,  age,  sex  of 
persons  in  Irish  Asylums  in  quin- 
quennial periods,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  S.  Young  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham  ;  July  9,  146. 

Scotland— Public       Asylum       Officials- 
Granting  Superannuation  Allowances 
to,  proposed. 
Q.     Sir    J.      Fergusson  ;    A.    Mr. 
G.  Murray,  July  U,  388. 

Lundon,  Mr.  W.  [Limerick,  K.  | 

Dalkey  Division  Court,  Holding  of  in 
Dalkey,  proposed,  Jw^  9t  158. 

Public  Audits,  ItiAuuA  Y.*\A\A\sta\v\ft\v\.  \ 
of  permanent  *nA\t  otfusfc  %\.aft  \\X' 
HuMui,  Juhj  13,  4Vi. 
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Lundon.  Mr-  W.—  cv*f. 

Leasehold*  terminable,  InirodorJE 
measure  to  safeguard  property  ■ 
for  by  terminable  leaseholtav  s 
posed,  */w/y  jj,  1-450, 

Savings  Bank. 

Office^  and  Trustee  Sarin^*  Bse 
Numler  of  banks,  saute 
I>e  posit or>  in  England  %m  b 
land  respectively^  Fanfia* 
Enfant!  aod  Ireland.  J4t  a 
578. 

Savings     Bank      Aocuonu    In 
Accounts  kef*t    in  Lstxta  b 
vantage*-  of  arraiigeiuem*J» 
413;    Jufy  14.  58* 

War  Office  Contract*.  CdiiiiiiisT  i 
Dublin  Master  Tailors 
with  regard  to  new 
sending  in  estimates— Enstiafsii 
tailors  to  oUain  onier*  i>rvr«t  " 
IS,  100.  ^ 

M* Arthur,  Mr-  C-  [Liverpool  Exeats? 

British      Ships      trading     with    is 
Con  n  t  ries  —  A cjr  i  e^a  t  e 
of    Trade     of-^Further 
requests^  t  J»*/*/  9,  135. 

Fiscal    Inquiry  —  British    SMppi 
Foreign  Protective  System  i*!*1 
of  qut^tio  %*>  relatinic  to,  vitain  J 
of  inquiry,  Jnitf  3f  ltfl, 

McCrae,  Mr.  [Edin burgh,  E.] 

Licensing  A  eta  (Scotland)  Omnia** 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July ;,;. Mi* 

M'Govern,  Mr*  LCavan,  \\\j 

Belturbet  Post  **fltim  ijpiMiMlIsi  il 
for  New  Buildings— Date  of  i*sm 
inent  of  Building  oiierattuoA  /■ 
UL  l 

Butter,  transit  oft  from  Kille^haa^  ■ 
Scotland— Neglect    alleged.  M -' 

Killeshandra  to  Scotland^Kefuaal  ►* 
through    Kate    from    kiUe*haa£t 
Scotland    except    via    rhiblin-CA 
pellm*  Midland   Great  We*tmfc 
way  Company   to  give  tbmfki* 
via  Belfast,  proposed,  July  7^3* 

Labourers"  Cottages  in  the  Cst*d  I  ^ 
Delay  in  Erection  of,  cause  d  Jo* 
present  *tate  of  Scheme,  J«/y  2i* 

Mclver,  Sir  Lewis  [Edinlmrgh,  W.] 
Irish    Land    BUI    IC&mtHtitttl   J& 
1%9,  1061.  11^63. 

Licencing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consslsk 
and  Amendment  Bill  July  IS,  tf- 
5«M;  Jttly  ^/T  |4io  U13/  /W,^ 
1516. 

M'Laren,  Sir  C,  [Leicester,  Bosworth] 

Britkh  Shipping   Imitistry^PossMi  ? 

du^ion  of  British  Ve*?eU  from  F#* 

i.Winu  Trade,  Effect  of  «dss** 


\* 
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E<Laren,  Sir  C—'out. 

Exports,  DitFerence  in  Value  of,  in  time  of 
brisk  and  compared  with  slack  trade 
— Basing  Statistics  of  Exports  and 
Imports  in  preparation  for  Fiscal  In- 
quiry, upon  tonnage  and  not  fluctuat- 
ing market  values,  proposed,  JtUv  20, 
1147. 

Fiscal  Inquiry,  Advice  or  Information 
required  from  Treasury,  July  20,  1 158. 

Fiscal  Inquiry — Board  of  Trade  Statistics 
relative  to  Exports  and  Imports — 
Basis  of  Valuation,  July  CO,  1 146. 

** Passive  Resistance"  to  the  Education 
Kate— Difficulty  in  securing  services 
of  Auctioneers  for  Sale  of  Property 
levied  under  distress  warrants— I? sue 
of  Circular  of  Instructions  to  Local 
Authorities,  proposed,  July  20,  1144. 

Woolwich  Royal  Arsenal  Explosion — 
Permanent  Provision  for  Wiaows  and 
Orphans  of  Victims,  July  20,  1 142. 

lacnamara,  Dr.  [Carotawell,  N.J 

Education  Act,  Operation  of — Abuses  of 
Voluntary  System— Training  of  Pupil 
Teachers  —  Number  of  Children  in 
Classes — Controversy  concerning  the 
Control  of  Denominational  Schools- 
Religious  Instruction  in  Schools — 
Transference  of  Management  of 
Church  Schools  from  School  Boards 
to  Denominational  Managers,  July  9, 
210. 

Elementary  Schools,  Religious  Instruction 
in— Enactment  of  Local  Authorities, 
providing  for  the  giving  of  Religious 
Instruction  at  end  of  School  Session, 
proposed — Powers  of  Local  Authority, 
July  14,  579. 

Fiscal  Inquiry — Inclusion  in  Inquiry  of 
Question  of  Colonial  Contributions  to 
the  Defence  of  the  Empire,  proposed, 
July  8,  21. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes— Intro- 
duction of  Bill  dealing  with,  Date  of, 
July  8,  33. 

London  Education  Bill,  July  14,  587,  593, 
598,  606,  621,  637,  647,  650,  663,  674, 
681 ;  July  15,  723,  724,  727,  732,  734, 
737,  742,  747,  754,  767,  771,  785,  786, 
791,  800,  814  ;  July  22,  1452. 

lacNeill,  Mr.  Swift  [Donegal,  South.] 
Boer  Prisoners  in  Ceylon,  Number  of,  etc, 

July  8,  15. 
Cape  Ragging  Case— Appearance  of  Two 
Officers  under  Constructive  Arrest 
prior  to  holding  of  Court- Martial,  at 
Ascot  Races — Names  of  Officers — 
Action  of  War  Office  with  legard  to 
Breach  of  Promise,  July  It!,  859,  933. 

Dublin  City— Proclamation  of,  July  20, 

1233. 
Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee)  July  8,  63,  84. 

Land  Settlement  in  the  Transvaal — 
Scheme  of,  Initiated  by  Mr.  Carlis, 
Position  of  White  Settlers  under 
Scheme,  Profits  of  Mr.  Carlis,  etc., 
Juty  S,  15. 
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MacNeill,  Mr.  Swift— ront. 
<  Lord     Milner    and    the    "Johannesburg 

Leader'  — Summary    Dismissal    of 
i  Editorial    Staff     by    Lord     Milner, 

*  alleged,  July  13,  400. 

!         Northwich     Military     Camp  —  Roman 
1  Catholics   in — Provision    for   Roman 

!  Catholic  Soldiers   to   attend   Divine 

i  Service,    Neglect    of    Offer   of    Dr. 

Cregan,  July  22,  1443. 

,  Prior,  Lieutenant — Conviction  and  Fine 

I  of,    at    Marlborough    Street    Police 

;  Court— Remarks  of  Police  Magistrate 

j  on  Occasion  of,  July  16,  860. 

!         "  Staffordshire  "  —  Mock     Court-Martial 
held  on  the  "  Staffordshire  "  alleged, 
|  July  10,  861. 

j         Tantyen,  J.  C,  Boer  Prisoner  of  War — 

,  Sentence  passed   on,  Completion  of 

!  Term  of  Imprisonment,  Offence    for 

which  sentenced,  July  0,  147. 

Maconochie,  Mr.  [Aberdeenshire,  E.] 
Army  Rations,  July  16,  964. 

\  M'Crae,  Mr.  [Edinburgh,  East.] 

Income  Tax  Collections  in  Scotland— Con- 

1  aid  era  t  ion  of  Time    ami    Method    of 

Collection  by  Committee  on  Income 

i  Tax— Equal  sat  ion  of  System  in  Eng- 

land ana  Scotland,  proposed,  July  1J, 
404. 

i  MacVeagh,  Mr.  [Down,  South.] 

I         Agriculture    and    Technical     Instruction 

i  Department,  Ireland— Staff  of  Board, 

Remuneration  o*,  July  0,  144. 


'  Madras 

Workhouse,  Location  of  within  i»recincts 
|  of     the    Presidency    Gaol— View    of 

Government  of  India  on  Arrangement. 
j  V-  Mr.   H.    Roberto;    A.  Lord  G. 

I  Hamilton,  July  20,  1433. 

i 

|  Magheramorne,  Lord 

i         Sat  first  in  Parliament  after  the  Death  of 

I  his  brother,  July  21,  1247. 

i      . 

1  Magistrates  and  Justices  of  the  Peace 

!         Metropolitan    Magistrates,     Increase    in 

N  umber  of,  proposed. 
I  Q.    Mr.    H.   D.   Greene  ;     A.    Mr. 

I  Akers- Douglas,  July  14,  569. 

I  Mail  Service 

I         Chinese  Mails — Conveyance  of  Mails  from 

I  England  to  China  by  Trans-Siberian 

I  Route,  proposed. 

I  Q.  Mr.  L.  Sinclair ;  A.  Mr.  Austen 

I  Chamberlain,  July  16,  848. 

New  Zealand  Mails  and  the  Cunard  Steam - 
I  ship    Company—  A lleged    Refusal   of 

j  Steamship  Company  to  allow  "  Cam- 

pania ''  to  wait  for  New  Zealand  MaxV* 
1  —  Arran^em^V*   nnV&v  *l*\\\\»K*i  ^w 

1  H      CtaWA^,  Jul*  Av,.s>Ak. 
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Malcolm,  Mr.  [Suffolk,  Stowniarket.] 

Remount  Department,  July  10,  969. 

Vacant  Prison  Comniissioner&hip — Date 
of  Filling  Vacancy — Appointment  of 
Civil  Servant  of  Practical  Experience, 
July  20,  1149. 

Malta 

see  Naval  Works  Bill. 

Manchester  Corporation  Bill 

c.    2r.*  Com.*  July  1 4,  562. 

Manchester  Southern  Tramways  Bill 
c.    Rep.*«/?//y0,  133. 

Manchuria 

Russian  Evacuation  of,  Date  of — Dis- 
posal of  Customs  Revenue  collected 
at  Newchwang  Port. 

Q.   Master  of    Eli  bank  ;    A.   Lord 
Cranl)orne,  July  13,  402. 

Mansfield,  Mr.  [Lincoln,  Spalding.] 

Coal  Export**.     Value  of,   for  1902,  July 

14,  568. 
Colonial  Trade   with  Great  Britain  and 

Foreign  Countries,  July  22,  1447. 

Fiscal  Inouiry — Establishment  of  Fiscal 
Union  between  Mother  Country 
and  Self- Governing  Colonies, 
July  14,  583. 

Inclusion  in  Inouiry  of  Necessity  of 
Instituting  Legislation  to  Secure 
a  Minimum  Wage,  July  14,  583. 

London  Education  Bill,  July  14,  617,  620, 
679  ;  July  li>,  745,  746,  792,  793. 

Marine  Store  Dealers  (Ireland)  Bill. 

/.     2R.  July  14,  558. 
Ma.r1rna.ni    Mr.  [Notts,  Mansfield.  J 

Electric  High -Tension  Currents  on  Over- 
head wires — Restrictions  of  Board 
of  Trade  with  regard  to—  Case*  or 
installation  of  currents  in  England, 
July  17,  1326. 

High  Voltage  Curreuts  on  Bare  Wires — 
Alleged  danger  of — Inquiry  into  acci- 
dents caused  by  system  of  power 
transmission  in  foreign  countries,  pro- 
posed, July  20,  1148. 

High  Voltage  Current  Overhead  Wires- 
Cases  of  installation  of,  in  Great 
Britain,  July  20,  1147. 

High  Voltage  Currents  on  Bare  Wires — 
Memorandum  of  electrical  experts 
with  regard  to— Stens  taken  in  view 
of  Memorandum,  July  20,  1148. 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  22,  1536. 

Savings  Bank  Deposits  in  Great  Britain 
and  Abroad— Amount  deposited  per 
head  of  the  population,  July  /J,  6S8. 

Transvaal. 

Deportation    ol     ttt\t\»\\     \jwte»vc- 
ablcH— Power*   oi    \j»t&    ^V\V^^\n 
with    Tegard  Vo— CurWwifc  y1**** 
of,  proposed,  July  !*>  V\^. 
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Markham,  Mr. — con/. 
Transvaal — con  t. 

Municipal     Election 
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Ordinance-Ef 
port  from  Lord  Milner  00  snbjec 
of  Disallowing  Ordinance,  p 
posed,  July  9,  149. 
Precious  Stones  Ordinance— Ob^a 
of  Lord  Milner  in  framing  Mrt 
inanee — Dissenting  from  && 
Legislation,  proposed,  Jute  -:, 
696. 

Marlborough    Street     Training    CoQap 
(Dublin)  ^^ 

Condition  and  Environment  of. 

0s.  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  July  20,  m. 
Mr.  T.  O'Donnell,  July  20,  li». 
Mr.  Sloan,  July  20,  1191. 

Marriage  with  Foreigners  Bill 

c.  l*.*July9,  165. 

Maryport  Harbour  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  July  17,  1022. 

Maxwell,  Sir  Herbert  [Wigtonshire] 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consoudatsi 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  IS,  &; 
July  HI,  1411  ;  July  **,  1534,  1535. 

Maynooth  College 

see  Irish  Land  Bill. 

Mayo 

Piers  and   Harbours — Report   of  I  oactj 
Surveyor  on — Carrying   out  Rewa 
raendations  of  the  Report.,  propo^'- 
V-  Dr.  Ambrose  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkins 
Jtffy  14,  08O. 

Mayo,  Earl  of 

Motor-Cars  Bill,  July  24,  537,  991, 1011. 

Meath 

Rate  Collector— Suspension  of  Colled* 
by  Meath  County  Council — KenK?«i 
of  suspension  by  Local  Governing 
Board— Reconsideration  of  action  bj 
Local  Government  Board,  prop©***. 
•  Q.  Mr.  Kennedy  ;  A.  Mr.  Wjt* 
h&ta,  July  z*0,  1154. 

Mecca 

Pilgrims  to,  from  Egypt^Nuinber  of,  « 
two  last  pilgrimages— Line  of  steam* 
by  which  required  to  travel. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;   A.   Lord  Cranfcm 
Jvly  IS,  403. 

Medical  Officers 

Ireland— Superannuated  Orncers—Num^ 

superannuated,   number  of   cases  * 

which  grants  were  made  voluntari'j. 

etc. 

Q.     Mr.   J.    P.    Farrell;     A.    5U. 

Windham,  July  iot  310. 

^^™^^^  >****  «»- 
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Medicines  I 

Domestic  Medicines,  Sale  of— Withdrawal 
of  concession  granted  to  chemists,  re-  ' 
lating  to — Continuation  of  concession 
until  amendment  of  law  is  made,  pro- 
posed. 
(J.  Captain  Norton  ;  A.  Mr.  Elliot, 
July  9,  153. 

Government  Stamp  on  Prepared  Medicines 
— Regulation  of  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  with  regard  to — Necessity 
for  stamping  small  quantities  of  medi- 
cines, and  attaching  distinctive  names 
to  them. 
Qs.  Mr.  Shaw-Stewart,  Sir  J.  Leng ; 
As.    Mr.  Elliot,  July  8,  9. 

Members  of  the  House  and  Criminal  Law 

see  Law  in  Ireland. 

Merchandise  Marks  Act 

Effect  on  Foreign  Imports  in  Colonies — 
Repeal  of  Act  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas;    A.    Mr. 
J.  Chamberlain,  July  16,  859. 

Merchant  Shipping 

Agreements  with  American  International 

Mercantile    Marine  Association    and 

Cunard  Company,  Completion  of,  etc. 

Qs.    Mr.    G.    Bowles;      As.    Mr. 

A.  J.  Balfour,  J\dy  20,  1161. 

British  Shipping  Industry — Possible  Ex- 
clusion of  British  vessels  from  foreign 
coasting  trade — Effect  of  exclusion  on 
shipbuilding  industry- Inquiry  pro- 
Dosed . 
<^.  Sir  C.  M'Laren;  A.  Mr.  G.  ■ 
Balfour,  July  20,  1145. 

British    Ships    trading   between    foreign 
Countries — Aggregate  tonnage,  value 
of  Trade  of — Further  information  re- 
quested. 
Q.    Mr.  C.  M'Arthur  ;   A.    Mr.  B. 
Law,  July  9,  155. 

British  Vessels  sold  to  Foreigners— Return 
ordered,  July  22,  1430.  | 

Exports  and  Re-exports  carried  by  British 
Ships— Inclusion  in  statisticts  of 
freights  to  Ports  of  destination  — 
Estimate  of  freight,  Amount  earned  by 
British  Ships,  etc. 
Q.  Colonel  Denny;  A.  Mr.  G. 
Balfour,  July  15,  687. 

Light  Dues  in  the  United  States,  reduction 
of — Representations  to  United  States 
on  subject  of,  proposed. 

Q.    Sir   T.    Dewar;     A.    Mr.    G. 
Balfour,  July  16,  848. 

Mercantile  Marine  Committee,  Report  of 
—Carrying  out  recommendations  of, 
proposed. 

Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
July  21, 1315. 
Seamen— Number   sent   home,     cost    of 
repatriation     in     years     1898-1903— 
Return  proposed.  B4-:\    — 

Q.  Sir  R.  Ropner;  A.  Mr.G.  Balfour, 
S#fy&,  J43& 
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July  %—Jxdy  22. 

Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  Bill 
c.  Rep.*  July  8,2. 


/. 


Com.*  July  14,  562. 
3.K.*July  17,  1021. 
Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1246. 


District  Council 


Merthyr  Tydfil  Urban 

c  Lords  Amendts.  con.*  July  IS,  385. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1246. 

Metropolitan  District  Railway 

Electric  Traction — Establishment  of 
System  of — Progress  made  with  regard 
to. 

Q.    Mr.    Weir;    A.   Mr.   B.   Law, 
July  8,  16. 

Metropolitan  District  Railway  (Various- 
Powers)  Bill 

I.  3R.*  July  13,  373. 

c.  Lords*  Amendts.  con.*  July  17,  1021. 

/.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1246. 

Metropolitan  Police  Provisional   Order 
Bill 

/.  Com.*  July  16,  817. 

Metropolitan  Streets  Bill 

Considered  in  Committee,  July  8,  120. 

Collections  in  Public  Streets,  question 

of,  121,  124. 
Home  Secretary,  authority  of,   121, 

123. 
Metropolitan  Street  Acts,  scope  of, 

121, 123. 

Police,  powers  of,  121,  12a 

Traffic,  control  of,  121. 

/.  1r.*  July  20,  1129. 
2r.  July  21,  1293. 


Middlemore  Mr.  [Birmingham,  N.] 

Secondary  Education,  Inadequate  pro- 
vision for — Necessity  for  additional 
grants,  July  9,  237. 

Middlesborough  Corporation  Bill 

/.  3R.*  July  16,  818. 

c.  Lords  Amendts.  con.*  July  22,  1429. 

Midland    and    Belfast    and    Northern 
Counties  Railways  Bill 
/.  3R.*  July  13,  374. 
e.  Lords  Amendts.  con*  July  17,  1021. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1246. 

Midland  Great  Western  Railway  Com- 
pany 

Killeshandra    to    Scotland. 
Butter,  alleged  neglect. 
Q.  Mr.  M'Govera ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  July  10,  311. 
Refusal  to  give  through  Rate  from  Killes- 
liandra  to  Scotland,  except  via  Dublin. 
Compelling  Cwe^x^  \»  ^^  ^fcssB*^ 


Transit     of 


Mid-Mot] 


/ 


Midland  Great  Western  Railway  of  Ire- 
land Bill 

/.  3r.*  July  14,511. 

r.  Lonls*  Arnaults.  Con.*  July  20,  1129. 

Mid- Yorkshire  Tramways  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  July  17,  1022. 

Military  Lands  Bill 

Dcfpate  on  Second  Reading  [l.]  July  21, 
1249. 

County  and  Borough  Councils  Acquisi- 
tion of  land  by,  1249,  1250,  1251, 
1233,  1254. 

Mili»arv  Lands  Acts,  Proposed 
AiiKvidment  of,  1249,  1251,  1255, 

Ranges,  Acquisition  of  land  for  mak- 
ing, 1250,  1254. 

Ratepayers  lU*Hbunsihiliiy  of,  1250. 
1263,  1254,  ]£>5. 

War  Office,  Position  of,  1250,  1255. 
Military  Lands  Provisional  Orders  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  July  U,  1245. 

Military  Works  Bill 

Gross  Amount  to  be  asked  for,  in  respect 
of  Milit  ry  Works. 

Q.  Mr.  G.   Bowles;    A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  July  21,  1307. 
r.  Ordered,  July  22,  1560. 
r.   1r#  July  22,  1560. 

Military  Works  (Consolidated  Fund) 

Considervl  in  Committer  [c]  July  21,  1379. 

Amount    required,   1380,   1382,    1384, 

1385,  1389,  1390,  1393,  1394. 
Hana-ks  for  Troops  1380,  1382,  1387. 
Defence  Works,  Cost  of,  1379. 

Housing  of  Troops,  Money  required 
for,  1380,  1387,  1395. 

Hutting  of  Trooi»,  see  South  Africa 
(sub  heading.) 

\jjtui,  Defence  work*  to  be  carried  out 

by,  1379,  1301. 

Koyal  Engineers,  Building  by,  1386. 
South  Africa,  Hutting  of  Troops  in, 

1380,  1383,  1386,  1387,  1388,  1391,  . 

1393,  1395,  1396.  < 

Storehouses,  Money  for,  1384. 

Militia 

Appointments    to    the    Army    from    the 
Militia— New  Regulations  with  regard  j 
to— Nature  of  Entrance  Examination,  | 
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etc 

Q.  Mr.  S.  Evans  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 

July?*  1-J30. 

Officers— Possibility  of  obtaining  "Pass 
School "  Certificate  without  going 
through  Loudon  Barnwks.  i 

Q.  Air,  Partington  ;    A.  Mr.  Brod-  ' 
rick,  Jithj  14%  571.  \ 

Regulations  relating  to,  Presented,  Julu 
i%  1094,  1131. 


Teleplionic  Communication  at,  E«utti 
ment  of — Approximate  date  of. 
Q.    Mr.     Moon  ;     A.    Mr.   km 
Chamberlain,  July  10.  310t 

"  Minerva,"  H.MS. 

Repairs  of,   Time  expended  on— Mila 
run  on  Trials  and  Commission*. 
Q.  Colonel  Denny;  A.  Mr  Am 
Foister,  Ju/t/  14,  564. 

Mill  Holdings 

see  Irish  Land  BilL 

Milner,  Lord 

Johannesburg    Leader  —  Summary  D 
missal    of    £ditorial    Staff  by  Li 
Milner,  alleged. 
Qs.  Mr.    8.    MacNeill  :  At.  3fe 
Chamberlain,  July  U.  40Qt 

Model  Schools 

see  Education  in  Irelaml. 

Monaghan 

Union  Hospitals  in — Return  of  Nune?» 
their  Qualifications  in,  proposed. 
Q.  Dr.  Thompson  ;  A.  Mr.  Wji 
ham,  July  9,  145. 

Montagu  of  Beaulien,  Lord 

Motor-Cars  Bill  (Committee),  Juhj  ;:,« 
1012,1015. 

Moon,  Mr.  (St  Pancraa,  N.) 

London  Ei  I  nest  ion  Bill,  July  7  J.  gOi 
MU1  Hill,  Telephonic  Communication 
Establishment  of,  Approximate  di 
of,  July  10,  310. 

Morley,  Earl  of 

Military  Lainl*  Bill,  July  21,  1251. 
Mortgage  of  Premises  Bill 
c.  1R.*  July  21,  1321. 

Motor  Cars 

Gordon- Bennett  Cup  Race- Breakdowi 
Telegraphic      Arrangement* 
Dublin— lriMilei|u+icv  of  Amu 
ments  to  meet  pressure,  alUg 
Q.  Mr  Nanetti ;  A.  Mr.  An* 
Chamberlain,  Judy  15,  8$ 
Delay  in  Telegraph   Messages  C* 
of— Particular*    of    Receipts  t 
Expenditure  on  Pre**  Telegra. 
^.  Mr.  J.   O'Connor  :    A. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  J 
8,  10. 

Telegraphic     Arrangement-,    Bre 
down  of— Provision  of  Extra  S 
at  Dublin,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.   Karrell  :    .4. 
Austen  Cliamberlain,  J 
6,  29. 

Motor  Mails— Issue  of  Speed  He  mlati 
Adoption  of  System  of  Speed  Re 
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of   the 


tor  Cars— tout. 

Prosecutions     under     Section    5 
Summary  Jurisdiction  Act. 
Q.  Lord  Heneage  ;  A.  Lord  Balfour 
of  Burleigh,  July  21,  1293. 

Tyres— Regulation  of  Size  of— Authority 
empowered  to  make  Regulations,  etc. 
<l  Mr.  H.  Hobhouse ;  A.  Mr.  W. 
Long,  July  IS,  392. 

tor  Gars  Bill  [h.l.] 

Debate  on  Second  Reading  [l.]  July  14, 
523,  558. 

Agricultural  Considerations,  529,  541. 

Bicycles— Question  of  Motor,  534. 


SESSION    1903.  [Mot— Mur 

July  8 — July  22. 

Motor  Cars  Bill  [h.l.J— toni. 

Considered  in  Committee — cont. 

Local  Authorities,  Power  of,  978,  979, 
994,  1008,  1014,  1015. 

Local  Government  Board,  Power  of, 

1277,  1285. 
Names  and  addresses  of   Motoritt*, 

1005. 

"  Owner,"  Definition  of,  982,  984,  985. 

Petty  Sessions,  Summons  for  furious 
'    driving  at,  1290. 

Police,     Authority     of,    1002,    1003, 
1004,  1261. 

Punishments,    Graduation   of,    1288, 
"     1290. 


Certificates  of  Competency  for  Drivers, 
1010,  1017. 

County  Councils  see  Local  Authorities 
(subheading). 

Dust,  Annoyance  from,  532,  544,  554. 

Licences  for  Drivers  of  Cars,  524,  530, 

538,  540,  543,  540. 

Local    Authorities,    Control  of,  525, 

535,  547,  549,  555. 

Maximum   Speed,    see   Speed    Limit 
(subheading) 

Motor  Industry,  Consideration  of,  523, 

536,  537,  542. 

Police,  Power  and  Responsibility  of, 
533,  539. 

Reckless  Driving,  527,  538,  542,  549. 

<Jonnidered  in   Committee,    July  17,  976; 
July  21,  1256. 

Registered  Number  for  Cars,  534, 541, 

550. 
Speed  Limit,   Questfon  of,  525,  532, 

539,  540,  541,  551,  556. 
Accidents,  Penalties  for  driving  away 

after,  1272,  1273, 1274. 

Age  of  Ldcencees,  1013. 

Bicycles,  Regulations  for  Motor,  1291. 

'Certificates  of  Competency,  1016, 1017, 
1258,  1259,  12*),  1261,  1262,  1263, 
1264, 1265,  1266. 

0>unty  Council,  see  Local  Authorities 
(subheading. ) 

.Engines  of  Stationery  Car  in  Motion, 
Cases  of,  1001. 

Excessive  Power,  Prohibition  of  Cars 
of,  1275,  1276. 

Foreigners'  Licences,  1257,  1259,  1260, 
1263,  1265. 

Licences. 

Drivers,  Qualifications  for,  1012. 

Endorsements,  1267. 

Physically  incapable,  Not  to  be 
granted  to  those,  1268,  1269, 
1270. 

Residents  in  County  where  licence 
is  to  be  taken  out,  only  to  l>e 
granted  to,  1256,  1257. 


Reckless  Driving,  977,  979,  980,  983, 
987,  996,  998. 

Registered  Numlwrs  of  Cars,  1010, 
1011. 

Registration  Fees,  Amount  of,  1010, 
1011. 

Roads  included  in  the  Act ,  986. 

Speed  Limit,  976,  987,  990,  991,992, 
993,  994, 996, 997, 1006,  1007,  1008, 
1009,  1279,  1280,  1281,  1284,  1285, 
1286. 

Mounted  Infantry 

See  War  Office. 

Mount  Pleasant  Factory 

Basket  Shop    Staff  at    Mount    Pleasant 
Factory,  Reductions  in,    reason  for. 
Repair  of  lwiskets  by  private  firms. 
Q.  Captain  Norton :  A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  July  14,  569. 

Mullingar 

Rifle  Range,  Extension  of.  Approval  of 
Military  Authorities  -Delay  in  pro- 
ceeding with  work,  cause  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Haydeii;  .4.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  21,  1304. 

Munster 

Representation  of,  on  Congested  Districts 

Board,  in  event  of  Vacancy  on  Board. 

Qs.  Mr.  Flavin,  and  Mr.  Gilhooly ; 

As,   Mr.   Wyndham,  July  IS, 

408. 

Mnrphy,  Mr.  [Kerry,  E.] 

Congested  Districts  Board,  Ireland — Ap- 
pointment of  Chairman  of  Kerry 
District  Council  to  next  Vacancy  on 
Board,  July  20,  1137.. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  July  8,  45. 

Murray,  Colonel  W.  [Bath] 

Executions,  Extorted  Confessions  at,  Duty 
of  Chaplain,  July  16,  851 . 

Murray,  Bt-  Hon.  Graham— Lord  Advocate. 
[Buteshire! 

FlfesYiixe,   VoWwWcyfc  *\J*J*?*  ^C^Sk 
vk*m*5i  W^  Veto  Vo\VaX.w^  *\^»r^ 
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Murray,  Bt.  Hon.  Graham— cont. 

High  la  in!  Weaving  Industry.  Encourage- 
ment given  to,  by  Congested  District* 
Board,  Results  of,  July  SI,  1316. 

Licenti  n  g  A  cts  (Scotland  Consolidation  and 
Amendinent  Bill,  Juty  IS,  419,  420,  I 
423.  427,  434,  436,  442,  444,  445,  446,  \ 
451,  453,  461,  462,  466,  467,  469,  470, 
475,  476,  477,  481,  484,  486,  489,  490, 
491,  492,  495,  496,  498,  499,  501,  504, 
506,  312,  515;  July  21,  1399,  1403, 
1408,  1410,  1413,  1421,  1422,  1423, 
1424  ;  July  22,  1508,  1511,  1514,  1519, 
1520,  1523,  1530,  1533,  1536,  1546. 

Orkney  Fisheries  Petition  for  carrying  out 
recommendations  of  Fisheries  Com- 
missioner, to  be  considered,  July  9, 
138. 

Physical  Training  in  Scotland— Recom- 
mendation of  Royal  Commission  as  to 
adding  medical  experts  to  inspecting 
staff  of  Scotch  Education  Department. 
— Decision  with  regard  to  carrying  out 
of  not  yet  arrived  at,  July  IS,  389. 

Scottish  Public  Lunatic  Asylum  official. 
— Proposed  grant  of  superannuation 
allowances  to,  July  13,  388. 

Whitehill  Light,  Erection  of,  to  be  com- 
pleted before  winter,  July  9,  138. 


Nannetti,  Mr.  [Dublin,  College  Green] 

Dublin  Post  Office — Competitive  examina- 
tions for  appointments — Recom- 
mendation of  Tweedmonth  Com- 
mission with  regard  to,  not 
carried  out— Bringing  into  force 
of  scheme  at  earlv  date,  proposed, 
July  ir,,  689. 

Holiday  Scheme,  Adoption  of  new 
scheme,  July  16,  870. 

Dublin  Sorting  Office— Bank  Holidays, 
privileges  with  regard  to,  withheld 
under  new  leave  regulations- 
Reversion  to  former  system,  pro- 
posed, July  21,  1318. 

Holiday  Grievance— Memorial  from 
Dublin  Sorting  Office— Delay  in 
answer  to —  Expediting  reply, 
proi>o8ed,  July  21,  1319. 

Dublin  Telegraph  Office — Breakdown  of 
Telegraphic  Arrangements  at 
Dublin  on  occasion  of  Gordon - 
Rennet  Cup  Race — Inadequacy  of 
arrangements  to  meet  pressure, 
alleged,  July  7,7,  690. 

Male  Dining-room  at — Petitions  with 
regard  to  Management  of — 
Decisions  not  shown  to  Staff, 
Reason  for  Omision,  July  15,  690. 

Gcrdon- Bennett  Race  —  Destruction  of 
Films  in  thePost— Complaintof  Empire 
Palace  Theatre  Company — Compensa- 
tion for  Loss,  July  20,  1 1 55. 

Liflev,  Pollution  of — Discontinuance  of 
Practice,  proposed,  July  20,  1153. 

Post  Ottice— Wages  Committee  of  Inquiry 
—Acceptance  oi  l&vltauce  Tfc^kx&vu^ 
Trippage  Allowances    o\\  fYtB»v«\\\xv^ 
Post  Offices,  July  1G,  SKI. 
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Nantwich  Urban  District  Council 

e.   3R.*  Ju'y  9%  133. 

I.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1346. 

National  Debt 

Sinking  Fund — Estimated  amoai 

devoted  to,  in  year  1903-4-Aj 

amount  to  be  spent  on  capital i 

Q.      Mr.    W.    Churchill;    - 

Ritchie,  July  $1, 1313. 

Naval  Attache 

Additional    Attache,   Appointnien 
what  country  accredited,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Yerborgh  ;    A.  Mr. 
Forster,  July  SO,  1137. 

Naval  Works  Bill 

Debate  on  Second  Beading  [C.1  d 
311. 
Bermuda,  Progress  of  Works  t 
Berthing  Committee,  Report 
331. 

Britannia  Naval  College,  319. 

Canal  from  Clyde  to  Forth,  p 
342,  352. 

Chatham,  Extension  of  Work 

319,  323,  331,  342,  346. 

Coastguard  Stations,  322,  347. 

Colombo,   Progress   of  Work 


355. 

Dockyards — 

Electricity,  32«>,  340,  347. 

Extension  of,  326,  331. 

Personnel,  321,  365. 
Expenditure   on    Naval  -Wori 

334,  338,  343,  346,  349,  353 

Firth  of  Forth  Base,  see  Roeyl 
heading). 

Gibraltar,  Progress  of  Works 
346,  355. 

Gunnery  Schools,  322. 

Hong-Kong,  Progress   of  Wc 

313,  315. 
Infiltration,  31 3. 

Keyham,     Dockyard     Exten 

317,  319,  3371 
Malta  Breakwater,  31 1. 
Mineral  Rights,  366. 
Naval  Barracks,  Construction 
Osborne,  Naval  College  at,  32 
Portsmouth  Barracks,  314. 

Price  of  Land  acquired,  34S  2 
360,362. 

Repairs  to  Destroyers,  321,  31 
Rosyth,  Naval  Base  at,  325.  2 

334,  342,  343,  ?345,   347,  : 

457. 
Scotland,  Naval  (Base 

(subheading). 
Sheerness,  Works  at,  318,  321 
Simon's  Dock,  Works  at,  313, 


in,  m 
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J^faval  Works  (Portsmouth  Barracks  Site) 
™  Bill 

*  J%:       c.  1r.*  «/*//#  i^,  587. 

ffavy 

g^       Australian  Squadron,  Estimated  Coat  of-- 
Colonial  Contribution  to  Annual 
Expenditure. 
Q.    Mr.    C.   Wason  ;    A.  iMr. 
Arnold- Forster,    July*  20 », 
1142. 
Royal  Naval   Reserve,  Maintenance 
of,  out  of  Australian  Contribution. 
Q.    Mr.    C.    Wason;    A.    Mr. 
Arnold  -  Forster,   /w/y   20, 
1142. 
New  Naval  Base— Consideration  of  ques- 
tion of  enlarging  the  Forth  and  Clyde 
Canal,  Publication  of  report  on  cost 
and  time  required  for  work,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Pirie ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
July  13,  414. 
New  Naval  Base  on    Firth    of   Forth— 
Examination   of    Forth    and    Clyde 
Canal  with  view  to  enlargement. 
Q.    Mr.   Pirie;  A.  Mr.   Pretyman, 
July  8,  14. 

Summer     Cruises  —  Cruises   of    training 
vessel     to     Lochbroom,    Ross-shire, 
during  present  summer. 
Q.   Mr.  Weir;  A.   Mr.  Pretyman, 
Jvly  8,  14. 

Training  in  the  Navy,  Inclusion  of  Divine 
and  Swimming  in— Regulations  with 
regard  to. 
Q.  Sir  John  Leng ;  A.  Mr.  Arnold  - 
Forster,  July  22,  1435. 

Nelson  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Lords'  Amendts.  con.*  July  9 ;  133. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1246. 

Nenagh 

Cottage    Scheme — Case  of  J.    Quigley— 
Reconsideration  of,  proposed. 
Qs.    Mr.   P.   J.   (yBrien;  As.   Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  13,  411. 

Newcastle  upon-Tyne  Electric  Supply  Bill 
I.  3R.*  July  13,  1093. 

New  Hunstanton  Improvement  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1246. 
Nolan,  Colonel  [Galway,  N.] 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  July  8, 79, 98. 
Non-Provided  Schools. 

see  London  Education  Bill. 

Norman,  Mr.  [Wolverhampton,  S.] 
Irish  Land  Bill  (3r.)  July  21,  1372. 
Schools,  Inspection  of,  July  9,  264. 

Northbrook,  Earl  of 

India  and  the  South  African  Garrison—  | 
Proposal  to  place  Portion  of  Cost  of,  | 
on  Revenues    of    India— Benefit    of  j 
Troops     in   South   Africa    to    India  I 
doubtful— Garrison  to  be  composed  of 
young  inexperienced  men — Assistance 
rendered  by  India  in  South  African 
War,  etc.,  Tribute  to— Presentation 
of  Papers  proved,  July  20,  1108. 
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Northbrook,  Earl  of- -con t. 
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Motor  Care  Bill  (Committee)  July  21,  1284, 

1290,  1291. 
Preferential  Tariffs,  July  10,  272. 

North    Metropolitan     Electric     Power 
Supply  Bill 

I.  2R.*  July  9,  125. 
Com.*  July  16,  817. 


Electricity  and   Power 

July  13,  388. 


North-Western 
Gas  Bill 

c.  2r.*  Com.* 

Northwich 

Military  Camp,  Roman  Catholics  in — 
Provision  for  Roman  Catholic  Soldier* 
to  attend  Divine  Service— Neglect  of 
Offer  of  Dr.  Cregan. 

Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;   A.  Lord 
Stanley,  July  22,  1443. 

Norton,  Captain  [Newington,  West] 

Army  Contract — Alleged  Infringement  of 
Fair  Wage  Resolution,  July  21,  1305. 

Domestic  Medicines,  Sale  of— Withdrawal 
of  Concession  granted  to  Chemists, 
relating  to— Continuation  of  Con- 
cession until  Amendment  of  Law  is* 
made,  proposed,  July  9,  153. 

Mount  Pleasant  Basket  Shop  Staff— Re- 
ductions in,  Reason  for— Repair  of 
Baskets  by  Private  Firms,  July  14,. 
569. 

Royal  Military  College  Cadets — Training, 
of,  after  leaving  College,  Arrange- 
ments for  Continuation  of  and 
Obviating  Delay  in  Gazetting,  July; 
21,  1305. 

Upton,  Charles.  —  Customs  Watcher  — 
Granting  Pension  to,  proposed,  July; 
21,  1302. 

Norwood  Poor  Law  Schools 

Illness  at— Report  of  Medical  Officer  on — 
Expenditure  on  schools  sanctioned  by 
Local    Government    Board— Publica- 
tion of  Report,  proposed. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Gorst;  A.  Mr.  W.  Long,. 
July  16,  852. 

Nottinghamshire  and  Derbyshire  Tram: 
ways  Bill 
c.  Rep.*  July  10,  304. 
c.  Con.*  July  20,  1130. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  J.  P.  X.  [Cork] 

Church  of  Scotland — Resolution  of  General 
Assembly  and  the  Confession  of  Faith. 
— Steps  to  be  taken  with  regard  to* 
July  20,  1150. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  P.  [Kilkenny] 

Central  Telegraph  Office,  Holidays  in- 
Compelling  Senior  Clerks  to  take, 
holiday*  in  March,  alleged,  July  22, 
1435. 

Central  Telegraph  Office,  Tulie  AU.W>. 
ants,  PtwwrtAwv  vA,  3  w\\j  <*  i  ,V^< 

OxioT^  Sta<s^  ^\>*\  ^^V^v 
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O'Brien,  Jfr.  P.  J.  [Tipperary,  North] 

Arrests  under  Criminal  Law  and  Proce- 
dure Act  at  Borrisaleigh,  Co.  Tipper- 
ary —  Circumstances  leading  to  — 
Change  of  venue  and  order  for  special  ' 
trial,  authority  for,  Intimation  of  to 
accused,  etc.,  July  8, 12.  • 

Jiorrixaleigh,  County  Tipperary— Case  of  ' 
Stapleton,     Delany,     and    Carroll —  • 
Application  of  executive  for  special 
jury  and  change  of  venue,  grounds  ' 
for  application,  July  13,  409. 

Cork  A  .seizes  instead  of  being  tried  at 
Nenagh,  Men  sent,  July  20,  1224. 

Nenagh   Cottage    Scheme  —  Case   of   J.  i 
Quigley  —  Re-consideration   of,   pro- 
ved, July  13,  411. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  William  [Cork] 

Irish  Land  Hill  (Committee)  July  S,  39 ; 
July  17,  1044,  1051,  1052. 

3R.  July  21,  1349 

l 

O'Connor,  Mr.  J.  [Wicklow,  West] 

Awdstaiit  Head    Postmen — Case    of    W.  > 
Mason  of  Clapham,  July  17,  1028. 

British  Postal  Servants  from  South  Africa, 
Reinstatement  of,  JvXy  22,  1437. 

(Gordon- Bennett    Cup    Race.     Delay    in  ! 
Telegraph      Messages,      Cause     of. 
Particulars  of  Receipts  and  Expendi- 
ture on  Press  Telegrams,  July  8,  10. 

Postman  J.  Black  -Delay  in  supplying 
Uniform  to—  Compensation  for  use  of 
private  clothes,  July  9,  142. 

Postmen's  Allowances— Allowances  other 
than  supervising  allowances — Number 
in  receipt  of,  amount  expended,  July 
>2,  1436. 

Kuyal  Visit  to   Ireland — Introduction  of  • 
Bill    repealing    Criminal    Law    and 
Procedure  (Ireland)  Act,  1887,  prior 
to,  proposed,  July  9,  159. 

Telegraph  Service  Employees — Maximum 
salary    promised     by    Civil     Service  i 
Commissioners  to  Candidates,  July  9,  { 
141.  , 

Wicklow  Land  Cases— Delay  in  hearing 
— Cause  of  delay,  July  15,  701. 

0  Connor,  Mr.  T.  P.  [Liverpool,  Scotland] 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  July  8,  70, 
120  ;  July  17,  1070. 
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July  8— July  22. 

O'Donnell,  Mr-  T. — eon*. 

Kerry  and  the  Congested  District*  Bas 
— Demand  for  Representitian 
Kerry  on  Board — Appointment' 
Resident  of  Kerry  to  next  ruatt 
on  Board,  proposed,  July  3,  115 


Kerry  unrepresented  on  the  Bo*ri 
Representation  of  Kerry  at  kj 
vacancy,  July  21,  1317. 

Kerry  Potato -Growing  Industry— A* 
tance  rendered  bv  Congested'  Disthe 
Board,  July  .9,  157. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts — Allocate 
Portion  of  Credit  to  Count  ie- wiu 
have  spent  all  available  Exctap 
Contribution,  proposed,  July  /J?7&1 

Marlborough  Street  Training  Colle, 
(Dublin).  Condition  and  Enrironaa 
of— Failure  of  General  Edaeariw 
System  in  Ireland  —  Staffing  u 
Management  of  Irbb  School*— Co 
dition  of  School  Children— Teseta 
Pensions.  July  20,  1109. 

O'Dowd,  Mr.  [Sligo,  South] 

Contempt  of  Court,  Ireland— Introduce 
of  Legislation  to  amend  prefect  Li 
relating  to  Contempt  of  Court,  «:orn 
present  Session,  July  8,  32. 

Extra  Police  at  Sligo,  Cost  of— Kelievii 
Ratepayers  of  Payment  of  T& 
proposed,  July  20,  1153. 

Grazing  Farms  in  Congested  DUriet 
Ireland,  purchased  by  money  aJvaas 
by  Land  Commission  to  Non-reside 
of  District  -Provision  in  IrWi  Lw 
Bill  with  regard  to,  July  13,  All 

Law  in  Ireland,  Administration  of —Pew 
isation  under  Coercion  Regime,  /» 
20,  1229. 

Sligo,  Extra  Police  at — Application 
Government  to  County  Conrell  i 
payment  of  cost  of — Means  for  Rett 
ing  Ratepayers  of  Additional  Ti 
July  l(i,  868. 

The  Acre*,  Dromahair — Affidavit  of  Mr. 
Gillmor  to  the  effect  that  he  i 
Tenant  of  the  Lands  of,  for  parp 
of  obtaining  advance  from  La 
Commission  -  Sworn  Inqurv,  i 
posed,  July  20,  1150. 


0  Donnell,  Mr.  T.  [Kerry,  West] 

Foreign  Trawlers  in  Dingle  Bay-Conduct    0K?^  *£  [^/^\l 
ot — .Steps  for  punishment  of  owners 
of  trawlers,  proposed,  July  14,  580. 

Irish  gun  Licence  —Kef usal  of  licence  to 
1\    Oourane,   Castleiuaine  —  Grounds  [ 
for  Refusal,  July  13,  410. 

Irish    National    Schools— Oral   Examina- 
tions    in     Irish  —  Appointment      of, 
additional  Examiners,  proposed,  July 
■JO,  115*2. 

Iri^li   Post  Graces,  F.\n'\\At\o\i  oi  Y.mvgta.- 
tion  Notices  in— \len\ova\  ol,\rcw£o**A, 
July  i),  160. 


Belmullet  and  Mallaranny  Steamer  si 
Wee— Nature  of  inquiries  made 
connection  with,  July  is,  410. 

Irish  Land  Bill  .{Committee).  Jnlv  < 
105. 

Law  in  Ireland  —  Penalisation  un 
Coercion  Act,  July  20,  1230. 

O'Malley,  Mr.  [Galway,  Connemara] 

Q»x  Jm  fcom  Utterf rack  to  Clifde 
\akk»b*  *\  ^w^  ^fcaeswA.  <^  Pol 
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O'Mara  Mr.  [Kilkenny,  South] 

I  ri->h  Intermediate  Education — Examina- 
tion Standard  —  Reduction  of  pass 
&tandard  for  examination  in  1903, 
proposed,  July  9,  146. 

Military  Works  (Consolidated  Fund), 
July  21 ,  1390. 

Onslow,  Earl  of,  President,  Board  of  Agri- 
culture 
Motor  Car*  Bill  {Committee),  July  21, 1265. 

Orkney 

Fisheries— Petition  from  County  Council 
for  carrying  out  of  recommendations 
of  Fisheries  Commissioner. 

Q.    Mr.    C.    Wason;    A.    Mr.   G. 
Murray,  July  9,  138. 

Onnflby  Gore,  Mr.  S.  [Shropshire,  Oswestry] 

Gainsborough   Vaccination    Prosecutions, 

Action  of  Officers— Support  of  Action 

by  Local  Government  Board,  proposed, 

July  13,  392. 

Orr-Ewin,  Mr.  [Ayr  Burghs] 

Indian  Army — Young  Officers  joining 
Regiments  in  India — Embarkation  oi, 
during  the  Trooping  Season  only, 
proposed,  July  15,  694. 

Trade  to  East  African  Protectorate — 
Recommendation  of  H.M.  Com- 
missioner with  regard  to  Subsidisation 
of  British  Steamships  trading  with 
East  African  Protectorate,  July  20, 
1135. 

Osborne  Naval  College 

see  Naval  Works  BUI. 

O'Shee,  Mr.  [Waterford,  W.] 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee)  July  8,  37,  38. 
47,  48,  91,  92,  94.     July  17,  1085. 

Outdoor  Belief. 

Nonresident  Out-door  Relief— Rendering 
distribution  of  non-resident  out-door 
Relief  obligatory,  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.  H.  Samuel.     A.    Mr.  W. 
Long.    July  15,  687. 

Outdoor  Belief  (Pensioners)  BilL 

Debate  on  Second  Heading  [L.],  July  16 ,834. 

Army  and  Navy  Servants — Relief  for. 
834,835. 

Board   of   Guardians— Authority  of. 
834. 

Pensions — Amount  of.    834. 

Poor     Law     System    —  Attempted 
Reforms  of.     835,  836. 

Workhouses — Effect  of   soldiers  am' 
sailors  in.     834,  837. 

Packed  Juries. 

see  Law  in  Ireland. 

Parliament 

House  of  Lords — Sat  First  in  Parliament 
Mngherainome,  Lord,  July  21,  124' 
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Parliamentary  and  Electoral  Reform  BilL 

c.  1R.*  July  21,  1321. 

Parliamentary  Procedure 


New  Rules  of  Procedure— Opportunity 
for  delating  new  Rules  as  yet 
unriebated—  Granting  of  Select  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry,  proposed. 

Qs.    Dr.    Parquharson ;     As.    Mr, 
A.  J.  Balfour,  July  9,  163. 

Twelve  O'Clock  Rule— No  fresh  Bills  to 
be  brought  on,  under,  July  16, 
872. 

Suspension  of— at  early  date,  alleged,. 
July  16,  871. 

Votes  and  Proceedings — Erroneous  Entry* 
alleged,  the  Chairman  having  acted 
contrary  to  the  Regulation  of  Standing 
Order  No.  30,  July  10,  302. 

Partington)  Mr.  [Derbyshire,  High  Peak] 
Imports  in co  British  Colonies  and  Possess- 
ions from  Foreign  Countries  — Value 
of  manufactured  goods,  etc.,  July  14, 
567. 
Imports  into  British  Colonies  and  Possess- 
ions from  Foreign  Countries —Value 
of  manufactured  goods,  raw  material 
and  food  stuffs  respectively,  in  1901,. 
July  20,  1132. 

"  Pass  School "  Certificates  for  Militia  and 
Volunteer  Officers  —  Possibility  of 
obtaining  certificate  without  going 
through  London  Barracks,  July  14, 
571. 

Patriotic  Pond 

Widows  and  other  dependents  of  tho*e 
losing  their  lives  in  the  service  of  the 
Crown,  Provision  for. 

08.     Mr.  Pre ty man,  July  20,  1164; 
Mr.  Kearley,  July  20,  1167. 

Patriotic  Fund  Bill 

Bill  put  down  for  day  allotted  to  Supply. 
Q.  Mr.  Galloway ;  A .  Mr.  Speaker, 
July  20,  1163. 

Object  of  Bill,  Statement  of,  July  20, 
1164. 

c.  Ordered,  July  20, 1 168. 
In.*  July -20,  1168. 

Patriotic  Pond,  Royal  Commission 

Action  of  Secretary— Introduction  of  Bill 
dealing  with  Patriotic  Commission 
during  present  session. 

Q.  Mr.    Galloway;    A.  Mr.   A.   J. 
Balfour,  July  15,  704. 

Report  of  Royal  Commissioners,  Presented, 
July  9,  128  ;  July  14,  563. 

Paupers 


\\ 


Interment  of  Body  washed  ashore  at  Mel- 
ford  Beach,  Devon— Cost  of  FaomK, 
Payment  oi  eKta*  0ww^5a*\<^  Qnw«x^ 

Q.  *Lt.  %wna\  A.^Vc.^.^s^- 

Jtihj9,\*&- 
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3>ease,  Mr.  Pike  [Darlington] 

Licensing   Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  13,  429. 

Peel,  Mr-  [Manchester,  S.] 

London  Education  Bill,  July  14,  615,  616, 
645,  646,  647  ;  July  15,  713,  723,  724. 

Penrhyn,  Lord 

Sale  of  Land  to,  Consideration*  received  by 
Crown,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  VVason;  A.  Mr.  Elliot, 
July  SO,  1144. 

Pensions 

Retired  Army  Officers  He-employed  during 
South    African    War  —  Increase    of 
Pension . 
Q.    Mr.  Pirie  ;    A.    Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  22,  1439. 

Tentillie  Estate  Bill 

c.     2R.*  Com.*  July  20,  1130. 

.Percy,  Earl—  Undersecretary  for  India  [Ken-  ; 
sington,  South]  j 

Assam  Coolie  Riot  —  No  official  informa- 
tion with  regard  to,  July  22,  1444. 

Assam  Excise  Administration — Report  of 
inquiry  not  yet  received  —  Impossi- 
bility to  eive  information  to  the  House 
before  the  end  of  the  Session,  July 
15,  697. 

Brussels  Sugar  Convention  and  India — 
Government  of  India — Attitude  of, 
towards  Convention,  July  21,  1313. 

;Perks  Mr.  [Lincolnshire,  Louth] 

Vivisection  Experiments  without  anaesthe- 
tics—Feeding experiments,  inclusion 
in,  of  starving  and  overfeeding  ani-  ' 
main  —  Experiments    authorised    by 
Home  Office,  July  22,  1438. 

Persia 

Commercial  Convention  between  United 
Kingdom  and  Persia  Presented. 
J 'uly  9 ',  127,  136. 

Perth  Corporation  (Tramways)  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill 

/.  3R.*     July  21,  1248. 

Petty  Sessions 

set  Motor- Cars  Bill. 

Physical  Training  in  Elementary  Schools 

Introduction     of    Scientific     System     of 
Training,     Consideration     by    H.M.  ; 
Government.  i 

Q.     Mr.  Priestley  ;  A.     Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  15,  693.  I 


L  2r.»  Cowi.»  July  9,  126. 

Com.  •  July  10,  271. 

3fL»  July  14,  519. 
c.  Lords  AinendU.  «>».•  July  /;, 

Pier  and i  Harbonr  Pro  visional  0rd« 
4)  Bill 

/.  2R.»  f.W.*  July  99  126. 

Com.*  July  w,  *>77. 

3R.*  July  14,  319. 
c.  Lords  Anierull*.   **>«.*  July  17, 


Pier 


Provisional 


si,\ 
Provisional  i 


Physical  Training  in  England  and  Wales 

Suggested  Koyal  Commission — Considera- 
tion of,  by  H.M.  Government. 
Q.     Mr.  Priestley  ;     A.    Mr.  A,  J. 
Balfour,  July  15,  693. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No. 
2)  Bill 
/.     2k.*  Com.     July  9,  126.  i 

Com.  *  July  10,  271.  • 

3K.*  JulyH,h\%.  \ 

r.  Lords  Arnaults,  con.*  July  17,\W.V         \ 
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and    Harbour 
(Ko.  5)  Bill 

l.  2R.*  Com.*  July  9%  126. 

3*.*  July  17,  974.   * 
c.  Lords  AmendU.  con.*  July  i 

Pier  and   Harbour 
(No.  6)  Bill 

/.  2R.*  Cotn.+  July  9,  126 
Com.*  Rep.*  July  io,  271. 
3R.*  July  l.Jt  374. 
Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1245. 
Piers  and  Harbours 

Innishlyre  Harbour — Consultation 
Westport  Harbour  Couuni^ioD 
to  site  of  new  barboar,  Resolut 
Commissioners. 

Q.  Dr.  Ambrose  ;   A.     Mr.  1 
nam,  July  16,  808. 
Mayo  Co.- -Condition  of  Pieis  in-f 
of  County  Surveyor  on— Carrvii 
of  Improvements  recommended. 
Q.     Dr.  Ambrose  ;  .4.     Mr.  V 
"am,  July  8,  27. 
Mayo— Report  of   County   Surveyor 
Carrying  out  recommendation  ■ 
Keport  proposed. 

(J.     Dr.  Ambrose  ;  A.     Mr.  .\ 
son,  July  14^  5S0. 

Pirie,  Mr.  (Aberdeen,  North.) 

Army  Corps—First  Army  Con* 
Division,  formation  of,  strength. 

Army  Veterinary   Department -Stn 

0/,fR,?>2Mfred    with    establahi 
July  IS,  397. 

County  Counoil  Clerks  acting  as  P 
mentary ^Agents— Communicath 
County  Councils  with  view  to  d« 
tinumg  practice,  proposed,  July: 

Fish  Destruction  of— at  Billingsgate 
Aberdeen-Total  Amount  iesti 
in  Eogland  and  Scotland  during 
JulyS,  1/.  * 

Forth  and  Clyde  Canal-Con^ideratu 
Question  of  by  Committee  of  Def, 
July  1:>,  /02. 

Licensing    Acts  (Scotland)  Consoiid; 
and  Amendment  Dill,  July  13. 
July  21,  1417. 

Majors  serving  away  from  their  r 
ments,  Number  of   July  13  3% 
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Trie,  Mr.— eon?. 

.  New  Naval  Base  —  Consideration  of, 
question  of  enlarging  the  Forth  and 
Clyde  Canal,  publication  of  Report  on 

r  cost  and  time  required  for  work,  pro- 

posed, July  13,  414. 

I  New  Naval  Base  on  Firth  of  Forth — Ex- 
amination of  Forth  and  Clyde  Canal 
with  view  to  enlargement,  July  8,  14. 
.Retired  Army  Officers  Re-employed  during 
South  African  War  —  Increase  of 
pension,  July  22,  1439. 

.Royal  Commission  on  South  African  War, 
Date  of  publication  of  Report,  July  16, 


[Pir— Por 


Poplar 

New  Poor  Law  School  at — Sanction  of 
Local  Government  Board  to  proposed 
expenditure  on  erection  of. 

Q.     Sir    J.    Goret  ;    A.    Mr.    W. 
Long,  July  16,  853. 


Population 

Agricultural 
Cause  of. 
Q.     Mr. 
W. 


Population,    Decrease    in, 

D.   A.   Thomas;  A.     Mr. 
Long,  July  16,  853. 


Royal  Scots  Fusiliers,  2nd  Battalion,  South 
African  War  Medal  not  yet  distributed 
to,  Cause  of  delay,  etc,  July  15,  693. 

•Scottish  County  Council  Clerks  as  Election 
Agents,  Discontinuance  of  practice, 
proposed,  July  13,  409. 

Somaliland  Military  Expedition,  British 
and  Native  Losses,  July  13,  397. 

Staff  Officers — Army  Regulations  with 
regard  to  regimental  duty,  Disregard 
of,  July  13,  399. 

"War  Office  Expenditure,  Protest  against 
— Necessity  for  reforms— Explanation 
of  appointments  and  promotion  re- 
quested—Distribution of  rewards  and 
honour* — Cape  "Ragging"  case — 
Present  system  of  recruiting,  July 
16,  873. 

>istolsBill. 

Statement  on  Second  Reading  {t^X  July  9, 
129-131. 

Age  of  persons  purchasing  pistols,  131. 

Fines  for  sale  of  pistols  to  irresponsible 
persons,  131. 

'Game  or  Gun  licence,  Production  of — 
130. 

Intoxicated  and  insane  persons — 131. 

Police,    Records  of  sales  to  be  open 
to— 130. 

Record  of  sale  of  pistols,  130. 

/.  Com.*  Rep*  July  10,  272. 
latt-Higgins  Mr.  [Salford,  North.] 

Schools,  Religious  instruction  in  By-law 
authorising  withdrawal  of  children 
from  school  till  after  time  of  Religious 
instruction,  modification  of,  proposed, 
July82\4&l. 

Soldiers  Serving  Abroad,  Cost  of  Telegrams 
— Arrangements  for  lessening  expenses, 
proposed,  July  13,  396. 

lummer,  Mr.  [Newcastle-on-Tyne.] 
Naval  Works  Bill,  July  10,  351. 

olice  Burghs. 

tee  Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill. 

ontypridd  Urban  District  Council  Bill 

r.  3B.*,  July  10,  303. 

/.  Royal  A&ent,  July  21t  1240. 
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Poole  and  District  Electric  Traction  Bill 
c.  Rep.*  July  10,  304. 
eon.*  July  17,  1021. 
3R.*,  July  21,  1294. 

Poor  Law 

see  Outdoor  Relief  (Pensioners)  Bill. 

Poor  Law  Schools  and  Institutions 

New  Poor  Law  Schools  at  Poplar,  Sanction 
of  Local  Government  Board  to  propose 
expenditure  on  erection  of. 

Q.  Sir  J.  Gorst ;  A.  Mr.  W.  Long. 
July  16,  853. 

Norwood  Schools,  Illness  at — Report  of 
Medical  Officer  on  Expenditure  on 
Schools  Sanctioned  by  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.  Publication  of  Report 
proposed. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Gorst;  A.  Mr.  W.  Long, 
July  16,  852. 

Poxtarlington 

Post  Office,  Blane,  Maria,  Case  of— 
Retirement  without  pension  or  gra- 
tuity, Grounds  for. 

Q.    Mr.    Delany ;  A.   Mr.    Austen 
Chamberlain,  July  lb,  581. 

Porthcawl 

Rifle    Range,    Utilisation    of,    for    field  - 
tiring. 
Q.   Mr.  Fuller;  A.   Lord  Stanley; 
July  16,  861. 

Port  of  Ness  Harbour. 

Damages  done  to  Breakwater  by  Storm— 
Report  on  Extent  of,  Decision  as  to 
Repair. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  -4.  Mr.  S.  Dickson, 
July  8,  26. 

Portsmouth. 

Dockyard— Annual  Cost  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan;  A.    Mr.  Pretyman, 
July  15,  696. 
Dockyard  Employees— Numl>er  in  receipt 
of  Wages,  Number  of  Vacant  Slips. 
Q.  Sir    C.  Dilke  ;  A.   Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster,  July  15,  695. 

Port  Talbot  Railway  and  D<Kk&  ^^ 
c.  con.*  July  8,\. 

a*.*  J  win  13,TO&.  _  ^ 

,  I.  ItojtX  XaaexvV  Jvrtxj  ftl,V»&- 


Pos-Pril 


Postmen 


INDEX. 
July  8— JWy  22. 


|  Yd! 


i'i 


[  Power,  Mr.  f  Waterford,  E.] 


Allowances  other  than  Supervising  Allow- 
ances—Number  in  receipt  of,  Amount 
expended. 
Q.     Mr.    J.     O'Connor;    A.     Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  July  22, 
1436. 

Assistant  Head  Postmen— Case  of  C.  W. 
Mason,  of  Clanham. 

Q.  Mr.. J.  O'Connor  ;  A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,   July  17,  1028. 

Auxiliary  Postmen — Increased  Wages  and 

Retiring  Allowances  —  Consideration 

of  Claims  to,  proposed. 

Q.    Captain      I)onelan ;      A,    Mr. 

Austen   Chamberlain,    July  9, 

141. 

Scotland— Postman  Black— Delay  in  sup- 
plying   Uniform      to— Compensation 
for  use  of  Private  Clothes. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor  ;  A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  July  9, 142. 


Post  Office. 

Employees— British  Postal  Sen-ants  from 
South  Africa — Reinstatement  of. 
Q.     Mr.    J.    O'Connor;     A,     Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  July  22, 
1417. 

Employees  —  Second    Division    Clerks  — 

Number     of      Resignations     during 

twelve     months    ending    December, 

190*2.     Causes  of  Resignations. 

Q.    Mr.   Yoxall  ;    A.    Mr.   Austen 

ChamWlain,  July  20,  1130. 

International  Sea  Post  Offices — Report  of 
Postmaster-!  Jeneral  of  the  United 
States  on  l>enetit  of  Establishment  of 
Sea  Post  Offices  on  Cunard  Steamers, 
reconsideration  of  decision  with  regard 
to,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  A.  Davies  ;  A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  July  9,  150. 

Ireland— Emigration  Notices  in  Irish  Post 
Offices,  Exhibition  of — Removal 
of,  proposed. 

Q*.  Mr.  T.  O'Donnell ;  As.  Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  July 
.'*,  160. 

Gordon- Bennett  Race— Destruction  of 
Films  in  the  Post— Complaint  of 
Empire  Palace  Theatre  Company 
— Compensation  for  loss. 

Q.  Mr.  Nannetti  ;  A.  Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  July 
'JO,  1155. 

Wages,  Committee  of  Inquiry— Acceptance 
of  evidence  regarding  trippage  allow- 
ances on  travelling  Post  Offices. 
Q.  Mr.  Nannetti ;   A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  July  lfJ,  867. 

Post  Office  Buildings 

Oxford  Street .  Postal  Telegraph  Office- 
Sanitary  condition  of — Date  on  which 
lease  expire?. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  OBneu;  A.  ^Vt.  tatto* 
ChamW\a\n,  July  9,  \4ft. 
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Irish  Land  Bill  (CommitUt)  Jvh i. 

Small  Irish  Farmers  Dweffiq:  I 
Enabling  Farmers  to  obtain  1 
3}  %  for  erection  of  dwellings* 
ings,  proposed,  July  IS.  408, 

Powell,  Sir  F.  8.  IWigan] 

literary  Teaching  in  Schools,  Sq 
—  Danger  of  By-law  «■ 
religious  instruction— Operate 
Education  Act,  Juiy  9,  233,  a 

Preferential  Tariffs— The  Posftkoa 

Os.  Earl  of  North  brook,  July  H 
Lord  Avebury,  July  10,280; 
Elgin,  July  10,  2»ft  ;  Maro 
Lansdowne,  July  v\  -2<8 ;  M 
of  Kipon,  July  //).  293;  V 
Goachen,  July' 10,  297;  Lou 
July  10,  298  ';  Duke  of  De* 
July  10,  3U1. 

Pretyman,  Captain,  Lo><i  of  the  Ad 
(Suffolk,  Woodbridge). 
Naval  Works  BUI,  July  to,  311,  X 

361,  362,  363,  364,  2>63. 
Navy,  Summer  Cruises— Visit  of  T 
Vessel  to  Loch  broom  during 
Summer.      Question    to  reeer 
federation,  July  8,  14. 

Patriotic  Fund,  July  20,  H64. 

Pattiotic  Fund  Bill,  July  20,  1164. 

Portsmouth  Dockyard — Cost  of  S« 
Information  as  to,  July  15, 696. 

Rosyth— Powers  of  Compulsory  Pi 
conferred  on  Admiralty  "bv 
Works  Act,  1895,  alleged  to  ^ 
tive.  No  information  receive 
regard  to,  July  15,  69o. 

Priestley,  Mr.  (Grantham) 

Physical  Training  in  Elementary! 
—Introduction  of  Scientific  Sy 
Training.  Consideration  by 
Government,  July  i$%  693. 

Physical  Training  in  England  and 
—Suggested  ~Koyal  Commies* 
Consideration  of,  by  H.  M.  i 
ment,  July  15,  693. 

Printing 

London  Printing  Trade  Dispute— 
of   Board    of     Trade     to    int 
alleged. 
Q.  Mr.  Skewes-Cox  :  A.  Mr. 
Balfour,  July  21,  131a 

Prior,  Lieutenant 

Conviction    and    fine  of,  at  Marlt 

Street    Police    Court  —  Rema 

Police  Magistrate  on  occasion  « 

Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;   A.  Mi 

rick,  July  16,  860. 

Prisoners 

Boer  Prisoners  in  Ceylon,  Number 


\ 
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I  Beay,  Lord. 


[Pri— Ren 


Preferential  Tariffs,  July  10,  298. 


jrisoners— mnu 

Female  Prisoners.     Laundry  and  Cookery 
|  Lessons  for,  proposed     Recpnsidera- ,  b^o^s  and  Historical  Manuscripts, 

tion  of  appointment  of  Female  Prison  !  ^^*      _   *  ««wiiu«  juAuuauiyw 
Inspector*.  M"m        **"    A         *  * 

Q.    Mr.    Flower ;    A.    Mr.    Akers 
Douglas,  July  15,  686. 


risons 

Commissionership — Date  of  tilling  vacancy 
— Appointment  of  Civil    Servant  of 
Practicil  Experience. 
Q.  Mr.  Malcolm  ;  A.  Mr.  Cochrane, 
July  20,  1149. 

Prison    Commissioner — Date  of  appoint- 
ment of  successor  to  Lieut.- Col. Garsia. 
Q.    Mr.  Tennant ;    A.   Mr.  Akers 
Douglas,  July  16,  851. 

rivy  Council  Appeal 

see  Irish  Land  Bill. 

provided  Schools 

see  London  Education  Bill. 

•ublic  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 
Regulations  made  by  Irish  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  as  to  issue  of  stock  by 

Urban  Authorities,  July  16y  819. 
Date  of  Introduction, 


Documents  of  not  sufficient  value  to 
justify  Preservation.  Schedule  Pre- 
sented. July  10,  271,  306  ;  July  17, 
975,  1025. 


Eedesdale,  Lord 
Motor  Cats    Bill 
1266. 


(Committee),    July   21, 


Q- 


Sir  A.  Hickman  ; 
July  8,  6. 


A.  Mr.  W.  Lang 


tiblic  Holidays 

Allowances  to  Officials  on   Piece- Work,  j 

Granting  of,  proposed. 

Q.  Sir  A.  Agnew ;  A.  Mr.  Elliot,  j 

July  14,  566.  I 

\ 

ublic  Offices  (Dublin)  Bill  I 

J.  1B.#  July  V,  128. 

I.  2R.#  Com.*  July  17,  1020.  j 

upil  Teachers 

set  Education,  Board  of — Teachers. 

iuartennaster-General. 

See  War  Office. 

jueen  Victoria  Memorial. 

Preparation  of  site  of,  date  of  completion 
of  Work,  etc.,  July  21,  1320. 

Railways. 

Accidents — Returns  Presented,  July  21, 
1249,  1297. 

Rates  and  Charges.  Preferential  Rates 
for  foreign  Produce.  Inclusion  in 
inquii 


eign 
Liry  of  question  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  Bonar  Law, 


July  8,  22. 

tasch,  Major  Sir  Frederic  [Essex,  Chelms- 
ford]. 

Aldersbot,  Parade  at — Army  Corps  in 
South  Africa — Question  of  Reserves, 
Ju'y  16,  925. 

Pensions.  John  Devine,  late  2nd  Dragoon 
Guards,  Case  of  —  Application  for 
pension  refused,  July  S0f  1141. 
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I  Redmond,  Mr.  John  [Waterford] 

!      .  Irish  Land  Bill  ((7o»Mni«c«),  July  8,  43, 63, 
54,  111 ;  July  17,  1041,  1072. 

3R.,  July  21,  1322. 

Training  Colleges  in  Ireland,  July  20, 121 1 

Redmond,  Mr.  William  (Clare,  East) 

Australian  Commonwealth  and  Foreign 
Governments. — Agreement  of  South 
Australian  Government  to  arrange- 
ment that  on  matters  relating  to 
Foreign  Governments,  the  Common- 
wealth Government  should  be  con- 
sulted, July  9, 149. 

Clare  Co.,  Absence  of  Crime  in — With- 
drawal of  proclamation  under 
Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  (Ireland) 
Act,  proposed,  July  8,  26. 

Irish  Gold  Ornaments — Transference  to 
Dublin  Museum,  in  view  of  the 
decision  as  to  their  being  the  property 
of  the  Crown,  July  8,  30. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  July  8, 11, 84, 

113,  116;  July  17,  1057. 
Limerick,  Fair  Rente  in — Cause  of  Delay 

in  Fixing,  July  21,  1298. 

Naval  Works  BUI,  July  10,  359,  369. 

Penalisation  of  Former  Political  Prisoners, 
July  20,  1243. 

Schoolhouses  in  Ireland,  Suggested  Im- 
provement of,  July  20,  1212. 

•  Tobacco-growing  in  Ireland,  Plea  for  en- 
couragement of,  July  20,  1214. 

Reid,  Sir  Robert  (Dumfries  Burghs) 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  13,  420, 
423,  436,  442,  449,  453,  467,  491,  495, 
497,  500 ;  July  22,  1516,  1520,  1524, 
1530. 

Religions  Instruction. 
see  Education,  Board  of 

Remnant,  Mr.  James  (Finsbury,  Holborn) 
Locomotives  for  Canada,  Orders  placed  in 
Glasgow    for— Reason    for   securing 
orders,  July  18,  400. 

Remount  Department 
see  War  Office. 

Renshaw,  Sir  Gtaxtoa  v^sb&ww  ^  :\ 

and  Xm*xifcNv«i*»  TOW  Jj*J  ***  w  * 

1       3S  *  * 


Rev-Bit] 


INDEX. 
July  6— July  22. 


[Va 


Revenue  and  Expenditure 

Imperial  Revenue — Collectioa  and  Expen- 
diture— Return  Presented,  July  15, 
685. 

Rhodesia 

Southern  Rhodesia,  Indian  Labour  for— 
Proposal  of  Government  of  Southern 
Rhodesia,  Attitude  of  Indian  Govern- 
ment towards. 

Q.  SirT.  Dewar;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, July  22,  1441. 

Ribbleedale,  Lord 

Motor-Care  Bill  {Committee)  July  11  %  1008  ; 
July  21,  1205,  1285,  1288,  1289. 

Richards,  Mr.  H.  C  (Finsbury,  E.) 

Rock  Angus  Lighthouse,  Condition  of— 
Arrangement  for  Lighting  of,  pro- 
posed, July  9,  145. 

Ridley,  Mr.  White  (Stalybridge) 

Trade  Statistics— Statistics  with  regard  to 
Cotton,  Woollen  and  Iron  Goods— Re- 
turn requested,  July  8. 

Rifle  Ranges 

Addreas  for  Return,  Presented,  Julu  16, 
841. 

Distribution  of  sum  allocated  for  Volunteer 
Rifle  Ranges,  Manner  of 
Q.  Earlof  Dartmouth ;  A.  Earl  of 
Hardwicke,  July  17,  1019. 

Porthcawl  Rifle  Range— Utilisation  of,  for 
field-firing 

Q.    Mr.  Fuller ;  A.    Lord  Stanley, 
July  10,  861. 

lie  turn  of   number  of,  position,  number 
closed  during    1902,    number  opened, 
etc.,  proposed 
Q.    Mr.  C.Warner;    A.   Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  July  14,  570. 

Ripon,  Marquess  of 

India  and  the  South  African  Garrison- 
Proposal  to  place  portion  of  cost  of, 
on  Revenues  of  India — Inconsistency 
of  Proposal  with  principles  guiding 
financial  relations  between  Great 
Britain  and  India— danger  to  Indian 
finances— doubtful  benefits  of  scheme 
— Opinions  of  Indian  Press — Papers 
moved  for,  July  20,  1094. 

Local  Government  (Transfer  of  Powers 
Bill,  Jiffy  9,  131,  132,  133. 

Motor-Cars  Bill  (Committee)  July  17, 
1015. 

Preferential  Tariffs,  July  10,  293. 

Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon-  C- T.,  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  [Croydon] 

Ad  valorem  Stamp  Duty  on  Authorised 
Capital— Practice  with  regard  to  im- 
position of,  similar  in  England  and 
Ireland..  July  10,  307. 

Hritish  Investment*  AbtoaA  8juA¥owv\gsv 
Investments  m Great  Ttivtata,  J ul\j  -20, 
1143. 


Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C  T-—  amt 

Brussels  Sugar  Convention— Dnt 
levied  on  Sugar  after  Sept.  1 
vision  in  Sugar  Convention 
alteration  of  duties,  but  for 
tion  of  sugar  imnoruti 
countries  giving  bounties— C 
of  origin  of  sugar  under  con* 
etc.,  July  9,  151. 

Corn  Duty — Result  to  Farmer? 
1302. 

Glucose  —  Rebate  allowed  on 
glucose  and  refused  to  glue 
Facturers  in  this  country,  /* 

Government  Departments  —  < 
to  consider  position  and  d 
Formation  of  Committee  c 
July  16,  867. 

Imports  of  Fish  and  Diamoi 
publication  of  value  of,  i 
statistics,  Reason  for  oniis 
8,  19. 

Income  Tax. 

Appeals  Ireland— Proposed 
instructions  for  hearing  1 
in  absence  of  previous 
July  8,  29. 

Collections  in  Scotland  - 
grievances  as  to  time  an 
of  collection,  July  13,  4 

Return*. 

Issue  to  Landowners  0 
claim  for  exemption 
ment    of     Income 
necessity  to  fill  in  d 
H,  565. 

Pi  oposed  simplification* 
Recent  revision  ai 
fication  of  form,  an 
explanatory  Mem 
July  8,  23. 

Inland  Revenue  v.  McDonnell,  C 

Amount  of  Coots,  July  IS,  3 

Assessment  of  Income— Grc 
making  such  assessment 
390. 

Rebates  under  the  Finance  Ad 
land,  Claims  under  exan 
Payment  of,  at  early  dafc 
144.  J 

Sinking  Fund— Estimated  Arao 
devoted  to,  in  Year  1903-4, 1 
Amount  to  be  Spent  ob 
Account,  July  ?jt  1313. 

Tobacco-growing  in  Ireland,  Juh 

Trade  to  East  African  Prot< 
Proposed  Subsidisation  ol 
%V*»,\y\sAvv\}s  Trading  with  E* 
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Roberts,  Mr.  Herbert  [Denbighshire,  W.]      j  Rosslyn,  Earl  of 

Motor  Cars  Bill,  July  14,  535. 


Assam. 

Coolie  Riot,  Cause  o',  July  22,  1444.     ' 

Excise   Administration  —  Report   of 
Inquiry,    Communicating    Infor-  j 
niation  to  House  Wore  the  Close 
of  the  Session,  July  15,  597.  ' 

London  Education  Bill,  July  15,  779.  | 

Madras  Workhouse  —  Location  within  ' 
Precincts  of  the  Presidency  Gaol.  | 
View  of  Government  of  India  on  ' 
Arrangement,  July  20,  1433.  I 


I' 


Robertson,  Mr.  Edmund  [Dundee] 

German  Commercial  Treaty  —  Papers 
relative  to  Denunciation  of  Com- 
mercial Treaty — Reason  for  their  not 
being  presented,  July  13,  403. 

Naval  Works  Bill,  July  10,  330,  369. 

Rosyth— Powers  of  Compulsory  Purchase  [  Ronmania 
Conferred   on    Admiralty   by  Naval  '         rn— J- 
Works  Act,  1895 — Respect  in  which 
Defective— Estimate  of  Cost  in  Case 
of  Rosyth,  July  15,  695. 

South  African  Ganison — Expenditure  per  ' 
Week  for  Maintenance  of,  July  13,  I 


Motor  Cars  Bill  {Committee),  July  17,  982, 
985,  1000,  1001,  1003,  1011,  1014,  1017 ; 
July  21,  1257,  1268. 

Rosyth 

Naval  Works  Bill,  see  that  title. 

Powers  of  compulsory  purchase  conferred 
on  Admiralty  by  Naval  Works  Act, 
1895— Respect  in  which  defective- 
Estimate  of  cost  in  case  of  Rosyth. 

<?.     Mr.    E.    Robertson;    A.    Mr. 
Pretyman,  July  15,  695. 

Rothesay  Corporation  Order  Confirmation 


c.    Ordered,  July  22, 1429. 


iobertson,  Mr.  Herbert  [Hackney,  S.] 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  July  17, 1060.  \ 

(3R.),  July  21,  1364.  | 

London  Education  Bill,  July  15,  740.  ; 

London  Education  —  Election  of  New  j 
Authority,  Arrangements  with  regard  • 
to,  July  13,  393. 

toche,  Mr.  John  [Galway,  E.] 

Derrygoolin,  Woodford,  Lord  Clanricarde's 
Tenants  at— Notices  to  Quit  served  on 
— Amount  of  Rent  Due  on  Date  of 
Service-  -Reason  for  Service,  July  16, 
868. 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  July  17,  1058. 


Trade. 

Appointment  of  Trade  experts  to  safe- 
guard British  interests,  proposed, 
Q.    Mr.  Hoult;  v*.   Lord  Cran- 
borne,  July  22,  1446. 

Negotiations    with   German   Govern- 
ment for  new  Commercial  Treaty 
—Decrease  in  British  Trade  with 
Roumania,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.  Hoult;  A.   Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  July  16,  866. 

Royal  and  Parliamentary  Burghs 

see  Licensing  Act  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill. 


I 


Rochester   Corporation   Tramways   and 
Improvements  Bill 

/.  Rep.*  July  16,  839. 

tolleston,  Sir  John  [Leicester] 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee)  July  8,  116; 
July  17,  1058. 

romford  and  District  Tramways  Bill 
/.  3R.'  July  20,  1093. 

opner,  Col.  Sir  Robert  [Stockton] 

Merchant  Seamen — Number  sent  Home — 
Cost  of  Repatriation  in  years  1898- 
1903— Return  Proposed,  July  22, 1435. 

rosebery,  Earl  of 

Military  Lands  Bill,  July  21,  1254. 
Motor  Cars  Bill    (Committee),    July    17. 
998;  July  11,  1259,  i20O,  1263,   1269, 
1274,  1-276,  128.5. 
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Royal  Military  College 

Cadets  Training  after  leaving  College, 
Arrangements  for  continuation  of,  and 
obviating  delay  in  gazetting. 

Q.     Captain  Norton  ;  A.    Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  July  21,  1305. 

Runciman,  Mr.  Walter  [Dewsbury] 

Cotton  Goods,  Exports  of  Cotton  Piece 
Goods  in  1872,  1902,  July  16,  849. 

Old  Ships— Transference  of  old  ships  from 
British  Ownership  to  Foreign  Flags — 
Number  transferred  during  years 
1875-1902,  July  20, 1134. 

Russell,  Earl 

Motor  Cars  Bill  {Committee),  July  21  % 
1264,  1267,  1286. 

Russell,  Mr.  T.  W.  [Tyrone,  S.] 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee)  July  8,  36, 
58,  62,  92,  95,  108,  111  ;  July  17,  1030, 
1032,  1033,  1042,  1043, 1044, 1056,  1064, 
1082.  1083,  1084. 

(3R)  July  21,  1347. 
Bankrupt  ON<rt\feT^\}*2**\£>  ^\0&»xS*cr5*jfc» 
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Russell,  Mr.  T.  W.-conf. 
Irish  Land  Bill— con/. 
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Sale  of  Marquess  of  Ely's  Estate, 
Provision  for  Sales  being  made  at 
place  of  owner's  choice,  July  16, 
869. 


/ 


Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  13,  444. 

Marlborough  Street  Training  College 
(Dublin),  Condition  of  buildings  of, 
July  20,  1168. 

National  Education  in  Ireland— Position 
of  the  National  Board—  Management 
of  training  colleges,  July  30, 1196. 

Sadler,  Mr. 

Resignation  oi—see  Education,  Board  of. 

Sadler,  Col  &  A.  [Middlesborough] 

Smallpox  —  Isolation  or  Vaccination  of 
Persons  ex{>osed  to  infection— Issue 
of  Order  with  regard  to,  proposed, 
July  SI,  1300. 

St  Philip's  Chapel  (Regent  Street)  Bill 

c.  3R.*  July  SO,  1130. 

ffoffliiftl,  Mr.  Harry  [Tower  Hamlets,  Lime- 
house] 
London  Education  Bill,  July  15,  728. 

Samuel,  Mr.  H.  S.  [Yorkshire,  Cleveland] 
Foreign    Countries,    Imports    from,    into 

British   Possessions,   Total  value  of, 

July  16,  849. 
Imports  and  Exports,  Increase  of,  during 

first    half-year    of     1903  —  Average 

annual  increase  during  periods  1873- 

1882,  etc.,  July  10,  308. 
Iron    and    Steel     Ex  port?*— Weight    and 

value  of,  in  each  half-year  of   1901, 

1902,  19)3,    July  1$,  666. 

London  Education  Bill,  July  15,  777. 

Non-Kesident  Out-door  Relief— Ren  J  ering 
Distribution  of  non-resident  ont-door 
relief  obligator}*,  proposed,  July  15, 
687. 

Saunderson,  Colonel  [Armagh,  8.] 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  July  8,  39. 
(3R.)  July  i>l,  1329. 

Savings'  Bank 

Depo  its  in  Great  Britain  and  Abroad— 
Amount  deposited  per  head  of  the 
population. 

Q.     Mr.    Markhain;    A.     Mr.    G. 
Balfour,  July  15,  688. 

Ireland — Accounts  of  Savings'  Bank  kept 
in  London — Advantages  of  arrange- 
ment. 

Q.    Mr.   Lundon ;    A.   Mr.   Austen 
Chamberlain,  July  13,  413. 

Tost  Office  and  Trustee  Savings'  Banks- 
Number  of  Bank*,  number  of  de- 
positors in  England  and  Ireland 
respectively — Facilities  in  England 
and  Ireland. 

Q.  Mr.  Lundon  ;  A.  Vlx.  YAWot,  July 
J4,  57H. 


School  Board 

See  London  Education  Bill. 

Schools. 

Schools  above  Ordinary  Limits  of  Ai 
modation.        Places    at   which 
tioned,  Numbers  of  Scholars,  eH 
which  sanction  given. 

Q.  Sir.   J.  Gorst;  A.  SirW.i 
July  IS,  393. 


"  Schooner  " 

see  Licensing    Acts  (Scotland)  Con 
tion  and  Amendment  Bill. 

Scotland. 

Allotments,  Returns,  Presented,  J\ 

686. 
Bonos,  Allocation  of. 
Os.  Mr.  Dewar,  July  9,  267. 

Congested    Districts    Board,  Purdi 
Land  by. 
Os.  Mr.  Dewar,  July  S,«7. 

County  Councils  Clerks  acting  as  ] 
mentary    Agents — Comroonieat 
County  Councils  with  view  to  I 
tiouing  Practice,  proposed. 
Qs.  Mr.   Pirie  ;  As.  Mr.  S.  D* 
Mr.  G.    Murray,  July  9 
July  IS,  407. 
Fishery  Industry. 
Os.  Mr.  Dewar,  July  9,  268. 

Fishing  Boats,  Crew  Space  on— Dedo 
for  Sanitary  Accommodation. 
Q.  Mr.  Black;    A.  Mr.G.ft 
July  20,  1133. 
Forth  and  Clyde  Canal — Considers* 
question  of  Enlarging  the  Fori 
Clyde  Canal,  Publication  of  He] 
Cost  and  Time    Required  for 
proposed. 
Qs.     Mr.   Pirie;       Am.    Mr. 
Balfour,  July  13,  414 ;  J 
702. 

Highland  Crofters  and  Cottars,  Co 

of. 

Os.  Mr.  Dewar,  July  9,  267. 
Highland  Deer  Forests,  Knlargenie 

Introducing     Legislation     to 

Extension  of  Deer    Forest  an 

posed. 

Qs.  Mr.  Weir;  As.  Mr. 
Balfour,  July  9,  159. 
Income  Tax  Collections — Consider 
Time  and  Method  of  Collect 
Committee  on  Income  Tax  -  E< 
tion  of  System  in  EngUr 
Scotland,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  TVf'Crae;    A.     Mr.   : 
July  IS,  404. 
see  Licensing  Acta   (Scotland)   Co: 

tion  and  Amendment  Bill. 
Local  Government  Officials — Parti* 
in  Political   Contests — Callini 
tion  of  County   Councils   to 
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Scotland— <-owf. 

Loch  broom,  Ross-shire — Cruise  of  Train- 
li  ing  Vessel  to,  during  present  summer. 

Q.  Mr.   Weir ;  A,  Mr.  Pretyman, 
July  8,  14. 

r         New  Naval  Base  on  Firth  of  Forth. 

Examination  of  Forth  and  Clyde 
Canal  with  view  to  enlargement, 
July  8,  14. 

see  also  Naval  Works  Bill. 

Physical  Training— Recommendation  of 
Royal  Commission  as  to  adding 
medical  experts  to  inspecting  staff  of 
Scotch  Education  Department — 
Decision  with  regard  to  carrying  out 
of. 

Q.    Mr.     Harmsworth ;    A.     Mr. 
G.  Murray,  July  13,  389. 

Telegraphic  Delays — Brdakages  of  Wires 
during   gale  —  Length   of   delay  in 
transmission. 
Q.    Sir  J.   Leng;  A.   Mr.   Austen 
Chamberlain,  July  13,  406. 

Scottish -American  Mortgage  Company, 
Limited,  Bill 

c.  Con,*  July  10,  303. 
e.  3r.*  July  14,  662. 

8cottiah  Central  Electric  Power  Bill 
L  Rep.*  July  14,511. 
I.  3r.*  July  21,  1247. 
c.  1b.#  July  21,  1296. 

Scottish  Episcopal  Clergy  Widows  and 
Orphans  Fund  Confirmation  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  July  20,  1130. 
c  \R.*  July  20,  1130. 

Scottish   Ontario    and    Manitoba   Land 
Company  Bill. 

c.  2r.#  Com.0  July  15,  685. 

Scunthorpe  Urban  District  Water  Bill. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1245. 

Secondary  Education. 
see  Education,  Board  of. 

Secondary  Schools. 

see  London  Education  Bill. 

Seely,  Mr.  C  H.  [Lincoln]. 

Food  Imports  from  the  Colonies  and  Foreign 
Countries— Total  value  of,  value  of 
home  supply,  July  22,  1434. 

Seely,  Major  J.  E.  B.  [Isle  of  Wight]. 

Army  Corns  in  South  Africa,  Question  of— 
Probable  expenditure,  July  16,  055. 

Military  Works  (Consolidated  Fund),  Jtdy 
21,  1388. 

Quick-firing  Guns  for  issue  to  Royal  Hone 
and  Field  Artillery — Decision  as  to 
pattern— Date  of  commencing  manu- 
iactuip,  etc.,  July  14,  575. 
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Seely,  Major  J.  E.  K—cont. 


South  African  War  Medals — Cause  of 
Delay  in  distribution  of— Despatch  of 
medals  to  officers  commanding  units, 
for  engraving  and  distribution  pro- 
posed, July  14,  572. 

Selborne,  Lord 

India  and  the  South  African  Garrison — 
Proposal  to  place  portion  of  coat  of,  on 
Revenues  of  India— Contribution  of 
India  to  Naval  Expenditure — Present 
policy,  the  work  of  the  Committee  of 
Defence,  July  20,  1120. 

ShAW,  Mr.  T.  F.  [Stafford]. 

First  South  Staffordshire  Regiment — Home 
Service  for,  proposed,  July  22,  1430. 

Shaw,  Mr.  Thomas  [Hawick  Burghs]. 
Naval  Works  Bill,  July  10,  347. 

Shaw  Stewart,  Mr.  [Renfrew,  £.] 

Licencing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  IS,  511 ; 
July  22,  1532,  153a 

Prepared  Medicines,  Government  Stamp 
on — Regulation  of  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  with  regard  to — Notification 
of,  to  Chemists,  July  8,  9. 

Shebeening 

see  Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill. 

Sheehan,  Mr.  D.  D.  [Cork  Co ,  Mid.] 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  July  8,  40. 

Sheem 

Courthouse. 

Insanitary  Condition  of,  Necessitating 
Adjournment   of   Court — Repair 
proposed. 
Q.      Mr.      Boland  ;     A.     Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  20,  1151. 

Inspection     of,    refused     by    Petty 
Sessions  Clerk,  alleged. 
Q.     Mr.      Boland;      A.     Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  20,  1151. 

Sheerness 

see  Naval  Works  Bill. 

Sheffield  and  South  Yorkshire  Navigation 
Bill 

e.  3R.#  July  9,  133. 

/.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1246. 

Sheffield  Corporation  Bill 
/.  Com.*  July  /*,  918. 
I  Com.*  July  21,  1247. 

Shipman,  Dr.  J-  Q-  (Northampton) 
Vivisection. 
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Shipman,  Dr.  J. 

Vivisection — < 
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Licences,  Violation  of  Conditions  of — 
Number  of  Cases  of— Enforce- 
ment of  Criminal  Proceedings, 
July  16,  852. 

Ships 

Old   Ships  —  Transference  of  Old  Ship* 

from  British  Ownership   to  Foreign 

Flags  — -  Number    iransf erred  during 

years  1875-1902. 

Q.    Mr.    Runciman ;    A.    Mr.    G. 

Balfour,  July20,\\U. 

Shropshire  and  Worcestershire  Electric 
Power  Bill- 

c.  2r.*  Cam.*  July  13,  385. 

Sidmouth,  Viscount 

Presentation  of  Wild  Animals  in  Central 
Africa— Carrying  out  of  Terms  of 
Convention — Co-operation  with  other 
Governments,  July  13,  376. 

Simon's  Dock 

see  Naval  Works  Bill. 

Sinclair,  Captain  J.  [Forfar] 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland;  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  13,  429, 
456,505. 

Sinclair,  M  L-  [Essex,  Romford] 

Chinese  Mails— Conveyance  of  by  Trans- 
Siberian  Route,  proposed,  J  my  16,  848. 

Skewes-Cox,  Mr.  T.  [Surrey,  Kingston] 

London  Printing  Trade  Dispute — Refusal 
of  Board  of  Trade  to  intervene, 
alleged,  July  21,  1316. 

Sligo 

Extra  Police,  Cost  of.  Application  of 
Government  to  County  Council  for 
Payment  of  —  Means  for  relieving 
Ratepayers  of  Payment  of  additional 
tax. 

Qs.  Mr.  O'Dowd;  As.  Mr.  Wynd- 
hain,  July  16,  868;  July  20, 
1153. 

Sloan,  Mr.  T-  H.  [Belfast,  S.] 
Belfast 

Donegal  Street,  Disturbance  in— In- 
adequate Police  Force,  alleged, 
July  20,  1138. 

Greencaistle,  Erection  of  Arch  in— 
Interference  of  Sergeant  of  Royal 
Constabulary,  Authority  for 
action,  July  20,  J 138. 

Education  in  Ireland — Condition  of  School  - 
houses  -  Management  of  Training. 
Colleges,  July  20,  \  190. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  July  17, 1058. 

Smallpox 

Persons  exposed  to  infection,  Isolation  or 
Vaccination  oc — Issue  of  Order  with 
regard  to,  proposed. 
0.    Co\one\  Sad\w,   A.   ^Vt.   \Y. 
Long,  July  21,  \m. 
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Smith,  Mr.  H-  C    [Northumberland,  1 

tide] 

American  All  -  Rail  Export  Rate 
Wheat  per  100  lbe.  noni  Chkag 
Milwaukee  during  1900  and  19 
Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia 
Montreal  and  Baltimore  —  An 
of,  July  IS,  689. 

American  Railway  Freight  on  W 
Extent  of,  Redaction  of  during  I 
Companies  by  which  made,  Jul$ 

Smith,  Mr.  Parker  [Lanarkshire,  Part 

licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolid 

and  Amendment  Bill,  July  IS, 

462,  469,  500,  504,  506  ;  July  21, 

July  22,  1525. 

Smith,  Mr.  W.  F.  D.  [Strand,  Westmu 
London  Education  Bill,  July  14,  665. 

Soames,  Mr.  A,  W.  [Norfolk,  S.] 
Fiscal    Inquiry  —  Conclusion   of,  d 
present    Session — Communicate 
Result  of,  July  13,  415. 

Soames,  Mr.  E.  [Devon,  Barnstaple] 

Fiscal  Inquiry.  Inclusion  within  see 
Inauiry  of  Question  of  Effect 
British  Agriculture  of  propose* 
crease  in  price  of  Corn,  July  8, 21 
London  Education  Bill,  July  15,  811 
North  Devon  Volunteers  —  Reducti 
number  of  Recruits,  alleged 
creasing  Camp  Allowances,  proj 
July  16,  861. 

Pauper     Funeral— Interment     of 
washed    ashore    at    Melford    I 
Devon — Payment  of  extra  charg 
Overseers  at  Hartland,  July  y,  1 

Somaliland 

Grant  in  Aid,  1902-1903 — Amount  of 
Q.  Mr.  J.    Ellis  ;    A.    Lord  < 
borne,  July  16,  843. 

Military  Expedition. 

British  and  Native  Losses. 
Q.   Mr.   Piiie  ;    A.   Mr.    Bra 
July  13,  397. 

Field  Force— Despatches  relati 
operations  of — Presented,  J\ 
1094,  1131. 

General        Manning's        despa 

decision    of    Government   i 

future  policy,  communicatu 

to  House — Cost  of  Operatkn 

Qs.    Mr.    Dillon  ;       A*. 

Stanley,  July  20,  114< 

Trade  of —Value  of  Impot  ts  anil  R 
for  1903. 

Q.    Mr.   J.    Ellis;    A.  Lord 
borne,  July  16,  843. 

see  War  Office. 


Somerset  and  District    Electric  I 
Bill. 


\ 
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Snakim  —  Berber  Railway — Construction 
of,  Consideration  of  Project.  j 

Q.   Mr.  Harwood ;  A.  Lord  Cran-  I    Southport 
borne,  July  9,  139. 


South  Lancashire  Tramways  Bill 

/.  ZR.*  July  16,  839. 


outh  Africa,  Troops  in 

see  Military  Works  (Consolidated  Fund). 

outh  African  Garrison 
see  War  Office. 

outh  African  Settlement 
British  Garrison. 

Charge  on  Indian  Revenue  for  Main- 
tenance of— Consent  of  Indian 
Government  to  propos-il— Laying 
Correspondence  on  Table,  pro- 
poned. 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan ;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  July  20,  1136. 

Expenditure  per  Week  for  Mainten- 
ance of. 
Q.     Mr.    E.    Robertson ;    A.    Mr. 
Brodrick,  July  13,  398. 

India's  Contribution  to  Maintenance 
of — Consul t  itiou  with  Secretary 
of  State  and  Council— Attitude 
of,  towards  proposed  Contribu- 
tion—Laying Minutes  of  Coun- 
cil on  Table,  proposed. 
Q,    Sir  M.    Bhownaggrce  ;    A. 
Lord  G.  Hamilton,  July  21, 
1433. 

Linked  —  Battalion    System  —  State- 
ment of  Policy  with  regard  to,  on 
War  Office  Vote. 
Qs.    Sir    C.   Dilke;    As.    Mr. 
Brodrick,  July  16,  862. 

outh  African  War 
Medals 

Delay  in  distribution    of,  Cause  of. 

Despatch    of   medals    to   officers 

commanding  units,  for  engraving 

and  distribution,  proposed. 

Q.  Major  Seely  ;  lird  Stanley, 

July  14,  572. 

Royal  Scots  Fusiliers,  2nd  Battalion, 
Melals  not  yet  distributed  to, 
cxiise  of  delay,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Pine;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
July  15,  693. 

Return  Home  of  Regiments  having  served 
through  South  African  War. 

Q.  Sir  A.  Hickman  ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, July  16,  856. 

Royal  Commission  Report,  Date  of  pub- 
lication. 
Q.  Mr.    Pine;    A.      Mr.     A.     J. 
Balfour,  July  16,  869. 

outhampton  Harbour  Board 
/,  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1245. 

outh-Bastern,  and    London,    Chatham, 

and  Dover  Railways  Bill 
•     c.  2k.*  CornS  July  14,  562. 
c.  Rep.*  July  21,  J 295. 
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Performance  of  Band    of    1st    Battalion 
Gordon    Highlanders    stopped     at — 
Authority  for  action. 
Q.  Mr.  M.  Hall ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Jvly  16,  957. 

South  Shields  Corporation  Bill 
I.  Com.*  July  14,  518. 

South  Staffordshire  Tramways  Bill 


/.  3R.«  July  10,  270. 
r.  1b*  July  10,  305. 

3R.*  Com.*  July  20,1130. 

South  Staffordshire  Regiment,  1st 

Home  Service  for,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.   Shaw ;  A .  Mr.   Brodrick,  July 
22,  1439. 

Speaker— /ft.  Hon.  W.  C.  Gutley  [Carlisle] 

Bills. 

Amendments  must  be  taken  in  order, 
July  14,  616. 

Amendments  ruled  out  of  order, 
proposed,  July  14,  593,  594,  658. 

Amendment — Discussion  must  be  con- 
fined to  subject  of,  July  22,  1553. 

Clause  in  Order,  Omission  of  a,  July 
13,  441. 

Discussions  on  Amendments  to  be 
raised  later  are  ruled  out  of  order, 
July  14,  604. 

General  Debate  on  every  Amendment, 
Protest  against,  July  14,  657. 

Improper  Observations,  Attention 
drawn  to,  July  21,  1410;  July 
22,  1530. 

Irrelevant  Remarks,  Attention  drawn 
to,  July  17,  1057,  1058. 

Irrelevant  Remarks,  Attention  drawn 
to,  July  22,  1481. 

Matters  not  on  Bill— It  is  undesirable 
to  discuss,  July  10,  329. 

Seco-  d  Reading  Speech,  upon  a  motion 
to  postpone  the  date  upon  which 
Bill  is  to  come  into  operation, 
cannot  be  made,  July  15,  746. 

Statement  of  New  Clauses,  July  14, 

587,  588. 
Ten  Minutes  Rule. 

Transgression  of,  July  20,  1166. 
1167. 

Limit 8  exceeded  by  Hon.  Member 
in  Introducing  Patriotic  Fund 
Bill,  July  20,  1166,  1167. 

Third  Readuv",  ^T&fcxVs^  ^  ^^''^Ix 
utfsote  \n\Jy&v  *<*!&&.  Wo*  ^^J**** 


Spe— Stej 
Speaker— cont. 


liSDJbJL 
July  $—Jtdy  22. 


INoLI 


m 


Parliamentary  Procedure— Votes  and  Pro- 
ceedings —  Alleged  erroneous  entry, 
the  Chairman  having  acted  contrary 
to  the  Regulation  of  Standing  Order 
No.  30,  July  Itf,  802. 

Patiiotic  Fund  Bill— Bill  put  down  for  day 
allotted  to  Supply  Explanation,  July 
20,  1163. 

Spear,  Mr.  J.  W.  [Devonshire,  Tavistock.] 
London  Education  BUI,  July  14,  028. 

Spencer,  Earl 

India  and  the  South  African  Gtrrison — 
Proposal  to  place  portion  of  cost  of,  on 
Revenues  of  India — Effect  on  Army 
Expenditure  if  Scheme  be  carried  into 
effect — Opinion  of  Council  of  India 
and  Viceroy  and  Indian  Council — 
Necessity  of  having  papers  relative  to, 
July  20,  1122. 

Military  Lands  Bill,  July  21,  1255. 

Motor-Cars  Bill,  July  U,  542. 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  July  17, 982» 
997,  1019,  July  21,  1282. 

"  Staffordshire." 

Mock      Courts- Martial      held     on      the 
"  Staffordshire,"  alleged. 
Q.    Mr.    S.    MacNeill;      A.    Mr. 
Brodrick,  July  16,  861. 

Stanley*  Lord — Financial    Secretary  to    the 
War  Office  [Lancashire,  Westhoughton]. 

Army. 

Army  Corps  in  South  Africa.  July  16, 
955. 

( )mcers. 

Married  Non  •  Comimnsioned 
Officers  and  Officers  detached 
from  their  regimen  r  s— Refusal 
of  option  of  money  in  lieu  of 
Rations,  &c,  July  16,  856. 

Retired  Officers— Employment  of. 
Declaration  required  from 
officer  on  retired  pay  to  the 
effect  that  he  holds  no 
position  of  profit— Grounds 
for  regulation,  July  14,  574. 

Pensions — John  Devine,  late  2nd 
Dragoon  Guards,  Case  of— Grant, 
of  permanent  peosion,  July  "20, 
1141. 

Quick-firing  guns  fur  issue  to  Royal 
Horse  and  Field  Artillery — 
Decision  as  to  pattern  of  gun  not 
yet  arrived  at,  July  14,  575. 

Rations,  July  16,  966. 

Damaged  Tin  Rations,  inquiry 
into  "cause  of  damage—War 
Office  Stock  of  tinned  meat, 
amount  of — Examination  of 
Stock,  July  U,  5T1. 
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Stanley,  Lord— cont. 

Army — cont. 

Rations — cont. 

Pretoria — Condemned  Bit 
— Rations  supplied  bi 
firm  aa  those  condem 
Pretoria ;  condemned 
vious  occasion  since 
Name  of  firm,  July  16 

Remount  Department,  July  16, 9$ 

Griffin,  James,  late  Royal  Garriso 
ment  —  Army  Pension  not 
granted  to,  July  8,  1& 

Indian  Army  —  Yonng  Officer? 
Regiments  in  India  —  Embi 
of,  daring  trooping  season  onl 
15, 094.  * 

Military  Works  (Consolidated  Fw 
21,  1394. 

Porthcawl  Rifle  Range) — Utilisa 
for  field- firing,  July  16,  861. 

Somaliland  Military  Expedition- 
Manning's  Despatches  to  be 
early  date,  July  SO,  1140. 

South  African  War  Medals— O 
delay  in  distribution  of,  etc,  . 
572. 

Vantyen,  J.  C,  Boer  Prisoner  of 
Sentence  pass«xl  on,  comple 
term  of  imprisonment—  Offe 
which  sentenced,  July  9,  147. 

Stanmore,  Lord 

Motor  Care  Bill  (Committee),  July 
Statistical  Abstracts 

Foreign  Countries —Date  of  issue. 
Q.  Sir  H.   Fowler;    A.    Mr.    I 
July  8,  7. 

United  Kingdom—Date  of  issue. 
Q.  Sir  H.  Fowler ;  A.  Mr.  B.  La 

8,1. 

Steamers 

Coasting  Steamers — Steamers  alio 
navigate  round  United  K 
without  certificated  Officers  on 
— Legislation  with  regard  to  g 
compensation  for  accident*  ° 
from  carelessness  of  unq 
Officers. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Leng  ;  A.  1 
Balfour,  July  IS,  390. 

Steamship  Subsidies 

Trade  to  East  African  Protect 
Recommendation  of  H.M.  G 
sioners  with  regard  to  Subsid 
of  British  Steamships  tradin 
Ea$»t  -A  frican  Protectorate. 
Q.  Mr.  Orr-fiwmg  ;  A. 
^SteVfe,  J«&£  «QV  1135. 
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[Ste— Sup 


'ievenson,  Mr.  F.  S.  [Suffolk,  Eye.] 

British  Cemetery  at  Corfu— Agreement 
with  Hellenic  Government  relative  to 
transfer  of  I h>  iies  lo  new  cemetery — 

i  Laying  on  Table  of,  proposed,  July  9, 

,  150. 

>  Crete,  Government  of,  Report  of  High 
Commissioner  on  judicial,  adnrinistra- 

i  and  fiscal  departments— Communica- 

tion to  House,  proposed,  July  9,  150. 

tewart,  Sir  Mark  [Kirkcudbrightshire] 

Licencing  Act*  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  IS,  425. 
438,  454,  506. 

tirling  Maxwell,  Sir  J.  [Glasgow,  College] 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill  July  13,  431, 
433, 503,  507  ;  July  21,  1419  ;  July  22, 
1524,  1529. 

ttrabane  and  Letterkenny  Bailway  Bill 

/.  2R.S  July  14,  517. 
/.  CWf.*  July  14,  518. 

trachey,  Sir  Edward  [Somerset,  S.] 

Employment  of  Children  Bill,  July  22, 
1555. 

tratford. 

Vaccination      Exemption     Certificates- 
Number  of  applications  for,  during 
last  twelve  months,  number  granted. 
Q.      Mr    Weir;    A.      Mr.    Akers 
Douglas,  July  8,  3. 

agar  Bounties 

Brussels  Permanent  Commission — Decision 
with  regard  to  Kates  on  Russian 
Sugar— Sir  H.  Bergne's  version  of 
Attitude  of  H.M.  Government 
towards  Importation  of  Russian 
Sugar. 
Q.  Mr.  U.  Bowles;  A.  Lord 
Cran  borne,  July  22,  1446. 

Findings  of,  and   Report  of  British 
delegate  presented,  July  16,  819. 

Copy  presented,  July  17,  1024. 

Brussels  Sugar  Convention. 

Austria  and  Hungary,  Attitude  of, 
to  wants  demand  for  alteration  of 
Legii-t ration — Charges  on  Russian 
Sugar— Publication  of  proceed- 
ings of  Permanent  Commission, 
etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Lough ;  A,  Lord  Cran- 
borne,  July  15t  097. 

Cartel  Arrangement. 

Effect  of,  upon  system  to  be  intro- 
duced  by  the  Convention- 
Further  information  request- 
ed. 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles;  A.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  July  9, 
162. 
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Sugar  Bounties— ™»t. 

Brussels  Sugar  Convention  —cont. 

Cartel  Arrangement — writ. 

Effect  of,  upon  proceedings  of  the 
Government  with  regard   to 
the  Brussels  Sugar  Conven- 
tion Bill. 
Q.    Mr.    Lou-'h;    A.    Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  July  9, 
162. 

Colonial  Bounties,  existence  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Lough  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, July  21,  1310. 

Colonial    Sugar — British    obligation* 

with  regard  to,   Modification  of 

arrangement,  proposed. 

Q.    Mr.    Lough;    A.    Mr.    J. 

Chamberlain,  July  21, 1310 

Communication  of,  to  Indian  Govern- 
ment—Reply. 
Q.  Mr.  Lough ;  A.  Earl  Percy, 
July  21,  1313. 

Communication     of,     to    Colonies- 
Replies. 
Q.    Mr.   Lough  ;    A.    Mr.    J. 
Chamberlain,  July  21, 1310. 

Duties  to  be  levied  after  September  1 
on  Sugars  from  Countries  Signa- 
tories of  the  Convention  and 
other  Countries—  Attitude  towards 
Countries  giving  Bounties— Pro- 
hibition of  imports  from  Russia 
and  Austro-  Hungary —Certificates 
of  Origin  of  Sugar,  Nature  of 
Certificates  required,  etc 
Qs.  Mr.  G.  Bowles;  As.  Mr. 
Ritchie,  July  9,  151. 

Imports  from  Austria,  Hungary,  and 
France — Prohibition  of. 
Q.    Mr.   G.   Bowles;   A.    lord 
Cranl)orne,  July  22,  1445. 

Imports  from  Auntria  and  Hungary — Pos- 
sibility of  entering  into  August  Con- 
tracts during  Present  Year— Under- 
taking of  Government  not  to  Impede 
Landing  of  Sugar  under  Sugar  Con- 
vention Bill. 
Q.  Mr.  Lough;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, July  20,  1161. 

Refineries  placed  in  Bond  under  Sugar 
Convention  Bill,  Nature  of. 
Q.    Mr.   Lough;    A.    Mr.   Ritchie, 
July  9,  153. 

Sugar  Convention  Bill — Desii ability  of 
not  taking  Bill  under  Twelve  o'clock 
Rule,  July  16,  871. 

Supply 

Army  Estimates,  see  that  title. 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Department* 
Estimates. 
Board  oi  YAxhsba;  ^,  $&^Sfcfc,Cw*~ 
July'.*,  VSo. 
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Supply— cont. 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments 
Estimates— con/. 

Department  of  Agriculture,  £106,499, 
Com.  July  20,  1214. 

Endowed  Schools,  £690,  Com.  July  2th 
1213. 

Law  charges  (Ireland),  July  20,  1219. 

National     Education      in      Ireland, 
£617,101,  Com.  July  20,  1168. 

National    Gallery   of    Ireland,  £707, 
Com.  July  20,  1213. 

Queen's    Colleges,     Ireland,    £2,300, 
Com.  July  20,  1213. 

Secretary  for  Scotland,  £9,985,   Com. 
July  9,  266. 

Sutton  Coldfleld  Corporation  Bill 

c.     con.*  July  20,  1130. 

Taff  Vale  Railway  Bill 
c.  Rep.*  July  17,  1022. 
ron.*  July  21,  1295. 

Talbot,  Right  Hon.  John  [Oxford  University] 
Habitual      Offenders,     Punishment    of— 
Amendment  of  Law  during  present 
Session,  July  10,  850. 

Tariffs 

Retaliatory  Tariff*,  Threatend  imposition 
of — Btfect  on  National  Income. 

Q.    Mr.    Black;     A.    Mr.  Ritchie, 
July  21,  1314. 

Taylor,  Mr.  T.  C.  [Lancashire,  Radcliffe] 

Fiscal  Inquiry — Inclusion  of  Question  of 
Retaliating  u|>on  Colonial  Tariffs 
upon  British  Goods,  July  15,  705. 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  21,  1416. 

Teachers,  Religious  Tests  for 

see  London  Education  Bill. 

Technical  and  Secondary  Education 
see  London  Education  Bill. 

Technological  Department 

see  Education,  Board  of. 

Telegraph  Service 

Central  Telegraph  Office. 

Holidays      in  —  Compelling      Senior 

Clerks  to  take  Holidays  in  March, 

alleged. 

Q.    Mr.   P.   O'Brien;    A.    Mr. 

Austen  Chamberlain,  July 

22,  1435. 

Tube  Attendant*,  Promotion  of. 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  July  22,  1436. 

Emyloyees— Maximum  Salary  promised 
by  Civil  Service  Commissioners  to 
Candidates. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor;  A.  Mr. 
Auftten  C\\am\je\\wiv,  JwVj  S 
14  V. 
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Telegraph  Service — cont. 


[Voi 


Ireland. 

Delay  in  Delivery  of  Tdegra 
of. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  FarreU ; 
tea  CliamberUin, 
30. 

Gordon-Bennett  Motor  Bate 

Delay     in    Telegraph  1 

Cause  of—  Partieok 

ceipta  and   Expend 

Press  Telegrams. 

Q.  Mr.  3.  O'Com 

Austen     Ctaai 

July  8t  10. 

Telegraphic  Arrangemeo 
down  of — Provision 
staff  at  Dublin,  etc 
29. 

Offices,  Classification  of-  Alta 
condition  of  entrance  in  Scl 
Date  of  change — Conditions 
ing  Group  2.~~ 

Q.  Mr.  T.  ChamberUyne : 
Austen  Chamberlain, 
1301. 

Scotland—  Breakages    of    Wire 

gale— Length  of  Delay  in  Tra 

Q.  Sir   J.    Len* ;    A.  Mr 

Chamberlain,  July  IS. 

Telephone  Service 

Women  Operators — Marriage— ^ 
to. 
Q.    Mr.    Yoxall  ;    A.    Mr 
Chamberlain,  July  £>, 

Tennant,  Mr.  H.  J.  r*terwickshire] 

Prison  Commissioners — Date  of 
mentof  successor  to  Lieut-C< 
July  16,  851. 

Thomas,  Mr-  D.  A.  [Merthyr  Tydv 

Agricultural  Labourers,  Wages 
last  fifty  years,  official  in 
with  regard  to,  July  15,  691. 

Agricultural  Population,  Dec 
Cause  of,  July  16,  853. 

Canada  Customs  Duty  -Length 
required  previous  to  iraposin 
imported  goods,  July  20,  114 

Fiscal  Inquiry. 

Home  Office  if  engaged  on- 
peal  by  Home  Secretary 
of  Distress  in  1842.  Juli 

Local  Government  Board,  C 
of,  with,  July  16,  853. 

Re-publication  of  Parli 
Paper,  No.  299,  of  Sessi 
proposed,  July  l? ;  1028. 

Iron  and  Steel  Goods,  Manufacl 
Canada,  July  20,  1 140. 

Merchandise     Marks      Acts I 

^  w«^gcv\w\vorts  intoColonie 
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[Tho— Tra 


homas,  Mr.  D.  A.—cont. 

Trade  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
Colonies— Resolution  at  Colonial  Con- 
ference against  adoption  of  general 
free  trade,  grounds  for  Resolution 
etc.,  July  20,  1139. 

Trade  Statistics — German  and  British 
Explanation  of  differences  requested — 
System  of  valuation  adopted  by  foreign 
Countries,  July  20,  1134. 

Wheat  Imports  from  British  Colonies— 
Extent  of  preferencegiven  to  Colonial 
Wheat  in  Customs  Tariff  from  1832- 
1845— Increase  or  decrease  of  British  , 
Exports  to  Colonies  since  abandon- 
ment of  preferential  Customs  treat- 
ment, July  U,  567. 

homas,  Mr.  F.  Freeman  [Hastings] 

Preferential  Tariffs,  Discussions  on,  at 
Colonial  Conferences  of  1887,  1894, 
1897,  1902 — Reprinting  of,  proposed, 
July  16,  867. 

hompson,  Dr.  E.  0.  [Monaghan,  N.l 

Drumquin,  County  Tyrone,  Postal  Facili- 
ties at — Granting  daily  Mail  Service 
I  roposed,  July  10,  309. 

Monaghan  Union  Hospitals— Return  of 
Nurses  and  their  qualifications  in, 
proposed,  July  9,  145. 

hring,  Lord 

County  Courts  Jurisdiction  Extension 
Bill,  July  16%  828. 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  July  21, 1261. 

ibet 

Darjeeling  and  Tibetan  frontier— Roads 
between — Number  of  miles  surveyed, 
number  constructed. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  LordG.  Hamilton, 
July  13,  402. 

Trade  with — Intentions  of  Indian  Govern 
ment  with  regard  to  sending  Commis' 
sion  to  Tibet  to  arrange  for  improved 
trade  facilities. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 

ton,  July  13,  401. 

i 

ipperary 

Borriaaleigh. 

Arrest  8  under  Criminal  Law  and  Pro- 
cedure Act  at— Circumstances 
leading  to  Chance  of  Venue  and 
Order  For  Special  Trial,  Authority 
for,  Intimation  of  to  Accused,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  J.  O'Brien:  A.  Mr. 
Wyndliam,  July  8,  12.  i 

Crown   v.    Stapleton,    Delaney,    and  } 
Carroll— Application  of  Executive 
for  Special  Jury  and  Change  or  ; 
Venue,  Grounds  for  Application. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  J.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr. 
\\  vudhani,  July  13,  409. 
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Tipperary— ront. 

Borrisoleigh — cont. 

Notice  of  Change  of  Venue  and  Special 
Jury   served    on    Defendants — 
Excuse  of  Right  of  .Jury  Challeng- 
ing. 
Q.      Mr.     Dillon  ;      A.     Mr. 
Wyndham,  July  lo,  691. 

Tobacco 

see  Agricultural  Department  (Ireland). 

TomJrinson,  Mr.  J.  [Cheshire,  Crewe] 
Irish  Land  Bill  (3R.),  July  21, 1356. 

Tomlinson,  Sir  William  [Preston] 
London  Education  Bill,  July  15.  760. 

Torpedo  Ranges 

Naval  Works  Bill,  see  that  title. 

Torquay  Corporation  Water  Bill 
c.  3r.#  July  9, 133. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1246. 

Town  Councils  Scotland  Bill 
c.  Rep.#  JWy£2,  1451. 

Trade  and  Commerce 

Austria* Hungary,  New  General  Customs. 
Tariff  for  comparison  of  Customs  Duty 
contained  in  proposed  Tariff  with 
rates  at  present  in  force  on  Imports 
from  United  Kingdom.  Copy  of  trans- 
lation, Presented,  July  8,  3. 

Colonies. 

British  and  Foreign  Exports  to,  Total 
Amount  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Mansfield;  A.  Mr.  G. 
Balfour,  July  22, 1447. 

Colonial    Competition    with    British 
Industries,  Protection  of  British 
Producers. 
Q.  Mr.   Humphreys-Owen;  A. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  July  20, 
1157. 
Colonies  and  United  Kingdom. 

Return,  Presented,  July  20, 1131. 

Trade  between— Return  ordered,  July 
16,  842. 

Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies.    Resoru* 

tion  at  Colonial  Conference  against 

adoption  of  general  free  trade,  grounds 

for  resolution,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas  ;  A.  Mr.  J. 

Chamberlain,  July  20,  1139. 

Cotton,  Woollen  and  Iron  Goods,  Statistics 
with  regard  to,  Return  requested. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Ridley ;  A,  Mr.  B.  Law, 
July  8,  17. 

Germany. 

German  and  British  Trade  Statistics, 
Explanation  of  differences  re- 
quested.    System   o(   Y«5oQa&KkVt 
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INDEX. 
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Trade  and  Commerce  -<*'»</. 
Germany — conl. 

Retaliatory  Duties  on  German  Goods. 

Imposition  of— Statement  of  Bri- 
tish   Ambassador   at    Berlin 
with  regard  to  authority  for 
statement. 
Q.  Mr.  Black;  A.  Mr.  A. 
J.    Balfour,    July    16, 
863. 

Inference  in  German  Market  to 

Country  adopting  Retaliatory 

Fiscal  Folic  v. 

Q.  Sir    W.    Holland;    J. 

Mr.  G.   Balfour,  July 

22,  1434. 

Iron,  Steel,  etc.,  and  Cotton  and  Woollen 
Goods,  average  prices  of,  in  1872  and 
1902. 
Q.  Mr.   G.    Whiteley  ;  A.  Mr.   G. 
Balfour,  July  20,  1133. 

Roumania— British  Trade  with— Decrease 
of.    Steps  to  Safeguard  British  Trade. 
Q.     Mr.    Hoult.      A.      Mr.    A.    J. 
Balfour.     July  V>,  866. 

Wheat  Imports  from  British  Colonies — 
Extent  of  preference  given  to  Colonial 
wheat  in  Customs  Tariff  from  1832- 
1845.  Increase  or  Decrease  of  British 
Export*  to  Colonies  since  abandonment 
of  preferential  Customs  treatment. 
Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas  A.  Mr.  G. 
Balfour,  July  14,  567. 

Trade.  Board  of 

President— Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour. 
Parliamentary  Secretary — Mr.  A.  B.  Law. 

Trade  Disputes 

London  Printing  Trade  Dispute.     Refusal 
of  Board  of  Trade  to  interfere,  alleged. 
Q.     Mr.  Skewes-Cox.      A.  Mr.   G. 
Balfour.     July  >1,  1316. 

Trade  Report  Presented 

Annual  Series.  July  ft,  127.  July  10, 271  : 
306  ;  July  I  J,  375,  387  ;  July  16, 819, 
July  20,  1094,  1132;  July  21,  1248, 
1297. 

Miscellaneous  Series,  July  9,  128  ;  July  10, 
306;  July  .U,  1248,  1297.- 

fraffic,  Control  of  Metropolitan  j 

ner.  Metropolitan  Streets  Bill.  I 

Training  Colleges 

Cambridge  Day  Training  College.     Pay- 
ment of  increased  grants  to  students 
of  College  who  are  members  of  the 
University  Colleges. 
Q.       Sir    J.    Gor*t;    A.      Sir  W. 
Anson,     July  8,  5. 
sec  also  Education,  lioanl  of 

Tramways  Order  Confirmation  (Sol)  Bill 

c.  \K.*Jtdy9,  135. 

Ketui  n  Presented.     J nl tj  17,  VtiA. 

r.  2JI#  Com.*  July  JO,  \\*>. 
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Tramways  Orders  Confirmatka  J 
Return  presented,  July  10,  301 
c  2R.*  com.*  July  14,  563. 

Transvaal 

Deportation  of  British  undesirsbk 

of    Lord    Milner    with   rag 

Curbing  power  of,  proposed. 

Qs.     Mr.    Markham;  Am. 

Chamberlain,  Jtdy  S. 

Land  Settlement  in— Scheme  of, 

by  Mr.  Carlis,  position  of  wfci 

under  scheme,  pronto  of  ink; 

0.   Mr.    S.    MacNeiU:  .4 

Chamberlain,  JulyS, 

Municipal    Election    Ordinance, 

from  Lord  Milner  on  subjee 

allowing  Ordinance,  propose 

Qs.     Mr.     Markham;    At 

Chamberlain,  Jttly  9, 

Precious  Stones  Ordinance  — ( 
Lord  Milner  in  framing  Or 
Dissenting  from  such  legisli 
posed. 

Q.     Mr.     Markham:    .4. 
Chamberlain,  July  2J, 

Trawling 

Ireland— Foreign  Trawlers  in  Di 

Conduct  of  Steps  for  punis 

owners  of  trawlers  proposed 

Q.    Mr.     T.     O'Donnell; 

Atkinson,  July  14,  58 

Trevelyan,  Mr.  O-  P.  [York,  W.K 

Corn  Pi  ices  Re  torn — Granting 
posed,  July  14,  578. 

Trinidad 

Disturbances  at  Port  of  Spain— 
CominissionerH  of  Inquiry  a 
relative  to,  Presented,  Jul 
1024. 

Trinity  College 

see  Irish  Land  Bill. 

Tripartite  System 

see  Education,  Board  of 

Trustees,  Power  of 

see  Irisli  Land  Bill. 

Tnberctilosis  (Animals)  Compensi 

r.  Ordered*  July  if,,  816L 
1r.*,  July  15,  816. 

Tnlly,  Mr.  J.  [Leitrim,  s.] 

Boyle  Waterworks  Loan,  Date  ol 
Sanction  of  Loan,  cause  of 
issue  of,  Jttly  #,  2H. 
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^eedmouth,  Lord 

*  Trust  Bill,  July  16,  823 

*•  Motor- Cars  Bill,  July  14,  554. 

Com.  July  17,  1006,  1008,  1009,  1010, 

1015;  July  21,  1260,  1263,   1269, 

1281,  1284,  1287. 

viiemonth  and  District  Tramways  Bill 

|    C.  3K.*,  July  £>,  1429. 

trone 

Drumquin,  Postal  Facilities  at,  grunting 
daily  m  lil  service  proposed. 

Q.  Dr.  Thompson  ;  A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  July  10,  309. 
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Universities 


[Twe-Viji 


Grant  in  Aid,  1902-1903— Amount  of 

Q.  Mr.  J.  Ellis  ;  A.  Lord  Cranborne, 
July  1(J,  843. 

Railway  Account? — Laying  Annual  State- 
ment of  Accounts  before  the  House, 
proposed — Visits  paid  to  line  by 
Members  of  Railway  Committee — 
Publication  of  Reports  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Evan*  ;  A.  Lord  Cran- 
boTue,  July  15,  698. 

Rubber — Collection  of  in — Terms  and  con- 
ditions of  Concession* — Laying  on 
Table  of,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  Bay  ley  ;  A.  Lord  Cranborne, 
July  27,' 1025. 

Trade  of — Value  of  Imports  and  Exports 
for  1903. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Ellis  ;  A.  Lord  Cranborne, 
July  16,  843. 


later  and 
Bill 


Connaught  Light  Railways 


/.  2R.#  Com.*  Julyl6,$\&. 

faited  States  of  America 

Canadian  Cattle  imported  into— Number 
and  Value  of,  Rate  of  Imi>ort  Duty. 
Q.    Mr.     Haldane;     A.    Mr.    J. 
Chamberlain,  July  8,  13. 

Light  Dues  in,  reduction  of— Representa- 
tions to  United  States  on  subject  of, 
proposed. 
Q.    Sir   T.    Dewar  ;     A.    Mr.   G. 
Balfour,  July  16,  848. 

McKinley  Tariff  Law — Reciprocity  treaties 
under,    effect   of,    on    treatment   of 
United  State*  by  other  countries — 
Effects  of  Law  on  Export  Trade. 
Q.  Sir  H.  Vincent ;   A.  Lord  Cran- 
borne, July  8,  4. 

Wheat 

All-rail  Export  Rates  for— Amount  of. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Smith  ;  A.  Mr.  G. 
Balfour,  July  15,  689. 

Reduction    in    Railway    Freight  on, 
during  1902,  extent  of,  companies 
by  which  mide. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Smith  ;    A.  Mr.   B. 
L%w,  July  8,  8. 
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Students   in  Hostels,  Grants  to— Declar- 
ation of  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
with  regard  to  giving  etfect  to,  by 
Board  of  Education. 
Q.  Mr.  E.  Gray ;  A.  Sir  W.  Anson, 
July  8,  4. 

Upton,  Charles— Customs  Watcher 

Granting  Pension  to,  proposed. 
Q.    Captain  Norton ;    A.    Mr.    Elliot , 
July  21,  1302. 

Vaccination 

Exemption  Certificates. 

Magistrate  refusing  Certificate,  Case 
of  Crossley,  East  Ham. 
Q.     Mr.    Weir;     A.    Mr.    Akers 
Douglas,  July  8,  24. 

Stratford  —  Number  of  Applications 
for,  during  last  twelve   months, 
Number  granted. 
Q.   Mr.  Weir;   A.   Mr.  Akers 
Douglas,  July  8,  3. 

Glycerinated    Calf    Lymph,    Use    of,   in 
Scotland— Issue   of    Circular   recom- 
mending use  in  Scotland,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  S.  Dickson, 
July  8,  26. 

Liverpool,    Imperfect    Vaccination    at — 
Recovery  of  Vaccination  Fees  from 
Public  Vaccinators — Issue* of  Defini- 
tion of  Perfect  Vaccination,  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.  Weir;   A.    Mr.  W.  Long, 
July  8,  5. 

Officers  and  Local  Government  Board 
Inspectors— Regulations  as  to  Conduct 
of  Inspectors — Powers  with  regard  to 
threatening  dismissal  of  Vaccination 
Officers. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  W.  Long, 
July  15,  700 

Vantzen,  J.  C. 

Sentence  passed  on  J.  C.  Vantzen,  Boer 

Prisoner  of  War,  Completion  of  Term 

of  Imprisonment. — Offence  for   which 

Sentenced. 

Q.    Mr.    S.    MacNeill;     A.    Lord 

Stanley,  July  9,  147. 

Vincent,  Sir  E.  [Exeter] 

Fiscal  Inquiry — Inclusion  in  Inquiry  of 
Question  of  Transit  of  Canadian  Corn 
through  America,  and  of  American 
Corn  through  Canada,  July  SI,  1306. 

Vincent,  Col.  SirH.  [Sheffield,  Central] 

Leiter  Wheat  Corner — Increase  in  Price  of 
Wheat  during —Amount  of  Increase, 
July  17,  1026. 

McKinley  Tariff  Law  —  Reciprocity 
Treaties  under,  ett&&  oil  wwXxwbtaw^^x. 

8,4. 


Viv    War] 


INDEX. 

My  8— July  22. 


I  ' 


is 


Vivisection 

Experiment*. 

Anesthetics— Feeding    Experiments, 
InclosioD     in,    of    Starving   and 
Overfeeding    Animals  —  Experi- 
ment* authorised  by  Home  Office. 
<f.  Mr.  Perks;    A.  Mr.  Akers 
Douglas,  yt//y,>^  1438. 

Certificate  C— Number  witnessed  by 
( iovernment  Inspector. 

V.  Dr.  Shipman ;  A.  Mr. 
Akers  Douglas,  July  16, 
851. 

Licence*,    Violation    of — Conditions   of — 
Number  of  Cases  of— Enforcement  of 
Criminal  Proceedings. 
Q.  Dr.   Shipman ;     A.  Mr.   Akers 
Douglas,  July  16,  852. 

Voluntary  Schools 

Grants— Resolution  of  County  Councils  to 
Contribute  nothing  but  Government 
Grants  to  the  maintenance  of  Volun- 
tary- Schools. 
Q.  Mr.   G.   Boscawen  ;    A.  Sir  W. 
Anson,  July  8,  5. 

net  a  I  ho  Ixmdon  Education  Bill. 

Volunteers 

Certificates  of  Efficiency,  Number  secured 
during  year  1903 — Attendance  at 
Camps. 

Q.   Sir  T.  Dewar ;   A.    Mr.    Brod- 
rick,  July  22,  1440. 

North   Devon   Volunteers— Reduction    in 
Number   of     Recruits     alleged — In- 
creasing Camp  Allowances  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.   Soares ;   A .  Mr.    Brodrick, 
July  16,  8ttl. 

Officers — Possibility   of  obtaining  "Pass 
School"   Certificates    without    going 
through  London  Barracks. 
Q.  Mr.  Partington;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, July  14,  571. 

Walker  and  Wallsend  Union  Gas  Bill 

r.  Lords  Amendts.  con.*  July  20,  1129. 
/.  3R.*  July  14,  517. 

Wallace,  Mr  Robert  [Perth] 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  13,  426, 
445. 

Walton,  Mr.  Joseph  [York,  W.R.,  Barnsley] 

Cretan  Consul-General — Appointment  of 
Retired  Member  of  Diplomatic  Ser- 
vice, July  20,  1143. 

War  Office 

Aldershot,  Parade  at. 
Os.  Sir  F.  Raseh,  July  16,  925. 

Appointments. 
Os.  Mr.  Pine,  July  16,  *T»4\  ^x.  WcwV 
rick    July  !•;,  tt&\. 
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War  Office— ro/t/. 

Army  Rations. 

Os.   Mr.     Keir    Hardie,   M 
Mr.     Maeonochie,  July' 
Lord  Stanley,  July  K  9fl 
Canteens,  Management  of. 
Os.    Mr.    Hnrwood,  July  11 
Ue  welly  n,  July  10,  93t£ 
Cai»e  "  Ramiug  n  Case. 
Oh.  Mr.    Pirie,  July  10,  871: 
MacNeill,  July  10,  93: 
rick,    July    16,  947,  932, 
Labouchere,  July  1€,  951 
Clerks. 

Os.  Mr.  Beckett,  July  10, 92 
(jiuns. 
Os.    Sir    C  ha 'lea   Dilke,  J*l 
Mr.  Brodrick,  July  16, 91 
India,  Defence  of. 

Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  July  K 
Brodrick,  July  16,  9» 
Campbell -Bannennan,/ 

Intelligence  Department. 
Os.    Mr.    Winston   Churchil] 
892  ;  Mr.  Monro  Fennw 
925.  h 

Mounted  Infantry. 
Os.  Sir  Charles  Dilke,  July  1 

Promotion. 
Os.  Mr.    Pirie,   July  16,  87 
Hobhouae,   July  16,  8& 
Churchill,  July  16,  888 : 
Dilke,  July  16,  893. 

Quarter-master  General. 
Os.  Mr.  Pine,  July  16,  874. 

Recruiting,  Present  system  of. 
Os.  Mr.  Pirie,  July  K. 
Winston  Churchill,  Jh/ 
Sir  Charles  Dilke,  JhI 
Mr.  Brodrick,  July  16, 
Beckett,  July  i<;,  923; 
July  16,  962. 


Reforms  necessary. 
Os.   Pirie,  July  J6, 
July  16,  9&. 


873;   M 


Remount  Department. 
0*.  Sir  A.  Hayter.  July  16. 
Stanley,  July  16,  969  ;  M: 
Jidy  16,  969. 

Rewards  and  Honours,  Distribu 
Os.  Mr.  Pirie,  July  16,  878. 

Souialiland,  Policy  regarding 

°*  o£*    £harle*     Hobhous> 
887 ;  Mr.  Brodrick,  July 

South  Africa,  Permanent  Garri 
Os.  Mr.  C.  Hobhouse.  Jul 
oin  Winston  Churchil 
2a?;  vfn*  ,Charl*s  I>i»kc 
2?*;DMrA  Br°J»-iok.  Jul 
*\r  H.  Caniphell-Baiine 
i6,916;Mr.  Beckett,  Jt 
SirF.  Ra;ch,  J„/y  ^  , 
Seely,  July  j6,  955     Mr 
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SESSION     1903. 
July  %—Jvly  22. 


[War— Wei 


urner,  Mr.  Courtenay  [Stafford,  Lichfield] ' 

Guns  for  the  Troops,  July  16,  972. 

Military  Works  (Consolidated  Fund), 
July  SI,  1388. 

Rifle    Ranges,    Return  of   Number  of—  . 
position,  Number  Closed  during  1902,  • 
Number  Opened,  etc.,  proposed,  July 
14,  570. 

pasont  Mr.  C-  [Orkney  and  Shetland] 

Army  Rations,  Damaged   Tin  Rations—  . 
Cause  of   damage,   Periodical  exam- 
ination of  rations  in  future,  proposed, 
July  14,  572. 

Australian  Squadron,  Estimated  Cost  of— 
Colonial  Contribution  to  Annual  Ex- 
penditure, July  SO,  1142. 

Baltasound,  Removal  of  Sunken  Boat  at, 
proposed,  July  IS,  391. 

Fiji,  Administration  of — Appointment  of 
Independent  Commission  to  report  on, 
proposed,  July  14,  575. 

Fishing  Boats,  Tonnage  of —Inconvenience 
caused  to  Fishermen  by  adoption  of  . 
rules     for    ascertaining    tonnage    of 
Boats,  July  13,  391.  I 

Imperial  Defence  and  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Service,  Total  cost  of,  July 
SO,  1157. 

Motor  Mails — Issue  of  Speed  Regulations 
—Adoption  of  System  of  Speed  Regis- 
tration, proposed,  July  13,  389.  i 

Orkney  Fisheries — Petition  from  County 
Council  for  carrying  out  recommenda- 
tions   of    Fisheries    Commissioner—  j 
*Tuly  9,  138. 

Sale  of  Land  to  Lord  Penhryn— Considera-  j 
tion  received  by  Crown,  etc.,  July  SO,  \ 
1144.  I 

Scottish  Local  Government  Officials—  - 
Participation  in  Political  Contests—  ' 
Calling  attention  of  County  Councils  [ 
to  inexpediency  of  Practice,  July  SO,  i 
1149.  j 

Whitehill    Light  —  Temporary  Arrange- 
ments for  Safety   of    FUhermen,  in  i 
event  of  Whitehill  Light  not  being  ' 
available    before    Winter,    proposed,  ' 
July  9,  138.  j 

Vaaon,    Mr*    Eugene    [Clackmannan    and  ' 
Kinross]  j 

Fifeshire,  Pollution  of  Rivers  in— Inquiry  ! 
into  Pollution  of  Black  Devon,  pro- 
posed, July  SI,  1316.  _  | 
Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)    Consolidation  j 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  IS,  456, 
459,  473  ;  July  22,  1518,  1519.  j 

Naval  Works  Bill,  July  10,  342.  ; 

i 
Vater 

Sterilisation  of  Water  for  Troops  in  the 
Held — Results  of  testing  of  sterilisa- 
tion. 
Q.    Sir  M.  Foster;  A.     Mr  Brod- 
rick,  Ju/y  13,  395. 
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Water  Companies,  London 

Accounts — Returns  Ordered,  July  21, 1291. 

Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill 

Return  Presented,  July  8,  S. 
r.  Rep.*  July  17,  1023. 
r.  3R.*  July  SO,  1130. 

Watford  and  Edgeware  Railway  Bill. 
/.  Rep.  *  July  14,  517. 

Weir,  Mr*  J.  Q.  [Ross  and  Cromartie,] 

Anglo-Egyptian  Convention,  Validity  of» 
July  14,  577. 

China. 

Hong-Kong. 

Governorship  of,  Appointment  of 
Governor  with  wide  ex- 
perience proposed,  July  1(J% 
865. 

Plague  Order  permitting  treat- 
ment of  patients  in  their 
homes  —  Reconsideration  of 
Order  proposed,  July  SI,  131 1. 

Post  Office. 

Delay  in  Erection  of  New 
Post  Office,  cause  of, 
July  16,  865. 

Plans  for  New  Post  Office, 
acceptance  of — Date  of 
commencement  of  Build- 
ing, July  SI,  1312. 

Railways — Proposed  British  Railway 
from  Kowfoon  to  Canton — Date 
of  concession  for  names  of  con- 
cessionaires—Cause of  delay  in 
commencement  of  Railway,  July 
SI,  1313. 

Chiromo  and  Blantyre  Railway,  Construc- 
tion of  —  Date  of  commencement, 
length  of  time,  cost,  etc,  July  16,  842. 

Egypt. 

Assouan  Dam  —Increased  area  of  land 
brought  into  cultivation  by  means 
of,  July  14,  577. 

Cairo  Lunatic  Asylum — Alleged  in- 
adequacy of  accommodation  in — 
Date  of  erecting  New  Asylum, 
July  16,  866. 

Orphan  Children  and  Destitute  Poor 
in — Provision  by  Government  for, 
July  14,  577. 

Fiscal  Inquiry  —  Pay  of  Government 
Employees  —  Inclusion  in  inquiry  of 
consideration  of  higher  pay  of 
Government  employees,  July  i'0t  1 157. 

Fish — Cold  Storage  for— Establishment  of 
Cold    Storage   Cfo*mW»   %k  ^saaass* 


Wei—  Wes] 


Weir,  Mr.  J.  O — cont. 


Highland  Deer  Forests,  Enlargement  of — 
Introducing  legislation  to  check 
extension  of  deer  forest  area  proposed, 
July  9,  159. 

Highland  Weaving  Industry — Encourage- 
ment given  to,  by  Congested  Districts 
Board,  effect  on  production  of  Good*, 
July  21,  1316. 

India 

Agricultural  Banks — Committee  Re- 
port—Date of  Laying  on  Table, 
July  9,  137. 

Area  under  Crops  in,  for  1901-1902, 
etc,  July  16,  846. 

Eastern  Bengal  Railway— Detention 
of  Sirdar  and  Coolies  on  Inquiry, 
proposed,  July  22,  1432. 

Irrigation  Commission  —  Recommen- 
dations contained  in  Report  of. 
Statement    Requested,   July  16, 

844. 

Savings  Bank  Deposits,  Increase  of. 
Number  and  Class  of  Depositors, 
July  J6,  844. 

State  Canals. 

Area  Irrigated  by  Canals  for 
years  1891-1892,  1901-1902, 
July  9,  137. 

Capitalised  Value  of,  Julu  16, 
844. 

Lewis,  Island  of. 

Housing  Loans  to  Crofter?,  Granting 
of,  for  erection  of  new  houses, 
proposed,  July  9,  156. 

Port  of  Ness  Harbour  —  Damage 
done  to  Breakwater  by  Storm — 
Report  on  extent  of,  decision  as 
to  repair,  July  8,  26. 

Licensing  Acts  [Scotland]  consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,</tc/y£i,  1410. 

Mecca  Pilgrims  from  Egypt  Number  of, 
on  two  last  pilgrimages,  fine  of  steamers 
by  which  required  to  travel  Jvly  IS, 
403. 

Metropolitan  District  Railway  Electric 
Traction,  establishment  of  system  of, 
Progress  made  with  regard  to,  July  8, 
16. 

Motor-C  'ar  Transport  in  India,  Experiments 
with  rejrard  to— Calling  for  Report  on 
Subject,  proposed,  July  16,  847. 

Navy  Summer  Cruises,  Visit  of  Training 
Vessel  to  Lochbroom,  Ross-shire, 
during  present  summer,  July  8,  14. 

School  Children,  Teeth  of— Necessity  for 
Medical  Supervision,  July  9,  265,  266. 
Tibet. 

Roads  between  Darjeeling  and  Tibetan 
Frontier— Number  of  miles  sur- 
veyed, Number  conifccucta&,  July 
13,  402. 


INDEX. 
July  8— July  22. 

Weir,  Mr.  J.  Ch  -rout. 
Tibet — cant. 


Trade — Intentions  of  India 
rnent  with  regard  u 
Commission  to  Tibet  t 
for  improved  trade  fscili 
13,  401. 

Vaccination. 

Exemption  Certificate*. 

Magistrate  Refusing  Ce 
Case  of  Mr.  Cn» 
Ham,  July  S,  24. 

Stratford — Number  of 
tionM  for,  during  U 
months.  Number 
July  8,  3. 

Liverpool,  Imperfect  Vaccin 
Recovery  of  vaccination 
public  vaccinators— Is 
nnition  of  perfect  Vi 
proposed,  July  S,  *. 

Local  Government  Board 
and  Vaccination  Office 
lations  as  to  conduct  of 
. — Powers  wit  h  regard  to 
ing  dismissal  of  Vj 
Officers,  July  15,  7<W. 

Scotland — Glycerinated  Ca1 
— Issue  ot  circular  recoi 
use  of,  proposed,  July  8, 

Welby,  Lord 

South  African  Garrison  —  Pk 
place  portion  of  cost  of  on 
of  India,  July  SO,  1117. 

Wemyss,  Earl  of 

Licensing  Act  Amendment  Bill 
519. 

Military  Lands  Bill,  J„ly  21,  12s 
Motor  Cars    Bill    (Committee), 

976 ;  July  21,  1261,  1288,  12 
Outdoor  Relief  (Pensioners)  Bill, 


Wenlock,  Lord 

Military  Lands  Bill,  July  21,  123 

West  Bromwich  Corporation  Bill 

r.  2r.#  Com.*  July  /.?,  3&.\ 

West    Cumberland    Electric    Tr 
Bill 

r.  Lords'  AmendU.  con.  *  Julu  9t 
I.  Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1246. 

West  Indies 

Exports— Return  of  Total  Exr* 
Sugar  Exports  together  wi 
centage  of  Sugar  Expoiti  I 
Exports,  proposal. 

Cfc.^Vt.  W%\v,    A,  Mr.  J 


\ 


so 
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[Whe— Woo 


Pheat 

Average  Prices  and  Duty  on— in  England, 
Fiance,  and  Germany. 
Q.  Colonel  Long;    A.  Mr.  G.  Bal- 
four, July  17,  1026. 

Imports  from  British  Colonies— Extent  of 
preference  given   to  Colonial  Wheat 
in  Customs  Tariff  from  1832-1845. 
Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas  ;  A.  Mr.  G. 
Balfour,  July  14,  567. 

Letter  Wheat  Corner— Increase  in  Price 
of  Wheat  during — Amount  of  In- 
crease. 

Q.    Sir    H.    Vincent ;   A.   Mr.   G. 
Balfour,  July  17,  1026. 

Prices  of,  in  France  and  United  Kingdom 
— Duty  in  France  on  Imported  Wheat. 
Q.  Mr.  Harris;  A.  Mr.   G.  Balfour, 
July  15,  699. 

Vhite,  Mr.  George  [Norfolk,  N.W.] 

London  Education  Bill,  July  14,  609,  626 ; 
July  15,  796. 

ffhiteley,  Mr.  G.  [York.,  E.R.,  Buckrose] 
Average  Prices  of  Iron,  Steel,  etc.,  and 
Cotton  and  Woollen  Goods  in   1872 
and  1902,  July  20,  1133. 

Hiitiey,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Halifax] 

Education  Board,  Work  of  the  Intelligence  I 

-    -     -  of  Mr.  ! 


Wilson,  Mr.  Henry  [Yorkshire,  W.K.,  Holm- 
firth] 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  21,  1426. 

Wilson,  Mr.  John  [Glasgow,  St.  Kollox] 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  21,  1408, 
1416. 

Wilson,  Mr,  John  [Falkirk  Burghs] 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  IS,  430 ; 
July  21,  1412. 

Wilts 

Inquiry   into  Charities — Further  Return 
Presented,  July  13,  387. 

Return  Presented,  July  22,  1430. 

Wolverhampton  and  Cannock  Chase  (Ex- 
tension of  Time)  Bill 

I.  3R.*  July  10,  270. 
Royal  Assent,  July  21,  1246. 


I 


Department  of — Resignation  o: 
Sadler,  July  9,  2o5,  263. 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  July  8,  119. 

London  Education  Bill,  July  14,  601,  623, 
636,  648,  657,  658  ;  July  15,  754,  790. 

Metropolitan    Streets    Bill    {Committee),  j  w00dford 
July  8, 124.  ,  WWUUiWlu 

Military  Works  (Consolidated  Fund),  July 
21,  1381,  1391,  1394.  ' 


Women  and  Education 

see   London    Education 
Committee. 


Bill— Education 


Wood  Green  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
/.  %R.*  July  14,  517. 


Thitmore,  Mr.  [Chelsea]  j 

London  Education  Bill,  July  14, 606 ;  July 
15,  727,  739,  798.  I 

I 
RThittaker,   Mr.    [Yorkshire,   W.R.,    Spen  i 
Valley] 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation  \ 
and  Amendment  Bill,  July  IS,  444. 

Plcklow 

Land  Cases,  Cause  of  Delay  in  Hearing 
of. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor ;  A.  Mr.  Wyncl-  | 
ham,  July  15,  701. 

Pigan  Corporation  Tramways  Bill 

/.  3n.*Julyl6,  818. 
iftllesden  Urban  District  Council  Bill 

r.  con.*  July  22,  1429. 

Fills,  Sir  Frederick  [Bristol,  N.] 

Tobacco   Growing   in   Ireland.  July  20. 
1217. 
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Lord    Clanricarde's    Tenants,  Notices  to 
Quit  served  on — Amount  of  Rent  due 
on  Date  of  Service — Reason  for  Ser- 
vice. 
Q.  Mr.  Roche  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
July  16,  868. 


Woodhonse,  Sir  James  [Huddersfield] 

London    Education    Bill,   July   15, 
789. 

Woods  and  Forests  Department 
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Sale  of  Land  to  Lord  Penrhyn— Considera- 
tion received  by  Crown,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Wason  ;    A,  Mr.  Elliot, 
July  20,  1144. 

Wool 

Imports  from  Australian  Colonies — Large- 
ness of,  Imposition  of  Duty  on  Wool 
from  Foreign  Countries. 
Q.  Mr.  Black ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, July  22,  1443. 

Woollen  Goods 

Export*  toYora^a.  CwaLTwVruA.  x*««** 

so  «v 
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Woo— Wyn- 

Woolwich 

Koyal  ArH?!iai. 

Explosion  at  —  Permanent    ProvUi'.« 

for     Widow-     an  1     •  >rphaa<*    oi 

Victim*.  ' 

V*.  Sir  «'.    M'Laren.    Mr.    T. 

Chainlierlayne :    As.    Lord 

Stanley.  Mr.  A-  J.  Balfour, 

Jul**    :"t    114-J;    JWy  ,'i, 

1».A. 

t 

Proximity   *»i   Dauber    ttaildingi    to  ! 

Gun -Firing       Ground  —  Official  ' 

Responsible  for  Selection  of  Site,  ■ 

etc.  j 

o.    Dr.    Hutchinson  :    A.  Mr.  J 

lirodrick,  July  13,  39S. 

Worthing  Corporation  'Tramways)  Bill     I 
#.  Rep.*  July  JO,  3»>4. 

Wright,  Mr  Whitakcr 

Prosecution    of— Incidence    of    Costs    of, 
Directing  Crown  to  Ilear  Cost*,  pro- 
potted. 
Q.  Mr.  ljunlwrt  :  .!.  Sir  K.  1  inlay. 
./«/#/  :J,  144H. 

WHghtftOIl,  Sir  T.  [St.  Pancra*,  E] 

Iron  and  Steel  Imports— Value  of.  during 
First  Half- Year  of  1903,  etc..  Ports  at 
which  Delivered,  July  f*9  13JS. 

Wyndham,  Et.  Hon.  George— Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  [Dover] 

Bee  Keeping  Industry.  Ireland—Preva- 
lence of  disea-e  of  foul  brood— Legis- 
lation during  present  session  impos- 
sible, .TV//  :v,  1152. 

Helfast. 

Donagal  Street,  Disturbance  in. 
Number  of  Police  on  Duty  during 
—.Satisfactory  conduct  of,  July 
.%  HAS. 

(.reencaatle,  Postponement  of  Erec- 
tion of  Arch  in,  to  avoid  Dis- 
turbance on  Sunday,  Jnhi  go. 
113*. 

lielmidlet  and  Mallaranny  Steamer  Ser" 
vice— Negotiations  with  the  Midland 
and  Great  Western  Railway  Com- 
pany, July  1J,  410. 

l&orrisaleigh,  County  Tipi*jrary,  Ca«e  of 
Stapleton,  Delany,  and  Carroll- 
Application  of  Executive  for  Special 
Jury  and  change  of  Venue  —  ground 
for  application,  July  13,  4*19. 

Car  Fare  from  Letterprack  to  Clifden— 
No  alteration  in  fare  charged  to 
Police,  July  JtJ,  855. 

(tatletown   Iterehaven  Fishing  Industry 
Proposed    KstahliaWiut  oi  \1*tt\tv^ 
(Miring  Station*  am\  H^ttvtvv;  'fcawckfeX.* 
to  be  connidered,  July  0,\S1. 
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j  Bt*  Hon.  GeoKge-^-^- 
Claxe    Co.,    Absence  «  Cria?  z 
drawal         of       Pro=Uainra    :* 
Criminal  Lav  and  l*roce»ic*  bat 
Act    under     eon*idenu*t&,  /*"• 

Contempt  of  Court  in  IreliaC  Is?** 
meat  f»ir.  Caw  of  McEIi-r-Se 
of  Charge,  etc-.  JVy  Iz,  iv 

Congested  I>i>trict*  Board.  V** 
Appointment  of  Chainaiz  •<  k 
District  Council  to:*ie:«r.  ns» 
on  Board,  July  Jr.*.  1 137. 

Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  Ar-A* 
under  at  Brtrrislei^h.  co.  Iix«! 
Change  of  Venae  and  r«s 
gpecial  Trial  in  mmpihsR  * 
Provisions  of  the  Statute-A*e 
Order  served  to  accused.  J»V 

Crown  r.  Stapleton,  Pelaney,  sad  Ci: 
Case  of  at  liorrisoleigh,  Ti»»n: 
No  Notice  of  Application  ik  Cm 
of  Vftnue  and  Special  Ju:v  & 
Exercise  of  Tight  of  Jnry  CsiSs 

^■»/y«.  e9i. 

Ctuack  Estate,  County  Longfort.F 
on  Letting  of— Power  of  Lets 
hands  of  Land  Judge,  J*l9  *■.  K 

Dalkey  Revision  Court,  proposri  fa 
of,  in  Dalker,  Juiy  f*.  15* 

Doning  (Gal way)  Evening  Cottis 
bchool— Delay    in  parment  *i 

Equivalent  Onant  (Irelaiw-A 
taken  of  Population  of  Low 
Calculating  amount  of,  J -J*  --■ 

Fitzgerald,  Mr.,  alleged  Assault* 
cuinstances  of  Case,  J»ly  K  $4: 

Granard  Workhouse  Xur^  Ij 
Notes  of  evidence— Copy  to  ? 
warwanled  to  Meniter  to^r.  P. 
Dublin,  July  $9  28. 

Gun  Licences. 

P.  Courane,  Castlemain,  Kefi 
Licence  to,  JHiy  13y  410 

F^Ji^810?.'  Refusal  of  Licen. 
S2Jier,  SpMWeration  of  C 
Resident  Magistrate,  J«hj  ?9  U 

>\e9tport  Harbour  Commit 
a^tosito   of   new   Harboar^ 

Intermediate  Education  Hrelaih 
amination  Standard -PropS 
duction  of   Pass    StandarTt 

^3^  if* 

H497h9!'  ^  l¥< "o HCii 

114,    115,    116,    H7,    US.   1IQ 
1U4J,    lUio,    1047,    logo     i|is9 
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July  8— July  22. 


[Wyn— You 


Jmdh&rn,  Bt  Hon.  George— con*. 

MiKells,    Landing  Facilities    at — Improve- 
-  raents  not  to  be  Carried  out,  July  16, 

im         855. 

•Kerry. 

■r  Congested  Districts  Board— Demand 

»  for  Representation  of  Kerry  on 

the  Board,  July  20,  1152. 

:  Potato  Growing  Industry — Assistance  ' 

Rendered  by  Congested  Districts 
Hoard  and  Great  Southern  and 
Western  Railway  Company,  July 
9,  157. 

Kfllesliandra  to    Scotland — Alleged    Re- 
fusal   to    give    Through   Rale    from 
Killeshandra  to  Scotland  except   via 
*  Dublin — Inquiry  to  be  made,  July  10, 

309. 

Labourers*  Cottages  in  the  Cavan  Union — 
Delay  in  Erection  of,  Cause  of  Delay, 
Present  State  of  Scheme,  July  13, 
304. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts  —  Proposed 
Allocation  of  Portion  of  Credit  to 
Counties  which  have  spent  all  Avail- 
able Exchequer  Contribution  — Im- 
"  possibility  of  Carrying  out  Proposal, 
July  15,  701. 

Land   Purchase   Acts— Tithe  Rent— Re- 
demption  of  Charges — Difference  in  . 
Number  of  Years' Purchase  payable 
to  State  and   Private  Owners.     Ex- 
planation of  distinction,  July  16,  855. 

Limerick,  Fair  Rents  in — Number  of  de- 
cisions announced,  etc.,  July  21,  1298. 

Loan  Fund  Legislation  in  Ireland — Alleged  | 
inaction  of  Government  in  regard  to 
carrying  out  recommendations  of  the  j 
Loan  Fund  Board— Promise  of  intro-  j 
ducing  Bill  on  assurance  of  its  being  | 
treated  as  a  non-contentious  measure,  , 
July,  11  ;  July  16,  Ml. 

Lord  Clanricarde's  Tenants  at  Deny-  I 
goolen,  Woodford — Number  of  notices  j 
ro  quit  served  on — Amonnt  of  rent  ; 
due  on  date  of  service,  etc.,  July  16,  \ 
868.  | 

Lunatic  Asylum,   Ireland— Proposed  Re-  ' 
turn  of  number  of  inmates,  age,  sex,  j 
in  quinquennial  periods— Sources  of 
information  with   regard  to,  July  9,  i 
146. 


Mayo  Piers  and  Harbours,  Condition  of— 
Report  of  County  Surveyor  not  Re- 
ceived, July  8,  27. 

Meath  Rate  Collector — Further  Inquiries 
into  Case  in  Progress,  July  20,  1154. 

Monaghan  Union  Hospital— Proposed  Re- 
tarn  of  Nurses  and  their  Qualifications 
not  to  be  Granted,  July  9,  145. 

Munster,  Proposed  Representation  of,  on 
Congested  Districts  Board,  July  13, 
408. 
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Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George— cont. 

National  Education  in  Ireland — Denoin- 
inationalism — Management  of  Train- 
ing Colleges— Condition  of  School- 
houses,  July  20,  1204. 

National  Schools,  Ireland — Oral  Examina- 
tions in  Irish — Additional  Examiners 
appointed,  July  20,  1 152. 

Nenagh  Cottage  Scheme  —  Case  of  J. 
Quigley,  July  IS,  411. 

Prosecution  for  Carts  without  Owner's 
Name  thereon — Case  of  Mr.  D.  Buck- 
ley, Impartial  carrying  out  of  require- 
ments of  Law  by  the  Polics,  July  13, 
395. 

Rock  Angus  Lighthouse—  Lighting  of, 
Work  not  to  be  carried  out  at  Expense 
of  General  Lighthouse  Fund,  July  9, 
145. 

River  Shannon  Fisheries—  Amount  naid  by 
Board  of  Works  to  Fishery  Owners, 
Fishing  Rights  to  be  upheld,  Jula  20, 
1154. 

Sheem  Court-house. 

Inspection  of— Refused  by  Petty 
Sessions  Clerk,  Grounds  for  Re- 
fusal, July  20,  1151. 

Repair  of — Dispute  between  Land- 
lord and  County  Council,  July 
20,  1152. 

Sligo,  Extra  Police  at— Cost  of,  to  be 
borne  by  Ratepayers,  July  20, 1153. 

Small  Irish  Farmers  Dwelling  Loans — 
Legislation  necessary  to  enable 
Farmers  to  obtain  Loans  at  3J  per 
cent,  for  Erection  of  Dwellings  on 
Holdings,  July  13,  409. 

Superannuated  Irish  Medical  Officers- 
Number  Superannuated,  July  i0,31O. 

Transit  of  Butter  from  Killeshandra  to 
Scotland— Alleged  Neglect — Inquiry 
in  Progress,  July  10,  311. 

Wicklow  Land  Cases — Application  pre- 
vious to  May,  1902,  disposed  of,  July 
15.  701. 

Yerburgh,  Mr.  R  A.  [Chester]. 

"  Donegal  "  Postponement  of  gunnery 
trials,  Owing  to  defective  sights  on — 
Person  responsible  for  defective 
apparatus,  July  20,  1137. 

Naval  Attache,  Appointment  of  additional 
to  what  country  accredited,  July  20, 
1137. 

Young,  Mr.  Samuel  [Caran,  K] 

Denominationalism  in  Irish  Education, 
July  20,  1189. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee,^  Jvl^%^K. 


